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NOTE TO THE READER. 


To account for the absence of any Report of Debates in the Senate in the Third Congress, it is proper here 
to repeat that the Senate aat with closed doors during its Legislative as well as its Executive sittings, from the 
beginning of the first Congress up to the 20th day of February, 1794, when a proposition succeeded, which had 
frequently before failed, in that body, that the Legislative sittings of the Senate should thenceforth, after the end 


of that session of Congress, be conducted with open doors and galleries, 


Monpay, December 2, 1793. 


This being the day fixed by the Constitution for 
the annual meeting of Congress, the following mem- 
bers of the Senate appeared, produced their creden- 
tials, and took their seats: 

Jonn Anams, Vice President of the United 
States and President of the Senate ; 

Jonn Lanepon and Samuet Livermore, from 
New Hampshire ; 

Georce Caror, from Massachusetts ; 

Ouiven E:iswortn, from Connecticut ; 

Mosrs Ronixsox, from Vermont; 

Aaron Brrr, from New York; 

Joun Rutucrrtrp, from New Jersey ; 

Rosert Morais and ALBERT GALLATIN, from 
Pennsylvania ; 

James Monroe, from Virginia; 

Joun Epwarps, from Kentucky ; 

Bengamin Hawxrns, frow North Carolina; 

RALPH Jzarp, from South Carolina. 

Mr. Lanapow, the President of the Senate pro 
tempore, administered the oath required by law to 
the Vice PRESIDENT or THE Unitep STATEs. 

The Secretary read the credentials of the follow- 
ing Senators appointed for the terms respectively 
mentioned therein : 

Pierce Butuer, from South Carolina ; 

ALEXANDER Martin, from North Carolina ; 

Joun Vinixe, from Delaware. 

The Vice Parswenr administered the oath re- 
quired by law to Mr. Botner, Mr. GALLATIN, and 
M Marte, respectively, and they took their 
seats. 

Sternen Mix Mitcnet, appointed by the State 
of Connecticut a Senator for two years, in the place 
of Rocer Suerman, deceased, produced his creden- 
tials, which being read, the Vice Prestpent admin- 
istered to him the oath required by law, and he 
took his seat. 


United States ; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The Vice Present also communicated a letter 
from Crorce Rem, of Delaware, resigning his seat 
in the Senate; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Ordercd, That the Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives that a quorum of the Senate is 
assembled and ready to procced to business. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Izarp and Laxepon be a 
joint committee on the part of the Senate, together 
with such committee as the House of Representa- 
tives may appoint, on their part, to wait on the 
PRESIDENT or THE Unrrep States, and notify 
him that a quorum of the two Houses is assem- 
bled, and ready to receive any communications 
that he may be pleascd to make to them. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House had elected 
Frepericx A. Muucenserc their Speaker, and that 
they have concurred with the Senate in appointing 
a joint committee to wait on the Present oF THE 
UNITED States. 

Mr. Izarp, from the joint committee who had 
waited on the Presmevt, reported that the Prest- 
pent would meet the two Houses to-morrow, at 12 
o'clock, in the Senate Chamber. 


TvEsDAY, December 3. 

The two Houses being assembled in the Senate 
Chamber, the PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES 
entercd, and addressed the two Houses of Congress 
as follows: 

Fellow-citizens of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


Since the commencement of the term for which I 
lave been again called into office, no fit occasion has 
arisen for expressing to my fellow-citizens at large the 


Tho Vice Present laid before the Senate the deep and respectful sense which I feel of the renewed 
petition of Conrad Laub and others, relative to the | testimony of public approbation. While, on the one 
appointment of Mr. GauLartin, a Senator of the hand, it awakened my gratitude for all those instances 
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of affectionate partiality with which I have been honor- 
ed by my country, on the other, it could not prevent an 
earnest wish for that retirement from which no private 
consideration should ever have torn me. But, influ- 
enced by the belief that my conduct would be estimated 
according to its real motives, and that the people, and 
the authorities derived from them, would support exer- 
tions having nothing personal for their object, I have 
obeyed the suffrage which commanded me to resume 
the Executive power, and I humbly implore that Being 
on whose will the fute of nations depends, to crown 
with success our mutual endeavors for the general hap- 
piness. 
As soon as the war in Europe had embraced those 
Powers with whom the United States have the most 
extensive relations, there was reason to apprehend that 
our intercourse with them might be interrupted, sod 
our disposition for peace drawn into questiou by the 
suspicions too often entertained by belligerent nations, 
It seemed, therefore, to be my duty to admonish our 
citizens of the consequences of a contraband trade, and 
of hostile acts to any of the parties, and to obtain, by a 
declaration of the existing legal state of things, an casier 
admission of our right to the immunities belonging to 
our situation. Under these impressions, the Proclama- 
tion which will be laid before you was issued. 
In this posture of affairs, both new and delicate, I 
resolved to adopt general rules, which should conform 
to the treaties and assert the privileges of ihe United 
States. These were reduced into a system, which will 
be communicated to you, Although T have not thought 
myself at liberty to forbid the sale of the prizes permit- 
ted by our treatyof commerce with France to be brought 
into our ports, [ have not refused to cause them to be 
restored when they were taken within the protection of 
our territory, or by vessels commissioned or equippe 
in a warlike form within the limits of the United 
States. 
It rests with the wisdom of Congress to correct, im- 
prove, or enforce this plan of procedure; and it will 
probably be found expedient to extend the legal code 
and the jurisdiction of the Courts of the United States 
to many cases which, though dependent on principles 
already recognized, demand some further provisons. 
Where individuals shall, within the United States, 
array themselves in hostility against any of the Powers 
at war, or enter upon military expeditions or enter- 
prises within the jurisdiction of the United States; or 
usurp and exercise Judicial authority within the United 
States; or where the penalties on violations of the law 
of nations may have been indistinctly marked, or are 
inadequate—these offences cannot receive too carly 
and close an attention, and require prompt and decisive 
remedies. 
' Whatsoever those remedies may be, they will be well 
administered by the Judiciary, who possess a long es 
tablished course of investigation, effectual process, and 
officers in the habit of executing it. 
In like manner, as several of the Courts have doubt- 


I cannot recommend to your notice measures for the 
fulfilment of our duties to the rest of the world, with- 
out again pressing upon you the necessily of placing 
ourselves in a condition of complete defence, and of ex- 
acting from them the fulfilment of their duties towards 
us. The United States ought not to indulge a persua- 
ston that, contrary to the order of human events, they 
will forever keep at a distance those painful appeals to 
arms with which the history of every other nation 
abounds. There isa rank due to the United States 
among nations which will be withheld, if not absolutely 
lost, by the reputation of weakness. If we desire to 
avoid insult, we must be able to repel it; if we desire 
to secure peace, one of the most powerful instruments 
of our risiug prosperity, it must be kuowu that we are 
at all times ready for war. The documents which will 
be presented to you will show the amount and kinds 
of arms and military stores now in our magazines and 
arsenals; and yet an addition even to these supplies 
cannot wilh prudence be neglected, as it would leave 
nothing to the uncertainty of procuring of warlike ap- 
paratus in the moment of public danger. 

Nor can such arrangements, with such objects, be ex 
posed to the censure or jealousy of the warmest frienda 
of Republican Government. They are incapable of 
abuse in the hands of the Militia, who ought to possess 
a pride in being the depository of the force of the Re- 
public, and may be trained to a degree of energy equal 
to every military exigency of the United States But 
it is an inquiry which cannot be tov solemnly pursued, 
whether the act “more effectually to provide for the 
national defence, by establishing an uniform Militia 
throughout the United States,” has organized them so 
as to produce their full effect; whether your own ex- 
perience in the several States has not detected some 
imperfections in the scheme; and whether a material 
feature, in an improvement of it, ought not to be to 
afford an opportunity for the study of those branches of 
the military art which can scarcely ever be attained by 
practice alone ? 

The connexion of the United States with Europe has 
become extremely interesting. The occurrences which 
relate to it and have passed under the knowledge of the 
Executive, will be exhibited to Congress in a subse- 
quent communication. 

When we contemplate the war on our frontiers, it 
may be truly affirmed that every reasonable effurt has 
been made to adjust the causes of dissension with the 
Indians north of the Ohio. The instructions given to 
the Commissioners evince a moderation and equity pro- 
ceeding from a sincere love of peace and a liberality 
having no restriction but the essential interest and dig- 
nity of the United States. The attempt, however, of 
an amicable negotiation having been frustrated, the 
troops have marched to act offensively, Although the 
proposed treaty did not arrest the progress of military 
preparation, it is doubtful how far the advance of the 
season, before good faith justified active movements, 
may retard them, during the remainder of the year. 


ed, under particular circumstances, their power to liber- | From the papers. and intelligence which relate to 
ate the vessels of a nation at peace, and even of a citi- | this important snbject, you will determine whether 
zen of the United States, although seized under a false | the deficiency in the number of troops granted by 


color of being hostile property, and have denied their 
power to liberate certain captures within the protection 
of our territory, it would seem proper to regulate their 
jurisdiction in these points ; but, if the Executive is to 

the resort in either of the two last-mentioned cascs, 
it is hoped that he will be authorized by law to have 
facts ascertained by the Courts, when, for his own in- 
formation, he shall request it. 


law shall be compensated by succors of Militia, or 
additional encouragements shall be proposed to re- 
cruits. 
An anxiety has been also demonstrated by the Ex- 
ceutive for peace with the Creeks and the Cherokees, 
' The former have been relieved with corn and with 
clothing, and offensive measures against them prohibited 
during the recess of Congress. To satisfy the complainta 
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of the latter, prosecutions have been instituted for the 
violences committed upon them. But the papers which 
will be delivered to you, disclose the critical fvoting on 
which we stand in regard to both those tribes, and it is 
with Congress to pronounce what shall be done. 

After they shall have provided for the present emer- 
gency, it will merit their most serious labors to render 
tranquility with the savages permanent, by creating ties 
of interest. Next to a rigorous execution of justice on 
the violators of peace, the establishment of commerce 
with the Indian nations, in behalf of the United States, 
is most likely to couciliate their attachment. But it 
ought to be conducted without fraud, without extor- 
tion, with constant and plentiful supplies, with a ready 
market for the commodities of the Indians, and a stated 
price for what they give in payment and receive in ex- 
change, Individuals will not pursue such a traffic, un- 
less they be allured by the hope of profit, but it will 
be enough for the United States to be reimbursed only. 


Should this recommendation accord with the opinion of 


Congress, they will recollect that it cannot be accom- 
plished by any means yet in the hands of the Execu- 
tive. 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 


The Commissioners charged with the settlement of 
accounts between the United States and individual 
States concluded their important functions within the 
time Jimited by law, and the balances struck in their 
Report (which will be laid before Congress) have been 
placed on the books of the Treasury. 

On the first day of June last, an instalment of one 
million of florins became payable on the Loans of the 
United States in Holland. This was adjusted by a pro- 
longation of the period of reimbursement, in nature of 
a new Loan, at an interest of five per cent., for the term 
of ten years, and the expenses of this operation were a 
commission of three per cent. 

The first instalment of the Loan of two millions of 
dollara from the Bank of the United States has been 
paid, as was directed by law, For the second it is ne- 
cessary that provision should be made, 

No pecuniary consideration is more urgent than the 
regular redemption and discharge of the Public Debt, 
on none can delay be more injurious, or an economy of 
time more valuable. 

The productiveness of the public revenues hitherto 
has continued to equal the anticipations which were 
formed of it, but it is not expected to prove commensu- 
rate with all the objects which have been suggested. 
Some auxiliary provisions will, therefore, it is presumed, 
be requisite; and it is hoped that these may be made 
consistently with a due regard to the convenience of 
our citizens, who cannot but be sensible of the true wis- 
dom of encountering a small present addition to their 
contributions, to obviate a future accumulation of bur 
dens. 

Bat here I cannot forbear to recommend a repeal of 
the tax on the transportation of public prints. There 
is no resource so firm for the Government of the United 
States as the affections of the people guided by an en- 
lightened policy ; and to this primary good nothing can 
conduce more than a faithful representation of public 
proceedings, diffused without restraint, throughout the 
United States, 

An estimate of the appropriations necessary for the 
current service of the ensuing year, aud a slatement of 
a purchase of arma and military stores, made during 
the recess, will be presented to Congress, 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


The several subjects to which I have now referred 
open a wide range to your deliberations, and involve 
some of the choicest interests of our common country. 
Permit me to bring to your remembrance the magni- 
tude of your task, Without an unprejudiced coolness, 
the welfare of the Government may be hazarded ; with- 
oul harmony, as far as consists with freedom of senti- 
ment, its diguily may be lost. But as the Legislative 
proceedings of the United States, will never, I trust, be 
reproached for the want of temper or of candor, so shall 
not the public happiness languish from the want of my 
strenuous and warmest co operation. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Pariaperrata, December 3, 1498. 


The Presipenr having retired, the two Houses 
separated. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have resolved that 
two Chaplains of different denominations, be ap- 
pointed for the present session, one by each House, 
who shall interchange weekly ; to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate concurred with the above proposi- 
tion, and appointed the Right Reverend Bishop 
Warre to be Chaplain on the part of the Senate. 

A Message was received from the PRESIDENT OF 
THE Uxirep States, communicating his Proclama- 
tion of the 22d of April, 1798, together with the 
Rules established by the Presipent for the govern- 
ment of the Executive Officers, in cases of vessels 
equipping in the ports of the United States. 

The Proclamation and Rules were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

On motion, a committce of five was appointed 
to report the draft of an Address to the PRESIDENT, 
in answer to his Speech to both Houses. 

Messrs. Exiswortn, Burier, Izarp, Lancpon, 
and RUTHERFURD, were named. 


Wepyespay, December 4. 


The Vice Present laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of War, with sundry 
papers therein referred to; which Letter and pa- 
pers were, in part, read, and the Senate then ad- 


journed. 


Tnurspar, December 5. 


FREDERICK FRELINGHUYSEN, from New Jersey, 
appeared, produced his credentials, and the usual 
oath being administered to him, took his seat. 

The reading of the papers yesterday received 
from the Secretary of War was resumed ; and, 
after progress, postponed. 

The following Message was reccived from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES : 


Gentlemen of the Senate and 
of the House of Representatives : 


As the present situation of the several nations of Eu- 
rope, and especially of those with which the Umted 
Stales Lave important relations, cannot but rendor the 
state of things between them and us matter of interest- 
ing inquiry to the Legislatare, and may indeed give 


15 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 16 


DE pc Sent | ee eS eee = 
Senate. ] Proceedings. [DecEMBER, ates 


rise to deliberations to which they alone are competent, | structions in time to make it known to the Legislature 
I have thought it my duty to communicate to them cer- during their present session. — aini 
tain correspondences which have taken place. Very early after the arrival of a British Mims er 

The Representative and Executive bodies of France | here mutual explanations on the inexecution of the 
have manifested generally a friendly attachment to this | Treaty of Peace were entered into with that Minister. 
country, have given advantages to our commerce and | These arc now laid before you for your information. 
navigation, and have made overtures for placing these On the subjects of mutnal interest between this coun- 
advantages on permanent ground. A decree, however, | try and Spain, negotiations and conferences are no 
of the National Assembly, subjecting vessels laden with | depending. The publie good requiring that the presen 
provisions to be carried into their ports, aud making en | state of these shld be made known to the Legislature 
emy goods lawful prize in the vessel of a friend, contrary | #7 confidence only, they shall be the subject of a sepa- 
to our Treaty, though revoked at one time as to the Uni- | rate and subsequent communication. 
ted States, has been since extended to their vessels also, G. WASHINGTON. 
as has been recently stated to us. Representations on Unrrep Srares, December 5, 1793. 
this subject will be immediately given in charge to our 
Minister there, and the result shall be communicated to 
the Legislature. 

It is with extreme conceiu I hare to inform you that 
the proceedings of the person whom they have unfor- 
tunately appointed their Minister Plenipotentiary here 
have breathed nothing of the friendly spirit of the nation 
which sent him; their tendency, on the contrary, has 


The Message and papers thercin referred to 
were, in part, read, and the further reading post- 
poned. i 

The following Report of the Commissioners 
appointed to execute the several acts of Congress 

i : i to provide more effectually for the settlement of 
been to involve us in war abroad and discord and | the Accounts between the United States and the 
anarchy at home. So far as his acts, or those of his 


agents, have threatened our immediate commitment in individual Dai vas Aas received from the Pse 
the war, or flagrant insult to the authority of the laws SIDENT OF THE UNITED ÐTATFS : 
their effect has been counteracted by the ordinary cogni- 
zance of the laws, and by an exertion of the powers con- 
fided tome. Where their danger was not immunent, 
they have been borne with, from sentiments of regard 
to his nation, from a sense of their friendship towards 
us, from a conviction that they would not suffer us to 
remain long exposed to the action of a person who bas 
go little respected our mutual dispositions, and, I will several States against the United States,and the charges 
add, from a reliance on the firmness of my felluw-citi- | of the United States against the individual States. 
zens in their principles of peace and order. In the That they have gone through the process prescribed 
mean time, I have respected and pursued the stipula- in the fifth section of the act of Congress passed the 5th 
tions of our treaties, according to what I judged their | day of August, 1790, (the particulars whereof will be 
true seuse, and have withheld no act of friendship which | found in book A, lodged with the papers of this office, 
their affairs have called for from us, and which justice | in the Treasury Department.) and find that there is 
to others left us free to perform. I have gone further : due, including interest, to the 31st day of December, 
tather than employ force for the restitution of certain 1789, to the State of— 
vessels, which [ decmed the United States bound to| New Hampshire, seventy-five thousand and fifty-five 
restore, I thought it more advisable to satisfy the par- dollars ; 
ties by avowing it to be my opinion that, if restitution Massachusetts, one million two hundred and forty- 
were not made, it would be incumbent on the United | eight thousand eight hundred and one dollars ; 
States to make compensation. The papers now com- Rhode Island, two hundred and ninety-nine thousand 
municated will more particularly apprise you of these | six hundred and eleven dollars ; 
transactions. Connecticut, six hundred and nineteen thousand one 

The vexations and spoliation understood to have been | hundred and twenty-one dollars ; 
committed on our vessels and commerce by the cruisers | New Jersey, forty-nine thousand and thirty dollars; 
and officers of some of the belligerent Powers, appeared | South Carolina, one million two hundred and five 
to require attention. ‘Fhe proofs of these, however, not ; thousand nine hundred and seventy-eight dollars ; 
having been brought forward, the descriptions of citi- Georgia, nineteen thousand nine bundred and eighty- 
zens supposed to have snffered were notified that, on | eight dollars. 
furnishing them to the Executive, due measures would "And that there is due, including interest, to the 31st 
be taken to obtain redress of the past. and more effec- | day of December, 1789, from the State of— 
tual provisions against the future. Should such docu- | New York, two million and seventy-four thousand 
ments be furnished, proper representations will be made ! eight hundred and forty-six dollars ; 
thereon, with a just reliance on a redress proportioued | Pennsylvania, seventy six thousand seven hundred 
to the exigency of the case. and nine dollars; 

The British Government having undertaken, by or-| Delaware, six hundred and twelve thousand four 
ders to the commanders of their armed vesscla, to re- | hundred and twenty-eight dollars; 
strain generally our commerce in corn and other pro Maryland, one hundred and fifty-one thousand six 
visions to their own ports, and those of their friends, the | hundred and forty dollars 5 
instructions now communicated were immediately for-| Virginia, one hundred ‘thousand cight hundred and 
warded to our Minister at that Court. In the mean | seventy-nine dollars, 
time some discussions on the subject took place be- | North Carolina, five hundred and one thousand and 
tween him and them. These are also laid before you, | eighty-two dollars. 
and I may expect to learn the result of his special iu- | Which several sums they, by virtue of the authority 


The Commissioners appointed to execute the several 
acts of Congress to provide more effectually for the 
settlement of the Accounts between the United States 
and the individual States, report: 


That they have maturely considered the claims of the 
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to them delegated, declare to be the final and conclu- 
sive balances due to and from the several States. 
WILLIAM IRVINE, 
JOHN KEAN, 
WOODBURY LANGDON. 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF ACCOUNTS, 
Philadelphia, June 29, 1193. 


Tray, December 6. 

A message from the Louse of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they had elected the Rev. 
AsmpeL Garex as Chaplain to Congress, on their 
part. 

Mr. Eu 
to report the draft of an addr 
or THE Unitep Status, made 
read, and ordered for consi 
next. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the com- 
munications referred to in the Message of the 
PRESIDENT of the 5th instant; and, after progress, 
adjourned to Monday. 


swortn, from the committee appointed 
ess to the PRESIDENT 
a report; which was 
deration on Monday 


Monvay, December 9. 

Messrs. Srermen R. Brapury, from Vermont, 
Tugopore Fosrer, from Rhode Island, and Rv- 
rus Kine, from New York, appeared and took their 
seats. 

The Vice Presivent laid before the Senate a 
Letter of the Tth instant, from Samuel Meredith, 
Treasurer of the United States, with his quarterly 
accounts, made up to the 31st of March last, to- 
‘gether with his accounts respecting the Depart- 
ment of War, made up to the 30th of June last. 

Tho Letter was read. , 

Ordered, That the Tetter and papers therein 
referrcd to lic on the table. 

Agrecably to the order of 
took into consideration the draft of an Address 
reported by the committce in answer to the Speech 
of the Prestpenr or THE UNITED STATES to Con- 
gress at the opening of the session; which, being 
amended, and the several paragraphs of the report 
agreed to, it was adopted, as follows : 


the day, the Senate 


“u To the President of the United States : 


“ Accept, sir, the thanks of the Senate for your 
Speech delivered to Luth Houses of Congress at the 
opening of the session. Your re-election to the Chief 
Magistracy uf the United States gives ns sincere plea- 
sure. We consider it us an event every way propitons 
lo the happiness of our country ; and your compliance 
with the call, as a fresh instance of the patriotisni which 
has so repeatedly led you to sacrifice private inclivation 
to the public good. In the mianimity which a second 
time marks this important national act, we trace, with ; 
particular satisfaction, besides the distinguished tribute 
paid to the virtues and abilities which it recognises, | 
another proof of that just discernment and constancy of | 
sentiments and views which have hitherto characterized | 
the citizens of the United States. 

“As the European Powers with whom the United 
States have the most extensive relations were involved | 
in war, in which we had taken no part, it seemed ne- 
ceseary that the disposition of the nation for peace 
should be promulgated to the world, as well for the 
purpose of admonishing our citizens of the consequences j 


of a contraband trade and of acts hostile to any of the 
belligerent partiea, as to obtain, by a declaration of the 
existing legal state of things, an casier admission of our 
right to the immunities of our situation ; we. therefore, 
contemplate with pleasure the proclamation by you 
issued, and give it our hearty approbation, We deem 
it a measure well-timed and wise, manifesting a watch- 
ful solicitude for the welfare of the nation, and calcu- 
lated to promote it. 

“The several important matters presented to our 
consideration will, in the course of the session, engage 
all the attention to which they are respectively entitled ; 
and, as the public happincas will be the sole guide of 
our deliberations, we are perfectly assured of receiving 
your strenuous and most zealous co-operation. 

“JOHN ADAMS, 
“Vice President of the United States, 
“and President of the Senate.” 


Ordered, That Messrs. Exusworrm and Bur- 
LER wait on the Presinenr or THE UNITED 
Srates, and desire him to acquaint the Senate 
at what time and place it will be most convenient 
for him that the foregoing address should be pre- 
seuted. 


Tuespay, December 10. 


Jons Brown, from the State of Kentucky, at- 
tended to-day. 

Mr. Erusworr reported, from the committee 
appointed yesterday to wait on the PRESIDENT OF 
tue Unirep Srarss, that the PresipEnT pro- 
posed to receive the Address of the Senate this 
day, at 12 o'clock, at his own house. Whereupon, 
the Senate waited on the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unrrep Srares, and the Vice Present, in 
their name, presented the address agreed to on 
the 9th instant. ‘To this Address the PRESIDENT 
or THe Unrrep States was picased to make the 
following Reply: 

“ GentLemen: The pleasure expressed by the Be- 
nate on my re-clection to the station which 1 fill, com- 
mands my sincere and warmest acknowledgments. If 
this be an event which promises the smallest. addition 
to the happiness of our country, as it is my duty, s0 
shall it be my study, to realize the expectation. 

“The decided approbation which the Proclamation 
now receives from your House, by completing the proofs 
that this measure is considered as manifesting a vigilant 
attention to the welfare of the United States, brings 
with it a peculiar gratification to my mind. 

“The other important subjects which have been 
communicated to you will, Jam confident, receive a due 
discnssion ; and the result will, L trust. prove fortunate 
to the Uniled States. 

“G. WASHINGTON.” 

The Senate then returned to their Chamber, and 
resumed the reading of the papers communicated 
in the Message of the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
Srarps of the 5th instant, but adjourned before 
they were got through. 


Wepxtspay, December 11, 
Carer Srroxe, from Massachusetts, attended to- 
day. 


The credentials of Mr. BROWN and Mr. STRONG 


19 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


20 


SENATE. ] 


Proceedings. 


[DEcEMBER, 1793, 


were read, the usual oath administered to them, 
and they took their seais. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Treasurer of the United States, 
with his specie account, made up to the 30th of 
June last; which was read, and ordered to lic on; 
the table. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Reutnerrerp, Canor, | 
ELLSWORTH, Livermore, and Mrrenrir, be a com- ! 
mittee to take into consideration the petition of. 
Conrad Laub and others, stating that the Hon. | 
Auperr GaAuiatry, at the time he was clected a 
Senalor of the United States, had not been nine! 
years a citizen of the said United States, as is | 
required by the Constitution, and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the papers 
referred to in the Message of the PRESIDENT OF 
tue Unirep Srares of the Sth instant; and, after 
progress, adjourned. 


Fatpay, December 13. 

WirLram Braprorn, from Rhode Island, and 
Jous Taytor, from Virginia, attended, produced 
their credentials, and took the usual oath and their 
seats. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the papers | 
communicated with the Message of the Present 
on the 5th instant; and the Message and papers 


therein referred to were ordered to lie for con- 
sideration. 


Monpay, December 16. 


James Jackson, from Qcorgia, attended, pro- | 
duced his credentials, and, the oath required by | 
law being administered to him, he took his seat in 
the Senate. 

The Communications from the Secretary of the} 
Department of War, of the 4th instant, were read, 
and ordered to lic for consideration. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
War, with a return of the ordnance, arms, and 
military stores, in possession of the United States, 
together with a variety of papers, giving a view of! 
the Southwestern frontiers, as connected with the | 
Creek Indians and the State of Georgia, and the 
Southwestern territory of the United States and the | 
Cherokees; which Letter was read. | 

Ordered, That the Tetter and papers therein | 
referred to lic on the table. 

The following Messages were received from the 
Present or tur Unrrep States, and read: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the Mouse of Representatives : 


The situation of affairs in Europe, in the course of 
the year 1790, having rendered 1f possible that a mo- 1 
ment might arrive favorable far the arrangement of our 
unsettled matters with Spain, it was thought proper to 
prepare our Representative at that Court to avail us of 
it, A confidential person was therefore despatched to 
be the bearer of instructions to him, and to supply, by 
verbal communications, any additional information of 
which he might find himself in need. The Govern- 
ment of France was, at the same time, applied to for 
its aid and influence in this negotiation. 


Events, how ! 


ever, took a turn which did not present the occasion 
hoped for. ; 

‘About the close of the ensuing year I was informed, 
through the Representatives of Spain here, that their 
Government would be willing to renew at Madrid the 
former conferences on these subjects. ‘Though the 
transfer of scene was not what would have been desired, 
yet I did not think it important enough to reject the 
proposition ; and, therefore, with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, 1 appointed Commissioners Plenipoten- 
tiary for negotiating and concluding a Treaty with that 
country, on the several subjects of boundary, naviga- 
tion, and commerce, and gave them the instructions 
now communicated, Before these negutiatiuns, how- 
ever, could be got into train, the new troubles which 
Dad arisen in Europe had produced new combinations 
among the Powers there. the effects of which are but 
ton visible in the proceedings now laid before you. 

In the meantime some other points of discussion had 
arisen With that country, to wit: the restitution of pro 
perty escaping into the territories of each other, the 
mutual exchange of fugitives from justice, and, above 
all, the inutual interferences with the Indians lying be- 
tween us. I had the best reason to believe that the 
hostilities threatened and exercised by the Southern 
Indians on our border were excited by the agents of 
that Government. Representations were thereon di- 
rected to be made by our Commissioners to the Spanish 
Government, and a proposal to cultivate, with good 
faith, the peace of each other with those people. Jn 
the mean time corresponding suspicions were enter- 
tained, or pretended to be entertained on their part, of 
like hostile excitements by our agents to disturb their 
peuce with the same nations. These were brought for- 
ward by the Representatives of Spain here, in a style 
which could not fail to produce attention. A claim of 
patronage and protection of those Indians was asserted ; 
a mediation between them and us by that Sovereign 
assumed ; their boundaries with us made a subject of 
his mterference ; and, at length, at the very moment 
when these savages were committing daily inroads upon 
our frontier, we were informed by them thal “ the con- 
tinvation of the peace, good harmony, and perfect 
friendship of the two nations was very problematical 
for the future, unless the United States should take 
more convenient measures, and of greater energy, than 
those adopted for a long time past.” 

If their previous correspondence had worn the ap- 
pearance of a desire to urge on a disagreement, this last 
declaration left no room to evade it, since it could not 
be conceived we would submit tothe scalping kuife and 
tomahawk of the savage without any resistance, } 
thought it time, therefore, to know if these were the 
views of their Sovereign, and despatched a special mes- 
senger with instructions to our Commissioners, which 
are among the papers now communicated, Their last 
letter gives us reason to expect very shortly to hnow 
the result. I must add that the Spanish Representa 
tives here, perceiving that their last communication 
had made considerable impression, endeavored to abute 
this by some subsequent professions, which, being also 
amoug the communications to the Legislature, they will 
be able to form their own conclusions. 

GEO. WASHINGTON, 

Unitep States, December 16, 1793. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of li«preseatat ives: 


Ilay before you a Report of the Secretary of State 
on the measures which have been taken on behalf of 
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the United States for the purpose of obtaining a reeog 1 
nition of our treaty with Morocco, and for the ransom | 
of our citizens, and establishment of peace with Algiers. 

While it is proper our citizens should know that sub- 
jects which so much concern their interests and their 
feelings have duly engaged the attention of their Legis- 
lature and Executive, it would still be improper that 
some particulars of this communication should be made ! 
known. The confidential conversation stated in one 
of the last letters, sent herewith, is one of these. Both 
justice and policy require that the source of that in- 
formation should remain secret. So a knowledge of 
the sums meant to have been given for peace and ran- 
som might have a disadvantageous influence on future 
proceedings for the same objects. 

GO. WASHINGTON. 
Unirev Srares, December 16, 1793. 


These Messages were ordered to lie for con- 
sideration. 

The Vice Prrsiprst laid before the Senate the 
following Report, to wit: 


“The Vice President of the Tinited States and Presi- 
dent of the Senate, the Chief Justice, the Secretary 
of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the At- 
torney General, respectfully report to Congress, as 
follows : 

“That, pursuant to the act entitled ‘An act making 
further provision for the reduction of the Publie Debt,’ 
and in conformity to resolutions agreed upon by them, 
and severally approved by the President of the United 
States, they have, since their report of the 17th of No- 
vember, 1792, caused purchases of the said Debt to he 
made, through the agency of Samuel Meredith and Jo- 
nathan Burrall, respectively, to the amount of $523,735 
21 in stock, for which there have been paid, in specie, 
$426,842 75. That, pursuant to the act entitled ‘An 
act supplementary to the act making provision for the 
Debt of the United States, and in conformity to resolu- 
tions agreed upon by them, and severally approved by 
the President of the United States, they have also 
caused purchases of the said Debt to be made aubse- 
quent to their said report of the 17th of November, 
1792, to the amount of $122,538 14 in stock, for which 
there have been paid $75,660 87, m specie. That the 
several documents accompanying this report marked 
Aa, Ba, and Nos. 1 to 7, with their enclosures, show 
the aforesaid purchases, generally and in detail, includ- 
ing the places where, the time when, the prices at 
which, and the persons to whom, they have been made. 
That the purchases now and heretofore reported 
amount, together, to $2,019,193 10 in stock, for which 
there have been paid $1,394,664 40, in specie, as will 
be more particularly seen by the document aforesaid 
marked Aa, On behalf of the Board: 

; “JOHN ADAMS. 

“PRILADELPETA, December 16, 1798.” 


The Report was read, and, together with the 
papers therein referred to, ordered to lie on the 
table. 


Turspay, December 17. 


Joun Vinixc, from Delaware, appeared, and, 
the oath required by law being, by the Vice PRE- 
SIDENT, administered to him, he took his seat in the 
Senate. 

The Communieations received from the Presi | 
DENT OF THE Unsirep Srares on the 16th instant 


relative to the negotiations with the Court of 
Spain, were in part read; and, after progress, the 
Senate adjourned. 


WEpNESDAY, December 18. 

The Communications received from the Pres- 
DENT OF THE Usitcp States on the 16th instant, 
relative to the negotiations with the Court of 
Spin, were read, and ordered to lie for consider- 
ation. 

The Vice Presipext laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
War, of this date, communicating further informa- 
tion relative to the Southwestern frontiers; which 
Letter and papers were read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The Vice PresmesT laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
State, of the 16th instant, with a report on the 
privileges and restrictions on the commerce of the 
United States in foreign countries; which were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 


Tuurspary, December 19. 


The Communications received from the Secre- 
tary of the Department of War on the 16th jn- 
stant, relative to further information respecting the 
Southwestern frontiers, were in part read; and, 
after progress, the Senate adjourned. 


Fripay, December 20. 


The Senate resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications from the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of War on the 16th instant, relative to fur- 
ther information respecting the Southwestern 
frontiers; and, after progress, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


Moxpay, December 23, 

Mr. Brapury notified the Senate that, on Wed- 
nesday next, he should move for leave to bring in 
a bill for altering the Flag of the United States. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications from the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of War, on the 16th instant, relative to fur- 
ther information respecting the Sonthwestern 
frontiers; and, after prugress, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


Tuespiv, December 24, 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF NE UNITED STATES: 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

“Since the communications which were made to you 
on the affairs of the United States with Spain, and on 
the truce between Portugal and Algiers, some other 
papers have been received, which, making a part of the 
same subjects, are now communicated for your informa- 
tion. G. WASHINGTON, 

“U NITED States, December 23, 1798." 

The Message and papers reterred to were read, 
and ordered to lie for consideration, 
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Mr. BuTLER notified the Senate that he should, 
on some day the next week, request leave to bring 
in a bill in addition to the act, entitled “ An act to 
incorporate tho subscribers to the Bank of the 
United States.” 

The following motion was nade and seconded, 
to wit: That the Constitution be amended by add- 
ing, at the end of the ninth section of the first ar- 
ticle, the following clause: 

“Nor shall any person holding any office or stock in 
any institution in the nature of a Bank for issuing or 
discounting bills or notes payable to “bearer or order, 
under the authority of the United States, he a member 
of either House whilst he holds such office or stock ; 
but no power to grant any charter of incorporation, or 
any commercial or other monopoly, shall be herein im- 
plied.” 

And it was agreed that this motion should lie for 
consideration : 

Ordered, That Messrs. Strona, ELLSWORTH, 
and Kine, be a committee to take into considera- 
tion that part of the Presrpant’s Speceh which 
recommends a further provision against offences. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the com- 
munications from the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of War of the 16th instant, relative to further 
information respecting the Southwestern fron- 
tiers; and, afler progress, the Senate adjourned to 
Thursday next. 


Tuurspay, December 26. 


Agrecably to notice given on the 23d instant, 
Mr. Braptex obtained leave to bring in a bill 
making an alteration in the Flag of the United 
States; and the bill was read the first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the commu- 
nications from the Secretary of the Department of 
War of the 16th instant, relative to further infor- 
mation respecting the Southwestern frontiers; and, 
after progress, the Senate adjourned. 


Froay, December 27. 


Tho Senate proceeded to the second reading of 
the bill making an alteration in the Flag of the 
United States; and, having amended the same, the 
bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the commu- 
nications from the Secretary of the Department of 
War of the 16th instant, relative to further inform- 
ation respecting the Southwestern frontiers. 

Ordered, That the communications lie for con- 
sideration. 


Monpay, December 30. 


The bill making an alteration in the Flag of the 
United States, was read the third time, and 
passed, 

The petition of James and William Smith, of 
the State of Georgia, for themselves, and in be- 
half of the heirs of James Smith, was presented 
aud read, praying fur remedy and assistance in re- 
spect to certain losses sustained by the Creck 
Indians. 


Ordered, That this petilion, together with the 
communications, from the Secretary of the De- 
partment of War, respecting Indian Affairs, be re-. 
ferred to Messrs. Jackson, Strong, Burr, BUTLER, 
and Lancpos, to consider and report thereon. 


Tuespay, December 31. 


The following Messages were received from the 
PRESIDENT or THR Unirrp STATES : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before yuu, for your consideration, a Letter from 
the Sevietary of State, informing me of certain impedi- 
ments which have arisen to the coinage of the precious 
metals at the Mint. 

As also a Letter from the same officer, relative to 
certain advances of money which have been made on 
public account, Should you think proper to sanction 
what has been done, or be of opinion that any thing 
more shall be done in the same way, you will judge 
whether there are not circumstances which would render 


secrecy expedient. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep Sratzs, December 30, 1'198. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the Llouse of Representatives : 

I communicate to you the Lranslation of a Letter ro 
ceived from the Representatives of Spain here, in reply 
to that of the Secrelary of State to thom, of the 21st 
instant, which had before been communicated to you. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unrrep Sratus, December 80, 1'193. 


The Messages and papers therein referred to 
were severally read, and ordered to lie for consi- 
deration. ' 

Mr. Ruruerrurp reported, from the committee 
to whom was referred the petition of Conrad Laub 
and others, stating-that the Hon. ALBERT GALLA- 
TIN, at the time he was elected a Senator of the 
United States, had not been nine years a citizen of 
the said United States, as is required by the Con- 
stitution; which report was read, and ordered to 
lie for consideration. í 


WEDNESDAY, January 1, 1794. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration .of the 
report of the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of Conrad Laub and others. : 

On motion to postpone the consideration of the 
report until to-morrow, it was agreed to amend 
this motion, by striking out the words “ to-morrow,” 
and to insert, in lieu thereof, “Thursday, the 9th 
instant.” 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED NTATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives ; 

I now lay before you a Letter from the Secretary of 
State, with his account of the expenditure of the moneys 
appropriated for our intercourse with foreign nations 
from the 1st of July, 1792, to the 1st of July, 1793, and 
other papers relating thereto. 

G. WASHINGTON, 

Unitep Srares, December 31, 1793, 
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The Message and papers therein referred to | 


were severally read, and ordered to lie for con- 
sideration. 


Tuurspay, January 2. 
A motion was made that it be— 


« Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the following article be proposed to the Legislatures of 
the several States, as an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; which, when ratified by 
three-fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be valid as 
part of the said Constitution, to wit: 

“The Judicial power of the United States shall not 
be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, 
commenced or prosecuted against one of the United 
States by citizens of another State, or by citizens or 
subjects of any foreign State.” 

On which a motion was made as follows : 

“ Resolved, That the consideration of this motion be 
postponed, and that the Senate will, on the 10th in- 
stant, take into consideration the subject of amend- 
ments to the Constitution.” 

Whereupon it was agreed to divide the motion 
for amendment, and the first clause was adopted, 
to wit: 

“That the consideration of the original motion be 
postponed.” . 

And, the latter clause of the motion for post- 
ponement being amended, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate will, on the 13th instant, 
take into consideration the subject of amendments to 
the Constitution. 


Frmay, January 3. 


A motion was made and seconded, that the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury lay before the Senate the 
following returns, to wit: 

A statement of the goods, wares, and merchandise, 
exported from the several States from the 1st of July, 
1792, to the Ist of July, 1793, specifying the quantities 
and value of cach kind, and the several countries to 
which the same have respectively been exported. 

A statement of the goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the several States for the same period, 
specifying the quantities and the prime cost, and dutied 
value of each kind, and the several countries from 
which the same have respectively been imported. 

A statement of the tonnage of foreign vessels cn- 
tered into the several States during the same period, 
specifying the several countries to which the said ves- 
sels respectively belong. 

‘A statement of the tonnage of the United States’ 
vessels entered into the several Slates during the same 
period, distinguishing those employed in fisheries, in 
ile coasting and in the foreign trade, aud specifying 
the several countrics from which the said vessels em- 
ployed in said trade came, 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 


Monnpay, January 6. 
- The Senate met to-day, but done no business. 


Turspay, January 7. 
The following Messages were reccived from the 
PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED STATES : 7 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

Experience has shown that it would be useful to have 
an officer partienlarly charged, under the direction of 
the Department of War, with the duties of receiving, 
safe-keeping, and distributing the public supplies, in all 
cases in which the laws and the course of service do 
not devolve them upon other officers; and, also, with 
that of superintending, in all cases, the issues, in de- 
tail, of supplies, with power, for that purpose, to bring 
to account all persons intrusted to make such issues, 
in relation thereto, 

An establishment of this nature, by securing a regu- 
lar and punctual accountability for-the issues of pub- 
lic supplies, would be a great guard against abuse, 
would tend to insure their due application, and to give 
public satisfaction on that point. 

-1 therefore recommend to the consideration of Con- 
gress the expediency of an estublishinent of this nature, 
under such regulations as shall appear to them ad- 
visable. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Usrrep States, January "i, 1794, 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay hefore you an official statement of the expendi- 
ture to the end of the year 1793, from the sum of ten 
thousand dollars, granted to defray the contingent ex- 


penses of Government, by an act passed on the 26th 
of March, 1790. G. WASHINGTON. 


Unrrep Staves, January 7, 1194. 


The Messages and paper referred to in the last- 
recited Message, were severally read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 


Weonespay, January 8. 

Ordered, That the Message of the Presiprvr 
oF THE UNITED Sraves, of the 7th instant, re- 
specting the usefulness of an officer particularly 
charged with the duties of recciving, safe-keeping, 
and distributing the public supplies in certain 
cases, be referred to Messrs. ELLSWORTH, TAYLOR, 
and Braprey, to consider and report thercon to 
the Senate. , 

The following motion was made and seconded : 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Treasury do lay 
before this House the following statements, tu wit: 

First, A statement of the Domestic Debt of the 
United States, as due on the 1st day of January, 1794, 
specifying under distinct heads— 

ist. The Funded Debt, distinguishing the six per 
cents, three per cents, and deferred stock, and in each 
kind of stock, statmg, separately, the amount created 
by the assumption of the State Debts. 

Qd. The Registered Debt. 

3d. The Debt subscribable to the Loan of the United 
States, but which, not being funded or registered at the 
Treasury, is not entitled to a dividend. ' 

4th. The balances duc to creditor States and already 
fonded, (if there be any such,) being the excess of the 
sum respectively by law assumed, for such States, 
above the sums actually subscribed in the Debts of the 
said States. 
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5th, The Domestic Loans for cash, contracted since 
the commencement of the present Government, stating 
the respective times when borrowed, and when hbe- 
coming due, together with the rate of interest. 

êth. All other kinds of Domestic Debts not specially 
included under the five preceding heads, for the pay- 
meut of which no appropriations have been made. 

Second. A statemeit of the Domestic Debt redeemed 
since the commencement of the present Government to 
the first day of January, 1794, distinguisbiug the differ- 
ent species of Debt, and specifying the mode of re- 
demption, and, when redeemed for money, the amount 
of moneys expended ın purchasing the same. 

Third. A general statement of the Foreign Debt of 
the United States, as due on the first day of January, 
1794, stating separately the French Debt, the other 
Debts contracted before the commencement of the pre- 
sent Government, and the Loaus contracted since that 
time; and specifying, in each Debt or Loan, the origi- 
nal amount, the time fiom which the iuterest com- 
menced, the payments already made, with the dates of 
the same, and the places where paid, the amount yet 
due, and the respective times when the same shall be- 
come due. 

Fourth. A specific account of the application of the 
moneys obtained upon Foreigu Loans contracted since 
the commencement of the present Government, to the 
first day of January, 1794, stating the amount of the 
moneys drawn over to America, and of those applied 
in Europe, together with the dates of such applications 
or drafts. 

Fifth. A summary statement of the actual receipts 
and expenditures, from the commencement of the pre- 
sent Government to the last day of December, 1790, 
including all moneys received on account of the United 
States, such parts of the Foreign Loans as have not 
been drawn over to America only excepted; distin- 
guishing the moneys received under each branch of 
the revenue, and the moneys expended under each ap- 
propriation, and stating the balances of each branch of 
the revenue remaining unexpended on the 31st day of 
December, 1790; specifying, separately, such balances 
as were on that day in the Treasury, and such as were 
uncollected, or in hands of any banks, officers, or other 
persons. 

Sixth. Similar and separate statements for the years 
1791, 1792, and 1793, respectively, specifying separately 
in each statement under each branch of the revenue, the 
mhoneys received on account of the revenue of that year, 
and those received on account of the revenue of cach 
preceding year; and stating, so far as the same is now 
practicable, the amount of all moneys? bonds, or se- 
curities, on hand on the first day of Jannary, 1794, 
with the times of payment of such bonds or seenrities. 


Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Represent- 
atives have passed the bill sent from the Senate 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making an al- 
teration in the Flag of the United States,” 


Tirurspay, January 9. 

Agreeably to ihe order of the day, the Senate 
took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the petition of Conrad Laub and others, 
respecting the appointment of ALBERT GALLATIN 
to be a Senator of the United States. 

On motion, : 


| Ordered, That the further consideration of the 
report be postponed until to-morrow. 
A motion was made, that the following amend- 
ment be recommended to the Legislatures of the 
| respective States as part of the Constitution of the 
United States, two-thirds of both Houses agreeing 
thereto : 
| “The powers of the Government of the United 
| States shall not extend to curtail or abridge the limits 
: of the United States, as defined in the Treaty of Peace 
| between Great Britain and the said States, duted at 
i Paris, the third day of Seplember, 1783, nor shall the 
| State rights uf pre emption to Indian hunting grounds, 
within the respective limits, after a fair treaty and 
sale, be questioned.” 
Ordered, That this motion lie on the table. 


Fray, January 10, 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committce on the petition of Conrad 
Laub and others, respecting the appointment of 
ALBERT GALLATIN a Senator of the United States; 
which report is as follows : 

The committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Conrad Laub and others, stating that AL- 
BERT GALLATIN, at the time he was clected a 
Senator of the United States, had not been nine 
years a citizen of the said United States, as is re- 
quired by the Constitution, report : 

“That the cummittee have conferred with Mr. Mi- 
chael Schmyser, agent fur the petitioners, and with Mr. 
Ganratin; that Mr. Schmyser has declared that the 
| petitioners are ready to adduce proofs in support of the 
' petition at such time as the Senate may think proper 
i to appoint ; that Mr. GALLATIN states no objection to 

the trial’s commencing at an early day. "The com- 
mittee therefore recommend that the Senate agree to 
| the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That be assigned for hearing the pe- 
tition of Conrad Laub and others, respecting Mr. Gar- 
Latiy’s right to a seat in the Senate, and that Messrs. 
Gatiatin and Schmyser be furnished with a copy of 
this resolution.” 


| On motion, it was agreed to postpone tho report 
|e the committee, and to take into consideration 
the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That a Committee of Elections, to consist 
of seven, be appuinted to report rules for receiving 
petitions and conducting inquiries relative tu the quali- 
| fications of a Senator ; and that the petition of Conrad 

Laub and others be referred to the same committee, to 
state the facts, and that they be authorized to send for 
` persons and papers.” 

On which a motion was made and seconded to 
postpone this motion and to take up the following: 

“That be a committee to ascertain and state to 
the Senate the facts relative to the time when ALBERT 
GALLATIN became a citizen of the United States, and 
that the said committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers,” 

Whereupon, a motion was made and seconded 
to postpone the preceding, and to take into con- 
sideration the following motion : 

“ Resolved, That a Committee of Elections be ap- 
pointed, and that the petition of Conrad Laub and 
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others be referred to it, to report their opinion-on the 
merits of the said petition.” 


And, after debate, the Senate adjourned. 


Monnay, January 13. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the pe- 
tition of Conrad Laub and others, respecting the 
appointment of Mr. Gatnatin to be a Senator of 
the United States. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That a Committee of Elections, to con- 
sist of seven, be appointed, and that the petition of 
Conrad Laub and others be referred, without pre- 
judice as to any questions which may, upon the 
hearing, be raised by the sitting member, as to the 
sufficiency of the parties and the matter charged in 
the petition, to the same committee, to state the 
facts, and that they be authorized to send for per- 
sons and papers; also, that Messrs. BRADLEY, ELLS- 
WORTH, MITCHELL, RUTHERFURD, BROWN, LIVER- 
more, and TayLor, be this committee. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
took into consideration the subject of amendments 
to the Constitntion of the United States; and it 
was agreed to consider at this time the following 
motion: 

« Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring, That the 
following article be proposed to the Legislatures of the 
several States, as an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States; which, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be valid as part 
of the said Constitution, to wit : 

“The Judicial power of the United States shall not 
be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, 
commenced or prosecuted against one of the United 
States by citizens of another State, or by citizens or 
subjects of any foreign State.” 


And, after debate, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the 
motions of the 24th of December last, and the 9th 
of January instant, on the subject of amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, be post- 
poned until to-morrow, and that the several mo- 
tions on this subject be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the mo- 
tion made the third instant, respecting certain state- 
ments from the Secretary of the ‘lreasury; and, 
having agreed to sundry amendments thereon, it was 
adopted, as follows: 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
lay before the Senate a statement of the goods, 
wares, and merchandise, exported from the several 
States fram the first day of July, 1792, to the 30th 
day of June, 1793; specifying the quantities and 
value of each kind, and the several countries to 
which the same liave respectively been exported. 

Statements uf the goods, wures, and merchan- 
dise imported into the several States, from the Ist 
day of July, 1791, to the 30th day of June, 1792, 
and from the Ist day of July, 1792, to the 30th day 
of June, 1793; specifying, for each period sepa- 


rately, the quantities and the prime cost and du- 
tied values of each kind, and the several countries 
from which the same have respectively been im- 
ported, 

Statements of the tonnage of foreign vessels, 
entered into the several States, from the Ist day of 
July, 1791, to the 30th day of June, 1792, and from 
the lst day of July, 1792, to the 30th day of June, 
1793; specifying, for each period separately, the 
several countries to which the said vessels respect- 
ively belong. 

Statements of the tonnage of the United States’ 
vessels, entered into the several States, from the 
Ist day of July, 1791, to the 30th day of June, 
1792, and from the Ist day of July, 1792, to the 
30th day of June, 1793; distinguishing, for each 
period separately, those employed in fisheries, in the 
coasting and in the foreign trade, and specifying the 
several countries from which the said vessels em- 
ployed in the forcign trade came. 


TUESDAY, January 14. 


Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
took into consideration the motion made yesterday 
for an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, respecting the Judicial power there- 
of. 

On motion by Mr. GaLLATIN, that the motion be 
amended to read as follows: 


“The Judicial power of the United States, except in 
cases arising under treaties made under the authority of 
the United States, shall not be construed to aaa | to 
any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted 
against one of the United States, by citizens of another 
State, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign State.” 

It passed in the negative. 

On wotion, that the motion be amended to read 
ag follows: 


“The Judicial power of the United States extends to 
all cases in law and equity in which one of the United 
States is a party ; but no suit shall be prosecuted against 
one of the United States by citizens of another State, or 
by citizens or subjects of a foreign State, where the 
cause of action shall have arisen before the ratification 
of this amendment,” 

It passed in the negative. 


And on the question to agree to the resolution as 
follows: 


“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the following article be proposed to the Legislatures of 
the several States, as an atnendiment to the Constitution 
of the United States; which, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be valid as part of 
the said Constitution, to wit; 

“The Judicial power of the United States shall not 
be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, 
commenced or prosecuted against one of the United 
States, by citizens of another State, or by citizens or 
subjecta of any foreign State :” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 2, as 
follows: 


Yeas.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Rurr, 
Butler, Cabot, Edwards, Ellsworth, Foster, Frelinghuy- 
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Langdon, Liver- 


Tay- ; 


sen, Hawkins, Jackson, Izard, King, i 
| 


more, Martin, Mitchell, Monroe, Robinson, Strong, 
lor, aud Vining. 
Nays.—Messrs. Gallatin and Rutherfurd. ! 


Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives in this 
resolution. , 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 3 
following motion, viz : i 

“That the Constitution he amended by adding, at 
the end of the 9th section of the 1st article, the follow- : 
ing clause: hil 

“ Nor ehall any person, holding any office or stock in 
any institution in the nature of a Bank, for iasuing or : 
discounting bills or notes payable to bearer or order, | 
under the authority of the United States. be a member | 
of either House whilst he holds such office or stock; i 
but no power to grant any charter of incorporation, or | 
any commercial or other monopoly, shall be hereby 1m- 
plied.” 

And, after debate, the further consideration of | 
this motion was postponed until to-morrow. | 


Wepnespay, January 15. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before you, as being connected with the corre- 
spondence already in your possession, between the Se- 
cretary of State and the Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic, the copy of a Letter from that Min- | 
ister of the 25th of December, 17y2, and a copy of the | 
proceedings of the Legislature of the State of South 
Carolina. 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep Sratzs, January 15, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to were | 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
motion made yesterday for an amendment to the 
Constitution of .the United States, inhibiting the | 
holders of any office or stock in the Bank of the 
United States from a seat in either House of 
Congress. 

On motion to amend the motion, to be read as | 
follows: 

' “Nor shall any person holding any office in any in- 
stitution in the nature of a Bank, under the authority | 
of the United States, be a member of either House 
whilst he holds such office ; but no power to grant any ' 
eharler of incorporation, or any commercial or other | 
monopoly, shall be‘hereby implied.” | 
` And, after debate, the further consideration therc- | 
of was postponed until to-morrow. 


Taurspay, January 16. 
l 


: The Senate resumed the consideration of the mo- | 
tion made yesterday, to amend the motion under | 
consideration the 14th instant, for an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United Stuutes, inhibiting 
the holders of any office or stock in the Bank of | 
the United States froin a seat in either House of 
Congress, : 
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On motion to amend the amendment, s0 thet ik 
be read as follows: 

“ Nor shall any person holding any cffice 1n the Dank 
of the United States bea meniber of either House whilet 
he holds such office: but no power to gravt any charter 
of incorporation, or any commercial or other monupoly 
shall be hereby implied :” 

Jt passed in the affirmative years 13, my | 
follows: 

Yeu, —Mesrs, Bradley. Brown, Burr, Bater Ede 
wards, Gallatin, Hawking Jachsun, Izard. Marun. Mon- 
roe, Robinson, ard Tayler. 

Nays. — Messrs. Bradford, Cabot. Fil-w orth. Pater, 
Frelinghuysen, King, Langdon, Liveriucre, Mitchell, 
Morris, Strong, and Vining. 

On motion it was agreed to expunge the follow. 
ing clause of the motion Just adopted : 

“ But no power to grant any charter of incorparatia, 
or any commercial or other monopoly, shall be hereby 
implied :” and, 

On the question to agree to the motion, amend- 
ed us follows: 

“ Nor shall any person holding any office in the Pank 
of the United States be a member of either House 
whilst he holds such office ” 

It passed in the negative, yeas 12, nays 13—as 
follows: 

Yeas,— Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gallatin, Hawkins, Jack~on, Maruo. Monroe, 
Robinson, and Taylor. 

Naye.—Mesers. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Izard, King, Langden, Livermore, 
Mitchell. Morris, Strong, and Vining. 

On motion it was agreed that the further consi- 
deration of amendments to the Constitution of the 
United Siates be postponed. 

The following Message was reecived from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srates: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

of the House of Representatives : 

T transmit, for your information, certain intelligence 
lately received from Europe, as it relates tu the subject 
of my past communications. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unsirep Srares, January 16, 1794. 

The Message and papers referred to were read, 
and ordered to lie for consideration. 

Ordered, That the Secretory of the Department 
of State be requested to ley before the Senate a 
translation of the Act of Navigation passed by the 
National Convention of France, communicated this 
day in the original. 

Agreeably to notice given, Mr. Bercer obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to amend the aci, entitled 

* An act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States;” which was read the first 
time, 

i On motion that this bili have a second reading, 

in the words following, to wit: 

Whereas it is inexpedient that the Government of the 
United States should continue to hold any stock 10 
the Bank of the United States, or have any political 
connexion with the said Bank, or anv other connex- 
ion with it, otherwise than in common with otber 
banks within the United States : 


January, 1794] E 


Ist, Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives in Congress assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the 11th and 16th articles 
of the 7th section, and the 9th section, of the act, enti 
tled “ An act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States,” be, and the same are hereby, re- | 
pealed. 

2d. Be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to dispose i 
of, by sale, in such manner as he shall deem most con- 
ducive to the public interest, and as soon as may be after 
the passing of this act, all the interest or stock which 
the public were possessed of, or entitled to, in the said 
Bank, by virtue of their enbscription to the same, in | 
conformity to the 11th section of said act, the proceeds | 
of which sales shall be disposed of as hereafter directed. 
And whereas it is desirable that the Debt due by the 
United States to the said Bank, by virtue of the sub- 
scription aforesaid, should be discharged at as early a 
period as may be,as well that the parties interested in 
the institution may become possessed of the funds, by 
which it is designed to be constituted, as the public 
completely exonerated from all claims or demands on 
that account, 

3d. Be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause | 
to be adjusted,*if practicable, with the Directors of said 
Bank, upon such terms as shall be deemed just and 
reasonable, the balance which may be due by the United 
States to said Bank by virtue of said subscription, and 
the amount to be paid off, at such time or times as shall 
be agreed on, out of the proceeds of the sales of said 
stock : Provided, nevertheless, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to imply avy obligation on 
the said Directors to accept of any adjustment, or pay- 
ments, other than contained in, and specitied by, the 
act aforesaid. 

4th. And be it further enacted, That, if any surplus 
or balance shall remain from the sales aforesaid, after 
such adjustment with, or payment to, the Directors afore- 
said, such balance shall be, and is hereby, applied to. 

lt passed in the negative, yeas 12, nays 13—as 
follows : 

Yeas.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gallatin, Hawkivs, Jackson, Martin, Monroe, 
Robinson, and Taylor. 

Nays,—Messrs. Bradford, Cahot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Izard, King, Langdon, Livermore, 
Mitchell, Morris, Stroug, and Vining. 


On motion, by Mr. Martis, that the Senate 
adopt the following resolutions: 


“ Resolved, That, in all representative Governments, 
the Representatives are responsible for their conduct to 
their constituents, who are entitled to such informa- 
tion that a discrimination and just estimate be made 
thereof. 

“ Resolved, That the Senate of the United States, be- 
ing the Representatives of the sovereignties of the indi- 
vidual States, whose basis is the people, owe equal re- 
sponsibility to the Powers by which they are appointed, 
as if that body were derived immediately from the 
people, and that ail questions and debates, arising there 
upon in their Legislative aud Judiciary capacity ought 
to be public. 

« Resolved, That the mode adopted by the Senate of 
publishing theit Journals, and extracts from them, in 
Dewspa pers, is not adequate to the purpose of circulating 
satisfactory information. While the principles and de- 
signs of the individual members are withheld from pub- 
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lic view, responsibility is destroyed, which, on the pub- 
licity of their deliberations, would be restored ; the 
constitutional powers of the Senate become more im- 
portant, in being more influential over the other branch 
of the Legislature ; abuse of power, mal-administration 
of office, more easily detected and corrected ; jealousies, 
rising in the public mind from secret VLegislation, pre- 
vented, and greater confidence placed by our fellow- 
citizena in the National Government, by which their 
lives, liberties, and properties, are to be secured and 
protected. 

“ Resolved, therefore, That it be a standing rule, that 
the doors of the Senate Chamber remain open while 
the Senate shall be sitting in a Legislative and Judi- 
ciary capacity, except on such occasions as in their 
judgment may require secrecy ; and that this rule com- 
mence on — day of i 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration, 
and that, in the mean time, the proposed resolu- 
tions be printed for the use of the Senate. 


Fripay, January 17. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
subject of amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States; and, after debate, on motion, it was 
agreed that the further consideration thereof be 
postponed. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the motion made 
yesterday, that the doors of the Senate Chamber 
remain open under certain restrictions; and, on 
motion, it was agreed that the further considera- 
tion thereof be postponed until Wednesday next. 

On motion, that the Senate adopt the following 
order: : 

“ That the Secretary of State be directed to lay be- 
fore the Senate the correspondences which have been 
had between the Minister of the United States at the 
Republic of France and said Republic, and between 
said Minister and the office of Secretary of State :” 

Ordered, That this motion lie until Monday 
next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 8th of January, instant, that the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury lay hefore the Senate cer- 
tain statements of the Public Debt; and, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until Monday next. 


Monpay, January 20. 


The petition of Thomas Person and others, a 
committee on behalf of themselves and the other - 
purchasers of lands in the ceded Territory South 
of the Ohio, referring to a petition presented to 
the Legislature of the State of North Carolina, 
praying for redress of certain matters therein con- 
tained, was presented and read. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

On motion, it was agreed that the motion made 
on the 17th instant, that the Secretary for the De- 
partment of State be directed to lay before the 
Senate the correspondences which have been had 
between the Minister of the United States at the 
Republic of France and said Republic, should be 
further postponed. 

The consideration of the motion made on the 
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8th instant, that the Secretary for the Department | rately, in each statement, under each branch of the 
of the ‘Treasury be requested to lay before the Se- | revenue, the moneys received on account of the reventie 
nate certain statements of the Public Debt, was į ofthat year and those received on aecount ofthe revenue 
resumed; and being amended, was adopted, as of each preceding year, and staling, so far as the same 
follows: ? : is uow practicable, the amount of all moneys, bonds or 
. | securities, on hand, on the first day of January, 1794, 
Ordered, That the Secretary of ibe Treasury do Jay | with the times of payment of such bonds or securities, 
before this House the following statements, to wit: ` | 
First. A statement of the Domestic Debt of the Unit- 
ed States as due on the Ist day of January, 1794, spe Tursvay, January 21. 
ifyi istinct heads— 5 . 
a idea rea ea oa dictinaraishing the six per | The following Message was received from the 
eents, three per cents, and Deferred Stock, and in each | PRESIDENT Or THE UNITED States: 
kind of stock stating, separately, the amount created | Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
by the assumption of the State Deis. of the House of Representatives : 
a the AA to the Loan of the United; Having already laid before you a Letter of the 16th 
í J scriba > Loan g z ¥ Fe tea 
States, but which, vot being funded or registered at the | °. August, 1793, from the Secretary of State to our 
Treasury, is not entitled to adividénd; | Minister at Paris, stating the conduct and urging the 


4th. The balances due to creditor States and already Í recal, of the Minisier Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
funded if there be any such, being the excess of the | Fiance, I now eoumunicate to you, that his conduct has 
sums respectively by law assumed for such States, | been unequivocally disapproved ; and that the strongest 


above the sums actually subscribed in the Debts of the | #**Urances have been given, thal his reeal should be 


said States. , expedited without delay, 

bth, The Domestic Loans for cash contracted since | 
the commencement of the present Government, stating 
the respective lines when burrowed and when beeom-| The Message was read, and ordered to lie on 
ing due, together with the rale of interest. | file. 

th. All other kinds of Domestic Debts not speialy | The memorial of the people called Quakers 
included under the five preceding heads, fur the pay- from the yearly meeting held at Rhode Island for 
ment of which, no appropriations have heen made. New England, in the year 1793, was presented 


Second, A statement of the Domestic Debt redeemed K ; 4 
A r o OSS cis s 
since the commencement of the present Government, to and read, praying Congr ess to exercise the autho 


the first day of January, 1794; distinguishing the dif rity vested in them by the Constitution for the 
ferent species of Debt, and specifying the mode of re- | suppression of the slave trade. 
demption, and, when redeemed for money, the amount Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 
of moneys expended in purchasing the same. | The following Message was received from the 
Third, A gencral statement of the Foreign Debt of | PRESIDENT or tur Unrrep STATES: 
the United States as due on the 1st day of January, |, , 
1794; stating, separately, the French Debt, the other | “entlemen of the Senate, and , 
Debts contracted before the commencement of the pre- of the House of Representatives : 
sent Government, and the Loans contracted since that | Tt is with satisfaction I annonnee to you that the 
time; and specifying, in each Debt ur Loan, the original | alterations which have been made by Jaw in the original 
amount, the time from which the interest commenced, | plan for raising a duty on spirits distilled within the 
the pay ments already made, with the dates of the same, | United States, and on stills, co-operating with better 
and the places where paid, the amount yet. due, and the ; information, have had a cousiderable influence in obviat- 
respective times when the same shall become due. | ing the difficultics, which have embarrassed that branch 
Fourth A specific account of the application of the ; of the public revenue, But the obstacles which have 
Tnoneys obtained upon Foreign Loans, contracted since | been experienced, though lessened, are not yet entirely 
the commencemeut of the present Government, to the | Surmounted ; and it would seem that some further Le- 
Ast day of January, 1794, stating the amount of the | gislative provisions may usefully be superadded ; whieh 
moneys drawy over to America, and those applied in | leads me to recal the attention of Congress to the aub- 
Europe, together with the dates of such applications | ject. Among the matters which may demand regu- 
or drafts. | lation, is the effect, in point of organization, produced 
Fifth. A summary statement of the actual reccipts | by the separation of Kentucky from the State of Yir- 
and expenditures from the commencement of the present ' ginia; and the situation, with regard to the law, of the 
Government to the last day of December, 1790, includ- | Territorics Northwest and Southwest of the Ohio. 
ing all moneys received on account of the United | The laws respecting light house establishments, re- 
States, such parts of the Foreign Loans as have not been | quire, as a condition of their permanent mainienance, 
drawn over to America only excepted; distinguishing | at the expense of the United States, a complete cession 
the moneys received under each branch of the revenue, | of soil and jurisdiction, The cessions of different States 
and the moneys expended under exch appropriation, | having becn qualified with a reservation of the right of 
and stating the balances of each branch of the revenue serving legal process within the ceded jurisdiction, are 
remaining uncxpended on the 31st day of December, | understood to he inconclusive, as annexing a qualifica 
1790, specifying separately such balances as were on | tion not consonant, with the terms of the law. I present 
that day in the ‘Treasury, and such as were uncollected | this circumstance to the view of Congress, that they 
or in the hands of any banks, officers, or other per- | may judge whether any alteration ought to be made. 
sun, As it appears to be conformable with the intention of 
Sixth. Similar and separate statements for the Years | the * Ordinance for the Government of the Tertitory of 
1791, and 1792, respectively. and, eo far as the same | the United States Northwest of the river Ohio,” although 


is now practicable, for the year 1798; speetfyiug, sepa ‘it is not expressly directed, that the laws of that Terri- 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Usirep Starrs, January 20, 1794. 
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tory should be laid before Congress, I now transmit to 
you a copy of such as have been passed, from July to 
December, 1792, inclusive ; being the last which have 
been received by ihe Secretary of Slate. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unrrep States, January 21, 1794. 


The Message and copy of laws referred to were 
read, and ordercd to lie for consideration. 

Ordered, That Messrs. BRADLEY, LIVERMORE, 
and Brown, be a committce to take into consider- 
ation the laws passed in the Territory of the 
United States Northwest of the river Ohio, from 
July to December, 1792, inclusive, and report 
thereon to the Senate. 


WEDNESDAY, January 22, 

The Vice PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
sundry Communications from the Secretary for 
the Department of War, respecting a Treaty of 
Peace lately concluded by James Seagrove, agent 
for Indian affairs on behalf of the United States, 
with the chiefs and warriors on behalf of the 
Creck Indians. 

The papers communicated were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Agrceably to the order of the day, the Senate 
took into consideration the motion made the 16th 
instant, that the doors of the Scnate Chamber 
“should remain open while the Senate shall be 
sitting in a Legislative and Judiciary capacity.” 

On motion, it was agreed to postpone the con- 
sideration of this subject to this day fortnight. 


THURSDAY, January 23. 

On motion, by Mr. Caxor, “that a committee 
be appointed to consider of the expediency of al- 
lowing the drawback on the re-exportation of 
goods, wares, and merchandise, from ports other 
that those into which they were first imported, 
and to report a bill for that purpose, if they shall 
think it proper :” ‘ 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF TIE UNITED STATES: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I forward to you extracts from the last advices from 

our Minister in London, as being connected with com- 


munications already made. 
G. WASHINGTON. 


Unirep STATES, January 22, 1794. 


The Message and extracts were read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 

A message from the Tlonse of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act for completing and better 
supporting the Military Establishment of the 
United States,” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bill was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The motion made on the 17th instant, that the 
Secretary of State be directed to lay before the 
Senate the correspondences which have been had 


between the Minister of the United States at the 
Republic of France and said Republic, and be- 
tween said Minister and the office of the Secretary 
of State, was resumed; and À 

A motion was made to amend the motion, to be 
read as follows: 

“That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to lay before the Senate the correspondences 
which have been had between the Minister of the 
United. States at the Republic of France and said Re- 
public, and between said Minister and the office of the 
Secretary of State :” 


And, after debate, the Senate adjourned. 


FRIDAY, January 24. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made on the 17th instant, together with 
the amendinent proposed on the 23d, respecting 
the correspondences which have been had between 
the Minister of the United States at the Republic 
of France and said Republic. 

And on motion, to agree to the resolution, 
amended as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to lay before the Senate the correspond- 
ences which have been had between the Minister of ` 
the United States at the Republic of France and said 
Republic, and between said Minister and the office of 
the Secretary of State:” 

Tt passed in the affirmative—ycas 13, nays 11, 
as follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs, Bradley, Brown, Borr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gallatin, Ilawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, 
Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor. 

Nays—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Izard, Liyermore, Mitchell, Morris, 
Strong, and Vining. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay this resolution 
before the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for completing 
and better supporting the Military Establishment 
of the United States,” was read the second time. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of this 
bill be postponed until Monday next. 


Monbay, January 27. 

The Scnate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act for eompleting and 
better supporting the Military Establishment of 
the United States ;” and 

Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs, ELLS- 
WORTH, LIVERMORE, STRONG, IZARD, and. LANG- 
DON, to consider and report thercon to the Senate. 


TUESDAY, January 28. 

The memorial of Joseph Bloomfield, President 
of, and in behalf of the Convention of Delegates 
from the Abolition Societies within the United 
States, was presented and read, praying Congress 
to pass a law prohibiting the trattic carried on by 
the citizens of the United States fur the supply of 
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slaves to forcign nations, and preventing foreign- |-30th of December last, respecting certain impedi- 
ers from fitting out vessels for the slave trade in| ments in the coinage of the precious metals, to- 


the ports of the United States. 

The Vick PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Sccretary of State, enclosing a 
translation of the French Act of Navigation. 


WEDNESDAY, January 29. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the committee appointed December last, w 


to consider the bill, sent from the House of Kepre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for 
completing and better supporting the Military 
Establishment of the United States,” reported 
amendments, which were agreed to. 


gether with the Report of the Secretary for the 
Department of State thereon. 

Ordered, That Messrs. CABOT, IZARD, and 
ELLSWORTH, be a committee to take into consider- 
ation and report on that part of the Message of the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, of the 30th of 
hich respects certain impediments 
to the coinage of the precious metals, together 
with the Report of the Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of State thereon. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the last paragraph of the said Message, and the 


Ordered, Thut the further consideration of this | Papers to which it refers; and 


bill be postponed. 


Tiurspay, January 30. 
The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives ; 


Ordered, 'That they be committed to the com- 
mittee last mentioned, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 


TUESDAY, February 4. 
A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 


Communications have been made to Congress during | bill, entitled “An act providing for the relief of 


the present session, with the intention of affording a full 
view of the posture of affairs on the Southwestern 
frontiers. By the information which has lately been 
laid before Congress, it appeared that the difficulties 
with the Creeks had been amicably and happily termi- 
nated. But it will be perceived with regret, by the 
papers herewith transmitted, that the tranquility has 
untortunately been of short duration, owing to the mur 
der of several friendly Indians, by some lawless white 
men. 

The condition of things in that quarter, requires the 
serious and immediate consideration of Congress, and 
the adoption of such wise and vigorous laws as will be 
competent to the preservation of the national character, 
and of the pence made under the authority of the 
United States with the several Indian tribes, Expe- 
rience demonstrates that the existing legal provisions 
are entirely inadequate to those great objects. 

. G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srates, January 30, 1794. 

The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the sccond reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act for completing and 


such of the inhabitants of Saint Domingo, resi- 
dent within the United States, as may be found in 
want of support,” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

This bill was read the first time, and ordcred to 
a second reading. 


WEDNESDAY, February 5. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act providing for 
the relief of such of the inhabitants of Saint Do- 
mingo, resident within the United States, as may 
be found in want of support,” was read the second 
time; and, after debate, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. CABOT reported, from the committee ap- 
pointed to take into consideration the last clause 
of the Message of the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, of the 30th December, which report was 
read; and, after debate, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the 16th January last, that the doors 


better supporting the Military Establishment of | of the Senate remain open while the Senate shall 
the United States ;” and, after debate, the further | be sitting in a Legislative and Judiciary capacity. 


consideration thereof was postponed. 


FRIDAY, January 31. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent trom the House of Represontatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act for completing aud 
better supporting the Military Establishment of 
the United States;” and, after debate, 

Resolved, That this bill do not pass. 

Ordered, That the Sceretary notify the House 
of Representatives that the Senate do not concur 
in this bill. 


Monpay, February 3. 


The Senate took into consideration the Message 
of the PRESIDENT or tHE UNITED STATES, of the 


Ordered, That the consideration thereof be post- 
poned to this day fortnight. 


THURSDAY, February 6. 

Mr. Porrs, from Maryland, attended. 

The petition of Jonathan Holton, late a Lieute- 
nant in the Militia of New Hampshire, was pre- 
sented and read, stating that he was wounded in 
the battle of Bennington, and disabled trom labor, 
and praying to be reinstated in the list of invalid 
pensioners. 

Ordered, That this petition be referred to the 
Seerctary for the Department of War to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
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concurrence, entitled ‘An act providing for the 
relief of such of the inhabitants of Saint Domingo, 
resident within the United States, as may be found 
in want of support.” 

On motion that it be recommitted, for the pur- 
pose of further inquiry, it passed in the negative. 

And, after agreeing to an amendment, the bill 
was ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
report of the committee on the last clause of the 
Message of the PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES, 
of the 30th December. 

On motion to recommit the report, and that the 
committee be instructed to bring in a bill for the 
purposes therein mentioned, it passed in the nega- 
tive. lt was then agreed that the report of the 
committee be adopted. 

Whereupon, it was 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the payment notified by the President 
of the United States, in his Message of the 80th of De 
cember last, to have been made, be approved ; and that 
the President be authorized to make further advances 
on the same account, as he may judge expedient, not 
exceeding in the whole the amount which might be 
claimed of the United States, on the principles stated 
in the Message. 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concur- 
ne of the House of Representatives in this reso- 

ution. 


Fray, February 7. 


The following Message was received from the 
Persipenr oF THe Unirep STATES: ` 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to you an Act and three Ordinances pass- 
ed by the Governtnent of the Territory of the United 
States South of the river Obiv, on the 13th and 21st of 
March, and the 7th of May, 1793; and also certain Let- 
ters from the Minister Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic, to the Scerctary of State, enclosing despatches 
from the General and Extraordinary Commission of 
Gaudaloupe. Q. WASHINGTON. 

Unirev Srares, February 7, 1794. 


The Message and papers thercin referred to were 
read. 

Ordered, hat the Act and three Ordinances, 
mentioned in the Message, be referred to the com- 
mittee appointed the 21st of January last, to whom 
were referred the laws passed in the Territory 
Northwest of the Ohio, to consider and report there- 
on to the Senate. 

Ordered, That the other papers referred to in the 
Message lie for consideration. \ 

The Senate proceeded to the third reading of the 
bill sent from the House of Representatives for con- 
currence, entitled, ‘‘ An act providing for the relief 
of such of the inhabitants of Saint Domingo, resi- 
dent within the United States, as may be found in 
want of support.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this bill pass as amended. 

Resolved, That the resolution passed yesterday, 
on the report of the committee appointed to consi- 


der the last paragraph of the Message from the 
Presipest or Tue Uniren Srarrs, of the 30th of 
December last, be reconsidered. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Burr, ELLsworTH, and 
Kine, be a committee io take into consideration the 
Message from the Presipent or rae Unirep States 
of the 30th December, and that the committee be 
directed to report a bill to carry the same into exe- 
cution. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Treasurer of the United States, to- 
gether with his War Department account; which 
were read. 

Ordered, That they lie on the table. 


Monpay, February 10. 


The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of the 
Treasury, in reference to the orders of Senate of 
the 20th January last for a return of sundry state- 
ments from that Department; which Letter was 
read. 

Mr. Brapiey reported from the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of Conrad Laub and 
others, respecting the appointment of Mr. Gatta- 
Tin to be a Senator of the United States; and the 
report was read. 

Ordered, That Wednesday next be assigned to 
take this report into consideration, and that, in the 
mean time, it be printed for the use of the Senate. 

On motion, that the Senate adopt the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That the doors of the Senate be opened, 
and continue open, during the discussion upon the con- 
tested election of ALBERT GALLATIN.” 


Ordered, That this motion lie on the table until 
to-morrow, 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House concur in 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act providing for the relief of such of the in- 
habitants of Saint Domingo, resident within the 
United States, as may be found in want of sup- 
port.” 


Tuespay, February 11. 


Mr. Strone, from the committee appointed the 
94th of December last, to consider that part of the 
Speech of the Presmenr or THE UNITED STATES 
which recommends further provision against offen- 
ces, reported a bill; which was read the first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

A motion was made, 

“That the petition of Conrad Taub and others, citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, stating that ALBERT GALLATIN 
had nol. heen More than cight years a citizen of the 
United States at the time of his election as a Senator, 
is sufficient, as well in respect to the competency of the 
petitioners, as in respect to the matter alleged in the 
petition, to authorize the Senate to inquire and decide 
whether the said ALtsert Gartain had been a citizen 
of the United States the term of years required by the 
Constitution as a qualitication to be a Senator of the 
United States.” 

Ordered, That this motion lie until to-morrow. 
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On motion it was 

Ordered, That the Letter of the Secretary of the 
-Department of the Treasury, communicated yester- 
day, be referred to Messrs. GALLLATIN, ELLSWORTH, 
and Taycor, to consider and report thercon to the 
Senate, 

Agreeably to the: order of the day, the Senate 
took into consideration the motion made yesterday 
that the doors of the Senate be opened during the 
discussion of the contested election of Mr. GALLA- 
TIN. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the doors of the Senate he opened, 
and continue open during the disenssion npan the 
contested election of ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Mr. Brapiey reported from the committee to 
whom was referred the Act and three Ordinances 
mentioned in the Message from the PRESIDENT oF 
THR Unirep rares of the Tth instant, enacted 
and ordained by the Governor and Judges of the 
Territory South of the river Ohio, “ that Congress 
do not disapprove the same,” and the report was 
agreed to, 


Wepxrspay, February 12. 


On motion, that the consideration of the report 
of the committee on the petition of Conrad Laub 
and others, respecting the appointment of Mr. GAL- 
LATIN to be a Senator of the United States, be post- 
poned untfl Monday next; it was passed in the 
affirmative, 

A message from the Jouse of Representatives, 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed a 
bill entitled “ An act for the relief of Thomas Jen- 
kins and Sons,” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. ' 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Thomas Jenkins and Sons,” was read a first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill in addition to “The act for the punish- 
ment of certain crimes against the United States,” 
was read the second time; and, after debate, the 
further consideration of the bill was postponed. 


Tuurspay, February 13. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Thomas Jenkins and Sons,” was read the sceond 
time, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, in addition to “ The act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the Uniled States :” and, 
after debate, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed. 

Mr. Burg, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the Message from the PRESIDENT or rue 
Uniren Sratus, of tho 30th of December last, re- 
ported a bill authorizing aud directing the settle- 
ment of the accounts of Major General LAFAYETTE; 
which was read the first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 


Fripay, February 14. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Thomas Jenkins and Sons,” was read the third 
time and passed. 

The bill authorizing and dirccting the settlement 
of the accounts of Major General DAFAYETTE was 


| read the second time, and, after debate, it was or- 
| dered to lie for consideration and inquiry. 


The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill in addition to ‘The act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States;” and, 
after debate, the bill was ordered to be committed. 

Mr. Cazot, from the committee appointed the 
third instant, reported a bill in alteration of the act 
establishing a Mint and regulating the coins of the 
United States, which was read the first time and 
ordered to a second reading. 


Monvay, February 17. 


The petition of Michael Schmyser, agent for Con- 
rad Laub and others, petitioners against the clec- 
tion of ALBERT GALLATIN, to be a Senator of the 
United States, was presented and read, praying to 
be heard by connsel. 

Ordered, That the prayer of the petition be 
granted 

The consideration of the report of the committee 
on the petition of Conrad Laub and others, respect- 
ing the election of Mr. Gauzatin to be a Senator of 
the United States, was resumed, and, after progress, 
it was ordered that the consideration thereof be 
postponed until Wednesday next. 

The bill in alteration of “The act establishing 
a Mint and regulating the coins of the United 
States,” was read the second time and ordered to a 
third reading. 


Tuespay, February 18, 


Mr. Strong, from ithe commillee to whom was 
recommitted the Dill in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States, reported amendments. . 

Ordered, That the bill be printed as the commit- 
tee have reported it amended. 

The bill in alteration of the act establishing a 
Mint and regulating the coins of the United States 
was read the third time and passed. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
the Treasury, together with fourteen statements of 
tonnage, for a year ending the 30th of September, 
1792, according to the entries of vessels in the 
United States during that period; which were 
read and ordered to lie for consideration. 


Wepxespay, February 19. 


James Gunn, from Georgia took his seat in the 
Senate. 

Agrecably to the order of the day, the Senate 
resumed the. consideration of the report of the 
committee ou the petition of Courad Laub and 
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others, respecting the election of Mr. GaLLaTtIN to | quire secrecy; and that this rule commence on —— 


be a Senator of the United States, | day of i 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be further | It passed in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 13, aa 
postponed until to-morrow. | follows : 

The following Message was received from the’ yyas— Messrs. Brarlford, Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES : Foster, Frelinghuysen, Izard, Langdon, Livermore, 
Gentlanen of the Senate Mitchell, Morris, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. 

and of the House of Representatives : Nays.—Mesers. Brown, Burr, Butler, Edwards, Gal- 


I lay before you the copy of a Letter which I have latin, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, King, Martin, Monroe, 
received from the Chief Justice and Associate Justices | Potts, and Taylor. 
of the Supreme Court of the United States; and, at The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
their desire, the representation, mentioned in the said | bill, authorizing and directing the settlement of the 
Letter, pointing out certain defects in the Judiciary | accounts of Major General Larayerre; and having 
system. G. WASHINGTON. | amended the sume, the bill was ordered to a third 
Unrrep Srarss, February 19, 1794. reading. 


On motion to reconsider the following motion, to 


The Message and representation therein referred 
to were read. | wit: 

Ordered, That they be referred to Messrs. ELLS- i “ Resolved, That it be a standing rule that the doors 
WORTH, STRONG, TAYLOR, LIVERMORE, and Ports, | of the Senate Chamber remain open while the Senate 
to cousider and report thereon to the Senate: shall be sitting ina Legislative and Judiciary capacity, 

Cunformably to the order of the day, the Senate | except on such occasions as. in their judgment, may re- 
resumed the consideration of the motion, made on | quire Secrecy ; and that this rule commence on —— 
the 16th of January last, that the doors of the | 94y of : 

Senate Chamber remain open while the Senate; It passed in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 10, as 
shall be sitting in a Legislative and Judiciary ca- | follows: 


picity. Yeas.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
On motion, by Mr. Martis, that the question be | wards, Foster, Gallatin, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, King, 
now taken on the propositions generally, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Monroe, Potts, and Tay- 


A motion was made for the previous question, | lor. 
to wit: Shall the question be now put on the fol- |_| Nays—Measrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fre- 
lowing preliminary resolutions ? linghuysen, Tzard, Mitchell, Morris, Rutherfurd, Strong, 

and Vining. 

Resolved, That, in all Representative Governments, Be e : 
the Representatives are responsible for their conduct to A motion waa made to amend the motion last 
their constituents, who are entitled to such information, reconsidered, as follows : , 
that a discrimination and just estimate be made thereof “ Resolved, That, after the end of the present session 

Resolved, That the Senate of the United States, be- | of Congress, and, so soon as suitable galleries shall be 
ing the Representatives of the Sovereignties of the in- | provided for the Senate Charnber, the said galleries 
dividual States, whose basis is the people, owe equal | shall be permitted to be opened every morning, 60 long 
responsibility to the powers by which they are appowt- | 43 the Senate shall be engaged in their Legislative 
ed, as if that body were derived immediately from the | capacity, unless in such cases as may in the opinion of 
people, and that all questions and debates arising there- the Senate a e secrecy, after which the said galle- 
upon in their Legislative and Judiciary capacity, ought | ries shall be closed :” , 
to be public. - And, after debate, the Senate adjourned. 

Resolved, That the mode adopted by the Senate of 
publishing their journals, and extracts from them, in 
newspapers, is not adequate to the purpose of circulating 
satielacuory information. While he Principles and de- Taurspay, February 20. 
signs of the individual members are withheld from pub- The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
lie view, respousibility is destroyed, which, on the pub- | motion made yeslerday, to amend the motion then 
licity of their deliberations, would be restored ; the reconsidered, respecting the opening the doors of 
Constitutional powers of the Senate become more im- the Senate Chamber whilst sitting in a Legislative 
portant, in being more influeutial over the other branch | capseity. 


of the, Legislature; abuse of pwer mal ailininistration | On motion to commit the motion for amendment, 

of office, nore easily detected and corrected ; jealousies, | , a x ets j 

rising in the pablic mind from scerct legislation, pre- it ere Ao Shae che a imeni bé agreed tonit 
n motion, that the amendmen g ; 


vented; and greater confidence placed by our fellow- | : ; ; H 
citizens in the National Government, by which their | passed in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 9, as fol- 


lives, liberties, and properties, are to be secured and ]ows: 


protected: Yris.Meeera Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
sed} + wards, Fillsworth, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, 

It passed in the negative. King, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Monroe, Potts, 
On motion to postpone the main question to the | Taylor, and Vining. ; 

next session of Congress, to wit : Navs—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Frelinghuysen, 
Resolved, That it be a standing rule that the doors Gallario, Izard, Mitchell, Morris, Rutherfurd, and 

of the Senate Chamber remain open while the Senate rong: E É 

shall be sitting in a Legislative and Judiciary capacity, On motion to adopt the resolution, amended as 

except on such occasions as in their judgment may re- | follows : 
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“ Resolved, That, after the end of the present session 
of Congress, and so soon as suitable galleries shall be ; 
provided for the Senate Chamber, the said galleries | 
shall be permitted to be opened every morning, so long ! 
as the Senate shall be engaged in their Legislative ca- i 
pacity, unless in such cascs as may, in the opinion of 
the Senate, require secrecy, after which the eaid galle- 
ries shall be closed :” 


Jt passed in the affirmative—yeas 19, nays 8, as | 
follows: | 


‘Yeas.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, ra. | 
wards, Ellsworth, Foster, Gallatin, Gunn, Hawking, | 
Jackson, King, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Monroe, ' 
Potts, Taylor, and Yining, 


Nays—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot. Frelinghuysen, 
lzard, Mitchell, Morris, Rutherfurd, and Strong. | 


A message from the Ilouse of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act fur the remission of the duties 
arising on the tonnage of sundry French vessels 
which have taken refuge in the ports of the United 
States,” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate, 

The bill last mentioned was read the first time, 
and urdered to a second reading. 

Resolved, That, on a motion made and seconded 
to shut the doors of the Senate, on the discussion 
of any business which may, in the opinion of a 
member, require secrecy, the President shall direct 
the gallery to be cleared ; and that, during the dis- 
ai of such motion, the doors shall remain 
shut. 

Ordered, That the second reading of the bill in 
addition to the act for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, as reported to be | 
amended by the committee, be the order of the 
day for Tuesday next, 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the report of the com- 
mittee on the petition of Conrad Laub, and others, 
respecting the election of Mr. GALLATIN to be a 
Senator of the United States, 

The Report of the Committee states the evi- 
dence, and concludes with an opinion, that to con- 
trovert the allegations set forth in the petition 
against Mr. G., it lays with him to prove his citi- 
zonship, ; 

Accordingly, Mr. G. presented a written state- 
ment of facts, which the PRESIDENT of the Senate 
read. It contained a narrative of several transac- 
tions from the time of Mr. G.'s arrival in the Pro- 
vince of Maine, or Massachusetts, about thirteen 
yearsago, Of his having contributed by money and 
his own services as a volunteer, in the cause of the 
Revolution. Of his having taken oaths of alle- 
glance and purchased lands in that State, and also 
in the State of Virginia. In the back parts of the 
last mentioned State, he had formed an interest- 
ing settlement, and had been extremely useful in 
bringing settlers from Europe. he dates of those 
transactions and times of his arrival in Ponnsyl- 
vania, and of being sent io the State Convention, ! 


are also recited, up to the time of his being chosen 
one of their Representatives in the Senate of the 
United States. 

After the Present had done reading the state- 
ment of facts, Mr. G. addressed the Senate, by ol- 
serving, that he felt limself rather in an awkward 
predicament, not knowing whether the counsel 
for the prosecutors or himself were the proper 
persons to speak the first, us this preliminary was 
not yet laid down by the Senate. neither had he 
provided any counsel. He should have supposed 
himself in the situation of defendant, were it ist 
that the weight of proving the affirmative in reyard 
to citizenship had been laid on him, under which 
predicament it might perhaps be necessary for lin 
to begin, and after the counsel for the petitioners 
had spoken, that he should then be allowed to 
close the arguments. . 

Mr. LIVERMORE was of opinion, that the sitting 
member should begin the debate, as the onus pro- 
bandi lay with him. 


/ The counsel for the petitioners, Mr. Lewis, 


rose. He was attended by Mr. Schmyser, one of 
the members of the Senate of Pennsylvania, who, 
we understand, manages the prosecution on the 
part of the petitioners. Mr. L. hoped he would 
be permitted to say a few words in the carly stage 
of the business, in regard to the manner of con- 
ducting it. He recapitulated sundry offices and 
posts of honor that had been conferred on Lim, 
from whieh he humbly presumed he had gaihered 
much experience, and particularly in cases of Con- 
tested Elections, He would, therefore, beg leave 
of the honorable Senate, to offer an observation 
before they should determine on the mode of con- 
ducting the trial. When the question fur post- 
ponement, which was debated the other day, was 
befure them, the sitting member did then consider 
himself as defendant, and for an hour had fought 
phantoms of his own imagination, but now he has 
changed his ground, and desires to have the privi- 
leges which belong to the petitioners only, namely, 
the right of opening the Prosceution, and afterw ards 
concluding the arguments. 

Mr. GaLtatin submitted to the decision of tho 
Senate, and said he did not wish to contend fur 
mere matters of form. 

Mr. Martin, from N. Carolina, thought it imma- 
terial who began or coneluded, if in the end the 
Senate should be enabled to arrive at a just degree 
of information. 7 

Mr. Jacksow, from Georgia, made some obscr- 
vations on the manner of conducting the business, 
He thought it would be incumbent on the counsel 
for the petitioners to prove that Mr. GALLATIN was 
not a citizen, &e, 

Mr. Kive, from New York, and some other gen- 
tleman of the Senate, said 2 few more v ords on 
the motion; it was agreed that the sitting member 
shonld begin. 

Mr, Garam accordingly rose and revapiiu- 
lated the facts stated in the written Piper which 
he had presenied to the PREsieyT, eummenting 
on each of them as he proceeded, He proved that 
he had been an inhabitant of the United States for 
thirteen years, and was one before the Peace of 


49 


IISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


50 


FEBRUARY, 1794.) 


Contested Election of Mr. Gallatin. 


(Senate* 


1788, and before the Confederation. He quoted 
the laws previous thereto respecting aliens, and 
also the British statutes, and he maintained that 
they were all donc away by the Revolution. He con- 
ceived himself a citizen in common with the other 
citizens of the United States, from the time of his 
first qualifying after his arrival and attachment to 
the country. He concluded by saying, he would 
reserve the remainder of his defence until after he 
should hear the counsel on behalf of the petitioners. 

Mr. Lewis commenced his speech by observing, 
that he appeared there on behalf of Conrad Laub, 
and other respectable men, who complained of the 
unconstitutionality of admitting Mr. Gauuatrin to 
a seat in the Senate. He was glad to find, by the 
gentleman's expressions, that the ground of debate 
had been narrowed into so small a compass, and 
he would therefore take him up from the argu- 
ment where he had left off speaking, that of his 
being a citizen in common of the United States, 
from the time of his qualifying in Massachusetts 
or Virginia. But in Virginia two oaths are required, 
and they must be taken in a Court, not before a 
Magistrate, to entitle a man to citizenship. He 
must also be possessed of a certain quantity of pro- 
perty and be a resident for two years. Tt appears 
Mr. G. did not remain in Virginia more than two 
months, [Here Mr. Lewis read the law of Vir- 
ginia of the 20th October, 1783.] On this law Mr. 
L. argued that Mr. G. had not gone throngh the 
necessary qualifications to entitle him to citizenship 
there; and he observed, that he admired the gen- 
ileman’s candor in not insisting on it here. In this 
State he had certainly not qualified himself agree- 
ably to the law. Under these circumstances, Mr. 
L. for his part could never admit of the gentlo- 
man’s right to citizenship so far back as to entitle 
him to the suffrage of a vole for a seat in the Se- 
nate, &c. 

he mischievous consequences of permitting 
such innovations he represented in strong terms; 
and he called to the recollection of the Senate the 
conduct of ancient and modern Governments ou 
this question. One of the ancient Republics made 
it death for an alien to intermeddle in their poli- 
tics. The sentiments of antiquity, and those of 
men in modern days, proved the justice of these 
conclusions. 

With regard to the arguments of the gentleman 
respecting his being entitled to be a citizen of the 
Union, or of any individual State of it, because he 
had qualified himself to be a citizen of one of them, 
Mr. L. said, was a mere bubble, for surely the 
gentleman was not one of the mass of citizens at 
the accomplishment of Independence. 

The doctrine of the old law, which the gentle- 
man says wag done away by the Revolution, in re- 
spect to aliens, may have been so with regard to the | 
British king; it was still, however, virtually in farce 
against the gentleman. But supposing it to be 
done away, how do the Constitutions of the dif- 
ferent States stand on this head? Is it not im- 
plied by all of them, that certain oaths, residence, 
and property, make the requisites to form citizen- 
ship? In Massachusetts, a foreigner is not a citi- 
zen without he complies with those terms, [Here 


he quoted p. 70 of the small volume of the Laws of 
Massachusetts. He also cited the actin favor of 
Jobn Jarvis and others; also, p. 104 of the same 
book, and p. 191 and 192.] From these he main- 
tained, that no such wild idea was ever contem- 
plated by either the law of Massachusetts or Vir- 
ginia, as to admit foreigners or persons from other 
States to citizenship, immediately on their entrance ` 
within their limits. 

The situation of the sitting member, with re- 
spect to the Constitution and laws of Pennsylvania, 
he had little doubt was similar to what he had 
mentioned in regard to the other States, although 
he would not assert it as a fact. [He read the 42d 
section, and also in p. 43 of the Law of Pennsylva- 
nia, 18th of March, 1789, a proviso which contains 
some precautions requiring records to be kept by 
the Master of the Rolls of the persons admitted to 
citizenship.] The same principle pervades all 
the States as well as il does the Constitution of 
the United States. The absurdity of applying it 
in any other sense, was severely pictured by Mr, 
L., and to admit the idea advanced by the sitting 
member, was as inadmissible as it was novel. In 
support of what he wished to impress on the winds 
of the Senate, Mr. L. quoted the Ist vol. of the Jour- 
nals of Congress in 1774 and 1775, p. 28 and 29. 
He then recurred to Blackstone, vol. 1. p. 63, 64, 
and 69; also 73 and 79. 

It was not his intention to quote the Parliamen- 
tary Laws of England in support of any thing, but 
such parts of their Common Law as could be got 
over. That Common Law of England which was 
imported by our ancestors, and handed down to 
them by the People, not the Parliament. The Peo- 
ple had made the Common Law, from time to time. 
‘The Saxons, Normans, &c., were all concerned in 
making and improving it, until it had finally 
reached that degree of perfection in which it was 
given to us by our ancestors, and it was founded 
in wisdom and justice, 

Mr L. next quoted, first Blackstone, 402, which 
was one of the British laws that had never been 
admitted in this country, and which, he hoped, 
never would, viz: that wherein the distinction is 
drawn between the Commoner aad the Peer, an 
oath being required of the Commoner, upon all 
occasions, and no more than “upon my honor,” 
from a Peer, except in giving evidence in civil or 
criminal trials. 

Mr. L. concluded by saying that the difficultics 
which stood between Mr. Gatatix and his scat, 
were insurmountable and could not be removed 
without showing a law of Massachusetts, Virginia, 
&c., repealing those laws in regard to the qualifi- 
cation of citizens, which he had mentioned, but 
which repeal be was certain did not exist. He 
therefore stated, that to insist upon the gentle- 
man’s right to a seat, was both novel and absurd. 
These were his opinions, which he had given in 
a perfectly extempore way, not having been allow- 
ed time, nor expecting to meet the subject on the 
new ground which it had this day taken in the 
Senate. 

Mr. Garnarrs said, he would pledge himself to 
the Senate, to prove that the grounds of his argu- 
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ments and his construction of the Confederation 
and laws of the States, was neither novel nor ab- 
surd, except in Mr. J...’ construction of them, but 
had been admitted in many instances. However, 
as the Common Law of England was now intro- 
duced by Mr. L., which was new ground to him, 
and as the hour of adjournment was nearly ap- 
proaching, he would beg Icave to make his reply 
to-morrow. 

On motion, the further consideration of this 
subject was postponed until to-morrow. 


Frivay, February 21. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the remis- 
sion of the duties arising on the tonnage of sundry 
French vessels which have taken refuge in the 
ports of the United States;” was read the second 
time and referred to Messrs. Casot, Burr, and 
Lanapow, to consider and report thercon to the 
Senate. 

The Vice Prusiwenr laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War, stating certain defects in the act 
passed at the last session of Congress, entitled “ An 
act to regulate the claims to Invalid Pensions ;” 
uch was read and ordered to lie for considera- 
ion. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Agrceably to the order of the day the Senate 
resumed the consideration of tho report of the 
committee on the petition of Conrad Laub, and 
others, respecting the election of Mr. GALLATIN to 
be a Senator of the United States. 

Mr. Gauuariy commenced his defence by laying 
down the principles on which he intended to 
argue. His was a very serious situation, for a 
person to be placed in, who had been so long in 
America, and’ who had mingled with the inhabi- 
tants in the common cause, that he should after- 
wards be called before so solemn a tribunal, with 
i ee to wrest from him his right of citizen- 
ship. 
ings were deeply interested, particularly as the 
manner of the counsel for tho prosecutors was so 
personal, and went not only to deny him a scat in 
the Senate of the United States, but cyen to con- 
test his citizenship, and denounce him as being 
yet an alien. 

This was a matter of consequence to many 
thousands as well as himself, who have long con- 
sidered themsclves in possession of all the privi- 
lege of denizens, and yet may be deprived of their 
rights, if the doctrines of the counsel for the pro- 
secutors should obtain any sanction from the body 
who were now to judge of its merits. 

Mr. G. entered into a series of observations on 
_ the various points of law, &c., which had been 
adduced by Mr. Lewis, and he particularly re- 
marked, that the Common Law of England was en- 
tirely inapplicable to the subject under considera- 
tion. He read the laws of Virginia respecting 
naturalization, &c., from which he insisted that 
he had long since become a citizen of the United 


He confessed, that on this occasion his feel- q 


States. Ie also quoted 1st Blackstone, p. 874, and 
Viner’s Abridgment, vol. ii. p. 266, respecting the 
different acceptations of denizen and citizen, and 
he went back so far as the British statutes in 1740, 
to show the intention of the old Government was 
to naturalize all persons who would go and reside 
in the Colonics, Ife next mentioned the act of 
Pennsylvania, of 31st of August, 1778, and com- 
mented on the principles generally entertained by 
most writers on the subjects of allegiance and 
citizenship. Bluckstone, 266, &e. 

An alien is a man born out of the allegiance of 
the King. But allegiance in England is not an 
allegiance to the country or to society, as it is un- 
derstood in this country. 

In order to explain the principle of reciprocity, 
he observed, that when the two crowns of Eng- 
land and Scotland were united under James, the , 
inhabitants of Scotland became naturalized in 
England, as if they had been natural-born subjects 
of that country. The allegiance in Britain was 
personal to the King, and it has there this remark- 
able quality, that by the British laws allegiance 
can never be shaken off. 

This country, before the Revolution, owed alle- 
giance to the King, but that was destroyed by the 
Declaration of Independence, and then the inhabi- 
tants of the States became mutually citizens of 
every State reciprocally; and they continued so 
until such time as the States made laws of their 
own afterwards respecting naturalization. 

As soon as separate Governments existed, alle- 
giance was due to each, and here the allegiance 
was a reality, it was to tho Government and to 
society, whereas in Britain it is merely fictitious, 
being only to one man. 

, Every man who took an active part in the 
American Revolution, was a citizen according to 
the great laws of rcason and of nature, and when 
afterwards positive laws were made, they were 
retrospective in regard to persons under this pre- 
dicament, nor did those posterior laws invalidate 
the rights which they enjoy under the Confede- 
ration. 

. Mr. G. here mentioned his having been an in- 
habitant of Massachusetts, before October, 1780, 
and he also observed, that the law passed in that 
State was decisive against the Common Law of 
England. 

In quoting the laws of Massachusetts, which 
were passed in 1785, and afterwards, for natural- 
izing John Gardner, and James Martin, he remark- 
ed that they clearly implicd that even a natural 
born subject, who had not acted in the Revolu- 
tion, and an absentee, was not entitled to citizen- 
ship. He likewise took notice of the case of Mr. 
Wittram Swim, of South Carolina, against whose 
election as a Representative in Congress, a peti- 
tion was presented by Doctor Ramsey, although 
the decision of South Carolina on that subject was 
exactly the reverse of Massachusetts. 

In speaking of the difficultics that occurred in 
explaining the terms citizen and alien, he ran over 
a number of cases, and asked whether if a person 
had arrived in the United States during the war, 
from Nova-Scotia, or elsewhere, and had taken an 
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active part against the enemy, would he not be 
better entitled to the right of a citizen, than even 
those who afterwards subscribed to the acts? The 
counsel for the prosecutors had admitted that a per- 
son who had been one of the mass of the people, 
at the Declaration of Independence, was a citizen. 
On the same principle, until a law passes to disprove 
that a man who was active in the Revolution pre- 
vious to the Trealy of Peace, was a citizen, he must 
be one ipso facto. 

Mr. G. next read a quotation from the Ist. vol. 
of Woodison, p. 382, an English writer, who ac- 
knowledged that all persons were aliens at the re- 
cognition of Independence, and that is a more liberal 
construction than the counsel for the petitioners 
would admit of, for by his construction, our sailors, 
&e., oucht to be naturalized, lest they be alarmed 
by the British. 

The new Conslitution of the United States re- 
quires certain qualifications for members of Con- 
gress, &e., but it does not deprive persons of their 
rights who were actually citizens before this Con- 
stitution was ratified that made the States the 
United States, They were United by consent be- 
fore, and consequently he was one of the people be- 
fore the United States existed. 

Ile went on to read from the Constitution of 
Massachusetts, and several other States, sundry 
clauses in support of his reasoning, and recapitulat- 
ed the several heads of Mr. L.’s arguments, to each 
of which he replied, 

Mr. G. said, that Mr. Lewis was unfortunate in 
producing the law of Pennsylvania, for, by proving 
too much, he had proved nothiug, tor the 42d sec. 
of the Constitution is retrospective, and by ac- 
knowledging the Articles of Confederation to be 
the supreme law of the land, persons who were re- 
ciprocally citizens before, are still left in full pos- 
session of the right. 

So far from any dangerous cousequences arising 
on my construction of citizenship, said he, I think 
it must be evident, that there is more danger and 
absurdity in the counsel’s own constructions. For, 
in remarking on the policy of nations, we find 
even slaves have been enfranchised by the great 
Republics in times of common danger. The policy 
, of America should be to make citizenship as easy 
as possible, for the purpose of encouraging popula- 
tion; even daring the British dominion that was a 
principle laid down, and afterwards it was attempted 
to be varied; it is made one of the principal sub- 
jects of complaint in the Declaration of Indepen- 
_ denee, where it is expressly said, that the King en- 
q deavored to prevent the population of these States, 
by having laws made to obstruct the naturalization 
of furcigners, 

If there was any dangerous consequences to be 
apprehended from the former regulations on this 
subject, they are all remedied by the new Consti- 
tution. 

Therefore, uo ill consequence or absurdity can 
follow. The author of the Federalist supports this 
principle in vol. ii, p. 54, for he says, that ib is a con- 
struction scarcely avoidable, that citizens of each of 
the Slates are mutually so in all of them. 

The firsl words in the Constitution, “ We, the 


People,” furnished another argament in support of 
Mr. Gs principles, which he turned to great ad- 
vantage, still drawing an inference to show that 
Mr. Ls construction of the subject was most 
liable to difficulties and to mischievous conse- 
quences. 

He concluded by observing, that if there was 
any disfranchising clauses in the Constitution of 
the United States, tending to deprive citizens of 
antecedent rights, all such elanses must be con- 
strued favorably, and were evidently on his side. 
With regard to a sentence that had been added, 
by the advice of counsel, to the affidavit of Pelatiah 
Webster, he mide some remarks which tended to 
establish his own personal character, which he trust- 
ed would be found, when traced back to his na- 
tivity, to stand the test; and that his right to a seat 
in the Senate would also stand upon an equally just 
foundation. 

Mr. Lewis denied ever having seen the affidavit of 
Mr. Webster, until it was shown him at the time 
the examination before the Committee was going 
forward, 

Mr Gatzatin recriminated, that the clause of 
which he look notice, was not in the aflidavit 
when Mr. Webster brought it to the Committee, 
and that he had permitted it to be added with 
great reluctance. It was only the recilal of a few 
words which passed between Mr. G. and Mr, W. in 
jest, some years since, wherein Mr, G. had ironically 
said his name was Sidney, probably alluding to 
some essays that had appeared in the newspapers 
under that signature, which have been generally 
attributed to the pen of another gentleman in this 
State. 

Mr. Jackson, in order to bring the merits of the 
subject directly before the Senate, said he would 
move a resolution, that would have that etfect; but 
upon Mr. Lewis’s observing, that he had not yet 
closed his arguments, and at the instance of Mr. 
BUTLER, from South Carolina, who said he would 
second Mr. Jackson’s motion hereafter, it was with- 
drawn for the present. 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until to-morrow. 


SATURDAY, February 22, 

The Vice Preswent laid before the Senate a 
Report from the Sceretary for the Department of 
Treasury, on the expediency of erecting a light 
house on Cape Ifatteras, in the State of North 
Carolina, together with sundry papers therein re- 
ferred to; which were read. 

Ordered, Vhat this report, and the papers therein 
referred lo, be committed to Messrs, Martis, Lanc- . 
pon, and Kia, to consider and report thercon to 
the Senate. 


` CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee on the petition of Conrad 
Laub, and others, respecting the election of Mr. 


(GALLATIN to be a Senator of the United States. 


The greater part of the day was taken up by Mr. 
Lewis’s pleadings, wherein he enlered into a very 
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extensive field of reasoning, and quoted a great 


The Message and papers therein referred to were 


number of authorities, in support of the priaciples | read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 


on which be had: set out last Thursday, and to 
prove that in the true sense of the Constitution of 
the United States, as well as of that of the State 
of Peunsylvania, Mr. Gattatin was not duly 
qualified for the office of a Senator, and therefore, 
he trusted that the honorable Senate, upon mature 
reflection, would vacate his seat. 

Mr. Gatuatin closed his defence in a short 
speech, wherein he quoted Vatdel, p. 167, and ex- 
plained the 42d section of the Constitution of 
Pennsylvania, the liberal construction of which, 
he said, was in his favor, and the construction 
contended for by the counsel, absurd. He finished 
by reading a passage from Lord Bacon's works, 
to show that where there is any doubt in the laws, 
it should operate in favor of the defendant, and he 
accordingly made no doubt but that the Senate 
would validate his election. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the 
subject be postponed until Monday next. 

A motion was made as follows: 

“ Resolved, That ALBERT GALLATIN, returned fto this 
House as a member for the State of Pennsylvania, is 
duly qualified for, and elected to, a seat in the Senate of 
the United States.” 

Ordered, That the consideration of this motion be 
postponed until Monday next, and that a number 
of copies of the fourth article of the First Confe- 
deration of the United States be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 


Monpay, February 24. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the twenty-second instant, on the 
report of the committee on the petition of Conrad 
Laub, and others, respecting the election of Mr. 
GALLATIN to be a Senator of the United States ; 
and, after progress, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act making Appropriations for 
the support of Government for the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four,” in which 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT ov THE Unitep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

The extracts which I now lay before you, froma Let- 
ter of our Minister at London, are supplementary to 
some of my past communications, and it will appear to 
be of a confidential nature. 

I algo transmit to you copies of a Letter from the Se- 
cretary of State to the Minister Plenipotentiary of his 
Britannic Majesty, and of the answer thereto, upon the 
subject of the Treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain ; together with the copy of a Letter from 
Messrs, Carmichael and Short, relatıve to our affairs 
with Spain, which Letter is connected with a former 
confidential Message. G. WASHINGTON. 

Unive Srares, February 24, 1794. 


Tuespay, February 25. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act making Appro- 
priations for the support of Government for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four,” was 
read the first time and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the twenty-second instant, on the re- 
port. of the committee on the petition of Conrad 
Laub, and others, respecting the election of Mr. 
GALLATIN to be a Senator of the United States ; 
and, after progress, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed unti! to-morrow. 

On motion it was agreed that the second reading 
of the bill, in addition to the act for the punish- 
ment of certain crimes against the United States, 
assigned as the order of this day, be further post- 
poned. 


Weopnrspay, February 26. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion, made the twenty-second instant, on the 
report of the committee on the petition of Conrad 
Laub, and others, respecting the election of Mr. 
GALLATIN to be a Senator of the United States ; 
and, after progress, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, and read: 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 
I have caused the correspondenre, which is the sub- 


ject of your resolution of the 24th day of January last, 


to he laid before me. After an examination of it, Tdi- 
rected copies and translations to be made; except in 
those particulars which, in my judgment, for public con- 
siderations, ought not to be communicated. 

These copies and translations are now transmitted to 
the Senate; but the nature of them manifest the pro- 
priety of their being received as confidential. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, February 26, 1794. 


Ordered, That the Message and papers therein 
referred to lie for consideration. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives, 
for concurrence, entitled * An act making Appro- 
priations for the support of Government for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-tour,” 
was read the sceond time, and the further consider- 
ation of the bill was postponed. 


Tuurspay, February 27. 


Ordered, That the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act mak- 
ing Appropriations for Lhe support of Government 
for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four ;” be referred to Messrs. CABOT, FRE- 
LINGHUYSEN, and Lanepon, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 
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The Senate resumed the consideration of the} rert GALLATIN to be void, be transmitted by the 
motion, made the twenty-second instant, on the | Presmwenr of the Senate to the Executive of the 
report of the committee on the petition of Conrad | Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Laub, and others, respecting the election of Mr. | The report of the committee on the petition of 
GALLATIN to be a Senator of the United States; j Conrad Laub and others, above referred to, and 
and, after progress, made on the 10th instant, is as follows: 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponcd until to-morrow. 


“The Committee of Elections, to whom was referred: 
the petition of Conrad Laub and others, against the 
election of the Honorable ALBERT GALLATIN as a Sena- 
tor of the United States for the State of Pennsylvania, 
report: 

“That they have had the same under consideration, 
and, having given due notice, as well the petitioners, by 
their agent, Michael Sclimyser, as the said Mr. GALLA- 
TIN appeared befure them, and, un the part of the peti- 
tioners, the following evidence was produced, to wit: 

“Robert Morris, Esq., being duly sworn, deposeth: 
That, during the war, two of his sons went io Geneva 
for their education, and at that place they became ac- 
quainted with some of the friends of Mr. Albert Galla- 
un, who had gone for America, and they, being solici - 
tous to hear of his safety, desired Mr. Morris's sons to 
write to their father, to make inquiry and give the in- 
formation he should obtain. That, frequently after- 
wards, he received letters for Mr. Gallatin from Europe, 
which he always supposed to come from the friends of 
Mr. Gallatin, in Geneva. He supplied Mr. Gallatin 
with money for a bill upon London, and there supposed. 
the funds to pay the same were remitted from Geneva, 
Mr. Morris paid Mr. Gallatin about one thousand gui- 
neas, by order of Messrs. & Co., bank- 
ersin Paris, believing always that they were reimbursed 
from Geneva. Mr. Morris does not recollect dates, not 
having for along while seen any of the letters that 
passed on the subject; he does not know the place of 
Mr. Gallatin’s nativity, but, from the general course of 
the circumstances which came under hia observation, he 
always did suppose he was born in Geneva.” 

“Sworn to, and subscribed, January 22, 1794.” 

“Nathaniel Cabot Higginson, Esq. being duly sworn, 
deposcth : That he does not know directly anything of 
Mr. Gallatin’s being a foreigner or native; that he re- 
collects knowing him by reputation and sight at Bos- 
ton, in one of the years 1781, 1782, or 1783, and that 
he was generally reputed to be a foreigner. This depo- 
nent believes that Mr. Gallatin then taught the French 
language, and did not speak the English with facility ; 
and further recollects that Mr. Gallatin was resident 
there or thereabouts a considerable time. This depo- 
neut further says, that he never had any conversation 
with Mr. Gallatin, but founds his belief, with respect to 
Mr. Gallatin's not speaking the English with facility, 
on the information received from others. 

“Sworn to, and subscribed, January 22, 1794. 

“Mr. John Breakbill, being duly sworn, testifies : 
That, last Winter, being a member of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, previous to the election of Senator for 
the State of Pennsylvania, I heard Mr. Gallatinsay his 
citizenship would not admit Lis being a Senator; what 
It passed in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 12, | were his reasons for making the declaration I cannot 
` as follows: say; I took it, he did not wish to be elected. This de- 

Yeas.—Mesers, Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, j claration by Mr. Gallatin vas made ata meeng ofa 
Frelinghuysen, Hawkins Izard, King, Livermore, | Umber of members of the Pennsylvania Legislature, 

ghuysen, , A & y : arre : 
Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, and Vining held for the purpo:e of agreeing who sbould be set up 
ete ? = ia : as a candidate. The deponent further says. he does 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- | not recollect Mr. Gallatin's assigning any other reason 
wards, Gunn, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Ro- | for his backwardness to serve aa a Senator, than the 
binson, and Taylor. want of citizenship. 

Resolved, That an attested copy of the resolu- 


“Sworn to, and sabseribed, January 22, 1794” 
tion of the Senate, declaring the election of AL-} © Henry Kammerer, Esq., being duly sworn, testifies : 


Frivay, February 28. 4 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
22d instant, on the report of the committee on the 
petition of Conrad Laub and others, respecting the 
election of Mr. Gantatry to be a Senator of the 
United States, 

And, on the question to agree to the motion, as 
follows: 


“ Resolved, That Avserr Gauuariy, returned to this 
TIouse as a member for the State of Pennsylvania, is 
duly qualified for, and elected to, a scat in the Senate 
of the United States: i 


Tt passed in the negative—yeas 12, nays 14, as 
follows: 


Yras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed 
wards, Gunn, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Ro 
binson, and Taylor. 

Nays.—Messrs, Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fuster, 
Frelinghuysen, JIawkins, Izard, King, Livermore, 
Mitchell, Morris, Potta, Strong, and Vining. 


On motion, that it be 


“ Resolved, That the election of ALBERT GALLATIN 
to be a Senator of the United States was void, he not 
having been a citizen of the United States the term of 
years required as a qualification to be a Senator of the 
United States :” 

A motion was made to divide the question at 
the word ‘ void ;” and, 

On motion to agree to the first paragraph of the 
motion so divided, it passed in the affirmative— 
yeas 14, nays 12, as follows: 


Yeas.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Hawkius, Izard, King, Livermore, 
Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, and Vining, 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Guna, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Ro- 
binson, and Taylor. 

On motion to adopt the resolution as follows : 

“ Resolved, That the election of ALBERT GALLATIN 
to be a Senator of the United States was void, he not 
having been a citizen of the United States, the term of 
years required as a qualification to be a Senator of the 
United Staies :” 


4 eraa e aaia. 
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That last Winter, being a member of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, and previous to the election of Senator 


gentlemen usually feel upon having their names pro- 
posed upon such occasions, he did not pay much atten- 


for the said State, at a meeting of a number of the mem- | tion to it: and that his reason fur forming this opinion 
bers of the State Legislature, to agree upon a candidate | was, his having frequently observed gentlemen to make 


to fill said office, I heard Mr. Gallatin say, when his 
name was proposed, ‘ As for my name, it is out of the 
question: 1 have not been a citizen long enough to en- 


excuses in similar situations, and from his knowledge of 
Mr. Gallatin’s modesty of disposition. When being 
asked, whether he ever heard Mr. Gallatin say that he 


title me to serve in that station.’ That, at a second ' had not been a citizen of the United States nine vears 
meeting for the same purpose, Mr, Gallatin was again | previous to hia election, the deponent replics, he never 
proposed as a proper person for a candidate, and then : did. Upon being asked by Mr, Lewis, counsel for the 


the deponent understood (not from Mr. Gallatin, but 
from some of the members of Assembly then present,) 


petitioners, what he had eve: heard Mr. Gallatin say 
touching his citizenship, the deponent replies, that a 


that the doubt about his citizenship was then put to , considerable time subsequent to Mr. Gallatin’s election, 
rights ; aud then it was almost unanimously agreed to | Mr. Gallatin, in conversations with the deponent, ex- 


put up Mr, Gallatin’s name, That, on the morning 
succeeding Mr. Gallatin’s election, the deponent heard 
it observed, that, notwithstanding Mr. Gallatin’s elec- 
tion, he could not take his seat, in consequence of his 
declaration that he had not been Jong enough a citizen. 
That he, the same day, mentioned this to Mr. Gallatin, 
who said that he had made this declaration under a 
mistaken idea that it was necessary for him to have 
been nine years citizen of Pennsylvania, but that, 
upon examining the Constitution, he had found that to 
have been nine years acitizen of the United Slates was 
sufficient, and that he had been above nine years a ci- 
tizen of the United States, or words to that effect. 
“Sworn to, and subscribed, January 22, 1794.” 


“Pelatiah Webster, being duly qualified, testifies: 
That, eleven years ago last Summer, I let my house in 
Philadelphia to Mary Linn, who proposed to take lodg- 
ers; I reserved apartments for myself, and boarded 
with her. Soon after, Mr. Savery and Mr. Gallatin 
took lodgings of her, and continued a number of months 
there. Mr. Savery spoke no English; Mr. Gallatin 
spoke good English, and served as interpreter for him. 
They appeared to be well bred gentlemen, and their 
conduct was agreeable and conciliating ; and they soon 
gained the esteem and respect of the family. 1 do not 
kuow that they ever declared their country, but we all 
supposed they were French, and, of course, the people, 
customs, and country of France, often’ made the topic 
of fireside chat. In one of these (ransient conversa- 
tions, Mr. Gallatin took occasion to say that his know- 
ledge of French affairs was not very perfect, fur he was 
not a native of France, nor had ever resided long in 
that country, but was from Geneva. No one interest- 
ing circumstance made any further inquiry necessary, 
nor, do I recollect that he made any more explication 
of the subject. 

“N. B. Mr. Gallatin once said that his original name 
was not Gallatin, but I think he said it was Sidney, 
but this conversation was in drollery, and not iu ear- 
nest, as I conceived at the time of speaking from the 
manner and air of his speaking thereon, 

“Swern to, and subscribed, January 28, 1494.” 


“Mr. John Smilie, member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, being sworn, saith, that 
at a meeting of sundry members of the Legislature of 


Pennsylvania, previous to Mr. Gallatin's election as a; for the same purpose, Mr. Galla 


Senator of the United States, that gentleman was men- 


tioned as a proper person to fill the said oftice ; at stated thereto, either by Mr, 


which time Mr. Gallatin started some duubt respecting 
his being qualified, but in what words the deponent 
does not recollect ` 

That the deponent did not understand upon what 
the doubt was fonnded, though he thinks, from some- 
thing said by Mr. Gallatin, that it related to Mr. Galla 
tin's citizenship, for, as the deponent conceived the con 
versation proceeded from that kind of modesty which 


| 


‘ words with precision, 


pressed an opinion, that he was qualified with respect 
to citizenship, What else did you ever hear Mr. Gal- 
latin say with respect to his citizenship? The depo- 
nent answers, that he recollects having heard him say 
something with respect to the laws of Massachusetts 
not reguiiog au vath of allegiance, at the time of his 
giving bis opinion as aforesaid, Did you ever hear Mr. 
Gallatin say he was born in Europe? The deponent 
replies, that he does not recollect Mr. Gallatin’s saying 
that he was born in Europe, but that he has heard Mr. 
Gallatin speak of himself as a Genevan, mention his 
family in Geneva, and in conversations with him hath 
always understood him to be of Geneva. Did you ever 
hear Mr. Gallatin mention the time of his coming into 
America? He replies, that he thinks Mr. Gallatin, about 
a year past, mentioned that he had been then thirteen 
years in this country, and that be was nineteen years 
old when he came. Did you ever hear Mr. Gallatin 
say when or where he took the oath of allegiance? He 
replies, he heard Mr. Gallatin say that he took the oath 
of allegiance in Virginia, but, as to the time, the depo- 
nent cannot be precise, but he thinks, if he can recol- 
lect, that Mr. Gallatin did mention to him, though he 
cannot be certain; but it was not nine years before he 
was elected. That the deponent thinks Mr. Gallatin’s 
doubts respecting his citizenship were founded on this 
ground, the witness referring in this part of his testimo- 
ny lo the meeting before mentioned, when these doubts 
were expressed; but he cannot apecify the time of Mr. 
Gallatin’s having mentioned to him the circumstance of 
his having taken the oath of allegiance. 
“Sworn to, and subscribed, January 28, 1794,” 


“Mr. Thomas Stokely, being sworn, deposeth and 
saith, that, some few days before a Senator was chosen 
for the State of Pennsylvania, a meeting was had to fix 
on a proper person to represent the State in that office; 
sundry persons were started as candidates, among 
whom was Mr. Gallatin, who, upon his being named, 
observed that there were many other persons more 
proper to fill that of: 2: andalo observed, that there 
might be doubts #7 70 Is citizenship, though the depo- 
nent, fiom the length of time, and not expecting to 
have been culled upon, retains too alight an impres- 
sion of what then passed, to be xble to recollect the 
That, at a subsequent meeting 
tin was finally agreed 
ponent heard no objvetion 
fallatin (who was pi esent) 


to be nommated, and the de 


or any other person. 
“Sworn to, and subscribed, February 1, 1794." 


“The before-recited evidence being introduced and 
closed on the part of the petitioners, Mr, Gallatin wag 
asked whether he had any testimony to produce on his 
part, to which he gave the following answer, m writ- 
ing, to wit: 

“The committee to whom the petition of Conrad 
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Laub, tc. was referred, having informed me that the | By the same vote he was allowed a room in the Col- 
petitioners had closed their evidence, and asked me | lege, the privilege of the Commons at the Tutor’s table, 
t whether | had any testimony to produce on my side; | the use of the Library, and also the right of having his 
I answer, that it appears to me that there ia not suffi- | pay (which depended on the voluntary subscription and 
cient matter charged in the petition, and proved by the | attendance of the stúdenta) collected by the steward of 
testimony, to vacate my seat; that, by the resolution | the institution, together with the other charges against 
appointing the rommiltee, the petition is referred to | the students for board and education, Those terms he 
them to state the facts, ‘ without prejudice aa to any | accepted, and remained in that station for the term of 
questions which may, upon the heariug, be raised by | one year. In July, 1783, he removed to Pennsylvania, 
the sitting member, as to the sufficiency of the parties | and in November of the same year proceeded to Virgi- 
and the matter charged in the petition? that, upon the | nia, in which State he had purchased more than one 
hearing. and in the present stage of the same, the ques- | thousand acres of land. (and amounting to more than one 
tion aa to the sufficiency of matter, as above stated, is | hundred pounds Virginia currency in Value.) some time 
raised by me; that I conceive, from the evident con- | between July and November, 1783. Between this last 
struction of the resolution, | have a right to have that | mentioned period anil the month of October, 1785, he 
question decided by the Senate; that, until the same | purchased other lands in the said State to a very large 
shall have been decided, I do not wish to be at the trou- | amount, and in the said last mentioned month he took 
ble and expense of collecting evidence at a great dis- | an oath of allegiance to the said State. In December, 
tance : and, therefore, that at present, I do not mean to | 1785, he purchased the plantation in Fayette county in 
Produce any testimony, reserving, however, to myself | Pennsylvania, on which he has lived ever since. In 
the right which I conceive I have to produce any testi- | October, 1789, he was elected member of the Conven- 
mony in my favor, after the said question shall have | tion to amend the Constitution of Pennsylvania, and in 
been decided by the Senate, in case it 1s decided against | October, 1790, 1791, and 1792, he was elecled member 
me. of the Legislature of the same State. On the 28th of 
“ALBERT GALLATIN” | February, 1793, he was chosen Senator to represent 
the said State in the Senate of the United States, and 
“ Which being duly read and considered, the Com- | took his seat in December following.” 
mittee came to the following resolution, to wit : 
“ Whereas the evidence on the part of the petitioners 
having been closed, and it appearing that Mr. Gallatin Monnay, March 3. 
was an alien in the year 1780; and his answer, in eT a 
writing, assigning reasons why he should not adduce The Communications referred to in the Message 
evidence on his part in tbe present stage of the inquiry, of the Presipent or Tue Unrrep Srates of the 26th 
not being, in the opinion of the Committee, sufficient, of February, were in part read. , 
“ Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Committee, it | Ordered, That the further reading of them at 
is now incumbent on Mr. Gallatin to show that he has | tbis time be postponed. 
become a citizen of the United States, and when. u| The following Message was received from the 
“Which resolution being read to Mr. Gallatin, he | PRESIDENT OF THE Untirrp STATES: 
informed the Committee he should rely on the answer 
he had before given. Gentlemen. of the Senate, and 
“ All which is respectfully submitted to the honorable of the House of Representatives : 


Senate by the Committee.” I transmit to you an extract from a letter of Mr. 
ta . Short, relative to our affairs with Spain; and copies of 

And subjoined is the statement of facts exhibited | two Lettera from our Minister at Lisbon, with their en- 
by Mr Gauratin, and agreed to between him and | closures, containing intelligence from Algiers. The 
the counsel for the petitioners, as mentioned the | whole of these communications are made in confidence, 
20th instant : except the passage in Mr. Short’s Letter which respects 


the Spanish convoy. A 
“ Albert Gallatin was born at Geneva, on the 29th G. WASHINGTON. 


day of January, 1761. He left that place for the United | Usrrep Srares, March 3, 1794. 

States in April or May, 1780, arrived in Boston (Mas- ; 

sachusetts) on the 14th or 15th July of the same year, The Message and papers therein referred to were 
and has ever since resided within the United States. | read. g p 

In October, L750, be removed froin Boston to Machias Ordered, That they He for consideration. 

in the Province of Maine, in which place and its ueigh- | The petition of Peter Trezovant, of the State of 
Dorhvod, he resided one year, and commenced a settle- | South Carolina, was read, praying compensation 
ment on a tract of vacant land. During that time, he | for certain goods bought of Robert Farquhar, and 
furnished, out of his own funds, supplics (amounting in | stated to be for the use of the United States, though 


valuc to more than sixty pounds Massachusetts curren purchased by order and appropriated to the more 
ey) to Colonel John Allen, who was the commanding = use of the State of Georgia. 


officer stationed there, and also Superintendent of En- Ordered, That this petition lic on the table. 


aia ees Fostera Departnient. Tor the tal z Mr. Cagor reported, from the Committee to whom 
ari Ca ps, axi gev: 2 2a a rAd po 1 + - 

a volunteer under the same officer's command. For the | Y z r the bill eo feani rar F ne 
said supplies, he received, one year after, a warrant on Sentatives: 101 “concurrence, ens a 7 oh 
the remission of the duties arising on the tonnage 


the Treasury of the State of Massachusetts, which he N g 
sold at a considerable depreciation. In October, 1781, of sundry French vessels which have taken refuge 
he returned to Boston; and, in the spring of 1782, was, | in the ports of the United States,” that this bill 


by a vote of the Corporation of the University of Cam- | pass the Senate; and the bill was read the second 
bridge, (otherwise called Harvard College,) chosen in- | time; and, on motion, was read the third time and 
structor of the French language of the said University. | passed. 
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Tussoay, March 4. 


The Senate resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications referred to in the Message of the 
Presipent or THE Warren States of the 26th of 
February ; and, after progress, the further reading 
thereof was postponed. 

Mr. Martin, from the committee appointed on 
the 22d of February, to consider the Report of 
the Sceretary for the Department of Treasury 
respecting a light-house on Cape Hatteras, re- 
ported a bill to erect a light-house on the head- 
land and Cape of Hatteras, and a lighted beacon 
on Ocracock Island, in the State of North Caro- 
lina; which was read the first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


Weonrspay, March 5. 

A Message from the House of Representatives, 
informed the Senale, that they have passed a bill, 
entitled “ An act authorizing a Loan of one million 
of dollars,” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipenr or tie Unsrep STATES : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representutives : 


ita eee ee 


The Secretary of State having reported to me upon 
the several complaints which have been lodged in his 
Office, against the vexations and spoliations on our 
commerce since the commencement of the European 
war, [ transmit to you a copy of his statement, together 
with ihe documents upon which it is founded. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Uneren Stares, March 5, 1'194. 


The Message and papers therein referred to were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications referred to in the Message of the 
Presipenr or rue Unirep States of the 26th of 
February last. 

Ordered, That they lie for consideration. 

The bill seut from the [louse of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act authorizing a 
Loan of one million of dollars,” was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to erect a light-house on the head-land 
and Cape of Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on 
Ocracock Island, in the State of North ‘Carolina, 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for the 
further consideration of this bill. 


Tuurspay, March 6. 


Mr, Canot, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill sent from the Hvuse of Represen- 
tatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act making 
Appropriations for the support of Government, for 
the year 1794,” reported amendments, which were 
read and adopted, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill sent from the Louse of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act authorizing a 
Loan of oue million of dollars,” was read the 
second tine, aud referred to Meusers. Burner, Ca- i 


a se 


gor, and JTawx1ss, to consider and report thereon 
to the Senate. 


Friar, March 7. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for coneurrenee, entitled “ An act making Appro- 
priations for the support of Government, for the 
year 1794,” was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass as amended. 

Ordered, 'That the Secretary desire the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives in the 
amendinents to this bill. 

Resolved, That Messrs. Kixe, Lananon, and 
STRONG, be a committee to juin with snch commit- 
tee as the Iouse of Representatives may appoint 
on their part, to consider and report what business 
is necessary to be done by Congress in the present 
session, and what part of the business now depend- 
ing may be, without great inconvenience, postponed 
until the next session; that the proceedings may be 
so regulated as to close this session by the first 
Monday in April next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the ITouse of Representa- 
tives have passed a bill, entitled * An act to pro- 
hibit the carrying on the slave trade froin the United 
States to any foreign place or country ;” also, a bill, 
entitled, “An act limiting the time for presenting 
claims for destroyed certilicates of certain descrip- 
tions;” in which bills, severally, they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill in addition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States, together 
with the amendments reported by the committee ; 
and, after progress, the further consideration there- 
of was postponed, 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to prohibit the 
carrying on the slave trade from the United States 
to any forcign place or country,” was read the 
first lime, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act limiting the time 
for presenting claims for destroyed certificates of 
certain descriptions,” was read the first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. | 


Mowpay, March 10. 


The Vick Prrsmenr laid before the Senate a 
Letter from his Excellency Josiah Bartlett, Gover- 
nor of the State of New Hampshire, cnelosing the 
remonstrance of the Legislature of that State against 
the determination of the Circuit Court for the dis- 
trict of New flampshire, held at Exeter on the 24th 
day of October, 1798; which Letter and papers re- 
ferred to were read. 

Ordered, That they be committed to Messrs. 
Livermore, Kise, and Laxepon, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to prohibit the 
carrying on the slave trade from the United States 
to any foreign place or country,” was read the 
second time, 
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Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be the order of the day for Wednesday next. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill to 
ercct a light-house on the head-land and Cape of 
Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Qcracock Island, 
in the State of North Carolina, was read the second 
time, and amended. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Scnate, that the House of Repre 
sentatives concur in the amendments of the Sc- 
nate te the bill, entitled “ An act makiug Appro- 
priations for the support of Government, for the 
year 1794.” They also concur in the resolution of 
the Senate of the 7th instant, appointing 2 joint 
committee, and have appointed a committee on 
their part. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill “ In addition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States,” 

On motion that the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed te procure, from the Sceretary for the 
Department of State, the secret instructions given 
to the Commissioners for concluding a ‘Treaty be- 
tween the United States and the King of Sweden 
it passed in the negative. , : . 

After progress in the consideration of the bill 
last mentioned, the further considcration thereof 
at this time was postponed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “An act to 
provide 2 Naval Armament;” in which they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read the first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Ordered, That the Secretary purchase Black- 
stone’s Commentarics, end Vattel’s Law of Na- 
ture and Nations, for the use of the Senate. 


Turspay, March il. 

The bill to erect a light-house on the head-land 
of Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Ocra- 
cock Island, in the State of North Carolina, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That the Attorney General for the 
United States be directed to report upon the peti- 
tion of the inhabitants of Galliopolis, lodged in his 
Office Ly reference at the last session of Congress. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
Dill in addition tọ the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States; and, 
after progress, 

Ordered, ‘That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed. 


WEDNESDAY, March 12. 

Resolved, That the PRESIDENT OF TIE UNITED 
States be requested to transmit, to the Mxecu- 
tives of the several States, copies of the amend- 
ment proposed by Congress to be added to the 
Constitution of the United States, respecting the 
Judicial power. 

Ordered, That the Sceretary desire the con- 

3p Con.—3 


currence of the House of Representatives in this 
resolution. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “ An act to 
provide for the defence of certain ports and har- 
bors in the United States;” in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, in addition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States. 

On motion to strike out the 7th section of the 
bill, as follows: 


“And beit further enacted, That it shall not be law- 
ful to sell within the United States, any vessel or goods 
captured from a Prince or State, or from the subjects 
or citizens of a Prince or Stale, with which the United 
States are at peace, which vessel or goods shail have 
been captured by any other foreign Prince or State, or 
by the subjects or citizens of such Prince or Stato, un- 
less such vessel aud goods shall have been first carried 
into a port or place within the territory of tho Prince 
or State to which the captors belong, but such vessels 
and goods shall be carried out of the United States by 
those who shail have brought them in. And the sale 
of any vessel or goods, prohibited as aforesaid, shall be 
utterly void :” 


It passed in the uegative—yeas 12, nays 12, as 
follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
Robinson, and ‘Taylor. 

Nays—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Izard, King, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, 
aud Viuing. 

The VicE PRESIDENT determined the question 
in the negative. 

On motion to adopt this 7th section, it passed 
in the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 12, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Izard, King, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, 
and Vining. 

Navs.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
Robinson, aud Taylor. 


_ The VICE PRESIDENT determined the question 
in the affirmative. 

On motion to adopt the following as an addi- 
tional section to the bill, to wit: 

“ And be it further enacted, That this aet shall con- 
tinue and be in force for and during the term of six 
months, and from thence to the end of the next session 
of Congress, and no longer :” 

It passed in the negative—yens 11, nays 13, as 
follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Martin, Monroe, Robinson, 
and Taylor. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Izard, King, Langdon, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, 
Potts, Strong, and Vining. 

On motion to adopt the following as an addi 
tional section to the bill, to wit: 

« And be it further enacted, That this act shall con- 
tinue and be in force for and during the term of two 
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years, and from thence to the end of the next session| The bill, in addition to the act for the punish- 


of Congress, and no longer :” 

Tt passed in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 7, as 
follows: 

Yuas.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Izard, King, Liver- 
more, Martin, Mitchell, Morris, Putts, Strong, and 
Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Edwards, Langdon, 
Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor. 


On motion that this bill pass to the third read- : 


ing, it passed in the aflirmative—ycas 12, nays 12, 
as follows: 

Veas—Messre. Bradford, Cabot? Ellsworth, Foster, 
Izard, King, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, 

(F, 
an ae aie Bradley. Brown, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
Robinson, and Taylor. 

The Vice Prestpext determined the question 
in the affirmative. A 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to you the translation of two Letters from 
the Conunissioners of his Catholic Majesty to the Se- 
cretary of State, and of their enclosures. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, March 12, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurience, entitled “ An act to provide for 
the defeuce of certain ports and harbors in the 


United States,” was read the first time, and or- | 


dered to a second reading. 


THURSDAY, March 13. 


| ment of certain crimes against the United States, 
į Was read the third time. . 
| On motion, to expange the Sth section, as fol- 


lows : 


“ And be it further enacted and declared, That. in 
' every case in which a sessel shall be fitted) vut and 
armed, or attempt so to be fitted out or anne l, oF in 
which the force of any vesel of war, eraiver, or other 
armed veszel, shall be inereased or augmented, or in 
which any military expedition or enterpri-e ehall be 
begun or set on foot contrary to the probititzany ard 
provisions of this act; and in every case of the capture 
of a ship or vessel within the jurisdiction or protection 
of the United States as above defined, and in every 
casc in which any procees issuing out of any Court of 
the United States shall be dias beved or resisted by any 
person or persons having the custody of any vessel of 
war, cruiser, or other armed vessel, of any foreign Prince 
or State, or of the subjects or citizens of euch Prince or 
State; in every such case it shall be lawful for the Pre- 
r sident of the United States, or such other person as he 
| shall have empowered for that purpose, to employ such 
part of tha land or uaval forces of the Wiited Statea, 
| or of the militia thereof, as shall be judged necessary 
i for the purpose of taking possession of and detaining 
| any such ship or vessel, with her prize or prizes, if any, 
| in order to the execution of the prohibitions and penal- 
| ties of this act, and to the resturing such prize or prizes, 
in the cases in which restoration shall have been 
adjudged, aud also for the purpose of preventing the 
carrying on of any such expedition or enterprise Crom 
the territories of the United States against the terri 
: tories or dominions of a foreign Prince or State, with 
‘whom the United States are at peace :” 


| It passed in the negative—ycas 12, nays 12, as 
: follows; 


| Yeas.—Messrs. Bradley. Brown, Butler, Edwarda, 
|! Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
| Robinson, and Taylor. 

Nays.—Messra Bradford. Cabot. Ellsworth, Foster, 
Izard, King, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, 


The Vice PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the | and \ ming. 


Reports of the Secretary for the Department of | 


War, on the several peritions of Asa Day, Wil- 
liam Perkins, and Jonathan Holton. 

Ordered, That they lie on the table. 

The hill sent from the House of Representatives 


for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide for i 


the defence of certain ports and harbors in the 
United States,” was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Kine, Guxx, IZARD, Lancpox, Morris, ELLs- 
WoRIII, and Porrs, to consider and report thereon 
to the Senate. 

Mr. BUTLER reported, from the committee ap- 
pointed to consider the bill sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled An 
act authorizing a Loan of one million of dollars,” 
that the Vill pass; and, the report bcing adopted, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide 
a Naval Armament,” was read the second time. 

On motion, it was agreed that the further con- 
sideration of this bill be the order of the day tor 
Monday next. i 


| The VICE PRESIDENT determined the question 
lin the negative. 

| Ou the question. Shall this bill pass? it passed 
lin the affirmatire—yeas 12, nays 12, as follows: 
i 


Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Flisworth, Foster, 
‘ Izard, King, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strung, 
j and Vining. 

| Nays.—Messrs, Bradley, Brown, Butler, Edwards. 
| Gunn, Hawkiva, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
ı Robinson, and Tay lor. 


| 
| The Vick Prrsinent determined the question 
i in the affirmative. Aud further amendments being 
| agreed to, it was 
! Resolved, That this bill pass, that it be engross- 
ed, and that the title thereof be “ An aet in addi- 
‘tion to the act for the punishment of certain 
; crimes against the United States.” 
lA message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
| sentatives have passed a Dill, entitled “ Au act 
| making appropriations for the support of (he Mi- 
i litary Establishment of the United States fur the 
‘year one thousand seven hundred and uinety- 
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four ;” and a bill entitled “ An act making further 
provision for the expenses attending the inter- 
course of the United Statcs with foreign nations, 
and further to continue in force the act entitled 
‘An act providing the means of intercourse be- 


tween the United States and forcign nations ;’” in 


which several bills they desire the concurrence of 


the Senate. 
The bills last mentioned were severally read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading. 


Ordered, That the documents referred to in the | Kine, 
Presiwext’s Message of the Sth instant, relative to | thereon 
the vexations and spoliations on the commerce of 


the United States, be returned to the office of the 
Secretary of State. 


Ordered, That the Secretary of State, as soon | Report of the Secretary 


as may be, furnish the Senate with an abstract of 
the vexations and spoliations lately committed 
upon our commerce, and upon whom, 
noting the condemnations, as far as the documents 
in his office will enable him. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- 


tives for concurrence, entitled “An act limiting | 


for destroyed cer- 


the time for presenting claims 
was read the se- 


tificates of certain descriptions,” 
cond time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Cano, Tayion, Exrsworrn, GUNN, and Kine, to 
consider and report thercon to the Senate. 

The bill authorizing and directing the settlement 
of the accounts of Major General LAFAYETTE was 
read the third time. k 

Resolved, That this bill pass, that it be engross- 
ed, and that the title thereof he “ An act allowing 
to Major General LarayeTTE his pay and emolu- 
ments while in the service of the United States.” 


—= 


Fripay, March 14. 


The Vor Parsment laid before the Senate the 
Report from the Secretary for the War Depart- 
ment on the petition of Robert Connelly; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Kine, from the committee appointed to con- 
sider the bill, sent from the House of Representa- 

- tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide 
for the defence of certain ports and harbors in the 
United States,” reported amendments; which, be- 
ing adopted, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, “entitled “An act authorizing a 
Loan of one million of dollars,” was rcad the third 
time, and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making further 
provision for the expenses attending the intercourse 
of the Umicd States with foreign nations, and 
further to continue in force the act entitled ‘An 
act providing the means of intercourse between the 
United States and foreign nations,’ ” was read the 
second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Kinc, Morais, and Srrone, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 


this bill, reported an amendment, which being 
adopted, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making appro- 
priations for the support of the Military Establish- 
ment of the United States for the year one thou- 
sand seveu hundred and ninety-four,” was read the 
second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Vinine, and Gunn, to consider and report 
to the Senate. 


Monpay, March 17. 


The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate the 
for the Department of 
War on the petitions of Theodore Chartier and 
others; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 


particularly table. 


Mr. Brapuey reported, from the committee ap- 
pointed to consider the petition of Jabez Rogers, 


jr., that the prayer of the petition be granted. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide for 
the defence of certain ports and harbors in the 
United States,” was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide a 
Naval Armament,” was read the second time, and 
referred to Messrs. Lancpon, Morris, Burver, Taw- 
Lor, and Casor, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making further 
provision for the expenses attending the inter- 
course of the United States with foreign nations ; 
and further to continue in force the act, entitled 
“An act providing the means of intercourse be- 
tween the United States and foreign nations ;’” 
was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with an amend- 
ment. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
Lill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled ‘An act to prohibit the car- 
trying on the slave-trade from the United States to 
any foreign place or country.” 

On motion to postpone the bill to the next ses- 
sion of Congress, it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of this 
bill be postponcd. ‘ 


Tuespay, March 18. 

Mr. Kixe, from the committee appointed to con- 
sider the bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the support of the Military Es- 
tablishment of the United States for the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four;” re- 
ported the bill without amendinent. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading, 

A motion was made and seconded, that it be 

«u Resolved, That a committee be appointed to examine 


Mr. Kine, from the committee appointed on; into and report on the practicability uf obtaining state- 
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ments of the principles on which the accounts of the 
individual States with the United States have been , 
settled, and a statement of the several credits allowed | 
in the said settlement :” 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 

Mr. Lancon, from the committee appointed to! 
consider the bill, sent from the Honse of Repre- 
sentatives for concnrrence, entitled “An act to! 


provide a Naval Armament,” reported amend- ` 
ments; which were in part adopted, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. , 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act to provide for the erecting 
and repairing arsenals and magazines, and for other 
purposes ;” and “A resolution that the Present 
or tHe Unitep States, be authorized to cmploy, 
as despatch boats, such of the revenue cutters of 
the United States as the public exigencies may re- 
quire ;” 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 


in which bill and resolution, severally, | 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to prohibit the 
carrying on the slave trade from the United States 
to any foreign place or country,” was read the third 
tine and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making appro- 
priations for the support of the Military Extablish- 
ment of the United States, for the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four,” was read the 
third time and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide 
for the erecting and repairing of arsenals and ma- 
gazines, and for other purposes,” was read the se- 
cond time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Gunn, Kine, and Brapiey, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill 


| to authorize the PRESIDENT or THe UNITED STATES, 


The following Message was received from the lin certain eases, to alter the place for holding a ses- 


PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED STaTEs: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

The Minister Plenipotentiary of the French Republic 
having requested an advance of money, I transmit to 
Congress certain documents relative to that subject. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep States, March 18, 1794. 

The Message and papers were read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 

The resolution sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, “anthorizing the Pre- 
SIDENT or THe Unirep Srares to employ as de- 
spatch boats, such of the revenue cutters as the 
public exigencies may require ;” was read. 

Resolved, That the Senate concur therein. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representativés 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide for 
the erecting and repairing of arsenals and maga- 
zines, and for other purposcs,” was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill sent from the House of Represeniatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act to prohibit the car- 
rying on the slave-trade from the Uniled States to 
any foreign place or country.” 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading, 


Wennespay, March 19. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide a 
Naval Armament,” was read a third time and 
passed, 

Resolved, That the bill pass with amendmenis. 

The report of the committce to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Jabez Rogers, jr., was read 
and adopted, and the committee were instructed to 
bring in a bill for the purposes therein expressed. 

Mr. Braptey, frum the committee last mention- 
ed, reported a bill for the remission of the dutics 
on certain distilled spirits destroyed by fire, which 
was read the first time and ordered ic a second 
reading. 


sion of Congress, 

The bill was accordingly laid on the table, and 
read the first time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the second read- 


ing. 


Tuurspay, March 20. 


The bill to authorize the PRESIDENT of THE 
Unirep STATES, in certain cases, to alter the place 
for holding a session of Congress, was read the 
second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Livermore, Gunn, and Ettsworrtu, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate, ' 

The bill for the remission of the duties on cer- 
tain distilled spirits, destroyed by fire, was road the 
second time; and, the rule being dispensed with 
the bill was rcad a third time and passed, i 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act limiting the 
time for presenting claims for destroyed certifi. 
cates of certain descriptions,” reported amend 
ments. 

Ordered, That they be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

Mr. Cuny, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the bill, entitled “ An act to provide for the 
erecling and repairing of arsenals and magazines, 
and for other purposes,” reported amendinents, 
which were adopted. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read- 


ing. 


Fumay, March 21. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide 
for the erecting and repairing of arsenals and ma- 
gazines, and for other purposes,” was read the 
third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

Mr. Livermore, trom the committee to whom 
was referred the bill to authorize the Presipent 
oF THE UNITED SraTes, in certain cases, to alter 
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the place for holding a session of Congress, report-| The memorial of a number of citizens of the 


ed amendments. State of South Carolina was presented and read, 
Ordered, That the amendments be printed for the | complaining of the system continued and pursued 
use of the Senate. in the capture, detention, and condemnation, in 
The report of the committee to whom was refer- | British ports, of a number of vessels with their 
red the bill, entitled “ An act limiting the time for | cargoes, the property of the citizens of the United 
presenting claims for destroyed certificates of cer- States. 
{ain descriptions,” was read, and the consideration Ordered, That this memorial lie for considera- 
thereof postponed until Monday next. tion. 
The Scnale resumed the consideration of the| The Vice Presper laid before the Senate the 
motion, made un the 18th instant, that it be report. of the Attorney General, on the memorial of 
a Resolved, That a committee be appointed to ex- the French inhabitants of Galliopolis, and it was 


amine in'o and report on the practicability of obtaining read. 
statements of the principles on which the accounts of 
the individual States with the United States have been 
settled, and a statement of the several credits allowed 
in the said settlement.” 

And, on motion to adopt this resolution, it passed 
in the negative—yeas 6, nays 16, as follows: 


Yras—VMessrs, Edwards, Hawkins, Martin, Monroe, r C 
Potts and Taylor. holding a session of Congress, 


Nays.—Messra Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Cabot, Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 


| Ordered, That this report, and the papers refer- 
Ellsworth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Jackson, Izard Mr. Jackson, gave notice that he should, to- 


red to, be committed to Messrs. Brrr, TAYLOR, and 
Exuswortu, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to authorize the Presipenr of THe Unitep 
Srares, in certain cases, to alter the place for 


Langdon, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Robinson, and | morrow, move for leave to bring in a bill to make 

Strong. provision for the widow and orphan children of 
A message from the Mouse of Representatives Robert Forsyth, who was killed in the service of 

informed the Senate, that the House have passed | the United States? 

a bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Stephen The bill sent from the House of Representa- 


Paranque ;” in which they desire the concurrence of tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the 
the Senate. relief of Stephen Paranque,” was read the second 


The bill last mentioned was read the first time time, and referred to Messrs. Carnot, ELLSWORTH, 
aud ordered lo a second reading. and Morris, to consider and report thereon to the 


A motion was made, Senate. 

“That acommittee be appointed to consider and re- | _ The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
port in what manner the duties of the Uffice of a District | for concurrence, entitled An act to provide for 
Judge shall be discharged, during the inability of the | placing huoys on certain rocks off the harbor of 
Judge of a District.” New London and in Providence river,” was read 

Ordered, That the motion be referred to Messrs. the first time and ordered to a second reading. 


Extsworrs, Srronc, and Lasepo, to consider 
and report thercon to the Senate. 


——$—— 


Turspay, March 25. 


The bill to authorize the PresiDeNT OF THE 
Unrreo Staves, in certain cases, to alter the 
place for holding a session of Congress, was read 
the third time; and, being amended, 

Resuived, That this bill pass, that it be engross- 
ed, and that the title thereof be, “ An act to anthor- 
ize the PRESIDENT or THe Unrrep STATES, in cer- 
tain cases, to alter the place of holding a session of 
Congress. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “Au act to provide for 
placing buoys on ccrtain rocks off the harbor of 
New London and in Providence river,” was read 


the second time. 


Mowpay, March 24. 


Kensey Jouxs appeared and produced his cre- 
dentials of an appointment by the Governor of the 
State of Delaware as a Senator of the United Stales, 
which were read. 

Whereupon it was moved that they be referred 
to the consideration of the Committee of Elections 
before the said Kensry Jouns should be permitted 
to qualify, who are directed to report thereon; and 
it passed in the affirmative—ycas 13, nays 12, as 
follows : 

Yuas—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawking, Jackson, Langdon, J.ivermore, Martin, 
Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor- Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 

Navs,—Messra Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, | Jackson, LANGDON, and Foster, to consider and 
Frelinghuysen, Izard, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Ruther- | report thereon to the Senate. 
ford, Strong, and Vining. A message from the Honse of Representatives 

A message from the House of Representatives | informed the Senate, that the House disagree to 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed a | the first amendment of the Senate to the bill en- 
bill, entitled “ An act to provide for placing buoys | titled “ An act to provide for the erecting and re- 
on certain rocks off the harbor of New London and | pairing of arsenals and magazines snd for other 
in Providence river, in which they desire the con- purposes,” ask a conference on the subject-inatter 
currence of the Senate. of all the amenuments to the said bill, and have 
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appointed managers at the said conference on their 
art, 

P The Senate procceded to consider the resolution 
of the House of Representatives, disagreeing to the 
first amendment of the Senate to the bill entitled 
“ An act to provide for the crecting and repairing 
of arsenals and magazines and for other purposes,” 
and asking a conference on all the amendments. 
Whercupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate agree to the proposed 
conference, and that Messrs. Guxx, Brapiry, and 
Enrsworta be managers at the same on the part 
of the Senate. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or THE UNITED Starrs: “ 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

The two Letters which I now forward to Congress 
were written by a Consul of the United States, and 
contain information which wili, probably, be thought to 
require some pecuniary prevision. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Sates, March 25, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The consideration of the report ef the committee 
on the bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence entitled “ An act limiting the time 
for presenting claims for destroyed certificates of 
certain descriptions,” was resumed, adopted with 
amendment, and it was agrecd that the bill be 
amended accordingly. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “ An act transferring, for a limited 
time, the jurisdiction of suits and offences from the 
District to the Circuit Court of New Hampshire, 
and assigning certain duties in respect to invalid 
pensioners, to the attorney of the said district:” 
in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read the first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Conformably to notice given, Mr. Jackson ob- 
tained leave to bring ina bill to make provision for 
the widow and orphan children of Robert Forsyth, 
who was killed in the service of the United States; 
which was read the first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Resolved, That Thursday next be assigned to 
take into consideration the state of the Nation. 


WEepneEspay, March 26. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act limiting 
the time for presenting claims for destroyed cer 
tificates of certain descriptions,” was read the third 
time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the Iouse have passed 
“A resolution laying an embargo on the vessels in 
the ports of the United States;” in which they de- 
sire the concwrence of the Senate. 


The Senate took into consideration the last men- 
tioned resolution, “laying an embargo on the ves- 
sels in the ports of the United States,” and 

Resolved, That they do concur therein with the 
following amendment : 

After the word “ States,” insert ‘ whether cleared 
out or not.” 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives in the 
ainendment. 

Mr. Branury reported from the Committee of 
Elections, to whom was referred the credentials of 
Kensey Johns, appointed by the Executive of the 
State of Delaware a Senator of the United States, 
in the place of George Reid, resigned. 

Ordered, That the report lic for consideration. 

The bill to make provision for the widow and 
orphan children of Robert Forsyth, who was killed 
in the service of the United States, was read the 
second time, and referred to Messrs, Exnswoxtu, 
Lanepon, and Srrone, to consider and report 
thereon. 

Mr. Caso, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Kepresen- 
latives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of Stephen Paranque,” reported the bill without 
amendment. 

_ Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read- 
ing, 

Mr. Jacxsoy, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Represen- 
tatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide 
for placing buoys on certain rocks off the harbor of 
New London, and in Providence river,” reported 
amendments which were read, and ordered to lia 
for consideration. 

Ordered, That the Senate be at present under an 
injunction of secrecy in respect to the amendment 
to the resolution laying an embargo on the vessels 
in the ports of the United States. 


TaurspAy, March 27. 


The bill sent from the ITouse of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for the relicf of 
Stephen Paranqne,” was read the third time and 
passed. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
report. of the Committee of Elections, to whom was 
referred the credentials of Kensey Johns, appointed 
by the Executive of the State of Delaware to be a 
Senator of the United States. 

On motion, that the report be recommmilted, it 
passed in the negative; and, after progress, it was 
ordered that the further consideration of this report 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Gunn reported from the managers appointed 
to confer with those of the House of Representa- 
tives, on the amendments proposed by the Senate 
to the bill, cntilled “An act to provide for the 
erecting and repairing of arsenals and magazines, 
and for other purposes,” that they have agreed 
that it would be proper, instead of the amendments 
proposed to the first section, to amend the same, by 
striking out, from the word “ slores,” to the word 
“ provided,” and insert : 
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“There shall be established, under the direction of 
the President of the United States, three or four arse 
nals, with magazines, as he shall judge most expedient, 
in such places as will best accommodate the different 
parts of the United States; either or both of the arse- 
nals heretofore used at Springfield and Carlisle to be 
continued as part of the said number, at his discretion. 

“ And that it would be proper for the House of Re- 
prescntatives to agree to the other amendments pro 
posed, except the last, and for the Senate tu recede from 
that:” 

And it was agreed to adopt the report. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House adhere to their 
disagreement to some, and recede from their disa- 
greement to other amendments to the bill, entitled 
“An act to provide for the erecting and repairing 
of arsenals and magazines, and for other pur- 
poses.” 

The Senate took into consideration the bill last 
taentioned ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That they recede from their amend- 
ments to the first section, and adopt the amend- 
ment reported by the managers at the conference 
thereon 

Resolved, That they recede from thcir amend- 
ment to the sixth section, and that they insist on 
He amendment to the third section of the said 

ill. 


Fnpay, March 28. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Elections, to whom 
was referred the credentials of Kensey Johns, ap- 
pointed by the Exccutive of the State of Dela- 
ware to be a Senator of the United States; which 
report is as follows: 


“ The Committee of Elections, to whom were referred 
the credentials of an appointment by the Governor of 
the State of Delawaie, of Kensey Johns, as a Senator 
of the United States, having had the same under con- 
sideration, report— 

“That George Read, a Senator for the State of Dela- 
ware, resigned his seat upon the 18th day of December, 
1793, and during the recess of the Legislature of said 
Stale. 

“That the Legislature of the said State met in Jann- 
ary, and adjourned in February, 1794. 

“That, upon the 19th day of March, and subsequent 
to the adjournment of the said Legislature, Kensey 
Johns was appointed, by the Governor of said State, to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation aforesaid. 

“ Whereupon, the Committee submit, the following 
resolution: 

“ Resolved, That Kersey Johns, appointed by the 
Governor of the State of Delaware, as a Senator of the 
United States, for said State, is not entitled to a seat in 
the Senate of the United States ; a session of the Le- 
gislature of the said State having intervened, between 
the resignation of the said George Read and the ap- 
pointment of the said Kensey Johns.” 

On the question to agree to this report, it passed 
in the aflirmative—ycas 20, nays 7, as follows: 

Yeas.— Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brawn, Burr, 
Butler, Cabot, Edwards, Ellsworth, Frelinghuysen, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, King, Langdon, Livermore, 
Martin, Mitchell, Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor. 


Nays.—-Messrs. Foster, Izard, Morris, Potts, Ruther- 
furd, Strong, and Vining, 

Resolved, That an attested copy of the resolution 
of the Senate, on the appointment of Kensey Johns 
to be a Senator of the United States, be transmitted, 
by the Presinent of the Senate, to the Executive 
of the State of Delaware. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitep STATES : 


Gentlemen, of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


Tn the execution of the resolution of Congress, bear- 
ing date the 25th of March, 1794, and imposing an 
embargo, I have requested the Governors of the several 
States to call forth the force of their militia, if it should 
be necessary, for the detention of vessels. This power 
is conceived fo be incidental to an embargo. 

It also deserves the attention of Congress, how far 
the clearances from one district to another, under the 
law as it now stands, may give rise to evasions of the 
embargo, As one security, the collectors have been in- 
structed to refuse to receive the surrender of coasting 
licenses for the purpose of taking out registers, and to 
require bond from registered vessels, buund from one 
district to anuther, for the delivery of the cargo within 
the United States. 

It is not understood that the resolution applies to fish- 
ing vessels, although their occupations lie gencrally in 
parts beyond the United States. But, without farther 
restrictions, there is an opportunity of their privileges 
being used as means of eluding the embargo. 

All armed vessels, possessing public commissions 
from any foreign Power, (letters of marque excepted,) 
are considered as not liable to the embargo. 

These circumstances are transmitted to Congress for 
their consideration. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srares, March 28, 1794. 


Ordered, That the Message from the PRESIDENT 
or THE UnitEep Sratss, of this day, be referred to 
Messrs. Burr, Morris, and Lanenon, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
amendments reported by the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to provide 
for placing buoys on certain rocks off the harbor of 
New London, and in Providence river ;” and having 
adopted the same, and agreed that the bill be 
amended accordingly, 

Ordered, That the bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill, scent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled ‘‘ An act transfer- 
ring, for a limited time, the jurisdiction of suits 
aud offences, from the- District to the Circuit 
Couri of New Hampshire, and assigning certain 
duties, in respect to invalid pensioners, to the attor- 
ney of the said district,” was read the second 
time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

Mr. Vissa notified the Senate that he should, 
on Monday next, move for leave to bring in a bill 
to alter the times of holding the Cireuit Courts of 
the United States in the district of Delaware. 

Mr. Exiswortn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill to make provision for the 
widow and orphan children of Robert Forsyth, 
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who was killed in the service of the United States, Tuespay, April 1. , 
reported an amendment, which was adopted, and The petition of Elkanah Prentice, praying com- 
it was agreed that the bill should be amended | pensation for military services, and that he be 
accordingly. . , placed on the list of invalid pensioners, was pre- 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. | sented and read. io 

The Senate resumed the motion made the 25th; Ordered, That this petition be referred to the 
instant, to take into consideration the state of the Secretary for the Department of War, to consider 
Nation; and, after debate, i and report thereon to the Senate. 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 


The Vice Presivext laid before the Senate a 
Monpay, March 31. Letter from the seated Ai Popirroeni o 
: the Treasury, enclosing “a Memoir of Mr. La 
š The bill sent from the House of Representa- | Rocque on We Polities of the United States, re- 
tives for concurrence, enutled “ An vi ee spectine their Public Debt and Agriculture.” 
for a limited time, the jurisdiction of suits and of- b aoe ae c 
fences, from the District to the Circuit Court of The Vice Presmest laid before the Senate a 
New Hampshire, and assigning certain duties in 
respect to invalid pensioners, to the attorney of 
the said district,” was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide 
for placing buoys on certain rocks off the harbor 
of New London, and in Providence river,” was 
read the third tine, and passed. 

Mr. Bere, from the committee to whom was rc- 
ferred the Message from the PRESIDENT oF THE 
Unirep Starrs, of the 28th instant, reported a 
resolulion to carry into moure complete effect the 
resolution directing an embargo; which was read. 

Resolved, That this resolution pass. 

A message from the Tlouse of Representatives . 3 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- | The following Message was received from the 
sentatives do not concur in the resolution sent | PRESIDENT or THE Unitep STATES ; 
from the Senate to carry into more complete cf- | Gentlemen of the Senate and 


| Wepnespay, April 2. 


letter from the Hon. Anthony Morris, Speaker of 
the Senate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva- 
nia, enclosing a certificate of the election of the 
Hon. James Ross to be a Senator, to represent 
said Commonwealth in the Senate of the United 
States; which were read. 

Ordered, ‘That they lie on file. 


Tuvrspay, April 3. 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Report of the Sccretary for the Department of 
War, on the petition of Elkanah Prentice, which 
was read and ordercd to lie on the table. 


Frar, April 4. 


fect the resolution directing an embargo; and of the House of Representatives : 

tbat they have passed "a resolution to carry into | J Jay before you three Letters from our Minister in 
more complete effect the resolution directing an | London ; advices concerning the Algerine mission from 
embargo ;” in which they desire the concurrence | our minister at Lisbon and others; and a Letter from 
of the Senate. f the Minister Plenipotentiary of the French Republie to 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the | the Secretary of State, with his answer. 
last mentioned resolution, sent from the House of N G. WASHINGTON. 
Representatives for concurrence. Usirep STATES, April 4, 1794. 

Resolved, That they do concur therein. 

The bill to make provision for the widow and 
orphan children of Robert Forsyth, who was 
killed in the service of the United States, was 
read the third time. 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the bill, by 
inserting ‘“‘two thousand,” in lieu of “ one thon- 
sand dollars” 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it passed 
in the affirmative—yeas 13, nays 8, as follows: 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read. 

Ordered, That the Letters from the American 
Minister in London, and the Letter of the 27th of 
March last, from the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic to the Secretary for the De- 
partment of State, together with his answer, re- 
ferred to in the Message of the PRESIDENT of THE 
Unitep Srares of this day, be printed for the use 
of the Senate, 

Yeras.—Mesars, Bradford, Burr. Butler, Cabot, Gunn, |. A message from the House of Representatives 
Hawkins, Jackson, Izard, King, Martin, Monroe, Mor. | Primed the Senate, that the House of Representa- 
ris, and Tavlor. : z : i | tives have passed a bill, entitled “An act to en- 

7 lconrage the recruiting service ;” in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate, 
: The bill last mentioned was read the first time, 

So it was Resolred, That this bill pass; that it | and ordered to a second reading. 
be engrossed; and that the title thereof be, “An | A motion was made as follows: 
act to make provision for the widow and orphan Ordered, That the Secretary of War do lav before 
children of Robert Forsyth, who was killed in the | the Senate, a statement of the period to which the 
service of the United States.” troops of the United States have been paid. 


Navs.—Messra, Bradley, Brown, Ellsworth, Freling- 
huysen, Langdon, Livermore, Robinson, and Strong, 
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Ordered, That this motion lie on the table. licf of Leffert Lefferts and others,” was read the 
Mr. Kine reported, from the joint committee | first time, and ordered to a second reading. 
appointed to consider and report what business is} The bill sent from the House, of Representa- 
necessary to be done by Congress in the present tives for concurrence, entitled “ An aet to author- 
session, and what part of the business now de- | ize Ephraim Kimberly, to locate the land warrant 
pending may be, without great inconvenience, | issued to him for services in the late American 
postponed until the next session, that the proceed- | army,” was read the first time, and ordered to a 
ings may be so regulated as to close this session by | sccond reading. 
the firs. Monday in April next; and the report | The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
was read. for concurrence, entitled “ An act for erecting a 
Ordered, That it lie for consideration. light-house on the island of Seguin, in the district 
A message from the House of Representatives | of Maine,” was read the first time, and ordered to 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- | a second reading. 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “ An act to 
establish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 


United States;” in which they desire the concur- THURSDAY, April 10. 

rence of the Senate. A message from the House of Representatives 
The bill last mentioned was read the first time, | informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 

and ordered to a second reading. sentatives agrec to the amendments of the Senate 


to the bill entitled “ Au act limiting the time for 
presenting claims for destroyed certificates of cer- 
tain descriptions.” 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- | ‘The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to encou- | for concurrence, entitled “ An act allowing Lieu- 
rage the recruiting service,” was read the second | tentant Colonel Tousard an equivalent for his pen- 
time, and referred to Messrs. ELLSWORTH, Brown, | sion for life,” was read the second time, and re- 
and GUNN, to consider and report thereon to the | ferred to Messrs. TAYLOR, BRADLEY, and ELLS- 
Senate. WORTH, to consider and report thereon to the 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- | Senate. 

tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to esta- The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
blish the Post Office and Post Roads within the | tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- 
United States,” was read the second time, and re- | lief of T.effert Lefferts and others,” was read the 
ferred to Messrs. Brown, BUTLER, ELLSWORTH, | second time. 
Fosrer, Guys, Uawxixs, Kise, Livermorr,, Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 
Mowroz, Morris, Porrs, Rosrxsoy, RUTHER-| The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
TURD, STRONG, and VINING, to consider and re- | tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for erect- 
port thereon to the Senate. ing a light-house on the Island of Seguin, in the 
district of Maine,” was read the seeond time, 

On motion to add the following clause as an 
amendment to the bill, to wit : 

“And, also, to provide by contract for building a 
light-house on the Island of Cumberland, at the en- 
trance of the river St. Mary’s in the State of Georgia n: 

Ordered, That this bill, together with the, 
amendment proposed thereto, be referred to Messrs. 
CABOT, JACKSON, and RUTHERFURD, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to autho- 
rize Ephraim Kimberly to locate the land warrant 


Monpay, April 7. 


Tuespay, April 8. 


The Senate assembled, but adjourned without 
transacting uny business. 


WEDNESDAY, April 9. 


Joun HENRY, from Maryland, attended. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
the following bills, to which, severally, they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate: a bill, entitled r 
« An act allowing Lieutenant Colonel Tousard an | issucd to him for services in the late American 
equivalent for his pension for life ” a bill, entitled | army,” was read the second time, and referred to 
“An act for the relief of Leffert TeHerts and | Messrs. MITCHELL, BROWN, and MONROE, to con- 
others ;” a bill, entitled “An act to anthorize | sider and report thereon to the Senate. 

Ephraim Kimberly to locate the land warrant 
issued to him for services in the late American 
army ;” and a bill, entitled “ An act for erecting a 
light-louse on the island of Seguin, in the district 
of Maine.” £ 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- adjourned. 
tives for concurrere entitled “ An act eee 
Lieutenant Colonel Tousard an equivalent for his z . 
pension for life,” was read the first time, and or- MONDAY, April 14. 
dered to a second reading. The Vice PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- | Letter from the Secretary for the Department of 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re-' Treasury, with a general statement of exports from 
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Fripay, April 11. 


The Senate assembled: but the several com- 
mittees not having perfected their reports, they 
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the United States for one year, ending on the 30th 
day of September, 1792; which were read, and or- 
dered to lie for consideration. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of Leffert Lefferts and others,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 


TUESDAY, April 15. 


Mr. MITCHELL, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to autho- 
rize Ephraim Kimberly to locate the land warrant 
issued to him for services in the late American 
army,” reported, that the bill pass without amend- 
ment; and, the report being adopted, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The following Message was reccived from the 
PRESIDENT or THE Unrrep Stars: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you a Letter from the Minister Plenipo- 
tentiaryof his Britannic Majesty to the Secretar y of State; 
a Letter from the Secretary of the Teritory South of 
the river Ohio, enclosing an Ordinance and Proclawa- 
tion of the Governor thereof ; the translation of so much 
of a petition of the inhabitants of Post Vincennes, ad- 
dressed to the Prrsipens, as relates to Congress; and 
certain despatches lately received from our Commission- 
ers at Madrid, These despatches from Madrid being a 
part of the business which haa been hitherto deemed 
confidential, they are forwarded under that view. 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Uyirep STATES, April 15, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, arid ordered to lie for consideration. 


WEDNESDAY, April 16. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled, “ An act to authorize 
Ephraim Kimberly to locate the land warrant 
issued to him for services in the late American 
army,” was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act to establish the 
Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States,” reported amendments, which were read 
and adopted; and, the bill being amended accord- 
ingly, 

Ordered, ‘That this bill pass to a third reading. 


THURSDAY, April 17. 


The Scnate was, to-day, principally engaged in 
Executive business, 


FRIDAY, April 18. 

The petition of Ebenezer Parsons and others, 
was presented and read, praying that certain ves- 
scls mentioned in the petition, on account of the 
perishable nature of their cargocs, may be ex- 
empted from the embargo. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

Two memorials, from Spencer Man and Frantz 
Jacob Foltz, were presented and severally read, 


praying allowance of the drawback on a quantity 
of exported coffee and brandy, the petitioners be- 
ing unavoidably prevented from compliance with 
the legal formalities requisite to entitle them 
thereto. 

Ordered, That these petitions severally lic on 
the table. 

A message from the JIouse of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
“a resolution to continue the present embargo on 
ships or vessels in the ports of the United States, 
bound to any foreign port or place,” in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Scnate. The reso- 
lution was read. 

Mr. BRADLEY reported, from the committee to 
whom was referred the consideration of the laws 
passed in the Territory of the United States North- 
west of the river Ohio, from July to December, 
inclusive, that they be referred to the next session 
of Congress: and the report was adopted. 

The Senate took into consideration “the reso- 
lution to continue the present embargo on ships or 
vessels in the ports of the United States, bound to 
any foreign port or place.” 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out all the provisos, as follow: 


“ Provided, That nothing in this resolution be con- 
strued as intended to contravene any rights or privi- 
leges arising out of treaty or treaties between any fo- 
reign nation and the United States: And provided, also, 
That the President of the United States he authorized to 
permit the sailing of any vessel for the sole purpose of 
lodging, in the Courts of Vice Admiralty in any of the 
West India Islands, appeals from sentences, or decrees, 
of the said Courts, whereby vessels or cargoes claimed 
by American citizen or citizens, have been condemned : 
Provided, That bond, with sufficient security, be pre- 
viously given that such vessel shall not, directly or in- 
directly, carry on any commerce whatsoever during 
the voyage :” 


On the question, to concur in the resolution as 
amended, it passed in the affirmative—ycas 17, 
nays 10, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Butler, Edwards, Fre- 
linghuysen, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Izard, 
King, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Potts, Rutherfurd, and 
Taylor. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Livermare, Morris, Robinson, Strang, and Vi. 
ning. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to establish the 
Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States,” was in part read the third time. 

Ordered, 'That the further consideration of the 
bill, at this time, be postponed. 


SATURDAY, April 19, 


On motion, that the petition of Ebenezer Par- 
sons, and others, praying for an exemption from 
the embargo, be referred to a special committee, 
it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That Ebenezer Parsons, and others, 
have leave to withdraw their petition. 


85 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


APRIL, 1794.] 


86 
Proceedings. [Senare, 


Monpay, April 21. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to establish the 
Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States,” was read the third time, and further amend- 
ments being agreed to, 

Resolved, That this bill pass as amended. 

On motion to reconsider the resolution that this 
bill pass, for the purpose of further amendment, it 
passed in the negative. 

The petition of Messrs. Stewart and Plunket was 
presented and read, praying reimbursement of the 
duties on a quantity of coffee, said to be destroyed 
by fire. Referred to Messrs. Ports, Cazort, and 
Epwarps, to censider and report thereon. 

The petition of Henry Merchant, Distriet Judge 
for Rhode Island, praying an augmentation of his 
salary, was presented and read. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

A motion was made as follows: 

“That the Journals of the Senate, and reports from 
the Heads of Departments, printed by order of the Se- 
nate, shall be in octavo: 

“ That, if the House of Representatives concur, three 
hundred copies of the Journals of both Houses since the 
commencement of the present Government, be printed 
for the use of Congress.” 


Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 


TUESDAY, April 22. ‘ 


The Vict PREsIDENT laid before the Senate a 
Letter from Monsr. Olive, with a plan of a forty 
gun ship; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act allowing Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Tousard an equivalent for his pen- 
sion for life,” reported an amendment. 

Ordered, That this report lie, until to-morrow, for 
consideration, ; ; : 

The petition of Stephen Parsons, in behalf of 
William Parsons, was presented and read, praying 
compensation for military services to the ‘said 
William, who has been hitherto prevented from ap- 
plying by his absence from the country. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday, relative to the mode of 
printing the journals, bills, and reports, from the 
Heads of Departments; and, having amended the 
same, 

Resolved, That, after the present session, the 
bills, the journals, and all reports, from the Heads 
of Departments, and all official communications 
which may be directed to be printed by order of 
the Senate, shall be in octavo, 


Wepvesbay, April 23. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee on the bill, entitled “ An 
act allowing Lieutenant Colonel Tousard an equi- 
valent for his pension for life and, having adopt- 
ed the same, and amended the bill aecordingly, 

The rule was dispensed with, and the bill read 
the third time, and passed. f 


The petition of James Shaw was presented and 
read, praying compensation for military services. 
and supplies. 

On motion, that the petition be referred to a 
special committee, it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to with- 
draw his petition. - ; 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives disagree to some and agree to other 
amendments of the Senate to the bill entitled 
“An act to establish the Post Office and Post 
Roads within the United States;” and that the 
House of Representatives have passed the bill en- 
titled “An act directing a detatchment from the 
Militia of the United States ;” and the bill enti- 
tled “ An act providing for raising and organizing 
a Corps of Artillerists and Engineers ;” in which 
several bills they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
State, enclosing the translation of a Letter from 
the members of the Committee of Public Safety 
in France, the original of which was addressed to 
Congress, 

On motion that it be referred to a committee to 
take the same into consideration, and to report the 
draft of an answer, it was agreed that the con- 
sideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the House of Representatives disagreeing to 
sundry amendments of the Senate to the bill enti- 
tled “ An act to establish the Post Office and Post 
Roads within the United States.” 

Resolved, That they insist on their tenth amend- 
ment to the first section, and to their amendment 
for adding a new section, to follow the twenty- 
seventh section, and that a conference with the 
House of Representatives be requested on the sub- 
ject of disagreement ; and that Messrs, Kine, Burr, 
and Jackson, be managers at the same on the part 
of the Senate. 

On the question that the Senate recede from 


| their amendment for striking out the twenty-first 


section, as follows: : 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That every 
printer of newspapers may send one paper to each and 
every other printer of newspapers within the United 
States free of postage, under such regulations as the 
Postmaster General shall provide :” 


It passed in the affirmative—years 17, nay 9, as 
follows: 

Yuas.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Burr, 
Butler, Edwards, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, 
Jackson, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Monroe, Robin. 
son, and Taylor. 

Nays.—~Messrs. Cabot, Ellsworth, Hawkins, Izard, 
King, Morris, Potts, Rutherfurd, and Strong. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence entitled “An act directing a de- 
tachment from the Militia of the United States” 
was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence entitled “An act providing for 
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l motion by inserting the words “Senate of the” 
before the word “ United.” 

On motion to amend the motion by adding, after 
the word “States,” the words “congratulating 
them upon the late brilliant successes of the arms 

Tuurspay, April 24. of the Republic, and the establishment of liberty 

James Ross, from Pennsylvania, ‘attended, and | and order and the progress of industry,” it passed 
took his seat in the Senate. in the negative. . 

The bill sent from the [louse of Representatives | On the question to agree to the motion amended 
for concurrence, entitled “An act providing for | as follows: 
raising and organizing a Corps of Artillerists and | — « Ordered, That the Letter of the Committee of Pub- 
Engineers” was read the second time, and refer- | Jie Safety of the Freuch Republic, addressed to Con- 
red to Messrs. Gunn, TAYLOR, BRADLEY, Kine, and | gress, be trausmitted to the President, and thar he be 
Lanepox, to consider and report thereon to the | requested to cause the same to be answered, on behalf 
Senate. of the Senate of the United States, in such manner as 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives | shall manifest thcir siucere friendship and good will for 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act directing a de- | the French Republic:” 
tachment from the Militia of the United = It passed in the affirmative—yeas 28, as follows : 

| 


SENATE. ] 


raising and organizing a Corps of Artillerists and 
Engineers” was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 


was read the second time, and referred to the com-| Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
mittee last named, to consider and report thereon | Cabot, Edwards, Ellsworth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, 
to the Senate. Gunn, Hawkins, Ilenry, Jackson, Izard, King, Lang- 
A message from the House of Representatives | don, Livermore, Martin, Monroe, Morris, Potts, Robin- 
informed the Senate, that the House agree to the | son, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, Taylor and Vining. 
proposed conference on the disagreeing votes of the | Ordered, That the Seeretary lay a copy of this 
two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to | vote of the Senate before the PRESIDENT OF THE 
the bill entitled “An act to establish the Post | Unirep STATES. 
Office and Post Roads within the United States,” | Mr. Extsworru, from the committee to whom 
and have appointed managers at the said conference | was referred the bill entitled “An act to encou- 
on their part, tage the Recruiting Service,” reported amend- 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the | ments. 
Letter yesterday laid before the Senate from the| , Ordered, That the amendments be printed for 
Committee of Public Safety of the French Republic. | the use of the Senate. 
A motion was made that it be 


“ Ordered, That the Letter of the Committee of Pub- 
lic Safety uf the French Republic, addressed to Con- 
gress, be transmitted to the President, and that he be 
requested to cause the same to be answered, on behalf 
of the United States, in euch manner as shall manifest 
their sincere fricndship and good will for the French 
Republic.” 

On which it way moved that this motion be re- 
ferred to a committeg, to consider and report 
thereon; and it passed in the negative—yeas 13, 
nays 15, as follows: 

Yeas,—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 


wards, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, 
Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor. 


Fray, April 25. 
The Vice Presivenr laid before the Senate a 
Report from the Secretary of the Department of 
j War respecting invalid pensioners; which was 
read, and referred to Messrs. TAYLOR, ELLSWORTH, 
Brown, Jackson, and LIVERMORE, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

The amendments reported by the committee to 
the bill entitled “An act to encourage the Re- 
cruiting Service” were considered, adopted, and 
the bill amended accordingly ; and, the rule being 
dispensed with, the bill was read the third time and 
passed. 

f A message from the House of Representatives 

Nays.—Messts, Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, | informed the Senaiy that the House ugree to the 

Frelinghuysen, Henry, Izard, King, Livermore, Morris, | amendment of the Senate to the bill entitled “An 

Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. act allowing Liculenant Culouel Tousard an equi- 

valent for his pensiou for lite ;” they have passed 

a bill entitled “ An act to suspend the importation 

of certain Goods, Wares, and Merchandise,” in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read the first time, 

and ordered to a second reading. 


A motion was made by Mr. Martin to post- 
pone the consideration of the motion before the 
Nenate, for the purpose of considering the follow- 
ing motion: 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tines in Congress assembled, That the Letter of the 
Committee of Public Safety of the French Republic, 
addressed to Congress, be transmitted to the President, 
and that he be requested to cause the same to be an- 
swered, in behalf of the United Statea, in such manner 
as shall manifest their friendship and good will for the 
French nation, with their sincere wishes for the Prospe- 
rity of that Republic :” 

And it passed in the negative. 

On motion it was agreed to amend the original 


Monpay, April 28. 

Mr. Kine reported, from the managers at the 
conference on the part of the Senate on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses respecting the 
bill entitled * An act to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States;” and 
the report was adopted. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That, in licu of the tenth amendment 
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proposed by the Senate, the following be substi- 
tuted: make the two paragraphs one, thus: after 
« Canagjoharie,” strike ont “ to,” and insert “ and ;” 
and, after “ Whitestown,” strike out all that fol- 
lows, to “ Montgomery,” inclusive, and insert “ to 
Canandorque, and from some convenient point in 
that linc?’ so that the paragraph be read thus: 
“From Albany, by Schenectady, Canajoharic, and 
Whitestown, to Cunandorque, and from some con- 
venient point in that line through Cherry Valley to 
the Court-house, in Cooperstown, in the county of 
Otsego.” 

In the new section proposed by the Senate to 
follow the 27th section, after the words “two 
cents,” insert, “ Provided, That no letter shall be 
delivered to such letter-carrier fur distiibution ad- 
dressed to any person who shall have lodged at the 
post office a written request that his letters shall be 
detained in the office.” 

Ordered, Uhat the Secretary desire the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives in these 
amendments. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence entitled “ An act to suspend the 
importation of certain Goods, Wares, and Merchan- 
dise” was read the second time. 

A motion was made to refer this bill to a com- 
mittee of five; and, afler debate, was withdrawn ; 
and, a second motion for a commitment being made, 
it passed in the negative. 

On the question to agree 
the bill, as follows : 

“ Whereas the injuries which have been suffered, and 
may be suffered, by the United States from violations 
committed by Great Britain on their neutral rights and 
commercial interests, as well as from her failure to exe- 
cute the seventh article of the Treaty of Peace, render 
it expedient, for the interests of the United States, that 
the commercial intercourse between the two countries 
should not, during the continuance of these embarrass- 
ments, be carried on in the extent at present allowed : 

‘Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That, from and after the Ist day of Novem- 
her next, it shall be unlawful to import into the United 
States any goods, wares, or merchandise, whatever, of 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great Britain 
or Ireland ; and, if any such shall be imported, the same 
shall be forfeited, and may be seized by any of the offi- 
cers of the customs; and, where the value thereof, ac- 
cording to the highest market price, shall amount to 
four hundred dollars, the vessel importing the same, 
with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall be subject 
to like seizure and forfeiture: Provided, That this pro- 
Inbition and forfeiture shall not extend to any such ar- 
ticles as are now exempted from duty :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 11, nays 14, as 
follows : 

Yras.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Robinson, 
and Taylor. 

Nars.—Mesers. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Henry, Izard, King, Morris, Potts, Ross, 
Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. 

And the question being severally put on the 
subsequent sechons of the bill, it passed in the 
negative. 


to the first section of 


_ On motion that this bill pass to the third read- 
ing, it passed in the negative—yeas 13, nays 13, as 
follows: 2 

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
warda, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, 
Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor. 

Nays.—Messra. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Henry, Izard, King, Morris, Potts, Ru- 
therfurd, Strong, and Vining. 

The Vice Prestnent determined the question in 
the negative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives, that the Senate do not concur 
in this bill. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to the 
first and agree to the second amendment of the 
Senate to the bill entitled “An act to encourage 
the Recruiting Service.” 

Mr. Guns, from the committee to whom was 
referred the Dill entided “An act providing for 
raising and organizing a Corps of Artillerists and 
Engineers,” reported the bill without amendment ; 
and, the report being adopted, it was ordered that 
this bill pass to the third reading. 

The Senate took into consideration the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives disagreeing to 
the amendment of the Senate to the first section of 
the bill, entitled “ An act to encourage the Recruit- 
ing Service ;” and, 

‘Resolved, That the Senate adhere to their 
amendment to the first section of the said bill. 


Tuespay, April 29. 


The bill sent from the IIuuse of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act providing for 
raising and organizing a corps of Artillerists and 
Engineers,” was read the third time. 

On motion that this bill be recommitted, it passed 
in the negative. 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 

Mr. Berg, from the committee to whom was 
referred the Report of the Attorney General on 
the memorial of the French inhabitants of Gallio- 
polis, reported a bili for their relief; which was 
Tead the first time, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

= message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House ask a confer- 
ence on the amendment adhered to by the Senate 
to the bill entitled “ An act to encourage the Re- 
cruiting Service,” and have appointed managers at 
the same on their part. 

The Senate took into consideration the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives asking a con- 
fercnee on the amendment adhered to by the Se- 
nate on the last-mentioned bill: and resolved that 
they do agree to the proposed conference, and that 
Messrs. Stronc, ELLSWORTH, and Guxy, be ma- 
nagers thercof on the part of the Senate. 


——— 


Weopnxespav, April 30. 
The bill for the relief of the French inhabitants 
of Gulliopolis was read the second time, and refer- 
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red to Messrs. Brows, Burr, Tayor, Kine, and 
Potts, to consider aud report thereon to the Se- 
nate. 

The Vict Presmpent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Scerctary of the Department of 
State, respecting a statement of the spoliations 
committed on the commerce of the United States; 
which was read, and laid on the table. 

The petition of Janes Mathers, Doorkeeper to 
the Senate, praying for an augmentation of his 
salary, was considered and referred to Messrs. 
Taxor, Mornis, and CABOT. 

Ordered, That the petition of George Taylor and 
others, Principal Clerks in the several Departments 
‘of State, of War, and of Treasury, praying for an 
augmentation of their salaries, respectively, be re- 
ferred to the same committee, to consider and re- 
port thereon to the Senate. 


THURSDAY, May 1. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to ‘ An act to 
provide for the defence of certain ports and harbors 
in the United States,” ” in which they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

This bill was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. Ports, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Messrs, Stewart and Plun- 
kett, reported a bill for the remission of the duties 
on eleven hogsheads of coffee, which have been 
destroyed by fire; and the bill was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 


Fripay, May 2. 

The bill for the remission of the duties on eleven 
hogsheads of coffee, which have been destroyed by 
fire, was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read- 
ing. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act supplementary 
to ‘An act to provide for the defence of certain 
ports and harbors in the United States,” was read 
the second time, and the further consideration of 
the bill was postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. Gunn, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “An act directing a de- 
tachment from the Militia of the Uuited States,” 
reported an amendment, as follows : 

“Sue. 5. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue in force for the space of ,one year from 
the passing thereof, and from thence to the end of the 
next session of Congress, and no longer :” 

Which report being adopted, and the bill further 
amended, it was ordered 10 the third reading. 

Mr. ‘Taytor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of James Mathers, Doorkeeper 
to the Senate, fur further compensation, reported a 
resolution on the subject; and on the petition of 
George Taylor and others, clerks in the several 
Departments, reported, fiom the same 


thereof being under the consideration of the House 
of Representatives ; and the reports were severally 
agreed to. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said James Mathers, for ex- 
traordinary services as Doorkecper to the Senate, 
be allowed the sum of one hundred and twenty 
dollars, to be paid by the Secretary of the Senate, 
out of the money appropriated by law to defray 
the contingent expenses of the two UWouses of 
Conuress. 

The petition of George Southerland, a soldier of 
the militia of the State of Kentucky, wounded by 
the Indians in the year 1790, was presented aud 
read, praying the aid of Government, under disa- 
bility thereby from labor. 

Ordered, That this petition be referred to the 
Secretary for the Department of War, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 

On motion, 

“That a committce be appointed to consider the ex- 
pediency, and, if they think proper, to report a bill for 
authorizing the President of the United States to pro- 
vide timber of suttable qualities and dimensions, and in 
sufficient quantities, fur the framing and building twenty 
ships of forty-four guns, and to cause the same to be 
eured in a manner that may render it the most dura- 
ble:” 

Ordered. That this motion lie for consideration 
until Monday next. 


Mospay, May 5. 

The bill for the remission of the duties on eleven 
hogsheads of coffee, which have been destroyed by 
fire, was read the third time and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrenee, entitled “An act directing a de- 
tachment from the Militia of the United States,” 
was read the third time, and, being further amen- 
ded, 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments, 

The motion made on the 2d instant, that a quan- 
tity of timber be provided for the building tweuty 
ships, of forty-four guns each, was considered. 

Ordered, hat. it lie for further consideration. 

Mr. Livermore, from the committee to whom 
was referred the remoustrance of the Legislature of 
New Hampshire respecting a decree of the Circuit 
Court of the United States, in a cause there pend- 
ing between David Stoddard Greenough, and others, 
libellants, and John Penhallow, and others, respon- 
dents, reporied— 


“That the State of New Hampshire being a free, 
sovereign, and independent State, long befure the Con- 
federation of the United States, made a law for the pur- 
pose of privateering against the common enemy, and to 
establish Courts for the legal trial and condemnation of 
prizes; that, iu pursuance of said law, the said brig Lu- 
sanua, mentioned in said remonstrance, was captured, 
tried, and condemned, according to law, and distributed 
by order of Court among the captors and owners of the 
privatecr. The committee further report, that the said 
brig and her cargo were insured in London against all 
visk and dangers of the sca, and all American priva 
teers: and that, after the eapture and condemnation 


committee, | aforesaid, the owners of said brig Lusanna and cargo 


that their petition lie on the table, the subject! were paid for the loss by the underwriters. And, fur- 
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ther, that the said State of New Hampshire never gave 
an appellate jurisdiction in this cause to any Foreigu 
Court or Power whatsoever; and that all interference 
therein by any other than the Courts of New Hamp 
shire, is, in the opinion of the committee, a violation of 
the freedom, sovereignty, and independence of said 
State. All which is humbly submitted.” 

Ordered, That this report lie on the table. 

Mr. Moxxog notified the Senate thal he should 
to-morrow move for leave to bring in a bill to sus- 
pend the execution of the fourth article of the 
Treaty between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain until the United States shall be assured of a 
satisfactory compliance with the articles stipulated 
in the said Treaty to be performed on the part of 
Great Britain. 

On motion, if was agreed that the rule be dis- 
pensed with at this time, and that Mr. Krxe have 
Icave to introduce a bill prohibiting, for a limited 
time, the exportation of arms and ammunition, 
and encouraging the importation of the same; and 
the bill was read the first time accordingly, and 
ordered to a second reading. 


Turspay, May 6. 


The bill prohibiting, for a limited time, the ex- 
portation of arms and ammunition, and encourag- 
ing the importation of the same, was read the se- 
cond time, and referred to Messrs. Hawxrys, Krxe, 
and Livermore, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

A message from the Iouse of Representatives 
inforined the Senate, that they have passed a “ Re- 
solution to authorize the Presrpent to grant clear- 
ances in the cases of ships or vessels now loaded 
and bound to any port beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope,” in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolution last mentioned. 

Resolved, That this resolution pass, with an 
amendment. 

Mr. Strong reported, from the managers at the 
conference on the disagrecing votes of the two 
flouses on the bill, entitled ‘* An act to encourage 
the Recruiting Service,” that the House of Repre- 
sentatives should recede from their disagreement 
to the amendments of the Senate, and that the 
following section be inserted in the bill < 

“ And be tt further enacted, That each non-commis- 
sioned officer and soldier now in the service of the Unit- 
ed States, whose term of enlistment shall not expire be- 
fore the first day of Jannary next, shall be allowed and 
paid the sum of four doliars.” 

And the report was agreed to. 

A message from the Ilouse of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have rejected 
the report of the managers at the conference on 
the bill entitled “An act to enconrage the recruit 
ing service,” and adhere to their disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate to the first section 
of the said bill. The bill was accordingly lost. 

On motion, 

“That a committee be appointed toreport to the Se- 
nate what part of the trade of the United States may 
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be released from the effect of the present embargo, 
without interfering with the principle that induced 
the laying of the same :” 

Ordered, That this motion lie until to-morrow 
for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “An act supplementary to 
‘An act to provide for the defence of certain ports 
and harbors in the United States.’ ” 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The motion made on the 2d instant, that a quan- 
tity of timber be provided for building twenty 
ships, of forty-four guns each, was further consi- 
dered. 

Ordered, That this motion be referred to Messrs, 
Hawkrys, Morris, Lanevon, BUTLER, and CABOT, 
to consider and report thercon to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House disagree to 
the amendment of the Senate to the ‘ Resolution 
to authorize the PRESIDENT oF TIE UNITED STATES 
to grant clearances in the cases of ships or vessels 
now loaded and bound to any port beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope.” 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the Ilouse of Representatives disagreeing to the 
amendment of the Senate to the resolution last 
mentioned. 

Resolved, That they recede therefrom. 

Agrecably to the notice of yesterday, Mr. Mox- 
ROE requested leave to introduce a bill providing, 
under certain limitations, for the suspension of the 
fourth article of the Treaty of Peace between the 
United States and Great Britain; and, on motion 
for the previous question, to wit: Shall the main 
question be now put? it passed in the aflirmative— 
ycas 12, nays 7, as follows: 

Yxas.—Messrs. Cabot, Ellsworth, Frelinghuysen, 
Henry, Izard, King, Monroe, Morris, Potts, Koss, Strong, 
and Taylor. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Foster, Hawkins, Jackson, 
Langdon, Livermore, and Martin. 

And on the main question, to wit: Shall leave 
be given to bring in the said bill—it passed in the 
negative—yeas 2, nays 14, as follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Monroe, and Taylor. 

Nays.—Messers. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Henry, Tzard, King, Langdon, Liver- 
more, Morris, Potts, Ross, and Strong. 


Wepnespay, May 7. 

On motion hy the Senators of that State, 

Ordered, That the papers accompanying the 
remonstrance of the Legislature of the State of 
New Hampshire, against the determination of the 
Circuit Court for the district of New Hampshire, 
held at Exeter on the 24th day of October, 1793, 
be withdrawn. 

Mr. Tlawkrss, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill prohibiting, for a limited time, 
the exportation of arms and ammunition, and en- 
couraging the importation of the same, reported 
amendments, which were road, adopted, and the 
bill amended accordingly. 
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Ordered, That this bill be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The motion made yesterday “ that a committee 
be appointed to report to the Senate what part of | 
the trade of the United States may be released 
from the effect of the present embargo, without 
interfering with the principle that induced the lay- 
ing of the same,” was resumed. i 

Ordered, That this motion be referred to Messrs. 
Burien, ELLrswortu, and Braprogp, to consider 
and report thercon to the Senate, 

The petition of Olivcr and Thompson, and 
others, merchants of Baltimore, was presented and 
read, praying that further time may be allowed 
for the payment of certain impost dutics, about to 
fall due, for reasons stated in the petition. 

Ordered, That this petition be referred to the 
comiuitlee last named. 

The petition of Oliver and Thompson, merchants 
of Baltimore, was presented and read, praying that 
part of the impost dutics on a quantity of Trish 
linens and Madeira wine, said to be overrated by 
mistake, may be refunded. Referred to the Se- 
erctary for the Department of the Treasury, to 
consider and report thercon to the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act supplementary 
to ‘An act to provide for the defence of certain 
ports and harbors in the United States,’” was read 
the third time; and, being amended, 

Resolved, That this bil pass, with an amend- 
ment. 


Tuurspay, May 8. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the Ilouse have passed 
the bill sent from the. Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “ An act to erect a light-house on the head- 
land of Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on 
Ocracock Island, in the State of North Carolina,” 
with amendments, in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

Mr. Burer reported, from the committee ap- 
pointed yesterday, on the motion for freving a part 
of the trade of the United Statcs from the opera- 
tion of the present embargo : 


“That, in their opinion, it is not advisable to grant 
any partial enlargements or permissions for the depart- 
ure of vessels now embargoed :” 

Ordered, That this report lie on the table. 

The Senate procecded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill 
entitled “An act to erect a light-house on the 
head-land of Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon 
on Ocracock Island, in the State of North Caro- 
lina.” 

‘Resolved, That the Sénate concur in the amend- ; 
ments to the said bill. 


exportation of arms and ammunition, and encou- 
raging the importation of the same.” 

On motion by Mr. Lrvremore, the rule was dis- 
pensed with, and permission given to introduce a 
bill in addition to “The act for making further and 
more effectual provision for the protection of the 
frontiers of the United States;” which was read 
the first time and ordered to a second reading. 

Ordered, That Messrs. LIVERMORE, Jackson, and 
Monror, be a committee to bring in a bill to alter 
the time for the next mecting of Congress. 

Mr. Livrruorr, from the committee appointed 
for the purpose, reported a bill to alter the time 
for the next mecting of Congress; which was read 
the first time, and, the rule being dispensed with, 
the bill was read the sccond time. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for the 
third reading, 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Letter from Samuel Meredith, Treasurer of the 
United States, with his account for the two quar- 
ters closing the 31st of December, 1793, as also his 
War Department account, ending the 8lst of 
March last, : 

The Letter was read, and ordered, with the pa- 
pers, to lie on the table. 


Frinay, May 9. 


The bill in addition to the act making further 
and more effectual provision for the protection of 
the frontiers of the United States, was read the 
second time. 

On motion to add the following as an additional 
section to the bill, to wit: 

“And be it further enacted, That there shall be al- 
lowed and paid, from and after the first day of June 
next, to each private soldier now in service, or hereat: 
ter to be enlisted, the additional pay of one dollar per 
month, during the term of their respective enlistment :” 

Tt passed in the negative—yeas 7, nays 16, as 
follows: 

Yuas.—Messrs, Edwards, Henry, Jackson, Liver 
more, Morris, Potts, and Rosa. 

Nays,—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ella- 
worth, Foster, Felinghuysen, Gunn, Hawkins, Izard, 
King, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Strong. and Taylor. 

On motion to strike out the following words 
from the third section of the bill, to wit: 

“And under such special circumstauces ay in the 
opinion of the President of the United States may 1¢- 
quire an augmentaiion of some parts of their rations, 
the President be authorized to direct such augmenta 
tion as he may judge necessary, not exceediug” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 9, nays 11, as 
follows : 

Yeas.—Messrs. Burr, Cabot, Edwards, Hawkins. 


| Jackson, Martin, Monroe, Potts, and Ross. 


Nays,—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Ellaworth, Foster, 
Gunn, Izard, King, Laugdvn, Livermore, Morris, aud 


The engrossed bill prohibiting, for a limited | Strong. 


time, the exportation of arms and ammunition, 
and encouraging the importation of the same, was 
read the third time. | 
Resolved, That this bill pass, that the title there- 
of be “ An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the 


Ordered, That this bill be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The engrossed bill to alter the time for the next 
mecting of Congress was read the third time. 

On motion to strike out the words “first Mon- 
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day in November next,” and insert “second Mon- 
day in November next,” it passed in the negative. 

On motion that this bill pass as engrossed, it 
passed in the negative. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill for the relief of the French in- 
habitants of Galliopolis, reported the following 
Order: 


“That Rufus Putnam, Manassah Cutler, Robert Oli- 
ver, and Griffin Green, do appear before the Senate on 
the day of December next, to show cause, if any 
they have, why so much of a grant and deed of con- 
veyance for seven hundred and fifty thousand acres of 
land, bordering on the Ohio river, executed by the Pre- 
sident of the United States, to the said Putnam, &c., 
in trust for the Ohio Company of Associates, pursuant 
to an act, entitled ‘An act authorizing the grant and 
conveyance of certain lands to the Ohio Company of 
Associates,’ shall not be declared void, as may be suf- 
ficient to satisfy the claims of the French settlers at 
Galliopolis, 

“ Ordered, That the delivery of a copy of the above 
order to Rufus Putnam, Manassah Cutler, Robert Oli- 
ver, or Griffin Green, and the publication of the same 
one week in one of the gazettes printed in this city, 
shall be deemed sufficient notice thereof.” 


Ordered, That this report lie for consideration. 


Monpay, May 12. 


A message from the House of Representatives in- 
formed the Senate, that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act providing for the payment of 
certain expenses incurred by Fulwar Skipwith, on 
public account ;” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read twice, and referred to Messrs. ELLSWORTH, 
Frevincuuysen, and Ross, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

Ordered, That the rule be dispensed with, and 
that Mr. Extsworru have permission to bring in a 
bill to authorize District Judges to adjourn Circuit 
Courts; which was read twice, and referred to 
Messrs. ELuswortu, Fre.incnuysen, and Ross, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The following Message was reccived from the 
Present or THE Untrep Srares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

As the Letier which I forwarded to Congress on the 
15th day of April last, from the Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of his Britannic Majesty to the Secretary of Slate, 
in answer to a memorial of our Minister in London, 
related toa very interesting subject, I thought it proper 
not to delay its communication. But, since that time, 
the memorial itself has been received, in a Letter from 
our Minister, and a reply has been made to that answer 
by the Secretary of State. Copies of them are, there- 
fore, now transmitted. 

I also send the copy of a Letter from the Governor 
of Rhode Island, enclosing an Act of the Legislature of 
that State, empowering the United States to hold lands 
within the same for the purpose of erecting fortifica- 
tions; and certain papers concerning patents for the 
donation lands to the ancient settlers of Vinccunes 
upon the Wabash. G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep Starrs, May 12, 1794, 

3p Con.—4 


The Message and papers therein referred to were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The engrossed bill in addition to the “Act for 
making further and more effectual provision for the 
protection of the frontiers of the United States,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter signed Jacob Morgan, chairman, addressed 
to the Speaker of the Senate of Congress, enclosing 
“Resolutions of a meeting of a number of the manu- 
facturers of the city of Philadelphia, respecting a 
further revenue by an excise upon certain domestic 
manufactures, as contemplated by the House of 
Representatives of Congress.” 

On motion that these resolutions be read, it 
passed in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 10, as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Edwards, Foster, Gunn, 
Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
Potts, Robinson, and Ross, 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Frelinghuysen, Izard, King, Livermore, Morris, and 
Rutherfurd. 

The resolution being read, a motion was made 
as follows: 

“A paper signed Jacob Morgan, chairman, having 
been read, and the same appearing to be disrespectful 
to the Senate, ordered that the same be dismissed.” 

On which the previous question was moved for, 
to wit: 

Shall the main question be now put? and it 
passed in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 9, as fol- 
lows: 

Yzas.—Messrs. Bradford, Biown, Butler, Cabot, 
Ellsworth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, Izard, 
King, Livermore, Morris, Potts, and Rutherfurd. 

Nays.—Messrs. Burr, Edwards, Hawkins, Jackson, 
Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Robinson, and Ross. 

On motion to agree to the main question, it 
passed in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 9, as fol- 
lows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bradford, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, 
King, Livermore, Morris, Potts, and Rutherfurd. 

Nays.—Mesers. Brown, Burr, Edwards, Jackson, 
Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Robinson, and Ross. 

So it was ordered, that a paper signed Jacob 
Morgan, chairman, having becn read, and the same 
appearing disrespectful to the Senate, that the same 
be dismissed. 

On motion that the memorial of Mr. Pinckney, 
the answer of Mr. Hammond, and the letter of the 
Sccretary of State of the Ist of May, to Mr. Ham- 
mond, relative to the British instructions of the 8th 
June last, be printed for the use of the members 
of the Senate. 3 


Turspay, May 18. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the bill for 
the relief of the French inhabitants of Galliopolis; 
and the report being amended, was agreed to, and 
it was accordingly 

Ordered, That Rufus Putnam, Manassah Cut- 
ler, Robert Oliver, and Griffin Green, do, upon the 


99 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


100 


Senate. ] 


= Proceedings. 


[May, 1794. 


third Monday of December next, 
the Senate why so much of the grants of land to 
them, the said Rufus Putnam, Manassah Cutler, 
Robert Oliver, and Griffin Green, pursuant to an 
act, entitled " An act authorizing 
conveyance of certain lands to the Ohio Company 


show cause to | 


Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the committee to whom 
was referred certain resolutions moved fur the 15th 
of April last, by the Senators of Kentucky, relat- 


| ing to the navigation of the Mississippi, and the 
the grant and | negotiation at the Court of Spain, reported— 


“That, in the negotiation now carrying on at Madrid 


of Associates,” shall not be declared void, as may | between the United States and Spain, the’right of the 
interfere with, and be sufficient to satisfy the claims į former to the free navigation of the Mississippi is well 


of the French settlers of Galliopolis. 

Ordered, That the delivery of a copy of the 
above order to Rufus Putnam, Manassah Cutler, 
Robert Oliver, or Griffin Green, and the publica- 
tion of the same one month in one of the gazcttes 
printed in this city, shall be deemed sufficient no- 
tice thereof. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the ITousc have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Reuben 
Smith and Nathan Strong,” in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The petition of Dennis M‘Ready, and others, ip 
behalf of the manufacturers of tobacco and snuff, 
against an additional tax on those articles, was pre- 
sented and read. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

Mr. ELLSWoRTH, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill to authorize District Judges 
to adjourn Circuit Courts, reported the bill amend- 
ed; and the report being agreed to, and the bill 
amended accordingly, the rule was dispensed with, 
and the bill was read the third time, and passed. 


Weonespay, May 14. 


t Mr. Extsworra, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act providing 
for the payment of certain expenses incurred by 
Fulwar Skipwith, on public account,” reported 
amendments, which were adopted; and the bill 
was amended accordingly. The rule being dis- 
pensed with, the bill was then read the third time, 
and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Reuben Smith and Nathan Strong,” was read the 
second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Casot, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled ‘‘ An act for erecting a 
light-house on the Island of Seguin in the district 
of Maine,” reported amendments, which were 
adopted, and the bill was amended accordingly, 
and the rule being dispensed with, the bill was read 
the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

A motion was made that the next session of Con- 
gress be held at Boston. 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 


Tuerspay, May 15. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled * An act for the relief of 
Reuben Smith and Nathan Strong,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 


asserted and demonstrated, and their claim to its enjoy- 
ment is puraned with all the assiduity and firmness 
which the magnitude of the subject demands, and will 
doubtless continue to be so pursued until the object 
shall be obtained, or adverse circumstances shall render 
the further progress of the negotiation impracticable. 
That, in the present state of the busiuess, it would be 
improper fur Congress to interfere. But, in order to 
satisfy the citizens of the United States more immedi- 
ately interested in the event of this negotiation, that 
the United States have uniformly asserted their right 
to the free use of the navigation of the river Missis- 
sippi, and have employed and will continue to pursue 
such measures as are best adapted to obtain the enjoy- 
ment of this important territorial right, the committee 
recommend that it be resolyed by the Senate, 

“That the President of the Uniled States be and he 
hereby is requested to cause to be communicated to the 
Executive of the State of Kentucky. such part of the 
existing negotiation between the United States and 
Spain, relative to this subject, as he may deem advisa 
ble and consistent with the course of negotiations ;” 

And the report was adopted. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay a copy of this 
proceeding before the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, 


Fuway, May 16. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have ap- 
pointed a committe to join such committee as 
the Senate shall appoint, to report what business 
is necessary to be done before the close of the ses- 
sion, and when it will be proper to end the present 
session; and request the appointment of a com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate. And they have 
passed a bill, entitled “ An act making provision 
for the payment of the interest on the balances due 
to certain States upon a final settlement of the 
accounts between the United States and the indi- 
vidual States,” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence was read the first time 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate procecded to the consideration of 
the resolution last scnt from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee; and 

Resolved, That they do concur therein, and that 
Messrs. Kine, Euusworru, and Hawains, be the 
committee on the part of the Senate. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives therewith. 

The petition of Moses Brown and others, mer- 
chants of the State of Massachusetts, praying that 
further time may be allowed than the law pro- 
vides, to enable them to recover the drawback on 
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certain forcign goods intended for exportation, for 
reasons stated in the petition. 

Ordered, That this petition, together with the 
petition of Oliver & Thompson, and others, mer- 
chants of the State of Maryland, on a similar sub- 
ject, be referred to Messrs. CABOT, ELLSWORTH, and 
Hawks, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 


Moxpay, May 19. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from P. Legaux, praying their patronage 
of his vineyard, established at a place called Spring- 
mill, in the State of Pennsylvania; which was read 
and laid on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that they have passed a bill 
entitled “An act laying additional duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise imported into 
the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
yessels;” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making provision 
for the payment of the interest on the balances due 
to certain States upon the final settlement of the 
accounts between the United States and the indi- 
vidual States,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to Messrs. Canot, Jacksox, Morris, Potts, 
and Exiswoxtu, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

Mr. Jackson gave notice that he should to-morrow 
move for leave to introduce a bill to authorize the 
PRESIDENT or THE Unirep Srares, during the rc- 
cess of the present Congress, if he shall think the 
game necessary, to cause to be purchased or built 
a number of vessels, to be equipped as galleys in 
the service of the United States. 


Tuzspay, May 20. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a resolution for furnishing the Executives of the 
several States with a copy of the book marked 
A, deposited in the Treasury department by the 
Commissioners who settled the accounts between 
the individual States and the United States, in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate, 
was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Kine reported, from the joint committee to 
whom was referred the consideration of what 
business is necessary to be done before the close 
of the session, and when it will be proper to end 
the present session ; and the report was read. 

Ordered, that this report lie on the table. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act Ja} ing additional 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise imported 
into the United States and on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels,” was read the second time, and referred 
to Messrs. Gunn, ELLSWORTH, Kine, LIVERMORE, 
and Morais, to consider, and report thereon to the 
Senate. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


In the communications which I have made to Con- 
gress during the present session relative to foreign 
nations, I have omitted no opportunity of testifying 
my anxiety to preserve the United States in peace. It 
is peculiarly, therefore, my duty, at this time to lay be- 
fore yon the present state of certain hostile threats 
against the territories of Spain in our neighborhood. 

The documents which accompany this message de- 
yelope the measures which I have taken to suppress 
them, and the intelligence which has lately been re- 
ceived. 

It will be seen from thence that the subject has not 
been neglected ; that every power vested m the Execu- 
tive on such occasions has been exerted ; and that there 
was reason to believe that the enterprise projected 
against the Spanish dominions was relinquished. 

But it appears to have been revived upon principles 
which set public order at defiance, and place the peace 
of the United States in the discretion of unauthorized 
individuals. The means already deposited in the dif- 
ferent departments of Government are shown, by ex- 
perience, not tu be adequate to these high exigencies, 
although euch of them as are lodged in the hands of the 
Executive shall coutinuc to be used with promptness, 
energy, and decision, proportioned to the case, But 1 
am impelled, by the position of our public affairs, to re- 
commend that provision be made for a stronger and 
more vigorous opposition than can be given to such 
hostile movements under the laws as they now stand. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, May 20, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

Mr. Capot, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act making provision 
for the payment of the interest on the balances 
due to certain States upon a final settlement of the 
accounts between the United States and the indi- 
vidual States,” reported an additional section ; and 
the report was read. 

Ordered, That it lie for consideration. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Jackson obtained per- 
mission to introduce a Dill to authorize the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unitep Staves, during the recess of 
the present Congress, if he shall think the same 
necessary, to cause to be purchased or built a 
number of vessels, to be equipped as galleys in the 
service of the United States; and the bill was ac- 
cordingly read the first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 


Wepnespay, May 21. 

The Vice Present laid before the Senate a 
Letter from Secretary of the Department of State, 
with an abstract of the vexations and spoliations on 
ihe commerce of the United States. The Letter 
was read. 

Ordered, That the Letter and abstract therein 
referred to lie for consideration. 

Mr. Capot, from the committee to whom was 
referred, on the 16th instant, the petition of Moses 
Brown and others, reported a bill for extending 
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the benelit of a drawback and terms of credit in 
certain cases and for other purposes; which was 


read the first timo, and ordered to a second reading. ; 
The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution ° 


sent from the House of Representatives for concur- 
rence, for furnishing the Execulives of the several 
States with a copy of the book marked A, deposited 
in the Treasury Department by the Commissioners 
who settled the accounts between the individual 
States and the United States; and i 

On motion to refer the resolution to a commiltec 
to consider and report thereon, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 9, nays 11, as follows: 


Yeras—Messrs. Brown, Foster, Hawkins, Martin, 
Monroe, Potts, Robinson, Ross, and Vining. 

Nays—Mossrs. Bradford, Cabot, Kiisworth, Freling 
huysen, Gunn, Henry, Jackson, Izard, Livermore, Mor- 
ris, and Rutherfurd. 


On motion, it was agreed lo postpone the further 
consideration of this resolution. 
The bill to authorize the PRESIDENT oF THE 


entitled “ An act to authorize the settlement of the 
| account of Lewis Dubois, for his services in the 
late Army of the United States ;” the bill, entitled 
“ An act to alter the time forthe next annual meeting 
of Congress ;” and a resolve that Congress adjourn 
on the third day of June next. . 
The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to compensate 
Arthur St. Clair,” was read the first time, and 
| ordered to a second reading. ; 
The bill sent from the [louse of Representatives 
fur concurrence, entitled “ An act to authorize the 
settlement of the account of Lewis Dubois, for his 
jservices in the late Army of the United States,” 
was read the first time, and ordered to a second 


| reading. ; 
| The bill sent from the House of Representatives 


for concurrence, entitled ‘An act to alter the 
time for the next annual meeting of Congress,” 


| was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
‘ reading. 


| The resolve, sent from the House of Representa- 


Unirep Srares, during the recess of the present! tives for concurrence, that Congress adjourn on 


Congress, if he shall think the same necessary, to 


| the third day of June next, was read, and ordered 


cause to be built or purchased a number of vessels, | to Jie on the table. 


to be equipped as galleys in the service of the 
United States, was read the second time and re- 
ferred to Messrs. Jackson, RUTHERFURD, and CABOT, 
to consider sng a thereon to the Senate. 
Mr. Gunn, fr 

referred the bill, entitled “ An act laying additional 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of 


Taurspay, May 22. 
Ordered, That Messrs. ELLSWORTH, LIVERMORE, 


rom the committee to whom was | and Moxxot, be a committce to report a bill to 


janthorize a settlement of the accounts of Loan 
officers, for clerk hire and stationery. 
Ordered, That the same committee be instruct- 


: Wo? s z. whi ' A 7 . f oe . 
ships or vessels,” reported amendments; which | ed to bring in a bill to provide for mitigating or 


were read. 


remitting fines, penalties, and forfeitures, incurred 


Ordered, That the consideration thereof be post- | under the revenue laws, in cases not now provided 


poned. 
The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STaTEs: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and: 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you, in confidence, suudry papers by 
which you will perceive the state of affairs between us 
and the Six Nations, and the probable cause to which it 
is owing ; and also certain infortaation, whereby it would 
appear that some encroachment was about to be made 


for. 

That the same committee be instructed to bring 
in a bill further to extend the time for receiving 
on loan the Domestic Debt of the United States ; 
and 

That the same committee be also instructed to 
bring in a bill to continue in force the “ Act for 
the relief of persons imprisoned for debt.” 

Ordered, that the committee on the Message of 
the PRESIDENT or THE Unirep Srares, of the 19th 


Proce, territory by an officer aud party of British Loops. | of February last, respecting the judiciary, be en- 
Proceeding upon a supposition of the authenticity of | joined to report. 


this information, although of a private nature, I have 
caused the representation to be made to the British 
Minister, a copy of which accompanies this Message. 
Tt cannot be necessary to comment upon the very 
serious nature of such an encroachment, nor to urge 


that this new state of things suggests the propriety of | VINING, 


placing the United States in a posture of effectual pre- 
paration for an event which, notwithstanding the en- 
deavors making to avert it, may, by circumstances 
beyond our control, be forced upon us. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Untren Srates, May 21, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to were 


read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 


A Message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that they have passed the 
following bills and resolve, in which they desire 


the concurrence of the Senate; the bill, entitled 


“u An act to compensate Arthur St. Clair;” the bill, 


| The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 


| for concurrence, entitled “An act to compensate 
Arthur St. Clair," was read the second time, 
and referred to Messrs. Brown, Guns, and 
to consider and report thereon to the 


Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to authorize the 
settlement of the account of Lewis Dubois, for his 
services in the late Army of the United States,” was 
read the second time, and referred to the committee 
last appointed, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported by the committee to the bill, enti- 
tled “An act laying additional duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, iinported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,” 
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which were adopted, and the bill was amended ac- 
cordingly. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The Vick Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Report of the Secretary for the Department of War, 
on twenty-three additional claims for compensation 
to invalid pensioners; which were read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 

The bill for extending the benefit of a drawback 
and terms of credit in certain cases, and for other 
purposes, was read a second time; and, being 
amended, 

Ordered, That this bill be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to alter the time 
for the next annual mecting of Congress,” was 
read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolve sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, that Congress adjourn on the 3d day 
of June next; and 

Resolved, That they do concur therein. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolve sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, “for furnishing the Executives of the 
several States with a copy of the book marked A, 
deposited in the Treasury Department by the Com- 
missioners who scttled the accounts between the 
individual States and the United States.” 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the resolve, 
by inserting “at their own expense,” after the 
words “ several States.” 

On motion to concur in the resolution as amend- 
ed, it passed iu the negative—ycas 5, nays 15, as 
follows: 

Yras—Mesars, Hawkins, Martin, Monroe, Ross, and 
Vining. 

Nays.— Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, Jackson, Tzard, 
Livermore, Morris, Potts, Robinson, aud Rutherfurd. 


Faway, May 23. 


Mr. Evtsworrs, from the committee appointed 
yesterday for the purpose, reported the three fol- 
lowing bills: A bill to continue in force the acl for 
the relief of persons imprisoned for debt; a bill 
further extending the time for receiving on loan 
the Domestic Debt of the United States ; and a bill 
authorizing a settlement of certain expenses of the 
Commissioners of Loans; which bills were sever- 
ally read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The engrossed bill for extending the bencfit of a 
drawback and terms of credit in certain cases, and 
for other purposes, was read the third time, and 
ordered to lie for further consideration. 

Mr. Jackson, from the committce to whom was 
referred the bill to authorize the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Uwrren Srarrs, during the recess of the present 
Congress, if he shall think the same necessary, to 
cause to be built or purchased a number of vessels, 
to be equipped as galleys in the service of the 


United States, reported amendments, which were 
Tead. 

The Lill sent from the ITouse of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to alter the time 
for the next annual meeting of Congress,” was read 
the third time, and passed., 

The amendments reported on the bill to author- 
ize the PRESIDENT or THE UNITED Srares, during 
the recess of the present Congress, lo cause to be 
purchased or built a number of vessels, to be equip- 
ped as galleys in the service of the United States, 
were resumed. 

On motion to adopt the first section, amended as 
follows : 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby authorized during the recess of the 
present Congress, if the same shall appear to him neces- 
sary for the protection of the United States, to cause a 
number of vessels to be built or purchased, and to be 
fitted out, manned, armed, and equipped, as galleys in 
the service of the United States; the officers and men 
to be on the same pay, and to receive the same subsist- 
ence, as officers of the saine rank and men are entitled 
to in the Navy of the United States :” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 10, nays 9, as 
follows : 

Yuas—Messrs, Cabot, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry» 
Jackson, Izard, Monroe, Morris, Potts and Rutherford. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, Livermore, Martin, Robinson, and Ross. ` 


On motion, to adopt the following additional 
clause to the bill: 

“ And be it further enacted. That there be appropri- 
ated, for the pur pose aforesaid, the sum of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of the proceeds 
of any revenues of the United States which now are, or 
hereafter, during the present session, shall be, provided, 
not being otherwise appropriated. And that the Presi- 
dent of the United States be authorized to take on loan 
of the Bank of the United States, or of any other body 
politic or corporate, person or persons, the said sum of 
oue huudred and fifty thousand dollars, to be reimburs- 
ed, principal and interest, out of the said proceeds, ap- 
propriated as aforesaid, according to such contract or 
contracts which shall be made concerning the same :” 


It passed in the affirmative—ycas 11, nays 8, as 
follows : 

Yeas. —Mesers. Cabot, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, 
Jackson, Izard, Monroe, Morris, Potts, Robinson, and 
Rutherfurd. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Qawkins, Livermore, Martin, and Ross. 

And, after agreeing to further amendments, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 


ng. 
The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen. of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives: 

I lay before yon ihe copy of a Letter from the Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majesty, in answer 
to a Letter from the Secretary of State, communicated 
to Congress yesterday ; and also the copy of a Letter 
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from the Secretary, which is referred to in the above) The bills last mentioned were severally read, 
mentioned Letter of the Minister. and ordered to a second reading. 

G. WASHINGTON. On motion, that the engrossed bill to authorize 

Uniren Sratzs, May 23, 1794. the Presipent oF THE Unirep Srates, during the 

The Message and papers were read. recess of the present Congress, if he shall think 


Ordered, That the Message and papers therein | the same ncecssary, to cause to be built or pur- 
referred to, together with the communications re- chased, a number of vessels, to be equipped as gal- 
ferred to in the Message of the Prustpent or THE | Icys, in the service of the United States, be read 
Unirev Srares, of the 21st instant, be printed | the third time, 
for the nse of the Senate. A motion was made to postpone the third reading 

The Vice Presivent laid before the Senate a, of the bill at this time, for the purpose of taking 
Letter, signed Arthur St Clair, respecting the loss ! into consideration the following motion : 
of certain horses in the public service. | «That a committee of five be appointed to consider 

Ordered, That this Letter be referred to the | and report what other measures are necessary to be 
committee to whom was yesterday referred the | adopted, during the present session, for the defence of 
bill, entitled “An act to compensate Arthur St. | the United States, together with a bill or bills for car- 
Clair.” i rying the same into effect :” 

On request, Which passed in the negative. Whercupon, the 

Ordered, That the Vice Preswenr be excused | bill was read the third time, and passed. 
from attendance in Senate, after Friday next. Or dered, That Messrs. Ports, ELLSWORTH, IZARD, 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives | Moxrox, and Caxor, be a committee to consider and 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying additional | report what other measures are necessary to be 
dutics on goods, wares, and merchandize, imported | adopted during the present session, for the defence 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships | of the United States, together with a bill or bills 
or vessels,” was read the third time. for carrying the same into effect. 

A motion was made to restore the fourth section, Mr. CABOT, from the committee to whom was 
amended as follows : referred the petition of George Taylor and others, 

« And be it further enacted, That, upon all ships or | principal clerks in the several Departments, re- 
vessels of the United States, there shall be levied and | ported a bill, allowing an additional compensation 
paid, after the last day of June next, a duty of six cents | to the principal clerks in the Department of State, 
per ton, in addition to the duty now chargeable by law; | and the Treasury and War Departments, for the 
and upon all ships or vessels, belonging wholly or in | year 1794; which bill was read, and ordered to a 
part to the subjects or citizens of any foreign Power, | second reading. 
which, afier the said last day of June next, shall be en- The third reading of the bill for extending the 
tre the United Stat om any Ta tign port OF | benefit of a drasrbnck and terms of credit in oertain 
per ton, in addition to the duty now chargeable by law :” cages and a, other Purposes, was resumed. 

eg AA Resolved, That this bill pass; and that the title 

And, on motion, it was agreed, that the further | thereof be “ An act for extending the benefit of a 
consideration of this bill, at this time, be post-| drawback and terms of credit in certain cases, and 
poned. for other purposes.” 


Saturpay, May 24. 


The bill farther extending the time for receiving 
on loan the Domestic Debt of the United States, 
was read the second time; and, by unanimous con- 
sent, the rule was dispensed with, and the bill read 
the third time and passed. 

The bill authorizing a settlement of certain ex- 
penses of the Commissioners of Loans, was read 
the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill to continue in force “The act for the 
relief of persons imprisoned for debt,” was read 
the second time; and, by unanimous consent, the 
rule was dispensed with, und the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Representa- 
tives have passed a bill entitled “An act for deter- 
mining the Northern boundary of the Territory 
ceded to the United States by the State of North 
Carolina;” and a bill, entitled “ An act making 
further provision for securing and collecting the 
duties on foreign and domestic distilled spirits, 
stills, wines, and teas,” in which several bills they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate, 


Mopar, May 26. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled, ‘ An act for determining 
the Northern boundary of the Territory ceded to 
the United States by the State of North Carolina,” 
was read the second time, and referred to Messrs. 
RUTHERFURD, Hawxrss, and Brown, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Representa- 
tives have passed a bill, entitled “An act lay- 
ing certain duties upon suuff and refined sugar,” 
in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying certain 
dutics upon snuff and refined sugar,” was read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The engrossed bill authorizing a settlement of 
certain expenses of the Commissioners of Loans, 
was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An act authorizing a scttlement of 
certain expenses of the Commissioners of Loans.” 
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The bill allowing an additional compensation to 
the principal clerks in the Department of State, 
and the ‘Treasury aud War Departments, for the 
year 1794, was read the secoud time, aud, by una- 
nimous consent, the rule was dispensed with, and 
the bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Porrs, from the committee appointed for 
the purpose, reported a bill to increase the military 
force of the United States, and to encourage the 
recruiting service ; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendment reported by the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act making pro- 
vision for the payment of the interest on the ba- 
lances due to certain States upon a tinal settlement 
of the aceounts between the United States and the 
individual States.” 

On motion that the amendment be adopted, it 
passed in the negative—yeas 9, uays 11, as follows: 

Yeas—Mesars. Brown, Gunn, Jackson, Monroe, 
Morris, Potts, Robinson, Ross, and Rutherfurd. 

Nays.—Messra. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, Henry, Izard, King, Livermore, Martin, and 
Vining. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT of THE UNITED STATES: 

Gentlemen of the Senute, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

The Commissioners of his Catholic Majesty having 
communicated to the Secretary of State the furm of a 
certificate, without which the vessels of the United 
States cannot Le admitted inty the ports of Spain, I 
think it proper to lay it before Congress. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, May 26, 1704. 


TurEspay, May 27. 

Mr. Ectsworrn, from the committee to whom 
was referred ‘the Message of the PRESIDENT OF 
Tur Umep States, of the 19th of February last, 
with a representation from the Justices of the Su- 
preme Court, reported that the further consideration 
thereof be postponed to the next session of Con- 
gress; and the report was adopted. 

The Message yesterday received from the Pre- 
SIDENT of THE Unrrep States, transmitting the 
form of a certificate, without which: the vessels of 
the United States canol be admitted into the 
ports of Spain, together with the furm of the cer- 
tificate therein referred to, were read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “An act making provision 
for the payment of the interest on the balances due 
to certain States upon a final settlement of the ac- 
counts between the United States and the individ- 
ual States.” 

On motion to recommit the bill, with instruc- 
tions to the committee to report an amendment 
for carrying into effect an assumption of the Do- 
mestie Debts of the creditor States, to the amount 
of the balances reported to be due to them, it 
passed in the negative—yeas 5, nays 13, as follows: 


Yras.—Messrs. Jackson, Potts, Robinson, Ross, and 
Rutherfurd. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, King, 
Livermore, Martin, and Morris. 


On motion to strike out the first section of the 
bill, to wit: 


“ Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That interest upon the balances reported to 
be due to certain States, by the Commissioners for set- 
tling accounts between the United States and individual 
States, be allowed from the last day of December, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, and to be 
computed to the last day of December, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, at the rate of four per 
centum per annum; and that the amount of such inte- 
rest be placed to the credit of the State to which the 
same shall be found due upon the books of the Trea- 
sury of the United States, and shall bear an interest of 
three per centum per annum, from and after the said 
last day of December, onc thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four :” 

It passed in the negative, yeas 9, mays 11—as 
follows : 

Yras.—Messrs. Brown, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, 
Martin, Potts, Robinson, Ross, and Rutherfurd. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Henry, Izard, King, Livermore, Morris, 
and Vining. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
further provision for securing and collecting the 
duties on foreign and domestic distilled spirits, 
stills, wines, and tens,” was read the second time, 
and referred to Messrs. GUNN, ELLSWORTH, Ports, 
Casort, and Kine, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled 
“An act to enable the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia line on Continental Establishment to ob- 
tain titles to certain lands lying Northwest of the 
river Ohio, between the Little Miami and Sciota ?” 
in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

“The Vick Presmpent laid before the Senate a 
memorial signed Thomas Leiper and Gavin Ha- 
milton, “ manufacturers of snuff in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, on behalf of themselves and their bre- 
thren throughout the Union,” remonstrating against 
the imposition of an excise upon the said article ; 
which was read. ; 

Ordered, That this memorial lie on the table. 

The bill to increase the military foree of the 
United States, and to encourage the recruiting ser- 
vice, was read the second time, and considered. 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Browy, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to compensate 
Arthur St. Clair,” reported amendments, which 
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were read, and in part agreed to; and the bill was 


amended accordingly. j 
Ordered, That ihis bill pass to the third reading. 


Wenpnespay, May 28. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to compensate 
Arthur St. Clair,” was read the third time, 

On motion, it was agreed to reconsider the amend- 
ments made to this bill in the second reading. 

Resolved, That this bil! pass without amendment. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to amend 
the act, entitled ‘ An act to enable the officers and 
soldiers of the Virginia line on Continental Estab- 
lishment to obtain titles to certain lands lying 
Northwest of the river Ohio, between the Little 
Miami and Sciota, ” was read the second time, and 
referred to Messrs. Jackson, RUTHERFURD, and 
Browx, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to increase the military forco of the United 
Stales, and to enconrage the recruiting service. 

On motion to expunge the first section of the 
bill, as follows: 

“ Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the United States 
shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, during the next 
recess of Congress, to raise and equip such additional 
military force as circumstances shall, in his judgment, 
render necessary, not exceeding ten thousand non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, to serve for 
three yeare, unless sooner discharged, together with a 
proper proportion of commissioned officers, of all the 
grades, respectively, according to the present Military 
Establishment of the United States :” . 

It passed in the negative—yeas 8, nays 12, as 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Brown, Foster, Hawkins, Jackson, 
Livermore, Martin, Robinson, and Ross. 

Nays.— Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fre- 
linghuysen, Gunn, Henry, Izard, King, Morris, Potts, 
Rutherfurd, and Vining, 

Ordered, That this bill be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act making pro- 
vision for the payment of the interest on the ba- 
lances due to certain States upon a final settle- 
ment of the accounts between the Uniled States 
and the individual States,’ was read the third time. 

On motion to postpone the farther consideration 
thereof to the next session of Congress, it passed 
in the negative—yeas 8, nays 12, as follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Brown, Guon, Hawkins, Jackson, 
Martia, Potta, Robinson, and Ross. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Henry, Izard, King, Livermore, Morris, 
Rutherfurd, and Vining. 

On motion to strike out the first section of the 
bill, it passed in the negative. 

On motion to adopt the following as an addition- 
tional section to the bill, to wit: 


“ And be it further enacted, That, when the Legisla- 


| ture of any creditor State shall have passed an act de- 


claring that the creditors of such State, or so many of 
them as may apply, shall be allowed a proportion of the 
debt due to such State, in lieu of their respective de- 
mands, then the Commissioner of Loans of such State 
shall be authorized to receive such of the notes or certi- 
ficates of the said State aa may be designated by an act 
of the Legislature thereof, and on the terma therein pre- 
scribed, and to give certificates therefor in the manner 
directed in such act ; aud the said certificates shall bo 
transferrable, and the interest which shall become due 
shall be payable quarter yearly, in the same manner as 
on the other certificates of the United States: Provided, 
That the Commissioners of Loana shall not issue certi- 
ficates to a greater amount than the sums due to the 
States in which they respectively act, nor for a greater 
amount of interest than shall be the proportion of such 
State, and that no interest shall be paid before the last 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
five :” 

It passed in the negative. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act laying certain 
duties upon snuff and refined sugar,” was read the 
second time, and referred to Messrs. ELLSWORTH, 
Carot, and Izarp, to consider and report thereon 
to the Senate. 


Tuurspay, May 29. 


Mr. Gunn, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the bill, entitled “ An act making further pro- 
vision for securing and collecting the duties on fo- 
reign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, and 
teas,” reported amendments, which were adopted, 
and the bill was amended accordingly. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate the 
Report of the Secretary for the Department of War, 
on four additional chains for compensation to 
invalid pensioners, which was read. 

Ordered, That the report lic for consideration, 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An aet laying duties upon gar- 
riages for the conveyance of persons ;” a bill, en- 
titled “An act for the more effectual protection 
of the Southwestern frontier settlers;? und a bill 
entitled “ An act providing for the payment of the 
second instalment, due on a Loan made of the Bank 
of the United States ;” in which several bills they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The three last bills brought from the House of 
Representatives for conenrrence were severally 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The engrossed bill to inerease the military force 
of the United States, and to encourage the re- 
eruiting service, was read the third time. 

On motion to add the following, as an additional 
section to the bill: 


“ And be it further enacted, That, in case a war shall 
break out between the United States and any European 
Power, at any time within two years, all non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, aud privates, then in service 
under this act, or any act for raising troops heretofore 
passed, who shall be willing to re enlist to serve in the 
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troops of the United States to the end of such war, 
shall be permitted so tore-enlist, and such re-enlistment 
shall thereafter entitle them to receive an addition to 
their pay of one dollar and fifty cents per month :” 

It passed in the negative. : 

On motion to restore the third section of the 
bill, stricken out in the second reading, to wit: 

“ And be it further enacted, That, from and after the 
first day of July next, there shall be allowed to each 
non-commissioned officer, musician, and private, who 
shall then or afterwards be in service, on the present 
Military Establishment, or under this act, the additional 
pay of une dollar per month. 

It passed in the negative—ycas 7, nays 13, as 
follows : 

Yeas.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Henry, 
Izard, Potts, and Vining. 

Navys.—Messrs. Brown, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, 
Hawkins, Jackson, King, Livermore, Martin, Morris, 
Robinson, Ross, and Rutherfurd. 

Ou motion, that this bill pass, it passed in the 
aflirmalive—yeas 12, nays 8, as follows: 


Yxas.—Messrs, Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Freling- 
huysen, Gunn, Henry, Izard, King, Morris, Potts, Ru- 
therfurd, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs, Brown, Foster, Hawkins, Jackson, 
Livermore, Martio, Robinson, and Ross, 


So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and that 
the title thereof be, “ An act to increase the mili 
tary force of the United States, and to encourage 
the recruiting service.” 


Fripay, May 30. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making further 
provision for securing and collecting the duties on 
foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas,” was read the third time, and further 
amended, by striking out the words from the 

“end of the 12th section, “in case of sickness, ab- 
sence, or for other sufficient causes,” and inscrting 
in lieu thereof, these words: “in cases of occa- 
sional and necessary absence, or of sickness, and 
not otherwise.” 

Resolved, That ihis bill pass with amendments. 

A message from the House, informed the Senate, 
that they have passed a bill, entitled “ An act to 
authorize the PRESIDENT OF TIE UNITED STATES 
_ to lay, regulate, and revoke embargoes,” in which 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought from the louse of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence was read. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act providing for 
the payment of the second instalment duo on a 
Loan made of the Bank of the United States,” 
was read the sccond lime; and the rule being dis- 
pensed with, the bill was read the third time, and 

assed, 
£ The bill sent from the IJouse of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the 
more effectual protection of the Svuthwestern 


+ froutier settlers,” was read the secoud time. 


Ou motion, it was agreed to amend the Dill, so 


as that the number of the militia to be called out 
shall not exceed five thousand. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Kine, Jackson, RUTHERFURD, Potts, and ELLS- 
WORTH, ‘to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous con- 
sent, to dispense with the rule, and that the bill 
sent from the House of Representatives for con- 
currence, entitled “ An act to authorize the PRESI- 
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES to lay, regulate, and 
Tore embargoes,” be now read the second time; 
and, 

On motion, to agree to the first section of the 
bill, as follows: 


“ Be it enucted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States be, 
and he hereby is, authorized and empowered, when- 
ever, in his opinion, the public safety shall so require, 
to lay an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports 
of the United States, or upon the ships and vessels of 
the United States, or the ships and vessels of any foreign 
nation, under such regulations as the circumstances of 
the case may require, and to continue or revoke the 
same whenever he shall think proper. And the Pre- 
sident is hereby fully anthórizad: to give all such orders 
to the officers of the United States, as may be necessary 
to carry the same into full effect: Provided, The au- 
thority aforesaid shall not be exercised while the Con- 
gress of the United States shall be in session. And any 
embargo which may be laid by the President as afore- 
said shall cease and determine in fifteen days from the 
actual meeting of Congress next after laying the same :” 

Tt passed in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 5, 
as follows : 

Yras.—Mesars. Bradford, Brown, Foster, Freling- 
huysen, Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Izard, King, Mar- 
tin, Potts, Rutherfurd, and Vining. 

Navs.—Measrs. Cabot, Ellsworth, Livermore, Mor- 
ris, and Ross. i 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The biil sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying du- 
ties wpon carriages for the conveyance of persons,” 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to the com- 
mittee to whom is referred the bill, entitled “ An 
act laying certain duties upon snuff and refined 
sugar,” to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 


SATURDAY, May 31. 


The Vier PRESIDENT being absent, the Senate 
proceeded to the election of a President pro tem- 
pore, as the Constitution provides, and RALPH 
Izarp was duly elected. 

Mr. KIxG, from the committee fo whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the more 
effectual protection of the Southwestern frontier 
settlers,” reported, that the bill do not pass; and, 
after debate, the further consideration of the re- 
port was postponed until Monday next. , 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the following bills: a bill, entitled, An act laying 
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duties on property sold at auction ;” a bill, entitled 
“An act providing for the payment of a cortain 
sum of money due to the French Republic ;” a bill, 
entitled “ An act laying dutics on licenses for sell- 
ing wines, and forcign distilled spirituous liquors, 
by retail ;” and a bill, entitled “An act for the 
relief of John Robbe ;” in which several bills they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The four bills last brought from the House of 
Representatives for concurrence, were severally 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 


“The Sreaxen laid before the House a Letter from 
Francis Joachin Van Aken, styling himself Assistant 
Judge, addressed to the Congress of the United States, 
and dated Orebro, in Sweden, the Ist of January, 1794, 
stating the particulars of his discovery of an Art, de- 
scribed in the Swedish language, for extinguishing 
fires and preventing conflagrations, whether in war or 


| peace, on board vessels, or in houses on fire; which 


was read, and ordered to be sent to the Senate for their 
information.” , 


The Lill last mentioned to have been brought 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- from the House of Representatives for concur- 


tives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
ize the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES to lay, 
regulate, and revoke embargoes,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the 
settlement of the account of Lewis Dubois, for his 
services in the late Army of the United States,” 
reported that the bill pass without amendment, 
and the report was adopted. 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous con- 
sent, that the rule be dispensed with, and that this 
bill be now read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act laying cer- 
tain duties upon snuff and refined sugar,” reported 
amendments. 

Ordered, That the amendments be printed for 

the use of the Senato, and that the further consi- 
denen of the bill be postponed until Monday 
next, 
_ A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House agree to some, 
and disagree to other amendments of the Senate, 
to the bill, entitled “An act making further pro- 
vision for securing and collecting the duties on 
foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas,” ask a conference on the disagrecing 
votes thereon, and have appointed managers at 
the same on their part. 

The Senate procecded to consider the resolution 
of the House of Representatives disagreeing to 
sundry amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
making further provision for securing and collect- 
ing the duties on foreign and domestic distilled 
spirits, stills, wines, and teas,” and asking a con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes thereon. 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on their amend- 
ments to the said bill, agree to the proposed con- 
ference, and that Messrs. ELLSWORTH, KING, and 
Cagor, be the managers at the same on the part 
of the Senate, 


Monpay, June 2. 

_ A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act to extend the term of credit 
for teas imported in the ship Argonaut, and to 
permit the export of goods saved out of the wreck 
of the Snow Freelove,” in which they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

With this message came also a vote of the 
House of Representatives, dated June the 2d, 1794, 
as follows: 


act to author- | rence, was read, and ordercd to a second reading. 


The vote of the House of Representatives last 
recited was read. 

Ordered, That the vote and letter therein re- 
ferred to lie on the table. 

A motion was made that it be 


“ Resolved, The Louse of Representatives concurring 
herewith, that the resolution of the two Houses, passed 
the 22d day of May, authorizing the President of the 
Senate and Speaker of the Honse of Representatives to 
adjourn their respective Houses on Tuesday, the 3d day 
of June, be, and the same is hereby, repealed; and that 
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives be, and they are hereby, au- 
thorized to adjourn their respective Houses on day 
of June instant.” 

Ordered, That the considcration of this motion 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported by the. committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act laying certain 
duties upon snuff and refined sugar.” 

On motion, to expunge the two first sections of 
the bill, as follows: 


“Suc. 1, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of tie United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That, from and after the thirtieth 
day of September next, there be levied, collected, and 
paid upon snuff, which after that day shall be manu- 
factured for sale within the United States, at any manu- 
factory, for every pound of snuff, eight cents. 

“See. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the said thirtieth day of September next, there be 
levied, collected, and paid, upon all sugar which shall 
be refined within the United States, a duty of twocenta 
per pound :” 

It passed in the negative—ycas 7, nays 13, as 
follows : 

Yeas.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Jackson, Livermore, 
Morris, Robinson, and Ross, 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, King, Martin, 
Potts, Rutherfurd, and Vining. 

The amendments reported by the committce 
were severally adopted, and the bill was further 
amended. 

A motion was made 

“That the consideration of this bill be postponed, 
and a committee appointed to bring in a bill laying 
certain duties upon the utensils, engines, and machines 
used in the manufactories of snuff, and the refinement 
of sugar, as a substitute for this bill :” 

And it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 
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Mr. Exisworra, from the managers at the 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses, on the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “ An act making further provision for 
securing and collecting the duties on foreign and 
domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas,” 
reported— 

“Phat the Senate recede from their amendinent to 
the 12th section ; 

“That the Mouse of Represenlatives agree to the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the 5th section; 

“That the House of Representatives agree to the 
amendment pioposed by the Senate to the 13th section, 
with an amendment, by striking out ‘supervisors, and 
that the Senate agree to such amendment of their 
amendment; 

“That the Senate recede from their amendment to 
strike out the 16th section, and that both Houses agree 
to amend the said section, by striking out ‘ weekly, and 
inserting ‘for any term of time less than one year, and 
not less than one month; 

“That the House of Representatives agree to the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the 17th section, 
with an amendment, by inserting after ‘left at his dwell- 
ing, by the collector, and that the Senate agree to such 
amendment of their amendment ; 

“That the House of Representatives agree to the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to insert, after the 
17th section of the bill, two additional sections ; 

“ And that both Houses agree to alter the 9th section, 
by inserting after ‘States, ‘and of the Territory of the 
United States Northwest of the river Obio, and of 
me Territory of the United States South of the river 

bio? ” 


And the report was adopted. 

Urdered, That the Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives therewith. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I send you certain communications, recently received 
from Georgia, which materially change the prospect of 
affairs in that quarter, and scem to render a war with 
the Creek nations more probable than it has been at any 
antecedent period. While the attention of Congress 
will be directed to the consideration of measures suited 
to the exigency, it cannot escape their observation that 
this intelligence brings a fresh proof of the insufficiency 
of the existing provisions of the laws, towards the effec- 
tual cultivation and preservation of peace with our In- 
dian neighbors. Q. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep STATES, June 2, 1794. 

The Message and papers therein referred to 

were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 
- Mr. Extsworts, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act laying du- 
ties upon carriages for the conveyance of persons,” 
reported that the bill pass without amendment. 

Ordered, That the report lie for consideration. 


Tuespay, June 3. 

“A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
the bill, sent from the Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “ An act in addition to the act for the pun- 
ishment of certain crimes against the United 


States,” with amendments, in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate, 

With the message came the following resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives for con- 
currence : 

“ Resolved, That the resolution of the 21st ultimo, 
authorizing the President of the Senate and Speaker of 
the House of Representatives to close the present ses- 
sion, by adjourning their respective Houses on this day, 
be repealed ; and that, instead thereof, they be author- 
ized to adjourn their respective Houses on Thursday, 
the 5th instant, to meet on the day by law appointed ?’ 

The resolution being read, on motion to strike 
out “ Thursday the 5th,” and insert “ Friday the 
6th,” it passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in this reso- 
lution. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying certain 
duties upon snuff and refined sugar,” was read the 
third time. 

On motion to substitute six in lieu of cight cents, 
it passed in the negative. 

On motion to add the following to the 14th sec- 
tion of the bill: 

“ Provided this restriction shall not extend to prohibit 
the importation of sugar from the province of Canada 
in vessels of less burden; anything to the contrary 
notwithstanding :” 

It passed in the negative. 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the bill, by 
annexing the following proviso to the 14th section : 

“ Provided, That no drawback shall be allowed on the 
exportation of either of the said articles in any instance 
whera the same shall amount to less than twelve dol- 

ars :” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House agree to all 
the modifications of the amendments to the bill, 
entitled “ An act making further provision for se- 
curing and collecting the duties on foreign and 
domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas,” 
as proposed by the committee of conference, ex- 
cept the amendment to the twelfth section, which 
the House of Representatives have agreed to in 
their first proceeding on the amendments of the 
Senate. ; 

The report of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the bill, entitled “ An act for the more effec- 
tual protection of the Southwestern frontiers,” was 
considered. 

Ordered, That this bill be recommitted, and 
thal the Message of the Przsienr or THE UNITED 
Srares of the 2d instant be also referred to the 
same committee, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled ‘ An act laying additional 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels,” was read the third time. 

On motion, to insert the following in the first 
section of the bill, to wit: after “cofee per pound,” 
“on salt per bushel, three cents,” it passed in the 
negative. 
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On motion, it was agreed to strike out the fol- 
lowing words, after “shoes and slippers for chil- 
dren,” ‘on coal per bushel, one and a half cents.” 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the bill, by 
inserting, after “coffee per pound,” these words: 
“on clayed or lump sugar, one cent per pound.” 

On motion to restore the fourth section of the 
bill, amended as follows : 


‘ And be it further enacted, That, upon all ships or 
vessels of the United States, there shall be levied and 
paid, after the last day of June next, a duty of six cents 
per Lon, in addition to the duty now chargeable by law ; 
and upon all ships or vessels belonging wholly or in 
part to the subjects or citizens of any foreign Power, 
which after the said last day of June next shall be en- 
tered in the United States from any foreign port or 
place, there shall be levied and paid a duty of twenty- 
five cents per ton, in addition to the duty now charge- 
able by law :” 


It passed in the negative. 

On motion, it was agreed to expunge these 
words from the first section, “except window 
glass.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The report of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the bill, entitled “ An act laying duties upon 
carriages for the conveyance of persons,” was con- 
sidered and adopted. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying duties on 
licenses for selling wines and foreign distilled 
spirituous liquors, by retail,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Capot, ELLSWORTI, 
and Kine, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of: Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying du- 
ties on property sold at auction,” was read the 
second time, and referred to the committee last 
named, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The hill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of John Robbe,” was read the second time, 
and referred to Messrs. Livermore, Brown, and 
Hawnrys, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

Mr. Livermore, from the said committee, re- 
ported that the bill last mentioned pass without 
amendment; and on motion, by unanimous con- 
sent, the rule was dispensed with, and the bill was 
read the third time and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act providing 
for the payment of a certain sum of money duc to 
„the French Republic,” was read the second time, 
and referred to Messrs. Kinc, Guns, and Erus- 
worrH, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to extend 
the term of credit for teas imported in the ship 
Argonaut, and to permit the export of goods saved 
out of the wreck of the Snow Freelove,” was read 
the second time; and, by unanimous consent, the 


rule was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States.” 

Resolved, That they concur in the amendments 
to this bill. 


Wepvespay, June 4. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act laying duties 
upon carriages for the conveyance of persons” 
was read the third time. 

On motion to strike out, from the first section, 
all that follows the word “coaches,” and, in lieu 
thereof, insert “and other four-whecled carriages 
which hang or rest upon steel or iron springs, six 
dollars,” it passed in the negative. 

On motion to postpone the further consideration 
of the bill until the next session of Congress, it 
passed in the negative. 

On the question Shall this bill pass? it passed 
in the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 8, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Gunn, Hawkins, King, Livermore, Martin, Morris, 
Ross, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Frelinghuysen, Henry, 
Jacksun, Potts, Robinson, and Rutherfurd, 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill entitled “An act supplementary to the act 
entitled ‘ An act to promote the progress of Useful 
Arts;’” a bill entitled “An act concerning Inva- 
lids ;” a bill entitled “An act to make further 
compensation for the services of the late Robert 
Forsyth, Marshal of Georgia ;” and a bill entitled 
“ An act making certain alterations in the act for 
establishing the Judicial Courts, and altering the 
time and place for holding the Judicial Courts, 
and altering the time and place of holding certain 
Courts;” in which several bills they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. The House agree to 
some and disagree to other amendments of the 
Senate to the bill entitled ‘An act laying addi- 
tional duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the tonnage 
of ships or vessels.” 

Mr. Canor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “ An act laying duties on 
licenses for selling wines and foreign distilled 
spirituous liquors by retail,” reported amendments, 
which were adopted; and, by unanimous consent, 
the rule was dispensed with, and the bill was read 
the third time and passed. 

A message from the Iouse of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
“a resolution that a joint committce of both 
TIouses be appointed to wait on the Presipenr 
or THE Unirep States and request that he would 
recommend to the people of the United States a 
day of public humiliation and praycr, to be ob- 
served, by supplicating Almighty God for the 
safety, peace, and welfare of these States;” they 
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have appointed a committee on the part of the 
House, and desire. the concurrence of the Senate, 
and the appointment of a committee on tbeir part. 

Mr. Carnot, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “ An act laying duties 
on property sold at auction,” reported amend- 
ments, which were adopted. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a-third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to make further 
compensation for the services of the late Robert 
Forsyth, Marshal of Georgia,” was read; and, by 
unanimous consent, the rule was dispensed with, 
and the bill was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Vinixe, Jackson, and Kiye, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. ; 

Mr. Vixine, from the committee on the bill last 
named, reported amendments, which were read 
and adopted; and, by unanimous consent, the rule 
was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the louse of Represéntatives disagreeing to sun- 
dry of their amendments to the bill entitled “ An 
act laying additional duties on goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, and 
on the tonnage of ships or vessels.” 

On motion that the Senate recede from their 
amendments disagreed to, it passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on their said 
amendments, and ask a conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon; and 
that Messrs. Gunn, Kine, and Extsworra, be 
managers at the same on the part of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives in- 
formed the Senate that the House agree to the pro- 
posed conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the bill entitled “ An act laying ad- 
tional duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the tonnage 
of ships or vessels,” and have appointed managers 
at the same on their part. : 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act supplementary 
to the act entitled ‘An act to promote the progress 
of Useful Arts’” was read; and, by unanimous 
consent, the rule was dispensed with, and the bill 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Ports, Burr, and Cazot,. to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Ports, from the committee on the bill last 
mentioned, reported amendments, which were read 
and adopted, and the bill ordered to a third reading. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before Congress the copy. of a Letter, with its 
enclosures, from the Seeretary of State to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of his..Britannic Majesty, it being an 
answer toa Letter from the- Minister to him, bearing 
date the 22d ultimo, and already communicated. 

<- G. WASHINGTON, 
Unirep Srares, June 4, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to were 
read, and ordered tó lie for consideration. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making certain 
alterations in the act for establishing the Judicial 
Courts, and altering the tirne and place of holding 
certain Courts” was read; and, by unanimous 
consent, the rule was dispensed with, and the bill 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Vininc, MARTIN, and Brown, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Kine, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the more 
effectual protection of the Southwestern frontier 
settlers,” reported amendments, which were read. 

Ordered, That the amendments be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill sent from the Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “ An act to authorize the PRESIDENT or THE 
Unitep Srares, during the recess: of the present 
Congress, to cause to be built a number of vessels, 
to be equipped as galleys, in the service of the 
United States,” with amendments, in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Jackson, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An-act to amend the 
act entitled ‘An act to enable the officers and 
soldiers of the Virginia line, on Continental 
Establishment, to obtain titles to certain lands 
lying Northwest of the river Ohio, between the 
Little Miami and Sciota,” reported amendments, 
which were read, and ordered to lie for considera-. 
tion, 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Department 
of War do lay before the Senate.a statement of the 
number of non-commissioned officers and privates 
now actually in the service of the United States: 
upon the Military Establishment. ° : 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act concerning Inva- 
lids” was read, and ordered to a second reading, 


Taurspay, June 5. E 


The Presiwent laid before the Senate a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Department of War, 
accompanying a statement of the troops of the 
United States, according to the last returns; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MARTIN, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “An act making certain 
alterations in the act for establishing the Judicial 
Courts, and altering the time and place for holding 
certain Courts,” reported amendments, which were 
adopted. F 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
the bill sent from the Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “ An act in addition to the act for making 
further and more effectual provision for the pro- 
tection of the frontiers of the United States,” with 
an amendment, in which they desire the concur- 
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rence of the Senate; and that they have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Nicholas 
Reib,” in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. è 

The report of the committee on the bill entitled 
‘t An act to amend the act entitled ‘ An act to en- 
able the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line on 
Continental Establishment to obtain titles to certain 
lands lying Northwest of the River Ohio, between 
the Little Miami and Sciota,’” was considered and | 
adopted. 

Ordered, That the bill be printed as it is reported 
to be amended. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “ An act in addition to the act for making 
further and more effectual provision for the protec- 
tion of the frontiers of the United States.” 


Resolved, That the Senate concur in the said 
amendment. 

A message from the IIouse of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that they have passed “a re- 
solution directing the Secretary of War to make 
out and return to the District Judges certain lists 
in the cases of Invalid Pensioners ;” in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 3d instant, 

authorizing the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives to close 
the present session by adjourning thcir respective 
Houses on this day, be rescinded ; and that, instead 
thereof, they he authorized to adjourn their re- 
spective Houses on Monday, the 9th instant, to 
mect at the day by law appointed. 
. The President laid before the Senate a Letter 
from the Secretary for the Department of War, 
submitting further information relative to the re- 
cent events upon the Southwestern frontiers. 

Tho Letter and communication therein referred 
to were read and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported by the committce to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “An act for the more 
effectual protection of the Southwestern frontier 
settlers.” 

Ou motion to adopt the report of the committce, 
so far as that the three first scctions of the bill, as 
it came from the House of Representatives, be | 
struck out, to wil: 


“Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatines of the United Stutes of America in 
Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to call out, from 
time to time, as occasion may require, any number of 
militia belonging to the State of Georgia, South Ca- 
rolina, North Carolina, Virginia, or (he Territory South : 
of the river Ohio, not exceeding m the whole ten thou- | 
sand, as may at any time be, by hum, thought necessary i 
to carry on offensive operations against the Creek and | 
Cherokee Nations or Tribes of Indians: Provided, 
That the militia to be called out to be not continued 
in service for a longer term than six mouths at any one 
time. 

“See. 2, And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be autborized to establish 
such military posts as he may deem neeessary for tho 


permanent security of the Southwestern frontier set- 
tlers; and that the posts so to be established shall be 
guarded by troops from the line of the present Military 
Establishment, or by militia from the States and Ter- 
ritory aforesaid, as the President may judge most ex- 
pedient ; and between every two of the sard posts there 
shall be kept up a constant patrol of mounted rangers. 

“Seo. 3. And be it further enacted, That the militia 
to be employed by virtue of this act shall, while in ser 
vice, be entitled to receive the same rations, pay, aud 
clothing, or money in heu thereof, as the troops now in 
the service of the United States are entitled to.” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 16, nays 3, ag 
follows : 


Yeras —-Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Burr, Cabot, FUs- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Henry, King, 
Livermore, Morris, Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Gunn, Jackson, and Martin. 


On motion that the first section of the bill pass 
as reported by the committee, and agreed to be 
amended in Senate, to wit: 


“Sec, 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he hereby is, authorized to raise, for 
three years, unless sooner discharged, within the States 
of Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, the Ter- 
ritory South of the Ohio, and Virginia, an additional 
regiment of infantry, consisting of one thousand one 
hundred and forty non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, and solely to appoint the commissioned officers 
thereto, and organize the same according to the present 
establishment: Provided, That if the President of the 
United States shall be of opinion that any part of the 
legion now in service, whether officers or privates, can, 
without detriment to the public service, be transferred 
and constitute a part of the regiment herein provided, 
he be authorized to make such transfer :” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 13, nays 4, as 
follows : 


Yeas.——Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, Jackson, King, Liver- 
more, Morris, Potts, and Rutherford. 

Nays.—Mesers. Brown, Burr, Martin, and Ross. 


On motion, the blank in the second section re- 
ported by the committee was filled with ‘‘ twenty,” 
and the section adopted as follows : 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the non-com- 
missioned officers, privates, and musicians of the said 
regiment shall receive as a bounty after their enlist 
ment the sum of twenty dollars, and that they, together 
with the commissioned officers, shall recetve the same 
pay and allowances, in all respects, and be governed 
by the same Rules and Articles of War, as the other 
troops of the United States.” 


On motion to agree to the report of the commit- 
tee, of a section as fullows : 

“ Sro. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to establish such military posts without the jurisdiction 
of any individual State or the Territory aforesaid 
as he may deem necessary for the permanent security 
of the Southwestern frontiers, and that the said posta 
shall be guarded by troops on the establishment or by 
the militia.” 


It passed in the negative. 
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On motion, the Senate agreed to adopt the re- 
port. of the committee of a fourth and fifth section 
to the bill, as follows : 


“Sro. 4, And be it further enacted, That, whenever 
the United States shall be invaded, or iu imminent 
danger of invasion from any Natiou or Tribe of In- 
dians, it shall be lawful fur the President of the United 
States lo call forth such number of the militia of the 
State or Slales must convenient to the place of danger 
or scene of action as he may judge necessary to repel 
such invasion, and to issue his orders for that purpose 
to such officer or officers of the militia as he shall think 
proper. 

“Seo, 5. And be it further enacted, That the militia 
to be employed by virtue of this act shall, while in ser- 
vice, be entitled to receive the same rations, pay, and 
clothing, or money in lieu thereof, aa the troops now in 
the service of the United States are entitled to :” 


On motion to expunge the 6th section reported 
by the committee, as follows : 

“Seo. 6. And be it further enacted, That all per- 
sons who shall be assembled or embodied in arms upon 
any land belonging to Indians out of the ordinary 
jurisdiction of any State or the Territory aforesaid, for 
the purpose or with the intent of warring against the 
Indians, or of committing depredations on any Indian 
town, or person, or property, shall thereby become sub- 
ject to the Rules and Articles of War, which are, or shall 
be established for the government of the troops of the 
United states :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 7, nays 10, as 
follows: y 

Yvras.—Messrs. Burr, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, 
Jackson, Martin, and Ross. 

Nays—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, King, Livermore, Morris, Potts, and Vining. 


On motion to agree to a 7th scetion, reported by 
the committee, as follows: 

“Sec, T. And be it further enacted, That if the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall deem the same con- 
ducive to the good of the public service, he be, and 
hereby is, authorized to appoint a Major General to com- 
mand the troops authorized by this act, who shall re- 
ceive the same pay and allowances as are granted toa 
Major General Ly the act, entitled “ An act for making 
further and more effectual provision for the protection 
of the fruntiers of the United States :” 

lt passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that they have passed a bill, 
entitled “An act to continue in force, for a limit- 
ed time, the act supplementary to ‘The aet for the 
establishment and support of lizht-houses, bea- 
cons, buoys, and public piers; ” and a bill, entitled 
“An act to continue in force, for a limited time, 
the act, entitled ‘Au act to ascertain the fees in 
Admiralty proceedings in the District Courts of the 
United Siates and for other purposes?” in which 
several bills they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. "They insist on one and recede from other 
amendments disagreed to by the Senate on the 
bill, entitled “An act laying additional duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
vosscls.” : 


Mr. Guyn reported, from the managers at the 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses, on the bill, entitled “ An act laying addi- 
tional duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the tonnage 
of ships or vessels.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate so far recede from 
their amendment to the firat section, as that the 
duty on coal stand at one half cent per bushel. 

They also recede from their last amendment to 
the first section, which was to strike out the words 
“except window glass.” l 


Fray, June 6. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the more 
effectual protection of the Southwestern frontier 
settlers,” was read the third time. i 

On motion it was agreed, by unanimous consent, 
to strike out these words from the second section 
reported by the committee, to wit: “after their en- 
listment.” 

On motion, it was agreed further to amend the 
second section reported by the committee, by in- 
serting these words after “ dollara:” “ one-half to 
be paid immediately after enlistment, the other half 
at the end of three months thereafter.” 

On motion, it was agreed further to amend the 
bill by striking out the fourth section repurted by 
the committee. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have resolv- 
ed, that, the Committee of Enrolments be author- 
ized to amend the bill, entitled “An act laying 
additional duties on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, and on 
the tonnage of ships and vessels,” by striking out 
the word “next,” in the first section, and, in 
licu thereof, inserting the word “instant ;” also, 
by making a corresponding alteration throughout 
the bill, and by striking out, in the title thereof, 
the words “and on the tonnage of ship or ves- 
sels?’ and that the engrossed bill be amended 
conformably thereto; and that the concurrence of 
the Senate be requested, by message, in this resolu- 
tion. : 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
last mentioned, and, 

Resolved, That they do concur therein. 

Mr. RUTHERFURD, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entilled “ An act for deter- 
mining the Northern boundary of the Territory 
ceded to the United States by the State of North 
Carolina,” reported that the bill do nut pass, and 
the report was adopted. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate do not concur in this 
bill. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives therewith. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
certain alterations in the act for establishing the 
Judicial Courts, and altering the time and place of 
holding certain Courts,” was read a third time. 


127 


Sevare.] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Proceedings. 


128 
[Juns, 1794, 


On motion, it was agreed to strike out the word 
“Delaware” from the secund section, also the fol- 
lowing words in the same section, “and in Dela- 
ware on the third Monday in June.” 

Also to add, at the end of the section, 

“ And that the Circuit Court of the District of De- 
laware hereafter commence on the second Monday in 
June, instead of the 27th day of April; any law to the 
contrary notwithstanding.” 

Also, to amend the 3d and 4th sections of the bill- 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, eutitled “ An act for the relicf of 
Nicholas Reib,” was read; and, by unanimous con- 
sent, the rule was dispensed with, and the bill was 
read a second and third time, and passed. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to continue 
in force, for a limited time, the act entitled “ An 
act to ascertain the fees in Admiralty proceedings 
in the District, Courts of the United States, and for 
other purposes,” was read. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a second 
time? it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That the Seeretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives that the Senate do not concur 
in this bill. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to continue in 
foree for a limited time, “The act supplementary 
to the act for the establishment and support of 
light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers,” was 
read ; and, by unanimous consent, the rule was dis- 
pensed with, and it was agreed that the bill have at 
this time a second and third reading. 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act supplementary to 
the act, entitled ‘ An act to promote the progress of 
Useful Arts,” was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill, sent from the Elouse of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to amend the act, 
entitled « An act to enable the officers and soldiers 
of the Virginia line, on Coutinental Establishment 
to obtain titles to certain lands lying Northwest of 
the river Ohio, between the Little Miami and 
Sciota,” was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

Mr. Kise, from the committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill, entitled “ An act providing for the 
payment of a certain sum of money due to the 
French Republic,” reported that the bill do not pass. 

Ordered, That the report lie for consideration, 
and that in the mean time it be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled, “An act concerning In- 
valids,” was read the second time; and it was 
agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with 
the rule, and that this bill be now read the third 
time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 

The resolution sent from the Honse of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, “directing the Seere- 
tary at War to make out and return to the Dis- 


trict Judges certain lists in the cases of Invalid 
Pensioners,” was read. 

Resoleed, That this resolution pass with amend- 
ments, 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the settle- 
ment of the claims of Griffith Jones, Samuel Prio- 
leau, and John R. Livingston, against the United 
States,” and a bill, entitled “ An act declaring the 
consent of Congress to an act of the State of Ma- 
ryland, passed the twenty-eighth of December, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, for 
the appointment of a health officer;” in which 
several bills they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and the rule 
was, by unanimous consent, dispensed with, and 
the bill was read the seeond time, and referred to 
Messrs. Ports, Morris, and Guns, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to authorize the 
setilement of the claims of Griffith Jones, Samuel 
Prioleau, and John R. Tivingston, against the 
United States,” was read. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of this 
bill be postponed until the next session of Congress. 

‘The petition of George Nixon and others, clerks 
in the Auditor’s office, praying an increase of com- 
pensation, was read, and referred to Messrs. ELLs- 
WORTH, Livermore, and Morris, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying duties on 
property sold at auction,” was read the third 
time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 


SATURDAY, June 7. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the Houso have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
certain purposes therein expressed ;” in whieh they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Ports, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled ‘‘ An act declaring the 
consent of Congress to an act of the State of Ma- 
ryland, passed the twenty-eighth day of December, 
one thousand seven hundre.t and ninety-three, for 
the appointment of a health officer,” reported 
amendments, which were read and adopted; and it 
was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense 
with the rule, and that this bill be now read the 
third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House disagree to 
the armendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act for the more effectual protection of the 
Southwestern frontier settlers.” 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the House of Representatives on the amendments 
to the said bill, and 

Resolved, That they insist on their amendments 
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to said bill, and that a conference be desired on the 
disagreeing votes of the-two Houses, and that 
Messrs. Kine, Evtswortn, and Ports, be managers 
at the same on the part of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House agree to the 
proposed conference, on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses, on the bill, entitled “ An act for 
the more effectual protection of the Southwestern 
frontier settlers,” and have appointed managers at 
the same on their part. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making appro- 
priations for certain purposes therein expressed ;” 
was read; and it was agrecd to dispense with 
the rule, and that this bill be now read the second 
time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Carnot, Ross, and E:tswortn, to consider and re- 
port thereon to the Senate. 

The report of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the bill, entitled “ An act providing for the 
payment of a certain sum of money due to the 
French Republic,” was read, as follows: 


“It appears, by a statement of the account between 
the United States and France, reported to the House of 
Representatives, that, according to the view which ia 
entertained at the Treasury of that account, the United 
States, on the first day of January, 1794, were in advance 
to France the sum of two millions one hundred eleven 
thousand and eighty-six livres tournois and five deniers 
(being $383,162 11) beyond the instalments of principal 
and all interest which had accrued to that period. 

“Tt further appears, upon inquiry at the Treasury, 
that, since that period, there has been advanced on ac- 
count of our Debt to France the further sum of seventy- 
one thousand two hundred and forty-two doilars aud 
eighty-one cents. i 

“ And it appears, likewise, from the papers referred 
to the committee, that the President has promised fur- 
ther payment upon the same account of 1,500,000 livres 
on the third of September next, and of 1,000,000 of livres 
on the 5th of November next, making together 453,750 
dollars, which paymeuts, it is understood, may be an- 
ticipated al the Bank of the United States, in the pro- 
portions and at the epochs which are desired by the 
Minister of the French Republic. 

“These sums embrace all the parts of principal which, 
by contract, would become payable to France during 
the year 1794; beyond which, were there no anticipa 
tions, nothing would be demandable during the present 
year but the interest on the balance of the entire Debt, 
which balance, on the first day of January, 1794, is 
computed at the Treasury at $2,611,587 88; whence 
it results that (he payments which have been made, and 
engaged to be made, exceed those which by the terms 
of contract could be demanded. 

“This being the case, and the Loan in question 
haying been in its origin specifically appropriated to 
the purpose of the Sinking Fund ; 

“ It is the opinion of the committee, that it is not ad- 
visable to divert it from its destination, as is proposed 
by the bill referred to them; and consequently, that 
the bill should not pass.” 


On motion, it was agreed to adopt the report of 
the committee. 


sidered in paragraphs, it passed in the negative— 
yeas 7, nays 12, as follows: 

Yeas.—Mesers. Brown, Burr, Hawkins, Henry, Jack: 
son, Martin, and Ross. : 

` Nays.—Measrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Gum, King, Livermore, Morris, Potts, 
Rutherfurd, and Vining.’ 

And so the bill was rejected. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a “resolve directing the respective Clerks of the 
District Courts of the United States to return 
copies of the tables of fees payable in the Supreme 
or Superior Court of the State in which he resides, 
to the Attorney General ;” in which they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. f 

The resoive last brought from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence was read. 

Resolved, That the Senate concur therein. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Representa- 
tives have passed a bill, entitled “ An act making 
an cxtra allowance to certain clerks in the public 
offices, and to the widows and families of certain 
deceased clerks.” They have appointed a commit- 
tee to join such committee as shall be appointed 
on the part of the Senate, to wait on the PRESIDENT 
or THE Univen Srates, and notify him of the pro- 
posed recess of Congress. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of lhe 
resolution last mentioned; and, 

Resolved, That they do concur therein, and that 
Messrs. Vıxıng and Kine be the committee on the 
part of the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act making an extra 
allowance to certain clerks in the pubiic offices, and 
to the widows and families of certain deceased 
clerks,” was read ; and it was agreed, by unanimous 
consent, to dispense with the rale, and that the 
bill be now read the second cime. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Ross, Braprorp, and Morais, to consider and re- 
port thereon to the Senate, — . 

Mr. Ross, from the committee last mentioned, 
reported that the consideration of this bill be post- 
poned until the next session of Congress; and the 
report was adepted. Whereupon, 

Resoleed, Tnat this bill do not pass, 

Mr. Ex:usworrs, from the committee to whom 
was referred the petition of George Nixon and 
others, clerks in the Auditor’s office, reported a biil, 
which was read, and the rule was dispensed with 
by unanimous consent, and the bili was read the 
second time. 

On motion to amend the bill it passed in the 
negative, and the bill being read by paragraphs, it 
was ordered to a third reading. 

A message from the louse of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House of Representa- 
tives agree to some amendments, agree to’ some 
amendments with amendinents, and dixagrée to 
other amendments, of the Senate on the bill, entitled 
“ An act making certain alterations in the act for 
establishing the Judicial Courts, and altcriug the 


On motion, that the bill last reported on be con- ' time an-] place of holding certain Courts.” 


3p Con,—d 
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The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the House of Representatives on the bill last 
mentioned ; and 

Resolved, That they agree to the amendments of 
the House of Representatives to thcir amendments, 
and recede from their own amendments to the 
fourth section of the said bill. 

Mr. Ving reported, from the joint committee, 
that they had waited on the Presipenr oF THE 
Unrren Srares, and acquainted him with the in- 
tended recess of Congress on the 9th instant. 

Mr. Kina, from the managers at the conference 
on tho disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill, entitled “ An act for the more effectual pro- 
tection of the Southwestern frontier settlers,” re- 
ported that they could come to no agreement with 
the managers on the part of the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

A message from the IIouse of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House adhere to 
their disagreement to the amendments of the Se- 
nate to the bill, entitled “ An act for the more ef- 
fectual protection of the Southwestern frontier 
settlers.” 

Resolved, That the Senate adhere to their 
amendments to the bill last mentioned. 

So the bill was lost. 

Mr. Canor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the hill, entitled “ An act making appro- 
priations for certain purposcs therein expressed,” 
reported that the bill pass without amendment ; 
which report was adopted; and, the bill being read 
in paragraphs, it was ordered to a a third reading. 


Monpay, June 9. 


On motion, the rule was, by unanimous consent, 
dispensed witn, and Mr. Krxe obtained permission 
to introduce a bilt for the more effectual protection 
of the Southwestern frontiers ; and the bill had its 
first and second reading. 


On the question to agree to the first section of 
the bill, which is as follows : 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That, unless it shall be the opinion of the 
President of the United States, that a regiment of the 
troops heretofore authorized to be raised, may, consist- 
ently with the good of the public service, be employed 
for tho protection of the Southwestern frontier, he be, 
and hereby is, authorized to cause to be raised for three 
years, unless sooner discharged, within the States of 
Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, the Territory 
South of the Ohio, and the State of Virginia, an addi- 
tional regiment of infantry. consisting of one thousand 
one hundred and forty non-commissioned officers, mu 
sicians and privates, and solely to appoint the commis- 
sioned officers thereof, and to organize the same accord- 
ing to the present Military Establishment :” 

It passed in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 4, as 
follows: 

Yeas,—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, King, 
Livermore, Morris, Potts, Rutherfurd, and Vining. 

Navs.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Martin, and Ross. 

On motion by Mr. Jackson, to postpone the 
last section of the bill, which is as follows: 


“ And be it further enacted, That all persons who 
shall be assembled or embodied in arms, upon any land 
belonging to Indians, out of the ordinary jurisdiction of 
any Stale, ur of the said Territory South of the Ohio, 
for the purpose of warring against the Indians, or of 
committing depredations upon any Indian town, or per- 
sons or property, shall thereby become liable and sub- 
ject to the Rules and Articles of War which are, or shall 
be established for the government of the troops of the 
United States,” 


For the purpose of substituting the following: 


« And be it further enacted, That any militia officer 
of the United States, or either of the States, conducting, 
anthorizing, or attending, any expedition over the pre- 
sent boundary line between the respective States and 
any Indian tribe or nation, except in the pursuit of par- 
ties of Indians who may commit depredatiuns on the 
persons or property of the citizens of the United States, 
for the purpose of attacking their Indian towns, or de- 
stroying their persons, or to commit other depredations 
on their rights, shall, in addition to the pains or penal- 
ties the law of the United States now subjects him to, 
be liable to a trial by a General Court martial, to be or- 
dered by the Executive of the State or Territory to 
which such officer shall belong, and whose duty it is 
hereby declared to be, to order such Court-martial, and 
shall, if found guilty thereof, be cashiered, and be for 
ever thereafter disqualified from holding any commis- 
sion in the militia uf the United States, or of either of 
the States,” 


Tt passed in the negative—yeas 8, nays 11, as 
follows : 


Yeras—Mesers. Brown, Burr, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, 
Henry, Jackson, Martin, and Ross. 

Navs—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, King, Livermore, Morris, Potts, Rutherfurd, 
and Vining. 

On motion that this bill be now read a third 
time by unanimous consent, it was not agreed to, 

The bill for the further compensation of clerks in 
the Auditor’s office, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making appro- 
priations for certain purposes therein expressed,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion to rescind the resolution of both 
Houses, that Congress adjourn on this day, and to 
agree to adjourn on Wednesday next, it passed in 
the negative. 

The Preswent laid before the Senate a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, with his 
specie account for the quarter ending the 81st of 
March Jast; which were read and ordered to lic 
for consideration. 

A message from the [House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the ITouse, having finished 
the business of the session, are about to adjourn. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of 
Representatives, that the Senate likewise, having 
finished the business of the session, are about to 
adjourn; and he, having reported that he had de- 
livered the message, the PRESIDENT of the Senate, 
conformably to the resolution of the 5th instant, 
adjourned the Senate to the day appointed by law 
for the next meeting of Congress. 


PROCEEDINGS 


AND DEBATES 


OF THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES, 


AT THE FIRST SESSION OF THE THIRD CONGRESS, BEGUN AND HELD AT THE CITY OF 
PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 2, 1793. 


Monpay, December 2, 1798. 


This being the day appointed by the Constitu- 
tion for the meeting of the present Congress, the 
following members appeared and took their scats : 


From New Hampshire—Nicuoras GILMAN, 
Jons S. Snersurne, JEREMIAH Surry, and Paine 
WINGATE. 

From Massachusetts. —SurearIasnue BOURNE, 
Davip Coss, Henry Deanporn, Bensamin Goop- 
uue, Samuri Hovren, Wintiam Lyman, THEO- 
pore Sepewick, Georce Tuatcnen, and ÅRTEMAS 
WARD. 

From Connecticut. —Amasa LearneD, Urau 
Tracey, JonaTAAaN Trumpust, and JEREMIAN 
WADSWORTH, 

From Vermont.—Isract SMITH. 

From New York.—Tuxovorus BAILEY, Eze- 
KIEL GILBERT, Henry Guenn, James GORDON, 
Sitas ‘Tansot, Jonn E. Van Acuen, Parir VAN- 
CORTLANDT, Peter Van GaassBeck, and Joun 
Watts. 

From New Jersey.—Joun Beatty, Euras Bov- 
pinot, Lampert CapwALaper, ABRAHAM CLARK, 
and JONATHAN DAYTON. 

From Pennsylvania.—James ARMSTRONG, Wir- 
mam Finpcgy, Tuomas FITZSIMONS, ANDREW 
Grece, Tuomas HARTLEY, WILLIAM Irvine, JoAN 
Wiixes Kirrera, Frevegick Avcvstus Mun- 
LENBERG, Perer MumuenseRre, THomas ScoTT, 
and Jons SMILIE. 

From Muryland.—Geores Dent, and SAMUEL 
Sire. 

From Virginia —Wituiam B. Gines, CARTER 
B. Harrison, Jous Heatu, RicHarp BLAND LEE, 
James Mapison, ANDRew Moorr, ANTHONY 
New, Joun Nicaoras, Francis PRESTON, Ro- 
BERT RUTHERFORD, ABRAHAM VENABLE, and FRAN- 
cis WALKER. 

From Kentucky.—CurisToPHer GREENUP. 

From North Carolina.—Tuomas BLounT, WiL- 
Liam Jounson Dawson, Matraew Locke, NA- 
THANIET, Macon, and ALEXANDER MEBANE. 

Fram South Carolina.— WILLIAM SMITH. 

From Georgia.—Apranam Batpwin and Tuo- 
mas P. CARNES. 

A quorum of the members being present, the 
House proczeded to ballot for a Speaker, when it 


whereupon he was conducted to the Chair, and 
made his acknowledgments to the Iouse. 

The Ilouse then proceeded, in the same manner, 
| to the appointment of a Clerk, when Joon Beckiry 
was appointed. 

The usual oath was then administered to the 
members. 

Messages were interchanged between the two 
Houses, announcing their formation and readiness 
to proceed to business. 

Joseph Wheaton was appointed Sergeant-at- 

: Arms, Gifford Dally as Doorkeeper, and Thomas 
Claxton as Assistant Doorkeeper. 

A joint committee was appointed by the two 
Houses to wait on the PRESIDENT or THE UNITED 
Srares, to inform him that a quorum of the two 
JJouses is assembled, and ready to receive any 


i communication that he may think proper to make 


to them. 
Resolved, That two Chaplains, of different de- 


‘nominations, be appointed, one by each House, to 


interchange weekly. 

Resolved, That a standing Committee of Elec- 
tions be appointed; also a committee to report 
rules and orders of proceeding. 


Turspay, December 3. 


Josera McDoweLL and Benyamin WILLIAMS, 
from North Carolina, appeared and took their seats. 

A message from the Senate announced their 
readiness to receive the communication from the 
PRESIDENT or THR UNITED STATES. ‘The Speaker 
and members withdrew to the Senate Chamber, 
where the Presipent attended and delivered his 
Specch to the two Houses, which will be found in 
the proceedings of the Senate, page 10. 

On the return of the members, the Speech was 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

A message was received from the PRESIDENT, 
with a copy of his Proclamation and of the Rules 
prescribed by him for the government of the Ex- 
ecutive Officers in executing the Treatics between 
the United States and Foreign Powers, referred to 
in the Prestprnt’s Speech. [For copies of these 
papers, see the Appendix.] 

The Senate informed the House that they had 
appointed the Right Reverend Bishop Warre 


appeared that Freperrck A, Mumuensere, one of | Chaplain. 


the members from Pennsylvania, was clected ; 


And the House proceeded to elect their Chap- 
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lain. The Reverend AsmseL Green was their | present of $10,000, if the hostile tribes should agree 
choice. to terms. ‘They were instructed to prevent, if 


Wepnespay, December 4. 


Petes Corvin, jr., from Massachusetts; Wir- 
Lam Monreomery, from Pennsylvania; and WiL- 
tram Vans Murray, from Maryland, appeared, 
produced their credentials, and took their seats in 
the House; the oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States being first administered to 
them by the Srraker, according to law. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Speech of the PRESIDENT 
or tur Unrrep States to both Houses of Con- 
gress; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had the 
said Speech under consideration, and come to a 
resolution thereupon; which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee that a respectful Address ought to be pre- 
sented by the louse of Representatives to the 
PRESIDENT or THE Unirep Stares, in answer to 
his Speech to both Houses of Congress, at the com- 
mencement of this session, containing assurances 
that this House will take into consideration the 
various and important matters recommended to 
their attention. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Mapison, Sepewick, 
Warts, HARTLEY, and Samuet SMITH, be appoint- 
ed a committee to prepare an Address pursuant to 
the said resolution. 

Resolved, That this Touse will, to-morrow, 


again resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole | 


House on the said Speech. 

A petition of Henry Latimer, of the Slate of 
Delaware, was presented to the House and read, 
complaining of an undue election and return of 
Joun PAarTTon, to serve as a member of this House 
for the said State. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 


TREATY WITH THE INDIANS. 


A communication was received from the War 
Department, consisting of a copy of the instruc- 
tions given to the Commissioners for treating with 
the Indians North of the Ohio; the Journal of those 
Commissioners, and a list of the officers in the ser- 
vice of the United States. 

Some objection was at first made to reading the 
two first communications, but was afterwards 
waived. 

The instructions were then read. They pre- 
mise, that it appears a great majority of, the peo- 
ple of the United States are averse to the Indian 
war, and wish for peace with the savages if it can 
be obtained on just and honorable terms. They 
contemplate the treaty at. Fort Harmar as valid, 
and the sales made there, good. They propose 
offering the hostile Indians, if they should come to 
terms of accommodation, the guarantee of the 
United States against any impositions of her citi- 
zens. ‘The Commissioners were empowered to 
promise $50,000 worth of goods, and an annual 


possible, a confederacy of the Indians; to secure 
and explain the nature of our right of pre-emption 
to their lands, and to admit no British agents to 
the treaty as mediators; they might, however, at- 
tend the treaty as spectators, as the United States, 
wishing to deal fairly with the Indian tribes, and 
secure an honorable peace, did not care who wit- 
nessed the transaction. 

Some objections were started to reading the 
Journal with open galleries until the nature of it 
was known. After a short conversation upon the 
propriety of reading it privately, a motion to ad- 
journ was made and carried. . 


Tuurspay, December 5. 


Fisuer Ames and Dwicut Foster, from Massa- 
chusctts; and NaraanieL Nixes, from Vermont, 
appeared, produced their credentials, and took their 
seats. 

The House resumed the reading of the papers 
communicated by the Secretary of War, yesterday, 
and went through the same. . 

Ordered, That the said papers be committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. i 

The following Message was reccived from the 
PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES : 


Gentlemen of ihe Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


As the present situation of the several Nations of 
Europe, and especially of those with which the United 
States have important relations, cannot but render the 
state of things, between them and us, matter of inte- 
resting inquiry to the Legislature. and may, indeed, 
give rise to deliberations to which they alone are com- 
petent, 1 have thought it my duty to communicate to 
them certain correspondences which have taken place. 

The Representative and Executive bodies of France 
have manifested, generally, a friendly attachment to 
this country ; have given advantages to our commerce 
aud navigation, and have made overtures for placing 
these advantages on permanent ground ; a decree, how- 
ever, of the National Assembly, subjecting vessels 
Jaden with provisions to be carried into their ports, and 
making enemy-gouds lawful prize, in the vessel of a 
friend, contrary to our treaty, though revoked at one 
time, as to the United States, has been since extended 
to their ves<els also, as has been recently stated to us. 
Representations on this snhject will be immediately 
given in char:e to our Minister there, and the result 
shall be communicated to the Legislature. 

It is with extreme concern I have to inform you, that 
the proceedings of the person whom they have unfortu- 
nately appointed their Minister Plenipotentiary here, 
have breathed nothing of the friendly spirit of the Na- 
tion which sent him; their tendency, on the contrary, 
has been to involve us in war abroad, and discord and 
anarchy at home. So far as his acts, or those of his 
agents, have threatened our immediate commitment 
m the war, or flagrant insult to the authority of the 
laws, their effect has been counteracted by the ordi- 
nary cognizance of the laws, and by an exertion of the 
powers confided to me. Where their danger was 
uot iuuuinent, they have been borne with, from senti- 
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ments of regard to his Nation; from a sense of their 
friendship towards us; from a conviction that they would 
not sulfer us to remain loug exposed to the action of a 
person who has so little respected our mutual disposi 
tions ; and I will add, from a reliance on the firmness 
of my fellow-citizens, in their principles of peace and 
order. In the mean time, I have respected and pursued 
the stipulations of our treaties according to what Ijudged 
their true sense : and have withheld no act of friendship 
which their offairs have called for from us, and which 
justice to others left us free to perform. I have gone 
further. Rather than employ force for the restitution 
of certain vessels which I deemed the United States 
bound to restore, I thought it more advisable to satisfy 
the parties, by-avowing it to be my opinion, that, if re- 
stitution were not made, it would be incumbent on the 
United States to make compensation. ‘The papers now 


communicated will more particularly apprize you of 


these transactions. 

The vexations and spoliations understood to have 
been committed on our vessels and commerce, by the 
cruisers and officers of some of the belligerent Powers, 
appeared to require attention. The proofs of these, how 
ever, not having been brought forward, the description 
of citizens supposed to have suffered, were notified that, 
on furnishing them to the Executive, due measures 
would he taken to obtain redress of the past, and more 
effectual provisions against the future. Should such 
documents be furnished, proper representations will be 
made thereon, with a just reliance on a redress propor- 
tioned to the exigency of the case. 

The British Government having undertaken, by or- 
ders of the Commanders of their armed vessels, to re- 
strain, generally, our commerce, in corn and other pro- 
visions, to their own ports and those of their friends, the 
instructions now communicated were immediately for- 
warded to our Minister at that Court. In the mean 
time, some discussions on the subject. took place between 
him and them; these are also laid before you; and I 
may expect to learn the result of his special instructions, 
in time to make it known to the Legislature during 
their present session. 

Very early after the arrival ofa British Minister here, 
mutual explanations on the inexecution of the Treaty 
of Peace were entered into with that Minister; these 
are now laid before you for your information. 

On the subjects of mutual interest between this coun- 
try and Spain, negotiations and conferences are now de- 
pending. ‘The public good requiring that the present 
state of these should be made known to the Legisla- 
ture, ix confidence only, they shall be the subject of a 
separate and subsequent communicalion. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unrrep Srares, December 5, 1793. 


The Persmwent sent, also, a copy of the report 
of the late Commissioners for ‘settling accounts 
between the United States and individual States, 
stating the balances duc to and from the respective 
States. 

The Message and Communications from the 
Presipent were partly read, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Maptson, from the committee appointed, 
presented an address to the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unrrep Statzs, in answer to his Speech to both 
Houses of Congress; which was read, and ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


Fraivay, December 6. 


James HruLnouse, from Connecticut, and Jos1a# 
Parker, from Virginia, appeared and took their 
seats, 

Mr. Wiriiam Sars, from the Standing Com 
mittee of Elections, reported that the Committee 
had, in part, examined the certificates and other 
credentials of the members returned to serve in 
this House, and had agreed upon a report; which 
was read, and is as follows: 


“Tt appears to your Committee, that the credentials 
of the following members are sufficient to entitle them 
to take their seats, in the House, to wit: . 


[After enumerating the names of the members 
whose credentials were examined, the report con- 
cludes :] 


“Your Committee further report that, in the case of 
Josx Patros, returned as a member for the State of 
Delaware, the Exccutive of the said State have, together 
with the return, transmitted a protest, made to them 
by Henry Latimer, of the said State, against the return 
of the said Joan Patton.” 


Ordered, That the said report do lie on the 
table. 

he House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Address to the Puest- 
pext of THE Uxtrep States, in answer to his 
Speech to’ both Houses of Congress; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had had the said Address 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 

Resolved, unanimously, 
agree to the said Address, 


Siz: The Representatives of the people of the United 
States, in meeting you for the first time since you have 
been again called, by an unanimous suffrage, to your 
present station, find an occasion, which they embrace 
with no less sincerity than promptitude, for expressing 
to you their congratulations on so distinguished a testi- 
mony of public approbation, and their entire confidence 
in the purity and patriotism of the motives which have 
produced this obedience to the voice of your country, 
It is to virtues which have commanded long and uni- 
versal reverence, and services from which have flowed 
great and lasting benefits, that the tribute of praise may 
be paid without the reproach of flattery: aud it is from 
the same sources that the fairest anticipations may be 
derived in favor of the public happiness. 

The United States having taken no part in the war 
which had embraced in Europe the Powers with whom 
they have the most extensive relations, the maintenance 
of peace was justly to be regarded as one of the most 
important duties of the Magistrate charged with the 
faithful execution of the laws, We accordingly wit- 
ness, with approbation and pleasure, the vigilance with 
which you have guarded against an interruption of that 
blessing, by your Proclamation, admonishing our citi- 
zons of the consequences of illicit or hostile acts towards 
the belligerent parties ; and promoting, by a declaration 
of the existing legal state of things, an easier admission 
of our right to the immunities belonging to our situa- 
tion. 

The connexion of the United States with Europe has 
evidently become extremely interesting. The commu: 
nications which remain to be exhibited to us will, no 


That this House doth 
in the words following: 
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doubt, assist in giving us a fuller view of the subject, The Speaker, attended by the House, then 
and in guiding our deliberations to such results as may | withdrew to the house of the PRESIDENT OF THE 
comport with the rights and true interests of our country. | UNITED States, and there presented to him the 
We learn, with deep regret, that the measures, die- | Address of this House, in answer to his speech to 
tated by a love of peace, for obtaining an amicable ter- | both Houses of Congress; to which the PRESIDENT 
mination of the afflicting war on our frontiers, have inade the following Reply : 
been frustrated, and that a resort to offensive measures , 
should have again become necessary. As the latter,| Gentiemey: I shall not affect to conceal the cordial 
however, must be rendered more satisfactory, in propor- | satisfaction which I derive from the Address of the 
tion to the solicitude for peace, manifested by the former, | House of Representatives. Whatsoever those services 
itis to be hoped they will be pursued under the better | may be which you have sanctioned by your favor, it is 
auspices, on that account, and be finally crowned with | a sufficient reward that they have been accepted as they 
more happy success. were meant. For the fulfilment of your anticipations 
In relation to the particular tribe of Indians against | of the future, I can give no other assurance than that 
whom offensive measures have been probrbited, as well | the motives which you approve shall continue unchanged. 
as on all the other important subjects which you have It is truly gratifying to me to learn that the Procla- 
presented to our view, we shall bestow the attention | mation has been considered as a seasunable guard 
which they claim. We cannot, however, refrain, at | against the interruption of the public peace. Nor can 
this time, from particularly expressing our concurrence | I duubi that the subjects which I have recommended to 
in your apxiely for the regular discharge of the Public | your attention as depending on Legislative provisions, 
Debts, as fast as circumstances and events will permit, j will receive a discussion suited to their iraportance. 
and, in the policy of removing any impediments that | With every reason, then, it may be expected that your 
may be found in the way of a faithful representation of | deliberations, under the Divine blessing, will be matured 
public proceedings throughout the United States, being | to the honor and happiness of the United States. 
persuaded, with you, that on no subject more than the G. WASHINGTON, 


former can delay be more injurious, or an seomomy of The House resumed the readine of the commu- 
time more valuable ; and that, withrespect to the latter, | ~.. OP instr : a a 

no resource is so firm for ihe dovernasni of the United | "ications received po ae l T WaDENT de, Tur. 
States as the affections of the people, guided by an en- | UNITED States on Thursday last, and made a fur- 
lightened policy. ther progress therein. 

Throughout our deliberations we shall endeavor to | _ The SPEAKER laid before the House a Letter 
cherish every sentiment which may contribute to render | from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 
them conducive to the dignity as well as to the welfare | panying his accounts of the receipts and expendi- 
of the United States. And we join with you in im- | tures of public moneys, from the 1st of January to 
ploring that Being, on whose will the fate of nations | the 31st of March, 1798, inclusive; also, of his 
payments and receipts on account of the War De- 


depends, to crown with success our mutual endeavors. 
Resolved, That Mr. de the | partment, from the Ist of January to the 30th of 
fue te Rees Fora errended beats June, 1798, inclusive; which were read, and or- 


House, do present the said Address, and that Mr. A 

Maprson, Mr. SeoewIck, and Mr. IJanruzy, be | dered to lie on the table. 
a committee to wait on the Presivent, to know 
when and where it will be convenient for him to 
receive the same. 

A petition of Henry K., Van Rensselaer, of the 
State of New York, was presented to the House 
and read, complaining of an undue election and 
return of John E. Van Allen, to serve as a member 
of this House for the said State. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Committee of Elections. 

The House resumed the reading of the Message 
and communications received yesterday from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unrrep Starrs, and made a 
further progress therein. 

Mr. Manrson, from the committee appointed to 
wait on the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
to know when and where it will be convenient 
for him to receive the Address of this House, in 
answer to his Speech to both Houses of Congress, 
reported that the committee had waited on the 
Presipent, who signified to them that it would be 
convenient to him to receive the said Address at 12 
o'clock, to-morrow, at his own house. 


Monpay, December 9. 


GaBRIEL Curistic, from Maryland, Tromas 
Cuarporne and Georce Hancock, from Virginia, 
Joseph Winstox, from North Carolina, Joux 
Honter and Anprew Pickens, from South Ca- 
rolina, appeared, produced their credentials, and 
took their seats in the IIouse. 

The House resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications received from the PRESIDENT or THE 
Unite Srates on Thursday last, and ‘made a fur- 
ther progress therein. 

Mr. Wittra, Sirs, from the Standing Com- 
mittee of Elections, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Henry K. Van Rensselaer, of the State 
of New York, complaining of an undue election 
and return of John E. Van Allen, to serve as a 
member of this House for the said State, made a 
report; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 


Tuespay, December 10. 


The House resumed the reading of the Commu- 
nications received from the PRESIDENT or tae UNI- 
TED Srates on Thursday last, and made a further 
progress therein. 

Ordered, That the petition of Henry Latimer, 
of the State of Dclaware, complaining of an undue 


Sarurpay, December 7. 


Perea Wapsworta, from Massachusetts, and 
Josera Neviere, from Virginia, appeared, produced 
their credentials, and took their seats. 
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election and return of John Patton, to serve as a 
member of this House for the said State, which 
lay on the table, be referred to the Committee of 
Elections, with instruction to cxamine the matter 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 


Wepvespav, December 11. 


Benzamis Bourne and Francis MALBONE, from 
Rhode Island, appeared, produced their credentials, 
and took their seats in the Mouse. 

The House resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications received from the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unirep States on Thursday last, and went through 
the same. 

Ordered, That the said Communications be com- 
mitted to the Comunittce of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Speech of the 
Presipent of TAR United States to both Houses 
of Congress; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
again had the said Speech under consideration, and 
come to several resolutions thereupon; which were 
severally twice read and agreed to by the House, 
as follow : 

Ist. Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to prepare and bring in a bill for completing and 
better supporting the Military Establishment of 
the United States. 

2d. Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to report whether any, and what, amendments are, 
in their opinion, necessary to the act for establish- 
ing an uniform militia throughout the United 
States. 

3d. Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to report whether any, and what, alterations or 
amendments are, in their opinion, necessary to the 
act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads of 
the United States. 

Ordered, That Mr. Jeremtan Wapbsworti, Mr. 
Giumay, Mr. Bouprnot, Mr. PETER MUHLENBERG, 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Carnes, and Mr. BLOUNT, be a 
committee pursuant to the first resolution. 

Ordered, That Mr. Conn, Mr. Suersurne, Mr. 
Bexsamin Bourne, Mr. Van Cortianpt, Mr. Mont- 
Gonery, Mr, Harrison, and Mr. Pickens, be a com- 
mittee pursuant to the second resolution. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sepawicx, Mr. Tracy, Mr. 
Guewnn, Mr. Crank, Mr. Firzsmoss, Mr. Devt, Mr. 
Warxer, Mr. McDownrtr, and Mr. HunteR, be a 
committee pursuant to the third resolution. 

Resolved, That this House will, on Friday next, 
again resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the said Speech. 

The Srzaxrn laid before the House a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 
panying his account of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of public moncys, from the Ist of April to 
the 30th of June, 1793, inclusive ; which were read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Boupryot, from the committee appointed 
to examine the Journal of the last session, and to 
report therefrom all such matters of business as 


were then depending and undetermined, made a 
report; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
examine the laws of the United States, and report 
to the House such as have expired, or will expire, 
before the next session; and that Mr. Boupinor, 
Mr. Goovuun, and Mr. Krrrera, be the said com- 
mittee. : 


Fray, December 18. 


Tomas TrenweLL, from New York, and Jonn 
Parton, from Delaware, appeared, produced thcir 
credentials, and took their seats. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
ice of the Whole House on the Speech of the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirsp States to both Houses 
of Congress; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
again had the said Speech under consideration, and 
made a further progress therein. 

Resolved, That this House will, on Monday next, 
again resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the said Speech. i 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill to establish an uniform 
system of’ bankruptcy throughout the United 
States; and that Mr. Girres, Mr. WILLIAM SMITH, 
Mr. Ames, Mr. Harrer, Mr. HipLuouse, Mr. 
Frrzsimons, and Mr. Bouprnot, be the said com- 
mittee. 

Ordered, That a committce be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill to make provision for 
the renewal of destroyed certificates of Debt of the 
United States; and that Mr. Lee, Mr. Corrin, and 
Mr. Beatty, be the said committee. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill for the relief of sick and 
disabled scamen; and that Mr. GOODHUE, Mr. 
Warts, Mr. Nicnoras, Mr. Winston, and Mr. MAr- 
Bone, be the said committee. 


Monpay, December 16. 


SanteL Dexter, Junior, from Massachusetts, 
Josnua Cort and Zerenaniau Swirt, from Con- 
necticut, and Richarp Winn, from South Caro- 
lina, appeared, produced their credentials, and 
took their seats. i 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, requesting 
that a new inquiry into his official conduct may be 
instituted, in some mode most effectual for an ac- 
curate and thorough investigation; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying a rê- 
turn of the ordnance, arms, and military stores, in 
possession of the United States ; also, a variety of 
papers, from A to L, inclusive, giving a view of 
the Southwestern frontiers, as connected with the 
Creeks and the State of Georgia and the South- 
western Territory of the United States. The said 
Letter and Communications were partly read. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
take into consideration the act “To establish the 
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Judicial, Courts of the United States,” and report Wepnespay, December 18. 
some provisions in the case, where any Judge of | Mr. Winn1am Sura, from the Standing Com- 
the Courts of the United States is, or may, by | mittee of Elections, to whom was referred the pe- 
sickness or other disqualifying cause, be rendered | tition of Henry K. Van Rensselaer, of the State 
incapable of discharging the duties of his office; of New York, complainiug of an undue election 
algo, some further provision concerning bail, pro- | and return of John E. Van Allen, to serve as a 
cess, and costs, in the Courts of the United States; j member of this House for the said State, made a 
and, generally, to report such amendments to the | further report; which was read, and ordered to be 
said act as they may judge necessary and Consti- | committed to a Committee of the Whole House on 
tutional; and that Mr. Wituias Ssuru, Mr. Jere- | Friday next. 
MIAH Sum, Mr. Mooxe, Mr. Murray, Mr.| Ordered, That the confidential communications 
Tuatcuer, Mr. Scorr, and Mr. Curistiz, be the | received from the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
said committee. STATES on Monday last, respecting the measures 
A message was received from the PRESIDENT | which have been pursued for obtaining a recogni- 
or tHE UnireD States, communicating certain | tion of the Treaty between the United States and 
confidential communications respecting the trans- | Morocco, and for the ransom of prisoners and es- 
actions of the Government of the United States | tablishment of peace with the Algerines, be com- 
with Spain. | mitted to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
The following Message was received from the | morrow. 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: The House resumed the reading of the confi- 
dential communications from the PRESIDENT, re- 
specting the transactions of the Government of 
the United States with Spain, and made a further 
progress therein. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before you a report of the Secretary of State 
on the measures which have been taken, on behalf of 
the United States, for the purpose of obtaining a recog- 
nition of our Treaty with Morocco, and for the ransom 
of our citizens and establishment of peace with Algiers. 

While it is proper our citizens should know that sub- 
jects which so much concern their interests and their 


Tuurspay, December 19. 


The Sprager laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
feclings have duly engaged the attention of their Legis- |an account of receipts and expenditures of the 
lature and Executive. it would still be improper that | United States for the year one thousand seven 
some particulars of this communication should be made | hundred and ninety-two, and accompanied with 
known. The confidential conversation stated in one of | an explanatory Letter to him from the Comptrol- 
the last Letters, sent herewith, is one of these. Both | jer of the Treasury ; which were read, and ordered 
justice and policy require that the source of that inform- | to Jie on the table. i 
ation should . remain secret, as a knowledge of the The SpEAKrr laid before the House a Letter 
sums meant to have been given for peace and ransom from the Secretary of War, accompanying fur- 
might have a disadvantageous influence on future pro- h cme se oe the Southwestern 
ceedings for the same objects. ther communications respecting he Sou este 

G. WASHINGTON, | frontiers, as connected with the Crecks, and the 
State of Georgia, and the Southwestern Territory 
of the United States. 

Ordered, That the said Letter and Communica- 
tions do lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of State, accompanying a re- 
port on the privileges and restrictions on the com- 
port; which were read, and ordered to lie on the | merce of the United States in foreign countries, 
table, made pursuant to a resolution of the House of 

Mr. Jeremian Wapsworrn, from the commit- | the twenty-third of February, one thousand seven 


Tuespay., December 17. 


The Spzacer laid before the House a Letter 
and Report from the Commissioners for purchas- 
ing the Public Debt, stating the amount of pur- 
chases and other. proceedings since their last re- 


tee appointed, presented a bill for completing and | hundred and ninety-one; which was read, and or- 
better supporting the Military Establishment of | dered to be committed to the Committce of the 
the United States; which was read twice and com- | Whole House to whom are committed the confi- 
mitted. dential communications from the PRESIDENT Te- 
The House proceeded to the reading of the |specting the measures which have been pursued 
confidential communications reccived yesterday | for obtaining a recognition of the Treaty between 
from the PRESIDENT or rue Unrrep STATES, re- | the United States and Morocco, and for the ran- 
specting the measures which have been pursued | som of prisoners and establishment of peace with 
for obtaining a recognition of the Treaty between | the Algerines. 
the United States and Morocco, and for the ran- Ordered, That a committee be appointed to in- 
som of prisoners and establishment of peace with | quire into and report a state of facts respecting 
the Algerines, and went throngh the same. sundry French vessels which have taken refuge 
The House then proceeded to the reading of | in the ports of the United States, and their opinion 
the confidential communications from the Persi- | on the propriety of remitting the foreign tonnage 
DENT, respecting the transactions of the Govern- |thercon; and that Mr. Vrnasix, Mr. Tanpor, and 
ment of the United States with Spain, and made | Mr. Lyatax, be the said committee. 
some progress therein. The House resumed the reading of the confi- 
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dential communications from the PRESIDENT re- | votes given, and if the major part of the votes be 
spectiny the transactions of the Government of the | deemed sound, the fate of the election should not 
United States with Spain, and went through the | depend on the plurality of votes in such major 
same. art ? 

Ordered, That the said communications be p Mr. LEE obscrved, that this last was the opin- 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House | ion of the committee, and they have stated facts 
to whom are committed the confidential communi- | according to this opinion, and finding a major part 
cations respecting the measures which have been | of the votes duly given and canvassed, and that 
pursued for obtaining a recognition of the Treaty | J. E. Van Allen had a plurality of such major 
between the United States and Morocco, and for | part, they have determined that he was duly re- 
the ransom of prisoners and establishment of peace | turned to serve in the present Congress. 
with the Algerines. A variety of objections were offered to the re- 
port of the Committee of Elections; that it did 
not contain so full a statement of facts as would 

FrrpaY, December 20. warrant the Committce of the Whole in deciding 

WILLIAM HINDMAN, from Maryland, and Sa- | on the merits on the election. Sundry allegations 

MUEL GRIFFIN, from Virginia, appeared, produced | of the petition devolved inquirics on the part of 


their credentials, and took their seats. the Committee which not only affected the purity 
of elections, but the privileges of the House, and 
CONTESTED ELECTION their right to judge of the qualifications of its 


The House went into Committee of the Whole | members. These inquiries might enable the Com- 
on the report of the Committee of Electious re- | mittee to determine the number of votes actually 
specting the election of Mr. J. E. Van Allen. | given, and the validity of those votes. That the 
The petition of Mr. Henry Van Rensselaer, the | act of the State of New York should be suffered 
two reports of the Committee of Elections, and | to operate in this case so as to exclade from the 
the election law of the State of New York, were | House a knowledge of the full amount of the num- 
read by the Clerk. ber of votes given, appeared very extraordinary. , 

Mr. LEE stated a number of facts as connected | The respective Houses of Congress possess exclu- 
with this subject, and added the following ques- | sively the right to judge of the qualitications of 
tions, viz. : their own members. This right includes evidently 

1. Whether irregularities not deemed by the | full power to ascertain with precision the actual 
law of New York sufficient to nullify the votes | state of the polls. If the votes of the citizens free- 
given shall he regarded by the House of Repre-| ly and fairly given can, under any pretext what- 
sentatives as having that effect? None of the ir- | ever, be suppressed, the essential rights of suffrage 
regularities (observed Mr. Let) were regarded by | are at an end. It was observed, that corruption 
the law of New York as sufficient to vitiate the |in elections was the door at which corruption 
returns of votes made by the inspectors, who are | would creep into the House; that it appeared to 
sworn officers, and subject to pains and penalties | be admitted there had been irregularities in some 
for failure of duty. If the law of New York is to | of the towns in the district in question; but it had 
be observed as a sovercign rulc on this occasion, | been made a question—not whether corruption 
the allegations do not state any facts so material | generally should vitiate an election—but what 
as to require the interference of the House of Re- | quantum should be sufficient for that purpose ; so 
presentatives. that corruption was considered, in relation to an 

2. Whether, setting aside this first principle, | election, by weight or measure. The allegations 
mere irregularities not alleged to have procecded | of the petition were urged in support of these ob- 
from corruption, shall nullify the return of sworn | jections. These stuted sundry irregularities in re- 
officers; and whether- the House of Representa- | lation to the returns not corresponding with the 
tives ought to countenance and inquire into the | numbers of votes given in sei eral towns; the 
mere implications of such serious crimes as per- | boxes not being properly secured which conveyed 
jury and corruption, or should require such charges | the votes to the canvassing committee—one of 
to be expressly and specifically made ? which bad been deposited in the house of the sit- 

3. Whether it is not an indispensable requisite | ting member for a number of hours, &c. _ 
to the existence of a Representative Government| In support of the Committee of Election’s re- 
that at every election a choice should be made? | port, it was observed, that the allegations in the 

4. Whether, to insure such choice, it be not ne- | petition showed that the principal support it rest- 
cessary that this principle should be established : | ed on was, that the returning officers of some of 
that a majority of legal votes, legally given, should | the towns in the district from which the sitting 
decide the issue of an election ? member came, had rejected a number of votes 

5. Whether, therefore, partial corruption should | given in for the petitioner. It was shown, from 
be deemed sufficient to nullify an election, or only | the provisions of the election law of New York 
sufficient to vitiate the votes given under such cor- | that these votes might have been legally rejected. 
ruption, leaving the election to be decided by the | The petition stated that numbers of persons had 
sound votes, however few ? sworn that they had voted for the petitioner, 

6. Whether, if partial corruption should be| whose votes, by the returns, it does not appear 
deemed sufficient to nullify an clection, such cor- | were counted. On this, it was observed, that the 
ruption should not extend to ihe major part of the | Committce did not consider this allegation of a 
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nature proper to engage their attention. It was 
presumed that the House of Representatives would 
never inslitute an inquiry into such a species of 
evidence. It was extremely difficult for a man 
to swear that he had positively voted by ballot for 
a particular candidate, since it is well known that 
persons had, on such occasions, frequently put in 
a ballot for the person he had not intended to vote 
for. In the hurry and confusion which often take 
place, the ballots get shifted, and one is put in in 
licu of another. To the objection to the law of 
the State of New York, drawn from the Consti- 
tution of the United States, it was replicd, that 
the regulating the “time, place, and manner” of 
holding elections is expressly vested in the State 
Legislatures. These necessarily include a great 
variety of incidental circumstances, which must 
also be left to their discretion. Congress cannot 
enter into a consideration of the minutiz of the 
elections. The different customs of the several 
States will not admit of one uniform system. 
With respect to the box which contained part of 
the votes having been deposited in the house of 
the sitting member, it wås observed that no im- 
putation was conveyed against him in the petition 
on that acconnt. It did not appear that the num- 
. ber of votes it contained had been either increased 
or diminished: nor was there any charge against 
him of being accessory to any unfair practices in 
the election. The Committee had taken cogni- 
zance of every fact that had come into their pos- 
session, and the result was before the Committee 
of the Whole. 

It was further stated by one of the Committee 
of Elections, that the only question to be deter- 
mined was, whether the irregularity of the votes 
in two towns, in a district consisting of ten towns, 
in case the votes of those two towns do not amount 
to a majority of the whole number of votes in the 
district, such irregularity shall vitiate the election 
of such district ? 

Some observations were made by several gen- 
tlemen on the different modes of voting by ballot 
and viva voce. 

Mr. Watrs explained the process under the 
election law of New York, and stated the princi- 
ples on which votes particularly circumstanced 
were rejected, and the accidents by which they 
were sonctimes omitted in the general canvass. 

The Committee, on the whole, did not appear to 
be ripe for a decision. They, therefore, rose and 
reported progress, and, after rejecting a motion 
that the Committee of Elections should be in- 
structed {o report a state of facts in their posses- 
sion, (which several of the committce said they had 
already done,) the House adjourned, without com- 
ing to a vote on the report. 


MonDay, December 23. 


ALEXANDER D. ORR, from Kentucky, appeared, 
ero his eredentials, and took his seat in the 

ouse. 

The Sreaxen laid before the Honse a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanied 
with estimates of the sums necessary to be appro- 


priated for the service of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four; which were read 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resumed the reading of the commu- 
nications from the Sccrctary of War, respecting 
the Southwestern frontiers, as connected with the 
Creeks and the State of Georgia, and the South- 
western ‘l'erritory of the United States, and made 
a further progress therein, 


TcEsDAY, December 24. 


The House resumed the consideration of the re- 
port from the Standing Committee of Elections, 
to whom was referred the petition of Henry K. 
Van Rensselaer, of the State of New York, com- 
plaining of an unduc election and return of John 
F. Van Allen, to serve as a member of this House, 
for the said State. Whereupon, 

The motion made on Friday last, to recommit 
the said report to the same committee, being re- 
vived, and the question put thereupon, it passed in 
the negative. 

And then the said report being again read, as 
follows: 


“That your committee have received from Lewis A. 
Scott, Secretary of the State of New York, a list of the 
number of votes given in each town in the counties of 
Rensselaer and Clinton, for Jobn E. Van Allen and 
Henry K. Van Rennselaer, which list has been admitted 
by the said sitting member and petitioner to be a true 
and correct state of the ballots, estimated and canvass 
ed at the said election. 

“Tt appears to your committee, that the allegations 
in regard to Stephentown, viz.: ‘That the petitioner 
had a greater number in the said town than was re. 
turned to be estimated and canvassed,’ even if proved, 
would not, consistently with the law of the State of 
New York, be sufficient to set aside the votes given at 
the election in the said town. 

“That even should the irregularities complained of, 
with respect to the elections of the towns of Hoosack 
and Rensselaerwyck, be sufficient to set aside the votes 
given in the said towns, still it appears that the said 
John E. Van Allen has a majority of the remaining 
votes of the district, composed of the counties of Rens- 
selaer and Clinton.” 

Resolved, That this House doth disagree to the 
said report. 

Resolved, That the allegations of the petition 
do not state corruption, nor irregularities of suffi- 
cient magnitude, under the law of New York, to 
invalide the election and return of John E. Van 
Allen to serve as a member in this House, and 
that, therefore, the said John E. Van Allen is duly 
elected. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

Since the communications which were made to you 
on the affairs of the United States with Spain, and on the 
truce between Portugal aud Algiers, some other papers 
have been received, which, making a part of the same 
subjects, are now communicated for your information. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, December 23, 1793. 
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The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to be committed to the Committee of the 
, Whole House, to whom are committed the confi- 
dential communications from the PRESIDENT, re- 
specting the measures which have been pursued 
for obtaining a recognition of the Trealy between 
the United States and Morocco, and for the ran- 
som of prisoners, and establishment of peace with 
the Algerines. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Honse on the confidential communica- 
tions from the PRESIDENT, respecting the measures 
which have been pursued for obtaining a recogni- 
tion of the Treaty between the United States and 
Moroceo, and for the ransom of prisoners, and es- 
tablisliment of peace with the Alverines; and, 
after some time spent thercin, the Committee rose 
and asked leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
Status be requested to cause to be laid before this 
TIouse the substance of all such laws, decrees, or 
ordinances, respecting commerce, in any of the 
Kingdoms or Countries with which the United 
States have commercial intercourse, and which 
have been received by the Secretary of State, and 
not already stated to this House, in his report of 
the sixteenth instant. 

Ordered, Shab Mr. Wineate, Mr, New, and Mr. 
ARMSTRONG, be a committee to wait on the Prest- 
DENT, With the foregoing resolution. i 


Tuursnay, December 26. 

A petilivu of Abram Trigg, of the State of Vir- 
ginia, was presented to the House and read, com- 
plaining of an undue election and return of Francis 
Preston, to serve as a member of this House for 
the said State. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred. to the 
Committee of Elections; that they do examine the 
matter thereof, and report the same, with their 
opinion thereon to the House. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the confidential 
communications from the PRESIDENT, respecting 
the measures which have been pursued for obtain- 
ing a recognition of the Treaty between the United 
States aud Morocco, and for the ransom of prison- 
ers, and establishment of peace with the Algerines; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and had leave to sit again. 


Ferpay, December 27. 

Danret Hetster, from Pennsylvania, appeared, 
produced his credentials, and took his seat in the 
House. 

Mr. Ler, ‘from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill providing for destroyed certificates 
of certain descriptions; which was read the first 
time. 

TREATY WITH MOROCCO. 


A motion being made for going into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the subject which was under 
consideration yesterday— 

Mr. NıcnoLas observed, that he hoped the busi- 


į ness would be kept up without shutting the gal- 
l leries; for the turn which the discussion took yes- 
terday, he said, it must appear to every member, 
that excluding the citizens from the gallery was un- 
necessary. 

Mr. Boupixot was of opinion, that the public 
business on the present occasion might be essen- 
tially injured by a publie discussion. 

The rule of the House relative to the discussion 
of confidential communications was called for, 
and read. This rule provides that the House shall 
be cleared of all persons but the members and 
clerk on such occasions. 

Several members spoke in terns of great disap- 
probation of this rule. 

Mr. Bouprvor observed, that the rule had been 
adopted after mature consideration, and lie did not 
doubt that, when the reasons on which it was found- 
ed were fully known, it would appear to be a wise 
regulation. 

The question recurring for going into a Com- 
mittee, 

Mr. Manrson said if the House voted to go into 
Committee of the Whole, he supposed it would be 
moved in the first place, to rescind the above rule. 
He then stated sundry objections to it; he differ- 
ed from Mr. Boupinor. as to its origin; he said it 
was passed on a particular occasion, and stated 
sundry circumstances of that occasion; he con- 
end by moving for a reconsideration of the 
tule. 

The debate was continued on the subject of the 
rule; in the course of which it was said, that se- 
crecy in a Republican Government wounds the 
majesty of the sovereign people; that this Go- 
yernment is in the hands of the people; and that 
they have a right to know all the transactions re- 
lative to their own affairs ; this right ought not to 
be infringed incautiously, for such secrecy tends to 
injure the confidence of the people in their own 
Government. 

In reply to these remarks, it was said, that be- 
cause this Government is Republican, it will not 
be pretended that it can have no secrets. The 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unsitep Srares is the deposi- 
tory of secret transactions ; his duty may lead him 
to delegate those secrets to the members of the 
House, and the success, safety, and energy of the 
Government may depend on keeping those secrets 
inviolably. The people have a right to be well 
governed; they have interests as well as rights ; 
nnd itis the duty of the Legislature to take every 
possible measure to promote those interests. To 
discuss the secret transactions of the Government 
publicly, was the ready way to sacrifice the public 
interest, and to deprive the government of all fo- 
reign information, &c. 

The motion for going into a Committee of the 
Whole on the Algerine business being put, was 
carried; and the galleries were thereupon cleared. 


Moxpay, December 30. 


Mr. Nrenoras moved for a reconsideration of 
the rule of the House, which provides for closing 
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the galleries during the discussion of confidential 
communications from the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unitep States. 

Some debate ensued on this motion. It was 
urged, in its support, that the rule bore oppress- 
ively ou the House; that it left no option with 
them to determine whether it was proper to close 
the doors on a particular occasion, or not. Every 
communication denomiuated “confidential” im- 
posed a necessity on the House for closing the 
doors, It had been said that the Committee on 
the Rules might report an alteration in this par- 
ticular rule. In answer to this, it was urged that 
the committee might not be ready to report for 
some time; in the interim, that no necessity ex- 
isted for the House having thcir deliberations 
hampered by this rule, which might be rescinded 
by a vote of the House. With respect to foreign 
connexions, it was observed, these are of a com- 
mercial nature, and, therefore, communications re- 
lative thereto ought to be made as public as possible, 
for the people at large are generally and immediate- 
ly concerned. Against the motion, it was said, no 
inconvenience had resulted from the operation of 
the rule; that, until the House experienced such 
inconvenience, to repoal a rule on the spur of a 
particular occasion, which, in the nature of things, 
it is evidently founded on propriety, betrays a versa- 
tility in the public councils that may be productive 
of pernicious: consequences. The utility of the 
rule was expatiated on, in a reference to various 
objects of a secret and confidential nature. It was 
observed, that so far as respects tne United States, 
independent of all connexion with other countries, 
the rule was nugatory; but when it is considered 
that the United States are one of the nations of 
the earth, and have very important interests to 
consult in relation to their connexion with foreign 
countries, it follows, of course, that very import- 
ant secrets may exist, and the Government may 
be deprived of the most essential information from 
their foreign agents, should all security be re- 
moved for the safe-keeping of confidential commu- 
nications. It was observed, that the connexion of 
this country with forcign nations, involved other 
considerations than those of a commercial nature. 

The motion, after some further remarks, was 
varied so as to amount to an amendment only of 
the rule. The purport of this amendment is, that 
the rule should leave the louse at liberty to dis- 
cuss confidential communications publicly, if they 
see proper, after they have been privately read. 
The amendment was agreed to, in the following 
words: 


“ Resolved, That it be a standing order of this House, 
that, whenever confidential communications are received 
from the President of the United States, the House shall 
be cleared of all persons except the members and the 
Clerk, and so continue during the reading of such com- 
munications, and (unless otherwise directed by the 
House) during all debates and proceedings to be had 
thereon ; and that when the Speaker, or any other mem- 
ber, shall inform the House that he has communications 
to make which he conceives ought to be kept secret, the 
House shall, in like manner, be cleared, till the commu- 
nication be made ; the House shall then determine whe- 


ther the matter communicated requires secrecy, or not, 
and take order accordingly.” 


Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole, 
House to whom were referred ihe confidential 
communications from the PRESIDENT, respecting 
the transactions of the Government of the United 
States with Spain, be discharged from further pro- 
ceeding on the same. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the confidential com- 
munications from the PRESIDENT, respecting the 
measures which have been pursued for obtaining a 
recognition of the Treaty between the United 
States and Morocco, and for the ransom of prison- 
ers, and establishment of peace with the Algerines; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose, and had leave to sit again. 


TurEspay, December 31. 

A petition of the Chief Clerks in several of the 
Executive Departments of the Government of the 
United States, was presented to the [Touse and read, 
stating the insufficiency of the salaries allowed 
them by law, and praying that the same way be in- 
creased, and rendered more adequate to their ser- 
vices. Laid on the table. , 

A message from the Senate informed the House 


that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 


act making an alteration in the Flag of the United 
States ;” to which they desire the concurrence of the 
House. 
The said bill was read twice and committed. 
The following Message wag received from the 
PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED STATES : 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

I now transmit you a Report, by the Secretary of 
State, of such laws, decrees, and ordinances, or their 
substance, respecting commerce in the countries with 
which the United States have commercial intercourse, 
as he has received, and had not stated in his Report of 
the 16th instant, G. WASHINGTON. 

Unrrep Srares, December 80, 1798. 


The said Message and Report were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table, 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, on the confidential com- 
munications from the PresipenT, respecting the 
measures which have been pursued for obtaining a 
recognition of the Treaty between the United 
States and Morocco, aud for the ransom of prison- 
ers, and establishment of peace with the Algerines ; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose, and had leave to sit again. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

T lay before you, for your consideration, a Letter from 
the Sceretary of State, informing me of certain impedi- 
ments which have arisen to the coinage of the precious 
metals at the Mint. 

As also, a Letter from the same officer, relative to 
certain advances of money, which have been made on 
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public account. Should you think proper to sanction 
what has been done, or be of opinion that anything 
more shall be done in the same way, you will judge 
whether there are not circumstances which would ren- 
der secrecy expedient. G. WASHINGTON. 
Unitep States, December 30, 1793. 
The said Message and Letters being read, 
Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the 
impediments which have arisen to the coinage of 
the precious metals at the Mint be referred to Mr. 
Wiiuran. Sarva, Mr. Ames, and Mr. Nives; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report the 
same, with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 
Ordered, That such other parts of the said Mes- 
sage and Letters, as relate to certain advances of 
money, which have been made on public account, 
be committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union. 


Wepnespay, January 1, 1794. 


Urau Forrest and Trowas Serice, from Mary- 
land, appeared, produced their credentials, and took 
their seats in the House. 

Ordered, That the Message received yesterday 
from the PresiwenT or vie UNITED STATES, ac- 
companying a Report from the Secretary of State, | 
of the substance of such laws, decrees, and ordi- | 
nances, respecting commerce in the countries with 
which the United States have commercial inter- 
course, as he has received since his Report of the 
16th instant, be committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House, to whom are committed the confi- 
dential communications from the PRESIDENT, re- 
specting the measures which have been pursued 
for obtaining a recognition of the Treaty between 
the United States and Morocco, and for the ran- 
som of prisoners, and establishment of peace with 
the Algerines. 

A memorial of William Patterson, Samuel Ster- 
rit, and Gustavus Scott, the committee appointed | 
by the Legislature of Maryland to draw for, and 
distribute the moneys granted by that State for, 
the relief of the French emigrants from the island 
of St. Domingo, was presented to the House and 
read, sialing that their funds are nearly exhausted, 
and praying the relief and aid of Congress in the 
premises. : 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Samuye Suita, Mr. Rurucrrurp, and Mr. 
Sure; that they do examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the confidential com- 
munications from the Prestent, respecting the 
measures which have been pursued for obtaining 
a recognition of the Treaty between the United 
States and Morocco, and for the ransom of prison- 
ers, and the establishment of peace with the Alge- 
rines; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose, and had leave to sit again. 


tre 


Tuurspay, January 2. 


Isaac Cores, from Virginia, and Wiiuiam Bar- 
ry Grove, frém North Carolina, appeared, pro- 


duced their credentials, and took their seats in the 
House. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tions reported yesterday from the Committee of 
the Whole [louse on the confidential communica- 
tions from the PRESIDENT, respecting the measures 
which have been pursued for obtaining a recogni- 
tion of the Treaty between the United States and 
Morocco, and for the ransom of prisoners, and es- 
tablishment of peace with the Algerines. Where- 
upon, the first and second of the said resolutions 
being severally twice read, were, on the question 
put thereupon, agreed to by the House, as follow: 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding -— dol- 
lars be appropriated, in addition to the provision 
heretofore made, to defray any expense which may 
be incurred in relation to the intercourse between 
the United States and foreign nations. 

Resolved, That a naval force, adequate to the 
protection of the commerce of the United States 
against the Algerine corsairs, onght to be pro- 
vided. 

The third resolution being read in the words 
following: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to re- 
port to this House the naval force necessary for the 
purposes aforesaid, together with an estimate of the 
expense— 

A motion was made and seconded to amend the 
same, by adding to the end thereof, the words “and 
the ways and means for defraying the same :” 

And the question being put thereupon, it was 
resolved in the affirmative—yeas 46, nays 44, as 
follows : 


Yras.—Theodorns Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel 
Christie, Abraham Clark, Isaac Coles, William J. Daw- 
son, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, William Findley, 
William B Giles, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, 
William B. Grove, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, 
Daniel Heister, William Irvine, Richard Bland Lee, 
Matthew Locke, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Jo- 
seph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgo- 
mery, Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, An- 
drew Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherfurd, 
John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thornas 
Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, Paine Wingate, 
and Richard Winn. 


Nays.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Elias Bou- 
dinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert 
Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, 
Jonathan Dayton, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, 
Uriah Forrest, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicho- 
las Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, Samuel 
Griffin, Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, Samuel 
Holten, Jubn Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, Willium 
Lyman, Francis Malbone, Peter Muhlenberg, William 
Vans Murray, Nathaniel Niles, Thowas Scott, Jere- 
miah Smith, William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Zepha 
niah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Urub 
Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter 
Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads- 
worth, Artemas Ward, and John Watts, 


And then the main question being put, that the 
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House do agree to the said resolution, amended to 
read as follows: 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report 
to this House the naval force necessary for the purposes 
aforesaid, together with an estimate of the expense, 
aud the ways and means for defiaying the same :” 


It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Goopuve, 
Mr. Jerexran Waosworta, Mr. Forrest, Mr. 
Masone, Mr. Bovprxot, Mr. Parker, Mr. Macon, 
and Mr. Wixy, be appointed a committee pursuant 
to the last resolution. 


Frivay, January 3. 
COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The House resolved itsclf into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the Report of the Secretary 
of State on the privileges and restrictions on the 
commerce of the United States in foreign countries. 

Mr. Mapisoy, after some general observations on 
the Report, entered into a more particular consid- 
eration of the subject. Ie remarked, that the 
commerce of the United States is not, at this day, 
on that respectable footing to which, from its na- 
ture and importance, it is entitled. He recurred 
to its situation previous to the adoption of the 
Constitution, when conflicting systems prevailed 
in the different States. The then existing state of 
things gave rise to that Convention of Delegates 
from the different parts of the Union, who met to 
deliberate on some gencral principles for the regu- 
lation of commerce, which might be conducive, in 
their operation to the gencral welfare, and that 
such measures would be adopted as would concili- 
ate the friendship and good faith of those countries 
who were disposed to enter into the nearest con- 
mercial connexions with us. But what has been 
the result of the system which has been pursucd 
ever since? What is the present situation of our 
commerce? From the situation in which we find 
ourselves after four years’ experiment, he ob- 
served, that it appeared incumbent on the United 
States to see whether they could not now take 
measures promotive of those objects for which the 
Government was in a great degree instituted. 
Measures of moderation, firmness, and decision, he 
was persuaded. were now necessary to be adopted, 
in order to narrow the sphere of our commerce 
with those nations who see proper not to meet us 
on terms of reciprocity. 

Mr. M. then read the following resolutions : 

“ Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
the interest of the United States would be promoted by 
further restrictions and higher duties, in certain cases, 
on the manufactures and navigation of foreign nations 
employed m the commerce of the United States, than 
those now imposed. 

“1. Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
an additional duty ought to be laid on the fullowing ar- 
ticles, manufactured by European nations having no 
commercial treaty with the United States : On all arti- 
eles of which leather is the material of chief value, an 
additional duty of per ceutum ad valorem; on 
all manufactured ion, aicel, tin, pewter, copper, brass, 
or articles of which either of these metals is the mate- 


rial of chief value, an additional duty of per centum 
ad valorem; on all articles of which cotton is the ma- 
terial of chief value, an additional duty of —— per 
centum ad valorem; on all cloths of which wool is the 
material of chief value, where the estimated value on 
which the duty is payable is above , an additional 
duty of per centum ad valorem ; where such value 
i3 below „an additional duty of per centum 
ad valorem ; on all cloths of which hemp or flax is the 
material of chief value, and of whieh the estimated value 
on which the duly is payable is below , an addi 
tional duty of per centum ad valorem; on all 
manufactures of which silk is the material of chief va- 
lue, an additional duty of per centum ad valorem, 

“2, Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
an additional duty of per ton, ought to be laid on 
the vessels belonging to the nations having no com- 
mercial treaty with the United States. 

“3 Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
the duty on vessels belonging to the vations having 
commercial treaties with the United States, ought to 
be reduced to per ton. ; 

“4, Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
where any nation may refuse to consider as vessels of 
the United States, any vessels not built within the 
United States, the foreign built vessels of such nation 
ought to be subjected to a like refusal, unless built 
within the United States. i 

“5. Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That, 
where any nation may refuse to admit the produce or 
manufactures of the United States, unless in vessels 
belonging to the United States, or Lo admit them in ves- 
sels of the United States, if last imported from any 
place not within the United States, a hke reatriction 
onght, after the day of , to be extended to the 
produce and manufactures of such nation, and that, in 
the mean time, a duty of per ton extraordinary 
ought to be imposed on vessels so importing auy such 
produce or manufacture, 

“6. Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That, 
where any nation may tefuse to the vessels of the Un- 
ited States a carriage of the produce or manufactures 
thereof, whilst such produce or manufactures are ad- 
mitted by it in its own vessels, it would be just to 
make the restriction reciprocal ; but, inasmuch as such a 
measure, if suddenly adopted, might be particularly 
distressing in cases which merit the benevolent atten- 
tion of the United Srates, it is expedient, for the present, 
that a tonnage extraordinary only of , be imposed 
on the vessels so employed ; and that all distilled spi- 
rits imported therem shall be subject to an additional 
duty of one part of the existing duty. 

“1, Resolved, as the opmion of this committee, That 
provision ought to be made for liquidating and ascer- 
taining the losses sustained by citizens of the United 
States, from the operation of particular regulations of 
any country conlravening the Law of Nauous, and that 
such losses be reimbursed, in the first instance, out of 
the additional duties on the manufactures, productions, 
and vessels of the nation establishing such uulaw ful 
regulations.” 


Mr. M. took a general view of the proba- 
ble effects which the adoption of something like 
the resolutions he had proposed, would produce. 
They would produce, respecting many articles im- 
ported, a competition which would enable coun- 
tries who do not now supply us with those articles, 
to do it, and would increase the encouragement on 
such as we can produce within owrselyes. We 
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should also obtain an equitable share in carrying 
our own produce; we should enter into the field of 
competition on equal terms, and enjoy the actual 
benefit of advantages which nature and the spirit of 


our people entitle us to. 

He adverted to the advantageons situation this 
country is entitled to stand in, considering the na- 
ture of our exports and returns. Our exports are 
bulky, and thercfore must employ much shipping, 
which might be nearly all our own: our exports 


are chiefly necessarics of life, or raw materials, the 


food fur the manufacturers of other nations. On 
the contrary, the chief of what we receive from 
other countries, we can either do without, or pro- 
duce substitutes. 

lt is in the power of the United States, he con- 
ceived, by exerting her natural rights, without vio- 


lating the rights, or even the equitable pretensions 


of other nations—by doing no more than most na- 
tions do for the protection of their interests, and 
much less than some, to make her interests re- 
spected; for, what we receive from other vations 
are but luxuries to us, which, if we choose to throw 
aside, we could deprive part of the manufacturers 
of those luxurics, of even bread, if we are forced, to 
the contest of self-denial. ‘This being the case, our 


country may make her enemies feel the extent of 


her power. We stand, with respect to the nation 
exporting those luxuries, in the relation of an opu- 
lent individual to the laborer, in producing the su- 
perfluities for his accommodation ; the former can 


do without those luxuries, the consumption of 


which gives bread to the latter. 
He did not propose or wish that the United States 
should, at present, go so far in the line which his 


resolutions point to, as they might go, The extent 


to which the principles involved in those resolutions 
should be carried, will depend upon filling up the 
blanks. To go to the very extent of the principle 
immediately, might be inconvenient. He wished, 
only, that the Legislature should mark out the 
ground on which we think we can stand, perhaps 
it may produce the effect wished for, without un- 
necessary irritation; we need not at first go every 
length. 

Another consideration would induce him, he said, 
to be moderate in filling up the blanks—not to 
wound public credit. He did not wish to risk any 
sensible diminution of the public revenuc. Je be- 
lieved that if the blanks were filled with judgment, 
the diminution of the revenue, from a diminution 
in the quantity of imports, would be counterbal- 
anced by the increase in the dulics. 

The last resolution he had proposed, he said, is, 
in a manner distinct from the rest. Tie nation is 
bound by the most sacred obligation, he couceived, 
to protect the rights of its citizens against a viola- 
tion of them from any quarter; or, if they cannot 
protect, they are bound to repay the damage. 

It is a fact authenticated to this House by com- 
muhications from the Executive, that there are 
regulations established by some European nations, 
contrary to the Law of Nations, by which our pro- 
perty is scized and disposed of in such a way that 
damages have accrued. We are bound either to ob- 


tain reparation for Lhe injustice, or compensate the would naturally connect 


damage. It is only in the first instance, no doubt, 
that the burden is to be thrown upon the United 
States. The proper Department of Government 
will, no doubt, take proper steps to obtain redress. 
The justice of foreign nations will certainly not per- 
mit them to deny reparation when the breach of 
the Law of Nations appear evidently; at any rate, 
it is just that the individual should not suffer. He 
believed the amount of the damages that would come 
within the meaning of this resolution would not be 
very considerable. 

Mr. M.’s resolutions being scconded, were pre- 
sented and read by the Clerk. 

Mr. W. Swn rose to make some remarks on 
the observations of Mr. Manisox, when a motion 
was made by Mr. Fitzsruoxs, that the Commit- 
tee should rise, and report progress, and that the 
House should give order for printing the resolu- 
tions. 

After some further remarks by two or three 
members, Mr. Mapison said he had no wish to pre- 
cipitate the discussion; he was content that the 
Committee should now rise, and that a futare early 
day should be assigned, 

The motion for the Committce’s rising being put, 
was agreed to. The Committee rose accordingly, 
and reported progress. 

A question then occurred as to the day on which 
the business should be taken into consideration. 
Next Monday was mentioned. 

Mr. Ames proposed next Monday week. He 
observed that the resolutions involved the great- 
est interests of this country; that, for himself, he 
could not possibly be prepared to discuss the sub- 


ject by Monday next. The Report of the Secre- 


tary was incomplete; a supplementary Report 
had been received from that officer, which had 
not yet been printed, and he believed that the 
members were not possessed of a knowledge of its 
contents; he could speak for himself at least. He 
farther remarked, that the subject required the 
most mature deliberation of the House, Sudden 
and hasty decisions might be followed with the most 
serious effects; they might involve the sacrifice 
of the essential interests, or the honor of the United 
States. 

Mr. Maprsox said, he saw no necessity for a very 
distant day; the subject was not a new one; it ex- 
isted previous to the present Government ; it had 
been repeatedly before the Legislature of the United 
States; it had been amply dilated on in reports and 
public dissertations ; he did not conceive there was 
a single proposition contained in the resolutions 
which had not been repeatedly revolved in the 
minds of every member of the House. He sup- 
posed an early discussion would be the most eligi- 
ble, as the members would, as it proceeded, natur- 
ally throw light upon it. 

Mr. W. Smu was in favor of Monday week. 
He supposed that many documents would be 
wanted by the members which were not now in 
the possession of the House. Besides, he ob- 
served that, as soon as the present question was 
got rid of, he shouid lay before the House sundry 
resolutions respecting foreign tonnage, which 
taemselves with the re- 
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solutions brought forward by the member from 
Virginia. 

Mr. Nictrouas was in favor of Wednesday. He 
wished for an early discussion. He thought the 
subject would reccive more light from the public 
deliberations of the members themselves, than it 
would derive from their studies in their chambers ; 
the discussion will be interesting ; it cannot be hur- 
ricd, and no sudden decision need be anticipated 
frow as early a day as Wednesday. 

Mr. Munnar was in favor of Munday week. He 
differed from the gentleman last up, that a public 
collision on this or any other subject, was the most 
probable way to strike out the truth. The calm 
and dispassionate consideration of propositions at 
leisure, appeared to him more likely to be succeed- 
ed by a just and sound decision. Ie wished for 
more time than some gentlemen appeared willing 
to allow. 

Mr. S. Syira was in favor of Monday week. 
He enumerated a number of documents which he 
thought would be found riecessary to enable the 
inembers to judge with precision. IIe considered 
the subject as high!v important to his constitu- 
ents, on which too much deliberation could 
scarcely be bestowed. It refers to taxes and new 
impositions on trade, the expediency of which 
ought to be maturely considered. The object of 
the propositions are evidently a commercial war- 
fare; this is commonly introductive of another 
species of contest—a very serious consideration. 
The gentleman who brought forward the resolu- 
tions, had probably matured his ideas an the sub- 
ject. For his part, he had not; he required more 
time. 

The motion for Monday week being put, was 
carried by a large majority. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Tréasury 

report to this House a comparative view of the 
tonnage employed in the trade between the United 
States and foreign countries, for the ycars 1790, 
1791, and 1792; also that he report the actual ton- 
nage of vessels of the United States, employed in 
one year, between the United States and foreign 
countries. 
: The House resolved itself inte a Committee of 
the Whole Ilouse on the bill providing for destroy- 
ed certificates of certain descriptions; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and 
had leave to sit again. 


Monpay January 6, 


JAMES Gittesrig, from North Carolina, appeared, 
produced his credentials, and took his seat in the 
House. 


PAY OF SOLDIERS. 


The Fouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for completing and 
better supporting the Military Establishment of the 
United States. The bill being read, 

Qn the clause of the bill for augmenting the pay 
of the soldiers from three to four dollars per month, 
Mr. Irvine proposed an addition of a fifth dollar, 


which seemed to meet the unanimous sense of the 
members; but Mr. Crarx thought this last aug- 
mentation too great. They might, in this way of 
proceeding, raise the pay in time to ten dollars a 
month. 

Mr. Scorr was of opinion that there was no 
just proportion between the wages of ordinary 
labor and that of military service. He could not 
hire a workman, who was to sleep at peace in his 
bed, and to dine at a good table, for the pay that 
was given to a soldier for enduring the hardships 
of his dangerous profession. An augmentation of 
their pay would flatter the troops. It would put 
them in good humor; and therefore he hoped that 
the five dollars would be carried through the 
House. 

Mr. Smilie said, that the expense of living had 
been considerably raised in every part of the 
United States, The pay of the soldiers ought, in 
common justice, to be advanced in an equal de- 
gree with that of the other persons employed in 
the service of the State. Congress had lately re- 
ceived a petition from some gentlemen employed 
in the public offices of Philadelphia. The officers 
of the Army had been talking of a similar necessity 
of an advance in their pay. The United States 
ought to pay well, that they might obtain good men.. 
Many recruits had, upon late occasions enlisted, 
and several of them in Philadelphia, who never 
should have been admitted into the Military Estab- 
lishment of any nation whatever. 

Mr. Wapsworts did not sce any reason for the 
proposed additional dollar per month. Tf he had 
thonght it necessary, he should have been very 
ready to mention in. Tn the States north of Penn- 
sylvania, the wages of a common laborer were 
not, upon the whole, superior to those of a com- 
mon soldier. It had been alleged that, by aug- 
menting the pay of the troops, we should get bet- 
ter men, This was a doctrine which he, for one, 
did not understand. The present Western Army 
were as good troops as ever went into the ficld, 
and much better than the late Continental Army. 
Men of a sober character did not and would not 
enlist. Recruits might have very good morals, 
and it was certain that many honest men did not 
love labor. Curiosity, levity, the heat of youth, 
and other very excusable motives, sent people to 
the Army; but if never was, nor ever will be, the 
place where a thoughtful and industrious private 
man would be ambitious to exert his talents. Yor 
this reason, he was convinced that to enlarge the 
pay would answer no good purpose, As to the 
militia, who were, many of them, substantial 
people, it was in vain to imagine that they would 
fulfil the end of an Army in the Indian war. They 
had been tried, and the experiment had failed. 
He again adverted to the impossibility of supply- 
ing the ranks with recruits above the most ordi- 
nary classes of life. le never had seen an Army, 
such as it was believed that the additional dollar 
would assemble, and he despaired ever to see such 
an Army. There was, however, an act of bounty, 
which might be of infinite service to the troops, 
and which he should take a future opportunity of 
moving. Ie referred to a provision for the widows 
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and children of such soldiers as should happen to 
lose their lives in the service. 

Mr. BouvinoT said, that he should be very sorry, 
to recommend the augmentation, if he thought 
that it would induce farmers, and sober, indus- 
trious people to quit their families and professions, 
in exchange for a military life, This, he thought, 
would indeed be a very alarming consequence, 
and, did he apprehend it, he should undoubtedly 
oppose the intended increase. He had no appre- 
hensions of that kind. America would be in a 
very bad situation, indeed, if an additional pay of 
twelve dollars a year could bribe a farmer or 
manufacturer to enlist. He should Jook very 
strange at any of his neighbors who should tell 
him that they had embraced such an offer. Instead 
of augmenting the pay, perhaps it was better to 
add something to the rations; those, for example, 
of salt and flour. He thought. it safest to agree to 
the four dollars, because if they voted for five, the 
bill would probably be thrown out of the other 
House; and thins, hy grasping at too much, the 
moveis of the amendment would lose the bill 
altogether. Originally, troops had been raised for 
less thau two dollars per month. The pay had 
since been augmented to three, and was now on 
the way of being raised to four. He wished to 
make its advances gradual. If we looked at the 
situations of other countrics, and contemplated the 
state of their finances, we should be convinced that 
America paid her troops as well in proportion to 
her ability as any other people in the world, and 
that her soldiers had no right to complain. 

Mr. Monteomery spoke a few words in favor of 
an advance to five dollars. 

Mr. Scorr said, that Pennsylvania had some- 
time ago raised a few companies of soldiers for 
her frontier service, and given them two pounds 
ten shillings currency per month, which was equal 
to six dollars and two-thirds. In consequence of 
this, the companies had been filled with some of 
the most respectable kind of peuple in the country. 
They were quite of a different class from the re- 
cruits raised for the Western Army. He wished 
to try the five dollars, ‘This superior pay was re- 
ported to have hurt the Continental recruiting 
service. He thought it very possible that such had 
been the case. If Government give the proposed 
five dollars, the Continental Army might, perhaps, 
get all the levies which it wanted from these very 
companies. 

Mr. Hunter would have voted for six dollars. 

Mr. Bearry said, that he was for giving five 
dollars, from a conviction that it was requisite for 
the service. 

Mr. Sme was decidedly for the additional 
augmentation, The recruits, he said, who had 
becn raised in this city were sad fellows, and not 
fit to be trusted. Better pay would bring forward 
better men. 

Mr. Smıra said that, as to the rate of labor, 
good men were hired to work in Vermont for 
eighteen pounds a year, which is equal to four 
dollars per month, and out of that they find their 
owm clothes. He thought it a very dangerous 
plan to raise the wages of soldiers at this tine, 
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when every article was above its natural price ; 
because, when things return to their old level, it 
would be impossible to reduce their wages. The 
people of Europe had, by their wars, increased 
the demand for the produce of our farms, and this 
had raised the wages of labor. The members of 
Congress had six dollars per day, and it would be 
no easy matter to alter that, which he seemed to 
hint might not be quite improper. He thought 
that high pay would only serve to make the soldiers 
get drunk, It would be much better to give them 
some substantial gratification at the end of the 
service. 

Mr. Wapswortu said that the Army, in getting 
four dollars, got plenty, and he despaired of seeing 
five dollars pass through that House; but, were 
they to vote twenty dollars, they never would be 
able to enlist that class of men whom it was ex- 
pected five dollars would collect, A member had 
mentioned, as a proof of the possibility of enlisting 
the sons of farmers, the instance of a party in one 
of the New England States, who had formed 
themselves info a military bedy, and had gone 
westward in quest of a setilement, but were cut 
to pieces by the Indians. He knew this, and he 
had likewise heard of others who had since gone 
from the same quarter, and upon the sume errand. 
He had inquired about their characters, and had 
found, just as he had expected, that they were 
very honest, good sort of people, but somewhat of 
a rambling disposition, and not remarkably indus- 
trious, As to the notion of enlisting men, and at- 
taching them to their country, by five dollars a 
month, it would not do. The old Continental 
Army were very good soldiers, but certainly some 
of them did not fight for the sake of their country, 
since they deserted by scores, They were, how- 
ever, brought back, and fought very well. Their 
reasons fur deserting, he did not pretend to know ; 
but this he knew, that they were very idle and 
very worthless fellows, which did not hinder them 
from doing their duty, Mr. W. added, that it was 
a mistake to propose giving five dollars a month 
for fear that we should not be able to get recruits. 
In a short time our communication by sea would 
be cut off. We would likewise be prevented from 
emigrations into the back country. Recruits would 
then be had in the greatest abundance for four 
dollars a month, as great numbers of people would 
then be thrown out of employment, and enlist for 
want of it. 

The amendment to the bill, of adding two dol- 
lars instead of one, was rejected. 

Mr. CLARK then moved, as an amendment of the 
bill. that there should be an addition of four ounces 
of bread or flour, and four ounces of meut to each 
ration. 

Mr. HarteY was for augmenting the rations, 
Ile knew that they were too small. In cultivated 
countries they might do, bat not in the back 
woods, where veretubles were not to be had. 

Mr. Wapsworrn was convinced that the rations 
were sufficient, unless on a march. He spoke, he 
said. from experience. ; 

Mr. Gites had been frequently informed by 
officers in the Army, that the rations were all de- 
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often reduced to such distress for want of vegeta- 
bles, as to go in search of acorns to supply their 
place. . 

Mr. Frrzstors said, that he had been informed 
that the principal objection to the rations was the 
inferior qnality of the meat. and that this arose 
from the leanness of the cattle, as being exhausted 
by hard driving. Instead, therefore, of a regular 
increase, it might perhaps be better to provide for 
accidental contingencies. 

Mr. Murray moved, and his motion was secon- 
ded, to amend the amendment by striking ont the 
words, and “ four ounces of meat.” 

Mr. Smith said, that an aid de-camp, who was 
his relation, and now serving in the Army, had 
wrote him that they were just now well fed, well 
clothed, in good health, and as good spirits as an 
Army had ever enjoyed. The reason of the com- 
mon rations of provisions failing in a march, was 
owing to the waste in cooking. ‘The amendment 
of Mr. CLARK, and the additional amendment of 
Mr. Murray, were both withdrawn. 

The Committee now rose and reported the 
amendment, and the bill and amendment were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Resolved. That a committee be appointed to 
report whether any, and what, alteration ought to 
be made in the ration now allowed to the troops 
of the United States; and that Mr. Irvine, Mr. 
Dearzorn, and Mr. Hristrr, be the said com- 
mittee. 


Tvespay, January 7. 
The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or IHE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before you an official statement of the expen- 
diture to the end of the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-three, from the sum of ten thousand 
dollars, granted to defray the contingent expenses of 
Government, by an act passed on the twenty-sixth of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety. 

G. WASHINGTON, 

Unirep Srates, January T, 1194. 

The said Message and statement were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Another Message was received from the PRE- 
SIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 

Gentlemen of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives: 


Experience has shown that it would be useful to 
have an officer particularly charged, under the direc- 
tion of the Department of War, with the duties of 
receiving, safe-keeping, and distributing the publie sup- 
plies, in all eases in which the laws and the course of 
service do not devolve them npon other officers; and also, 
with that of superiutending, in all cases, the issues in 
detail of supplies, with power for that purpose to bring 
to account all persons intrusted to make such issues in 
relation thereto. An establishment of this nature, by 
securing a regular and punctual accountability for the 
issues of public supplies, would be a great guard against 
abuse, would tend to insure their due application, and 
to give public satisfaction on that point. 


gress the expediency of an establishment of this na- 
ture, under such regulations as shall appear to them 


advisable. 
Q. WASHINGTON. 

| Unirep States, January 7, 1794. 
The said Message was read, and ordered to lie on 
| the table. 

| Resolved, That it be an instruction to the com- 
| mittee appointed on Thursday last, on the subject 
of the Algerine communications, that they prepare 
and report to the House an estimate of the ex- 
| pense that will be requisite to place the principal 
seaports and harbors of the United States in a state 
of defence. 

Ordered, That the Report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, of the sums necessary to be appro- 
priated for the service of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, which was made 
on the twenty-third ultimo, be committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House on Thursday 
next. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the committee appointed to 
prepare and report such Standing Rules and Orders 
of proceeding as are proper to be observed in this 
Iouse, made a report; which was read, and ordered 
to lie ou the table. 


FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “ An act making an alteration in the Flag 
of the United States.” 

Mr. Goopuve thought it a trifling business, 
which ought not to engross the attention of the 
House, when it was their duty to discuss matters 
of infinitely greater consequence. If we are to 
alter the Flag from thirteen to fifteen stripes, with 
two additional stars, because Vermont and Ken- 
tucky have been added, we may go on adding and 
altering at this rate for one hundred years to come. 
Ttis very likely, before fifieen years elapse, we shall 
consist of twenty States. The Flag ought to be 
permanent, 

Mr. Lyman was of a different opinion. He 
thought it of the greatest consequence not to offend 
the new States. 

Mr. Tuarcner ridiculed the idea of being at so 
much trouble, as a consummate specimen of fri- 
volity. At this rate, every State should aller its 
publie seal when an additional county or township 
was formed, He was sorry to see the House take 
up their time with such trilles. 

Mr. Greenvr considered it of very great conse- 
quence to inform the rest of the world that we had 
now two additional States, 
| Mr. Nikes was very sorry that such a matter 

should even for a moment have hindered the House 
from going into more important affairs. He did 
not think the aleration either worth the trouble of 
i adopting or rejectiug ; but he supposed that the 
| shortest way to get rid of it was to agree to it, and 
| for that reason, and no other, he advised to pass it 
as soon as possible. 

The Committee agreed to it, and the Chairman 
‘Tne House then took it up, 


iy 


'yepurted the bill. 
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_ Mr. Boupryot thought it of consequence to kecp 
the citizens of Vermont and Kentucky in good hu- 
ae They might be affronted at vur rejecting the 

ill. 

Mr. Goopuvs said, he felt for the honor of the 
House, when spending their time on such sort of 
business. But, since it must be passed, he had only 
to beg this favor, that it might not appear upon the 
journals, and go into the world as the first of the 
bills passed this session. 

Mr. Maprson was for the bill passing. 

Mr. Gies thought it very proper that the idea 
should be preserved of the number of our States, 
and the number of stripes corresponding. ‘The 
expense was but trifling, compared with that of 
forming the Government of a new State. 

Mr. Sarto said, that this alteration would cost 
him five hundred dollars, and every vessel in the 
Union sixty. He could not conceive what the 
Senate meant by sending them such bills. He 
supposed that it must be for want of something 
better to do. He should indulge them, but let us 
have no more alterations of this sort. Let the Flag 
be permauent. 

It was ordered that the bill be read a third time 
to-morrow. 

A motion was then made for publishing the 
resolutions of the House concerning the Algerine 
business. 

Mr. Wapsworra recommended publicity. He 
said that their talking so much about secrecy made 
the world believe they really had a secret, when in 
fact they had none. It reminded hin of a story in 
the last war. They intended a secret expedition 
into Canada; but unluckily they let a clergyman 
into the story, and he next Sunday offered up his 
praycrs from the pulpit for its success, which put 
an end to it. The House agreed to the publication 
of the resolutions. 

Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy imposed 
by the House, so far as relates to the resolutions 
agreed to on Thursday last, on the subject of the 
confidential communications from the PRESIDENT, 
respecting the measures which have been pursued 
for obtaining a recognition of the Treaty between 
the United States and Morocco, and for the ransom 
of prisoners, and establishment of peace with the 
Algerines, be removed, and that the said resolutions 
be published. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to select 
such parts of the Presipeyt’s Communications, Te- 
specting the Regency of Algiers, as his Letter, 
accompanying said Communications, suggests it 
would be proper to keep secret, and that they re- 
port the same to the House, 

Ordered, That a committee bo appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill for regulating Pilots in 
the bay and river Delaware, and for the establish- 
ment and support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, 
and pubhe piers; and thal Mr. Winuiam SMITI, 
Mr. Frrzsimons, and Mr. Hinuaouss, be the said 
committee. 


Wrepxespay, January 8. 
The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act 


| making an alteration in the Flag of the United 


States,” was read the third time. 

Mr. B. Bourne moved that it should be referred 
to a select committee, 

Mr. Warts seconded the motion. He said his 
object was, to have a clause added to establish the 
Flag of the United States, so that in case of new 
accessions to the Union, future applications for 
alterations may be precluded; he added, that he 
supposed the Ülle of the bill, should the amendment 
he proposed take place, ought to be a bill to estab- 
lish the Flag of the United States. 

The motion for a reference to a select committee 
being put, was negatived—49 to 39. 

Mr. W. then moved that the bill should be re- 
committed to the Committee of the Whole, for 
the purpose of introducing a clause to fix, for ever, 
ee Flag of the United States. This motion was 
ost. 

‘And, on the question that the bill do pass, it was 
resolved in the affirmative—yeas 50, nays 42, as 
follows : 


Yuas,—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, 
Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, William J. Daw- 
son, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, 
William Findley, William B. Giles, Christopher Green- 
up, Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, George Han- 
cock, Carter B. Harrison, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, 
Daniel Heister, John Hunter, William Irvine, William 
Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph 
MDowell, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter 
Muhlenburg, William Vans Murray, Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Jo- 
siah Parker, Andrew Picking, Francis Preston, Robert 
Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van Cart- 
landt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin 
Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Navs.—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, 
Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 
Joshua Coit Isaac Coles, Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah 
Forrest, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gillespie, 
Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, 
James Hillhouse, Samuel Holten, Amasa Learned, 
Richard Bland Lee, Mlathew Locke, Francis Malbone, 
Alexander Mebane, Joseph Neville, John S.Sherburne, 
Jeremiah Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, Si- 
las Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan 
Trumbull, Joho EÈ. Van Allen, Peter Van Guasbeck, 
Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas 
Ward, John Watts, and Paine Wingate. 


the committce appointed to 
and what, alteration ought to 
w allowed to the troops of 
which was read, 


Mr. IRVINE, from 
report whether any, 
be made in the ration no 
the United States, made a report ; 
and ordered to lic on the table. 

‘The House again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill providing for 
destroyed certificates of certain descriptions ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had again had the 
said bill under consideration, and made several 
amendments thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie on the table. 
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Trurspay, January 9. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


It was then moved, that the House proceed to 
consider the bill for the better support of the Mili- 
tary Establishment of the United States. Agreed 
to. 

The Clerk then read an amendment agrecd to 
by the Committee of the Whole House, as to grant- 
ing years of half-pay to the widows and 
orphans of such soldiers as die in the service of the 
United States. 

Mr. Brarry then moved a second amendment, 
which was, in substance, that an addition to the 
pay at present given to the non-commissioned off- 
cers and soldiers, that, for those hereafter enlisted, 
a certain sum per month shall be allowed, and 
reserved, and be given to him at the time of his dis- 
charge ; and if he dies, before the end of his service, 
the money shall be paid to his representatives. 
Mr. B. also wished this gratuity to be unalienable, 
that a non-commissioned officer or soldier might 
not be tempted to dispose of it beforehand, for less 
than its value, and thereby disappoint the benevo- 
lent design of the House. 

Mr. Wapsworra proposed to add, as an amend- 
ment, the word officers, before the words “ non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers.” He said, that 
the officers were more depressed than the soldiers, 
which was known to the whole country. 

Mr. Smit could not consent to this amendment, 
without better information than any which he yet 
had. 

Mr. Scorr said, that he could not believe that the 
officers of the Army were in a state of depression. 
He, at this time, could mention forty applications 
for military commissions. There were great num- 
bers of country gentlemen who would be glad to 
get them. It was the private men who wanted en- 
couragement. 

Mr. Suite thought that the amendment of Mr. 
Wapsworrn, upon-the amendment of Mr. BEAT- 
ry, came in awkwardly in this place. He was 
friendly to the general ideas, but disliked the 
mode. 

Mr, Boupinot moved to strike out the words 
hereafler enlisted, and to apply the bounty to 
every non-commissioned officer and soldier in the 
service. There was no good reason for such a ma- 
terial distinction hetween the old soldiers and the 
new levies. The amendment would then meet his 
wishes. š 

Mr. Wansworta withdrew his amendment upon 
the amendment, and the original amendment of 
Mr. Watts, with the bill, was referred to a select 
committee. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be re committed to Messrs. Beatry, IRVINE, 
Jeremian Wapswortt, Dearpory, and Van 
GAASBECK. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday by the Committee of the 
Whole House, to the bill providing for destroyed 
certificates of certain descriptions: whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, 


be re-committed to Messrs. Gites, DEXTER, Sazar- 
JASRUB Bourne, Lee, and CLARK. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the Secretary, of 
the sums necessary to be appropriated for the ser- 
vice of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committce had 
had the said report under consideration, and come 
to a resolution thereupon; which was read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Resolved, That this [louse will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole House 
on the said report. 


Fripay, January 10. 


ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House then went into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the statements and estimates of appro- 
priations for the current year, 1794. 

Mr. Gites suggested several reasons for sepa- 
rating the items and the estimate of appropriations 
for the Civil List, and for discharging the current 
expenses of Government, from the articles desig- 
nated for other purposes. He moved the House 
to take up the resolution agreed to by the Whole 
House yesterday, and make it the subject of a sepa- 
rate bill. 

Mr. Maptson said, that members had been re - 
duced to the most serious difficulties by the delays 
in the payment of their salarics. The Civil List 
ought always to have a fund provided for it in the 
first place, because it was a mere matter of form to 
put it toa vote. It was otherwise with the Mili- 
tary Establishment. He trusted that would never 
be reduced to a mere form. 

Mr. Nicnozas supported the motion of Mr. 
Gnrs. He thought that the House should imme- 
diately pass a bill for establishing a provision for 
the expenses of the members of Congress. It was 
not fair to suppose that every gentleman in that 
louse came to town with as much money in his 
pocket as would clear his expenses. Why put any 
person to pecuniary inconvenience when at a dis- 
tance from his resources? The accounts ought to 
be kept distinct. 

Mr. Fitzsmoxs and Mr. Bourne remarked, that 
the next article in the estimates was so blended 
with the preceding that they must be compre- 
hended in one. 

On this, Mr. Nicuonas withdrew his second to 
the motion, and the House went into a Committee 
of the whole, Mr. TRuwpuut in the Chair. 

Mr. Boupinor moved a resolution covering the 
next article in the estimate. The item providing 
for the clerks in the Loan Offices, being objected to, 
was passed over for the present. 

Mr. Gites then moved, that the Committee do 
now rise. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ni- 
cHoxas, and supported by Mr. Manpison. 

The resolution moved by Mr. Bouptnot, that 
$107,698 48, be appropriated for sundry purposes, 
was agrced to. ‘The Committee then rose, and 
‘the Louse, after some consideration, adopted the 
resolutions. 
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Mr. Grues then moved, that a committee should 
be appointed, to prepare and bring in a bill for that 
purpose. This was agreed to, and a committee 
named. 

Resolved, That, for the expenditure of the Civil 
List of the United States, for the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four, together with 
the incidental and contingent expenses of the seve- 
ral Departments, aud offices thereof, there be ap- 
propriated the several sums of money following, to 
wit: 

[Here follows an enumeration of the different 
items.] 

The House then again resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House, on the said re- 
port; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had again 
had the said report under consideration, and come 
to a resolution thereupon, which he delivered in at 
the Clerk's table, where the same was twice read, 
and agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That, for making good deficiencies for 
the support of the Civil List Establishment; for 
aiding the Fund appropriated for certain officers of 
the Court, jurors, and witnesses ; for the support 
of light-houses, and for other purposes, there be 
appropriated the several sums of money following, 
to wit: 

[Iere the items are enumerated.] 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and the resolution for 
the expenditure of the Civil List; and that Mr. 
Bovpsyor, Mr. Trumputt, and Mr. GILLESPIE, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Nicnoxas, from the committce appointed to 
select such parts of the PRESIDENTS Communica- 
tions, respecting the Regency of Algiers, as his 
Letter, accompanying the said Communications, 
suggests it would be proper to keep secret, made 
areport; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Ordered, That the Message from the PresipENt 
oF THE Untrep Srates, of the 7th instant, respect- 
ing the appointment of an officer for receiving, 
safe-keeping, and distributing, the public supplies, 
under the direction of the War Department, 
which lay on the table, be referred to Mr. HART- 
trv, Mr. Beatty, and Mr. Swirt; that they do 
examine the matter thereof, and report the same, 
with their opinion thercupon, to the House. 


FRENCH EMIGRANTS FROM Sr. DOMINGO. 


Mr. SamueL Smirs, from the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of William Pat- 
terson, Samuel Sterrett, and Gustavus Scott, the 
committee appointed by the Legislature of Mary- 
land to draw and distribute the moneys granted 
by that State for the relicf of the French cemi- 
granis from the Island of St. Domingo, made a 
report: 

Mr. S. Smita said, that there never was a more 
noble and prompt display of the most exalted 
feclings, than had been exhibited on this occasion. 
He believed that such a scene of distress had 
never before been seen in America. Three thou- 
sand fugitives had been at once landed, without 


the least previous expectation of their arrival. 
The whole inhabitants instantly assembled, and 
deputed a committee, of which he was one, to go 
on board the vessels, and examine their situation. 
Thirteen thousand dollars were instantly sub- 
scribed, Fifteen hundred of these people were 
quite helpless; three hundred and fifty of them 
were old men, or women withont their husbands, 
or children without their parents. Some had 
eredit, and some had not. Five hundred of them 
had been sent to France by the Minister, at the 
expense of the Republic; the rest remain in this 
country. 

[It was then moved, that the report of the Re- 
lief Committee be read a second time; which be- 
ing done, it was moved that this report be taken 
up by a Committee of the Whole Housc.] 

Mr. S. Surra was for proceeding instantly to de- 
cide on the subject. 

Mr. Nicuowas hoped that the motion would be 
deferred to another day. He felt a difficulty in 
this matter, because it was entirely new to him; 
he had not yet formed his mind upon it. Tle 
suspected that, to bestow the money of their con- 
stituents on an act of charity, though it would 
be extremely laudable, was yet beyond their au- 
thority. They had been sent to this House with 
limited powers, and for special purposes. He 
would be extremely happy to vote for the relief 
of the fugitives of Cape Francois, if, upon reflec- 
tion, he found it Constitutional, He therefore 
wished to delay a determination, until he had lei- 
sure to form a deliberate opinion on the subject. 

Mr. Crarx never had entertained a moment’s 
hesitation that relief should be given. 

Mr. S. Smrra, to prove that there was no ille- 
gality in bestowing the assistance wanted, read a 
passage in the despatches that had been printed, 
addressed by our Executive Government to the 
American Minister at Paris, stating that they had 
thought themselves authorized to advance money, 
for the immediate support of the fugitives. From 
this proceeding, he inferred, that Congress might 
lawfully do the same. He mentioned the ohliga- 
tions that this country lay under to France, which 
he hoped would never be forgotten. He enlarged 
considerably on the generosity of the citizens of 
Baltimore. He imagined that, in this affair, the 
American nation had exerted a degrec of genc- 
rosity unparalleled in the history of any other 
people. 

Mr. Mavrson wished to relieve the sufferers, 
but was afraid of establishing a dangerous prece- 
dent, which might hereafter be perverted to the 
countenance of purposes very different from those 
of charity. He acknowledged, for his own part, 
that he could not undertake to lay his finger on 
that article in the Federal Constitution which 
granted a right to Congress of expending, on ob- 
jects of benevolence, the money of their consti- 
tnents. And if once they broke the line laid down 
before them, for the direction of their conduct, it 
was impossible to say to what lengths they might 
go, or to what extremities this practice might be 
carried. He did not agree with the member who 
spoke last, that nothing like the generosity of 
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America had ever been heard of before. 
example in contradiction to this assertion, he men 
tioned, that when the city of Lisbon had, in 1755, 
been overwhelmed by an earthquake, the Parlia 
ment of England instantly voted one hundred 
thousand pounds for the support of the sufferers, 
In doing this, they had, he believed, acted in uni- 
son with the feclings of the British nation, and 
such feelings did that nation the utmost honor. 
He likewise imagined, that the Parliament had 
acted agreeably to the British Constitution, which 
allowed them an indefinite and absolute right in 
disposing of the money of their constituents. But 


As one; that every member in that House felt the warmest 


sympathy with the situation of the sufferers. He 
would be very glad to find a proper way for their 
relief. 

Mr. Nıcnoras said, that he had not been able 
to discover upon what authority the House were 
to grant the proposed donation. If the question 
should that day come to a vote, which he trusted 
it would not, he had resolved to give his voice in 
favor of the sufferers: but, when he returned to 
his constituents, he would honestly tell them that 
he considered himself as having exceeded his 
powers, and so cast himself on their mercy. He 


as to the American Congress, the case was widely | felt many obstacles to voting away this money 


different. He was satisfied that the citizens of 
the United States possessed an equal degree of 
magnanimity, generosity, and benevolence, with 
the people of Britain, but this House certainly 
did not possess an undefined authority correspond- 
ent with that of a British Parliament. Le wished 
that some other mode could be devised for assist- 
ing the French sufferers than by an act of Con- 
gress. He was in hopes that some other mode, 
equally effectual, and less exceptionable, might be 
devised. As to what our executive Government 
had already done, as quoted from the official de- 
spatches by the gentleman who spoke last, the in- 
ference did not apply; for in that emergency, a 
delay would have been equivalent to a total de- 
nial. It had been said, that we owed the French 
every sentiment of gratitude. It was true; but it 
was likewise true that we owed them something 
else than sentiments, for we’ were indebted to 
them a very large sum of moncy. One of the 
instalments of that debt would be due in a short 
time, and perhaps it might be safest for Congress 
to advance the sums now wanted for the French 
refugees, in part of that debt, and leave it to the 
decision of the French Ministry whether they 
would accept of such a payment or not. He did 
not wish to press this expedient upon the Honsc, 
but he begged Jeave to submit it to their consider- 
ation; and as he had not yet been able to resolve 
in his own mind what line of conduct the House 
ought to pursuc, he requested that the discussion 
of the question might for a short time be deferred. 

Mr. Cuarx wished that the gentleman who 
spoke last would be careful of preserving consist- 
ency. It was only a few days ago that he had 
laid before the [louse a resolution, by which Con- 
gress were to indemnify all such cilizens of the 
United States as had suffered losses by the British 
pirates. Ile supposed that for this, there would 
be found as little authority in the articles of the 
Constilution, as for relieving the fugitives from 
Cape Francois. 

Mr. Mapison, in explanation, replied, that the 
two cases were widely different. The vessels of 
America sailed under our flag, and were under 
our protection, by the law of Nations, which the 
French sufferers unquestionably were not. As to 
the resolution he had proposed, it was not then 
before the House, and hence he could not speak 
to it with propriety. It was very possible that the 
House might find it wrong, and reject it. He 
wished not to be misunderstood, for he was sure 


| without further deliberation. 
Mr. Boupinor declared, that he had never been 
able to discover any difficulty in the matter. By 
i the law of Nature, by the Jaw of Nations—in a 
| word, by every moral obligation that could influ- 
ence mankind, we were bound to relieve the citi- 
zens of a Republic who were at present our allies, 
and who had formerly been our benefactors. He 
could not for a moment endure the idca of a hesi- 
tation on such a question. When a number of 
our fellow-creatures had been cast upon our sym- 
pathy, in a situation of such uncxampled wretch- 
edness, was it possible that gentlemen could make 
a doubt whether it was our duty to relieve them? 
Tt had been said that the House was not, by the 
Constitution, authorized to give away money for 
such purposes. He was satisfied, that ta refuse 
the assistance requested, would be to act in direct 
opposition both to the theory and practice of the 
Constitution. In the first place, as to the practice, 
it had been said that nothing of this kind had 
ever occurred before under the Federal Constitu- 
tion. He was astonished at such an affirmation. 
Did not the Indians frequently come down to this 
city, on embassies respecting the regulating of 
trade, and other business—and did not the Execu- 
tive, without consulting Congress at all, pay their 
lodgings for weeks, nay for whole months togeth- 
er? and was not this merely because the Indians 
were unable to pay for themselves? Nobody ever 
questioned the propriety of that act of charity. 
Again; when prisoners of war were taken, there 
was no clause in the Constitution authorizing Con- 
gress to provide for their subsistence: yet it was 
well known that they would not be suffered to 
starve. Provision was instantly made for them, 
before we could tell whether the nation to whom 
they belonged would pay such expenses, or would 
not pay them. It was very truc that an instalment 
would soon be duc to France, nor did he object 
to reimbursement in that way, if it could be so 
obtained. But, in the mean time, relicf must be 
given, for he was convinced that we had still 
stronger obligations to support the citizens of our 
allies than either Indians or prisoners of war. In 
the second place, as to the theory of the Constitu- 
tion, he referred gentlemen to the first clause of 
the eighth section of it. By that clause Congress 
were warranted to provide for exigencies regard- 
ing the general welfare, and he was sure this case 

came under that description. 
Mr. Frrzsimons thought that it would be ex- 
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pedient to lose as little time as possible in going ' cess in a Judicial Court would have procured an 
into the Committee. It was hard on the State of) indemnity, but it was with a nation, over which 
Maryland to support of itself such an immense! Judicial Courts had no control; the petitioner, 
number of people. Besides, the period for which ! therefore, could derive no redress but from the 
that State had engaged to furnish them with sub- | justice of his country, which was bound to pro- 
sistence was expiring; so that it was absolutely | tect the rights of its citizens in all cases, and when 
| it could not prevent an injury, it ought to repair 


necessary to come to an early decision whether | 
the House would assist them or not. Mr. Genet! the damage. That this, in the present case, might 
be done with a moral assurance of a reimburse- 


had made a discrimination among the sufferers: 


some of them he had promised to assist, and oth- 
ers, as aristocrats, he had disowncd altogether. 

Mr. Dexren read the clause referred to by Mr. 
Bounrnor, but could not draw from it any such 
inference. He was very unwilling to vote against 
the proposition, and therefore solicited a delay, 
that he might have Icisure to find proper reasons ! 
for voting in its favor. | 

Mr. Gites was averse to precipitation in an 
affair of such magnitude. The report had been 
read for a first time to-day; it had then been read 
for a second time to-day. As if all this had not 
been sufficient, the House must likewise go into 
a Committee this day. Like the gentleman who 
had just sat down, he felt many doubts as to the 
legality of such an act of bounty; and he wished, 
before he gave a vote on cither side of the ques- 
tion, to free himself from these doubts. Ie con- 


ment, as it would be a just article of charge in 
the account of the United States against France, 
to which justice must cheerfully give its sanction, 
and which in bappier times, that Government will 
undoubtedly allow. That, as the justice of the 
demand was confessed, indemnifying the petition- 
er would be advancing a payment for France, for 
which her credit and honor were pledged, but 
which the present situation of that country would 
not at present allow her to make; but, Mr. S. ob- 
served, that as the case was of the first impression, 
and he wished there might be a thorough investi- 
gation of principles as well as facts, he moved 
that the petition, with the documents accompany- 
ing it, might be referred to the Secretary of State. 
This motion was agrecd to. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, of a statement of 


sidered his duty to his constituents as a very solemn | the actual tonnage of American vessels employed 
trust. Some personal insinuations had been cast ‘in the commerce between the United States and 
out, as if gentlemen who professed Constilutional | foreign countries, for one year, ending the thir- 
scruples had wished to embarrass the subject. | tieth of September, one thousand seven hundred 


Reflections of this kind could answer no good 
purpose. Gentlemen (said Mr. G.) appeal to our 
humanity. The appeal is out of place. That is 
not the question; but whether, organized as we 
are, under the Constitution, we have a right to 
make such a grant? He did not understand why 
an application was made to Congress in particu- 
lar. It would have becn made with greater pro- 
priety to the Provincial Assemblies, as their power 
over the purses of their constituents was more ex- 
tensive than that of this House over the revenues 
of the United States. 

{The motion for the House resolving itself into 
a Committee immediately was then withdrawn, 
and the report was committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on the State of the Union.] 


Monpay, January 13. 
PETITION OF THOMAS MANNING. 


Mr. Snersurne called up the petition of Tho- 
mas Manning, presented last week. He observed 
that the facts set forth in the petition were estab- 
lished by documents which accompanied it. That 
the petition originated in a contract made by the pe- 
titioner with an agent of the French Government 
in Martinique; that, although that Government had 
recognised the powers of thcir agent, and the per- 
formance of the services which were the ground | 
of the contract, they had refused to fulfil it, but 
by a payment of assignats, instead of specie, which 
had'been particularly specified. He observed, had 
the contract been made with an individual, a pro- 


and ninety-two, pursuant to the order of this 
House, of the third instant; which was read, aud 
ordercd to lie on the table. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Report of the 
Secretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States, in foreign 
countries. When 

Mr. Sauts, of South Carolina, rose and addressed 
the Chair as follows: 

Mr. Chairman:—Among the various duties 
which are assigned by the Constitution to the Le- 
gislature of the United States, there is, perhaps, 
none of a more important nature than the regula- 
tion of commerce, none more generally interest- 
ing to our fellow-citizens, none which more seri- 
ously claims our diligent and accurate investiga- 
tion, 

Tt so essentially involves our navigating, agri- 
cultural, commercial, and manufacturing intcrest, 
that an apology for the prolixity of the observa- 
tions which I am about to submit to the Commit- 
tee, will scarcely be requisite. 

In the view which I shall take of the question, 
disengaging the inquiry from all topics of a politi- 
cal nature, I shall strictly confine myself to those 
which are commercial, and which alone are, in my 
judgment, properly connected with the subject. 

Called upon to decide on propositions, merely 
commercial, and springing frum a report, in its 
nature limited to commercial regulations, it would 
be as ill-timed, as it would be irregular, to mingle 
with the discussion considerations of a political 


175 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 176 
E. or R.] ~ Commerce of the United States. JANUARY, 1794. 
nature. T shall, accordingly, reject from the in-, mistaken to consider them as a part of a system. 


quiry every idca which has reference to the In- 
dians, the Algerines, or the Western posts. When- 
ever those subjects require our deliberations, T 
shal] not yield to any member in readiness to vin- 
dicate the honor of our country, and to concur in 
such measures as our best interests may demand. 

This line of procedure will, I trust, be deemed by 
those gentlemen who follow me, the only proper 
one, and that the debate will be altogether confin- 
ed to commercial views ; these will of themselves 
open a field of discussion sufficiently spacious, 
withoul the intervention of arguments derived 
from other sources. It would indeed argue a 
weakness of ground in the friends of the proposi- 
tions, and imply a distrust of the merits of their 
cause, were they compelled to bolster it up with 
such auxiliaries and to resort for support to argu- 
ments, not resulting from the nature of the sub- 
ject, but from irrelative and extraneous considera- 
tions, 

The propositions, as well as the report, being 
predicated upon facts and principles having rela- 
tion to our commerce and navigation with foreign 
countries, by those facts and principles, and those 
alone, ought the propositions stand or fall. 

Tt will not be denicd that this country is at pre- 
sent in a very delicate crisis, and one requiring 
dispassionate reflection, cool and mature delibera- 
tion. It will be much tobe regretted then, if 
passion should usurp the place of reason, if super- 
ficial, narrow, and prejudiced views should mis- 
lead the public councils from the true path of na- 
tional interest. 

The report of the Sccretary of State, on the 
privileges and restrictions on the commerce of the 
United States in foreign countries is now before 
the Committee. The tendency of that report 
(whatever may have been the design of the re- 
porter) appears to be to induce a false estimate of 
the comparative condition of our commerce with 
certain foreign nations, and to urge the Legisla- 
ture to adopt a scheme of retaliating regulations, 
restrictions, and exclusions. 

The most striking contrast which the perform- 
ance evidently aims at, is between Great Britain 
and France. For this reason, and as these are 
the two Powers with whom we have the most ex- 
tensive relations in irade, I shall, by a parti- 
cular investigation of the subject, endeavor to 
lay before the Committee an accurate and an 
impartial comparison of ihe commercial systems 
of the two countries in reference to the United 
States, as a test of the solidity of the inferences 
which are attempted to be established by the re- 
port. A fair comparison can only be made with 
an eye to what may be deemed the permanent 
system of the countries in question. ‘he proper 
epoch for it, therefore, will precede the commence- 
ment of the pending French Revolution. 

The commercial regulations of France during 
the period of the Revolution have been too fluctu- 
ating, too much influenced by momentary im- 
pulses, and, as far as they have looked towards this 
country with a favorable eye, too much manifest- 
ing an object of the moment, which cannot be 


But though the comparison will be made with 
principal reference to the condition of our trade 
with France and Great Britain, antecedent to the 
existing revolution, the regulations of the snbse- 
quent period will perhaps not be passed over al- 
together unnoticed. 

The table,* which I have before me, comprises 
the principal features of the subject within a short 
compass, It is the work of a gentleman of con- 
siderable commercial knowledge, and I believe 
may be relied on for its correctness. An atten- 
tive reference to it will, with some supplementary 
remarks, convey a just conception of the object, 
a view to conciseness and siinplicity has excluded 
from it all articles (the production and wanufac- 
tures of the United States) which are not of con- 
siderable importance. 

Accustomed as our ears have been to a constant 
panegyric on the generous policy of France to- 
wards this country in commercial relations, and to 
as constant a philippic on the unfriendly, illiberal, 
and persecuting policy of Great Britain towards 
us in the same relations, we naturally expect to 
find in a table which exhibits their respective sys- 
tems, numerous discriminations in that of France 
in our favor, and many valuable privileges granted 
to us, which are refused to other foreign countries, 
in that of Great Britain frequent discriminations to 
our prejudice, and a variety of privileges refused 
to us which are granted to other foreign nations. 
But an inspection of the table will satisfy every 
candid mind, that the reverse of what has been 
supposed is truly the case—that neither in France 
nor the French West Indies, is there more than 
one solitary and important distinction in our favor, 
(I mean the article of fish oil,) either with regard 
to our exports thither, our imports from thence, 
or our shipping; that both in Great Britain and 
tho British West Indies, there arc several material 
distinctions in our favor, with regard both to our 
exports thither and to our imports from thence, 
and, as it respects Great Britain, with regard also 
to our shipping; that in the market of Great Bri- 
tain, a preference is securcd to six of our most 
valuable staples, by considerable higher duties on 
the rival articles of other foreign countries; that 
our navigation thither is favored by our ships, 
when carrying our own productions, being put 
upon as good a footing as their own ships, and by 
the exemption of several of our productions, when 
carried in our ships, from duties which are paid on 
the like articles of other foreign countries carried 
in the ships of those countries ; and that several of 
our productions may be carried from the United 
States to the British West Indies, while the like 
productions cannot be carried thither from any 
other foreign country; and that several of the 
productions of those countries may be brought 
from thence to the United States, which cannot 
be carried from thence to any other foreign coun- 
try. 

These important differences in the systems of 
the two countries will appear more fully, by pass- 


* Vide table annexed. 
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ing in review each article, and presenting, at the 
same time, the remarks which it will suggest. 


EXPORTS. 


1. Flour.—This article, on its importation into 
France, was subject to a duty of-one-eighth per 
cent. ad valorem. Since the commencement of 
the Revolution it has been, with all other foreign 
flour, made free. Here is no distinction for or 
against us. 

In Great Britain, it was, and is, like other foreign 
flour, subject to a duty so kigh as in ordinary 
times to be prohibitory; this duty is 24s, 8d. per 
quarter, until the price of British flour rises as high 
as fifty shillings, when a duty of sixpence only is 
payable. 

lt enjoys the right of deposite, with the privilege 
of exportation, duty free, and with the option of 
waiting (ill the market prices give effect to the low 
duties. There is no distinction for or’ against us. 
The same system applies generally to grain. 

The ordinary state of things renders the result 
of both systems the same to us. In neither coun- 
try is our flour saleable with advantage but in 
times of particular scarcity ; in Great Britain, be- 
cause the duty prevents an advantageous compe- 
tition, except in such times; in France, because 
the capacity of that country to supply herself is 
such, that we cannot, in common cases, afford to 
sell our flour in her market. The average price 
of flour in France, in times of tranquility and 
common plenty, may be stated at five dollars and 
two-thirds of a dollar per barrel of Pennsylvania. 
This, computing the price at which flour has been 
for a number of years past in Pennsylvania, would 
not pay freight and charges, taking the average 
here, at four dollars and two-thirds (the charges, 
including freight aud insurance, being about one 
dollar and two-thirds) the price, to pay freight, 
ought not to be less than six dollars and a third. 

The conclusion is, that neither France nor Great 
Britain is to be considered as a, valuable market for 
the flour of the United States. 

If an authority, respectable on that point, I 
mean the report of a committee of the British 
Privy Council, may be trusted (which declares an 
increasing incompetency for self supply on the 
part of Great Britain) the chance even is, that 
Great Britain may prove the better customer of 
the two for this article, notwithstanding her high 
duties. That nation discourages the competition 
of foreign flour with her own in her own market, 
because she has reason to fear that such competi- 
tion may supplant her own and injure her agri- 
culture. France does not discourage the compe- 
tition, because experience has shown her that it 
cannot turn to her disadvantage; so the United 
States lay but a trifling duty on the same article, 
because we know that it cannot come into compe- 
tition with our own. 

In the French West Indies, the introduction of 
flour fram the United States and other forcign 
countries was prohibited by a standing law. There 
was no distinction for or against us. The Colo- 
nial Government, it is true, had power to make 


occasional suspensions with a view to seasons of 
searcity, and they have from time to time exer- 
cised that power. But the Secretary of State is 
mistaken, when he says that the general prohibi- 
tion has been latterly suspended without interrup- 
tion; unless he refers to a period later- than that 
which he mentions asthe point of time to which 
his report is limited, (namely, the Summer of 
1792,) a period in which all systems have been sus- 
pended. 

There was indced an arrét of the Colonial Go- 
vernment of St. Domingo, of May 9th, 1789, 
which established a partial suspension till August, 
1794: but this suspension was confined to a par- 
ticular and small part of the island, on very special 
reasons, with cautious guards to intercept its effect 
with other parts of the island; and it is supposed 
that even this arrét was revoked in France. 

The real system of France then in regard to this 
article, and with respect to its West India Colonies, 
was completely prohibitory. 

In the British West Indies, on the contrary, 
flour from the United States was and is a free ar- 
ticle, and with this distinction in our favor, that 
the flour of any other forcign country cannot be 
carried thither from such country even in British 
bottoms. 

The comparison therefore between the systems 
of France and Great Britain, in relation to this 
article, concludes clearly in favor of Great Britain. 
In Europe, their systems, though different, from 
difference of circumstances, terminate nearly in 
the same point. In the West Indies, the steady, 
certain, and therefore, the’ truly important market 
for us, the system of France aims at the total ex- 
clusion of our principal staple; that of Great Bri- 
tain gives it a free admission, and even a prefer- 
ence. 

Authentic statements of the exports of flour from 
Philadelphia in the years 1786 and 1788 (which I 
accidentally possess) serve to illustrate the natural 
operation of the two systems, being applicable to 
years in which no extraordinary causes changed the 
common course of the trade. 


By these statements it appears that in 1786, the 
exports werc— 


Barrels. 

To France - - - - 21 
To the French West Indies = - - 1,808 
Total  - 2 A - 1,829 

To Great Britain - - - - 0 
To the British West Indies - - 45,118 
Total - - - - 45,118 

In 1788, the exports were— f 
To France - - - - 2,375 
To French West Indies - - - 235 
Total - - - - 2,610 
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To British West Indies - - - 59,988 | is laid upon the same commodity from other coun- 
tries, the difference being a clear bounty upon ours, 
Total = - 60.766! at the expense of the British consumer, by ob- 
= z 766 | 


—— 


In these years the shipments from the same port 
to other British ports amounted to 6,358 barrels. 

The last three or four years present, indeed, a 
different state of things, as will be shown hereafter. 
But these having been years of revolution and con- 
vulsion, are not such good criteria as those which 
have been just noticed. 

2. Tobacco.—This article was under no duty in 
France; but it was subject to a monopoly of the 
Farmers General, a circumstance which was a 
serious impediment to our trade with France in 
this article, obstructing the enterprise and compe- 
tition of our own merchants in the markets of that 
country. There is no distinction for or against the 

. United States. 

In Great Britain it was and is subject to a duty 
of 1s. 3d. per pound on importation, other foreign 
tobacco paying 3s. 6d. per pound.* 

The Secretary of State has omitted to notice this 
difference. Our tobacco then stood, and, it may be 
added, still stands upon a better footing in Great 
Britain than in France. 

Here I request the attention of the committce to 
a principle of importance, which appears to have 
been overlooked by the Secretary of State, who in- 
discriminately presents, as a discouragement of our 
produce, all the internal duties which are laid upon 
it by foreign nations. 

The principle I allude to is this, that it is wholly 
immaterial to us, what internal duty is laid upon 
any commodity of ours by a foreign nation, when 
that nation does not itself raise or make the arti- 
cle, or some other which is a substitute for it, pro- 
vided the duty be not so high as to render the ar- 
ticle too dear for consumption, and an equal duty 
be laid on the article from other foreign countries. 
The reason of it is this, that the consumer in such 
case, who is the subject of the foreign country, pays 
the duty. Thus the duty we lay on China wares 
is immaterial to any foreign nation which manu- 
factures it, because we do not ourselves manufac- 
ture it, or a substitute for it, and because it ex- 
ag equally to the same manufacture of all coun- 

ries. 

This remark will not a little abridge the cata- 
logue of grievances which has been exhibited by 
the Sccretary of State. Indeed, if it were not so, 
what abundant room for recrimination would our 
revenue code give to all other countries. 

Tobacco is an article, in reference either to 
France or to Great Britain, to which the observa- 
tion is peculiarly applicable. Neither of those 
countries raise it themselves. It is one of these 
objects of fancy and caprice in respect to which a 
duty most certainly falls on the consumer. The 
duties, therefore, upon it in Great Britain can be 
no concern of ours. 


* On ro-exportation, there is a drawback of the whole duty on 


our tobacco, but 8d. per pound retained on re-exportation of for- 
eign tobacco, roe se 
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structing that free competition of other countries 
which always cheapens an article. This dif- 
ference of duty is very considerable, and, as far as 
we can furnish a supply of equal quality, must 
tend to give us a monopoly of the British market. 
It is the more worthy of altention, since a com- 
petitor with us is Portugal, a Power with which 
Great Britain has always cultivated the closest 
ties. In the West Indies, the comparison is still in 
favor of the system of Great Britain. Tobacco was 
prohibited in the French while it was free in the 
British West Indies. ‘he result is, that the sys- 
tem of Great Britain, in respect to tobacco the pro- 
duction of the United States, the second in magni- 
tude as an export, was far more favorable to the 
United States than that of France. 

3. Rice.—This article was subject in France to 
one-eighth per cent. ad valorem. There was no 
distinction for or against us. 

In Great Britain there was and is a duty upon it 
of 7s. 4d. sterling per cwt., while the British East 
India Company pay 8s. 10d. upon the rice imported 
by them. 

In the French West Indies, rice was subject to 
a duty of one per cent. ad valorem, with no dis- 
tinction for or against us. In the British West 
Indies, it was and is free, with a distinction in our 
favor, resulting from the prohibition of other for- 
eign rice, 

It is nut easy to pronounce whether this article 
stands, on the whole, upon a betler footing in the 
system of France than in that of Great Britain. 
The difference, if any, is perhaps less material than 
it may at first sight appear. 

However disagreeable the reflection, we have 
reason to believe that rice will not become the 
common food of countries where it does not grow, 
and which raise for themselves an adequate sup- 
ply of other breadstuff, &c.—a state of things 
which exists both in France and Great Britain. 
It will therefore be in those countries essentially 
an object of luxury, consumed by the richer classes. 
This position is verified by those parts of the Uni- 
ted States which do not grow rice. ‘The duty up- 
on it in Great Britain (there being a higher duty 
upon that brought from the East Indies by the 
Kast India Company) does not, of course, inter- 
fere to any considerable extent with its consump- 
tion there, because the addition which is made to 
the price of a luxury of the wealthier classes is no 
great obstacle to its consumption by them. The 
probability, then, is, that the consumption of rice 
in Great Britain is nearly as great as the habits 
and taste of the country are calculated to render 
it. The observations made with regard to the 
duty on tobacco apply to that on rice, though with 
far less force. Great Britain is not a competitor 
with us in the production of rice more than to- 
bacco. But the extent of the rule in the applica- 
tion to this case is qualified by the circumstances 
that rice and other breadstuff are, in certain cases, 
substitutes for each other, and a duty on the for- 
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mer may tend to prevent its being consumed in 
such cases in place of the latter. 

In the West Indies, the subject wears a differ- 
ent aspect. Rice there makes a part of the com- 
mon food. A duty upon it tends to prevent its 
being such, by letting in cheaper substitutes. This 
reflection operates in favor of the British against 
the French system, in respect to the West Indies, 
there being a duty upon it in the Freneh, none in 
the British West Indies. But that duty is so light 
that, from this cause, and its extending to other 
articles, it ought scarcely to be counted. The pro- 
hibition of other foreign riec, however, is a cir- 
cumstance of some value, assuring to this article 
from the United States a monopoly of the British 
West India market. 

4. Wood.—This article (the fourth in import- 
ance as an export) stood and stands on a decidedly 
better footing in the British than in the French 
system. In Great Britain it was and is free from 
duty, while other foreigu rival woods are subject 
not to some small, as the Secretary of State in- 
forms us, but to considerable, and, iu several in- 
stances, high duties. The observations with re- 
gard to this differcnce, as applied to tobacco, apply 
to this article in full force, with this additional 
circumstance, that some of the Northern nations 
could afford to undersell us, were it not for the 
protection derived from the high duties on their 
woods. 

In the French West Indies, our wood is subject 
to a duty of one per cent. ad valorem, with no dis- 
tinction for or against us. In the British West 
Indies it is frec, with a distinction in our favor, by 
the prohibition of other foreign wood. The duty, 
it is true, is of no great consequence, but it is not 
so of the prohibition in the British West Indies of 
all foreign wood, but from the United States. 

5. Fisheries.—Ilere the comparison is in favor 
of France, our salted fish being prohibited both in 
Great Britain and the British West Indies, while 
it is permitted in France with a duty of 8 livres 
per quintal, and in the French West Indics with 
a duty of 5 livres per quintal. Our fish oil being 
subject in Great Britain, in common with other 
foreign oil, to a duty of 18s. 5d. sterling per ton of 
252 gallons; in France to a duty of 7 livres 4 sous 
per barrel of 520 pounds, while other foreign oil is 
prohibited. This last article is prohibited in the 
‘West Indies of both countries. While there is no 
distinction in the system of Great Britain for or 
against us, that of France, in respect to fish oil, 
makes a distinction in our favor. But these dif- 
ferences between the two systems appear greater 
on a superficial than upon a more accurate view. 
The principle upon which each proceeds is the 
monopoly of her own market to the productions 
of her own fisheries, and the exclusion, as far as 
possible, of all foreign countries, the United States 
not excepted. But, in pursuing this principle, a 
difference of situation creates a difference of mea- 
sures. Great Britain, able to supply herself, pro- 
hibits absolutely all foreign salted fish. Frauce, 
unable to supply herself, but aiming at it with all 
her strength, lays high duties upon that article, 
when produced from foreign fisheries, and bestows 


high premiums upon it when produced from her 
own fisheries. The duties on forcign and the 
bounties and premiums on her own fish, would 
amount to a complete prohibition of ours, if her 
own fisheries had been able to produce a com- 
plete supply; but their incapacity to do this has 
let ours into the French market, in spite of the 
disconragements upon it. It merits particular at- 
tention, that, in reference to this article, the French 
system conferred upon us no particular privilege 
or favor. Other foreign salted fish, in foreign bot- 
toms, stood upon the same footing with our fish, 
in our bottoms. 

Great Britain, less able to supply horself with 
fish oil than with fish, makes a difference in her 
system. She does not prohibit the article, but 
lays a prohibitory duty upon it; but her incapacity 
to supply herself (as in the case of salted fish with 
France) lets us into her market with our fine oils, 
in spite of the discouragement upon ours. 

So France, to a considerable duty on our arti- 
cle, adds enormous bounties in favor of the same 
article the produce of her fisheries. The Scere- 
tary of State, in his report on the fisheries, has no- 
ticed the measures taken by France to erect her 
own whale fishery on the ruins of that of the 
United States. Tempting our fishermen to aban- 
don us and settle at Dunkirk, she allows, for every 
ton of shipping employed, between nine and ten 
dollars, with some other advantages. If, in the 
conduct of Great Britain towards us, in this par- 
ticular, we discern the spirit of a selfish rival, in 
that of France, in the same particular, we cannot 
but see the machinations of an insidious friend. 
The distinction in favor of our fish oil, as com- 
pared with other foreigners, is no eounterpoise to 
the general tendency of the French system, which 
aimed at excluding us finally from the competi- 
tion in her markets, though it was deemed prefer- 
able, till it could have its full effect, that the 
United States should enjoy the benefit of the com- 
petition; in exclusion of an ancient and formidable 
rival. 

To elucidate still more clearly the spirit of the 
French system, in this particular, the following 
facts are submitted to the consideration of the 
Committee : 

1. In August, 1784, the arrêt giving admission 
to forcign fish in the West India markets was 
passed. In September, 1785, another arrêt passed, 
granting a premium of 10 livres per quintal on 
French fish. Seven days after, so great was their 
jealousy on this subject, another arrêt passed, 
raising the duty on foreign fish, including that of 
the United States, from 3 to 6 livres. 

2. An arréé of the 29th of December, 1787, 
grants a right of deposite or storing for six months, 
in France, to all the productions of the United 
States, in order to re-exportation, paying only a 
duty of one per cent. In February following, less 
than two months after, another arrêt passed, ex- 
cepting from this right all the products of our fish- 
cries, evidently from a jealousy of our interferenco 
with the French fisheries. 

3. A farther explanation of the spirit of the sys- 
tem on this point is to be found in a passage of a 
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report to the National Assembly, in the year 1789, 
from the Committces of Agriculture and Com- 
merce. After stating a diminution of the product 
of the French cod fishery, during the year 1789, 
the report proceeds thus: “ This diminution ought 
“ to be -attributed to the collusion of the English 
“and Free Americans, who contrived to disap- 
“ point the French fisheries by finding means to 
“ supply us with their fish, while they eluded the 
“ payment of the duty which was imposed on im- 
« portation, in order to establish a preference in 
“ favor of the cod of the French fishery.” 

6. Pot and Pearl Ashes.—The system of Great 
Britain is evidently more favorable to this produc- 
tion (sixth in importance of the exports of the 
United States) that the system of France—the 
former giving a preference to our article by mak- 
ing it free, while the same article from other fo- 
reign countries is subject to a duty of 2s. 3d. per 
ewt.; the latter placing our article on the same 
footing with that of other foreign countries. ‘The 
observations I have made with regard to tobacco 
apply to this article in full foree. In the West 
India possessions of the two countries it is equally 
prohibited. 

4. Salted Meat.—The regulations of France 
with regard to this article (seventh in consequence 
of our exports) are clearly more favorable than 
those of Great Britain. France admits both beef 
‘and pork into her home market, with a duty of 5 
livres per quintal; in her West India markets, she 
admits beef with a duty of one per cent. ad valo- 
rem, and 8 livres per quintal, but prohibits pork. 
Great Britain prohibits both beef and pork in her 
home and West India markets, Neither country 
makes any distinction in this particular for or 
against the United States. 

8. Indigo —This article (eighth in value of our 
exports) stands upon a decidedly better footing 

„in the system of Great Britain than in that of 
France. France is herself our competitor in the 
supply of her own market, and she aims at secur- 
ing to herself the monopoly of it by adding to the 
advantage of a superior quality of her own indigo, 
as asserted by the Secretary of State, the discour- 
agement to ours of double the duty paid on her 
own. Great Britain admits the article into her 
home market free of duty. Both countrics ex- 
clude it from their West India market. Neither 
make any distinction for-or against us. 

9. Live Animals—The regulations both of 
France and Great Britain may be considered as 
substantially the same in regard to this article; 
the small duty of one per cent. ad valorem laid by 
France in the West Indies, while it is free in the 
British West Indies, being really of no great con- 
sequence. Neither country makes any distinction 
for or against us. 

10. Flaxseed.—The same may be said of this 
as of the preceding article. If free in Great Bri- 
tain, it was subject only to a duty of one-eighth 
per cent. ad valorem in France. It is prohibited 
in the West Indies of both countries. There is no 
distinction in the system of either nation for or 
against us. 

11. Naval Stores, viz.: Pitch, Tar, Turpen- 


tine, and Rosin.—These articles were more favored 
by the system of Great Britain than of France. 
In the latter, they were subject to a duty of two- 
and-a-half per cent. ad valorem, with no distine- 
tion in our favor. Inthe former, our tar and pitch 
are subject to a duty of 11s. per last, while tar and 
pitch of other countrics pay 12s. 4d. per last; our 
turpentine is subject to a duty of 2s. 3d. per ewt., 
while thal of other countries pays 12s. 9d.; our 
rosin only 1s. 6d. per cwt., that of other countries 
2s. 4d. ‘These duties fall under a like considera- 
tion as those on tobacco. The duty on our com- 
modity produced in the British Dominions is no 
detriment to us. The higher duties on the same 
commodity from other foreign countries are boun- 
ties on ours, in common with the same commo- 
dity produced in the British possessions. In the 
French West Indies, these articles were received 
upon a duty of one per cent. ad valorem equally 
with the like articles of other forcign countries. 
In the British West Indies, besides being free, they 
enjoy the advantage of a prohibition of the foreign 
articles. 

12. Iron, Bar and Pig.—In respect to this arti- 
cle, likewise, the system of Great Britain is more 
favorable than that of France. While in France 
there is no distinction for or against us, in Great 
Britain, our iron is free, and that of other coun- 
tries is subject, bar iron, to a duty of from 56s. 2d. 
to 67s. 2d. per ton; pig iron, to a duty of ds. 6d. 
per ton. Jt is remarkable that Irish iron pays 
in Great Britain a duty of 30s. 10d. per ton. 
Both in the French and British West Indies, 
the article is prohibited, The Secretary of State, 
to show the insignificance of the diserimination in 
our favor, observes, that we do not make enough 
for our own consumption: but this was not fore- 
seen by Great Britain when the discrimination 
began, having arisen from the lato rapid increase 
of manufactures of iron. ‘This is evinced by the 
fact that, in a year, ending 30th September, 1790, 
our export of iron to Great Britain amountcd to 
$81,612. 

The foregoing remarks establish clearly that the 
principal productions of this country, generally 
speaking, are more favored by the British than by 
the French commercial system. 

Here it may be proper to show the amount of 
the several articles which have been the subject 
of inquiry exported to the respective dominions of 
those countrics for the period of one year, ending 
30th September, 1790: 


To the Dominions of France. 


r Articles, France. West Indies, 
Flour - - “ $392,341 $1,090,854 
Grain - - - 202,872 77,920 
Tobacco - - - 384,642 43,104 
Rice - - 156,461 166,465 
Wood - - - 110,864 365,176 
Salted fish - - 1,106 609,106 
Fish oil - - - 91,298 14,714 
Pot and pearl ashes - 20,720 
Salt meats - - 14,109 804,345 
Indigo - - - 10,897 1,752 
Live stock - - 852,795 


185 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


186 


January, 1794] 


Commerce of the United States. 


[H. or R. 


To the Dominions of France—Continucd. 


Articles, France. West Indies, 
Flaxseed - - ie 3,290 
Naval stores - - 8,169 4,197 
Iron - - - 1,525 623 
Total - s - 1,893,286 3,031,050 
3,031,050 
To French Dominions 4,424,336 


To the Dominions of Great Britain. 


Articles. Great Britain. West Indies. 
Flour - - - $676,274 $858,006 
Grain - - - 411,566 273,505 
Tobacco - - - 2,754.493 22,816 
Rice - - - 173,852 180,087 
Wood - - - 240,174 382,481 
Salted fish - - 10 7,189 
Fish oil - - - 81.048 124 
Pot and pearl ashes - 447,078 
Salt meats - - 898 6,659 
Indigo - - - 473,830 5,700 
Live stock - = — 62,415 
Flaxseed - - - 219,924 
Naval stores - ~- 190,670 6,162 
Iron - - - 81,612 600 
Total - - 6,651,425 1,805,744 
1,805,744 
To British Dominions 8,457,173 


The total amount of exports to the British and 
French Dominions, for three years successively, is 
as follows: 


To the Dominions of Great Britain $9,246,606 00 
To the Dominions of France - 4,668,902 00 
Excess of exportation to the Do- 

minions of Great Britain - 4,577,704 00 


For a year ending 30th September, 1791. 


To the Dominions of Great Britain $7,953,418 21 
To those of France 4,298,762 26 


Excess of exports to the Dominions 
of Great Britain - 3.654.655 95 


For a year ending 30th September, 1792. 


To the Dominions of Great Britain $8,269,465 00 
To those of France 5,243,543 00 


3.025 


Excess to Great Britain 


Thus it appears that our exportations to the į 
British Dominions, upon an average of three years, | 
have exceeded those to the French Dominions, in 
the very cousiderable sum of $3,752,760 annually. 
To judge from the fact of our exportations, whe- | 
ther viewed in the detail, according to the table | 
of particular articles, or by the aggregate, for three 
successive years, established by official documents, 


there would be uo hesitation to pronounce that 
Great Britain is a more important customer to us 
than Franee, not much short, indeed, of the ratio 


j of two to oue, But the Secretary of State informs 


us, “that the greatest part of what she receives 
“from us js re-exported to other countries, under 
“the useless charges of an intermediate deposite 
“and double voyage.” The accuracy of this as- 
sertion may justly be questioned. It is probably, 
ina great measure, founded on the statements of 
Lord Sheffield, without a proper allowance for the 
change of circumstances. Admitting those state- 
ments to be correct, they are no standard for the 
present state of things. It is known, that, at the 
period to which they relate, Great Britain had a 
monopoly of our trade; that we could not, gene- 
rally speaking, carry our commodities to other 
countries. Of course, she became an intermediary 
between us and them, and her re-exportations of 
our commodilies must have been very considera- 
ble. But, having had, sinea the establishment of 
our independence, free access to other countries, 
Great Britain has ceased to be an intermediary 
between them and us, except in those cases in 
which the direct relations of commeree between 
us and certain countrics render it less convenient 
to carry our commodities ourselves directly to 
them, than to use Great Britain as an entrepôt. 
This, however, is a case of limited extent. or 
the most part, we carry on a direct commerce wilh 
the different countries of Europe. Any rule, 
drawn, then, from the state of things prior to our 
Revolution, would be entirely false, in reterence 
to the actual state of things. We may, therefore, 
venture boldly to question the accuracy of the 
Secretary of State's assertion, as he does not fur- 
nish us with the data on which it is grounded, as, 
from the nature of the thing, it is not probable that 
any satisfactory ones were possessed by bim; and 
it is improbable, on a general view, that so large 
a proportion as he supposes is re-exported. But 
we may satisfy ourselves further, by a more par- 
ticular view, of the error of his conjecture. The 
same authority from which, I presume, his sug- 
gestions are derived, “that, before the war, one- 
“third of our indigo and three-fourths of our to- 
“bacco and rice, carried to Great Britain, were 
“re-exported,” informs us that, “most, if not all 
“our other articles were consumed there.”* A 
document,t before referred to, informs us, in ad- 
dition, that the average of imports into Great Bri- 
tain, for six years, ending in 1774, froin the United 
States, was, annually £1,752,142. 
That the average of six years, ending 

in 1789, was 


908,636 
constituting an annual decrease of - £843,056 
nearly half of the whole amount of former exports. 


The same document accounts for this difference 
by stating that the decrease of imports of rive and 
tobacco from the United States since the war, 
was— 


* Lord Shefficid’s Observations on the Commerce of the Ame- 


rican States, p. 229. 


t Report of the Lords of the Privy Council, Ap. 91. 
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Tobacco - - - - £582,987 6 0 For the year ending 30th September, 1192. 
Rice - ` - * + 196,526 15 4| Two thirds of export to Great Britain 
: eran herself - - - - $3,170,832 
Making together - i £779,514 1 4 Whole exportation to her other Domi- 
nions - - - - 3,513,217 
Our own documents prove, in respect to the ar- s . : 
ticle of tobaceo, that more than one-half of our a Paes ia of British Domi- Tors 
export is directly from the United States to coun- ||, i Tan Bi = 0,6040 
rei other at Great Britain. The decrease in | Total exports to French Dominions - 5,243,543 
the articles of tobacco and rice ja a convincing Hean i f ` PET 


proof that we now carry, ourselves, to other fo- 
reign markets, the principal part of that propor- 
tion of these articles which used formerly to be From this view, it may rationally he inferred 
carried to Great Britain and re-exported from .ihat Great Britain aud her dominions actually 
thence. When we consider this fuct, and the! consumed, annually, of our commodities, two mil- 
small proportion which indigo bears to our whole! Jions of dollars more in value than France and her 
export, the probability of a proportional diminu-| dominions. The comparison upon these years is 
tion of the quantity of that article re-exported, particularly favorable to France. In the markets 
and that these three articles are the only conside-| of Great Britain and her dominions things have 
table ones of ré-exportation, we must conclude! gone vn during the whole time in their natural 
that there is great exaggeration in the supposition | course, while, in those of France and her domi- 
that the greatest part of our comwodities now! nions, from the relaxations incident to a state of 
carried to Great Britain is re-exported from thence. | revolution and convulsion, aud from the additional 


There appears to be a strong probability that the: 
allowance of one-third of our whole exports to 
Great Britain for re-exportation would be ample. 
Let us, then, take this proportion as a rule of eal- , 
culation. With regard to the British Dominions! 
other than Great Britain herself, the idea of re-! 
exportation is not more applicable to them than 
to the dominions of France. let us, according to 
these data, compute the probable consumption of | 
Great Britain for the years before mentioned. ! 
The computation will stand thus: 


For the year ending 30th September, 1790. 
Two-thirds the export to Great Bri- 


tain herself - - - - $1,592,682 
Whole of exports to her other Domin- 

ions - - - - - 2,357,583 
Actual consumption of British Domi- | 

nions - - - - 6,950,265 | 
Total exports to French Dominions in j 

that year - - - - 4,668,902 


Excess of actual consumption of Bri- 
tish Dominions beyond total of ex- 
portation of French Dominions 


l) 


For the year ending 30th September, 1791. 
Two-thirds of export to Great Britain 


herself - š - - §3.295,032 | 
Whole exports to her other Dominions 3,010,868 | 
Actual consumption of British Domi- 

nions = - - - 6,305,900 


Total exports to French Dominions - 4,298,762 | 
Excess of actual consumption of Bri- 
tish Dominions beyond total of ex- 


portation to French Dominions - 2.007.138 | 


wants created by the same causes our commodities 
have found a much greater latitude in their markets 
than they would enjoy in settled times. 

We have seen that, in the years 1786 and 1788, 
a very small quantity of flour was exported to 
France and her dominions, (for Philadelphia is, 
in this case, a good stundard for the whole,) while, 
in the years upon which the computation has been 
just made, this article has been the principal item 
in the supplies to the French Dominions. ‘The 
just inference is, that, in settled times, Great Britain, 
with her dominions, has been, and would be, a much 
better customer to the United States, as a consumer, 
than France with her dominions. 

But the’stress which is laid upon the re-export- 
ations from Great Britain, as diminishing her value 
as a customer, is founded on false principles. 
Since we have access to the countries to which 
she re-exports some of our commodities, we shall 
carry them there ourselves, in every case in which 
it is our interest to do so. In order, however, to 
its being our interest to do so, it is necessary not 
only that the countries in question should stand 
in need of our commodities, but that they should 
have commodities, which it would be ecouvenient 
for us to receive m exchange. Otherwise, espe- 
cially where distant voyages are to be performed, 
our vessels would find sufficient cinployment to 
render voyages profitable, nor would the espital 
employed be always turned to due advantage. 
Again, the nature of the trade may be such as to 
require greater capital for earrying it on with 
advantage than our merchants may possess, and 
the capital of our merchants, left free by the inter- 
position of foreign capitals, may flow in a course of 
more benelicial employment. 

In such a state of things, if there were no nation 
whose relations with the countries in question 
made it convenient to be an intermediary between 
us and them, our commodities would not find their 
way thither in equal quantities to what they now 
do, if at all. Tue intervention of Great Britain, 
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therefore, may, in most cases, be considered as a 
mean of extending instead of abridging our com- 
merce, and that intervention may be no less bene- 
ficial to us, than if she were herself the consumer 
of the commodities. 

The fact of Great Britain being an intermediary, 
as far as it is true, being then the result of 
the natural course of trade, left to itself, is a proof 
that it is the interest of the United States that she 
should stand, in the cases supposed, in the relation 
in which she does stand, between us and other fo- 
reign countries. There is, therefore, nothing of 
weight in the observation, that the quantities of 
onr commodities which Great Britain receives, 
and re-exports, are greater than “reason or nation- 
al interest would dictate.” 

IMPORTS. 


I shall procecd, in the next place, to a view of 
our import trade with the dominions of France and 
Britain. 

These, in the year taken by Mr. JEFFERSON, 
were— 

Krom Great Britain and her domi- 

nions - - - - $15,285,428 
From France and her dominions , 2,068,348 


From the Seeretary’s statement, it appears, that 
about three-fourths of our imports come from 
Great Britain and her dominions, of which a con- 
siderable part is from the West Indies. This, 
too, scoms to be considered by some persons as a 
grievance, But it is among the circumstances 
which demonstrate to an unbiassed mind, the 
great importance and utility of our trade with 
Great Britain; nor can an alteration be made, but 
by means violent and contrary to our interests ; 
except in a way which is not the object of the 
Report, namely, an efficacious system of encou- 
Tagement to home manufactures. Every effort 
to turn the tide of trade from Great Britain to 
other countries, will amount to a premium upon 
the manufactures and productions of those coun 
tries, at the expense of the people of the United 
States. 

How does it happen that the imports from Great 
Britain are so considerable? Evidently from two 
causes: i 

ist. Because Great Britain, aggregately consi- 
dered, is unquestionably the first manufacturing 
country in the world, and can supply us with the 
greatest number of articles we want, on the best 
terms. 

2d. Because her merchants have large capitals, 
and can affurd to give us extensive credit. Our 
merchants, in general, have small capitals, and 
want credit. 

Both the one and the other circumstance make 
it the interest of this country to deal with that to 
the extent we do. 

It is manifestly our interest to be supplied with 
the manufactures we want, of the best quality, 
and on the best terms, and to take them from that 
country which is most able to furnish them. De- 
ficient in capital ourselves, it has been very useful 
to us to find a country which could supply that 
deficiency ; no circumstance has tended more to 


nourish the industry, the agriculture, and the 
commerce of this country, and to advance its 
growth; and, though in a far less degree, it con- 
tinues still to have the sane effect. In proportion 
as we have less necd of our own capital, to pur- 
chase the foreign commodities we want, is our 
ability to use it, in the exportation of our own, in 
ship building and navigation, in manufactures, and 
other internal improvements, and in the payment 
of the national revenue. 

There is no country in the world in a situation 
to benefit so much by the aid of forcign capital, as 
the United Slates. This arises not only from 
the inadequateness, compared with the objects of 
employment of our own capital, but from the con- 
dition in which we are, with numerous resources 
unexplored and undeveloped. 

But, it has becn said, that France can supply 
us with many articles better than Great Britain. 
This expression, beiter, ought to include credit, as 
well as price and quality ; for, if we stand in need 
of credit, that country which cannot give it to us, 
cannot supply us on as good terms as the country 
which can. Now, it is known that the merchants 
of France are unable or unwilling to give compe- 
tent credit to our merchants. Moreover, though 
it may be true that France can supply us with 
some articles of as good, or better quality than 
Great Britain, the number and extent of them is 
small, compared with the number and extent of 
the articles with which Great Britain and Ireland 
can furnish us, of better quality, and, quality con- 
sidered, chcaper than France. ‘I'he great bulk of 
the articles we import from Europe, consists of 
hard-wares, earthen ware, manufactures of cotton 
and wool, and linens; all of which, for general 
use, can be had better from Britain and Ireland 
than from other countries. The present extremely 
deranged state of the manufactures of France, is 
not here noticed, as the argument is deemed sufti- 
ciently strong without it, Every man of business 
knows that it is of moment toa merchant, to find 
a various and well assorted cargo, and that it is, 
generally speaking, his interest to go to that place 
where he can obtair the greatest variety of the 
articles of his trade, though some of them may not 
be upon equally good terms, rather than go to 
another, where he cannot have the same variety 
and assortment of good articles, though he might 
be able to obtain there a few of better quality and 
lower price. lence, Great Britain is, in every 
view, the best supplier of this country. As trade 
has been hitherto left to find its own channels, the 
presumption is, that it has flowed into those where 
its natural relations and its best interests have led. 

I shall not deny that it would be desirable, in or- 
der to diminish our dependence for supply on one 
nation, that others could attract a portion of the 
trade we have with Great Britain, by being able 
to supply us equally well with what we want, 
and in a manner which would make it the interest 
of our merchants to turn their attention towards 
them. But it will not follow that such change 
ought to be brought about by ariificial methods. 
Indeed, this cannot be done, without aacrificing 
the interests of this country to those of others, 
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To lessen the importation of the commodities | vantage to have a direct supply from the islands of 


of Great Britain, as far as it may be practicable, 
we must have recourse to prohibilions or to du- 
ties, so much higher than those paid by other couu- 
tries on the like articles, as to counterbalance the 
disadvantages they labor under, in the competition 
for our market. Either method will operate as a 
bounty upon the commodities of certain foreign 
nations, to the prejudice of others, which bounty 
will be paid at the expense of our citizens. A 
prohibition, by lessening the competition of foreign 
nations, and of course the quantity of goods brought 
to market, would increase the price of the goods 
of those nations to whom the monopoly was 
given; our citizens would consequently pay dearer 
for their supply, and would sustain a positive ex- 
pense to support, not thcir own industry and manu- 
factures, but those of other countries. The same 
effect would happen in the case of additional du- 
ties; they would either exclude the articles of the 
countrics upon which they were laid, and operate 
as a prohibition, or, if they did not, they would 
tend to raise the prices of all articles of the same 
kind, from whatever country brought; those who 
import the highly duticd articles would endcavor 


to incorporate the daty with the price, because . 


they could not afford to do otherwise. The im- 
porters from the other countries would take ad- 
vantage of this circumstance to increase their 
profit, and would add proportionally to the price 
of their commodities, But the very necessity of 
laying high duties to favor the competition of 
other countries, supposes that they cannot afford to 
se'l their commodities of equal quality as cheap as 
the country on whose commodities the duties are 
laid, aud aims, by rendering these dearer, to bring 
them at least to the level of those which were 
before undersold. It results, that the people of the 
' United States will have to pay higher prices than 
formerly, and this, as already observed, not for 
their own advantage, but for that of forcigners. 

Among the contrivances used to depreciate the 
value of our commercial connexion with Great 
Britain is this, that the credit which she gives us 
is pernicious by inducing us.to run in debt. As 
well might it be said, that the credit which a sct- 
tler of new land obtains, upon the land which he 
has purchased, or that which a tailor gets upon the 
cloth which he works up, in the course of his trade, 
is prejudicial. The truth is, that credit, though 
liable to abuse, is the substitute for capital in all 
trades, and that it serves to foster them and increase 
the mass of industry, though the slothful and ex- 
travagant suffer hy it. In a young country, like 
ours, it is an essential nutriment. 

If we turn to the West Indies, there, too, the 
comparison as to our supply is in favor of Great 
Britain. While, from the French West Indies, the 
permanent system of France allows us to have 
nothing but molasses and rum, that of Great Bri- 
tain allows us not only to have those articles, but, 
in addition to them, sugar, coffee, cocoa, ginger, 
pimento, and salt, and that directly from the 
islands; while the general rule is, that they can- 
not be carried directly to any other foreign coun- 
try. It ought to be deemed no inconsiderable ad- 


necessaries and comforts so important to us, and 
to be relieved from the inconvenience and expense 
of getting them by the circuitous route of Europe ; 
an advantage to which we were left by the system 
of France, as far as it could be executed. Its hav- 
ing been in a great degree frustrated by Colonial 
relaxations and contraband practices, does not alter 
the complexion of that system. 7 

It follows, from what has been said, that Great 
Britain is our best furnisher, as well as our best 
customer. 


NAVIGATION. 


In all the points upon which the comparison of 
our commerce with Great Britain and France has 
hitherto turned, the advantage is on the side of 
that which we carry on with Great Britain. 
The only point of further comparison respects our 
navigation. 

In the trade immediatély between the United 
States and Great Britain, as far as respects our 
own commodities, our ships are upon the same 
footing with those of Great Britain, (with the ex- 
ception, only, of 1s. 9d. sterling per ton, for light 
and Trinity dues, paid more on ours than on Bri- 
tish vessels, in all the ports of England, but Lon- 
don,) and on a better footing than those of other 
foreign Powers; for, while they pay upon the 
carriage of several of their own commodities, 


‘additional duties, called alien duties, our ships 


are exempt from them. This is a discrimination 
of some consequence in our favor, beneficial not 
only to our navigation, but to our agriculture, It 
is, to a certain extent, a departure, in our favor, 
from the principle of her Navigation Act. 

In the trade between the United States and 
France, our ships are upon the same footing with 
the most favored nations, not better. So far, there- 
fore, the comparison is in favor of the system of 
Great Britain. But France allows us to curry 
thither foreign commodities in our bottoms, which 
Great Britain docs not permit. This is an advan- 
tage, but it is one which we enjoy in common 
with other nations, and its importance, in fact, has 
hitherto not been very great, though it has been 
rendered greater than it would naturally be, by the 
disordered state of her West India affairs. 

The point truly interesting to us is the carriage 
of our own commodities. From the British West 
Indies our vessels are entirely excluded, (except 
in the instance of salt from Turk’s Island,) while 
France admits into her islands our vessels of sixty 
tong and upwards, in common with the like vessels 
of other foreign countries, The comparison, 
therefore, in respect to the West Indies, is entirely 
in favor of Fiance. It may not be improper to 
remark, incidentally, that it is far more important 
to us to have our navigation upon a good footing 
with the European dominions of Great Britain 
than with her West India possessions. ‘This is 
evinced by considering that our exports to her 
West Indies are, upon an average, less than a 
third of our exports to her European dominions. 
But, upon the whole, the system of France may 
be considered as more favorable to our navigation 
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than that of Great Britain. Yet the effect, as to 
the quantity of our tonnage employed in our trade 
with those countries, is very different from that 
which is suggested in the Report of the Secretary 
of State, who has, in this respect, pursued a very 
erroncous guide. He states the tonnage employed 
between the United States and the dominions of 
France at 116,410 tons; the dominions of Great 
Britain, 43,580 tons. But this statement is taken, 
not according to the number of ships employed, 
but according to the number of inward, entries 
made by each. OF course a vessel of one hundred 
tons, making two voyages in a year to and from 
Great Brilain, (as much as can usually be made,) 
would appear, by the duties, only as two hundred 
tons; whereas the same, or another vessel of equal 
burden, making four voyages in a year to the 
French West Indies, (which can without difticulty 
be done,) would appear, by the same entries, as 
four hundred tons; so that our navigation with 
the British domimons, being entirely with those 
of Europe, where the voyages in a year are few, 
and with the French dominions, being chiefy 
with the West Indies, where the voyages in a year 
are frequent, it might happen that the returns 
which have been followed by the Secretary of 
State would show, nominally, double the quantity 
of tonnage employed between the United States 
and the dominions of. France than between the 
United States and the dominions of Great Britain, 
while, in fact, we might have more actual tonnage 
employed in the latter than in the former case. 
An inaccuracy of this nature demonstrates the 
incorrect manner in whieh the Report has been 
framed. According to a return lately made to 
this House, the real proportion of actual tonnage 
of the United States employed in our trade with 
the dominions of Franee and Great Britain, in the 
year ending 30th September, 1792, is as follows: 
with those of France, 82,510 tons; with those of 
Great Britain, 66,582 tons, We find, then, upon 
a comprehensive and particular investigation of 
the system of Great Britain, that, instead of its 
Wearing an aspect puticularly unfiiendly to us, it 
has, in fact, a coutrary aspect; that, compared 
with other foreign nations, it makes numerous and 
substantial discrimivatious in our favor; that it 
secures, by memis which operate as bounties upon 
our commodities, a preference in her markets 
to the greatest number of our principal produc- 
tions, and thereby materially promotes our agri- 
culture and commerce; that, in the system of 
France, there is but a single and not very impor- 
tant instance of a similar kind; that, if Frauce 
allows us some advantage of navigation in: her 
islands, she allows the same advantages to all 
other foreign nations, while Great Britain allows 
advantages to our navigation with herself directly 
which she does not allow to other foreign nations ; 
that, if Franee admits our salted fish into her 
West India islands, she does it under such duties 
upon ours, and such premiums upon her own, as 
would exclude us from them, if she had capacity 
to supply herself, while she formally prohibits our 
flour ; that, if Great Britain excludes our fish from 
her islands, she freely admits ourj Hour; that 
3p Con.—7 


while France, as far as we are permitted to trade 
with her islands, lets in olher foreign nations to a 
competition with us on equal terms, Great Britain 
excludes from a competition with most of the 
articles of the United States, which she admits 
into the islands, the like articles of other foreign 
couatries; that, while France permits us to be 
supplied directiy from her islands with nothing 
more than she permits to other nations, and with 
only the two articles of molasses and rum, Great 
Britain allows us to be supplied directly irom her 
islands with a considerable number of essential 
articles, and refuses a direct supply of those arti- 
cles to other foreign countries; that, if the system 
of France is somewhat more favorable to our na- 
vigation, that of Great Britain is far more favora- 
ble to our agriculture, our commerce, and to the 
due and comfortable supply of our wants; that 
Great Britain is a better furnisher than France of 
the articles we want from other foreign countries, 
and a better customer for what we have ta sell; 
and that the actual relations of commerce between 
the United States and Great Britain are more ex- 
tensive and important than between the United 
States and France, and it may be added, or any 
other country in the world, for our trade with 
France is no donbt second in importance. Where, 
then, is the ground for extolling the liberal poliey 
of France, the superior importance of our eom- 
mercial connexion with her, and for exclaiming 
against the illiberal and oppressive polivy of Great 
Britain, and for represeating our iutereourse with 
her as secondary in consequence and utility? 
There is none. Itis altogether a deception, which 
has been long successfully practised upon the peo- . 
ple of the United States, and which it is high time 
we should uumask. If we pass from the fact of 
the footing of vur commerce with France and 
Great Britaiu to the priuciples and motives of 
their respective systems, we shall find as little 
room for eulogium on the one as censure on the 
other, Candor will assign to both the same sta- 
tion in our good or bad opinion. Both, like other 
nations, have aimed at securing the greatest pos. 
sible portion of benefit to themselves, with no 
greater concession to our interests than was sup- 
posed to coincide with their own. The Colonial 
systems of France is the great theme of the plaud- 
its of her partisans. The detail already entered 
into respecting it will now be rurther elucidated 
by a concise view of its general principles and 
progress. An ordinance of the year 1727, like the 
British Navigation Act, had given to the mother 
country a monopoly of the trade of the Colonies, 
and had entirely excluded foreigners from it, Ex- 
perience having shown, as we learn from an ordi- 
nance of August 30, 1784, that it was necessary to 
moderate the rigor of that system, small relaxa- 
tions from time to time acéordingly took place; 
and, by the ordinance just mentioned. more im- 
portant alterations were made. That ordinance 
establishes several fees ports ia the Freneh islands: 
one at St. Lacie, one at Martinique, one at Gua- 
daloupe, one at Tobivo, and three at St. Domingo, 
and grants permission, “till the King should please 
otherwise to ordain,” to foreign vessels of at least 
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sixty tons burden, to carry to those free ports 
wood. of all kinds, pit coal, live animals, sulted 
beef, but not pork, salted cod fish, rice, Indian 
corn, vegetables, green hides in the hair or tanned, 
peltry, ‘turpentine, and tar, and to take from the 
same ports molasses, rum, and merchandises, which 
had been imported from France, charging the arti- 
cles which are permitted to be imported with the 
duties stated in the table. The steps which suc- 
ceeded that ordinance, calculated to narrow its 
operation in regard to the articles of fish, have been 
already noted so particularly as to render a reca- 
pitulation unnecessary. It is sufficient to repeat 
that they manifested on this point a decided dis- 
position to exclude, as far as possible, foreign from 
a competition with their own fish. It appears, 
then, that the general principle of the Colony sys- 
tem of France, like that of Great Britain, was a 
system of monopoly, and that some temporary 
deviations from it were from time to time made, 
from necessity or the force of circumstances, In 
like manner the Navigation Act of Great Britain 
gives the mother country a monopoly of the trade 
of her Colonies, not only as to navigation, but as 
to supply ; but the force of circumstances has led 
to some deviations. The deviations of France 
have extended partially to navigation, as well as 
to supply. Those of Great Britain have extended 
further than those of France, as to supply, but 
have been narrower as to navigation, Neither, 
however, has deviated further than particular situ- 
ation dictated, Great Britain has been less relaxed 
on the article of navigation than France, because 
the means ef navigation possessed by the former 
were more adequate than those possessed by the 
latter. France has been more restrictive on the 
article of exports than Great Britain, because her 
home market was more adequate to the consump- 
tion of the productions of her islands than that of 
Great Britain to those of her islands, and because 
the latter found advantages in allowing a free ex- 
ort to the United States as an article of exchange. 
“ranee permitted the introduction of salted beef 
and fish into her islands, because she could not 
sufficiently furnish those articles herself’; she pro- 
hibited flour and pork, because she thought herself 
competent to the supply of them. Great Britain 
prohibited fish, because she knew herself able to 
furnish it, and, like France, was jealous of an in- 
terference witn her fisheries, as a main support of 
her navigation. She permitted flour, because she 
knew herself unable to supply it. As far as the 
measures of France may have had a eoneiljatory 
aspect towards this country, she was influenced 
by the desire of sharing more largely in our trade, 
and diverting it more from her ancient rival. As 
far as the measures of Great Britain may have 
made any concession to us, they have proceeded 
from a sense of our importance to her as a cus- 
tomer, from the utility of our supplies to her, from 
a conviction that it was necessary to facilitate to 
us the means of re-exchange; that it was better 
to take our commodities which were paid for in 
commodities, than those of other countries which 
she might have to pay for in speele; that it was 
good policy te give us some duuccur, as well to 


hinder our commerce from running into another 
channel, as to prevent collisions which might be 
mutually injurious. These are the true features of 
the systems of both countries, as to motives. If we 
are unprejudiced we shall see in neither of them 
either enmity or particular friendship; but we shall 
see in both a predominant principle of self-interest, 
the universal rule of national conduct. 

Having completed my comparison of the two 
systems of France and Great Britain towards this 
country, I shall now extend it to those of other 
countries, in order to mark the principal differ- 
ences. 

[Here Mr. Smıru described the situation of our 
commercial relations with the United Nether- 
lands, Sweden, Spain, Portugal, and Denmark, 
and drew the conclusion that the system of Great 
Britain, not only as compared with that of France, 
wag entitled to our preference, but that it was also 
greatly to be preferred to that of all the before- 
mentioned nations, except, perhaps, thé United 
Netherlands.] He then. continued his speech as 
follows: 

From the view which has been taken, this ge- 
neral reflection results, that the system of every 
country is selfish according to its circumstunces, 
and contains all those restrictions and exclusions 
which it deems useful to its own interest. Be- 
sides this, a desire to secure to the mother country 
a monopoly of the trade of its Colonies, is a predo- 
minant feature in the system of almost every 
country in Europe. Nor is it without foundation 
in reason. Colonies, especially small islands, are 
usually maintained and defended at the expense 
of the mother country, and it seems a natural re- 
compense for that service, that the mother country 
should ‘enjoy, exclusively of other nations, the be- 
nefit of trade with its Colonies, This was thought 
reasonable by the United States, while Colonies, 
even after their disputes on the point of taxation 
had begun; and however the queation. may stand 
between the mother country and its Colonies, be- 
tween the former and foreign nations, it is not 
easy to see how the equity of the exclusion can be 
contested. At any rate, its being the moat pre- 
vailing system of nations having Colonies, there is 
no room for acrimony against a particular one 
that pursues it. This ought not to dissuade the 
United States from availing itself of every just 
and proper influence to guin admission into the 
Colony trade of the nations concerned; but this 
object ought to be pursued with moderation, not 
under the instigation of a sense of injury, but on 
the ground of temperate negotiation and reasona- 
ble equivalent, 

These observations ought to produce two effects, 
to moderate our resentments against particular 
nations and our partialities for others, and to evince 
the impractivability and Quixotism of an attempt 
by violence, on the part of this young country, to 
break through the feiters which the universal po- 
licy of nations imposes on their intercourse with 
each other. f 

Our moderation in this respect ought to be ex- 
cited by another reflection—does not our own sys- 
tem present a number of exclusions and restrictions 
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similar to those of which we complain? Let us 
look into our impost and tonnage acts; do they 
not exhibit'a number of instances of duties pro- 
hibitory in their principle and extent? Do they 
not, by additional dutics on foreign vesscls and on 
goods brought in foreign vessels, secure a decided 
superiority to our ships in the navigation between 
this country and all those to which they are per- 
mitted to go? If duties on goods of one country, 
imported into another, are oppressions and griev- 
ances, (as the Secretary of State scems frequently 
to suppose,) how few are the foreign articles brought 
into the United States, on which considerable du- 
ties are not laid. 

The Secretary of State, after pointing out the cx- 
clusions, restrictions, and burdens, which prevent 
our enjoying all the advantages which we could de- 
sire in the trade with foreign countries, proceeds to 
indicate the remedies; these are counter-exclusions, 
restrictions, and burdens. 

The reason of tne thing and the gencral observa- 
tions of the Secretary of State, would extend the re- 
culations to be adopted to all the nations with whom 
we have connexions in trade; but his conclusion 
would seem to confine them to Great Britain, on 
the suggestion that she alone has declined friendly 
arrangements by treaty, and that there is no reason 
to conclude, that friendly arrangements would be 
declined by other nations. 

The suggestion with regard to great Britain, ap- 
pears not to he well founded, if we are to judge 
from the correspondence of the British Minister, 
Mr. Hammond, communicated by the Present 
to the House. Mr. Jefferson asks him if he is 
empowered to treat on the subject of commerce; 
he replicy, that he is fully authorized to enter into 
a negotiation for that purpose, though not as yct 
empowered to conclude. Upon further difficulty 
and objection on the part of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. 
[fainmond renews his assurance of his competency 
to enter on a negotiation, which he rests on his 
commission, as Minister Plenipotentiary, and his 
instructions; Mr. Jefferson requires a communica- 
tion of his full powers for that purpose, and de- 
clines the negotiation. This was by no construction 
a declining on the part of the British Minister. 
Forms were the obstacle with the Secretary of State, 
whose zeal, at best, was not greater than Mr. Ham- 
moud’s. 

But with regard to Spain, these observations oc- 
cur. <A secret article with France, stipulated for 
Spain a right to become a party to our commer- 
cial treaty with France, on the same terms. She 
has never availed herself of the right. Do we 
not know, that measures have been since pursued 
towards forming a treaty of commerce with her? 
Do we not know that none has been formed? 
Have we not reason to suspect, that such a treaty, 
on eligible terms, could not be obtained but ata 
price which we should be unwilling to pay for it? 
Have no measures been pursued towards effecting 
a commercial treaty with a power so interesting to 
us as Portugal? What was the object of sending 
a Minister there? [low happens it, that there is 
no return? Is not there reason to conclude, from 
the long delay, that there are serious ohstacles to 


the forming a proper treaty of commerce with that 
nation? 

Why, then, is Great Britain sclected, but that it 
is most in unison with our passions to enter into 
collisions with her? 

If retaliations for restrictions, exclusions, and 
burdens, are to take place, they ought to be dealt 
out, with a proportional hand, to all those from 
whom they are experienced. This, justice and 
an inoffensive conduct, require. If, suffering equal 
impediments to our trade from one Power as an- 
other, we rataliate on one anc not on another, we 
manifest that we are governed by a spirit of hos- 
tility towards the Power agaiust whom our retali- 
ation is directed, and we ought to count upon a 
reciprocation of that spirit. If, suffering fewer 
from one than from another, we retaliate only on 
tbat party from whom we suffer least, the spirit of 
enmity, by which we were actuated, becomes 
more uncquivocal. If, receiving a positively bet- 
ter treatment from one than another, we deal most 
harshly towards that Power which treats us best, 
will it be an evidence either of justice or modera- 
tion? Will it not be a proof either of caprice, 
or of a hatred and aversion, of a nature to over- 
rule the considerations both of equity and pru- 
dence? 

Whatever questions may be raised about the 
preference due to the British commercial system, 
as compared with that of France, there can be 
none, comparing it either with that of Spain or 
Portugal. 

Where, then, is the justification of the attempt to 
produce a war of commercial regulations with Great 
Britain, passing over greater objections to the policy 
observed towards us by other nations ? 

Commercial regulations ought to be bottomed 
on commercial motives; but, if political grievances 
are to be implicated, is there no Power proposed to 
be exempted, of whom we have cause to com- 
plain ? 

The propositions, (which may be considered as a 
commentary on the report,) do every thing but name 
Great Britain. Professedly confined to the Powers 
with whom we have no treaties of commerce, the 
articles selected, as the objects of regulation, have 
scarcely any application but to Great Britain. This 
is but a flimsy cover; the design will be mistaken 
by no one, and there would have been much more 
dignity in naming the party with whom it was 
ineant to contend. 

The idea of an apportionment of retaliation to 
grievance is rendered impossible by our treaties. 
These contain precise stipulations of mutual pri- 
vileges, and in cach case the general principle of 
the party being on the footing of the most favored 
nation. 

But at least it might be done with regard to the 
Powers with whom we have no treaties, and the 
not proposing it will be considered as a clear proof 
that the ostensible object is one thing, the real ob- 
ject another. 

Will it be believed out of doors that all this pro- 
ceeds from a pure zeal for the advancement of 
commerce and navigation? Have the views of 
our public councils been uniform on this point? 
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| to Great Britain ; they now take off near three mil- 


Have they never contributed to those favorable op- 
portunities for making such a treaty, by recalling 
powers for that purpose once given, by defeating 
efforts made to send them when they might have 
been useful? 

Whatever may be the motive, the operation may 
clearly be pronounced to be a phenomenon ia poli- 


| lions in her manufactures, and by the progress of 
| their population, which is likely to exceed that of 
their manufactures, the probability is, that their 
inportance as a customer will increase, every year; 
their importance to Great Britain, as a source of 
supply, is not less than as a customer for her ma- 


tical history—a Government attempting to aid com- | nufactures; the articles with which they furnish 
merce by throwing it into confusion; by obstruct- | her, are those of prime necessity, consisting of the 
ing the most precious channels in which it Hows, ! means of subsistence, and the materials for ship- 
under the pretence of making it How more freely ; | building and manufactures, while the articles we 
by damming up the best outlet for the surplus com- | derive from her, are mostly those of convenience 
modities of the country, and the best inlet for the | and luxury; her supplies to us are therefore less 
supplies of which it stands in need; by disturbing, | uscful than ours to her; that it would be contrary 
without temptation, a beneficial course of things, | to all good policy in Great Britain, to hazard the 
in an experiment precarious, if not desperate; by; turning of a commerce so beneficial, into other 
arresting the current of a prosperous and progres- | channels; besides all this, Great Britain is immers- 
sive navigation, to transfer it to other countries, | ed in debt, and in a state of decrepitude ; derange- 
and by making all this wild work in the blameable, | ment of our commerce with ber, would endanger a 
but feeble attempt to build up the manfactures and | shock to the whole fabric of her credit, and by af- 
trade of another country at the expense of the Uni- | fecting injuriously the interests of a great portion 


ted States, 

Let us take a closer view of the project. It has 
been proved that it does not rest on a basis of dis- 
tributive justice, and observations have heen made 
to evince its impolicy. But this demands a more 
critical examination. 

Let it be premised, that it is a project calculated 
to disturb the existing course of three-fourths of our 
import trade, two-fifths of onr export trade, and the 
means on which depeud two-thirds, at least, of our 
revenues. 

To be politic, therefore, it ought to unite these 
different ingredients : 

i First. Au object of adequate utility to the coun- 
ry. 
Second. A moral certainty, at least, of success. 

Third. An assurance that the advantage likely 
to be obtained is not overbalanced by the incouve- 
niences likely to be incurred, and as an equivalent 
for the jeopardy to which advantages in our pos- 
session are exposed. 

1st. The direct object professed to be aimed at, 
is a freer trade with Great Britain, and access to 
her West India Islands, in our own ships. A col- 
lateral one, the success of which seems most relied 
on, is to transfer a part of our too great trade 
with Great Britain to other nations, particularly 
France. 

The first is no doubt an object of real magni- 
tude, worthy of every reasonable and promising 
excrtion. The second, in thie single light of ob- 
viating a too great dependence for supply on one 
nation, is not unworthy of attention, but, as before 
observed, it ought only to be aimed at by expedi- 
ents neither embarrassing nor expensive; it is a 
very insuflicient object to be pursued cither at 
hazard or expense to the people of the United 
States. It has been already shown, that to pur- 
sue it, either hy prohibitions or partial increase of 
otis would be a cestly undertaking to this coun- 

ry. 

2d. The second ingredient is, “a moral certain- 
ty of success.” The argument used to prove the 
probability, nay, the certainty ef success, is this: 
the United States are 2 most important customer 


| of her mercantile body, and by throwing out of 
employ a large number of her manufacturers, would 
raise a clamor against. the Ministry too loud and too 
extensive to be resisted; and that they would 
consequently be compelled, by the weight of these 
considerations, to yield to our wishes. 

Tt is as great an error in the Councils of a country 
to over-rate as to under rate its importance, The 
foregoing argument docs this, and it docs it in de- 
fiance of experience. Similar arguments were for- 
merly used in favor of a non-importation scheme ; 
the same consequences now foretold, were then pre- 
dicted in the most sanguine manner ; but the pre- 
diction was not fulfilled. This iL would seem, ought 
to be a caution tv us now, and ought to warn us 
against relying upon the like effects, promised from 
a measure of much less force, namely, an increase 

! of duties, i 

Tf our calculations are made on the ordinary 
course of the human passions, or on a just estimate 
of relative advantages for the contest proposed, we 
shall not be sanguine in expecting that the victory 
will be readily yielded to us, or that it will be easily 
obtained, 

The Navigation Act of Great Britain, the princi- 
ples of which exclude us from the advantages we 
wish to enjoy, is deemed by English politicians, 
as the palladiuin of her riches, greatness, and sc- 

curity. 

After having cherished it for such a long snc- 
cession of years, after having repeatedly hazarded 
much for the maintenance of it, with so strong a 
conviction of its immense importance, is it at all 
probable that she would surrender it to us without 
a struggle—that she would permit us to extort the 
abandoninent of it from her without a serious trial 
of strength ? 
| Prejudices riveted by time and habit, opinions 

fixed by long experience of advantages, a sense of 
interest, irritated pride, a spirit of resentment at 
the attempt, all these strong circumstances would 
undoubtedly prompt to resistance. It would be 
felt, that if a concession were made to us upon the 
strength of endeavors to extort it, the whole sys- 
‘tem must be renounced; it would be perccived 
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that the way having been once successfully pointed 
out to other nations, would not fail to be followed, | 
and that a surrender to one would be a surrender | 
to all. 

Resistance, therefore, would certainly follow in 
one or other mode, a war of arms, or of commercial | 
regulations. 

If the first should be determined upon, it would 
not be difficult for Great Britain to persuade the 
other Powers with whom she is united, that they 
ought to make common cause with her. She f 
would represent that our regulations were in fact 
only a covert method of taking part in the war by 
embarrassing her, and that it was the interest of 
the cause in which they were combined, to frustrate 
our attempts. 

If war could be foreseen as the certain conse- 
quence of the experiment proposed to be made, no 
arguments would be necessary to dissuade from it. 
Every body would be sensible that more was to be ı 
lost than gained, and that so great a hazard ought 
not to be run. 

But we are assured that there is no danger of 
this consequence, that no nation would have a | 
right to take umbrage at any regulations we 
should adopt with regard to our own trade, and 
that Great Britain’ would take care how she put j 
to risk so much as she would hazard by a quarrel | 
with us. 

All this is far more plausible than solid. Fx- 
perience has proved to us that the Councils of that 
country are influenced by passion as well as our 
own. If we should seize the present moment to 
attack her in a point where she is peculiarly sus- 
ceptible, she would be apt to regard it as 2 mark 
of determined hostility. This would naturally 
tend to kindle those sparks of enmity which are al- 
leged to exist on her side. War is as often the re- 
sult of resentment as of calculation. A direct and 
immediate war between us would not be surpris- 
ing; but if this should not take place, mutual ill 
offices and irritations, which naturally grow out of 
such a state of things, would be apt quickly to lead 
to it. Insults and aggressions might become so 
multiplied and open as not to permit forbearance 
on cither side. * 

It would be a calculation with Great Britain whe- 
ther she could best oppose us by retaliating regula- 
tions, or by arms. 

As circumstances at the moment of deliberation 
should point, according to the then view of pro- 
babilities, would be the result. The decision may 
be in favor of war, under the idea that its distresses 
might induce us to enter into a commercial treaty 
upon her own terms; who can pronounce that 
this would not be the result, when it is considered 
that she is likely to be aided by so many other 
maritime powers now in her connexion ? 

Tet us, however, take it for granted, that she 
would prefer the other course, that of retaliating 
regulations; how will the contest stand? The 
proportion of the whole exports of Great Britain, 
which comes to the United States, is about one- 
fifth; the proportion of our exports, which goes to 
Great Britain, ig about one-eighth of the whole | 
amount of her imports. Taking the mean of these 
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proportions of imports and exports, the proportion 
which our trade with Great Britain bears to the 
totality of her trade is about one-sixth. 

The proportion of imports from the dominions 
of Great Britain into the United States, may be 
stated at three-fourths of our whole importation ; 
the proportion which our exports to the same do- 
minions bears to our total exportation may be 
stated at two-filths; taking the mean of those two, 
(he proportion which our trade with Great Britain 
bears to our whole trade is something more than 
one-half. 

Tt follows, then, thal while a commercial warfare 
with Great Britain would disturb the course of 
about one-sixth of her trade, it would disturb the 
course of more than one-half of ours. 

This much greater proportional derangement of 
our trade than of hers by a contest, is a mathema- 
tical demonstration that the contest would be un- 
equal on our part; that we should put more to 


| hazard than Great Britain would do; should be 


likely to suffer greater inconvenience than her, and 
consequently, (the resolution and perseverance of 
the two parties being supposed equal,) would be 
soonest induced to abandon the contest. 

The inequality of the contest is evinced by these 
further considerations. ‘The capital of Great Bri- 
tain is greater in proportion to numbers than ours 
A manufacturing, as well as an agricultural na- 
tion, the objects of her industry and the materials 
of her trade areas much diversified as can be well 
conceived, while ours are few and simple. The 
habits of her people adinit of her bringing into ac- 
tion every source of revenue which she possesses, 
while those of ours embarrass the Government at 
every step, aud would render substitutes for the 
existing ones extremely difficult. The Govern- 
ment of Great Britain has all the energy which can 
be derived either from the nature of a Govern- 
ment, or from long habits of obedience in the pco- 
ple, while ours is in its infancy—neither confirmed 
by age nor habit, and with many circumstances to 
lessen its foree. No one can but be sensible, that 
in proportion to the capital of a merchant or 
a nation, is the faculty to endure partial derange- 
ments to the trade carricd on by the one or the 
other; that in proportion to the diversity of ob- 
jects which a merchant or a nation can bring to 
market, is the faculty to find new resources of 
trade, and to bear the temporary suspension of 
existing ones; that in proportion to the habitude 
of a nation to endure taxation, is the facility of a 
Government to find substitutes for revenucs lost; 
that in proportion to the energy of a Government 
and the habits of obedience of a people, is the 
chance of perseverance on the part of such Govern- 
ment, in measures producing inconveniences to the 
community. 

Great Britain then would have less to resist and 
more means of restslance than the United Stales; 
the United States more to resist and less means of 
resistance than Great Britain, Which party are 


the chances against in such a contest? Can any 
one say that the United States ought, In such a 


comparative situation, to count on success in an 
experiment likeythat proposed, with; suficient as- 
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surance to be justified in hazarding upon it so great 
a derangement of its affairs, as may result from 
the measure ? 

The main argument for the chance of success, 
is, that our supplies to Great Britain are more 
necessary to her than hers to us. But this isa 
position which our self-love gives more credit to 
than facts will altogether authorize. Well-in- 
formed men in other countries, (whose opportuni- 
ties of information are at least as good as ours.) 
affirm, that Great Britain can obtain a supply of | 
most of the articles she obtains from us, as cheap 
and of as good a quality elsewhere, with ouly two | 
exceptions, namely, tobaceo and grain, and the 
latter is only occasionally wanted; a considerable 
substitute for our tobacco, though not of equal 
quality, may be had elsewhere; and even admit- 
ting this position to be too strongly stated, yet 
there is no good reason to doubt that it is in a great 
degree truc. The Colonics of the different Euro- 

ean Powers on this Contincnt, some countrics on 
the Mcditerranean, and the Northern countrics of 
Europe, are in situations adapted to becoming our 
competitors. 

On the other haud, the wanufactured articles 
which we do not make ourselves, (the greatest 
part of which are, in civilized countries, necessa- 
ries,) are as important to us as our materials for 
manufacture (the only articles for which her de- 
mand is constant,) are to Great Britain. The po- 
sition is as true, that no other nation can supply 
us as well as that country, with several essential 
articles which we want, as that no nation can sup- 
ply her equally well with certain articles which 
she takes from us; and as to other articles of sub- 
sistence, it is certain that our demand for manu- 
factured supplies is more constantly urgent than 
her demand for those articles. Where, indeed, 
shall we find a substitute for the vast supply of 
manufactures which we get from that country ? 
No gentleman will say that we can suddenly re- 
place them by our manufactures, or that this, if 
practicable, could be done without a violent dis- 
tortion of the natural course of our industry. A 
substitute of our own being out of the question, 
where else shall we find one ? 

France was the Power which could best have 
filled any chasm that might have been created. 
But this is no longer the case. It is undeniable 
that the money capitals of that country have been 
essentially destroyed; that manufacturing esta- 
blishments, except those for war, have been essen | 
tially deranged. The destruction to which Lyons | 
appears to be doomed, is a severe blow to the ma- 
nufactures of France; that city, second in import- 
ance, in all respects, was perhaps the first in ma- 
nufacturing importance. lt is more than proba- 
ble that France, for jears to come, will herself 
want a foreign supply of manufactured articles. 

At a moment, then, when the manufactures of 
Great Britain have become more necessary than 
ever to us, can we expect to succeed in a contest 
which supposes that we can dispense with them ? 

It may be said that the resolutions proposed do 
not suppose this; but they do suppose it, for they 
ought to proceed upon the possibility, nay, proba- 
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bility, that a system of commercial retaliation 
will be adopted by Great Britain, in which case 
we must inevitably sustain a defeat, if we cannot 
dispense both with her supplies and with her mar- 
ket for our supplies. 

Will it be answered that her manufactures will 
find their way to us circuitously, and our supplies 
to her in like manner? If so, what are our regula- 
tions to produce but distress and loss to us? The 
manufactures of Great Britain will still be con- 
sumed, and our materials will still nourish those 
manufactures. 

The manufactures we take from her being less 
bulky than the supplies we scnd her, the charges 
of a cirenitous transportation would be less than 
those of a like transportation of our commodities. 
In all the cases, therefore, in which those charges 
fall upon her, they would be lighter than in the 
cases in which the latter charges fell upon us. 
Moreover, as the articles of Great Britain would 
mect less competition in our markets than ours in 
hers, the increased charges on her manufactures 
would much oftener fall upon us than thosc upon 
our materials would fall upon her. So that both 
ways we should sustain loss. ; 

Bul, it may be asked, what are the regulations 
Great Britain could adopt to counteract ours? I 
answer, she could, (among other conceivable 
things,) prohibit or lay prohibitory duties on her 
commodities to this country, and on ours to her, 
in our bottoms; and she might, in addition, tem- 
porarily grant the same privileges to Dutch or other 
friendly bottoms which are now granted to those 
of the United States in the trade between us and 
herself; or she might go no further in this particu- 
lar than to permit the importation of our commo- 
dities in some of those bottoms. This, it is true, 
would be a departure from the system of her Na- 
vigation Act; but when the question was, whether 
she should surrender it permanently to us by ex- 
tortion, or temporarily to a Power more fricndly 
to her, till the issue of the experiment could be 
decided, who can doubt what would be the course 
which interest and resentment would dictate ? 

But there are numerous other regulations which 
could be adopted, and which, equally with the 
foregoing, would have the effect of transferring 
the trade between the two countries to the man- 
agement of some third party; for, after all, it is 
not improbable this will be the result of the con- 
test, that, instead of the United States and Great 
Britain carrying on jointly as they now do the 
trade between the two countries, it will be carricd 
on cither directly or circuitously by some third 
Power, more to our detriment than to that of 
Great Britain. 

The manufactures of that country will get to us 
nearly in the same quantities they now do, with 
the disadvantage of additional charges. Such of 
our commodities as she cannot have of equal qual- 
ity elsewhere, will get to her also. The rest will 
be supplanted by the like commodities of other 
nations, and we shall lose the best market we have 
for them. Those who advocate the s} stem of conten- 
tion, should tell us where a substitute will be found. 
‘The merchants, who kuow that it is now difficult 
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enough to find markets for our surplus commodi- 
ties—-that France, in ordinary times, affords a very 
contracted one, and that the French West Indies 
are not likely, in settled times, to be as good cus- 
tomers as they have been for some time past, can- 
not desire to see the sphere abridged, and our 
landholders will quickly reprobate the plan. 

Thus, it appears, that the contest would be like- 
ly to issue against us, and to end in defeat and 
disgrace. 

What would be our situation if we should make 
an attempt of the hind and fail in it? Our trade 
would then truly be in the power and at the dis- 
posal of Great Britain. 

3d. The third ingredient stated, as necessary to 
justify the proposed attempt, is this: that the pros- 
pect of advantages should be at least an equivalent 
for those in possession, which would be put in 
jeopardy by the experiment. 

lt has been shown, that in fact there is no real 
prospect of advantage, but a considerable one of in- 
convenience and loss. This puts an end to com- 
parison. But it may be added, that our situation 
is precisely such an one as to forbid experiments. 


Tt is so, from the stage at which we are, as a peo- | 


ple, too little advanced, too little matured for 
hazardous experiments of any sort. 

This is not all; our general situation at this 
time is an eligible one; we are making as rapid a 
progress in most of the great branches of political 
prosperity as we can reasonably desire, and it 
wonld be imprudent to hazard such a situation, 
upon precarious speculations of greater advantage. 
The prosperity of a nation is not a plant to thrive 
in a hot-bed; moderation in this respect is the 
truest wisdom; it is so plain a path, that it requircs 
a peculiar sublimation of ideas to deviate from it. 

It is agreed on all hands, that all our great na- 
tional interests, our population, agriculture, manu- 
factures, commerce, and our navigation, are in a 
thriving and progressive slate, advancing faster 
than was to have been expected, and as fast as can 
reasonably be desired. 

Our navigation, in the short space of three years, 
ending the 31st of December, 1792, has increased 
in the ratio of nearly one fifth. 

The proportions of our tonnage have been as 
follows: In 1790, 479,091 tons; in 1791, 501,790 
tons; in 1792, 568,283 tons; showing an increase 
of 89,192 tons. 

The proportion of foreign tonnage during the 
same years, has been: in 1790, 258,919 tons; in 
1791, 240,799 tons; in 1792, 244,263 tons; show- 
ing a decrease of 14,656 tons. This proves that our 
present system is highly favorable to the increase 
of our navigation, and that we are gradually sup- 
planting foreigners. 

The truth is, that the difference in the tonnage 
duty, and the addition of one-tenth upon the du- 
ties on goods imported in forcign bottoms, is a 
powerful encouragement to our shipping, and as 
it has not been of a magnitude to excite retalia- 
tion, itis much more likely to promote the inter- 
ests of our navigation, than violent measures, 
which would compel to retaliation; prudence ad 
monishes us to stop where we arc, for the present, 


rather than risk the advantages we posscss, in 
trials of strength, that never fail to injure more or 
less both parties. 

If we turn from our shipping to our agriculture, 
we shall find no reason to be dissatisfied. 

The amount of our exports for the year ending 
the 30th of September, 1792, as appears by the 
last return of exports to this Ilouse, excceded the 
two preceding ycars by $589,601 16. It exceeded 
the mean of the two preceding years, by $1,597- 
983 36. Our revenues are unquestionably more 
productive than was looked for. Those from im- 
ports have exceeded, in a year, $4,600,000. Of 
the increase of our manufactures, we have no pre- 
cise standard, but those who attend most to the 
subject entertain no doubt that they are pro- 
gressive. 

This certainly is not a state of things that invites 
to hazardous experiments. These are perhaps 
never justifiable, but when the affairs of a nation 
are in an unprosperous train. 

We experience, indeed, some embarrassments 
from the effects of the European war, but these are 
temporary, and will cease with that war, which of 
itself offers us some indemnifications, J mean a freer 
trade to the West Indies. 

I am greatly mistaken if the considerations, 
which have been suggested, do not conclusively 
prove the impolicy of the plan which is now re- 
commended for onr adoption. So strong and de- 
cided is my own conviction, that I cannot but per- 
snade myself, that of the Committee will lead to its 
rejection. A few miscellaneous observations will 
conclude what I have to offer on this very interest- 
ing subject. 

First. It has been madc an objection to the pre- 
sent footing on which our trade is with Great 
Britain, that it is regulated by annual proclama- 
tion of the Executive, instead of a permanent law. 
This was at first laid down by the Secretary of 
State in terms so general as to include the West 
Indies ; but he has since corrected the error, and 
told us that our trade with the British West Indies 
is regulated by a standing law. The fact itself, 
nevertheless, is of no real importance. ‘The actual 
footing, on which we are placed, is the only mate- 
rial point; the mode of doing it is of little conse- 
quence. The annual proclamation of the British 
| Executive is equivalent to the decree, revocable at 

pleasure, of any single Legislator, of the Monarch 
of Spain or Portugal, and it may be added, of the 
French Convention, which, though a numerous 
body, yet forming only one Assembly, without 
cheeks, is as liable to fluctuation as a single Legis- 
lator; and, in fact, its resolutions have been found 
as fickle and variable, as it was possible for the 
resolutions of any single person to be, To prove 
this, if proof were required, it would be only ne- 
cessary to refer to the frequent changes in the re- 
gulations they have made with regard to the trade 
of this countrr—to day one thing, to-morrow ano- 
ther. Instability is more applicable to no political 
institution than to a Legislature, consisting of a 
single popular Assembly, 

Second. The additional duties proposed, are ob- 
jectionable, because the existing duties are already, 
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generally speaking, high cnough fer the state o But I answer further, that we ought with great 
our mercantile capital and the safety of collection. caution to attempt any thing at a future day, till 
They are near twenty per cenium on an average, ; we have acquired a maturity which will enable 
upon the value of the objects on which they are | us to act with greater effect, and to brave the con- 
laid; higher than the duties of several countries, | sequences, even if they should amount to war, and 
and high enough for our present condition. To| till we have secured more adequate means of in- 
augment the rates materially will be in the abstract | ternal supply ; to which point we should bend our 
to oppress trade; for we must have for cur con- | ¢fforts, as the only rational and safe expedicnt, in 
sumption the manufactures of the country on| our present circumstances, for counteracting the 
which they are proposed to be laid. effects of the spirit of monopoly, which more or 
Third. To serve as a contrast to the conduct of | less tinctures not the system of Great Britain 
Great Britain, we are told of the liberal over-| merely, but that of all Furope. But this it seems 
tures for a commercial treaty lately made by, is not the favorite course, it is not high seasoned 
France. | enough for our political palate; we not only turn 
Tt has been already remarked, that the conduct aside from it with neglect, but we object away the 
of France towards us since the commencement of | plainest provisions of the Constitution to disable 
the Revolution, is no basis of reasoning; it bas onrselves from pursuing it. 
undergone as wany revolutions as their political! Every year, for years to come, will make us a 
systems; their measures at one period, with re-| more important customer to Great Britain, and a 
spect to our tobacco, were of a complexion pecu-| more important. furnisher of what she wants. If 
liarly hostile to us. The duty of twenty five | this does not lead to such a treaty of commerce 
livres per quintal on that article, carried in wur as we desire, the period is not very distant when 
bottoms to France, and of only eighteen livres fi- | we may insist with much better effect on what 
teen sous on the same article, carried in French | we desire, without any thing like the same degree 
bottoms, amounted to a complete prohibition to; of hazard. This last observation is not meant to 
carry our tobacco in our own bottoms. be confined to Great Britain, but fo extend to any 
The duly of twenty-five livres per quintal on other Power, as far as the stipulations of treaty 
foreign fish is another important instance of seve- | may permit. 
rity of regulations, a duty admitted by the Seere-| Wisdom admonishes us to be patient, “to make 
tary of State to be prohibitory. haste slowly.” Our progress is and will be rapid 
{f there have been regulations and propositions | enough, if we do not throw away our advantages. 
of a more favorable nature, they are to be as-| Why should we be more susceptible than all the 
cribed to causes of the moment. During the con- | world? Why should this young country throw 
tinuance of the Revolution, it is of necessity that) down the gauntlet in favor of free trade against the 
we have carte blanche in the French West Indies.: world? There may be spirit in it, but there will 
We know that we are getting admission into the| certainly not be prudence. 
British and Spanish Islands also. But again it may be asked, shall we put nations, 
And as the overtures for a permanent system, | disposed to a more liberal system, upon the same 
Mr. Gonet’s instructions, published by him, ex-| footing with those differently disposed? Will not 
plain the object. Privileges of trade in the West! this tend to produce an unfriendly treatment from 
India islands are to be the price of our becoming | all? 
a party in the war. The declamations against the} T answer, first, that I think it has been proved, 
libcrticide maxims of the ancient Government, and | the nation against which we have been invited 
in favor of free principles of commerce, resolve principally to aim our artillery, treats us with at 
themselves into this, This is a bargain which I| least as much liberality as other nations, I mean in 
trust a majority of this House will not be willing to | a commercial sense. 
make. I am sure our constituents would not I answer, secondly, that if there be nations, 
thank us for it. who are scriously disposed to establish with us 
But it may be asked, are we to sit with folded | more frec and beneficial principles of trade, the path 
arms aud tamely submit to all oppressions, restric- : is plain; let treaties be formed, fixing upon a solid 
tions, and exclusions to which our trade is subject; basis the privileges which we are to enjoy, and the 
if not, what are we to do? answer, nothing cer- i equivalent. Ihave no objection to granting grcater 
tainly at the present juncture. If the foundation privileges to one Power than to another, if it can 
of the question were more solid than I believe it be put on a stable foundation of contract, asccr- 
to be, candidly and dispassionately considered, taining the boon and the equivalent. But I think 
this is of all moments the most uufavorable for an, it folly to be granting voluntary boons at the 
experiment. Any movement of the kind would, ! expense of the United States without equivalent. 
as before observed, be construed into a political j The mode of treaty secures the ground; it is in- 
manoeuvre and an attempt to embarrass one of the; offensive to any third Power. Onr reply to ob- 
belligerent Powers, and would interest the feelings jections would in that case be, “here is the price 
of all those united with her, producing consc- j to us clearly defined and fixed by treaty, for which 
quently either war or additional trammels in every! we grant the greater advantages of which you 
quarter upon our trade; besides the weighty argu- | complain: give us the price, and the like advan- 
ment, that the great source of subsidiary supply Lo, tages are yours.” But capriciously to grant greater 
which we might have heretofore looked has been | privileges by Jaw to one nation than to another, 
obstructed. when, upon a fair comparison, we are not better 
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treated by one than by another, is neither equita- 
ble, politic, nor safe. 

Let us then leave changes for the present to the 
course of national treaties, and continue to proceed 
in the path in which we have hitherto found pros- 
perity and safety. 

When Mr. Syira had concluded, the Committee 
rose, and had leave to sit again. 


Tvespay, January 14. 
COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the Report of the Secretary 


| tonnage was but 95,266 tons; at the end of it, 
i 1,136,162. 
As another illustration, he mentioned the case 
where two countries happened to be in such a re- 
| lation to each other, that the one, by discouraging 
the manufactures of the other, might not only in- 
| vigorate its own, but transplant the manufacturers 
‘themselves. Here the gain would be a clear one, 
and the effect evidently consistent with the princi- 
ple of the theory. 

To allow trade to regulate itself is not, therefore, 
to be admitted as a maxim universally sound. 
Our own experience has taught us that, in certain 
| cases, it is the same thing with allowing one na- 


of State on the privileges and restrictions on the | tion to regulate it for another. Were the United 
commerce of the United States in foreign countries ; | States, in fact, in commercial intercourse with one 
when Mr. Mapison rose in reply to Mr. Smita, of | nation only, and to oppose no restrictions whatever 


South Carolina. i 
Mr. M. began by observing that he had expected, 


i to a system of foreign restrictions, they would, of 
necessity, be deprived of all share in the carriage, 


from what was intimated yesterday, the sequel of although their vessels might he able to do it cheap- 


what was then said against the resolutions before 
the Committee; but, as there was a silence in that 


quarter, and no other member hag risen on either į posed to attack. 


est, as well as of the only resources for defence on" 
that side where they must always be most ex- 
A small burden only in forcign 


side of the question, he himself would request the ; ports on American vessels, and a perfect equality 


attention of the Committee. 


of foreign vessels, with cur own in our own ports, 


It had been much pressed that, in the discussion | would gradually banish the latter altogether. 


of this subject, it should be viewed in its commer- 
cial relations only. He was perfectly willing to 
meet every objection that could be urged on that 
ground; but, as he conceived it impossible to do 
full justice to the interests of the United States 
without taking some collateral considerations into 
view, he should be obliged, in the course of his re- 


marks, to point at the political disposition and con- , quictude. 


duct of some of the nations of Europe towards this 
country. 
The propositions immediately before the Com- 


The subject, as had heen remarked on a former 
occasion, was not an ovel one; it was coeval with 
our political birth, and has at all times exereised 
the thoughts of reflecting citizens. As early as 
the year succeeding the peace, the effect of the 
foreign policy, which began to be felt in our trade 
and navigation, excited universal attention and in- 
The first effort thought of was an ap- 
plication of Congress to the States for a grant of 
power for a limited time, to regulate our foreign 
commerce, with a view to control the influence of 


mittee turned on the question, whether any thing unfavorable regulations m some cases, and to 
ought to be done at this time, in the way of com- | conciliate an extension of favorable ones in others. 
mercial regulations, towards vindicating and advan- | From some circumstances then incident to our situ- 
cing onr national interests. Perhaps it might be } ation, and particularly from a radical vice in the 
made a question with some, whether, in any case, | then political system of the United States, the ex- 
Legislative regulations of commerce were consistent | periment did not take effect. . 
with its nature and prosperity. The States next endeavored to effect their purpose 
Ile professed himself to be a friend to the theory | by separate but concurrent rogulations. Massa- 
which gives to industry a free course, under the chusetts opened a correspondence with Virginia 
impulse of individual interest and the guidance of | and other States, in order to bring about the plan. 
individual sagacity. Ile was persuaded that it | Here, again, the effort was abortive. t 
would be happy for all nations, if the barriers| Out of this experience grew the measures which 
erected by prejudice, by avarice, and by despotisin, ! terminated in the establishment of a Government 
were broken down, and a free intercourse estab- ; competent to the regulation of our commercial in- 
lished among them. Yet to this, as to all other | tercsts and the vindication of our commercial 
general rules, there might be exceptions; and the | rights. ; , 
rule itself required what did not cxist—that it | As these were the first objects of the people in 
| 


should be general. the steps taken for establishing the present Go- 

To illustrate this observation, he referred to the | vernment, they were universally expecled to be 
Navigation Act of Great Britain, which, not being | among the first fruits ef its operation. In this ex- 
counterbalanced by any similar acts on the part of | pectation, the pubiic were disappointed. An at- 
rival nations, had secured to Great Britain no | tempt was made in (hfferent forms, and received 


less than eleven-twelfths of the shipping and sca- 
men employed in her trade, It is stated that, in 
1660, when the British act passed, the forcign ton- 
nage was to the British, as one to four; in 1700, 
less than one to six; in 1725, as one to nineteen; 


the repeated sanction of this branch of the Legis- 
lature, but they expired in the Senate—not, 1n- 
deed, as was alleged, from a dislike to the attempt 
altogether, bnt the modifications given to it. It 
has not appeared, however, that it was ever re- 


in 1750, as one to twelve; in 1774, nearly the | newed in a different form in that House, aud for 
same. At the commencement of the period, the | some time it has been allowed to sleep in both. 
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If the reasons which originally prevailed against 
measures such as those now proposed had weight 
in them, they can no longer furnish a pretext for 
opposition. 

When the subject was discussed in the first 
Congress, at New York, it was said that we ought 
to try the effect of a generous policy towards Great 
Britain; that we ought to give time for negotiating 
a treaty of commerce; that we ought to await the 
close of negotiations for explaining and executing 
the Treaty of Peace. We have now waited a term 
of more than four years. The Treaty of Peace re- 
mains unexecuted on her part, though all pretext 
for delay has been removed by the steps taken on 
ours; no treaty of commerce is either in train or in 
prospect ; instead of relaxations in former articles 
complained of, we suffer new and aggravated vio- 
lations of our rights. 

In the view which he took of the subject, he 
called the attention of the Committee particularly 
to the subject of navigation, of manufactures, and 
' of the discrimination proposed in the motion be- 
tween some nations and others. 

On the subject of navigation, he observed that 
we were prohibited by the British laws from car- 
tying to Great Britain the produce of other coun- 
tries from their ports, or our own produce from the 
ports of other countries, or the produce of other 
countries from our own ports, or to send our own 
produce from our own or other ports in the ves- 
sels of other countries. This last restriction was, 
he observed, felt by the United Stales at the pre- 
sent moment. It was, indeed, the practice of 
Great Britain, sometimes to relax hor Navigation 
Act so far, in time of war, as to permit to neutral 
vessels a circuitous carriage ; but, as yet, the act 
was in full force against the use of them for trans- 
porting the produce of the United States. 

On the other hand, the laws of the United 
Stales allowed Great Britain to bring into their 
ports anything she might please, from her own or 
from other ports, and in her own or in other 
vessels. 

In the trade between the United States and the 
British West Indies, the vesscls of the former were 
under an absolute prohibition, whilst British ves- 
sels in that trade enjoyed all the privileges granted 
to other, even the most favored nations, in their 
trade with us. The inequality in this case was the 
more striking, as it was evident that the West 
Indies were dependent on the United States for 
the supplies essential to them, and that the cir- 
cumstances which secured to the United States 
this advantage, enabled their vessels to transport 
the supplies on far better terms than could be done 
by British vessels, 

To illustrate the policy requisite in our com- 
mercial intercourse with other nations, he pre- 
sented a comparative view of the American and fo- 
reign tonnage employed in the respective branches 
of it, from which if appeared that the foreign stood 
to the American as follows: Spain, 1 to 5; Portu- 
gal, 1 to 6; the United Netherlands, 1 to 15; Den- 


the trade might be diminished with Great Britain 
and increased with other nations, would be the 
probable increase of the American tonnage. It 
appeared, for example, that, as the trade might pass 
from British channels into those of France, it would 
augment our tonnage at the rate of 10 to 1. 

The above calenlation, he said, had been made 
out on the documents of 1790, and on the amount 
of the tonnage entered in the several ports. A 
document stating the amounts of the actual ton- 
nage in the American trade had just been reported 
to that House. It this, which was liable to some 
remarks that might hereafter be made, was to be 
substituted, it afforded another calculation, dimin- 
ishing the excess in favor of Great Britain, bat 
augmenting it in favor of the United States in most 
of the other instances. 

According to this calculation, the foreign to the 
American tonnage might be stated as follows: 
Spain, 1 to 16; Portugal, 1 lo 17; United Nether- 
lands, 1 to 26; Denmark, 1 to 15; Russia, 1 to 14; 
France, 1 to between 4 and 5; Great Britain, 
nearly ag 3 to 1, 

Such a disproportion, taking even the reduced 
one, in the navigation with Great Britain, was the 
more mortifying, when the nature and amount of 
our exports are considered. Our exports are not 
only, for the most part, either immediately neces- 
saries of life, or ultimately as necessaries to manu- 
factures, necessaries of employment and life to 
manufacturers, and must thence command a sure 
market wherever they are received at all, but the 
peenliar bulkiness of them furnishes an advantage 
over the exports of every other country. and par- 
ticularly over those of Great Britain. [f such an 
advantage belonged to that nation, the policy 
which governs her navigation laws would proba- 
bly have given the exclusive carriage to her own 
bottoms. It is equally in our power, if so selfish 
a principle should be forced upon us, to secure fo 
our bottoms the same monopoly, leaving to other 
nations with whieh we trade the like exclusive 
carriage of their exports. The regulation would, to 
be sure, be mutually inconvenient; and, by forcing 
the vessels of each party to return empty from 
foreign markels, be so far a tax on the intercourse, 
This effect, however, did not disprove the power 
in general which the character of our exports gave 
us over the carriage of them, nor lessen the argu- 
ment drawn from it. Examine it in relation to 
Great Britain. The bulk of her exports to us, 
compared with that of ours to her, is as nothing. 
An inconsiderable quantity of shipping would suf- 
fice for hers, whilst ours ean load about 222,000 
tons. Including the articles she exports from the 
West Indies to this country, they bear no propor- 
tion to ours. Yet, in the entire trade between the 
United States and the British Dominions, ber ton- 
nage is to that of the United States as 156,000, 
employing 9,360 seamen, to 66,000, employing 
3,690 seamen. Were a rigid exertion of our right 
to take place, it would extend our tonnage to 
929.000, and leave to Great Britain employment 


mark, 1 to 12; Russia, — to —; France, 1 to5;/ for moch lesa than the actual share now enjoyed 


Great Britain, 5to 1. 


by the United States. It could not be wished to 


It results from these facts, that, in proportion as! push matters to this extremity. It showed, how- 


213 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


214 


JANUARY, 1794.] 


Commerce of the United States. 


[H. or R. 


ever, the very unequal and unfavorable footing on 
which the carrying trade, the great resource of, 
our safety and respectability, was placed by fo 
reign regulations, and the reasonableness of peace- 
able attempts to meliorate it. We might, at least, 
in availing ourselves of the merit of our exports, 
contend for such regulations as would reverse the ! 
proportion, and give the United States the | 
156,000 tonnage and 9,260 seamen, instead of the | 
66,000 tonnage and 3,690 seamen. 

He here adverted to the discount of ten per | 
cent, on the duties paid by goods imported in Amc- 
rican bottoms, remarking that it was not founded ; 
on the (rue policy of encouraging our shipping. It’ 
was not the imports, but the exports, that regulat- | 
ed the quantity of tonnage. What was imported | 
in American vessels, which would otherwise re- 
turn empty, was, no doubt, a benefit to the Ame- 
rican merchant, but could slightly only, if at all, | 
increase the mass of our tonnage. The way to | 
effect this was to secure exportations to Amcrican ' 
bottoms. 

Proceeding to the subject of manufactures, he | 
observed that it presented no compensations for | 
the inequalities in the principles and effects of the 
Navigation system. 

We consume British manufactures to double 
the amonnt of what Britain takes from us, and 
quadruple the amount of what she actually con- 
sumes, | 

We take everything after it has undergone all | 
the profitable labor that can be bestowed on it. | 
She receives, in return, raw materials, the food of ; 
her industry. We send necessaries to her. She 
sends superfluilies to us. We admit everything | 
she pleases to send us, whether of her own or | 
alien production. She refuses not only our manu- | 
factures, but the articles we wish most to send | 
her—our wheat and flour, our fish, and our salted i 
provisions. These constitute our best staples for | 
exportation, as her manufactures constitute hers. 
It appeared, by an authentic document he had | 
examined, that of the manufactured articles im- | 
ported in 1790, amounting to $15,295,638 97, j 
we received from and through Great Britain ; 
$13,965,464 95. During the same year the ma- | 
nufactures iinported from France, the next great | 
commercial country, and consuming more of our j 
produce than Great Britain, amounted to no more | 
than $155,136 63. To give a fuller view of our ' 
forcign commerce, he stated the balances with the ! 


ble trade; that the only important balance wag 
the ultimate one on our aggregate commerce, 
That there was much truth in this general doc- 


trine was admitted; at the same time it wag 


equally certain that there were exceptions to it, 
some of which were conceived to be applicable to 
the situation of the United States. But whether 
the doctrine were just or not, as applied to the 
United States, it was well known that the reason- 
ing and practice of other countries were governed 
by a contrary doctrine. In all of them an unfa- 
vorable balance, to be paid in specie, was con- 
sidered as an evil. Great Britain, in particular, 
had always studied to prevent it as much as she 
could. What, then, may be the effect on the 
policy of a nation with which we have the most 
friendly and bencficial relations, when it sees the 
balance of trade with us not only so much against 
her, but all the specie that pays it flowing imme- 
diately into the lap of her greatest rival, if not her 
most inveterate enemy. As to the discrimination 
proposed between nations having and not having 
commercial treaties with us, the principle was 
embraced by the laws of most, if not all the States, 
while the regulation of trade was in their hands, 
It had the repeated sanction of votes in the House 
of Representatives, during the session of the pre- 
sent Government at New York. It has been 
practised by other nations, and in a lale instance 
against the United States. It tends to procure 
beneficial treaties from those who refuse them, by 
making them the price of enjoying an equality 
with other nations in our commerce. It tends, as 
a conciliatory preference, to procure better trea- 
ties from those who have not refused them. It 
was a prudent consideration, in dispensing com- 
mercial advantages, to favor rather those whose 
friendship and support may be expected in case of 
necessity, than thosc whose disposition wore a 
contrary aspect. He did not wish to enter at pre- 
sent, nor at all, if unnecessary, into a display of 
the unfriendly features which marked the policy 
of Great Britain towards the United States. He 
should be content to lay aside, at least for the pre- 
sent, the subject of the Indians, the Algerines, the 
spoliations, &e.; but he could not forbear re- 
marking gencrally, that if that, or any other nation 
were known to bear us a settled ill will, nothing 
could be more impolitic than to foster resources 
which would be more likely to be turned against 
us than exerted in our favor. It had been admit- 


several nations of Europe and their dominions, as | ted, by the gentleman who spoke yesterday, [Mr. 
follow : Spain, $1,670,797 in favor of the United ; Santa, of South Carolina] to be a misfortune that 
States; Portugal, $1,687,699 in favor of the United : our trade should be su far engrossed by any one 
States; United Netherlands, $791,118 in favor of! nation as it is in the bands of Great Britain. But 
the United States; Sweden, $32,965 in favor of | the gentleman added nothing to alleviate the mis- 
the United States; Denmark, $126,949 against | fortune, when he advised us to make no efforts for 
the United States ; France, $2,030,387 in favor | putting an end to it. The evils resulting from 
of the United States; Great Britain, $5,922,012, such a state of things were as serious as they were 
against the United States. This enormous balance | numerous, To say nothing of sudden derange- 
to Great Britain is on the exports to her. On her ments, from the caprice with which Sovereigns 
consumption the balance is still greater, amount- į might be seized, there were casualties which 
ing to nine or ten millions; to which again is to | might not be avoidable. A general bankruptcy, 
be added her profits on the re-exports in a manu- | which was a possible event in a nation with 
factured and raw state. It might be said that an | which we were so connected, would reverberate 
unfavorable balance was no proof of an unfarora-! upon us with a most dreadful shock. A partial 


215 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


216 


H. or R] 


Commerce of the United States. 


[Jancary, 1794, 


bankruptey had actually and lately taken place, 
and was severely felt in our commerce. War is 
a common event, particularly to Great Britain, 
and involves us in the embarrassments it brings 
on our commerce, whilst ours is so disproportion- 
ately interwoven with it. Add the influence that 
may be conveyed into the public counsels by a 
nation directing the course of our trade by her 
capital, and holding so great a share in our pecu- 
niary institulions, and the effect that may finally 
ensue on our taste, our manners, and our form of 
Government itself. If the question be asked, What 
might be the consequence of counter efforts, and 
whether this attempt to vindicate our public inter- 
ests would not produce them? his answer was, 
that he did not in the least apprehend such a con- 
sequence, as weil because the measure afforded 
no pretext, being short of what was already done 


by Great Britain in ber commercial system, as: 


because she would be the greatest sufferer from a 
stagnation of the trade between the two countries 
if we should force on such a crisis. Her mer- 
chants would feel it. Hoer navigation would feel 
it. Her manufactures would fecl it. Ter West 
Indies would be ruined by it. Her revenue would 
deeply feel it. And her Government would feel 
it through every nerve of its operations. We, too, 
should suffer in some respects, but ina less degree ; 
and, if the virtue and temper of our fellow-citizens 
were not mistaken, the experiment would find in 
them a far greater readiness to bear it. It was 
clear to him, therefore, that if Great Britain should, 
contrary to all the rules of probability, stop the 
commerce between the two countrics, the issue 
would be a complete triumph to the United States. 
He dwelt particularly on the dependence of Bri- 
tish manufactures on the market of the United 
States. Ie referred to a paper in Anderson’s 
History of Commerce, which states the amount 
of British manufactures at £51,310,000 sterling, 
and the number of souls employed in, and sup- 
ported by them, at 5,250,000. Supposing the 
United States to consume two and a half millions 
of British manufactures, which is a moderate esti- 
mate, the loss of their market would deprive of 
subsistence 250,000 souls. Add 50,000, who de- 
pend for employment on our raw materials: here 
are 800,000 souls who live by our custom. Let 
them be driven to poverty and despair by acts of 
their own Government, and what would be the 
consequence? Most probably an acquisition of 
so many uscful citizens to the United States, 
which form the natural asylum against the dis- 
tresses of Europe. But whether they should re- 
main in discontent and wretchedness in their own 
country, or seek their fortunes in another, the evil 
would be felt by the British Government as equally 
great, and be avoided with equal caution. 

It might be regarded (he observed) as a general 
rule, that, where one nation consume the heces- 
sarics of life produced by another, the consuming 
nation was dependent on the producing one. On 
the other hand, where the consumption consisted 
of superfluities, the producing nation was depend- 
ent on the consuming one. The United States 
were in the fortunate situation of enjoying both 


' tinuing the new one. 


these advantages over Great Britain. They supply 
a part of her dominions with the necessaries 
of life; they consume superfluities which give 
bread to her people in another part. Great Bri- 
tain, therefore, is under a double dependence on 
the commerce of the United States. She depends 
on them for what she herself consumes; she de- 
pends on them for what they consume. In pro- 
portion as a nation manufactures luxuries must be 
its disadvantage in contests of every sort with its 
customers. The reason is obvious. What is a 
luxury to the consumer is a necessary to the ma- 
nufacturer. By changing a fashion or disappoint- 
ing a fancy only, bread may be taken from the 
mouths of thousands whose industry is devoted to 
the gratification of artificial wants. He men- 
tioned the case of a petition from a great body of 
buckle makers, presented a few years ago to the 
Prince of Wales, complaining of the use of strings 
instead of buckles in the shoes, and supplicating 
his Royal Highness, as giving the law to fashions, 
to save them from want and misery by discon- 
It was not (he observed) 
the Prince who petitioned the manufacturers to 
continuc to make the buckles, but the manufac- 
turers who petitioned their customer to buy them. 
The relation was similar between the American 
customers and the British manufacturers; and if 
a law were to pass for putting a stop to the use 
of their superfluiries, or a stop were otherwise to 
be put to it, it would quickly be seen from which 
the distress and supplications would flow. Sup- 
pose that Great Britain reccived from us alone the 
whole of the necessaries she consumes, and that 
our market alone took off the Juxuries with which 
she paid for them: here the dependence would be 
complete, and we might impose whatever terms 
we please on the exchange. ‘This, to be sure, is 
not absolutely the case; but, in proportion as it is 
the case, her dependence is on us. The West 
Indics, however, are an example of complete de- 
pendence. They cannot subsist wilhout our food. 
They cannot flourish without our lumber and our 
use of their rum. On the other hand, we depend 
on them for not a single necessary, and can supply 
ourselves with their luxuries from other sources. 
Sugar is the only article about which there was 
ever a question; and he was authorized to say 
that there was not, at the most, one-sixth of our 
consumption supplied from the British islands. 
In time of war or‘ famine the dependence of the 
West Indies is felt in allits energy. It is some- 
times such as to appeal to our humanity as well 
as our interest for relief. At this moment the 
Governor of Jamaica is making proclamation of 
their distresses. Jf ever, therefore, there was a 
ease where one country could dictate to another 
the regulation of trade between them. it is the 
caso of the United States and the British West 
Indies. And yet the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina [Mr. Sutru] had considered it as a favor 
that we were allowed to send our provisions in 
British bottoms, and in these only. to the West 
Indies. The favor, reduced to plain language, in 
the mouth of their planters, would run thus: We 
will agree to buy your provisions rather than 
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starve, and lct you have 


our rum, which we can | good customers to us, and the latter particularly 


sell nowhere else: but we reserve out of this in- | friendly, having no commercial treaty with us, will 
dulgence a monopoly of the carriage to British | come within the operation of the resolutions. 


vessels. With regard to revenue, the British ae] 
sources were extremely exhausted, in comparison 
with those of the United States. 
Great Britain were taxed at the rate of 40 shillings 


The people of: 


Several answers may be given to this objection. 

1. They do not manufacture the articles in ques- 
tion, so as to be sensibly affected. 

2. They employ but little tonnage in our trade: 


a head, the people of the United States at not | Spain, 2,689 tons only; Portugal, 2,340 tons only. 
more than 6 shillings a head—less than one-sixth | They are supposed to be Titile anxions to increase 
of the British tax. As the price of labor, which | the foreign branches of their carrying trade, being 
pays the tax, is double in the United States to | content with the internal trade carried on with 
what it is in Great Britain, the burden on Ameri- | their own dominions. As they have no Naviga- 
can citizens is less than onc-twelfth of the burden; tion Act within the purview of the resolutions, 
on British subjects. It is truc, indeed, that Bri- | they would not be exposed to the retaliating clauses 
tain alone does not bear the whole burden. She: on that subject. 

levies indirect taxes on her West Indics and on 3. If friendly, they can be admitted to treaty on 
her Fast Indies, and derives, from an acquiescence | equitable conditions whenever they please. 

in her monopolizing regulations, an imperceptible 4. They can easily be excepted, if thought ex- 
tribute from the whole commercial world. Still, | pedient, either by a general proviso that the reso- 
however, the difference of burden in the two coun- | lutions shall not extend to uations having no Na- 
tries is immense. Britain has, moreover, great! vigation Act such as is Lherein described, or by 
arrears of unfunded debts. She is threatened with | providing that they shall not extend to countries 


defects in her revenue, even at this time. She is j 
engaged in an expensive war, and she raises the į 
supplies for it on the most expensive terms. Add | 
to the whole, that her population is stationary, if 
not diminishing, whilst that of the United States 
is in a course of increase beyond example. Should ' 
it still be asked whether the impost might not be 
affected, and how a deficiency might be supplied, 
he thought snfficient answers might be given. He 
took for granted that the articles subjected to the 
additional duties would continue to come accord- 
ing to the demand for them; and believed, if the 
duties were prudently adjusted, the increase ofj 
the duties would balance the decrease of importa- 
tion. Our country is able to import, and probably 
will import, in proportion to our exports. Our 
exports amount, say, to twenty millions of dollars. 
If we import less from one country, we shall im- 
port more frum another. If we import less of! 
some things, we shall import more of other things; 
and according to our imports will be our revenue. + 
Suppose Great Britain to make the rash and im- 
probable experiment of prohibiting all commerce 
with the United States. She docs not consume 
raore than one-fourth of our exports, and we de- 
rive, perhaps, nearly half of our revenue from the | 
productions of other countries. In this point of 
view, we should, at the worst, have three-fourths 
of our exports to pay for our reduced imports, and 
consequently a balance of about five millions of! 
specie flowing into our country. The faculty 
which this would give to operations of revenuc | 
together with the consideration that the labor ein- 
ployed on one-fourth of our ordinary exports 
would be employed for intcrnal purposes, might 
assure us that a judicious Government would 
easily be able to provide the means of supplying 
the deficiency of impost. | 

But it was superfluous to enter into ealenlations 
of this sort. He rceurred to the utter improba- 
bility that such a contingency should happen. He 
was fully persuaded that the resolutions, if agreed 
to, would not impair the revenue. 

It is objected, that Spain and Portugal, who are ' 


south of Cape Finisterre, a distinction familiar to 
the British Statute Book. 

It is said that Great Britain treats the United 
States as well as she treats other nations, and, 
therefore, they ought to be satisfied. 

If other nations were willing to bear unequal 
regulations, or unable to vindicate their rights, it 
was no example for us. 

But is it true that the same degree of reciproci- 
ty subsists between the United States and Great 
Britain, as between Great Britain and other coun- 
tries? He did not admit this to be the case. Where 
treaties existed, they stipulated, in many instances, 
mntual and equal conditions of intercourse. Te 
‘gave an example in the treaty of Methuen, in 
which the admission of British woollens by Por- 
tugal was balanced by the admission of Portugal 
wine by Great Britain, The treaty with France, 
of late date, was another example, where a vari- 
ety of reciprocal privileges and countervailing du- 
ties were minutely provided for. Where no trea- 
tics existed, or where they were silent, there were 
often legal regulations reciprocating the regula- 
lions of Great Britain. Ie referred to the laws of 
Sweden and Denmark, on the subject of manu- 
factures, as instances, 

It is said Great Britain treats us as well as other 
nations treat us. What nation, he ashed, had such 
a Navigation Act? What nation besides excludes 
us from a circuitous trade? What nation excludes 
us from carrying our own commodities in our own 
bottoms, where the carriage is allowed to her bot- 
toms? 

It is said, that at least Great Britain treats us 
as well as we are treated by France, who will be 
favored by the resolutions. ‘This point was parti- 
cularly labored yesterday Ly the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Smrrn,} who made a com- 
parison of those two countries the principal basis 
of the discussion. As they were, in fact, the two 
countries which stood in the most important re- 
lations to the United States, the subject required a 
pretty accurate view of their respective dispositions, 
regulations, and intercourse, with this country. 
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On the subject of the dispositions of Franee and 
Great Britain towards the United States, the gen- 
tleiman [Mr. Smirin] was of a very different opi- 
nion (Mr. M. observed) from that expressed in the 
Message of the Presmpeyr. The Message in- 
formed the House that France had generally ma- 
nifested a friendly disposition towards the United 
States; had granted advantages to their com- 
merce, and had actually made overtures for placing 
it permanently on a better footing; while the lan- 
guage of the communication with respect to Great 
Britain sufficiently proves that there was no room 
for compliments of a Jike kind to that nition. 

He meant to show, however, from a particular re- 
view, in what light the two nations stood to us; and 
for that purpose should submit to the Committee a 
comparative statement, as the gentleman had done, 
of their commercial policy towards us. 

He premised, however, that he could not follow 
the example of recurring to a period antecedent to 
the French Revolution for evidence in relation to 
France. Mr. Satta seemed to think that the or- 
der of things subsequent to that. period could uot be 
regarded asa settled order. Ie, [Mr. M.-J ou the 
contrary, considered it as the only settled order, 
He hoped and believed that the Revolution was 
not a fugitive thing, as soie might wish, but that 
it was irreversibly established; and that the new 
Republic would flourish forever on the ruins of 
the ancient Monarchy. He should not, however, 
he said, reject from his inquiry, what was done 
previous to the date of the Republie in favor of 
the United States, because it could not be reason- 
ably supposed that the disposition of the nation 
would be less favorable now than it was under the 
former Government. 

He then proceeded to a view of the footing on 
which the commerce stood with the British and 
French Dominions. 

Wheat and Flour.—In France, free; that is to 
say, under a duty of one-eighth per cent. as a Cns- 
toin-house regulation, merely for ascertaining the 
quantity imported. This remark is to be applied 
to several other articles which will be mentioned as 
free. 

In Great Britain, wheat and flour are prohibited, 
until the price is up at 6s. 3d. sterling a bushel ; 
which, as to the United States, may be decmed a 
perpetual prohibition. 


In the French West Indies these articles are | 


also frec; and, as he at first stated, by a general 
Jaw, which had been suspended from time to time; 
but, being told that he was mistaken, the articles 
being prohibited by a general law, and free only 
by suspensions, be said that, although his docu- 
ments gave him other information, he should leave 
the fact for further examination; adding, how- 
ever, that it was not essential, as the aetual practice 
and disposition of France on this subject were 
chiefly to be regarded, 

In the British West Indies these articles were free, 
bat in British bottoms only. 

Atice.—In France, free. In Britain, under a duty 
of 7s. 4d. sterling the hundred. In the French 
Islands, under a duty of one per cent. In the Bri- 
tish, free, in British bottoms, 


j Salted fish—tIn France, under a duty of eight 
| livres the quintal. In Britain, prohibited. In French 
| Islands, admitted under some discourazements, 
which did not, however, prevent a great consump- 
tion. In the British Islands prohibited. 

Salted beef—In France, under a duty of five 
livres a quintal. Jn Britain prohibited. In French 
Islands, under a duty of one per cent. and three 
livres a quintal. In British Islands. prohibited. 

Salted porkl.—In France, under a duty of five 
livres a quintal,in some ports; prohibited in others, 
In Britain, under a probibitory duty of 44». 9d. a 
quintal. In the British and French Islands, pro- 
hibited. 

Indigo.—In France, under a duty of five livres a 
quintal. In Britain, free. In the British and 
French Islands, prohibited. 

Whale oil. In France, under a duty of seven 
livres ten sols a barrel, of 520 pounds. Jn Britain, 
| under a duty of £18 3». a ton. In both West In- 
dies prohibited. 
© Lar, piteh, und turpentine—In France, under a 
‘duty of two per cent. In Britain, under duties, vir 
‘and pitch 11d. per barrel; turpentine 2s. 3d. per 

100 pounds. 

Tobuceo is on a footing pretty similar in the two 
countries, So are wood, pot and pearl ashes, and 
flaxseed. 

Indian corn, wood, lire animals, (except horses 
and mules, which are free,) in the French Islands 
pay a duty of one per cent. In the British, they 

are free in British bottoms; prohibited in American 


bottoms. 

Ships.—In France, free to be naturalized. Tn 
Britain, prohibited. 

He proceeded to state the comparative amount of 
our exports and imports in the commerce with tho 
two nations, and the balances on them,as before 
shown. He noticed particularly the excess of the 
exports to the French West Indies, which amounted 
to $3,281,656 over those to the British, which 
amounted to $2,357,583; observing the importauce 
of that market, and the more especially as it sup- 
plies the article of molasses, the only raw material 
imported into the United States. and otherwise so 
much valued as an article of consumption, He ad- 
verted also to the superior proportion of American 
tounage in the trade with the French dominions, as 
had also been before shown. 

From this review, he left the Committee to in- 
fer the true policy of the United States with re- 
| gard to their commerce in its two most consider- 

able branches. He thought it clear that, ia every 
view, ib was incumbent on the United States to 
cultivate the connexion and intercourse with the 
French nation. Asa market for our produce, their 
vast population. and their use of our articles of 
mere consumption, were peculiarly precious to 
our agriculture. They could do better without 
our trade than Great Britain; yet, they showed 
| more disposition to favor it. And what was by 
no means to be disregarded, they were the only 
considerable Power on the face of the earth sin- 
cerely friendly to the Republiean form of Govern- 
ment established in this country, 

OF all the objections which Mr, M. kad heard 
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suggested against the resolutions, the most cxtra- 
vagant and chimerical was the idea of a war with 
Great Britain in consequence of them. Ile was 
at a loss to say whether such an objection were a 
greater insult to the character of that nation or to 
the understanding of America, At the utmost, 
the propositions yo only to a reciprocity. They 
do not in fact go so far. On what imaginable pre- 
text, then, can Great Britain make war upon us? 
If we were no longer Colonies, but independent 
States, we surcly can do what all independent 
States do—regulate our trade as may suit our own 
interests; and Great Britain can have the least 
right of any nation to complain of it, because it is 
her own example which we follow. If war, therc- 
fore, should be made on us, it would only prove a 
fixed predetermination to make it; and in that 
case pretexts more plausible than any commercial 
regulations could easily be found or framed for the 
purpose. 

The next ground on which he examined the 
subject was its operation among the several parts 
of the Union, It was admitted, and regretted, that 
the immediate benefits and burdens would not be 
equally distributed among all the States. More 
than a due share of the former would flow to the 
Northern division; more than a due share of the 
latter would fall on the Southern. This was un- 
avoidably produced by the unequal advances made 
in manufactures and navigation; and it was an 
inconvenience that had necessarily taken place in 
a variety of other instances. It would be found, 
however, on a fair attention to the subject, that the 
inequality would be less than at first appeared. 

With respect to manufactures, the Southern 
States were at least equally interested in encoura- 
ging and distributing a competition for our market, 
among different nations of Europe, instead of being 
so much in the hands of a single one. 

The duty on the finer articles imported would 
fail on those most able to bear it; and would be 
pretty equally diffused through the Union. 

The duty on the coarser articles would be saved 
in proportion to the progress made in manufactures 
among ourselves; and he was able to say, with 
great pleasure, that those carried on, not in public 
factories, but in the household or family way, which 
he regarded as the most important way, were 
nearly, if nof quite, as far advanced in the Southern 
country as in the Middle and Northern. Virginia 
was proceeding with great spirit in this branch of 
industry. North Carolina, he understood, was 
doing the same; and there was no reason why the 
more Southern States would not avail themselves 
of the resource, especially as they enjoyed superior 
advantages in the article of cotton, a primary ma- 
terial for the business. 

The exports would not be materially affected, 
unless Great Britain should, contrary to all proba- 
bility, renounce the bencfits of the trade in them, 
and expose her West India Islauds to the danger of 
famine; and in Chat case the iuconveniences would 
not be local, but general, ; 

Even in the article of tonnage, the inequality at 
present, though considerable, was not so greal as 
he had imagined, before he cxamined the real 


state of it. It appeared, from the official reports 
lately made on that subject, that the States South 
of Pennsylvania (which has about her due sbare) 
have within one-third of their due quota. Georgia 
has more than her share; South Carolina has 
nearly her share ; North Carolina has three-cighths 
below her share ; Virginia has about half her share ; 
Maryland has more than her share; Delaware less 
than her share. 

This computation is not, perhaps, very accurate, 
because it is founded on the relative population of 
the States. It should rather have reference to the 
value and volume of the produce exported from the 
several States; but as several of them carry on 
their trade through their neighbors, this rule of 
calculation would, in fact, be more uncertain than 
the other. 

Whatever be the rule, Virginia, he remarked, 
was the State that appeared most deficient; her 
exports, both in value and balk, being in full pro- 
portion to her population, and her tonnage being 
more short of that than could be said of any State, 
Ile had every reason, notwithstanding, to believe 
that the great body of the people of Virginia would 
cheerfully concur in any temporary sacrifices that 
might be necessary, to vindicate our public rights 
and our commercial interests. 

It was a consideration that ought to have great 
weight with the Southern States, thal a home 
market for their naval stores would be extended by 
every measure favoring our own navigation; and 
that they must soon begin themselves to turn to 
effect their natural advantages for ship-building. 
Having the materials on the spot, they would not be 
long in imitating their Northern brethren. North 
Carolina was singularly favored in this particular. 
There was not a single article used in the various 
componcnt parts of a ship which she did not pos- 
sess, or could not raise within herself. 

The capacity of the United States to provide, 
with celerity, for the transportation of her produce 
was strongly attested by what they had effected 
before the Revolution. In the marine of the British 
Empire, whilst the United States were part of it, 
the American-built ships were to the British-built, 
as twenty-three to forty. New England furnished 
about three-fifths of the former. 

Tn two points of view, the Sonthern States were 
peculiarly interested in promoting our navigation : 

1. As they are, in some respects, the weaker 
part of the Union, and have most wealth exposed 
on the sea, they have most need of that protection 
which results from extensive marine resources. 
The existence of these wiil either prevent attack, 
or can readily be turned into the mcaus of repel- 
ling it. 

2. As they have so much valuable and bulky 
produce to carry to market, it is their interest to 
possess a conveyance for it, that they may be as 
little affected as pussible by tue contingencies and 
wars of olher nations; and particularly of Great 
Britain, a nation which is so frequently at war, 
and which has so disproportionate a share in our 
carrying trade. This subject, he saii, had been 
placed in so striking a view by the Secretary of 
Stato ina former report on tie fisheries, Wal he 
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should rely on the patience of the Committee in| 
reading the observations and calculations to which 

he alluded. Flo here read the following note at 

the end of that report: 

“That the encouragement of our carrying busi- 
ness is interesting, nol only to the carrying States, 
but in a high degree also to the others, will result | 
from the following facts: | 
The whole expuris of the United Statcs may be | 

stated at - - - - $25,000,000 | 
Great Britain carries (two-fifths of 

these in value, that is lo say - 
Freight and insurance on this, in 

times of peace, are about twenty- 

two and one-half per cent. - - 
The same charges in war are very 
various, according to the circurn- 
stances of the war; we may say, 
however, (ifty-five per cent. - 
The difference between peace and 
war freight and insurance, then, is 

annually - - - - 3,250,000 

Taxed on our agriculture by British wars, during 
their continuance, and our dependence on British 
bottoms. 

Of the last one hundred years, Great Britain has 
had forty-two years of war and fifty-eight of peace, 
which is three of war to every four of ptace, nearly, 
ag shown in the following table: 


10,000,000 ! 


2,250,060 


5,500,000 
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Years. | Months. | Peep or Taer, Years. | Months, 
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In every term of seven years, then, we pay three 
times three million two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, or nine million seven hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, which, averaged on the years of 
peace and war, are annually and constantly one 
million three hundred and ninety-two thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven more than we should, 
if we could raise our own shipping, to be compe- 
tent to the carriage of all our productions, Be- 
sides this, many of our bulky articles, not bearing 
a war freight, cannot be exported if exposed to 


that; so that their total loss is to be added to that ; 


hefore estimated.” 

This was a demonstration of the interest the 
United States had, particularly the Southern 
States, in obtaining an independent transportation 
for their commodities; and the effect of the pre- 
sent war, to whieh Britain is a party, in depriving 


them of the ordinary foreign resource, is bringing 
the evidence home to their feelings at the present 
moment. 

It had been asked, what ground there was for 
concluding that Great Britain would be led, by the 
measures proposed, to change her policy towards 
the United States. IIe thought we had the best 
ground for relying on such an effect. 

It is well known that, when she apprehended 
such measures would be taken, she manifested a 


| readiness to admit a greater reciprocity into the 


commerce between the two countries. A bill for 
the purpose was brought into the House of Com- 
mons by the present Minister, Mr. Prrz, and would 
probably have passed into a law, if hopes had not 
sprung up that they should be able to maintain 
their exclusive system. Knox, an under Secreta- 
ry, appears, from a collection of papers published 
by him, to have been the chief adviser in the Ca- 
binet, as Lord Shefficld was the great chainpion 
before the public of this experiment. It was 
folinded, according to both these witnesses, on a 
belief, 1st, that Nova Scotia and Canada would 
soon be able to feed the West Indies, and thereby 
make them independent of supplies from the Uni- 
ted States. 2d. That the General Government was 
so feeble that it could not execute a plan of retalia- 
ting restriction; and, 3d. That local interests and 
prejudices predominated so much among the States, 
that they would never even agree in making an at- 
teinpt. 

Tt is now thoronghly understood and admitted 
by the most biassed judges, that the British Conti- 
nental Colonies cannot supply the Islands; that, 
as well as the Tslands, they depend frequently for 
essential supplies on the United States. This cal- 
culation, therefore, has failed Great Britain. 

The next has been completely destroyed by the 
change of our former frail Confederacy into a Go- 
yernment which is found to be adequate to all its 
national objects. This hope has, therefore, ip like 
manner failed, 

T'he only remaining hone that can induce Great 
Britain to persevere in the plan of conduct she has 
adopted towards the United States lics in the sup- 
posed difficulty of reconciling their diffrent inte- 
resis and local prejudices. ‘The present occasion 
will decide whether this hope, also, shall be with- 
drawn from her; or whether she is to be, inspired 
with fresh confidence in pursuing her own interests, 
without a due respect cither for our interests or for 
our rights. 

He could not but view the present as, perhaps, 
the final chance of combining the opinions and iu- 
terests of the several quarters of the Union in 
some proper and adequate plan. [f at a moment 
when so many occurrences conspire to unite the 
public councils, when the public mind is so well 
disposed to second all equitable and peaccable 
means of doing justice to our country, and when 
our commerce is so critically important to the vi- 
tal resources of Great Britain, it should be found 
that nothing can be done, he could foresce no eir- 
cumstances under which success was to be ex- 
pected. To reject the propositions, therefore, 
whilst nothing better was substituted, must con 
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vey the most unfavorable impressions of our ns- | expire befure the next session, made a report ; 
tional character, and rivet the fetters on our com- | which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
merce, as Well as prolong other causes which had The House proceeded to consider the report of 
produced such injurious consequences to our coun- | the committee on the petition of Ephraim Rim- 
try. He would not permit himself to apprehend | berly, which was made on the 18th of February 
that such would be the event of the deliberations of | last; and, the same being read, 


the Committee. Ordered, That the suid report be referred to Mr. 

Wien Mr. Maprson had coneladed, the Commit- | Hstnovse, Mr. Orr, and Mr. Sore, with instruc- 

tee rose, and had leave to sit again. tions to prepare and bring in a bill or bills pursuant 
thereto. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


A proposition being made to go into a Commit. 
tee of the Whole on Mr. Manison’s resolutions— 

Mr. Ames wanted to have the printed state of 
the negotiation between Great Britain and the 
Federal Government respecting a Treaty of Com- 
merce: and likewise a paper from the Secretary of 
State, which the House had ordered to be got ready 
and be printed some days ago. He wished gentle- 
men not to be ina harry in deciding on a subject of 
such prodigious consequence as these propositions, 
He wished to defer going into a Committee until 
the papers could be had. 

Mr. Mavisoy said, that it was somewhat singu- 
lar that an objection should be made to the going 
into a Committee for the want of these papers. 
This want ought to have been stated on Monday. 
As to the idea of a friendly disposition on the part 
of Britain for entering into a Treaty of Commerce, 
he was convinced that Britain had no disposition 
that way. This he inferred fiom some pussages 
in the Speech of the PRESIDENT, which were, at 
his desire, read by the Cierk. He trusted that the 
House would not hesitate in resolving itself into a 
Committee of the Whole immediately in order to 
discuss the propositions, 

Mr. Ames thought it requisite to have the pa- 
pers laid before the Committee which had been 
directed to be printed. He said there never had 
been an instance of any subject of the kind being 
pushed forward as the present, Such was the 
vastness and complexity of the evidence, and some 
parts of if were su obscare, that it was impossible 
for the Jouse to have yet found leisure for em- 
bracing a well-founded opinion. The gentleman 
who spoke last had said that the papers called for 
could be of no consequence in discussing the reso- 
lutions. This assertion was in itself a very proper 
reason for printing the papers, that the gentleman, 
by having an opportuniiy of reading them, might 
he convinced of their importance. Mr. A, said 
that he believed there was an amicable disposition 
on the part of Britain. He grounded his asser- 
tion on an ackuowledyment that had been made 
some time ago by one of the British Ministers, in 
Parliament, who said, tuat he expected soon to 
lay before that Honse a Commercial Treaty be- 
twixt England and America. The gentleman had 
said that we should found our measures on the dis- 
positions of the several Puwers of Europe toward 
us. That was right, But it was requisite te be in- 
formed of those dispositions before forming these 
resulutions. 

The House then went into Committee, 

Mr. Forxest, after a lung pause, observed, that 


Wepvespay, January 15. 


A petition of Licutenant Colonel Tousard was 
presented to the House and read, praying that such 
a sum of money may be paid him, in lieu of the 
pension during life, granted by a resolution of the 
late Congress, as may be deemed equitable and 
proper. 

Ordered, That the said pelilion be referred to 
Mr. SamveL Sara, Mr. Toarcuzr, and Mr. 
Juzakvep; that they do examine the matter there- 
of, and report the saine, with their opinion there- 
upon, to the House. 

A petition of Philip Audebert and others, clerks 
in the War Olfice, was presented to the House and 
read, stating the insufliciency of the salaries al- 
lowed them by law, and praying that the same may 
be augmented aud rendered more adequate to their 
services. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Maptsox, Mr. Foster, and Mr. Grirrin; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Seuate have passed a resolution proposing 
ta the several States the following article of ameud- 
ment io the Constitution of the United States, to 
wit: “Lhe Judicial power of the United States shall 
“not be construed to extend to any sait in law or 
“equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of 
“the United States by citizens of another State, 
“or by citizens or subjects of any foreign State ;” 
to which resolution they desire the concurrence of 
this IIouse, in the mode prescribed by the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 

The said resglution was read the first time. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED STATES : 
entlemen of the Senute, and 

of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you, as being connected with the cor- 
respoudence already in your possession, between the 
Secretary of State and the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic, the copy of a letter from that Mi- 
nister, of the 25th of December, 1798 ; and a copy of 
the proceedings of the Legislature of the State of South 
Carolina. 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Uniten Srates, January 15, 1794. 


‘ue said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. : : 

Mr. Bounixor, from the committee appointed 
to examine the Laws of the United States, and 
report to the House such as have expired, or will 

3p Con.—8 
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as no other person appeared disposed to rise on 
the occasion, although he felt himself unequal to 
doing that justice to the subject which many 


were, yet he considered it his duty to offer a few 
remarks which had occurred to him in the course of 
the debate. 

To all our discussions of commercial affairs, the 
principal point to be kept in view was the promo- 
tion of the essential and permanent interests of 
our country, keeping in mind this maxim (as true 
in respect to nations as individuals,) that there is 
no friendship in trade. He ‘then entered into a 
consideration of our commercial connexion with 
Great Britain, and observed, that we should avoid 
letting our former prejudices, or those arising from 
recent transactions, influence our judgments. We 
should not regard the favoring of the French or 
British fnation, but study to do that which would 
tend to the promotion of our own commerce and 
the interest of our own navigation. In this pur- 
suit, we must keep in view oar relative situation | 
with European nations, particularly those of | 
France and Great Britain, and more particularly 
the latter, with whom the proposed resolutions 
contemplate a change. Of all possible times, (said 
he,) I believe this the most improper to try the ex- 
periment, 

If the British Government have been instru- 
mental in letting the Algerines loose upon us; if 
their privateers commit acts of piracy upon our | 
neutral flag, let it at least, in the first instance, be j 
made matter of negotiation. Neutral nations must 
suffer some inconvenience; and it will be much 
better policy to come forward at once and say we 
are at war, We will not submit to vexatious in- 
sults, when they are too much to suffer, rather than 
make this commercial warfare, by which it is im- 
possible, in the course of human events, but that | 
we must be much the greatest sufferers; and how 
humiliating would it be, after trial, even to propose 
to make it a drawn battle! 

Let us examine the subject. Of the whole fair 
trade of Great Britain, taking their imports and 
exports into view, their trade with the United 
States will be found to be one-sixth, or thereabouts. 
Take the imports and exports of the United States, 
and you will find that full one-half the value of 
our whole trade is with Great Britain and her de- 
pendencies. Who will suffer most? She, by the | 
interruption of one-sixth, with the means of get- 
ting most of the articles we supply, on as good 
terms, from other nations, with great internal 
sources of revenue, and a people used to bear any 
taxes asked of them; or we, with an interruption | 
of one-half our trade and commerce, not so well 
off with respect to internal resources, and the com- 
plaints of our citizens, not accustomed to heavy 
taxation? Let those who rely upon the effect it 
will have on the English manufacturers and artisans, 
look back to 1773 and 1774, and recollect the effect 
it then had. 

But there is one cireumstance that should have 
weight with every mind. It will be found that 
three-fourths of all the impost revenue of this 
country is derived from our commerce with the 


British, Shall we hazard an entire loss of this 


revenue? And if lost or greatly interrupted, from 
whence shall we supply its deficiency, without, at 
least, in their minds, oppressing the people of this 
country ? Tam not a stockholder or a bankhalder. 
I am too poor to be either, and therefore can#have 
no separate interest in view, and, where I am known, 
I shall not be charged with partiality to Great Bri- 
tain; but I hope I am free from sueh unwarrantable 
prejudices as to lead me into measures to the in- 
jury of my country. 

lay it down as a principle not to be controverted, 
that our intercourse with Great Britain, in a com- 
mercial point, (I mean, putting the mode of carriage 
out of account, and confining it to the importation 
and exportation, and restrictions and bounties there- 
on,) is as favorable as we can expect, and, taken in 
the aggregate, full as favorable as with France, their 
Navigation Act excepted. 

With respect to navigation, I have long thought 
it ought not to be submitted to; but are we to ex- 
pect, at a moment like this, acting (as they will 
certainly believe we shall) under the impulse of re- 
sentment, they will waive an atom of their Naviga- 
tion Act to the result of our resolutions? It is 
vain. Let us not hazard that which is certain, 
which the safeguard of experience has proved, for 
that we know not of, 

It has been mentioned as a grievance that our 
produce is sent to France, Holland, Spain, Portu- 
gal, &c., and that our imports are, in a great de- 
gree, confined to Great Britain. Our merchants 
must pay their debts, and surely it is for their in- 
terest to sell their articles fur the highest price they 
will bring, and purchase where they ean obtain 
cheapest, Our produce is sent to those countries 
to pay our debts in Great Britain. 


There has been nothing to lead me to a judg- 
ment how the blanks are to be filled. If, with such 


high duties as to prohibit the articles, our chief 
source of revenue will be wiped off, and the con- 
sequence may, nay, must be, direct taxation. If 
low, it will only exhibit, without gratifying, a re- 
sentment, and the consumers of these articles, the 
yeomanry of this country, will have to pay the tax, 
f it is said that it is intended to encourage our 
own factories, let us select those which we can 
manufacture, and lay prohibitory duties on the fo- 
reign articles. Ao t hs 

Mr. F. reprobated the idea of suffering partial 
or merely political motives to influence in the dis- 
cussion of the subject. Commercial subjects ought 
to be considered in an independent point of view. 
He hoped, therefore, that the Committee would en- 
deavor to divest themselves of every incidental, 
impression, originating in impulses from particular 
events, and contemplate the question simply on its. 
own merits, 

Mr. Firzsmons declared that, in the course of 
this discussion, he had not heard one single argu- 
ment advanced which, admitting the premises to 
be true, could persuade him to give his consent to 
the first of the resolutions. It was possible that 
he might agree to some of those that followed. 
He was perfectly convinced that a judicious sys- 
tem of regulations would be of infinite advantage ~. 
to the maritime interest of America. He was of N 
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opinion that the first resolution was by far too in- 
definite. The substance of the whole arguments 
advanced on both sides tended only to establish a 
fact, which was already perfectly well known, 
that the Governments of Europe act, in regard to 
the commérce of the United States, just as they 
think proper. The lesson was a very good one, 
and he trusted that, with a proper attention to 
temporary cirenmstances, this country would im- 
prove by it. 

Mr. Maptsow regarded the objection of the gen- 
tleman as entirely of a new kind. He had refused 
his consent to the first of the resolutions, because 
it was indefinite. But the propositions laid before 
the House a few days ago with respect to the Al- 
gerines were fully as indefinite, and yet the gen- 
tleman who spoke last had recommended them. 
The order of proceedings in the present question 


is perfectly candid and regular, consonant to the | 


practice of the House and the practice of the gen- 
tleman himself. 

Mr. S. Satu, after a few introductory observa 
tions, suid, the object of the resolution is, to lay an 
extra duty on goods froin Powers not in treaty 
with the United States. These duties will operate 
as a bounty, say, for caleulation, of five per cent., in 
favor of those Powers with whom we have a treaty 
of commerce ; for experience has shown that those 
nations cannot supply us on terms so favorable as 
that with whom no treaty exists. It is a subject, 
then, of fair inquiry, what advantages we enjoy 
from those nations we are in treaty with, to in- 
duce us to grant them such bounty ; and what 
are the disadvantages which result from those 
treaties ? 

The United States have a commercial treaty 
with France, Holland, Prussia, and Sweden. 
What are the commercial advantages? ‘The ad- 
vantages in the treaties most useful to us are, that 
free ships make free goods; and this is to be re- 
ciprocal. We have seen that this stipulation has 
been violated whenever the necessity of the case, 
in their opinion, made it useful to France. The 
disndvantages of those treaties are, their prizes 
coming into our ports, and their armed vessels 
eruising on our coasts. It appears, then, that we 
have no advantages given us by those treaties suf- 
ficient to induce us to Jay a tax of five per cent. 
on $17,000,000 of importations, from Powers not 
in treaty with us, say $850,000 per annum, to act 
as a bounty on the manufactures of the nations in 
treaty. 

Tt then becomes a subject of inquiry, what in- 
jnries have we received from the Powers with 
whom we have no commercial treaty, that should 
induce us to tax ourselves $850,000 per annum to 
retaliate on them ? These Powers are Spain, Por- 
tugal. Denmark, Russia, Hamburg, Bremen, and 
the other Hanse Towns, and Great Britain. 

Spain has laid a heavy duty ou our flour, to en- 
courage her own; but not more than on that of 
other nations. She has also undertaken, in alli- 
ance with Great Britain, to prevent our taking our 
produce to France, contrary to the custom in 
former wars. It is true, the same two Powers 
attempted the same thing on a former occasion. 


Spain has, by a late edict, granted to nations in 
treaty of commerce, license to trade in Louisiana, 
Florida, &c., &c., which immediately excludes us, 
and this may be of serious consequence. The 
English: will ‘introduce a good market for tobacco 
there; perhaps they may think it their interest to 
reduce the duty on that article, now 3s, 6d. per 
pound, to the same with ours, which is 1s. 3d.; or, 
if we pass these resolutions, make ours 3s. 6d., and 
theirs 1s. 3d. But Spain takes almost all their 
flour, a great quantity of wheat, corn, and lumber, 
beef, pork, fish, rive, &e., &e., from us, and is our 
very best customer. She supplies us with dollars, 
brandy, wine, fruits, salt, and silk goods, on fair 
terms. Some of these are articles which cannot 
be procured from the Powers in treaty, and ought 
we to offend her, to gratify our resentment against 
England ? A 

Portugal refuses, since our Revolution, to take 
our fiour. In every other respect she is among 
onr best friends, She receives our wheat, corn, Ium- 
ber, and many other articles; her late conduct calls 
for our sincerest gratitude, She supplies us with 
wine, salt, some Bast India goods, lemons, &., &e. 
Why should we declare commercial war against 
such a friend ? 

The immediate relations with Denmark are in- 
creasing daily, and on fair terms. Jn her islands, 
we have the fairest intercourse. Our flonr, meal, 
corn, lumber, beef, beel, pork, and fish, are received 
there in our own bottoms, and we bring from thence 
all their produce. ‘Their children are eduented 
among us, form friendships, and matrimonial con- 
nexions. Why should we declare a commercial 
war against a Power so friendly ? 

Russia affords us iron, hemp, sail-duck, sheet- 
ings, and some other articles; admits us into her 
ports on fair terms, and leaves to us the wholo 
carrying trade between the two countries. What 
cause have we to tax her commodities? She has 
done nothing to: offend us, seems well disposed, 
and many of her articles can be had nowhere else ; 
and it ought to be considered, she can support the 
armed neutrality. 

Hamburg and Bremen receive our vessels with 
every possible mark of friendship; they take great 
quantities of tobacco, rice, deerskins, furs, and a sur- 
plus of our imports from the West Indies; they 
supply us with glass, German osnaburgs, and other 
German linens, on much better terms than any 
other country. What injury have those Republies 
dene us, that we should throw their trade into the 
lap of Holland, where we generally pay five to ten 
per cent. more than we pay in those ports? 

I come now (said Mr. S.) to the great stum- 
bling blork, Great Britain, againet whom these 
resolutions point, and whose political conduct has 
been the fruitful topie of so much declamation, 
He concurred in opinion with those who had se- 
verely reprobated the conduct of tbeir piratical 
privateers towards our navigation: but are these 
good reasons, said he, why we should commence 
a commercial war with more than one half the 
European nations, or even with her, unless we 
shall find it greatly to our interest? Alterations 
of commercial systems require time and much 
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delicacy in effecting, We do not at present know 
what will be the result of proper remonstrances 
against the injuries we have suilered. Has Great 
Britain Jaid any restrictions on our commerce 
which are not similar to those she lays on other 
foreign nations? I believe not. Have we any ad- 
vantages in her poris over other foreigners? I 
believe we have. Our ciiizens go there, commence 
and pursue trade, without being subject to the alien 
duty, paid by other foreigners. Our tobacco pays 
1s. 3d. per 1b. duty, when all other pays 3s. 6d. per 
Jb. Our pot and pearl ashes are free: others pay 
Qs. per cwt, which is equal to the freignt. Our 
naval stores pay less duty than others pay, which, 
acting as a bounty to us, enables us to send these 
bulky articles to such a distance. Some of our 
wood is in the same situation. The exportation 
of our lumber on these advantageous terms, is par- 
ticularly beneficial to, and promotive of our ship- 
ing. A cargo of lumber, which costs not more 
than 400 or 500 pounds, would sell for 12 or 1400. 
Mr. S. observed, that he presumed no one would 
tax him with being prejudiced in favor of Great 
Britain; he had suffered by them severely ; he had 
fought against their usurpations ; and, should his 
duty call him, he trusted he shonld not hesitate to 
do so again, Jtis not what Britsin may suffer by 
the system proposed, but the disadvantage which 
will be the consequence to the United States, that 
ought to be taken into consideration. Our duty 
is not to injure others, but to protect our own in- 
terest. 

Mr, S. then inquired, what have we done to 
benefit our own commerce? In the first Congress. 
a duty of fifty cents on foreign tonnage, and six 
cents ou our own, gave an advantage of forty-four 
cents in our favor; and put us more than on a 
footing with the extra light-moncy, of 1s. 9d. ster- 
ling, 2 ton, on.our vessels, charged in all their ports, 
except London, We also laid a duty of one-tenth 
extra on goods by forcign vessels, What has been 
its consequence? A gentleman from Virginiasiated 
that in 1660, Great Britain passed their Navigation 
Act, when the foreign trade was one-fourth of the 
whole; in 1770, it was lessened to one-sixth. 
What is the consequence of our law? The fo- 
reign tonnage in 1770, was nearly one-third of the 
whole. In 1792, the foreign tonnage was reduced 
nearly to one-fourth, or as 244 to 568. ‘This being 
the gase, we have, by our existing laws and iu- 
dustry, decreased the proportion of the foreign 
tonnage one-sixth. Thus has our existing laws 
done nearly as much in two years for us, as the 
navigation laws of Great Britain did for them in 
forty years. Under the existing state of things, 
Mr. S. said, he could not see the policy of pushing 
regulations to accelerate a progress already with- 
out exunple. The same gentleman said, that the 
manuafaetires of Great Britain amount to fifty-one 
millions, and that the proportion to America is 
two millions—say four per eent. of the exports of 
that country. Will ahe give up her Navigation Act 
for the profits of four per cent. on her exports? 
Can it be expected that she will deviate from a 
system whieh more thau one bundred years expe- 
rience bay confirmed the utility of? 


With respect to France, Mr. mirn acknow- 
ledged, in warm terms, the obljgations this country 
was under to that, for the services rendered during 

i the war. France, said he, will be a Republic, and 
as republicans, they will treat with us on fair, 
liberal, and reciprocal terms. 

Mr, S. concluded by reading the following com- | 


! parative statement: 


ENGLAND, 


lst. American ships pay 
no morc duty of tonnage iu 
| her ports than her own pay ; 
but they pay 1s. 9d sterling, 
or 39 cents extra for lights, 
except in the port of Lon- 
don, where all pay alike. 
2d. The ships of Ameri 
ca carry freely to Great 
Britain the produce of the 
United States, (where her 
own ships are permitted.) 
and pay the same duty 
thereon that is paid by the 
ships of Great Britain. 


8d. All trade in Ameri- 
can ships to the British 
West Indies, is prohibited, 
except in times (such as the 
present) of war and par- 
ticular scarcity. 


4th. The trade io the Bri- 
tish Kast Indies is fiee for 
Americans; they enter and 
sell frecly there,as well their 
cargoes as ships, when even 
British ships are prohibited. 

5th. Americanu shipping 
can carry no foreign article 
to Great Britain, nor any 
thing except her own pro- 
duce; they cannot carry 
any of her manufactures, 
except pot and pearl ashes, 
pig and bar iron; which 
articles are free from duty. 


6th. Great Britain admits 
from America, free of duty, 
plank, pot and pearl ashes, 
bar and pig iron, when she 
cbarges a duty on the same 
articles froin other nations, 
equal, in some instances, to 
a full freight; which enables 
America to transport such 
i bulky articles on equal 
i terms: she charges 1s. 3d. 
| per lb. on American tobac- 
| co, and 8s. 6d. on all other. 


| 


dence in rising on the 


Mr. FINDLEY next rose. 


AMERICA, 


1st. British ships pay, in 
her ports, 44 cents duty of 
tonnage more than ber own 
ships pay. 


2d. All goods imported 
in British ships to the Unit- 
ed States. pay 10 per cent, 
addition on the duties paid 
when imported in her own 
ships; which amount al- 
most to the whole freight on 
an assorted cargo of British 
manufactures. 

8d. America has no Co- 
lonies, she supplies the Bri- 
tish West Train islands 
with 4,500 barrels of flour 
per annum. Shall we risk 
this advantage, because 
they will not let us employ 
12 brigs to carry it? 

4th. America has no East 
Indian settlements. 


5th. British ships are per- 
mitted to bring goods of ev- 
ery country to the United 
States: but then thev are 
subject, too, to an addirional 
duty often per cent. on the 
duty paid on goods import- 
ed in our own ships, which 
in almost all cases amounts 
to a prohibition; her copper, 
tin, lead, and some other 
gross articles, pay no duty. 

6th, America admits no- 
thing free of duty from 
Great Britam, that 1s not 
equally free from all other 
countries, 


He suggested a difi- 
subjeet, as it required a 


knowledge of cireamstances aud facts which sel- 
dom came under his consideration; but, having 
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examined the case with sufficient attention to de- | Britain as more than equivalent to the restrictions 
termine his vote, as no member claimed the floor, | we are subjected to by that nation. It is urged 
he would offer some of those reasons which were | that the extensive use we are admitted to make 
convincing to himself. of British capital ought to have great weight in 

He took notice of the member last up, who our estimates of the comparative advantage of our 
asserted that the additional duties proposed were j commerce with Britain. Mr. F. begged leave 
not intended for protecting manufactures, nor as | totally to differ with those gentlemen in opinion ; 
additional revenucs, but as bounties to the nations | he considered the extensive use made by our mer- 
with which we have commercial treaties; that! chants of British credit as a very great political 


no other nation could furnish us with sufficiency | 
of goods; and who then asked in what manner | 
we will raise our revenues? To which he | 
swered, that the political intention of the resolu- 

tion was to secure our independence as a commer- 

cial nation, and to make it the interest of certain 

European nations to enter into commercial trea- 

tics with us; they have refused to treat, because ! 
they enjoy more advantages without treaties than | 
they could expect any treaties could secure to; 
them. He alleged it was not properly a commer- 

cial war, or a principle of revenge or retaliation, 

that was intended by the resolutions. Revenge 

for supposed insults offered to the Crown, may be 

the principle of the duclling wars undertaken by 

European despots, but such principles are inad- 

missible in Republican politics. The design of 
the proposed measure is to secure a reciprocity 

of advantages in commerce without war; it is 

calculated to procure justice, to secure the practi- 

cal enjoyment of that independence, which, though 

we have established, after an arduous contest, we 

have not reaped the advantages which onght to 

have resulted from it, nor put ourselves in a capa- 

city to protect it. The first attempt to revise the | 
Confederation was expressly within the design of 
vesting Congress with sufficient powers for ren- 

dering our commerce more independent. When 

the revision of the Government did take place, 

this was a principal object, both in the enlarge- 

ment of the powers and regulating the forms of 
the Government. The gentleman from Virginia 

{Mr. Mapisoy] has explained the reasous why 

such measures were not more early adopted, and 

has properly suggested that those reasons no longer 

exist. 

The proposed restrictions are necessary to raise 
a competition in European markets, and gave an 
option to our merchants in different nations. 
Though the assortment for some time might not | 
be so general in other countries as Britain, yet 
certainly much of the necessary supplies, such as 
linens and woollens, have been got on as good 
terms in France as in England, and have been in 
quantity more than equal to the demand. But, 
depending on one nation for onr whole supplies, | 
subjects us too much to the caprice and the fate of 
that nation. ` Supposing that nation to be at war 
with ourselves or our allies, we must be much 
embarrassed in our supplies, and will find it diffi- 
cult to find goads from nations who had not pro- 
vided for our demands. Supposing a state of bank- : 


evil; it promoted an unfavorable balance of trade, 
and enables our merchauts to import goods in 
greater abundance than we need; consequently, 
our industry, especially in domestic manufactures, 
is discouraged, and luxury is promoted. It is an 
old observation, that the borrower is a servant to 
the lender. The consequence of the British credit 
so much boasted of is, that our merchants are 
many millions in debt to the manufacturers or mer- 
chants of Britain; onr storekeepers are in propor- 
tion indebted to the merchant, and country people 
are in debt to the storekeepers for such manufac- 
tures as they could have lived well without, and 
which many of them were not able to pay for, 
Thus credit, while it enriches a few individuals, 
occasions a ruinous system of debts and bankrupt- 
cies to pervade our country, from the cities to the 
most remote boundaries. But a greater evil pre- 
sents itself to our consideration. This credit pro- 
motes a system of British influence dangerous to 
our political security. The merchant who de- 
pends npon British credit is necessarily under the 
influence of the hand that feeds him; the store- 
keeper is in debt to the merchant and subject to 
his influence. And such storekeepers, abounding 
not only in all the small towns, but in every place, 
of public resort, consequently this extensive British 
credit is a source of British influence spread 
through the whole United States. He said that, 
since Congress met, he had been industrious to 
procure information on this subject. He knew that 
before the country people expected such regula- 
lations with anxiety, and he now knew that the 
merchants who were able to carry on business 
without the aid of the Brilish credil, were very 
generally in favor of commercial restrictions; and 
that those who were not in that situation were 
generally against them; these different principles 
naturally arose from their respective situations. 

ile expressed some surprise that the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. 8.] spoke of the French 
Treaty with so little candor, Why did he not 
mention the guarantee of the West Indies as a 
part of the commercial treaty, as well as the ad- 
mitting the French privateers and prizes into our 
ports? ‘The truth is, neither the one nor the 
other were of the commercial parts of the treaty. 
The gentleman knew that the exertions of that 
nation in our behalf, by their arms and their 
money, were the parts of the treaty relative to the 
opening our ports to their privateers, prizes, &c. 
He said the British restrictions to which we were 


ruptey or insurrection to take place in the nation on | subjected, the encouragements given to the hostile 
which we depend for supplies, we will share in ; Indians, was no longer a secret. The letting lonse 
their distresses. The gentleman from South Ca- | the Algcrines on our commerce, (a fact which he 
rolina [Mr. Sxrrn] and others considered the | trusted no member would now deny), the refusing 
credit to which our merchants are admitted in! to fulfil the definitive treaty, or to enter into a 
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commercial onc—all tended to prove that this was 
the proper time to assert our own commercial 
rights, not for revenge, but for self-defence. The 
present embarrassed state of Europe rendered such 
a measure necessary, and encouraged the prospect 
of its being effectual. 

Mr. Ames wished, that gentlemen, instead of in- 
definite declamation, would lay their finger on each 

` particular wrong that Britain had done to us. Ie 
did not know of any particular advantage, that we 
had derived in our commerce with France. He 
wished to discountenance a spirit of revenge, and 
to ascertain on what side the benclits of our com- 
merce lay, and whercin thcy consisted. He did 
not like unfair comparisons. 

Mr. Nıcaoras said, that he would not, at this 
time of day, attempt to detain the House any fur- 
ther than by just observing that the practice of 
comparisons had originated among the gentlemen 
who opposed the resolutions. 

At this stage, the Commillee rose, aud had leave 
to sit again. 


THURSDAY, January 16. 


The resolution sent from the Senate, ‘ proposing 
to the several States an article of amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States respecting the 
Judicial power,” was read the second time, and or- 
dered to be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Monday next, 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


"Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I transmit, for your information, certain intelligence 
lately received from Europe, as it relates to the subject 
of my past communications. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirse States, January 16, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Bouvrnor, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of Government for the year 1794; which was 

ead twice and committed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanying 
a statement of the expenses of the Commissioners 
of Loans, on which the estimate of #40,000 is 
founded, made pursuant to the order of the 10th 
instant; which were read and ordered to be com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House to 
whom is committed the bill making appropriations 
for the support of Government for the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the Repurt of the Secrelary 
of State, on the privileges and restrictions ou the 
commerce of the United States in foreign countries. 
When 


Mr. Nicuowas rose and spoke as follows : 

Mr. Chairman: Ifecl a great embarrassment in 
speaking on this subject, from a distrust of my 
ability to treat properly its acknowledged import- 
ance, and from the apparent expectation of the 
audience. I fecl too, as the member from Mary- 
land who spoke yesterday did, from the imputation 
of motives, well knowing that the Representatives 
of my country are industriously reported to be ene- 
mies of the Government and promoters of anarchy, 
and that the present measure is imputed to these 
principles. It is somewhat remarkable that farther 
North, we are charge with selfishness: and want 
of attachment to the gencral welfare, for a sup- 
posed opposition to measures of the import of the 
present. I mention this contradictory inference, 
to show that the shameful designs charged upon 
us, are not proved by the fact, and to place the 
guilt where it only exists, in the malignity of the 
accuser. 

It is a commonly received opinion, that trade 
should be intrusted to the direction of those imme- 
diately interested in it, and that the actual course 
of it, is the best which it could take; this principle 
is by no means a safe one, and, as applied to the 
trade of America, is extremely fallacious. It can 
never be just where the beginning and growth of 
commerce have not been free from all possible 
constraint, as to its direction; as that can never 
be called a business of election which has been 
created under foreign influence. The mamner in 
which America was first peopled, and the nurture 
she received_from Great Britain, afford ‘the most 
striking contrast to the requisite before mentioned, 
The first inhabitants of America were educated 
in Great Britain, and brought with them all the 
wants of their own country, to be gratified chiefly 
by the productions of that country. Aided by 
British capital, in the settlement of the wilderness, 
and depending on the same means for the convey- 
ance of its produce to a place of consumption, it 
was inevitable, that the demand for British com- 
moditics should keep pace with the improvement 
of the country. In the commencement of Ameri- 
can population, and its early stages, there docs not 
appear to have been a chance of comparing tho 
advantages of commercial connexion, with differ- 
ent countries, and it will be found that in its pro- 
gress, it was still more restrained, Ju the last years 
of the dependence of America on Great Britain, 
the principal part of America was occupied by 
large trading companies, composed of people in 
Great Britain, and conducted by factors, who sunk 
large sums in the hands of the farmers, to attach 
them to their respective stores, by which means, 
competilion was precluded, and a dependence on 
the supplics of those stores completely established. 
Since the Revolution, the business has been con- 
ducted by persons in the habit of dependence on 
Great Britain, and who had no other capital, than 
the manufactures of that country furnished on 
credit. The business is still almost wholly con- 
ducted by the same means, In no stage of its 
growlh, then, dues there appear to have been a 
power in the consumer to have compared the pro- 
ductions of Great Britain with those of any other 
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country, as to their quality or price, and therefore 
there is no propriety in calling the course of trade, 
the course of its choice. 

The subject before the Committee naturally 
divides itself into navigation and manufactures, in 
speaking of which, I shall offer some other con- 
siderations, to show that the same effects are by 
no means to be expected from the greatest com- 
mercial wisdom in individuals, which are in the 
power of the gencral concert of the community ; 
the one having in view profit on cach separate 
transaction, the other, promoting an advantageous 
result to the whole commerce of the country. 

Tn considering the importance of navigation to 
all countries, but especially to such as have so 
extensive a production of bulky articles as Ame- 
rica, I think T shall show that the last observation 
is accurately right, and that the interest of the 
whole community, not those only who are the 
carriers, but those also who furnish the object of 
carriage, positively demands a domestic marine, 
equal to its whole business; and that, even if it is 
to exist under rates higher than those of foreign 
navigation, it is to be preferred. In circumstances 
of tolerable cquality, that can mover however en- 
tirely be the casc; for, in the carriage of the pro- 
duce of one country, by the shipping of another, 
to any other place than the country to which the 
shipping belongs, there is considerably more labor 
employed, than would have been by domestic 
shipping, as the return to their own country is to 
be included. On this ground, it may be confidently 
asserted, that where the materials of navigation are 
equally attainable, they will always be more ad- 
vantageously employed by the country for whose 
use they are intended; aud that if, under such cir- 
cumstances, another country is employed as the 
carrier, it must be under the influence of some 
other cause than interest, as it respects that par- 
ticular business. A dependence on the shipping 
of another country tends to establish a place of 
deposite in that country, of those exports which 
are for the use of others, if it is at a couvenient 
distance from them. The superintendence of pro- 
perty makes short voyages desirable for the owner, 
and the connexion that soon takes place between 
the money capital of a country and its shipping 
interests, greatly strengthens the vortex. The 
attainment of wealth beyond the demands of navi- 
gation, leads to an interest in the cargo itself, 
and then the agency in selling to the consumer 
becomes important. It is apparent that, as the 
final sale depends on the wants of the purchascr, 
all intermediate expenses of care and agency must 
be taken from the price to which the maker would 
be entitled. Our own commerce has involved 
this loss, in a remarkable degree, and it has gone 
io an enormous extent, from a necessity of sub- 
mitting to the perfidy of agents, arising from a de- 
pendence established by means of the so much 
boasted credit. 

‘That there is this tendency in the employment 
of foreign shipping, is not only proved by the com- 
mercial importauee of Holland, which became 
thus from her naval resources the store-house of 
Europe, without furnishing anything from her 


own productions, but also from the varied experi- 
ence of America. Before the Revolution, every 
thing for European consumption was carvied to 
Great Britain, but, since America has possessed 
shipping of ber own, andin the Northern States, 
there has been an accession of capital, the export 
to England is reduced one-half. Itis true, indeed, 
that there is still nearly one-half of what she re- 
ceives, that is re-exported, but it will be found that 
she still retains a proportioned share of those in- 
fluences which formerly carried the whole. Great 
Britain, under all the discouragements of our laws, 
which we are told by the mercantile members of 
the committee, amount to a prohibition where 
they have any rivals, did, until the European war, 
possess one-third of the foreign tonnage employed 
in America. This has been supported by the de- 
pendence into which the Southern States were 
placed by credit, and here, as in every other step 
of the connexion, this engine extorts advantages 
from us, beyond the compensation which is always 
secured in the first advance. Ifthere wanted other 
proof of the British interest in the American navi- 
gation being supported in direct opposition to our 
interests, it may be found in the comparative state 
of the tonnage employed, where it appears that, 
after the protecting duties once had their effect, 
the additional tonnage, to a considerable amount, 
has been entirely American, and that the British 
tonnage has remained very nearly stationary, and 
in proportion to their undue influcnce. 

In time of war, in addition to the inconveni- 
ences before stated, which are enhanced by throw- 
ing the trade frem its accustomed channel, there 
are great and important losses brought on a coun- 
try by this kind of dependence. If your carriers 
are parties to the war, you are subjected to the 
war freight and war insurance on your cargo, and 
you arc cut off from all the markets to w hich they 
are hostile; and, indeed, from our experience in 
the present war, I may say you are cut off from 
the market of your carricrs themselves, as it would 
have becn impossible for British vessels to have 
escaped in our seas last summer. To what extent 
this loss goes may be seen from a calculation in 
the Secretary of State’s Report on the fisheries, 
makiug the proportion of war to that of peace in 
the one hundred years, as forty-two to one hun- 
dred; and on that calculation there can be no 
hesitation in determining that the interest of the 
farmers requires that this foreign dependence 
should end here. 

But the European war, by making a temporary 
| exclusion of British shipping, has already brought 

on us the greatest mischief of such a regulation ; 
and, by the encouragement it has afforded to our 
shipping, almost completed the remedy: so that 
1 we have reason to consider this as a fortunate pe- 
riod. But, it is not merely the advancement of 
our marine that is contemplated by the present 
resolutions, the security of that which we huve is 
also dependent on them. The danger from the 
Algerincs has been estimated in this House at five 
per cent. on the vessel and cargo, but the whole 
encouragement to our own shipping in our exist- 
ing laws consists in the one-tenth additional duty 
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on goods imported in forcign vessels. Whenever 
there shall be an European peace, which cannot 
be far distant, the whole difference between the 
two sums will be a direct encouragement on Bri- 
tish ships, and will probably be equal to two freights. 


Do gentlemen rely on the precarious prospect of 


building frigates, and the more precarious service 
to be rendered by them when built, so much as to 
neglect any other regulations for the safety of our 
shipping when they are so much in their power? 
Javing shown that the actual state of our com- 
merce is by no means the most beneficial, as far 
as navigation is concerned, I will proceed to con- 
sider the benefits derived from the consumption 
of those European manufactures which form the 
principal part of the stores of America. And 
here it may safely be said, that national policy by 
no means justifies the almost exclusive preference 
given to those of Great Britain, It is not always 
true that the commodity which is bought for least 
money is the best bargain, for the means of paj- 
ment form an important consideration in all traf- 
fic, and accommodations in it may more than 
counterbalance an inequality of price. If one 
man will receive an article in cxchauge which 
you can sell to no other, it will certainly be a sav- 
ing to deal with him at a high advance on his 
property. If there are countries which would be- 
come great consumers of American produce, on 
the terms of reciprocal consumption, and we tind 
a difficulty, as is often the case, in vending that 
produce, is it not of great national importance to 
excite those acts which are to become the founda- 
tion of the connexion, even if, in the first instance, 
it is to be attended with inconvenience and loss ? 
Trance may be made a connexion of this sort. 
Sho is at this time almost, if not quite, on a foot- 
ing with Great Britain in .the consumption of 
American products, and every hand which shall 
reccive employment from us will add to her wants. 
We are told that it is of no less importance to us 
to find a country which can supply us advan- 
tageously than one which will consume our pro- 
ductions; and that, as commerce is no longer car- 
ried on by barter, it is no less benoficial to sell in 
one country and ‘buy in another than if we could 
complete the exchange in the same country. This 
might be true, if your production was limited, and 
the demand for il certain; but, with a greatly im 
proving agriculture, and some tisk in our markets, 
the object is important. Great Britain being the 
factory of those things which would mahe her 
most dependent on the agricultural interest, and 
the national wealth being probably at the greatest 
height, there is no expectation that her consump- 
tion will increase. On the other hand, as labor is 
now to receive its direction in France to the ma- 
nufacturing arts, so far as concerns America, you 
will take from the agricultural strength a large 
class of people, and by that means create a dce- 
pendence on you, at least to the amount of their 
own consumption, and the wealth you will diffuse 
will give ability to thousands who are now too 
poor to bid for your commodities. Nor is it pro- 
bable that you wil] purchase this important bene- 
fit on very disadvantagcous terms: for it is agreed 


on all hands that many important arfs are well 
understood there, and that labor, which forms the 
principal part of the cost of most articles, is con- 
siderably cheaper in France than in England. 

Another very importaut operation of a discri- 
mination in favor of France will be that, by en- 
couraging liberal industry, you may put an end to 
some practices which, in the existing state of con- 
sumption, greatly depreciate our commoditics. I 
mean the public provision made in granaries, and 
the supply from them in times of scarcity, w hich 
destroys the competition that raises every thing 
to ifs just value. Different consequences have 
been foretold as likely to result from those mea- 
sures, to which T shall give a short examination. 
We are told that the preference long since given 
by our laws has been equal to a prohibition of 
British vessels, and that, to the extent to which it 
has gone, the best effects have been produced. To 
secure this operation from a recent attack, and al 
the same time to extend it to some branches of 
trade, to which its principles would equally ex- 
tend, is the object of the marine resolutions. We 
have uo-reason to apprehend bad consequences 
from an action which has hitherto had good con- 
sequences. As lo the increased dutics on manu- 
factures, I think the prospect in no way threaten- 
ing; for, if there should be found no country to 
supply our wants on better terms, the diminution 
of consumption will be only in proportion to the 
duty. This can be by no means alarming, von- 
sidered as the worst consequence of the meusure 
to men with whom the impost is the favorite 
mode of collecting the revenue, at a time when 
the public wants are equal to any possible produce. 
If there shall be found a competitor with Great 
Britain for our consumption, the great object will 
be attained, as it must be accompanied by a cor- 
responding consumption of American productions. 
But we are told that there will be a conflict of 
eommercial regulations between this country and 
Great Britain, and that the consequence will be, 
the loss of the market she affords us. The pro- 
bable consequences of such a conflict will best de- 
termine whether it is to be expected, as it will 
commence on her part as well as ours, with a 
view to consequences. The danger which she 
can alone apprehend is the loss of the market for 
her manufactures; and to obviate this, it would 
be absurd to widen the breach between us, as that 
would tend, in a direet proportion, to the establish- 
ment of unfriendly habits and manufactures, either 
here or in other countries, which would rival hor 
own. If, however, the ullimate advantage would 
justify such measures, the immediate distress of 
her people would forbid it. The American trade 
must be the means of distributing bread to several 
hundred thousand persons, whose occapations 
would be wholly ended with the trade, aud the 
Government is by no means in a situation to bear 
their discontent. Their navigation and manu- 
factures draw many important ingredients from 
Ameriva which would be lost to them. ‘The ere- 
ditors of the people of America, to an immense 
amount, would be deprived of the remittances 
which depend on a friendly intercourse. Ou the 
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whole, it would add to the disorders of the Go- 
vernment among those who, perhaps, have here- 
tofore contributed to its support, without gratify- 
ing anything but an arrogant resentment. But 
we are told that our own citizens would be equal 
sufferers, and are more to be injured by being 
stopped in a carecr of rapid improvement. It will 
be hard to anticipate any real misfortune to Ame- 
rica in such a contest, unless the temporary loss 
of indulgencies, which are by no means necessary, 
can be so called. The consumption of Great Bri- 
tain is, according to the most friendly calculation, 
not more than one-third of our purchases from her, 
and, therefore, the national wealth, independent 
of the pratification of our appetites, will receive 
an immense addition, and a vast fund will be pro- 
cured to make lasting and valuable improvements, 
which would be degraded by comparison with the 
gewgaws ofa day. Itis to be remarked that the 
diminution of our exports would be divided among 
large classes of people, and in all cases forms a de- 
duction from the annual income, rather than a 
total loss. This will result from the various ob- 
jects of American industry and the division of the 
markets of its produce. This forms an important 
difference between America and.Grcat Britain, in 
an estimate of the effects of a rupture between the 
two countries. In my opinion, the habits of the 
Southern States are such as to require the con- 
trol which is said to be the consequence of these 
measures. Under the facility offered by the modes 
of trade before spoken of, and the credit which is 
said to be so beneficial, they have not only in- 
volved themselves in debt, but have contracted 
habits which, with the power of gratification, must 
always keep them so. We did hope that the ad- 
ministration of justice would have corrected the 
evil, but we now find that it cannot be corrected 
but by entire changes. It is founded in the policy 
of the merchant himself, and this circumstance is 
enough to present to the minds of the Committee 
along train of dependent mischiefs. It is a fact, 
supported by the best evidence, that our merchants 
who get thcir goods from the manufacturer pay 
as much for them as the shopkeeper who buys at 
Baltimore or Philadelphia. This is one of the 
consequences of the want of credit which al- 
ways will follow a reliance on collection from 
farmers; and there can be no doubt that the mer- 
chant is indemnified for his disgrace as well as 
his advance. The result of the whole train of in- 
dulgence is, that our goods are bought at an ad- 
vance from a half to one-fourth of what they could 
be afforded for in cash sales. Nor does the mis- 
chief slop here. It brings a subjection which ma- 
terially affects the sale of our produce. T do be- 
licve, myself, that the war with Great Britain did 
not bring half the mischief on us that their credit 
has; and I very much suspect a credit for con- 
sumption will always be found equally mischievous. 
It by no means resembles money loans, as is in- 


sinuated by the gentleman from South Carolina, | treaty. 
by freeing a man’s own resources for any other j away 


use. It is certain that there is no other safe regu 


lated, they always fall short of the income, and 


that, when they depend on credit, they always 
exceed it, and thereby subject future revenue, 
Lessening the importation of foreign manufactures 
will increase our household fabrics, which experi- 
ence has proved to be highly profitable, as the 
labor is done by a part of the community of little 
power in any other application. Regular efforts in 
this way have been, in my country, certainly pro- 
ductive of independence. 

It is acknowledged that we may derive great 
advantages from France in our commerce, but it 
is said they should be secured by treaty, and we 
should not pay beforehand for them. If advanta- 
ges are to be drawn by treaty from foreign na- 
tions, to enable the Exccutive to procure them, 
we must advance the impost beyond the revenue 
standard, or they will have nothing to give in ex- 
change. Will gentlemen agree to involve France 
in this measnre indiscriminately, when we have 
already a commercial treaty with her, which 
was concomitant with that treaty which gave 
us independence? Will they, under such proofs 
of friendliness, and while they are laboring under 
a revolution that must strengthen our connexion, 
show distrust of their justice, when the distinction 
now proposed may give them a knowledge of these 
advantages they may derive from our trado, and 
thereby make them more cager for a permanent 
contract? It will be always in our power, when 
we find ourselves deceived, to restore the equality 
with Great Britain. We are asked what will be- 
come of our revenue under such an establishment? 
The answer is obvious, from my former observa- 
tions : if the consumption is reduced only by means 
of revenue, the revenue will increase; if it is les- 
sened by competition, it will not be diminished, for 
the present rates will continue on all foreign goods, 
and we shall be better able to pay from the im- 
provement of our forcign markets. But if there 
should be a diminution without lessening the 
power of the people to pay, what mischiefs will 
there be? very body understands that the peo- 
ple pay the revenue, although it is collected by 
custom-house officers, and there is reason to be- 
lieve that the expense of collection is greater in 
that way than any other, as there is not only'the 
apparent expense, but a secret compensation to the 
merchants for advancing it. 

But we are told that we are including countries 
in the general description which are our best cus- 
tomers—Spain, Portugal, the Hanse Towns, and 
Denmark. lt will be found that they are little 
within the reach of the propositions, not being 
carriers, and very little manufacturers of the arti- 
cles to be taxed. It will be in the power of the 
Legislature to save them, in filling up the blanks ; 
but this is not intended to shut out any nation 
which chooses to trade with us on liberal terms 5 
and, if we are satisfied with our footing in their 
trade, there is no doubt but we can secure it by 

They will not complain of our taking 
benefits which they may resume at any 
We are told that this business is merely 


time. 


lation of a farmer’s expenses than his income; and | commercial, and that we should not think of our 
pP ; 1 


experience every day proves that, when so regu- 


political relations to Great Britain; but, in my 
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Opinion, most of our grievances have commercial , and in the dominions of neither of those Powers 
Objects, and therefore are to be remedied by com- have our ships or the produce of this country (ex- 
mercial resistance. If you take away what is| cept in the single article of our oil in France) been 
contended for, contest must end. The Indian war | admitted on any imore favorable terms than the 
and the Algerine attacks have both commercial | ships or produce of any other nation; and for this 
views, or Great Britain must stand without ex- | obvious reason, because our treaties only insure 
cuse for instigating the most horrid cruelties. I} the advantages they may grant tu the most favored 
consider, however, the propositions before you as | nation ; and, being circumstanced in such a mman- 
the strongest weapon America possesses, and the | ner as not judging it for their interests to distin- 
most likely to restore her to all her rights, politi- guish any one by its favors, we are left only in the 
eal and commercial; and I trust I have shown that | enjoyment of a trade with them on the terms 
the means will have a beneficial effect, if they , common to all other nations. This being the case, 
should fail as a remedy with respect to Great | I would not give one farthing to have like treaties 
Britain. formed with every other nation, for they have not 
Mr. Goopuve: Mr. Chairman, the propositions ; been, and never can be, of any service to us; if we 
now before us having heen considered by several | expect to derive any advantage from commercial 
gentlemen, who hare already spoken, and who have treaties, we must stipulate for some certain good, 
given such a particular dctuil of calculations, I shall | for some other good which we may grant them in 
confine myself to some gencral obscrvations on the | return. 
subject. But it is said, Mr. Chairman, we are particu- 
The gentleman from Maryland has made an|larly injured by the commercial restrictions of 
observation which struck me very forcibly as ap- | Great Britain, The fact is, we enjoy in our trade 
plied to the subject before us, because it isa maxim | with that country all the advantages of commerce, 
to which all mankind have assented, aud upon | and in some instances greater than they grant to 
which all mankind continually practice--it was | any other nation, Our pot ash, and several other 
this: “there is no friendship in trade;” and it| articles, pay a less duty in Great Britain than the 
may be added, as a necessary consequence, there | like articles do from any other country, and in no 
ought to be no hatred in trade. By following a j instance do I believe they pay greater. Our ships 
path founded upon so obvious a maxim as the| are allowed generally to carry to Great Britain 
foregoing, we may be sure of a right guide, but if | and Ireland the productions of this country on the 
we deviate from it, we are in danger of being led | same terms their own ships do. We have also 
into unforeseen error and mischief. It is unques- | free admission into their extensive territories iu 
tionably our duty to attend to the navigation and | India, where they prohibit the ships of their own 
commerce of our country, and give it every proper | country, unless they belong to their India Com- 
encouragement which time and circumstances | pany. ' 
admit; this has ever been my wish and my| It is true our commerce is cramped by a refusal 
conduct. of our ships into their Colonies of Nova Scotia, 
This object, so important and desirable, must be | Canada, Newfoundland, and their West India 
effected by fixed principles and regulations, such Islands, which is the only evil of a commercial 
as giving our vessels a decided preference in our | kind we have to complain of in their regulations. 
own ports’ above the ships of every other mation | But this is not an evil in consequence of distin- 
whatever, by paying less tonnage and other duties; | guishing us from any other nation; they deny 
by suffering no foreign ships to biing into the | that privilege to all others, and it has taken effect 
United States the productions of any other country | as it relates to us in conseqnence of our becoming 
than the one to which they belong; and by pro-|an independent nation. The evil of being prohi- 
hibiting forcign ships from coming to the United | bited their Colonies arises from the existing cir- 
States from those places where our own ships are; cumstances of things. Their contiguity to the 
; States compels them to carry on a conside- 
| 


prohibited. 

These are the fixed principles and regulations | rable trade with us fur supplies, and in which it is 
by one or all of which our navigation and com- | but just we should be partakers ; and, if we mean 
to redress this evil, we should point out measures 


merce can only be promoted, and must never be 
deviated from, when adopted in favor of any one | to that object, and say no forcign ships shall come 
to the United States from any place where our 


nation whatevcr—unless it be in return for some 

special advantage granted to us by any particular | ships are prohibited; or, if they do come, they 

nation as an equivalent. Hitherto, our Govern- | should come under sume peculiar disadvantages. 

ment has proceeded to distinguish foreign ships, | This would be meeting the evil direct. 

only by making them pay greater tonnage and du-| If we raise the duties on their manufactures 

tics than our own. If circumstances required it, | imported into this country, as is propused by the 

and the time is judged a scasonable one, | shall be | resolutions now under consideration, with a view 
of compelling them to be more liberal in their 


willing to proceed further. 
Let us examine what advantages we enjoy in| commercial arrangements with us, we shall surely 
miss our aim, for it is certain France in her pre- 


consequence of any commercial treaties we have 
sent situation is by no means able to supply us, 


already formed, for the propositions before us are 
proposed to affect only those nations with whom | whatever she may do hereafter. No other country, 
at present, but Great Britain, can supply us; it 


we have.no treatics. We have commercial trea- 
ties with Prussia, Sweden, France, and Holland, | therefore follows, undeniably, if such be the fact, 
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that if we import their goods and lay an additional 
duty on them, the blow aimed at them will fall on 
us, by raising the price to the consumers in this 
country equal to the proposed additional duty. 

It is said the chief of the foreign tonnage that 
comes to this country is British, and this is an 
evil; if our object is to promote our own naviga- 
tion, I should suppose the evil consisted in having 
our trade so much carried on in foreign bottoms, 
and not as belonging to one or another foreign na- 
tion; and, if we meant further to encourage our 
navigation, we ought to raise the tonnage duty on 
all foreign shipping; this would be coming to the 
object. Bunt how comes it we have so many more 
British ships than others? Have we granted them 
a monopoly, or may not the ships of every other 
nation come here on the same terms they do? 
The reason, then, why there are so many more 
British than other foreign ships which come here, 
isnot because we have encouraged it by any re- 
gulations we have adopted, but because they are 
a more enterprising, commercial people than their | 
neighbors, and from other causes which will ever 
influence and direct commerce., 

It is also mentioned that a considerable part of 
the products of this country shipped to Great Bri- 
tain, is not consumed there, but re-shipped to other 
countries, and that we ought to make such regu- 
lations as that such excess should pass directly to 
the country where they are consumed, without 
their first going through Great Britain. 

I should think it strange if any one was to re- 
fuse selling an article because he understood the 
person who wanted to purchase it would not be 
the consumer, but he would afterwards scll it to 
another; this would not certainly influence, and 
ought not. Let us examine and see whether our 
navigation has received any encouragement by 
the regulations already adopted by this Govern- 
ment. In 1790, our navigation was but little more 
than one-half of all the tonnage entered in the 
United States; in 1791, it was three-fifths; and in 
1792 it was nearly two-thirds. Foreign tonnage 
has actually decreased since that period 14,000 
tons, while ours has increased 171,000 tons. If the 
increase is not sufficient, then we must increase 
the tonnage duty on foreign shipping, and take 
such other measures as I have hinted at to pro- 
mote the object; though I confess such is our deli- 
cate situation at this time, I am inclined to believe 
experiments are hazardous ; and I should be strong- 
ly apprehensive, if we pass any restrictive laws at 
this time, that shall affect Great Britain only, as 
is the avowed object of the resolutions before us, 
such is her close alliance with most of the Euro- 
pean nations, and especially with Spain, that she 
will be fully able to influence some of them at 
least, and Spain in particular, (who is not very 
friendly,) to be associated with her in any counter- 
regulations she may think proper to pursue by 
way of retaliation. 

Mr. Cuark differed from many members who 
had spoken before him, in the view they took of 
the subject; he conceived it ought to be considered 
in a political light. We had many wrongs to 
complain of, and we should endeavor to obtain re- 


| now. 


dress. The English have violated our Treaty, 
just after it was ratified, by taking away our ne- 
groes, and since by holding our posts; they have 
also set the savages ou our backs, and have not 
they let loose the Algerines upon us? Shall we 
sit still and bear it? How can we help it, it is 
asked? They will retaliate, we are told. How 
retaliate? will they refuse to sell us their manu- 
factures? He remembered that, even in old times, 
a non-importation agreement made them repeal 
their stamp act. We have surely as well now as 
we had then a right not to buy their goods; we 
don’t want to cram our provisions down their 
throats, or to force them to buy our lumber. 
During the non-importation agreement, we did 
not perish with cold; we found, even then, that 
among ourselves we could make wherewith to 
clothe ourselves; we are surely as able to do it 
We then gained our point; we should now 
be much more powerful with the same weapon ; 
many of her manufacturers are already starving 
for want of employment. We should add greatly 
to their distress, and soon bring the Government 
to their senses, and they will be glad to enter into 
a commercial treaty with us. 

The balance of trade with Great Britain is 
much against us; and by carrying to Portugal and 
Spain what we send to them, we shonld receive 
cash in return. France will not always be in a 
storm, and a supply of the manufactured articles 
we want may soon be received from that quarter. 

Ile did not sec to what purpose calculations 
three hours long had been brought forward. Ft 
was very well for merchants to calculate in their 
counting-houses; but he conccived the Legisla- 
ture should determine the question upon political 
considerations. He concluded by remarking, that 
he believed by this time the Committee must 
pretty clearly sce that he was in favor of the re- 
solutions. 

Mr. Parker considered the resolutions on the 
table as indefinite and unintelligible. If revenue 
is the object, we should remember the remark of 
Dr. Swift, that in the arithmetic of taxation, two 
and two do not always make four, but sometimes 
only one. He thought there was a jarring in the 
third resolution, which contradicted the first. 
The leading clause of the first resolution, which 
has occasioned so long a debate, is in these words : 
“That the interest of the United States would be 
promoted by further restrictions and higher du- 
ties, in certain cases, on the manufactures and na- 
vigation of foreign nations employed in the com- 
merce of the United States, than those now im- 
posed.” The third resolution which Mr. P. re- 
ferred to, is in these words: ‘That the duty on 
vessels belonging to the nations having commer- 
cial treaties with the United States, ought to be 
reduced to per ton.” The resolutions meant 
either too much, or nothing. He would move to 
amend the first resolntion, but that he hoped it 
would be altogether cast aside. 

Mr, S. Surra, of Maryland, rose and apologized 
to the Committee for presuming to intrude upon 
them a second time by the delivery of his senti- 
ments. He said that a personal attack had been 
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made yesterday upon him in that House. It had 
met him out of doors, and had gone into the world. 
After he had done speaking yesterday, a member 
had risen, and held forth as a fundamental obser- 
vation, that “gentlemen possessing capitals of 
their own were in favor of the propositions; bat 
that dealers upon credit were against them.” 
When this remark was made, as he had but just 

sat down from dclivcring his negative to the reso | 
lutions, he could not help thinking himself aimed | 
at as one of those dealers upon credit. [Here the į 
member referred to rose, and solemnly declared 

that a personal allusion to Mr. Suitu had never 

entered his mind] Mr. S. went on to vubserve, 

that the whole assertion was erroneous. The 

merchants of America are men of liberal senti- 

ments—more so, he believed, than merchants of 
any other part of the world. They are not to be 

biassed by the petty motives of interest, in preju- 

dice to the public interest of their country. The 

gentleman whom he referred to had spoke of an 

alarming British influence in some of the com- 

mercial cities of America. Ile had alleged that 

merchants, by their connexion with Britain, would 

be under its influence; but there was no such 

thing. In this country, merchants studied the 

Constitution, and were attached to it. In other 

countrics, they minded only profit. As a reflce- 

tion had been thrown on merchants who dealt 

upon credit, he should take leave to observe that 

credit was a very good thing. As to himself, he 

had, before the war began, acquired, by his indus- 

try, as much property as placed him beyond the 

necessity of credit. By the war, he was reduced 

to nothing. After the peace, he again began as he 

set outat first. By the same industry and the same 

talents, he had once more acquired independence. 

By the British buccancers, he had lost as much, 

since the present war began, as the gentleman to 

whom he rose in reply, would think a tolerable 

fortune for dividing among his sons; yet he could 

still spare time from his business for the service of 
his country. He said, that at first hearing the 

resolutions, he had been rather prejudiced in their 

favor. One of them was indeed a very enticing 

resolution, and at first view pleased him very 

much. [The resolution to which Mr. S. referred is 

the seventh, and runs in these words: 


“ Resolved, as the opinion of this Committee, That 
provision ought to be made for liquidating and ascer- 
taining the losses sustained by citizens of the United | 
States, from the operation of particular regulations of | 
any country, contravening the Law of Nations, and j 
that such losses be reimbursed in the first instance, out | 
of the additional duties on the manufactures, produc- i 
tions, and vessels of the nations establishing such un- 
lawful regulations.” ] 

He since opposed them, from a conviction that 
they were injudicions. This gentleman and others 
had spoken with complacency of destroying com 
mercial credit. He would again repeat his affirm- 
ation that credit was a good thing. To destroy it 
would establish an aristocracy in commerce, which 
was as bad as an aristocracy in Government. Tle 
explained this expression, by subjoining, that the 
dissolution of credit would confine trade to mer- 


chants possessing large capitals and an old and 
established correspondence in the manufacturing 
countrics. An apprentice of the best connexions, 
and most promising abilities, would find it impos- 
sible, at the expiration of his indentures, to begin 
business for himself upon such oppressive terms of 
competition. It would be requisite to send ready 
money to Europe at the tine of commissioning 
the goods ; that is, to pay for them six months be- 
fore they were received. This operation would 
raise the price of tiicm fifteen per cent, which 
would bea real tax. He was astonished to hear 
gentlemen speak with indifference as to the ad- 
vantages of mercantile credit. The State of 
Georgia was rising inlu prosperity with a prodi- 
gious progress. And by what means was this ef- 
fected? By credit, certainly; for it never could 
have been accomplished in any other way. He 
said that we should renounce all national animosi- 
ties, and consider all mankind as one great family. 
Let us always go where we can sell best. Mr. S. 
closed a speech of uncommon animation, by say- 
ing that the resolutions reminded hiin of the story 
of the goose which laid golden eggs. Let us eut 
her up, said the boy, and we shall get them all at 
once, he ten per cent. of tonnage upon forcign 
vessels had been of great service ; but the present 
plan was too abrupt. 

The Committee now rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 


Tray, January 17. 

A memorial of Andrew G. Fraunces, of the city 
of New York, was presented to the House and 
read, praying to be furnished with an official copy 
of the proceedings on the subject of his memorial, 
presented the 19th ultimo, and that the House 
will speedily determine on the legality of his claim 
for the payment of certain warrants issued by the 
late Board of ‘Treasury. 

Ordered, That the said memorial do lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Beatty, from the committee to whom was 
recomunitted the bill for completing and better sup- 
porting the Military Establishment of the United 
States, reported an amendatory hill; which was 
read twice and committed. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the Appropriation Bill, (Mr. TRUMBCLL 
in the Chair.) The Committee proceeded in the 
discussion, during which, Mr. Barpwry rose re- 
peatedly, fur the purpose of inquiring into the exv- 
cess of various sums appropriated, for contingen- 
cies and other purposes, above the sums heretofore 
appropriated. His ohjeet was, that a committee 
should be appointed to make particular inquiry 
into the reasons of these excesses, and to report. 
A motion was at length made and carried, for the 
rising of the Committee. In the House, Mr. 
Barowin made a motion for the appointment of 
a special committee, to inquire into the cause of, 
and report on the expediency of, these excesses, 
This motion was agreed to, and a comuuttee of five 
appointed. 
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PETITION Or DANIEL PARKER. not, he should then meve that it should be refer- 
The ITouse took into consideration the Report ; red to a select committee. The petition was or- 
3 On Secretary of the Treasury on the memorial ; dered to lie on the table, 
of Daniel Parker. The substance of the Report : DIN ` 
is, that it nay be for the interest of the United ALGERINE AFFATRS. 
States to compound the debt due from the memo-}| The Committee of Ways and Means, appoint- 
Tialist, and suggests the expediency of vesting a ed pursuant to the resolutions of the House on the 
power somewhere to make the composition. Te / commnunientions from the PRESIDENT or tne 
was moved that a committee should be appointed | UmTED States relative to Algiers, brought in a 
to prepare and report a bill pursuant to the report l report, which was twice read, and referred to the. 
of the Sceretary of the Treasury. Some debate ; Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
ensued on this motion. It was opposed on the | Union. 
score of precedent, and that it might be better for Ordered, That it be printed for the usc of the 
the United States to lose the debt than to establish | members. 
a precedent which might open a door to every The report states that the Naval force for the 
delinquent debtor of the United States. If the | protection of the trade of the United States, shall 
memorialist is an honest man, and has any pro- | consist of four ships of forty-four guns each, 18 
perty, he will throw himself on the justice and. and 9 pounders, and two of 20 guns each. The 
humanity’of his country. The conduct of the | aggregate sum wanted for this purpose is estimat- 
petitioner, in withdrawing from his country, and | ed at six hundred thousand dollars; to raise which, 
his consequent deportment, were reprobated. In | one per cent, additional duty is proposed to be laid 
support of the motion, it was said that the only | on imported goods now paying seven and one-half 
question was, whether the United States would | per cent. ; five per cent. additional on stone, mar- 


insist on reeciving the whole of their demand, and 
get nothing, or compromise their demand, and re- 
ceive something. ‘This, it was said, was not esta- 
blishing a precedent; it was simply following the 
custom established in all similar cases by indivi- 
duals. It was true that public bodies adopt gene- 
rally a more rigid line of conduct, and perhaps 
with propriety in most cases; but, in the present 
instance, the memorialist is out of the country, 
out of the reach of the laws; he is able to pay 
something, but is not willing to be divested of all 
his property, and be still bound to discharge a 
balance he never can pay. 

Mr. Nicnozas proposed the following motion, 
as a substitute for the first motion, that a commit- 
tee be appointed to inquire whether D. Parker & 
Co. have any equitable or other claims to a reduc- 
tion of the balances which appcar against them 
on the books of the Treasury of the United States, 
and report specially thereon to the House. ‘This 
motion, after some further debate, was agreed to, 
and a committee of three appointed. 


Monpay, January 20. 
QUAKERS’ MEMORIAL. 


A memorial was read from the people called 
Quakers. The substance of this memorial is, 
to request that Congress wonld pass a law to pro- 
hibit the citizens of the United States from trans- 
porting slaves from the coast of Africa to the 
West India Islands. The petition was read by the 
SPEAKER. 

Mr. Gites wished that it might be referred to a 
select cominittee. 

Mr. Bourne wished that it should lie on the 
table for a day or two. He did not, by this, mean 
to oppose the principle of the memorial; but he wn- 
derstood that another, of the same tenor, was to be 
presented to the Senate. He therefore wished 
that it might be deferred till the House could see 
whether the Senate should take it up. If they did 


ble, &c.; and on all stone and carthen ware, three 
cents additional; on salt, per bushel, six cents ad- 
ditional, per ton, on ail vessels of the United States 
employed in foreign trade; and twenty-five cents 
additional, per ton, on all other vessels. 

On motion of Mr. Firasimons, an addition was 
made to the Committee of Ways and Meaus ; so 
thal it now consists of a member from every State, 
who are to make auuther report respecting the 
fortifying the ports and harbors of the United 
States. 

Ordered, That Mr. Girman, Mr. Watts, Mr. 
Orr, Mr. Parton, Mr. Banpwiy, and Mr. ISRAEL 
SMITH, be added to the committee appointed to re- 
port to this House the Naval foree adequate to the 
protection of the commerce of the United States, 
against the Algerine corsairs, together with an es- 
timate of the expense, and the ways and means 
for defraying the same. 


CORRESPONDENCE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


Mr. W. Sauru remarked, that in the discussion 
of the resolutions respecting commercial affairs, 
much stress had been laid on the suggestion, that 
Great Britain had not discovered any disposition to 
enter into a commercial treaty with the United 
States, informed the House that in the correspond- 
ence between the Executive of the United Siates 
and the Minister of Great Britain, as printed by 
order of the Tfonse, it appears, that there is a 
chasm oceasioned by the omission of a Tetter from 
the Secretary of State to that Minister, which letter 
l is referred to in a subseqnent letter. 

Mr. Gives said, that it was very possible the let- 
ter to which Mr, Sarra referred, never had existed. 
It was said to have been written on the 5th of De- 
cember, 1791. Tt was likciy enough that Mr. Hain- 
mond might have mistaken a date. 

Mr. Dexter said, that there was an evident 
chasm. A letter must have been suppressed. 

Mr. Manison thought that there was a chasm, 
which should be filled up, but it might do as welt 
to defer the matter for a day or two, till inquiry 
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should be made of the Secretary of State, why it 
had been withheld? Upon informing the Presi- 
DENT, he would either give it up, or mention the 
reasons why he should not. 

Mr, Bourne said, that a motion concerning pa- 
pers to be obtained from the Secretary of State, 
had been lying on the table since the beginning of 
last week. He wished it to be read. 

Mr. Gites and Mr. Nıcmoras thought there 
could be no use for this letter, but they would not 
oppose an inquiry for its production. 

The House then agreed to a resolution pro- 
posed by Mr. W. Suir, the purport of which is, 
that the Presipext or THe Unirep Srares be 
applied to for information on the subject, and re- 
quested to lay before the House the omitted letter, ; 
or such parts as he may think proper. It was then 
moved and seconded, that the PresipENT be made 
acquainted with the resolution now adopted, 
which was agreed to. It was then proposed, that 
a committee of three members should be appoint- 
ed to wait on him for that purpose. The motion | 
was negatived. It was then moved and agreed, | 
that the committee should consist of two mem- 
bers. 

A Message was received from the PRESIDENT 
or tus Unrrep Srares, on the subject of the recal 
of the Minister of the French Republic. This Mes 
sage statcs, that the conduct of the Minister had 
met with decided disapprobation, and the Govern- 
ment of France promises, that his recal shall be ex- 
pedited without delay. 

Mr. Batowin, from the committee appointed to 
examine the articles in which the present estimate 
exceeds the appropriations and actual settlements 
of preceding years, and report the causes, with 
their opinion of the cxpediency of such excess, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The Spraker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing the copy of a Letter to him from the Commis- 
sioner of the Revenue, stating the causes which 
have delayed the report on the revenue arising 
from spirits distilled within the United States, and 
from stills, required by the order of this House of 
the second of March last; which were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT.: 


Tt was then moved, that the House go into a 
Committee on the bill for completing and better 
supporting the Military Establishment of the United 
States. 

The bill was discussed by paragraphs. The se- 
cond section proposes, in substance, that those who 
continue in service to the expiration of their enlist- 
ment, shall reccive thirty dollars in addition to 
their pay, to be paid to them personally, in propor | 
tion to the time they had been in service. This | 
section, after some debate, was struck out. 

A motion was made to strike out the last section 
which provides that the widows and orphans of 
officers who die, or are killed in the service, shall 
be entitled to three years’ half pay. This motion 
after considerable debate, was carried. | 


A section was then proposed which provides for 
a donation of two hundred acres of land to every 


| non-commissioned officcr, musician, and private of 


the army, at the end of the service, provided they 
settle on the same. This motion, after several 
amendments, was agrecd to. 

[In discussing the clauses of the bill on the Mili- 
tary establishment, Mr. Wapswortu said, that the 
American army was dwindling to nothing, for the 
want of proper officers. There was no suitable 
encouragement in the service, to compensate for 
the toils and dangers of a military life. Many 
officers would resign their commissions, if they 
could only get Government to accept of them. It 
would be necessary to make an augmentation of 
their pay, or do something else to encourage them. 
There was no incitement in this war, upon the 
principles of honor, because we had been told that 
the war itself was infamous. Some provision ought 
to be made for the widows and children of officers. 
Many of the widows of officers had been reduced 
to work with their own hands for bread, while 
their children had been sent to school by a sub- 
seription among their neighbors. 

Mr. Crarx, in reply, said, that there were many 
soldiers who would gladly resign. If an officer 
had twenty-seven dollars per month, and a soldier 
but three or four, is it not proper that the Govern- 
ment should provide as weil for the widows and 
children of soldicrs, as of officers? He was confi- 
dent that the army could find plenty of officers. 

Mr. CLarsorne was of opinion that the widows 
and children of soldiers were as much flesh and 
blood as those of officers; and that the State was 
as much ubliged to the soldiers as to the officers. 
The latter were better paid than the former, and 
so were more likely to leave something behind 
them for the support of their families. He said 
that we lived under a Republican Government, 
where all ranks of men were equally entitled to 
the protection of the State. 

Mr. Smitie considered it as highly unjust that 
there should be so great a differerice between the 
pay of an officer and that of a soldier. Tt was 
proper to support rank, but the principle was car- 
ried too far. He would only ask what sort of men 
officers were, and what soldiers were? He knew 
of no distinction. Why, then, should we provide 
for the widows and the children of the officers, 
and not for those of the soldiers, when the latter 
had but four dollars per month? 

The fact is, said Mr. Smita, of Maryland, that 
your best officers have cither left the army, or are 
daily leaving it. The General finds it necessary 
to force them to stay. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. CrainoaNg.] had seen service, and 
was, Mr. S. believed, as good a Republican as 
any in that House. He surely must know that 
the services of men of education could not, in any 
part of the world, be obtained at the same rate as 
those ‘of the inferior classes. Gentlemen might 
speak of equality, but in practice the thing was im- 
possible. As to women it was well enough known 
what sort of Jadics commonly followed the camp. 
Tt would be absurd to place them on a level with 
the widows of vlllcers, or to suppose that they de- 
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served equally the protection of the States. The 
time would perhaps come when we should repent 
of having intrusted the army in other hands than 
those which at present kept it together. 

Mr. Cxarporye said, that some of the officers 
who retired from the army were men of pleasure. 
He repeated his remarks upon equality. 

Mr. Wapsworti said, that we might talk of 
Republican armies, and Republican principles, as 
long as we pleased. By the former he understood 


= 


' the second section, was, on the question put there- 


upon, agreed to by the House. The second amend- 
ment, to strike out the last section in the words 
following to wit: 


“ And be it further enacted, That year's half pay 
shall be allowed to all commissioned officers who shall 
serve for a term not less than three years, and until the 
Army shall be ¢lischarged:” 


Mr. Sura said that he hoped this clause would 


nothing more than an army raised by a Republic, | not be stricken out. He had little to say, but what 


If good officers were not kept, it was certain the 
ariny must go to nothing, for it was as impossible 
to march an army into the field without officers, as 
it was for that House to do business without a 
Speaker or a Chairman. 
men who were fond of going into the army as 
officers. But time and reflection convinced them, 
for which he was very sorry, that it was not worth 
while for any gentleman to spend his life in the 
service. The consequence was, that the Amer- 
ican army was losing, as fast as possible, its best 
officers. ] 

The Committee then rose, and reported the bill 
with amendments, 


~ 


Tunspay, January 21. 


A Message was received from the PRESIDENT oF 
THE Unirep Srares communicating statements re- 
specting the duties on distilled spirits; also sundry 
laws which have been passed by the Government 
Northwest of the Ohio. 

A petition of several of the late officers and pri- 
vates of the first Pennsylvania regiment was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying compensation 
for military services rendered, and losses and injuries 
sustained in the Army of the United States during 
the late war. 

Ordered, That the said petition, together with 
the petition of Catharine Myler, which lay on the 
table, be referred to the Sceretary of War, with in- 
struction to examine the same, and report his opin- 
ion thereupon to the House. 

Ordered, That the memorial of the people 
called Quakers, at their yearly meeting held in 
Rhode Island, in the year 1798, which lay on the 
table, be referred to Mr. Truwpunt, Mr. Wann, 


le knew of many young | 


he had already remarked. The officers were leav- 
ing the service very fast; and if something was not 
done for the Army, we shall soon see an end of it. 
| No respect whatever was shown by other citizens 
‘to the American uniform. 
; Mr. Crark said that certain members of the 
| House, on every question, were fond of pomposity. 
Officers who could not live upon their pay, could 
| live nowhere. The back woods were not the place 
to spend much money. It was well known that 
there was another cause of complaint which dis- 
i persed the officers. 
1 Mr. Forrest thought it necessary to keep in the 
‘clause. Ife had been informed by several officers 
that want of adequate pay was a very great objec- 
tion to staying in the Army. 

Mr. Wanswortn said that he was glad to hear 
gentlemen speak out, and acknowledge that there 
were other causes of dissatisfaction. None of his 
correspondents in the Army had told him so; but 
he believed that there were such other causes. Aa 
to spending money, it would be spent in the back 
woods as well as in the cities, as the officers fre- 
quently had to pay four times the common price 

ı for articles there. He did not believe that we 
should long have three cffective companies in the 
Army. He had nearly given up his hopes of that 
Army, and the rejection of this clause would just 
finish it. 

The question on striking out this clause was taken 
by yeas and nays, and stood—yeas 64, nays 24, as 

| follows : ` 


Yeas—Theodorus Bailey, Abrabam Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Ben- 
jamin Bourne, Gabriel Christie, Abiaham Clark, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, Wiliam J. Dawson, Jonathan Day- 
ton, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, 


Mr. Gives, Mr. Tauzot, and Mr. Grove; that; Dwight Foster, William B. Gilcs, James Gillespie, 
they do examine the matter thereof and report Nicholas Gilman, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, 
the same, with „thcir opinion thereupon, to the | Wiliam B. Grove, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, 

' Daniel Heister, James Hillhouse, Samuel Holten, John 


House. : 


Mr. VENABLE, from the committee appointed to 
inquire into and report a state of facts respecting 
sundry French vessels which have taken refuge in 
the ports of the United States, and their opinion on 
the propriety of remitting the foreign tonnage there- 
on, made a report; which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday by the Committee of 
the Whole House to the bill for completing and 
better supporting the Military Establishment of the 
United States. The first amendment, to strike out 


' Hunter, Jobn Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, Matthew 
Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Ma- 
dison, Francis Malbone, Joseph McDowell, Alexander 
Mebane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, William 
Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John 
Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickena, Francia Preston, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, 
Israel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Thomas Tredwell, John E. Van Atlen, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Francia Walker, Artemas Ward, Benjamin Wiliams, 
Paine Wingate, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays —Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Jolin Beat- 
ty, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Henry Dearborn, 
Uriah Forrest, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Thomas 
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Wepwespay, January 22. 

An engrossed bill for completing and betler sup- 
porting the Military Establishment of the United 
States, was read the third time. 

Ordered, That the said bill be recommiited to 

The other amendment, reported by the Commit- | Mr. Bearry, Mr. Irvine, Mr. Jerewtan Wans- 
tee of the Whole House was further amended, and, i worry, Mr. DeEARBouN, and Mr. VAN GAASBECK, 
on the question put thereupon, agreed to by the , Mr. Gines from the Committee appointed, pre- 
Honse. i sented a bili to establish an uniform system of bank- 

The House then proceeded further to amend the | ruptey throughout the United States; which was 
said bill, and, ou a motion made and seconded to | read twice and committed, 
add to the end thereof the following section, by way : A petition of the manufacturers of paint, in the 
of amendment, to wit: : towns of Baltimore and Alexandria, was presented 

“ And be it further enacted, That, if any officer shall ; tO the House and read, praying that the dutics 
die, by reason of wounds or otherwise, while in the ser i imposed on dry paints imported into the United 


Hartley, William Hiadman, William Irvine, Richard ' 
Bland Lee, Peter Muhlenberg, Thomas Seott, John S 
Sherburne, Samuel Smith, William Smith. Thomaa ! 
Sprigg, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trambuil, Peter Van | 
Gaa-beek, Jeremiah Wadsworth, and John Watts. 


vice of the United States, and shall leave a widow, or, 
if no widow, shall leave a child or children under age, ` 
such widow, or, if no widow, such child or children, 

shall he entitled to and receive the half of the monthly | 
pay to which the deceased was entitled, at the time of ; 


his death, for and during the term of —— years; and, 

in case of the death or intermarriage of such widow, 

belore the expiration of the said term of —— years, the į 
1 


half-pay, for the remainder of the term, shall go to the | 
support of the child or children of such deceased officer, 
while under the age of sixteen years; and in like man- 
ner the allowanee to the child or children of such de- 
ceased, where there is no widow, shall be paid no 
longer than while there is a child or children under the 
age aforesaid: Promded, That no greater sum shall be 
allowed, m any case, to the widow, or to the child or 
children of any officer, than the half pay of a Lieutenant ` 
Colonel :" | 


It was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 54, | 
nays 32, as follows : 


Yeas —Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Elias Bou- ; 
dinot, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Joshua , 
Coit, Trac Coles, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Day- : 
ton, Ifeury Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, | 
William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah Forrest, + 
Ezekiel Gilbert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, 
Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Christopher Greenup, ; 
Samuel Griffin, Carter B. Harrison, Thomas Hartley, ; 
Jobn Heath, William Hindman John Hanter, William - 
Irvine, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, William 
Lyman, James Madison, Francis Malboue, Wiliam 
Montgomery, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Mur 
ray, Joseph Neville, John Nicholas, Andrew Pickens, 
Francis Pieston, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, 
Samuel Smith, Wiiliam Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Zepha- | 
niah Swift, Silas Talbot, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, John E. Van Allen, Jeremiah Wadsworth, John 
Watts, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 


Nays—Theodorus Builev, Abraham Baldwin, Jobn ; 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabricl : 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Peleg 
Collin, Dwight Foster, Andrew Gregg, Daniel Heister, 
James Hillhouse, Samuel Hoiten, Macthew Locke, Na- 
thanel Macon. Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, 
Andrew Moore, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D Orr, Jo- 
siah Parker, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Tred- 
well, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Peleg 
Wadsworth, Francis Walker, Artemas Ward, Benjamin 
Williaws, and Paine Wiugate. 


Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
Morrow. 


States, may be taken off, and equivalent duties laid 


on foreign paints ground in oil. Also, a petition of 
the dealers in oil and painters’ colors, praying that 
the duties on dry paints may be so reduced as to 
afford encouragement for grinding them within the 
United States. 

Ordered, That the said petitions do lic on the 
table. 


The Sreaxen Jaid before the House a Letter 


| from the Secretary of State, enclosing the copy of 


a Letter from Mr. Jefferson to Mr. [ammond, dated 
December 5, 1791, transmitted pursuant to a reso- 
lution of this House of the 20th instant; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the [louse a Letter from 
the Secretary of War, communicating further in- 
formation from James Seagrove, Agent of Indian 
Affairs in the Southern Department, relative to a 
peace with the Creek Indians; which were read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The Tlouse again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Report of the 
Secretary of State on the privileges and restric- 
tions on the commerce of United States in foreign 
countries, 

Mr. Daytos said, that if he had before been 
disposed to enter into the extensive fieid of argu- 
ment which was opened to their view, by a resolu- 
tion vague and extensive as the one immediately 
under consideration of the Committee, he should 
be deterred from it by the example of gentlemen 
who had gone before him. They seemed to him 
to have wandered without any sure guide, or dis- 
tinct object; and, like persons who travel in a cir- 
cle, to have sat down after having bewildered or 
fatigued themselves in the attempt, without arriv- 
ing at the end of their pursuit. This, Mr. D. con- 
ceived was almost unavoidable, from the loose and 
general wording of the proposition He was not, 
he said, so fortuaate as to be present when the 
mover of these resolutions had favored the Com- 
mittee with his arguments in support of them; he 
might, therefore, he presumed, be indulged in in- 
quiring, what was the real purpose of the one 
under discussion; what commercial or political 
doctrine it contained; what principle in legisla- 
tion it was intended to establish? He wished to 
know whether it was regarded as a distinct propo- 
sition, or considered as necessarily connected with 
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and explained by, the resolutions (hat follow it? 
In either sense, however, he declared he found 
objections against it. As a distinct proposition, it 
appeared to him highly exceptionable, hecanse it 
did not ‘possess those qualities which were indis- 
pensable to one of that nature; it was indefinite, 
inconclusive, and therefore, of itself, unintelligible. 
Could any expression, he asked, be more vague 
than the words “in certain cases”? ‘They might 
embrace the vast world of commerce, or be con 
fined to two of its smallest articles. Neither those 
words, nor any other part of it, enabled the mind 
to determine what particular interests were to be 
promoted, or what objects were to be attained by 
the restrictions and duties proposed. Was the 
increase of the revenue designed by them, or the 
encouragement and protection of our own manu- 
factures, or merely a discrimination between those 
nations which had, and those which had not com- 
mercial treaties with the United States? These, 
Mr. D. remarked, were three distinct principles, 
each of them important, and deserving separate 
consideration, for they led to a very different course 
of inquiries, and would produce very different re- 
sults. If the increase of the revenue was meant, 
the inquiry would principally be, whether any 
and what articles of traffic or commerce would 
bear new burdens, with a confidence that they 
would give the increase contemplated; for it had 
been said, and frequently repeated, that two and 
two do not always make four. If gentlemen were 
disposed to encourage our own manufactures, the 
qnestian then wonld be, on what articles of foreign 
manufacture we might venture to lay prohibitory 
duties, and on what others it would be proper to im- 
pose only protecting duties? Prohibitory, in cases 
where the quantities manufactured among our- 
selves equalled, or might soon be made to equal, our 
home consumption; and protecting as to such 
others as could. not, for a considcrable length of 
time, be manufactured in this country in sufficient 
quantities for its supply. But if the plan of dis 
crimination was the sole object, they were then, 
Mr, D. said, to take a very different view of the 
subject, aud to aim their regulations not so much 
at the articles, as the agents of commerce, against 
nations, rather than merchandise. They would, 
in this case, find it necessary to weigh aud deter- 
mine whether the line of discrimination should be 
drawn between those nations in treaty and those 
not in treaty, or between the countries (whether 
in treaty or not) which had manifested a friendly, 
and those which had manifested a contrary dispo- 
sition. 

If, then, this proposition, viewed as an abstract 
one, established no certain principle, or if it in- 
volved and confounded a number so variant in 
their nature and tendency as he had stated them, 
there could no longer exist a doubt of the impro- 
pricty of agroeing to it. But, on the other hand, 
should it be considered as connected with, and 
explained by, the resolutions which follow, there 
were the strongest reasons for passinz it by, and 
proceeding to the second. What member, Mr, D. 
asked, would be willing to vote for a proposition 
which admitted of such various meanings and dif- 


3p Con.—9 


‘ferent explanations, and depended as to its sense 
upon certain explanatory resolutions, cach of which 
was to he separately discussed, and might be 
amended, altered, and even stricken out. Surely, 
he said, the gentlemen who were about to vote for 
it were not aware of the embarrassment into which 
such astep might lead them. In the probable event 
of an alteration of any of the other resolutions, 
this fundamental once might reccive a construction, 
and be directed to objects, which members, who 
assented to it, had not foreseen, or would have op- 
posed if they had forescen. But this, Mr. D. said, 
was not all; there was another reason against 
adopting it as a fundamental proposition. The 
articles which were inlended to explain it, were, 
in reality, false expositions of this text. The third 
arlicle was in direct opposition to its letter and 
spirit, as it went to establish a diminution of re- 
strictions and duties in certain cases, whereas the 
other contemplated “ further restrictions and higher 
duties,” as the true means of promoting the inte- 
rest of the United States. Having declared his 
grounds of objection, Mr. D. said he should have 
offered an amendment, or proposed a substitute, 
were it not that he hoped the Committee would 
agree to pass over the first proposition. 

Mr. Lee spoke as follows: The importance of 
the resolutions under consideration, is fully mani- 
fested both by the length and solemnity of the 
present discussion, and the universal solicitude 
which pervades our fellow-citizens. I have been 
deeply impressed with the awfulness of the pre- 
sent crisis; I have felt the magnitude of the snb- 
ject before us; I have listened with attention to 
everything which has been offered to our conside- 
ration; T have heen informed, I have been in- 
structed, I have been delighted. My mind, which 
hesitated, has been enabled to form its decision. 
And, though, sir, it may be unnecessary, after this 
declaration, to take up any of the time of the Com- 
mittee, I hope I shall meet with their pardon and 
indulgence, for soliciting a small portion of their 
attention, In the present jealous and censorious 
times, when it seems to have become fashionable, 
not more to inquire into the principles of mea- 
sures, than into the motives of public agents, the 
task of explaining the reasons of his conduct, is 
necessarily imposed on every public servant, who 
does not wish to have his motives misinterpreted. 
But, sir, notwithstanding I feel the necessity of 
explaining myself on the present occasion, both 
from the consideration I have mentioned, and to 
exhibit to my constituents, (whose virtue, industry, 
and value in society, claim every attention, from 
me, to their interests,} the reasons of my conduct; 
l should not ask the present indulgence, if the 
subject had been altogether placed in those lights, 
in which it most forcibly strikes my mind. And, 
under this impression, sir, I should be unworthy 
of the seat 1 hold here, and of the confidence of 
my fellow-citizens, if I withheld aught, which ap- 
peared to me conducive to their interests, and the 
general welfare. Before I proceed to a detail of 
the particular considerations, which I mean to 
bring into the view of the Committec, I hope 1 
shall be pardoned, while I attempt to establish 
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some general abstract principles, which appear to | That, therefore, the probability is, that every na- 
me important to guide us in the present discussion. | tion, under the existing state of things, has that 
And, though at tirst view, they may seem remote | Government and those laws, which are best adapt- 
from the subject, 1 hope the Committee will | ed to its manners, and most consonant with its eir- 
patiently attend me through the process of my | cumstances. 
reasonings, to those conclusions which will natua- Í will exemplify these characters. We know that 
rally result. the Government of Turkey would not suit us—we 
I consider, Mr. Chairman, human life as a sys- | do not know that our Government would suit the 
tem of expedients, whether viewed individually or | Turks. Leaving the Turks to judge for themselves, 
collectively. Man, as an individual, is ever in the | as we judge for ourselves, the presumption is, that 
pursuit of happiness, and is particularly oceapied | they have a Government best suited to their man- 
in applying those expedients which, under exist- | ners and circumstances. We know we have a 
ing circumstances, are most likely to produce it. | Government best suited to our circumstances and 
These he varies according to the changes in his | our manners. 
own mind, and the obstacles whieh continually I will not attempt to detail those circumstances, 
occur against his plans. Every day presents some | which. have given rise to the variety of Govern- 
new evil to be avoided, or some new good to be | ments, which now exist, and have existed in all 
obtained. He avoids the one and pursues the | the former ages of the world. On this subject, 
other, by the best means whieh the state of things | volumes have heen written, and volumes might 
will afford, To do this, he will vary his means.| be written. F only mean to establish, that every 
suspend or accelerate the execution of his plans, | nation, in every period of its existence, is the best 
as circumstances dictate. At all times he must | judge of what is necessary to its happiness, and 
be the best judge of them, and of what, in any ex | has those political institutions most adapted to its 
isting state of things, is necessary to his happiness. | situation. This is a true Republican doctrine. It 
Man, also, is a various animal. Hence, the diver- | is founded on the eapacity of the people to judge 
sity of human character and human pursuits. | for themsclyes. We know that we have the capacity 
Each individual takes a different route to happi- | to judge for ourselves. We shall be proud and vain, 
ness; and, being the best judge in his own ‘case, | indeed, if we deny to other nations the capacity to 
has a right to do so. judge for themselves. We have the Government 
Socicties being the aggregates of individuals, arc | best suited to us; the presumption is, that other 
animated by the same principles. And,inthe great | nations have Governments best suited to them, 
Family of Nations, as among individuals in a state | Therefore, in discussing our relations to other na- 
of Nature, cach nation is the best judge of, and has | tions, I do not see the propriety of introducing the 
a right to pursue, according to existing cireum- | nature and principles of their political institutions. 
stances, those measures which it thinks necessary } On a question like the present, the only proper in- 
to its happiness. Every nation, therefore, has the | quiry is, whether our intercourse with any nation, 
capacity and the right, to form such a Government, | has a tendency to add to the comfort, the wealth, 
and enact such laws, at every period of its exist- | and the strength of the society ; and not whether 
ence, as the exigencies of ils situation require. | it has a tendency to alter and improve our social 
Of these it is the best judge, and no other nation | institutions ; of these, the socicty in every period 
has a right to interfere in the case. According to | of its existence will always be the most compe- 
this principle, we have acted in the various changes | tent judge. Viewing the principles 1 have stated, 
that have taken place in our political institutions, | as irrefragible, being founded on the nature of 
Other nations, in all former ages, have exercised, | man, the universal usage of nations, and our own 
and, in all future ages, will continue to exercise | practice, I will now turn my attention to some 
the same right. of the arguments which have been urged during 
As the circumstances of individuals are various, | the discussion. In the course of my observations, 
a mode of life which will produce one man’s hap-!T may occasionally apply the principles which I 
piness, may produce another man’s misery. ‘The | have established. I shall not go into a detail of 
circumstances and dispositions of nations, are as | commercial facts. This has been folly done by 
various as the circumstances and dispositions off persons more competent to the task. The Com- 
individuals ; and, as among individuals, one mode | mittee must be fully possessed of them. T shalt 
of life, and one system of pursuits, will not produce | only consider such observations as involve impor- 
every man’s happiness ; so, neither amongst nations, | tant principles. 
will one form of Government and one system of My colleague, [Mr. Maptsow,] who introduced 
laws, suit every society. Tience, the diversity of | the resolutions, and he has been followed in the 
Governments, which have existed in all countries, | idea by every other gentleman who has spoken in 
and in all ages. And hence, the revolutions and | support of them, said that the present Government 
changes, which have been continually made in | originated from the incapacity of the Confedera 
Governments and laws, as the exigencies of things | tion, and of the individual States to regulate our 
required them. commerce with foreign countrics, and scemed to 
From these principles, I deduce the following | intimate that, to counteract the restrictions of 
conclusions: Ist. That every nation has the capa- | Great Britain with regard to our trade was the 
city and the right, at every period of its existence, | principal inducement to its adoption. Though I 
to provide for its happiness, according to its own | disapprove of applying to any source but itself for 
knowledge of its situations and interests. 2d. | the interpretation of an instrument which was in- 
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tended, at all times, to be ita own expositor, I will 
go back with my colleague to those seenes which 
preceded, and induced the establishment of the 
present Constitution. T shall go back with plea- 
sure, because, being then in the infuney of my 
political life, I was witness to those first casays to 
regulate our commerce, which his patriotism in- 
duced him to make; and which finally terminated 
in the establishment of our present happy Govern- 
ment. I say, sir, I was witness to his exertiouns— 
not I only, Mr. Chairman, but all America, has 
been witness to his exertivous. We all know the 
share he had in forming the present Constitution, 
aud promoting its adoption. L know that the Con- 
vention at Annapolis, to regulate our trade, prin- 
cipally originated from him; I know that the 
grand Convention which formed our Constitution 
was the consequence of this, and originated from 
him. And, here, I cannot hesitate, as a member of 
a happy community, to pay that tribute of gratitude 
and thanks, which my heart has always felt to the 
man, whose councils and exertions have been so in- 
strumental to our happiness. 

Mr. Chairman, while I agree with my colleague, 
that the first essays from which our Constitution 
arose had relation only to our trade; he will, I am 
sure, acknowledge that this was not the only ob- 
ject for which the grand Convention met, he will 
acknowledge that this is not the principil object. 
contemplated by the Constitution. The power of 
reguliting commerce is an inferior power vested 
with much more important powers in tie Con- 
gress of the United States. But, sir, I need not 
make a comparison between the various powers of 
Congress, What does this sovereign act of the 
people declare to be their intention ; Í need only re- 
peat their words: 


“ We, the people of the United States, in order to 
form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure do- 
mestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, 
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings 
of liberty to ourselves aud our posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Coustitution for the United States of 
America.” 


In these words, we see the sovereignty of the 
people exercised on one of those occasions which 
İ have before stated in forming 2 Government, and 
we hear the purposes for which they formed it. It 
does not say that it was formed to regulate our 
commerce. The people had more important ob- 
jects in view. I do not think, therefore, that so 
much stress ought to be laid on this idea, as gentle- 
men have been inclined to bestow on it. 

But, having been induced to go back to the pe- 
riod which gave birth to our Constitution, I shall 
be exensed, if, before F returna to the present sub- 
ject, I take a review of the then existing circum- 
stances of the United States. We had then a Go- 
vernment contemued abroad, and despised at home, 
incapable of commanding the respect of foreign 
nations or the obedience of our own citizens, Its 
ercdit was sunk abroad and at home. Debts were 
accumulating in Europe and iu America, Our 
commerce was almost annihilated, our agriculture 
languished, paper tenders exisied in sune Siates, 
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the ties of confidence between man and man, and, 
consequently, the ties of morality were broken 
asunder ; nay, animosities between the States be- 
gan to prevail, instead of fraternal concord. Such 
was the situation of the United States, and to re- 
medy these evils was the Constitution made. Ias 
it not produced the intended effects? That it has, 
I need only appeal to the feelings of every fellow- 
citizen who hears me. | should, therefore, un- 
necessarily take up the time of the Committee in 
enumerating the various blessings which it has 
showered on our country. I will only mention 
the stimulus which our agriculture has received. 
Iu traveling through the various parts of the 
United States, I find fields, a few years ago, waste 
and uncultivated, filled with inhabitants, and co- 
vered with harvests; new habitations reared, con- 
tentment in every face, plenty on every board, con- 
fidence is restored, and every man is safe under his 
owu vine and his own fig tree, and there is none to 
make him afraid. To produce this effect, was the 
intention of the Constitution, and not solely to 
regulate our trade, and it has succeeded. But I 
feel myself wandering from the subject. 

The Committee will readily perceive that I have 
been Jed into my last observations, because, gentle- 
men have assigned, as an important reason in sup- 
port of the resolutions, that the Constitution had 
been principally framed with a view to this object. 
T think I have shown that too much importance has 
been given to this idea. 

I think my colleague also observed, that if the 
measures he had now proposed were not adopted 
at this time, after a new elcction, and a full repre- 
sentation of our fellow-citizens, he would despair 
of ever seeing them succeed; and I think he as- 
signed this reason, and it gave me pain when he 
uttered it, that the subjects of Britain, in conse- 
quence of the interest they had in our trade and 
in our pecuniary institutions, would acquire a pre- 
dominant influence over our public councils. This 
idea was more fully dilated upon by a gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Finptey.] The danger 
of this influence seemed to be the principal reason 
why he wished to lessen our commervial inter- 
course With Britain. Tae gentleman, perhaps, did 
not perceive the full extent of this observation. It 
wouuds deeply, in my opinion, the Republican 
principle; and I am sure neither of them intend- 
ed to do this. It goes to deny the competency 
of the people to govern themselves. It goes to 
assert that we are better judges of the future exi- 
gencies of the society than those who will live after 
us. The people, on former ocvasions have been 
found possessed of virtue and knowledge equal to 
the preservation of their liberties and interests. 
What right have we to say that, hereafier, they 
will be less wise and less virtuous? Let me again 
recur to former experience. At the commencement 
of our struggle with Britain, they certainly had all 
the commercial influence over us which the mo- 
nopoly of our trade could give. What did it 
amount to? It neither damped our courage, nor 
cheeked our unanimity; and why suppose less vir- 
tue in our citizens now that we have become free, 
and enjoy the fruits of urder and good Govern- 
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ment, than when we existed in the Colonial de- 
pendence ? 

The same gentleman from Pennsylvania, and 
another of my colleagues, [Mr. Nicuonas.] expa- 
tiated largely on the mischiefs of credit. “My col- 
league, however, very justly and frankly acknowl- 
edged, that it was questionable how far Govern- 
ment had a right to interfere in the pecuniary 
concerns of individuals. But, whatever may be 
the mischiefs of credit, I do not think they will be 
prevented by sumptuary laws, or laws which may 
be caleulated to operate that way; and T doubt the 
consistency of such laws with civil liberty. There 
is only one remedy which occurs to me—it is a 
proper administration of justice between man and 
man. Establish this; compel every individual to 
pay his debts: when this is done, the society will 
have no reason to limit his expenses, or to appre- 
hend evil from his example. But this important 
part of social police belongs peculiarly to the State 
Governments; they have the only effectual means 
of preventing the mischiefs of credit aud preserving 
the purity of morals, Congress have not the power 
of changing the municipal regulations or the judi- 
cial establishwents of the respective States. 

It has not been asserted, that our treaties of com- 
merce have produced us any advantages as yet. 
Our principal and most beneficial intereourse, it 
has been proved, is with those nations with which 
we have no treaties. Our treaty with France has, 
in the course of the last year, operated to our in- 
jury in a two-fold degree. ‘he asylum given to 
French privateers in our ports, has covered our 
coasts with them, and has therefore prevented the 
ships belonging to nations which are most accus- 
tomed to trade with us, and buying our surplus 
produce, notwithstanding the prodigious demand for 
part of it in Europe. I believe that, in the State of 
Virginia, this, perhaps combined with other causes, 
has produced an astonishing depression of the price 
of our tobacco and grain. ln Europe, the only ad- 
vantage which we had in return for these injuries, 
we have been deprived of; the treaty has there been 
violated by France, but every American will readily 
acknowledge, very properly violated, when he con- 
siders the necessity and imperious circumstances of 
the ease. 

Gentlemen have said, we ought to pass these 
resolutions to express our gratitude for services 
formerly rendered to us by the French nation. As 
to the virtues of generosity and gratitude, they are 
godlike attributes ; they belong, I believe, more to 
heaven than to earth; they are rarely seen among 
individual men, and more rarcly felt by nations; 
and it has been acknowledged, I think, in the Na- 
tional Convention itself, that the assistance we 
received was rendered, not so much for our sakes, 
as to weaken a dangerous and powerful rival. 
But, gentlemen have said, though we may not 
have derived any peculiar commercial advantages 
as yet from our intercourse with France, that we 
have every reason to expect the greatest advau- 
tages hereafter, from the fraternal regard expressed 
by their present Government to us, and the simili- 
tude of its principles to ours. If the French nation 
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verily believe they do, because they say they do— 
our Constitution has provided the means, by vest- 
ing adequate powers in the Presipent and Senate, 
of meeting them on the ground of a new treaty, 
and I rely with full confidence on this subject, on 
the wisdom and patriotism of the Constitutional 
authority. But, sir, E do not think the gentlemen 
spoke accurately, when they mentioned the sinili- 
tude of the principles of the present French Con- 
stitution to ours. But, supposing the resemblance 
existed—which, I shall presently show, does nor— 
have we any reason to conclude, from the past 
history of nations, that such a resemblance neces- 
sarily begets friendship and cordiality? History 
exhibits tho fact differently. Witness the wars 
between Carthage and Rome: the jealousies and 
wars between the different Republics of Greece : 
witness our own experience, the animosities which 
began to arise between the States, previous to the 
adoption of the present Guvernment, and the difli- 
culty of producing that adoption. The truth is, 
nations, in their intercourse with one another, re- 
gard nothing but their interest; hence the alliance 
so frequent between Cominonwealths and Mo- 
uarchies, more frequent than between Common- 
wealths themselves. 

But, as peculiar emphasis is laid on the simili- 
tude of the principles of the French Government 
to the principles of ours, I will take the liberty of 
applying the principal traits of their Government 
to our sitnation. ‘Uheir Republie is one and indi- 
visible; our Republic consists of sovereign States, 
having extensive and important local jurisdictions, 
and a diversity of laws and interests. Does our 
Republic, then, resemble that of France, in this 
leading feature? Consolidation these States have 
ever deemed fatal to their liberties and happiness, 
and he would be deemed a traitor to his country 
who should propose to render our Republic one 
and indivisible. So jealous are the States on this 
head, that, they have generally demanded an alter- 
ation in that part of the Constitution which sub- 
jects them to suits in the Courts of the United 
States, and the Senate has already sent, for our 
consideration, an amendment to that effect. The 
French Executive is plural; their Legislature is 
single. This idea is counter to the practice of 
alinost all the States, and to the division of powers 
in our Constitution. Will any gentleman say that 
such a form of Government is suited to our ideas 
aud our circumstances? Is every part of the United 
States in a situation to extend the idea of equality 
as far as it has been carried in France? I believe 
no gentleman will say it is. The conflugrations, 
the desolations, and the bloody scenes of St. Do- 
mingo, might also then be exhibited on our peaceful 
and happy plains, 

Mr. Chairman, let not any gentleman misun- 
derstand me; Jet not any gentleman suppose, when 
1 show that there is no similarity between our 
Government and the French Constitution, that 1 
mean to derogate from the wisdom of the latter. 
1 only mean to prove that their Government is 
not like ours, and would not suit us. The French 
are a brave, a generous, and enlightened nation. 


feels this friendly disposition towards us—and 1! ‘They have performed the most brilliant achieve- 
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ments on the records of man; they have broken 
the chains of despotism; they have obliterated 
hierarchical and feudal tyranny; they have exer- 
cised that power which belongs to all nations, of 
establishing a Government suited to their own 
circumstances; they deserve to be happy under 
it, and I pray that they may be so. But, sir, as it 
has been so fashionable to bring into our view 
comparisons between different nations, I hope I 
shall be indulged when I compare the Govern- 
ments of the States in America, to the British 
Government. Tf any similitude exists between 
the American Governments and foreign Govern- 
ments, the resemblance most strongly relates to 
the British Government. Their Executive is sin- 
gic, their Legislative is divided into two Houses 
Such are generally the outlines of our Govern- 
ments; we have only improved on the British 
model, by rendering our public functionaries more 
responsible to the people. We have abolished 
feudal rights, we have abolished perpetuities; and 
there is no remnant of the ancient system of things 
among us, except that, in some States, lands are 
unjustly exempted from the payment of debts. To 
be sure, every part of a man’s property should 
answer his obligations; the law of reason and the 
law of morality require it: and soon, I hope, that 
this stain on Atcrican principles will be forever 
removed. 

When L state these facts—and I think they can- 
not be denied—I do not mean to justify the con- 
duct of the Cabinet of Britain. I feel resentment, 
as strong as any other gentleman for the retention 
of the Western posts. I suspect them of unfriendly 
offices, both with regard to our Indian war, and 
with regard to the depredations committed on dur 
trade by the Algerine corsairs. But I am not sent 
here to indulge, at all hazards, my resentments ; 
but to provide for the welfare of my country, in 
the best manner that circumstances will permit. 
I shall be ready to join gentlemen in any mea- 
sures to bring Great Britain to an explanation of 
all the injurics which we may suppose we have 
received from her. If she refuses to do us justice, 
we may then, and it will then be time enough to 
determine on the measures proper to be pursucd. 
We have always ample means of redress within 
our power, without resorting to the proposed mea- 
sures. . 

But, sir, dismissing our resentment against the 
Cabinet of Britain—separating the people from the 
Court, the community from the Admninistration— 
let us dispas-ionately look back on their history. 
Cesar and Tacitus, in the ages in which they 

lived, tell us that this people had a high sense and 
were ever jealous of their liberties. Coming 
down to periods more within our knowledge, we 
find them struggling with, and gradually shaking 
off the ecclesiastic and feudal tyranny, which 
had overwhelmed the rest of Europe. Little more 
than a century ago, we see them bringing one ty- 
rant to the scaffold, and banishing another. Iu 
this little corner of the globe alone, in the dark 
ages of the world, when ignorance, superstition, 
and oppression, had enveloped Asia, Africa, and 
Europe, the flame of liberty was kept alive, To 
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them we are indebted for our knowledge of civil 
rights and civil liberty, and the institutions most 
favorable to them. From them we derive the 
foundations of our laws; from them both we and 
the French have derived the inestimable trial by 
The forefathers of New England, (who 
have established in that country the wisest insti- 
tutions, for the perpetuation of human liberty, and 
human happiness, which the world has ever seen,) 
driven away by the then existing tyranny of Eng- 
land, brought with them that flame which has 
animated and illuminated the gloomy forests of 
America, and spread from thence a beam of light 
to France. Every generous American will ex- 
cuse me, I am sure, when I do not permit my re- 
sentments to the Cabinet of Britain to destroy 
altogether my respect for a people who were the 
champions of liberty, when no other champions 
existed, and who, I hope, will never consent to be 
slaves. 

I have taken up much time of the Committee , 
much remains to be said; I will, however, add 
but little. It would be a copious subject to inquire 
into the capacity of different countries to supply 
themselves with those articles which the United 
States arc most capable of furnishing. Also, what 
new sources of supply might be opened to Great 
Britain, if we stopped our intercourse with her ; 
and, in that casc, what other countrics will be in 
a capacity to buy what we can spare, or furnish 
us with what we, may want. We do not know 
whal new countries may be improved, nor how 
far the old may be inclined to turn their attention 
to agriculture. This subject involves the whole 
economy of nations; perhaps it surpasses the 
knowledge of any gentleman to devclop it, I 
confess that I am wholly incompetent to the task, 
May it not, therefore, be the wisest policy of the 
nation, which is in its infancy, in strength, in arts, 
and manifactures, to leave things in that course 
in which the existing circumstances of the world 
have placed them, and which continually adds to 
its prosperity? tis certain that, within four years 
past, our manufactures and navigation have in- 
creased prodigiously, under the existing system of 
commerce. Our coasting trade, being secured to 
our citizens, is operating rapidly to increase Ame- 
rican seamen and American tonnage. If the pre- 
sent state of union and prosperity continues, this 
will be a continually increasing and powerful nur- 
sery of shipping and of seamen. 1 believe that it 
is a fact, that the intercourse of the different parts 
of Great Britain with each other, is regarded in that 
country as a more important nursery of seamen 
than all their foreign commerce. This certainly 
depends very much on their coal trade; and when 
coal becomes a common fucl among us, we have 
tho same means of increasing our shipping and 
seamen. 

It is certainly worthy of inquiry, whether it be 
wise to divert the attention of our citizens from 
agriculture to other pursuits? Whether agricul- 
ture be not the employment most favorable to 
virtue and morality; and, consequently, to the 
happiness and stability of society? And whether 
agriculcure, in the present state of the world, be 
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not the must profitable as well as the most happy 
pursuit for American citizens? It is worthy of 
inquiry, whether the protection of Great Britain 
from invasion and subjugation, depending on her 
maritime force, it can be expected that she will 
relax her Navigation Act, which alone supports and 
cherishes the means of her safety, and whether it 
ought to be expected? It is worthy of inquiry, in 
case she should counteract the proposed regula- 
tions, whether war may not be the consequence, 
our revenue be destroyed, and with these our public 
eredit and our agriculture; nay, our Government 
itself? On these subjects, though important and 
copious in the extreme, I will not enlarge. 

At least, before we enter into measures which 
may endanger our peace and our revenue, we 
ought to provide the means of defence, and to in- 
sure to every person, by the provision of ample 
funds, the property which the laws have guaran- 
teed to him. Until gentlemen shall propose some 
effectual measure of this sort, it will be highly im- 
proper to hazard the safety and ercdit of our Go 
vernment on the contingencies of experiments. 
One truth I know: that, in the present course of 
things, we may enjoy a greater share of prosperily 
than ever fell to the lot of any other peuple. T 
know, also, that strong as nature has made us on 
the defensive—humbling and painful as the idea 
may be to some—compared with the nations of 
Europe, we are but an atom in point of strength, 
in European politics. I see, too, Europe convulsed 
to its foundations, and furnishing no certain clue 
to guide our conduct. I see America, at the same 
time, rapidly increasing in wealth and strength. 
Under such circumstances and such impressions, 
it is my duty to oppose the resolutions under con- 
sideration. Permit me to add a word concerning 
myself: I am a farmer; I derive only a compe- 
tence from the tillage of the earth; I can, there- 
fore, have no interest distinct from that of the 
society. 

Mr Smk rose to take some notice of a few 
observations which had fallen from the gentleman 
last up, (Mr. Ler] That gentleman (he said) 
had laid down a set of principles on which he 
founded his argument. He had said that every 
society had a right to form the Government which 
they conceived best suited to their circumstances. 
ua wie noai Ma every Government that 
exists 1s the best for the people gov it; 
this he could not agree to. ii iu a 

[Here Mr. Les interrupted Mr. Syme to ex- 
plain. He stated that his assertion was, that, as 
we claim a right to choose our own Government, 
we ought not to deny to other nations the same 
right, and ought to presume that every nation has 
that best suited to its particular situation, of which 
each is the best judge. | 

Mr. SMILiz continued, by inquiring how it is 
possible for nations groaning under all the fetters 
of despotism, awed by standing armies, and wasted 
by taxation, to choose the Government which 
they might believe best suited them. ‘The gen- 
tleman did not fear the influence of a nation hold- 
Ing considerable interest in onr funds; the gene- 
rally approved maxim, that the borrower is a ser- 


vant to the Jender, however, is a strong ground 
for that fear. He was surprised, he owned, that 
the gentleman should attempt a comparison be- 
| tween our Government and that of Great Britain, 
and assert that there is a strong resemblance. 

Great Britain has no Constitution but the will 

of the Legislature; in this respect a radical tii- 
ference exists. He confessed he was surprise} to 
hear the eulogium on the British nation that had 
just fallen from that gentleman. Cæsar and Ta- 
citus had been quoted to prove that they were 
lovers of liberty. The Germans, at the time al- 
luded to, also had some notions of liberty ; and 
now, he believed, they could not be called patterns 
for freemen. The execution of Charles L was 
also mentioned to show their passion for liberty ; 
but has not the 30th of January obtained a place 
in their calendar? There was a time when 
| Fngiand could boast a band of patriots, but they 
were crushed by tyranny; our forefathers fled 
from that tyranny, from that country, now cx- 
tolled as the fairest seat of that heavenly goddess, 
Liberty. There was a time, he repeated, when 
that country could boast a spark of the flame; but 
then they selfishly wished to keep it to themselves. 
Were they lovers of liberty when they insisted 
upon legislating for this Continent? Have they 
shown themselves lovers of liberty and justice by 
breaking our treaty, by withholding our posts, 
seizing our ships, attempting to starve France, by 
infringing the Law of Nations, in preventing our 
vessels fromm carrying thither provisions, exciting 
the Indians to murder us, letting loose the Alge- 
rines upon us? ‘hese are their deeds, and this is 
the nation we are called upon to love. 

Mr. Lee rose to set the gentleman right. He 
did not say that our Governments are like that of 
Great Britain, but only that they are more like it, 
in form, than like that of France. He {sid ex- 
pressly, that we.had improved on the British 
model, by abolishing feudal tenures and perpetui- 
ties, and by rendering the public fonctionaries 
more responsible to the people. He did not hold 
Great Britain up as a pattern; yet who can say 
that they were not the freest nation in Europe 
before the French revolution? He advocated the 
principle of letting every nation judge for itself, 
and not attempt Quixotically to liberate the world. 
Ifa vation has not energy to become free, they dx- 
serve to be slaves. When ripe for freedom, they 
will soon burst their chains asunder, France, from 
the depths of despousm, had sprung into freedom, 
without extraneous assistance, and so will the 
Tarks when ripe for its enjoyment. 

Mr. Moore next arose, and expressed himself as 
follows: 

If an apology is necessary from any member 
of this House, it is from me. [ am sure none 
have less knowledge of commerce. My princi- 
pal object in rising is to answer some of the argn- 
ments used by my colleague. He has set out with 
Stating that every nation has a right to make such 
regulations as will promote their own interest. Tt 
is true, but does it follow that we are to adopt 
such only as will suit us, were we wholly uncon- 
nected with Great Britain? If their regulations 
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operate against us, shall we not counteract them ? ] ter. If this is a true state of the case, and it has 
And shall we continue to suffer the injury, under | not been controverted, and the truth of it, I think, 
the idea that, as a nation they have the right to | is evident, from a view of exports to that country, 
pursue their interest? He has stated an observa- | have we not a right to expect, a right to claim, a 
tion made by a gentleman from Virginia, that the | removal of those unfavorable restrictions? If this 
credit obtained in Great Britain might influence | is a true state of our commerce, would not Britain, 
our councils. This, he says, is supposing they | were all the regulations on the footing of recipro- 
will have less integrity than ourselves. Sir, our | city, have the advantage? Their trade with us 
importing merchant obtaining a credit, his selling | is of necessity ; theirs to us may be, and can be, 
on credit to the merchants in the country, they re- | dispensed with. Numbers of them depend on us 
tailing to the citizens on credit, may form such a | for their very subsistence. Independent of their 
connexion of dependency as may be injurious. | manufactures, we can go on and, I believe, prosper. 
Whatever may be the natural integrity of men, | I do not believe that agriculture or manufactures 
they are imperceptibly led to favor their own in- | would sustain even a check. It would, no doubt, 
terest. Under such circumstances, I should not | be some degree of inconvenience to the. mer- 
willingly trust myself; I am not disposed to trust | cantile interest; and I cannot help observing, 
others, But the argument was only intended to | that gentlemen have been loud on the disadvan- 
show that the credit our merchants obtained in| tages of the merchants from the adoption of the 
Britain was not to our advantage. He has drawn | principle now under discussion. I must regard 
comparisons between the French and British and | the merchant only as an intermediate negotia- 
our Constitutions. It is enough for us, that the | tor between the planter and manufacturer and 
French Constitution has liberty for its basis | the foreign merchant. I do not conceive the 
From such a source we have a right to expect | loss is sustained by the merchant. It is sustained 
justice and reciprocity in our commerce. They | by every citizen in proportion to his consumption. 
have already manifested a disposition to enter | If the interest of agriculture is promoted, the mer- 
into regulations founded on those principles, The | cantile interest must participate. I consider the 
reasonings on this question I do not well under- | agricultural interest as the source, and cannot 
stand. They no doubt have their force. I am | agree that the mercantile should either be the first 
obliged, in making up my mind, to take more fa- ior only object of our attention, And suppose a 
miliar reasonings for my guide, not understanding | temporary inconvenience to arise from the adop- 
the comprehensive view gentlemen have taken | tion of the resolutions, I think they ought to be 
of the subject. I do not think that the compari- | adopted when intended, and I think it is evident 
son drawn between our and the French Constitu- | to any person who will eae the degree in 


tion, or the comparison drawn between the re-| which Great Britain is dependent on the United 
strictions and advantages between France and | States for her exports, that they will be produc- 
Great Britain, will warrant any conclusion for or | tive of lasting advantages. Is there a probability 
against the proposition. If we have made a com- | of our being relieved otherwise than by our own 
mercial treaty with France that is unfavorable | exertions? Or can gentlemen fix the boundary 
and operates to our disadvantage, it is no reason. | beyond which they will not go, in their restrictions, 
it lays us under no obligation to submit to regu- | should we continue to acquiesce? I confess I ex- 
lations adopted by any other nation which are in- | pect nothing short of the entire profits of all our 
jurious. Having made a Commercial Treaty with | labor will satisfy them. If we are to judge of the 
France, we are bound to observe it. future by the past, and I do not think we have a 
If the reasoning founded on Britain’s granting | right to suppose a change in her motives or prif- 
us equal privileges and advantages with France | ciples, we are to expect regulations which will 
should prevent us asking more of Britain, it would | throw into the pockets of her citizens all the pro- 
prove too much. It would prove that we should fits of the labor of the United States. 
never demand an advantageous or favorable Treaty | Gentlemen confess her Navigation Act operates 
of Commerce, having once made an unfavorable | against us. But it is said she treats us as she does 
one; that making an unfortunate Treaty gives a | all other nations, which, to me, I confess, is no 
claim to all other nations. reason we should suffer injustice. Yet not con- 
I have formed my opinion on this present ques- | tented with the restrictions on our trade, we have 
tion, not by comparing the advantages and disad- | it in proof she had a principal and unsolicited 
vantages of our trade, as they are regulated by | agency in the late truce, whereby our vessels are 
different nations, but by inquiring what is the state | subjected to depredations and to being captured. 
of our commerce with particular nations; and |I will not say what was their principal motive, 
whether, from our ‘commercial relation, we have | but it is another means of throwing into their 
not aright to expect more favorable regulations? | hands an additional portion of our carrying trade. 
Whether we have not. a right to expect the remo- | They condemn as prize goods carrying to the ports 
val of restrictions to:which we. are subject, and to | of France.. Our vessels are seized, searched, and 
obtain advantages we do not now receive? We | detained unnecessarily. This conduct has con- 
have been informed that Britain is dependent on | strained the French, in their own defence, to adopt 
us for many of the necessaries of life. They are | similar regulations. All of which is confessedly 
dependent on us for those raw materials by which | against the Law of Nations, Their forcing or en- 
numbers of their citizens receive employment, and | ticing our seamen on board their vessels, is cal- 
which: cannot be obtained from any other quar-! culated to increase their shipping by excluding 
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ours. And this done, whilst we were leaving 
trade to regulate itself, whilst we were tamely 
submitting to their restrictions. 

Under these circumstances, we have no reason 
to hope for a favorable change. I think the most 
distant hope cannot be entertained. No alterna- 
tive remains but an entire acquiescence, or avail- 
ing ourselves of the peculiarly favorable circum- 
stances of our commercial relations, to enforce jus- 
tice. This may be deemed unjust or unequal 
amongst nations; I am sure it would not amongst 
individuals. He who, in merchandizing, is ex- 
changing a necessary of life to the person who 
needs, and could not be supplied from any other 
quarter, for property of inferior demand, would 
not submit to have the terms of exchange dictated 
to him. He would arail himself of circumstances 
to enforce justice or refuse the exchange. Why 
we should not, as a nation, assume a similar con- 
duct, I know not. 


Mr. Frrasinovs was of opinion that we had as 
good a right to the tonnage of these vessels as of 
any others, He would grant the desire of the pe- 
titioners, not as a matter of justice, but of expe- 
diency and humanity. Many of these vessels had 
brought with them valuable cargoes, which were 

; sold in this country. Several of the ships them- 
i selves had since been rotting in our ports, to the 
| great loss of the owners. They could not take 
| away any of the produce of this country. 

The House now adjourned. 


Tuurspay, January 23. 

An engrossed bill for completing and better sup- 
porting the Military Establishment of the United 
States, was read the third timc, and passed. 

COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The House resolved itself again into a Commit- 

tee of the Whole House, on the Resolutions pro- 


Counter regulations are apprehended. T wish posed by Mr. Mapison. 


the gentleman had pointed out what regulations | 
they can adopt which will not operate more against | 
them than us. I believe it cannot be done. War) 
is also apprehended. It has not before been sug- | 
gested. I believe’ it is not seriously apprehended. l 
As an independent nation, can our doing what 
Great Britain has donc before us—can our doing 
what we have a right to do as an independent na- 
tion, give offence? F this should be made the 
cause of war, we may rest assured it was pre-deter- 
mined, and that nothing we could do would pre- 
yentit. T believe the only way to cause a war is 
by tame submission, and to prevent it, is to use | 
our rights, uninfluenced by a fear either of coun- 
ter-regulations or war. 

It was then moved to adjourn the Committee. | 
Mr. W. Smrru wished to speak to the resolutions. 
But Mr. Cuark observed, that the time of the 
Committee was pretty far spent, and he believed 
the gentleman would go into the subject at con- 
siderable length. He would therefore submit 
whether it was not better to defer the observa- 
tions, and let the Committee rise. The Committee 
then rose, the Chairman reported progress, and 
obtained leave to sit again. 

Mr. Bearry, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the hill for completing and better sup- 
porting the Military Establishment of the United 
States, reported several amendments thereto ; 
which were severally twice read, and agreed to 
by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time. 


FRENCH VESSELS. 


It was then moved that the House should take 
into consideration the report on the case of certain 
¥rench vessels which have come into the harbors 
of the United States from St. Domingo, and had 
requested an exemption from the common ton- 
nage duties. 

Mr, S. Smıru said that we had no right to take 
such duties. ‘hey amounted to fifteen thousand 
dollars; but, if it was an huudred thousand, he 
would give it all back again. 


Mr. Dexrer opened the debate. He said, that 
it was somewhat singular to observe, that the 
members from the Eastern States were generally 
opposed to the resolutions, though it was com- 
monly understood that these States would reap 
some advantages from the adoption of them: and, 
on the other hand, that the members from the 
Southern States were, for the inmost part, in favor 
of the resolutions, though it was expected that 
their constituents were to suffer by them. There 
could not be a more striking evidence, that the 
opposition of the Eastern members originated in 
the purest and most honorable motives, than their 
thus rejecting the prospect of benefit. Tt was 
needless, he thought, to introduce other nations 
into this discussion besides Britain and America, 
since the question in fact regarded them only. 
Retaliation for the injuries committed by Britain 
had been recommended. But, if she did not treat 
us worse than she treated other nations, why should 
we retaliate on her, when there was no particular 
discrimination against America? If, by cembra- 
cing these resolutions, there was a prospect of im- 
proving the mannfactures and navigation of the 
United States, he should he happy to support 
them. But if, upon discussion, it were to appear 
that they would answer no such end, it certainly 
could not be regarded as a mark of the want of 
patriotism to oppose them. He could not see what 
advantage Amcrica was to reap by restricting the 
navigation and manufactures of one foreign na- 
tion, merely to favor those of another. If we buy 
British manufactures because they are cheapest, 
to make resolutions which would force us to buy 
manufactures that are dearer, is in realily a tax. 
The resolutions tended that way. He could not 
discover, upon inquiry, those unjust regulations 
which Britain was said to have established against 
the commerce and shipping of America. If other 
nations have not seen it proper to retaliate. why, 
should we? If attempts of this nature have been 
made without success in Europe, can we hope to 
succeed? Where is the commercial distinction 
made against America by Britain, in favor of the 
other commercial nations of the earth? There is 
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none. Before we try to punish another country 
for laying restrictions upon our trade, we ought 
to look into our own conduct, and see whether 
such a country might not, with equal reason, blame 
us? Justice, like charity, should begin at home. 


There was a resemblance between the natural inot the proper season to retaliate. 


at us as we are at them, in regard to commercial 
restrictions. When the bond of interest is once 
broken, it is easy to get into a war. As to piracies 
committed on our ships, Mr. D, said, that he felt 
for the prostrate honor of his country, but this is 
Tt had been 


and political body. As the former frequently suf- | said, that the proposed resolutions would force 
fered from bold experiments to cure it of a dis- | Britain to enter into a Commercial Treaty with 
temper, so the latter had been often injured by (us. He had great doubts about the benefits de- 


precipitate endeavors to remove its evils. He 
doubted whether the present situation of America 
required an energetic or violent interference of 
the Legislature to secure its welfare. We cannot 
forestall the growth of nature, or, by forcing our 
political body to take too much food, bring on | 
manhood befure its proper time. The period of. 
maturity will arrive; but let us in the mean time | 
be contented. We arc as happy as perhaps we ; 
ever shall be. If the balance of trade be against | 
us, it does not follow that we are losers by it. 
The balance against us is a Foreign Loan, ex- 
pended for the improvement of agriculture, and 
by which we are gaining, perhaps, an hundred 
per cent, Jt is said that Brilain lays laxes upon 
American trade and shipping. But this is only 


rived from such transactions. Though he must 
oppose the resolutions, he had no predilection for 
Britain; and he felt most sensibly her injuries to 
America. 

Mr. CiarK conceived himsclf alluded to, as 
having said that we might force Britain into a 
Commercial Treaty. No, sir, (said Mr. €.,) be- 
fore we make a new treaty, let them execute the last 
that they made with us, by giving up the Western 
posts. 

Mr. Dexter replied, that he never. had meant to 
refer to the member as having said so. He made 
a general answer to such observations as he had 
heard from any part of the House. He had only 
referred to Mr. Larg in regard to the stamp- 
act. 


for the purpose of raising a revenue, and not for! Mr. Maprson next rose in reply to some re- 
the professed design to injure the United States. l marks made by Mr. Dexter. Te said, that he 
As to the carrying trade, we shall never grow | wondered how gentlemen could suppose that to 
rich by that; but it deserves to be cultivated, for | be war on the lable. Did they suppose Britain so 
the sake of improving our maritime strength. It | unwise or so unjust as to declare a war? Every 
was worth while for poor nations to court it, but | consideration of interest musl prevent it. He 
it could never be an object with a country like | hoped that we did not now deliberate as a Colo- 
America. We are able to do much better; and | ny, but as an independent people, whose measures 
we have no business to stretch out in that way. | were not to be dictated by any other Powers. 
No man could read the resolutions, and say, that | What could Britain gain by a contest? Would 


they are intended for that purpose. They are 
plainly levelled against Britain. It had been stated, 
that the total manufactures of Britain extended 
to fifty-one or fifty-two millions sterling. Of this, 
America took off two millions, Four per cent. 
was but a trifle, in the manufactures of Britain, 
and could not be supposed to influence her con- 
duct. A member (Mr. Crarx] had said the other 
day, that in consequence of the alarm spread by 
our non-importation agreement, the stamp-act had 
formerly been repealed by Britain. The gentle- 
man certainly knew, that there were much more 
weighty causes for rescinding that act. It was 
vaiu to think that we should be able to prevent 
the importation of British manufactures into this 


counlry, 
France. It was not easy to starve the British | 
nation. It had been said, that they depended | 


upon America for the raw materials of some of | 
their manufactures. But in case we quarrelled 
with them, it was possible that they would be 
able to find means for raising raw materials at 
home, and this might be productive of many bad 
consequences to America. Retaliation was greatly 
to be apprehended. It had yesterday been asked, 


They would be sent to us through | that, if an apology 


war employ her starving manufacturers? Would 
war furnish provisions to her West India Islands, 
which in that case must also starve? Would war 
give employment to the vessels that had formerly 
imported luxuries to America? Were Britain to 
declare war, he could give no name equal to her 
folly. She would plunge herself ten times deeper 
in the difficulties that she wanted to avoid, Every 
counter-regulation would be a stroke against her- 
self. 

Mr. Axes spoke a few words on the impropriety 
of making an accusation against Britain, without 
advancing specific facts and specific evidence to 
support thern. 

Mr. Gries commenced his remarks by observing 
had been deemed necessary 
from the nature of the subject, and the vote he 
proposed to give upon it, it was rendered more so 
from the cloquence displayed by the gentleman 
who had just preceded him, [Mr. Dexter, of Massa- 
chusetts.] The gentleman has done ample justice 
io one side of the subject, and he was sensible the 


opposite side, in his hands, would suffer by the 
comparison, He proposed under his present im- 
pressions to vote for the general proposition, and 


with great confidence, by a gentleman, in what ; such of the resolutions in detail as would carry the 


way Britain could hurt America? 
done in many ways: she might do it by tonnage 
duty, and by discriminating duties. 


had it in her power to retaliate, nobody could | the United 
doubt. The people of that country are as angry ! tleman last up, 


` 


lt might be | general principle into full effect. 


These measures contemplate considerable inno- 


That Britain | vations in the existing slate of the commerce of 


States. He had anticipated the gen- 
in the reflection that extensive in- 
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novations into existing systems ought to be adopt- 
ed with caution. Calculations upon which they 
are founded, should be adjusted to the magnitude 
of the cxpected object, and the probable efficacy 
of the means proposed to be used for ils atiain- 
ment. 

Hence he readily admitted, that strong reasons 
in favor of the proposed measures ought to be cx- 
pected before their adoption; and any possible 
hazard of their results ought to be amply compen- 
sated, for the importance of the end to be attained. 

He observed, there was another circumstance 


which justified an apology. The mercantile inte- | 


rest of the United States will be the most immedi- 
ately affected in their occupations by the proposed 
measures, and the gentlemen of this louse, from 
this scene of business, seem most to doubt their ex- 
pediency. 

We have been told, with emphasis, of the intelli- 
gence and patriotism of the merchants of America, 
and it is admitted that the truth has not been ex- 
ceeded. The merchants deserve great credit for 
their conduct since the existence of the present 
Government; and their opinions upon this subject 
ought to produce additional caution. 

It should be remarked, however, that merchants, 
like all other descriptions of men, are influenced in 
some degree by existing connexions, formed habits, 
and consequent prejudices; they recoil from any 
possible interruption in the usual course of their 
business. 

They magnify every hazard arising from a 
change in the direction of their employment, into 
certain and positive loss. Although, thercfore, 
their opinions ought to have weight and produce 
caution, yet they ought not to command a decision 
froin others, unattended with conviction. For if 
those of the Committee, not of this description, be 
compelled to decide upon the present question 
from extraneous mercantile indications, without re- 
quiring convictions from their reasonings, there are 
indications of the mercantile scene on the other 
side the Atlantic, operating in commendation of the 
propositions with as much force as those on this 
side the Atlantic, in opposition to them. It is 
remarkable that this whole description of men are 
actively opposed to the passage of the proposed 
measures. ‘Their sensations upon this subject 
have been evidenced by their anxious attendance 
upon the progress of the matter. If the proposi- 
tions should eventuate in a national commercial 
conflict, the inference in general might be made, 
that what it is their interest to prevent it is our in- 
terest to enact. The British Court arc equally sen- 
sitive upon this subject. They have at scveral 
periods manifested their alarms. It may be con- 
cluded that these sensations have arisen from the 
opinion that the effects of the propositions will be 
such as are calculated upon by the favorers of 
them. He was unwilling, however, to hazard a 
vote upon any extraneous circumstances, and should 
look into the merils of the question. 

_ Ife felt that some apology was due to the State 
and district whose immediate representative he 
was, Virginia is an exporting State, without 
vessels, and without a mercantile capital, equal to 


the employment afforded to capital. The town of 
Pctersburg exports much in value and much in 
bulk; the surrounding country grows these arti- 
cles; vessels and capital are wanting for the expor- 
tation of this produce. Hence the proposed meas- 
ures will be particularly felt for some time by this 
part of the United States. 

He relied, however, with confidence on the vir- 
tue and patriotism of the people, and should act 
from a belief that they would even rejoice in a 
temporary inconvenience with a view to permanent 
good; and that their joy would not be diminished 
by the recollection that the temporary ill which 
they may sustain would produce a temporary ad- 
vantage to their Eastern brethren, without exclu- 
ding them from a full participation in the perman- 
ent good to be expected. 

He remarked, that he felt the more diffidence 
upon this subject, since he frankly acknowledged 
that he did not possess an accurate knowledge of 
the details of commerce, and did not propose to 
make any material addition to the stock of mer- 
eantile information now before the Committee. 
He proposed to use the facts furnished by other 
gentlemen, and acknowledged an obligation for 
the information they contain. He proposed to 
consider the subject, in the various shapes it had 
assumed since the commencement of the discus- 
sion, and to state the results which had been 
formed in his own mind. In making the attempt, 
general principles will be resorted to, and minute 
arithmetical calculations as much as possible 
avoided. 

The gentleman who first favored the Committee 
with his remarks, [Mr. Surry, of South Carolina,] 
admonished them of the propriety of separating 
political from commercial considerations in the 
course of discussion. If this rule had been rigidly 
enforced, he remarked that perhaps three-fourths 
of the impressions made upon his mind favorable 
to the propositions, would have been Jopped off 
without consideration. He could not conccive 
for what cause the political should be separated 
from the commercial part of the subject. The 
propositions may eventuate in a change in the 
direction of the business of one whole occupation 
in society ; a change of the disposition of the na- 
tion, in so important a point, must have a very 
interesting political aspect, as it relates to the Go- 
vernment internally. The present subject cx- 
hibits an important political feature, as it relates 
to the external connexions of the Government 
with foreign nations. If, therefore, it should be 
observed as a rule to pass upon this subject, by 
excluding from view all the political considera- 
tions connected with it, the rule would include an 
essential omission of duty. The gentleman him- 
self, however, in the next sentence, furnished an 
example of the violation of the precept he had just 
prescribed, by calling the attention of the Com- 
mittee to the political situation of the United 
States, at this delicate crisis, and urging this cir- 
cumstance as one reason against the adoption of 
the propositions. The gentleman then proceeded 
to present the subject in two points of view. The 
one, the relative conduct of France and Great 
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Britain towards the United States; the other, the 
conduct of Great Britain towards the United 
States, comparatively with other foreign nations. 
To present the subject in the first point of view, 
the gentleman furnished an anonymous table, cal- 
culated to a date anterior to the commencement 
of the late’revolution in France. As the only his- 
tory of this table, with which the Committee have 
been favored, was that it was the compilation of 
a gentleman of considerable mercantile informa- 
tion, it is presumed the gentleman will not be sur- 
prised if it should be deemed to be of doubtful au- 
thority; the rather as it was the ground of a 
severe and unmerited crimination of the gentle- 
man whose report is now under consideration, 
and who it is believed would not suffer in a com- 
parison, in point of intelligence, accuracy, or pa- 
triotism, either with the laborious compiler of the 
table, or with the gentleman who has been judi- 
ciously selected for its interpreter. 

He remarked, that the table bore upon the face 
of it evident marks of partiality, and instead of 
having them effaccd, they were aggravated by the 
commentator. 

One irresistible evidence of the partialily of the 
table, consists in asserting that American four is 
free to the British West Indies, and excluding from 
view the absolute monopoly of the carriage, and 
the monopoly of contracts for returns. 

It is presumed that the gentleman, at least, can- 
hot except to this criticism on the table, because 
one of his chief censures against the gentleman 
whose report is before the Committee, which was 
even carried so far as to infer improper motives, 
arose from a suggested omission in the report, 
which will be found upon examination to be wholly 
immaterial. An evident partiality is observable 
in the interpreter of the table, in an earnest at- 
tempt to establish this principle: that prohibitory 
duties on flour in Great Britain afforded an equal 
encouragement of the article by commercial regu- 
lations, with a free importation into France, or at 
least with a duty admitted by the gentleman to be 
too trifling to be counted. The commercial ar- 
rangements of France in this particular, leave this 
article upon the true ground of competition in the 
growth of the article; this ground of competition 
is destroyed in Great Britain by commercial re- 
strictions. Inu the one case, competition in the 
market is all that could be reasonably expected, 
and that is granted; in the other case, competition 
would be alike desirable, and there it is provision- 
arily excluded, 

Another evidence of the partiality of the inter- 
preter of the table consists in the zealous attempt 
to establish it as a principle, that 1s. 3d. sterling 
duty upon tobacco per Ib. is no discouragement to 
the growth of that article; this idea was grounded 
upon the suggestion, that the consumption is not 
thereby lessened, no substitute being afforded for 
it in Great Britain. Tobacco does not average to 
the exporter two pence sterling per pound. The 
duty is at least seven times as great as the prime 
cost of the article. The great consumption of this 
article is by the poorer order of the people. The 
state of society is such in Britain at present, that 


hard labor during a whole year will hardly afford 
a scanty subsistence to the laborer; hence neces- 
sity compels this description of persons to econo- 
mize in the usc of the article, or to avoid the use - 
of it altogether ; of course, the consumption is ma- 
terially lessened, and the growth of the article is 
discouraged from the operation of the duty. The 
gentleman founded his fierce attack against the 
gentleman whose report is now under considera- 
tion, for omitting to insert in his report that there 
was a higher duty imposed by Great Britain upon 
all other foreign tobacco than that of the United 
States, and hence inferred a friendly disposition 
from Great Britain to the United States. The 
insertion of the fact would have added to the bulk 
of the report, but could convey no additional use- 
ful information. ` 

It is known that the high duties imposed upon 
all forcign tobaccocs, took its rise during the Colo- 
nial existence of these States; it is known that it 
has not been altered since their independence; it 
is known that the tobaccoes of the United States 
are furnished at so much cheaper rates than those 
of any other country, that there would be no dan- 
ger of competition if the duties in Britain were the 
same on each. It is likewise known that the 
United States furnished a sufficient, a redundant 
supply for the consumption of all Europe; hence 
Great Britain has not thought proper since 
the Revolution to destroy this relic of Colonial 
regulations, not because she wished to favor us, 
but because she would not thereby have benefited 
herself; hence, too, the omission of this informa- 
tion could not be material, and the insertion of it 
would only have served to contradict the infer- 
ence endeavored to be established, of the favorable 
disposition of Great Britain towards the United 
States. 

There is one manifest impropricty in confining 
our inquiries to the date prescribed by the gentle- 
man for this table; it would involye the absurd 
consequence of adjusting our laws to a retrospec- 
tive, instead of a progressive state of things. It 
would be as ridiculous as an attempt by law to 
prescribe rules for the proper deportment of the 
ghosts of our forefathers. It is to be hoped that 
the date could not have been fixed upon from a 
wish that the United States should indirectly fur- 
nish a countenance for the restoration of des- 
potisim; and it was matter of regret that the gen- 
tleman should openly avow a distrust of the 
permanency of the French Revolution as one mo- 
tive for the conduct. 

Mr. G. remarked, that he hoped the permanency 
of the Revolution of France was as much greatcr 
than the permanency of the ancient despotism of 
France, as the great fabric of nature, to the petty 
plastic productions of art. 

Here Mr. Smita rose to explain: He said he had 
pursued a principle adopted by Mr. JEFFERSON in 
his Report. He read a passage from the Report, 
from which it appeared that the Report had been 
calculated to the Summer of 1792. 

Mr. Gites replied, that the principle was just 
reversed; the one had reference to a state of 
things posterior to the Revolution ; the other, an- 
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terior to the commencement of it, during the ex- 
istence of the ancient despotism. 

If the table were to have any influence, it must 
arise from stating the real relative dispositions of | 
France and Great Britain towards the United. 
States; but, if the epoch to which it relates is to 
govern, it will exclude some of the strongest testi- 
monies of the inimical temper of Great Britain, and 
of the friendly temper of France. 

Are these considerations to have less weight, or 
to be wholly excluded from the view, because 
they are more recent? Is it because we are now 
laboring under these aggressions, and from some 
late despatches, likely to continue, so that a remedy 
is to be withheld? He thought not; and there- 
fore should proceed to state some of the evidences 
of the dispositions of the two nations, displayed 
since the epoch alluded to. 

Great Britain has subjected our vessels, upon 
the high sca, to seizure and scarch, and exempted 
those of Sweden and Denmark, Je wished to 
press this fact upon the gentleman who preceded 
him, because he had denied that Great Britain had 
made any discriminations amongst foreign nations 
injurious to (he United States. 

Great Brilain has invaded our vessels on the high 
seas, and refused them the protection of French 
property. This is an acknowledged violation of 
the laws of nations; at least of the las¢ Convention 
of Nations upon the subject. 

Great Britain has prevented our vessels from 
conveying to our friend and ally goods not contra- 
band, and compelled them to make sales to herself 
or some of her allies, 

Great Britain has compelled our vessels to de- 
viate their courses, and, to their great hazard and 
loss, detained them for trial upon frivolous pre- 
tences. 

Our vessels have been subjected, in her Courts, 
to the danger of subornation; to precarious and 
uncertain testimony. 

Great Britain has been the instrument of letting 
loose the pirates of the Barbary States upon our 
commerce. This fact, however doubted upon the 
first report, is placed beyond doubt by the late con- 
duct of Portugal towards our vessels in her ports. 

Are these facts denied? If not, do they not 
operate directly and spccifically upon our com- 
merce? Is it not astonishing, after all these facts 
are known, and often repeated, that gentlemen 
should be heard to inquire, what injuries have we 
received from Great Britain, and to infer that the 
United States are equally favored with other na- 
tions? In addition to these things, Great Britain 
has observed the most rigid silence upon the sub- 
ject of friendly commercial arrangements. The 
gentleman who preceded him, doubted her indis- 
position for a treaty; silence is a refusal to act; a 
refusal to act is a denial. ‘I'he late despatches do 
not furnish the most distant hope of a change of 
disposition in this respect. 

France, on the other hand, has offered a renewal 
of the existing commercial treaty upon the most 
liberal policy. 

It has been asked, in the tone of sarcastic tri- 
umph, and from so many quarters of the Commit- 


tee, as to give it the air of previous concert, What 
advantages have the United States received from 
the French treaty? The question is answered by 
recurrence to the date of its existence, it is dated 
in February, 1778! It acknowledged our right to 
trade asa nation! It was the first act of our na- 
tional sovereignty, acknowledged by aegreat and 
powerful nation. 

Americans at that day deemed it no inconsider- 
able boon, and this is the first time Americans have 
ever questioned it. If a prophet, in 1778, had 
foretold that, in 1794, this question should have 
been triumphantly put in an American Congress, 
would he not have been deemed a visionary, and 
would not the prophecy have been deemed an im- 
putation upon the American character? Yet, so 
strange a prophecy would have been realized! 
But, let it be supposed that the treaty be a disad- 
vantageous one to the United States; how would 
the admission affect the present question? France 
scems to have admitted that the treaty does not 
embrace all the advantages arising from the mutual 
intercourse of the two nations, and has proposed to 
liberalize the terms. The disadvantages of the 
treaty have been suggested. 

It should Le recollected that the circumstance 
of inconvenience alluded to, depended upon a con- 
tingency—it first happened to France, It might, 
however, first have happened to the United States; 
and if the United States had been engaged ina 
war, and France neutral, the inconvenience com- 
plained of would have been reversed. 

The incompatibility of the mercantile interest 
with the success of the French cause, in the pre- 
sent state of commerce, is a circumstance to be 
regretted, since it has, perhaps, produced more dis- 
affection in the American mind than any other 
cause. In this part of the subject, a tart old adage 
has been quoted and repeated as a proper rule of 
conduct: ‘ No friendship in trade.” Itis presumed 
that this maxim can never be extended to mean, 
that it is better to trade with an enemy than a 
friend. It would be deemed an act of folly in an 
individual to prefer an enemy for a customer, to 
a friend; particularly if he knew that the cnemy 
would cut his throat, or rob him of his purse the 
first opportunity which might occur, and thus de- 
prive him totally of the means of trade—the re- 
mark applies more strongly to nations; because 
they are not subject to municipal restraints; their 
power and their will are only to be consulted. The 
friendship of a nation, particularly a great nation, 
is intrinsically a matter of value. It becomes an 
important item of calculation when it is founded 
upon interest. This is the case between the United 
States and France at this moment. It is the in- 
terest of France, that the United States should 
continue a Republican form of Government. It 
is the interest, it is, perhaps, the salvation of the 
United States, that France should establish and 
preserve a Republican form of Government. He 
wag, therefore, of opinion, that the favorable dis- 
position of France, towards the United States, 
grounded upon interest, is a thing of material va- 
lue, and ought to be taken into calculation, even 
under the rigid maxim prescribed. 
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A gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Lee,] to avoid 
the force of these considerations, had remarked 
that there was a greater similarity in the Govern- 
ment of the United States, to that of Great Britain, 
than to that of France. He remarked, that the 
French Republie was one and indivisible; that the 
Government of the United States was a confeder- 
ated Republic. This constitutes no essential differ- 
ence in the fundamentali principle of the two 
Governments; the foundation of both is, the con- 
sent of the peuple; the pursuit of both, an equali- 
ty of rights. The British Government, he re- 
marked, was composed of three branches, as was 
that of the United States, Jt should be remarked 
that they differed essentially in the component 
materials ; coercion and not the consent of the peo- 
ple, is the foundation of the British Government. 


Its pursuit, a monopoly, and not an equality of 


rights. He would distniss this part of the subject, 
by concluding that, so far as the relative dixposi- 
tions of France and Britain may affect the subject, 
every fair consideration deducible therefrom, ope- 
rates, conclusively, in favor of the propositions, 

The second point in view, in which this subject 
has been presented to the Committee, is, the con- 
duct of Great Britain, towards the United States, 
comparatively with foreign nations. He did not 
think this at all interesting to the United States ; 
and was surprised, that the gentleman who just 
preceded him, should have renewed aud relied so 
much upon it. It cannot be material to us, that 
Great Britain should impose the same terms, upon 
all other nations, which she imposes upon the 
United States; provided they be alike injurious 
and dishonorable to all. It is a poor consolation, 
that, whilst the United States are 
commercial bondage, all other nations, except one, 
should be equally so. In the commercial world, 
Great Britain has assumed the position of the do- 
minant nation; but she is indebted to the acqui- 
escenee of other nations, more than to her own 
energy, for the enjoyment of il. 

The United States ought not to wait for an ex- 
ample from other nations, They ought to con- 
vince the world of nations, that they understand 
their own rivtts, as a nation; and possess spirit and 
ability to assert and enforce them. 

He would, therefore, dismiss this part of the 
subject, without further comment, and proceed to 
consider it in a more interesting feature; as it re- 
spects the commercial intercourse direetly between 
the United States and Great Britain. 

The true grounds upon which the subject ought 
to be considered, are the following: 

Whether, in the existing state of things, the 
United States do reciprocate with Great Britain 
the commercial advantages arising from their mu- 
tual intercourse, calenlated upon the relative need 
of each country, for the supplies of the other? and, 
if not, whether the relative situation of the two 
countries, and the nature of their respective sup- 
plies do not enable the United Sues to demand 
and enforce a reciprocity? And, whether political 
considerations do not combine in recommending 
the measure at the present moment? It is expect- 
ed that the propositions, if carried into eilvet, 


in a state of 


s! citizenship, for commercial purposes. 


a 


would eventuate either in a commercial treaty 
between the United States and Great Britain upon 
terms of reciprocity; or in a commercial conflict 
between the two nations, 

It is to be observed, that doubts have been sug- 
gested respecting the advantages of commercial 
treaties, upon abstract grounds. Commercial trea- 
ties are admitted to be the creatures of the selfish 
and jealous policy of nations. 

It would be a desirable thing for maukind, if 
there existed but one commercial treaty, common 
to all natious; and that this treaty should be found- 
ed upon the principle of a mere interchange of 
This ar- 
rangement would facilitate the interchange of the 
various products of the earth, according to the cvi- 
dent will of the Great Author of Nature. In the 
execution of such interchange, good fiith, enter- 
prise, and industry, would find their true reward. 
This benefit to mankind can never be expected, 
so long as the rights (as they are called) of des- 
pots shall be more respected and practiced upon 
than the Rights of Man. It is the knowledge, in 
despots, of their own usurpations, and their fears 
of detection, which interdict this great benefit to 
man. Hence, commercid treaties have become 
necessary, to reciprocate the advantages of the in- 
terchange of the products of the contracting na- 
tions, by relaxing the principle of restrictions. To 
test the advantages of commercial treaties, in the 
existing state of things, it would be proper to in- 
quire what would be the effect of a single nation 
which should acquiesce under restrictions, whilst 
all other nations imposed them ? 

One evident effect would be a complete mono- 
poly of the carrying trade. Another effect would 
be, a change in the internal direction of labor. 
This effeet would be produced by unequal duties 
upon different species of products. 

Tf the trade of the acquiescing nation should be 
monopolized by any one imposing nation, an irre- 
sistible influence would be gained upon the inter- 
nal administration of the Government of the ac- 
quicseing nation. It is not ascertained how far this 
may be the relative situation of the United States 
and Great Britain at this moment. It is admitted 
she has monopolized one-half of our trade; she has 
a mercantile capital, operating from the extremes of 
New Hampshire to the extremes of Georgia; and 
agents engaged in the management of It. Intimate 
connexions are formed between them and our citi- 
zens. Hence, he was inclined to think, that an in- 
sensible foreign influence was operating, at this mo- 
ment, upon our councils. 

Tn this state of things, necessity and self-preser- 
vation dictate the measure of restrictions to coun- 
teract opposing restrictions. or a commercial treaty, 
calculated to remedy their il) effects. 

To test the first inquiry, whether, in the present 
state of things, the United States do reciprocate 
with Great Britain in the commercial advantages 
arising from their mutual inierconrse, calculated 
upon the relative need of each country, for the 
supplies of the other, he presented a statement 
which had been relied upon by the gentleman who 
introduced the propositions, showing, in round 
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numbers, the total tonnage, and seamen employed 
in the intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain, with the proportion thereof employed 
by each nation. This statement had reference to 
the year 1792, and if it were not critically correct, it 
was at least as favorable to the United States, as 
truth would warrant, 

The whole amount of tonnage, 222,000; the 
whole amount of seamen, 13,320. Of these totals, 
the British employed 156,000; the United States, 
66,000 tons. The British employed 9,360 seamen; 
the United States employed 3,960 seamen. This 
is a most striking view of the subject, and if there 
be not some peculiar quality in the articles of 
which this intercourse is composed, to justify this 
state of things, he should conclude, that there is 
not an equal: participation in the advantages of 
mutual intercourse ; and, instead of finding any- 
thing from the nature of the articles constituting 
the trade to justify the inequality, every consider- 
ation from that source serves to aggravate the in- 
equality. 

The whole trade of the United States to the 
British West India Dominions, is a complete mo- 
nopoly in favor of Britain; of course, an equal 
participation in that part of the trade was not 
contended. If, then, the United States do not 
participate equally in the advantages of their in- 
tercourse with. Great Britain, it is proper to in- 
quire whether the nature of their supplies, and 
their. present political situation, do not enable them 
to demand and enforce a reciprocity? The supplies 
of the United States to Britain, consist either of 
articles for re-exportation, or rude fabrics for 
manufactures. 

The articles of supply from Great Britain, to the 
United States, are for their own consumption; and 
the great proportion, at least in point of value, con- 
sists of luxuries, 0 i 

Great Britain is incompetent to her own supply 
of subsistence, and is every day becoming more 
incompetent. T'he gentleman from South Caro- 
lina proved this fact to the Committee by an offi- 
cial undeniable document. He relied upon the 
fact, to prove that Great Britain will hereafter be- 
come a better customer to the. United States. He 
seemed . unaware that it established a more impor- 
-tant point; that she is becoming a more dependent 
customer. ‘This is one of the most important con- 
siderations afforded by. the whole subject; it is 
the principal one which would give the turn to 
his vote. He made two very interesting reflections 
from‘it; the one, that continual increase of debt, 
and paper machinery, will not produce a corres- 
pondent inerease. of ability in the nation to feed 
itself. That an infinity of paper will not produce 
an infinity of food. The other, that proportioned 
to the inability of Great Britain to feed herself, 
will be her dependence. upon a nation who can 
feed her. The United States furnish an abundant 
supply of subsistence. for herself, and will shortly 
be able to feed the increasing wants of Great 
Britain, : 

In Great Britain, every species of oceupation 


the gentleman who preceded him, were compelled 
to plough the ocean for subsistence. Hence, the 
difficulty of changing the direetion of labor. 

In the United States, agriculture, the primary 
occupation of man, is not yet filled; hence, the fa- 
cility of changing the direction of labor. 

One-sixth of the whole exported manufactures 
of Great Britain finds a market and consumption 
in the United States; at least 50,000 hands. are 
employed in making this supply: stop the con- 
sumption, and examine the effect. The gentle- 
man who preceded him is of opinion, that no great 
effect can be expected from so trivial a cause. If 
he would reflect that the nation is incompetent to 
her own supply of subsistence; is growing still 
more so, and that every occupation is surcharged, 
depriving 50,000 persons of the means of subsistence 
would not be a trivial cause.. In such a state of 
things it would be a great cause, which might 
produce great effects. 

Great Britain, tottering under the weight of a 
King, a Court, a nobility, a priesthood, armies, na- 
vies, debts, and all the complicated machinery of 
oppression, which serves to increase the number 
of unproductive, and lessen the number of produe- 
tive hands, (the true source of the inability of the 
nation to feed herself,) at this moment engaged 
in a foreign war; taxation, already carried to the 
ultimatum of financial device; the ability of the 
people already displayed in the paymeut of taxes, 
constituting a political phenomenon; all prove 
the debility of the system, and the decrepitude of 
old age. On the other hand, the United States, 
in the flower of youth, increasing in hands, in- 
creasing in wealth; and, although -an imitative 
poliey has unfortunately prevailed in the erection 
of a funded debt, in the establishment of an army, 
anticipating a navy, and all the paper machinery for 
increasing the number of unproductive, and lessen- 
ing the number of productive hands; yet, the 
operations of natural causes have, as yet, in some 
degree, countervailed their influence, and still fur- 
nish a great superiority, in comparison with Great 
Britain, 

There is another interesting fact, which ought 
to be considered ; the expensive machinery of the 
British Government has. produced a necessity for 
revenue, which exceeds the ability of her whole 
internal resources; her Navigation Act taxes all 
nations for a portion of her. revenue; she is in- 
debted to the acquiescence of other nations for its 
products, rather than to her own ability to enforce 
it. 

It has been said and repeated, that the Naviga- 
tion Act of Great Britain is irresistible. He be- 
lieved no serious experiment had ever beeu made 
upon it, and no reason has been assigned for the 
assertion. He could see no peculiar quality at- 
tached to that act, to distinguish it from any other 
act, or to render it more irresistible; nor should 
he believe it possessed such a peculiar quality, 
without it could be pointed out, and made visible. 
But, if such be the quality of a Navigation Act, 
why would not a Navigation Act, passed by. the 


and employment is not only filled, but. sarcharged. | United States, be equally irresistible? It would 
Her subjects, as was emphatically remarked “by certainly counteract the force of the British Navi- 
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gation Act, so far as it taxcs the United States; 
and this example to other nations might be at- 
tended with serious effects to Great Britain in the 
present forced state of things in that Government. 

It has been said by a gentleman from Maryland, 
(Mr. Forrust,] that only one-sixth of the trade of 
Great Britain is carried on with the United States ; 
and that one-half of the trade of the United States 
is carried on with Great Britain; and from those 
facts, he inferred that, in a stale of a commercial 
conflict between the two nations, the United 
States would be the sufferer in the same propor- 
tion. This is an interesting view of the subject, 
and it ought to be examined. From a mere the- 
oretic proposition, the mference would be just; 
but it is completely reversed by the existing prac- 
tical state of things; in the existing state of things, 
the one-sixth of the trade of Great Britain to the 
United States, is extremely profitable to her. It 
consists of articles, in some degree, essential to 
her other trade. Vot and pearl ash, for her linen ; 
indigo, for her cloth; tobacco, for manufactures 
and re-cxportation, and, of course, making a part 
of the other five-sixths of her trade; lumber, for 
her Navy and her West India Dominions. Where- 
as, oue-half of the trade of the United States to 
Great, Britain may be a losing trade, a great pro- 
portion of it consists of luxuries for consumption, 
after having received the last polish from the 
artisan; and so far cannot be essential. Ie thought 
this consideration had not made the impression 
upon the Committee which it merited. If the 
United States be competent to their own supply of 
useful and necessary articles, or can furnish them- 
selves from other markets, he did not believe that 
any ill would arise from making articles of mere 
luxury, less accessible to the citizens of the United 
States than they now are; on the contrary, he 
believed it would add to the morals, the wealth, 
and the independence of the United States. Most 
of the preceding remarks apply to the trade car- 
ried on directly between the United States and 
Great Britain. Her West India Dominions are 
more at our mercy; and it is there the dominant 
nation imposes the most injurious and dishonor- 
able conditions upon our trade. To present to the 
Committec a general view of this part of the sub- 
ject, he requested to be indulged with reading a 
few concise passages from Mr. T. Coxe’s reply to 
Lord Sheffield, upon Commerce. This perform- 
ance, he remarked, had great merit for its intelli- 
gence, accuracy, and candor : 


American vessels in most 
of her ports. 

Great Britain prohibits 
the employment of Ameri- 
can-built ships by her own 
citizens in many branches 
. of trade, upon any terms. 


Great Britain prohibits 
the importation of goods 
into Great Britain by Ame- 
rican vessels, from any 
other country than the 
United States. 

Great Britain prohibits 
the importation into Great 
Britain from the United 
States, by American ves- 
sels, of all goods not piu- 
j duced by the United States, 
and others, at all times. 

Great Britain prohibits, 
for considerable terms of 
time, some of the principal 
agricultural productions of 


! 
the United States, and 
others, at all times 


Great Britain prohibits 
the importation of some 
American articles in Ame- 
rican ships, or any but 
British ships, into her Eu- 
ropean Dominions. 

Great Britain does not 
permit an American citi- 
zen to import goods into 
some of her Dominions, and 
to sell them there, even in 
British vessels. In other 
parts of her Domivions, 
she Jays an extra tax on 
him or his sales. 

Greal Britain prohibits 
the consumption of some 


tion. 

reat Britain prohibits 
the importation of Ameri- 
can articles from foreign 
countries into British Do- 
minions, even in her own 
ships. 


ney on British vessels in 
any of their ports. 

The United States ad- 
mit the employment of 
British-built ships by their 
own citizens in every 
branch of trade, upon the 
terms of forty-four cents 
extra per ton, and one- 
tenth extra on the impost 
arising from their cargoes, 

The United States ad- 
mit the importation of 
goods into the United 
States in British vessels, 
from every country what- 
ever, 

The United States do 
not probibit the importa- 
tion into the United States 
from Greal Britain by Bri- 
tish vessels, of auy goods 
not produced by Great 
Britain. 

The United States pro 
hibit none of the agricul- 
tural productions of Great 
Britain or her Dominions. 


The United States do 
not prohibit the importa- 
tion of any British article 
in British vessels, or any 
but American vessels. 


The United States per- 
mit a British citizen to im- 
port goods into all their 
ports, in any vessels. and 
to sell them there without 
any extra tax on him or 
his sales. 


The United States do 
not probibit the consump- 
tion of any British article 
whatever. 


The United States do 
not prohibit the importa- 
tion of British articles from 
foreign countries, in any 
ships. 


Great BRITAIN 


Prohibits American ves- 
sels from entering into the 
ports ofseveral parts of her 
Dominions, viz.: the West 
Indies, Canada, Nova Sco- 
tia, New Brunswick, New- 
foundland, Cape Breton, 
Hudson's Bay, Honduras 
Bay, and her East India 
spice market. 

Great Britain imposes 
double light money on 


Tne Unrrep States 


Admit British vessels 
into all their ports, subject 
tu a tonnage duty of forty- 
four cents, or twenty four 
steiling pence, more than 
American vessels, and an 
addition of one tenth, to 
the amount of the impost 
accruing to their cargoes. 


The United States do 
not impose extra light mo- 


From the view of the subject here exhibited, it 
would be naturally interred, that the United States 
must be dependent upon the West Indies for their 
very existence; but it is known, that truth con- 
sists in the reverse of this fact; hence, the true order 
jn the nature of things is reversed from artificial 
arrangements; and, he believed, that nothing but 
exertion was necessary to reinstate the just and 
natural order of things. Let the article of rum be 
taken as a further illustration of this part of the 
subject. 


1 
American articles, of which 
she permits the importa- 
Rum affurds the whole calculated profits of the ` 
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West Indies, the whole of the other products are | however, comport with another, which has been 
supposed to be only equivalent to the charges for | indefinitely mentioned by several gentlemen, but 
the support of the Islands, Rum is dutied in Great: has been reduced to more definiteness by a gentle- 
Britain almost equal toa prohibition. ‘I'he United | man from Maryland, [ Mr. lForrest.] He as- 
States furnish its chief, its only, competent mar- | serted that three-fourths of our revenue will be 


ket, ‘They afford lumber for the vessels enclosing | affected by the propositions on the table. 
it. They alford bread for the workmen raising it. | This is an important consideration, and merits 
| 


The article itself is a ruinous luxury. Under | examination. He declared that no gentleman was 
these circumstances, take a view of the terms: more disposed than himself to vote for that por- 
upon which this article is supplied to the United tion of revenue which should be deemed essential 
States. The carriage is completely monopolized. | to the proper and necessary energy of the Govern- 
The carriage of the articles given in exchange, ' ment; he thought this part of the subject had 
articles indispensable to the prosperity of the! been superficially examined; he admitted the 


Islands, completely monopolized. ‘The contracts 
for the interchange completely monopolized. If 
the United States were to withhold their supplies 
from the West Indies, either they would become 
unprofitable to Great Britain, or she must relax 
the existing conditions imposed on our intercourse 
with them. 

Nothing can be more degrading and insulting to 
the United States than the temporary suspensions 
of the prohibitory restrictions. Behold a hungry 


Colonial Prefect, at Icast a Prefect anticipating į 


hunger, declaring by proclamation to the citizens 
of the United States, that if they will furnish him 
with food within a certain given limited time he 
will vouchsafe to cat it; and behold the citizens 
of the United States eagerly catching at this sin- 
gular act of condescensiun ! 

Although it hus been contended that our com- 
merce with Great Britain is upon a fooling not to 
be complained of, it has beeu conceded that our 
navigation labors under undue restrictions, A 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. GOODHUF,] 
who is remarkable for the perspicuity and definite- 
ness of his ideas, seems to have had rather loose 
conceptions upon this subject. That gentleman 
remarked, and it has been repeated, that he was in 
favor of an increase of tonnage upon all foreign 
vessels, without discrimination. His motive was 
the protection of our own shipping. His objection 
to the discrimination was the competition of 
France. The gentleman remarked, at the same 
time, that in case high duties should be. imposed 
upon British manufactures, France, in the present 
state of things, was disqualified from supplying us. 
Jf the gentleman really has the protection of our 
shipping, as well as the manufactures at heart, by 
extending his reficctions a little further he would 
have found a consolation in this truth—that the 
same cause which at present. disqualifies France 
from supplying us with manufactures, would dis- 
qualify her from any dangerous competion with 
our shipping; but can it be deemed a serious and 
valid objection to the propositions, that France 
may ultimately participate in the advantages? Is 
this a proper ground for refusing to our shipping 
and manufactures a present as well as a perma- 
nent encouragement? The samc gentleman re- 
marked, that the increased dutics would operate 
as a tax upon our constituents; if this should be 
one effect, it ought not to afford an objection. If 
they be productive, it will increase the ability of 
the Treasury, and it is known that an increase of 
revenue is anticipated. This objection dues uot, 


revenue may ultimately he lessened, but it will 
| not be lust. There is no certainty that it will be 

lessened. From his view of the propositions, and 

the manner in which the blanks will probably be 

filled, he was of opinion that the revenue would 
| for some time be augmented by earring the pro- 
positions into effect. 

This would coutinue to be the case until the 
inerease of duties should so far diminish importa- 
tions as to counterbalance the difference between 
the existing duties and those proposed to be laid. 

If the operation of the propositions should di- 
minish the importation of luxuries, so far he 
thought it would increase the ability of the United 
States to pay revenue; and he did not conceive 
. the particular mode of drawing revenue was at all 
| important to the United States. But if this argu- 
ment of revenuc be conclusive, at what time will 
it cease to operate with the same force that ıt now 
docs? Jf gentlemen have anticipated the glorious 
period, divulge the pleasing secret, when the na- 
tion may make an exertion for the restoration of 
violated rights without alarms to revenue! 

: It has been emphatically remarked by a gentle- 
| 


man from New Jersey, [Mr. CLark,] who has had 
great experience in American affairs, that this 
was not the language of Amcrica at the time of 
the non-importation associations. ‘This was not 
the language of America at the time of the Decla- 
ration of Independence. Whence, then, this change 
of Amcrican sentiment? Has America less ability 
j than she then had? Is she less prepared for a 
national trial than she then was? ‘This cannot 
be pretended. There has been, it is true, one 
| great change in her political situation. America 
has now a funded debt; she had no funded debt 
at those glorions epochs. May not this change of 
sentiment, therefore, be looked for in her change 
‘of situation iu this respect? May it not be looked 
for in the inimitative sympathetic organization of 
our funds with the British funds? May it not be 
looked for in the indiscriminate participations of 
| citizens and foreigners in the emoluments of the 
funds? May it not be looked for in the wishes of 
some to assimilate the Government of the United 
States to that of Great Britain, or at least in 
wishes for a more intimate connexion P 
If these causes exist, it is uot difficult to find the 
source of the national debility. It is not difficult 
to see that the interests of the few who receive 
and disburse the public contributions, are more re- 
| spected than the interests of the great majority of 
‘the society who furnish the contributions. It is 
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not difficult to see that the Government, instead ; men would specify their propositions, and bring 
of legislating for a few millions, is legislating for | them before the Committee; he thought it would 
a few thousands, and that the sacredness of their j be a much better evidence of their dispositions 


rights is the great obstacle to a great national 
exertion, 

Mr. G. remarked, that political considerations, 
in his opinion, combined in recommending the 
propositions at the present moment. The Euro- 
pean war, the delicate crisis of the war, afforded 
in his mind strong inducements to the measure. 
These considerations had been urged with a view 
to an opposite effect; but he would ask, what time 
would be chosen by a wise nation, comparatively 
weak, to address herself to an unjust nation, com- 
paratively strong, for a restoration of violated 
rights? Would it not be when the strong nation 
should be so engaged as to be incapable of exerting 
her whole undivided force in the resistance? This 
is the case with Great Britain, at present; for, 
whatever may be the ultimate result of the pre- 
sent European contest, the subjugation of France 
will require at least another campaign. Here he 
thought the tart adage quoted by some gentleman, 
fitted the subject much better than that part of it 
to which it had been applicd. No friendship in 
trade. The United States only demanded a resto- 
ration of violated rights. Great Britain has com- 
mitted the violation. It was unnecessary to re- 
capitulate the aggressions of Great Britain upon 
the national rights of the United States. Ile 
could not help repeating one circumstance—her 
subjecting American vessels to seizure aud search, 
and exempting those of Sweden and Denmark. 
This evidenced a peculiar enmity levelled at the 
United States. He mentioned this circumstance 
for another reason. It should be recollected that 
some unauthorized attempts were made upon the 
vessels of Sweden and Denmark, and that firm 
and manly answers produced concessions. As the 
only neutral nations except the United States, they 
have set an example which ought to be imitated ; 
for, notwithstanding the trivial weight of the 
United States in the scale of European affairs, as 
has been suggested, he believed that Great Britain 
would prefer a war with both those nations to a 
war with the United States, 

The recent example of Sweden and Denmark, 
proves that the British Cabinct are as sensible of 
the advantages of concession, in some cases, as they 
were insensible in other cases, of the dishonor 
of committing depredations on the rights of other 
nations. 

Mr. G. thonght another consideration of the 
moment extremely important. The injurics and 
insults of Great Britain, repeated and continued, 
have excited such an impulse in the public mind, 
that the whole people would feelingly second any 
decisive measures which the Government might 
adopt for restoring the honor of the nation; and, 
if a national trial should be the result of the pro- 
positions, it would from that cause be commenced 
under the most pleasing and promising auspices. 
Several gentlemen opposed to the resolutions have 
declared their resentment against Britain, and pro- 
fessed themselves for energetic measures to restore 
the honor of the nation. IIe wished the gentle 

3p Con.—10 


than objecting to the present propositions without 
offering a substitute. He declared that he was not 
so much wedded to the present propositions, as not 
to be willing to consider any others which might 
be better calculated to produce the intended effect. 
A gentleman from Virginia, [Mr Lrs,} who in- 
formed the Committee that he was not sent here 
to indulge his resentments, professed at the same 
time the most violent resentment against the Cabi- 
net of Great Britain, while he pronounced an eulo- 
gy upon the British people. If the people would 
adopt the gentleman’s idea, and separate them- 
selves from the Cabinet, he might be justified in his 
distinction. The proposition, in that case, would 
be levelled against the Cabinet, and not against 
the people. In that event, both his resentment 
and attachments might be indulged. But, if the 
gentleman would recollect that the disposition of 
the people towards the United States is communi- 
cated only through the Cabinet, that they support 
the Cabinet, that the Cabinet is the organ of their 
will, he will find that his distinction is wholly with- 
out foundation. 

We have been admonished of the propricty of 
banishing feeling and resorting to judgment. A 
nation being composed of the aggregate of indi- 
viduals, he believed possessed the same feelings; 
and he doubted the truth of the philosophy which 
advised us to banish an essential ingredient of 
human nature. Fecling and judgment ought to 
perform their respective offices; feeling should 
stimulate our actions ; judgment should direct the 
wisest means for its graltficalion ; patience is an 
admirable beast of burden, but not of enterprise; 
it bears misfortunes well, but way never calculated 
to resist oppressions. The United States have 
been injured and insulted. Instead, therefore, of 
patience and forbearance—wisdom, caution her- 


j self, would prescribe boldness, enterprise, energy, . 


firmness. America has therefore pursued this 
conduct, and experience has proved that it is not 
unwise. He believed that Great Britain calculated 
upon her own influence, and a want of concert in 
our councils; now was the time to convince the 
world that injury from abroad produced concert at 
home, This conduct had therefore characterized 
America; he hoped it would always continue to 
characterize America. 

The Committee now rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 


Fripay, January 24. 


Ordered, That the Letter from the Governor 
of Kentucky, enclosing a representation from the 
Legislature of the said State, respecting an adjust- 
ment of a claim of that State against the United 
States, for the expense of certain expeditions 
against the Indians, which were laid before the 
House on the twenty-third day of January, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, be re- 
ferred to the Secretary of the Treasury, with in- 
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struction ‘to. examine the same, and report his| will amount to a prohibition. These States are 
opiriion théreupon to the House. - now in a flourishing condition, yet many articles 
i aries ake ee Ae atti necessary to the improvement, settlement, and 
“4 COMMER CE OF THE UNITED STATES. comforts of America, are now only to be procured 
? The House'a®ain' resolved itself into a-Committee | in Great Britain. We cannot expect them, for a 
ofthe Whole House’ on the report of the Secre- | time, from any other country, because no other 
tary Of! State~on ‘the ‘privileges and ‘restrictions | nation is in the habit of manufacturing them ; this 
on'the commerce df the United: States in foreign | will produce a great depression in our commerce 

ý Z and manufactures. If Great Britain were to stand 


còuntries,. `: poii l 
- Mr.‘ HARTLEY :—I have’ paid attention to’ the | the shock, no good would be derived from the 
system, and we risk our national importance and 


debates, and have considered ‘them myself at my 
chamber; but, as rnany of my ideas and redsons | prosperity. If the duties should be increased ten 
have been already ‘expressed in superior language, | per cent., or any Jarge sum under a prohibitory 
it would not be generous in me to detain the Gom- | duty, the goods, if necessary, would still be im- 
mittee for'any length of time. ‘Indecd, as our dele-'| ported, and the tax fall upon the consumers, 
gation is divided, it ‘becomes me to make a fèw] My great difficulty is, that the resolutions will 
observations, in’ ‘order’ to satisfy my constituents | tend to increase the price of labor in husbandry. 
RO ee CES The protecting dulies already Jaid have increased 


upon what grounds I act. 

“Froni'the tur the debates: have taken, politics} the manufactures of this country; [ believe, in 
aré complicated with the present question; and T | most cases, they have had great effects. Perhaps 
must observe, that-the conduct of Great Britain-| some alterations might be made; but the subject 
of manufactures is so important, that it should be 


has not been friendly to the country. She has 

riot. delivered up the posts agreeably to treaty, | taken up separately. The protecting duties have 

and thereby‘involving us in an expensive war. | been, as I said, favorable to the manufacturers; 

The: American world is convinced that she has } but, it must be acknowledged, they have enhanced 
the price of labor very considerably, and this has 


supported the Indians in their war against us, 
Ammunition. and arms ‘they certainly: obtained | extended to husbandry. If you increase the pro- 
tecting duties, the manufacturer will just add the 


| 

from British agents or factors; and:the large body 

of Indians which was ‘together "in the year 1791, || difference to his price. Of course, the farmers must 
patt of which ‘defeated General St. Clair’s.armiy, | bid higher for labor, in order to prevent the coun- 
and the savages' who collected in arms during the | tryman or ‘adventurer from going into a manufac- 
last year, must have been’ subsisted in provisions | tory or work-shop. I have always been, and still 
by the British. » No policy of the Indiang, in former ! am, a friend to the manufactures of this country ; 
experiencs, seems alone to’ have: been adequate to | I wish them every proper encouragement; bat I 
such- circumstances. The seizing of the vessels | am sure, we might go'too fast. T believe—accorés 
of Atnerica, which were bound to Francè, upon | ing to my experience—the manufacturers seem 
the sers, and taking them into British ports, with- | well satisfied with what has ‘been done. The cul- 
out ‘regarding whether ‘the -places to-which they | tivation and improvement of our country are pri- 
were bourid-weré besieged or not—this is contrary | mary considerations, and we should adopt no policy 
to the ‘law ‘of nations—the ‘wanton cruelty and | which disturbs them. Wheat and flour are the 
inSolerice ‘oF some’ of: theit privateers, upon the'| great'staple commodities of the Middle States; we 
vessels anid ¢itizens of this countty—besides, there | should'do nothing to-check theirincrease. After 
édtinot-be a doubt respecting ‘the:-Algerines, They | agriculture, press on the arts; they ought all to be 
were admitted int the ‘Atlantic by the consent or | protected. ‘These resolutions will cither’ operate as 
condivatice’ of Great Britain, and many unsuspect- | a prohibition or a tax; the inconveniences of both 
ing Atptricans have been seized on the océan, and | have been stated. : ‘ 

carried into ‘captivity. Thesé ‘are serious injuries; There is still a serious difficulty: three-fourths 
by which the Amefican character is nuch wourid- | of our revenue, it has been said, depended upon the 
ed’; “and ‘this country calls loudly, from every | duty arising on articles imported from Great Bri- 
quarter, for redress.” Sa s i tain and her Dominions. If -these resolutions will 
, The resolutions on the table, their ‘advocates | amount to a prohibition, (whieh the gentleman 
contend, ‘if adopted,: would operate against’ Great | from New Jersey contends they should,) how is the 
Britain so forcibly, as to oblige her ‘to change her | deficiency to be supplied? This question has been 
policy and do us justice, and lay the foundation for | repeatedly asked, but not answered. . 
good offices between America and France. Could | In the late war, a great part of the personal pro- 
we be certain that those views would be realized, | perty in Pennsylvania was changed into paper; 
or those ends attained, by adopting the resolutions, | goods were sold, or taken for the suppli¢s of the 
they ‘should: have my'hearty assent. When those | Army ; individuals paid debts to individuals in 
plausible prospects ‘were held forth, my wishes | paper; moneys were loaned to the United States; 
were with part of the'resolutions ; for several days | so that the publie was really and truly indebted to 
l have strove to bring my‘ judgment to concur; | many meritorious and bona Jide creditors. T am 
but I'find I cannot. The arguments and reasons | no friend to those speculators who obtained cortifi- 
offered do not convince ‘me that the resolutions | cates by ungenerous means; ‘they ean only come 
will produce the desired’ effect of their advocates; | forward under the term of strict right. The public 
and I have’ many difficulties which, I fear, cannot ! creditors of Pennsylvania, (among whom | knew 
be obviated. If the duties are laid very high, they ! many meritorious ones,) at the first session of 
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Congress held at New York under the present Go- 
vernment of the United States, petitioned the Legis- 
lature, and the Honse of Representatives resolved 
as follows: 

« Resolved, That this House consider an adequate 
provision for the support of the public credit, as a mat- 
ter of high importance to the national honor and pros- 
perity. 

« Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to prepare a plan for that purpose, and to re- 
port the same to this House at the next meeting.” 

Congress passed an act, the 4th of August, 1793, 
entitled “An act making provision for the Debt of 
the United States.” By this act, a loan was direct- 
ed to be opened and provision made for the pay- 
ment of the interest to such creditors as should 
subscribe thereto, with power of redemption at 
certain times. Adequate funds were established, 
and the Legislature, by the same law, solemnly 
engaged that those funds should be applied accord- 
ingly. The Legislature was not to invade or alter 
those funds without regular and adequate substi- 
tutes. By the resolutions offered, the funds will 
most assuredly (in my mind) be endangered. We 
are going upon speculations, the consequences of 
which we know not; and which may shake the 
fundamental principles of pubhe credit, which has 
been so solemnly guaranteed. We ought not to act 
like mere Colonies, in proposing or entering into 
non-importation agreements. We arca Nation; we 
ought to conduct ourselves in such a manner as not 
to endanger the faith, credit, and reputation of Ame- 
rica. In contracts between individuals, they are 
morally and legally bound to comply with them. 
Nations ought to be equally bound by their solemn 
engagements. 

We are, in this business, not barely waging a 
commercial war against Britain, for many citizens 
of this country have their all depending upon pub- 
lic faith. ‘Lhe Dutch, and other Europeans, have 
largely subscribed, and invested their property with 
us, under equal confidence. Shall we, or dare we, 
destroy or divert any of the funds so pledged, with- 
out giving a substitute? I consider these resolu- 
tions inefficient to the purposes intended. I hold 
that Great Britain has acted in such a manner as 
to render it necessary to press for full and satisfac- 
tory cxplauation ; and that, in case this satisfaction 
is not granicd, that at some day before the rising 
of Congress, the subjects of war and peace be taken 
up. If the former should be decided upon, 1 hope 
our Eastern brethren will join us, and that we may 
be unanimous in our measures. ‘The extent of this 
first resolution is so great, I will most assuredly 
vote against it; as to the others, I shall hold myself 
at liberty to declare myself upon them as they come 
forward. 

Mr. Tracy spoke as follows: It is obscrvable (hat 
many gentlemen, when they rise upon this subject, 
apologise for the want of a clear comprehension of 
it; and the indefinite situation of the proposition 
now before the Committee, and indefinite reason- 
ing upon it, have, Lacknowledge, afforded one strong 
ground of argument, in my mind, against the reso- 
lution. I think the maxim defensible, that no re- 


solution, until its principles are clearly delined, and Indians, A 


a rr 


its consequences well understood, should be adopt- 
ed by a Legislative body, especially on a commer- 
cial subject, since it is a given point, that commerce 
has generally bid defiance to Legislative interfer- 
ence, and in the event triumphed over Legislative 
restrictions. 

The discussion of this subject has assumed an ap- 
pearance which must be surprising to a stranger, 
and painful in the extreme to ourselves. 

The supreme Legislature of the United States 
is seriously deliberating, not upon the welfare of 
our citizens, but upon the relative circumstances 
of two Enropean nations; and this deliberation 
has not for its object the relative benefits of their 
markets to us, but which form of Government is 
best, and most like our own; which people feel the 
greatest affection for us; and what measures we 
can adopt which will best humble one and exalt the 
other. 

The primary motive of these resolutions, as ac- 
knowledged by the defenders of them, was not 
the increaso of our agriculture, manufactures, or 
navigation, but to humble Great Britain, and to 
build up France; and, although it is said, our ma- 
nufactures and navigation may reccive udvantage, 
it is only mentioned as a substitute in case of fail- 
ure as to the great object of humbling Great Bri- 
tain. 

The discussion in favor of these resolutions has 
breathed nothing but hostility and revenge against 
the English; and yet they put on the mild ap- 
pearance of commercial regulations. Legislatures, 
always cautious of attempting to force trade from 
its own channels and habits, should certainly be 
peculiarly cautious, when they do undertake such 
business, to set about it with temperance and cool- 
ness; but, in this debate, we are told of the inexe- 
cution of a former treaty withholding Western 
posts, insult, and dominations of a haughty people ; 
that, through the agency of Great Britain, the sa- 
vages are upon us on one side, and the Algerines 
on the other. The mind is roused by such a group 
of evils, and then called upon to consider a state- 
ment of duties on goods imported from foreign 
nations, If the subject is commercial, why not 
treat it upon the basis of a commercial subject, 
and with coolness attend to it? If it is a question 
of political hostility or war, a firmer tone might be 
adopted. When a nation is oppressed on all sides 
by injuries which call loudly to be avenged, there 
is an imperiousness in their circumstances which 
often precludes deliberation; and sometimes, at 
least, denies its propriety. Promptitude of ac- 
tion, in the first form that presents itself, is fre- 
quently a virtue; but, when all this national pres- 
sure is to obtain redress from laying a duty on a 
few articles of commerce, one would hardly think 
the violent introduction, much less, an impassioned 
inode of debate, could strike any man with pro- 
pricty. I think this mode of treating the subject 
tends to confuse, and contains in it no aptitude to 
develope either principles or consequences. After 
making these observations, permit me, sir, to con- 
sider the question before the Committce merely 
as a commercial one, and, for a moment, lay aside 
Igerines, aud all such irritating objectes 
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I engage it shall be for a moment; they certainly : freedom of trade ; and if these fail, an increase of 
shall have a full consideration in a future part of my | our manufactures, and @ course of trade with 
argument. To perform this task with propriety, | France free as they please to give us. f know 
the stale of our commerce naturally presents itself | Indians, &c., are talked of; but I mean these are 
as the first object of inquiry. In this Lam antici- | the promised benefits of a commercial kind. Are 
pated by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. | those events so probable that we shall be justified 
Drxrer,] and by a number of incontestible facts | in trying an experiment at the certain expense of 
containcd in the official document before the Com- | our present tranquility and happiness? It is said 
mittee. Our commerce is flourishing, and our na- | our citizens are virtuons: this I have the pleasure 
vigation rapidly increasing. to believe. But, to convince the whole mass of 
1, sir, was bred a farmer. I live among farmers, | the people that a system of self-denial of any 
much further removed from a view of commerce | great extent in its operation, is to he borne by 
than any of my colleagues, and when these reso- | them for a future benefit, you must hold up that 
lutions were brought forward, I expected the pain- | benefit in a more striking and certain point of 
ful detail that our commerce was languishing and | view than can be presented in this case. They 
our tonnnge decreasing, and that our mercantile | will be slow in understanding that trade is to be 
interest was earnestly calling for the aid and pro- | made free by imposing more and greater shackles 
tection of Government. But in this expectation I | upon it. But, if our commerce is flourishing, say 
am agreeably disappointed. No merchant is com- the gentlemen, why should it not be more so? Jf 
plaining, nor any fact existing to justify such com- | Great Britain imposes pointed restraints upon our 
plaints. It is worthy of remark, and must induce | trade, and is expressing her jealousy and hatred 
serious inquiry, if our trade is deranged and! to us on every practicable occasion, why not free 
shackled to the degree pretended, why the mer- | ourselves? What has Great Britain done, sir? 
chants in this House should be totally ignorant of | Has she made a single law restricting the com- 
it, and why, (oa man, they should be opposed to | merce of Independent America? All her restric- 
these regulations which put on the specious appear- tions that now affect us were in existence while 
ances of affording direct relief to them? This cir- | we were her Colonies, and are part of her Colo- 
cumstance alone would go far, in my mind, towards | nial establishment. Her Navigation Act is as old 
negativing the propositions ; much farther than the | as 1660; and, upon strict examination, the United 
closet speculations of a philosopher in their favor, States are more favored in her European, East 
which, nine times out of ten, cannot be reduced to and West India ports, than any other nation. It 
practice. is said our trade was at first forced there ; but this 
And here, sir, I fecl a confidence in repeating | rests merely on assertion ; it is not in proof before 
thal, upon a subject of forcing trade from one na- | the Committee. The markets of Great Britain 
tion to another, which is of necessity so compli- ! being the best, our articles of commerce and hers 
cated in principle, so various and invisible in con- | being reciprocally useful, and a similarity of lan- 
sequences, the Committee will never act but with | guage and religion, with many other natural causes, 
the utmost caution, and will constantly keep in view | bave carried our trade to her ports, and will keep 
that trade will scek its own markets, find its own | it there, until better markets offer, or it is forced 
level, and regulate itself much better than we can | away. 
do; and, although we may embarrass it, and injure | It is said the credit given by British merchants is 
our own citizens, and even other nations, for a while, | au evil, and that the people of Virginia owe an im- 
it will eventually rise above all the regulations we | mense sum in Great Britain. When a complaint is 
can make. made in direct terms of restrictions on our trade, 
The gentleman who introduced these resolves, | one would not readily imagine that another com- 
aware of our flourishing state of commerce, has ac- | plaint would be coupled with it, that the trade was 
knowledged that, by their adoption, certain evils will | so free as to become an injury. Besides, credit 
be incurred. What are these evils? If we allow | given to an industrious, provident man, never can 
full operation to his positions, without an immedi- | be an injury, Wall it place us in a situation of 
ate overture in Great Britain, there will be a stag- | fear. If we may argue from a great State, Virginia, 
nation of trade, a damp to agriculture, its laborers | to the Union, this is not true; for although that 
thrown out of employment, the present surplus of State owes immense debts, her Representatives 
produce must perish on the hands of the farmers, | come forward with great spirit to bring Great Bri- 
&e. But these evils, he says, ought to be cheer- ; tain to her feet. This circumstance of giving cre- 
fully borne to obtain, in event, a much greater good. | dit is entirely a municipal regulation wholly out 
This position is a sound one, to bear present small | of reach of Congress. The people at the Eastward 
evils to effect future great benefits. But to make | do not owe the English merchants, and are very 
the reasoning complete, should not the gentleman | generally opposed to these regulations. These 
show that the promised good is not only great | facts must convince us, that the credits given us by 
enough to justify atrial of the present evil, but that | the trade of Great Britain do not operate a fear and 
it is certain? a dependence which can be alarming to Govern- 
_ Are the bencfits promised by these regulations | ment. į ` 
in any measure certain, or even probable? The If the municipal regulations of Virginia, or any 
great benefits promised are a Treaty with Great | other State, will place the whole of each man’s 
Britain, a repeal of her Navigation Act as it re- | property within the reach of his creditor, and al- 
specs the United States, and, in fact, a universal! low the creditor legal coercion for payment of 
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debts, when voluntary payment is denied, there 
will be no danger from foreign or domestic credit. 
The slothful and idle, as well as the spendthrift 


and wicked, will readily attribute to faults of 


omission and commission in Government, those 
evils necessarily connected with their own im- 
prudence. 

It is said by a gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Frypuey,] that the merchants in this city 
who possess capitals of their own, are for these 
restrictions on British trade, and that the poorer 
sort, who are in want of credit, and mnst do busi- 
ness by obtaining it, arc opposed to them. If this 
be a fact, which is yet to be ascertained, it affords 
another argument against the resolutions. If capi- 


talists, nabobs in trade, would wish to shut out of 


competition men who have not capitals, whose 
industry and knowledge of business if they can 
at first obtain credit, would promise them a living 
and usefulness to community, whence is this wish 
derived? From nothing but a desire to effect a 
monopoly of trade to themselves, the consequence 
of which would be, a profit of 25 or 50 per cent. ; 
and those men who have not capitals must serve 
them as clerks or quit the country, Liberty and 
equality is not the foremost feature in this desire 
of our rich merchants, if the desire exists: and 
such a doctrine savors more of Aristocracy, and 
less of Republicanism, than I expected to hear 
from that honorable member. 

It is:said the British Government has broken 
the Laws of Nations, by interruption of our trade 
to France. The fact is, Great Britain has said 
France is in siege, or is blockaded—France has said 
the same. Upon this statement, what is the Law 
of Nations? That neutral vessels shall not have 
intercourse with such blockaded or besieged place. 
The facts are, the English have taken the cargoes 
of our vessels, under these circumstances, and in 
every instance paid the value of her cargo, at the 
port of destination; the French have taken all our 
cargocs bound to any port of their enemies, and 
have directed that a committee of appraisal shall 
be appointed to appraise and pay for them. 

And in all instances of wanton treatment, spoli- 
ation, or making our vessels prizes, the British 
Government have made the most ample promises 
of redress, contained in our Minister’s official in- 
formation. This is a situation which I acknow- 
ledge is an evil; but ought not a neutral nation to 
expect some evils of the kind, especially when we 
connect with it, the almost unavoidable impru- 
dences, and, I may add, crimes of our own people, 
in violating the strict line of duty, which must be, 
and always is marked out, for neutral nations? 
State it in its worst point of light, and negotiation 
and remonstrance should precede any decisive Go- 
vernmental act. 

If our trade is flourishing, and under no restric- 
tions by the English, more than she imposes on 
other nations, where is the ground of revenge 
against Great Britain? And more especially, when 
the fact is incontestible, that we have more favor 
in our trade with her, than is extended to any 
nation. 

But, suffer me to ask, why treaty is made the 


basis of discrimination? I can hitherto find no 
man, merchant, or other, can state any benefits 
which we should gain by a treaty. In all treaties 
the strongest nation will always make its own 
construction, and the weakest nation may have 
the benefit of right, but wanting strength to enforce 
that right, its voice is not heard in explanation of 
treaty. Our commercial situation presents itself to 
us in so much infancy, the events of a month may 
produce such surprising advances, as has been 
stated by a gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Dexrer,] that a treaty of good appearances now, 
may speedily be an evil. Besides, a treaty con- 
nects us with European policy, and I feel a strong 
desire to abstract the United States from all parti- 
cipation with the labyrinth of European policy. 
What has been the advantage of our treaties al- 
ready formed? ‘That with France I conclude will 
be cited as the best. 

Regenerated France has told us, that their Go- 
vernment, when this treaty was made, had no good 
intentions to the United States, or, at least, no 
views of reciprocating benefits fairly. I suppose the 
meaning of this is, that, in making the treaty, the 
Government of.France consulted her own interest, 
and paid not much attention to ours, yet this treaty 
was at first highly applauded; but lct it he tested 
by the benefits actually received. In considering 
it in point of actual benefits, I should be glad to 
find them and dwell upon them, without bringing 
into view the harm it has done us; but no benefits 
exist. Does the treaty protect our property in 
seeking its markets, where neutral nations have 
undoubted rights, any more than the Law of Na- 
tions? England has violated the latter, and France 
the former. I lay out of the question the group 
of evils which scemed to result from this treaty 
the last Summer, the evident danger of a war, pre- 
vented only by the conduct of an unparalleled 
Executive, and many other disadvantages of this 
treaty, because the unexainpled ‘situation of France 
may have produced many consequences, which 
will not form general ground of argument, and 
because those subjects have been very fairly stated 
by a gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Lez. ] 

One trait, and that which was considered as the 
best in this treaty, was this; all property was to 
follow the bottom in which it was found. Friendly 
bottoms made friendly cargo, and an enemy's bot- 
tom made prize of the cargo. The Law of Na- 
tions is, to discriminate always, so as to make prize 
of enemy's property, find it where you inay. Re- 
generated France has been in the constant act, 
under sanction of this treaty, of making prize of 
all property belonging to citizens of the United 
States, found in Fnglish, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Austrian, Dutch, and Prussian vessels, T mean since 
those nations have been at war with her; and 
what do we gain? It cannot operate in our favor 
any further than to save French property to them, 
if found in our vessels, if we had treaties of a simi- 
lar kind with the world, So that this kind of 
treaty is uncommonly circumstanced; indeed, we 
can, gain nothing but a protection for our friend's 
property, but lose directly our own; and we 
never can be in a situation to gain unless we pre- 
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suppose war, which I hope we may avoid; cer- 
tainly we are not as liable to war as the nations in 
Europe, who are generally in war three or four 
years in every seven: of course this trait in treaties 
is no very inviting one to us. If treaties are formed 
in the common style, that is, place the nation treat- 
ing on the basis of the most favored nations, every 
one can discern it amounts to little, if anything, 
more than complimentary language of course. 

One great object of these resolves is, to effect a 
treaty with Great Britain, and we are told in the 
same breath that Great Britain is in the habit of 
breaking, not only the Law of Nations, but solemn 
treaty. 

But we arc told a free trade, or rather a trade on 
principles of more reciprocity, is to be obtained by 
these regulations; and that France gives us that. 
reciprocity, and, of course, we onght to withdraw 
our trade from the English, and give it to France. 
If the markets of France, and the benefits of trade 
in her ports, exceed those of any other nation, our 
trade will go there of itself; if not, why force it? 
Tn this part of the argument, I request the liberty 
of treating both France and England merely as 
commercial nations, for, if commercial benefits are 
not found in the trade of two nations, I very much 
doubt the continuation of the trade, from principles 
of friendship. 

What favors do we receive from France, which 
will justify such an exertion to put.down her rival 
and build her up? Our trade is at present under 
no very auspicious circumstances with France; 
even in the best of times a merchant having esta- 
blished his correspondence there on the most 
favored footing, when he sent his cargo could 
draw Lills for one-third of the amount, and they 
would be honored ; the remaining two-thirds, when 
sold, the American merchant would be advised he 
might draw for, but no interest allowed for the 
time the French merchant held the property; but 
if the amount of bills drawn at first excecded the 
third part of sales, interest was charged. ‘The 
English merchant would honor his American cor- 
respondent's bills when accompanied by his bill of 
lading only, for the whole amount, and cargoes 
have often been purchased and the insurance, wa- 
ges, and the finding of the ship, have been paid out 
of the avails of her cargo, thus anticipated by bills 
before the voyage. This course of trade, as prac- 
tised by the two nations, needs no comment. Are 
the fabrics of the French better than the English? 
Is this a proper time to depend upon France for 
our articles of clothing, when she is convulsed to 
her centre by a war? And can any man suppose 
the Column established in Lyons, sacred to Liber- 
ty, is any more favorable to her manufactures than 
if no such Column had been there, and her manu- 
factures were increasing instead of diminishing ? 
Does the Government of France admit us into her 
West Indies, with any favor peculiar to us? The 
act opening her West Indics was no more for us 
than the British act is against us; the fact is, neither 
of them carcd for us, they each did what they 
thought would best promote their own interest,- 

If these regulations are to unshackle our trade, 
why not leave it unshackled? The fetters are 


only changed from one side to the other, and 
France stamped upon them instead of England. 
The circumstance of heavily taxing our trade to 
Great Britain, for the sake of driving it to France, 
is a proof that it enjoys more freedom where it is. 
If it be true, that we injure ourselves in the first 
instance, by these restrictions, although Great Bri- 
tain deserves ‘punishment, I have said we should 
be cautious how we sacrifice ourselves to a princi- 
ple of revenge. But it may be worth inquiry 
how much it is probable we can injure Great 
Britain ? 

It is said, Great Britain depends upon the United 
States for the bread of her manufacturers and 
the raw materials which employ them. It ought 
to be remarked here, that a principal complaint 
against Great Britain is, that she prohibits our 
bread-stuff, and this is a fact, except in times of 
scarcity. One would think, to hear the declara- 
tions in this House, that all men were fed at the 
openings of our hand, and if we shut that hand, 
the nations starve, and if we but shake the fist after 
it is shut, they dic. This language, to say no more 
of it, will prove our origin to be British and that 
not long ago, for the same gentlemen say, the Bri- 
tish nation is proud in the extreme. It is well 
known that the Dutch are in treaty with us, and 
of course are tu be favored by the third resolution, 
which places all nations in treaty with us, on a 
fooling of lower tonnage. It is likewise known 
that the English have as much ascendancy over 
the Dutch as propriety would dictate. “What 
would these restrictions do then, at best, but shape 
the course of our trade through Holland? Our 
trade might, perhaps, come more from the Texel 
than the Thames, but the names would constitute 
the chief difference. 

Spain and Portugal, in Europe, and their other 
Dominions, if once called upon by necessity, can 
raise bread-stulf to an unlimited amount. And if 
we refuse our provisions to the West Indies, would 
not Great Britain thank us for the bounty we should 
give, in that very act of denial to the Canadian 
country, which she is so rapidly filling, even with 
our own citizens? The provisions of every kind 
which may be raised there, no man can limit with 
any kind of certainty. But cannot Great Britain 
retaliate, and distress us ina commercial war? I 
will not enlarge upon this, it has already been 
shown that Great Brilain can retahate with tenfold 
advantages. It is said, although she can injure us 
in part, she will suffer in the greatest degree, and 
that our sufferings will be spread nearly over the 
whole community, each will bear a part, but Great 
Britain will suffer in one entire class of citizens, her 
manufacturers, It will be but a poor consolation 
to our farmers at large, when they find themselves 
suffering, to inform them, that a very innocent set 
of men, the manufacturers of Great Britain, are 
suffering much more than they do; and if they 
should clamor against Government, it would be an 
unsatisfactory auswer io them that there was a 
greater clamor, and even mob, in England. 

If the proposed duties are low, Great Britain 
certainly will not suffer. If they are high, what 
will be the consequences? It does not admit of 
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we certainly cannot at once manufacture a suff- 
ciency for our own consumption. It is equally 
certain, that, at present, no country on earth can 
supply us but Great Britain : the consequence will 
be, that British goods will get here, and the duties 
being high, will prodnce smuggling. Our mer- 
chants are now proverbial for a combination not 
to defraud the revenue; but, let your duties be 
high, and the practice of all other countries will 
be adopted—there will be associations to cheat 
your revenue; and this country, by its numerous 
and safe harbors, affords an unlimited opportunity 
to defraud the revenue with impunity. A tribute 
of praise is due to our merchants, for their exertions 
in the establishment and support of this Govern- 
ment; and, among their virtues, the punctual pay- 
ment of duties is not the least. But I feel the im- 
policy of straining them too hard; an alienation 
from the Government, and hostility to the revenue, 
will be the probable consequence. 

Our shipping, it is said, will be increased: this 
can-happen only by a failure of reducing Great 
Britain to terms. This is worthy of notice. Great 
Britain has gained in quantity of shipping by her 
Navigation Act; and, of course, say the gentle- 
men, it is proper for the United States to have a 
Navigation Act. Great Britain is an island filled 
with inhabitants, and, if not decreasing, has cer- 
tainly not increased in numbers for many years. 
The Unitcd States have a great extent of fertile 
territory, wholly unoccupicd, and an increasing 
hardy yeomanry to cultivate it to the best advan- 
tage. Our shipping has rapidly increased, and has 
gained that point of equality and proportion with 
our agriculture which a just equilibrium of things 
demands; this is proved by the advanced price of 
our seamen’s wages. And, besides, there is no 
more capital to spare for navigation. Our farmers 
fecl the benefit of a competition in the carrying- 
trade, and it is at least questionable whether it is 
yet politic to force forcigners out of this compe- 
tition. We have already, by our discrimination 
of tonnage in favor of our own vessels, and by 
the addition of ten per cent. on the cargoes of 
foreign vessels, nearly destroyed the competition, 
except to ports where it is difficult, if not impos- 
sible, fur our vessels to go. With this view of the 
subject, I confess it is very doubtful in my mind 
whether an allempt to force an increase either of 
our ;shipping or manufactures, would be politic. 
At present, sir, I sce no ground for revenging on 
Great Britain; and if there were, I can discern no 
probability of injuriug her as much as ourselves, 
by the attempt; anda treaty has no flattering ap- 
pearance to me. One thing had escaped my at- 
tention; our treaties are, by the Constitution, the 
supreme law of the land. This ties us unequally, 
in case of treaty, as no nation is ander equal obli- 
gat ons to fu fil a treaty. 

But, the gentlemen say, 
the Algerines are abroad on the sea, committing 
piracy on our trade, &c. I promised to consider 
these matters, as, in my mind, they are very seri- 
ous subjects; and one gentleman [Mr. Gites] has 


the Indian war exists, 


Treaty of Peace, as it respects the Western posts, 
unexecuted? Ts the Indian war instigated ,and 
supplied by the British nation, and are the Alge- 
rines, through the agency of the same nation, de- 
stroying our trade and enslaving our citizens ? 
These are serious charges; if true, they deserve 
the attention of all meu, and particularly of this 
Committee. For the purpuses of the present ar- 
gument, I will suppose that all those charges are 
specifically and directly proved; and by proof, 
here, will be understood, that the facts are so far 
within our knowledge that candor cannot hesitate 
in a conclusion. [f I thought the resolutions un- 
der consideration were certain in the production 
of evil to ourselves, and very uncertain as it re- 
spected either our own future benefits or injury 
to Great Britain, what can I think of them as a 
remedy applicable to so much injury? When 
considering the question in this point of view, I 
ain led to ask the gentlemen if they ean be seri- 
ons, in supposing these resolutions are a proper, 
consistent, and adequate remedy, for evils of the 
nature and magnitude just recited? 1 acknow- 
ledge my own feelings are very different. If these 
statements are founded in fact, I cannot justify 
myself to my constituents, or my conacience, in 
saying the adoption of the regulations of com- 
meree, a Navigation Act, or the whole purade of 
shuiting ports, and freeing trade of its shackles, 
is in any degree calculated to meet or remedy the 
evil. 

Although I deprecate war as the worst of ea- 
lamities for my country, yet I would inquire, seri- 
vasly, whether we had fulfilled the ‘Treaty on our 
part with Great Britain? Do complete justice to 
them first. I would negotiate as long and as far 
as paticnce ought to go; and if I found an obsti- 
nate denial of justice, I would then lay the hand 
of force upon the Western posts, and teach the 
world that the Uniled States were no less prompt 
in commanding justice to be done them, than they 
had been patieut.and industrious in attempting to 
obtain it by fair and peavcable means. In this 
view of the subject, I should be ied to say—Away 
with your milk-aud-water regulations; they are 
too trifling to effect objects of such importance. 
Are the Algerines to be frightened with paper re- 
solves, or the Indians to be su bdued, ur the West- 
ern posts taken, by commercial regulations? When 
we consider the subject merely as a counnercial 
one, it goes too far, and attempts too much; but 
when considered ay 2 war establishment, it falls in- 
finitely short of the mark, and does too little. 

Mr. Bouptyor lamented the want of practical 
commercial knowledge, when calied upon to give 
an opinion on subjects of so great magnitude and 
essential importance to this country. But it was 
with pleasure he took an opportunity of acknow- 
ledging the obligation he was under to the gentle- 
men who had gone before him, for their collection 
of facts, their ealculativns and strong reasoning, 
on the subject, by which his misfortune was 
greatly alleviated. The calm and dispassionate 
discussion of so great and interesting a question, 
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must be productive of great public advantage, as 
well as do great honor to this Committee. It was 
with the greatest attention that he had heard the 
various reasonings throughout this Jong debate. 
He had examined the facts, he had compared and 
applied ‘the calculations, he had weighed every 
argument, and had endeavored to draw some final 
conclusions to direct his judgment. That which 
had made the most forcible impression on his 
mind, and was equally deducible from the argu- 
ments used by either side of the House, was, 
“that every wise nation, under the consideration 
of all circumstances, endeavored to make their 
own individual interest the pole-star by which to 
direct their conduct, whether of a political or 
commercial nature.” He observed, that it ap- 
peared to him as clear as any mathematical pro- 
position, that in all the commercial regulations of 
the nations of Europe, this one object influenced 
every action. This was plainly seen in all the 
favornble cireumstances attending the arréts of 
France in our favor. This, and this alone, had 
penned every commercial restriction against us 
by Great Britain, From the whole, then, of the 
deb:te, without going into comparison of one na- 
tion and her conduct towards us with another, 
which sometimes led into invidious distinctions, 
Mr. B. said he had drawn this obvious and deter- 
minate conclusion—from the acknowledged atten- 
tion of old and wise nations to their own particu- 
lar interests, and which he should make the rule of 
his conduct on this great question—“ to go and do 
likewise.” 

But, before he proceeded to the resolutions on 
the table, he thought proper to premise the pro- 
priety of laying out of the debate the charge of 
the enmity of Great Britain and the friendship of 
France, as far as either respected the former Go- 
vernment. Politicians and legislators should not 
indulge passion ; the circumstances of the present 
Government were those that demanded their at- 
tention, and by going so far back, they would be 
exposed to greater mistakes. He said he had al- 
ready found .it very easy to mistake or misappre- 
hend facts of an important nature, when relative to 
subjects that engage the passions as well as the 
judgment. 

Mr. B. said he was not desirous of becoming 
the panegyrist of Great Britain; he had known 
too much, he had felt too much, to execute such 
an office with propriety. He should not overvalue 
the friendship of France in the aid we had re- 
ceived from her, because he knew that it was not 
from the Nation, but the Monarch, that the whole 
of it was brought about. He knew that his sole 
motive was the best interests of his Crown, and 
that when he fonght with us side by side he had 
fought his own battles in our country, instead of 
his own. It was interest that led America to ask, 
it was interest that led him to comply. But, not- 
withstanding circumstances of this nature, he was 
desirous that the whole truth should prevail. He 
did not approve of half traths, hc wished the whole 
to be known. Great Britain had been repeatedly 
charged with eriginuting the Indian war. She 
had been (it was said} always averse to entering 


into a commercial treaty with us. These frets 
Mr. B. disputed; nay, he did not believe them. 
Gentlemen had fuunded many strong arguments 
upon them, but it would have been best first to 
have produced the evidence, to prove their ex- 
istence. As to the originating the Indian war; 
so far from its being originated by Great Britain, 
he knew that it had originated in the false policy 
of Congress, in 1783, ‘This was no new idea; he 
had then foreseen it; he had then foretold it, with 
its consequences. He did not deny that the offi- 
cers and agents of Great Britain had since en- 
couraged and increased it; that they had not done 
what they ought to have done, to prevent it. ‘They 
had claimed the right of aiding the Indians by 
presents: we, also, as a nation, had claimed the 
right of aiding the Freneh Repnblic, in every 
way consistent with our neutrality. As to her 
being always averse to a commercial treaty, this 
also should be taken with some restriction. The 
facts should be truly stated. In September, 1779, 
Congress thought it prudent to anthorize and in- 
struct their Commissioners to enter into a Com- 
mercial Treaty with Great Britain, in case of a 
Pesce. In July, 1781, when a negotiation for 
Peace was likely to take place, Congress, on the 
principle that our truc commercial advantages 
were not well understood, thought it best to avoid 
all unnecessary European connexions; and, there- 
fore, in the month of July, 1781, repealed the 
Commissioners’ authority to enter into a Com- 
mercial Treaty, and withdrew their instructions. 
At this critical moment, when Great Britain had 
acceded to our Independence, and was impressed 
with the danger of losing our commerce, she came 
forward, and (if his information was right) pro- 
posed a Commercial Treaty, on rational and gene- 
rous terms, which, for want of authority, was re- 
fused by our Commissioners. To this source was 
the Proclamation of the King of Great Britain 
owing, by which we were cut off from the West 
India trade. Before this mistake could be recti- 
fied, our disunion as to commercial regulations, 
and weakness as to national objects, were fully 
known to Great Britain; since which, he believed, 
she had wholly omitted to enter into further treaty 
with us. 

He said he had carefully examined the Jour- 
nals of Congress as to the granting and repeal of 
the power of the Commissioners; but as to the 
offering and refusing the Commercial Treaty, he 
depended on a Confidential Letter he had reevived 
in 1783, and which was read in Congress the Ist of 
October of that year; and as he would not vouch 
for the authentivity of those facts, but chose that 
the Committee should have all the evidence he had, 
he would trouble them with reading the substanee 
of it. Mr. B. then read some parts of a letter 
dated September 28, 1783, which in substance 
was— 

“ I left Paris the 15th of June; the day before which 
Mr. Hartley had communicated to the American Pleni- 
potentiary and to me a despatch which he had received 
from Mr. Secretary Fox, autherizing Mr. Hartley to 
agree toa Treaty of Commerce, allowing a free (rade 
to the West Indies to the vessels and cilizens of the 
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United States, under the single restriction of not car- 
rying the produce of those Islands to Great Britain ; 
that Congress would best know the reasons that in- 
duced the Commissioners to object to that restriction, 
and which had eventually frustrated the expectation of 
a Commercial Treaty with Great Britain. And you 
will undoubtedly have seen the Proclamation, which, 
in consequence thereof, had been issued by His Britan- 
nic Majesty, whereby the vessels of the United States 
are, in effect, precluded from all access to the British 
West Indies, But as the ultimate intentions of the 
British Minister on that subject appeared doubtful, and 
as it seemed highly important that they should be 
known to Congress as soon as possible, and as I had 
occasion on Friday, the eighth of August, to see my Lord 
North respecting a matter of private property, I availed 
myeelf of that opportunity of conversing thereon with 
his Lordship, who, with great apparent candor, told me, 
that the Proclamation and the priuciples of it would 
undoubtedly be adhered to during the continuance of 
the act of Parliament; that Parliament must then de 
termine respecting future measures; that the Naviga- 
tion Act had been the source and support of the Bri- 
tish naval power, and must not be infringed without 
urgent necessity ; that he was desirous of promoting a 
good understanding with the United States by all means 
compatible with the interest of Great Britain, but that 
the Americans, after making themselves independent, 
were unreasonable—desiring privileges which never 
had been granted to any independent people, especially 
as they appeared to have neither the inclination nor 
the ability to give any adequate advantages to Great 
Britain in return. I intimated the probability that the 
United States would retaliate, and prevent their pro- 
duce being carried to the West Indies in British ves- 
sels, To which his Lordship replied, that the United 
States had doubtless the right to adopt such a measure, 
but in so doing they would necessarily deprive them- 
selves of the best, and indeed the only sufficient mar- 
ket for their produce ; obstruct the growth, agriculture, 
and prosperity of their own country, and injure them- 
selves much more than they couli! possibly injure Great 
Britain. That in war, Great Britain was exposed to 
much expense and ‘difficulty in defending her West 
India Colonies, and at all Limes giving them exclusively 
the benefit of her market, depriving herself in. their 
favor of the advantage of purchasing the sugars, dc, 
of other countries, and thereby enabling British West 
India planters to obtain higher prices for their produce 
than the planters of any olher nation; and that unless 
Great Britain, in return for these favors, could exclu- 
sively enjoy the benefits of their navigation, it would, 
in his private opinion, be much better tu let them be- 
come independent, like the United States. His Lord- 
ship did not request, and T presume he did not expect 
I would keep this conversation a secret, and you are at 
liberty to communicate it to Congress: though as I do 
not wish to be cited on political subjects, I beg it may 
be confined to that honorable body. Iindeed thought 
it expedient, before I left London, to write an account 
of it to the American Plenipotentiary in Paris,” &c. 


Mr. B. then proceeded,.and said, that these facts 
had convinced him that the charge was too gene- 
ral, especially as by the late communications we 
are informed that a negotiation was now again in 
train on the same subject. That in his opinion 

` Great Britain had enough to answer for that was 
justly chargeable to her account, without: relying 
on bare suggestions without proof. Her breach 


of the Treaty by carrying away our negroes, con- 
trary to the express words, and withholding the 
posts, without the shadow of excuse, are sufficient 
evidence of her want of public faith; but let us 
not found our acts on those facts, which, if in- 
quired into, we cannot support. Mr. B. observed, 
that he had made these observations to remind 
gentlemen that though this nation had at times 
done us wrong, yet that we had not been without 
fault: therefore, he added, let us dispassionately 
consider the resolution on the table, on the prin- 
ciple of our present situation among the nations, 
or as it has been, since our present Government. 
It cannot be denied that our trade has been ina 
flourishing condition ever since the year 1790. 
Let any gentleman who doubts this cast his eye 
on the Reports from the Treasury Office for several 
years past: it is fast pressing to perfection. 

Mr. B. was of opinion with the gentleman who 
had gone before him, that it was possible to carry 
our navigation too far, when considered in pro- 
portion to our agricultural interest; but that point 
was yet to come. Le acknowledged that since 
the late war in Europe, we had been the suffer- 
ers; that our ships had been piratically despoiled 
(if he might be allowed the expression) by the 
privateers of England, Spain, and France; that 
our citizens justly looked up to their Government 
for protection and recompense. The usual esta- 
blished mode among civilized nations was, in the 
first instance, remonstrance and negotiation; this 
was not the duty of the Representatives of the 
people, but belonged to another department: we 
were officially informed that this was done, a ne- 
gotiation was on foot, and our Executive officer 
had fixed the 1st day of December last, when our 
Minister at the Court of London was to give a 
positive and decided account of the state of the 
negotiation. Would it then be prudent for the 
Committee, until the issue of that negotiation is 
known, to interfere, or perhaps run counter to our 
Executive? ‘The departments of Government 
should be kept scparate, and not one counteract 
the other. 

He at length adverted to the resolution before 
the Committee, and said it consisted of two parts: 
one relative to higher duties on the manufactures 
of foreign nations not having any treaty with us, 
the other to further resirictions on the shipping of 
those nations. To these, then, Mr. B. said be 
would confine himself, and thereby greatly narrow 
the debate. The first inquiry that obviously pre- 
sented itself, in order to determine the effect, is, 
On whom will theso higher duties fall? The ge- 
neral principle agreed on all hands is, that the 
consumer pays the duty. The citizens of the 
United States are the consumers; the citizens of 
the United States must, therefore, pay the higher 
duties. This reasoning proceeds on the fact that 
our citizens purchase the manufactures. The ar- 
ticles mentioned are either necessaries or superflu- 
ities: if necessaries, our citizens must have them ; 
if superfluities, as freemen they will have them, if 
they choose them; they will lay out their money 
as they please, unless restricted by laws founded 
on the true interests of the nation. But it may 
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be said that they may be supplied from home ma- 
nufactures, or from nations in alliance with us. 
The first cannot be true, as will be evident from 
the present state of our manufactures. The sup- 
ply equal, or bearing any reasonable proportion 
to the demand, is impossible for many, many years 
to come. As to other nations, it may fairly be 
said, with regard to the supply, that France and 
Holland are the only nations that can be contem- 
plated. It would be cruel in the extreme to put 
France to the test, under her present critical and 
distressing situation. She has called all her citi- 
zens into the field; if any can be spared, it must 
be for the purpose of her agriculture, or the manu- 
facture of arms alone. It would expose her to the 
charge of inability, without giving her the chance 
of a fair experiment, Every gentleman on the 
floor knows that Holland, independently consider- 
ed, has no possible way of yielding us a supply. 
If she does it, it must be as a medium between 
Great Britain and us; so that directly or indi- 
rectly, we should receive the supply from Great 
Britain, which would evade the intended effect of 
. the measure.. The next inquiry is, How will in- 
creasing the duties on our own citizens affect the 
Government of Great Britain, so as to accomplish 
the desired end? If their manufacturers obtain 
their price—if their merchants receive their com- 
missions, how will it affect them, that our citizens 
pay high duties on the articles here before they 
are consumed? It may be answered, by lessening 
the consumption; by increasing our own manu- 
factures; by encouraging other nations to cease a 
competition in our markets. If we judge from 
past experience, our habits of economy are not 
such as will. produce this éffect to any considera- 
ble purpose. Our citizens seldom refuse gratify- 
ing themselves on account of a difference of six 
pence or a shilling in the yard; if they earn 
their money hardly, they will spend it at their 
pleasure. During the late war we know the prices 
were increased one hundred per cent.; yet neither 
the obligation of law, the love of their country, or 
even, in some cases, the risk of life, will deter from 
gratifying themselves in the enjoyment of foreign 
manufactures. The increase of our home manu- 
factures is a most desirable object; and there was 
no gentleman of the Committee more desirous of 
promoting them than he was. But this could 
only be accomplished by time. It was a progres- 
-sive work, and was now hastening to perfection 
-as fast as was compatible with a due attention to 
agriculture; but no gentlemdn would pretend to 
say that even the hope of a competent supply was 
rational for many years to come; nay, he verily 
believed that, if all the wool of the fifteen States 
was brought together, it would not afford a supply 
of woollens for, one State. But it was proper to 
look to the encouragement already given to our 
manufactures. The importations of the United 
States amounted to twenty millions of dollars; 
‘the duties already laid amount to four millions; 
this, on an average, was-twenty per. cent. This 
was a very serious duty, indeed; and, though 
principally designed to raise a revenue, yet it also 
acted as bounties to our manufactures; and, when 


added to the freight, insurance, commissions, and 
interest, paid by the importer of foreign manufac- 
tures, every gentleman must conclude that our 
| citizens would not patiently submit to greater 
burdens without the most obvious necessity. He 
added, that, if the specific articles referred to in 
the resolutions were individually considered, the 
| duties would amount to about fifteen per cent. 
when imported in foreign bottoms, which would 
be found very heavy on those articles, and suffi- 
cient to encourage our home manufactures con- 
sistently with the ease of the citizens. Do not 
these duties already bear a sufficient proportion to 
the capitals of our merchants? Some gentlemen 
have objected to the easy credit afforded our mer- 
chants in Great Britain, and yet, in the same 
breath, are for demanding the small capitals of 
their own, in duties, and refuse them the advan- 
tage of foreign capitals, where they can be ob- 
tained. He confessed he was not convinced of 
the dangers arising from public credit which were 
so warmly urged by the gentleman from Virginia. 
When he looked at that gentleman, and attended 
to the zeal he discovered, in what he thought so 
essential to the welfare of his country, it afforded 
an answer to every objection so ably supported 
by him. The gentleman had acknowledged and 
lamented the prevalence of credit, and that from 
Great Britain. In the State he came from, he 
said it universally prevailed, and had its effect on 
the importing merchant; from him to the coun- 
try shop-keeper, and thence to the farmer: so that 
the dependence on the merchant in great Britain 
was to be feared through every part of the com- 
munity, and the most dangerous influence of Eng- 
lish politics was to be dreaded. But was there a 
State in the Union where the policy of Great 
Britain was reprobated more than in the State of 
Virginia? Was not the conduct of that gentle- 
man, in the present debate, as well as that of his 
colleagues, full proof that the credit he complained 
of did not produce the fatal ‘effects he feared? 
Was not Virginia the largest; and, if we might 
judge from her visible capital, (slaves,) the richest 
State in the Union? And yet she had always 
been in the habit of unbounded credit in Great 
Britain. 

Mr. B. then reminded the Committee of the 
nature of the trade with Great Britain. Did the 
British merchant bring his manufactures and offer 
them for sale in this country? No; the Ameri- 
can merchant employed the merchant in England 
to purchase of the manufacturers, on a commis- 
sion of five or ten per cent. The goods were ex- 
ported at the risk of the American merchant ; and 
whether the consumer paid a high or low duty on 
them, on their arrival in this country, was a mat- 
ter of but secondary consideration to the British 
merchant.. Mr. B. then, observing on the patri- 
otic conduct of our merchants with regard to their 
obedience to the revenue laws, which he thought 
did them greater. honor than could be claimed by 
| those of any other country, warned the Commit- 
tee against carrying the matter too far; he warned 
them not to make it the best trade on fair calcula- 
tion, that one merchant could pursue, to defraud 
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the Government of the duties. When once smug- | opinion that it is the true way of accomplishing 
gling became a business which the merchants ge- | the ends proposed. He had ever joined the gen- 
nerally thought themselves justified in, it would | tleman who brought this forward, in considering 
be like powerful assailants getting possession of a | the regulating of foreign shipping a principle of 
strong fortress: it would not be casy to dislodge | great importance to the interest of the United 
them. It was out of the power of laws to prevent | States; and, whenever an answer shall be ob- 
smuggling, if the merchants once determined to | tained from our Minister abroad, by which the 
adopt it. He said he had carefully avoided saying | state of the present negotiation shall appear to be 
anything about the Algerines, because, although | unfavorable to the United States, he would be 
in his private opinion he thought circumstances | ready to enter fully into the measure, and hoped 
bore hard against Great Britain, yet, as a legisla- | then there would be a perfect unanimity in that 
tor, he could not lay his finger on the evidence, | Committee, which would greatly insure the eff- 
and say this or that proves the fact; and, as he | cacy of the measure. But as there was reason to 
belicved some facts had been mistaken, he was | expect the issue of the negotiation in a short time, 
afraid of acting without adequate proof. Besides, | he should be unwilling to agree to any measure 
although he was at first affected by the sugges- | of this nature having a principle of retaliation for 
tion, yet, on carefully investigating the process of | its object, till the real grievance could he known, 
the business, he thought he canld sce reasons] and of course the Committee better capable of 
which might render it possible that Great Britain | judging of the adequate remedy. He was averse 
had a good excuse for her conduct, independent | from forcing any nation into a cornmercial treaty 
of American considerations. Every gentleman | with us. It*ought to be a voluntary act; and he 
knows that Holland had a considerable trade with | was for allowing the same freedom of action to 
Portugal, which she was obliged to carry on with | other nations we claimed for ourselves. But 
a convoy of men-of war, on account of the Alge- | when we could not obtain a reciprocity of benc- 
rines. Portugal had three or four ships continu- | fits, he thought we had the undoubted right of 
ally cruising on the same account. Great Britain | conferring a reciprocity of restrictions, His idea 
(with these States) was engaged in a war with | was, when we did proceed on this principle, we 
France, whose fleet, notwithstanding all her diff- | should make old and wise nations our example, 
culties, was rather superior to that of Great Bri- ' and copy their acts. This could give no reasona- 
tain. It became then a considerable object with | ble offence; but, if offence was taken, the answer 
Great Britain to emancipate these ships of her | would be obvious and convincing. Great Britain, 
allies froin other services, so as to operate with | by her commercial regulations, had risen to power 
her in the common cause. Again, it was possible | and opulence; this gave us a right to copy her 
that Great Britain, by promoting this truce with | example; and, whenever the Executive gave us 
Holland and Portugal, might find it easier to per- | information that negotiation was incflectual, he 
suade the Algerines to declare war against France, | was ready to pursue this remedy, as the only salu- 
the common enemy; this, we are told, has been | tary and effectual one; but, as this period had not 
accomplished; and, if so, must have been a con- | yet arrived, he should wait with some degree of 
siderable object with Great Britain. If, then, | patience for the issue, which, as a friend to both 
these reasons might have operated with Great | countries, he hoped would be a favorable one, and 
Britain without respect to America, we ought at | shouid accordingly vote, for the present, against 
least to wait till we are better acquainted with | the resolution now before the Committee. 
facts.and this we may soon reasonably expect from After Mr. Boupinor had spoken, Mr. Ames rose, 
our foreign Ministers, especially when we are offi- | and remarked that it had been repeatedly asserted, 
cially told that the British agent who accomplish- | in a vague manner, that our commerce is unfavor- 
ed this truce had not heard from his Court for | ably situated; he wished the specific grievances 
eighteen months. stated, and the facts on which they are said to 
On the whole, Mr. B. observed that, while the | be founded vouched for. One fact is worth a 
duties already laid on the farmer, mechanic, | dozen theories. 
laborer, and other citizens of the United States, Mr. Nicuouas was astonished that the gentle- 
were sufficiently high for the support of Govern- | man possessed so little American feeling as so 
ment and the protection and encouragement of | often to repeat the inquiry he had just made, or 
our home manufactures, while higher duties must | that he should attempt to divert the attention of 
in the eud fall on those who are already oppressed | the Committee by a frivolous distinction between 
with those duties that are necessary; while our | commercial aud political considerations. The 
citizens cannot avoid the duties by a supply from | friends of the resolutions had supposed it unneces- 
home manufactures, or those of foreign nations in | sary to enumerate; they conceived that every 
alliance with us; while he was of opinion that | American must feel the wrongs we suffer, and 
nations not in alliance cannot be affected by duties | they offered the resolution as a counter-terror. It 
paid by our citizens, he did not think this the time | appeared, however, that they were mistaken, and 
to increase the duties on articles which must be | must be under the necessity of enumerating griev- 
consumed in the United States, for purposes which | ances; it is necessary to tell the gentleman of the 
it cannot clearly and indubitably be proved will | hostilities of the savages on our frontiers, of the 
answer very essential and important ends to our | murder of our citizens, and plunder of our scttle- 
Government and its citizens. As to the sccond | ments; he must be told of the commercial advan- 
object of the resolution, he had been always of ! tages wrested from our hands by that mean policy 
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which lets loose the Algerines upon our defence- 
Jess merchantmen. He hoped it would be allowed 
that this is a commercial as well as political in- 
jury. He cnumerated the other injurious restric- 
tions imposed on our trade by Great Britain, con- 
trary to the Law of Nations and every color of 
right, and then said, that since we suffer in blood 
and treasure, it becomes proper to inquire whether 
we can best resist with arms, or by making regu- 


lations in the spirit of those proposed, the effects į 


of which will be felt by them in the distresses of 
their subjects. The Committee had been told by 
gentlemen who opposed the resolutions, how in- 
„capable we are of supporting any but a defensive 
war; our only alternative, then, is something like 
the resolutions—that is, to withdraw from them at 
least the sustenance they receive from us. 

Some gentlemen had, to be sure, reduced this 
question to very narrow ground, when they chose 
to throw on one side as inapplicable the injuries 
we suffer from Indians and Algerines, and the in- 
juries our commerce endures from pointed com- 
mercial regulations; and, when all these are put 
out of the question, they triumphantly ask, where 
are your grievances? They go further, and at- 
tempt to show that America is as favored, in a 
commercial point of view, as she has a right to 
expect. The regulations against us in the West 
Indies are not grievances, because they are of an 
ancient date, that they are part of an uniform sys- 
tem, and that there is nothing in them particularly 
pointed at Americans. This, he believed, is a 
mistake; there is an express law, since the year 
1780, excluding all articles from the West Indies, 
unless carried there under particular circum- 
stances and in British vessels, This is an injury 
strictly commercial. In answer to a remark that 
British credit in Virginia does not appear to have 
generated British influence, he observed, that the 
natural jealousy of, and aversion to foreigners, 
who do almost all the commercial business in that 
State, naturally counteracts the influence of that 
credit; but, where no such counteracting cause 
exists—whcere mercantile transactions are carried 
on by natives, assisted hy foreign credit—there, he 
believed, the natural dependence of borrower on 
lender gave deep root to that influence. But the 
measures proposed do not go to the destruction of 
credit, but only tend to prevent its abuse. , It has 
.been said that Spain and Portugal could supply 
Great Britain and her dependencies with grain 
and flour, He wondered at the argument being 
brought forward, as it is notorious that those coun- 
tries are among our best markets for those com- 
modities, 

A commercial treaty with Great Britain, it is 
said, is not desirable, because that we have with 
France is not beneficial. Gentlemen should re- 
Collect the date of that treaty; that, when it was 
made, we had not much to give, and therefore not 
a right to expect much. The Committee had 
been told that France had cheated us when they 
made the treaty with us, because it imposes some 
hardships now she is at war. This is owing to a 
contingency unforeseen at the time of making the 
treaty ; and, if we had been involved in war first, 


a 


it, with as much propriety, might have been said 
that we had cheated them. Much had been said 
on the propriety of permitting trade to regulate 
itself. He approved of the position; but when 
restrictions are laid on one side, to restore the 
equilibrium contrary restrictions must be laid. 
We have no reasonable hope of a repeal of those 
injurious restrictions, or a redress of grievances 
from Great Britain. At a time when these were 
a subject of negotiation, she has let loose the Al- 
gerises upon us. What, then, are we to expect 


as the issue of those negotiations? Would an in- - 


dividual in similar circumstances expect an ami- 
cable settlement? In the existing state and na- 
ture of the grievances we complain of, it is extra- 
vagance in the extreme to expect they can be 
settled by negotiation. When matters are doubt- 
ful, recourse is had to amicable settlement; but if 
a man stabs my wife or child, will I call on him 
to explain himself? No, I will have recourse to 
my power over him, and procure satisfaction. 
The extent and nature of the injurics we experi- 
ence put all negotiation out of the question. He 
dwelt on the propriety of the regulations, as the 
best weapons in our power to obtain satisfaction. 
He then took notice of the allusion Mr. Dexter 
had made to the body politic, comparing it with 
the natural body, and contended that our body 
politic, cramped by British trammels, will not ac- 
quire the strength it is calculated to acquire as 
speedily as if they were removed. He adverted 
to the unnatural state of our commerce with the 
British West Indies, which, though dependent on 
us for necessaries, give us laws, and say we shall 
not carry those necessaries in our own bottoms, 
except when they are in fear of famine. He then 
went into a comparative view of the ability of the 
United States to support a commercial conflict 
with Great Britain, and bring her to reasonable 
terms, and showed how sensibly a diminution in 
our consumption of their manufactures would 
affect her, and excite a rivalship here and in 
France, to afford a sufficient supply. ‘The distress 
we should occasion, it had been said, would induce 
Great Britain to go to war with us. The mis- 
chief would spring from them, from their obsti- 
nate adherence to the measures she had adopted 
to our injury. Some members of the Committee 
had insisted that the resolutions are a dishonorable 
mode of resisting, and a mean mode of making an 
attack, that is, that we are to give out of our own 
hands the weapons with which we can fight, and 
take up those which we cannot wield. He con- 
cluded with some observations on Great Britaip’s 
present backwardness to make a treaty of com- 
merce with us; indeed, he wondered how we could 
expect a treaty from a nation that trampled on our 
prostrate rights, and how we could wish one, with 
a nation which persisted in not executing some of 
the most important points in the last. 

Mr. Dayton remarked, that the injuries we 
have received from Great Britain had been painted 
in very strong colors; and when a remedy is pro- 
posed, it turns out to be only a set of regulations 
on paper; the insolence of Britain is contrasted 
with American weakness, If we really labor 
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under wrongs, something more effectual than the 
measures proposed should be contemplated; but 
first it is our duty to endeavor to obtain redress by 
pacific means, and before irritating measures are 
adopted, we should be well assured that redress 
has heen refused. 

Mr. Mapisox saw no ground to hope for redress 
from negotiation; we must be satisfied that that 
resource has failed. He could not see, admitting 
we are injured, that we are bound, by honor or 
prudence, to resent the injury by the last appeal to 
arms. It is best, he conceived, to try whether a 
more pacific weapon may not prove even more 
effectual. We can make use of none against 
Great Britain more effectual than commercial 
weapons; in that part (their commerce) that 
country is most vulnerable. Ie thought this the 
most eligible time for the exercise of those means 
most clearly in our power. 

Mr. Smig read a passage as to the negotiation 
now pending between the Government of America 
and that of England, from the volume of papers 
relative to Britain lately printed by order of Con- 
gress. It is contained in a Letter dated 7th of Sep- 
tember last, from Mr. Jefferson to Mr. Pinckney, 
American Minister in London, and is in these 
words: 


———— 


“ The President, therefore, desires that you will im- 
mediately entcr into explanations on this subject with 
the British Government. Lay before them, in friendly 
and temperate terms, all the demonstrations of the in- 
jury done us by this act, and endeavor to obtain a revo- 
cation of it, and full indemnification to any citizens of 
these States who may have suffered by it in the mean 
time, Accompany your representations with every 
assurance of our carnest desire to live on terms of the 
best friendship and harmony with them, and to found i 
our expectations of justice on their part on a strict ob- 
servance of it on ours. 

“Tt is with concern, however, I am obliged to ob- 
gerve, that, so marked has been the inattention of the 
British Court to every application which has been nade 
to them on any subject by this Government, (not a sin- 
gle answer, [ believe, having ever been given to one of 
them, except in the act of exchanging a Minister,) that 
it may become unavoidable, in certain cases, where an 
answer of some sort is necessary, to consider their si- 
lence as an answer. .Perhaps this is their intention ; 
still, however, desirous of furnishing no culor of offence, 
we do not wish you to name to them any term for giv- 
ing an answe1. Urge one as much as you can without 
commitment, and, on the first day of December, be so 
gooi as to give us information of the state in which 
this matter is, that it may be received during the ses- 
sion of Congress.” 


Mr. S. inferred that very little was to be hoped 
for of that nature. 

The Committee now rose, and had leave to sit 
again. 


SATURDAY, January 25. 
COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Report of the 
Secretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 


a ŘŮĖŮ—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_ m 


on the commerce of the United States, in foreign- 
countries— 

Mr. Crarx said, the time of the Committee had 
been taken up for seven days in debating this 
question, and yet there appeared to -be as little 
prospect of bringing it to a decision as there was 
at the beginning. He believed there could hardly. 
be mentioned an instance of any public body pro- 
tracting a discussion for so long a time, for what 
purpose he could not understand, unless it was the 
passion of members to see their speeches published 
in the newspapers. For his part, he seldom made 
long speeches, nor did he take the trouble to write 
them for the newspapers. He did not see any 
very material advantage that the business of the 
public received from this waste of time, and he 
therefore had hoped to see the Committee come 
to an issue on the question. His hopes, however, 
he feared, were in vain; for, on looking around, 
he could perceive that sevcral members were get- 
ting themselves in readiness to deliver more fine 
speeches; and, since it would be impossible to 
prevent them, he would not at present waste any 
more of their time by making a speech for the 
printers ; indeed, they generally publish his opin- 
ions very erroneously when they made a speech 
for him. Before be sat down, however, he re- 
marked that most of the members had made up 
their minds how to vote at the commencement of 
the debate; and, therefore, he thought the waste 
of time was the more inexcusable, as he was 
nearly certain that no proselytes would be made 
either on the one side or the other. Under these 
impressions, he would sit down patiently, and, 
since he could not mend the matter, he would join 
in helping to pass away the time by listening to 
some of those gentlemen who seemed so impatient 
and felt so big with their speeches that they would 
burst, he feared, should he stand up any longer to 
prevent their delivery. 

Mr. Hiutrorse, in replying to Mr. CLARK, said, 
that it was the right of every gentleman to assign 
the reasons for his public conduct, if he saw pro- 
per. For his part, he did not wish to consume 
much of the time of the Committee.’ He was not 
in the habit of making long speeches, and, though 
he could not charge the member last up with ex- 
hausting the patience of the House, yet he never 
failed of exercising a right which.he now appeared 
to wish to deprive others of; but, notwithstanding 
the remarks of the gentleman, Mr. H. said he 
thought it his duty not to give a silent vote on a 
subject of such magnitude. He had heard with 
pleasure, and had been much instructed by the 
observations that had been made, and wished to 
hear what further might be said on a subject that 
might affect the most important interests of his 
country. For some time past he had, from his 
own observation, from the high price which our 
produce had borne, and the great demand there 
had been for it in the markets, from the pressing 
deinand for seamen, and from the concurrent tes- 
timony of merchants and people of every occupa- 
tion, been led to believe that the commerce of the 
United States was in a most prosperous train. 
Ile had no reason to suspect his opinion till those 
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resolutions were brought forward. They sur- 
prised him the more as coming from a quarter of 
the country from which he least expected any 
thing of the kind, and from which, only two ses- 
sions since, opposition was made to measures 
which had the same object in view, so far as re- 
spects the encouragement of navigation and ma- 
nufactures; because it was said that such encou- 
ragement, though it operated to the advantage of 
the Eastern, was a direct tax on the Southern 
States. This made him less solicitous, at that 
time, to urge measures that might have an un- 
equal operation on the different parts of the Union. 
What great event has turned up since to work 
this extraordinary change? He supposed the 
gentleman must have discovered some great im- 
positions and embarrassments on our trade, which 
had escaped his attention. Ile had therefore lis- 
tened with great attention to hear them pointed 
out. As to theories, hc thought they ought not to 
be attempted, but in extreme cases, unless the ob- 
ject was important and its attainment certain. 
He had inquired into the restrictions laid by Great 
Britain on the commerce of the United States, 
and, frou: that inquiry, as well as from the report 
of the Secretary of State, he found that the same 
restrictions are laid on other uations; that there 
is no marked distinction against us; but that the 
United States enjoyed many and great advanta- 
ges over other nations. He thought it unneccs- 
sary to go into a particular detail of those advanta- 
ges, as the other gentleman had already done it. 
He therefore was of opinion that, to adopt the 
measure now under consideration, would be ha- 
zarding those advantages for the uncertain chance 
of obtaining something which was only in pros- 
pect. 

A gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Grues] had 
mentioned the discriminating favoritism of Britain 
to other neutral Powers, viz: Denmark and Swe- 
den, which was the only instance that even the 
ingenuity of that gentleman, so sagacious in find- 
ing out difficulties, could point out in the naviga- 
tion laws or commercial regulations of Great Bri- 
tain, in which any discrimination was made to 
the disadvantage of the Uuited States; and even 
that is not one of which we can complain. It was 
a regulation adopted in consequence of her present 
situation, as being in a state of war, and not for 
commercial purposes. ‘The article complained of 
is in these words: 


“That it shall be lawful for the commanders of his 
Majesty's ships of war and privateers that have or may 
bave letters of marque against France, to seize all ships, | 
whatever be their cargoes, that shall be found attempt 


‘between Denmark and Sweden, on the one hand, and 
the United States on the other, in the cases of vessels 
bound to ports blockaded, was, on the principle ex- 
plained by you, that it was yielded to those countries 
by treaty, it is not unfriendly to refuse to us, because 
not yielded to us by treaty. 1 shall not contest the 
right of the principle, as a right to its reciprocity ne- 
cessarily results to us.” 


And it is upon this ground that our conduct in 
admitting French privateers and prizes into our 
ports, and excluding those of Great Britain, is jus- 
tifiable. If, then, the advocates for the resolutions 
cannot find out any instance in which Great Bri- 
tain has made discriminations to our advantage, 
and many instances are shown in which we en- 
joy advantages beyond the most favored nations, 
can we complain ? 

The United States have not a snfficient number 
of ships to become the carriers of her own pro- 
duce, and he much doubted whether the time was 
come when it would be for the advantage of the 
United States to extend their navigation so far as 
to answer that purposc; and, should an imprudent 
adoption of these resolutions deprive us of British 
vessels, our produce would perish on our hands. 
Since we have not shipping equal to the carriage 
of our whole exports, we can surely find sufficient 
employment for those we have, independent of 
the trade to the British West India Islands, and 
though it would be a desirable thing to be admit- 
ted into that trade, yet is that an object of so much 
importance that we could be jastificd in hazarding 
the most important interests of our country to ob- 
tain it? Lf the advancement of our navigation 
and manufactures is the real object, why adopt the 
discriminating quality? Is it not putting us in the 
power of other nations, and giving them great ad- 
yantages, without an equivalent? 

Since it is admitted that we do not enjoy any 
special advantage from any commercial treaty we 
now have, it is my opinion that, if any regulations 
are adopted, they ought to be general. If any na- 
tion wishes for an exemption, and will give us an 
equivalent, we can secure it to them by treaty. 
If we secure to them the exemption by law, they 
will be under no inducement to grant it as an 
equivalent. France, whose interest is intended to 
be advanced, has never come forward and request- 
ed such a discrimination. Why, then, should we 
do it unsolicited? Ought we to return the late 
generous and friendly conduct of Portugal by cx- 
tending the discrimination to that nation? The 
gentleman who brought forward the resolutions 
seemed to be sensible of the impropriety of such 
a measure, and therefore proposed lo draw a line 


ing to enter any blockaded port, and to send the same which should exclude that Kingdom. This would 
for condemnation, together with their cargoes, except ! point the resolutions so directly against Great Bri- 
the ships of Denmark and Sweden, which shall only be | tain that it would be much beiter to come out in 
prevented from entering on the first attempt, but, on! an open and manly way, and call her by name 
the second, shall be sent in for condemnation likewise.” | than to do it in this indirect mode. j : 

This article needs no other comment or justui-| He closed his remarks on this part of his argu- 
cation than to read the remark of the Sceretary | ment by saying that it was a question that admit- 
of State, in his Letter to the British Minister on | ted of some doubt whether the commerce of the 
this subject: United States was not at present in as prosperous 

“We had conjectured, but did not before certainly | a situation as was for the interest of the country; 
know, that the distinction which the instructions make i and whether it would be for the general welfare 
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to give it a greater stimulus than it now had, so as 
to divert the young men and farmers’ sons from 
other occupations, and especially that of agricul- 
ture, and by that means, under the pretence of en- 
couraging navigation, to do a real injury to America? 

He said he would now bestow a few observa- 
tions on the political considerations which are 
urged to induce the adoption of these resolutions ; 
and a gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gres] has 
told us that three-quarters of his arguments and 
inducements for adopting them are derived from 
that quarter. Say the gentlemen, the Treaty of 
Peace has never been complied with on the part 
of Great Britain. They excited a savage war on 
our frontiers and Algerine depredations on our 
commerce. 

These are serious evils, that readily address 
themselves to our passions, and any attempts to 
palliate or lessen their influence could not, he was 
sensible, nect with a very favorable reception. 
When we are, however, called upon to deliberate 
upon great national concerns, which involve both 
the honor and most important interests of our 
country, we ought to examine with the cool, de- 
liberate eye of a judge, and not under the influence 
of passion. That Great Britain has violated the 
treaty, does not admit a doubt, and that she was 
also the first to violate; but, if we look at home, 
shall we not have the candor to own that we have 
also violated that treaty? Do not some of the 
public officers admit that we have? There are 
mutual complaints, and the Executive has put 
them in a train of negotiation ; and, as the various 
acts of the State Legislatures, by the adoption 
of this Government, has opened the Federal 
Courts in an honorable manner to the claims of 
British subjects, the principal ground of complaint 
against the United States has becn removed, And 
the able and masterly manner in which the Secre- 
tary of State has arranged and brought up the 
matter, he flattered himself, would satisfy the 
Court of Great Britain, and induce a full compli- 
ance with the treaty on their part, he thought 
the matter was reduced to such a situation that 
she could not withhold her compliance. A letter 
has been sent to the British Court, through her 
Minister, on the subject, to which no answer has 
yet been received; and one gentleman has gone 
so far as to call the delay a fresh insult. He 
thought that candor required that we should admit 
that the reason they had given for this delay had 
some weight. Have we not ourselves considered 
Great Britain as being in a very critical situation ? 
Has not that, in fact, been the case? Have they 
not considered the Government itself as being in 
danger? Jf a man’s house was on fire, was it to be 
supposed that his attention could be engaged in 
regulating the mere unimportant concerns of his 
family? Surely no candid man will say that the 
Government of Great Britain is very criminal for 
having delayed an answer to those representa 
tions which have been forwarded from this country. 
It could not be expected that they would instantly 
lay aside all their great national concerns to decide 
uponthem. It docs not seem to have been expected 
by the Executive. 


| 
| 


$< e e ae e e a aee e a 


eee 


He noticed in the Presmenr’s instructions to 
Mr. Pinckney, he was directed not to commit him- 
self by ill-timed or too ardent demands. He was 
to urge an answer as much as possible, without 
commitment, and, on the first day of December, 
to give information of the state in which the mat- 
ter was. The time in which we might expect an 
answer has not yet arrived. We ought to wait a 
reasonable time. If the answer should be unfa- 
vorable, and all hopes of success from negotiation 
should fail, and there should be no prospect of a 
compliance with the Treaty on the part of Great 
Britain, it will then be time enough to bring the 
subject under consideration, Je wished to have 
it fairly brought up, unconnected with any cther 
matter, and such measures adopted as should be 
judged best, upon mature deliberation, and after 
deeply weighing every circumstance. At present, 
the subject appeared to him to be prematurely 
brought forward. 

The Indian war is also charged upon Great 
Britain, and that is urged as a reason for adopting 
these resolutions. Has any member produced 
any evidence? are we possessed of any proof to 
Support this charge? Tt is an important principle 
of a free Government that no man shall be con- 
demned unheard. If we admit this principle in 
regard to an individual, why not allow it to a na- 
tion? Have we ever charged Great Britain as 
being the instigator of those injuries we have cx- 
perienced from the depredations committed on the 
inhabitants of our Western frontiers by the sava- 
ges? It has been supposed by some that a part at 
least was chargeable upon our own inhabitants on 
the frontiers. Shall we, without having remon- 
strated, wage war with Great Britain? Surely we 
ought to demand satisfaction before we attempt to 
retaliate or make reprisals. 

The Algerine war (he said) was another ground 
of complaint agaiust Great Britain. It is said to 
have been brought about by her artifices. He 
was aware (he said) it would be unpopular to di- 
vert the resentment that had been excited on this 
account; but his situation made it his duty to ex- 
amine the subject, which he had done, and could 
discover nothing in the conduct of Great Britain 
in this business which was inconsistent with the 
Law of Nations; and, although the United States 
may feel a present smart, yet we ought not to let 
our momentary feelings lead us to a decision which 
may be attended with serious consequences. Great 
Britain is, and for a long time has been, in close 
alliance and friendship with Portugal and Hol- 
land. They are in some measure dependent on 
her. They are now combined in one common 
cause against France. Great Britain, therefore, 
in making a truce with the Algerines, for Portu- 
gal and Holland, has done no more than to set her 
allies free from the depredations of pirates, in or- 
der that the whole force of these nations might be 
in a better situation to be called into action, if 
necessary, against their common enemy. Were 
either of these nations under any obligaiion to 
block up the Algerines fur us? It is true, we suf- 
fer by it, but have we any right to complain? 
There is no evidence that Great Britain was in- 


319 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 320 


B. or R.] Commerce of the United States. [Januany, 1794. 


fluenced by motives hostile to us; other reasons| We will now consider what is to be the operation 
can be assigned for her conduct; and shall we, | of these proposed measures, and if there is not a 
without pretty strong evidence, adopt measures | great degree of probability, and, indeed, almost a 
by way of retaliation, and that, too, before we | certainty that they will produce the effect that is 
have called on Great Britain for an explanation | intended, they ought not to be adopted? It is sup- 
of ber conduct? When the Representatives of posed they will operate in three ways upon Great 
the People of the United States are called upon | Britain—first, by lessening our imports from Great 
to decide a question of such importance to the | Britain, and, by that means, throwing her manu- 
peace and happiness of this country, they ought to | facturers out of employ; secondly, by withhold- 
divest themselves of all resentful feelings; and, | ing our exports, and thereby starving her into a 
even supposing Great Britain has violated the | compliance; and, thirdly, by injuring her nayi- 
treaty, and done us all the injuries complained of, | gation. : 

ought we not to exercise moderation, and begin As to the first, this, above all others, was the 
by remonstrating? ‘Chen, if she would not do us | most improper time for attempting a thing of the 
justice, and redress our wrongs, he would be as | kind. | Properly timing public measures was of 
ready as any member to vindicate the honor of | great importance towards insuring success. It was 
his country, but was not for precipitating measures | not from the manufacturers, but the merchants, 
in such a manner as would be condemned by the | that we received onr supplies in the first instance. 
impartial world. i It was a thing of no importance to the manu- 

Another complaint has been stated, respecting | facturer whether the manufactures were imported 
the depredations committed on our commerce by | into this country, or whether they were buried 
British privateers. It is doubtless true that those | in the ocean, or whether they were sent to other 
excesses had Leen carried to great lengths. It was | nations. 
also in evidence that some of the British Courts| As to our obtaining supplics from France, there 
of law had offered redress, and given ample dawa- | was no probability of that. They have prohibited 
ges. Perhaps other instances may be attended | the exportation of their woollen cloths, to enable 
with like success; but, on this head, as well as the | them to supply their domestic wants during the 
former items of complaint, there had been no pro- | present war. All we could expect from them is 
per demand made by the Executive of the United | silks, ribands, &c., which are by no means necessary 
States, and there had not yet been time for us|to the United States. It is, therefore, altogether 
reasonably to expect either an answer or satisfac- | likely the British manufactures would still find 
tion. Privatecring (he said) was a sort of piracy, | their way into this country by a circuitous route; 
and he wished it was abolished in all wars among | but, should this not be the case, would not the Bri- 
civilized nations; but, as long as it is permitted, | tish merchants be able to find other markets at this 
neutral Powers must expect to suffer more or less | time equal to our consumption ? 
inconvenience and injury. There have been de-| The present convulsed state of France, and war 
predations committed by the. subjects of every na- | in Europe, has taken off a multitude of hands from 
tion, on particular occasions, that could not be | every occupation, and has destroyed many flour- 
justified, and which it was not in their power to | ishing manufactories, which will, for the present, 
restrain. France, as well as Great Britain, may | open a door for the manufactures of Great Britain. 
be charged with like injuries; and the United | And even France will not hesitate to use such as she 
States would not be exempted from such a charge. | wants, if she cannot otherwise get a supply, as the 
Our privateers frequently did the same thing when | people of the United States did during their Revolu- 
we were in a state of war. Indeed, we have | tion, who went so far, in some instances, as to smug- 
found it difficult, in all instances, to restrain, even | gle them in, in violation of the law; and there 
our frontier inhabitants from committing depreda- | were some instances in which they were obtained 
tions upon the Indians; and yct we-have not been | for the use of the Army from within the British 
disposed to have those excesses charged upon the | lines at New York under the sanction of the Go- 
United States. vernment. 

Our flour trade to France is also interrupted. Germany, Spain, Holland, and other powers at 
This (he said) he believed to be in violation of | war, will also afford a market for British goods ; 
the Law of Nations. But what can we do wheu | so that they will not be at a loss for a market, nor 
so many of the Powers of Europe are combined | will their manufacturers be either starved or mate- 
in this measure? If we should judge it prudent | rially injured, and would have no other effect than 
to seek redress, ought we not to follow the exam- | to turn their trade into another channel. If the 
ple set us more than a century ago by Denmark | resclutions are to have their intended effect in this 
and Sweden, quoted for our imitation by the gen- | way, they must much lessen, if not wholly prevent, 
teman from Virginia, (Mr. Gt.es,] which was, | the importation of British manufactures. It would, 
as will be found in the first article of their Con- | therefore, be much preferable at once to adopt a 
vention, to send a spirited remonstrance, and, if| non-importation agreement. Here he asked if it 
that did not answer the purpose, then it would be | was in the power of the Government to carry such 
time enough to take other measures to do ourselves | measures into execution? 
justice. He expressed it as his decided opinion, | The experience of 1774 ought to prevent our 
that better measures might be adopted for obtain- | hastily adopting measures that might for a time 
ing redress than were contained in the resolutions | stagnate, if not wholly interrupt, our trade. When 
on the table. our grain could not be exported, the consequence 
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would be, it would bear a very low price, and the 
farmers would be. left a prey to domestic specula- 
tion of those who might expect such measures 
could not last long. Ifwe were to commence the 
conflict which the adoption of these resolutions 
would most probably bring on, he was apprehen- 
sive we should fall in the conflict, and it would end 
to our disndvantage. 

It is said our exports are the necessaries of life, 
and our imports are the superfluities, and, therefore, 
we can dictate our own terms, and Great Britain 
will be forced into a compliance. One gentleman 
from Virgina [Mr. Moore] grounded his whole 
argument un this supposition, which he finds to be 
fallacious. The opinion Mr. H. has of the candor 
of that gentleman induced him to hope he would 
give a different vote. With regard to our exports 
being so necessary to the existence of Great Britain, 
(he observed,) that she exported flour, salted pro- 
visions, and almost every other article of food that 
we did: and it will not be pretended that tobacco 
was a necessary of life. He had never found it so, 
never having made any use of it. He viewed it as 
a luxury. 

Our tiinber and naval stores are carried to Great. 
Britain under protecting duties. These articles 
could be supplied from Sweden and Russia, Our 
rice was used as a luxury; our pot and pearl ashes 
would also be had from other markets. In short, 
there did not appear to be one article of our cx- 
ports that appeared to be so much of a necessary 
of life to them as their manufactures, especially 
their coarser woollens, were to us in our cold cli- 
mate. To the Northward they were absolutely a 
necessary of life. We were in as much danger of 
perishing with cold as with hunger; and we cun do 
as well without food as without raiment. We 
manufietured all our wool, but that fell very short 
of affording a supply. 

He would not admit that the West India pos- 
sessions of Great Britain were wholly dependent on 
us for a supply of flour. If we withheld that arti- 
cle, they will get a'supply from some other quarter. 
They did get a supply during our war; and, if our 
flour should become necessary for their existence, 
it would find its way there by a circuitous route. 
We should be obliged to sell to some other nation, 
to whom they could go for it, and it would not be 
in our power to prevent it. 

It is said we ean injure the navigation of Great 
Britain. Is it not more effectually in her power 
to injare ours? Suppose she was to do no more 
than we already have—that is, to put a greater ton- 


does upon her cwn—should we not be the suffer- 
imports, consequently much more shipping is nc- 
: 

if 


nage on our vessels entering her ports than she 
ers? Our exports being vastly more bulky than our 
cessary to carry them to market. The fact is, we 
derive mutual advantages from the intercourse, an 
it would be impolitic to do anything that should 
cut off ov suddenly make any great change in the 
course of trade between the two countries. Great 
ehanges in our laws or commercial systems ought 
not to be adopted but in cases of apparent and very 
urgent necessity. 

The friendly disposition which the French na- 

3p Con.—1l1 


tion have manifested towards the United States 
and their offer to enter into a more intimate and 
close connexion, and to put our trade upon a more 
beneficial footing, has been urged as a reason why 
we should adopt resolutions that will favor the 
commerce and trade of France. On this account, 
he felt himself impelled, however painful might 
be the task, to take some notice of the political 
situation and proceedings of that nation. He had 
admired the fervor of the French nation. They 
had engaged in a glorious cause—the cause of 
Liberty—a cause to which he became an early 
votary; a cause in which he had risked his life, 
and would most cheerfully do it again, if ne- 
eessary. He most sincerely wished France might 
succeed in establishing a free and happy Govern- 
ment; but he could not approve of some of the 
measures they were pursuing to obtain this end. 
Justice, humanity, forbid that we should approve 
of their leading to the block, in some instances, 
and, in others, disgracing, some of their best men, 
who stood foremost in the most perilous times— 
not for taking up arms against their country—not 
for a breach of duty, or betraying the cause in 
which they had embarked—but merely for differ- 
ing in opinion from others as to the means of ac- 
complisting the same object; an opinion which 
their duty to their country and constituents re- 
quired them to advance and support. Are we to 
justify that conduct, which has brought to an igno- 
minious death those patriots who have drawn their 
swords in defence of Liberty, and have upon the 
high places of the field successfully fought her bat- 
tles? Surely not. Many other exceptionable 
measures might be pointed out, but he would pro- 
ceed no further. He equally disapproved (he said) 
of the Combined Powers interfering in the internal 
aJairs of France. Is ita proper time when things 
are in such an unnatural convulsed state to think 
of sitting down and foring commercial treaties or 
regulations with this nation? He disapproved of 
the idea of forming a closer alliance than already 
existed with a people who had so far transgressed 
the bounds of humanity, and more especially with 
those who had the power and took the lead in 
those measures. Tiis, of all others, is not the 
time in which we ought to wish to alter either our 
commercial or political connexion with France, or 
indeed with any of the European nations. For this 
reason, it was equally imprudent and impolitie to 
embark in a commercial confliet with Great Britain. 
Our situation being detached from the European 
nations, we ought to avoid as much as possible all 
connexion with their polities or wars. Our own 
country ought to be the peculiar object of our at- 
tention, and his opposition to the resolutions on the 
table was grounded entirely on the regard which he 
had for what he supposed and believed to be the 
true interest of his country. 

Mr, Crark felt himself under the necessity of 
expressing a few words at this stage of the sub- 
ject. He mentioned something of the influence 
that had been dreaded on our funds. But he was 
clear as to the evidence that Great Britain had 
kept our Western posts, that she had taken our 
vessels at sea, and (hat she was the vinse of setting 
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loose the Algerines, &c, The expectation of any 
favorable issue, from negotiating with Britain, he 
believed, was fallacious; and the adoption of Mr. 
Mapison’s resolutions would be severely felt by 
them, although they would be harmless to us. 
Some farther duties onght to be laid on sueh arti- 
cles as they ean be added on; and this may be done 
without either injuring our funds or diminishing the 
revenue. 

Three years ago, we were told of a commercial 
treaty, but just as Congress were rising, we were 
informed in a Report from the Sccretary of State, 
thatit was all atan end. The change of sentiments 
in the gentlemen from the Eastward was, to him, 
curious. Formerly they had declared that if the 
Southern members would agree, we would get our 
commerce under proper regulations; but now, when 
Southern gentlemen are willing, the opinions of the 
others are quite the reverse. 

It has been argued that Britain had only acted 
towards the Alverines, as a nation in support of its 
own interest. Granted. So have we a right to 
take measures that will secure onr trade; neither 
do we run any risk by it, and it is more a political 
than a commercial question, after all that has been 
said about it. The idea of remonstrating or neyo- 
tiating with Britain, he viewed as the most likely to 
produce a war about the recovery of the Western 
posts; which he did not think worth redeeming 
with the blood of our citizens, Ie believed that it 
was the duty of members to agree to the resolu- 
tions proposed, and to inereasc the duties on several 
imports, especially as it might easily be done, with- 
out impairing the revenue. 

Mr. GILBERT, from New York, rose with diffi- 
dence, he said, to discharge the duty owed to his 
constituents, by expressing his sentiments on this 
important question, although he would not profess 
to deliver anything new. He had heard all the 
arguments for and against the resolutions. He 
had listened to philippics, and eneomiums, in re- 
gard to England and Franee, in which both pas- 
sion and revenge were too conspicuous, and in his 
opinion quite incompatible with that degree of 
cool deliberation which the merits of the subject 
demanded, 

If he understood them rightly, those resolutions 
were intended to produce a great alteration in the 
affairs of this country: such a transition he feared 
would not produce any advantages. In some 
eases any change may produce a better condition, 
and if this change was likely to produce the same 
effect, he would not refuse it his support. But, 
will the ulleration now proposed better the com- 
mercial coudition of the United States? He 
feared it would have a contrary effect; and at this 
lime of general prosperity, he asked, whence arises 
the necessity for such a transition? Such a pro- 
position, therefore, as is contained in the resoiu- 
tions ought to be considered again and again before 
it be adopted, under the prosperous situation of the 
United States. 

We had much faith in the maxim of leaving 
commerce and agriculture to regulate themselves. 
It was a maxim admitted in all ages, and even by 
the gentleman who introduced the resolutions. 


There may possibly be exceptions to this maxim, 
which would establish another maxim equally 
good, and if the proposed system was founded on 
such exceptions, he would agree to it. But he 
believed that the discrimination intended, was not 
founded on the exceptions to those maxims. When 
it becomes necessary to discriminate, let it be done 
in favor of ourselves. 

We are told that the great object of this Govern- 
ment is, to regulate our commerce by a proper 
system of discrimination. But the turn of Euro- 
pean affairs may terminate in favor of that nation, 
against which this discrimination is directed. We 
are likewise told of the balance of trade being 
against us with Britain. He doubted, however, 
the rules on whieh the calculation had been made, 
and believed, that some of those rules ought to be 
exploded; for, in order to caiculate the balanee of 
our trade, we ought to take all the world into the 
account, Spain, Holland, &e. For his part, from 
all that he could collect, his judgment led him to 
resist the proposed system. 

But, in the course of the debates, another com- 
plexion had been put upon commerce, than he had 
expected. She had been represented as a wolf 
and a lion; war and revenge were her attendants, 
and you nust fight. You go to batile, to conquest, 
to fight and retire. Aguin, under this shape, the 
resolutions are contrary to his opinion. It would 
be better to enter into a formal declaration of war 
against Britain and the Algerines, &c., wherein 
we might charge Britain with having conducted 
herself towards us with the greatest enmity. Yet, 
are the facts to prove this unequivocal? No satis- 
factory evidence has been offered to prove, that 
the truce between Algiers aud Portugal was effect- 
ed by the British Cabinet; but they wanted to 
have the whole force of Portugal thrown into the 
scale of the combined Powers, and therefore they 
made a six months or some other terin of a truce, 
for Portugal, in order to prevent their navy from 
being diverted from the main object of Operating 
against France. 

But, can this be taken as a declaration of war 
against America? He coneluded, by declaring his 
opinion, that Mr. Mapisox’s propositions were in- 
adequate to the intentions of the mover; and, if 
adopted, he feared, would prove ruinous to the 
United States, 

Mr. Fixptey said, that the new matter which 
had been introdueed, and the change of aspect, 
under whieh the subject now appeared, induced 
him to rise once more. Ie was pleased to find 
that the resolutions were taken up on new princi- 
ples. The opposition now comes from a quarter 
where navigation was formerly a favorite object, 
and when the fishery bill was to be the foundation of 
our commercial prosperity, by being a nursery for 
seamen, &e. But at this dav we are told not to 
meddle with navigation, lest’ by giving too much 
encouragement to it, we may divert the labor of 
our young men from agriculture? I confess, suid 
he, that E don’t know on what ground this great 
change has been effected; because, if the encou- 
rigement of var navigation and commeree was a 
desirable object then, it must be evident, that it is 
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more necessary now, when our commerce is suf- 
fering 

He said it was a national question, and all local 
interests ought to give place to it. He could not 
separate a commercial from a political question in 
the present case, for they scemed 4s much con- 
nected as light and heat, and were as essential to 
each other. Everything that coucerns the nation- 
al welfare, is a political question, nor could he 
take up the subject in any other view. Iv is al- 
leged that a commercial treaty is improper, be- 
cause we are a growing people; and having to deal 
with a people who already have commercial trea- 
ties. But some measures must be adopted. He 
was opposed to fleets and armies, yet, if we were 
amongst, and connected with the countries of Eu- 
rope, we would be obliged to have both. 

A gentleman from New Jersey had intimated 
that the United States had refused to comply with 
the treaty on their part. He wished the circum- 
stance might not be hid, if it is so, let it be spoken 
out. He could not, however, subscribe to this 
assertion, fur we have vindicated our honor by the 
proceedings in our Courts of Law, so that we can- 
not be charged with any open breach of the treaty 
unless by implication. 

In reply to Mr. HiLLTOUSE, Mr. F. made seve- 
ral observations in regard to Britain consulting 
her own interest, and he did not wish our discrimi- 
nations to go any farther than our own interest 
would permit. He next adverted to what had al- 
ready been often mentioned in the course of the 
debate of the evidences respecting the Western 
posts, the savages, and the Algerines. A gentle- 
man from New Jersey had assured him two years 
ago that a treaty was then negotiating and would 
soon be finished, but it was not yet done. 

[Mr. Dayton demanded to know to whom Mr. 
F. alluded. Tlc replied that he meant Mr. Bou- 
DINoT. This gentleman denied having given suen 
information as Mr. F. mentioned, at least in that 
unqualified sense. ] 

Mr. F. proceeded. Hoe took notice of the severe 
observations that Mr. HinLHouse had made in 
regard to France. The decisions of that gentle- 
man on this occasion, reminded hiin of the charges 
made against the white inhabitants of the Wost- 
ern frontiers, when the Indians were murdering 
them and their wives and children. It was assert- 
ed that the citizens of the West were the aggress- 
ors, and he had been obliged to vindicate their 
character. Several other remarks were made 
by Mr. F. His intentions in supporting the 
resolutions were similar to those of Mr, CLARK, 
viz.: not to wage war, but to preventit. It is the 
interest of nations to promote the advantages of 
each other, but when we meet an unequivocal 
enemy in trade we are called on to do justice to 
ourselves. ‘I'he means of supplying our citizens 
with domestic manufactures 1s within our power, 
althouzh it cannot be done all at once. 

The opposition to the resolutions, he observed, 
had taken a wider extent than was at first expect- 
ed. IJe would have been better pleased, if a gen- 
tleman who spoke yesterday, pai Tracy, j] had 
used more candor, instead of ridicule, in his argu- 
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ments. It had been denicd that Britain depended 
so much on this country for supplies; yet, he would 
assert, that the industrious laborers in Manchester, 
were already in a state of the greatest distress by 
the war, and in Paisley, in Scotland, they were 
almost starving. So it was in many parts of Ire- 
land. The consequence was, that the British army 
was increased, although the men eutered into the 
service with reluctance. 

Ie next took a view of the trade of Britain with 
this country. In 1775, America and the West 
Indies consumed one-third of their manufactures, 
and the consumption has been greater since that 
time. From these reasons, it was evident, that 
they would be the sufferers, were we to refuse 
their manufactures ; and it is entirely in our power 
to do so, at least in such a degree as to regulate 
our own commerce. 

A gentleman who was up yesterday from the 
Eastward, [Mr. DEXTFR,] told us much of the 
peace and prosperity of the United States. If this 
be true, whence, then, do we hear the noise of war 
on all sides of us? The widow and the orphan 
murdered in the West, and our citizens carried 
into slavery from our vessels on the ocean ? 

Onc of the arguments he heard urged against 
our attempting to offend Britain, by any innova- 
tion in commercial regulations, was, that she was 
so strongly allied, it would be dangerous. She is 
so, but it is not probable that such alliances will 
be lasting. 

Tne Governor of the Universe will not suffer 
the combined forces of Europe to crush Liberty ; 
and it will not be long before those allied despots 
must break loose from their unnatural bonds, and 
all their national jealousics will return. From 
every consideration, he was of opinion, that the 
resolutions ought to be adopted, and that this 
country, although it could not do it in a day, yet, 
it ought to be preparing gradnally, by giving en- 
couragement to domestic manufactures, such as 
would eveutually render us more independent in 
commercial transactions. 

Gentlemen had spoken largely of the compara- 
tive trade of Britain and France, and we had heard. 
a fourish about philippics and eulogiums, scenes 
of agitation and horror. But did the gentleman, 
who undertook to accuse Frenchmen, teke into 
consideration their provocations? Have we ever 
read, or heard of any nation that was so much de- 
pressed and abused by its Government ? No na- 
tion was ever so much abused—no nation ever had 
such a combination of power to contend with. No 
nation was ever so treacherously used by men in 
whom they had placed confidence—no nation ever 
suffered so much in the cause of liberry. 

Again, he returned to consider the conduct of 
the United S ates in relation to Britain. We have 
been mild and patient. We have avoided to irri- 
tate them. Nor have we even lortified our posts 
on Lake irie, or in Pennsylvania, and we luoked 
for some faith in retun. Yet what effect: has 
there been produced? We know it to be a fact, 
that they have provoked rhe Indians against us, and 
thar they have supplied them both with arms and 
ratiow:. If they wiil pursue such measures as they 
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please, for their own interest, ought we not fo pur- Monpvay, January 27. 
sue measures for ours? He had no prejudice or} Mr. WILLIAM SMITH, from the committee ap- 
objections against Englishmen, but to the tyran- | pointed to take into consideration the act “ to es- 
nical conduct of their Government, which has | tablish the Judicial Courts of the United States,” 
committed so many faults, first, in regard to the | and report some provision in the case where any 
slave-trade, the navigation of the ocean, &c.,| Judge of the Courts of the United States, is, or 
&e., and lastly, in the injury done to the United | may, by sickness or other disqualifying cause, be 
States in depriving us of the benefits of the fur | rendered incapable of discharging the duties of his 
trade. inet office; also, some further provision concerning bail, 
Appeals to their justice, and negotiations, have process, and costs, in the Courts of the United 
been proposed ; but even on this ground what have States; and generally, to report such amendments 
we to expect from negotiation or remonstrance? | to the said act as they may deem necessary and 
Here he quoted several instances whcre this mode | Constitutional, made a report; which was read, 
of treatment generally failed. Let. us, therefore, | and ordered to be committed to a Committee of 
appeal to their interest. It is allowed that the | the Whole House on Monday next. 
balance of trade is against us with Great Britain, R 
whilst it is in our favor with every other na- COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
tion. The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
In reply to some expressions of Mr. S. SMITH, | mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
Mr. I. said, that if he might be allowed to com | Sccretary of State on the privileges and restric- 
pare small with great things, although be would | tions on the commerce of the United States in 
not himself be a great loser by the expense of al- | foreign countries: When 
tering the flag of lis ships on the scas, yet he had | | Mr. Ames rose and said: The question lies within 
his share of losses in the Revolution and was as | this compass: Js there any mcasure proper to be 
much attached to the independence of his country | adupted by Congress, which will have the effect 
as the most wealthy citizen in it; neither did he | to put our trade and navigation on a better foot- 
covet any of the gentleman’s wealth to divide] ing? If there is, it is our undoubted right to 
amongst his sons, being already in possession of | adopt it, if by right is understood the power of 
such a comfortable portion of property as enabled | self-government which every independent nation 
him to live pretty nearly on an equality with his | possesses, and our own as completely as any other. 
constituents. It is our duty, also, for we are the depositaries and 
With regard to the public funds, he could not | the guardians of the interests of our constituents, 
see how the adoption of the resolutions would in- | which on every consideration ought to be dear to 
jure them. He believed that it would not; and] us. I make no doubt they are so, and that there 
although he had not from the first approved of the | is a disposition sufficiently ardent existing in this 
system of finance, yet he would be amongst those | body to co-operate in any measures for the ad- 
who would endeavor to pay off the Public Debt, | vancement of the common good. Indeed, so far 
even faster than the Funding System allowed, if | as I can judge from any knowledge 1 have of hu- 
it could be done. He did not, however, like to | man nature, or of the prevailing spirit of public 
hear the Funding System always conjured up like | transactions, that sort of patriotism which makes 
a ghost in rivalship against every salutary mea- | us wish the general prosperity when our private 
sure, that could be suggested for the nation. It] interest does not happen to stand in the way, is no 
was a dangerous doctrine to set up the funds, and | uncommon sentiment, In truth, it is very like 
the interests of the country, as enemies to each | self-love, and not much less prevalent. There is 
other. little oceasion to excite and inflame it. It is like 
He took further notice of some forced arguments | self-love—more apt to want intelligence than zeal. 
of e gentleman from the Fastward, [Mr. Tracy,]} The danger is always, that it will rush blindly into 
and he observed, that although merchants of the | embarrassments, which a prudent spirit of inquiry 
largest capitals might be supposed to have the | might have prevented, but from whieh it will 
Icast occasion for credit, yet experience shows that | scarcely tind means to extricate us. While, there- 
they avail themselves of credit as much as others. | fore, the right, the duty, and the inclination to ad- 
After a few additional remarks, Mr. F. concluded | vance the trade and navigution of the United 
by declaring himself in favor of the resolutions, | States, are acknowledged and felt by us all, the 
and that it was more necessary to adopt them | choice of the proper means to that end, is a mat- 
now than two years ago; he hoped, therefore, that | ter requiring the most circumspect inquiry, and 
gentlemen would agree to consider that as the | the most dispassionate judgment. 
best time for doing it. After a debate has continued a long time, the 
Mr. SMITH closed this day’s debate by a short | subject very frequently becomes tiresume before 
speech, principully intended to throw the argu- | it is exhausted. Arguments, however solid, urged 
ments of Mr. FINDLEY aud the resolutions of Mr. | by different speakers, cau scarcely fail to render 
Mapison into ridicule. He went over the old | the discussion both complex and diffusive. With- 
ground of asserting that nonc of the products of | out pretending to giveto my arguments any other 
the United States were necessaries of life in Great | merit, I shall aim at simplicity. 
Britain. We hear it declared, that the design of the re- 
After he sat down, the Committce rose, report- | solutions is, to place our trade and navigation on 
ed progress, and asked leave to sit again. a better footing. By a better footing, we are to 
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understand a more profitable one. Profit is a plain 
word, that cannot be misunderstood. We have, to 
speak in round numbers, $20,000,000 of exports an- 
nually. To have the trade of exports ona good foot- 
ing, means nothing more than to sell them dear; 
and, consequently, the trade of import on a good 
footing, is to buy cheap. To put them both ona 
better footing, is to sell dearer and to buy cheaper 
than we do at present. If the effect of the resolu- 
tions will be to cause our exports to be sold cheaper 
and our imports to be bought dearer, our trade will 
suffer an injury. 

It is hard to compute how great the injury 
would prove; for the first loss of value in the bny- 
ing dear and selling cheap, is only the symptom 
and beginning of the evil, but by no means the 
measure of it. It will withdraw a great part of the 
nourishment that now supplies the wonderful 
growth of our industry and opulence. The differ- 
ence nay not amount to a great proportion of the 
price of the articles, but it may reach the greater 
part of the profit of the producer. It may have 
effects in this way, which will be of the worst kind, 
by discouraging the products of our land and in- 
dustry. It is to this test I propose to bring the 
resolutions on the table. And if it shall clearly 
appear that they tend to cause our exports to be 
sold cheaper, and our imports to be bought dearer, 
they cannot escape condemnation. Whatever spe- 
cions show of advantage may be given them, they 
deserve to be called aggravations of any real or 
supposed evils in our commercial system, and not 
remedies. 

I have framed this statement of the question so 
as to comprehend the whole subject of debate, and 
at the same time I confess it was my design to ex- 
clude from consideration a number of topics which 
appear to me totally irrelevant to it. 

The best answer to many assertions we have 
heard, is to admit them without proof. We are 
exhorted to assert our natural rights, to put trade 
on a respectable footing, to dictate terms of trade 
to other nations, to engage in a contest of self-de- 
nial, and by that, and by shifting our commerce 
from one country to another, to make our enemies 
feel the extent of our power. This language, as 
it respects the proper subject of discussion, means 
nothing, or what is worse. If our trade is already 
on a profitable footing, it is on a respectable onc. 
Unless war be our object, it is useless to inquire, 
what are the dispositions of any Goverument with 
whose subjects our merchants deal to the best ad- 
vantage. While they will smoke our tobacco, and 
eat our provisions, it is very immaterial, both to the 
consumer and the producer, what are the politics 
of the two countrics, excepting so far as their 
quarrels may disturb the benefits of their mutual 
intercourse. 

So far, therefore, as commerce is concerned, the 
inquiry is, have we a good market? The good or 
bad siate of our actual market is the question. 
The actual market is everywhere more or less a 
restricted one, and the natural order of things is 
displaced by the artificial. Most nations, for rea- 
sons of which they alone are the rightful judges, 
have regulated and restricted their intercourse ac- 


cording to their views of safety and profit. We 
claim for ourselves the same right, as the acts in 
our statute book and the resolutions on the table 
evince, without holding ourselves accountable to 
any other nation whatever. The right which we 
properly claim, and which we properly exercise 
when we do it prudently and usefully for our na- 
tion, is as well established, and has been longer in 
use in the countries of which we complain, than in 
our own. If their right is as good as that of Con- 
gress to regulate and restrict, why do we talk of a 
strenuous exertion of our force, and by dictating 
terms to nations who are fancied to be physically 
dependent on America, to change the policy of na- 
tions? It may be very true, that their policy is very 
wise and good for themselves, but not as favorable 
for us as we would make it, if we could legislate for 
both sides of the Atlantic, 

The extravagant despotism of this language ac- 
cords very ill with our power to give it effect, or 
with the affectation of zeal for an unlimited free- 
dom of commerce. Such a state of absolute free- 
dom of commerce never did exist, and it is very 
much to be doubted whether it ever will, Were 
T invested with the trust to legislate for mankind, 
it is very probable the first act of my authority 
would be to throw all the restrictive and prohibit- 
ory Jaws of trade into the fire; the resolutions on 
the table would not be spared. But if I were to 
do so, it is probable I should have a quarrel on my 
hands, with every civilized nation. The Dutch 
would claim the monopoly of the spice trade, for 
which their ancestors passed thcir whole lives in 
warfare. The Spanish and Portuguese would be 
no less obstinate. If we calculate what Colony 
monopolies have cost in wealth, in suffering, and 
in crimes, we should say they were dearly pur- 
chased. The English would plead for their Na- 
vigation Act, not as a source of gain, but as an 
essential mean of securing their ind ‘pendence. So 
many interests would be disturbed, and so many 
lost, by a violent change from the existing, to an un- 
known order of things, and the mutual relations of 
nations, in respect to their power and wealth, would 
suffer such a shock, that the idea must be allowed 
to be perfectly Utopian and wild. But for this coun- 
try to form the project of changing the policy of 
nations, and to begin the abolition of restrictions by 
restrictions of its own, is equally ridiculous and in- 
consistent. , 

Let every nation that is really disposed to ex- 
tend the liberty of commerce, beware of rach and 
hasty schemes of prohibition. In the affairs of 
trade, as in most others, we make too many laws. 
We follow experience too little, and the visions of 
theorists a great deal too much. Instead of listen- 
ing to discourses on what the market ought to be, 
and what the schemes, which always promise 
much on paper, pretend to make it, let us see what 
is the actual market for our exports and imports. 
This will briug vaguc assertions and sanguine opin- 
ions to the test of experience. That rage for 
theory and system, which would entangle even 
practical truth in che web of the brain, is the poi- 
son of public discussion. One fact is hetter than 


two systems. 
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The terms on which our exports are received in 
the British market, have been accurately examined 
by a gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. WiLLiam 
Smiru.) Before his statement of facts was made to 
the committee, it was urged, and with no little 
warmth, that the system of England indicated her 
inveteracy towards this country, while that of 
France, springing from disinterested affection, con- 
stituted a claim for gratitude and self-denying mca- 
sures of retribution. 

Since that statement, however, that romantic 
style, which is so ill adapted to the subject, has 
been changed. We hear it insinuated, that the 
comparison of the footing of our exports in the 
markets of France and Fneland, is of no import- 
ance; that it is chiefly our object to see how we may 
assist and extend our commerce. This evasion of 
the force of the statement, or rather this indirect 
admission of its authority, establishes it. It will not 
be pretended that it has been shaken during the 
debate, 

It has been made to appear, beyand contradiction, 
that the British market for our exports, taken in 
the aggregate, is a good one—that it is better than 
the French, and better than any we have, and, for 
many of our products, the only one. 

The whole amount of our exports to the British 
Dominions in the year ending the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1790, was $9,246,660. But it will be more sim- 
ple and satisfactory to confine the inquiry to the 
articles following: bread-stuff, tobacco, rice, wood, 
the produce of the fisheries, fish oil, pot and pearl 
ashes, salted meats, indigo, live animals, flaxsced, 
naval stores, and iron. 

The amount of the before-mentioned articles cx- 
ported in that same ycar to the British Dominions, 

. was $5,457,178. 

Mr. A.went into a consideration of the footing on 
which they are received. He then said, we have 
heard so much of restriction, of inimical and jealous 
prohibitions to cramp our trade, it is natural to 
scrutinize the British system, with the expectation 
of finding little besides the effects of her selfish and 
angry policy. 

Yet, of the great sum of nearly eight millions 
and a half, the amount of the products hefore men- 
tioned sold in her markets, two articles only are 
dutied by way of restriction. Bread stuff is dutied 
so high in the market of Great Britain, as in times 
of plenty to exclude it, and this is done from the 
desire to fuvor her own farmers, The mover of 
the resolutions justified the exclusion of our bread 
stuff from the French West Indies by their per- 
manent regulations, because he said they were 
bound to prefer their own products to those even 
of the United States, Jt would seem that the 
same apology would do for England, in her home 
market, But what will do for the vindication of 
one nation becomes invective against another. 
The criminal nation, however, receives our bread- 
stuff in the West Indies free, and excludes other 
foreign, so as to give our producers the monopoly 
of the supply. This is no merit, in the judgment 
of the mover of the resolutions, because il is a frag- 
meni of her old Colony system. Notwithstanding 
the nature of the duties on breadstuff in Great Bri- 


tain, it has been clearly shown that she is a better 
customer for that article in Europe, than her neigh- 
bor, France. The latter, in ordinary times, is a 
poor customer for breadstuff, for the same reason 
that our own country is, because she produces it 
herself, and therefore France permits it to be im- 
ported, and the United States do the like. Great 
Britain often wants the article, and then she re- 
ceives it; no country ean be expected to buy what 
it does not want. The breadstuf sold in the Euro- 
pean Dominions of Great Britain in the year 1790, 
amounted to $1,087,840. 
Whale oil pays the heavy duty of eighteen 
pounds three shillings sterling per ton; yet sper- 
| macet oil found a market there to the value of 
| $81,048. Thus it appears that, of cight millions 
j and a half sold to Great Britain and her Domi- 
nions, only the value of one million one hundred 
and sixty-eight thousand dollars was under duty 
of arestriclive nature. The breadstulf is hardly 
to be considered as within the description, yet to 
give the argument its full force, what is it? about 
one-eighth part is restricted. To ‘proceed with the 
residue : 


Indigo, to the amount of - - - $478,830 
Live animals to the West Indies - - 62,415 
Flax seed to Great Britain - - 219,924 

Total - 156,169 


These articles are received duty free, which is 
a good foot to the trade. Yet, we find, good as it 
is, the bulk of our exports is received on even bet- 
ter terms. 


Thus it appears, that nearly seven-cighths of 
the exports to the British Dominions are reccived 
on terms of positive favor, 


Flour to the British West Indies - - $858,006 
Grain - - - - - 278,505 
Free, while other foreign flour and grain 

is prohibited. 
Tobacco to Great Britain - - - 2,954,493 
Tobacco to the West Indies - : 22,816 
ls. 8d. sterling, duty—8s. 6d. on other fo- 

reign Tobacco. 
In the West Indies other foreign tobacco is 

prohibited, 
Rice to Great Britain - - - 493,852 

| 9, 4d. per cwt. duty—8s, 10d. on other fo- 

reign rice. 
To the West Indies - - - 180,077 
Other foreign rice prohibited, 
Wood, to Great Britain - - - 240,174 

| Free—hbigher duties on other foreign. 

To the West Indies - - ~ 382,481 
Free—other foreign prohibited. 
Pot and pearl ashes - - - 747,078 
Free—23. 3d. on other foreign, equal to $10 

per ton. 
Naval slores, to Great Britain - - 190,670 
Higher duties on other foreign. 
To the Weat Indies - - 6,162 
Free—other foreign prohibited. 
Tron, to Great Britain - 81,612 
Free—duties on other foreign. 
> 6,510,926 


Forcigners, our rivals 
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in the sale of these articles, are either absolutely | So much the better. If itis her interest to afford 


shut out of their market by prohibitions, or dis- 
couraged in their competition with us by higher 
duties. There is some restriction, it is admitted, 
but there is, to balance it, a large amount re- 
ceived duty free. The above surplus of six mil- 
Hons and a half goes to the account of privilege 
and favor. This is better than she treats any 
other foreign nation; it is better, indeed, than she 
treats her own subjects; because they are, by this 
means, deprived of a free and open market; it is 
better than our footing with any nation with 
whom we have treaties. It has been demonstra- 
tively shown that it is better than the footing on 
which France receives either the like articles, or 
the aggregate of our products. The best proof in 
the world is, that they are not sent to France; the 
merchants will find out the best market sooner 
than we shall. 

The footing of our exports under the British 
systum, is better than that of their exports to the 
United States, under our system. Nay, it is bet- 
ter than the freedom of commerce, which is one 
of the visions for which our solid prosperity is to 
be hazarded; for, suppose we could batter down 
her system of prohibitions and restrictions, it 
would be gaining a loss: onc-cighth is restricted, 
and more than six-eighths has restrictions in its 
favor. Itis as plain as figures can make it, that 
if a state of freedom for our exports is at par, the 
present system raises them, in point of privilege, 
above par. To suppose that we can terrify them 
by these resolutions to abolish their restrictions, 
and at the same time lo maintain in our favor their 
duties, to exclude other foreigners from their mar- 
ket, is too absurd to be refuted. 

We have heard that the market of France is 
the great centre of our interests; we are to look 
to her, and not to England, for advantages. Be- 
ing, as the style of theory is, our best customer 
and best friend, showing to our trade particular 
favor and privilege, while England manifests in 
her system such narrow and selfish views, it is 
strange to remark such a pointed refutation of as- 
sertions and opinions by facts. ‘he amount sent 
to Frances herself is very trivial; either our mer- 
chants are ignorant of the best markets, or those 
which they prefer are the best; and, if the Eng- 
lish markets, in spite of the alleged ill usage, are 
still preferred to the French, it is a proof of the 
superior advantages of the former over the latter. 
The arguments I have adverted to, oblige those 
who urge them to make a greater difference in 
favor of the English, than the true state of facts 
will warrant. Indeed, if they persist in their ar- 
guments, they are bound to deny their own con- 
clusions. They are bound to admit this position: 
if France receives little of such of our products as 
Great Britain takes on terms of privilege and fa- 
vor, hecause of that favor it allows the value of 
that favored footing. If France takes little of our 
articles, because she docs not want them, it shows 
the absurdity of looking to her as the best cus- 
tomer. 

It may be said, and truly, that Great Britain re- 
gards only her own interest in these arguments. 


to our commerce more encouragement than 
France gives, if she does this when she is invete- 
rate against us, as it is alleged, and when we are 
indulging an avowed hatred towards her, and par- 
tiality towards France, it shows that we have very 
solid ground to rely on. Her interest is, according 
to this statement, stronger than our passions, 
stronger than her own, and is the morc to be de- 
pended on, as it cannot be put to any more trying 
experiment in future. The good will and friend- 
ship of nations are hollow foundations to build our 
systems upon. Mutual interest is a bottom of 
rock. The fervor of transicnt sentiments is not 
better than straw or stubble. Some gentlemen 
have lamented this distrust of any relation be- 
tween nations except an interested one. But the 
substitution of any other principle could produce 
little else than the hypocrisy of sentiment, and an 
instability of affairs. It would be relying on what 
is not stable, instead of what is; it would intro- 
duce into polities the jargon of romance. It is in 
this sense, and this only, that the word favor is 
used: a state of things so arranged as to produce 
our profit and advantage, though intended by 
Great Britain merely for her own. The disposi- 
tion of a nation is immaterial; the fact that we 
profit by their system cannot be go to this dis- 
cussion. 

The next point is, to consider whether our im- 
ports are on a good footing, or, in other words, 
whether we are in a situation to buy what we 
have occasion for at a cheap rate. In this view, 
the systems of the commercial nations are not to 
be complained of, as all aro desirous of selling the 
products of their labor. Great Britain is not cen- 
sured in this respect. The objection is rather of 
the opposite hind, that we bay too cheap, and 
therefore consume too much, and that we take not 
ouly as much as we can pay for, but to the extent 
of our credit also There is less freedom of 
importation, however, from the West Indics. In 
this respect, France is more restrictive than Eng- 
land; for the former allows the exportation to us 
of only ram and molasses, while England admits 
that of sugar, coffee, and other principal West In- 
dia products. Yet, even here, when the prefer- 
ence seems to be decidedly due to the British sys- 
tem, occasion is taken to extol that of the French. 
We are told that they scll us the chief part of the 
molasses which is consumed or manufactured into 
rum, and that a great and truly important branch, 
the distillery, is kept up by their liberality in fur- 
nishing the raw material. There is at every step 
matter to confirm the remark, that nations have 
framed their regulations to suit their own inte- 
rests, not ours. France is a great brandy manu- 
facturer. She will not admit run, therefore, even 
from her own islands, because it would supplant 
the consumption of braudy. The molasses was 
for that reason some years ago of no value in her 
islands, and was not even saved in casks. But the 
demand from America soon raised its value. The 
policy of England has been equally selfish. The 
molasses is distilled in her islands, because she has 
no manufacture of brandy to suffer by its sale. 
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A question remains respecting the state of our 
navigation. If we pay no regard to the Tegula- 
tions of foreign nations, and ask whether this 
valuable brauch of our industry and capital is in 
a distressed and sickly state, we shall find that it 
is in a strong and flourishing condition. If the 
quantity of shipping was declining, if it was un- 
employed, even at low freight, I should say it 
must be sustained and encouraged. No such 
thing is asserted. Seamen’s wages are high, 
freights arc high, and American bottoms in full 
employment. But the complaint is, our vessels 
are not permitted to go to the British West In- 
dies. Tt is even affirmed, that no civilized coun- 
try treats us so illy in that respect. Spain and 
Portugal prohibit the traffic to their possessions, 
not only in our vessels, but in their own, which, 
according to the style of the resolutions, is worse 
treatment than we mect with from the British. 
It is also asserted, and on as bad ground, that our 
vessels are excluded from most of the British mar- 
kets. This is not true, in any sense. We are 
admitted into the greater number of her ports, in 
our own vessels; and by far the greater value of 
our exports is sold in British ports, into which our 
vessels are received, nol only on a good footing, 
compared with other forcigners, but on terms of 
positive favor—on better terms than British ves- ' 
sels are admitted into our own ports. We are not 
subject to the alien dutics; and the light moncy, 
&c., of 1s. 9d. sterling, per ton, is Jess than our fo- 
reign tonnage duty, not to mention the ten per 
cent. on the duties on the goods in foreign bottoms. 
Bat in the port of London, our vessels are reccived 
free. It is for the unprejudiced mind to compare 
these facts with the assertions we have heard so 
confidently and so feclingly made by the mover of 
the resolutions, that we are excluded from most 
of their ports, and that no civilized nation treats 
our vessels so ill as the British. 

The tonnage of the vessels employed between 
Great Britain and her dependencies and the United 
States, is called two hundred and twenty thou- 
sand, and the whole of this is represented as our 
just right. The same gentleman speaks of our 
natural right to the carriage of our own articles, 
and that we may and onght to insist upon our 
equitable share. Yet, soon after, he uses the lan- 
guage of monopoly, and represents the whole car- 
riage of imports and exports as the proper object 
of our efforts, and all that others carry as a clear 
loss to us. If an equitable share of the carriage 
means half, we have it already, and more, and 
our proportion is rapidly increasing. If anything 
is meant by the natural right of carriage, one 
would imagine that it belongs to him, whocver he 
may be, who having bought our produce, and 
made himsclf the owner, thinks proper to take it 
with him to his own country. It is neither our 
policy nor our design to check the sale of our pro- 
duce; we invite every description of purchasers, 
because we expect to sell dearest when the num- 
ber and competition of the buyers is the greatest. 
For this reason, the total exclusion of foreigners 
and their vessels from the purchase and carriage 
of our exports is an advantage, in respect to navi- 


gation, which has a disadvantage to balance it, in 
respect to the price of produce. It is with this 
reserve we ought to receive the remark, that the 
carriage of our exports should be our object rather 
than that of our imports. By going with our ves- 
sels into forcign ports, we buy our imports in the 
best market. By giving a steady and moderate 
encouragement to our own shipping, withont pre- 
tending violently to interrnpt the course of busi- 
ness, experience will soon establish that order of 
things which is most beneficial to the exporter, the 
importer, and the ship owner. ‘The best interest 
of agriculture is the truc interest of trade, 

In a trade mutually beneficial, it is strangcly 
absurd to consider the gain of others as our loss. 
Admitting it, however, for argument sake, yet it 
should be noticed that the loss of two hundred aud 
twenty thousand tons of shipping is computed 
according to the apparent tonnage. Our vessels 
not being allowed to go to the British West Indies, 
and their vessels making frequent voyages, ap- 
pear in the entries over and over again. In the 
trade to the European Dominions of Great Britain, 
the distance being greater, our vessels are not so 
often entered: Both these circumstances give a 
false show to the amount of British tonnage, com- 
pared with the American. It is, however, very 
pleasing to the mind, to see that our tonnage ex- 
ceeds the British in the European trade. For 
various reasons, some of which will be mentioned 
hereafter, the tonnage in the West India trade is 
not the proper subject of calculation, Inthe Eu- 
Topean comparison, we have more tonnage in the 
British than in the French commerce ; it is, indeed, 
more than four to one. ‘The great quantity of 
British tonnage, employed in onr trade, is also, in 
a great measure, owing to the large capitals of the 
merchants employed in the buying and exporting 
our productions. If we would banish the ships, we 
must strike at the root, and banish the capital ; and 
this, before we have capital of our own grown up 
to replace it, would be an opcration of no little 
violence and injury, to our Southern brethren 
especially. Independently of this circumstance, 
Great Britain is an active and intelligent rival in 
the navigation line. Her ships are dearer, and the 
provisioning of her seamen is perhaps rather dearer 
than ours; on the other hand, the rate of interest 
is lower in England, and so are seamen’s wages. 
It would be improper, therefore, to consider the 
amount of British tonnage in our trade as a proof 
of a bad slate of things, arising cither from the re- 
strictions of that Government, or the negligence 
or timidity of this. We arc to charge it to causes 
which are more connected with the natural com- 
petition of capital and industry; causes which, in 
fact, retarded the growth of our shipping more 
when we were Colonies and our ships were free, 
than since the adoption of the present Govern- 
ment. 

It has been said, with emphasis, that the Con- 
stitution grew out of the complaints of the nation 
respecting commerce, especially that with the Bri- 
tish Dominions. What was then lamented hy our 
patriots? Feebleness of the public Councils, the 
shadow of union, and scarce the shadow of publie 
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eredit—every where despondency—the pressure 
of evils not only great, but portentous of civil dis- 
tractions. These were the gricvances; and what 
more was then desired than their remedies? Is it 
possible to survey this prosperous country, and to 
assert that they have been delayed? Trade flour- 
ishes on our wharves, although it droops in 
speeches. Manufactures have risen, under the 
shade of protecting duties, from almost nothing, to 
such a state that we are even told it is safe to depend 
on the domestic supply, if the forcign should cease. 
The fisheries, which we found in decline, are in the 
most vigorous growth. The whale fishery, which 
our allics would have transferred to Dunkirk, now 

_ traverses the whole ocean: to that hardy race of 
men, the sea is but a park for hunting its monsters ; 
such is their activity, the deepest abysses scarcely 
afford to their prey a hiding place. Look around, 
and sce how the frontier circle widens, how the in- 
terior improves, and let it be repeated, that the 
hopes of the people, when they formed this Consti- 
tution, have been frustrated ! 

But if it should happen that our prejudices prove 
stronger than our senses; if it should be believed 
that our farmers and merchants see their products 
and ships and wharves going to decay together, 
and they are ignorant or silent on their own ruin, 
still the public documents would not disclose so 
alarming a state of our affairs. Our imports are 
obtained so plentifully and cheaply, that one of 
the avowed objects of the resolution is, to make 
them scarcer and dearer. Our exports, so far from 
languishing, have increased two millions of dol- 
lars in a year. Our navigation is found to be aug- 
mented beyond the most sanguine expectation. 
We hear of the vast advantage the English derive 
from the Navigation Act, and we are asked, in a 
tone of accusation, Shall we sit still, and do no- 
thing? Who is bold enough to say, Congress has 
done nothing for the encouragement of American 
navigation? To counteract the Navigation Act, 
we have laid on British a higher tonnage than our 
own vessels pay in their ports; and, what is much 
more effectual, we have imposed ten per cent. on 
the duties, when the dutied articles are borne in 
foreign bottoms. We have also made the coast- 
ing trade a monopoly to our own vessels. Let 
those who have asserted that this is nothing, com- 
pare facls with the regulations which produced 
them: 


Tonnage. Tons. Excess of Am, 
Tonnage. 
American, 1789 - - 297,468 
Foreign, “ - - - 265,116 
32,352 
American, 1790 - - - 347,663 
Foreign, “ - + = 258,916 
88,747 
American, 1791 - - - 363,810 
Foreign, “ - + -24099 
123,011 
American, 1792 - - - 415,330 
Foreign, “ - - - 244,263 
i 171,067 


Is not this increase of American shipping rapid 
enough? Many persons say it is too rapid, and 


attracts too much capital for the circumstances 
of the country. I cannot readily persuade myself 
to think so valuable a branch’ of employment 
thrives too fast. But a steady and sure encourage- 
ment is more to be relied on than violent methods 
of forcing its growth. It is not clear that the 
quantity of our navigation, including our coasting 
and fishing vessels, is less, in proportion to those 
of that nation. In that computation, we shall pro- 
bably find that we are already more a navigating 
people than the English. As this is a growing 
country, we havc the most stable ground of depend- 
ence on the corresponding growth of our navigation ; 
and that the increasing demand for shipping will 
rather fall to the share of Americans than foreign- 
ers, is not to be denied. We did expect this, from 
the nature of our own laws; we have been con- 
firmed in it by experience ; and we know that an 
American bottom is actually preferred to a fo- 
reign one. In cases where one partner is an 
American and another a foreigner, the ship is made 
an American bottom. A fact of this kind over- 
throws a whole theory of reasoning on the necessi- 
ty of further restrictions, It shows that the work 
of restriction is already done. 

If we take the aggregate view of our commercial 
interests, we shall find much more occasion for 
satisfaction, and even exultation, than complaint, 
and none for despondency. It would be too bold 
to say that our condition is so eligible there is no- 
thing to be wished. Neither the order of nature nor 
the allotments of Providence afford perfect content, 
and it would be absurd to expect in our politics 
what is denied in the laws of our being. The na- 
tions with whom we have intercourse have, with- 
out exception, more or less restricted their com- 
merce. They have framed their regulations to 
suit their real or fancied interests. The code of 
France is as full of restrictions as that of England. 
We have regulations of our own, and they are 
unlike those of any other country. Inasmuch as 
the interests and circumstances of nations vary so 
essentially, the project of an exact reciprocity on 
our part isa vision. What we desire is, to have, 
not an exact reciprocity, but an intercourse of mu- 
tual benefitand convenience. It has scarcely been 
so much as insinuated that the change contem- 
plated will be a profitable one—that it will enable 
us to sell dearer and to buy cheaper; on the con- 
trary, we are invited to submit to the hazards and 
losses of a conflict with our customers—to engage 
in a contest of self-denial. For what? To obtain 
better markets? No such thing; but to shut up, 
forever, if possible, the best market we have for 
our exports, and to confine ourselves to the dearest 
and scarcest markets for our imports; and this is 
to be done for the benefit of trade, or, as it is some- 
times more correctly said, for the benefit of France. 
This language is not a little inconsistent and 
strange from those who recommend a non-import- 
ation agreement, and who think we should even 
renounce the sea, and devote ourselves to agricul- 
ture. Thus, to make our trade more free, it is to 
be embarrassed and violently shifted from one 
country to another; not according to the interest 
of the merchants, but the visionary theories and 
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capricious rashness of the legislators. 
trade better, it is to be made nothing. 


To make 


the tendency of the system of discrimination to re- 
dress and avenge all our wrongs, and to realize all 


So far as commerce and navigation are regard- | our hopes. 


ed, the pretences for this contest are confined to two. 
We are not allowed to carry manufactured articles 
to Great Britain, nor any products, except of our 
own growth, and we are not permitted to go, with 
our own vessels, to the West Indies. ‘The former, 
which is a provision of the Navigation Act, is of 
little importance to our iuteresls, as our trade is 
chiefly a direct one; our shipping not being equal 
to the carrying for other nations; and our manu- 
factured articles are not furnished in quantitics 
for exportation, and if they were, Great Britain 
would not be a customer. So far, therefore, the 
restriction is rather nominal than real. The ex- 
clusion of our vessels from the West Indies is of 
more importance. When we propose to make an 
effort to force a privilege from Great Britain, 
which she is loth to yield to us, it is necessary to 
compare the value of the object with the effort, 
and, above all, to calculate very warily the proba- 
bility of success. A trivial thing deserves not a 
great exertion; much less ought we to stake a 
very great good in possession for a slight chance 
of a less good. The carriage of one half the ex- 
ports and imports to and from the British West 
Indies, is the object to be contended for. Onr 
whole exports to Great Britain are to be hazarded. 
We sell on terms of privilege and positive favor, 
as it has been abundantly shown, near seven mil- 
lions to the Dominions of Great Britain. We are 
to risk the privilege in this great amount—for 
what? For the freight only of one half the Bri- 
tish West India trade with the United States. It 
belongs to commercial men to calculate the entire 
value of the freight alluded to; but it cannot bear 
much proportion to the amount of seven millions. 
Besides, if we are denied the privilege of carrying 
our articles in our vessels to the islands, we are on 
a footing of privilege in the sale of them. We 
have one privilege, if not two, It is readily ad- 
mitted that it is a desirable thing to have our ves- 
sels allowed to go to the English islands, but the 
value of the object has its limits; and we go un- 
questionably beyond them, when we throw our 
whole exports into confusion, and run the risk of 
losing our best markets, for the sake of forcing a 
permission to carry our own products to one of 
those markets; in which, too, it should be noticed, 
we sell much less than we do to Great Britain 
herself. If to this we add, that the success of the 
contest is grounded on the sanguine and passionate 
bypothesis of our being able to starve the island- 
ers, which, on trial, may prove false, and which 
our being involved in the war would overthrow 
at once, we may conclude, without going further 
into the discussion, that prudence forbids our en- 
gaging in the hazards of a commercial war; that 
great things should not be stated against such as 
are of much less value; that what we possess 
should not be risked for what we desire, without 
great odds in aur favor; still less, if the chanco is 
infinitely against us. 

If these considerations should fail of their effect, 
it will be neccssary to go into an examination of 


It has been avowed that we are to look to 
France, not to England, for advantagcs in trade ; 
we are to show our spirit, and to manifest towards 
those who are called enemies the spirit of enmity, 
and towards those we call friends something more 
than passive good will; we are to take active 
measures to force trade out of its accustomed chan- 
nels, and to shift it by such means from England 
to Frauce. The care of the concerns of the 
French manufacturers may be left, perhaps, a3 
well in the hands of the Convention, as to be 
usurped into our own. However our zeal might 
engage us to interpose, our duty to our own imme- 
diate constituents demands all our attention. To 
volunteer it, in order to excite competition in one 
foreign nation to supplant another, isa very strange 
business; and to do it, as it has been irresistibly 
proved it will happen, at the charge and cost of 
our own citizens, is a thing equally beyond all jus- 
tification and all axample. What is it but to tax 
our own people for a time, perhaps for a long 
time, in order that the French may at last sell as 
cheap as the English?—cheaper they cannot, nor 
is it so much as pretended. The tax will be a loss 
to us, and the fancied tendency of it not a gain to 
this country, in the event, but to France. We 
shall pay more for a time, and in the end pay no 
less; for no object but that onc nation may ro- 
ceive our moncy instead of the other. If this is 
gencrous towards France, it is not just to Ameri- 
ca; it is sacrificing what we owe to our constitu- 
ents, to what we pretend to feel towards strangers. 
We have indeed heard a very ardent profession of 
gratitude to that nation, and infinile reliance seems 
to be placed on her readiness to sacrifice her inte- 
rest to ours. The story of this generous strife 
should be left to ornament fiction. This is not the 
form nor the occasion to discharge our obligations 
of any sort to any foreign nation; it concerns not 
our feclings but our intcrests, yet the debate has 
often soared high above the smoke of business into 
the epic region. The market for tobacco, tar, tur- 
pentine and pitch, has become matter of sentiment, 
and given occasion alternately to rouse our cour- 
age and our gratitude. 

If, instead of hexameters, we prefer discussing 
our relation to foreign nations in the common lan- 
guage, we shall not find that we are bound by 
treaty to establish a preference in favor of the 
French. The treaty is founded on a professed re- 
ciprocity—favor for favor. Why is the principle 
of treaty or no treaty made so essential, when the 
favor we are going to give is an act of supercroga- 
tion? It is not expected by one of the nations in 
treaty ; for Holland has declared, in her treaty with 
us, that such preferences are the fruitful source of 
animosity, embarrassment, and war. The French 
have set no such example. They discriminate, in 
their late Navigation Act, not as we are cxhorted 
to do, between nations in treaty and not in treaty, 
but between nations at war and not at war with 
them ; so that, when peace takes place, England will 
stand by that act on the same ground with ourselves 
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Mr. Ames proceeded to show, that if we expect 
by giving favor to get favor in return, it is impro- 
per to make a law. The business belongs to 
the Executive, in whose hands the Constitution 
has placed the power of dealing with foreign na- 
tions. He noticed its singularity to negotiale 
legislatively—to make by a law half a bargain, 
expecting a French Jaw would make the other. 
He remarked that the footing, of treaty or no 
treaty, was different from the ground taken by the 
mover himself in supporting his system. He had 
said favor for favor was principle. Nations not 
in treaty grant favors—those in treaty restrict our 
trade. Yet the principle of discriminating in 
favor of nations in treaty, was not only inconsist- 
ent with the declared doctrine of the mover and 
with facts, but it is inconsistent with itself. Na- 
tions not in treaty are so very uncqually operated 
upon by the resolutions, it is absurd to refer them 
to one principle. Spain and Portugal have no 
treaties with us, and are not disposed to have. 
Spain would not accede to the treaty of commerce 
between us and France, though she was invited; 
Portugal would not sign a treaty after it had been 
discussed and signed on our part. They have few 
ships or manufactures, and do not feed their Colo- 
nies from us; of course there is little for the dis- 
crimination to operate upon. The operation on 
nations in treaty is cqually a satire on the princi- 
ple of discrimination, Sweden, with whom we 
have a treaty, duties rice higher, if borne in our 
bottoms, than in her own. France does the like, 
in respect to tobacco, two and a half livres the 
quintal, which iu effect prohibits our vessels to 
freight tobacco, as the duly is more thau the 
freight. He then remarked on the French Navi- 
gation Act, the information of which had been 
given to the House since the debate began. He 
said the mover had, somewhat unluckily, proposed 
to except from this system nations having no 
Navigation Acts, in which case France would be- 
come the subject of unfriendly discrimination as 
well as Great Britain. 

He remarked on the disposition of England to 
settle a commercial treaty, and adverted to the 
known desire of the Marquis of Lansdowne, (then 
Prime Minister,) in 1783, to form such an one on 
the most liberal principles. The history of that 
business, and the causes which prevented its con- 
clusion, ought to be made known to the public. 
The powers given to our Ministers were revoked, 
and yet we hear that no such disposition on the 
part of Great. Britain has existed. The declara- 
tion of Mr. Pitt in Parliament, in June, 1792, as 
well as the correspondence with Mr. Hammond, 
show a desire to enter upon a negotiation. The 
statement of tho report on the privileges and re | 
strictions of our commerce, that Great Britain has | 
shown no inclination to meddle with the subject, 
seems to be incorrect. After tracing the operation 
of the resolution on different nations, he examined 
the supposed tendency to dispose Great Britain to 
settle an equitable treaty with this country. He 
asked whether those who held such language to- 
wards that nation as he heard, could be supposed 
tu desire a treaty and friendly connexion? It 
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scemed to be thought a merit to express hatred. 
It is common and natura) to desire to annoy and 
to crush those whom we hate, but it is somewhat 
singular to pretend that the design of our anger is 
to embrace them. The tendency of angry mea- 
sures lo friendly dispositions and arrangements is 
not obvious. We affect to believe that we shall 
quarrel ourselves into their good will—that we 
shall beat a new path to peace and friendship with 
Great Britain, one that is grown up with thorns, 
and lined with men-traps and spring-guns. It 
should be called the war-path. 

To do justice to the sulject, its promised advan- 
tages should be examined. Exciting the compe- 
tition of the French is to prove an advantage to 
this country, by opening a new market with that 
nation. This is scarcely intelligible. If it means 
anything, it is an admission that their market is 
not a good one, or that they have not taken mea- 
sures to favor our traffic with them. In either 
case our system is absurd, The balance of trade 
is against us, and in favor of England. But the 
resolutions can only aggravate the evil, for, by 
compelling us to buy dearer and sol cheaper, the 
balance will be turned still more against our coun- 
try. Neither is the supply from France less the 
aliment of luxury than that from England. Their 
excess of credit is an evil which we pretend to 
cure: by checking the natural growth of our own 
capital, which is the undoubted tendeney of re- 
straining trade, the progress of the remedy is thus 
delayed. If we will trade, there must be capital. It 
is best to have it of our own; if we have it not, 
we must depend on credit. Wealth springs from 
the profits of employment, and the best writers on 
the subject establish it, that employment is in, pro- 
portion to the capital that is to excite and reward 
it. 

To strike off credit, which is the substitute for 
capital, if it were possible to do it, would so far 
stop employment. Fortunately, it is not possible; 
the activity of individual industry eludes the mis- 
judging power of Governments, The resolutions 
would, in effect, increase the demand for credit, 
as our products selling for less in a new market, 
and our imports being bought dearer, there would 
be less money and more need of it. Necessity 
would produce credit. Where the laws are strict, 
it will soon find its proper level; the uses of credit 
will remain, and the evil will disappear. 

But the whole theory of balances of trade, of 
helping it by restraint, and protecting it by sys- 
tems of prohibition and restriction against foreign 
nations, as well as the remedy for credit, are 
among the exploded dogmas which are equally 
refuted by the maxims of science and the author- 
ity of time. Many such topics have been advanced 
which were known to exist as prejudices, but were 
not expected as arguments. It seems to be be- 
lieved that the liberty of commerce is of some 
value. Although there are restrictions on one side, 
there will be some liberty left; counter restric- 
tions, by diminishing that liberty, are in their na- 
ture aggravations, and not remedies. We com- 
plain of the British restrictions as of a millstone ; 
our own system will be another, so that our trade 
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may hope to be situated between the upper and the 
nether millstone. 

On the whole, the resolutions contain two great 
principles. To control trade by law, instead of 
leaving it to the better management of the mer- 
chants, and the principle of a samptuary law. To 
play the tyrant in the counting-house, and in di- 
recting the private expenses of our citizens, are 
employments equally unworthy of discussion. 

Besides the advantages of the system, we have 
been called to another view of it, and which seems 
to have less connexion with the merits of the dis- 
cussion, The acts of States and the votes of public 
bodies, before the Constitution was adopted, and 
the votes of the House since, have been stated as 
grounds for our assent to this measure at this time. 
To help our own trade, to repel any real or sup- 
posed attack upon it, cannot fail to prepossess the 
mind; accordingly,.the first feelings of every man 
yield to this proposition. But the sober judgment 
on tke tendency and reasonableness of the inter- 
medling of Government, often does, and probably 
ough: still oftener, to change our impressions. On 
a second view of the question, the man who voted 
formerly for restrictions may say, much has been 
done under the new Constitution, and the good 
effects are yet making progress. * The necessity of 
measures of counter restriction will appear to him 
much less urgent, and their efficacy in the present 
turbulent state of Europe infinitely less to be re- 
lied on. Far from being inconsistent in his con- 
duct, consistency will forbid his pressing the ex- 
periment of his principle under circumstances 
which baffle the hopes of its success. But if so 
much stress is laid on former opinions in favor of 
this measure, how happens it that there is so little 
on that which now appears against it. Not one 
merchant has spoken in favor of it in this body ; not 
one navigating or commercial State has patron- 
ized it. 

Mr. Axes then entered pretty fully into the 
consideration of the absolute dependence of the 
British West India islands on our supplies. He 
admitted that they cannot draw them so well and 
so cheap from any other quarter; but this is not 
the point. Are they physically dependent? Can 
we starve them? And may we reasonably expect 
thus to dictate to Great Britain a free admission 
of our vessels into her islands? He went into de- 
tails to prove the negative. Beef and pork sent 
from the now United States to the British West 
Indies, 1773, 14,998 barrels. In the war time, 1780, 
ditto from England, 17,795. At the end of the 
war, 1783, 16,526. Ireland exported, on an ave- 
rage of seven years, prior to 1777, 250,000 barrels. 
Salted fish the English take in abundance, and 
prohibit it from us. Butter and cheese from Eng- 
land and Ireland are but latcly banished even from 
our markets. Exports from the now United 
States, 1778: horses, 2,768; cattle, 1,203; sheep 
and hogs, 5,320. Twenty-two years prior to 1791, 
were exported from England to all parts, 29,131 
horses. Ireland, on an average of seven years, to 
1779, exported 4,040 live stuck, exclusive of hogs. 
The coast of Barbary, the Cape de Verds, &c., 
supply sheep and cattle. The islands, since the 


war, have increased their domestic supplics to a 
great degree. The now United States exported 
about 130,000 barrels of flour in 1773 to the West 
Indies; Ireland, by grazing less, could supply 
wheat; England also usually exports it, she also 
imports from Archangel. Sicily and the Barbary 
States furnish wheat in abundance. 

We are deceived when we fancy we can starve 
foreign countries. France is reckoned to consume 
grain at the rate of seven bushels to each soul: 
twenty-six millions of souls, the quantity 182 mil- 
lions of bushels. We export, to speak in round 
numbers, five or six millions of bushels to all the 
different countries which we supply ; a trifle, this, 
to their wants. Frugality is a greater resource. 
Instead of seven bushels, perhaps two could ‘be 
saved by stinting the consumption of the food of 
cattle, or by the use of other food. Two bushels 
saved to each soul, is fifty-two millions of bushels, 
a quantity which the whole trading world perhaps 
could not furnish. Rice is said to be prohibited 
by Spain and Portugal to favor their own. Brazil 
could supply their rice instead of ours. Lumber— 
he stated the danger of despising Canada and No- 
va Scotia too much as rivals in the West India 
supply, especially the former. The dependence 
the English had placed on them some years ago 
had failed, partly because we entered into compe- 
tition with them on very superior terms, and part- 
ly because they were then in an infant state. They 
are now supposed to have considerably more than 
doubled their numbers since the peace; and if, in- 
stead of having us for competitors for the supply, 
as before, we should shut ourselves out by refusing 
our supplies or being refused entry for thein, those 
two Colonies would rise from the ground: at least 
we should do more to bring it about than the Eng- 
lish Ministry had been able to do, In 1772, 679 
vessels, the actual tonnage of which was one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight thousand, were employed 
in the West India trade from Great Britain. They 
were supposed, on good ground, to be but half 
freighted to the islands; they might carry lumber, 
and the freight supposed to be deficient would be, 
at 40s, sterling the ton, £128,000. Thissum would 
diminish the extra charge of carrying lumber to 
the islands. But is lumber to be had? Yes, in 
Germany, and from the Baltic. It is even cheaper 
in Europe than our own. Besides which, the hard 
woods used in mills are abundant in the islands. 
We are told they can sell their rum only to the 
United States: this concerns not their subsistence, 
but their profit. Examine it, however. In 1778, 
the now United States took near three millions 
gallons rum. The remaining British Colonies, 
Newfoundland, and the African Coast, have con- 
siderable demand for this article. The demand of 
Treland is very much on the increase. It was, in 
1768, 530,000 gallons; 1770, 1,558,000 gallons; 
1778, 1,729,000 gallons. 

Thus we sce a total stoppage of the West India 
trade could not starve the islanders. It would af- 
fect us deeply ; we should lose the sale of our pro- 
ducts and of course not gain the carriage in our 
own vessels. The object of the contest would be 
no nearer ourrcach than before. Instead, however, 
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of a total stoppage of the intercourse, it might 
happen that each nation prohibiting the vessels of 
the other, some third nation would earry on the 
traffic in its own bottoms. While this measure 
would disarm our system, it would make it recoil 
upon ourselves, It would in effect operate chiefly 
to obstruct the sale of our producta. If they should 
remain unsold, it would be so much dead loss; or 
if the effect should be to raise the price on the con- 


sumers, it would either lessen the consumption or | 


raise up rivals in the supply. The contest as it 
respects the West India trade is in every respect 
against us. To embarrass the supply from the 
United States, supposing the worst as it regards 
the planters, can do no more than enhance the 
price of sugar and coffee, and other products. The 
French islands are now in ruins, and the English 
planters have an increased price and double de- 
mand in consequence. While Great Britain con- 
fined the Colony trade to herself, she gave to the 
Colonists in return a monopoly in her consumption 
of West India articles. The extra expense arising 
from the severest operation of our system, is already 
provided against two-fold. Like other charges on 
the products of labor and capital, the burden will 
fall on the consumer. The luxurious and opulent 
consumer in Europe will not regard and perhaps 
will not know the increase of price nor the cause 
of it. The new settler who clears his land and 
sells the lumber, will feel any convulsion in the 
market more sensibly without being able to sus- 
tain it at-all, Itis a contest of wealth against want; 
of self-denial, between Juxury and daily subsistence, 
that we provoke with so much confidence of suc- 
cess, A man of experience in the West India trade 
will see this contrast more strongly than it is pos- 
aible to represent it. 

Onc of the excellencies for which the measure 
is recommended is, that it will affect our imports. 
What is offered as an argument is really an ob- 
jection. Who will supply our wants? Our own 
manufactures are growing, and it is a subject of 
greal sutisfaclion that they are. But it would be 
wrong to overrate their capacity to clothe us. The 
same number of inhabitants require more and 
more, because wealth increases. Add to this the 
rapid growth of our numbers, and perhaps it will 
be correct to estimate the progress of manufactures 
as only keeping pace with that of our increasing con- 
sumption and population. It follows that we shall 
continue to demand in future to the amount of our 
present importation. Itis not intended by the re- 
solutions that we shall import from England, Hol- 
land and the North of Europe do not furnish a suf- 
ficient variety or sufficient quantity for our con- 
sumption. It is in vain to look to Spain, Portugal, 
and the Italian States. Weare expected to depend 


mine the ground of this dependence without ad- 
verting to the present situation of that country. 
It is a subject upon whieh I practise no disguise, 
but I do not think it proper to introduce the poli- 
ties of France into this discussion. If others ean 
find in the scenes that, pass there, or in the princi- 
ples and agents that direct them, proper subjects 
for amiable names and sources of joy and hope in 


the prospect, I have nothing to say to it. Itis an 
amusement which it is not my intention either 
to disturb or to partake ef. I turn from these hor- 
rors to examine the condition of France in respect 
to manufacturing capital and industry, In this 
point of view, whatever political improvements 
may be hoped for, it cannot escape observation, 
that it presents ouly a wide field of waste and de- 
solation. Capital, which used to be food for manu- 
factures, is become their fuel. What once nour- 
ished industry, now lights the fires of civil war, 
and quickens the progress of destruction. France 
lis like a ship, with a fine cargo, buming to the 
water's edge, she may be built upon anew, and 
freighted with another cargo, and it will be time 
enough when that shall be, to depend cn a part of 
it for our supply; at present, and for many yeurs, 
she will be not so much a furnisher as a consumer. 
It is therefore obvious, that we shall import our 
supplies either directly or iudircetly from Great 
Britain. Any obstruction to the importation will 
raise the price which we who consume must bear, 
That part of the argument which rests on the 
supposed distress of the British manufacturers in 
consequence of the loss of our market, is in every 
view unfounded They would not lose the market 
in fact, and if they did, should we prodigiously 
exaggerate the importance of our consumption to 
the British workmen? Important it doubtless ts, 
but a little attention will expose the extreme folly 
of the opinion, that they would be bronght to our 
feet by a trial of our self-denying spirit, England now 
supplants France in the important Levant trade, 
in the supply of manufactured goods to the Bast 
and in a great measure to the West Indies, to 
Spain, Portugal, and their dependencies, Her trade 
with Russia has of late vastly increased ; and she 
is treating for a trade with China; so that the new 
demands of English manufactures, consequent upon 
the depression of France as a rival, has amounted 
to much more than the whole American importation, 
which is not three millions. 
Brilish manufactures exported 


in 1773, amounted to - - £9,417,000 
1774 - - - - 10,556,000 
1775 - - - - 10,072,000 
1789 - - - - 13,779,000 
1790 - - - - 14.921,000 
1791 - - - - 16,810,000 
1792 - - 18,310,000 


The ill effect of a system of restriction and pro- 
hibition in the West Indies has been noticed alrea- 
dy. The privileges allowed to our exports to 
England may be withdrawn, and prohibitory or 
high duties imposed. Mr. A. observed that not one 
of our articles is a monopoly, and noticed the effect 


| of counter regulations on our products. He advert- 
principally upon France; it is impossible to exa- ; 


ed particularly to pot and pearl ashes, and observed 
on the value of the extensive sale of that article, as 
it advanees the clearing and settlement of our new 
lands; he said, the hest encouragement for agricul- 
ture is a good market. 

The system before us is a mischief that goes to 
the root of our prosperity. The merchants will 
suffer by the schemes and projects of a new theory. 
Great numbers were ruined by the convulsions 
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of 1775. ‘They are an order of citizens deserving | are expected to excite her to supplicate our friend- 


better of Government than to be involved in new 
confusions. It is wrong to make our trade wage 
yar for our polities, It is now searcely said that 
it is a thing to be sought for but a weapon to fight 
with. To gain our approbation to the system, we 
are told it isto be gradually established; in that 
case, it will be unavailing, It should be begun 
with in all its strength, if we think of starving the 
islands. Drive them suddenly and by surprise to 
extremity, if yon would dictate terms, but they 
will prepare against a long-expected failure of our 
supplies. 

Our nation will be tired of suffering loss and em- 
barrassment for the French. The rice growers 
and tobaeco planters of the South will be, and 
ought to be, soon weary of a contest which they 
are told is to benefit ship owners ofthe East. The 
struggle, so painful te ourselves, so ineffectual 
against England, will be renounced, and we shall 
sit down with shame and loss, with disappointed 
passions and aggravated complaints. War, which 
would then snit our feelings, would not suil our 
weakness, We might perhaps fiud some Euro- 
pean Power willing to make war on England, and 
we wight be permitted by a strict alliance to par- 
take the misery and the dependence of being a 
subaltern in the quarrel. The happiness of this 
situation seems to be in view when the system be- 
fore us is avowed to be the instrument of aveng- 
ing our political resentments. Those who affect 
to dread foreign influence will do well to avoid a 
partnership in European jealousies and rivalships. 
Courting the friendship of the one, and provoking 
the hatred of the other, is dangerous to our real in- 
dependence; for it would compel America to throw 
herself into the arms of the one for protection 
against the other, Then foreign influeuce, perni- 
cious as it is, would be sought for, and though it 
should be shunned, it could not be resisted. Thecon- 
nexions of trade form ties between individuals 
and produce little control over Government. They 
are the ties of peace, and are neither corrupt nor 
corrupting. 

In the course of his speech, Mr. A. adverted to 
the danger of cutting off a part of the publie reve- 
nue by the operation of the proposed regulations. 

He remarked upon the hostile tendency of the 
resolutions; we hive happily escaped from a state 
of the most imminent danger to our peace. A 
false step would lose all the security for its con- 
tinuanee which we owe at this moment to the con- 
duct of the Prestperr. What is to save us from 
war: not our own power which inspires terror; 
not the gentle and forbearing spirit of the Powers 
of Europe at this crisis; not the weakness of Eng- 
land; nor her affection for ihis country ; if we be- 
leve the assurance of gentlemen on the other 
side. What is it (hen? tis the interest of Great 
Britain to have America for a customer, rather than 
an enemy. And it is precisely that interest which 
gentlemen are so eager to take away, and to trans- 
fer to France. And what is stranger still, they say 
they rely on that operation as a means of produc- 
ing peace with the Indians and Algerines. The 
wounds infleted on Great Britain by our enmity. 


ey 


ship and to appease us by soothing the animosity of 
our enemies. 

What is to produce effects so mystical, s0 oppo- 
site to the nature, so much exceeding the efficacy of 
their pretended eanses? This wonder-working 
Paper on the table, is the weapon of terror and 
destruction—like the writing on Belshazzar’s wall, 
it is to strike parliaments and nations with dismay. 
It is to be stronger than fleets against pirates, or 
than armies against Indians, After the examination 
it has undergone, eredulity itself will laugh at these 
pretensions, 

We pretend to expect not by the force of our 
restrictions, but by the mere show of our spiril, to 
level all the fences that have guarded for ages the 
monopoly of the Colony trade. 

The repeal of the Navigation Act of England, 
which is cherished as the palladium of her safety, 
which time has rendered venerable and prosperity 
eudeared to her people, is to be extorted from her 
fears of a weaker nation, It is not to be yielded 
freely, but siolently torn from her; and yet the 
idea of a struggle to prevent indignity and ‘loss, is 
considered as a chimera too ridiculous for sober 
refutation. She will not dare, say they, to resent 
it, and gentlemen have pledged themselves for the 
certain success of the attempt; what is treated as 
a phantom is vouched by fact. Her Navigation 
Act is known to have caused an immediate con- 
test with the Dutch, and four desperate sea-fights 
ensued, in consequence, the very year of its pas- 
sage. How far it is an act of aggression fora neu- 
tral nation to assist the supplies of one neighbor, 
and to annoy and distress another, at the erisis of 
a contest between the two, whieh strains their 
strength to the utmost, is a question which we 
might not agree in deciding. But the tendency of 
such unreasonable partiality, to exasperate the 
spirit of hostility against the intruder, cannot be 
doubted. The language of the French Govern- 
ment would not soothe this spirit, 

It proposes, on the sole condition of a political 
connexion, to extend to us a part of their West In- 
dix commerce. The coincidence of our measures 
with their invitations, however singular, needs no 
comment, Of all men, those are least consistent, 
who believe in the efficacy of the regulations, and 
yet affect to ridicule their hostile tendency. Ta the 
commercial conflict say they, we shall surely pre- 
vail, anl effectually humble Great Britain. In open 
war we are tae weaker, and shall be brought into 
danger, if not to ruin. It depends, therefore, ac- 
cording to their own reasoning, on Great Britain 
herself, whether she will persist in a straggle which 
will disgrace and weaken her, or turn it iuto a war 
which will throw the shame and ruin upon her an- 
tagonist. The topies which furnish argument to 
show the danger to our peace from the resolutions, 
are too fruitful to be exhausted. But without pur- 
suing them further, the experience of mankind has 
shown that commercial rivalships, which spring 
from mutual efforts for monopoly, have kindled 
more wars and wasted the earth more than the 
spirit of conquest, 

He hoped we shonid show by our vote, that we 
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deem it better policy to feed nations than to starve 
them, and that we should never be so unwise as 
to put our good customers into a situation to be 
forced to make every exertion to do without us. 
By cherishing the arts of peace, we shall acquire, 
and we are actually acquiring the strength and re- 
sources for a war. Instead of seeking treatics, we 
ought to shun them, for the later they shall be form- 
ed, the better will be the terms— we shall have 
more to give and more to withhold. We have not 
yet taken our proper rank, nor acquired that con- 
sideration, which will not be refused us if we per- 
sist in prudent and pacific counsels, if we give time 
for our strength to mature itself, Though America 
is rising with a giant’s strength, ils bones are yet 
but cartilages. By delaying the beginning of a 
conflict, we insure the victory, 

By voting out the resolutions, we shall show to 
our own citizens, and fureign nations, that our pru- 
dence has prevailed over our prejudices, that we 
prefer our interests to our resentments, Let us 
assert a genuine independence of spirit; we shall 
Le false to our duty and feelings as Americans, if 
we bascly descend to a servile dependence on 
France or Great Britain. 

When Mr. Ames had concluded, the Committee 
rose, and had leave to sit again, 


Tuespay, January 28. 


A memorial of the Delegates from the ‘several 
Socicties formed in different parts of the United 
States, for promoting the abolition of slavery, in 
Convention assembled, at Philadelphia, on` the 
first instant, was presented to the [louse and read, 
praying that Congress may adopt such measures 
as may be the most effectual and expedient for the 
abolition of the slave trade. Also a memorial of 
the Providence Society for abolishing the slave 
trade, to the same effect. 

Ordered, That the said memorials be referred to 
Mr Taumravct, Mr. Warp, Mr. Gites, Mr. TALBOT, 
and Mr. Grove; that they do examine the matter 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 

A petition of Philip Peckham, of Providence, in 
the State of Rhode Island, was presented to the 
House and read, praying compensation for his 
services in supcrintending the building and repairs 
of boats, employed by order of Major General Sul- 
livan, for the use of the American Army, during 
the late war. 

Ordered, That the said petition be rererred to 
the Secretary of War, with instruction to exa- 
mine the same, and report his opinion thereupon 
to the Jouse. 


FRENCH REFUGEES. 


A petition of Peter Gauvain and Louis Du- 
bourg, in behalf of the French refugees of Cape 
François, now at Baltimore, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that Congress will specd- 
ily decide on the memorial of the committee ap- 
pointed by the Legislature of Maryland, to draw 
for, and distribute, the moneys granted by that 


State for the relicf of the French 
the Island of St. Domingo. 

Mr. Murray moved that it should be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, along with the report of the select com- 
mittee upon it. He thought it would be an act of 
humanity to relieve the persons mentioned in the 
petition, And if that was improper, he thought 
that the next greatest act of humanity which could 
be done, was to relieve them from suspense. 

Mr. Ciark was of opinion that the matter 
should be instantly taken up, as the fund for their 
relief expired on the 2d of February next, 

Mr. Hunter, from South Carolina, mentioned 
a remarkable exertion of benevolence respecting 
persons of this kind, which had taken place in that 
State. The motion was agreed to, and the House 
directly resolved itself into a Committee on the 
question. 

It was then moved and seconded, that the Prr- 
SIDENT be authorized to pay $10,000 of the publie 
money for the use of the refugees, and to negoti- 
ate the payment of it, with the Ministry of France. 

Mr. Boupinor was convineed, that, by the Con- 
stitution, the House had a right to give it in the 
first instance. He considered the Committee as 
too confined, and thought that it should have com- 
prehended all the people of this sort in North 
America. Many of these people, since Winter sct 
in, must have perished of cold and want in the 
streets of Philadelphia, but for the benevolence of 
some well-disposed people. He urged the Com- 
mittee, in the most pathetic language, to extend 
immediate and effectual relief. 

Mr. S. Smira was confident that Congress 
would be repaid with thanks by the Republic of 
France. He said that a supply of powder and 
ball had been sent from one of the Southern 
States to St. Domingo, and that the price had been 
punctually and thankfully repaid. Santhonax 
and Polverel had been recalled, who were the au- 
thors of all the mischief that had happened. The 
refugees expected to return to their settlements 
before the 1st of May, and they would then be 
very able and very willing to repay the money 
themselves. 

Mr. Sautiz recommended the entering into a 
negotiation with the French Ambassador, for se- 
curing payment of what sum should be voted. 

Mr. Crark hoped that the motion would in- 
stantly pass, In a case of this kind, we were not 
to be tied up by the Constitution. Were Alge- 
tines cast upon the mercy of America, in such a 
situation, hc would pay tiem the same tribute of 
humanity. The French Ambassador had re- 
stricted his services to a particular class of people. 
It was not the business of the Fouse, whether the 
refugees at Baltimore were democrats or atisto- 
crats. They were men; and, as such, were enti- 
tled to compassion and to relief. 

Mr. S. Sari, in reply to Mr. Suture, said, that 
Mr. Genet, when solicited on behalf of these peo- 
ple, made answer, that he was not authorized on 
the part of the Republic to give them any thing, 
but sent them $2,000 from himself. 

Mr. Saini replied that Mr. Sıra had mis- 
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taken him; he did not wish to seek money from 
Mr. Genet. But he thought it would be singular 
to give away so large a sum, without endeavoring 
to secure the approbation of the French Minister, 
as a step towards repayment. 

Mr. Dexter had formerly entertained scruples, 
but he now approved the motion. 

Mr. Nicuotas did not approve the motion in: 
its original shape, nor did he like it better by its 
being now altered into a motion for authorizing 
the Presinent to pay the money. Mr. N. ex-; 
pressed, in the strongest and most unequivocal | 
language, his compassion for the sufferers; but, as; 
he had not seen a way pointed out of relieving! 
them, agreeably to the Constitution, he recom- | 
mendel a shorter one. Out of the liberal com- 
pensation which the members of that House re- 
ccived from the country, Le thought that the sum 
wanted might easily be subscribed. TIe did not! 
know whether the Republic would thank ns for’ 
helping them; perhaps they might be accounted | 
rebels, 

Mr. Firzsrmons proposed a second amendment 
of the original motion. 

Mr. Nicuonas replied: If this thing goes down 
at all, it should be as an act of charity, and marked 
in giving, that it is going beyond our power, but 
that, from a knowledge of the universal wish of 
our constituents, and a sense of our general obli- 
gations lo France, we have granted the money. 

Mr. Scorr pressed for the relief in reference to 
the citizens of Baltimore. If they were invaded by 
an army, we certainly would assist them; and 
where is the difference, (added Mr. S,) whether 
they be an army of fighters, or an army of caters. 
We must relieve them, to be sure. 

Mr. S. Smiru said that these distressed pcople ; 
were all women and children, except three old 
men. The boys who were old enough, had been | 
bound apprentices, The men had been enlisted 
by the advice of Mr. Genet, who said the Repub- | 
lic wanted recruits. He had likewise obtained | 
two ships for five hundred of the refugees who ; 
wanted to go to France. Genct was able to do 
nothing more for them, as the $2,000 that he gave, 
were out of his own pocket. It had been alleged, 
that there was no precedent for relieving these 
people. He mentioned two: The Americans in 
captivity at Algiers had been assisted by the Bri- 
tish Consul. Some years ago, the crew of an 
American vessel had been shipwrecked on the 
coast of Portugal. ‘They were assisted with the 
utmost generosity by a private gentleman. In 
both cases, Congress thankfully repaid the money 
advanced. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Nicroxas] had offered his salary, but the idea had 
not been supported, so that it went for nothing. 
And are we, (said Mr. S.,) to stand up here, and 
tell the world that we dare not perform an act of 
benevolence? Is this to be the style of an Amc- 
rivan Congress? The gentleman from Virginia 
had said that perhaps these people would be con- 
sidered as traitors by the Republic. Were women 
and fatherless children to be regarded as traitors ? 
Mr. S. was cxtremely affected, and apologized 
more than once to the House for the warmth with 


t 


which he spoke. He said that himsclf and others 
who had witnessed the scene of distress, were sur- 
prised ; the gentleman did not feel as they did. 

Mr. Mavisun possessed Constitutional scruples. 
He thought that the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. S. Surry) would not have injured his cause 
by a greater moderation of language, nor his credit 
for benevolence by not saying that his sympathy 
arose chiefly from being an eye witness. . 

At last, the Speaxer proposed tu the Commitiee 
an amendment, which met the ideas of the mem- 
bers, and the resolution passed as follows : 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding dol- 
lars be appropriated for the support of such of the 
inhabitants of St. Domingo, resident within the 
United States, as shall be found in want of such 
support. 

That a regular account of the moneys so ex- 
pended be kept; and that the PRESIDENT oF ‘THE 
Uniten Srares be requested to obtain a credit 
therefor, in the accounts between the French Re- 
public and the United States. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill in conformity with the foregoing 
resolution, and providing for the due application 
of the moneys aforesaid; and that Mr. Aves, Mr. 
Tracy, and Mr. Dent, be the said committec. 


COMMERCE WITH THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States in forcign 
countries. 

Mr. Ruruerrorp said: Perhaps too much 
stress hus been laid on the interest of the monent, 
and on the temper of uations. Be that as it may, 
the resolutions in question are truly patriotic, as 
they contemplate, with other objects, placing our 
manufactures in an easy train of progression, and 
retrenching a little some branches of our present 
commerce, and therefore this important business 
seems to resolve itself into two great questions, 
which | shall only keep in view on this occasion. 

First. Is there an excess in any branch of our 
commerce? Secondly. Have these States arrived 
at the proper period for commencing manufac- 
tures? In observing, on this great subject, I shall 
not proceed to minute deductions or abstruse rea- 
sonings. Much debate has already prevailed, and 
no doubt, from motives the most pure and patri- 
otic, and I trust the same purity of intention will 
actuate me at this time. 

I have, through life, been governed by a few 
plain maxims, and perhaps some of these may ap- 
ply in the present case. 

The husbandman who attends with unremitting 
care to his fruit trees or vines, when he discovers 
a branch or shoot drawing too much nourishment, 
he crops the luxuviant growth. And if the farmer 
discovers a disposition in his neighbor to divert 
the attention of his family from the common in- 
terest, and to pocket the fruits of their toil, he 
narrows the ground of future intercourse as far as 
possible with such neighbor. 

I pay the grealest respect to the opinions of 
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gentlemen. In short, I revere their sentiments 
while [ differ with them. 

The United States arc happily independent, 
and, as other nations, are to act a part on the great 
theatre of this world. And I am aware of the 
malignity, envy, jealousy. and all the other fell 
passions, so predominant with uations in general. 
1 am also well aware that the commerce of this 
people is a subject which embraces present and 
remote consequences of the greatest importance ; 


Lack of bread, or other articles which compose 
our supplies, will at all times bring forward pur- 


chasers. No ship navigates the ocean to serve 
United America. Itis interest that stimulates the 
mariner. 


The Eastern Stales are competent to several 
branches of manufacture, and to the production of 
wool, flax, &c. Their habits of economy, patience, 
and industry, are entitled to great praise. 1 con- 
sider them as very respectable branches of the 


and I hope that I shall not incur the imputation of | Union, while I admire that spirit of enterprise 
vanity, in saying that I am second to very few, in| conspicuous in their brave citizens. But if their 
a tender and paternal regard for the well-being of! scene of action should be a little circumscribed, 
this our common country. | they can be usefully employed at their peaceful 

All temporal things are subject to excess, and | homes, in the enjoyment of every domestic com- 
the people, by their representatives, have a right | fort. 
to judge when the tide, even of commerce, 18| The Middle States are productive of iron and 
verging to a dangerous and destructive channel. | other things necessary, aud are prosecuting some 
Aud shall not this great and growing country ex- ; manufactures with effect. They have from the first 
ert a timely and cautious prudence against the: been engaged in manufactures. Pennsylvania, I 
selfish poliey of any nation? Surely, the Ameri- | well remember, has long attended to manufac- 
can people may pursue such measures as appear: tures, and to the comfort of her artificers, which 
to be for the advantage of their free citizens with- | has conduced to the present opulence and real in- 
out incurring the resentment of any. But if, in ; dependence of her citizens. My recollection takes 
despite of the purest intentions, and of justice and. in the first manly growth of this State: look to it 
moderation, a malignant and hostile temper in! now. Behold what the majesty of the people is 
any, should be the result, it is the duty ofa great and | acting and doing for the common weal! Then 
generous people to meet the event with firmness, an | why hesitate, and thus timidly look to others for 
indignant contempt, and to prepare for the worst. | what is here attainable ? 

1 confess that I consider the genius of com-! The Southern States produce cotton and other 
merce almost as a divinity, yet I cannot expand | necessary articles, and are susceptible of great im- 
my faith with those who contend that it may rush | provement in manufactures, as great numbers of a 
against and overturn all the fences of reason, and ı certain description that are for the most part idle, 


in the end regulate itself. A position to me as 
incongruous, as that the atoms innumerable, which 
fluat in our atmosphere, shall at last adhere, and 
form an intelligent being. 


| may be usefully and advantageously employed. 

| ne State on the Southwestern fronticr can 
i supply all nations with hemp, and it might per- 
haps be of public utility to encourage the growth 


If circumstances in the course of our commerce | of this valuable article, as well as some particular 
are, in some measure against us, and which few į branch of manufacture. 
deny, the longer this subtle evil prevails. the more} Why should the American citizens, possessed of 
arduous the task in removing it; habits of long | the most fertile and extensive Continent, wish to 
standing are very obstinate. We shall be told | act like those confined within very narrow limits? 
from time to time, that the periid is not yet, when , Let us cast our eyes to one of those great com- 
American manufactures may be introduced. It is | mercial nations. View their preposterous naval 
natural for man to entertain a pleasing desire to | armaments. Are not their subjects oppressed and 
remain on his native spot, and this will be the | bowed down with taxes’? But can this oppres- 
case while the many thousands we support be-| sive burden secure them against an enormous and 
yond the Atlantic can be supplied by us with ma- | fast inereasing public debt? No: nor against 
terials, and fed at home. It is, in my opinion, high ' perpetual conflicts, and the most violent discord 
time to form the basis of our real independence. | with other nations. 
Some of our present commercial councxions are; Shall the great body of American citizens place 
so far on excess, as to endanger the propagation of , all their hopes on the turbulent seas >—bid adieu 
a spirit and opinions repugnant to the freedom ! to every endearing connexion, explore every sea 
and real interest of the greatness of the people, by Jand dangerous coast on the glube—for what? I 
inducing them to believe that they ought impli- ; bow to such intvepidity—such a spirit of enter- 
eitly to concur with those who advocate com- | prise. But what says reason? Stay at home, my 
merece, though in excess, be their motives what /sons, and comfort those with whom you are en- 
they may. [Ít is visionary to hope that all the | dearingly connected, 
agricultural productions of this extensive Conti-| The great art of Government is, to support in 
neut cau always find a market at the islauds in '! comfort the greatest numbers: and therefore, the 
the Atlantic, and those sterile tracts of Europe ; Government of China is considered by many as 
which now receive them, It would afford me ;a very good one, their numbers being exceedingly 
much real pleasure if such were the case—fond | great: These people are zealously attached to the 
as I am of agriculture, and anxiously engaged for | soil of their widely extended cauntry. The na- 
the prosperity of all who are prosecuting that very ; tives of China are not seen in every part of the 
necessary and life-sustaining occupation. ‘habitable earth, nor oa the remotest sas. Upon 
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the whole, it is with me conclusive, that there 
may be dangerous excess even in some commer- 
cial transactions; and that to cherish manufac- 
tures, as far as reason and the state of things dic- 
tate, is politically and absolutely necessary. 

Mr. Forrest rose merely to solicit that the 
question might be put, as enough had been said on 
both sides of it. 

Mr. Murray said, he should feel himself admo- 
nished, by the lateness of this period of the debate, 
and call of the question from his colleague, to 
shorten the remarks which he intended to offer 
against the resolutions, nor would he now presume 
on the indulgence of the Committee, after so much 
had been said, did he not hold it to be the duty of 
a Representative to use every exertion, either to 
oblain a good, or to avert an evil. Tle would en- 
deavor to avoid tiring the Committee with a re- 
petition of what had been so ably stated by those 
with whom he thought, and would leave the clear 
and comprehensive statement of the relative situa- 
tion of our trade towards Great Britain, France, 
and other Powers, to that good sense in the Com- 
mittce, which would find ample consolation in the 
comparison. As his own prejudices, which he 
confessed were heretofore fostered by a defect of 
commercial knowledge, had yielded to the lights 
which his own examination, and that of others, 
had thrown on this question, he entertained a 
hope that others, similarly situated, would candid- 
ly and impartially view a subject, which demand- 
ed a dismission of prejudice and passion, and 
which ought to be tried upon a commercial prin- 
ciple, which was a computing and a comparing 
oue. 

He had early, and for a long time, taken up 
ideas withont. much examination, that the Ameri- 
can commerce suffered from illiberal restrictions, 
and declared that, when the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia first suggested his intentions, the outlines, 
which he so ably drew, met his strongest prepos- 
sessions. If anything from that gentleman, then, 
gave an inauspicious air to the measure he pro- 
posed, it was the eagerness with which he urged 
for an carly and hasty discussion of those resolu- 
tions, which no member could look at, after all 
that had been said, without perceiving that they 
related to the best and largest interests of this 
country: interests which required diligence and 
much reflection to comprehend, and which all the 
passions and all the feclings could by no means do 
justice to in the estimate. They were interests 
that required great coolness to discern, and to mea- 
sure properly. They had resulted from practice 
aud the nature of our situation, and they ought to 
be treated with respect, and innovated on with 
caution. The restrictions contemplated a great 
change of commercial arrangements, bottomed 
both.on presumed commercial injuries, sustained 
under its present regulations, and ou political 
views, which long standing, and recent evils, had 
brought into notice. 

He could not agree, that the commercial ar- 
rangements, at present existing, were the best that 
could possibly exist; nor was he inscnsible to the 


far these resolutions were formed to remedy the 
first, or to remove the last. 

He believed the commercial situation of this 
country, relatively considered, towards the Powers 
of Europe, was now pretty well understood to be 
indebted more to interest than to partiality in any 
of the Powers, 

That it was flourishing, when considered inde- 
pendently of the present war, from which nothing 
certain could be concluded, he had no doubt. 

With respect to the comparative estimate of the 
restrictions and privileges imposed or granted by 
those Powers, or by the United States, he should 
trust the efficacy of the information on that part 
of the question, to the recollection of the Commit- 
tee, and would confine himself to a few points 
which he believed had been but lightly touched 
on by others. He would endeavor to offer some 
remarks that he thought palliated some of the evils 
complained of as grounds of change; and confine 
his views to a few heads of complaint. lt was 
said our commerce was shackled by the British, 
and by the intluence of habit; that our tonnage 
was unequal to our exports; that arrangements 
might be made with other nations, who would give 
us a greater Jatitude and more liberal terms. He 
denied that the commerce of the United States was 
shackled or confined, or that it was restricted un- 
naturally by old Colonial habits, The report of 
the actual tonnage of the United States showed 
us a foreign commerce, employing 289,294 tons. 
Any man who was acquainted with the real state 
of this subject would naturally have concluded, 
from the declarations of gentlemen, that, so inve- 
terately were onr old Colonial habits formed, and 
so iniserably was our commerce confined, this large 
amount of tonnage must have been concentered in 
the ports of Britain or her Colonies, 

The reverse was the truth, and, in support of 
this idea, he would refer to the report. ‘This re- 
port shows that our ships visit every part of the 
world; that there is no place to which American 
enterprises does not convey our various products, 
It is a chart of our maritime genius, extremely 
exhilarating to our pride, and affords the strong- 
est argument against the assertion. It gues be- 
youd controversy; it is a contradiction which 
can be understood by any man who can read. 
There is no resisting its force, when adduced to 
prove, that so far is our commerce from beiug con- 
fined, that the most distant ports and oceans in 
Russia and China, and the Pacific, are its only 
boundaries. It completely illustrates the practi- 
cal, as well as theoretical, independence of Ame- 
rican commerce; for, of the whole amount ot the 
tonuage employed abroad, but sixty-two thousand 
some odd hundreds, go to Britain and its depend- 
encies; there are two hundred and twenty-seven 
thousand tons of this total employed among other 
nations; and Britain, which formerly monopo- 
lized, indecd, our commerce, has now a little more 
than one-fifth of the navigation of the United 
States in her ports. It is true that three-fourths 
of the imports are from thence, and that our ex- 
port to her is not equal to this import; but that 


political evils we had endured, bui he doubted how | deficiency is paid circuitously and to advantage, 
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by bills; for, as the trade is free to leave her, as jects over which we had no certain control. He 
the merchants, actuated by iutcrest, would buy as; would remark, that such a state of navigation, at 
cheap as possible, we are fairly to conclude, that | present, assumed two things as its basis—a great 
they sell some of our raw materials and products | and manifest disproportion between all the branch- 
to more advantage in other ports than hers, but; es of industry dependent on ship-building and 


yet purchase in her’s cheaper; so, the commerce 
must be a beneficial one, or they would naturally 
forsake it. That our exports are grcater to Portu- 
gal, Spain, and the United Provinces, than our 
imports from thence, is a proof that they give good 
prices for our products; but from want of assort- 
ments, or from their manufactures not being as 
saleable here, or as cheap as those from Britain, 
our merchants make up by bills from those places 
on London, to supply the deficiency of the export 
to that port. With respect to predilection for 
Britain, introduced as a ground of consumption, 
he did not believe it existed; certain he was, he 
felt it not himself. He could see nothing in the 
mere exercise of taste, in the consumption of ma- 
niufactures, or preference of what was well manu- 
factured and cheap, that was connected with the 
theory of political sentiment. In this eountry, no 
such predilection for that nation existed; on the 
contrary, he believed the most substantial intc- 
rests of commerce were now at hazard, from the 
very prejudices which were used hy gentlemen 
sometimes to prove the very reverse. As to the 
perfect freedom of trade, and that universal treaty, 
of which the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gives] 
gave us a hint, but no outline, the other day, he 
questioned much if the accidental variance among 
nations, on which substantial differences had been 
moulded by habits, rendered the thing possible, 
and were it possible, whether all young countries 
that were not on even terms of manufacture, and 
ready for a coimpetilion of ingenuity, would not 
suffer extremely by the institution; he was sure 
this would. The idea was a benevolent one, but 
it was not one that could bear practice. On all 
questions in which great and complicated interests 
were under speculation, when habit, and modes of 
life and taste, and an immemorial course of things 
were to be considered, he always wished to see 
much respect paid to the past as well as the exist- 
ing order of such things, as long as the result of 
the whole seemed to be a great and certain share of 
national prosperity. It was, Mr. Murray observed, 
a difficult and hazardous thing to attempt to define 
with precision the particular cause of prosperity ; 
it led to political quackery. We know, however, 
with certainty, that never did a country so rapidly 
move forward to perfection as do the United States 
—that our navigation has increased since the adop- 
tion of this Government, in proportion to other 
branches of trade, and that onr commerce is both 
useful and ornamental, and the instrument of a 
revenue essential to the payment of a debt that we 
must discharge. 

Ile said, the complaint of gentlemen who sup- 
poited the resolutions, that our tonnage was in- 
adeguate to our exports, was in his mind an in- 
considerate and fallacious species of regret. It 
might be a desirable thing were our tonnage equal 
to our exports, but even this would be a good or 
an evil, as it might be connected, or not, with ob- 


navigation, and the other trade; and our power 
of becoming carriers for other nations, which would 
not be the case if maritime powers acted with their 
; accustomed vigilance. Unless the last employ- 
| ment were provided for by the regulations of foreign 
Powers in favor of our ships, the first would be 
a serious evil. He thought it a safe proposition 
to which nothing but wild and crude speculation 
could be opposed, to say, that, as long as our 
right to be the carriers of other nations was not 
submitted to by them, the power to export all the 
raw materials of this country and its products 
would be an evil. ‘This regret of gentlemen, he 
believed, to be, founded on a comparison of this 
branch of trade here and in other maritime coun- 
tries, as Holland, England, and some others. A 
little reflection would, he believed, afford consola- 
| tion, by showing that their comparative superiority 
in the carrying business resulted from a solid 
difference in the situation of these countries, and 
of the United States; nay, that this very superior- 
ity is the result of necessity more than choice; 
a, necessity which the free and happy citizens of 
this rich and abundant country did not feel, and 
which they would not feel for ages, The carrying 
trade of this country will never be equal to its ex- 
ports, till the population of America bears a 
nearer proportion to the lands and the raw mate- 
rials; till each branch of industry is proportion- 
ably supplicd with labor; or the foreign Powers 
admit our carrying trade to a fair competition 


with their own. It is true, that we abound in ar- 
ticles of immense importance to the European 
artist, but they are so extremely bulky and heavy, 
that it is clear our exports require more than 
double the quantity of tonnage that the imports 
demand. The exports are, tobacco, rice, grain of 
all sorts, lumber, pot and pearl ash, and such 
heavy and bulky products; whereas, the imports 
are manufactures, small in bulk, high finished, 
light, portable, and of great value, for the space 
and tonnage they require in transportation. The 
proportion between them both is of value, and not 
of size. The first and great tendency of all things 
here, is towards agriculture and the rougher arts, 
| as lumber-getting, which belongs to agricuiture ; 
the other arts and pursuits are but auxiliary to this 
main body of the national calling. This predis- 
position and tendency will be for ever keeping up 
the ability to furnish the raw and bulky article of 
export, while it irresistibly disfurnishes the ship- 
yard and its dependent arts of that industry which 
would be necessary to complete the power of af- 
fording domestic tonnage equal to the export; that 
is, we can aifurd more labor in the procuring of 
the export, than we can spare to the arts of ship- 
building and navigation. These pursuirs that be- 
long to agriculture and a settled life, are more con- 
genial with our country, where freedom and plenty 
invite to marriage, the rearing of families, and 


the acquisition of lands. At present, he believed 
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the seamen engaged in the foreign American ton- 
nage, to say nothing of the coasting trade and fish- 
cries, which doubled the amount, were more than 
in proportion to the citizens employed in the me- 
chanic and manufacturing trade, making the rela- 
tive proportions between them and England, the 
standard to judge by. 

The tonnage rapidly increased every year; and 
he took it for granted, would observe a due pro- 
portion under its present great encouragement, 
which amounted just to an easy protection to sti- 


mulate ndustry, and secure cheap imports, with- | 


out giving a rash monopoly to that branch of busi- 
ness—and here, he would remark, that under the 
existing regulation, the very best consequence 
flowed in on the consumer. By the additional 
duty of ten per cent. on goods imported in foreign 
bottoms, and the addition of forty-four cents per 
ton, we secured the importation of foreign goods 
to American tonnage, and by this means bought 
cheap; and, by leaving your ports free to foreign 
vessels, under an casy tonnage duty, there is a 
competition kept up in the domestic market for 
those exports, for which the foreign tonnage comes 
into your harbor. Thus, already, we buy cheap 
and sell dearat home. The competition that arises 
in our markets, in consequence of foreign ships 
becoming carriers of the surplus over that to which 
our own tonnage ,is equal, certainly raised the 
price of all things exportable; and a sudden and 
violent check in this order of things would vitally 
affect the agricultural, the lumber, the tobacco, and 
all the more bulky objects of exportation 

It appeared, then, to him, that the anticipation 
of effects from the resolutions, on the point of dis- 
proportion between our exports and tonnage, was 
calculated on a growth of navigation forced, un- 
natural, and pernicious; a growth that would call 
off from other employments the labor which is 
better bestowed as it now is, in increasing our 
ability to furnish, by enlarging the powers of agri- 
culture. 

A sndden alteration which would, for a consider- 
able time check that competition between the 
foreign carrier and our own, for our products, 
would surely do mischief; nor could he sce into 
what line of employment, except the mere carry- 
ing of our exports, would so immense an addition 
to our navigation beled; for, unless foreign Powers 
permit its participation in that branch of trade 
which, from local consideration, has ever been 
deemed so precious to them, the tonnage that con- 
veys the exports, over and above that quantly of 
it necessary to the imports, must return in ballast; 
that is, if the export requires six hundred thousand 
tons, and the imports but three hundred thousand, 
there will be the half of our tonnage employed 
abroad, either in voyages that will but little benefit 
our conntry, which wants internal labor more than 
foreign enterprise, at least of so useless a kind, or 
it will return in ballast. 

But, even admitting its policy, he had no evi- 
dence of the only thing, which, combined with the 
idea of a navy, could render the object attainable, 
he meant the relaxation of the great navigation 
systems in Europe, which secured to their own 


ships, advantages, in which participation was con- 
templated. In the two great scenes, France and 
Great Britain, to which American habits and course 
of business would most probably lead, and from 
whence the manufactures were to be imported, 
the American carrier would find himself, after 
unlading his export, under restrictions which 
would force him to seek distant and circuitous 
trading voyages, or return home in ballast. In 
both these countries, he would find his enterprise 
checked by their respective Navigation Acts—for 
Monsieur Barrere has reported a Navigation Act; 
it hus been adopted by the Convention ; and, as 
far as it respects the carrying trade, precludes us, 
except merely for our own productions. The ar- 
tificial progress of things in France in manufac- 
tures, her political rivalries, and her Colonial rela- 
tions, one would have supposed, would long since 
have pointed out such an imitation of the English 
act. The English act seemed dictated by necessity 
arising from causes, which, somewhat resembling 
those of France, find little analogy in the present 
circumstances of this country. 

When imitation is pointed out to us as a picco 
of policy, it is a duty to view our actual situation 
to discover similitude of principle and causes; and 
to estimate the importance of differences Letween 
national qualities here and in countries of whose 
practice and systems an imitation is proposed. If 
the situations, times, and causes are similar, there 
will be plausible ground. Jf other causes of na- 
tional prosperity, more eligible than those of other 
countries, present themselves to our view, we ought 
to be cautious, certain, and slow to decide. Very 
remarkable differences are palpable here from the 
circumstances that seemed to him to have forced 
the carrying powers of Europe to be such. It was 
important to view them, for political contentment 
would result from a comparison in which we found 
our difference. 

In no country, that Mr. Murray recollected, did 
the history of the carrying trade show us a people 
overflowing with raw materials and natural wealth, 
inhabiting a new, extensive, fertile soil, who be- 
came great carriers. 

Tf we examine the causes that made Venice and 
Genoa, and other free States of Italy, the carriers 
for the West of Europe, through the Straits of 
Gibraltar, to all the States that were rich enough 
to purchase, or refined enough to enjoy the luxu- 
rics of Asia and the Mediterranean, we find them 
small, with no extent of fertility or soil ; and with 
a population overflowing, and disproportioned to 
the land, labor, or its produce, The Uanse-Towns, 
the Dutch and the English, with a few shades of 
difference, were similarly situated when they be- 
came the successors to these Republics in the car- 
rying trade. 

Had all of them abounded in those bulky raw 
materials which arise from a soil like ours, with 
sparse population, with a greater disparity between 
labor and its objects, they never would have been 
the great carrying nations they were. We should 
have seen something like that equipoise of em- 
ployment which the genius of our own country 
leads to; and agriculture at least disputing the 
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pre-eminence with navigation, which in oar country 
ig but her handmaid. 

We have, indeed, seen similar habits and sys- 
tems. ‘The insular position of Great Britain, her 
neighborhood and hostile rivalship wit the Dutch, 
who preceded her in arts and in navigation, 
pointed out the Navigation Act to the Parliament, 
in 1651, as an instrument of resentment—and it 
seemed naturally to arise from her national qual- 
ities. 

But it is observable and important, in considering 
the eause which rendered that act advisable, that, 
notwithstanding her insular situation and her ful- 
ness of inhabitants, there was wanting for half a 
century that co-operation of causes which occurred 
to give it all the efficacy it has been attended with 
since. 

The proportion of British and foreign shipping 
was but little in favor of England till eleven years 
afier the peace of Ryswick; at which period, in 
1697, the British tonnage was 144,000, and the fo- 
reign tonnage 100,000. The ciuses that then 
began forcibly to operate in favor of the British, 
eleven years after, when the British tonnage was 
240,000, and foreign but 45,000, were as irresisti- 
ble as to that effect as they are remote, and for- 
tunately so, from this country. A union with 
Scotland had taken place, and increased her ex- 
ports; the manufactures of the country had re- 
ceived great comparative improvements; the 
American fisheries began to improve; Jamaica, 
which is immensely important to her, and a King- 
dom in itself, became a considerable object; but, 
above all, these independent States, who were 
then very growing Colouies, became felt in the 
scale of national interest, and poured their bulky 
materials into her lap. Without a Colonial system, 
she would not have felt the benefit of her Naviga- 
tion Act. 

With a Colonial system, she, and other countries 
possessed of Colonies, have indueements and em- 
ployment for a disproportion of navigation that this 
country is without, and needs not in her present 
progressive state of all things. And yet the gen- 
tleman’s system looks to a Navigation Act, at a 
time when all is convulsion without, and where 
none, or very few of the causes that have led to 
such a scheme in other countries, are visible in our 
jnternal affairs. For, if we look into our loeal 
situation, we find a most extensive and fertile 
country, sparingly inhabited, and abounding in 
natural wealth. If we look at the English, we find 
contracted territory, redundaney of population, few 
or no raw materials, and seareity of the necessaries 
of life, with large capitals, and the greatest exertion 
of ingenuity in manufactures. 

Importation of manufactures has been our prac- 
tice, and seems, under the present degree, protec- 
tion given to those which are adapted to our in- 
mediate attempts to be our interest. We import 
Ro raw materials scarcely, nor grain, nor necessa- 
ries. They, on the contrary, import almost every 
thing, and manufacture every thing. In short, 
our situation is completely a contrast to theirs, 
and it is a contrast infinitely to our credit and 
comfort. It had led his mind to a full conviction 


that all our powers would gradually ameliorate 
together; and if left, as they have hitherto been, 
more to the exertions of an enterprising spirit and 
freedom, than rigidly directed by speculation and 
theory, they would, in the fulness and seasonable- 
ness of time, accomplish the extent and grandeur of 
| design which nature seems to have destined aa the 
| social and political character of this country. 

He was willing, therefore, to trust as much as 
| possible to the operation of those causes which, 
| whatever they were, had hitherto, uuder a for- 
| tunate neglect, produced effects and a prosperous 

train of things, which perhaps human contrivance 
and speculative wisdom had never attained for us. 
Had they meddled more than they have, they 
might, from the pernicious force of imitation ap- 
plied to a scene which had not its like upon the 
| globe, have thwarted that course of things which 
Í nature pointed out, and which has been successfully 
| pursued. He could not, therefore, feel the force of 
ja system that certainly meant to tamper with a 
| 


condition in which, a very few things excepted, he 
felt satisfied and grateful. He had dwelt the 
longest on the fitness ef a Navigation Act to the 
present cireumstances of this country, as most of 
the arguments of those from whom he differed in 
opinion were drawn from the propriety of adopiing 
something extremely like one. 

But even taking it for granted, which cannot be 
admitted, that these resolutions afford, on gencral 
principles, a well-founded hope of relief from com- 
mercial and navigation restraints, he had no hesi- 
tation iu saying that the present is the very worst 
time to try the solidity of the policy. It was bad, 
as it related to the chance of a war; and there 
was reason to fear that no nation would at this 
moment hold out greit commercial temptations, 
except as a condition of joining in the war. {t was 
bad, as it related to a commercial contest with other 
commercial nations; for where was the nation on 
whom we could rely under such a derangement of 
our trade as this system designs? 

An alteration so great, in navigation, habits, em- 
| ployment of capital, and all sorts of commercial 
| views, had been more reasonable and more practi- 

cable, if a clear necessity for such sacrifices could 
be shown; or if, in yielding to the force of a justly 
excited resentment against the British for insults 
offered to our flag, the gentleman had given us 
į reason to believe that the sources of negotiation 
l had been first exhausted; but there still remains a 
j hope that negotiation and reflection might remedy 
evils whieh neither had been able to prevent. 

' At all events, the meditated change involved 
| interests to our industry not to be hazarded on 
nere commercial theory, unsupported by the very 
| last necessity, It was to be expected that any 
| man who should make an attempt so serions AS 
‘the present, would have come forward, with a 
| statement of advantages to be derived from the 
i change, so great aud so certain as to warrant some 
! hazard in the experiment. That, where he meant 
I to change the stream of commerce and industry 
i from its present bed, and exclude supplies of man- 
| wfactures from one country, he would have pointed 
lout another channel for its current, and have told 
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us precisely the very nation from whose ports the 
new supplies of manufactures were 1o be substi- 
tuted, and on what terms. 

The gentleman who meditated this thorough 
change, ought to have had at least the outline of 
fresh treaties in his hand, for the old were worth 
nothing; he might thus have shown us the only 
ground of expectation that a nation ought to ealeu- 
late on—a view of the interests of such nation with 
which an accommodation of our own might be 
moulded into treaty, But no such thing was 
either conceived or done; indeed, it was imprac- 
ticable at the present time, and his measures ought 
to have waited for a proper time, had they been 
in other respects adapted to our policy and in- 
terests. 

But even allowing times, and the settled state 
of things abroad, to have been at this moment 
such as to permit this measurement of the sober 
interests of all, it would not be useless to inquire 
shortly into the probable ground of treating, sup- 
posing a treaty for instance with France to be 
undertaken in the spirit of those resolutions. He 
would not indulge any of those romantic expecta- 
tions which some seem to place in the affection of 
that, or any other nation on earth. He would look 
steadily at her interests, in order to form an opinion 
of what she would do, and he would measure her 
interests by her own scale—the opinions she had 
ever entertained since she became a great maritime 
Power. Ever since the days of Colbert, France has 
looked on her West Indies as the support of her 
maritime greatness. A jealousy, equal to that of 
any other country, had always appeared in her Co- 
lonial system; and a spirit of monopoly, which her 
interests as a maritime Power, to use the term, 
seemed to inspire. 

The Republic, by their Navigation Act, seem 
determined to adhere to the Colonial system; or, 
if they at all relax, it is but a temporary yielding 
to transient necessity, rather than a principle of 
change, introduced by either a revolution of Go- 
vernment, or real and lasting alterations of their 
interests. Their interests would be the same now 
as heretofore, and that they meant to have a pow- 
erful marine was evident from their Navigation 
Act. 

He did uot believe they would let us into their 
West India trade freely, except under circum- 
stances like the present, which operated on all 
alike, They never did permit a free export from 
their Islands but to the Mother Country, and 
thence circuitously to others; by these means, 
they were secure both of the carriage and a cheap 
supply. Were a treaty now offered, giving a free 
trade to those Islands, we would think it hazardous 
to discriminate in their favor on that account. We 
should be suspicious of an offer that stood on a 
sacrifice of their own interests, and would not cal- 
culate on the permanency of provisions, which the 
necessities of war and disorder produced, but which 
never would long survive those necessilies, which 
peace would remove. But there was no such 
offer; nor was now the time to digest such a 
business as a treaty, if this were an offer really 
made. 3 


Fle would not, then, fancifully indulge himself 
or his constituents in hopes which a view of the 
interests of Franee showed him to he fallacious, 
and he would not in so serions a question suppose 
that they, more than we, would act steadily on any 
other principle than interest; it was the only im- 
mortal principle in the intercourse of nations; it 
may vary its shape and modification, but never its 
nature; and it is the most useful, as it contains a 
perpetual stimulus to honest emulation. 

Had a det-il been entered into by gentlemen on 
the other side, of those provisions which we should 
rightfully expect of any Power, in whose favor 
discrimination was intended, our judgments would 
have had some employment on fixed and certain 
objects; we might, from a correct view of the 
benefits and temptation presented, have estimated 
with some precision, though not with perfect ae- 
curacy, the value of that gain which such a commu- 
tation promised, but at present we were in the dark, 
and foresaw nothing with certainty ; commerce was 
to be let loose to be blown to any quarter of the 
world, but its certain direction was not to be coun- 
ted upon, and could not be foreseen. 

Tt was impossible, he observed, to calculate the 
extent of the good and the evil; but we were cer- 
tain that there was not a nation in the world ready 
and prepared at present either to receive our ad- 
vances, or to supply us with manufactures, if these 
resolutions sneceed. The only country to which 
we could look as a substitute to the British market, 
is at present in a state so convulsed, and in such a 
paroxysm of affairs, that from thence we had 
nothing to expect, nor did he think that a treaty, 
of whieh he had heard some intimation, with that 
country of justice and reciprocity would suit the 
United States. Mr. Murray much questioned 
whether any treaty with the Powers of Europe on 
perfect reciprocity, for instance with mutual du- 
ties of say five per cent. on imports, would suit 
our situation. Such a one would suit those na- 
tions ouly in which manufactures had obtained 
considerablé perfection, but would be the ruin of 
our infant manufactures, which we must and 
ought occasionally to protect, by duties varied ac- 
cording to their progression, and the probability of 
the supply from them proving adequate to our 
demands. 

The effects of these resolutions on our internal 
affairs immediately, would prove that they were 
pernicious and a real tax without a well-founded 
reason. They would immediately be perceived 
ina diminution of our revenue, in their operation 
on the value and price of goods, and in the reduc- 
tion of the value of our produce and raw materials. 
The last would be affected from the discourage- 
ment of foreign shipping. The first, from the in- 
ability to bring in foreign manufactures, from 
: Which a duty eonld he raised, because the line of 
trade and correspondence being altered, it was im- 
possible to say when or where the importing mer- 
chant would be able to form new connexions 
abroad, which were not things of a day or a year, 
but required much thme and mutual confidence to 
mature. 

The value of goods would immediately rise, and 
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the merchant, every where actuated by the same 
principle, interest, which ought to guide us here, 
would benefit by the monopoly of goods to the 
injury of the farmer. 

The moment these resolutions pass, said Mr. 
Muraay, there is not a shop or a store in Phila- 
delphia in which every imported article will not 
rise in price fifteen per cent., while our own pro- 
duce will probably fall. But a gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Nicttonas] wishes to see retrench- 
ment; he confessed he saw no reason for violent 
self-denial. There was no socicty, he believed, in 
the world that could so well afford to live well, 
and tasle of every rational and refined enjoyment, 
as the citizens of this free and happy country. 
The universal prosperity which this very com- 
merce, which is designed to be destroyed, diffuses 
throughout America, justifies enjoyment. Very 
natural would it be for the farmer to inquire the 
causes of this sudden rise in the price against bim. 
He would be told that the British had insulted our 
flag, and therefore our system of self-denial. Could 
it be answered that we had exhausted all the gentle 
means of negotiation? or could any man lay his 
finger on any country, ina map, and say we have a 
certainty that from this country we shall not only 
have supplies of goods, but sure and high prices for 
eur country produce? This could not be said. 
Were there such a country now prepared and rea- 
dy to substitute for our present connexions, he 
said he would feel more justified in voting for this 
change, for he, like every other American, had 
severely felt the indignities offered to our fag and 
posts by the British. 

But, said Mr. Murray, it has been more than 
intimated, even in this House, that our country 
had pursued a pusillanimous conduct and stood in 
a humiliating point of view. He denied it. No 
country on earth stood, he believed, in a more ex- 
alted station among the nations, nor better sup- 
ported the character of a spirited people. Could 
any nation be charged with pusillanimily that had 
declared such a neutrality as this country did last 
Spring? At a time when all the great and for- 
midable Powers in Europe, combining every en- 
gine of immense force and despotism against the 
French, were hovering round her borders, and 
seemed determined to crush her; at a time when 
she had not one ally on earth, and no nation re- 
ceived her Ministers, the United States dared to 
maintain a treaty, that looked the proudest na- 
tions in the face? They dared to be just, and 
there was a magnanimity in venturing so far in 
such times, and on so hazardous stipulations, that 
aot only rescued them from every charge of hu- 
miliation, but, in his opinion, added to the glory 
of the country. No, this country was not hum- 
bled. Like a young man of virtuous mind, and 
of fortitude, just setting out into life and business, 
ahe comports herself among the nations with dig- 
nificd reserve, with amiable and innocent man- 
ners; she complies with her engagements though 
imminent danger overhang the performance, and 
bravely trusts the cousequences to Providence. 

Mr. M. concluded with observing, that the state 
of the debate presented no temptation to discus- 


sion, as all the points of relative privileges and 
restrictions, and the items of trade, had been ably 
and often stated. He had concluded, that as our 
trade does not at present (putting the disturbances 
of war out of the question) suffer from many re- 
strictions which, when unacquainted with the 
subject, he thought did exist; as some of the ex- 
isting restrictions against us belonged to systems 
over which we had no certain control, and which 
it did not suit us to imitate strictly; as the reso- 
lutions contemplated a change without affording 
a substitute in any degree, much less to more ad- 
vantage; and as negotiation was not yet at an 
end, from which he hoped for some redress; as 
peace was his very first object, and, he believed, 
that of his constituents, and as those resolutions 
might go to disturb it, and did not appear to him 
supported by a certainty of advantage, though fol- 
lowed by great present and certain mischiefs, he 
should vote against them, 

Mr. M. having concluded his speech, the Com- 
mittee rose, and had leave to sit again. 


Wepwespay, January 29. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittce of the Whole House on the bill making ap- 
propriations for the support of Government, for the 
year one thonsand seven hundred and ninety-four ; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and reported progress. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House then resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Report of the 
Secretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States: 

Mr. Maorson said, that most of the objec- 
tions against the proposed resolutions had been 
made by those who meant to combat them, and 
that a question would soon be called for; it might, 
perhaps, be expected that he should review those 
objections, and assign the reasons which induced 
him to continue in the opinion he at first enter- 
tained. Ie wished it not to be understood that 
he meant to examine every particular argument 
which, in the course of so extensive a discussion, 
had been opposed to the measure. The Commit- 
tee must have perceived that some of them had 
been of a nature not to merit an answer, and that 
others had sufficiently answered themselves. He 
should extend his observations to such topics only 
as might be thought to need explanation, and to 
have an influence on the question. 

Previous, however, to this gencral survey of the 
ground which had been traveled over, he should 
so far presume on the patience of the Committee 
as to recur to the original opposition made by the 
member from South Carolina, [Mr. Sants,] and 
to take notice of some particulars, in what had 
been urged by him, which were left unanswered at 
the time. 

The gentleman had thought proper to introduce 
his discourse with a very unmerited attack on the 
late Secretary of State, and to mingle with it a 
variety of criticisms on the facts and opinions 
stated in his report on the subject under consider- 
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had been made, and which could not have escaped 
the attention of the Committee, would be left in 
that silence which may best express the sentiment 
they must have inspired. He should, indeed, have 
thought it less necessary to take further notice 
than he had already done of the matter of the 
gentleman’s remarks, if attempts had not been 
made, particularly by a friend of the gentleman, 
[Mr. Axts,] to give a weight to his statements and 
inferences which it would be shown they did not 
merit; and if the task did not afford an opportunity 
of elucidating some particular points relied on by 
the opponents of the resolutions. 

It was made a charge against the Scerctary of 
State, that he takes no notice of the higher duty 
imposed by Great Britain on other foreign tobac- 
co than is imposed on American, (the former being 
8s. 6d. sterling a pound, the latter 1s. 8d.,) whilst 
he takes care to mention the high duty imposed 
on the American; although the discrimination is 
in favor of the United States, and is against Por- 
tugal, a country in particular connexion with Great 
Britain; and although the high duty of Is. 3d. is 
immaterial to the United States, being paid by the 
consumer of the tobacco in Great Britain. 

It was unfortunate for the gentleman, that this 
charge is fallacious, in every member of it: 

1. The discrimination is not in favor of the 
United States, either in its intention or in its ope- 
ration; not in its intention, because it was made 
in reference to this country when it was a part of 
the British Empire, and not in reference to us as 
independent States; not in its operation, because, 
if the discrimination were abolished, it would 
bring no rival of our tobacco into the British mar- 
ket. This is proved hy the fact that in other mar- 
kets, as that of France, where no such discrimina- 
tion exists, the American tobacco is without a ri- 
val. It was well known that this and tho other 
apparent favors to this country were a remnant of 
the old Colonial Code, which, having become a 
dead letter on the Statute Book, had not yet been 
struck out of it. 

2. If the discrimination had no effect in favor of 
the United States, it could not, for the sate reason, 
be a prejudice to Portugal. If it were necessary 
and proper to go into the inquiry, more direct 
proofs could be given on this point. 

8. High duties do affect the United States, which 
produce the article, though paid by the British 
consumers. ‘hey have a double effect; they les- 
sen the quantity called for; and, by lessening the 
competition, they lessen also the price. This was 
a truth that could need no comment. 

It was to be remarked, however, that the zeal of 
the gentleman on this subject was such, that it 
had led him to extend the fallacy of his rea- 
soning to rice, the staple article of his own State. 
This article pays a duty of 7s. 4d. sterling per hun- 
dred weight; but, like the duty on tobacco, being 
paid by the consumer, was said to be of little con- 
cern to us. 

Call the price of rice 10s. sterling, the duty is 
Ts. 4d. The whole class of people, then, in Great 
Britain, between the class who cannot afford to 
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willing to eat it at 17s. 4d., are prohibited the con- 
sumption by the duty. Was this a circumstance 
of no concern to the rice planters? The gentleman 
should have been reminded of his error by his own 
arguments. 

As an apology for the duty imposed in Great 
Britain, he tells us it was meant to prevent the use 
of rice as a substitute for the bread-stuffs produced 
by Great Britain herself. Without the preventing 
duty, then, rice would have been substituted in 
place of wheat, in the opinion of the British Par- 
liament, and the demand for it in the British mar 
ket so far increased. 

As a merit in the British West India regula- 
tions over those of France, it was stated by the 
gentleman that rice in the West Indies is a com- 
mon food; that, in the British, the importation of 
itis free; in the French, subject to a duty, though 
an inconsiderable one. In Britain, then, where 
there is a high duty, rice is not an article of com- 
mon food; in the Islands, where there is no duty, 
it is a common food; and the advantage of the 
British West India market to us over the French 
is, that the duty in the latter favors cheaper sub- 
stitutes, 

Another proof of the disposition of Great Britain 
to favor the United States in the West India 
market, is the prohibition of all foreign rice but 
the American. The same remark may be re- 
peated here, which was applied to the discrimina- 
tion in favor of our tobacco, It is an old Colony 
regulation that has no effect whatever. What 
other foreign rice could be brought to the West 
Indies? Is it the Fast India rice? That is pro- 
hibited by its distance. Is it the rice of Portugal? 
That is prohibited by the Jaws of Portugal, and 
probably also by the lower price of the Carolina rice. 

The inference which the gentleman had drawn 
from the comparative regulations of Great Britain 
and France, on the subject of rice, was so curious 
that it was worth a moment’s attention. 

The facts, Mr. Mapitsoy observed, stood thus: 
In France, the duty is $ percent. In Great Bri- 
tain, 7s. 4d. sterling a hundred. In the French 
islands, the duty is 1 per cent. Inthe British, free, 
with a prohibition of other forcign rice. 

As the duty of 1 per cent. is scarcely sensible, 
and the prohibition, as shown, is merely nominal, 
the inequality in the islands may be regarded as 
too immaterial to atfect the comparison. 

Passing to the two parent States, the duty in 
France is 3 per cent.; the duty in Great Britain, 50 
or 60 per cent. 

Here, then, is nearly an equality in one part, 
and a difference of 50 or 60 per cent. in the other 
part, of the two Dominions; and yet the gentle 
man could say it was not easy to pronounce 
whether the article of rice stands on a better foot- 
ing in the system of the one than in the system of 
the other. 

Another charge against the Secretary of State 
is, that his Report calls the discriminating duties 
in Great Britain in favor of American wood small, 
whereas they are considerable, and in several in- 
stances high. 
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Mr. Mapison said, he had not found Icisure to 
trace this branch of our exports into all the details 
necessary to decide in what degree the duties were 
small or considerable, and in what proportion the 
several dutied articles went to Great Britain. He 
observed, in general, that the greater part of our 
woods were exported to the West Indies, not to 
Great Britain; that in the ship-woods, at least, the 
Baltic nations were not rivals to the United States. 
It was known that Sweden and Denmark were so 
deficient in oak that their public navies were sup- 
plied from Germany, and that the ship timbers of 
Russia were transported a thousand or twelve hun- 
dred miles from her interior Dominions. The fir, 
of which the Swedish and Danish merchant ships 
were buill, does not last more than seven or cight 
years, and could not, therefore, be a rival to the 
durable woods of the United States. 

He observed, also, that lumber, and particularly 
the ship-woods of the country, were so precious, 
and so sure of being in demand, that they never 
could fear a rival or need a foreign bounty, This 
was an article very different from such as were an 
annual product of the earth, and as could be raised 
wherever the climate and soil permitted, according 
to the occasional demand. The forests that were 
to supply the ship yards were the growth of cen- 
turies; and where once destroyed, as they gene- 
rally are in Europe, are rarely replaced at all, and 
never can become the rival to America, which en- 
joys them as the spontancous gift of nature. 

To enhance the merit of the British regulations, 
the gentleman had told us that wood was subject 
to a duty of 1 per cent. in the French Islands, and 
in the British free, with a prohibition of other 
foreign wood. This was of little consequence. 
The duty was a trifle, and, falling on a necessary 
article, to be got no where else, probably was paid 
by the French Islanders. And the prohibition 
was ideal, the American wood being the only re- 
source for the British market. 

The article of fish was admitted by the gentle- 
man himself to be more favored by the French 
than the British system, though he admits it with 
reluctance, and diminishes the difference as much 
as possible. The case, however, is so clear, and 
the facts so palpable, that they speak for them- 
selves. Under the French regulations, this im- 
portant article of our commerce is subject to duties 
only in Europe and the West Indies. Under the 
British, it is under prohibition in both. The amount 
of the whole export is 382,237 quintals of dry, and 
57,424 barrels of pickled fish. Of this, the French 
consumption is 252,171 quintals, and 45,164 bar- 
rels; that is, nearly two-thirds of the dry and four- 
fifths of the pickled fish. 

Here Mr. Mavison, proceeding to the subject of 
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whale oil, called the attention of the Committee | 


particularly to the representation and language of 
Mr. Syrra as to the conduct of France, in inviting 
the fishermen, of Nantucket to remove and settle 
at Dunkirk. Mr. Surry, he said, had not only 
undervalued the monopoly of the French market 
granted to the United States, but had, by a muti- 
lated quotation of a Report of the Secretary of 
State on the fisheries, changed the true aspect of 


the attempt to draw away the Nantucket fisher- 
men. The fact was, that although the conduct of 
France was very different from what was to have 
been wished, as well as from what was contem- 
plated by the Marquis Larayerte, who had pa- 
tronised the interest of the fishermen, yet that the 
project of tempting them to emigrate had origin- 
ated in Great Britain, and was a counter project 
on the part of France. How the gentleman hap- 
pened to omit the antecedent attempt of Great 
Britain, and thereby exaggerate that of France, 
Mr. Mantsow did not undertake to explain; but it 
was the more extraordinary, as the whole account 
of the transaction was contained in the same page 
of the Report, nay, in the same paragraph, from 
which the gentleman had extracted his informa- 
tion. 

Here he read the passage in that Report, and 
produced the British statute, inviting the whale 
fishermen, by an offer of certain privileges, to emi- 
grate to Great Britain. 

A further charge against the Secretary of State 
is, that in his statement of the tonnage of the United 
States employed in the trade with the French 
and British Dominions, he founds it, not on the 
actual number of ships, but on the actual number 
of entries. This charge was as singular as it was 
uncandid. 

The Report stated the fact that the American 
tonnage entering our ports from the several nations 
with which the United States traded, was so and 
so; and in this statement it pursued the official 
returns made on the subject. What more was to 
be required? z 

In giving the fact, the Secretary imposed on no 
one, because he stated the tonnage to be entry ton- 
nage, as it really was. 

He followed the best guide that existed—an ofti- 
cial return from the proper offices. 

No return of the actual tonnage, as distinguished 
from the entry tonnage, had at the time ever been 
made from any office or called for by any act of 
Congress. 

The first return ever made in the latter form, 
was called for since the resolutions on the table 
were proposed. 

These considerations might have restrained the 
gentleman from this unwarranted attack on the ac- 
curacy of the Report. 

But he ought at least to have been sure that, 
whilst he was charging the Secretary with follow- 
ing an erroneous guide, he was himself following 
one that was not erroncous. The examination of 
this point involved facts which merited the particu- 
lar attention of the Commiitce. 

The statement of the entry tonnage of the United 
States in foreign trade for 1792, lately called for 
and reported, is £15,331 tons. The statement 
of the actual tonnage for the same year, is 239,394 
tons. 

On comparing these two quantities, it was evi- 
dent that both could not be right. If the entry 
tonnage was no more than was stated, it was in- 
conceivable that the actual tonnage could be as 
much as was stated. It would allow the vessels in 
the European and West India trades, together, but 
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somewhat more than one voyage and a third a 
year. It could never be supposed that this cor- 
responded with the fact. How, then, was the in- 
consistency in the two statements to be explained ? 
Mr. Mapison said, as he did not know by what 
rule the actual tonnage was made up, he would 
form no conjecture on the subject. Ie hoped and 
wished that some gentlemin more conversant with 
it would solve the phenomenon. He did not call 
on the gentleman from South Carolina, because he, 
most of all, must be puzzled to account for it; 
having stated that our vessels in the trade to Europe 
make two voyages, and in the West India trade 
four voyages, a year. 

Besides the evidence contained in this compari- 
son of the aggregate tonnage in the two different 
forms in which it had been reported, the existence 
of error somewhere, and probably in the account 
of the actual tonnage, resulted from a comparative 
view of our exports to the British Dominions, for 
the two years of 1790 and 1792, and of the whole 
tonnage, American and British, employed in con- 
veying them. 

In the former year the exports were $9,363,416. 
In the latter, $8,269,495; the excess for 1790, 
$1,093,921. 

The entry tonnage, British and American, for 
1790, was 273,580 tons. 

The British entry tonnage, for 1792, was 206,384 
tons. The actual American tonnage for 1792, 
was, according to the official statement, 66,582 
tons; which, turned into entry tonnage, according 
to the proportion of the whole actual to the whole 
entry ‘tonnage for that ycar, makes the American 
entry tonnage, in the trade to Great Britain, about 
95,000 tons. Adding this to the British entry 
tonnage of 206,384 tons, the British and Ameri- 
can, together, for 1792, amounts to 301,384 tons; 
which exceeds the tonnage of 1790 no less than 
27,804 tons. 

According to this calculation which embraces 
the actual tonnage as stated to the House, there 
would be 27,804 tons more employed in transport- 
ing $1,093,921 less; making our tonnage to in- 
crease in that proportion as the employment of it 
decreased. 

There was a possibility, Mr. Mapison observed, 
‘that the course of trade in the two years might be 
such, that more of the vessels employed in the ex- 
portations to Great Britain might be entered ia 
1790 as coming from some other country than in 
1792; but as there was no known circumstance 
which authorized this solution, and as it seemed 
demonstrable, in general, that error existed some- 
where in the statements, and most probably in 
those of the actual tonnage, he concluded that it 
ought to be referred to that source; and, conse- 
quently, that the guide followed by the Secretary 
of State (to wit : the entry tonnage, the only one he 
had to follow) was not more inaccurate than the 
actual tonnage would have becn, which guided the 
member from South Carolina. 

Another position of the Secretary of State on 
which a charge is founded is, “that the greater 
part of what Great Britain receives from the 
United States is re-exported.” This position, Mr. 


Mapison reminded the Committee, related to 
Great Britain, without comprehending the West 
India Islands, which formed a distinct branch in 
the Secretary’s Report. How far it was liable to 
the exceptions taken against it, would appcar from 
an examination of facts. 

To obviate criticisms, Mr. Mapison said he 
would take for the basis of his calculations the 
statement, given in detail by the gentleman bim- 
self, of the exports for 1790 to the French and 
British Dominions; which, though not extended to 
every item, approached so near to a full view of 
the trade as to be adequate to the purpose. 

In the statement, the exports to Great Britain 
stand at $6,651,429; from which must be sub- 
tracted, for the comparison, the amount of the 
scveral re-exportations, as far as they can be li- 
quidated. 

Tobacco.—It appears from an official docu- 
ment, that the tobacco exported to Great Britain 
in 1791 was 67,286 hogsheads. A return for 
another year states the quantity to be 52,505 hogs- 
heads. It appeared from the revenue returns of 
Great Britdin, that the consumption of this article 
amounted to 9,600 hogsheads. The proportion re- 
exported might then be reasonably set down at 
four-fifths of the quantity imported. 

Rice.—To obtain the proportion of rice re-ex- 
ported, we may take the medium quantity im- 
ported for three years immediately preceding the 
Revolution, which, according to a table in Ander- 
son’s History of Commerce, was 486,543 cwt. By 
another table for the same period, the medium 
quantity exported was 349,653 cwt. The differ- 
ence marks the consumption, and is 186,890 cwt. 
The quantity exported to Great Britain from the 
United States in 1792 was 58,978 barrels—equal to 
294,890 cwt. Comparing the quantity consumed 
with this quantity, it appears that more than half, 
though less than two-thirds, is re-exported—call 
the re-exportation one-half only of the present im- 
portation. 

Indigo.—According to a statement in Anderson, 
the medium importations into Great Britain, for 
three years immediately preceding the Revolution, 
were about thrice the medium quantity exported. 
Call the proportion re-exported now, however, one- 
fifth only, which is probably below the fact. 

From these proportions, and the data furnished 
by the gentlernan’s own statement, result the fol- 
lowing justification of the Report of the Secretary 
on the point: 


Exports to Great Britain - - - $6,651,429 


Tobacco - $2,754,493 
Consumed, one-fifth 550,898 
Re-exported- - - - $2,203,595 
Rice - - - 78.852 
Consumed, one-half 386,926 
Re-exported - -~ - > 386,926 
Indigo - - - ‘478,830 
Consumed, four- 

fifths - - 379,064 
Re-exported - - - - 94,766 
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Wheat and flour, 
perhaps the whole 
re-exported, and 
more was carried 
to Great Britain in 
the twoancceeding 
years, though the 
aggregate exports 
thither were less 
than in the year 
here taken: say, 
however, that one- 
fourth was con- 
sumed, and let the 
amount stand ac- 
cording to the gen- 


tleman’s state- 

ment,at - - 1,087,840 
Consumed, one- 

fourth - - 271,960 
Re-exported - - - - 815,880 


3,501,067 


Here, then, it appears that their exportations of 
the four articles alone, of tobacco, rice, indigo, and 
wheat, are greater than the whole consumption in 
Great Britain of the articles imported from the 
United States, although the most unfavorable year 
has been taken for the inquiry ; and, consequently, 
that the position of the Secretary of State was well 
founded. ; = 

If it were necessary to investigate the full amount 
of re-exportations, several articles might have been 
added to the list, such as whale oil, ginseng, flax- 
seed, &c. 

Nor would it be unfair, perhaps, to include the 
primitive value of the articles re-exported in the 
new forms given to them by art. A great propor- 
tion of what is sent from the United States to 
Great Britain, in a rude state, is worked into arti- 
cles of merchandise, and exported in the course of 
trade. Take, for example, the two articles of pot 
and pearl ashes and indigo. : 

The amount of the export of the former to 
Great Britain is stated at $747,078; of which, if 
no part is re-exported in its unaltered state, the 
whole enters into British manufactures. Sup- 
posing one-third of these particular manufactures 
to be exported, which appears to be nearly the 
general proportion, the value of pot and pearl 
ashes re-exported is $249,026. The indigo used 
in Great Britain has appeared to be $879,064, one- | 
third of which re exported as an ingredient ial 
manufactures, is $126,3543. These two items 
alone amount to $375,2802 ; and, with many others, 
might be added to the mass of re exportations. 
Bul they are stated rather to throw light on the 
gencral character of our trade with Great Britain 
than to be relied on in the present case, which has 
becn sufficiently elucidated Ly more direct and 
simple views of it. 

Mr. Mapison proceeded to apply the calculations 
he had made to the question discussed by Mr. ; 
Suivi, in relation to the comparative importance of 
the French and British markets to the productions 
of the United States. 


By deducting the $3,501,067 re-exported, from 
the $6,651,429 imported into Great Britain, he re- 
duced her actual consumption to $3,150,362 ; to 
which, adding the $1,805,744 exported to the West 
India market, the whole British consumption stands 
at no more than $4,956,106. On comparing this 
with the exports to the French Dominions, (which 
re-export none of any comsequence,) to wit: 
$4,424,336, the subject took a very different aspect 
from that which had been given to it. 

But there was, Mr. Mapison observed, a cir- 
cumstance of the utmost importance to a fair view 
of this question, which had been wholly oyver- 
looked by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
and which cut up his calculations by the roots, 
The re-exportations from Great Britain were not 
only to be subtracted from the consumption of 
Great Britain, but, in a great degree being made 
to France, were to be added to the value of her 
market to the agriculture and commerce of the 
United States. 

The re-exportation from Great Britain to France 
could not be accurately fixed by any documents to 
be had here. In general, they were known to be 
great. He would, he said, confine himself to the 
two articles of tobacco and flour, of which he esti- 
mated the amount as follows: 

The tobacco exported from the United States 
appears to be about 100,000 hogsheads. Tt is val- 
ued in the return of our exports at $4,349, 567. 
It is known that France consumes about one-fourth 
of the whole quantity exported ; that is, $1,087,392. 
It appears, by the return of our exports, that the 
direct exports of this article to France stand at 
$384,642. The indirect supplies, then, to France, 
not appearing in the returns of our exports, and to 
be added to them, are $702,750. 

Of the flour and grain sent to Great Britain, al- 
lowing, as above stated, one-fourth to have been 
there consumed, which is probably beyond the 
truth, the re-exportation amounted to $815,880. 
1t is well understood that France was the market 
where these articles were finally consumed. The 
account may now be stated : 

To the French market, directly exported for con- ” 


sumption - - - - $4,424,336 
Tobacco indirectly exported for con- 

sumption ~ - - - 702,705 
Wheat and flour indirectly exported 

for consumption - - - 815,880 


5,942,991 
4,956,106 


Total of French consumption - 
Total of British consumption - 


Excess of French consumption - 986,815 


Thus it appears, without taking into the ac- 
count the other articles re-exported to France, 
that the market of that conntry for our exports 
was worth to the United States nearly a million 
more than the market of Great Britain; and yet 
the gentleman frorn South Carolina had repre- 
sented the British markets as exceeding the French 
in the annual amount of between three and four 
millisus ; and had pronounced, without hesitation, 
that Great Britain, in reference to our productions, 


375 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


376 


H. or R.] 


‘nited States. [January, 1794. 


Commerce of the 


was a more important customer than France, al- 
most in the ratio of two to one. 

Mr. Mapison, returning to the Secretary’s Re- 
port, said he hoped, after what had been shown, it 
would be needless to trouble the Committee with 
further remarks on the subject. In dismissing it, 
however, he could not do justice to his own im- 
pressions, without declaring his entire confidence 
that the Report would be regarded by all discerning 
and unprejudiced judges as one of the many monu- 
ments which its author had left bchind him, of the 
zeal, the talents, and the patriotism with which he 
had discharged the duties of his station; and that 
he had carried with him into retirement a pu- 
rity, both in his public and private name, which 
nothing that could be said within or withoul the 
walls of Congress could tarnish. 

Having gone through the particular observations 
into which he had been led by the attack made on 
the Report of the Secretary of State before the 
Committee, he should proceed to a more general 
view of what had been urged by the opponents of 
the resolutions he had introduced. 

Among other things, it had been alleged, in the 
latter stages of the debate, that the friends of the 
resolutions had involved themselves in inconsis- 
tency, by shifting the ground of argument from 
commercial to political considerations. In answer 
to this charge, he remarked, that if in any instance 
of his public life he was free from the charge of in- 
consistency, it was on the subject of vindicating 
our national interest against the policy of Great 
Britain towards us; that in all the public stations 
with which he had been honored since the peace, 
and on every occasion which had occurred, his 
conduct had been marked by an adherence to this 
principle; that the resolutions he had last propos- 
ed were founded on this principle; that if, in the 
first arguments supporting them, he had dwelt 
chiefly on commercial topics, it would be recollect- 
ed that he kept the door open for political ones, if 
the turn of the discussion should require them. 
That he had foreborne to enlarge on the political 
sides of the question, because he thought it defen- 
sible on commercial grounds, and was willing to 
mect it on those grounds, because he did not wish 
to mingle, unnecessarily, irritating ideas in the dis- 
cussion, and because he had supposed that every 
thing relating to the Treaty of Peace, the Indians, 
Algerines, the spoliations, &c., were sufficiently im- 
printed on every mind, and would have all the ef- 
fects they ought to have, without being particular- 
ly enforced. 

Whilst he could thus repel the charge of incon- 
sistency brought against himself, it must be evident, 
he thought, how much room there was for retort- 
ing the charge. In the early stages of the discus- 
sion, there seemed but one sentiment as to the 
conduct of Great Britain, at least in a political 
view. The difference turned on the question, 
whether we could or ought to counteract her con- 
duct. In the latter stages of the discussion, pallia- 
tions if not justifications had been multiplied and 
labored, not only with respect to her commercial 
policy, but with respect to the detention of the 
posts, the Indians, the Algerines, and even tho 


spoliations of our neutral commerce; on the un- 
lawfulness of which, our Executive had grounded 
i the remonstrance and demand of indemnification 
lying on the table. 

In addition to this, he stated the inconsistency 
between those who maintained and those who re- 
jected the theory of leaving commerce perfectly 
free; the inconsistency of rejecting this theory, 
and yet refusing to meet restrictions on one side 
with restrictions on the other; the inconsistency of 
condemning a commercial discrimination between 
nations, as contrary to the wise example of Great 
Britain, and claiming for Great Britain the credit 
of making such discriminations in favor of the Uni- 
ted States. The inconsistency of predicting that the 
measure would destroy the revenue, and insisting 
that the dutied articles would continue to be im- 
ported from the same source, through more expen- 
sive channels. The inconsistency of exclaiming 
against topics and remarks which may awaken the 
passions, and endeavoring themselves to alarm our 
fears; of exhorting the Committee to consult its 
judgment alone, and substituting for argument con- 
tinued addresses to the imagination. 

Particular pains, he remarked, had been taken 
to exhibit a picture of our national prosperity 
which might flatter our wishes and forbid experi- 
ments. lt was readily admitted, he said, that there 
were many features in the face of our affairs which 
were proper themes of mutual congratulation, 
whether compared with the situation of other 
countries or with our own under other circum- 
stances. And it gave him much pleasure to add, 
that the degree of prosperity we enjoyed, though 
not to be exclusively credited to the change of our 
Federal Government, or to particular measures 
under it, according to the exaggerations of some, 
was yet so far and so evidently the fruit of that 
change as to do honor to the people of America in 
adopting it. He mentioned two innovations, mak- 
ing part of the Constitution, which must alone 
have had a powerful effect in meliorating the con- 
dition of this country, to wit: the prohibition of 
paper money, or other violations of contracts, and 
the abolition of incoherent and rival regulations of 
trade among the several States. But notwithstand- 
ing the flourishing state of our affairs, when viewed 
under certain aspects, it was equally certain that 
there were others which suggested very different 
reflections. 

He then went into a review of the actual state of 
our commerce, particularly in relation to Great Bri- 
tain, and of the several injuries of another sort 
which that nation had superadded to her commer- 

j cial restrictions, 

He repeated, what he had formerly maintained, 
that there was more of reciprocity in the footing 
of commerce between Great Britain and other 
countries, and between other countries and the 
United States, than between Great Britain and the 
United States. To prove the first point, he re- 
marked that in some instances Great Britain had 
treatics with other countries which defined and 
stipulated reciprocal privileges; in other instances, 
her restrictions were countervailed by laws in- 


posing restrictions on her. To prove the second 
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point, he remarked, that no other nation with which į 


the Uniled States carried on commerce had a Navi- 
gation Act similar to that of Great Biit uin. 

With respect to the intercourse between the 
United States and Great Britain, there was, he in- 
sisted, a want of reciprocity throughout, that mast 
strike the most superticial observer. 

In the article of navigation this had been suffi- 
ciently pointed out, and, being admitted on all sides, 
need not be repeated. 

In the trade between the two countries, our best 
staples, wheat and flour, fish and oil, salted provi- 
sions, whieh amount to considerably more than 
one-third of our exports, were shut out of her 
markets; whilst all her best staples, her woollens, 
her cottons, her manufactures of the metals, of 
leather, and of silk, were admitted on moderate 
duties, and enjoyed in a manner a monopoly of our 
market. i 

{n the articles of superfluity mutually admitted, 
there was nothing to compensate the inequality in 
other eases. Our tobacco paid a tax of four or five 
hundred per cent., our rice tifty or sixty per cent., 
and our manufactures of every sort would not be 
admitted, if we were ever so able to send them. 
On the other haud, her superfluilies were received 
under duties which in general did not exceed from 
seven and a half to fifteen per cent. 

In the West India trade, besides the exclusion of 
our vessels, whilst her own were left free, there 
were a number of our productions which were not 
admitted into the market there, whilst our laws 
refused nothing that was brought into the market 
here. : 

He next turned his attention to the injuries and 
losses we suffered in other respects. 

As he had not possessed himself of the evidence, 
he should, he said, leave it to those who had to show 
how far the Indians were or were not spurred on 
to war against us by the agents or partisans of 
Great Britain. It was a sufficient ground of com- 
plaint that the posts were wrongfully detained ; 
that the detention had a baneful influence on the 
sentiments and conduct of the Indians; and that 
the supplies for their warfare were derived from a 
trade authorized by the British Government, and 
protected by the posts whieh of right were ours, 
and ought to be used for our defence. He eombin- 
ed this proeceding of Great Britain with the law 
less seizure of our vessels under her instructions 
of the Sth of June last, observing, that whilst on 
one side she violated the laws of nations by carry- 
ing on a trade in contraband articles with those at 
war with us, she was on another side violating the 
laws of nations by iutervepting our trade with those 
at war with her, in articles not contraband. 

The Indian war, he observed, cost us annually 
a sum, exceeding by one million the sum that 
would probably be sufficient for the defence of our 
frontiers if the posts were in our hands. The fur 
trade depending on the posts might, he thought, 
be fairly valued at two hundred thousand dollars 
nore. 

he Algerine depredations appeared to have 
proceeded from the steps taken in pursuance of the 
views of the British Government. If they were 


not immediately pointed against us, it must have 
been known that our trade would be the vie- 
tim. ‘The evil, therefore, may at least be charged 
to an unfriendly disregard of our interests, if not 
to a positive hostility to them. The pecuniary 
amount of this evil cannot be rated at less than the 
expense of the armament proposed as a remedy. 
This is stated at six hundred thousand dollars tor 
the outfit, and he did not expect that the annual 
expense would average much less; to which may 
be added, at a very low computation, for insurance, 
remaining after the armament, two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

The spoliations committed on our neutral com- 
merce by Great Britain must be of considerable, 
though very uucertain amount; and the conse- 
quential detriment to our trade in general, from 
these interruptions and dangers, of a very great, 
though equally uncertain amount. In order to 
bring both within a safe estimate, he said he would 
state the former at the limited sum of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, and the latter at uo more 
than four hundred thousand dollars. 

In addition to the foregoing estimates, he said 
there was another item which, though of a differ- 
ent character, fell under a comprehensive view of 
our situation; and, being reducible to an amount 
tolerably definite, ought to find a place here. He 
referred to the statement before quoted, from a Re- 
port of the Secretary of State, which showed that 
the loss to the United States, from a dependence 
on British bottoms for the carriage of their produce, 
was no Jess, annually, in time of war, than three 
millions two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ; 
and, in war and peace, averaged no less than one 
million three hundred and ninety-two thqusand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven dollars. Allowing 
about one-third of this carriage for the reasonable 
share of Great Britain, (and, for reasons formerly 
derived from the character of our exports, this was 
a fall share,) the annual loss from the dependence 
might be called about one million of dallars. 

These calculations he recapitulated thus: 


Indian war - 5 - - 1,000,000 
Fur trade - - - - 200,000 
Algerine depredation - - - 600,000 
Insurance not reduced by naval armament 200,000 
British spoliations - - - 150.000 
Consequential detriment to our trade - 400,000 
Dependence on British bottoms - 1,000.000 


$3.550.000 


From this view of things, it was impossible to 
deny that, however prosperous the United States 
might be in some respects. they were in others 
laboring under violations of their rights and inter- 
ests which demanded the serious attention of the 
Legislature. Besides the unreciprocal footing of 
their commerce, and the indignities offered them, 
it was seen that they were burdened with an enor- 
mous extra expense, and involved in unjust losses, 
amounting to more than three and a half millions 
of dollars a year; a tax nearly equal to the heavy 
one they had been obliged to impose on themselves, 

Having taken this view of our situation, he pro- 


379 
H. or R.] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Commerce of the United States. 


380 


[Jastary, 1794, 


ceeded to consider how far a remedy was com- 
prised in the resolutions before the Committee, by 
tracing the probable operation of them, if passed 
into a law, [In this stage of his observations, the 
hour of adjournment being nearly arrived, he sat 
down, with an intimation that the subject would be 
renewed. ] 

On the next day, Mr. M. resumed the train of his 
observations, and proceeded to explain the remedial 
operations of his propositions : 

First. They will make the British nation 
sensible that we can, by just and pacifice means, 
infliet consequences which will make it her ia- 
terest to pay a just regard to our rights and inte- 
Tests, 

To enforce this tendency, he enlarged on the 
ideas he had formerly expressed in relation to the 
dependence of Great Britain on the commerce of 
the United States, and the obvious and essential 
dependence of the British West Indies on the sup- 
plies yf the United States. 

On the latter subject, he entered into a particu- 
lar reply to the member from Massachusetis, [Mr. 
Ames,] who had argued that the British regulauon 
of the trade between the United States and the 
West Iudies was conformable to the principles of 
the Colony system, as established by the commercial 
nations of Europe, and could not therefore be rea- 
sonably complaiued of. 2d. That the West Indies 
could obtain supplies from, other quarters, and 
did not therefore depend on the United States ; 
nay, that there was danger, by forcing these sup- 
plies into other channels, of our Josing that braneh 
of trade altogether. 3. That the trade would 
hardly employ more than a dozen brigs, and was 
therefore not worth contending for. 

In answer to the first argument [of Mr. Ames,] 
Mr. Mapisoy undertook to show that Great Bri- 
tain had not pursued but violated the principles of 
the Colony system. The true spirit of this system, 
he said, was to confine the trade between the pa- 
rent country and the Colony to their own vessels, 
and to allow as little trade ag possible between the 
Colony and foreign countries; but when a trade 
with a foreign country became necessary to the Co- 
lony, to allow the foreign vessels the sume carrying 
privileges allowed to their own. Colonies, he said, 
were to be considered as parts of a common em- 
pire. The trade between one part and another, as 
between London and Kingston in Jamaica, was to 
be considered equally an internal trade with the 
coasting trade between Loudun and Liverpool, or 
the trade belween different ports of the United 
Slates; and might, if deemed expedient, be equal- 
ly restrained to domestic bottoms. But when 
a trade was opened between a Colony and a 
foreign country, the case was changed: the foreign 
country became a party, and bad a reciprocal 
claim to the use of its bottoms, as much in the 
trade with the Colony as with any other part of 
the empire to which the Colony belonged. In sup- 
port of this doctrine, Mr. M. referred to the ex- 
ample of every nation in Europe, except that of 
Great Britain which had American Colonies. 
Denmark, Sweden, the United Netherlands, 
France, Spain, and Portugal, had their Colonies, 
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as well as Great Britain; and some of them were 
rigorously attached to the principles of the Colo- 
ny system; yet not a single one of these nations 
had refused, whenever a trade was permitted at 
all between the Colonies and another country, to 
make the carriage common to the vessels of both 
the parties. Great Britain alone had attempted a 
monopoly in such cases for her own vessels. Her 
exainple, therefore, was an innovation on the Colo- 
ny system, as well as an infraction of the rights 
of reciprocity. 

In answer to the second position of Mr. AMES, 
he denied that permanent supplies of provisions 
and lumber could be derived trom any other part 
of the world than the United States; not from the 
Northern parts of Europe, which either did not 
produce or were tov remote to send them; not 
from the Southern parts of Europe, which depend- 
ed themselves on the Northern parts and on Ame- 
rica; not from Great Britain, which imported 
bread for her own use, amounting, one year with 
another, according to the report of the committee 
of the Privy Council, to the sum of near three 
hundred thousand pounds sterling, and was cer- 
tainly not an exporter of lumber; not from Ireland, 
which could not pretend to rival the United States 
in any article but that of salt provisions; and this 
was so much dearer that a prohibition alone of 
ours could gaiu a market for hers. The gentleman 
had relied on the capacity of Ireland to extend her 
cultivation of wheat, so as to spare supplies of tbis 
article also. Such a revolution in her interior 
state was not very probable. But he ought at least 
to have remembered that, as the pasture lands of 
Ireland should be turned into wheat fields. her ex- 
ports of beef would decrease in proportion as she 
might be enabled to export bread. 

lt was a wasle of time, Mr. M. said, to disprove, 
by minnte inqniries, the possibility of supplying 
the British West Indies from the old Continent 
on terms that would not be worse than abandon- 
ing them altogether. The truth was, that the gen- 
tleman [Mr, Ames] had, in this particular, gone 
beyond the most sanguine advocates of the British 
policy, Mr. Knox and Lord Sheffield themselves, 
who limited their ultimate hopes of supporting the 
West Indies, without the aid of the United States, 
to the remaining possessions of Great Britzin on 
this Continent. He would proceed, he suid, to 
show what foundation there was for the opinion 
of these gentlemen, and the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, in favor of this resource. And he was 
able to give the most full and decisive evidence in 
the ease, by recurring to an authentic document 
of our own, from whieh it appeared that the 
Continental Colonies of Great Britain, instead 
of being able to furnish the West India Colo- 
nies, were themselves dependent, for the very ar- 
ticles wanted there, on the supplies of the United 
States. 

In the official statement of our exports for the 
year as lale as 1791, most of the articles sent to 
the British Continental Colonies were of n sort 
and an amount so directly to the point that he 
hoped the Committee would excuse lim for repeat- 
ing them in detail. He stated them as follows : 


381 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


382 


JANCARY, 1794] 


Commerce of the United States. 


[H. or R. 


Breav-sturrs anv Roots. 


Wheat, bushels 7 = p 315 
Rye, do - - - - 2,201 
Barley, do - : = - 32 
Indian corn, do. - - - - 

Oats, do - - - - 814 
Buckwheat do. - - - - 26 
Peas and Beans, bushels - - - 1,418 
Rice, tierces - - - - 84 
Flour, barrels - - - - 27,197 
Ship-stuffs, do. - - - - 2515 
Rye meal, do. - - - - 1774 
Indian meal, do. - - - - 2,396 
Buckwheat meal, barrels - ` x 353 
Bread, do. - - - 29,200 
Orackers, kegs - - - = 864 
Potatoes, bushels - - - - 20 
Onions, do, - - - - 525 

Meats, &c. 
Beef, barrels : - - - 284 
Pork, do. - - - - 851 
Bacon, pounds - - - - 881 
Fresh pork, do. - - - - 29,384 
Fresh becf, do. - - - - 92,269 
Mutton, carcasses - - - - 561 
Tongues, barrels - ` -= - - 30 
Butter, firkins  - - - - 83 
Lard, pounds - - - - 5,720 
Cheese, do. - - - - 1,826 
Live Stocks. 
Horned cattle - - - - 312 
Horses - - - - - 39 
Sheep Žž - - - - - 1,517 
Hogs - - - - - 178 
Poultry, dozen - - - - 861 
Wooo. 

Shingles - - : - - 43,000 
Staves and heading - - - 128,000 
Handspikes - - - - 2 
Hoops - - - - - 8,000 
Laths - - - - - 8,000 
Blocks - - - - - 100 
Oar-rafters - - - - 857 
Trunnels - - - - - 1,500 
Oak planks and boards - - - 14,267 
Pine, do. - - - 27,000 
Maple and beach, do. - - - 7,500 


The total of the exports, including a few articles 
under other heads, amounted to $270,259. 

Here, then, it is seen, that not only in the bread- 
stuffs and meats of every sort, but in the articles 
of lumber and live stock, for which, by universal 
acknowledgment, the West Indies must depend 
cither ou the United States or the British Conti- 
nental Colonies, the latter are so far from being a 
rival to us, ur a resource to the West Indies, that 
they continue at this day to supply their own de- 
ficiencies from our market. 

Mr. M. said that he should not have employed 
so much of the time of the Committee on this 
head, if the gentleman [Mr. Ames] had not at- 
tempted to revive the arguments with respect to 
Canada and Nova Scotia, which had misled Great 


Britain in her political calculations and her pre- 
sent views. He had heard the language of the 
gentleman on this subject with astonishment. 
That Mr. Knox and Lord Sheffield, British sub- 


80,734 | jects, viewing the prospect with British eyes, at 


the distance of three thousand miles, in the year 
1783, when little inquiry and no experiment could 
assist them, should have run into the error, was 
perhaps not so marvellous. But that an enlightened 
citizen of America, seeing with American eyes, 
living in the neighborhood, as it were, of the scene, 
in a State whase wharves afford proofs of the daily 
dependence of the British Continental Colonies for 
the necessaries of life on the market of the United 
States, should, in the year 1794, adopt the opinion 
that those Colonies could supply the islands, 
after a trial of nine ycars had probably forced 
the authors of the opinion, Knox and Sheffield 
themselves, to abandon it, would be heard with- 
out soine surprise, and must be considered at least 
as the fullest proof that the gentleman had not 
given sufficient attention to the present subject to 
claim that weight which was in general due to his 
observations. 

Mr. M. said he was not less surprised at the 
second position of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, viz: that the West India trade could be car- 
ricd on by a dozen brigs, and, consequently, was 
not an object worth our pursuit. The plain an- 
swer to this argument was, to state the fact that 
the shipping entered in one year from the British 
West Indies was not a dozen brigs, but 107,759 
tons. 

Besides the immediate importance of this aux- 
iliary resource for our navigation, he remarked, 
that there were two considerations which en- 
hanced the value of the object: one, that as the 
West India articles could be brought cheaper in 
American vessels, they would come cheaper to 
American consumers ; the other, that as our sup- 
plies would at the same time be carried cheaper 
to the West Indies, the people there could afford 
to consume the more of them. 

It had been urged, that the proposed restrictions 
on the trade with Great Britain would produce 
clamors here as well as there, and that Congress 
might be obliged to recede, before the British Go- 
vernment would be under the necessity of doing 
so. To this Mr. M. replied, that he was under uo 
such apprehension, Ie thought more favorably 
of the good sense as well as virtue of his fellow- 
citizens. On the side of Great Britain it had been 
shown there would be the greatest distress, and 
the least abilily to bear it. The people there 
were not accustomed, like the people of the United 
States, to selfdenying regulations. They would 
not have the same confidence in the justice of 
their cause, And it was particularly worthy of 
remark, that the people of Great Britain would 
be disheartened, and the Government alarmed, by 
reflecting, that their losses from the shifting of 
commerce into other channels, and not only of 
their manufactures, but manufacturers, to other 
places, would be permanent and irretrievable; 
whereas, on our side they would be temporary 
sacrifices for durable and valuable acquisitions. 
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Secondly. The resolutions would have the effect 
of increasing our marine, and thereby at once 
cheapening aud securing the carriage of our pro- 
ductions, and providing for our safety. These ad- 
yantages, having been already sufficiently explain- 
ed, need not, he said, be agaiun developed. 

It had been remarked by a member from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Ames,] that if, as slated bya Re- 
port of Mr. Jerrerson, Great Britain was so often 
at war, her wars, by depriving us of her shipping, 
would soon have the wished effect of replacing it 
with American shipping. This reasoning, Mr. M. 
said, supposed what was contrary to prudence and 
probability. What merchants would build ships 
which a peace, always more or less in prospect, 
would throw out of employment, unless it were 
for special purposes, where the momentary gain 
might outweigh the eventual sacrifice ? 

It had been said that our tonnage was proved, 
by the official returns, to be increasing with an 
unexampled rapidity. To this Mr. M. answered, 
that the increase dught not to be compared with 
other examples, but with our own natural facul- 
ties and reasonable expectations; that thé inerease 
of our population required an annual increase of 
at least five per cent.; that an assumption, by 
foreigners, of American names, had probably in- 
creased the apparent quantity of our shipping; 
that the war, or preparations for it, by withdraw- 
ing forcign shipping, had probably also had some 
little temporary cffect; that the principal cause 
of the increase was the cxtcnsion of our trade 
with the French Dominions, which some mem 
bers seemed so little inclined to secure and foster, 
by measures which appeared to him best fitted 
for the purpose. 

He reminded the Committee of an argument 
which had on former occasions been much press- 
ed by several mercantile members, for encouraging 
our own navigation, to wit: that American ves- 
sels, from a spirit of enterprise and a unison be- 
tween private and public interests, would explore 
new fields of commerce and new markets for our 
produce, which foreign carriers would leave un- 
attempted. The trade to China, opened by Ame- 
rican vessels, had been often ascribed to this cause. 
Mr. M. said the argument seemed to be connte- 
nanced also by the present state of our Mediter- 
ranean trade, which had, since our Independence, 
been confined by the Barbary corsairs to forcign 
botloms. Previous to the Revolution, when Ame- 
rican vessels could be the carriers, the trade was 
very considerable. Since the exclusion of our ves- 
sels, thongh the carriage of our produce is safe in 
British and several other foreign vessels, yet this 
branch of trade had withered as much as most 
others have grown. In 1790, the exports cleared for 
the Mediterranean were but $21,726; and in the 
year following, the imports no more than $11,522. 

Thirdly. Another etfect incident to the proposed 
measure would be an additional encouragement to 
domestic manufactures. 

A gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dexter] 
had said he could read no such tendency in the 
propositions. Mr. Mapison thought it impossible 
to read the propositions with attention, and not 


perceive that they must have the like tendency 
with the other means by which manufactures had 
(been promoted. Tf the duties already laid were 
! calculated to produce this effect, an increase of 
those duties, in any instance, must have a tend- 
ency to increase the effect. In answer to the ob- 
jection that a change in the policy of Great Britain 
| might put an end to the additional duties, and en- 
1 snare those who should proceed under the influ- 
| ence of them, he remarked: ist. That the same 
might be said, in some degree, of the regulations 
now in force. A treaty with Great Britain might 
[por in changes which would affect our manu- 
facturers. But, as there was a just confidence that 
the interests of this class of citizens would in this 
case be attended to by the Government, it might 
expected that equal attention would be paid to 
might be her intention to foster a rivalsbip ina 
more distant quarter, in order to provide against a 
: casual privation of the supplies of a nearer quarter. 
These articles are as essential to the marine of 
Great Britain, as her narine is essential to her 
} greatness. Were she to have no resource but in 
: the Baltic, a war with the Baltic Powers might 
| be fatal to her. Jt may be wise in her, therefore, 
to keep open the American resouree, cven at the 
price of a tax on herself. In this case, she must 


them in any other case. 2d. The progress of things 
in this country, and the probable accession of fo- 
reign manufacturers, might be relied on to support 
whatever undertaking shall have once got a foot- 
ing. 

Fourthly. The proposed resolutions would fa- 
vor an advantageous competition and distribu- 
tion of our trade among the manufacturing nations 
of Europe. At present, it may be said to be mo- 
nopolized by one, so great is the disproportion of 
its manufactures which come to our market. That 
this is an evil has been admitted, and cannot be 
doubted. Tt exposes ns to the greatest and most 
sudden embarrassments, from the caprice, the pas- 
sions, the mistaken calculations of interest, the 
bankruptcies, and the wars, of a single foreign 
country. Many of these embarrassments are felt 
at the present moment. If it were possible to 
liquidate theminto a pecuniary statement, it would 
be found that, in a permanent view of our interest, 
there would be economy in making very consider- 
able temporary sacrifices, for the purpose of divid- 
ing our custom amuug a number of competitors. 
Tt was not truc that Great Britain alone can sup- 
ply the manufactures we want. France, the Uni- 
ted Netherlands, and several other nations, are 
capable of supplying us with a variety of articles, 
as well as the nations from which they now come ; 
and, if invited to our markets, by prudent encou- 
ragemnents in the first instance, will soon learn to 
fashion their manufactures to the wants and tastes 
of this country. The policy of favoring particular 
branches of trade, even at some expense, in order 
to guard against the evil of depending on a single 
one, was exemplified by the conduct of Great 
Britain herself. Although he viewed her discri- 
minations generally, respecting us, in the light he 
had explained, yet he thought it possible that, in 
the instance of naval stores and ship timbers, it 
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supplied by the French West Indies. Out of 
17,142,723 pounds imported, 9,321,829 pounds were 
received from that source. The residue came 
from the Danish, Dutch, and British Dominions, 
in the following proportions, to wit: Danish, 
2,833,016 lbs. ; Dutch, 2,707,231 lbs.; British, 2,- 
280,647 lbs. That statement was taken from the 
imports of 1790, the only year he had been able to 
examine on this point. 

It had been said, why grant privileges before a 
mutual grant should be secured by positive stipu- 
lation? Why throw away, by a legal regulation, 
what ought to be the price of treaty? He an- 
swered, that. the legal regulation threw nothing 
away, as it was always revocable; that, in the 
present instance, it was only meeting the legal 
regulations of which France had set the example; 
that, instead of being a bar to treaty, such a course 
of proceeding, more than any other, would smooth 
the way to it, by explaining the objects and esta- 
blishing a confidence on both sides; that it would 
be happy if, in all cases where treaties are in view, 
this open and conciliatory process could take the 
place of that reserve and mysterious negotiation 
with which the parties approach each other. 
Were Great Britain desirous of forming amicable 
arrangements by treaty, he asked, what readier or 
more prudent step could she have taken for the 
purpose, than to have fullowed the example sct 
her, by holding out in her laws the spirit in which 


quarrel with both the Baltic Powers and the United 
States at the same time, before the supplies will 
be cut off. 

A member from Massachusetts [Mr. DEXTER] 
had not, Mr. Maptsoy said, been very consistent 
in his reasoning on the subject. He had contended 
against all attempts to excite a beneficial competi- 
tion, on the idea that no competition could be 
beneficial which would not spring up of itself; and 
yet he had warned us against the danger that 
Great Britain, by exciting a competition against 
the United States in those parts of Europe which 
most resemble the infant situation of our country, 
might establish new sources, from which supplies 
would afterwards spontaneously flow to her, with- 
out being ever agaiun wanted from the United 
States. The same remark was applicable to the 
reasoning of the other gentlemen who had repre- 
sented the danger of exciting a permanent rival- 
ship for the West India market, in favor of Canada 
and Nova Scotia. 

Fifthly. ‘the plan of the resolutions tended to 
conciliate nations in treaty, or disposed to be in 
treaty with us, into arrangements still more favor- 
able to our commerce. ‘This argument had pecu- 
liar weight in relation to France. It had been 
said that Great Britain was our best customer. 
The fact, he said, was, that we were her best cus- 
tomer; but that France was our best customer. 
We consume more of British manufactures than 
any other nation in the world consumes. France | she was willing to mect us in negotiation ? 
consumes more of our productions than any other Having gone through these explanations, Mr. 
nation consumes. He referred to the statement MADISON entered into a view of the principal ob- 
he had before offered for proof of this. Her con- jections to the resolutions proposed. 
sumption was also of the most valuable kind; and, | 1. It was said they would diminish the revenue 
under favorable regulations, would be a very grow- and endanger the funds. 
ing one. It consisted of wheat and flour, salt | With respect to the Public Debt, his general 
provisions, and fish; articles which were not ad- | ideas had been expressed by several who had 
mitted by Great Britain; and which, without the spoken before him. He acknowledged that he 
market of France, would glut every other. Of | had disliked and opposed the modification given 
our fish, she consumed five cighths of the whole | to it; but, after it had received the sanction of 
exportation. Her use of our live animals was | the law, he had entertained no other wish on the 
another important consideration. Tt amounted, in | subject than that the Debt might be honorably 
the list of our exports, to $302,795, for the year | discharged as fast as the circumstances of the 
1791. In the same year, the British demand | country would permit. This, he was well satis- 
amounted to no more than $62,415. fied, was the prevailing sentiment of the great 

The superior proportion of uavigation we en- | body of the people. He did not believe that there 
joyed in the French channels of intercourse had | was a single State in the Union, or any consider- 
already been shown. In examining the policy | able part of a single State, that did not acqinesce 
of cultivating and securing the French market, | (where they did not approve) in the provisions 
he said it ought not to be forgotten that the | which had been made in behalf’ of the public cre- 
profits and revenue arising from the rum distille- | diturs. At the same time, he was equally sure 
ries depended on an article obtained almost, if | that it never was cither meant hy Congress, or 
not altogether, from the French Dominions alone, | understood by the public, that, in mortgaging the 
and which was the only raw material of any con- impost for their security, it was to be a hostage 
sequence imported into the United States. it was|to foreign countries for our unqualified acqui- 
paid for, also, as had been much urged on other | escence in their unequal laws, aud to be worn, as 


occasions, by members on the opposite side, in the | long as the Debt should continue, as a badge of 
worst fish, which could tind a vent in no other | national humiliation, The nature of the obiiga- 
part of the world. ‘The molasses imported into | tion could certainly import no more m favor of 
the United States, in one year, amounted to up- the creditors, than that the fund appropriated 
wards of seven millions of gallons, more than onc- | should be applied, as far as requisite, to their use, 
half of which went into the State of Massachusetts. unless equivalent funds should be substituted: nor 
He tuok notice, also, of the article af sugar, as ren- | more against the public, than that all deficicneies 
dered of great importance by our habits and our | in the funds should be made up. whether arm-mg 
finances aid of which more than one-half was i without or m consequence of a change in the 
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laws. If it should happen, then, that in con- 
sequence of any measure, dictated by the general 
good, the impost should become inadequate to its 
object, all that could be exacted by the public cre- 
ditors would be some other provision, that would 
supply the defalcation; and it ought not to be 
doubted that the people at large, whose good was 
pursued, would readily support whatever other 
provision might become indispensable. He had 
made these remarks, however, with reference to 
an cvent which he did not, by any means, admit 
to be probable. The more he had revolved the 
subject, the more clearly it appeared to him that 
avery operative addition might be made to the 
duties on the enumerated articles, without endan- 
gering the aggregate product of the importations. 
And he entirely concurred in opinion with those 
who had observed, that the greatest injury which 
could be done to the class of citizens holding the 
puplic paper was, to represent their interests as 
more to be regarded than any national considera- 
tions whatever; and to oppose to the latter even 
the most imaginary contingencies to the former. 

2. It was objected, that the operation of the 
resolutions would be more favorable, in some in- 
stances, to nations in treaty than was merited; 
and more unfavorable, in others, to nations not in 
treaty, than was politic. 

In answer to this objection, he observed, that 
Sweden and Prussia, two of the nations in com- 
mercial treaty, had but little intercourse with us; 
would be, in any respect, but little affected ; and, 
besides, the treaties with them were limited to 
a short term, the greatest part of which had 
elapsed. 

“rance and the United Netherlands, the two 
other nations to be favored, could not reasonably 
be grudged the advantages they might derive from 
treaties, for which we had long ago received a 
valuable consideration, in thé¢ir assistance towards 
the establishment of our independence. 

As to the nations not in treaty— 

Denmark would not be affected. She had no 
Navigution Act within the description of the reso- 
lutions, and could not feel the duties on manufac- 
tures. The whole of the imports from Denmark 
amounted, in the year 1791, to $9,957 only. Her 
islands, also, with which the trade is carried on in 
our vessels, depend for their subsistence on our 
market, 

Russia has little or no shipping in our trade, and 
it would not be affected if she had, as she had no 
such Navigation Act. IIer uuwrought iron may 
come as before. Duck and shecting are the only 
two manufactures on which the resululions would 
sensibly operate; and, with respect to these, as 
will presently be observed, it would be easy to 
make special exceptions. 

The Hunse Towns, having no Navigation Act, 
would not be affected in that respect. “Linens are 
the vnly articles falling within the proposed cnu- 
meration; and might, if thought requisite, be 
eusily excepted. 

Spain has little shipping in our trade; has no 
Navigation Act, such as is to be reciprocated, and 
would not be sensibly touched by the dutics on 


manufactures. She also needs our exports, and 
will be influenced by that consideration. It had 
been asked, why Spain, against whom we had 
complaints as well as against Great Britain, ought 
not to be equally an object of our regulations ? 
He said that such a question could be best an- 
swered when the communications from the PRE- 
SIDENT relating to Spain should be taken up. 

Portugal, like Spain, will not be affected in her 
navigation, nor sensibly, if at all, in the article of 
manufactures; and is, more than Spain, supplied 
with necessaries from our market. According to 
Zimmerman, Portugal does not raise within her- 
self more bread than will feed her three months 
in the year. It is certain that she depends much 
on external resourecs, and that occasions are fre- 
quent when she can find them nowhere else than 
in the United States. 

Mr. Maprson said, he considered these expla- 
nations as a sufficient answer to the objection. He 
would add, however, that there were other an- 
swers, some of which had been before hinted, that 
would afford an option of modes for the exemption 
of nations not in treaty. Besides the opportunity 
which such nations have of removing all dificul- 
ties, by meeting us in liberal treaties, they may be 
provided for, either by limiting every part of the 
measure to nations having a Navigation Act; or 
by limiting it to nations within a geographical 
description—a practice familiar to the British 
code ; or, by naming the nations to be excepted 
a practice also familiar to Great Britain ; or, by 
naming the particular articles to be cxeepted -a 
practice no less fumiliar to that nation. By some 
or other of these modifications, the Committee 
could be at no loss to accommodate the plan to 
their own sense of propriety and the public good. 

Here Mr. MADISON took occasion to remark, 
that much of the argument against the resolutions 
had proceeded frum an inattention to their im- 
port, and would be answered by a simple explana- 
tion of them. 

The first resolution, which was immediately the 
subject of debate, decided uothing with respect to 
a discrimination between difereut nations. It 
declared ovly, in general, that the situation of the 
United States required something to be done in 
the way of commercial restrictions and duties ; 
and yet it had been combated by many members, 
as if a vote in favor of it would involve all the 
embarrassing preferences which their fancics could 
suggest. 

The succeeding resolutions, on the subject of 
additional dutics on manufactures, and of a varia- 
tion of the tunnage duties, were founded on a dis- 
crimination between nations in treaty and nations 
not in treaty, but admitted, as he had observed, of 
whatever modifications or exceptions might be 
judged equitable or politic. ‘I'he proposed reduc- 
tion of the tonnage of vessels in treaty had been 
suggested by the complaint made by France of 
the existing tonnage on her vessels, as execeding 
the burden imposed by her on ours, as well as an 
unkind return for the commercial benefits of 
which the United States were partaking under 
her laws. At present, the tonnage imposed by us 
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on all foreign vessels was the same. This would 
not scem to be right on any principle, unless the 
tonnage imposed on our vessels by all foreign na- 
tions was the same, which was not to be presum- 
ed. Whether the change he had proposed would 
be an amendment of the existing law was a point 
to be examined. It was certainly a part of the 
plan which he did not regard as the most essen- 
tial. 

With respect to the resolutions reciprocating na- 
vigation laws, it was evident, he said, that these had 
no reference to the question, whether a nation were 
in a treaty or not. They would operate equally, 
wherever there might be the same departure from 
the principle of reciprocity. If they should hear 
on one nation particularly, it would be because they 
ought to do so. 

8. It had been much insisted, that trade ought 
to be free to find its proper channels, under the 
conduct of merchants ; that the mercantile opin- 
ion was the best guide in the case now depend- 
ing: and that that opinion was against the resolu- 
tions. 

In answer to this objection, he said it was obvi- 
ous to remark, that in the very terms of the pro- 
position, trade ought to be free, before it could find 
its proper channel. It was not free at present; it 
could not, therefore, find the channels in which it 
would most advantageously flow. The dykes 
must ke broken down before the waters could pur- 
sue their natural course. Who would pretend that 
the trade with the British West Indies, or even 
with Great Britain herself, was carried on, under 
the present restrictions, as it would go on of itself 
if unfettered from restrictions on her part as it is 
on ours? Who would pretend that the supplies to 
the West Indies, for example, would not flow 
thither in American bottoms, if they flowed freely ? 
Who would pretend that our wheat, our flour, 
our sh, &¢., would not find their way to the Bri- 
tish market, if the channels to it were open for 
them ? 

It seemed to have been forgotten, that the pria 
ciple of this objection struck at every regulation in 
favor of manufactures, as much or even more, than 
at regulations on the subject of commerce. It re- 
quired that every species of business ought to be left 
to the sagacity and interest of those carrying it on, 
without any interference whatever of the public 
authority. He was himself, in general, a friend to 
this theory, but there were a variety of exceptions 
to it, arising out of particular situations, as must be 
adnutted by all who would mingle practical with 
theoretic views, and as has been already decided by 
a number of our Jaws. 

With respect to the mercantile opinion, he was 
disposed to pay all due attention to it. The mer- 
eantile class of citizens was certainly an enlight- 
ened and a respectable one. ‘Their information 
ought always to be received with respect and their 
interest protected with care. But it did not fol- 
low that their opinions, even on questions of trade, 
ought to be consulted as an oracle by those who 
were equally bound to watch over the interests of 
every class of citizens, and over the joint concerns 
of the whole. 


ferent kinds which suggested caution on this sub- 
ject. 

i However intelligent and constant the merchant 
might be in directing his operations for commercial 
purposes, he might not be equally in the habit of 
combining with these the various other rational 
objects which the Legislature might be Lound to 
consult. 

The interest of the mercantile class may hap- 
pen to differ from that of another class, and pos- 
sibly both may differ from that of the whole com- 
munity. For example: it is, generally speaking, 
the interest of the merchant to import and export 
every thing; the interest of manufacturers to les- 
sen imports, in order to raise the price of domestic 
fabrics, and to check exports, where they might 
enhance the price of raw materials. In this case 
it would be as improper to allow the one to judge 
for the other, as to allow cither to judge for the 
whole. 

It may be the interest of the merchant, under par- 
ticular circumstances, to confine the trade to its es- 
tablished channels, when the national interest would 
require those channels to be changed or enlarged, 
he best writers on political economy have observ- 
ed, that the regulations most unfriendly to the na- 
tional wealth of Great Britain have owed their birth 
to mercantile counsels. It is well known, that in 
France the greatest opposition to that liberal poli- 
cy, which was as favorable to the (ruc interest of 
that country as of this, procecded from the interest 
which merchants had in keeping the trade in its 
former course. : 

If in any country tho mercantile opinion ought 
not to be implicitly followed, there were the strong- 
est reasons why it ought not in this. The body of 
merchants who carry on the American commerce 
is well known to be composed of so great a pro- 
portion of individuals who are either British sub- 
jects, or trading on British capital, or enjoying the 
profits of British consignments, that the mercan- 
tile opinion here might not be an American opin- 
ion; nay, it might be the opinion of the very coun- 
try of which, in the present instance at least, we 
ought not to take counsel. What the genuine 
American mercantile opinion would be, if it could 
be collected apart from the general one, Mr. M. 
said, he did not undertake positively to decide. 
His belicf was, that it would be in favor of the re- 
solutions. ' 

It could scarcely be necessary, he said, to add, 
that his remarks were not meant to be, as they 
were not in fact, the least reflection on any part of 
the mercantile order among us, They ont sup- 
pose what, in political reasonings, ought always to be 
supposed, that the prejudices of birth and personal 
interests will be a bias on the judgment. 

4, It had been an objection to the resolutions, 
that they might deprive us of the aid of British 
capital and credit, which were necessary to the 
prosecution of our commerce, 

Mr, M. did not admit either that the effect 
would happen, or that it would be ruinous to our 
commerce. 

Unless Great Britain should, of her own choice, 


There were considerations of dif! put a stop to the commercial intercourse with us, 
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which, for reasons before given, would be so much | loss of four per cent. in the demand for her manu- 


more hurtful to herself than to this country that it 
never could be presumed, the resolutions would 
operate only by abridging some of our importations, 
and by varying the channels of others. Ier capi- 
ial, as far as requisite here, might continue to be 
employed here. 

On the general question concerning our depend- 
ence on British capital and credit, he observed, 
that it could not be denied that more use was made 
of them at present than was cither necessary or 
beneficial. Credit, when extended to consumers, 
as was the case throughout the Southern States, 
was extremely injurious, as had been well cx- 
plained by a member of Virginia, [Mr. Nicaoxas,] 
and as he himself had equally witnessed ; when con- 
fined to merchants, it might, within certain limits, 
be an advantage. But it was not only his own 
opinion, but that of better judges, that the credit 
given to our merchants was at present excessive 
and injurious. 

In order to form a very precise judgment on this 
subject, it would be necessary, he said, to calculate 
the amount of our own capital, and its proportion 
to the amount of our trade. This was a thing, he 
supposed, which could not well be done. If he had 
concurred in the doctrine of which so much had 
been heard both within and without doors, that a 
funded debt and banks of discount were equivalent 
to active capital, he should have a ready answer to 
the difficulty. The paper of the two kinds in the 
United States cannot amount to less than one hun- 
dred millions of dollars, whilst the amount of our 
exports or our imports does not exceed one-fourth 
of that capital. 

It is true, a part of both the public and the bank 
stocks is in foreign hands; but, with the most 
ample deductions on that account, the residue, if 
operating in any considerable degree as active cap- 
ital, would be a competent resource. 

As he did not, however, view the doctrine in the 
particular light in which it had been painted, it 
would be more to his purpose to observe, that there 
was certainly in this country a real mercantile cap- 
ital to a very respectable amount; that this was 
fast increasing with our increasing population and 
wealth; that if the foreign capital of one country 
should be withdrawn, the vacancy would probably, 
by degrees, be ocoupied by that of other foreign 
nations ; that, if it should happen otherwise, there 
was reason to belicve that a restriction of our use 
of foreign credit would be rather salutary than dis- 
advantageous; that in fine, as long as we had 
twenfy millions of dollars worth of produce, want- 
ed by other nations, and were willing to take for it 
twenty millions worth of what they wished to part 
with, he was under no apprehension that the means 
of effectuating an exchange would not be found. 
Both merchants and capital would quickly be gene- 
rated by such a state of things, if they did not pre- 
viously exist. 

5. Ít had been observed by several members, in 
allusion to the alleged proportion of British manu- 
factures, consumed by us to the entire mass of her 
manufactures, that Great Britain would never 
part with her Navigation Act, in order to avoid a 


factures. 

To this objection he answered that the com- 
parison ought to be of our consumption, not with 
the entire mass of her manufactures, but with the 
part entering into her foreign trade; and then the 
loss would not be four per cent., but at least twen- 
ty per ceut. That this would not be the only loss 
she would sustain, if she should be unwise enough 
to stop the intercourse between the United States 
and her Dominions; that it had been already 
shown, that when she apprehended a restrictive 
system on our part, she was willing to prevent it, 
by relaxing her restrictive system ; that in times of 
war, when an adherence to thatsystem would distress 
her, she frequently suspends, her Navigation Act; 
that at this moment il is suspended in relation to 
the West Indies; that there could be little doubt, 
if the temporary necessity were likely to be made 
permanent by firm and judicious measures on our 
part, that the remedy for it would be made perma- 
nent also. 

6. It was objected that the present was an im- 
proper time for such resolutions. 

The principal reason given for this was, that 
the negotiation between the Secretary of State and 
the British Minister here was still depending. To 
show that this reason was unsound, Mr. MADISON 
went into an historical view of what had passed in 
reference to commercial arrangements, He read 
the Message of the Presipenr to the House of 
Representatives on the 14th of February, 1791, ac- 
quainting them that steps had been taken to as- 
certain the dispositions of the British Court on the 
subject, and that there was no ground for favora- 
able expectations. He stated that, in consequence 
of this communication, a committee was appoint- 
ed, who reported that foreign vessels ought not to 
be allowed to bring into the United States any 
articles not of the produce or manufacture of the 
country to which they belong, and that an addi- 
tional duty of 124 cents ought to be laid on all 
distilled spirits, the production of any country or 
place from which vessels of the United States 
were not permitted to bring them, that, it being 
very near the end of the session when this report 
was made, it was referred to the Secretary of State, 
with an instruction to report at the next session an 
account of the forcign commercial regulations af- 
fecting the United States, with his opinion, &c. ; 
thal al the next session a letter was received from 
that officer, inlimating that, in the actual state of 
circumstances, the report would not be given in, 
unless called for by the House; that, at the present 
session, the report now before the Committee was 
given in without being called for, and was, tbere- 
fore, a proof that the circumstances which had 
caused the delay had vanished, and that at present 
there was nothing in train, according to the opin- 
ion of the Secretary of State, which ought to re- 
strain the Legislature from procecding in the 
business. 

Tn answer to suggestions, that the British Min- 
ister had, in the correspondence with the Secretary 
of State, lately communicated by the Presiprnt, 
manifested a favorable disposition, which has not 
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been improved, Mr. M. referred to the passages 
which related to this point. He read from the first 
letter of Mr. Jefferson to Mr. Hammond, dated 
November twenty-nine, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-one, a paragraph requesting Mr. 
Hammond “to say whether he was authorized to 
conclude or to negotiate arrangements with us, 
which may fix the commerce between the two coun- 
tries on principles of reciprocal advantage?” ‘To 
this request, Mr. Hammond, on the thirticth No- 
vember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
one, answered, ‘That the King was sincerely dis- 
posed to promote and facilitate the commercial 
intercourse between the two countries, and that he 
was authorized to communicate to this Government 
His Majesty's readiness to enter into a negotiation 
for establishing that intercourse upon principles of 
reciprocal benefit.” On December 6th he wrote 
to Mr. Jefferson, in order to prevent misapprehen- 
sion, that, although he was not yet empowered to 
conclude any definitive arrangement with respect to 
the commercial intercourse, he still meant it to be 
understood that he was fully authorized to enter 
into a negotiation for that purpose, &c. The re- 
ply of Mr. Jefferson, on the 13th of December, in 
formed Mr. Hammond that he had laid his letters 
before the PRESIDENT, and was ready to receive a 
communication of his full powers for entering into 
the negotiation, &c. This was followed, on the 
next day, by a letter from Mr. Hammond, stating 
that he had no special commission to conclude 
any definitive arrangement upon the subject of 
commercial intercourse, but that he conceived 
himself fully competent to enter into negotiation, 
and the discnssion of principles that might be the 
basis of such definitive arrangement; and that this 
opinion of his competency was founded on the 
instructions which were to regulate his personal 
conduct and the general plenipotentiary character 
in which he ha i been sent and received. 

_ This letter, Mr. Maprson observed, closed the 
correspondence on the subject of commercial ar- 
rangements, being justly considered by the Execu- 
tive as a final proof that the powers of Mr. Ham- 
mond were incompetent and irrelative to the object, 
and that it would be improper to open a formal 
negotiation with him under them. His instruc- 
tions might be a rule and a warrant to himself, 
but, not being even exhibited, could be no evidence 
of his authority to the Executive; and his pleni- 
potentiary commission, in the ordinary form, could 
never be understood as relating to the special ob- 
jects he proposed to discuss. According to the 
usages of nations, a special commission is, in such 
cases, always furnished and required. Mr. Mapi- 
soN was persuaded that no sovereign in Europe 
would listen for a moment to such a claiin as that 
of Mr. Hammond, and that the British Court would 
have been offended at such an one from an Aimeri- 
can Minister. He thought, therefore, that the 
Executive had equally consulted dignity and pru- 
dence in silently dropping the subject in the man- 
ner it did, until Mr. Hammond should receive 
and produce adequate powers in the accustomed 
form; as might reasonably be expected, if his 
Court was duly disposed to meet the United States 


in an amicable arrangement of commeree by 
treaty. 

That the construction put by Mr. Iammond on 
his powers was inadmissible, appearcd to Mr. 
Mavison to result from the construction itself. 
Either the general plenipotentiary commission 
was (o be taken in the technical and limited sense 
in which it is applied to the ordinary diplomatic 
objects of a stationary public Minister, or in a lite- 
ral sense, without regard to such limitation. In 
the former sense, it clearly does not extend to ne- 
gotiations for a treaty. In the latter sense, it would 
extend to the conclusion of a treaty, and not mere- 
ly to negotiation, as Mr. Hammond explains and 
limits it. 

Mr. Mapison adverted next to the state of the 
correspondence relating to the Treaty of Peace. Tt 
appeared, he observed, that as long ago as the 29th 
of May, 1792, the Secretary of State had addressed 
to Mr. Hammond a full explanation of our rights 
and demands under that treaty; that, on the 2d of 
June, Mr. Hammond informed the Secretary that 
he should transmit it without delay for the consi- 
deration of his Court, and, accordingly did forward 
it in the course of a few, days; that on the 13th of 
November, 1798, previous to the present mecting 
of Congress, Mr. Hammond was desired by the 
Secretary, in pursuance of a charge froin the PRESI- 
pent, to Jet him know whether an answer could 
yet be given to the letter of May 29, 1792. Mr. 
Hammond replied that it could not, but he was 
confident the delay was to be ascribed to the con- 
tinuance of the cause alluded to in a former answer 
to a similar request. 

The cause alluded to was the interesting posture 
of things in Europe, which, it was said, had di- 
verted the attention of the British Government to 
objects of a more pressing nature; and this con- 
sideration had been urged by several members as 
an apology for the silence observed towards the 
United States. Mr. Maprsox thought very differ- 
ently. The interval between the receipt of the 
letter written by the Secretary in May, 1792, and 
the accession of Great Britain to the war against 
France, had been sufficient for the purpose of pre- 
paring and sending the proper instructions to Mr. 
Hammond. Mr. Mapison added, that the pros- 
pect of being engaged in new controversies of a 
more serious kind, instead of justifying an inat- 
tention to an existing one, ought to have quickened 
the efforts for a previous settlement of the latter. 
This is the course dictated by prudence to nations 
ag well as to individuals, and, where a right dispo- 
sition concurs, it is the natural course. 

It had been mentioned, as a further reason against 
the commercial propositions at this time, that they 
might draw upon us the resentments of the com- 
bined Powers. Mr. Maptsoy eculd sce no ground 
for such an apprehension. The combined Powers 
were pretty fully occupied with France. They 
could have no pretext for concerning themselves 
with us, in a case where we did not concern onr- 
selves with them; and there was the less room 
for imagining that the combination could miscon- 
strue the measure into an offence against them, as 
two of the parties, Prussia and the United Nether: 
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lands, were in treaty with the United States, and 
are favored by the propositions. 

T. It was finally contended that, admitting our 
situation to be such as had been. described, the 
mode proposed was an objectionable one, 

Mr. Mantson said he had no predilections for 
the mode, that could prevent his giving a ready 
preference to a better, if a better should be offered. 
And unless it should be said that the Legislature 
ought to ‘adjourn without doing anything for the 
public relief, he thought it incumbent on those 
who objected to one proposition to substitute an- 
other that would be less objectionable. By this he 
meant a proposition not merely better in itself, but 
one that would probably be thought so, both with- 
in and without doors, and be more likely to coin- 
cide with the sentiments of every part of the Union, 
ag well as to conciliate a majority of voices in the 
public councils. 

The first question, he said, was whether any- 
thing ought to be done. If this be decided in the 
affirmative, as he presumed to be the senso of a 
majority of the Committee, and if war was not in 
contemplation, as, of course, was taken for granted, 
the next question could only lie between negotia- 
tion and commercia! regulations, Negotiation, it 
had been shown, was in no train or prospect that 
could justify reliance ‘on it. Commercial regula- 
tions alone remained. They would be pacific in 
their operation. They were the means best suited 
to the temper of our constituents; and he sin- 
cerely believed that, if judiciously framed, they 
would bo more likely to answer the reasonable 
purposes of the community than any others that 
could be proposed, 

Mr. S. Sumu, of Maryland, addressed tho Chair 
as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: I shall make no. apology for 
again taking up the time of the Committee in the 
discussion of a subject in which the best interest 
of America is involved =a discussion which has 
greatly instructed my mind, and which will tend 
to remove prude from others as well as it has 
from myself; for I will confess that, until the 
present subject had been discussed, I had conceived 
that the trado of America had struggled with 
many difficulties arising from the permanent com- 
mercial system of Great Britain; the inquiry has 
reduced the disadvantage on our commerce to one 
solitary object—that is, we ara not permitted to 
carry our produce to the West India Islands. Nor 
shall T omako any apology for following immedi- 
ately after a gentleman of such powerful abilities; 
I shall notventer with him into a caleulation of 
what value-of our indigo imported into Great 
Britain is again exported when it composes the 
blue dye of their-claths, nor what value of our pot 
ash is exported from Great Britain after it has 
enbanced the valuo of their bleached linons. It 
is sufflcient for m country that those articles 
have there found the best markets. It matters 
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from. the treaties? Isee none but reciprocal pro- 
tection and security. I asked what permanent 
disadvantage to our commerce from Great Britain, 
(the Power aimed at?) I am answered, the carry- 
ing trade to the West Indies; on which subject I 
will now address the Committee. 

It is worthy of inquiry to know the advantages 
given by the different nations having Colonies in 
the West Indies, and the disadvantages arising to 
us from their restrictions. In the general term of 
West Indies I shall include the sugar Colonies on 
the Continent; and, first, Portugal permits no 
kind of intercourse with her Colonies of Brazil; 
she supplies them with flour from her own mills. 
Holland permits our provisions to Surinam and 
Demarara, but prohibits us from carrying from 


thence anything but molasses and rum. The con- 
sumption of provisions is but trifling. Spain ex- 


cludes us from her Colonies, except in time of 
war, like the present, when she permits (by par- 
ticular permission) the flour of this country, and 
allows our returns to be made in all the produce 
of the island. She supplies her colonies from 
Cadiz with our flour, and wheat she imports from 
France, Denmark permits our ships and cargoes 
of flour, meat, lumber, corn, &c.; and allows our 
returns to be made in any of the produce of her 
islands, From them we are supplied with a great 
part of the sugar we require. 

(Here Mr. Mantson said that, by the return of 
the year 1791, the Danish Islands only supplied 
two millions of pounds of sugar.] 

Mr. Suru. I admit what the gentleman has 
said; for two years the crop at St. Croix had 
failed; but I still assert that, in common years, 
our great and certain supply of the best sugars is 
from the Danish Island—I mean in times of peace 
and tranquility. I will here observe, that Den- 
mark, from whom we receive such marked favor, 
is implicated in the punishment these resolutions 
intend to inflict. France permits us, in times of 
pene’, to carry in our ships to her West Indies 

sh, beef, live stock, and lumber, and to take our 
returns only in taffia and molasses; she prohibits 
our pork and flour, except in times of war. and 
scarcity, when she permits us to carry both, and 
did permit us to make our returns in any of the 
Island produce, until the decree of the National 
Convention of March last, which limits our returns 
of sugar to one-tenth, and of coffee to one-fifticth 
of our tonnage. 

And here, Mr. Chairman, let mo observe, that 
Republicans know their own interest better than 
Monarchs, and I quote their own decree to show 
it. France, regenerated France, will never admit 
you freely into her West Indies; if she would, I 
would give her the restriction proposed. But, sir, 
France can supply her own Islands with flour; it 
is her interest to encourage her own farmers. So 
fer from expecting to supply France with flour, 
you must expect to mect her as a rival in that 


not the seller what the buyer docs with the arti- | article in the markets of Europe. In that of Spain 


cle, provided he pays for it” My habits in private 


life have led mo to submit every proposition of | decided preference in favor of her flour, 


gain to calculation ; 
life. 


she has always been your only competitor, with a 
Then 


I uge the same rule in public | why calculate on France as a market for your 
I asked what commercial advantage arose! ilour? France gave orders for flour in 1772 from 
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this country, but, required no assistance from that 
period until 1787. As a proof that France will 
not give up her Colonial system, I will read you a 
part of two paragraphs from the report of the 
Navigation Act, by Mr. Barrere : 


Canada is compelled to take her flour from the 
United States, and quotes the year 1791, when, 
from the wetness of their seed time, (in Spring) 
they had not been able to sow—one solilary year! 
As well might 1 say, that Philadelphia and New 
York took their supplies from Quebec, because a 
few years past, they actually bought large parcels 
of wheat there. 

Sir, I well recollect in the year 1773, to have 
met wheat from Quebec in every port of the Me- 
diterranean, In Barcelona, there were 50,000 bar- 
rels from thence for sale at one time. In future, 
Lower Canada will have no cause to fear, even if 
her Spring should be unseasonable ; for Upper 
Canada sows the fall wheat, and last year actually 
(as I am informed by an American gentleman 
from Montreal) sent for exportation 300,000 bush- 
‘els of wheat. The ordinary export from Lower 
Canada is 3 to 500,000 bushels. The same gen- 
tleman informs me, that the English companies, 
whose capitals are immense, have began to erect 
mills. I ask if England, with those and other 
means in her power, may not be able to supply her 
West Indies? Sir, I say there is great cause to fear 
she will make the attempt. 

The result of these observations is, that the ge- 
neral Colonial system of Europe is to monopolize 
to the Mother Country all the supplies she is capa- 
ble of making, and particularly the carrying trade. 
France and Spain exeludes your flour from their 
Colonies, and, of course, your carrying it, Eng- 
land takes all the flour her West Indies require, 
but reserves the carrying for her own vessels. 
ask, then, which Colonial system, that of France 
and Spain, or that of Great Britain, promises most 
advantage to the farming and milling interests of 
this country? I ask, would any prudent nation 
risk the certainty of supplying 60,000 barrels of 
flour per annum, for the uncertainty of forcing 
Great Britain to permit us to carry it? The gen- 
tleman has stated that the favors to our trade in 
Great Britain, are ouly the same we enjoyed when 
Colonies. The continuing those favors to us when 
independent, certainly does not show any enmity 
towards the United States. 

Mr. S. said, that he had already stated that the 
American tonnage had increased as rapidly as the 
capitals of our merchants and the number of our 
seamen would permit. But to be more particule r, 
he would submit a statement of its progress, since 
the first year, of the advantages proposed by the 
existing laws, took effect; taken from the docu- 
ments now before the Committee : 


“The navigation of the Colonies, which entwines 
our seaports, and gives motion to all the works of in 
dustry, was participated in by foreigners, and we were 
calm spectators.” 

Again: 

“To carry on ourselves the navigation of the Colonies 
is to profit by the abolition of our custom-honses,” dc. 

Here Mr. S. was requested to read the third article 
of the Navigation Acl, which be did, but was still 
of opinion that it did not, and would not, alter the 
Colonial system. It only went to the prevention 
of foreigners carrying anything bat their own pro- 
duce or manufactures, but gave no security to the 
admission of our trade freely to her Coloyies. The 
introduction and explanation preceding the act 
showed clearly that they meant still to have the 
monopoly of the Colonies. Great Britain draws 
from us in her own ships (only) all the flour, live- 
stock, lumber, Indian corn, rice, &e., that she 
wants for her West Indies, and gives you sugar 
and rum in return. The flour, we are informed, 
amounts to from 45,000 to 60,000 barrels per an- 
num, which might be carried by 12 to 15 brigs of 
1,000 barrels, making each four voyages per an- 
num, Shall we, then, quarrel with her because 
she will not employ our vessels to carry, when she 
takes from us so large a quantity of the produce 
of our lands? Can this be the interest of the 
farmers or millers of this country? If merchants 
supported this measure, they might with truth be 
said to be interested. She, in time of war or 
scarcity, permits our ships to carry to her Islands. 
It is said that Great Britain can obtain supplies of 
flour, &e., from no other country. It is true she 
now depends on the United States for supplies; 
nor do I wish to relieve her from a dependence 
that assista to secure to us her peaceable conduct; 
I doubt that policy which would induce us to push 
nations to the necessity of exercising their indus- 
try to supply themselves elsewhere with provi- 
sions. Ihave already stated that Portugal, during 
our Revolution, was compelled by neceasity to 
erect mills, and has ever after refused to admit 
your flour. I will give another instance : Ireland, 
being cut off by our war from her usual supplies, 
turned her attention to farming; what has been 
the consequences? Why, she has become an ex- 
porter of wheat, and actually exports this year 
more than would supply the whole English West 
Indies. Suppose those resolutions should pass— 


Account of all the tonnage entered in the United States, 
in the years 1790, 1791, 1792. 


may not England reject your flour (as France, 1790, Ameri is o 
Spain, and others do) and thus encourage the Irish oT Pa HE o e t T T BOLTS 
to erect mills? At present, it js no object—for! jay do do a AE 563 283 
their flour would meet ours in competition. But 1790. Foreign vessels, > > > > 239,919 
remove ours, and what the consequence would be, 1791, do do . i . , 240,799 
must appear obvious. 1792, do do f k : g 244.263 
The gentleman has said, that Canada can give | 1790, Increase of American, . . : — 
no supply of wheat or flour. He quotes Lord | 1791, do do 5 : A 2 22,699 
Sheffield’s book, written in 1784, for the govern- | 1792, do do. ; A : 66,493 


ment of our opinion in 1794; and he tells us that | 1790, Decrease of Foreign, > + + — 
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1791, Decrease of Foreign, 17,128 


1792, Increase of Foreign, ‘ ` 3,464 
Total increase of American entries in two 

years, . ` 5 å : % 89.192 
Total deercase of Foreign, in the same time, 14,656 


By this statement every member will see how 
rapidly our tonnage increased in 1792. Our mer- 
chants then had felt the advantages deriving from 
the existing laws to their shipping, and had com- 
pletely risen from the languor occasioned by the 
insecurity under the former Government. The 
ship-builders, and the various useful mechanics 
necessary for the promotion of commerce, had 
again collected to the seaports, and met with full 
employment. 

It appears that in the ycur 1792, there was a 
amall increase of foreign tonnage; but did this 
arise from an increase of British tonnage? No, 
sir, on the contrary, it will appear, by examining 
the document for 1791 and 1792, that the British 
tonnage decreased 5,619 tons, and that the increase 
arose from the French, who in 1791 supplied but 
8,941 tons; in 1792, their tonnage amounted to 
24.017 tons. Whence, Mr. Chairman, arose this 
sudden increase of French tonnage? Why, re- 
generated France made a stroke at our carrying 
trade, that proved a complete monopoly to herself 
of the carriage ofall our tobacco wanted in France 
in her own ships; this she cffeeted by laying a 
duty nf twenty-five livres per cwt. on tobacco im- 
ported into France ju American bottoms, when 
that imported in French ships paid but eighteen 
livres, making a differeuce of about 46s. 9d. sterling 
per hhd., when the usual freight of a hhd, of to- 

acco was bul 32s. 6d. sterling to France in times 
of peace, 

Mr. S. then asked, Has Great Britain laid any 
such discriminating duty? If she has, he would 
readily give his consent to retaliate. It will be 
conecived that 206,000 tons of Brilixsh shipping 
entered in our ports, was still too great a propor- 
tion out of a total of 812,546 tons; but did this 
arise from the trade to her European Dominions 
from Ameriea? No, sir. It arose principally from 
her vessely employed to her West Indies, whose 
autries were three to four times per annum, and 
to her ships employed to the Mediterranean, for 
aceount of her own merchants. American ships 
cannot go there for fear of the Alyerines; you, 
therefore, ought to be pleased at the competition 
that arises from their purchasing for the Mediter- 
ranean markets. A demand is created thereby to 
the great advantage of our farmers. 

From experienee, he would venture to say that 
nearly the one-half of all the American produce 
actually landed in Great Britain, is carried in 
American ships, and nealy the whole that is im- 
ported from thence, Is il not, therefore, unrea- 
sonable, Mr. Chairman, to repine because we have 
not the whole? It now becomes a subject of in- 
quiry, to know how our own ships are employed. 
li appears by the document that there were em- 
ployed from the 30th September, 1791, to the 301h 
Seplember, 1792, to the ports of tha Powers in 
treaty with us, actual tunnage, 145,295; to those 
not in treaty, actual tonnage, 143,099. Nearly an 


equal number of tons to each description. It ought 
to be observed that in that year there were 67,130 
tons employed to the French West Indies. Only 
a small part of which ought to be counted on in 
times of peace. But for argument’s sake let us adopt 
the statement as it stands; and what will be the 
consequence if the proposed discrimination should 
be adupted? Your third resolve proposes lessen- 
ing the duty of tonnage on the ships of Powers in 
treaty; your fourth proposes raising the duty of 
tonnage on the shipping of Powers not in treaty. 
What advantages are to derive to the American 
shipping from those two resolutions? He could 
see none; but, on the contrary, he thought it fair 
to suppose, that the Powers aggrieved would re- 
taliate, aud what then would be the consequence ? 
Why, 143,000 tons of our shipping would be sub- 
jected to pay twenty-five cents per ton, say, $35,750 


| per annum, by the resolutions, without any possible 


advantage promised by the system to our own 
shipping. @ 

Mr. S. begged leave to submit one other observa- 
tion, which ought to have weight. The document 
already referred to shows that 61,889 tons of Ame- 
rican shipping were employed to England and 
her European dependencies alone—when to* the 
European ports of all the Powers in treaty there 
were employed the same year but 26,790 tons, 
Why, then, would you risk a ground so dangerous, 
so delicate, as that of discrimination? It has been 
said that Spain and Portugal are not their own 
carriers, and therefore will not feel themselves 
offended. It is true they do not carry all they 
want from us, bat they employ enough of their 
shipping to our ports to feel the affront. In 1791, 
they entered 9,098 tons. Franee the same year 
centered but 8,982 tons in our ports. Denmark, who 
is to feel the effect of those resolves, in 1791 enter- 
ed 1,619 tons of their shipping, when Sweden, who 
is to be relieved, entered but 361 tons. 

The result, then, sir, of this inquiry is, thal no 
possible good can accrue to your navigation from 
those resolutions, and that wuch probable injury 
may take place from the retaliation of the Powers 
who cannot but think themselves aggrieved. 

Mr. Scorr said, that the subject might be re- 
duced to x few simple questions; first, are we in 
such a situation as we have a right to expect? If 
this bo answered in the negative, the second ques- 
tion is, can we better our condition? And third, 
are these resolutions the proper remedy? One 
leading feature in the Opposition is, that we ought 
to separate commerce from politics. This was 
impossible. It was curious to observe the oppo- 
site ground upon which these resolutions had been 
opposed, One set of gentlemen said, that they 
were so comprehensive and so formidable, that 
they would at once plunge us into a war with Bri- 
tain. Another said, that they were such a milk- 
and-water piece of stuff, that Britain would look 
on them with a smile of contemptuous pity. He 
believed that Britain would submit to many re- 
strictions and disadvantages, rather than give up 
our trade. Some gentlemen had said, that we did 
not consume to the value of more than two mil- 
lions sterling; but, say that it was ten millions of 
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dollars. The United States contain four millions | Monarchy, and he had been governed by the same 
and a half of people. Upon an average, their | idea as the Secretary of State, in stopping at that 
bedding and clothing was at least ten dollars each | period, when a stale of Revolution gave birth to 
per annum. All the manufactures we had from | changes in her permanent system, and induced de- 
Britain, supposing that they consisted of nothing | viations from what would be the ordinary course 
else but clothing, were only ten millions, and the | of things. 
other thirty-five millions were manufactured in the | The propriety of limiting the view to that epoch 
country. ‘But as in fact not more than one half at | was obvious, from the concession of the member 
the very utmost of the importations from Britain, | himself, who, having stated that American vessels 
were of clothing of any kind, so, not more than five | were permitted to be naturalized in France, and 
millions out of the forty-five, or one ninth part of | being informed by Mr. S., that the first National 
the whole, was furnished from Britain. ‘This de- | Assembly took away that privilege (as mentioned 
monstrated that, as to cloth manufactures, we | in the report) had been compelled to acknowledge 
were not in that humiliating state of dependence in | the existence of fluctuations in ber system since 
which some people were so fond of representing us | the Revolution. This view of the subject, Mr. S. 
to be. said, was more favorable to France than one 
Mr. Surrn, of South Carolina, said, before he cn- | which should embrace the present period, her an- 
tered into a consideration of the arguments of the | cient commercial system being on the whole more 
gentleman from Virginia, he should avail himself | favorable to this country than it is at this time. 
of the opportunity of correcting some misstatements | Ile had been also represented by the same gentle- 
of his own arguments, which had becn made by | man, as “having admitted that it was a hardship 
that gentleman. to have our trade monopolized by one nation, and 
He had been represented as having stated it as a | having at the same time advised to make no efforts 
favor to this country, that Great Britain admit- | for putting an end to it.” This was directly the 
ted our productions into her West Indies. Mr. S. | reverse of his sentiments, which was, “ that it was 
said, he had only stated, that the exclusion of the | advisable not to depend on any one nation for our i 
productions of all other countries, was a preference | necessary supplies, but that the proper remedy 
given to ours, which was not given by the commer- | was by a mode, not the objects of the resolutions, 
cial system of France. He was also represented | nor contemplated by the report, namely, an effica- 
by the gentleman, as having argued, “that the j zious systern of encouragement to our own manu- 
United States ought not to complain of the usage ; factures, and not subjecting our citizens to the cx- 
of Great Britain, if she used them ag well as | pense of premiums fur the encouragement of those 
other nations;” whereas, Mr. S. said, his reason- | of other countries.” 
ing went to show, that her commercial system | Mr. S. then proceeded to take notice of Mr. 
placed us on a better footing than it did other na-|Maptsoy’s arguments. The gentleman had said 
tions. Again, he was made to say, by the gentle- | that wheat and flour were admitted by a standing 
man, “that if Great Britain used us ill, she like- | law duty free into the French West Indies, The 
wise used every other nation ill, and we therefore | report states the contrary to be the fact. “ France,” 
ought to bear it patiently.” Mr. S. declared, he | says the report, “ hy a standing law, permits her 
had said no such thing; he had argued only that | West India possessions to receive directly our veg- 
the exclusion of our vessels from an indirect com- | etables, live provisions, horses, wood, tar, pitch, and 
merce with her, and from the entry into her Isl- | turpentine, rice and maize, and prohibits our other 
ands, was a part of her Navigation Act and Colony | bread stuff.” i 
system, and extended to all other nations as wellas| The gentleman had been much displeased at his 
the United States. having commented on the omission of the Secretary 
The gentleman, in adverting to his having taken | of State to mention, that, while the tobacco of the 
for the epoch of his comparative view, the period | United States paid in Great Britain a duty of Is. 
antecedent to the pending French Revolution, as | 8d., all other foreign tobacco paid 8s. 6d. As an 
the settled order of things, had allempted, by an | apology for that omission, (which Mr. S. could 
uncandid distortion of his argument, to wrest his | not but deem material, especially as the Secretary 
reasoning from a commercial to a political subject, | laid great stress on other duties,) the gentleman 
for the purpose of representing him as deeming | had alleged that the circumstance was perfectly 
the Monarchy of France the only settled order of | immaterial, inasmuch as the duty of 1s. 3d. was 
things. It was truc, he had confined his view of itself so high as to diminish the consumption, and 
the two commercial systems to that epoch; in this | inasmuch as there was no other country which 
he had only pursued the ideas and spirit of Mr. | conld be our competitor in that article. To this 
Jerrerson himself, who, speaking in his report of | he answered, first, that tobacco being an article 
the recent alterations in the condition of our com- | not of necessity but of caprice, and being consum- 
merce, says, “to have described all these, would | ed in small quantity by cach individual, a high 
have been as impracticable as useless, since the | duty could not be felt; secondly, that tobacco was 
scenes would have been shifting while under de- | obtainable from other countries. Tt appeared, from 
scription. I therefore think it best to leave the | documents of authority, that in the years 1744, 5, 
report as it was formed, being adapted to a parti- j 6, the imports of tobacco into Great Britain bad 
cular point of time, when things were in their | been annually about 62,000 hogsheads, of which 
settled order, that is to say, the Summer of 1792.” | only 44,000 were from the American Colonies, 
Mr. S. observed, that France was at the time a! the residue, 18,000, being from other countries. 


403 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


404 


H. or R] 


Commerce of the United States. 


[Jaxvary, 1794. 


From the same documents it further appears, that | that it was only a remnant of the old Colony sys- 


in 1774, Great Britain imported from the Ameri- 
can Colonies 96,000 hogsheads, which was nearly 
the whole of the tobacco she imported that year. 
The inference resulting from this circumstance is, 
that the difference of daty in favor of American 
tobacco had then destroyed a competition which 
did before exist. Ile admitted that this discrimi- 
nation of duties in our favor was a relic of her Co- 
lony system, but its object was to encourage the 
growth of tobacco in this country by giving to ita 
monopoly of the British market, and it appeared 
that this object was obtained; and it was to be in- 
ferred, that a continuance of the effect was procured 
by a continuance of the system. If we have not 
much competition now, it does not follow that it 
might not arise. What is there to hinder its being 
raised on equally good terms in any quantity in 
any of the Southern parts of this Continent in pos- 
session of the different Powers of Europe, Spain, 
Portugal, and Holland? 

Portugal, it had been said, could not be our com- 
petitor, for she received our tobacco. The report 
says that it is prohibited. He understood some 
small quantity had been smuggled to that coun- 
try; it was certain that only 62 hogsheads had 
been exported thither the year before last, and on- 
ly five the last ycdr. In comparing the footing on 
which our commerce stood with France and Great 
Britain, the gentleman had dwelt on particular 
circumstances. This was nol a fair mode of com- 
parison. The question ought to be an aggregate 
onc; are we as well, upon the whole, with this or 
that country? If we are, we ought not to deal out 
a worse measure to one than to another. ‘The in- 
direct commerce which Great Britain denics us, 
and which France till lately granted us, is not at 
present very material to us, as we could not mul- 
tiply our navigation enough to derive great benc- 
fit from it, without injury. To divert our capital 
from more profitable branches to the mere carry- 
ing trade would be unwise; it is desirable only to 
a country like Holland, of little production and 
great capital; but even France now excludes us 
from the indirect commerce with her by her late 
Navigation Act. The systems of the two countries, 


then, in respect to navigation in Europe, stand ' 


precisely on the same footing; and in respect to 
their West Indies, the war has let our vessels into 
the British, as well as the French Islands, and 


there can be little doubt that our right to send our ' 


vessels to the French islands will terminate with 
the war. 

To depreciate the discrimination in our favor in 
the British islands, by the exclusion of the produce 
of other nations, the gentleman had said the exclu- 
sion was only a matter of form and a remnant of 
the old Colony system. 

Mr. S. said, this was no answer to say it was a 
remnant of the Colony system. That system 
aimed at peculiar privileges to the national do- 
minions; as for as we, being foreigners, still par- 
lake of those privileges, it is to our advantage. 


tem? Neither was it true that it was only matter 
{of form, and of no consequence. Though we can 
in general supply the islands better than other na- 
tions, it does not follow that others could not supply 
atall. The French Colonics could not get flour 
on as good terms as we can furnish them ; yet that 
article was prohibited, and in general they were 
supplied from France. So, though in general the 
British Colonies could not be supplied equally as 
well as from us, yet in years of scarcity in this 
country, and of plenty elsewhere, a competition 
might injure us. Why could not rice, in particular, 
be supplied from the Portuguese Dominions in com- 
| petition with ours? i 
! Much reliance had been placed by the gentle- 
' man on the disproportion of American and British 
tonnage employed in the commerce between the 
| two countries. [Ie had stated that in 1790, the Bri- 
; tish tonnage was 211,000, the American only 43/000. 
: But Mr. S. observed, the comparison was not accu- 
‘rate; the rule pursued by the gentleman was en- 
Í try, not real tonnage; and as we have no direct 
‘tonnage with the British West Indies, from which 
‘entries are frequent, the British tonnage is swelled 
by that frequency of entries, as happened in the 
case of the American tonnage employed between 
the British and the French Dominions. The 
House having no materials before them, it was im- 
possible to pronounce how far this circumstance 
varied the true proportion, but it was casy to sco 
, that it must do it greatly. 
|! Arguments had been likewise drawn from the 
l greater proportion of our tonnage employed in our 
‘trade with Spain, Portugal, &c. 

Mr. S. thought the principle of comparison was 
‘a proof of nothing, except that Britain was a more 
navigating power than the nations in general with 
‘whom we have commerce. Tt was no test of the 
‘system of either. This was evident when we com- 
pared the proportion of our tonnage with Britain, 
‘and with Spain and Portugal; for, as the latter, 
equally with Britain, excluded us from their Co- 
ilonies, their systems were essentially the same. 
‘But Britain has extensive means of navigation, 
Spain and Portugal slender means, so that while 
‘our bottoms were the principal carriers between 
‘those countries and us, Britain maintained a com- 
petition with us in the trade between her Domi- 
‘nions and us. But could it be proved that this 
was cither avoidable in the present circumstances 
of the country, or that we ought to attempt to 
avoid it by violent or forced expedients? The navi- 
gating States in the Rnropean trade between the 
British Dominions and the United States preponde- 
‘rate greatly in the article of tonnage. Great Bri- 
‘tain may have the advantage in the non-navigating 
States; this arises in a great degree from a cause 
which navigation laws cannot cure—the superiori- 
‘ty of capital, The merchants of Britain can sup- 
i ply on long credits, what those of our navigating 
States cannot; they have more means to purchase 
land export the commodities of the South; from 


Suppose under that old system we had continued | both causes they carry on a considerable part of 
to enjoy the right of navigating to the islands, | the Southern trade, and they make their own 
would it have been a disparagement of the right ' shipping the instrument of it. No means calcu- 
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circumstances, obviate this course of things. But 
the remedy of violent and forced expedients would 
be pernicious, if it could be successful. It would 
divert our capital in too great a degree from the 
better to the worse business; from agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures, to mere navigation. 
The true course, he thought, was to foster our na- 
vigation by gradual and moderate encouragements, 
and to expect, from time and the increase of re- 
sources, the advantages of which we were solici- 
tous. In the mean time, and tll our resources 
could be better matured, it would be difficult to 
demonstrate that it was not a convenience to us to 
have the aid of foreign means. Mr. S., to strengthen 
his argument on this point, quoted a passage from 
Mr. Jurrerson’s letter to Mr. Moxnis, the Minister 
in France, in the printed correspondence, page 63, 
in these words: 


“ Were the merchant vessels coming for our produce 
forbidden to have any arms for their defence, every ad 
venturer who has a boat, or money enough to buy one, 
would make her a privateer; our coasts would swarm 
with them; foreign vessels must cease to come, our 
commerce must be suppressed, our produce remain on 
our hands, or al least that. great portion of it which we 
have not vessels to carry away, our ploughs must be 
Jaid aside, and agriculture suspended. This is a sacri- 
fice no treaty could ever contemplate, and which we 
are not disposed to make out of mere complaisance to 
a false definition of the term privateer.” 


He begged the Committee to remark, that this 
related to a British ship, and that they were the 
principal foreign carricrs of our produce; yet the 
tendency of the gentleman's propositions went to 
exclude them froin our ports. We reccive from 
Britain, said the gentleman, whatever she pleased 
to send us, while she refused our principal staple. 
Mr. S. denied both these positions; they were not 
founded in any sense. 1. The staple alluded to 
was flour and grain. This the regulations of Bri- 
tain excluded from her home markets, except in 
cases of extraordinary demand; but in her West 
India markets the staple was free, so that the as- 
sertion was much too general. Our flour and 
grain were admitted in those of her markets where 
perhaps it most interested us that they should be, 
where the demand was constant; they were sub- 
ject to impediments iu those of her markets where 
the demand would, from the nature of things, be 
only occasional; while France, on the contrary, 
by her permanent system, received this article 
only in her home markets, where there could he 
no demand for it in ordinary times, and excluded 
it from her West India markets, where there 
would be a constant demand. 2. It was not true 
that we received indiscriminately the manufac- 
tures of Britain. We endeavor to exclude, in the 
same sense that she excludes our flour and grain, 
(viz: hy prohibitory duties,) all of them that we 
think ourselves able to supply ourselves with, for 
instance, candles, cheese, soaps, uails and spikes, 
stecl, cables and cordage, boots and shoes, and, in- 
decd, the manufactures of leather gencrally, beer 
and porter, and many other articles. The gentle- 
man was astonished at the vast prevalency of Bri- 


was no ground for astonishment to those who at- 
tended to facts. The true and natural reason is, 
because Britain furnishes better, as to quality and 
price, than any other country, most of the more 
solid and useful kinds of manufacturc, and those 
of the most extensive consumption; gencrally 
speaking, she was rivalled elsewhere only in luxu- 
ries and fripperies. Mr. S. said, if the gentleman 
had been astonished, he had been no less so at the 
idea of excluding British luxuries for French ma- 
nufactures; from the best information he had ob- 
tained, the most solid and useful articles came 
from Britain, the frivolous, luxurious, and unne- 
cessary ones, from France. He had procured 
from a merchant trading with France a copy of 
an order for a French cargo, such as is usually 
sent, and it supported him in his assertion. Mr. 
S. read the order, which consisted of fans, cam- 
bries, lawns, lute-strings, modes and satins, silk 
stockings, shoes, shoe-patterns and slippers, walk- 
ing-canes, watches, feathers and flowers, gloves, 
laces and edgings, ribands, tiffany, crape, hair 
powder, human hair for braids, combs, essences, 
perfumery, swectmcats, mirrors, made-up milli- 
nery, gold and silver thread and spangles, gold and 
silver cord, ornamented fancy time-picces, silk vel- 
vets, umbrellas, &c. These were the substitutes 
for the manufactures of iron, stcel, wool, cotion, 
and leather, which the gentleman wished to ex- 
clude by the duties contemplated in his proposi- 
tions, 

The balance of trade was said to be against us 
ju our trade with Britain, and in our favor with 
other nations. Mr. S. said, the ideas advanced as 
to this point were of the last century, and were 
now exploded by all enlightened politicians. The 
only sense in which the question could be inte- 
resting to us, respected the balance of our whole 
trade with all the world, not with a particular 
country. It was immaterial whether it was against 
us in this country, or in our favor with that; the 
inqniry should be, how it stood upon the whole? 
And, for it to stand well upon the whole, the best 
expedient, as it regarded our internal commerce, 
was, to get what we want where it could be ob- 
tained cheapest and best, and to have as great a 
choice of markets as possible for what we have to 
sell, by which mcans we secure the best price. 
Measures tending to change this course of things 
were the best that could be devised to render the 
agercgate balance disadvantageous to this coun- 
try. Mr. S. illustrated his position by the follow- 
ing statement: Suppose the whole amount of our 
imports to be as 200, Britain furnishing 150, 
France 50; suppose our exports also cqual to 200, 
Britain taking 150, France 50; here the balance 
of our whole trade, according to the rule adopted, 
would be equal. Suppose Britain furnished her 
manufactures ten per cent. cheaper than France, 
and that regulations were adopted which should 
have the effect of equalizing our exports and im- 
ports to and from both countries; Britain, in this 
case, would furnish only one-half of our imports, 
which would cost us the same as before; but 
France would have to furnish us with an addi- 
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tional quantity equal to what cost in Britain for- 
merly 50; but, as commodities with her, by the 
supposition, are ten per cent. dearer, the same sup- 
ply would now cost 55. Our account of imports 
and exports would then stand thus: 


IMPORTS. 


From Britain - - x - 
From Frauce, former supply - - 
Additional supply of 50, transported from 

Britain, costing teu per cent. more - 55 


EXPORTS. 


To Britain - - š = A 
To France - 7 a 2 : 


Here it is evident the excess of imports to cx- 
ports, on the same scale of supply, would be as 
fivc, so that what is called the balance of trade, 
before equal, would now be turned against us in 
the proportion of five. Thus the notable plan for 
giving us a more favorable balance of trade would 
end in rendering it less favorable, by diverting us 
from those sources where we can get supplied on 
the best terms, to others where we should be sup- 
plied on worse terms. Great Britain, the gentle- 
man had assured the Committce, would not dare 
to contend with us, because we could, by our regu- 
lations, turn 250,000 of her manufacturers out of 
employ. But would not those regulations, and 
the counter-regulations which might be adopted, 
operate injuriously on a much larger number of 
persons in the United States? Would not all the 
owners and cultivators of land suffer materially 
by the loss of the best market for half of our whole 
exports? The evil to Britain would be partial, to 
us general, depreciating the whole landed pro- 
perty of the country. If there were expected a 
clamor in Britain which was to drive her Govern- 
ment into a repcal of her Navigation Act, we 
ought to anticipate a clamor from our farmers and 
landholders, when they found their produce rot- 
ting in warehouses, and were compelled to pay 
twenty-five per cent. more for their necessary 
supplies, When the gentleman stated the causes 
of failure of the attempt, in 1784, by separate 
States, to regulate our foreign commerce, he had 
imputed them entircly to the want of a Federal 
Government, But Mr. S. was of opinion that 
they were principally ascribable to the diversity 
of local interests and habits in the States. Did 
that diversity less exist at this time? Would it 
not produce similar effects? And would not regu- 
lations which might be pleasing to some parts of 
the Union prove so intolerable to others that they 
would not cease to complain till they could effect 
a repeal of the grievance? As far as the fact, 
then, with regard to past experiments, could guide, 
it was against the proposition. Former regula- 
tions produced inconvenience, and were abandon- 
ed. So jealous were the Southern States of this 
power in the hands of Congress to regulate trade, 


that the delegates of some of them would not ac- 
cede to the present Constitution, until it was sti- 
pulated that the consent of two-thirds of the Se- 
nate should be necessary to the formation of trea- 
ties. It was not, however, true that 250,000 
British manufacturers would be thrown out of 
employ. Our supplies would still consist of Bri- 
tish manufactures, though circuitously obtained, 
as admitted by the gentleman himself, and at 
dearer rates, because we cannot fill the chasm 
ourselves, and there is no other country w hich 
can. But we are to starve her West India Islands. 
Those who felt an abhorrence at the attempt on 
the part of the combined Powers to reduce the 
French by starving them, now viewed with com- 
posure the prospect of reducing the British nation 
to our own terms, by starving the inhabitants of 
the West Indies, who at least are inuocent of the 
charges preferred against the Mother Country. 
Mr. S. was satisfied the American character was 
not of a nature to tolerate such a project as that 
of starving the inhabitants of the British Islands. 
The philanthropy of our fellow-citizens would 
urge the repeal of any law producing such dire 
effects. Nay, the member himself would be 
prompted by his humanity to be among the fore- 
most to repeal it. But the idea was extravagant. 
We want to sell, as much as they to buy; if they 
could not obtain the requisite supplies elsewhere, 
they would go to them circnitously from us. 

A pleasing picture had been drawn of the bene- 
fits which would result to our navigation by a 
transfer of our commerce from Britain to France. 
The actual quantity of our tonnage for a year 
ending 30th September, 1792, with the different 
Powers, Mr. S. stated, as follows : 


With the Dominions of France - - 82,510 
With those of Great Britain - - 66,582 
With those of the United Netherlands - 61,929 
With those of Spain - - - 28,408 
With those of Portugal - - - 24,869 
With those of Denmark - - - 12,216 
With those of Sweden - - - 1,856 


From this view it appears that our actual ton- 
nage is greater with the British Dominions than 
with those of any other country, except France, 
and it had been shown that this excess was adven- 
titious and temporary. Our navigation with the 
European Dominions of Great Britain was 60,889 
tons; with those of France only 14,177, that is, 
more than four to one. This difference might be 
considercd of a permanent nature; that which 
was derived from Colony advantages, as precarious 
and temporary, because contrary to the general 
principle of the Colonial policy of all the Euro- 
pean nations, and contrary to the very principles 
of the new French Navigation Act. The geutle- 
man had ascribed our late increase of navigation 
to temporary causes. It would, however, be found 
to be principally applicable to our trade with the 
British Dominions, and therefore not so, but the 
result of our regulations, In this respect our 
statements terminate with the ycar 1792, a period 
prior to the effect of any temporary causes affect- 
ing Britain. It had been said if we transfer our 
exports from Britain to France, we shall increase 
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our navigation ten-fold. But would a vote of the 


louse make that transfer? Would it create a 
demand for our exports in France which did not 
exist? Why had she not taken a greater propor- 
tion hitherto? Was it not because she had not a 
demand for them? Great Britain, said the gen- 
tlenan, could not obtain elsewhere the articles 
with which we supply her. Mr. 8. examined this 
part of the argument under the different heads. 
Wood, viz: masts, spars, timber, boards, staves. It 
was less than thirty years since Britain derived 
her supply of those articles almost wholly from 
other countries, namely, Russia, Sweden, Nor- 
way, and Germany. ‘he latter, through Hol- 
land, supplied the greatest part of Europe with 
oak timber, pipe, hogshead, and barrel staves, in 
which we have less to fear from competition than 
in respect to other articles; indeed, without some 
extra advantages, we could not well maintain a 
competition with the countries on the Baltic, in 
the European trade of wood, owing principally to 
our greater distance, which makes the freight 
much higher from this country than from the 
Baltic; hence, prohably, it is, that we ship so little 
to France. 

Tar and piteh, Britain used formerly to derive 
her supply of these articles also from the Baltic, 
principally from Sweden, and the same might be 
the case hereafter. 

Indigo, This can be had from the East Indies, 
from all parts of the West Indics, including the 
Colonies of the Spaniards, Portuguese, and Dutch, 
ou this Continent; great quantities of it, and of 
good qualily, are produced in St. Domingo and 
Guatemala. 

Tobacco. This article is raised in the Ukraine 
and other Southern parts of Europe, in the Flori- 
das, parts of South America, and in the West 
India [slands. It was true, the tobacco of this 
country was fitter for certain purposes than that of 
other countries. ‘These particular kinds might find 
their way to a market otherwise suificiently sup- 

` plied, or even having a surplus. 

Rice was formerly carried to Great Britain in 
great, quantitics from the Levant and the Hast 
Indics; some is raised in Spain and Italy. All; 
the Spanish and Portuguese Colonies are fitted: 
for it; a considerable quantity is raised in the 
Brazils. 

Pot and pearl ashes. Toss than thirty years ago 
Great Britain was supplied with this article from 
other countrics, viz: Russia, Germany, Sweden, 
Denmark, and Spain. The barilla of Spain is said 
to be a substitute for it. 

The gentleman, as well as others, had men- 


other States. Why the same cause should pro- 
duce such different effects in different parts, he 
should not inquire. As to its suppo.ed Influence 
on the borrowers, in creating an undue depend- 
ence, that remark had been well answered already. 
In truth, the borrower is, under certain circum- 
stances, more apt to become the enemy than the 
dependent of the lender. An apprehension had 
been entertained by the gentleman that the ex- 
isting commercial connexion wilh Britain would 
promote Monarchical principles in this country ; 
and yet the professed object of the resolutions is 
to compel Great Britain to enter into a commer- 
cial treaty with us, and thereby strengthen and 
extend the commercial ties which already existed. 
The resolutions are, moreover, designed to induce 
the emigration to this country of thousands of 
British manufacturers, who will naturally bring 
their Monarchical principles along with them. 
But if a commercial intercourse with the Domin- 
ions of a Monarch are pregnant with such evils, 
we ought to abandon our trade with Spain, Por- 
tugal, and Russia, as well as Britain, and confine it 
to the Swiss Cantons and other Republics. Such 
apprehensions, however, he could not but con- 
sider as a poor compliment to the dispositions 
and character of the American people. They are 
too much attached to Republican Government 
and to their liberties to be exposed to the danger 
of losing either the one or the other by their inter- 
course with any forcign nation whatever. After 
some further remarks, Mr. S concluded with say- 
ing, much apology is due to the Committee for 
having so greatly abused thcir patience ; but when 
I consider that the proposcd measures, unlike 
common Legislative acts, which can be repealed 
at pleasure when found injurious, must be deemed 
the corner-stone of a new Commercial Constitu- 
tion, which, being once laid, we must, at all 
hazards, build upon or be disgraced, I am prompt- 
ed by the strongest injunctions of duty tọ suggest 
every consideration which may induce the Com- 
mittee to ponder seriously before they adopt them. 
My opposition is stimulated by a further consider- 
ation. Representing a district which includes an 
important cominercial city, and a territory pro- 
ducing a staple valuable and bulky, many of whose 
proprietors have not yet emerged from the debts 
incurred by a ravaging war, and whose welfare 
depends on a ready vent for their productions, as 
well as a cheap supply of the indispensable “arti- 
cles of foreign manufactures, I feel a weighty re- 
sponsibility on my mind on this occasion, and a 
peculiar solicitude to protect them against those 
embarrassments and distresses which appear, to 


tioned the bancfal effects of the credit given by | my judgment, inseparable from the propositions, 
British merchants, Credit, like other good things, jand which will operate against my constituents 
is liable to abuse. Dr. Franklin, who well knew | like a two-edged sword, by obstrneting the export 
ihe circumstances of this country, bequeathed a | of their produce, and rendering more unattainable 
part of his estate to be loaned out to young trades | their necessary supplies. 


men and mechanics. Ie thought well of credit, j 
and his testimony of its utility ought to remove 
some of the prejudices against i Tf credit had 
produced pernicious effects in Virginia, as a 
member from that State had represented, il was 


When Mr. Suri had concluded, the Committee 


rose and had leave to sit again. 


Tuurspay, January 30. 
The following Message was received from the 


certain thal it had produced wholesome effects in ' Pxesipent or Tus Umrin Stages: 
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Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : Mr. Crank observed that there was no necessity 
I lay before you the copy of a Letter from the Go for a loan to pay the appropriation of the present 

vernor of the State of North Carolina, together with , bill, which provides only for the civil list. P 

two petitions, to which it refers, and which I am re- | Mr. Manpison concurred in the idea mentioned 

quested, by the Legislature of that State, and himself, | by the gentleman last up, and observed that the 


to transmit to Congress. / objects of appropriations, and ways and means, are 
G. WASHINGTON. so distinct, that it has been thought proper, essen- 
Unirep States, January 30, 1794. tially to separate them in the Constitution. 
The said Message and papers were read, and or- Mr. Gites conceived that a loan should not be 
dered to lie on the table. entered into at least until the state of the Treasury 
The following Message was reccived from the is before the House. He was for deferring the 
PRESIDENT OF ie UNITED STATES: proposition on the principles already mentioned. 


Mr. Firzsimons drew a distinction between the 
‘ subject of ways and means, and the object contem- 
of the House of Representatives : plated by the present motion, which he considered 
Communications have been made to Congress, during | mercly an anticipation of the revenue, 
the present session, with the intention of affording a : Mr. Mapisox asked whether this money by loan 
full view of the posture of affairs on the Southwestern | is not to be procured by the payment of an interest 
frontiers. By the information which has lately been | of five per cent., and whether a tax will not be ne- 
laid before Congress, it appeared that the difficulties | cessary to pay that interest? 
with the Creeks had been amicably and happily termina- Mr. CLarx assured the mover that he would 
ted. But it will be perceived, with regret, by the papers | gide with him in his opinion, if he could satisfy 
herewith transmitted, that the tranquility has, unfortu- his mind that this was not a subject of ways and 
nately, been vf short duration, owing to the murder of | means, and that the paper on the table would bring 
several friendly Indians by some law less white meu. | into the Treasury a sum of money without ways 
The condition of things, in that quarter, requires the i 
serious and immediate consideration of Congress, and aor Hing thoucht it d to h a 
the adoption of such wise and vigorous laws, as will be ae ee ough ee, $ 4 eth 
compelent to the preservation of the national character, | the Treasury’s being empty, and approved of the 
and of the peace made under the authority of the Unit | anticipation proposed. EETRI 
ed States, with the several Indian tribes. Experience Mr. Goonnre considered the subject in this light. 
demonstrates that the existing legal provisions are en- | The resources of the Government are about suffi- 
tirely inadequate to those great objects cient to defray its expenses, but as it gives credit 
G. WASHINGTON. | to the importing merchants, an anticipation of the 
Uxuen States, January 30, 1794. revenue is necessary by loan. 

Mr, Sarr, of Maryland, exemplified the same 
idea by reference to private life, and moved to post- 
ponc the present question for the purpose of ob- 
taining necessary information from the Treasury. 

Tt was then 

Resolved, That the Secrelary of the Treasury 
lay before this House an account of the moneys 
now in the Treasury, with an estimate of such 
further sums as may probably come into the Trea- 
sury before the first day of April next, and of the 
demands that will probably be made on the Trea- 
sury to that time; with a statement of the Domes- 
tic Loans. 

After some further observations on the subject, 
the Committee rose and asked leave to sit again. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the Report of the Secretary 
of State on the privileges and restrictions on the 
commerce of the United States in foreign countries ; 
and after spending sorne time therein the Commit- 
tee rose, and the Honse adjourned. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to be referred to Mr. Forrest, Mr. Prex- 
ens, Mr. Mesane, Mr. Scorr, and Mr. CLARK; 
and that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

Mr. Ames, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill providing for the retief of such of the 
inhabitants of Saint Domingo, resident within the 
United States as may be found in want of support ; 
which was read twice and committed. z 

l 


APPROPRIATION RILL. 


The House then weni into a Committee of the 
Whole on the appropriation bill; the discussion 
of the several sections being finished, a motion was 
made by Mr Firzsimons, to add another clause 
to authorize the PRESIDENT to make a Joan, under 
certain restrictions, to provide for these appropria- 
tions. 

Mr. Maptsox objected to connecting the two 
subjects. This, said he, involves a consideration 
of ways and means, and ought to be kept distinct 
from that of appropriations. 

Mr. Frrasiwoxs conceived, on the contrary, the 
objects inseparable. There is no use in making 
appropriations without moncy to pay them. The 
surplus revenue amounts to nearly two millions, 
but the Treasury does not at present contain more 
than $500,000, and a loan will, therefore, be neces- 
sary to anticipate the revenue. 


Fermar, January 31. 

A petition of Thomas Pearson and others, pro- 
prietors of lands in the Territory of the United 
States, South of the river Ohio, was presented to 
the House and read, praying the attention of Con- 
gress to the subject-matter of a representation to, 
and certain proceedings of, the Legislature of North 
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Carolina, respecting a claim of the petitioners to 
certain lands in tne said Territory. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Ifouse again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tec of the Whole House on the Report of the Se- 
erctary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States in foreign 
countries. 

Mr. Foster said: Upon the first statement of 
the propositions which have been so long under 
the consideration of the Committee, T was one of 
the individuals who had to examine the subject in 
the various Jights under which it ought to be 
viewed, in order to form an opinion upon the ne- 
cessity, the expediency, and the probable conse- 
quences of the adoption of the system which the 
resolutions contemplate. I have listened with un- 
remitted attention to the debates, and have en 
deavored that a single observation of importance 
should not escape unnoticed. The resolutions, at 
first view, appeared important. On a critical and 
attentive examination, they do nol appear less so, 
They confessedly involve a greal variety of inte- 
rests—interests of the highest magnitude—and, if 
adopted, will essentially alter the circumstances, 
the views, the commercial prospects, and the civil 
policy of the National Government. 

The candor and ingenuity with which the sub- 
ject has been discussed have given me great satis- 
faction. The arguments against and in support 
of the resolutions have been displayed in a man- 
ner highly gratifying to an inquiring mind. The 
variety of views in which the subject has been 
examined ; its relative connexion with our agri- 
culture, our manufactures, and the whole civil 
polity of the United States; the influence which 
the system would have upon our intercourse with 
foreign nations, and the probable effects resulting 
to them, more especially to France and Great 
Britain—have afforded much information; and I 
am happy in acknowledging my obligations to the 
gentlemen who have, with so much ability and 
precision, favored us with their sentiments. Much 
time, Mr. Chairman, has been already spent in the 
discussion, The subject is momentous and re- 
quired it. The affirmative and the negative of 
the question have been ably advocated and ably 
supported. A gencral review of the arguments 
may not, perhaps, be without its use. 

In support of the resolutions it has been urged— 

That the measures of the tendency hereby con- 
templated have been long expected by the citizens 
of the United States. 

That the regulation of our cominerce was the 
principle which first induced the formation and 
establishment of our present Constitution. 

That the adoption of the resolutions will pro- 
bably excite a competition in foreign countries, as 
well as among our own citizens, operating to pro- 
duce supplies of such articles as we may wish 
from other nations than those who now furnish 
us, and as an encouragement to the domestic ma- 
nufacture of the satne articles. 


That they will tend to the increase of our navi- 
gation, enable us to obtain our proper share of 
the carrying trade, and enjoy those bencfits and 
advantages to which, froin our relative situation 
and existing circumstances, we are entitled. 

That, by a pursuit of this system, we may in- 
jure the individuals, particularly the manufactu- 
rers, and, consequently, the Governments of other 
countries, and make our enemies feel the extent of 
our power, our abilities to injure them, and thence 
induce a proper respect for our rights and interests 
and our Government. 

That the probable diminution of our revenues, 
from the possible diminution of our imports, would, 
in some degree, be counterhalanced by the increase 
of the duties contemplated by the resolutions. 

That we are bound to obtain reparation for the 
injustice done to individuals of our own country 
by regulations contravening the Laws of Nations, 
made by some of the belligerent Powers; or, in 
default of obtaining such reparation, we are bound 
to compensate the damages which such individuals 
have sustained. 

That provision is hereby proposed to be made 
for raising moneys to compensate, in the first iu- 
stance, the individuals thus injured, 

That leaving our trade to regulate itself is, in 
fact, leaving it to be regulated by forcign nations. 

That jealousy and ill-will have always marked 
the line of conduct of Great Britain toward Amc- 
rica. She has never executed the Treaty of Peace ; 
she carried away our negroes; she detained our 
Western posts; she excited and encourages the 
Indian war; she has lct loose the Algerines; she 
has violated our neutrality, and committed spolia- 
tions on our ships at sea. 

That the balance of our trade with Great Bri- 
tain is now much against us, This has produced, 
on her part, an extensive credit, operating as a 
grievance, creating a foreign influence, which per- 
vades the mercantile and trading part of the com- 
munity, may extend into our public councils, and 
have an undue effect on our Government. 

That we have all the necessaries of life pro- 
duced in our own country, and, consequently, have 
greater advantages in establishing such regula- 
tions, beyond what are enjoyed by a populous and 
manufacturing nation. 

That, should the proposed system be adopted, 
and carried into effect, there is no probability of 
retaliation on the part of Great Britain. Should 
she be disposed, she cannoi effect it. If tho issue 
require self denial, we can endure the evil with the 
greater advantage, and may safely calculate upon a 
complete triuinph. 

That Britain is now at war with Republican 
principles, and our commerce enables her to prose- 
cute that war. 

That the balance of our trade with France has 
always been in our favor, Thal friendship and 
disinterested benevolence have ever marked her 
conduct towards the United States. 

That gratitude to the French nation requires us 
to turn the current of our trade from Britain to 
them. 

That the system contemplated by these reselu- 
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tions will induce France to confer on us additional 
favors. 

And, finally, that, by withholding our commerce 
from Great Britain, we shall aid the cause of the 
French, who are at war against despotism, strug- 
gling for liberty and the rights of freemen. 

In opposition to the resolutions, it is said— 

That, though measures similar to those now 
contemplated, may have been heretofore expected, 
a necessity for their adoption does not now exist. 

That regulations have alrcady been made which 
have had a happy influence in increasing our com- 
merce, our manufactures, and our navigation. 

‘That our commercial advantages, our fishcrics, 
our seamen, and our ships, have been progressively 
increasing since the adoptions of our present happy 
Constitution; that their numbers and growth are 
still increasing, and under the influence of the cx- 
isting system, will continue to do so as rapidly as 
will be beneficial to the community. 

That, although additional duties on forcign ton- 
nage might encourage our navigation, yet the in- 
crease onght to be made with caution. A very 
great or undue proportion of American capital ; 


| 
being vested in navigation would be hazardous 


and, in case of a war, the loss would distress us 
extremely. 

That an increasement of our shipping beyond 
what is necessary for our importations, would be 
injuries. The surplus necessarily deducts from a 
capital which is wanted for other purposes, and 
may be more beneficially improved in the increase 
of our manufactures and agriculture. An excess 
of zeal to promote our commerce and navigation is 
more dangerous than a deficiency. 

That it is the interest of the landholder that our 
trade should be free, and that foreign, as well as 
domestic vessels, should be admitted to onr wharves, 
and permitted to receive our produce for cxporta- 
tion without restraint. 

That, should additional duties be imposed, dis- 
crimination would be impolitic and unjust. The 
commerce of one nation ought nul to be encou- 
raged to the detriment of another. If there is no 
friendship in trade, it does not follow there must be 
enmity. 

That, in establishing a commercial system, and 
forming a decision on the subject now under the 
consideration of the Committee, we should divest 
ourselves of political views. We ought not to 
suffer our resentments to influence us. The feel- 
ings excited by the consideration of the Indian 
war, the depredations of the Algerines, or the in- 
execution of the Treaty of Peace, have nothing to 
do with a subject which respects the regulation 
of our commerce only. To obtain redress for any 
political injuries we may have sustained, recourse, 
in the first instance, should be had to peaceable 
negotiations which would probably prove effectual. 

That the object of the present resolutions ap- 
pears to be a commercial warfare, which, in all 
probability, would be productive of one far more 
serious. 

That the expediency of forming any commer 
cial treatics may well be questioned. They ne- 
cessarily connect us in the politics of Europe —a 


connexion which can never be salutary for Ame- 
rica. But, if commercial treaties are formed, mu- 
tual interest should be considered as the funda- 
mental principle. 

That the resolutions before us contain only an 
affectation of aiding our navigation, commerce, 
and manufactures. ‘They will, in fact, prove de- 
trimental to cach of them, by producing a tempo- 
rary stagnation, at least, of the one, and unavoida- 
ble embarrassments upon the other. 

That high duties, hy augmenting the prices of 
such goods as might be imported, would only ope- 
rate as taxes and burdens against our own citizens, 
who are the consumers; at the same time answer 
ing no valuable purposes to us with the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, against which they are pro- 
fessedly pointed, nor offering any particular en- 
couragement to our own manufactures. 

That the goodness of a market is to be deter- 
mined by the relative proportion of the dearness 
or cheapness of the articles sold or purchased; and 
that, on a comparative view, the commercial system 
of Great Britain is more favorable to us than that 
of any other foreign nation. With respect to our 
exports, she is, and ever has been, a better cus- 
tomer than France, in the ratio of two to one. 

That the restrictions complained of were in ex- 
istence previous to our becoming an independant 
nation. They are, in fact, a part of her Colonial 
establishment, and still operate only as they re- 
spect ber Colonial dependencies. 

That the industry of our citizens has been, and 
is nourished, by the aid of a foreign capital, for 
which credit is an excellent substitute. So far 
from being injurious, it is highly beneficial, and, 
in the present situation of our country, has a hap- 
py effect in the promotion of ship-building, manu- 
factures, and agriculture. Admitting it was an 
evil, it is merely a municipal regulation, and alto- 
gether beyond the control of Congress. 

That Great Britain is able to supply us with such 
articles as we want, in great abundance, and on 
better terms than any other nation. She has it in 
her power, and is willing to give us credit. The 
French cannot or will uct do it. 

That the influence of British credit on our pub- 
lic councils is chimerical. The falsity of the idea 
is apparent by the part taken and so ably support- 
ed by the respectable gentlemen who represent a 
part of the United States which has reccived the 
most extensive credit. 

That, should we be deprived of this advantage, 
merchants of great capitals only could trade, A 
monopoly by the wealthy would increast the prices 
of the articles consumed, and the enterprise and 
industry of young men, who have need of credit, 
would be checked and discouruged. 

That the faith of the United States has been 
heretofore pledged, appropriating the moncys 
raised by certain existing duties to the discharg- 
ing of public debt A system, like the one pro- 
posed, tending to the diminution of the amonnt of 
those duties, would be a breach of faith, disgrace- 
ful as well as unjustifiable. 

That the conduct of France, as respects our 
commeree, our navigation, and our fisheries, has 
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uniformly evidenced a selfish policy; and that we : ter thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 

have no privileges to boast of in consequence of | thereupon, to the House. 

our present existing commercial treaty with that! The House-resolved itself into a Committee of 

nation. the Whole House on the bill providing for the re- 
This, Mr. Chairman, is a summary view of the! lief of such of the inhabitants of Suint Domingo, 

principal arguments which have been adduced on! resident within the United States, as may be found 

the one side and on the other of the important ' in want of support; and, 

question before the Committee. Many ingenious! Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 

calculations, observations, comparisons, and docu- ' read the third time to-morrow. 

ments, fraught with informition, and tending to! 

elucidate the subject, have been offered. I have | COMMERCE OF TOE UNITED STATES. 


listened with attention to the whole of them, and‘ 
5 DA O . : : 
on a careful review, it appears to me that this is! The House again resolved itself into a Com- 


not the proper time for us to introduce very essen-. mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
tial alterations in our commercial system; that,: Secretary of State on the privileges and restric- 
be our wishes what they may respecting the issue ' tions on the commerce of the United States in 
of the present war in Europe, neither duty nor good | forcign countries: When 
poliey will permit us to become pirties—the strict! Mr. SwirT moved. that the first of the resolutions, 
principles of neutrality ought to influence our! whieh was then before the Committee, should be 
eonduct; that the measures proposed would have $ struek out. 
a very bad tendency; that they would produce | Mr. Nicwouas said, that the gentleman who had 
great inconvenience to our revenues; 2 temporary : moved the resoluticn, and several other members, 
stagnation to our commerce; a future augmenta- ' Were not present; and he hoped for a delay, were 
tion of the shackles under which it now labors; jit only of ten or fifteen minutes. 
deprive our fellow-citizens of enjoyments which | Mr. Dayton atid, that it was the business of 
they have a right to possess; turn industry from! members to attend in their places, and if they did 
its natural channel: induce a necessity of land | not choose to ds sv, the House were not to wait for 
taxes for the exigencies and support of Govern- | them. a+ 
ment; prove injurious to public credit; be ruinous j Mr. GiLEs was of opinion, that, from motives of 
to our agriculture, and. in the present crisis, might | delicacy, theCommittee should grani a short delay. 
precipitate us into a war—evils which justice, hu- | He, therefure, moved that the question should be 
manity, true principles of patriotism, the duties of : deferred. , y 
morality and the best interests of our country, re-j Mr. FœREsT considered that it would be unfair 
quire us to deprecate, and, if possible, avoid. : and uncendid to take the question iu the absence of 
I have endeavored to examine and consider the | the genlemain who proposed tne resolutions, He, 
subject with candor. I have formed my opinion ` himsel, if he stood in the place of that gentleman, 
upon serious deliberation, and feel an impressiun of ; must feel extremely hurt at such a thing beiog 
duty, when the question shall be taken, to vote | done to him; and he would not use any gentleman 


against the propositions. | so, 2ecause he would not wish to be used so him- 


The Cominittee now rose, and had leave to sit j sek. . 
again. Mr. Sarire, in all the public assemblies where he 


jad ever been, had never been witness to any at- 
enpr like the present of taking the advantage of 
the absence of n gentleman to carry a question 
Monpay, February 3. lamina hii. = Yag 

A petition of Thomas Pearsall and Elijah Pel,{ Mr. Dayrtox replied, that he disdained any idea 
of the city of New York, was presented to me] of this sort, and he did not care whether the 
House and read, praying that an additivnal daty į gentlemen on the opposite side were to defer the 
may be imposed on the importation of hous or į question for a diy, a week, or a month, He was 
hand-bellows, or such encouragement given v the | willing to postpone it as long as they pleased. But 
manufacture of the said artele in the Jniced , he thoayht it a bad precedent, that any member, 
States, as to the wisdom of Congress shal seem : by choosing to absent himself. should stup the 
mecel. | business of the House. 
Ordered, That the said petition, togeher with; Mr. Frrasimoys wished that the question might 
the petitions of the manufacturers of print in the | never be tiken at all. 
towns of Bulimore and Alexandria, sud of the | Mr. DEXTER spoke a few words to the same pur- 
dealers ia oil and painters’ colors, whieh lay oa the | pose. He did nut think that the resolution had any 
table, be referred to Mr. Watrs, Mr, Corr, and Mr. | meaning, at least he could not discover it; and, 
Hinpmax ; that they do examine the matter thereof, | therefore, he did not think it worth while to take 
and report the same, with their opiaion thereupon, | any question upon the matter. 
to the House. Mr, Crark sahl, that this was the thirteenth 

The Speaker laid before the House a Report | day which this question had been debated, The 
froin the Secretary of the ‘Treasury on the petition | gentleman wio was up last had, upon one of these 
of Winthrop Sargent: which was read, and order- | days, engrossed the time of the House for more 
ed to be referred to Mr. Hearta, Mr. Foster, and | than an hour, and after having opposed the mean- 
Mr. Mosrcomery; that they do examine the mat- iing of the resolution at such grear length, he at last 
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made this wonderful discovery, that it meant 
nothing ! 
Mr. Bouvior wished the Committee to rise. 


Mr. W. Smrru regarded the precedent as a dan- | 


gerous one. The absence might be intentional, 
Perhaps the gentleman now absent would likewise 
be absent to-morrow, although the question should 
be deferred. 

Mr. Smiie expressed himself much hurt, that the 
member [Mr. Manson] should be so treated in his 
absence. lt was a sort of usage that could not be 
forgiven. He reprobated the insinnation of the gen- 
tletnan having fled the question. 

Mr. Wapswortr wes sorry that the gentleman 
who spoke last should have been angry at the hint 
of members flying the question, It was certainly 
true that such things h:d frequently happened ; 
and, therefore, it could be no harm tosay so. There 
had been members on that floor who had fled the 
question. More than one, tyo, or three members 
had done so. There will be such characters in all 
ages aud in all countries. A majority of the As 
sembly of Pennsylvania had once run away from 
a question, There were members who never 
could be brought to give a vote on a question of 
war, Congress had been sometimes forced to stop 
business for want of a quorum, on account ef mem- 
bers flying a question. For himself, he looked 
upon it as a very bad precedent for ihe House to 
defer business on account of the absence of any 
member. He understood that he was ‘his day to 
give his vote in a minority. He was against the 
resolutions tor many reasons, with whicl. he was 
acquainted before this debate began; andhe was 
likewise against them for many reasons wlich he 
never heard till after the debate began. I krow a 
member, said Mr. W. smiling, who is to give his 
vote against the resolutions, and who goes into the 
country this night. If the question is deferied 
this day, for the absence of one member, I shali 
try to get it put off to-morrow for the absence o* 
this other member; and so [ shall always be for 
putting it off till I can turn my minority into a ma- 
jority. 

Mr. Fixptey rose in reply to what had dropped 
from Mr. W.-about the majority of the Assembly 
of Pennsylyania running away from the question. 
[Tt was objected, that he was not in order, as he 
was not speaking to the question before the House. ] 
Mr. F. replied that he was in order, as he was 
about to explain the nature of some facts which 
the gentleman had asserted. That if that gentle- 
man was permitted to assert. those things, he had a 


had not, on that account, been censured. If it was 
wrong, it arose from the religion they professed. 
Ile expressed his surprise al the gentleman’s as- 
sertion, that the majority of the Assembly of Penn- 
sylvania had once run away froma question. That 
ii must have been a very foolish majority, indeed, 
to run away from a question, which, by slaying, 
they could have carried as they pleased. He sup- 
posed, however, that the gentleman was mistaken 
about the majority, and rather intended a cireum- 
stance peculiar to the late Constitution of Penn- 
sylvania, By that Constitution, the Legislature, 
consisting of but one branch, two-thirds of the 
members were necessary to make a quorum. This, 
and the obligation to publish business of a public 
nature, from one session to another, were designed 
as checks to prevent party resolutions, In the 
early period of that Legislature, so many of the 
members as reduced the House below a quoram, 
frequently withdrew, to prevent hasty measures, 
On one oceasion they withdrew to prevent a law 
from pussing, without being constitutionally pub- 
lished for consideration. The doors being attempt- 
ed to be forcibly shut, oeeasioned the affair to make 
some noise. Perhaps it was to this the gentleman 
alluded, but it was not a majority that withdrew. 
He said, that he admitted that in most cases the 
absence of members was a bad argument for de- 
laying business, nor was it acknowledged by 
the rules of the House, but bo thought thata regard 
to decency and propriety was always a rule, ‘The 
present question had been debated for twelve or 
thirteen days in the space of about three weeks. 
The question had often been called for, but when 
any gentleman suggested that there was anything 
further to be offered, the question was delayed 
without opposition. Thal before the House ad- 
journed on Friday last, the question appeared ripe 
for decision, but a member who haq been much 
engaged in the debates, suggested that another 
member wished to be heard, and the question was 
delayed. ‘That on Saturday it was expected that 
many members would go out of town who would 
aot be returned so early this morning. Though 
he acknowledged the right of the House to take 
the question at any time, yet he wished for a de- 
cen exercise of that right. ‘Though he thought 
the member had a right to change his mind and 
decliie speaking if he thought proper, yet he could 
not approve of first delaying the question at the 
request that the members might be heard, and de- 
clining to speak in order to favor a surprise. 
Though the House might decide any tine, it 


right to explain them, and appealed to the Chair- | ought not to prefer the most improper time that 
man, who, as well as many of the members, ae- | offered during the whole discussion. He said the 


knowledved his right, and bid him go on. 


Assembly of Pennsylvania, to which such free 


Mr. F. snid, that he doubted if the members | allusions had been made, thought it indecent to 
had all as high a sense of honor, in standing their | take an important question on Monday morning, 


ground upon a question, as his colleague [Mr. 
SMILIE] hud suggested, though he acknowledged 
they ought to have it. He alleged, that members 
thus absenting themselves, was not peculiar to 
Pennsylvania, ‘That in the Assembly of that and 


j constituents. 


knowing that several members having left town on 
Saturday night, nad not returned. To punish ab- 
seut members in this way was a poor argument. 
It was not the members that were punished, but the 
He said he did not know which side 


other States, and even in Cougress, members had į of the House had most members absent; he only 
sometimes withdrawn from questions respecting | wished a fair and full decision. 


war, upun the account of religious scruples, and 


Mr. Cuarg observed, in answer to the gentle. 
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man, that if they sat much longer on this question, 
he should have no feeling at all; for he believed 
they would all be petrified. He was for putting the 
vote immediately, that they might not be entangled 
in another debate of six days, to prove that the re- 
solution meant nothing. 

Mr. Giugs rose and withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Mapison had now come in. In answer to 
what had been objected against the generality of his 
resolution, he said that there were numerous pre- 
cedents of that sort upon the Journals, 

Mr. Ames replied to Mr. MADISON. 

Mr. Fitzsimons said, that he would vote against 
the first resolution; but some of the subsequent 
ones he approved. They had lost three weeks in 
debating upon the metaphysics of commerce. Let 
the resolutions be taken one by one. He hoped 
that the House would do something for the manu- 
factures of the country. He was convinced that 
something might be done. 

Mr. Gites said, that he would vote for the first 
resolution, but for some of those which‘went after 
it he would not vote. 

Mr. Maptsoy spoke as follows: I owe many apol- 
ogies to this House for rising so often, but since I 
rise only for explanation, I hope I shall be forgiven. 
I intentionally made the first resolution as vague as 
it is, and not more so. I regarded this generality 
of expression as necessary, 

Mr. Heata wanted the question taken, the gen- 
tlemen against the resolution were going off the 
question in a ludicrous manner. 

Mr. Dayton was against the resolution. The 
evasion was on the opposite side. The gentlemen 
for the resolutions were like some kinds of arn- 
phibious animals. If you attack them on the land 
they fly into the water; if you attack them by 
water they fly to land. As to the resolutions, he 
expected nothing but mischief from them. ‘The 
people of the United States would set up manufac- 
tures. The restrictions would presently be taken 
of British manufactures would pour in again. 
And those who had set up American manufacto- 
ries would be reduced to beggary, The House 
would act in this case as the British House of 
Commons once did. They voted, “that the in- 
fluence of the Crown had increased, was increas- 
ing, and ought to be diminished.” But they had 
never acted up to this resolution, or done anything 
upon it. In the same way the gentlemen who 
vote for the present resolution will disagree to 
those that come alter it. The business would end 
in nothing, and thus the House, by having adopt- 
ed the first resolution, would make themselves ri- 
diculous. 

Mr. Ames said, the resolution was matter of 
moonshine, including everything, and concluding 
nothing. Now we are told by the mover that the 
first resolution pledged us to nothing. Therefore, 
we shall have nothing to do with it. 

Mr. leara observed, that if he had entertained 
any doubts as to the propriety of the resolutions, 
those doubts would be now removed by the style 
of subterfuge adopted in the present debate by the 
members against them. 

Here Mr. Davros, Mr. Aams, and Mr. W. 


[H. or R. 


Sirn, rose together. Mr. Smıra was heard. He 
said that they had not been debating at all about 
the first resolution, but about the second resolu- 
tion, ever since the discussion began. Mr. S. moved 
an amendment to the first resolution, which was 
that instead of the words “certain cases,” be read 
“the following cases.” He said that this amend- 
aay was necessary to make the resolution intelli- 
gible. ‘ 

Mr. Venaste said, it was in vain to deny, there 
was à subterfuge and a spirit of quibbling unworthy 
of Congress in these proceedings. A gentleman, 
[Mr. Sotrrx,] had just now told us that the first re- 
solution was unintelligible, and yet this very mem- 
ber had taken up two days on this very resolation, 
and now he rose to tell us that it had no meaning, 
and that he did not understand it. Mr. V. had lis- 
tened with great attention to all that had been said, 
and thought it evident that a spirit of quibbling 
and of subterfuge had got into the opinion of the 
resolutions, 

This charge was retorted from the gentlemen on 
the other side of the House, For which Mr. 
Nicwoi.as said there was no ground. As to blend- 
ing political and commercial speculations, for which 
the friends of the resolution had been blamed, there 
was nothing unfair. In the very beginning of the 
debate, it had been stated, that they were a substi- 
tute for military preparations. 

Mr. Frezsimons hoped the amendment would 
be withdrawn, Jt would sound strangely to the 
world, and place them all together iu a singular 
light, if, when they had debated su Jong on a reso- 
lion, they should at this time be amending it, in 
a way as if tbey had not understood the meaning 
of it. Mr. Surra withdrew his motion accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. Gruxs did not wish to delay a vote. TIe had 
been both amused and astonished with the tone of 
distinction adopted by the gentlemen opposed to the 
resolutions, Political questions were the genus, of 
which commercial questions were a species, There 
was nothing unfair in connecting what it was jin- 
possible to separate. A spirit of quibbling had 
this day got into the House. „Lhe debate had taken 
a new turn, and a turn in which he was very un- 
willing to appear. 

The question being loudly called for, it was put 
and carried, 51 votes to 46. The Committee then 
rose, and had leave to sit again. 


Tuespay, February 4. 

An engrossed bill, providing for the relief of such 
of the inhabitants of St Domingo, resident within 
the United States, as may be found in want of sup- 
port, was read the third time and passed. 

COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

The House again resolved itself into a Comninit- 
tee of the Whole House, on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of State, on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United Stat:s in forcign 
countries. 

Mr. Nicrozas desired to exclude by nime all 
Powers except Britain, from the effect of tae first 
resolution. 
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[Some gentlemen said it would be much more 
manly to name Britain at once.] . 

Mr. Nicrouas said, that he had no objecion to 
naming Britain, ? 

Mr. Maptsoy observed, that he had at first avoid- 
ed the particular mention of Britain, because he had 
been solicitous to conduct the business in as civil a 
way as possible. It was no concern to him whether 
Britain was specially mentioned or not. Her Sta- 
tute Book had afforded many examples of that kind 
of style. 

Mr. S. Smirn was at a loss to know what recent 
injury Britain had committed, which could justify 
this proceeding. ln point of justice, Spain ought 
to be put on the same footing. She had laid restric- 
tions on American shipping, that she did not impose 
on those of any other nation. 

Mr. Nreuor.as answered, that the case did not 
apply to Spain; we enjoy a trade with her that is 
highly beneficial to the United States; nor have 
we any means of compelling her to alter her con- 
duct. 

Mr. Boupuwor strongly recommended that Spain, 
and the Imperial ports, should be comprehended in 
the restrictions. He had been against the original 
resolution; but since the measure was going for- 
ward, he wished that it might be conducted with 
propriety, and on principles as reasonable and equi- 
table as could be adopted. 

Mr. Mantson observed, that Britain had issued 
a Proclamation respecting the stoppage of the ves- 
sels of neutral nations; of these there were but 
threc—Denmark, Sweden, and the United States, 
The two former had been expressly excepted from 
the consequences of these restrictions. The Pro- 
clamation was, in itself, a breach of the law of 
nations. 

Mr. Ames was of opinion that it would be wiser 
to accept of excuses for injuries, than fight battles 
to avenge them. He likewise insisted that a train 
of negotiation had been entered into respecting the 
grievances of America, and that it would be pro- 
per to wait the conclusion of it. 

Mr. Manison considered the conduct of Britain as 
extremely atrocious. He read some extracts froin 
the correspondence between Mr. Pinckney and the 
American Government. 
Britain was represented as very arbitrary and ty- 
rannical; and it was strongly stated, that there 
was not the least chance of obtaining redress from 
the Court of London, for the violences committed 
on the American flag, 

Mr. Dayton read some other passages from the 
same correspondence, and from these he drew in- 
ferences of an opposite tendency. 

Mr. Gites read a passage from one of the let- 
ters of Mr. Pinckney, wherein that gentleman re- 
commended commercial restrictions, as the safest 
way of obtaining satisfaction from Britain for all 
the wrongs of America, since there was not the 
smallest probability of obtuining redress in any 
other way : Mr. P, expressed his extreme aversion 


to war, and therefore he suggested this method of 


retaliation, as a sure mode of distressing Britain, 
without the expense and danger of actual hostili- 
ties. Mr. G. asked, how in the name of common 


In these, the behaviour of 


sense, gentlemen, after perusing such letters from 
Mr. Pinckney, could stand up, and pretend to say, 
that they had the smallest expectation of obtaining 
justice from Britain? We had been astonished 
at the language that he had heard in that House. 
Members had not scrnpled to say, that the mere 
exercise of our political rights, as an independent 
Government, was equivalent to a Declaration of 
War against Britain. Why do we pretend to call 
ourselves & free or independent People? It would 
be much better, honestly and at once, to declare 
ourselves Colonies subject to Britain! The lan- 
guage held upon this topic was an insult upon the 
common sense of every American. We were en- 
titled to exercise our own rights in our own way. 
He would rather hazard a war, than give up that 
right. 

Mr. Wapswortn was convinced, that Spain 
and Portugal deserved to be comprehended under 
the commercial restrictions as much as Britain, 
since they behaved as badly. Portugal, in parti- 
cular, had acted with superlative basencss, for she 
did not, as in good faith she was bound, warn us 
beforehand of the approach of the Algerine Peace, 
It was true that the newspapers had teemed with 
preposterous praise of her generosity, but this was 
altogether a farce; because the papers before the 
House, which could not be printed, proved the con- 
trary. It was strangely said, that Britain had 
made the Peace for Portugal without the know- 
ledge of the Court of Lisbon—a circumstance quite 
incredible. Mr. W. asserted the conduct of Spain 
to be as mischievous as it possibly could be. The 
same remark applied to France, where the Cap- 
tains of American vessels had been fined for at- 
temping to obtain redress in a Court of Justice, 
against the captors of their ships. Nor did it pro 
ceed from any want of provisions, that they had 
seized cargoes of that kind. ‘They had openly 
locked’them up in warehouses for many months, 
and at the same time refusing to give the captains 
of the vessels any satisfaction. 1 really do not 
know (said Mr. W.) anybody, within whose reach 
we come, that does not despoil us. As tothe Law 
of Nations, I leave that to gentlemen of the lay— 
they may manage it; but he found it to be very 
uncertain. IIe was sure that all the world did us 
all the harm that was in their power; and he was 
not certain but what an open rupture wilh us will 
be acceptable to some of the nations of Europe. 
With regard to Spain, such a hostile disposition 
cannot be surprising, since every American news- 
paper that we can look into is full of projects for 
driving them out of the American Continent. He 
said that immense property depended on the de- 
cision of this day ; he believed there never was a 
greater at stake, in any question which had cver 
come before an American Congress. He referred 
to the lawsuits at present depending before the 
British Courts of Admiralty for the recovery of 
American property seized by the British pirates. 
Tle was convinced that, if the present amendment 
passed, the merchants of this country never would 
recover a farthing before the British Judges, of 
the immense sums for which they had lodged 
claims, which would be their ruin. ‘There was 
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one effect which the resolutions would produce, Mr. W. Ssrra rose immediately after Mr, 
and that was, to drive a great part of our shipping | Cuank, and observed, that the member might 
out of employment. This he did not consider as a i have spared himself the trouble of mentioning his 
misfortune, for there was a much greater propor- | advanced age, as his garrulity was a pretty strong 
tion of the mercantile capital of America engaged | symptom of it. Whether he (Mr. S.) had, in the 
in that business than could be for the advantage of ' course of his remarks, employed more words than 
the country. were necessary, the Committee would judge. 
Mr. Nicttouas, in reply to an argument con-| They would also judge whether the incessant 
stantly urged by the gentlemen on the other side | loquacity of that member was, in general, much 
of the question, said, that it was quite necdless to | to the purpose. With respect to any illiberal in- 
speak of waiting for the result of an application | sinuations, they only excited his contempt. He 
to Britain. A thing has happened that puts all | had no doubt they were reprobated by the Com- 
negotiation aut of the question. A man owes you! mittee, for they were intended to check the free- 
a dollar, you ask payment, and he robs you of an | dom of debate. But he declared, he would never 
hundred. The affair of the Algerines puts an end | suffer such attacks to deter him from that which 
to negotiation. The case was so bad, that after | he conceived a proper discharge of his duty. Mr. 
it, no man could hope for amicable redress from | S. said it was astonishing that, after he had, from 
Britain, or that after such baseness she would ever ; the commencement of the debate, so guardedly 
give us justice. With regard to Spain, there were | excluded all political topics, and confined his re- 
two good reasons why we should not wish to offend | marks expressly to commercial grounds, (consider- 
her. In the first place, the United States gained | ing the subject merely as a commercial one,) that 
largely by her trade; and, in the next, she was | there should be found any one so uncandid as to 
entircly out of our power. As to Britain, she was! wrest his arguments from commercial and apply 
within our reach; and he was solicitous to except , them to political facts. He had stated commer- 
Spain and evcry other country from the restric- | cial facts, and had drawn inferences from them. 
tions, that their impression might be the more | If the facts were unfounded in truth, let gentle- 
strongly felt in Britain. men deny them. If his inferences were inconelu- 
Mr. W. Suro again spoke at considerable | sive, lct gentlemen refute them. It was with 
length. much satisfaction he had, however, found, that 
Mr. Crank replied, that the gentleman from | all the commercial members who had followed 
South Carolina had said that Britain was the | him on the same side had, by their opinions and 
mosi friendly to the United States of any nation | votes, borne testimony to the accuracy of his state- 
in Europe; and that if a stranger came into that | ments. Were those members, on that account, 
House, he would think the resolution under dis- | liable to the charge of undue partiality for Bri- 
cussion was a manifesto of war against Britain. | tain, and would they not, if such charge were 
But, said Mr. C., (looking at Mr. Ssirn,) if a] made, be justified in recriminating? Would there 
stranger were to come into this House, he would | not be as much reason to accuse the onc side of 
think that Britain had an agent here. being agents of France as the other of being agents 
{Here the gentleman was called to order. ] for Britain? But he hoped all such remarks 
Mr. C. rose again, and repeated what he had | would, in future, be spared. The members on 
said, appealing to the judgment of the House. He | both sides were Americans, and had the same 
said that he had not named the gentleman as being | object in view—the public good—but they differed 
a British agent; he had only said, that a stranger | about the means. To substitute indecent person- 
might think there was a British agent in the Com- | alities for argument was unworthy of any member, 
mittee. The gentleman (Mr. Saitn] had objected | was an avowal of a want of argument, and merited 
to the prolixity of the proposed amendment, in | the animadversion of the House. 
naming and excepting so many nations from the} Mr. Swirr was sorry to hear so much personal 
restrictions, and had recommended it as much | reflection cast out as the Committee had just now 
better to declare, at once, that they were levelled | heard. He was convinced that the gentleman from 
at Britain only; it was putting twenty-five words | South Carolina would despise it, as he was satis- | 
where one would answer the purpose. Sir, (said | fied that every other gentleman in the Committee 
Mr. C.,) in cases of this kind there are often dif- | would do. ` 
ferent opinions. He had heard the gentleman him- Mr. Suinim saw no difference between returning 
self employ five hundred words, which, in his judg- | to the situation of a Colony dependent upon Bri- 
ment, did not comprehend the meaning of one. | tain, and that of submitting to be shackled as to 
As to the war, we had heard much painting, as if | commercial restrictions. j 
arms and legs were flying about our ears. For his} Mr. Axes said, that there was no commercial 
own part, he was not afraid of hostilities: the rea- | State in the Union which favored the resolutions : 
son perhaps was, that being much more advanced | four-fifths of the citizens of the United States were 
in life than some other members, he had less to | against them. It had been urged, that they con- 
lose hy death. As to the present amendment, he taincd nothing new; nothing but what had long 
regarded it as containing the essence of all which been intended to be carried into execution, An 
they have been debating about for: thirteen days; | opinion against the resolutions was travelling with 
and he hoped that the same gentlemen would vote | rapidity from this centre, on every side, to the cir- 
for it to-day, who yesterday had voted for the|cumference of the circle. The people had too 
resolution itself. much good sense to approve them. 
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Mr. Murray was surprised at the new turn 
which the debate had taken. Some days ago, the 


Committee had been amused and delighted with | 


a splendid detail of the advantages to be secured 
to America, by the resolutions; but, since that 
time, the style had been reversed, and it was now 
frankly acknowledged that their sole end was, a 
system of hostility against Britain, and that it 
was the noble and patriotic passion of resentment 
which had produced them? But he was most of 
all surprised to see gentlemen going into a scheme 
which must blow up three-fourths of the revenues 
of the country. He-could not imagine from what 
motives they were to cast themselves on their 
constituents in this way, or by what means they 
expected to be able to discharge the interest of the 
Public Debt. He was of opinion that no sinister 
motives of speculation in the Public Funds could 
influence that House. He was satisfied that it 
‘contained no speculators in paper, as had been as- 
serted by the pen of calumny. He gave his hearty 
negative to the resolutions, in every shape. All 
the extensive information possessed by the gentle- 
man who introduced them, all his abilities, and ali 
the resources of his mind, had not been able to 
discover any method for discharging the interest of 
this Debt. 

Mr. S. Suro, Mr. Dexrer, Mr. 
Mr. Firzsisons, 
subject. 

The Committee now rose, and reported progress, 
Without taking a question on the amendment. 


Hininovsy, 
and other members, spoke on the 


Wepnespay, February 5, 


Mr. Ginuent, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for extending the time for trans- 
mitting the oaths of absent owners of vessels, and 
for the relief of Thomas Jenkins and Sons; which 
was read twice, and committed, 

Mr. Goovuvr, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the remission of certain duties ; 
which was twice read, and committed. 

Ordered, That the Message from the Pre- 
SIDENT oF THE Untrep States, of the thirtieth 
ultimo, enclosing the copy of a Letter from the 
Governor of North Carolina, covering a resolution 
of the Legislature of that State; as, also, the 
petitions of Thomas Person, and others, proprie- 
tors of lands in the Territory South of the river 
Ohio, and of the Trustees of the University of 
North Carolina, be referred to Mr. WIititam Sarr, 
Mr. Biounr, Mr. Caryes, Mr. Orr, and Mr. Pres- 
TON; that they do examine the mattor thereof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House, 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee appointed to 
report whether any, and what, alterations or amend- 
ments are, in their opinion, necessary to the act 
“to establish the Post Office and Post Roads of the 
United States,” made a Teport; which was read, 
and ordered to be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Monday next. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Sceretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing a statement of the moneys now in the Trea- 


sury, with an estimate of such further sums as 
may probably come into the Treasury, before the 
first of April next; and the demands that will pro- 
bably be made on the Treasury to that time; with 
a state of the domestic loans, made pursuant to the 
order of the thirtieth of last month; which were 
read, and ordered to be committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House to whom is committed 
the bill making appropriations for the support of 
Government, for the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to take into consideration the act “to 
establish the Judicial Courts of the United States,” 
and report some provision in the case where any 
Judge of the Courts of the United States is, or 
may, by sickness or other disqualifying cause, be 
rendered incapable of discharging the duties of his 
office. Also, some further provision concerning 
bail, process, and costs, in the Courts of the United 
States; and, generally, to report such amendments 
to the said act, as they may judge necessary and 
Constitutional; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose and reported progress, 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


A motion was made, that the House do now, 
according to the order of the day, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House on the 
Report of the Secretary of State on the privileges 
and restrictions on the commerce of the United 
States in foreign countries, 

Mr. Lywan wished that a delay might be grant- 
ed, till advices should be received from England. 
It lay as a weight on his mind, that the House 
should proceed with so much rapidity. He had 
no design in wishing for a delay, but mercly that 
the House might act with greater certainty ; be- 
cause, after they had taken some decisive step, in- 
telligence of an accommodating nature might ar- 
rive from Britain, and cause them to regret the 
precipitation of their measures. He referred to 
the directions of the Executive to Mr. Prxckyey, 
to send a final answer to this country by the first 
of December. 

Mr. Ba.vwix recommended a delay during this 
whole session. le would not have sat silent dur- 
ing this discussion, as he had hitherto done, but 
from hopes that the subject would end in that 
way. It was his opinion, that this was one of 
those questions which had better be suffered to lie 
undisturbed for soine time, as it would, by delay, 
be meliorated. Two years ago, when the ques- 
tion was agitated, he and some other gentlemen 
had persuaded those members, who were then ex- 
tremely anxious for a measure of this nature, to 
postpone it. Ie had assured them, that they necd- 
cd to feel no alarm for their commerce and ship- 
ping, as they would unquestionably rise fast into 
prosperity. At the desire of these gentlemen, the 
report had been made. But, last session, it was 
considered as too early to produce it, satisfactory 
information upon some points not having been ob- 
tained. At the sitting down of this Congress, the 
report had been Jaid on the table. It would have 
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betrayed an improper disrespect for the last Con- | property had been seized and carried into her 
gress; for the Scerctary who gave in the report, | ports, in contradiction to reason and to justice. 
and for the gentleman, whose solicitations had | He had not yet had time to collect the proofs of 
brought it into existence, not to havo paid it no- | this, such as to enable him to make a regular ap- 
tice. But the predictions of Mr. B. had been fully | plication to the Government of this country ; and 
realized. The alarm had subsided. The very | ho supposed that many other merchants were in 
members who had been anxious for reports and | the same situation as to this point. The prohibi- 
restrictions, were convinced, from experience, that | tion of commerce between America and France 
their trade aud shipping were in no danger. In| by the combined Powers, was more injurious in 
spite of their severe lusses by sea, they were all idea, than in reality; and, that he might not he 
content to put up with them for the sake of culti- | misunderstood, he should beg lcave to explain 
yating the advantages of peace. Time had satis- | himsclf. In fact, no merchant of this country 
fied them with their situation; aud if the subject | would think of sending his property to France ; 
should be suffered to sleep till another session, | for the Convention, many months before the pro- 
time would, in the same way, convince the other | clamation of the combined Powers, had effectu- 
gentlemen, at present for the resolutions, that they | ally prohibited the importation of the productions 
were superfluous; he, therefore, advised to defer | of America into France, by suffering no French 
the consideration of the question. The parties | products or manufactures to be sent out of France ; 
had shifted sides, and would all, in the course of | nor, indeed, anything but assiynuts, which were of 
time, be of one mind. no service in the United States. 

Mr, SHERBURNE said, that he was one of only | Mr. Forrest thought it extremely improper to 
two members from New England, who had voted | defer or delay a decision; an alarm had been 
for the resolutions. He did so, because he be- | spread. It was proper to relieve the minds of the 
lieved them to correspond both with the inclina- | people. He wished to go into a Committce im- 
tions and the interests of his constituents. If their | mediately ; and, if that should be refused, he would 
opinion had becn different from his, he would have | have the yeas and nays taken on the question, 
resigned it, in deference to that of those who sent | Mr. Mapison had no objection to delay. As 
him into the House. Since he had given his vote, | to the resolutions, in answer to Mr. Dayrox, who 
he had heard so many assertions, that four-fifths | had spoke of the versatility of the idcas of the 
of the people of America were against the resolu- | mover, he said, that he had always reconciled him- 
tions, that he was disposed to wish for a delay, till | self to giving up some parts, and making partial 
he had learned the real state of public sentiment. | sacrifices, provided the great principle was pre- 

Mr. CLARK thought it reasonable to grant a de- | served. 
lay, if the member who asked for it( Mr. Lyman]| Mr. FINDLEY, in a speech of some length, said, 
did not méan this, as an expedient, to put off the | that, previous to the discussion on the resolutions, 
resolutions. It was proper that cvery gentleman | retailers had agreed to raise the price of goods for 
should be, as much as possible, satisfied ; and, be- | other and well known reasons, but that he had 
sides, to postpone proceedings till advice came | not discovered that the wholcsale merchants had 
from Britain, was cutting off the right arm of ar- | raised the prices. 
guments of the gentlemen in opposition. Mr. Fivzsimons contradicted Mr. FINDLEY, 

Mr. Tracy begged that the resolutions might | both as to this assertion, and another which he 
be deferred for this day, at least, because he had a | had made, that the merchants of Philadelphia 
report to lay before the House respecting the Post | were satisfied with the resolutions, which was 
Office and Post Roads, which could not be de- | contrary to the fact. He was authorized to say it 
layed. was otherwise. 

Mr. LYMAN declared that, in asking a delay, | Mr. FrnDLEy acknowledged, that he had said, 
he had no motive but what he had openly stated, | that at least four-fifths of the merchants, whom 
He did not wish to postpone the discussion for any | he had an opportunity of conversing with, were 
other reason. in favor of the resolutions. That he was safe in 

Mr. Goopnur differed from the member from | saying so, and that he had been informed of so 
New Jersey, as to the refusal of redress by Eng- | many more having the same sentiments as to jus- 
land cutting off the right arm of the arguments | tify him, in his opinion, that the merchants were 
against the resolutions. Ho had not the least idea | not generally against the resolutions. That he 
of redress in that quarter, as to the stopping of | had introduced this assertion in opposition to the 
vessels with provisions for France. He had op- | frequent appeals that had been made to the opin- 
posed the resolutions, but not from any idea of an | ions of the mercantile members of the House. He 
alteration in that point. had always thought appeals fo the opinions of 

Mr. Lymax then moved, that the farther con- | those on the same side of the question, an impro- 
sideration of the resolutious be deferred till the | per argument. He did not admit, however strong- 
first Monday in March next. : ly it had been asserted, that all the members en- 

Mr. SHERBURNE seconded the motion. gaged in commeree, were against the resolutions. 

Mr. Frrgsimons said, that il was uot in his] And when he reflected upon the great influence 
mind, of the smallest consequence whether the | arising from the mercantile accommodation of 
motion was carried or lost; nor did he in the least | credit and assertments, so much urged by the mem- 
care on which side his voice went. With respect | ber who took the lead in opposing the resolutions, 
to Britain, he had suffered by her severely. His | aud found so many merchants out of dvors in fa- 
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vor of them, he was convinced of the truth of the 
observation of a member from Maryland, [Mr. 
SMITH,] that the merchants of the United States 
were more patriotic, and understood the Constitu- 
tion and interests of their country better than 
those of other countries. For, when it was con- 
sidered that the object of commercial pursuits 
was gain, and that merchants, as such, had attach- 
ments to every country, in proportion to the ad- 
vantages they derived from it in trade; and that 
though they were, perhaps, more fully possessed 
of a general philanthropy, or of that kind of patri- 
otism which embraces all mankind, yet, that they 
had not so much of that exclusive attachment to 
a particular country as other classes of citizens. 

. He said that, when it was evident that such a vast 
proportion of mercantile gain and accommodation 
was enjoyed in the commerce with Britain, he 
was not surprised that so great a proportion of 
merchants were against resolutions, calculated to 
narrow that commerce, or that some who were 
once in favor of them, had been persuaded to 
change their mind. 

While he had not the least doubt that the mer- 
chants, with whom his colleague conversed, were 
agonal the measure, yet, he adhered to the truth 
of his former assertion. IIe said, it was not de- 
cent nor orderly to prove his assertion by mention- 
ing names on the floor; but, if his colleague chose 
a private explanation, he would be convinced that 
the merchants who had declared themselves in 
favor of the resolutions were pretty numerous, and 
not inferior in respectability, nor in the extent of 
their commercial dealings, to those who were 
against them. 

In reply to the assertion, that the price of goods 
had been raised in consequence of the resolutions. 
He said that there was a greater number of coun- 
try storekeepers in town than usual at this season. 
That he had frequently accompanied them to the 
wholesale merchants. Thal they purchased the 
Manchester goods as cheap, and, in some instances, 
cheaper, than ever he hud seen them. ‘That, though 
woollens were a litile dearer than he had some- 
times found them, yet they were not. sold dearer 
at the wholesale stores, since the discussion on the 
resolutions began, than they were when Congress 
met. That, therefore, his assertion, as far as it 
went, was founded on incontrovertible facts, and 
the testimony of respectable merchants. That it 
was well known that those who kept retail stores 
had entered into an agreement to raise the price 
of cloths previous to the introduction of the reso- 
lutions. 

Mr. Bourne, Mr. Davron, Mr. WADSWORTH, 
Mr. SHERRORNE, Mr. AMEs, Mr. CLARK, and Mr. 
Bovpinot, also spoke, 

The question was then taken to postpone the 
subject to the first Monday in March next; and 
it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 51, hays 
47, as follows: i . 

Yeas—Theodorna Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Abra- 
ham Clark, Isaac Coles, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, 
William Findley, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, 
Nicholas Gilman, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, 


William B, Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. Harri- 
son, John Heath, Daniel Heister, John Hunter, Wil- 
liam Irvine, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Natha- 
niel Macon, James Madison, Alexander Mebane, Wil- 
liam Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, 
Joscph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Na- 
thanicl Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josinh Parker, John 
Patton, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Ruth- 
erford, Thomas Scott, John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, 
Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Abrabam Venable, Francis Walker, 
Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 

Nars.—Fisher Ames. James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas Claiborne, Da- 
vid Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, 
Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah Forrest, 
Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Benja- 
min Goodhue, James Gordon, Samuel Griffin, Thomas 
Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel 
Holten, Jobn Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned. Richard 
Bland Lee, Francis Matbone, Joseph McDowell, Wil- 
liam Vans Murray, Jeremiah Smith, Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E, 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gnasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, 
Paine Wingate, and Richard Winn. 


The House then adjourned. 


THURSDAY, February 6. 


A petition of Thomas Perkins and Company, of 
the city of Philadelphia, was: presented to the 
House and read, praying that an additional duty 
may be laid on the importation of nails, or such 
encouragement. given to the manufacture of the 
said article within the United States as, to the 
wisdom of Congress, shall seem mect. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Watrs, Mr. Coir, and Mr. HINDMAN ; that 
they do examine the matter thercof, and report 
tho same, with thcir opinion, thereupon, to the 
House. 


DIFFICULTY WITH ALGIERS. 


After the reading of some private petitions, it 
was moved that the House go into a Committee 
on the state of the Union. 

The draft of a resolution was handed to the 
SPEAKER, which had been drawn up by the com- 
mittee appointed to examine the papers on the 
Algerine business, The substance of the resolu- 
tion was, that certain parts had been marked by 
the committee as improper for publication; and, 
therefore, that, in the -course of the discussion, 
they should not be referred to, or the reading of 
them ealled for, by any of the members. 

A motion to this purpose was then made and 
seconded. 

Mr. HUNTER said he would treat the commit- 
tee as he would wish them to treat him. He had 
no desigu of condemning the committee; but he 
could not think of attempting to discuss a ques- 
tion where he was not at liberty to call for and 
examine the very materials requisite for deciding 
his opinion. 
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On motion, the House went into 2 Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The resolution being read for building four ships 
of 44 guns and two ships of 20 guns— 

Mr. Mapison rose to inquire whether there was, 
in the public stores of the United States, a suffi- 
cient quantity of cedar and live oak for building 
the proposed six vessels? He was answered that 
there was not. Mr. M. then observed, that it was 
evident this fleet could not be ready for effective 
service in the course of the present year. He 
imagined that there was another resolution, pre- 
cedent as to the time of voting it, which ought to 
be before the Committee. The resolution to which 
he alluded, was that assigning a sum of money to 
buy a cessation of hostilities from the Regency of 
Algiers. Ie was of opinion that the project of 
fitting out an armed squadron was liable to many 
solid objections. There were two points of light 
in which this subject might be surveyed. The 
first of these was, whether the Algerines acted 
from their own impulse in this matter? In that 
case, they were known to be in the habit of selling 
a peace; and, if they are willing to do so, he 
fancied that it might be purchased for less money 
than the armament would cost. On the other 
hand, if they do not act from their own impulse, 
but upon the instigation of Britain, we may de- 
pend upon it that they cannot be bought. Bri- 
tain will keep them hostile. ‘here is infinitely 
more danger of a British war from the fitting out 
of ships than from the resolutions on the report 
of the Secretary of State. The distance which 
the ships would have to sail is not less than three 
thousand miles, and their number is too small for 
a decisive advantage. The Combined Powers 
would embrace the equipment of these ships as 
an excellent opportunity to pick a quarrel with the 
United States. Mr. M. expressed his doubts with 
regard to the propriety of this measure, because the 
expense would be immense, and there was no cer- 
tainty of rcaping any benefit from it. 

Mr. CLark was anxious to state his doubts on 
this subject, that gentlemen, who, by their habits 
of life, had met with opportunities of better in- 
formation than he possessed, might correct him 
where he was wrong. In the first place, the ships 
would be too small in point of number to be of 
any kind of importauce, amidst the numerous na- 
vies of Europe. The distance from any friendly 
port, where, in case of accidents, they might re- 
pair, was likewise very great. It was lo be | 
pected that, when they fell in with British ships | 
of war, that the latter would endeavor to search 
them for prohibited cargoes, and for scamen, be- 
cause they werc in the practice of impressing their | 


own countrymen wherever they could find them. 
This would produce a quarrel. There was a 
scheme which occurred to him, and which he 
judged would be less expensive and more effectu- 
al. This was, to hire the Portuguese to cruise 
against the Algerines. Ie understood that the 
Court of Lisbon desired to keep her ships of war 
in actual service, The British have been in the 
habit of building frigates for the service of the 
Algcrines, and, as he was informed, mariners at 


a distance upon sea, could distinguish in what 
country vessels were bnilt by their construction. 
Hence it would be difficult for the captain of an 
American frigate to ascertain at sea a British ship 
of war from an Algerine.. He had an objection to 
the establishment of a fleet, because, when once 
it had been commenced, there would be no end of 
it. We must then have a Secretary of the Navy, 
and a swarm of other people in office, at a mon- 
strous expense. If we build six ships this ycar, 
we should next year find it necessary to build six 
more, and so on. The Combined Powers would 
find a much better pretence for a war by this arm- 
ament than from the resolutions on the Report of 
the Secretary. Mr. C. closed his speech, which 
was heard with great attention, by observing, 
that he rose principally to submit his opinions on 
this question as hints for those who were better 
qualified to form a judgment on the subject than 
himself. 

Mr. Baupwin expressed his doubts as to every 
part of this subject. Ife had not been able to gain 
any information that was satisfactory. To block 
up the Mediterranean was, he believed, impractica- 
ble. Bribery alone could purchase security from 
the Algerines. Spain and Britain had always 
found this method the cheapest. He had much 
confidence in the gentleman who had been em- 
ployed to go as an Envoy to Algiers from this 
country. Ife was a thorough man. Mr. B. had 
yet formed no decided opinion, and could wish to 
suspend his judgment till he learned the issue of 
the present application to the Dey. If bribery 
would not do, he should certainly vote for equip- 
ping a ficct, 

Mr. Nictonas feared that we were not a match 
for the Algerines. A small number of sailors 
were sufficient to navigate one of their ships, and 
they had a militia to man them who were innume- 
rable. He had not been able to form an exact opi- 
nion, but he was afraid that we were not a match 
for them by sca. 

Mr. S. Sura rose chiefly to answer the inter- 
rogatories proposed by Mr. Crark, as to what 
harbors in Europe American ships could retire to 
for shelter? In an early part of his life, Mr. S. 
said that he had been in that part of the world, 
and could assure the House that there was no 
want of proper harbors to refit or obtain provi- 
siona in. The first he mentioned was Toulon; 
Marscilles, likewise, had a most excellent harbor, 
and there was no doubt that our vessels would be 
received there in the most friendly way, as the 
Algerines had lately declared war against the Re- 
public of France. Spain had, likewise, several 
excellent ports — Malaga, Cadiz, Bareclona, and 
Ferrol. In all these the American squadron 
would be heartily welcome, and meet with all 
kinds of naval stores in the greatest abundance. 
Lisbon, also, was a fine harbor, and Oporto would 
be proper for the same purpose. So that, in case 
of accident, the armament had nothing to fear 
from wanting a place of retreat. He had no doubt 
that our vessels and our sailors would both be 
much superior to those of the Algerines. Their 
ships were old and crazy, and were presents made 
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them by.the Powers with whom they were not at 
war. The American bottoms must be better; 
and our fleet will most likely have its station be- 
tween Oran and Malaga, and, stretching across 


between those two ports, block up the mouth of 


the Straits. He adverted to the mistake of Mr. 
Batpwiy, who had said that Spain never attempt- 
ed to block up the Straits; the proper answer to 
which was, that Spain had an extensive coast, not 
loss than four or five hundred miles, within the 
Mediterranean; so that she was quite differently 
situated, with regard to them, from America. Mr. 
S. mentioned, as a consolatory circumstance, that 
our profit was twice as great at present, in com- 
merce, as it was before the war, in spite of all the 
spoliations committed by Britain and by Spain; 
and, if the war continues, the profits will continue 
to multiply twice as fast as they would otherwise 
do. As an evidence of this fact, he mentioned 
the high price of wheat at present in this market, 
and asked whether any gentleman had heard of a 
price so high at this season of the year before? 
A gentleman [Mr. Nicwonas] had spoken of an Al- 
gerine militia. Why, sir, (said Mr. S.,) I shall sot 
down against them the American militia, and so 
that account is settled. He estimated that the 
whole American exports and imports, in round 
numbers, was twenty millions of dollars each; 
and that the extra insurance on account of the 
Algerines, from one end of the year to the other, 
would not be less than five per cent. on the whole, 
which was, altogether, two millions of dollars, 
From this Mr. S, inferred that it must be the very 


worst kind of economy to hazard an expenso of 


two millions of dollars of insurance, for the sake 
of saving the charges of this arinament. He did 
not sec it improbable that tle Algerines might 


very soon be on our const, under the command of 


British or American renegadoes. Tt was nothing 
uncommon, among scamen, for two captains to be 
in the greatest friendship to-day, and plundering 
cach other's vessels to-morrow. As an example 
of what Americans, iu particular, 
doing, he repeated the history of a 
Virginia, who, somo years ago, fitted out a ship 
for the express purpose of cruising against Ame- 
rican vessels bound from or to the East Indies. 
He sent a person into the harbor of Algiers to so- 
licit a commission from the Dey, and this Envoy 
had very near been taken prisoner, as the Dey 
wanted to have mado n slave of hin. Mr, S. said 
that Mr. Cooper was known to be a man of cou- 
rago, of perseverance, and as possessing that spe- 
cies of intellectual resources which qualify an ad- 
Venturer for bold undertakings. He inferred, from 
this anecdote, that, if Mr. Cooper, a man of re- 
spectable birth and connexions, could form such a 
scheme, what was not to be feared from the com- 
mon set of seamen? He could not tell whero the 
dangor might end; nor did he know whether Phi- 
ladelphia itself would be in safety. They might 
speak of their forts as much 
knew thoir force, and did not much value it. The 
British had gone past them, and what was to hin- 
der the Algerines, or such a man as Mr. Cooper, 
from getting past them? Were he on the coast 


aro capable of 
Mr. Cooper, of 


as they pleased; he | 


of an enemy, he should have the least scruple 
of engaging to run a ship by such forts, when 
there was in view so great a prospect as the plun- 
der of Philadelphia. He strongly pressed the ne- 
cessity of sending out the proposed fleet as quickly 
as possible. 

Mr. Ames attacked the mover of the resolutions 
on the Report of the Secretary [Mr. Manptsoy] 
for not displaying in the affair of the Algcrincs 
some part of the spirit which he had exerted on the 
other occasion. He thought it shameful to buy a 
peace, and that there could be no sceurity, if we 
did. He recommended an armament. Portugal 
had shown herself friendly ; and, referring to what 
Mr. Cran had stated, he was of opinion she would 
give our ships shelter in her ports. He thought 
that six stout frigates at the mouth of the Straits 
would do the business. Ile went at considerable 
length into Mr. Maprsoy’s resolutions, and con- 
demned, upon various grounds, the arguments and 
conduct of the gentlemen who supported them. 
Yesterday, we were told that Britain durst not 
quarrel with America, and to-day, she is represent- 
ed as ready to do it. Our commerce is on the point 
of being annihilated, and, unless an armament is 
fitted out, we may very soon expect the Algerines 
on the coast of America. 

Mr. Gines, in reply, said that Mr, Amres drew in- 
consistent pictures. Onc day he represented the 
American commerce at the summit of prospe- 
rity; the next, it was reduced to nothing In 
defence of the commercial regulations, he remind- 
ed the House that Britain, and not Algiers, was 
the real object of alarm, and the real source of 
hostility. It was, thercfore, proper to provide re- 
medies against both of these illustrious confederates, 
Algiers was but the instrument, Britain was 
the cause. The reliance of Britain upon this 
instruinent plainly showed that she was not equal 
to a war and a commercicl contest. She had, 
therefore, turned loose the Algerines upon us--a 
fact which is pretty generally acknowledged on 
both sides of the House. It is, therefore, in the 
powcr of Britain to prevent the progress of these 
pirates. The commercial restrictions will reduce 
Britain to difficulty, and she will then, for the 
sake of friendship with America, be glad to put a 
stop to the Algerine ravages. Until some mea- 
sure of this kind has been adopted, Britain, as she 
has raised up Algiers, will keep her up. The 
cheapest mode of getting peace will certainly be by 
embracing the commercial regulations. Mr. G. wag 
averse to the proposal of a fleet. He agreed very 
much with the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. 
Crank,] that it would be a better expedient to hire 
the fleet of Portugal. He considered the esta- 
blishment of a maritime force as having a direct 
tendency to war; whereas, the commercial re- 
strictions had the same tendency to peace. The 
sending of American arined ships into the midst of 
the fleets of Europe would certainly produce a 
quarrel. Tt had been well remarked, [by Mr. 
Crarx,] that, if an attempt was made to search our 
ships of war, like our merchantmen, it would 
infallibly produce a public affront, and consequent 
hostilities. 
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Mr. Mantson, in reply to some remarks which 
had fallen from Mr. Smirn, respecting the present 


high price of wheat in the American market, said, with an amendment; 


resident within the United 
to be in want of support,” 
to which they desire the 


ants of Saint Domingo, 
States, as may be found 


that he had been informed of a place where wheat | concurrence of this House. 


sold for four shillings and sixpence per bushel 
only, where the dollar passes for six shillings. 
Mr. M. supposed that Britain could render very 
essential service to the Algerines, without em- 
barking in a war. She bas not embarked in a 
war to the northwest of the Ohio, but she has done 
the same thing, in substance, by supplying the 
Indians with arms, ammunition, and, perhaps, with 
subsistence. He did not assert that Britain directed | 
the plan of the Indian expeditions, for he had no 
explicit evidence that they actually did so, In the 
same way that they gave underhand assistance to 
the Indians, they would give it to the Algerines, 
rather than hazard an open war 

The Committee now rose, without coming to the 
question. 


Farpay, February 7. 


Jonn Paer, from Virginia, appeared, produced 
his credentials, and took his seat in the House. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to re- 
port whether any, and what, alterations, are ne- 
cessary in the act, entitled “ An act concerning the 
registering and recording of ships or vessels.” Also, 
in the act, entitled “An act for enrolling and 
licensing ships or vessels to be employed in the 
coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating the 
same.” Also, in the act, entitled “ An act to re- 
gulate the collection of the dutics imposed by law 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported dal 
the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels,” 


And also, .if any, and what, further 


THE NAVAL FORCE. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. The 
Chairman read tho resolution before Lhe House for 
equipping a Naval force. 

Mr. Mapison thought this expedient unlikely to 
answer the purpose, and liable to many objections. 
Before the American squadron can be equipped, 
the truce between Algiers and Portugal must 
expire. When that expiration shall take place, 
she either will not renew the truce at all, or she 
will stipulate that the United States shall be com- 
prehended in it. Ile would save the money in- 
tended for the fleet, and hire the Portuguese ships 
of war with it, as soon as the truce ends. He 
wished that the Committee might reject the present 
motion, and when they did so, he would move a 
resolution, a copy of which he read to the Commit- 
tee. It was in substance : 

“That the sum of dollara be provided to be 
employed in such a manner as should he found most 
effectual for obtaining a peace with the Regency of Al- 
gicrs ; and failing of this, that the sum should be applied 
to the end of obtaining protection from some of the Eu- 
ropean Powers.” 

Mr. M. considered the armament at present pro- 
posed, as quite too small to answer any efficient 
purpose. 

A member here observed, that it would be 
hazardous to rely on Portugal; because though the 
truce might expire in about six months, it would 
possibly be renewed at the end of that time, or 


legislative provision may be necessary for the se- | converted into a peace. 


curing and collecting the duties on foreign and do- 
mestie distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas. 

Ordered, That Mr. Goonnve, Mr, Samven Sxirn, 
Mr. Firzsmmoxs, Mr. Parker, and Mr. BENJAMIN 
Bourne, be a committee, pursuant to the said 
resolution. 

Mr. SAMUEL Smita, from the committee to whom 
was referred the petition of Lieutenant Colonel 
Tousard, made a report; which was read and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to you an Act and three Ordinances, passed 
by the Government of the Territory of the United 
States South of the river Ohio, on the 18th and 21st of 
March, and the Tth of May, 1793; and also certain Let- 
ters from the Minister Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic, to the Secretary of State, enclosing despatches 
from the General and Extraordinary Commission of 
Guadaloupe, G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srares, February 1, 1194. 

Ordered, That the said Message and papers do 
lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act providing for the relicf of such of the inhabit- 


Mr. Frrzsmons wished that gentlemen would 
pay some attention to attested facts, before they 
so abruptly declare that the six ships proposed by 
the Committee to be built and put into commis- 
sion, were incompetent to the end for which they 
were designed, The Committee had bestowed 
considerable time in deliberating upon the best in- 
formation which could be obtained, before they 
specified the force requisite to be employed, and 
they had been satisfied, that what was now proposed 
would be equal to the end. Here Mr. F. read 
a different statement of the ships of war in the 
service of the Regency of Algicrs, at different 
times. Onc of these shows that in the year 1789, 
there were nine xebecs, from thirty-six to ten guns, 
and one ship of forty guns upon the stocks; but, 
that several of the xebecs were laid up or unfit 
for service. A second estimate of the Algerine 
maritime force had been transmitted by Mr. 
Humphries, He specified four frigates, two xc- 
becs, and one brig. By adviccs still more recent, 
the fleet consisted of one vessel of forty-four guns, 
one of thirty-six, one of twenty-cight, three xcbecs, 
and a brig. Mr. F. observed, that gentlemen had 
ohjected to the sending out an American feet; 
that they could not always keep together, Tio 
reminded them, that from November to March or 
April, the corsairs of Barbary never go out to sca. 
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There were two months during that time, when | of either buying a truce 


they were restrained by thcir religion from pirati- 
cal excursions. The Committee had been told, 
that the Portuguese are ready to assist us. There 
is ground to expect this assistance, but not to de- 
pend upon it. Two American frigates, along with 
the Portugucse vessels, would be fully equal to 
the task of curbing the Algerines, As to militia, 
he could not sec of whal consequence they could 
be in a naval contest, With regard to expense, 
he stated a very important fact. The United 
States import, annually, two millions of bushels of 
salt from these countries, which the Algerines will 
cut off from our commerce. The rise on that ar- 
ticle must then be at least one dollar per bushel ; 
which is a tax of two millions of dollars at once, 
or three times the expense of the armament, Pro- 
bably, however, the loss may extend to four mil- 
lions of dollars on this single article of salt, in one 
year only; a sum which would keep up the fleet 
along time. We have been trying to buy a peace, 
but without success; and if we are not able to en- 
force it, the price of buying it must be so much 
the higher. As soon as Portugal is left to herself, 
she will certainly protect us, because it is much for 
her interest to do so, At present, she cannot, per- 
haps from the influence of the combined Powers 
Mr. F. therefore recommended an armament in the 
mean time. 

Mr. Sartre objected to this measure, because it 
Was unequal to the task. Britain would assist the 
Algerines underhandedly, as she did an enemy in 
another quarter, and would continue to do so. Ho 
did not think she was shameless enough to own it, 
but she would doit. He spoke at some length. 

Mr. Nicttor.as went on the same ground. He 
said that Britain had not been content with strik- 
ing up a truce for Portugal, that the Algcrines 
might be let loose on American commerce, but 
her Minister at the court of Lisbon had endeavored 
to prevent our vessels from obtaining a Portu- 
guese convoy. Not content with insuring a loss 
to America, she had striven to make that loss imme- 
diate. As to the duration of the truce, it could 
not last lang, for the Queen of Portugal had, in 
fact, broken it already. She had declared that the 
trade to that country should pass unmolested ; to 
which condition it was not likely that the Alge- 
Fines would consent. The Portuguese nobility 
had clamored at the acceptance of a truce. So 
that, on the whole, it could hardly last long. A 
naval force was a very expensive affair. The 
greater part of the iminense debt of England had 
been lavished on her navy. He was against build- 
ing a navy. 

Mr. Swier had always been sensible that the 
situation of this country was not fit for war. We 
have a very heavy debt; but still it is better to 
bear debts than depredations, A gentleman of 
extensive information [Mr. S. Syrty, in yester- 
day's debate] had stated the rise of insurance as 
much less than the armament would cost. Britain 
had always more dependence on her navy than 
on the immense sums that she pays to these Bar- 
barians. Mr. S. had no doubt that the proposed 
fleet would have its intended effect, He despaired 
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or buying an ally. As 
to the militia of Algiers, they could not be brought 
into action against frigates. Ie considered the 
charge of hiring the Algerines, as an unfounded 
accusation on the honor of Britain. Ile could not 
bring himself to believe that she was capable of a 
conduct so excecdingly disgraceful. Ife had no 
direct evidence to convince. It might be objected 
to this arguinent, that it would augment the Na- 
tional Debt and throw too much influence into the 
hands of the Executive Government. But the same 
objection might be started against every armament 
whatever, 

Mr. Murray said, the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Manisox,] yesterday observed that he was 
not a little surprised, that those who a few days 
since had appeared so alarmed at the phantom ‘of 
war, should on this question appear so willing to 
meet it. He would remark that those gentlemen 
were alarmed at a shadow which appeared fol- 
lowed by the substance of war, and were unwilling 
to do anything that might lead toa war that did 
not yet exist. But we were now at war with Al 
giers, and had no choice. They had been at war with 
the United States ever since the end of the Revo- 
lutionary war. The Spaniards and Portuguese 
kept them within the Mediterrancan. Gentleinen 
who are averse to the report, hold up two substi- 
tute measures: one, which was suggested, and 
has been argued by the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Maptson,] is, that we ought to grant a sum 
to Portugal for her protection of our trade. The 
other is, that commercial regulations will accom- 
plish our protection. Ile liked neither. ‘The last, 
if permanent, will withdraw all temptation from 
Great Britain to interpose her good offices, ‘The 
first is worse; il is subsidizing Portugal at the 
expense of our own people, and that too without 
security. Gentlemen would make it the interest 
of Portugal to make such breaches of truce as 
would occasionally withdraw protection, and 
oblige us to subsidize her higher. Jt would create 
a disgraceful dependence on a foreign Power, and 
weaken the spirit of our marine; whereas, if you 
fit out frigates, you employ your money in nour- 
ishing the roots of your own industry ; you en- 
courage your own ship-building, lumber, and victual- 
ing business. He believed, that however true 
might be the suspicion of British interference in 
Indian affairs, and he feared it was too true, he 
did not believe the evidence as to Algerine inter- 
ference strong cnough to induce an argument 
against the report, under a supposition that as 
Great Britain had effected the truce, so she would 
aid Algicrs against us. He thought so, because it 
was not now as much her interest as it was in 
times of peace. In timesof peace, had she let loose 
the Algerines, her own navigation would have been 
enabled to carry for us, but now it would be mo- 
lested by the French. He did not believe nations, 
more than persons, would do wrong purely out of 
evil designs devoid of interest; the greatest vil- 
lain would not. At present, their ships are liable 
to attack from the French, and he had it from good 
authority, that so far were the British from having 
advantaged themselves if they had been so base, 
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that scarcely a British ship had appeared since in our j tion of foreign coals, or such encouragement given 
orta. The ship frigates would be able to blockade | to the opening of coal mines within the United 
the Gut of Gibraltar; the Algerines did not sail in | States, as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem 
fleets; they wanted plunder, not glory; when they | mect. 
discovered they had lo get the first by hard fight- | Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
ing, they would listen to peace, accompanied by | Mr. Watts, Mr. Coit, and Mr. Hinpman; that 
money. Spain, it was true, had purchased a peace, | they do examine the matter thereof, and report the 
but there was a bereditary inveteracy against | same, with their opinion thereupon. 
Spain, and a facility of attacking ber shores which The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
we need not fear, so it was her interest to buy a | ment proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
peace when war could bring her nothing but a|“ An act providing for the relief of such of the in- 
glory that almost disgraced her armies; as to jeal- | habitants of Saint Domingo, resident within the 
ousy of power in the Executive, he hoped to see a | United States, as may be found in want of sup- 
proper equipoise in the powers of this Government ; | port.” 
but, when proper occasions occurred, he hoped Resolved, That this House doth agree to the said 
Congress would never refuse the adequate means amendment. 


to onuble the Executive to discharge its Constitu- | The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
tional duties. from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 


Mr. Goopuce observed, that the Committee | panying his account of the receipts and expendi- 
had carefully looked over the statement of the ma- | tures for the War Department, from the 1st of July 
rine force of Algiers for several years back, and | to the 31st of December, 1793, inclusive; which 
had no reason to doubt that the six vessels would | were read, and ordered to lic on the table, 
be equal to the purpose. intended. There was no 


ground to suppose Algiers would have more force DELAWARE CONTESTED ELECTION. 
at present than she had during her war with Por-| Mr. Wirman Smita, from the Standing Com- 


tugal. He had no doubt that the Algerines were | mittee of Elections, to whom was referred the pe- 


let loose on the American commerce to prevent | tition of Henry Latimer, of the State of Dela- 

A ; a à ; a 
supplies going to France, and while the war lasts, ware, complaining of an ondne election and re- 
we shall not be able to buy a peace. It is said, | turn of Jobo Patton, to serve as a member of this 
that the truce was but for a year, and in six months | House, for the said State, made the following 
it will expire. He did not wish fo depend on that | report : 


when the cvil is so great. And why depend on Por-| a ree . , . i 
tugal? She is hE under the Tfluened of Bri- alana ia ani Pey Latimer complains of the ille 
tain than any other nation in Europe. When Bri- gality of the said election on the following gromids, to 
un ) ppe Sa wit: that the Legislature of the State of Delaware, in 
tain has been at the trouble of stipulating a peace | pursuance of the Constitution of the United States, 
for Portugal, will she suffer that nation to assist | passed an act on the 26th of October, 1790, directing 
us? Certainly not. Or is it wise to stand by and | the election of a Representative for the said State in 
depend upon such a resouree? the Congress of the United States, by which it is en- 
Mr. Mapisox said, that gentlemen thought so | acted that every person coming to vote for a Represen- 
differently on this subject, and advanced argu- | tative, agreeably to the directions of the said act, shall 
ments against his side of the question of such a! deliver, in writing, on one ticket, or picce of paper, the 
different natare, that it was difficult or impossible to | names of two persons, inhabitants of the State, one of 
give them an answer. He then proceeded to quote whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same 
the speech of Mr. GoopnuE; when that gentle- county with himself, to be voted for as Representative. 
man rose to explain. Mr. M. then proceeded to eamat the spid aoe ae nde Sait 
notice the specches of Mr. Firzsimovs and Mr. S. aad He a Eai or ie is Tarn te na eae Q: he 
Both of these gentlemen were up more said Henry Latimer and Solomon Maxwell, both inha- 
SMITH. A g ; up bitants of the same county, were by the Judges of the 

than once to explain, as having beeu misquoted. x 


said election, deemed illegal, and rejected. 
In a speech of considerable length, he was not suf- i Fone J 


; : S i “That, at the said election in Kent county, four 
fered long to proceed without interruptions of ex- 


votes or ticketa, containing the names of the said Hen- 
H yy 7 aji : y rt + ` 
planation. This produced a scene of altercation. | ry Latimer and George Truit, both inhabitants of New 
One circumstance, however, was mentioned by Mr. 


castle county, were, by the Judges of the election, re- 
Firzsimons that deserves particular notice. From | jected as illegal. 
April to December next, he said, the insurance on 


«That, ab the eleclion in Sussex county, a number 
American ships from England and the rest of Fu- of votes or tickets, not lesa than fifty, containing the 
rope, will not be less than twenty-five per cent. of | name of John Patton only, as the F 


tepresentative of the 
their value ọn account of the Algeriues. 


said State, were received by the Judges of the election, 
The House now adjourned, without taking any polled, counted, and included in the return of the said 
question. 


SY 
co 


clection; that, in consequence of the rejection of the 
said votes in Kent county, and the reception of the 
votes before mention2d in Sussex couai sud John 
way. Fe 7 Patton was returned as exceeding the said Henry Lati- 
Monvay, February 19; . mer thirty, in nuinber of votes. j 

A memorial of Samuel Swann, of the city of| “The committee find that the law of the State of 
Richmond, in behalf of himself and others, was | Delaware, for regulating the election of a member to 
presented to the House and read, praying that an | this House, contains the regulation stated ın the peti- 
additional duty may be imposed on the importa- ' tion, aud that the said Jubn Patton was returned to the 
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President of the State of Delaware as having 2,273 i Statement. 
votes, aud the said Henry Latimer as having 2,243 "Votes for John Patton. i z s . 2,278 


votes. On examining the evidence taken in this case, | Deduct single votes in Sussex county ' ' 68 

the committee find the following facts 10 relation to the : 

election in Newcastle county, to wit: 2,905 
“That a considerable number of votes or tickets con- : = 

taining the names of Henry Latimer and Solomon | Votes for Henry Latimer : : . ' 


Maxwell were rejected as illegal, as bemg both inhabit- Add rejected votesin Kent , ; 
auts of Newcastle county; the precise number of said 
votes ia not ascertained. One witness, Rubert Hamil- 
ton, who acted asan luspector or Judge of the election, | Deduct bad votes in Sussex . $ 3 
declaring that he kept a list of such rejected votes till 
he was fatigued; that when he discontinued, they 2,238 
amounted to upwards of seventy. Another witness, 
James Eves, who likewise acted as an Inspector at me 
said election, declaring that he first began to keep suc! . . : 
a list of rejected Patel and counted apwan of thirty, This report was committed to the Committee of 
when he changed seats with Hamilton, who continued | the Whole House, accompanied by certain written 
to keep the said list, as above mentioned, and that he | observations thereon by the sitting member, tending 
was informed by Hanulton, some hours before the read- | to eontrovert the reasoning and conclusions of the 
ing of the votes was concluded, that the number of the | saig report. 
saul rejected vutes then amounted t upwards of tify, 
It appears, by a reference to official documenta, that the : : 
PA of votes counted and polled at the election m | TONNAGE DUTIES UPON FRENCH VESSELS.. 
mul ios wan pile Sit sates k20% | The Ronso reanmed the consideration of the 
e t + ¥ 4 ¥ Q . "i . . ka . 
this House was dily 1,188, conətituting a ditference of TE N is le zppointed sek ve 
sixty four votes. The cummitiee fina the following P Toe i 7 whee hi ac hee sundry 
facts in relation to Kent county: that four votes or j renem voasca, waie have taken re uge in the 
tickets having the names of Leury Latimer aud George | perts of the United States, and their opinion on 
Truit, both inhabitants of Newcastle county, were, on ; the propriety of remitting the foreign tonnage 
that account, rejected as illegal ; and that twenty-two | thereon, 
votes or tickets, cuntaining the names of Join Patton} Mr. S. Sarre recommended the remission-of the 
and sume other inhabiiaucs of Kent county, were like- | duties, Accident and distress had forced these 
Wise rejected as illegal. i people into the harbors of the United States, and it 
“The tullowing facis appear in relation to Sussex ! would be unbecoming the political connexion of 
county: that, at the comuencement of the election in | this country with the French Republic, to take such 
the aid cuuuty, a qhestion arose as to the legality of | ay undue advantage. 
rn tess wa feted oy se aaa | ale Przzsmoss considered the remission of the 
election to receive all such votes, aud to leave the de- duties fit n sate pe as Pe nose ; vessels had 
termination uf their legality to the House of Represent- } era of them been ? Ei ‘19 H or six months in 
atives of the United Diates. Lt further appears by the | the ports of America, before they could get away, 
evidence, that, on a late examination of the votes or | and to sell part of their cargoes to pay for their 
tickets which had been polled or counted at the said | Necessary expenses. This alone put an end to all 
election, there were sixty-eiht single voles received and prospect of profit by the voyage, and was a suf- 
counted for Juhu Patton, und mue singie votes for ' cient loss to the owners, without the payment of the 


Majority for Henry Latimer . . 33 


Henry Latimer. dulies. 
“trom the above statement of facts, the following | Several other members spoke to the question. 
conclusions appear to the cummittee to result : It was al last agreed that the tonnage should be re- 


f sedi i rdered to bring in 
a majori y ol thir y voles. a bill for that urpose. 
“That, agreeably to the Election Law of Delaware, purp 


the four votes iu Kent county, coniaining the names of . 

Henry Latimer and George ‘Truit, which were rejected, VESSELS OF WAR. 

ought to have been received and counted for ddenry he H I ; >; , 
Latimer; and the sixty eight single votes in Sussex J re pouse then went again into a Committee 
county, which were received and counted for the said ; OË the Whole on the state of the Union; and, the 
Jolu Patton, ought to have becu rejected; that, if the i proposition tor bnilding sundry vessels being under 
aforesaid four votes in Kent county had been received, | consideration, 

and the aluresaid sixty-eight votes in Sussex county Mr. Bourne approved of the proposed arma- 
had been rejected, as was required by law, the said | ment of fonr 44-gun ships and two others of 20 
Henry Latimer would have had, afier deducting the | guns, against the Algerines. It had been objected 
nine single votes, received and counted for him in | that they would be inadequate to the purpose, 
Sussex county, a majority of thirty-three votes. The since Britain would interpose. There is no sort 
couluuttee are, therefore, of opimion that John Patton | of proof that she would do so, nor is it likely that 
is not entitled to a seatin this House; they are also of | she will, because it is her interest to cultivate, as 
Opinion that Henry Latimer is entitled to a sent in ‘far as possible, her connexion with this country, 


barre as the Representative of the State of Dela- | With reward to Portugal, it is very hazardous to 


l reckon upon her assistance. Her sending a fleet 


“That John Putton was returned as duly elected, by | mitted, and the committee was o 
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to convoy the American merchantmen was not a 
proper foundation to say, that she had already 
broken the truce with Algiers, as had been alleged, 
[by Mr. Nrcnozas.] It was the established custom, 
in cases of this kind, to protect the ships that were 
trading to any particular country which happened 
to make a peace with any of the States of Barbary. 
Spain often did the same thing, nor was it com- 
plained of by the Algerines themselves. There 
was a great risk in depending upon so precarious a 
resource as the Navy of Portugal. He should be 
glad, besides adopting the resolution on the table, 
that the Exccutive might be authorized to engage 
the assistance of Portugal, if it was practicable. 
Mr. B. professed that he had-met with no satisfac- 
tory evidence that Britain had excited the Algerines 
to the present war. Te recommended the arma- 
ment. 

Mr. Lyman was of opinion that the Algerincs 
acted by the instigation of Britain. He would as 
soon question the existence of the resolution be- 
fore them, as question that. The proposed arma- 
ment must bring on a very certain expense, for a 
very uncertain advantage. Ie apprehended no 
danger from the Algerines, on the coasts of Ame- 
rica. Though Britain might not venture openly 
to support the Corsaira, yct she could do it clan- 
destinely, as she supported the Indians. He dis 
approved of the intended armament for many rea- 
sons—one of which was that though $600,000 had 
been stated by the Committee as the expense of 
it, that sam would not half discharge the ex- 
penses. Ie recommended that private individuals 
should be encouraged to fit out vessels for attack- 
ing the Algerines. 

Mr. Hiutuouse had heard of no expedient suit- 
able to the end in view, except that of sending out 
a fleet. He ridiculed the project of attempting to 
encourage individuals to attack the Algerines. 
He asked if a Legislature in the possession of 
their senses, could faircy that private persons were 
to be induced to squander away their property in 
such a way, without compensation? Was there 
any body so lost to all common sense, as to em- 
bark in such an undertaking? As to the interfer- 
ence of Great Britain, he was willing to take that 
for granted. But could the members return to their 
constituents, and tell them that Congress could do 
nothing in this matter, because Britain had been 
the occasion of it? Ie observed that a more hu- 
miliating situation could not be conccived, than 
that of America becoming tributary to Portugal, 
and going there to tell her that Americans could 
not protect themselves. Such an application must 
wound the honor of the United States in a most 
sensible manner. Gentlemen had said, the other 
day, that Britain would submit to any hardship 
sooner than declare war against this country. It 
was now said by members on the same side of the 


question, that she will assist Algiers by sending : taken, 


her military supplies. These assertions are incon- 
sistent. If Britain sends ships of war to Algiers, 
she must come to an open rupture with America, 
for he understood that, by the Law of Nations, it 
must be the consequence. 

Mr, Dexrer found many difficulties in this 
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matter; but he was willing to adopt the measure 
proposed, because he saw nothing better. 

Mr. Hunter said that the damage sustained by 
trade, from the Algerines, is not so great an ob- 
ject as to deserve such an expense: especially 
since Portugal offers to protect that part of our 
shipping which is bound to and from her Domi- 
nions. It has been said by several gentlemen, 
that the only motive which induced Britain to 
make a truce with the Algerines was, to get the 
Portuguese fleet to join her in attacking their 
common enemy, the Republic of France. It had 
been said by one gentleman, that Britain had more 
interest to set the Algerines loose upon American 
commerce before the war than since. This was a 
very mistaken idea. Before the war, our trade 
with Britain, in regard to insurance, was upon 
equal terms. But as soon as Britain engaged in 
the war with I’rance, the insurance on her own 
vessels rose very high. Her own insurance com- 
panies would not insure the freight of British ves- 
sels, and the property of her own subjects, on the 
same low terms that they would insure on Ame- 
rican vessels and American property. This pre- 
ference was cxtremely provoking to the pride of 
Britain, particularly as the nation thus preferred 
had been, but a few years hefore, her own subjects. 
Her seamen were likewise quitting her service for 
that of America. ‘hus, her carrying trade must 
have been cut up by the roots. It was no more 
dishonorable for America to get a peace made 
with Algiers by means of Portugal, than it had 
been for Portugal to get a peace in the same quar- 
ter by means of Britain. He did not think that 
Britain would ever suffer America to get a peace 
if she could help it, as long as the war lasted; for 
then America would take off the carrying trade. 
She could supply the Algcrines with ships, under 
the pretence of being thcir allies: and then, when 
they were cmployed against America, say that 
she could not help it. Mr. H. was averse to the 
urmament. 

Mr. Murray could not believe that Britain had 
been guilly of any design of exciting the Algerines 
against the United States. It was opposite to her 
interest, and he could uot believe any nation capa- 
ble of such a crime only for its own sake. 

Mr. Gites said that Britain was at length ac- 
knowledged to be the cause of the Algerine pira- 
cies. It was now said to be for the sake of reduc- 
ing France. The baseness of the end corresponded 
with the atrocity of the measures employed to 
produce it; for he should always consider it as 
one of the greatest of crimes for onc nation to at- 
tempt the subjection of another. As to the state 
of insurance, the gentleman from South Carolina 
[Mr. Tuwrer] had spoke rightly. Mr. G. said 
that with respect to what he had formerly ob- 
served, about Algerine militia, he had been mis- 
He did not intend to say that the four 
American frigates were to go to land, and give 
battle to a hundred thousand Africans; but if a 
nation could, by an effort, assemble so numerous 
a militia, they can surely produce a maritime 
force more than equal to four frigates. {le could 
not think gentlemen serious in proposing to send 


447 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 448 


H. or R.] Fortifications. [Frepruary, 1794. 


them against Algiers. He adverted to the nume- vindicate such pusillanimous measures. He sus- 
rous dangers to which they were exposed by sca, pected that they were at bottom friends to Mo- 
at such an immense distance from their own |narchy, and wished to bring it back again. He 
country. It had been said by a gentleman [Mr. then proceeded to demonstrate that America 
Dexter] who, whenever he happened to be in the would lose infinitely more by the rise of in- 
wrong, had a very happy talent at making him- | surance, than she would save by setting aside this 
self appear to be in the right, that the inconveni- | armament. He closed by once more asking, whe- 
ence of seas and tempests wonld be no greater to; ther the United States could not perform that with 
the Americans than to the Algcrines. But the|six ships which the Queen of Portugal had per- 
member had overlooked this great difference : that | formed with three? 

the Satter, if any accident befell them which re-| The Committee now rose without coming to any 
quired a friendly port, were not far from home; decision. 

whercas, the former had to sail 3,000 miles. A 
gentleman [Mr. S. Smitu] had mentioned several 
barbors of France, Spain, and Portugal, to which 
the American frigates might retire, if they wanted 
repairs. He was not sure that they would be 
welcome at present in the ports of either Spain or 
Portugal. As to France, from the measures that 
we scem lately to pursue, it is very uncertain 
whether she would much longer give the Ameri 
can flag a friendly reception. Gibraltar had like- 
wise been held out as a place where the intended 
fleet might be sure of a hospitable retreat. But 
this, likewise, he thought very doubtful. Ife con- 
sidered navies altogether as very foolish things. 
An immense quantily of property was spread on 
the water for no purpose whalever, which might 
have been employed by land to the best purpose. 
The old Government of France had been ruined 
in a great measure by the expenses of its navy. 
England groaned under a great part of her im- 
menso load of taxes from the same cause. He 
was persuaded that four frigates would not even 
form an additional motive to make the Regency 
of Algiers conclude a peace, He was afraid the 
Algerines would laugh at them. 

Mr. S. Sxrru said it was a singular example of 
integrity in the present age, and would be the 
wonder of posterity, that Captain O'Brien and 
Captain Stephens never had accepted of any of- 
fers from the Algerines. We have now been told 
that eleven ships are taken. Some of these are 
not commanded by natives of America, and it 
cannot be surprising if renegadoes are found 
among them, Portugal, with only three ships, 
had blocked up the corsairs: what, then, was to 
hinder America from accomplishing the same end 
with six ships? Where Portugal has one ship on 
the ocean, America has ten. She is, therefore, 
ten times as able as Portugal to beat the Al- 
gerines; and yet we are told that she cannot do it. 
He had one objection to the fleet: he wished that 
the two 20-gun ships had been made to carry 36 
guns, as he fancicd, from the shortness of their 
keels, that they wonld not be able to keep up with 
the 44-gun vessels. JJe said that the Algerines had 
no place of shelter till they got home, as they 
were not admitted into the harbors of any other 
nation. He asked, who would join this country, 
when we declared that we could do nothing? It 
was disgraceful to Ropublicans to be in such a 
situation. Ife was sure that this defenceless state 
was contrary to the maxims of the Republics of 
all former ages. He was sorry, when he heard 
gentlemen who called themselves Republicans, | 


Tuespay, February 11. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the bill for extending the time 
for transmitting the oaths of absent owners of ves- 
sels, and for the relief of Thomas Jenkins and Sons ; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made an amendment 
thercto; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the ITouse. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Venanie, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the remission of the duties 
arising on the tonnage of sundry French vessels 
which have taken refuge in the ports of the United 
States ; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the committee to whom 
were referred the memorials of the people called 
Quakers, at their yearly meeting, held in Rhode 
Island, in the year 1793; of the delegates from the 
several Socictics for promoting the Abolition of 
Slavery, in convention assembled at Philadelphia, 
on the first day of January last; and of the Pro- 
vidence Society for abolishing the Slave Trade, made 
areport; which was read and ordered to be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House on 
Monday next. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

A report was read from the committee appointed 
to inquire into the state of the fortifications of the 
ports and harbors of the United States. 

It was moved and agreed to read the report a 
second time. ‘I'he committee had not been able to 
complete their investigation ; but, in the meantime, 
they recommended that the sum of dollars 
should be assigned for the security of the harbor of 
Norfolk. 

Mr. Darron objected to the adopting this motion 
without due consideration, 

Mr. Tracy moved that the subject should be re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House; which 
was agreed to, and the IIouse again resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. Teacy had wished for more information. 
Ie supposed that the Committee would report 
nothing but authentic facts; yet gentlemen had 
objected to the report as not well grounded. He 
thought the committee right in the measure which 
they pointed out. If we are not able to defend 
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ourselves, we must give up the trade; and if the | committee, add at least the ordinary excess in the 


interposition of Britain was a proper reason for 
not pushing the Algerine business, the same argu- 
ment was sufficient for giving up the Western 
frontiers, because the Indians were said to be as- 
sisted by the British. Tn the same way are we to 
give up the sea, because Britain may possibly 
assist the Algerines, as well as the Indians? Are 
we not to defend onrselves? Are we not to guard 
against the one as well as the other? Are we to 
recal our militia from the frontiers? It is said 
that there is no danger on the sea-coast from the 
Algerines, and therefore we have no occasion for 
ships of war. But if we lay down our muskets, 
are we in no danger from the Indians? A mem- 


ber has just now stated, that an English ship of 


war had behaved at Norfolk with the greatest 
insolence. This shows how improper it is to be 
exposed. If we cannot defend our commerce, give 
it up. Why should people try to walk who can- 
not stand? The objectors against the argument 
are penny-wise and pound-foolish. He thought it 
a sorry compliment to the good sense of the Unit- 
ed States, of the Congress, and the Legislature, to 
say, that if we build six ships this year, we must 
never stop till we build one or two hundred. 

Mr. T. complained of the perpetual allusions, in 
the business of the House, to the banking and fund- 
ing systems. Gentlemen should have his very 
humble thanks, if they would argue the question 
on its own grounds. He had for some time doubt- 


ed whether it might not be for the advantage of 


Government to tell people, at once, to defend them- 
selves, as they could expect no protection from this 
country. Upon the whole, Mr. T. was of opinion, 
that this country was so circumstanced as to re- 
quire the people to arm themselves; unless gen- 
tlemen would propose some other or hetter remedy 
for repelling the injuries we sustain. 

Mr. Freasimons defended the report of the com- 
mittee. ‘They had gone upon good ground in pro- 
posing a naval armament, and he mentioned facts 
to prove that they had not gone by their own opin- 
ions. Ie observed that the force of Algiers was 
not increased since the independence of the United 
States, and that therefore their present operations 
could nol be viewed as more particularly aimed at 
America than formerly. They do not want our 
provisions or our ships; pluuder alone is their ob- 
ject; general plunder. i 

Mr. Mapisow said, attempts had been made to 
reduce the present question to a pecuniary crite- 
rion. This might be thought conclusive, if it could 
be done with duc accuracy. The calculations 
which had been made could never be satisfactory. 
To make them so, there ought to bea full state- 
ment of the amount the armament would cost, and 
the cxpense it would save in 1ts effect on insur- 
ance. ‘hese statements must necessarily be made 
up so much of conjecture, that they could not lead 
to a very definite result. It might be of some use, 
however, in preventing error, to understand the 
true principles and grounds on which they ought 
to be formed, and which were conceived to be the 
following : 

To the expense of the flect, as estimated by the 

8p Con.—15 


execution, in the proportion which experience in 
such cases suggests. Add, also, the insurance on 
the flect itself, which is a fair and very important 
item in the expense. 

On the other side of the account, separate the 
West India trade, which is out of the Algerine 
risk, from the rest of the trade; and the trade to 


‘Spain, Portugal, and the more Southern parts, 


which is subject to a greater, from the trade to the 
Northern parts of Europe, which is subject to a 
much less, if to any risk. 

The return of exports for 1791, is— 


To the West Indies - - - - 6,566,489 
To Spain and Portugal, &c. - - 2,454,397 
To North of Europe - - - - 8,550,665 


$17,571,551 


No return of imports being at hand for the same 
year, take the preceding year, for which the 
amount of some branches is known, 
and call it - - - -  - $20,000,000 


From the West Indies - - - 4,000,000 
From Spain and Portugal - - = 930,878 
From more Southern places - - 1,000,000 
From North of Europe - - - 15,000,000 
Exports and imports to and from the 

West Indies- - - -  - 10,566,489 


On this, the extra insurance, on account of the 
Algerine risk, if there be any, ought to be cal- 
culated, as also on the value of the tonnage em- 
ployed. 

Exports to and from Spain and Portu- 

gal - -e < - $3,454,397 
Deduct what will continue to go in 

neutral vessels. 

Deduct from balance the proportion of 

winter freights when Algerines are 

not out. 

Calculate on the final balance only the extra in- 
surance. 

Exports and imports to and from North 

of Europe - - - - $23,545,703 
Deduct the large proportion that will 

continue to go in neutral vessels. 

Deduct from the balance the propor- 

tion of winter freights. 

Calculate on the final balance only the extra in- 
surance. 

Tonnage to and from Spain and Portn- 

gal - - - - - - 48,698 tons. 
Deduct for winter voyages. 

Calculate on the balance only the extra insnr- 
ance on the value of the vessels. 
Tonnage to and from North of Eu- 

Tope -~ - - - =- 
Deduct for winter voyages. 

Calculate on the balance only the extra insur- 
ance. 

From the sum of these extra insurances, deduct 
the proportion that will remain, notwithstanding 
the equipment of the fleet, and which will conse- 
quently not be saved by the expense of it. 

Mr. M. replicd to several of the arguments of 
the gentlemen who were in favor of the resolu- 
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‘tions. He went into some minute details respecting 

trade and commerce ; and, particularly, remarked, 
that there was not any security for Portugal's re- 
newing the truce with Algiers after the present 
term should expire. 

Mr. Goopave.—The gentleman [Mr. Mapison] 
last up, from Virginia, as well as most others on 
his side of the question, have rested their chief ar- 
guinent against the equipment proposed in the 
resolution before us, on the probability that Spain 
and Portugal will, after the present war in Europe 
is over, find themselves under the necessity of re- 
straining the depredations of the Algerine corsairs 
on our trade, from the want they will always be 
in for the productions of this country for their 
subsistence. That they will be in want of the pro- 
ductions of this country, and that they cannot well 
do without them, is granted; but can we doubt it 
would be good policy in Great Britain to continue 
the Algerines in pence with Spain and Portugal, 
and in hostility with us, in order that their ships, 
instead of ours, might be the carriers of those of 
our articles to Spain and Portugal which are so 
much wanted? This would be increasing the 
British carrying trade at our expense indced. 
Spain and Portugal would not care what ships 
bronght these articles, so that they had a supply. 
It is in vain, Mr. Chairman, that wo pretend ta be 
friends to the trade and navigation of this coun- 
try, while we refuso to protect it, The merchants 
know it is within our ability to protect it against 
the Algerine corsairs, and unless wo attempt it, 
they will justly think themselves neglected. And 
whut will their Ianguage be ?—that you have spent 
more than a million of dollars annually, for seve- 
ral years, in the protection of our fronticrs, and 
now, when commerce, the source of all our reve- 
nue, is attacked, you deny it any kind of protec- 
tion. Surely this ix so unjust and impolitic, thut 
it cannot be expected they will put up with it, 

Mr. Harrison was against the report; and Mr, 
Murray protracted the debate some minutes long- 
er, by speaking against Mr. Mapison. At length 
the question was called for, when there arose in 
favor of the report 47, against it 45. 

Mr. New brought in a report from the commit. 
tea on the sitnation of the people from St. Domin- 
go. Tho House then adjourned. 


Wepnespay, February 12. 


An ongrossed bill for extending the time for 
transmitting the oaths of absent owners of vessels, 
and for the relief of Thomas Jenkins and Sons, 
was read the third time and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Wholo House on the bill for the remission of 
the duties arising on tho tonnage of sundry French 
vessels, which have taken refuge in the ports of 
the United States; and after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Commit- 
tee had had tho said bill under consideration, and 
made an amendment thereto; which was twice 
read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 


ment, be recomiitted to Mr. Venanie, Mr. Tar- 
Bot, and Mr. Lyman. 

The House again resolved itself into a commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to report whether any, and what 
alterations or amendments are, in thoir opinion, 
necessary to the act “to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads of the United States ;” and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
reported progress. 


Tuouasnav, February 13. 

A petition of Thomas Walley, William Tudor, 
William Payne, and John M'Lean, of Boston, iu 
the State of Massachusetts, was presented to the 
House, and read, praying that an additional duty 
may be imposed on the importation of window 
glass, or such encouragement given to the manu- 
facture of the said article within the United States, 
as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Warts, Mr. Corr, and Mr. Hinpman, to 
whom were referred the several memorials and 
petitions of the manufacturers of paint, in the 
towns of Baltimore and Alexandria; of the dealers 
in oil and painters’ colors; of Thomas Pearsall, and 
Elijah Pell; of Thomas Perkins and Company ; and 
of Samuel Swann; that they do examine the mat- 
ter thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House; and that Mr. Dexter, 
Mr. Giues, Mr. Dayton, and Mr. Pace, be added 
to the said committee. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to report whether any, and what 
alterations or amendments are, in their opinion, 
necessary to the act “to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States ;” and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose 
and reported progress. 

Mr. Heatu, from the committee to whom was 
referred the report of tho Secretary of the Trea- 
sury on the memorial of Winthrop Sargent, made 
a report; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. ' 

The order of the day for the louse to resolve 
itself into a Committee of tho Whole House on the 
report of the Standing Committee of Elections, in 
the case of the petition of Henry Latimer, com- 
plaining of an undue election and return of Jonn 
Parton, the member returned to serve in this 
House for the State of Delaware, being called for, 

Resolred, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged froin proceeding thercon, and 
that the hearing on the trial of the said contested 
election be now proceeded on in the House. 

Ordered, That tho petitioner, on his prayer, be 
admitted to the bar of the House, to be heard in 
support of the allegations of his petition. 

The House then proceeded to the hearing on the 
trial of the said contested election; and the depo- 
silions and other exhibits being partly read, as, 
also, the observations in writing of the sitting 
member thereupon, an adjournment was called 
for; whereupon, 
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Ordered, That all further proceedings on the said 
hearing be adjourned until to-morrow. 


Fripay, February 14. 

A petiliou of M’Clallen, MacGregor, and Com- 
pany, of Albany, in the State of New York, was 
presented to the House and read, praying that an 
additional duty may be imposed on the importa- 
tion of glass, or such encouragement given to the 
manufacture of the said article within the United 
States, as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem 
meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Warts, Mr. Corm, Mr. Hrnpman, Mr. Dex- 
TER, Mr. Gites, Mr, Dayrov, and Mr. Pace; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

DELAWARE CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The House resumed the hearing on the trial of 
the contested election in the case of the petition of 
Jienry Latimer, complaining of an undue elet- 
tion and return of Joan Patton, the member re- 
turned to serve in this House for the State of 
Delaware ; and the depositions and other exhibits 
in the suid case being fully read, the parties retired 
from the bar. 

‘Lhe House then proceeded to a decision on the 
said contested election; and, after debate thercon, 


A motion was made and seconded that the House 
do ayree to the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That Joan Parron is not entitled to a 
seat in this House:” 
which was resolved in the affirmative. 

Another motion being then made and seconded, 
that the House do agree to the following resolu- 
tion: 

“ Resolved, That Hexry Latimer is entitled to a 
seat in this House, as the Representative of the State 
of Delaware :” 

Mr. Pace said:—I confess T doubt whether the 
sixty-eight freemen of Sussex ought to be dc- 
plived of the votes which they gave, merely be- 
cause they did not vote for two persons instead of 
one; for I think the law, which must have been 
iutended to secure their rights as electors, could 
not deprive them of their suffrage. The Consti- 
tution of the United States, it is true, gives the State 
Legislatures a right to regulate the time, place, and 
miner of holding elections; but I cannot prevail 
on myself to think that the words, “ the manner of 
holding elections,” ought to be construed to extend 
10 the words of the election law of the State of 
Delaware, so as to render the conduct of the sixty- 
eivht freemen of Sussex a violation of that law ; 
or, if it be a violation thereof, that the violation is 
of such a nature as to deprive them of a right 
which no law can abrogate; aright which should 
be held as sacred. and which it cannot become 
this House to diminish in the smallest degree. 
Thinking thus, sir, L doubted of the propriety of 
the vote which the House has given on the first 
question before it, viz: © that the sitting member 
is not eniitled to a seat in this House” Enter- 


taining this doubt, I can have none respecting the 
question now before us, viz: “Is the petitioner en- 
titled to a seat ?’—for I cannot construe the Con- 
stitution of the United States, or the law of Dela. 
ware, so rigidly, as to think that we should call 
illegal the sixty-eight votes given in Sussex Coun- 
ty; by which construction alone the House has 
declared Mr. Patron not entitled to a seat—on 
which alone the petitioner, Mr. Latimer, can 
found his claim. .[ad there been any violation of 
the law, of such a nature as tended to introduce 
corrupt elections, or to diminish the right of iree 
suffrages, I should, with pleasure, give my voice 
to disgrace and render null any such canduet in 
future. But here is merely an act of freemen, per- 
feetly compatible with their immutable, inalien- 
able privileges; not inconsistent with the law of 
their State, but merely falling short of a provision 
in a law, calculated, it is said, to secure to them 
the full benefit of that inestimable privilege. I 
cannot, therefore, think, sir, that on such slight 
grounds, we ought to reject a member, elected 
by the freemen of Delaware, and duly returned ; 
but should go on,and admit to a seat in this House 
a person not returned, and if returned, not having 
a majority of votes. In the case of the Georgia 
election, I voted for the reception of the petitioner, 
because he incontestibly proved (to my satisfac- 
tion at least) that he had a majority of legal votes, 
and that the sitting member had been returned by 
means of corruption, which the State endeavored 
to chastize and stigmatize. The Executive of that 
State showed an anxiety to support the claim of 
the petitioner. In the present case, there is no 
corruption proved or insinuated; no interference 
of the State; and a legal return, which, I suppose, 
was founded on such construction as I have put 
on the Constitution of the United States and the 
law of Delaware. The L[louse, in the case of the 
Georgia election, differed from my opinion, and 
estublished (as some gentlemen called it) a prece- 
dent, which would keep the House clear from sus- 
picions of partiality, and which T wish now to be 
observed. I acknowledge, excluding a member 
may be attended with inconvenience, but a double 
inconvenience may arise by depriving the citizens of 
a Representative—the man of their choice—and, at 
the same time, forcing on them one for whom a 
majority did not vote. For these reasons I shall 
vote against the resolutions. 


The question was then resolved in the affirmative 
—yeas 57, nays 31, as follows: 


Yras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat 
ty, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne. Lambert 
Cadwalader, Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, Jonathan Dayton, 
Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas 
Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gor- 
don, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry 
Grove, Thomas Hartley, William Hindman, Samuel 
Holten, John Hunter, William Irvine, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Francis Malbone, William 
Vans Murray, Francis Preston, Thomas Scott, Theo- 
dore Sedgwick, Juhn S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, 
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Samuel Smith, William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Zepha- 
niah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull, Jobn E. Van 
Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg 
Wadsworth, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays,—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Wil 
liam J. Dawson, William Findley, William B. Giles, 
James Gillespie, Christopher Greenup, Carter B. Harri- 
son, John Heath, James Hillhouse, Matthew Locke, 
William Lyman, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, 
William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, John Page, Josiah 
Parker. Andrew Pickens, John Smilie, Abraham Vena- 
ble, Francis Walker, Artemas Ward, Benjamin Wil 
liams, and Paine Wingate. 


Whereupon, the said Henry Latiwer took his 


seat iu the House, as the member for the State of 
Delaware ; the oath to support the Constitution of 


the Unitcd States being first administered to him 
by Mr. Sreaxer, according to law. 


Monpay, February 17. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


the Whole House on the Report of the committee 
to whom were referred the memorials of the peo- 
ple called Quakers, at their yearly meeting, held 
in Rhode Island, in the year, 1793 ; of the delegates 
from the several Societies for promoting the Abo- 
ition of Slavery, in convention assembled at Phi- 
fidelity on the first day of January last: and of 
the Providence Society for abolishing the Slave 
Trade; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had the 
said report under consideration, and come to areso- 
lution thereupon ; which was twice read, and agreed 
to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a bill or bills to prohibit the fitting 
out of any ship or vessel in any port of the United 
States, either by citizens of the United States or 
foreigners, for the purpose of procuring from any 
Kingdom or country the inhabitants of sueh king- 
dom or country, to be transported to any foreign 
parts or places of the world, to be sold or disposed 
of as slaves. - 

+ Ordered, That Mr. TrumguLL, Mr. Warb, Mr. 
Gites, Mr. Tat.B0T, and Mr. Grove, be a committee 
pursuant to the said resolution. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom was referred the memorial of Arthur St, 
Clair, which was made on the first day of Mareh 
lust, be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Thursday next. 


POST OFFICE BILL. 

The Post Office business was then taken up, in 
Committee of the Whole. A vast number of new 
post roads were ordered, without opposition. The 
Committee then came to the consideration of that 
part of the report which relates to newspapers, and 
it was moved, that the postage of them should be 
reduced to half a cent to distances not exceeding 
one hundred miles, and one cent for any greater 
distance. This was advoeated on the ground, that 
newspapers from the Svat of Government, and the 


large towns, must convey more complete informa- 
tion than selections: from them by country printers 
in weekly papers; and that the editors of them not 
only possess more ample means of information, but 
are generally better informed. The motion was 
opposed, from a wish to encourage country presses, 
whose papers, it was said, did not lose ona compa- 
rison with the wretched productions of the Me- 
tropolis. The Committee rose, without taking a 
question, and the House adjourned. 


Tuespay, February 18. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An act 
in alteration of the act establishing a Mint, and 
regulating the coins of the United States ;” to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Harrison, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the relief of Lucy Clark; which 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. VENABLE, from the committee to whom was 
re-committed the bill for the remission of the duties 
arising on the tonnage of sundry French vessels 
which have taken refuge in the ports of the United 
States, reported an amendatory bill; which was re- 
ceived, and read the first time, and on motion, was 
read the second time, and ordered to be eugrossed, 
and read third time to-morrow, 

The Post Office law was under discussion this 
day in Committee of the Whole. An amendment 
proposing the reduction of the postage on news- 
papers, viz: on those carried to any distance under 
an hundred miles, to half a cent, and those carried 
more than an hundred to one cent each, occasioned 
considerable debate ; and was finally negatived, 44 
to 40. A motion for further restricting the privi- 
lege of franking was also negatived. The Com- 
mitice rose and reported progress. 


Wepnnspay, February 19. 


An engrossed hill for the remission of the duties 
arising on the tonnage of sundry French vessels 
which have taken refuge in the ports of the United 
States was read the third time and passed. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
in alteration of the act establishing a Mint, aud 
regulating the coins of the United States,” was 
read twice and committed. 

A memorial of John Frederick Amelung, James 
Labes, and Thomas Johnson, of Frederick county, 
in the State of Maryland, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that an additional duty 
may be imposed on the importation of window 
and other glass, or such eucouragement given to 
the manufacture of the said article within the 
United States, as to the wisdom of Congress shall 
scem meet. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Warts, Mr. Coir, Mr. Qinpuay, Mr. Dex- 
TER, Mr, Gites, Mr. Dayton, and Mr, Pace; that 
they do eaamiue the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House, 
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Mr. Proxess, from the committee to whom was 
referred the Message from the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Untren States, of the 18th ult., transmitting the 
copy of a Letter from Constant Freeman, Agent for 
the War Department in Georgia, to the Secretary 
of War, dated the first of January, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, with sundry en- 
closures relative to the Creek Indians, made a re- 
port; which was read, and orderéd to be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House on Mon- 
day next. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you the copy of a Letter which I have 
received from the Chicf Justice and Associate Justices 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, and, at their 
desire, the representation mentioned in the said Letter, 
pointing out certain defects in the Judiciary system. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unen Starrs, February 19, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and or- 
dered to lie. 

The JIouse again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole louse on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to report whether any, and what, 
alterations and amendments are, in their opinion, 
necessary to the act “ to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads of the United States ;” and, after 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had again had the said report 
under consideration, and made several amendments 
thereto, which were severally read twice, and agreed 
to by the House. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said report, and that Mr. Sepewicx, 
Mr. Tracy, Mr. Guenn, Mr. Crank, Mr. Frrzst- 
mons, Mr. Dent, Mr. Wareg, Mr. McDoweE 11, 
Mr. Illuster, and Mr. Drarsorn, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

Mr. Wituiaw Sour, from the committee to 
whom was referred the Message from the Presi- 
DENT or tae Untrep States of the 30th ultimo, 


enclesing the copy of a Letter from the Governor of 


North Carolina, covering a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of that State; as also, the petitions of Thomas 
Person and others, proprietors of lands in the Ter- 
ritory of the United States South of the river Ohio, 
and of the Trustees of the University of North 
Carolina, made a report; which was read, and or- 
dered to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Wednesday next. 

The Hause again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to take into consideration the act 
“to establish the Judicial Courts of the United 
States,” and report some provision in the case 
where any Judge of the Courts of the United States 
is, or may, by sickness, or other disqualifying cause, 


be rendered incapable of discharging the duties of 


his office ; also, some further provision concerning 
bail, process, and costs, in the Courts of the United 
States; and, gencrally, to report such amendments 
to said act as they may judge necessary and Con- 


stitutional ; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had again 
had the said report under consideration, and made 
several amendments thereto; which were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That so much of the act ‘to establish the 
Judicial Courts of the United States,’ as is, or may be, 
construed to require the attendance of the Marshal of 
each State, at each of the sessions of the Supreme Court, 
shall be repealed ; and that, in future, the said Court 
shall be attended during session by the Marshal of the 
district in which they sit, unless by special order the 
Court shall require the same.” 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed to 
Mr. Wiuuram Sirs, Mr. Jexevran Smita, Mr. 
Moors, Mr. Murray, Mr. THATCHER, Mr. Scorr, 
and Mr. CHRISTIE. 

The House resumed the consideration of the re- 
port of the committee to whom was referred the 
memorial of Andrew G. Fraunces: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the reasons assigned by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury for refusing payment of the 
warrants roferred to in the memorial, are fully suffi- 
cient to justify his conduct; and that, in the whole 
course of this transaction, the Secretary and other 
officers of the Treasury have acted a meritorious 
part towards the public. 

‘Resolved, That tho charge exhibited in the me- 
morial against the Sccretary of the ‘Treasury, rela- 
live to the purchase of the pension of Baron de 
Glaubeck, is wholly illiberal and groundless. 


—== 


Tnurspay, February 20. 

The House, according to the standing order of 
the day, resolved itsclf into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union; and, af- 
ter some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committce had had the state of the Union 
under consideration, and come to several resolutions 
thereupon; which he delivered in at the Clerk’s 
table. 

Ordered, That the said resolutions do lie on the 
table. 


— 


Fray, February 21. 


A petition of Josiah G, Pierson, of the City of 
New York, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that such further and additional restric- 
tions may be laid on the importation of nails from 
foreign countries as may be deemed expedient to 
encourage the manufacture of the said article 
within the United States. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Warts, Mr. Cort, Mr. HINDMAN, Mr, DEXTER, 
Mr. Guers, Mr. Dayron, and Mr. Pace; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

The Spearer laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of War, communicating an ade 


judication of the Supreme Court of the United 
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States, declaring the claims of certain invalid pen- 
sioners under the act, entitled “ An act to provide 
for the settlement of the claims of widows and 
orphans barred by the limitations, heretofore esta- 
blished, and to reguiate the claims to Invalid Pen- 
sions,” not to be valid; which was read, and order- 
ed to lie on the table, 


NAVAL ARMAMENT. 


The House procecded to consider the resolutions 
Teported yesterday by the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union: Whereupon, 

The question being taken on the first resolution, 
in the words following to wit: 


“ Resolved, That a Naval force, to consist of four ships 
of forty-four, and two ships of twenty guns each, be 
provided fur the protection of the commerce of the Uni- 
ted States against the Algerine cruisers :” 


It was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 43, 
nays 41, as follows: 


Yeas—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton. George Dent, Sa- 
muel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Eze- 
kiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James 
Gordon, Samuel Grifin, Thomas Hartley, James Hill- 
house, William Hindman. Samuel Holten, Joha Wilkes 
Kittera, Henry Latimer, Richard Bland Lee, Francis 
Malbone, William Vans Murray, Tomas Scott, Theo- 
dore Sedgwick, Samuel Smith, William Smith, Tho- 
mas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcber, Uriah Tracy, Junathan Trumbull, John E. 
van Allen, Artemas Ward, Jolin Watta, aud Richard 

inn. 

Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P, Carnes, Qabriel Christie, Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J, Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, William Findley, William B. Giles, James 
Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Christopher Greenup, An- 
drew Gregg, William Barry Grove, Carter B. Harri 
son, Jolin Heath, John Flonter, Matthew Locke, Wil- 
liam Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph 
McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, 
Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Natha- 
niel Niles, John Page, Andrew Pickens, Francis Pres- 
ton, Robert Rutherford, Johns, Sherburne, Jolm Smilie, 
Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, 
Paine Wingate, and Joseph Winston. 

The second resolution being taken up, in the 
words following: 

“ Resolved, That, for the 
of a Naval armament, 
after the-—~ day of 


purpose of defraying the cost 
and the annual expense thereof, 
athere shall be levied, collect- 
ed, and paid, upon all goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on which a duty 
of seven and a half per cent. is now payable an addi- 
tional duty of one per cent 2’— 


Mr. Davron said, that, as on a 
he had pledged himself to the House, 
amendment to the above resolution, he was now 
prepared to do it, and should take up very little of 
the time of the Committee in general prefatory 
remarks, 

No member present, he said, could be ignorant 
that the articles failing under the description of 
those subjected to a duty of seven and a half per 


| the following groceries, viz: cinnamon, 
| nutmegs, ginger, anniseed, currants, dates, figs, plums, 


cent. were for the most part purchased and used 
by the poorer classes of the people, who were less 
able to bear additional burdens than any other. 
That indeed very many of those articles, and some 
of the most important of them were real necessa- 
ries, and could not be furnished in this country, but 
must be brought from abroad, for a long time at 
least to come ; among which he particularly men- 
tioned coarse woollens, &c. 

That, under this impression, he took the liberty 
to move, that instead of laying one per cent. addi- 
tional duty, as the Select Committee had reported, 
on those articles, it might be reduced to one half 
per cent. only. 

Mr. D. said, he was aware that the reduction of 
one half, as proposed by him, would occasion a di- 
minution in the sum to be raised of about 75,000 
dollars, under that head of revenue, but that the 
Committee of the Whole might see and under- 
stand his whole plan and object, before they de- 
cided upon a part, he would in his place, read to 
them what he intended to offer as a subslilule to 
remedy that deficiency. 

Here Mr. D. read a variety of specific articles, 
which, he said, were either luxuries of life, and con- 
sequently consumed or used by those who were 
most able to pay the duties, or articles which our 
own artists or manufacturers could supply in suffi- 
cient quantity, especially if this small additional 
protection could be held out to them. 

The principal of them were as follows, viz: 


On boots, an additional duty of twenty-five centa per 
air. 
P On shoes and slippers for men and women, and on 
clogs and golo-shoes, five cents per pair. 

On shoes and slippers for children, three cents per 

air, 
: On millinery ready made, and artificial flowers, fea- 
thers, and other ornaments, for women’s head dresses, 
dolls, dressed and undressed, toys, five per cent. ad va- 
lorem. 

On cast, slit, and rolled iron, and generally all ma- 
nufactures of iron, steel, tin, pewter, copper, brass, or 
of which either of these metals is the article of chief 
value, not being otherwise particularly enumerated 
(brass and iron wire, locks, hinges, hoes, anvils, and 
Vices, excepted,) cabinet wares, carpets, and carpeting ; 
two per cent. ad valorem. 

On leather tanned and tawed, and generally all ma- 
nufactures of leather, or of which leather is the article 
of chief value, not otherwise particularly enumerated ; 
two per cent. ad valorem 

On medicinal drugs, except those commonly used in 
dying, mats and floor elotha, hats, caps, and bonnets of 
every sort for women, gloves, mittens, stockings, fans, 
buttons of every kind, buckles, shoe aud knee, sheath- 
ing and cartridge paper, all powders, pastes, balls, bal- 


former day, ; 538, ointments, oils, waters, washes, tinctures, essencea, 
ee? | ther preparations or compositi 
to offer an | °T ° prepara positions, commonly called 


sweet scents, odours, peifuines, or cosmetics, and all 
dentifrice, powders or preparations for the teeth or 


| gums; two per cent. ad valorem, 


On gold, silver, and plated wares, gold and silver 
lace, jewelry, and paste work, clocks and walches, and 
cloves, mace, 


prunes, raisins, sugar candy, oranges, lemons, limes, aud 
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generally all fruits, and comfits, olives, capers, pickles 
of every sort, oil, and mustard in flour; two per cent. 
ad valorem. 

On all manufactures of cotton, of which cotton is the 
chief material, printed, stained, or colored; one and a 
half per cent. ad valorem. 

On all marble, slate, and other stone, on bricks, tiles, 
tables, mortars, and other utensils of marble, or stone, 
and generally upon all stone and earthenware, an ad- 
tional duty of five per cent. 

On ships or vessels of the United States employed in 
foreign trade, six cents per ton; on all other ships and 
vessels, twenty-five cents per ton. 


The additional duties which he had proposed 
on thearticles he had thus particularly enumerated, 
would amount to about 75,000 dollars, which would 
be the diminution occasioned by the reduction of a 
half per cent. agreeably to this motion. 

Mr. D. said, that he hoped every member, whe- 
ther he favored or opposed a Naval armament to 
protect our commerce and our coast and harbors, 
would aid him and his endeavors to render the 
ways and means for raising the moneys as little 
burdensome and as uncxceptionable as possible. 
If the resolution for building and equipping the 
five frigates should ultimately be negatived, it by 
no means followed (hat the time spent in the dis- 
cussion and amendment of the resolution immedi- 
ately under consideration, would be uselessly spent. 
In any future call for money, the ways and means 
which should be on this occasion preferred, would 
probably be resorted to, and it was therefore of 
importance, thal all should unite their exertions 
to make the measure as unobjectionable as pos- 
sible. 

So far as the encouragement of our own manu- 
factures could be made to consist with the increase 
of revenue, it was certainly desirable to effect it; 
and it was with a view to both those important 
objects, that he had selected the articles which he 
enumerated. It was to be remembered, Mr. D. 
added, that it was not now a question whether 
they should raise more money, (this had already 
beem determined,) but whether the increase of du- 
ties should fall upon articles of luxury, and such 
other articles as the United States were capable 
of supplying within themselves, independently of 
foreign countries, 

After considerable discussion, which turned 
principally upon the propriety of affording the 
protection and encouragement which was con- 
templated in the amendment in favor of the iron 
and of the iron manufactures of the United States, 
it was moved and carried, that locks, hinges, and 
two or three other articles (which it was said, 
could not be manufactured in this country,) should 
be excepted. 

The propositions of Mr. Daytox were then 
agreed to, and were adopted as part of the report 
of the Committee. 


The remaining resolutions were then adopted, as 
follows: 

“ Resolved, That the like drawbacks and allowances 
be made of the said additional duties as are now made 
of other duties upon goods exported from the United 
States. 


“ Resolved, That a separate account of the said 
duties be kept. 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
anthorized to receive on loan, a sum not exceeding 
dollars, to be applied towards the building and equip 
meat of the said Naval armament, at an interest not 
exceeding —— per cent. per annum; and that the said 
loan be open to any individual or body politic or cor- 
porate within the United States. 

“ Resolved, That the revenues herein before recited be 
pledged for the payinent of the interest on the loan 
aforesaid, for the annual expense of the said armament: 
and that the surplus of such revenue be applied to the 
repayment of the principal, and to no other purpose 
whatever.” 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in por- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Frrz- 
stvons, Mr. Goopnve, Mr, Jenruian WADSWORTH, 
Mr. Forrest, Mr. Mauzoxr, Mr. Boupryot, Mr. 
Parker, Mr. Macoy, Mr. Winn, Mr. Giman, Mr. 
Warts, Mr. Osr, Mr. Banpwix, Mr. Isast Smita, 
Mr. Latimer, and Mr. Daytox, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

Lesolved, That a committee be appointed to re- 
port whether any, and what, sum may be necessary 
to be loaned for the purpose of carrying on the 
public service for the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-four. 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Srne- 
wick, Mr. Gines, and Mr. DEARBORN. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the bill making ap- 
propriations for support of Government, for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had again had the said 
bill under consideration, and made several amend- 
ments thereto; which were severally twice read 
and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time on 
Monday next. 


Monpay, February 24. 


An engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
support of Government, for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, was read the third 
time and passed. 

The following Message was reccived from the 
PRESIDENT OF THe UNITED Sratss: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

The extracts which I now lay before you, from a Let- 
ter of our Minister al London, are supplementury to 
some of iny past communications, and will appear to be 
of a confidential nature. 

l also transmit to you copies of a Letter from the Se- 
eretary of State to the Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Britannic Majesty, and the answers thereto, upon the 
subject of the treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain; together with the copy of a Leiter from 
Messieurs Carmichael and Short, relative to our affairs 
with Spain; which Letter is connected with a former 


confidential Message. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unrrep States, February 24, 1794. 
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The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. Gres called up his resolution, laid on the 
table in the early part of the session, which reso- 
lution is in the following words: 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to exa- 
mine the state of the Treasury Department, and that 
they be instructed to report to the House, generally, 
thereon; and, among other things, more particularly : 

“lat. Whether the form of keeping the accounts be 
calculated to effectuate the disposition of the public 
moneys, as prescribed by law. 

“2d. Whether the cash receipts, from the domestic re- 
sources, have exceeded, equalled, or fallen short of the 
domestic cash expenditures, from the establishment of 
the Government to the first day of January, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and nincty-four; remarking the 
dates and amount ofany exceas, or deficiency, quarterly. 

“ 8d, Whether the Sinking Fund, at the time of its cs 
tablishment, consisted of cash or bonds; specifying, in 
the latter case, as nearly as may be, the several dates at 
which nny sum or sums of such hands hecame payable 

“4th. What proceedings have been made under the 
laws of the fourth and twelfth of Angust, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety, authorizing loans of money, 
aud what authorities were given for those proceedings. 
That they also state, in dollars and cents, the gross prin- 
cipal of debt in Holland, produced to the United States 
by the maid loans, and the precise amount of the prin- 
cipal of the foreign debt, which has been discharged 
thereby: what portion of such loans has been drawn to 
the United States, at what dates, and by what author- 
ity; in what manner such drafis have ‘been applied ; 
under what forms and checks those drafts were made ; 
and whether the moneys raised thereby were imme- 
diately deposited in the Treasury ; if uot, in what places, 
and to what amount, were euch moneys deposited ; 
how much time elapsed after auch loans, before the said 
Moneys came into the Treasury ; whether a complete 
fulfilment of our engagements to France was, in any 
degree, obviated by such drafts; whether any portion 
of the French debt remamed unpaid, at the end of one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-two; and whether 
any balance of the said debt ia yet unpaid. And that 
the Committee do also report the date of the first in- 
formation to this House, communicating the said 
drafts; and whether any call of the House was made 
upon the Treasury Department, which embraced the 
idea of a previous disclosure thereof, 

“Sth. That the committee be also instructed to report 
the whole amount of ihe existing debt. of the United 
States, discriminating the domestic from the foreign 
debt, and specify ing the amount of domestic debt bear- 
ing 4 present interest of six per centum; the amount 
bearing a present interest of three per centum, and the 
amount deferred. That they also report the increase 
or decrease of the whole debt of the United States, and 
the operatin of the Sinking Fund, to the end of the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three.” 


Mr. Gres observed, that very shortly after the 
meeting of Congress, he had laid this resolution 
on the table, under a conviction of the propriety 
of the measure, and the hope of a speedy decision 
upon it. An occurrence took place a few days 
afterwards, which produced a temporary delay. 
An individual presented a memorial to Congress, 


containing some suggestions against the official 
conduct of the gentleman at the head of the De- 
partment; and to have pressed the inquiry into 
the general state of the Treasury, during the 
pendency of those suggestions, might have been 
deemed a violation of delicacy and propriety. 
Very soon after the imputations from that source 
were done away by report of a committee, he had 
called up the resolution, but the House, acting 
under the impressions produced by the delicate 
crisis of our external affairs, refused to cntcr into 
the consideration of the subject at that time. 

Mr. G. remarked, that while on the one hand 
he was desirous of looking into a subject which 
he deemed important to the public welfare, as 
well as to gratify an officer in a request which he 
conceived had been impelled by the delicacy of 
his situation, he was not unwilling, on the other 
hand, to yield to the opinion of the House, which 
induced an immediate attention to our affairs with 
foreign nations. The subjects of commercial regu- 
lations, and the naval armament, being now out 
of the view of the House, at least for some days, 
he hoped the chasm would be filled by the consi- 
deration of the resolution he had proposed. He 
could not help remarking, that at an early period 
of the session this resolution had been termed the 
torch of discord. Ie thought if it could be viewed 
with impartiality, and according to its own de- 
sign, it would not be found to possess that charac- 
ter. The primary object of the resolution is, to 
ascertain the boundaries of discretion and autho- 
rity between the Legislature and the Treasury 
Department. To effect this object, it becomes 
necessary to have a knowledge of the state of the 
Treasury Department. This appeared to him an 
obvious duty of the House of Representatives, 
operating equally upon every individual of whom 
it is composed ; it therefore seemed strange to him, 
that an attempt to discharge an essential duty 
should be construed into a design to interrupt the 
harmony of deliberation. 

Tf to require a full and comprehensive view of 
the public finances, and the modes in which they 
are contributed and distributed, be construed into 
an effort at discord, it must arise either from the 
opinion that Congress already possess this view, 
or from the principle that they ought not to pos- 
sess it, but that the whole knowledge of this sub- 
ject should be left to the Treasury officers. If this 
doctrine be contended for, he thought it ought to 
stimulate the exertions of those who believed it 
to be subversive of the primary principle of the 
Constitution. He requested the House to accom- 
pany him in making a few reflections upon this 
subject. 

The Debt of the United Slates forms an im- 
portant item of legislation. Its system is intri- 
cate, its extent unknown; it embraces the inter- 
ests of a very sagacious and powerful class of 
citizens. It is made, by the Constitution, the pe- 
culiar province of the Representatives, immedi- 
alely chosen by the people, to superintend the 
contributions and the distributions of all public 
moneys. This may be deemed the highest duty 
of the Representatives. It may be asked—How 
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this most important of duties can be understand- 
ingly performed, but by a knowledge of the whole 
machinery of the Treasury Department? There 
can be no prospect of acting wisely, where there 
are no means of judging rightly. The omission to 
discharge this important Legislative function, 
by the Representatives, will necessarily cause it 
to be performed by the Head of the Department. 
A species of laws will grow oat of an inattention 
to, and a consequent ignorance of, this subject, 
which may be called the rules of office, the forms 
of the Treasury, the practical constructions of 
laws contravening the legal constructions. In all 
contlicts between this species of laws and the laws 
pronounced by the Constitutional tribunal, the ad- 
vantage would be in favor of the Treasury sys- 
tem: because this would be the practical, that the 
theoretic system of legislation. An inattention to 
this subject, which is an intricate and complicated 
one, and a consequent ignorance of it might, in 
a course of time, leave to the Legislature the mere 
right of registering Treasury edicts. It may be 
said, that this is not the case at present. 
proposed to give any opinion on this point. The 
remarks have been intended to show the probable 
tendency of intrusting this important branch of 
legislation to the Treasury Department; which 
would be the infallible consequence of the igno- 
rance of the Legislature of the Treasury proceed- 
ings. The propriety of placing confidence in the 
Exccutive officers, is an argument very familiar 
to this louse. To a certain extent, it isin every 
respect proper. Itis proper, so Jong as the officer 
confines himself to his legal designated functions. 
If in any case he should exceed these, it becomes 
the duty of the Legislature to notice the proceed- 
ing. Ii is also the duty of the Legislature to as- 
certain hig functions by law, and to limit his 
discretion. This argument of confidence in the 
Exccutive officers may casily be carried to a dan- 
gerous excess. The pcople have confidence in their 
Representatives; they bestow on them certain 
trusts, and impose on them certain duties. The 
Representatives have confidence in the Executive 
officers: they transfer to them these trusts and 
these duties. What would be the result? A com- 
plete and radical change in the most essential 
character of the Government. Instead of the Le- 
gislature prescribing rules of conduct to the peo- 
ple, the Exccutive officers would prescribe thew ; 
and the Legislature would be of no other use than 
to legalize Exccutive proceedings. This would 
be a desertion of the trust reposed in the Repre- 
sentatives. ‘Ihe consideration of individual ease, 
would always operate in favor of this idea. The 
argument of individual interest might possibly aid 
it in some instances, and the argument of policy 
in others; for there may be some individuals who 
might possibly prefer that to the Constitutional 
state of things. These remarks had been made to 
show, in very general terms, the impressions 
which the subject had made on his mind; to cx- 
hibit its general object; to prove that it was not 
unimportant; and that, if such should be the opin- 
ion of the House, the stage of the session required 
that it should reccive immediate attention. 


It is not | 


Mr. Pace said, that he looked upon those reso- 
lutions as the only proper objects of the proposed 
committee; as being those on which the chief 
view of the author of them was fixed; and which, 
too, came up exactly to the ideas of the Sceretary 
himself, as expressed in his Letter, calling on the 
House for an inquiry into his conduct. He was 
surprised to hear gentlemen talk of exciting sus- 
picions, by sctting on foot such an inquiry: for 
his part, were he the Secretary, he should never 
rest till his requisition of an inquiry had been 
fully complied with. That an inquiry into the 
conduct of the Treasurer ought to be made, (as it 
was annually in the State from which he came, 
where a committee of both Houses not only ex- 
amined the Treasurer's accounta, but corrected 
and weighed his money,) notwithstanding his 
honesty and virtue; and that this examination 
had been found useful and necessary, for deficien- 
cies bad been discovered; and in one instance by 
the Treasurer himself, (although it had escaped 
the Committce,) who honestly informed the As- 
sembly of it, and only asked time to replace the 
deficient money, which he did. As to the impro- 
priety of revising the proceedings of the House 
of Representatives in their last session, he thought 
nothing of it—not as much as he should of repeal- 
ing one of its laws; and surely as it could not be 
denied that this House had a right to examine any 
proceedings of the last, which had received the 
sanction of the Senate and Presipent too, it must 
be very extraordinary to doubt its right to revise 
the proceedings of the House of Representatives 
alone, and more so when that revision has been 
requested, even by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the person who was the particular object of those 
proceedings. 

Ordered, That Mr. Batnwrs, Mr. Hoster, Mr. 
McDowe tt, Mr. Gites, Mr. Greenup, Mr. Dent, Mr. 
Larter, Mr. Invive, Mr. Brarry, Mr. Van Cort- 
Lanp, Mr. Niues, Mr. Swirt, Mr. Manone, Mr. 
Corrin, and Mr. Wixeare, be a committee pursu- 
ant to the said resolution. 


Tusspay, February 25. 


Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill providing for destroyed cer- 
tificales of certain descriptions, reported an amend- 
atory bill; which was read twice and commit- 
ted. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled 
* An act in alteration of the act for establishing a 
Mint, and regulating the coins of the United 
States ;” and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had the 
said bill under consideration, and made no amend- 
ment thereto, The said bill was then read the third 
time and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the report of the committee to 
whom was referred the memorial of Arthur St. 
Clair; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committce rose and reported progress. 
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Wepnespay, February 26. 

A petition and representation of the pilots of 
Ocracock bar, in the State of North Carolina, 
masters of vessels, and merchants, owners of ves- 
sels, trading in and out at the same, was presented 
to the House and read, suggesting various reasons 
against the erection of a light-house on Ocracock 
Island, and praying that the same may be erected 
on Shell-Castle Island, in the harbor of Ocracock. 

Ordered, That the said petition and representa- 
tion be referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with instruction to examine the same, and report 
his opinion thereupon to the House. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to inquire 
into the state of the Treasury Department, have 
powcr to send for persons, papers, and records. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to con- 
sider and report on the propriety of remitling the 
duty on imported bar iron, in certain cases; and 
that Mr. Samueu Sairo, Mr. Frrzsimons, and Mr. 
Sepewicx, be the said committee. 

Resolved, That so much of the Speech of the 
PRESIDENT of tHe UNITED STATES, as respects 
arms and military stores, magazines, and arsenals, 
together with the return of arms and military stores, 
reported by the Secretary for the Department of 
War, be roferred to a special committee, and that 
they report whether any, or what, addition ought 
to be made to any or all of these objects; with an 
estimate of the expense of any augmentation they 
may recommend. 

Ordered, That Mr, Frrzsimuys, Mr. Goopuve, 
Mr. Jenuattan Wapswourn, Mr. Forrest, Mr. MAL- 
Bonz, Mr. Bouprnot, Mr, Parken, Mr. Macon, Mr. 
Wany, Mr. Guman, Mr. Warts, Mr. Orr, Mr. 
Bavowin, Mr. Israrr Sarra, Mr. Latiaer, and Mr. 
Davron, be a committee pursuaut to the said reso- 
lution. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Houso on the bill for the relief of Lucy 
Clark; and, after some time spent thercin, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. 

On a motion made and seconded, that the said 
bill be recommitted to a solect committec, it passed 
in tha negative. 

Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy, imposed 
by the House in tho case of the Letter from the Sc- 
erctary of State lo the British Minister, and the an- 
swer thereto, communicated by Message from the 
Presipent on Monday last, be removed, and that 
the said letters be considered as public. 


Tuurspay, February 27. 


Mr. Sevewicx, from the committee appointed to 
report whether any, and what, sum may be neces- 
sary to be loaned for the purpose of carrying on ihe 
public service for the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committce of 
the Whole House on the Report of the Secretary 
of War, on the petition of William M’Hatton; 


and after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said Re- 
port under consideration, but come to no resolution 
thereupon. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the farther consideration 
of the said Report; and that Mr. Boupinor, Mr. 
Greener, and Mr. BAILEY, be a committee to report 
whether any, and what, alterations or amendments 
are in their opinion necessary to the act ‘‘ to regu- 
late the claims to Invalid Pensions.” 

On a motion made and seconded, that the IIouse 
do come to the following resolutions : 

“Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law 
for the payment of the interest un the balances credited 
certain States, in the books of the Treasury, upon the 
final settlement of the accounts between the United 
States and the individual States. 

“ Resolved, That the balances due from sundry of the 
States, on the final settlement of the accounts between 
the individnal States and the United States, ought to 
be paid in years, by annual instalments.” 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House on Monday 
next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill for the remission of cer- 
tain duties; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had the 
said bill under considcration, and made no amend- 
ment thereto. 

And on the question that the said bill be en- 
grossed, and read the third time, il passed in the 
negative. And so the said bill was rejected. 

Mr. Witas Smiru, from the committee to 
whom was referred the motion of the 19th instant, 
“for the repeal of so much of the act ‘to establish 
the Judicial Courts of the United States,’ as is or 
may be construed to require the attendance of the 
Marshal of cach State, at each of the sessions of 
the Supreme Court, and providing that, in future, 
the said Court shall be attended during session by 
the Marshal of the District in which they sit, un- 
less by special order the Court shall require the 
same,” made a report. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it will be proper to pass a law 
repealing so much of the act “ to establish the Ju- 
dicial Courts of the United States,” as is or may be 
construed to require the attendance of the Marshals 
of all the Districts at the Supreme Court, and en- 
acting that the said Court shall be attended, during 
its session, by the Marshal of the District only in 
which the Court shall sit, unless the attendance of 
the Marshals of other Districts shall be required by 
special order of the Court. 

Tho House then proceeded to consider the 
amendments reported by the Committee of the 
Whole Ifouse, on the nineteenth instant, to the 
report of the committee appointed to take into 
consideration the act “to establish the Judicial 
Courts of the United States,” and report some pro- 
vision in the case where any Judge of the Courts 
of the United States is, or may, by sickness, or 
other disqualifying cause, be rendered incapable 
of discharging the duties of his office; also, some 
further provision concerning bail, proccss, and 
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costs, in the Courts of the United States; and, 
generally, to report such amendments to the said 
act as they may judge necessary and Constitu- 
tional ; and the said amendments being severally 
twice read, were, on the question put thereupon, 
agreed to by the IfLouse. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said report as amended, and to the pre- 
ceding resolution, and that Mr. WILLIAM SMITH, 
Mr. JEREMIAH SMITH, Mr. Moone, Mr. Murray, 
Mr. THATCHER, Mr. Scort, and Mr. CHRISTIE, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

Ordered, That there be a call of the House to 
morrow, at twelve o'clock. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Henry Hill. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said report be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House immediately. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
said committce; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose and reported progress. 


The House proceeded to consider the report of 


the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Lieutenant Colonel Tousard. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That there be allowed to the said 
Lieutenant Colonel 'lousard an equivalent for bis 
pension for life, agreeably to the rule of commu- 
tation, as adopted by the United States, in lieu of 
the half pay to the officers of the late Army. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. SAMUEL 
SMITH, Mr. THATCHER, and Mr. LEARNED, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 


FRIDAY, February 28. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to prohibit the carrying on the 
slave trade from the United States to any foreign 
place or country ; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. FITZSIMONS, from the committee appointed 
to prepare and report to the House an estimate of 
the expense that will be requisite to place the 
principal seaports and harbors of the United States 
in a state of defence, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday uext. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to prepare and report such standing 
Rules and Orders of procceding as may be proper 
to be observed in this House; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported 
progress. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, of the sums necessary 
to be appropriated for the service of the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose 
and reported progress. 


ON TIIE STATE OF THE TREASURY. 


Mr. SEDGWICK called up a report of a select 
committee to whom it had been referred, to report 


whether any, and what, sum was necessary to be 
borrowed for the service of the current year. The 
report states it to be expedient that the President 
should be authorized to borrow $1,000,000, if in 
his opinion the same shall be necessary. ‘Ihe re- 
port was referred to a Committee of the Whole, 
and the IIouse resolved itself into a Committce 
accordingly. 

The report being read, Mr. SEDGWIcxK said it 
was the duty of the select committee to state the 
several steps which had been taken in the progress 
of their inquiry, and the facts which had come to 
their knowledge during the investigation, that the 
result which was expressed in their report might 
have its merits decided on by the Committee of 
the Whole. 

He stated that, however inadequate the actual 
receipts of the revenue might be to discharge all 
the demands made on the Government, there was 
in fact no deficiency in the funds appropriated to 
the discharge of those demands. ‘Lhe deficit was 
owing merely to the credit which, for the conve- 
nience and benefit of trade, was allowed to the 
merchants; and that, in fact, the bonded duties 
were more than equal to mect all the demands on 
the Treasury. This credit, it would be remem- 
bered, extended from four months to two years. 

Ile next stated that, by the report now in the 
possession of the Committec, that the deficiency 
at the end of the present quarter would amount to 
$621,294 18. The select committee were not 
fully acquainted with the Bank transactions in 
relation to the Treasury, and were unccrtain 
whether moncy deposited in Banks by Collectors 
of revenue was considered as in the Treasury from 
the time of the deposite. He observed, that this 
doubt arose from considering the law ene te 
the Treasury Department, by which it appeare 
that the Secretary’s warrant was as well required 
for paying money in, as for issuing it from the 
Treasury. It might thereforo happen, if the 
deposite money was not considered as in the 
Treasury, that the apparent deficit reported, of 
$621,291 18, might exist, while, in fact, there 
might be at the disposal of Government a sufficient 
sum completely to answer every demand. , 

Mr. S. said that, contemplating the subject in 
this view, the select committee had thought it 
their duty to submit certain questions to the Se- 
eretary, which they had accordingly done; the 
import of which was, “ whether money collected 
on account of the United States, in Banks, was 
from the time of deposite considered as in the 
Treasury? Or, are any, and if any what, means 
necessary to subject money so deposited to the 
control of the Treasurer? And in the latter case 
who is, from the time of such deposite until it 
passes into the Treasury, responsible to the United 
States? Is any money now so deposited capable 
of being drawn into the Treasury ? And, if any, 
is the probable amount such as to render a present 
provision for a loan incxpedient or unneces- 
sary P” 

Mr. S. then read the following Letter, addressed 
io him as Chairman of the select committee, from 
the Secretary of the Treasury: 
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Treasury DEPARTMENT, February 25, 1794. 


Sre: The following are answers to the questions 
stated in your Letter of the 22d instant, viz. : 


Answer to question the first. 


“ All moneys collected on account of the United 
States, and deposited in the Banks to the credit of the 
Treasurer, are considered as in the Treasury from the 
time of the deposite. The steady course with regard to 
the standing revenue is, that the mouey deposited in 
Bank passes immediately to the credit of the Treasurer, 

“ But it is necessary, to discharge the payers, that re- 
ceipts of the Treasurer should be endorsed npon war- 
rants signed by the Secretary, eountersigned by the 
Comptroller, and registered by the Register, which is 
the course regularly observed. 


Answer to question the second. 


“ After moneys are deposited in Banks to the credit 
of the Treasurer, they are in his control, though they 
may not legally be disbursed but upon warrants of th 
above description. If deposited without passing in the 
first instance to the credit of the Treasurer, the means 
used for placing them in his custody and disposal are 
warrants of the like kind, 


Answer to question the third. 
t “Tn respect to any moneys of the United Statea, de- 
posited in Banks, but not passed to the credit of the 
reasurer, the Banka are considered as directly respon- 
sible to the United States; in the case of deposites to 
the credit of the Treasurer, they are responsible, in the 
first instance to him, ultimately to the United States. 


Answer to question the Sourth, 


“ Only two cases are recollected, in whieh moneys of 


the United States may be cunsidered as having been de- 
posited in Bank without passing, in the first instance, 
into the account of the Treasurer. These relate, first, 
to the proceeds of forcign bills sold fur the Government 
and received by the Bank, (all accounts of which are 
now finally closed ;) second, to the sum of $200,000, 
being the only sum now so deposited, which arises from 
the last loan had of the Bank. It is left (subject to the 
eventual decision of the Legislature,) as an offset against 
La oon instalment of the two mitlion loan from the 
ank. 

“ The effect of the operation will be thia: An interest 
of six per cent., payable to the Bank upon the instal- 
ment, will be extinguished from the 81st December lasi, 
by an interest of five per cent., ayable to the Bank 
upon the sum borrowed of itself and left in deposite. 
And it has been endeavored thereby, to preserve con- 
sistency and regularity in the arrangements of the Trea- 
sury. The first instalment, by leaving in deposite an 
equal sum of the proceeds of foreign bilis, was consider- 
ed as effected on the 31st December, 1792, though there 
waa not power to consummate the payment till some 
monthsafter. Hence, it becomes regular, that each suc- 
ceoding instalment should be paid on the last of Decem- 
ber of each year. The provisional measure, thus adopted, 
was the only expedicnt in the power of the Treasury to 
reconcile, as far as practicable, considerations relative to 

. the public interest anderedit, with legality of procedure. 
Neither the sum in deposite, on the one hand, nor the 
instalment payable to the Bank, on the other, is brought 
into the probable state of cash lately presented to the 
House of Representatives; because they balance each 
other and leave the result the same. 

“There are no existing sources from which moneys 
can come into the Bank on account of the United States, 


except from the proceeds of the revenue, which, as far 
as known, are comprised in the statement before the 
House of Representatives. So that there is no resource 
but a loan which cau supply the deficit of receipt in the 
course of the present and succeeding quarters, compared 
with the expenditure ; without one, a failure in the 
public payments is inevitable. 

“If what has been said should not give the Com- 
mittee the light they desire, itis imagined that personal 
explanations would lead more fully to their object than 
the conrse of written interrogatories and answers, which 
can only partially embrace the subject, and may pro- 
crastinate a right understanding of it. 

“Tam, sir, with esteem and regard, &c., 

“ALEX. HAMILTON. 

“Trronore Senewicr, Ese, 

“ Chairman of the Committee.” 


After reading this Letter, Mr. S. observed, that 
the business as transacted, in the manner stated 
in the Secretary’s Tetter, was the most beneficial 
possible for the United States, because it pre- 
vented any money, at any time collected for the 
public, lying beyond the reach of the Government 
and useless. He further observed, that gentlemen 
would remember that it was necessary, not only 
to provide for a deficiency which might exist at 
the end of the current quarter, but also for that 
next succeeding. That, to cnable the select com- 
mittee to discharge the duty which they owed to 
tho House in this respect, it had been thought ex- 


| pedient to call on the Secretary. This (hey had 


accordingly donc; and had extended their inquiry 
to that period to fulfil the ubject of their commis- 
sion. That the estimate resulting in their report 
was formed of the best materials they could col- 
lect. Ile said that, in several particulars, it was 
probable that the estimate might not be justified 
by events. It ought, however, to be remembered, 
that it was the duty of the Legislature to put the 
preservation of the public credit almest beyond 
the reach of the possibility of being injured. 

The first article, he mentioned, was the deficit 
which would exist on the first of April, amounting, 
as clearly reported to the House, to $621,294 18— 
1,000,000 florins were to be paid in Holland by the 
first of July. The committee had agreed to esti- 
mate this at $406,000, though, according to the 
present rate of exchange, it would amount to 
about $40,000 more. Gentlemen would undoubt- 
edly perceive that it was for the public interest 
that this object should be provided for as carly as 
possible, that advantage might be taken of the oc- 
curring circumstances, so as to conduct, the busi- 
hess most profitably for the United States. One 
quarter of the interest of the Public Debt was 
$700,000; one quarter of the Civil List was esti- 
mated at $50,000. This he said would amount to 
somewhat more, owing to the increase of the 
number of the members of the Legislature. The 
remaining item mentioned by him was the Army 
expenditures, estimated at $375,000, This item, 
he observed, might vary more from the estimate 
than any of the preceding. It might rise consider- 
ably above it, it might fall considerably below. 
The conjecture would, however, be found probably 
not far from the truth. The aggregate of these 
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several items amounted to $2,146,294 18. To 
satisfy this sum, it appeared, by returns in the Se- 
cretary’s office, that there would fall due of duties 
on imports and tonnage, in the months of April, 
May, and June, and of course in season to mect 
the demands which may be made on the first of 
duly, $448,802 22. There will also be reccived, 
in the same period, one quarter of the annual du- 
ties on distilled spirits, amounting by estimate to 
$100,000; which, added to the returned amount 
of the dutics as before stated, of $448,802 22, 
makes an aggregate of $548,802 22. This sum, 
deducted from the aggregate of the estimated de- 
mands which may become necessary to be dis- 
charged, being as before stated $2,146,294 18, 
would leave a balance to be provided for by loan of 
$1,597,491 96. 

He observed, however, that there were two con- 
siderations which would considerably lessen this 
balance. These were, first, that therc was a defi- 
ciency of returns of bonded dutics; and, second, 
the revenne of the present year, arising from im- 
ports and tonnage, which would be in fact received 
previous to the first day of July. These two arti- 
cles the Secretary had estimated at $600,000 ; this 
he had founded on his experience on this subject. 
The committee had thought their report might 
result in round numbers, departing somewhat from 
the Seerctary’s estimate, by reducing the $600,000 
to $597,491 96, leaving, according to their report, 
a balance of $1,000,000 to be provided for by loan. 

Mr. S., said, it was true that all the demands on 
the Treasury might not be made at the precise 
moment they became duc. It was, indeed, pro- 
bable that the money duc to forcign officers in 
particular might not; but he repeated that it was 
the duty of the Legislature to put the public credit 
beyond the reach of injury ; and that, by the re 
port of the select committee, the authority to bor- 
row was only to exist in the case of necessity. 

Mr. Gines said, the Chairman of the select com- 
mittee had made a fair and comprehensive state- 
ment of the conduct of the committee, as far as he 
had gone; there were, however, some facts which 
he had omitted, that he thought should be commu- 
nicated. Ie said that in the course of the com- 
mittee’s investigation, it had appeared that the 
contract contemplated by the act for incorporating 
the Bank, had been dated cither in June or July. 
It had, however, been agreed that it should have 
a retrospective effect, so as to interest the United 
States in the Bank from the commencement of its 
operations. Le thought it also his duty to state 
to the committee, though not in opposition to the 
report, that it had been made a question whether 
the payment of the instalments due to the Bank 
from the United States should be considered as 
falling duc at the time of the commencement of 
its operations, or at the time of executing the con- 
tract. That this question had been referred to the 
Attorney General, who had given an opinion in 
favor of the latter period. ‘That the Secretary, 
notwithstanding, had, in opposition to this opinion, 
made the first payment in December, very near 
the time when the Bank commenced its opera- 
tions, instead of June or July when the contract 


was executed. Mr. G. said he merely stated these 
facts, believing the committee should be acquainted 
with them. 

Mr. Sepewicx said, the facts mentioned by the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gitxs] had ap- 
peared during the investigation of the committee, 
and were truly stated. That he himself should 
have mentioned them, had he supposed they could 
have any influence in determining the question 
under consideration. That, when this question 
was decided, he would bring forward a motion by 
which the House should be officially possessed of 
a knowledge of those facts. At present, he would 
only observe to the committee, that it was truc the 
contract between the Secretary and the Bank, in 
pursuance of the legal provision, was executed 
in June or July; that it was, by the contract, 
agreed that it should have a retrospective opera- 
tion to the time of the commencement of the ne- 
gotiations of the Bank. Jt ought, however, to be 
noticed, that by this means the United States 
were obliged to pay an interest of six per cent. on 
the amount of thcir subscription for the time pre- 
ceding the date of the contract, but they were for 
the same time interested in the profits of the Bank, 
which, amounting to considerably more than six 
per cent., the difference was a clear balance in 
favor of the public. It was also to be observed 
that, by paying the instalments in December, in- 
stead of June or July, a debt due from the Go- 
vernment, bearing an interest of six per cent., was 
exchanged for one bearing an interest of five per 
cent., so that in both the instances mentioned by the 
gentleman, there was a clear and manifest saving 
to the United States. 

The report of the sclect committee was agreed 
to and adopted by the House, and Mr. SEDGWICK, 
Mr. Gres, and Mr. Dranrorn, were directed to 
report a bill conformably thereto. 

Mr. Sepawrick then moved that the Secretary 
of the Treasury be directed to furnish the House 
with a copy of the contract made in pursuance of 
the eleventh section of the act for incorporating 
the subscribers to the Bank of the United States; 
also, a copy of any opinion which may have heen 
given by the Attorney General, relative to a con- 
struction of the contract; and that he inform the 
House of any provisional measures which may 
have been taken to discharge the second instal- 
ment, due on the said loan, This motion was 
agreed to. 

He next moved that a coinmittee be appointed 
to prepare and report a bilt providing for the 
second instalment, due on a loan made of the 
Bank of the United States. This motion was also 
agreed to, and a committee, consisting of Mr. 
Sepawich, Mr. W. Sumu, and Mr. CapwaLansn, 
accordingly appointed. 


Mowpay, March 3. 


A petition of the merchants, manufacturers of 
iron, and ship-builders, in the city of Philadelphia 
and its vicinity, whose names are thereunto sub- 
scribed, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that so much of the impost laws of the 
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United States as imposes a duty on the importation 
of bar iron, may be repealed. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to Mr. 
Samvet Surro, Mr. Firzsimows, and Mr, Sevewtcs, 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

Mr. Srpewrck, from the committee, presented a 
bill authorizing a loan of one million of dollars ; 
which was twice read, and committed. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom was referred the Message from the PRESI- 
DENT or THE Unirev Srares, of the 7th day of Jan- 
uary last, respecting the appointment of an officer 
for the receiving, safe-keeping, and distributing of 
public supplies, under the direction of the War De- 
partment, be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Thursday next. 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to establish the Post Office and Post 
Roads within the United States; which was twice 
read and committed. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipenr or tie Unrrep States : 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to you an extract from a Letter of Mr. 
Short, relative to our affairs with Spain, and copies of 
two Letters from our Minister at Lisbon, with their en- 
closures, containing intelligence from Algiers; the 
whole of these communications are made in confidence, 
except the passage in Mr. Short’s Letter which respects 


the Spanish convoy. 
G. WASHINGTON, 

Uniten Srares, March 3, 1794. 

The said Message and papers were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

A Report was read from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on sundry petitions which had been re- 
ferred to him. The letter enclosing this Teport 
suggests to the House, whether it would not be 
expedient to place the business of reporting on 
petitions in some other channel, as the pressure of 
his official duties, in addition to the extra business 
of the inquiry into the ‘Treasury Department, will 
not permit him to pay that sersonable and prompt 
attention to these petitions which the parties ox- 
pect, and have just claim to. 

Mr. Senawicr, from the committec appointed, 
presented a bill providing for the payment of the 
second instalment due on a loan made of the Bank 
of the United States; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Ordered, That the resolution agreed to by this 
House on the second of January last, “ for appro- 
priating a sum of money, in addition to the provi- 
sion heretofore made to defray any expense which 
may be incurred in relation to the intercourse be- 
tween the United States and foreign nations,” be 
committed to Mr. Wictram Suara, Mr, Anes, and 
Mr. New, with instruction to prepare and bring in 
a bill or bills pursuant thereto. 

Resowed, That the Presment or THe Unirep 
Srares be requested to cause to be laid before this 
[lonse a statement of the gross sum of money which 
has been advanced by the United States, 


presents to the Creek and Cherokee Indians, since 
the trealy made at New York; also, all expenses 
incurred, and sums of money expended, in making 
the said treaty. 

Ordered, That Mr, Carnes and Mr. Macon be a 
committee to wait on the Present, with the fore- 
going resolution, 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the Message from the Pre- 
SIDENT oF THE Unirep Srares, of the 80th ul- 
timo, enclosing a copy of a Letter from the Go- 
vernor of North Carolina, covering a resolution of 
the Legislature of that State; as also, the peti- 
tions of Thomas Person and others, proprietors of 
lands in the Territory of the United States South 
of the river Ohio, and of the Trustees of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina; and, after some time 
spent therein, the committee rose and reported 
progress. 


Turspay, March 4. 


The House resolved itself into a Committce of 
the Whole House on the bill authorizing a loan of 
one million of dollars; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Commiltee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and made 
no amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to prepare and report to the House an 
estimate of the expense that will be requisite to 
place the principal seaports and harbors of the 
United States in a state of defence; and after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose, and re- 
ported progress, 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


The House resolved itself-into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the resolution sent from the 
Senate, “ proposing an article of amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, respecting the 
Judicial power ;” and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Chairman reported, that the Committee had 
had the said resolution under consideration, and 
made no amendment thereto. 

A motion was then made, and seconded, to 
amend the said proposed article of amendment, at 
the Clerk’s table, by adding to the end thereof, the 
words following, to wit: “ Where such State shall 
have previously made provision in their own Courts, 
whereby such suit may be prosecuted to effect 3” 
and, on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—ycas 8, nays 77, as follows : 

Yras.—John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, Daniel Heister, 
William Hindman, Henry Latimer, Andrew Jichens, 
Thomas Scott, and Silas Talbot. 

Nars.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Shearjashub Bourne, Ben 


jamin Bourne, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, 


Thomas Claiborne. David Cobh, Peleg Coffin, Joshua 
Coit, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson. Ilenry Denr- 


in making | born, George Dent, William Findley, Thomas Vitzsi- 
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mons, Dwight Foster, Ezckiel Gilbert, William B. 
Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, 
Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, William Barry 
Grove, George Hancock, Carter B, Harrison, Juhn 
Heath, Jamea Hillhouse, Samuel Hoiten, John Hunter, 
William Irvine, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, 
Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, 
Francis Malbone, Joseph M'Dowell, Alexander Me- 
bane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Mub- 
lenburg, William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, An- 
thony New, Jobn Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, John 
Page, Josiah Parker, Francia Preston, Robert Ruther- 
ford, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, John 
Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, Israel Smith, Samuel Smith, 
Thomas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, 
Uriah Tracy, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John E. Van Allen, Philip Wan Cortlandt, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Fran- 
cs Walker, John Watts, Benjamin Williams, Paine 
Wingate, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 


The resolution of the Senate, containing the said 
proposed article of amendment, was then read the 
third time, as follows : 


“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the following article be proposed to the Legislatures of 
the several States, as an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, which, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be valid as part 
of the said Constitution, viz. : 

“he Judicial power of the United States shall not 
be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity 
commenced or prosecuted against any of the United 
States by citizens of another State, or by citizens or 
subjects of any foreign State:” 


And on the question that this House doth con- 
cur with the Senate in the said proposed article of 
aruendincnt to the Constitution of the United States, 
it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 81, nays 9, 
as follows: ; 


Yras.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Shearjashub Bourne, Benja- 
min Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, 
Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, 
Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Wil- 
liam Findley, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, William 
B. Giles, Vinee Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Lfenry 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, William 
Barry Grove, Carter B. Ifarrison, John Heath, Daniel 
Ileister, James Hillhouse, Samuel Molten, John Hun- 
ter, William Irvine, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, 
Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, 
Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Francis Malbone, 
Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Mont- 
gomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, William 
Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Jobn Ni- 
cholas, Nathaniel Niles, John Page, Josiah Parker, 
Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, Theodore Sedg- 
wick, John S, Sherburne, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, 
Jsrael Smith, Samuel Smith. William Smith, Thomas 
Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Tra- 
ey, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Yan Gaasheck, 
Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Francis Walker, 
Jobn Watts, Benjamin Wiliams, Paine Wingate, 
Richard Winn, aud Joseph Winston. 


| praying that «an ar, 


Nais—John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, Thomas Fitz- 


simons, George Hancock, Willism Hindman, Andrew 
Pickens, Thomas Scott, Silas ‘Talbot, and Artemas 


Ward. 
ESTIMATE OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
The House again resolved itself into a Committee 


of the Whole Housc on the Report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury of the sums necessary to be appro- 
priated for the service of the year one thousand 


seven hundred and ninety-four; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Chairman reported that the 
committee had again had the said report under 
consideration, and come to a resolution thereupon ; 
which he delivered in at the vlerk’s table, where 
the same was twico read, and agreed to by the 
House, as follows : 

Resolved, That, for the support of the Military 
Establishment of the United States, for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and nincty-four, there 
be appropriated a sum of money, not exceeding one 
million four hundred and fifty seven thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-six dollars and one cent; that 
is to say: 

For the pay of the Legion of the 


United States ~ - - $808,684 00 


For subsistence - - - 312,567 75 
For forage - - - 31,6382 00 
For clothing - - - 112,000 00 
For equipinents for the cavalry - 7,8314 05 
For horses for the cavalry - 16,000 00 
For bounty - - - 5,000 00 
For the Hospital Department -~ 20,000 00 
For the Ordnance Department - 6,715 32 


For repairs and articles directed 
to be made and purchased by 
the Presipent oF THE UNITED 


States - - - 202,783 34 
For defensive protection of the . 
frontiers - - - 130,000 00 


For the Indian Department - 50,000 00 
For the Quartermaster’s Depart- 

ment - - - ; 150,000 00 
For contingencies of the War De- 

partment - - 5 30,000 00 


And for Invalid Pensions - 80,239 55 


$1,457,936 01 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Boup- 
nov, Mr. Trempun., and Mr. Guntesri, do preparo 
and bring in the same. 


Wepxrspay, March 6. 

An engrossed bill authorizing a loan of one mil- 
lion of dollars was read the third time. 

Resvlved, ‘That the said bill do pass, and that the 
title be, “ An act authorizing a loan of one million 
of dollars.” 

A petition of the manufacturers of hats, in the 
towns of Free ricksburg, and Falmouth in the 
State of Virginia, whose names are thereunto sub- 
seribed, was presented fo the House and read, 
A:lional duty may he imposed 
upon the importation of hats from foreign coan- 
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tries; and that such duties may be laid on the ex- 
portation of beaver and other furs from the United 
States, as shall be sufficient to encourage and pro- 
tect domestic manufactures. Also, the several 
petitions of the manufacturers of hats in the States 
of New York, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, to the 
Same effect. : 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to 
Mr. Warts, Mr. Corr, Mr. Hinpmax, Mr. Dex- 
TER, Mr. Gries, Mr. Darron, and Mr. Paar; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Mr. DEARBORN, from the committee appointed 
to report on the expediency of establishing a light- 
house on the island ‘of Seguin, at the mouth of the 
river Kennebeck, in the District of Maine, made a 
report; which was read: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it is expedient for the United 


States to establish a light-house on the island of 


Seguin, near the entrance of the river Kennebeck, 
in the District of Maine. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr, Dear 
Bors, Mr. Bexsamın Bocrye, and Mr. Tracy, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Prrzsimons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to provide a naval armament ; 
which was read twice and committed, 


FORTIFICATIONS. 


The House went into a Committee of the Whole 
on the report relative to placing the ports and har- 
bors of the United States in a posture of defence— 
Mr. Boupinor in the Chair, 

The report was read. 1tstates that the following 
ports and harbors ought to be pnt in a state of de- 
fence, to wit: Portland, in Maine; Portsmouth, in 
New Hampshire; Cape Ann, Salem, Marblehead, 
Boston, in Massachusetts ; Newport, Rhode Island, 
New London, Connecticut; New York; Phila- 
delphia ; Baltimore ; Norfolk; Wilmington, North 
Carolina; QOcracock Inlet, Charleston, South 
Caroliua; Savannah, Georgia. The fortifica- 
tions to be of a nature to defend the several 
ports and harbors against surprise by naval arma- 
ments; that the several places to be fortified be 
gnrtisongd by troops in the pay of the United 

tates, 


From the estimates it appears that the sums ne- 
cessary to erect the fortifications 
amount to z - - 

That two hundred cannon will be 
necessary, which, with their car- 
riages, &c., amount tọ - - 


76,058. 25 


96,645 00 


$172,608 25 


The annual expenses of tho troops necessary to 
garrison the several fortifications, including pay, 
subsistence, &c., $90,349 25. 

The committee state that, in their opinion, the 
security of the United States renders it necessary 
to provide the cannon, whether the fortifications 
should be erected or not. The report goes on to 


state the expense which would probably be incurred 
at the several places mentioned; the aggregate of 
which is as above stated. 

Mr. Fitzsiuoxs, who was on the select commit- 
tee, observed that it must appear to the Committee 
of the Whole, that the report was substantially a 
Tecommendatory measure, the carrying of which 
into execution must eventually depend on various 
circumstances ; all that Congress can do, he added, 
was to vote a sum of money; and leave the cxe- 
cution of the plan to the discretion of the Pres- 
DENT oF THE Unirep Srares, to be completed in 
such manner as he may find expedient. The Com- 
mittee went through the report; some alterations 
were made by increasing the number of places to 
be fortified, and diminishing the number of cannon 
in others, so that the aggregate of the expense re- 
mains the same. 

Mr. Frrzstuoxs then moved sundry resolutions 
for carrying the report into effect ; these were 
severally put and agreed to; as follows: 

“Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be authorized to cause such of the ports and 
harbors of the United States to be put into a state 
of defence, as he may judge necessary, and that a 
sum, not exceeding dollars, be provided for 
that purpose. 

“ Resolved, That provision ought to be made for 
procuring oue hundred cannon of thirty-six pound- 
ers, and one hundred of twenty-four pounders, 
wilh carriages and implements for the same. 

“Thal carriages and implements for one hundred 
and fifty cannon, with five hundred and sixty 
tons of cannon shot, ought to be procured, and 
that a sum not exceeding —— be provided for the 
purpose aforesaid. 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be authorized to employ such part of the 
troops, on the Military Establishment of the United 
States, as he may judge Necessary, in any of the 
fortifications which may be erected for the de- 
fence of any of the ports or harbors of the United 
States.” 

The Committce then rose, and the Chairman 
reported the amendments and resolutions to the 
House. 

The amendments were to insert Penobscot, Ma- 
chias, Newburyport, Annapolis, and Georgetown, 
South Carolina, as places to be fortified; the 
several amendments and resolutions were adopted 
by the House. And it was 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Firz- 
stmons, Mr. Goopuue, Mr. Jeremian Wapsworrn, 
Mr. Forrest, Mr. Marrone, Mr. Boupryor, Mr. 
Parxer, Mr. Macon, Mr. Wins, Mr. Guuman, Mr. 
Watts, Mr. Orn, Mr. Barowis, Mr. Isnaru Surrn, 
Mr. Larner, and Mr. Darton, do prepare and 
bring in the same, 
| The following Message was received from the 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 
The Secretary of State having reported to me upon 
the several complaints which have been lodged in his 
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office against the vexations and spoliations on our com- 
Merce since the commencement of the European war, 
I transmit to you a copy of his statement, together with 


the documents upon which it is founded. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep States, March 5, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to be referred to Mr. Samuet Smitu, Mr. 
Nicnouas, Mr. Sep¢wick, Mr. Bensamin Bourne, 
and Mr. Hetsrex; that they do examine the matter 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 

Mr. Frrzstmoys, from the committes to whom 
was referred so much of the Speech of the Pre- 
SIDENT OF tHE UNITED STATES as respects arms 
aud military stores, magazines and arsenals, made a 
report; which was read, and ordered to be com- 
miued to a Committee of the Whole House on 
Friday next. 

Mr. Wituiam Satu, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a Dill making further provision 
for the expenses attending the intercourse of the 
United States with forciga nations; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. SWIFT, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Josiah Witter, made a re- 
port; whieh was read: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct- 
ed to make a report of the cases of all claimants 
to be placed on the pension list of the United 
States, who have obtained certificates from the 
Circuit Courts, signed as Commissioners, or from 
the District Judge of the Court of Maine, for the 
purpose that Congress may place on the pension 
list those claimants whose cases come clearly within 
the description of law. 

Mr. Hitxuoust, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to authorize Wphrain Kimberly to 
Jocate the land warrant issued to him for services in 
the late American army ; which was read twice and 
committed. 


Trrurspay, March 6. 

A petition of John Jordan and Thomas Knight, 
of the city of Philadelphia, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that they may receive the 
proportion of prize money due to them as marines 
on board the Continental ship Bon Homme Richard, 
under the command of Captain John Paul Jones, 
during the late war. i fe 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Secretary of War, with instructions to examine 
the same, and report his opinion thereupon to the 
House. 

A memorial of sundry merchants of the town of 
Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, whose names 
are thereunto subscribed was presented to the 
House and read, praying that a Naval force may be 
provided adeqnate to the protection of the com- 
merce of the United States against the Algerine 
corsairs. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
tho Committee of the Whole House to whom is 
committed the bill to provide a Naval armament. 

A petition of Bradley and Mix, of New Haven, 


3p Con.—16 


in the State of Connecticut, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that an additional duty 
may be laid on the importation of metal buttons 
from foreign countries, or such encouragement 
given to the manufacture of the said article within 
the United States as to the wisdom of Congress 
shall seem meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Watts, Mr. Corr, Mr. Hinpmax, Mr. DEXTER, 
Mr. Gies, Mr. Davros, and Mr, Pace; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Mr. Bountnot, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Military Establishment of the United 
States for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four; which was read twice and com- 
mitted, 

Mr, Wictram Sarrn, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill transferring, for a limited 
time, the jurisdiction of suits and offences from the 
District to the Circuit Court of New Hampshice, 
and assigning certain duties in respeet to Tuvalid 
Pensions, to the Attorney of the said District ; 
which was read twice and committed. 

The [louse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill providing for de- 
stroying certificates of certain descriptions, and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the ssid bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. SAMUEL Smita, from the committee appoin- 
ted, presented a bill allowing Lieutenant Colonel 
Tousard an equivalent for his pension for life; 
which was read twice and committed. 

The House resolved itself into n Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill making further pro- 
vision for the expenses attending the intercourse 
of the United States with foreign nations; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made an amendment 
thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk's 
table. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendment, 
do lie on the table. 

Mr. Warts, from the committee to whom wag 
referred the petition of Stephen Paranque, made a 
report; which was read: Whereupon, 

Resolved, ‘That the said Stephen Paranque be 
permitted to unlade his cargo in the port of New 
York, on giving bond and security for the duties 
thereof to the Collector of the said port of New 
York, on the usual credit of six, nine, and twelve 
months, to be computed from the time of un- 
loading. 

Ordered, That a bill be brought in, pursuant to 
the said resolution, and that Mr. Warts, Mr. 
Heata, and Mr. Carnes, do prepare and bring in 
the same. 

The House again resolved itsclf into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
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committee appointed to prepare and report such 
Standing Rules and Orders of proceeding as may 
be proper to be observed in this House; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committce rose and 
Teported progress. - 


SLAVE TRADE. 


The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the bill to prohibit the carrying on the slave 
trade from the ports of the United States—Mr. 
Bovuninot in the Chair. 

The two first sections of the bill were agreed 
to, with one alteration moved by Mr. TRUMBULL, 
which was to give the District Court as well as the 
Circuit Courts cognizance of the offence. 

The third section, which relates to the penalty, 
&c., it was moved should be struck out. This 
motion was negatived. Jt was then moved to in- 
sert the word joreiyn before “ship or vessel ;” 
which was agreed to. 

The Comuittee proceeded through the bill, 
which was reported to the House with sundry 
amendments; these were agreed to by the House, 
and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


Fripay, March 7. 


An engrossed bill to prohibit the earrying on 
the slave trade from the United States to any 
foreign place or country, was rend the third time, 
and passed. 

An engrossed bill providing for destroyed cer- 
tifieates of certain descriptions, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act making appropriations for the support of Go- 
yernment for the year 1794,” with several amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this Houso. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have appointed a commiltee on 
their part, jointly, with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of this Tlouse, to cou- 
sider aud report what business is necessary to be 
done by Congress in the present session, and what 
part of the business now depending may be, with- 
out great inconvenience, postponed uutil the next 
session, that the proceedings may be so regulated 
as to close this session by the first Monday in Apri 
next, ` 


NAVAL ARMAMENT. 


The House thon went into Committee of the 
Whole, on the bill to provide a Naval armament— 
Mr. Boupmor in the Chair. 

In the first section Mr. S. Suita moved to strike 
out 20 guns, and to insert 36; which makes the 
force proposed, four ships of 44 guns, and two of 
36 guns each. The Committee proceeded through 
the several sections of the bill, and made sundry 
amendments in respect to officers, rations, &e. 

Mr. B. Bourne observed, that the force con- 
templated would afford no protection to the com- 


merce of the United States, for the present season 
as it would require several months to build and 
equip the ships. He therefore moved to add another 
section, the object of which was to authorize the 
PRESIDENT oF THE Unirep States to provide a 
temporary protection, until the ships proposed by 
the bill shall be ready, 

Mr. Frrzsmoxs said, the bill did not restrict the 
Presipest to ships to be built; he may use his 
discretion in procuring the requisile force. 

The motion, after some debate, was negatived. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time on 
Monday next. 


Monpay, March 10. 


The memorials of sundry merchants, mariners, 
tradesmen, and other citizens of the county of 
Norfolk, and the towns of Norfolk and Portsmouth, 
in the State of Virginia, whose names are there- 
unto subseribed, were presented to the House and 
read, respectively praying that a law may pass 
imposing further restrictions and higher duties on 
the importation of articles of the growth or manu- 
facture of such foreign Kingdoms or countries as 
have not entered into a Commercial Treaty with 
the United States, 

Ordered, That the said memorials be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, on the Report 
of the Secretary of State on the privileves and re- 
slrictions on the commerce of the United States in 
foreigu countries. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying a state- 
ment of the gross sum of money which was ex- 
pended in the year 1790, in making the Treaty 
with the Creek Indians at New York; and, also, 
of the amount of presents made to the Creek and 
Cherokee Nations, since the said Treaty, pursu- 
ant to the resolution of this IJouse of the 3d in- 
stant; which were read,and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act making appropriations for the support of 
Government, for the year 1794: and the same 
being read, were agreed to. 

Mr. Frrzsimons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to provide for the defence of certain 
ports and harbors in the Uniled States; which was 
read twice, and committed. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the Senate of the 7th instant, for the appoint. 
ment of a Joint Committee of the two Houses io 
consider and report what business is necessary to 
be done by Congress in the present session, and 
what part of the business now depending may be, 
without great inconvenience, postponed until the 
next session, that the proceedings may be so regu- 
lated as to close this session by the first Monday in 
April next. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to tho said 
resolution, and that Mr. Mantson, Mr. Murray, and 
Mr. Krrrera, be appointed a committee on the part 
of this House. 
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NATIONAL DEFENCE. 


Mr. Sepewick this day gave notice, that on Wed- 
nesday next he should submit to the consideration 
of the Legislature certain resolutions, the object of 
which would be the means of defence required by 
our present situation, and the funds which might be 
required to defray the expense. This notice” was 
introduced by Mr. S. with the followiug previous 
observations : 

He said he had heretofore done himself the 
honor to declare to the House, that, in his opinion, 
it was the duty of the Legislature, as the guardi- 
ans of the public safety, at a time when Europe 
was convulsed, and this country suffering many 
injuries, to provide for its defence, and, as events 
might happen, to avenge its injuries. 
preservatiun of peace, an object so necessary to 
our political and individual happiness, might ma- 


terially depend on the wisdom and firmness of 
That he had hoped 
and expected some plan for these important pur- 
poses would, before this time, have been presented 
to Congress; that, in his opinion, it would be un- 


the Legislature in this respect. 


pardonable to leave our country in this naked and 


exposed situation, during the approaching recess; 
that it ought no longer to remain uncertain whe- 
ther the property and best interests of our citizens 
were to remain in a situation to be insulted and 
IIe snid he should forbear 


injured with impunity. 
to give even the outlines of the system which his 
own mind had embraced, because he should al- 
ways be willing to prefer any other more compe- 
tent to the end, His only object at present was, to 
eall the reflections of gentlemen to this important 
subject. 
NAVAL ARMAMENT. 


The engrossed bill providing a naval armament 
for tho protection of the commerce of the United 
States, was read a third time. A motion was made 
to recommit it toa Committee of the Whole [Iouse. 
This motion was principally supported on the 
ground of the Select Committee having deviated 
from the report of the Committee of the Whole ; 
which report connected the ways and means of 
Acfraying the expense of the armament with the 
details of the armament, whereas the bill contains 
no such estimate. It was further observed, that 
no injury could result from a short delay, equal 
to what would be the consequence of sanctioning 
aneh a flagrant deviation on the part of the Select 
Committee from the established rules of the [Touse: 
that it was quite a new thing to hurry a business 
of such magnitude through the House. 

The motion to recommit the bill was negatived. 

In opposition to the motion, if was ironically 
observed, that as the carrying trade and the trade 
to the Mediterranean were of so trifling import- 
ance, it was really surprising that the business of 
providing a protection for the commerce of this 
country, exposed at this moment to the depreda- 
tion of the Algerines, should be hurried with so 
much impetuosity throngh the House! Three 
months have already elapsed, the greater part of 
which this subject has been under consideration ; 
to steer clear, therefore, of impetuosity in con- 


That the 


ducting the business, three months more ought to 
be suffered to pass before anything is done. 

With respect to the conduct of the Select Com- 
mittee, it was said that, in the first discussion of the 
subject, the report was objected to on account of 
the ways and means being connected with it ; to re- 
move this objection, the bill was reported in the 
form before the House. 

The motion being put for recommitting, it passed 
in the negative, 48 to 41. 

The House then proceeded to fill up the blanks. 
In the course of filling up the blanks, the oppo- 
sition to the bill was revived on old aud new 
grounds. The first were on account of its incom- 
petency to the object, considering the resources of 
the Algerines and the superior policy of having 
recourse to negotiation, and purchase of a peace ; 
the new ground was derived from recent confi- 
dential communications, from which it was inferred, 
that the eligibility of the mode of procuring a peace 
by purchase was greatly strengthened. From this 
view of the subject a transition was made to the 
subject of navies generally, in which the bad con- 
sequences connected with their establishment were 
depicted in animated terms. 

The blanks were all filled ;.and on the question 
Shall the bill pass ? 

Mr. Gres observed, that, from the sense of the 
House several times manifested upon this subject, 
there remained no doubt but that the bill would pass. 
In that event, he most earnestly hoped that the suc- 
cess of the measure would, at least, equal the expec- 
tations of its advocates. Indeed, he hoped that their 
expectations would be disappointed and exceeded ; 
for it did not seem to him that even they were 
very positive as to its full competency to the end 
proposed. He even wished that every ship could 
be furnished with the cap of Fortunatus and the 
shield of Hereules; for he was persuaded that, in 
the present state of things, some magical influence 
would be found essential to enable them to cffeet 
their undertaking. He observed, that, at present, 
the wisdom or folly of the proposed measure was 
mere malter of opinion; but the passage of the 
bill will furnish futurity with a complete experiment 
of its true character, 

He intended to offer his reasons against the 
passage of the bill, not with a hope of making 
proselytes, but as a testimony of the real motives 
which influenced his opposition. With this view, 
he should only mention some of the general im- 
pressions produced on his mind by this subject, 
without fatiguing the House with minute exem- 
plifications of them. 

The subject had presented itself to him in two 
points of view—Ist, as affording a protection to 
our commerce against the Algerine depredations į 
2d, as the foundation of a permanent naval estab- 
lishment. 

He could not help premising that, in the course 
of discussion, the advocates of the bill had cen- 
sured its opponents with a want of disposition for 
the protection of commerce, whilst they claimed 
a monopoly of all good intention towards this ob-` 
ject. He did not mean to derogate from the good 
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intention of the favorers of the bill, but he believed 
its opponents possessed as pure a zeal for the pro- 
tection and due encouragement of commerce as its 
advocates, It is noi a question whether commerce 
is, or is not, to be protected; but whether the plan 
proposed be the most effectual and the least excep- 
tionable that ean be devised for that purpose? 
The difference of opinion does not consist in the 
end to be produced, but in the means proposed to 
effect the end, 

The first objection he should make to the bill 
would be, the obvious inadequacy of the means 
contemplated to effect the end proposed by them. 
The object proposed is an effectual resistance, not 
only to the whole present naval force of Algiers, 
but to their whole naval ability. The bill con- 
tains, in itself, essentially a declaration of war. 
Our calculations, therefore, should be extended to 
the utmost limit of the naval ability of the hostile 
nation. The means to bo employed consist of 
four frigates of forty-four guns each and two ships 
of thirty-six guns each, To decide with proprie- 
ty upon the objection, this forco should be com- 
pared with the naval ability of Algiers. He did 
not mean to go into a minute history of Algiers. 
He should only observe, in general, that it was n 
populous aomi that it had furnished at one 
time oue hundred thousand fighting men: that ita 
power at this day was as grent ns at any preceding 
period; that they were a warlike people, accus- 
tomed to naval enterprises and desperate in naval 
engagements; that, for some time past, thoy had 
been subsidized for peace by almost every Buro- 
pean nation. He could not help concluding, from 
these circumstances, that the naval ability of the 
nation either was or might, without any uncom- 
mon exertions, be rendered superior to four forty- 
four gun frigutes and two thirty-six gun ships, the 
force contemplated by the bill, and, if the conclu- 
sious wore just, the bill is unwise. 

Jn the course of tho debate, it has been replied 
to the argument of the ability of the nation, de- 
duced from the number of mon it has brought 
into the field, that the uaval armament was not 
intonded to attack the invincible militia of Algiors. 
This ia true, but it is vo refatation of the argu- 
ment, The fact oxhibits the ability of the nation 
upon land, and tha inference from it has been, 
that, if Algiers can exert such an ability upon 
land, by changing the direation of her ability, sho 
would certainly furnish a forco at sex greatly su- 

erior to the armament proposed. The history of 
hee former naval exertions would also justify this 
conclusion, Providing this armament would na- 
turally turo the attention of Algiers to the in- 
erense of her nava) strength; and he doubted the 
policy of measures which would produce that ef- 
fect, without the United States were determined 
to enter into a competition for naval power with 
the natious of Europo, Naval exertions have 
beon carried to such excess that there is scarcely 
any thing which furnishes more scope for com- 
parison. Several nations, possessing a much 
‘greater naval strength than is contemplated by 
this bill, he believed, were at war with Algiers at 
this moment, yet her corsairs swim iu the ocean, 


regardless of their enemy, and hardly reeollecting 
that they are in a state of war. He thought it un- 
safe to calculate upon any peculiar invincibility in 
the armament now proposed, and, without such a 
quality, although he hoped their efficacy, yet he 
feared their inefficacy. 

He should fear the result, if the contest, in other 
respects, were to be upon equal terms. But that 
will not he the case. The armament will meet 
with peculiar embarrassment from the expected 
scene of action. They are to act three thousand 
miles from home, without the guarantee or even 
the prospect of a friendly port; they are to eon- 
tinue the whole year upon their station, und to be 
subject to attack whenever the enemy may think 
proper; they will also be continually exposed to a 
tempestuous ocean. Under these circumstances 
they must act upon the most disadvantageous 
terms, which will Jessen extremely their prospect 
of success. The advocates of the bill have ad- 
mitted the necessity of finding some friendly ports 
in the Mediterranean seas, and several have been 
mentioned—Carthagena, Gibraltar, &e.—but their 
hopes appeared to him to be wholly climerical. 

He did not know how far it might be proper to 
have reference to confidential communications to 
Presont this part of the subject in its true light. 
He thought, however, he might be permitted to 
mention, in general, that it has been officially com- 
munigated to the House that the trace with Al- 
giers, which has produced the injury Lo our com- 
merco, against which the present remedy is di- 
rected, is part of the system of the combination 
against Prange. The mildest apology from Great 
Britain for her interposition has been to enable 
Portugal to act more ollicaciously in the common 
cause of despots. Other effects, equally import- 
ant to that end, will result, and no doubt were 
taken into the estimate. They all may resolve 
themselves into the embarrassments produced to 
our commerce, ‘This information cannot be ques- 
tioned. Uf, then, the Algerine truce be part of the 
system of the combination against France, is it 
probable that the Combined Powers will afford 
thoir ports for the protection of an armament in- 
tended to interrupt and destroy that part of the 
system? May it not rather be inferred that they 
will send thetr aid to their allies, the Alverines, 
to destroy the force sent against them? Have 
we hopes against this natural and obviouy conse- 
quence from the good dispositions of the Com- 
bined Powers towards us? Have we any hopes 
from their inability to effect tho object? Tor his 
part, he thought it was in vain to hope for a con- 
trary result. Irom these reflections, occurs an- 
other obvious objection to the measure—ita direet 
tendency to war. Upon another oceasion, it hag 
been said, that Great Britain particularly js irri- 
table towards us, and all measures ought to be 
avoided which might tend to inerease the ierita- 
bility, It really has become a question for this 
House, for all America, to determine, and par- 
ticularly the lovers of peace, whether a naval 
armament calculated to resist part of the system 
of the combination against France, and destined 
to act in the very scene of war, or imposing high- 
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er duties upon some articles of imports, and mak- 
ing an act for the regulation of our own navigation, 
possess the greatest tendency to war? 

For his part, if the proposed armament should 
be provided, he had but one consolation against 
this palpable effect of it. But that consolation fur- 
nished the strongest argument against the mea- 
sure. The trees are now growing out of which the 
frigates are to be built. A considerable time must, 
of course, elapse before these trees can be put into 
the shape of frigates. From the present agitation 
and fluctuation of European affairs, great changes 
before that time may be effected, and the necessary 
delay in equipping the armament will be the only 
chance of avoiding a war by means of the measures. 
Tf the frigates were now afloat, and engaged in the 
expedition against Algiers, he should view the 
United States in a state of actual hostility against 
the whole combined Powers But the necessary 
delay, which may furnish the only security against 
war, as a result of the measure, proves the folly of 
an expensive armament, which, before it can be 
provided, the fluctuation of European affairs may 
render wholly unnecessary. 

Another objection to the measure consists of 
the certainty and enormity of the expense, with a 
total uncertainty of its efficacy; whereas, the plan 
of purchasing a peace regards economy, if its effi 
cacy should be doubted. In this case, if the ob- 
ject be not effected, the money will not be ex- 
pended. It is but a bad character of a measure, 
to say it iy neither certain in its object, nor eco- 
nomical in its arrangement; yet these are the 
most striking traits in the present bill. When this 
measure was first brought into view, it was thought 
necessary that an estimate should accompany it. 
This estimate, he knew not for what reason, was 
kept out of view. It was, nevertheless, an esti- 
mate, and must again make its appearance in the 
House. He expected, too, that it would appear 
in a more formidable shape than when it was first 
introduced. The pay of the seamen, the most im- 
portant item in the estimate, had varicd its shape 
materially. It is now calculated at double the 
estimate first made, and he apprehended that the 
same fate would attend other parts of the estimate, 
He admitted that the sum mentioned in the bill 
did not positively fix the wages of the seamen, but 
was intended as a limit to the Presrpent’s dis- 
erection, He was inclined to think, however, from 
the nature of the service, that the whole sum 
would be found necessary; for all the other per- 
quisites which the seamen will expect must consist 
of toil and danger. 

He observed, that the intelligence lately re- 
ceived, in his opinion, served to confirm all those 
objections, although he supposed it had affected 
the minds of other gentlemen very differently ; be- 
cause he had observed more votes in favor of the 
bill since the receipt of the intelligence than before 
that period. The intelligence being communicated 
in confidence, he supposed it would be improper to 
particularize those parts of it which affected his 
opinion. He should, therefore, only remark, in 
general, that the intelligence had led his mind to 
these two conclusions : 
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ist, That the force to be provided is absolutely 
inadequate to the object. 

2d. That, by proper management, a due atten- 
tion to time and opportunity, a peace may be ef- 
fected by money. 

In either case, the naval armament would be 
rendered unnecessary, and the expense ought not 
to be incurred. 

Mr. G. proceeded to consider the bill as the 
foundation of a permanent naval establishment. 
He said there was a clause in the bill authorizing 
the Presinent to suspend all proceedings in the 
equipment of the armament, in case of a peace 
with Algiers, which gave him some consolation; 
but it did not altogether relieve his apprehensions 
from this operation of the measure, because he 
knew that a permanent naval establishment was 
a favorite policy with some gentlemen, and be- 
cause the argument had been urged in favor of 
the present bill. í 

He observed that a permanent naval establish- 
ment could be recommended to the United States 
but from one or both of the following considera- 
tions: Either upon the principle of entering into a 
competition for naval power with the Powers of 
Europe; or as affording security to the collection 
of our own revenue. . 

He thought the question of a permanent naval 
establishment was one of the most important which 
could be presented to the consideration of the 
House, and that the most serious consequences 
were necessarily connected with it. In the first 
place, he viewed the establishment of a navy as a 
complete dereliction of the policy of discharging 
the principal of the public debt. History does not 
afford an instance of a nation which continued to 
increase their navy and decreased their debt at 
the same time. It is an operation exceeding the 
ability of any nation. The naval competition of 
the Powers in Europe has produced oppression to 
their subjects and ruin to themselves, The ruin 
of the French Monarchy, he believed, might be as- 
cribed very much to that cause, A navy is the 
most expensive of all means of defence, and the 
tyranny of Governments consists in the expensive- 
ness of their machinery. The expensiveness of 
the French Monarchy ia the true cause of its de- 
struction. The navy of France furnished the 
principal item of that expense. The navy pro- 
duced expense, the expense exceeded the revenue, 
new contributions became necessary, the people 
saw the tyranny, and destroyed the tyrant, The 
same effect, by the same policy, will probably be 
produced in great Great Britain. The Govern- 
ment is not yet destroyed, but the people are op- 
pressed, liberty is banished. The extensivencss 
of the Government is the true ground of the op- 
pression of the people. The King, the Nobility, 
the Priesthood, the Army, and, above all, the 
Navy. 

All this machinery lessens the number of the 
productive and increases the number of unproduc- 
tive hands of the nation in Great Britain, The 
operation has been extended so far that the poor 
rates alone probably afforded a greater tax per 
capita than the whole taxes paid in the United 
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States. He was astonished, with these fatal ex- curred, therefore, will exceed the sccurity afford- 
amples before our eyes, that there should be any | ed, and of course ought not to be incurred. 
gentlemen who would wish to enter into this Upon the whole, if these considerations were 
fashionable system of politics. He said the Uni- | not sufficient to induce the House to negative the 
ted States had already progressed full far enough | bill, he conceived the impressions produced upon 
‘into this system ; for, exclusively of the ordinary | his own mind by them would furnish a justifica- 
expense of the Civil List, a debt had been funded | tion for his opposition. He said, if the bill should 
upon principles of duration. An Army had been pass, he should, however, find a consolation in a 
raised, at an immense expense, and now there was | consciousness of his own fallibility, and a respect 
a proposition for a Navy. le observed that, for | for the opinions of the majority who advocated 
several years past, the appropriatious for the sup- | it; but, impressed as he was with the subject, he 
port of tho Military Establishment had excceded | felt it a duty, as far as he could, to give a veto to 
a million of dollars per annum—from one million | the measure, 
to onc million and a half annually. He believed} Mr. W. Smrra remarked, that though it was not 
that, if the expense had Leen foreseen, there would probable any prosclytes were to be expected at 
have been more active efforts to have avoided it. | this late period of the business, and after so ample 
It was a policy, at this day, very generally con- |a discussion as the question had received in its 
demned ; yet we are now to exhibit a counterpart | different stages, yet he considered it necessary to 
of this policy upon the ocean, with this aggrava- | make a reply to some of the various objections 
tion: that it will ‘commence with greater certain | which had just been made to the passing of the 
expense, and with a more uncertain object. ‘The | bill, Many of those objections appeared to him 
system of governing by debts he conceived the totally inapplicable to the subject, which he should 
most refined system of tyranny. It seems to have pass over in silence. If it were the design of the 
been a contrivinc: devised by politicians to suc- | louse to incur a vast expense in the establish- 
ceod the old system of feudal tenures, Both sys-| ment of a Navy, merely for the idle purposes of 
tems were tyrannical, but the objects of their ty- | vain parade, there would be force in some of the 
ranny were difforent. The system of feuds ope- | objections; but, as this was not the case, and as 
rated upon the person of the individual—the sys- | the measure was a measure not of choice, but of 
tem of debts operates upon the pockets of the indi- necessity, extorted by the pressure of unavoidable 
vidual. In the feudal system, the tenant often events, he did not fecl their force in any respect, 
received some indulgence and lenity from the | The question was, simply whether our commerce 
martial generosity whieh generally characterized required protection against the Algcrine corsairs, 
the Lord. The Lord was gratified with the ac- | and whether this was the best mode of protection. 
knowledgment of the tenant that he was a slave, | The first part of the question was admitted on all 
and the rendition of a pepper-corn as an evidence | sides. For himself, he had always considered the 
of it. The product of the tenant's labor was left | second equally clear. But in the course of the 
for his own support. The system of debts affords discussion, various difficulties had been started 
no such indulgences, Its true policy is to devise against the mode of protection, and various sub- 
objects of expense, and to draw the greatest pos- | stitutes had been proposed, as offering a remedy 
sible sum from the people in the least visible mode. | more prompt, more effectual, and less expensive. 
It boasts not of economising in calls upon the peo- | He would first consider the proposed substitutes 
ple for contributions. Tt boasts not of economizing | for a naval armament, and then answer the ob- 
in the objects of expenditure. Tt consults the obe- jections to it. The substitutes were: Ist. To pur- 
dicence, and not the happiness of the people. There | chase a pence of the Algerincs, 2d. To depend 
ig no devico which facilitates tho system of ex- | on Portugal breaking her truce with Algiers, and 
pense and debts so much as a Navy. And he de- shutting up their cruisers within the Straits, 3d 
clared, from that consideration, ho should value | To pass commercial regulations against Great 
his liberty at a lower price than he now did, if the | Britain. 4th. To subsidize other nations to pro- 
policy of a permanent Naval Establishment should | tect our commerce. 
obtain in the United States. To these several substitutes, he night, ina few 
He saw another strong objection to.the estab- | words, object that the first was impracticable, the 
lishment of a Navy. He deemed it a hostage to its | second precarious, the third inoperative, and the 
full valuo for our good behaviour to the grent naval | fourth dishonorable. But he would, more in de- 
Powers, until it should bo able to contend with tail, evince their futility by a few observations: 
them for the ocean. It will increaso rather than] Ist. With respect to the purchase of a peace. 
lessen our dependence upon them. The late communications must satisfy every one 
With respect to the other considerations, their | who had attonded to thein, that all hope on that 
ulility in affording an additional security for the | score must be abandoned, unless there was a ma- 
collection of the revenue, he should make but one | nifestntion of some force on the part of this coun- 
observation. When revenue is laid, the expense | try, which might give effect to pacific negotia- 
of the machinery employed in the collection is | tions. As long as our vessels were so easy and so 
the primary consideration. These vessels may, | tempting a prey to the cupidity of those rovers, it 
therefore, be considered as aquatic sheriffs, but of | would be vain to expect that they would sell a 
the most expensive order. They will be an ad- peace for any thing like the price which the Go- 
ditional cost of at least twenty per centum upon | vernment would be Willing to give, or that a peace, 
the whole revenue collected. ‘The expense in-! even if effected, would be of any duration. If the 
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Exccutive formerly experienced such difficulties 
when the Algerines had captured only one or two 
of our vessels, and their cruisers were confined to 
the Mediterranean by the Portuguese squadron, 
how much less prospect was there of success after 
they had captured a considerable number of our 
ships, were likely to capture many more, and were 
at liberty to cruise in the Atlantic, even to our very 
coasts? And that little prospect of success would 
be diminished, when the Dey of Algiers should un- 
derstand that we took no measures to protect our 
trade, and were afraid of the expense of a small ar- 
mament. Even should a peace be purchased, the 
temptation ta break it would be so great, that we 
ought not to expect it would be long observed. 
But if the Dey knew that we had some naval | 
strength, and were resolved to protect our trade, he 
would find his account not only in making peace 
with us, but in maintaining it. 

2d. To rely on the chance of Portugal breaking 
her truce, was putting our commerce and the 
liberty of our seamen on a very precarious footing 
indeed. It was impossible to say how long Portu- 
gal might continue at peace with Algiers; and it 
had been remarked, that the truce had been ac- 
complished by the intervention of the British and 
Spanish Courts, without the knowledge or assent 
ef Portugal; but Mr. S. was persuaded the latter 
part of this allegation was without foundation. 
Portugal must have consented to it, and it was 
therefore probable she would maintain peace with 
Algiers as long as the policy of the British Court, 
with whom she was clearly connected, should dic- 
tate. 

3d. It was proposed to put a stop to the depre- 
dations of the Algerines by certain commercial 
restrictions aimed at Great Britain. Admitting, 
for a moment, the ultimate efficacy of these re- 
strictions, which, like a panacea, were to cure all 
our ills, the remedy must be very remote. These 
regulations could not pass into a Jaw till the close 
of the session, allowing a moderate time for their 
discussion in both Houses. A distant period must 
then be assigned for their operation, in order not 
to create too sudden and violent a disturbance to 
the course of trade, and to allow a reasonable time 
to merchants to make their arrangements. A cer- 
tain time must, then, elapse betore their effect 
would be felt by Great Britain, and a still further 
time before it could be felt, by a kind of re-action, 
by Algiers. In the interim, the Algerincs would 
seize our vessels, and carry hundreds of our fellow- 
citizens into captivity. 

Ath. The last substitute was, to subsidize other 
nations. Besides the national dishonor of de- 
pending upon others for that protection which was 
in our own power, Mr. S. said there were several 
objections to this project. Either the nations in 
contemplation were at Peace with the Regency of 
Algiers, or they were not: if the former, it was | 
not to be expected that they would relinquish | 
that peace for any indemnification the United 
States could make them. If they were at war, 
they had sufficient inducement to check the de- 
predations of their encmies without our subsidies. 
In addition to these objections, such a protection 


would be hazardous, as it would be at any time in 
the power of the nation we should employ, when 
engaged thereto by any Power envious of our pros- 
perity, to conclude a truce with Algiers, and leave 
us at the mercy of her corsairs. 

Having a navy of our own we might co-operate 
to advantage with any of the Powers at present at 
war with the Algerines, but it would be risking too 
much to depend altogether on any of them. 

Mr. S. next reviewed the principal objections to 
the bill. These were, he said, Ist. That the 
force contemplated was incompetent. 2d. That 
sending an armed force on the occan would be the 
means of involving us in a war with some of the 
maritime Powers. 8d. That we had no friendly 
ports in Europe, which our frigates could resort to 
for supplies or refitment. 4th. That the expense 
would exceed the object to be protected. 5th. 
That our trade would be deprived of the sea- 
men required to man the frigates. 6th. That it 
was now so late in the season we could not pro- 
tect our vessels the ensuing Summer, and that 
some favorable events might occur before the fri- 
gates could be equipped, which would render them 
unnecessary. ‘th. That this was the beginning of 
a Naval Establishment, which would hereafter in- 
volve this country in immense debts and maritime 
wars. 

1st. To the first objection, Mr. S. replied that he 
was surprised those gentlemen who deemed the 
number of frigates madequate to the object, 
had never proposed to increase the quantum of 
force; though this objection had been re-echoed 
by several gentlemen, none of them had thonght 
proper to move an augmentation of the strength. 
The only motion of that nature had proceeded 
from a quarter which had been always friendly to 
the measure. From the documents on the table, 
and from the diligent inquiries of a large commit- 
tee, the force contemplated by the bill did, howev- 
er, appear inadequate, The number and strength 
of the Algerine corsairs had been pretty nearly as- 
certained ; il had been stated, from good authority, 
that these vessels were slight, and that they did not 
cruise in fleets, but scattered, for the purpose of 
plunder. It also appeared that a smaller force than 
ours had been successfully employed by Portugal 
in blocking up the Straits. 

2d. The second objection arose from the danger 
of being involved ina war. Tt had been said that 
some of the maritime Powers, whose interest 
it was that our commerce should suffer from these 
piratical depredations, would sec with displeasure 
our armed vessels on the occan, and would insult 
them; and that our officers would resent such in- 
sults, and thus draw us into a war. If there were 
any nation so anxious to go to war with us, as this 
objection supposes, they would be at no loss 
for pretexts without this, Lf, while we were 
exercising so just, lawful, and necessary a right as 
that of using the only means in our power of pro- 
tecting our commerce from ruin, and our fellow- 
citizens from a most dreadful captivity, any nation 
should wickedly and wantonly interfere, and mo- 
lest our frigates, it would show such a disposition 
to quarrel with us, and be such an act of hostility, 
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as would justify war on our part. Whatever na- 
tion it might be; he should view such an aggres- 
sion asthe effect of a predetermined hostility, and 
should not hesitate a moment to consider them as 
much our enemies as the Algerines themselves. 
But this armament would furnish so little pretence 
for any danger of this kind, that he viewed all such 
terrors as chimerical. Indeed, it was somewhat 
Strange, that these apprehensions should have been 
suggested by gentlemen who considered: commer- 
cial restrictions particularly directed at Great Bri- 
tain as of a most pacific tendency. If irritating 
measures, pointedly directed at Great Britain, were 
not likely to excite a hostile spirit in her, much less 
was it to be expected that measures of unavoidable 
necessity against the Algerine pirates, would excite 
that spirit. 

3d. It had been clearly shown that there were 
many convenient friendly ports to which our ves- 
sels of war should have access. Spain, Portugal, 
and France, have been mentioned. It was not pro- 
bable we should be at war with all those Powers 
at the same time. Being at peace with them all, 
we had aright to expect a friendly admission into 
their ports, A state of war would undoubtedly 
present many difficulties, but even in that event, 
By proposa measure did not appear less indispen- 
Sabie. 

4th. Tho expense had been strongly urged as a 
weighty objection. Mr. S. observed, that the sav- 
ing in insurance, tho value of our ships and car- 
goes, thy ransom of our captive seamen, was more 
than an offset against this item. But was not the 
slavery of our fellow-citizens, the national dis- 
grace resulting from it, to be taken into the ac- 
count?: These were, in his mind, considerations 
beyond all calculation. Who could, after reading 
the affecting narratives of Captain Penrose and 
the other unfortunates, sit down contented with 
cold calculations and dry syllogisms? Theso nar- 
ratives ought to excite every possiblo exertion, not 
only to procure the release of the captured, but to 

revont an increase of the number of these un- 
happy victims. This could only bo effected by 
the proposed measure; it was the only practicable 
mode of obtaining a peace, which would insure tho 
release of the captives, and of preventing the cap- 
ture of others. Were the cxpenso, therefore, dou- 
ble the sum proposed, he, for ono, would not hesi- 
tate to vote for it, 

Bth. It had been alleged that depriving our mer- 
chant vessels of the seamen requisite to man the 
frigates, would bo a serious injury to our trade. No 
farther answer was necessary to this objection, than 
barely to remark, that the injury was not to be put 
in competition with the loss of seamen by slavery 
in Algiors, or by desertion from merchant ships, so 
unprotected and exposed. 

6th. The lateness of the season had furnished 
another objection. Mr. S. asked whose fault it 
was, that this measure had not been adopted soon- 
er? The members whose opinions coincided with 
his, and himself had urged the necessity of it near 
three months ago, but tho persevering opposition 
it had encountered, and the intervention and dis- 
cussion of the commercial regulations had pro- 


tracted it to the present period. Late as itis, how- 
ever, it is still necessary, and the best expedient 
which has been suggested. The very circumstance 
of preparation for naval defence, would facilitate our 
negotiation for peace, and would encourage our sea- 
men to remain in our service. He wished it always 
to be understood, that he did not rely solely on the 
efficacy of this armament. He still Jooked forward 
to a negotiation, and was ready to provide the most 
ample means for that purpose; but he was at the 
same time satisfied that the first measure must ac- 
company the latter, as the one would be nugatory 
without the other, 

7th. The dangers resulting from a large Navy 
Establishment, and the immense debts they have 
created in other countries, had been depieted, and 
the House had been warned against such evils. 
How a bill providing six frigates, which were to 
exist only during the war with Algiers, could ex- 
cite an apprehension of a large and permanent navy, 
and an enormous debt, Mr. S. said he was at a loss 
to discover. The clause which authorized the 
Presinenr, in the event of a peace with the Regen- 
cy of Algiers, to discontinue the armament, was a 
complete answer to all the reasoning which had 
been indulged on the subject of navies and debts. 
Admitting there had been no such clauso, he 
did not feel the weight or applicability of the rea- 
soning. 

This country is peculiarly fitted for a navy: 
abounding in all kinds of naval resources, we have 
within ourselves those means which other mari- 
time nations were obliged to obtain from abroad. 
The nature of our situation, and the navigating dis- 
position of a considerable proportion of our citizens, 
evince still more the propriety of some Naval Es- 
tablishment. Perhaps the country is not yet 
mature for such an establishment, to any great ex- 
tent; but he believed the period was not fur dis- 
tant, when it would. Sweden, with a population 
not greater than that of the United States, and 
with more slender resources, maintained a large 
navy. IIe saw no reason why the United States, 
with an increasing population, much individual 
wealth, and considerable national resources, might 
not, without ruin, do as much, or why the equip- 
ment of a squadron, inferior to that of any of the 
petty nations of Italy, should involve us in an in- 
supportable expense. 

Having replied to the principal objections against 
the bill, Mr. S. said, though he did not suppose 
that any arguments of that day would change a 
single vote, yet, as a formal and lengthy opposi- 
tion had been made, he wished to show that he 
did not rely upon a majority, and that he would 
never give his assent to a measure which did not, 
in his opinion, rest on the basis of good policy and 
propriety. He viewed this measure as resting on 
that basis; he trusted it would produce the good 
effects which its friends anticipated, and that, as 
he was confident it would be supported by a ma- 
jority of that House, he had littl doubt that it 
would be sanctioned by the approbation of their 
constituents; but that, even were he persuaded it 
would be attended with some of the mischiefs 
which its opponents had predicted, he should still 
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deem himself warranted in supporting it as a thing 
irresistibly and loudly called for by the urgency of 
existing circumstances. 

Mr. GiıLrs, in reply to Mr. W. Sırta, remarked, 
that, having just presented the outlines of his opin- 
jon upon this subject to the House, he intend- 
ed not to have troubled the House with any fur- 
ther observations; but the gentleman last up had 
thrown au imputation upon the humanity of the 
opposers of the bill, which required an answer. 
The gentleman has triumphantly asked, “ Who 
can read the representations of the unfortunate 
captives at Algiers, without giving their assent to 
the bill?” This question is answered by another: 
Who can read the representations of the unfortu- 
nate captives at Algiers, and give an assent to 
the bill? The bill contains essentially a declara- 
tion of war. The means it provides, are for re- 
sistance, not for conquest. The gentleman calls 
upon our humanity to amelioriate the condition of 
the captives, by a declaration of war against a 
barbarian, without furnishing any means which 
could operate upon his personal fears; or, perhaps, 
the gentleman conceives that, after the frigates 
shall have performed wonders upon the water, 
they would leave the clement, boldly march upon 
the land, and break the chains of the prisoners. 
This is assigning a new office to the frigates, and 
if Mr. G. thought they possessed the ability to ex- 
a it, he would give his hearty assent to the 

ill. 

But might it not, with more reason and proba- 
bility, be concluded, that a declaration of war, un- 
der such circumstances, would irritate the barba- 
rians and furnish additional misery to the unfor- 
tunate prisoners? In the expedient of purchasing 
a peace, which is the substitute he relied upon, the 
redemption of the captives will almost necessarily 
constitute a part of the negotiation. Mr. G. said, 
the gentleman, on this subject, appeared to have 
forgotten the whole connexion between cause and 
effect, and to have disdained all comparison of the 
means to the end. He believed, if ever there was 
a measure involving great political consequences, 
which owed its existence to passion, without one 
effort of calculation, as far, at least, as it related to 
its ostensible object, it was the measure contcm- 
plated by the bill now before the House. 


The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and it was resolved in the affirmative— 
yeas 50, nays 39, as follows: 


Yeras.—Messrs, Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Elias 
Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lam- 
bert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua 
Coit, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
Nicholas Gilman, IIenry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, 
James Gordon, Samuel Griffin, George Hancock, James 
Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel Holten, Jobu 
Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, 
William Lyman, Francis Malboue, Peter Muhlenberg, 
William Vans Murray, Josiah Parker, Thomas Scott, 
Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, Silas 
Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg 


Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadaworth, Artemas Ward 
John Watts, and Richard Winn, 

Nays.—Messrs. Theodore Bailey, Abraham Bald- 
win, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Chris- 
tie, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, Williain Findley, 
William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Christopher Greenup, 
William Barry Grove, Carter B, Harrison, John Heath, 
Daniel Heister, John Honter, William Irvine, Matthew 
Locke, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Juhu Nicho- 
las, Nathaniel Niles, John Page, Francis Preston, John 
Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, Benja- 
min Williams, Paine Wingate, and Joseph Winston. 


Resolved, That the title of the said bill be, “An 
act to provide a naval armament.” 

Mr. Wira Smita, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill making certain alterations 
in the act for establishing the Judicial Courts, and 
altering the time of holding certain Courts; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. Warts, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill for the relief of Stephen Paranque; 
which was read twice, and committed. 


Turspay, March 11. 


A memorial of Leighton Wood, junior, Joseph 
Stretch, and Joshua Dawson, in behalf of them- 
selves and other clerks in the Treasury Depart- 
ment, was presented to the House and read, pray- 
ing that they may receive such compensation, in 
addition to the salaries allowed them by law, as 
may be deemed equitable and proper, to reim- 
burge the extraordinary expenses they incurred in 
the discharge of their official duties during the late 
calamity in the city of Philadelphia, where they 
remained at the great personal hazard of themselves 
and families, ; 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Tracy, Mr. Monrcomery, and Mr. WiL- 
tiams; that they do examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with thcir opinion thereupon, 
to the House. : 

Mr. Dearsorn, from the committce appointed, 
presented a Dill for erecting a light-house on the 
Island of Seguin, in the District of Mainc; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a Dill, entitled “ An 
act to ercct a light-house on the head-land of Cape 
Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Ocracock Island, 
in the State of North Carolina;” to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. The said 
bill was read twice, and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Iouse on the bill to provide for the 
defence of certain ports and harbors in the United 
States; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had haa 
the said bill under consideration, and made several 
amendments thereto; which were severally twice 
read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 
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Mr. Manson, from the committee to whom 


situations, to accommodate the Southern States; and 
were referred the petitions of the clerks in seve- | that the arsenals and magazines at Springfield, in Mas- 
ral of the Executive Departments of Government, ! sachusetts, and Carlisle, in Pennsylvania, be repaired ; 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to lie | and ae a arok Terns aning thousand dol- 
on the table. ars be provi eu d . 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- Resa ved, . rhat a aional armory be sine and 
ment reported by the Committee of the Whole | ¢ biel aah a an S te Welter etree i, SP- 
House ba Thursday last, to the bill making fur- Daten thé emne That so many persons may, from 
ther provision for the expenses attending the inter- | time ta time, be employed thercin, as the Secretary for 
course of the United States with foreign nations; | the Department of War may judge necessary , and that 
and, the same being twice read, was, on the ques- | a sum not exceeding twenty-two thousand eight hun- 
tion put thereupon, agreed to by the House, dred and sixty five dollars be provided for detraying 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 


the expense thereof. 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- Resolved, That a sum not exceeding one hundred 
morrow. and forty-three thousand six hundred and forty dollars, 
be provided, for the purpose of purchasing an addition- 


al quantity of arms and ammunition. 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr, Firz- 
simons, Mr. Goopnur, Mr. Jerrvrau WADSWORTH, 
Mr. Forrest, Mr. Ma.uonz, Mr. Bovupinor, Mr. 
Parker, Mr. Macoy, Mr. Wains, Mr. Gumay, Mr. 
Warrs, Mr. Oxr, Mr. BALDWIN, Mr. ISRAEL Saito, 
Mr. Latiurr, and Mr. Dayton, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

A Message was reccived from the Presinenr 
or tre Usirep Srares, with translations of two 
Letters from the Commissioners of His Catholic 
Majesty to the Secretary of State and of their en- 
closures, 

The Message and papers were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 


Wepnespay, March 12. 


An engrossed bill to provide for the defence of 
certain ports and harbors in the United States, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill making further provision for 
the expenses attending the intercourse of the Unit- 
ed States with forcign nations, was read the third 
time and passed. 

A message from tho Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have comc to a resolution, “ That 
the Paesiment or tar Unien States be re- 
quested to transmit to the Executives of the seve- 
ral States, copies of the article of amendment 
proposed by Congress to be added to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, respecting the Judicial 
power ;" to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lution, and, the same being read, was agreed to. 

The House resolved itself into a Committeo of 
the Whole House, on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Military Establishment 
of the United States, for the year 1794; ond, after 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had had the said bill under con- 
sideration, and made an amendment thereto; which 
was twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow, : 

Mr. Sauver Sirrn, from the committee appointed 
to consider and report on tho propriety of remit- 
ting the duty on imported bar iron, in certain cases, 
maide a report; which was read, and ordered to be 
committed to a Committco of the Whole House on 
Monday next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred so much of the Speech of | tled to pay only for the time they shall actually attend 
the Present or ron Unrrep Srares as respects | on the days of training and exercise, hereafter men- 
arms and military stores, magazines, and arsenals ; | tioned. 


NATIONAL DEFENCE, 


Mr. Sepawier, after some prefatory remarks, 
offered the following resolutions : 


Resolved, That there be raised, armed, and equipped, 
fifteen regiments of auxiliary troops, to consist of one 
thousand men, rank and file, each, with the proper 
Officers. 

Resolved, That the commissioned officers thereof be 
appointed as other officers of the United States, and 
that the non-commissioned officers and privates be en- 
listed for the term of two years; and, with this condi- 
tion, that if war should break out within that time 
between the United States and any foreign European 
Power, they shall be bound to serve for the term of 
three years, after the commencement of the war, if the 
same shall so long continue. 

Ttesolved, That, in case of such war, the officers of 
the said regiments shall be entitled to the like pay and 
subsistence, and to equal rank and command, with the 
officers of the present Military Establishment of the 
United States; but, except in such case, shall be enti- 


and, after some timo spent therein, the Chairman rei Aisit „ench non-commissioned eae and 
reported that the Committee had had the said re- | Private shall, "y virtue of his enlistment, be entitled to 
port under consideration, and como to several reso- | 2 bounty, consisting of a suit of clothes Lagat pens of 
inti th ae ? h nies seral 4 7 the value of twelve dollars, and shall also be entitled to 
argos thereupon; which were severally twice p compensation of half a dollar per day, for each day 
read, amended, and agreed to by the House, as } he shall assemble for the purpose of training or exer- 
follow: cising; which, except in case of war with some foreign 

Resolved, That the President of the United States | European Power, shall not exceed twenty four days in 
be authorized to direct two arsenals and magazines, 


one year; and, in that ease, each non commissioned. 
with the necessary buildings, to be erected in proper ! officer and private shall be entitled to the same pay and 
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rations, anıl shall be subject to the same rules and re- 
gulations as the other troops of the United States. 

Resolved, That the said regiments shall be furnished 
with arms and accoutrements at the expense of the 
United States, to be returned at the expiration of their 
term of service. 

Resolved, That revenues by taxes or duties, compe- 
tent to the purpose of defrayıng the expense of raising 
and paying the said troops, be provided. 

Resolved, That, within two years and six months 
after the time which shall be prescribed by law for be- 
ginning to enlist the said troops, if no war shall in the 
mean time break out with any foreign European Power, 
the regiments aforesaid shall be abolished and cease. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
authorized, if in his judgment the safety or welfare of 
the United States shall require it, to lay an embargo, 
generally or particularly, upon ships in the ports or har 
bors of the United States, for a term not exceeding. at 
any one time, forty days ; and also to prohibit, for a like 
term, generally or particularly, the exportation of com- 
modities from the United States ; and such embargo or 
prohibition to continue, from time to time, until the ex- 
piration of fourteen days after the commencement of 
the session of Congress next ensuing the present. 


Mr. Sepewick remarked, that his object was the 
preservation of peace; but as peace may nol always 
be in our power, it may be necessary to prepare 
for the contrary event, war; and, in this event, 
something like the measure he proposed would, he 
believed, be found necessary. His resolutions con- 
template giving a bounty of twelve dollars per 
annum, in a suit of clothes, to cach private and 
non-commissioned officer. This, he believed, would 
be found suflicient encouragement to enlist, and 
half a dollar to each on the days of muster he 
thought also sufficient. This might, indeed, at first 
view, be thought high pay, but not so if it is con- 
sidered that the mustering would be an inconve- 
nient interruption in the ordinary labor of the men, 
which should be compensated for. There might, 
at first sight, be thought to be an inconsistency in 
his resolutions, which he would, to prevent mis- 
apprehension, explain. In one part of them the 
men are said to be enlisted for two years, and then 
again it is expressed, that two years and six months 
after their enlistment the regiments are to be dis- 
banded: the six months are considered as neces- 
sary for collecting the force, and two years their 
term of service; which is not too long, consider- 
ing the situation of Europe. This force, organized 
in the manner proposed, will always be prepared 
to present a firm countenance in any point of our 
territory on which an attack may be made. He 
belicved, however, that the experience of Great 
Britain, during the late war, would prevent them 
from making any attempts on our territory; he 
believed it not in the power of any nation to con- 
quer America, or to dismember it, and possess 
themselves of any section of it. 

There is another object, besides defence, to 
which the force coutemplated would be equal. 
The European Power to which the resolutions 
point, now entertains hopes of conquest in the 
West Indies, as an indemnification for the expen- 
ses of the war in which they are engaged. At all 
times, their Colonial possessions in this country, 


now the Independent United States, were dear to 
them, and would be doubly dear as the means of 
supporting their profitable Dominions in the West 
Indies. He hoped that the thirst for conquest 
would never direct the Councils of America; but, 
if we are unfortunately to be driven to the car- 
nage of war, it will be necessary to wonnd our 
enemy where he is most vulnerable. The reso- 
lutions would, he hoped, undergo a temperate dis- 
cussion. When possessed of the force contem- 
plated, the adjacent rich Dominions of the nation, 
whose policy injures us, can easily be struck, and 
the wound will certainly be severely felt. This 
impending blow will render that Power cautious; 
they will reficct on the danger of rousing the re- 
sentment of a country so capable of retaliating 
with vigor. These were the objects he had in 
view by his resolutions. Objections to them would 
arise; the jealousy which Republicans bear to 
standing armics might be mentioned with some 
weight; a militia would be pointed at as the surest 
defence. They certainly are so, to a certain cx- 
tent; the opinion of their efficacy operated to so 
great a length before our Revolution, that it per- 
haps in a degree injured us: bub experience is the 
surest guide. A militia must be abandoned as a 
means of retaliation. The terms of embodying 
militia are so short, that by the time they have 
become a competent and effective force they must 
be disbanded, and then nothing but force can de- 
tain them in the field, and the country is left na- 
ked and unprotected. Besides, their wages, of 
necessity, are greater in time of war than those of 
regular troops, and the want of discipline occa- 
sions them to commit a great waste on the pro- 
perty of their fellow-citizens, besides a waste of 
public property. As long as we depend on a mi- 
litia alone for repelling foreign injury short of a 
direct attack on our territory, European nations 
will not consider us as able to retaliate, and assert 
our rights. But the scheme proposed will make 
us more formidable. And as, unless necessity 
compels, these troops may remain in the bosom 
of society, and scattered throughout the country, 
it is impossible that they should be formidable to 
the liberties of the people; it is impossible that 
they should have feelings different from those of 
the community. 

One more observation he would make. When 
he considered the subject in his own mind, two 
desiderata appeared to him necessary to be united ; 
the organization of an active force with as much 
speed as possible, and affording protection with 
the least possible expense. Tt might not be im- 
proper to state, as far as he was able, the probable 
amount of the expense of the proposed establish- 
ment: he had made a little calculation. The regi- 
ment is to consist of 1,000 privates: this number is 
purposely large, that the expense of officers might 
be less; one sergeant major, and fifty sergeants, to 
each regiment, would make the whole number of 
non-commissioned officers and privates 1,051 men, 
These, at twelve dollars for the suit of clothes per 
annum, would make the expense in this article 
$12,612 ; and the twenty-four muster days, at half 
a dollar a day, an equal sum, in all $25,224; which, 
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mulliplicd by 15, the number of regiments, gives, holding supplies necessary to them in the prosecu- 


a total of $378,440. He had not accurately ascer- 
tained the amount of the officers’ pay, but believed 
it would be $14,820; making in the whole $393,260 
per annum; the whole expense of the proposed 
auxiliary or provisional troops. Ie called them 
auxiliary, in reference to the 5,000 regulars which 
now belong to the Military Establishment of the 
Uniled States, with which we should be able to 
bring 20,000 men into the field, a number ‘com- 
petent to any purpose for which they would be 
wanted. 

The resolutions contemplate, as a probable con- 
tingency, the propriety of laying an embargo on 
American vessels, and prohibiting the exportation 
of the produce of the United States, If such an 
embargo shall be necessary, the operation can be 
better performed by the Presipent than by the 
Legislature. In a body as numerous as the Le- 
gislature, it is impossible to keep a secret for any 
length of time, and the delays which the neces- 
sary forms require, would be such, that the effect 
of the measure would be lost before finally adopted ; 
for every ship, and all the produce which possibly 
could, would immediately be put out of the reach 
of Government, 

The reasons on which this idea of an embargo 
are founded, are, that Great Britain cannot supply 
her West Indies except from the United States, 
Yf this is in any degree true in peaceable times, 
how much more powerfully must it operate now 
they have a considerable military force there to 
feed? Tn truth, without supplies from this conn- 
try, they must inevitably abandon a project—with 
them a favorite one—the conquest of the French 
West Indies. In this situation of affairs, he be- 
lieved it would be found proper to put into the 
hands of the Presmenr a power to lay this em- 
bargo, and in a inoment to prevent all supplies 
going to tho West Indies. On grent occasions, 
confidence must be roposed in the Executive; and 
the universal confidence in tho present head of 
that Department, would prevent all fears of its 
being abused in his hands. When we are onco in 
tho situation contemplated by the resolutions of- 
fered, and if we aro then obliged to oxert the 
means in our power for our defence, (but he hoped 
we should not be impelled to this disagrocable ne- 
cessity,) we can speak a manly languago to any 
one who may attempt to injure or insult us. Ho 
was persuaded, that if a country does not respect 
itsolf, it will not be respected by other nations; 
that if a nation is not vigilant in guarding their 
rights; they soon will have no rights to guard; if 
they receive insults and injuries with impunity, 
they will suffer injuries and insults without end. 
This is not thé time for feeble measures, A manly 
conduct ought to be pursued—a conduct worthy of 
our brave and honorable constituents; they 
have atrengih bravely to assert, and resources to 
vindicate thcir rights. He did not wish the Go- 
vernment to hold any language to intimidate: we 
should tell the belligerent Powers that we can 
make reasonable allowances for a state of war, 
but are not to be imposed on. Such firm language, 
backed by our means of forcing respect, by with- 


tion of a darling object, and by an active force ready 
to strike in a vulnerable quarter, must be heard, 
and have its due weight. 

He next turned his attention to the source from 
which funds may be drawn for the exccution of 
the plan proposed, and expressed a firm reliance 
on the patriotism of the people of America, who, 
he believed, would cheerfully submit and con- 
tribute in any manner which Congress might 


judge proper, in support of their rights, and to 


vindicate their national honor. Ie adverted to 
some observations which fell a few days since 
from Mr. Lre, which he said did honor to that 
gentleman; but he could not agree with him in 
thinking that a land tax was immediately neces- 
sary. He believed it as yet unnecessary to touch 
that great resource; and, if it is unneccssar , it is 
not expedicnt. If it must be recurred to, however, 
he believed the people had virtue and patriotism 
enough to submit without murmuring. 

He concluded by observing, that the nation of 
whose treatment we have a right to complain, 
viewing our resources, will reflect seriously on 
the consequence of imposing any further injuries, 
and for their own interest’s sake, will pursue a dif- 
ferent line of conduct, which will permit us to con- 
tinue in a state of tranquility and friendly inter- 
course with them. 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 


Tuurspay, March 18. 

An engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
support of tho Military Establishment of the United 
States, for the year ono thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four, was read the third time and 
passed, 

Ordered, That a committco be appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of fixing buoys on cer- 
tain rocks lying off the harbor of New London, in 
the State of Connecticut, and Providence river, in 
the State of Rhode Island; and that Mr. Corr, 
Mr. Bexsamin Bourne, and Mr. Cosg, be the said 
committee. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Wholo House on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of State on the privileges and restrictions on 
the commerce of the United States in foreign coun- 
tries; and, after some timo spent therein, the Com- 
Mitteo rose and reported progress. 

A messago from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passod a bill entitled " An 
act in addition to the act for the punishment of cer- 
tain crimes against the United States,” to which 
they desire the concurrence of the House. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to provide for the erecting and re- 
pairing of arsenals and magazines, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice and committed. , 


Fruway, March 14. 
The bill, sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
in addition to the act for the punishment of certain 
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crimes against the United States,” was read twice 
and committed. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 


that the Senate have passed a Dill, entitled “ An 
act allowing to Major General Lafayette his pay 
and emoluments while in the service of the United 


States ;” to which they desire the concurrence of 


this House. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittce of the Whole House on the report of the 
Secretary of State on the privileges and restric- 
tious on the commerce of the United States in 
foreign countrics. 


Mr. HarTtLEY said: I am excecdingly sorry that 


this resolution has been pressed upon us at this 
time, as I hold it would be improper now to adopt 
it. If we have a war, which is highly probable, 
the trade will be cut off between these States and 
Great Britain, and no regulations will be neecssa 
ry. Iam sure no one will say that this resolution, 
in case of a war, would be an useful or necessary 
ingredient for our defence. The aggressions have 
been, so far, totally on the part of Great Britain. 
Asa nation, we muy bave a right to pass the re- 
solution ; but as its consequences are uncertain, 
and as this may be considered us an act tending to 
meet Great Britain in hostility, [ am not for pass- 
ing it at present. ‘The enormities of the British 
lately, upon the high seas, in scizing the vessels 
and cilizens of America, amount to piracy aud rob- 
bery, and are against the law of nations. ‘They 
would justify an immediate declaration of war. 
Prudeuce may, however, forbid it for the moment. 
We should go on with our preparations for war, 
and fall upon effectual measures for our protection. 
These ought to draw our attention. There is still 
a possibility of preserving peace. We should ad- 
here to a neutrality until war is inevitable. Let 
the causes of the war arise from Great Britain. 
Let us do no act which will throw an imputation 
upon us. If the aggressions on the part of Great 
Britain should be continued, or satisfaction not be 
made for the pass, we may be necessarily involved 
in war, and we ought to be thinking on the most 
effectual means to carry it on. 

The French Republic expresses herself friendly 
to the United States. We should not be backward 
in making return for any of her good offices to- 
wards us, provided our acts do not infringe the 
principles of neutrality. I believe it to be the de- 
sire of this country to preserve the neutrality ; 
and, so far as L can learn, even the French Repub- 
lic do not wish us to be involved in war. 

We have been insulted and injured by Great 
Britain in almost every part of the globe. Gene- 
roux minds would be willing to forget former in- 
juries, but the late conduct of that nation will 
force us to hate her. T still wonld wish to avoid 
a war: but if we are forced into one, and should 
be unanimous, Great Britain may find us in a bet- 
ter situation than she at present imagines. To the 
Eastward there is an armed militia of 170,000 
men; and, in general, throughout the States, men 
will be found to act against a common enemy. 


Nay, if we are unanimous, from our situation, we 
have little to fear from European combinations. 

This resolution, if passed by a small majority, 
would show a division in this country ; whereas, 
in measures at this time, we ought to be as unani- 
mous as possible. There is no necessity for the re- 
solution. My vote, by some, may be considered as 
unpopular; but I shall do my duty, and am well 
convinced that my immediate constituents will 
approve of my conduct. i 

Mr. SMITI, of S. C., next arose. He had felt 
as keenly the injuries which Great Britain had in- 
flicted on us, as any one on the floor of Congress, 
but had hitherto been silent, as the public mind, 
both in and out of doors, was sufficiently inflamed, 
and required rather to be allayed than further irri- 
tated. When the Committee were last on the sub- 
ject of these resolutions, the country was in a very 
different situation from what it is now; the com- 
mercial rclation of the two nations did not call for 
them; he then and still hold the opinion, that 
commercial and political grievances should not be 
confounded. On that occasion, therefore, he had 
avoided adverting to the political conduct of the 
British; he considered only their conduct in a 
commercial point of view, and, in this light, judged 
the propositions by no means advisable. As opera- 
tive on our commercial intercourse with that 
country in time of peace, they will only be an in- 
jury to ourselves, and will affect materially those 
States where manufactures have not made an 
great progress, aud who have the more bulky arti- 
cles for exports. This was their opinion of their 
tendency when they were first brought forward, 
and it had not changed since. Viewing the sub- 
ject in a political point of light, the resolutions are 
by no means sufficiently energetic; both as a peace 
measure or a war measure, they are equally im- 
proper. 

When the resolutions were first before the Com- 
mittee, he had entertained hopes that negotiations 
with Great Britain, or the events of the European 
war, would have worked some change in the po- 
litical conduct of that country, which would ena- 
ble us to preserve a strict Neutra and avert the 
horrors of war from our peaceful shores. War is 
a great evil. ‘The people, from one end of the Con- 
tinent to the other, show that they prize neutral- 
ity, and the unanimous approbation of the pacific 
measures adopted by the PRESIDENT, show that 
peace is the wish of the Representatives of the 
nation. As long, therefore, as a gleam of hope 
existed of our being able, by means of negotiation, 
to keep up a good understanding with Great Bri- 
tain, so long he was opposed to every measure 
which might tend to interrupt the tranquility. 
But he was sorry to find, that far from receiving 
the expected satisfaction, aggressions have been 
heaped on us with tenfold aggravation. We should, 
then, reflect on measures proper to guard us against 
them. The resolutions before the Committee are 
not calculated, he conccived, to produce this effect ; 
other mnch more efficient means can certainly be 
devised. The Legislature should turn their atten- 
tion to measures of greater energy: they should 
attend to the immediate defence of the seacoast, 
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the organization of troops, and the means of pro- 
curing revenue to nerve the sinews of war. At 
present, our commerce yields almost all the revc- 
nue that flows into our public coffers. If that 
commerce is interrupted by a war, we should de- 
vise a substitute. A land tax or stamps must be 
recurred to—a revenue from some souree other 
than commerce must be secured. It was his wish 
to forbear entering into any measures that had a 
hostile appearance until the country is placed in 
a state of defence, and the means of revenue are 
so organized as to put us out of dangor. 

When the subject of the resolutions were first 
before the House, he forbore making any mention 
of the detention of our posts, the depredations on 
our commerce in the European seas, and the pira- 
cies of the Algerines, because negotiations were 
then pending of which he hoped a favorable issue, 
but he owned he was disappointed in his expecta- 
tions. With respect, however, to the Algerincs, 
though the annoyance we suffer from that quar- 
ter is an cffect of the unfriendly disposition of the 
British towards us, yet their conduct in that can- 
not be construed into dircct hostility; and we 
should, therefore, content ourselves with protect- 
ing our commerce aguinst those pirates by a naval 
armament, or purchase a peace. The resolutions 
before the Committee, considering the critical 
state of affairs, are not only too inefficient, but too 
tardy in their operation. They cannot be intend- 
ed to operate on this Spring’s importation, nor, in- 
deed, upon the importations of the Fall; for, before 
this time, orders are given, and they cannot be 
meant to operate so carly, because they would 
have an ex post facto tendency. They are, then, 
to operate upon the importations this time twelve- 
month. So feeble and remote an operation cannot 
answer any good purpose. Why proceed in regu- 
lating our commerce, when the ‘commerce is to be 
saved from annihilation He was sorry the House 
did not think proper to go first into the question of 
anembargo. No doubt this was a question of pri- 
mary importance; but he belicved it would not 
produce that shock to the commercial interest that 
some gentlemen feared; as the question was not 
to lay an ombargo, but to empower the PRESI- 
DENT to adopt such a measure when he thought 
the exigency of affairs required it. 

Mr. 8. took a view of the operation of the reso- 
lutions as manufactures are concerned, and en- 
deavored to show that cither we—cspecially the 
Southern States—must do without many articles 
of necessity, that wo are accustomed to receive 
from Great Britain, or pay an exorbitantly increas- 
ed price for them. IIe wished to know what rate 
of increase on the present duties was contemplated 
by the friends of the resolutions; and whether it 
was intended to increase the duties laid the other 
day, when on the subject of ways and means, on 
certain articles, still higher? ‘I'he mover of these 
propositions, he observed, when he first brought 
them forward, openly declared that he did not 
wish the duties very high at first, but to raise them 
gradually. He was desirous of knowing whether 
the gentleman was of the same mind still, or 
whether he now contemplated prohibitory duties ? 


Some gentlemen thought they had discovered an 
inconsistency in the arguments of those opposed 
to the resolutions, because they maintained that 
they might accelerate war, and at the same time 
are not sufficiently energetic. The observations 
he belioved just. ‘The resolutions will have an 
irritating, and therefore hostile tendency, and yet 
they are perfectly impotent in cffect in case of 
hostility. We have reason to contemplate a state 
of war; we should therefore cxert all our means 
to prepare for such a state. We should fortify our 
harbors, raise a revenuc, organize troops, and put 
ourselves in complete readiness, yet at the same 
time we should not hold irritating language. Tet 
us hold out that we wish peace as long as peace 
can be preserved, and when war is unavoidable, 
not meet the event unprepared. Te hoped the 
resolution would he negatived, as a measure inef- 
ficient in the present critical situation of affairs, 
and only tending to irritate unnecessarily. 

Mr. GILES conceived that gentlemen built their 
opinions on an idea, that if we adopt this resolu 
tion it is to prevent other measures from being 
taken. ‘These resolutions he considered as power- 
fal auxiliaries to any other measure which it might 
be thought prudent to pursue. He proceeded to 
point out that the resolutions contemplated must 
have a uscful tendency in the event of a war. If 
a war takes placc, a termination to it must be ex- 
pected; then this system will form the best ground 
of negotiation. Great Britain, in a negotiation for 
peace, would certainly be willing to give an equi- 
valent for any relaxation of the regulations meant 
to be established by the resolutions. Iu this single 
point of view, they undoubledly are a very import- 
ant engine. The Executive is, by the Constitu- 
tion, empowered to make treaties; but the Legis- 
lature should put the nation in the best possible 
state to negotiate them on advantageous terms. If 
we are to have war, the resolutions can, at any 
rate, do no harm, and at its termination, must pro- 
duce a great good. If we remain in a state of 
peace, he believed the first operation of the resolu- 
tions would be to increase the revenue; by degrees, 
only, the importation would be discouraged, and 
then a spur would be given to our manufactures. 
He enlarged on this idea, and dwelt further upon 
tho peace operation of the resolutions. Jle believed 
there is as yet no deficiency in the revenue of the 
United States. If a deficiency shall take place, 
he would be ready to make it up. If our import- 
ations, and consequently our impost revenue, 
should decrease, our ability to pay taxes in another 
shape will increase in the same proportion. He 
next animadverted on observations which fell some 
days since from Mr. LEE, who, he said, had asserted 
generally that there appeared, within the walls of 
Congress, a disposition in some to violate the 
rights of a certain kind of property. Tle wished 
the gentleman more explicit as to the persons he 
referred to, and the expressions that warranted the 
belief he had expressed. [Mr. G. was interrupted 
aud declared to be out of order. ] 

Mr. Dexter said: The less love or hatred 
we have to foreign nations, the less fear of them 
will actuate our Councils. We should legislate 
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servation to introduce his principal objections to 
the resolutions, viz.: that they discriminate be- 
tween foreign countries, because we hate the one 
and love the other, and tax our citizens to gratify 
those passions. This was his principal objection 
to the resolutions ; an objection that no alteration 
of circumstances could do away; an objection 
which rests on the immutable interest of this coun- 
try to be detached from foreign politics as much 
as possible. It is truc, that though these resolu- 
tions were adopted, we should be able to adopt 
any other energetic measure; bul he objected to 
wasting time on this, when more serious concerns 
call for our attention. If we were attacked by an 
assassin, should we spend our time in fixing our 
sword-knot or feather; should we not rather think 
only of defending ourselves? Should we now 
spend time in discussing commercial theories? 
The gentleman last up said, these resolutions 
would be important at the termination of a war. 
Surely, then, there is time enough to consider the 
ground we wish our commerce to stand on at the 
end of a war which is not yet declared. If we are 
engaged in a war, our commerce will not require 
to be regulated, and the passing these resolutions 
will be an obstacle to peace, rather than tend to 
secure to us advantages for their relaxation. An- 
other consideration had weight on his mind. Why 
should we discriminate? Because one nation is 
hostile and the other friendly? Strong as our 
partiality may be, where is that European nation 
that confers acts of kindness on us at the present 
time? He saw none that merited a return of good 
offices. 

If we are involved in a war with Great Britain, 
we shall not remain at peace with Spain; and as 
it is the drift of the resolutions to encourage the 
commerce of forcign nations, and Spain among 
others, at the expense of that of Great Britain, 
then, at the close of the war, the weight which a 
relaxation of those regulalions may have, as far as 
Great Britain is concerned, will have a contrary 
and proportional effect so far as Spain is interested, 
for every diminution of the encouragement grant- 
ed by law to the Spanish. Nature intended that 


wo should be out of the reach of the politics of 


Europe. 
nexion. 

If the resolutions are passed, a basis will be laid 
for a permanent system of commerce with them— 
a link he never wished to see established, If we 
meddle with European politics, we may catch the 
contagion which so unfortunately desolates one fine 
country, but which is perhaps there a necessary, or, 
at least, unavoidable evil. Ie feared the effect of 
dissensions among us; a reign of anarchy would 
lead to despotism. This he dreaded more than the 
effects of external aggressions. He wished all 
thoughts were at present turned to self-defence, to 
devising aud organizing the means. 

It was said, that the resolutions had not a tend 
ency to provoke war. If it is the intention of. the 
nation against which they are meant to operate, 
to make war, it is immaterial in this respect whe- 
ther they do or do uot pass. But to spend time on 


Our interest is loud against the con- 


may have an injurious tendency. We had been 
told that the manufacturers and merchants of 
Great Britain would nol suffer the Government 
to go lo war with us. By passing the resolutions, 
the friends of which say are to operaie against 
those very classes of people, we shall destroy that 
check, and render a war with us a popular mea- 
sure. We have much shipping in the ports of our 
actual, though not yet declared enemies; will any 
irritating measures tend to the security of that 
property? Will they not diminish the chance of 
their being released? By passing the resolutions, 
we should show our temper without retaliating, 
and we should unjustly oppress the mercantile in- 
terest. It is sufficient to show that the resolutions 
are inefficient, to prove that they ought not to 
pass. Ile believed, if the resolutions had not been 
brought forward before this day, no member would 
have thought this a time fit to introduce them; 
then why now insist upon a decision on them; 
They are robbed of the object on which they were 
intended to repel aggressions; they are only a show 
of resentment, without operation. This is not the 
time for such feeble measures; our commerce, our 
very existence as an independent nation, is threat- 
encd. The present war is a war of political prin- 
ciples; we must secure ourselves against attack, 
and avoid all connexion, as much as possible, with 
European polities, Let tho ocean be a gull of 
partition between us and the Eastern hemi- 
sphere, at least till the present convulsions are at 
an end. : 

Mr. Nicionas said, he should not attempt to 
follow the gentleman last up, through his eloquent 
address, or undertake to go into an answer of the 
variety of general charges brought forward against 
the resolulions. He wished only to take notice of 
one of two points in the debate, It was said, that 
the existence of the resolutions would rather be a 
bar to the termination of war, than an induce- 
ment with our enemies to make a peace. Is it to 
be imagined, he asked, if Great Britain intends to 
drag us into a war, that she has not an object to 
obtain by it? If she has, she will not abandon it 
without being compelled, When forced to the 
necessity of wishing for peace, will she not be dis- 
posed to put us in as favorable a situation as before 
hostilities? But are we prepared to say, that after 
being dragged into a war, we shall be willing to 
make peace withont obtaining some security that 
we shall not be molested in future? If he under- 
stood what n conduet truly dignified, on such an 
occasion, ought to be, we should insist not only on 
a reparation of the injury and insult, but show to 
the world, that, after obtaining complete satisfac- 
tion, we were determined to obtain security against 
future aggressions. The present measures did not, 
as has been asserted, originale in favoritism; they 
are not intended to repay a debt of gratitude ; they 
are drawn forth by the injuries inflicted by one 
nation, and are meant to benefit the country for 
which we are sent to legislate. If, however, in 
their operation, they should benefit France, this 
was surcly no argument against them; on the con- 
trary, it ought to be an additional argurnent in favor 
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of them, as we owe that nation a dcbt of grati- 
tude, 

Mr. Krrrera called the attention of the Com- 
mittee to the immense waste of time which the 
discussion of these resolutions had occasioned. 
Two months had been in a great measure spent in 
discussing them. It was like consulting on the 
improvements to be made to an edifice threatened 
by a conflagration. He hoped the question would 
be taken. 

Mr. Pace, in the present exigency, conceived 
that nothing would have a better effect than at- 
tending to these commercial regulations, which 
` would show our love of peace, and fulfil the great 
end for which the Federal Government was insti- 
tuted. 

Mr. Murray said: When war is staring us 
in the face, he wondered gentlemen did not feel 
that the resolutions are not proper. ‘I'hey are bad 
as à permanent system; bad in the present emer- 
gency. He was surprised that the friends of the 
resolutions, when they were the subject of discus- 
sion before, should appear to feci so much from 
the injuries inflicted by Great Britain, and now 
that they are increased ten-fold, should not have 
risen in those feelings. He was surprised to sce 
their minds stationary, though the danger is grow- 
ing, and to find every measure of energetic de- 
fence which had been proposed, opposed by the 
gentlemen. The present critical juncture called 
certainly for vigorous proceedings, and under this 
impression the opposers of the resolutions had been 
bold to call them trifling. In a commercial point 
of view, they are ill calculated, and were hazard- 
ous when peace was yet within our reach, but 
when a change of circumstances has given us a 
prospect of war, they are too trifling. He put a 
case. Would a farmer differ with his wife and 
daughters about the pedlar they should give a pre- 
ference to, in purchasing their gew-gaws; whether 
they would employ the English, Scotch, or Irish 
pedlar, when one of them was stealing the sheep, 
and wantonly sporting with the property on the 
farm? No, certainly, they would unite, and drive 
the thief off It is just as ridiculous in the Legis- 
lature to be now spending their time about com- 
mercial regulations. More energetic measures are 
necessary. How is an additional ten per cent. on 
importations capable of opposing the torrent of 
British injustice? Let all intercourse with Great 
Britain be stopped, until they give us satisfaction 
for the injuries they have done us. This would 
be exhibiting a temporary enmity for a temporary 
evil; but the adoption of the resolutions would 
evince an cternal enmity, and at the same time 
want the energy which the urgency of the case 
would require. 

Mr. Parker rose to sct the gentleman last up 
right as to one assertion. He said that the friends 
of the resolutions were opposed to every energetic 
measure which had been proposed. This was not 
the case; indeed, unless himself and several other 
members, friends to the resolutions, had voted for 
some of those more energetic measures, they would 
have failed. 

Mr. Murray thought he confined his observa- 


tions to a majority of the friends of the resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. Parxer believed the resolutions would be 
beneficial to hiscountry, and tend to encourage our 
manufactures, Under this impression, he was in 
favor of them. Ie wished all party distinctions 
dropped at the present critical juncture. He- did 
not like to hear of these gentlemen and those gen- 
tlemen; let us unite as one. A member from 
Massachusetts conceived the resolutions bore the 
stamp of French on the very face of them. He 
wished, for his part, that every body and every 
thing could be plainly read by some ‘such device, 
we should then see what and who is French, and 
who is English. He should not, he hoped, let. pre- 
judice get the better of his reason, bnt thonght 
that he never could forget that, probably, without 
France the Legislature would not be now delibera- 
ting within these walls. 

Mr. Sepewicr said, that although he had been 
absent during the discussion of this important sub- 
ject, yet he conld not consent to give a silent vote, 
though he had not the vanity to suppose he could 
give new light; yet, having on a question of mag- 
nitude acenstomed himself to speak as woll as 
vote his sentiments, he would not now omit it ; he 
felt the propriety of apologizing on this occasion. 
Tt was said that the measure was popular, and that 
the opposition was reprobated by the people; if so, 
it would be mean and base in him to shrink from 
a participation with the gentlemen, with whom he 
had so long acted, with perfect satisfaction to his 
own mind. 

The question was now presented, as doubtless it 
ought to be, directed only to Great Britain, and 
proposing a discrimination against her. The ob- 
ject was to compel that country to relax the seve- 
rity of her commercial regulations, and to put her 
intercourse with this country, on a more favorable 
footing to us. That all this was to be effected by 
lessening our trade with Great Britain, and divert- 
ing it to other channels. 

When to all this it was replied, that the present 
conduct of Great Britain put such regulations at 
defiance ; that so far from showing a dread of such 
a system, she was pursuing measures, which as 
far as in her power, threatened our commerce 
with annihilation ; that at such a time to attempt 
by the proposed measures, to bend her views to 
our wishes was absurd. That at this time, if there 
was a ray of hope to avoid the calamities of war, 
every measure which was at the same time irritating 
and ineffectual should be avoided. To these objec- 
tions it was answered, was war inevitable, the 
proposition ought now to be adopted, as a commer- 
cial system to come into operation at the conclusion 
of the war. Gentlemen who made this answer, did 
not seem to remember that to render it just, we 
must possess a certain knowledge of the events of 
the war. That the relative circumstances of the 
two countrics might be mutually altered by those 
events, and that which might be proper now, would 
be wholly improper then. 

As this question was merely of a commercial 
nature, he had regretted to see political considera- 
tions intermingled in the debate. The antipathy 
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that was manifested to one country, and the friend- 
ly regard to another ought not to influence the de- 
cision. Passion should be banished, and just and 
cool calculations, on the foundation of national in- 
terest alone direct our determination. 

It was not now a question, whether Great Britain 
had inflicted political injuries on this country, 
whether she aided the savages of the wilderness 
in the murder of our citizens, whether she had Jet 
doose upon us the more barbarous savages of 
Alrica, or whether she had committed piratical 
depredations on our commerce; if these facts were 
so, and justice could not be obtained by negotia- 
tion, though he should deprecate war as an evil of 
great magnitude, yet should justice be denied us, 
be should then seek redress with as much firmness 
he hoped as mest men. In such a warfare, he 
should hope for victory; there was he believed 
no foundation for such hope in the warfare con- 
templated by the propositions before the Com- 
mittee. 

He laid it down as a maxim that the Govern- 
ment of every country in all its deliberatious 
should be influenced only by considerations of 
public good. ‘To do justice to all the world, relig- 
iously to perform its contracts, these were to be 
scrupniously observed, for they were always for 
the public good. A private man might indeed, 
practise disinterested benevolence to any extent 
his humanity and generosity might dictate; a pub- 
lic man had no such authority. Did America, he 
asked, owe a debt of gratitude to France, whence 
derive we the authority to discharge it? [s such 
dcbt duc, who shall calculate the amount? How 
much of the blood, of the treasure, of the prosper- 
ity of our country, will casc us of this load of obliga- 
tion ? 

IIc said he did not wish to depreciate the me- 
rit of France; her efforts were glorious to herself, 
and beneficial to this country. That he might, 
however, be permitted to recal the remembrance 
of the Committee to her conduct, he tuen exaib- 
ited a view of that conduct, from which he con- 
cluded that every thing which was done, had its 
foundation in a cool and temperate calculation of 
national benefit. That this, indeed, was the only 
legitimate motive to national measures. nat 
other countries could always calculate their mea- 
sures upon national interest, and he sincerely 
hoped the Government of this country would do 
the same. To do otherwise, said he, is Quarxot- 
ism—it is crusading for the salvation of others, and 
not ourselves. He boped therefore that no part 
of our assent to the proposition immediately un- 
der consideration, would be expected ettaer from 
gratitude on the one hand or resentment on the 
other. 

He said, he should proceed to consider whether 
it was for the interest of America that this propo- 
sition should be adopted, The objects are to lessen 
credit, to control commerce by diverting it from 
its ancient channels, to encourage navigation an l 
manufactures; and the motive was, tnat Great 
Britain possessed a greater portion of our trade 


He could not help premising that the features of 
the system were strongly marked with a disposition 
to control men in the economy of private life and 
in the management of their fortunes; why else not 
permit them to extend their credit when in their 
opinion it may be useful to them? Such measures, 
for such purpose, could only be justified on a pre- 
tence that our countrymen were deficient either in 
wisdom or in prudence. A pretence which, if not 
insolent, always had, and always would be found 
mischievous, because the great bulk of every com- 
munity were more competent to the management of 
their own private concerns than the Government 
could pretend to be, i 

The whole system is directed towards Great Bri- 
tain, and the object is declaredly coercion. The con- 
sequences must be either, first, that Great Britain 
would submit; second, that she would withdraw 
her capital and relinquish a commercial connexion 
with us; or third, that she would counteract our 
regulations by Legislative provisions, 

Suppose Great Britain should be compelled to sub - 
mission, it would not be imagined she would do it 
immediately; and, in the meantime, we must suffer 
much distress. Tt was true, he said, we had many 
other commercial connexions, but in these we did 
almost the whole of the carrying: none of the na- 
tions to whom we are thus allied having any con- 
siderable shipping to spare for our purposes ; nor 
was there any probability that they would imme- 
diately, if at all, furnish us with any considerable 
supply. We must, therefure, depend on ourselves, 
In a country circumstanced as this was, it was to 
be expected there would always be a deticiency of 
commercial capital, because there were so many 
objects to which capital could be profitably applied. 
Tne object of the resolutions under consideration, 
was to divert capital from branches in which 
it was at present gainfully employed, to others, 
The branch was at present overstocked, yet a di- 
versity must take place, for ships must be built or 
our produce could uvt go tu market, but must pe- 
rish on our hands. Manufactures, too, must be 
established, or our citizens could not be supplied 
with the necessaries and conveniences for which 
they now depended on other countries; and they 
must do without them until our navigation is suf- 
ficiently increased, What effects, he asked, were 
to be produced by a diversion, and that immedi- 
atuly, of one half of our cominerce from its an- 
cient and natural channels? Was there nothing 
to be feared for the preservation of the public cre- 
dit which this commerce was to support? Noth- 
ing for the prosperity and happiness of our coun- 
try? But what, he said, appeared almost farcical 
to him was, it was not intended to be permanent. 
Gentlenen said, Great Britain would not stand 
the shock; she must submit; the very scheme, 
then, supposed its continuance was to depend on 
the picasure of the country against whom we were 
to declare commercial war, When our snips were 
built and our manufactures established, Great Bri- 
tain would give orer the contest. Then our ships 
might be laid up at our decks, and our manu- 


than she was entitled to from her disposition and ; facturing capitals replaced in those branck.s from 


conduct towards us. 


3p Con.—17 


which it was now to be iustantly withdrawn; for, 
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unless that country would be convinced that she ; ports and the enhanced price of imports, how alter- 
should participate in our commerce, which would | ed, from its present happy state, would be the con- 
not be the case if we supplied ourselves, she would | dition of our planters and farmers! If the inter- 
certainly never humble herself before us. course should not continue, then should we destroy 
Strange and absurd suppositions were made to | our best markets, deprive our people of the most 
lay the foundation on which to build this system. | valuable source of supply, and destroy, too, the best 
It was supposed that without any considerable | means of supporting the Public credit. — 
distress of our citizens; without a shock to public | It remained, Mr. S. said, to be considered what 
credit; without shipping to export or import; and | effects would probably result from Great Britain 
with a deficiency of commercial capital, we could meeting our regulations with counteracting restric- 
divert, and that immediately, half of our com- | tions. But, previous to an immediate consideration 
merce from its natural channels, while Great Bri- | of this question, it would be propor to to inquire 
tain, must be ruined, or at least compelled to sub- | whether the commercial conduct of that country 
mission, by a diversion of a small portion of hers, | towards this would justify this measure as a mean 
although she had shipping to transport through ! of retaliation? 
the world, and more commercial capital than any | He said, that he believed the conduct of Great 
nation on earth. Take care, sir, said he, I be- | Britain had, on this subject of commerce, been too 
seech you, that led astray by resentment, gratitude, | limited and narrow, ‘Lhat this was particularly 
or refined theory, the cnrse of modern times, you | true as respected a commercial intercourse bc- 
do not dissipate your goodly inheritance. Gentle- | tween America and Great Britain and her Domin- 
men had said, our constituents are improvident, | ions in the West Indies, But it should be remem- 
that the extension of credit afforded the means of | bered that sho was an independent nation, and as 
dissipation ; let us destroy those means. Strange | such had a right to consult and pursue her own 
doctrine, said he, and unfounded as strange! | interest. That until she should be convinced that 
We have no right to assume the character of their | a more liberal and enlightened policy was for her 
guardians in this respect. ‘Chere are not, as has benefit, it could not be expected that she would 
been justly stated by a gentleman from Virginia, | sacrifice her own interest to our benefit. ‘That 
Mr. Lry,] any means by which this can be Justly | she would be at the expense of maintaining and 
one, but by giving stability to your Government, | supporting her Colonies, that we might participate 
and enforcing a prompt and impartial execution of | in the profit. That all we could in reason demand 
our laws, which indeed would rather extend than | of her was, that she should not discriminate against 
imit credit, us, but that her conduct should be as favorable to 
Was Great Britain to relinquish her commercial | us as to other independent nations, Was her con- 
connexion with us, though to her it would be a | duct influenced by the considerations which have 
mistortune, yet to us it would be n very unhappy produced the resolution before us? Did she sin- 
event. Ever sines he could remember, it had been gle out America as the only object of her resent- 
the fashionable cant to exclaim against ercdit ; yet | ment, the ardor with which this measure was pur- 
undor a aystorn of erodit, America had enjoyed un- | sued would have sufficient foundation for its justi- 
exumpled prosperity. That, in his opinion, expe- | fication, 
rience was the only unerring director in political | Mr. S. then proceeded to state the regulations 
investigations, of Great Brilain which directed her intercourse 
The commercial intercourse between Great Bri- | with this country. Ife said that respecting the 
tain and America would continue, should this sys- | West Indies, the same severe, rigid, and gloomy 
tem be adopted, or it would cease. In cithor case | exclusion oxtended equally with us to all nations; 
or in a mean between tho two, the burdens created | with this only difference of partial and temporary 
by it would fall principally if not wholly on our | relaxations in our favor, as, in her opinion, her oc- 
citizens. Should it continue, it would be a charge | casions required. ‘That, respecting an immediate 
on our imports and exports to be satisfied by the | intercourse with Great Britain, her regulations 
labor and industry of our people. On our exports, | were as favorable to us as to any country, except 
because in all forcign markets the products of our only where favors aro the effect of direct stipula- 
country have to sustain a competition with the tion; nay, they are more so as respects the impor- 
same species of the products of other countries. A | tant articles of pot and pearl-ash, pitch, tar, tim- 
„hogshead of tobacco, for instanco, has its price de- | ber, and an exemption from the payment of alien 
termined by the demand for it compared with the | duties. 
capacity of supplying that demand by this and| If, then, Great Britain did not discriminate 
other countries; an indemnification for tho addi- against us—if her discriminations were favorable 
tional exponse cannot be obtained in the sales; it | to us, where was our right for complaint? Should, 
must therefore be an expense in the labor and in- however, unprovoked resentment (for gentlemen 
dustry which produces the article. On our im-| would remember to put political considerations 
ports, the same will be the case, for a merchant | out of the question) stimulate the adoption of the 
will not continue to supply a market which will proposed measures, the disposition of that country 
not indemnify him for all his expenses and besides | to retaliate would bo certain; her capacity for re- 
afford him his usual profits. In this case also, | taliation was therefore to be considered. ‘his sub- 
there would be no other source of indemnification but :ject, he said, had been under the consideration of 
the labor and industry uf the country. Under the | the British Government. Should she subject 
pressure of these burdens the reduced price of ex- | American ships to alien duties; should she impose 
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dutics on our rice and tobacco and such other ar- 
ticles as she can’ procure from other countries, and 
on her own products exported in our bottoms ; and, 
should she at the same time counteract our duties 
by bounties ; their bounties may be so given as com- 
pletely to balance our duties, and their duties, of 
course, a direct charge upon us—a charge on our ex- 
ports, for the reasons he had already mentioned, de- 
preciating their value—a charge on our imports to 
be satisfied by the labor and industry of the country. 
These would be the salutary effects of this blessed 
system, so far as tho trade should continue under the 
load of Lese oppressive burdens. If the commercial 
intercourse between America and Great Britain 
should be destroyed by this system of expensive 
irritation, the evils were obvious, both as they 
would affect the ease and prosperity of our people, 
and the preservation of the publie credit. He had 
called the present channels of commerce, the natu- 
ral ones—there would, he said, be found sufficient 
reason for the appellation, without entering into an 
extensive investigation of the subject, in this one 
observation ; that the present state of our trade is 
produced by counting-house calculations having 
interest alone for their object. 

It had been said, that a great part of our imports 
consisted of the mere articles of luxury. This 
was undoubtedly true, but luxurious enjoyments 
could not be prevented, unless we would introduce 
the manners of Sparta, aud continue them by the 
institulions and laws of Lycurgus. The passion 
for distinetion could not be controled nor would 
it be eligible, if it could. If, then, said he, we will 
use Madeira wine and green tea—if we will wear 
silks, cambries, muslins, and other succedanea of 
the fig-leaf, why should we not be permitted to 
obtain them when they can best be had, of the best 
quality and on the best terms; or do gentlemen 
suppose our constituents will acknowledge obliga- 
tious for being compelled to procure them of infe- 
rior quality and on worse terms ? i 

Gentlemen had given countenance to this pro- 
ject under an idea that it would encourage manu- 
factures and the carrying trado; this tọ his mind 
was preposterous. lle had always supposed that 
to establish manufactures, our active capital must 
be inereased; and to encourage navigation, our 
trade must be extended, How this measure which 
would lessen our active capital by the ermbarrass- 
ment it would create, could afford the means of 
establishing manufactures and building ships, to 
his mind was perfectly unaccountable. He asked 
if it had not been demonstrated that the measure 
would tend to enhance the price of the commodi- 
ties which we wanted to purchase, and decrease 
the price of the products of our country. It had, 
indecd, been conceded, that these effeets were un- 
avoidable, and yet these were the means whereby 
we were to extend our manufactures and naviga- 
tion. Should, however, these effects result, he 
asked if we could feel ourselves justified in sacri- 
ficing to the encouragement of a few ship-carpen- 
ters and other mechanics, the ease and comfort of 
that most useful and respectable description of 
men, the farmer and planter? One more observa- 


measure which might oppress the community, 
would be felt first and most severely by the poorer 
class of people. 

Before the subject was dismissed it ought to be 
viewed in a light in which it was shown in the 
most baneful colors} its tendency to war and all 
its dreadful consequences. As the guardians of 
the public happiness, we ought to avoid any mea- 
sure which tended to this, if it could be done con- 
sistent with the interest of our country. Ie laid 
it down as a principle that every action had its 
character determined by the motives which gave 
it birth. What motives then originated this mea- 
sure? Were they of a commercial, or political 
nature? Had Great Britain inflicted any com- 
mercial injuries on this country? Had she not 
calculated her regulations on the same principle 
of all other nations—her own interest? [fad she 
discriminated against us? Did not the details 
clearly show that her regulations were as favora- 
ble to this as to other countries? And did not an 
infinitely more stubborn fact, the existing stale of 
our trade, undeniably prove hers to be our best 
markets ? 

Tf, then, these measures are not justified on com- 
mercial considerntions, will the nation towards 
whom they are direcled, be ata loss to determine 
our true motives? If doubts could otherwise ex- 
ist, recourse to the printed debates would remove 
it, There we find our negroes carried off; the 
Western posts, the savages, Algerines, and instruc- 
tions to the commanders of ships, the constant 
theme of animated declamation, We know too 
well the correctness of gentlemen’s understandings 
not to be assured that these subjects would not be 
so frequently repeated, if they were not designed 
to have effect. These were not commercial, but 
political considerations. If, then, the measure 
could not be—if it was not justified on commer- 
cial, but political ground—if it was not designed 
to retaliate for commercial, but for political inju- 
ries; it followed irresistibly, that the mensure as- 
sumed the complexion of hostility. He did not 
mean to sngvest an idea but that the injuries com- 
plained of might justify hostile retaliation; but 
he would affirm, if this measure was designed ag 
such, it was infinitely too feeble, and would cer- 
tainly prove ineffectual. If war was renlly the 
intention, it was our duty boldly to declare il, and, 
like men, prepare for the event and not involve 
our country in blood under the disguised pretence 
of our commercial regulations. lf we found mo- 
tives for our conduct in antipathy to one nation, 
and in gratitude and affection to another, and that 
this was the case, he appealed to the printed de: 
bates and to the faithful monitors of gentlemen— 
would it be supposed that Great Britain would 
not uuderstand, resent, and endeavor to revenge it? 
Great Britain, he said, was involved in a war, 
whether just or not, the Government of this coun- 
try had no right to determine—just or not, we had 
reason to believe it was popular. While she was 
pursuing this war, we complaining of injuries, and 
stimulated by a sense of them, adopt measures of 
retaliation, declaredly intended to produce embar- 


tion he said he would make on this head, that any !rassments of such a nature as to induce her to 
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change a course of coaduct she has pursued for 
agea, and to which, in her opinion, she is principally 
indebted for her progressive prosperity. If serious 
embarrassments are not to be expected, then ought 
the measure to be abandoned, because it would not 
produce the intended effcet, nd because it would 
confessedly be injurious to us. 

Should it produce the embarrassments foretold, 
it will materially affect those resources on which 
she depends for the prosecution of a favorite war. 
Should she feel those measures as intended, would 
it not kindle resentment? Would she not discover 
the cause? And would she not feel perfect self- 
justification in using all the means in her power to 
revenge our partiality ? 

The evil, he said, would not end here. Great 
Britain was an important ally, and on her resources 
the Combined Powers materially depended for 
the prosecution of the war. A war waged with 
as much enmity as had provoked hostility at any 
period of the existence of civilized Europe. Should 
we strike at those resources, and from motives 
they will doubtless comprehend, would they 
tamely submit to such conduct; would they not 
resent aud endeavor to revenge it? I will repeat, 
said he, that if your measures do not materially 
embarrass Great Britain, and in a considerable de- 
gree destroy her resources, then will your ex- 
pectations be disappointed, and the end you pro- 
pose defeated, and you only accumulate distress 
on your own citizens. If the embarrassments you 
intend shall result from your measures, then do 
you, in fact, take part in the war; you will, there- 
fore, provoke the vengeance of the nation against 
whom your measures are directed, and of her 
allies. 

To show the natural effects of commercial re- 
gulations puinted against nations to produce hos- 
tility, he mentioned the war which took place 
between Great Britain and Holland, in 1652, occa- 
sioned by the Navigation Act of the former; and 
that of 1672, between the French and Dutch, in 
consequence of the duties imposed by the former 
on linen, and by the latter on wine. There was, 
he said, peculiar reason for expecting such an 
event in the present instance, for, by the treaty be- 
tween Great Britain and Spain, it was expressly 
stipulated: “if either shall be attacked, inolested, | 
or inquieted, in any of their States, rights, posses- 
sions, ór interests,” it is then to be made common 
cause, 

This, he said, was not all, our real views would 
be known to our constituents. They are, said he, 
a wise and penetratitg people, and wiil never con- ' 
sent to be dragged to the carnage of war, under a 
pretence of commercial regulations. Their hon- 
est candor will abhor and detest all covert and 
crooked politics. He did not mean to charge gen- | 
tlemen with unworthy motives. He could not, | 
however, avoid declaring the comment which in| 
his opinion would be made, on experience of the | 
fatal events which would result from the adoption 
of the proposed system—a system incapable of 
benefit to the community and preguant with enor- 
mous evils. 

He said, before he dismissed this part of the 


subject, he would submit one observation to the 
consideration of the Committee. It was. that the 
navigation and manufactures of the United States, 
had, in a few years past, increased with a rapidity 
equal to the expectation of the most sanguine 
friend of this country. That this had resulted from 
the existing systems. That he believed it to be 
true, that, at this tnoment, as great a portion of our 
capital was invested in those branches as was con- 
sistent with the general welfare. Under such eir- 
cumstances it became the Legislature cautiously to 
adopt measures, which might distract the present 
salutary order of things. 

Mr. CLARK rose to answer an objection which 
had fallen in the course of the debate. Ti was suid, 
that the resolutions would tend to burden the 
poorer classes of citizens. The additional duties, 
he imagined, were only intended to be laid on the 
finer goods; and coarse cloths, &c., would still re- 
main at the old prices. 

Mr. Lyman said the discussion of this question 
has already engrossed rouch time. It has been 
postponed. I was in favor of a postponement, be- 
cause I then thought, and I now think, the House 
is not in possession of all the information and pre- 
mises necessary to guide their determination on 
all the resolutions proposed. It was then said, that 
although we had aggravated complaints against 
Great Britain, she could not be so infatuated as 
not to render justice; that those injnries were in 
a train of negotiation, and that it would be rash- 
ness and folly to interrupt them. I confess, sir, 
that this reasoning had its weight with me; but 
the case now assumes a different fave. Ts there 
any gentleman that still doubts of the hostile and 
mad intentions of that nation? Their aggressions 
have increased ; they meditate still more, and have 
denied us in an unequivocal manner any compen- 
sation; they have added insult to injury. I do 
not say these things with a view to fire the public 
mind to resentment—that is already done to such 
a degree us to want the rather to be delayed and 
given a proper direction, But it has been said, 
that iristead of that firm front of defence which 
the danger of our situation requires, these resolutions 
are impotent and trifling—mere pap. I cannot 
think this language is complimentary to the un- 
derstandings of either the community, or this 
House, or even the gentlemen themselves, who so 
zealously oppose them. If they are insicnifiant, 
as the gentlemen declare, they ought wholly to be 
disregarded. But, sir, they are not insignificant ; 
they present us with a part, at least. of a just and 
temperate defence against a nation that with un- 
accountable enmity plunders and insults us. If 
they are insignifieant, T am content to be nnde- 
ceived, as not comprehending them. ldo not in- 
tend at this time to go into a minute consideration 
of the general nature of the resolutions; that has 
already been done, and I am convinced, and ran- 
not be afraid to hazard my opinion to the public. 
that it is founded in immutable nataral principles 
that will stand the test of time. There cannot be 
a plainer axiom than reciprocity of advantages in 
navigation and commerce. It is for our interest 
to counteract the culmmercial regulations of oiner 
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nations by those of our owa; to repel their fabrics 
and manufactures from our country, and to re- 
place them with our own. We have both the 
right and the power to do it. These are truths 
that have been always acknowledged in this coun- 
try. Conviction of their importance was one 
among the causes which produced the present 
Constitution. We have hitherto forborne the ex- 
ercise of this right. I do not pretend to arraign 
the motives, I believe they were good; because, 
sir, I recollect that our commerce and navigation 
for past years hath been prosperous, although 
owing, perhaps, less to permanent than adventi- 
tious causes; to the same causes, possibly, whieh 
now conspire to oppress and despoil it, and 
threaten its total dissolution. Was this not the 
case, I could have been content, nay, I would have 
preferred still further forbearanee; but the evils 
are alarming; something is unavoidably necessary 
to be done; and, asno gentleman proposes any 
substitute for the present system contemplated, I 
find myself compelled to endeavor to make the 
best of this, with a firm reliance and persuasion 
that it will promote the peace and prosperity of 
our country; for I do not think anything we shall 
do will have a tendency to make Great Britain 
less hostile or more friendly. She has already 
eonvinced us that we cannot expect anything 
from her moderation and justice; and I hope we 
shall have nothing further to fear from her force. 
I hope and believe this measure will attach and 
increase the number of our friends, and diminish 
and confound our enemies; for I can by no means 
subscribe to the doctrine, that a national character 
is wholly abstracted from all sensation of benevo- 
lence, gratitude, humanity—viriues that so highly 
adorn individual character. These, sir, are my 
impressions—the result of a cautious and even 
anxious investigation, in which I have endeavored 
not to be transported by either passion or prejudice, 
but to obey the calm dictates of my understanding, 
with that independence and steadiness which is in- 
dispensable. 

Mr. Ames began with remarking that the addi- 
tional duties were intended, he believed, to operate 
generally, and that their operation would fall on 
the middling classes of the people. But the reso- 
lution would also affect our exports, and, in this 
view, injure our cutters of timber, makers of pot- 
ash, and farmers in general would feel their ope- 
ration deeply—all this for the advantage of our 
ship-owners. If the resolutions cannot now be 
termed trifling, then, indeed, he had mistaken their 
true character. In a momeut of danger, when 
our commerce is nearly annihilated, it is trifling 
to talk of regulating it, when we should attend to 
our defence only. When brought forward they 
had an alarming appearance—negotiations were 
pending. We should always say peace to the last 
extremity; and, if war threatens, strain every 
sinew to prepare for it. The resolutions say no- 
thing—they say worse than nothing; they are 
built on partiality for one nation—they have 
French stamped on the very face of them. If we 
feel that the English have injured us, let t's put 
the country in a state of defence; the resolutions 


can do nothing tuwards this, Itis folly to think 
of regulating 2 commerce that calls first for protec- 
tion, and to encourage the increase of navigation 
when what shipping we have is in jeopardy. 

At this stage, the Committee rose and had leave 
to sit again, 


CLEARING THE GALLERIES, 
Resolved, That it be a Standing Rule and Order 
of this House, in case of any disturbance or dis- 
orderly conduct in the Gallery or Lobby, that the 
Speaker, (or Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole House) shall have power to order the same 
to be cleared. 


Mownpay, March 17. 


The memorial of Benjamin Bankson, a clerk 
in the Department of State, and Philip Audebert, 
aclerk in the Department of War, was presented 
to the House and read, praying that they may re- 
ceive such compensation, in addition to the sala- 
rics allowed them by law, as may be deemed 
equitable and proper to reimburse them for extra- 
ordinary expenses incurred while they continued, 
at the hazard of their lives, in the discharge of 
their official duties, during the late calamity.in the 
city of Philadelphia. Also the petition of Joseph 
Parker and Benjamin Betterton, clerks in the office 
of the Accountant tu the War Department, to the 
same effect. Also, a petition of James Bingham 
and others, gaugers for the district of New York, 
stating the insufficiency of the fees and other em- 
oluments allowed them by law, and praying that 
the same may be increased, and rendered more ade- 
quate to their services, 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to 
Mr. Frinptey, Mr. Swit, Mr. Van ALLEN, Mr. 
CADWALADER, aud Mr. Cristie; that they do 
examine the matter thereof, and report the same, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

A petition of Michael Trappal, of Newark, in the 
State of New Jersey, was presented to the House 
and read, praying that an additional duty may be 
imposed on the importation of hosiery from foreign 
countries, or such other encouragement given to 
the establishment of stocking manufactories within 
the United States as to the wisdom of Congress 
shall seem meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 

The Srraxen laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying his re- 
ports on sundry petitions ; which were read, and 
ordered to lie on the tahle. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act to provide for the defence of certain ports and 
harbors in the United States,” with several amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. ; 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendments; and, the same being read, were 
agreed to. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
allowing to Major General Lafayette his pay and 
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emoluments while in the service of the United 
States,” was read twice and committed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a report from 
the Secretary of the Treasury on the petition of 
Richard Wade and others, pilots of Oeracock bar, 
in the State of North Carolina; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Corr, from the committee appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of fixing buoys on cer- 
tain rocks lying off the harbor of New London, in 
the State of Connecticut, and in Providence river, 
in the State of Rhode Island, nade a report; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to provide for the 
erecting and repairing of magazines and arsenals, 
and for other purposes; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under cunsideration, and made 
several amendments thereto; which were severally 
twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Warts, from the committee to whom were 
referred the memorials aud petitions of the manu- 
facturers of paint, in the towns of Baltimore and 
Alexandria; of the dealers in oil and painters’ 
colors; of Thomas Pearsall and Elijah Pell; of 
Thomas Perkins & Co.; of Samuel Swann; of 
Thomas F. Walley and others; of McClellan, 
McGregor & Co.; of John Amelung and others: 
of Josiah G. Pierson; of the manufacturers of 
hats in the States of New York, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, and Virginia; and of Bradley & Mix, 
made a report, which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

A message froin the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill entitled “ An 
act making further provision for the expenses at- 
tending the intercourse of the United States with 
foreign nations, and further to continue in force the 
act, entitled ‘ An act providing the means of inter- 
course between the United Statea and foreign na- 
tions,” with an amendment; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendment; and, the same being read, was agreed 
to. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman report- 
ed that the Committee had had the state of the 
Union under consideration, but come to no resolu- 
tion thereupon. 


Tuespay, March 18. 


An engrossed bill to provide for the erecting and 
repairing of arsenals and magazines, and for other 
purposes, was read the third time and passed. 

A memorial of Levi Hollingsworth and others, 
proprietors of iron works in the State of Pennsyl- 
vanja, was presented to the House and read, pray- 
ing that the present duty imposed by law on the 


countries, may be continued, or such encourage- 
ment given to the erecting and improving furnaces 
and forges for manufacturing the said article within 
the United States as to the wisdom of Congress 
shall seem meet. Ordered to lie. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Usirep States be authorized to employ, as de- 
spatch boats, such of the revenue cutters of the 
United States as the public exigencies may re- 
quire. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this [louse do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES : 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives ; 


The Minister Plenipotentiary of the French Republic 
having requested an advance of money, I transmit to 


Congress certain documents relative to that subject. 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Unrrep States, Mareh 18, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to be committed to Mr. Winuia1 SMITH, 
Mr. Ames, Mr. Hittpocse, Mr. VENABLE, and Mr. 
SHERBURNE. 

‘The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union: and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the state of the 
Union under consideration, but come to no resolu- 
tion thereupon. 


Wepnespay, Mareh 19. 


Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire whether any, and what, alterations are 
necessary to be made in the act entitled “ An act 
to enable the officers and soldiers of the Virginia 
Line, on Continental Establishment, to obtain titles 
to certain lands lying Northwest of the river Ohio, 
between the Little Miami and Sciota;” and that 
Mr. Heats, Mr, NEVLLE, and Mr. Orr, be the 
said committee. i 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill entitled “ An 
act to provide a Naval Armament,” with several 
amendments; to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendments ; and, the same being read, were agreed 
to. $ 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Cummittee had had the state of the 
Union under consideration, but come to no resolu- 
tion thereupon. 


Tuorsnpay, March 20. 
A memorial of Lewis Garanger, in behalf of 


importation of bar and cast iron, from foreign | himself and his brother, Charles Garanger, was 
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presented to the House and read, praying the aid! prepare and bring in a bill or bills to encourage 
and patronage of Congress in the completion of: the recruiting service; and that Mr. Invine, Mr. 
certain experiments of the memorialists, for the | Cops, and Mr. Saucer Suits, be the said com- 
establishment of military manufactorics, for im- | mittee. 

provements in the arms already used, and for the! The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
adoption of such others as may be necessary for | the Whole House on the state of the Union; and, 
the service of the United States. after some time spent therein, the Committee rose 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred j and reported progress, 

to Mr. Hartuey, Mr. Dayron, and Mr. Samver| A message from the Senate informed the House 
Smir; that they do examine the matter thereof, | that the Senate have passed a bill entitled ‘An 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, | act for the remission of the duties on certain dis- 
to the House. | tilled spirits destroyed by fire;” to which they 


The House proceeded to consider the report of! desire the concurrence of this House. 


the committee to whom were referred the petitions 
of the clerks in several of the Executive Depart- 
ments of Government, which lay on the table: 
Whereupon, the latter part of the said report being 
read, in the words following, to wit: 

“ That the prayer of the petition af George Taylor is 
reasonable, and that, as a further compensation for the 
duties of his office, he ought to be allowed dollara 
for each patent for Useful Arts, d&c., issuing from the 


Department of State, out of the fees paid for such pa- ; 


tent: Provided, That the whole of such allowance shall 
not exceed —— dollara annually.” 

“That the prayer of the petition of Andrew Graydon 
is reasonable, and that his salary ought to be made the 
eame with that allowed to other chief clerks :” 
was, on the question put thereupon, agreed to hy 
the House. 

Ordered, That such other parts of the said re- 
port as relate to the petitions of the other clerks 
in the Treasury and War Departments and in the 
Loan Office of the State of New York, be recom- 
mitted to Mr.’ Finpusy, Mr. Swier, Mr. Van 
ALLEN, Mr. Capwavaper, and Mr. CHRISTIE. 


Faipay, March 21, 


An engrossed bill for the relief of Stephen Pa- 
ranque was read the third time and passed. 

A petition of Jonathan Jenkins, of the county 
of Nantucket, in the State of Massachusetts, was 
presented to the House and read, praying a repeal 
of certain letters patent granted to Benjamin Fol- 
ger, of the city of Hudson, in the State of New 
York, as the original discoverer of the art of sepa- 
rating the gross matter contained in common whale 
oil, and afterwards rendering such gross matter fit 
for candles; which letters patent have been ob- 
tained by the said Benjamin Folger surreptitiously, 
and from false suggestions. 

Ordered, That the said petition he referred 
to Mr. Corrix, Mr. Horten, and Mr. Muaray; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House, 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
for the remission of the duties on certain distilled 


The Iouse proceeded to consider the report of | spirits destroyed by fire,” was read twice and com- 


the comuittee appointed to inquire into the expe- 


mitted. 


diency of fixing buoys on certain rocks lying off| Mr. Corr, from the committee appointed, pre- 
the harbor of New London, in the State of Connec- | sented a bill to provide for placing buoys on cer- 
ticut, and in Providence river, in the State of Rhode | tain rocks off the harbor of New London, and in 


Island: Whereupon, 


Providence river; which was read twice and com- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury | mitted. 


be authorized and directed to cause to be fixed on 
the rocks called Blackledge, or Southwest Ledge, 


Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill or bills for the relief of 


Goshen Reef, Bartlet’s Recf, and Race Rock, off| Robert King; and that Mr. Hartuey, Mr. Taatcu- 
the harbor of New London, in the State of Con- | er, and Mr. Capwavangr, be the said committee. 


necticut, four buoys, at an expense not to exceed 
twelve hundred dollars ; and to fix buoys in Pro- 
vidence river, not exceeding ten in number, in 
such places as he may judge most expedient, and 
at an expense not to exceed the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars. 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- | 


suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Cort, 
Mr. Bexsamin Bourne, and Mr. Cons, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “ An act allowing to Major General La- 
FAYETTE his pay and emoluments while in the 
service of the United States;” and, after some time 
spent therein, the Chairman reported that the Com- 
mittee had had the said bill under consideration, 
and made no amendment thereto. The said bill 
was then read the third time and passed, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of | that the Senate have passed the bill entitled “ An 


the Whole House on the bill for the relief of Ste- 
phen Paranque ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and 
made no amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 


act to provide for the erecting and repairing of 
arsenals and magazines. and for other purposes,” 
with several amendments; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendments: Whereupon, the first amendment 
being read, in the words following, to wit: Sec- 
tion 1, strike ouct the words “ States South of the 
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river Potomac,” and insert “ Middle and Southern 
States :” 

Resolved, That this House doth disagree to the 
said amendment. 

Resolved, That a conference be desired with the 
Senate on the subject-matter of all the amendments 
proposed to the said bill; and that Mr. Hartiry, 
Mr. Irvine, and Mr. Dearnorn, be appointed mana- 
gers at the said conference on the part of this 
House. 

Mr. Boupinot, from the committee appointed to 
report whether any, and what alterations or amend- 
ments are, in their opinion, necessary to the act en- 
titled “ An act to regulate the claims to Invalid Pen 
sions,” made a report; which was read, and ordered 
to be committed toa Committee of the Whole Ilouse 
on Monday next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman rce- 
ported that the Committee had had the state of 
the Union under consideration, but come to no 
resolution thereupon. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House, to whom was committed the bill to esta- 
blish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 
United States, be discharged from the further 
consideration of the samc; and that the said bill 
be recommitted to Mr. Sepcwicx, Mr. Tracy, 
Mr. Grenn, Mr. Crank’ Mr. Firzsrvons, Mr. Dent, 
Mr. Warrer, Mr. McDowett, Mr. Hunrer, and 
Mr. DEARBORN. 


Monpay, March 24. 


Jons Francis Mercer, from Maryland, appear- 
ed, produced his credentials, and took his seat. 

An engrossed bill to provide for placing buoys 
on certain rocks off the Harbor of New London, 
and in Providence river, was read the third time 
and passcd. 

A memorial of sundry inhabitants of the town 
of Salem, in the State of Massachusetts, was pre- 
sented to the Jouse and read, praying that Con- 
gress will adopt such measures as, in their wis- 
dom, may be deemed the most expedient and ef- 
fectual to obtain redress for the vexations and 
spoliations committed on the commerce of the 
United States by the subjects of Great Britain, 
under the authority of that Government, as well 
by the subjects and citizens of other foreign coun- 
tries. Also, a memorial of sundry citizens of the 
State of South Carolina, to the same effect. 

Ordered, That the said memorials be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. Coss, from the committee appointed to re- 
port whether any, and what, alterations are, in 
their opinion, necessary to the act entitled “ An act 
more effectually to provide for the national defence, 
by establishing an uniform militia thronghout the 
United States,” made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 


ported that the Committee had had the state of the 
Union under consideration, and come to a resolu- 
tion thereupon ; which was twice read, and agreed 
to by the House, as follows: 

Resolced, That measures ought to be immediate- 
ly taken to render tbe force of the United States 
more efficient. 

Ordered, That the said resolution be com- 
mitted to Mr. Sepewick, Mr. Dearrory, Mr. 
Jeremian Wapsworta, Mr. Dayton, Mr. Invixg, 
Mr. Mercer, Mr. Parker, Mr. Locus, and Mr. 
PIcKENs. 

A motion being made and seconded that the 
House do come to the following resolutions : 

“ Resolved, That a select corps of militia be enrolled 
in the United States ; that all freemen eapable of bear- 
ing arms, from the age of to , COMPose a se- 
lect militia ; and that they be armed and accoutred at 
the general expense. 

“ Resolved, That the several States shall officer the 
select militia aforesaid, either out of the officers of the 
militia now commissioned, or such other persons as they 
may think proper. 

“ Resolved, That the said select militia be called to- 


“gether as often as may be directed by the Legislatures 


of the several States, not exceeding days in one 
year; aud, for the time they are so called oui, they 
shall receive the same pay and rations as the troops of 
the United States, 

“ Resolved, That, in case of mvasion or insuryection, 
the President of the United States shall have the power 
to call into actual service sueh portion or portions of 
the select militia as may be deemed necessary for the 
common defence. 

“* Resolved, That no select militia man shall be called 
into actual service for more than one year :” 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed to 
the committee last appointed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill transferring, for a 
limited time, the jurisdiction of suits and offences 
from the District to the Circuit Court of New 
Tlampshire, and assigning certain duties in respect 
to invalid pensions to the Attorney of the said 
District; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Irvine, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to encourage the recruiting service; 
which was twice read, and committed. 


Tuxspay, March 25, 

An engrossed bill transferring, for a limited time, 
the jurisdiction of suits and oltences from the Dis- 
trict to the Circuit Court of New Hampshire, and 
assigning certain duties in respect to invalid pen- 
sions, to the Attorney of the said District, was read 
the third time, and passed. 

A memorial of sundry merchants in the towns 
of Norfolk and Portsmouth, in the State of Vir- 
ginia, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was 
presented to the House and read, praying an ex- 
tension of the term of credit allowed by law for 
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the payment of the duties imposed on articles the 
growth or manufacture of the West India Islands, 
imported into the United States. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to the committee appointed to report whether any, 
and what, alterations or amendments are, in their 
opinion, necessary to the act, entitled “An act to 
regulate the collection of the dutics imposed by 
law on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels ;” that they do examine the matter there- 
of, and report the same, with their opinion there- 
upon, to the House. 

Ordered, That the petitions of Thomas Gar- 
ney and others, fishermen, employed in the fish- 
ing trade in the town of Marblehead, in the State 
of Massachusetts; and of William Knight and 
others, owners of fishing vessels, employed in the 
said town of Marblehead, which lay on the table, 
be referred to Mr. Lyman, Mr. WinGate, and Mr. 
Horren; that they do examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House, 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


The two Letters which I now forward to Congress, 
were written by a Consul of the United States, and 
contam information which will probably be thought to 
require some pecuniary provision. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep STATES, Murch 25, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordercd to be referred to Mr. Lee, Mr. Kirrexa, and 
Mr. Pace; that they do examine the matter therc- 
of, and report the same, with their opinion there- 
upon, to the House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have agreed to the conference de- 
sired by this House, on the subject-matter of the 
amendments depending between the two Houses 
to the bill, entitled “An act to provide for the 
erecting and repairing of arsenals and magazines, 
and for other purposes;” and have appointed ma- 
nagers at the said conference on their part. The 
Senate have also passed a bill, entitled “ An act 
to authorize the PRESIDENT or THE UNITED States, 
in certain cases, to alter the place for holding a 
session of Congress.” 

On a motion made and seconded, that the House 
do come to the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That provision be made by law to pro- 
hibit, for a term not exceeding -— days, all trade 
from the United States to the American Territories, or 
dependencies of any European nation. 

“To prohibit, for a like term, the exportation of all 
articles, the growth or product of the West Indies, out 
of the United States; and to provide that no ship or 
vessel be cleared out from any port or district within the 
United States, till bonds, with sufficient surety, be given 
to the proper officer of the Customs, in a sum equal to 
the whole value of the cargo on board such ship or ves- 
sel, conditioned that the same shall not be landed at 


cates of the landing at some other place be produced 
in a given time. 

“That the President of the United States be author- 
ized to take off the said prohibitions, if the Legista- 
ture shall not be in session; and that he be further au- 
thorized, at any time during their next recess, to lay an 
embargo on the ships or vessels of the United States, 
or on any foreign ships or vessels in the porta or har- 
bors of the United States, or both; and to prohibit the 
exportation of any of the products of the United States, 
or of any other goods, wares, or merchandise, to such 
Kingdom or Country as he may judge necessary: Pro- 
vided, That such embargo shall not continue for a long- 
er term than at any one time.” 


Ordered, That the said resolution be commit- 
ted toa Committee of the Whole House immedi- 
ately. 

The House, accordingly, resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the said reso- 
lution; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had the 
said resolution under consideration, and made an 
amendment thereto; which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House. 

And then the said resolution, being fusther 
amended at the Clerk’s table, was, on the question 
put thereupon, agreed to by the House, as follows: 


“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That an embargo be laid on all ships and 
vessels in the ports of the United States bound to any 
foreign port or place, for the term of thirty days, and 
that no clearances be furnished during that time to any 
ship or vessel bound to such foreign port or place, ex- 
cept ships or vessels under the immediate directions of 
the President of the United States; and that the Pre- 
sident of the United States be authorized to give such 
instructions to the Revenue Officers of the United 
States, as shall appear best adapted for carrying the 
said resolution into full effect,” 


Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
examine and report a state of facts, with their 
opinion thereupon, relative to a settlement made 
by the State of North Carolina, for certain claims 
against the United States, and paid by her to indi- 
viduals of that State, which it is suggested would 
have been allowed under the act of the twenty- 
seventh of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-one, entitled “ An act providing for the 
settlement of the claims of persons under particular 
circumstances, barred by the limitations heretofore 
established,” if they had been presented by the in- 
dividuals themselves. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hniuovse, Mr. Buount, and 
Mr. Irvixe, be a committee, pursuant to the said 
resolution. 


Wenpnespay, March 26. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to authorize the Presipenr or THE UNITED 
Srares, in certain cases, to alter the place of hold- 


any of the places prohibited by law; and that certifi- | ing a session of Congress,” was read twice, and 
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committed to a committee of the Whole House | Liam SyirH, Mr. Bensamin Bourne, Mr. Grove, 
immediately. Mr. Orr, Mr. Mapison, Mr. Batpwis, Mr. CHRISTIE, 
The House resolved itself into the said Com- | Mr. Fitzstuons, Mr. Boupixor, Mr. Warts, Mr. 
mittee; and, after some time spent thercin, the | Tacy, Mr. Iskaru Suira, Mr. Ames, Mr. GILMAN, 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had the | and Mr. Latimer. 
said bill under consideration, and made no amend-j [In the debate on the above resolution, Mr. 
ment thereto. Thesaid bill was then read the third | Pace objected to such application, as being 
time and passed. more exceptionable than even a direct call on the 
Mr. Tracy, from the committee to whom was | Secretary for a report on the Ways and Means, 
recommitted the bill to establish the Post Office | according to a former practice of the House; for, 
and Post Roads within the United States, reported | although he looked upon such application (and 
an amendatory bill; which was twice read, and | more than once had told the House so) as uncon- 
committed. stitutional—being in fact a call on the Executive 
A message from the Senate informed the House, | to originate a subject which the Constitution for- 
that the Senate have agrecd to the resolution of | bids even the Senate to originate —and viewed it 
this House for laying an einbargo on all ships or |as an abandonment of the trust reposed in that 
vessels in the ports of the United Stales, bound to | House by the Constitution; and as establishing a 
any foreign port or place, for the term of thirty | dangerous precedent, which might, in time, ren- 
days, with an amendment; to which they desire | der the very existence of that House unnecessary ; 
the concurrence of this House. since it might appear, that an officer appointed by 
The louse proceeded to consider the said amend- | the Presipent, with the consent of the Senate, 
ment, and the same being read, was agreed to. and removable by the Presmwent alone, had done 
A message from the Senate informed the House, | all the essential business of the House of Repre- 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An | sentatives; notwithstanding I view such applica- 
act limiting the time for presenting claims for de- | tion to the Secretary in this light, said he, I had 
stroyed certificates of certain descriptions,” with | rather it should be made by the House than by a 
several amendments; to which they desire the | committee directed to receive it; for, if the Secre- 
concurrence of this House. tary’s Report be laid before this House in the first 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of the | instance, it may be supposed to meet with that 
Whole House on the bill making certain alterations | unbiassed examination, which gentlemen tell us 
in the act for establishing the Judicial Courts | this House is capable of giving it; but if it is to 
of the United States, and altering the time and | be ushered in, with the solemnity of such a re- 
place of holding certain Courts; and, after some | spectable introduction as that which a committee 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and re-| of fifteen members must give it; and is also to be 
ported progress. supported by the vote and recommendation of that 
Mr. Ler, from the committee to whom was re- | committee, which, too, from the Parliamentary 
ferred the Message from the Paestpent or Tue | usage of opponents of the committees, ought to be 
Unirep States, of the twenty-fifth instant, cn | composed of members who had moved for, and sup- 
closing two Letters from Fulwar Skipwith, Con- | ported the motion for calling on the Secretary 
sul of the United States at Martinique, made a| for his opinion, (and members have already de- 
report; which was read, and ordered to lie on the | clared, that they look upon him as the only per- 
table. son qualified to direct their judgment in a ques 
Ordered, That a committee be appointed to | tion concerning finance,) it must be evident that 
bring in a bill for continuing and regulating em- | every objection which has ever becn made to re- 
bargoes in the United States, and that Mr. Dexren, | ceiving such reports from the Secretary of the 
Mr. Murray, and Mr. Goopuug, be the said com- Treasury must be doubly increased. If we have 
mittee. found it extremely difficult to get rid of some of 
Mr. Hearn, from the committee appointed to his ways and means, when unaided by a commit- 
inquire whether any, and what, alterations or tee, much more difficulty should we have to en- 
amendments are, in their opinion, necessary to the counter, if it should be necessary to attack those 
act, entitled “An act to enable the officers and; plans when aided by their powerful support. T 
soldiers of the Virginia line, on Continental Esta- | wish to leave our committee to the exercise of 
blishment, to obtain titles to certain lands lying | their own unbiassed judgments; and trust, if they 
Northwest of the river Ohio, between the Little should want information, they will know where to 
Miami and Sciota,” made a report; which was read, | apply for it; and I have no doubt that the Secre- 
and ordered to be committed to a Committce of the | tary of the Treasury will furnish such as they may 


a 


Whole House to-morrow. think proper to ask for; but, as for his systems of 
finance, it is enough that he is authorized by the 
PUBLIC CREDIT. law, (so often appealed to,) to prepare and lay 


Resolved, That a committee, consisting of fif- | them before Congress; but it is too much to re- 
teen members, be appointed to inquire whether | quire of him to do that which is the Constitutional 
any, or what, further or other revenues are neces- | business of this House; especially, too, when so 
sary for the support of public credit ; and if further | much has already been required of him: leave 
revenues are necessary, to report the ways and; him at liberty to attend fully to the inquiries 
means: which your other committee has been directed to 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Wu-! call for. I confess, sir, I never discovered any 
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advantages which could be derived from any of his 
Reports to this House, as to systems of finance, or 
of Ways and Means; indeed, those of the form- 
er which we have adopted, were unnecessarily 
complicated, and by no means adapted to the ge- 
nius and interest of our infant Republic; and, per- 
haps, some of the latter were as exceptionable. 
When applied to, at the last session, for the means 
of raising about forty thousand dollars, the Secre- 
tary reported, that it was necessary to lay a tax of 
one dollar on every wheel of certain carriages, and 
the same tax on certain horses; and extraordi- 
nary as this proposition was, but for a circum- 
stance which interrupted the subject, it was ina 
fair way of being pressed upon the House, instead 
of recommending an additional tonnage, or a sale 
of Jands belonging to the United States—a sure and 
adequate resource—the most obvious means of 
raising, not only that sum, but almost any sum we 
can want. ‘The Secretary resorted, to the astonish- 
ment of many of our constituents, to the strange 
means just mentioned. Sir, I think that, without 
the Secretary's assistance, the committee may, in 
a single day, devise the necessary ways and means. 
But, if that all-wise, only skillful financier, must 
be resorted to, let us call for his aid, let us receive 
his report here, and not say, that it is from a spirit 
of accommodation, now proposed, that our commit- 
tee shall call for one, and lay it before this House— 
for this mode of introducing a report, of such a na- 
ture, surely cannot be called accommodating it,to 
the wishes of those who object to such reports, 
when unaided by the influence and weight of a 
committec.] 


Tuurspay, March 27. 


A memorial of sundry merchants, mariners, and 
others, citizens of the towns of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth, and of the county of Norfolk, in the State 
of Virginia, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that Congress will adopt such measures 
as, in their wisdom, may be deemed most expedi- 
ent and effectual to obtain redress for the vexa- 
tions and spoliations committed on the commerce 
of the United States, by the subjects of Great 
Britain, under the authority of that Government, 
and by the citizens and subjects of other foreign 
countries. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole IIouse on the 
State of the Union. 

Mr. Harrier, from the managers appointed on 
the part of this House to attend the conference 
with the Senate on the subject-matter of the 
amendments depending between the two Houses 
to the bill entitled “An act to provide for the 
erecting and repairing of arsenals and magazines, 
and for other purposes,” made a report. Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That, instead of the amendments pro- 
posed by the Senate to the first section of the said 
bill, the said first section be amended, by striking 
out from the word “stores,” in the second line, to 
the word “ Provided,” in the eighth line, and in- 
serting, in lieu thereof, the words following, to 


wit: “ There shall be established, under the direc” 
tion of the Presipent or THE Unitep States, three 
or four arsenals, with magazines, as he shall judge 
most expedient, in such places as will best accom- 
modate the different parts of the United States; 
either or both of the arsenals heretofore used at 
Springfield and Carlisle to be continued as part of 
the said number, at his discretion.” 

Resolved, That this House doth disagree to the 
amendments to the third and sixth sections of the 
said bill. 

Resolved, That this Iouse doth agree to all the 
othcr amondments to the said bill. 


NATIONAL DEFENCE. 


Mr. Sepcwicr, from the committee to whom it 
was referred to report the means of rendering the 
force of the United States more efficient, made a 
report; which was read, and ordercd to be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole on the State of 
the Union. 

The report is as follows: 


The Committce to whom it was referred to report the 
means of rendering the force of the United States 
more efficient, after mature and deliberate considera- 
tion, have unanimously agreed to report to the House 
the following resolutions as proper to be adopted: 


1. Resolued, That effectual measures ought to be 
adopted to complete the present Military Establish- 
ment of the United States, and that provision ought to 
be made that the same may be kept full. 

2. Resolved, Than an additional corps of artillery, not 
to exceed eight hundred men, officers included, and also 
including one Chief and four Assistant Engineers, ought 
to be raised, for garrisoning the fortifications which are, 
or may be, erected for the defence of the sea coasts. 

8. Resolved, That the President be authorized and 
empowered to call on the Executives of the several 
States to take effectual measures, as soon as may be, 
to organize and hold in readiness to march, at a mo- 
ment’s warning, eighty thousand effective Militia, (offi- 
cers included.) to be apportioned tu the States, respect- 
ively, in proportion to the whole number of white in- 
habitants, that is to say— 


Georgia - <= - 1,833 
South Carolina - - - 2,550 
North Carolina - - - 4,331 
Kentucky - - - 1,582 
Virginia - - - - 11871 
Maryland - - - - 5418 
Delaware - - - - 1,256 
Pennsylvania - - - 10.768 
New Jersey - - 4,318 
New York - - - "91 
Vermont - - - 2,129 
Connecticut - - - 5,881 
Rhode Island - - - 1,697 
Massachusetts - - - 11,885 
New Hampshire - - - 8,544 

Total - - - - 80,000 


Which detachment of Militia shall be officered out 
of the present Militia officers, or others, at the option 
and discretion of the Constitutional authority of the 
States, respectively, 

4. Resolved, That any independent corps of cavalry, 
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artillery, or infantry, may be accepted as part of 
the said detachment of Militia, provided they shall vol- 
untarily engage, and provided the same shall be 
deemed eligible by the President. 

5. Resolved, That the President be desired to request 
the Executives of the several States to take effectual 
care that the men detached as aforesaid be armed and 
equipped according to law. 

6. Resolucd, That provision ought to be made, by 
law, for organizing and raising a military force, under 
the authority of the Government of the United Statea, 
to consist of —— rank and file, with the proper offi- 
cers, to serve for the term of —— yeara, or during a 
war which may break out between the United States 
and any foreign European Power ; and that the Presi- 
dent be authorized to take the measures necessary for 
raising the same: Provided, That uo such measures be 
takeu by the Executive until war shall be actually 
commenced between the United States and some fo- 
reign European Power. 


SEQUESTRATION OF BRITISH DEBTS. 


Mr. Dayton submitted the following resolu- 
tions: 

“ Resolved, That provision ought to be made, by law, 
for the sequestration of all the debts due from the citi- 
zens of the United States to the subjects of the King 
of Great Britain. 

“ Resolved, That provision ought, in like manner, to 
be made for securing the payment of all such debts into 
the Treasury of the United States, there to be held as 
a pledge for the indemnification of such of the citizens 
of the said States as shall have suffered from the ships 
of war, privateers, or from any person, or description 
of persons, acting under the commission or authority of 
the British King, in controvention of the Law of Na- 
tions, and in violation of the rights of neutrality. 

Ordered, That the said resolutions be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House immedi- 
ately. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into said 
Committee. 

Mr. Darron then rose in support of his proposi- 
tions. When he brought them forward he did not 
accompany them, (he said,) with many observa- 
tions, because he was then laboring under indis- 
position, The same cause would render him very 
concise now. ° 

The injuries and insults we have suffered from 
Great Britain, he conceived, need not be dwelt 
upon, They are well known, and it is universal- 
ly acknowledged that we ought to adopt such 
measures as would screen us from a repetition of 
them, and secure to us reparation. The resolu- 
tions he had brought forward he intended as part 
of that system of defence and preservation, other 
portions of which had already received the sanc- 
tion of the House. These resolutions, he con- 
ceived, would not be the least efficient part of that 
system. 

He believed that, when the conduct of Great Bri- 
tain is reviewed, it would be found that it is trea- 
ting their subjects with great lenity to speak of se- 
questration only; we should be warranted in con- 
fiseating, for thcy have subjected our property to 
condemnation, without an appearance of an inten- 
tion to indemnify. 

As to restitution of the property of which we 


have been plundered on the high seas, it is im- 
possible. It is condemned, sold, and scattered, and 
no hope can be entertained that they intend to in- 
demnify our suffering citizens. If it had been their 
intention Lo indemnify, their Conrt, in explanation 
of the instruction of the 6th of November, would 
not have given orders to condemn vessels detained 
in suspense in the West Indies until that elucida- 
tion was received. 

Since, then, restitution is impossible, and not a 
shadow of hope exists that indemnification will be 
granted: we have only to determine whether we 
shall give up the property of which we have becn 
plundered, or claim it with effect—claim it, and en- 
force the claim, by showing that we have the means 
of retaliation within our power. 

After the proceedings of the British towards us, 
he believed, we should have been warranted in 
confiscating the property now proposed to be se- 
questered, without negotiation. This would have 
been meting to them as they meted to us. If se- 
questration is hostility, ag he had heard it called, 
what, he asked, is condemnation? Besides, they 
have impressed American citizens into their ser- 
vice. We have reason to believe, (he concluded by 
remarking,) from the negotiation of our Minister 
with Lord Grenville, from private information on 
the tables of Congress, and from the conduct of 
some of their officers high in command, that to 
make war on us is part. of their system. 

Mr. S. Surra said he always had wished for 
peace, as the first desideratum. With this view, 
agreeably to the wise recommendation of the Pre- 
SIDENT, he agreed to those measures calculated to 
put the country in a posture of defence. This 
was the best mode of securing peace. With the 
same view, he proposed an embargo to be laid, 
which would have drawn to our ports the remain- 
der of our maritime possessions, and have left 
them no longer within the grasp of a nation whose 
only rule of right is the measure of her power. 
He still wished, as long as a shadow of hope ex- 
ists, to secure the blessings of peace. With the 
resolutions now offered, he was of opinion that we 
might yet have peace; but, without them, we shall 
certainly have war. They will arrest twenty 
millions of dollars in our hands, as a fund to re- 
imburse the three or four millions which we have 
been stripped of by that piratical nation, Great 
Britain, according to the instructions of that King 
of Sea Robbers—that Leviathan, which aims at 
swallowing all that floats on the ocean—that mon- 
ster, whose only law is power, and who neither 
respects the rights of nations nor the property of 
individuals! This character the nation he had 
mentioned had long deserved. Many proofs might 
be cited in support of the assertion. He would 
only refer to their concuct af St. Eustatia, when 
they robbed thcir ailies, the Dutch, and their Ge- 
nerals and Admirais turned vendue-masters, and 
conducted the plundering, to collect rewards for 
their exploits. Is it from such a nation (he asked) 
that we arc to hope for justice? They know not what 
justice is, It is said that they showed their love 
of justice when they so liberally compensated the 
Tories after their war with us. Though they de- 
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spise traitors, yet self-interest will lead them to 
reward the treachery, to encourage a principle 
which may again be useful to them. Self-interest, 
then, and not justice, actuated them on that as on 
every other occasion. 

Let us pass the resolutions, then send an Envoy 
to Great Britain, and we shall have peace. We 
shall then be able to speak to them of their inte- 
rest. But if war should be the inevitable issue, 
Americans, he was sure, would meet it like men, 
rather than submit to insult and suffer the honor 
of the country to be prostrated. 

If we were able, while in infancy as a nation, to 
assert our rights, will it be said, that, now we have 
arrived at a state of manhood, we shall fear them? 
No! Our young men burn for an opportunity to 
defend the liberty, rights, and property of their 
country. They will step out as one, and meet the 
event like men. 

He read a quotation from Vattel, to show that 
a nation has aright to pay her citizens for losses 
inflicted by another nation, contrary to right, by 
confiscating the property belonging to the citizens 
of that nation. The tie of interest, he concluded 
by remarking, is the strongest tie we have upon 
Great Britain. Let us pass the resolutions, and 
that nation will never again give us cause to pass 
similar ones. The people out of doors will say that 
we have done right. The nations of Europe will 
rejoice to sec this Power, which is committing de- 
predations on all nations humbled. The resolutions, 
he observed, do not regard the property in the 
funds. To touch this is not one of the means of 
retaliation warranted by the Law of Nations. Pub- 
lic contracts should be sacred. 

Mr. Bounpinor said, he had not intended to take 
part in the debate at this early stage of it; but 
what had fallen from the member last up, con- 
vinced him that the House should not go into a 
consideration of the subject at this time. It should 
be considered with coolness, and all passions put 
out of the question. 

No doubt we have a right to make reprisals, as 
the Legislature has a right to declare war; but he 
doubted whether the United States, in their pre- 
sent situation, would find it their interest to go 
into such measures. The authority read from 
Vaitel by the member last up, he observed, made 
against that member’s opinion. Vattel expressly 
says that reprisals should not be made on property 
intrusted to public faith. The debts of British 
subjects here are in that predicament. He had 
heard that gentleman, not long since, with plea- 
sure, cxpatiate with warmth on the advantages 
of credit, especially to this country. Should that 
credit be destroyed, (he asked,) by destroying the 
confidence of foreigners in our faith? But, even 
if this retaliation is lawful, will it be the interest 
of the citizens, or rather of the Government, to 
take such a step at the present time? We have 
no doubt been cruelly treated; but have we made 
proper application for redress, and received an 
answer? We should first send a special Envoy, 
and insist on an immediate answer. This would 
be the mode of sccuring peace; at least, it offers 
the best chance of securing it. 


(H. 


The aggressions on our commerce made by 
Great Britain are no doubt enough to rouse any 
American’s feelings; but the Legislature ought 
not to be swayed hy passions; they should discuss 
the subject calmly and deliberately. He hoped 
the Committee would rise and allow time, at least, 
to take the necessary measures of defence; for, 
could the Legislature justify to their constituents 
this step of retaliation, should immediate hostili- 
ties, warlike hostilities, be the consequence? To 
justify a measure of this kind time should be given 
for the defensive system adopted to be carried into 
operation. 

Mr. Mercer next spoke. He owned the mea- 
sures proposed appeared to him great and mo- 
mentons, and, had he any powers of declamation, 
he should think it improper to give loose to them 
on a question of this kind. We should weigh well 
our interest, examine carefully the situation in 
which we stand, and determine calmly where we 
shall place our next step. The proposition is to 
arrest, not to confiscate, the debts due to British 
subjects. From his recollection of the positions 
eslablished by the best jurisprudence writers, no 
doubt remained in his mind that we have a clear 
right to secure to ourselves reparation in that way, 
and, in our predicament, confiscation even would 
be warranted, and by a point as firmly established 
as any principle which has the general practice of 
nations for a basis. 

One of the latest writers on National Law, 
(Binkershoek) is of opinion that debts are proper- 
ty, as well as anything else, and sees no reason 
why they should not, as well as other kinds of 
property, be seized to secure indemnity for inju- 
ries. This is the opinion of Wolfius, of Vattel, 
Grotius, and of his commentators. He could go 
on with a long list of authorities, and refer to ac- 
tual treaties to show that it has been the practice 
of nations. Ilaving established the right, he pro- 
ceeded to consider the expediency of the proposi- 
tions. Gentlemen, he hoped, did not wish that 
we should make a solemn declaration of war be- 
fore we acted. This is no longer the custom 
among nations. It would be a pompous display 
of candor which no longer exists. Has any nation 
in the present European war, premised their ope- 
rations by a declaration? No; their first step was 
to do all the injury in their power to their ene- 
mies. Then, we having taken what steps will 
best tend to our security, and give us the besi hold 
of our encmy, let us not, however, lose sight of a 
settlement by negotiation. Let us show mankind 
that peace is our first wish. When we are thus 
prepared, let us step forward to an amicable nego- 
tiation. Let us call on the Executive to send for- 
ward some proper person to the Court of Great 
Britain, to assure them that we have a high sense 
of the injury done us; that we havc it in our power 
to resent it, but wish to see the difference settled 
by receiving an indemnification. We shall thus 
make it their interest as well as duty to allow 
it. This he conceived to be the line of con- 
duct we should adopt, if we wished to preserve 
the Western Hemisphere from the seonrges that 
desolate the Old World. By some such measure 


539 


HISTORY -OF CONGRESS. » 


540 


H. or R} 


Sequestration of British Debts. 


{Marca, 1794. 


as: that proposed, we should make their motives 
for peace more weighty, and we should give assu- 
rances of our amicable disposition, by showing that 
all we wish is a just compensation. 

Ina matter of this kind, he was sensible of the 
danger of precipitation.. The best mode of arrest- 
ing the property proposed should be calmly weigh- 
ed. He believed that something like the proposi- 
tion made by Mr. Samira, of South Carolina, before 
the House resolved itself into a Committee—a stop 
to all transfers of British property—would be pro- 
per as a preliminary step. 

He concluded with some observations on the 
respect which nations, however weak, will com- 
mand from their superiors in strength, by showing 
that they will not suffer imposition, by joining 
heart and hand in defence of their rights. This 
spirit, he was sure, animates Americans, and now 
their power is better able to keep pace with that 
spirit than when we humbled that nation. At 
that time we were in our infancy—an infancy by 
no means thriving under the trammels of the mo- 
ther country—and, when they turned us adrift, 
and began their hostile spoliations, they carried 
with them all our means of defence; but now, 
thank Providence, we have. spirit and power to 
defend ourselves. If the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr, Suir] would modify his proposition, 
and make the term thirty days, it should have 
his assent in preference to that now before the 
Committee, 

Mr. Saura, of South Carolina, said, that the pro- 
position he had read before the House went into 
Committee was in the nature of an embargo. on 
debts, securing them from transfer until the neces- 
sity of sequestering them more plainly appeared. 
The proposition did not then appear to meet the 
wishes of the House. When the Committee should 
rise he would again bring it forward. The ques- 
tion now before the Committee is whether they 
will agree to a sequestration of British debts. 
He wished this object had not been coupled with 
the indemnification to our own citizens, because 
it is fairer to decide each question upon its own 
merits. That part of the resolutions which con- 
templates an indemnification may give a weight to 
the first part which it might not intrinsically de- 
serve. ` 

He made some observations on the propriety of 
cool deliberation on the present important subject. 
The passions should be banished, and calm reason 
more’ than ever courted. It requires all the wis- 
dom .of- the Legislative body now to combine our 
national-honour with our national safety. He had 
doubts on the propriety of the resolutions proposed, 
but acknowledged that the arguments used in their 
favor had great weight in his mind. If the situa- 
tion of this country be compared with that of 
other commercial. nations, the propriety of some- 
thing like the “present resolutions would appear 
more evident. When other commercial nations 
wish to quarrel with us, their navies enable them 
to seize our vessels, and:-we cannot retaliate in the 
sameway.. Then we must fiy to such means of 
retaliation as are in our power. If they take our 
property of onc description, and we cannot lay our 


hands upon the same kind, we must take any of 
theirs within our reach. This reasoning has, no 
doubt, great force; but the sacredness with which 
the modern-usages of nations has shielded debts, 
is a great bar to our proceeding in the present 
case. Contracts between individuals are now 
considered as out of the reach of Governments, 
and ‘it is the modern usage not to meddle with 
them. In the beginning of our late war, debts 
were not confiscated. The State of South Caro- 
lina, though -certainly not wanting provocation, 
while confiscating all other property, left debts 
untouched, under the idea that private contracts 
are sacred. But this, in a case of war, and urgent 
necessity, might be overlooked ; but if we are not 
in a state of war, perhaps meddling with private 
contracts might provoke it, Credit is certainly 
important to this country. We should consider 
how far the operation of the resolutions proposed | 
would give a shock to it. Besides, they might 
have a tendency to involve us in future wars. 
We shall yet long be under the necessity of re- 
ceiving certain supplies from Europe, and shall 
have debtors among us for those supplies. These 
debtors may at any time, when the burden weighs 
heavy, think of easing it by fomenting dissensions 
with the foreign creditor nation, in expectation 
that a confiscation of the debts may be an effect. 
It is true that, in such a case, they will not be ex- 
onerated. But it cannot be supposed that the Go- 
vernment to whom the debts would be transferred 
could prosecute the recovery of them with as much 
ardor as an individual. 

The gentleman last up had relied on the au- 
thority of ancient and modern jurists. Some 
among this class of writers warrant. putting pri- 
soners to. death—a principle which modern cus- 
tom has put a stop to, They also, it is true, war- 
rant the confiscation of debts; but Burlamagúi 
says this is not the practice of modern. nations. 
None, or very few trifling examples can be cited, 
he believed, of a departure from this principle, in 
modern times, among nations where commerce is 
cherished. This country depends on commerce, 
and credit is one of the means: by which‘ it flour- 
ishes; we should, then, not endeavor to weaken it. 
If we are once over the barrier, by trifling exten- 
sions of the principle, we may be carried to im- 
moderate lengths indeed. Some persons who are 
in favor of sequestering private debts, speak with 
horror of touching the public funds. For his part, 
he did not see much difference between confiscat- 
ing private and public debts. The object is the 
injury of an enemy, and to retaliate for injuries. 
Again: if we go to war with Great Britaia, it is 
probable we shall be involved with her allies, then 
will it be said, that we shall confiscate. what the 
Dutch lent us at a time of distress or since the 
peace. The Dutch have bought largely in our 
funds. The same principle will lead us to lay our 
hands upon that property. It will be difficult to 
draw a line, if we admit the principle. 

Under these impressions, if called upon to give 
his vote, he should now feel much embarrassment. 
It had been said that the adoption of the present 
resolutions would be a means of obliging Great 


541 
Marca, 1794.] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Sequestration of British Debts. 


542 
LH. or R. 


Britain to do us justice; that it would strike a 
terror among the subjects of that country, and 
make them clamorous for peace. It might, he 
feared, have a very different cffect, exasperate 
them, and unite the people with the Government 
against us. Some further forbearance on our part 
may separate them. It will convince the people 
of Great Britain thal we really wish for peacep 
and then, if war is the issue, the impression will 
be severely felt by that Government. We shall 
render the Administration very unpopular, and 
hasten its dismission for one more friendly to this 
country. He was of opinion this crisis was fast ap- 
proaching. 

Ile concluded by again adverting to his proposi- 
tions for preventing the transfer of British debts, 
which he hoped would be considered as a sufficient 
provision in the present exigency, and would give 
time to deliberate on further measures, and to watch 
the course of events in Europe, which, he believed, 
would have great influence upon the conduct of 
Great Britain towards us, and probably bring for- 
ward the change in the Administration of Great 
Britain. 

The Committee now rose and reported progress. 


Farivar, March 28. 


The Ilouso proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act limiting the time for presenting claims 
for destroyed certificates of certain descriptions.” 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said amendments be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House on 
Monday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have agrecd to the amendment pro- 
posed hy this Touse in lieu of the amendments of 
the Senate to the first section of the bill, entitled 
“ An act to provide for the erecting and repairing 
of arsenals and magazines, and for other purposes,” 
The Senate recede from their amendment, disagrecd 
to by this ITouse, to the sixth section, and insist on 
their amendment, disagreed to by this Honse, to 
the third section of the said bill. 

The House proceeded to reconsider the amend- 
ment of the Senate, disagreed to by this House, and 
insisted on by the Senate, to the third section of the 
bill, entitled “An act to provide for the erecting 
and repairing of arsenals and magazines, and for 
other purposes.” Whereupon, 

Resoleed, That this House doth recede from their 
disagreement to the said amendment. 

Tne following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatines * 

In the execution of the resolution of Congress, bear- 
ing date the twenty sixth day of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety four, and imposing an em- 
bargo, 1 have requested the Governors of the several 
States to eall forth the force of their Militia, if it should 
be necessary, for the detention of vessels. This power 
is conceived io be incidental to an embargo. 


Tt also deserves the attention of Congress how far 
the clearances from one district to another, under the 
law as it now stands, may give rise to evasions of the 
embargo. As one security, the Collectors have been 
instructed to refuse to receive the surrender of coasting 
licenses, for the purpose of taking out registers, and to 
require bond from registered vessels, bound from one 
district to another, for the delivery of the cargo within 
the United States. 

lt is not understood that the resolution applies to 
fishing vessels, although their occupations lie, generally, 
in parts beyond the United States, But, without fur- 
ther restrictions, there is an opportunity of their privi- 
leges being used as means of eluding the embargo. 

All armed vessels, possessing public commissions 
from any foreign Power, (letters of marque excepted,) 
are considered as not liable to the embargo. 

These circumstances are transmitted to Congress for 
their consideration. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unten States, March 28, 1194. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
committed to Mr. Dexter, Mr. Mcrray, and Mr. 
GOODALE. 


SEQUESTRATION OF BRITISH DEBTS, 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and took up 
Mr. Dayroy’s resolutions for the sequestration of 
debts duc to British subjects. 

Mr. Gites commenced his remarks by observ- 

ing that he had intended to have given a silent 
vote upon this question before the Committee, 
and probably should not have altered that inten- 
tion, if it had not been from the solicitous requests 
expressed yesterday by several gentlemen in the 
opposition that the favorers of the proposed mea- 
sure should furnish the Committee with the rea- 
sons upon which it was founded. Although it 
appeared to him to be rather unreasonable that 
some gentlemen should be expected, not only to 
possess reasons for their own opinions, but to fur- 
nish reasons for others; and, although he did not 
conceive that the favorers of the measure were 
under any obligation to disclose the reasons in- 
ducing it, provided they thought proper to hazard 
its fate upon a silent vote, yet he was willing to 
indulge the gentlemen with presenting to them 
the general course of reflection which the subject 
had produced in his mind, and which had strongly 
suggested its propricty. He had, however, a more 
powerful, inducement to disclosing his opinion, 
since the subject has become matter of discussion 
and its propricty doubted. 
The measure is deemed a bold one, and preg- 
nant with the most serious consequences; in all 
such cases, he was desirous that his responsibility 
to the United States in general, and to his inme- 
diate constituents in particular, would at all times 
be tested by the real motives which should influ- 
ence his conduct. 

Several gentlemen in the opposition had carn- 
estly admonished the Committee against the in- 
dulgence of their passions upon this subject, and 
recommended the exercise of cool and deliberate 
reasoning. He should not pretend to say how far 
such an admonition was necessary, or justified by 
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the temper of the Committee, but he believed itj for the French nation were addressed by the most 
applied as strongly to the gentlemen who sug- j| honorable and powerful considerations that ever 
gested the caution, as to these to whom it was ad- | existed between two nations. The peculiar simi- 
dressed ; and he hoped in the course of the future | larity between the existing French cause, and 
discussion, the gentlemen would show an example | that which had just given birth to American liber- 


in themselves of the precepts they had prescribed to 
others. 

As to himself, Mr. G. declared that, impressed with 
the awfulness of the present crisis, he had never re- 
flected upon a subject with more coolness; and, if 
he understood his own situation, his mind was never 
in a state more susceptible of conviction. 

The proposed measure is expected to eventuate 
in a final explanation of the relative state of things | 
between the United States and Great Britain. It 
wili probably result, therefore, in an open hostility, 
with the usual appeal to arms, or in a peace, with 
all the rights of neutrality attached to it. For this | 
purpose the resolution proposes a sequestration of 
the debts due to the subjects of Great Britain, to 
be held as a pledge for the indemnification of the 
losses sustained by American cilizens under the 
orders of the British King, in contravention of the 
Laws of Nations, and in violation of every rule of | 
morality and justice. In the course of debate, this 
subject scems to have resolved itself into two ques- 
tions, First, as it respects the right of one nation 
to sequester the property of the individuals of an- 
other in any possible case. Second, the policy of 
exercising this right at this time, under the exist- 
ing circumstances of the United States. 

He presumed that a state of things might exist 
between two rations in which reprisal would not 
only become the right but the duty to the nation 
sustaining the wrong. ‘This happens where one 
natien, without cause, forcibly seizes upon the 
effects of another, or ef its citizens, and withholds 
them without restitution or compensation, and 
when the nation, whose effects shall be so seized 
and detained, shall possess no other means of in- 
demnifivation. The right of reprisal in the injured 
nation, in suck a case, grows out of the injury sus- 
tained, and its inability to redress itself in any other 
way. 

The duty of the injured nation to make reprisals, 
is founded upon self-preservation ; and in case of the 
losses of its citizens, upon the promise of the pro- 
tection of preperty sacredly made by the nation to 
its individual members. 

This he believed to be the doctrine of the laws of 
aierality and reason, and he knew it to be the doc- 
trine of the Laws of Nations, which were, in fact, 
nothing more than the laws of morality and reason 
systcmatized and reduced to writing. 

Believing this principle to be a just one, he 
would apply to the existing state of things be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain. Al- 
most as soon as Great Britain had taken part in 
the iniquitious war against France, the Executive 
of the United States manifested their regard for 
peace, by proclaiming their existing state of neu- 
trality, and recommending to their citizens, not 
only the observance of neutrality, but of impartial 
neutrality—although the partiality of the Amer- 
ican people for the cause of France was ‘well | 
kuown—although, at that moment, their affections | 


ty and independence; the material agency which 
the French nation had exerted in bringing about 
that event; and the existing principles of Govern- 
ment here, the product of the Revolution, which are 
the great object of attack by the Combination 
against France. 

A pure and laudable regard for peace, and a de- 
testation of war, however, had overcome all these 
sensations, and produced a neutrality, which he 
believed, on the part of the United States, had 
been rigidly observed; at least, he was sure, that 
such was the intention of Government. In this 
state of things, Great Britain commenced an at 
tack upon this state of neutrality, which it was 
certainly her interest to preserve, and which she 
ought to have deemed a favor to obtain. Great 
Britain coutinued to keep possession of posts upon 
the acknowledged Territory of the United States, 
to carry on a contraband ‘trade with our savage 
enemy. She, shortly after our proclaimed neutral- 
ity proceeded to interrupt our lawful trade with our 
allies. She scized, condemned, and sanctioned, the 
complete transfer of the property of American citi- 
zens to her own subjects; and, as if there could be 
no limits to her iniquity and resentment, she has 
contrived to open upon our Eastern frontiers a bar- 
barous enemy to aid in making depredations upon 
our commerce. 

These acts constitute injuries which amount to 
war, and they are infinitely aggravated, both by the 
perfidy which attended the execution of some of 
them, and the total want of provocation for the 
commission of any of them. 

If, then, Great Rritain shall have committed 
acts towards the United States which furnish just 
cause of war, the United States possess the right, 
consistently with the Laws of Nations, to exercise 
any act towards Great Britain which would be 
justifiable in a state of war. The United States 
having received the injuries, are authorized to sc- 
lect such measures and means as they may decm 
the most expedient for self-preservation and in- 
demnification. Reprisal is within their power. 
All other means of redress are without their pow- 
er. In sucha state of things, reprisal is a rigui— 
reprisal is a duty. An objection, more plausible 
than solid, has been made to this course of reason- 
ing, that the individuals who will be the immedi- 
ate objects of the reprisal, have not been the im- 
mediate agents of the aggression. The Laws of 
Nations state, that the property of individuals is 
as much a subject of reprisal as the property of 
the ageressing nation; but, as the nation is the 
immediate agent in the wrong, the individual who 
sustains an injury thereby, becomes entitled to re- 
compense from his nation. The nation which 
commits the wrong, by this process, will ultimate- 
ly sustain the loss. Hence, in the present case, 
the innocent and unsuspecting victims of the Unit- 
ed States, have received losses from the lawless 
ageressions of Great Britin, and the question is, 


545 
Marcu, 1794.] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Sequestration of British Debts. 


546 
[H. or R. 


whether they shall finally sustain those losses, 
without any clear claim of indemnification upon 
the Government of the United States? Or, whe- 
ther the losses shall be transferred to British sub- 
jects, who will thereby possess the clearest claim 
for recompense, from the British Government ? 
He thought the laws of God, the laws of morality, 
the laws of reason, the Laws of Nations, would 
all pronounce that the British Government, which 
had done the wrong, should afford the recom- 
pense. 

Mr. G. said, that, if the losses were to be ulti- 
mately borne by the individual subjects of Great 
Britain, the remedy would seem to be a harsh one; 
but, even in that case, the only alternatives left to 
the United States would be to say, whcther their 
own citizens, to whom they have promised pro- 
tection, should finally sustain the losses, or the 
British subjects, to whom they have promised 
mo protection. But the situation of the indivi- 
duals, who may be the subjects of reprisal, is 
greatly meliorated, by the consideration of their 
just claim to recompense from their own Govern- 
ment; which he had no doubt but they would ul- 
timately obtain, if they were put into a situation 
to demand it; but if they should ultimately be 
denied justice, it would be a consolation to retlect, 
that it was the injustice of their own Government, 
not of the United States. 

He observed, that a reprisal, in the way pro- 
posed, stood upon the same ground as the invasion 
of the property, in every otber case did, and was 
justificd upon the same principle, to wit: Self- 
preservation. He presumed, if there existed an 
acknowledged state of war, letters of marque and 
reprisal, commissions to privateers, &c., would be 
deemed justifiable and expedient, and that no dis- 
crimination would be made between the property 
of individuals and the property of the nation ; yet, 
the invasion of the rights of property in that case, 
would be as palpable, as in the case of the reprisal 
proposed, with this aggravation ; that, in that case, 
the individual sustaining the loss would not be 
entitled to ultimate recompense from the Govern- 
ment—in the case proposed he would be entitled 
to recompense. He observed, that the British na- 
tion had not discovered this delicate discrimina- 
tion between national and individual property, in 
their late instructions given to their privaleers 
and ships of war, although they had sustained no 
wrong; and he thought their conduct an example 
in point for the United States, who had received 
the injury, and committed none. 

A gentleman [Mr. SMITI, of South Carolina] 
yesterday, attempted to make a distinction be- 
tween vessels at sea, and other property; although 
he acknowledged that, at the first blush, he could 
discern no distinetion in principle. 

Mr. G. said, that every species of property stood 
on the same principle—the promise made by the 
Government to afford protection to all property— 
the same rights are attached to every species of 
property, and the Government is bound to afford 
an equal security to all. A sentence read yester- 
day, by a gentleman, [Mr. S. SMTTH.]} from a wri- 
ter upon the Laws of Nations, clearly shows the 
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right of a nation to make reprisals upon all the 
effects of individuals of an aggressing nation in- 
discriminately, éxcept stock in the public funds; 
which has been exempted, under the idea of its 
being a pledge in the hands of Government; the 
withholding of which would be a breach of public 
faith. He believed that the practice and policy of 
some nations might have given rise to this dis- 
tinction, but he doubted whether the practice had 
been uniform and universal, and he was clear that 
there was no rational distinction in principle. 
The idea that the public funds are a pledge in the 
hands of Government, and ought not, therefore, to 
be touched, is equally applicable to every other 
species of property. In the case of contracts be- 
tween individuals, the Government guarantees 
the performance upon the refusal of one party to 
pay or comply. In the case of lands or personal 
chattels, the Government guarantees the exclu- 
sive enjoyment to the proprietor; it would be 
equally a violation of faith for the Government 
to deny its obligation in the one case, as in the 
other, and nothing could justify an invasion of the 
rights of pruperty, in any case, but self-preserva- 
tion—the first of all rights, and the highest of all 
duties. 

He positively denied that any pre-eminence was 
due to one species of property over another. He 
said, however, that this discussion was not imme- 
diately necessary, as the resolution under consider- 
ation did not embrace the stock in the funds of 
the United States. 

Mr. G. observed, that it had been said, and re- 
peated in the Committee, that the proposed mea- 
sure was war. Hoe denied that the measure in 
itself was war, or that it furnished a just cause of 
war. He believed, however, that it was problem- 
atieal whether it would eventuate in peace or 
war; indeed, he remarked, that the crisis of affairs 
is already such, that, whether the measure be 
adopted or not, he viewed war as a probable event, 
peace as a possible event; but the point he con- 
tended for was, that if the aggressions towards the 
United States be suflicicnt to justify reprisal, the 
exercise of the right does not furnish a just cause 
of war. The exercise of a right by one nation 
can never involve the absurd consequence of giving 
another nation the right to exercise a wrong. He 
said, that genilemen on one side of this question 
seemed to act upon an imaginary, instead of the 
rea] state of things. He was not, therefore, 
astonished at hearing the committee cautioned 
against the violation of neutrality. He did not 
conceive that the present state of things between 
the United States and Great Britain would justify 
the use of the term neutrality. Neutrality is a 
term used to signify the relation in which two na- 
tions stand towards cach other. Neutrality there- 
fore requires parties—either party may destroy 
the relation between the parties. It thercfore ap- 
peared absurd to him to say that Great Britain 
was in a state of depredation and war towards the 
United States, and the United States in a state of 
neutrality towards Great Britain. It has been 
said, that the United States have not abandoned, 
their nentrality ; this is true, hut it is no evidence 
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that neutrality exists. Great Britain has aban- 
doned it for them. 

He said, however, that this was disregarding 
the substance and entering into a mere cavil about 
names. lt was not material in his opinion, what 
name ought to be given to the existing relation of 
things between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain. Whether it was called a state of peace, a 
state of war, a state of neutrality, a state of repri- 
sal, a state of retortion, or a state of very uncivil 
conduct on the part of Great Britain. Nor did he 


' as a nation. 


duct, so much applauded, be applied to Great 
Britain and Holland. Great Britain destroys our 
trade, plunders our property, and, to her injuries, 
adds insult and contempt. Holland, engaged in 
the same cause, fosters.our trade, and respects us 
Under these circumstances, do gen- 
tlemen contend that an indiscriminate conduct is 
due to Great Britain and to Holland? Ordo they 
mean to carry this delicate indiscriminate conduct 
so far as to refuse to themselves all redress from 
one nation, because they would wish to deal out 


conceive it material to ascertain whether there | the same conduct to all others, whether they had 
were any intermediate stage between a state of| offended or not? He said, that discrimination 
peace and a state of war, or in which state the de- | was stamped in the front of the conduct of foreign 
predations of Great Britain should technically be | nations towards us, and to make an indiscriminate 
classed ; but one thing was certain and material— ‘return would be the worst and most unjust of all 


that the United States had sustained substantial ! 


wrongs, which required a substantial remedy. 
Gentlemen who have regarded names and disre- 
garded substances, have also been extremely alarm 


discriminations. He hoped gentlemen would par- 
don him, but he could not help thinking that they 
had carried their ideas upon this subject to the 
most fanciful absurdities. A gentleman [Mr. 


ed at the idea of a discrimination of conduct by! Smrtna, of South Carolina,} yesterday remarked, 


the United States towards foreign nations. 


A! that of late the condition of war had been much 


gentleman [Mr. Bocpixor] observed yesterday, | ameliorated as it regards the rights of property, 


that the United States had sustained injuries from 
France and Spain as well as Great Britain, and 
asked why there should be any discrimination in 
their favor? Mr. G. said he was extremely hurt 
that the conduct of France should be so unncces- 
sarily and unopportunely arraigned in that House. 
He submitted it to the gentlemen to say, if the 
United States should be compelled to enter into 
the war, which was at this moment not an im- 


and he thought the amelioration ought to be cx- 
tended rather than abridged. Mr. G. declared, 
that he heartily joined him in his wishes that the 
condition of war would ere long be atncliorated, 
both as it regards property and persons. Ie hoped 
that mankind would soon Jearn inore wisdom than 
to butcher each other for the amusement or se- 
curity of the privileged orders of the world. From 
that source he believed all wars arosc, and until 


probable event, why then it would be wise to irri- | the cause was banished from the earth, he feared 
tate the only nation in the world who could afford ; the fatal effects resulting from it would continue 


them any substantial assistance? He said that 
this conduct was the less justifiable, from the re- 
collection that the conduct of France was the re- 
sult of necessity, and that there was every reason 
to conclude that the conduct of that nation would 
be explained in a satisfactory manner. But a con- 
sideration mentioned by a gentleman [Mr. Smith, 
of Maryland,] yesterday, was a conclusive an- 
swer —the United States owe to France a pecu- 
niary obligation, as well as one of a more sacred 


to exist. He declared, that he should view the 
banishment of the privileged orders from the 
world as the surest harbinger of the approach of 
the Millennium. But this is not the happy period 
of the world; for, although the United States are 
free from this pest of the human specics in their 
internal organization, yet the evils they at this 
moment experience arise from their external in- 
tercourse with that part of the world which is less 
fortunate. The attack made on the United States 


nature. This is at all times sufficient for their | at this moment, is an attach upon property If 
indemnification. With respect to Spain, if the; there should be a war between the United States 
gentleman would show the injury sustained, and | and Great Britain, it will be a war of property. 
poiut out a fund for indemnification, Mr. G, de- Unless there should be a species of madness in the 
clared he would not hesitate a moment to apply it; nation not to be calculated upon, they cannot think 
to that object. | of invasion and subjugation. It is known that the 

But will the gentleman conclude, that because one United States cannot make an attack upon Great 
nation has injured us, in a degree against which we | Britain, and territory and conquest with them are 
have no redress, that therefore we shall not indem- | no objects. Hence the war will be confined to 
nify ourselves from a nation which has injured us ' depredations upon property. This is the most 
in the extreme, and against which we have the | dishonorable species of warfare, and therefore the 
most ample redress ? ! more to be regretted. ‘There is this obvions dis- 

He believed the gentleman’s coolness, his wis- tinction, however, between the United States and 
dom, and his deliberation, could not possibly lead | Great Britain. .With Great Britain, at least with 
him to such a result. With respect to discrimina- ; the privileged orders, it is matter of choice; with 
tion in the conduct of the United States towards | the United States, 1t 1s matter of compulsion. The 
foreign nations, it necessarily grew out of the | United States despise this mode of warfare; they 
character of the conduct of other nations towards | covet not the property of any nation upon earth, 
the United States. Some gentlemen appeared to! but sclf-preservation demands it. They are under 
him to have carried their ideas upon this subject | the strong hand of a powerful nation, despising 
to the most fanciful absurdities. To keep France | their rights, and regardless of justice. In this state 
out of the comparison, let this indiscriminate con- ! of things, there is but little hope of strengthening 
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the sacred ties of property ; for, in the example of 
Great Britain, her lare conduct can furvish no 
consolation for these theoretie speculations; and 
however the United States might be inclined to 
practise upon them, yet the British depredations 
will forbid them—for submission will be an invi- 
tation to new acts of aggression. He most ar- 
dently wished the state of things were otherwise ; 
but, exposed to these inconveniences, the most 
effectual means ought to be adopted for their re- 
Slstance. 

Mr. G. proceeded to observe, that. having shown 
the right of reprisal to be coufurmable to the Laws 
of Nations, and clearly justifed by the existing 
relation of things between the United States and 
Great Britain, he would now submit a few re- 
marks upon the policy of exercising the right at 
this time. Under the existing circumstances of the 
United States, he thought the policy of the mea 
sure was recommended by the clearest and most 
obvious principles. The relation of things between 
the United States and Great Britain is such as to 
demand a final and unequivocal explanation, whether 
the proposed measure be adopted or not. In all 
parts of this Committee, in all parts of the United 
States, a definite explanation is called for. The 
present state of things between the two nations 
cannot long exist. 

It is to be hoped that the tone of language to be 
used by the United States will be adjusted to the 
nature of the injuries they have sustained. Ac- 
quiescence and submission are no longer recom- 
mended. Hence, matters are already reduced to 
‘extremities, and all the irritations already exist 
which ean grow out of an extreme state of things. 
The proposed measure can add nothing to these 
irritations, The question therefore appears to be 
reduced to this—whether, in demanding an ex- 
planation and attempting negotiation, we shall use 
all the means in our power to compel a favorable 
issue? Or whether we shall tamely supplicate 
for justice, and suffer the most effectual means of 
compulsion to elude our grasp? He did not mean 
here to recapitulate the conduct of Great Britain 
towards us; he hoped it was sufficiently impressed 
upon the mind of every gentleman in the Com- 
mittee; but, after the recent experience of her 
conduct, it would be madness, it would be folly, to 
address our complaints to her justice or modera- 
tion. He thought it would be wise to lay hold of 
everything iu our power, and hold it as a pledge 
for her good behaviour, This measure would put 
us in the best possible situation for negotiation. It 
would authorize an appeal to her interest, which 
she could not resist. He begged the Committee 
to reflect upon the argument which had been used 
here to prevent a late measure which had been 
adopted, and which had been renewed upon the 
present resolution, that a great value in property, 
belonging to the citizens of the United States was 
in the power of the Brilish, and that any counter- 
acting measures would place it in extreme hazard. 
This seemed to him to have been the most pre- 
vailing argument which had been urged, and for 
some time was irresistible. If, then, the argument 


with how much more force will it be applied in 
Great Britain, when they find that the property of 
the individuals of that nation is placed in jeopardy 
here, and that it greatly exceeds in value the 
whole of the property which they have infamously 
detained and condemned? Besides, if, in the event 
of a war, it should be a war of property, as is 
every where contemplated, Great Britain will find 
that the war will be commenced upon very une- 
qual terms. Viewing this measure, therefore, as 
to its probable tendency to peace or war, he 
thought the probability greatly in favor of its pro- 
ducing peace. When Great. Britain shall find that 
she is entering into a contest. upon unequal terms, 
when she shall find that it may terminate in a 
permanent loss of the advantages of her commerce 
with the United States, when she shall see before 
her a precipice, into which if she should once 
enter she never ean return, she would pause before 
she acted, she would take time to count the pro- 
bable loss and gain, and peace would be the infal- 
lible consequence of such deliberate calculations. 
This measure will convince Great Britain that the 
United States possess a knowledge of their rights, 
a confidence in their ability, and a determination in 
their disposition to assert and support them. 

A gentleman (Mr. Smrra, of South Carolina,] 
observed yesterday, that a pacific system would 
probably attach the people of Great Britain to the 
United States, and detach them from their own 
Government, The gentleman ought to recollect, 
that a pusillatfimous conduct will not. It is with 
nations as it is with individuals—to be respected 
by others, they should respectsthemselves. The 
same gentleman remarked, that a change of Min- 
istry might be expected, and advised waiting for 
the event. The idea is as undignified as it is 
chimerical. 

Mr. G. said, he knew nothing of the change of the 
Ministry—the principle was unknown here. The 
people here were their own Governors. It was 
immaterial to them who the Minister was. Even 
in the country where the people were less fortu- 
nate, where Ministers govern, a change of Minis- 
ters never produced any solid advantage to the 
nation. It was merely an expedient of the mo- 
ment, to smother a popular clamor. But, even 
proceeding upon the gentleman’s hypothesis, which 
Mr. G. thought wholly inadmissible, he submitted 
to the gentleman to determine, whether a positive 
submission by forcigners to the avaricious regula- 
tions of a Minister, be the most likely mean to 
render him unpopular at home? On the other 
hand, whether it was not the most effectual mcan 
of preserving his popularity, and of keeping him 
in office? He presumed the people at home 
would never complain of injuries abroad, if those 
who sustained them refused to complain. It is 
but by resistance, and throwing the burden upon 
the people of England, that they can be brought 
to complain. But in cases of such extremities as 
the present, all appeals to the people of England 
are futile and degrading. Our only resource should 
be in our own exertions. They would be abun- 
dantly sufficient, if we could be brought to be- 


shall have been applied with so much force here, i lieve it. 
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Mr. G. remarked, that the people of Ireland had 
lately afforded an instructing lesson upon this 
point, They had arms in their hands for the pur- 
pose of asserting their rights; under the idea of 
acquiescence and submission they had surrendered 
them to the Government; perhaps, under the ex- 
pectation of a change of Ministry. Did this act 
of submission render them more respectable in the 
eyes of the people of England? Did it encour- 
age the hopes of those who wished the establish- 
ment of Government upon the principle of equal 
rights? Did it not rivet the chains upon the peo- 
ple of England? Did it render the people of Ire- 
land more respectable in the eyes of the people of 
the United States? To these questions it was 
unnecessary to give an answer. The people of 
Ireland reaped the usual merits of submission— 
imposition and insult. 

There was another consideration strongly in fa- 
vor of the policy of the proposed measure. Ap- 
plications have been already made from different 
parts of the Uniled States by the immediate suffer- 
ers from the British depredations, for an indemnifi- 
cation of their losses. These applications will, pro- 
bably, be increased, repeated, and continued; the 


substantial right, he did not believe there could fow 
any consequential wrong. 

The motive would be looked at, and it would fur- 

nish a complete exoneration from blame, whilst the 
original aggressors would become justly responsible 
for all the consequences. 
1 Mr. G. said, he could not sit down without mak- 
jing some remarks upon the fruits of the conduet 
| heretofore observed by the United States. The 
| most pacific system has heretofore marked the 
character of the Government. All America looked 
upon the late proclamation of neutrality as a com- 
| petent guarantee for peace. He had no doubt but 
thal it was dictated by the purest regard for peace. 
But what have been the fruits of it? He did not 
mean to condemn the conduct of the Executive. 
Perhaps it was suggested by the then existing state 
of things. He only intended to show, that it had 
not met with the return it merited, and which was 
reasonably expected from it. 

It has not produced peace. A regard for peace 
has been construcd into a fear of war. <A resist- 
ance of the feelings of the people for the cause of 
Franee has been a palatable food for British arro- 
! gunce aud presumption. Submission to aggression 


agricultural and other interests of the United States , has invited new aggressions; appeals for justice 
will, probably, never consent to equalize this bur- | have been deemed testinionies of debility, till at 
den. The claims of the sufferers upon the Govern- | length the United States, after having been stripped 
ment will gain additional weight, unless this fund | of their citizens and property, are upon the eve of 
should be offered to them for their indemnification, | a war, because they have not exeried their rights at 
This is the obvious, the natural and the rightful | an earlier period. ‘If this conduct should have been 
fund for their indemnification; and’ Ke thought it | heretofore wise and pacific, experience has taught 
was, at least, the duty of the Government to hold | us that it is no longer so ; nothing can be expected 
it as a pledge for their security. lf this measure ; from the justice, the honor, or the moderation of a 
should not now be adopted, the refusal will lay a | Court, which has proved itself equally a stranger to 
foundation for further parties in the United States, | them all; but, betore such a tribunal, acquiescence 


which may ultimately have a serious effect upon the 
Government. 

An objection, of a very delicate and influential 
nature, has been made to the proposed measure, 
which required some consideration. That it wonld 
affect the character and credit of the Government. 
He had viewed this objection with the most deli- 


will beget injuries, injuries will beget insults, and 
insults will beget contempt and degradation, and 
war. 

Mr. Swrrt remarked that, on the first view of 
the subject, he had been inclined to favor the pro- 
position, not having attended minutely to the dis- 
tinction made by the Laws of Nations respecting 


berate attention, and felt the whole force of its|the property of an enemy liable fo reprisal; but 


imposing delicacy; but was at length perfectly 
satisfied that it was unfounded. ‘This objection 


on a full investigation of the subject, and mature 


| deliberation, he was convinced that. the proposition 


relates rather to the right than the policy of the | under consideration would be a direct and mani- 


United States to adopt the measure. If the Unit- 


fest violation of the Laws of Nations; he was, 


ed States possesses the right of reprisal upon an | therefore, clearly and decidedly opposed to its 


honest and sound interpretation of the Laws of | adoption. 


Nations; if the conduct of Great Britain towards 
the United States be sufficient to justify the ex- 
cess of the right, he believed the policy of exer- 
cising the right could never tarmish the American 
character, nor lessen the credit of American cili- 
zens hereafter. The World of Nations, as well as 


individuals, will easily see, that it was a measure of | 


compulsion, not of choice; that, although the 


United States believed, they regretted the necessity ; | 


that they were not the authors of the original 
wrongs; that they had borne them with patience, 


had used their endeavors to prevent the commission | and moderatio 
of them; and that, when these wrongs were com- | passion which 


Gentlemen have said much respecting 


i the insults and the injuries which we have reeeiv- 


ed from the British nation; but Mr, S. conceived 
it to be unnecessary that gentlemen should de- 
scribe their insults and injuries in the highest colors 
to inflame our passions, and to animate our resent- 
ment. He believed that every gentleman in the 
Committee deeply felt the indignity whieh had been 
offered to their country, and was convinced that 
Great Britain had been guilty of a violation of the 


| Laws of Nations; but, under such circumstances, 


it was our duty to conduet with coolness, candor, 
n. He thought that the heat and 
had been manifested in the course of 


mitted and repeated, the United States possessed no | the debate were inconsistent with that dignity and 


other means of redress. 


į propriety which ought to m 
Under ilese circumstances, in the exercise of a‘ 


ark the deliberations of 
the Legislature. 
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gular manner the order of the 6th of November, 
and the equivocal terms in which it was express- 
ed, was greatly to their dishonor. But he thought 


Mr. S. observed, that the conduct of the British | 
Court in regard to their concealing in such a sin- | 


ing parties for the payment of the debts; and that 
no Government could ever bave a right to violate 
a moral obligation, 'That, therefore, by the Law 
of Nations in all instances where property comes 
into the possession of a nation by a confidence re- 


that the words, legal adjudication, would fairly | posed in their honor and faith, as in case of pub- 


admit of a construction that no American vessel | lic or 


private debts, such property can never be 


that should be taken pursuant to that order, could | the subject of reprisal, because this would be to 


be liable to be condemned, unless warranted 
the Laws of Nations. There was reason to ap- 
prehend that such was the intention of the British 
Jabinet; and that the Courts of Admiralty in the 
West Indies, in their condemnations, had exceed- 
ed thcir jurisdiction, and contradicted the design 
of the Court of London. Recent intelligence con- 
firmed the idea. No information of these illegal 
transactions had yet been communicated to them. 
It was possible that when that Court were made 
acquainted with the injuries we had sustained 
that they would award restitution or compensa- 
tion. Mr. S. remarked that, by the Laws of Na- 
tions, no nation had a right to make reprisal for 
any injury till all other means of obtaining justice 
had failed; that it was our duty in the first place 
to represent to the Court of Great Britain, the 
spoliations that had been made on our commerce 
by the illegal condemnation of our vessels; that, till 
we had done this, the Laws of Nations would not 
warrant us to make reprisals on the goods and 
effects of the British nation. That there was a 
possibility of obtaining a satisfactory explanation 
of their conduct and reparation for the injuries 
we had suffered. It was, therefore, a proper sub- 
ject of negotiation. But, he said, if that nation 
will not do us justice, then we are authorized to 
make reprisals. 

Mr. S, then observed that, when we had taken 
such steps as would authorize reprisal, we should 
be precluded by the Laws of Nations from adopt- 
ing the proposition under consideration. He said 
that a gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Mercer] 
had yesterday asserted that Burlamaqui was the 
only authority among the writers on the Laws of 
Nations against the measurc; and that the opin- 
ion of Vattel was in favor of it. Another gentle- 
man from Maryland, [Mr. Smin] had read a 
passage from Vattel, which he considered as an 
authority in point, to justify the seizing of private 
debts; but not debts due from the public. But if 
these gentlemen had thoroughly examined Vattel, 
they would have found, instead of his being an 
authority in their favor, he had in the most direct 
terms maintained a contrary opinion. He then 
read a passage from Vattel, that showed that the 
effects of an enemy in a country at the time of a 
declaration of way cannot be seized, but that the 
owner is entitled to a reasonable time to remove 
them; and another passage, which expressly de- 
clared that, by the usage and custom of modern 
nations, public and private debts are not the sub- 
ject of reprisal. Mr. S. conceived that these rules 
were founded in the highest wisdom; that all 
debts were contracted under a sanction of public 
faith, and an understanding that a war should not 
render them liable to seizure or confiscation; that 
a moral obligation existed between the contract- 


by | authorize a breach of public faith; but reprisals 


are always to be made on property in possession 
of the nation who has done the injury, and which 
may be taken without any violation of those prin- 
ciples, which ought to be held sacred in time of 
war. 

Mr. S. remarked, that it had been suggested that 
the British nation had been guilty of a violation 
of the Laws of Nations in their treatment of us; 
and that, therefore, we were not bound to govern 
ourselves by that law in our conduct towards 
them. This argument, however plausible, he said, 
would not bear the test of examination; that all 
reprisals were justified only on the principle that 
the nation on whom reprisal is made has been 
guilty of a previous violation of the Laws of Na- 
tions. When a nation disregards that general 
law by which the conduct of all independent 
communities towards cach other is to be regulated, 
the same law points out the mode of redress. If 
there hag been no violation of that law, there can 
be no reprisal. If there has been a violation, then 
the reprisal must be pursuant to the law, for it is 
the highest absurdity to say, that becanse there has 
been an infraction of a law which authorizes a 
certain mode of redress, that we may pursue a 
different mode of redress in violation of the law 
which gives us the right. his would be at once 
to renounce the whole system of the Laws of Na- 
tions, and throw mankind back into a state of sa- 
vage barbarity and ferocity. 

Mr. S. then adverted to the policy of the mea- 
sure. He said, upon a fair calculation, it would 
be found that the adoption of the proposition 
would be productive of far greater injury to this 
country than the amount of the. losses sustained 
by our citizens in consequence of the spoliations 
committed upon our commerce. It is evident that 
this country, even admitting that a war should 
take place, would wish to renew their commercial 
connexion with Great Britain. But if, in con- 
tempt of the Law of Nations, we seize on private 
debts, we shall forever forfeit all credit; no trust 
can be reposed in our citizens, and no faith in our 
Government. No foreign merchants will ever 
deal on credit with our citizens, from a well guard- 
ed apprehension that, in case of a war between 
the countries, the sacred nature of private con- 
tracts will not protect them against the hand of a 
Government which has exhibited the example of 
a deliberate violation of the Laws of Nations. 
When we consider the immense advantages that 
can be derived from private credit and national 
honor, it will be easy to imagine the infinite mis- 
chief that must result from a disregard of those 
principles. 

Mr. S. objected to the measure on the ground 
that he considered it to be a declaration of war; 
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and he did not think that the circumstances re- 
quired or justified our taking that step. He said 
that notwithstanding the unwarrantable proceed- 
ings of the British nation; yet, no act had been 
done by the Pritish Court that clearly indicated an 
intention to make war directly upon us, or that 
could be considered as direct and intentional war, 
though we might consider many of their acts as 
just causes of making war on our part. 

The revocation of the order of the Gth of No- 
vember, the new instructions of the 8th of Janu- 
ary, and the explanation given to the merchants 
of London, clearly evidenced that a war might be 
avoided with that nation. While there was the! 
remotest possibility of preserving our peace we 
ought not to do an act which might endanger a 
war. While then the conduct of the British 


be rejected; and he hoped that no gentleman in 
the Committee would vote in favor of a proposi- 
tion which would fix an indelible stigma on our 
national character. 

The Committee now rose, and bad leave to sit 
again. 


Monpay, March 31. 


Mr. Dexter, from the committee to whom was 
referred the Message of the PRESIDENT or THE 
Usiren Srarus, of the twenty-eighth instant, re- 
lative to the execution of the resolve laying an 
embargo, made a report; which was read: Where- 
upon, 

Resolved hy the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the U'nited States of America in Congress 


Cabinet would admit of an explanation, while | assembled, That, during the continuance of the 
there was a prospect that we might obtain by ne- | present embargo no registered vessel, having on 
gotiation restitution of the property of our citi-| board goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be al- 
zens or compensation for the losses they had sus- | lowed to depart from one port of the United States, 
tained, we ought to pursue that mode; but if we | to any other port within the same, unless the mas- 
proceeded to make reprisals by adopting an illegal | ter, owner, consignee, or factor, shall first give 
measure, it must certainly be decmed a declaration | bond, with one or more sureties, to the Collector 


of war. 

The omission of the regular means of obtaining 
satisfaction by negotiation and an unwarrantable 
mode of reprisal would certainly be just causes of 
war. If we must be driven into a war it would 
be of the highest advantage to us to conduct it in 
such a manner as to convince the people of Great 
Britain that we sincerely wished to avoid it, and 
that the unjust and illegal proccedings of their 
own Court have been the sole cause of the war, 
In such case we have reason to think, that so great 
is the interest of that nation in preserving our 
commercial connexion, that a powerful party will 
be formed in our favor to oppose the injustice of 
the Government. The sentiments of the people 
will be against the war, and the Court will find it 
extremely difficult to maintain it under such cir- 
cumstances, 

But if, without demanding an explanation, we 
proceed to adopt rash, violent, and unwarrantable 
measures, the spirit of the nation will rise against 
us, and the people will join the Court in prose- 
cuting a war which will be then deemed just and 
necessary. 

Mr. S. then observed that we ought to take into 
consideration the present situation of Europe; 
that the late successes of the French nation had 
materially changed the political prospect. It was! 
possible that these successes had been the cause 
which had produced an alteration in the views of | 
the Rritish Court. If events had happened which 
had rendered the disposition of that nation less; 
unfriendly and hostile, we ought to take advantage 
of that circumstance, and not do any thing to 
check the progress of that favorable disposition. 
He most sincercly hoped that these successes 
would convince the combined Powers of the im- 
possibility to conquer France, and produce a gen- 
eral pacification. 

While such were the prospects, he ardently 
wished that a measure repugnant to the principles | 
of common honesty and common justice might 


of the distriet from which she is about to depart, 
in a sum of double the value of the vessel and car- 
go, that the said goods, wares, or merchandise, 
shall be re-landed in some port of the United 
States; which bond, and also a certificate from 
the Collector of the district where the same may be 
relanded, shall, by the Collectors, reapectively, be 
transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury. That 
the several Collectors be prohibited from granting 
a clearance to any foreign ship or vessel, in any 
case whatever, during the continuance of the pre- 
sent embargo, and all armed vessels, possessing 
public commissions from any foreign Power, (let- 
ters of marque exceptcd,) are to be considered as 
not liable to the embargo. 

Ordered, That the Ulerk of this House do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled, “ An 
act to provide for placing buoys on certain rocks 
off the harbor of New London, and in Providence 
river,” with several amendments; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this Honse. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have agrced to a resolution to carry 
into more complete effect the resolution directing 
an embargo; to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lution, and, the same being read, was disagreed to. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to make provision for the widow and orphan 
children of Robert Forsyth, who was killed in the 
service of the United States ;” to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the state of the Union; and 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the state of 
the Union under consideration, and come to seve- 
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ral resolutions thereupon ; which he delivered in at 
the Clerk's table. 

The House proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lutions, 

And the first, second, third, and fourth resolu- 
tions, being severally twice read at the Clerk’s 
table, were, on the question put thereupon, agreed 
to by the House, as follows: 

1, Resotoed, That effectual measures ought to be 
adopted to complete the present Military Establish- 
ment of the United States, and that provision ought 
to be made that the same may be kept full, 

2. Resolocd, That an additional corps of artille- 
ry, not to exceed eight hundred men, officers in- 
eluded, and also including one chief, and four as- 
sistant engineers, ought to be raised for garrisoning 
the fortifications, which are, or may be erected, for 
the defence of the seacoasts. 

8. Resolved, That the Presipent be authorized 
and empowered to call on the Executives of the 
several States, to take effectual measures, as soon 
as may be, to organize, and hold in readiness to 
march at a moment’s warning, eighty thousand 
effective militia, officers included, to be apportion- 
ed to the States respectively, in proportion to the 
whale number of white inhabitants; that is to say : 

To the State of— 


Georgia, - - - - - - 1,833 
South Carolina, - - >- - - 3,550 
North Carolina, - - - - - 7,831 
Kentucky, - - - - - - 1,532 
Virginia, - - - - - - 11,377 
Maryland, - - - - - - 5,418 
Delaware, - - - =- - - 1,256 
Pennsylvania, - - - - - 10,768 
New Jersey, - - - - - - 4,318 
New York, - - - - - - 7,971 
Vermont, - - - - - - 2,139 
Connecticut, - - - - - - 5,881 
Rhode Esland, - - =- -= - 41,697 
Massachusetts, - - - - - 11,885 
New Hampshire - - - - - 3,544 

80,000 


Which detachment of militia shall be officered out 
of the present militia officers, or others, at the op- 
tion and discretion of the Constitutional authority 
of the States, respectively. 

4. Resolved, That any independent corps of 
cavalry, artillery, or infantry, inay be accepted, as 
part of the said detachment of militia, provided 
they shall voluntarily engage; and provided the 
same shall be deemed eligible by the Presipest. 

The fifth resolution was twice read at the Clerk’s 
table, amended, and agreed to by the House, as 
follows : 

R:soloed, That the Presrorxt be desired to 
request the Executives of the several States to take 
effectual care that the whole of the militia, as well 
as the men detached as aforesaid, be armed and 
equipped according to law. 

The sixth resolution was twice read at the 
Clerk's table, and debate arising thereupon, an ad- 
journment was called for: Whereupon, the several 
orders of the day were further postponed until to 
morrow, 


Tuespay, April 1. 

A petition of sundry inhabitants of the county 
of Washington, in the State of Maryland, whose 
names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to 
the House and read, praying a revision and amend- 
ment of the act, entitled “ An act concerning the 
duties on spirits distilled within the United States.” 
Also, the petitions of sundry inhabitants of the 
counties of Chester and Lancaster, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, to the same effect. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to 
Mr. Moore, Mr. Saue, Mr. M'DoweLt, Mr. 
Bearty, and Mr. Spriec, with instruction to ex- 
amine the same, and report to the House the general 
operation and effect of the excise in the United 
States, and the nett amount of revenue arising 
therefrom. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to make provision for the widow and orphan chil- 
dren of Robert Forsyth, who was killed in the 
service of the United States,” was read the first 
time. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act to provide for placing buoys on certain 
rocks off the harbor of New London and in Pro- 
vidence river ;” and the same being read, were 
agrecd to. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
sixth resolution, reported yesterday from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union; and the same being amended at the Clerk’s 
table, was, on the question put thereupon, agreed 
to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made, by 
law, for organizing and raising a military force, 
under the authority of the Government of the 
United States, to consist of twenty-five thousand 
men, rank and file, with the proper officers, to serve 
for the term of years, or during a war which 
may break out between the United States and any 
foreign European Power. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the foregoing resolution, and to the reso- 
lutions agreed to yesterday, and that Mr. Sepe- 
wicx, Mr. DEARBORN, Mr. JEREMIAH WADSWORTH, 
Mr. Dayton, Mr, IRVINE, Mr. MERCER, Mr, PAR- 
KER, Mr. Locke, and Mr. Pickens, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

The House resolved itself intoa Committce of 
the Whole House on the bill to establish the Post 
Office and Post Roads within the United States; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made several amend- 
ments thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk's 
table. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie on the table. 


Wepyespay, April 2. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to make provision for the widow and orphan chil- 
dren of Robert Forsyth, who was hilled in the 
service of the United States, was read the second 
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time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

On a motion made and seconded, that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized to grant to the citizens of the United 
States commiasions of marque and reprisals against the 
Regencies of Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis :” 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments, reported yesterday from the Committee of 
the Whole [ouse, to the bill to establish the Post 
Office and Post Roads of the United States; and 
the suid amendments being severally twice read 
and agreed to by the House, the said bill was then 
further amended, and, together with the amend- 
ments, ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the memorial of Ar- 
thur St. Clair; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose and reported progress. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the said report, and that it be recommitted 
to Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. Tuatcuer, and Mr. 
HINDMAN. 


THURSDAY, April 3. 

A petition of Augustine Seaton, of the State of 
Virginia, praying compensation for the value of 
two wagons and teams, the property of the peti- 
tioner, which were taken for the use of Colonel 
Grayson’s regiment of the late American Army; 
also, that he may be reimbursed a certain sum of 
money, which he advanced for supplies of clothing 
to the said regiment, in the year 1777. 

Ordered, That the said petitions do lie on the 
fable. 

Ordered, That the cowwittee appointed on the 
"th of February last, to report whether any, and 
what, alterations or amendments are, in their 
opinion, necessary in the act, entitled “ An act con- 
cerning the registering and recording of ships or 
vessels ;” also, in the act entitled “ An act for en- 
rolling and licensing ships or vessels to be em- 
ployed in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for 
regulating the same;” also, in the act entitled 
“An act to regulate the collection of the duties 
imposed.by law on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels;” and, also, if any, and 
what, further Legislative provision may be neces- 
sary for the securing and collecting the duties on 
foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas, be instructed to report by way of bill or 
bills. . 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to encourage the re- 
eruiting service; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and 


severally twice read, and agreed to Ly the House, 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

The Ilouse resolved itscif into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the motion of tlie 27th of 
February last, providing for the payment of the 
interest on the balances credited certain States, in 
the books of the Treasury; and also for the pay- 
ment, by annual instalments, of the balances due 
from sundry of the States, on a final settlement of 
the accounts between the United States and indi- 
vidual States; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose and reported progress, 


Fray, April 4. 


An engrossed bill, to encourage the recruiting 
service, was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill, to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States, was read 
the third time, and passed. 

A memorial of the Representatives of Lhe peo- 
ple of the territory of the United States South of 
the river Ohio, was presented to the House and 
read, praying that such measures may be adopted 
as may be deemed most expedient and effectual for 
the protection and preservation of the inhabitants of 
the said territory from the hostile incursions of the 
Indians; also, for the releasement from slavery of 
such of the citizens of the United States as are now 
in captivity at Algiers. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Carnes, Mr. Buount, Mr. MEBANE, Mr. Pickens, 
and Mr. Preston; that they do examine the matter 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the Honse. 

Mr. Goopuus, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making further provision for secur- 
ing and collecting the duties on foreign and domes- 
tie distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you three Letters from our Minister in 
London; advices concerning the Algerine Mission, from 
our Minister at Lisbon, and others; and a Letter from 
the Minister Plempotentiary of the French Republic to 
the Secretary of State, with his answer. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, April 4, 1794. 

The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Manisoy, from the joint committee of the 
two Houses, appointed to consider and report 
what business is necessary to be done by Congress 
in the present session, and what part of the busi- 
ness now depending may be, without great incon- 
venience, postponed until the next session, made a 
report; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The Touse again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the amendments 


made several amendments thereto; which were | proposed by the Senate, to the biil entitled “ An 
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act limiting the time for presenting claims for de- 
stroyed certificates of certain descriptions ;” and, 
after some tim: spent therein, the Committee rose 
and reported progress. 

Ordered, Tuat the committee appointed on the 
21st day of February last, to prepare and bring in 
a bill or bills on the resolutions providing ways and 
means for defraying the cost of a Naval Arma- 
ment, and the annual expense thereof, be dis- 
charged froin further proceeding in the same, and 
that the said resolutions be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


Monpay, April 7. 


A petition of sundry inhabitants of the towns 
of Salem, Beverly, and Danvers, in the State of 
Massachusetts, whose names are thereunto sub- 
scribed, was presented to the House and read, 
praying a revision and amendment of the existing 
laws of Congress, granting bounties to vessels em- 
ployed in the fisheries of the United States, so that 
the Collectors of the Customs may be authorized 
and directed to pay, both for the last year and in 
future, upon all vesscls above thirty tons burden, 
and not excceding sixty-cight tons, the addition of 
twenty per centum to the allowance of two dol- 
lars and a half for cach and every ton of such ves- 
sel’s admeasurement. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Lymax, Mr. Wixaatr, and Mr. Hotrey; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

Mr. Sepewrcr, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to augment the military force of 
the United States ; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. CrarKk submitted the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That, until the Government of Great Bri- 
tain shall cause restitution to be made for all losses and 
damages sustained by the citizens of the United States 
from armed vessels, or from any person or persons act- 
ing under commission or authority of the British King, 
contrary to the Laws of Nations, and in violation of the 
rights of neutrality ; and, also, until all the posts now 
held aud detained by the King of Great Britain, within 
the teri itor ies of the United States, shall be surrendered 
and given up, all commercial intercourse between the 
citizens of the United States and the subjects of the 
King of Great Britain, so far as the same respects arti 
cles of the growth or manufacture of Great Britain or 
Ireland, shall be prohibited: Provided, Such prohibi- 
tion shall not extend to vessels or their cargoes, arriv- 
ing in any of the ports of the United States, befure the 
day of — next :” 

Ordered; That the said motion be committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Senewick, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill directing a detachment from the 
militia of the United States ; which was read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. Sepawick, from the committee appointed, 
` presented a bill for raising and organizing a corps 
of artillerists and engineers; which was read twice, 
and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


the Whole Jlouse on the motion of the 2d in- 
stant, authorizing the Presiwenr or THE UNITED 
Srares to grant to the citizens of the United 
States commissions of marque and reprisals against 
the Regencies of Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said mo- 
tion under consideration, and come to a resolution 
thereupon; which was twice read and agreed to by 
the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Presment or tie UNITED 
Srares be authorized to grant to the citizens of 
the United States commissions of marque and re- 
prisals against the Regencies of Algiers and 
Tunis. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Sawven 
Svirn, Mr. Harruey, and Mr. Parser, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 

The House again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the motion of the 27th 
of February last, providing for the payment of the 
interest on the balances ercdited certain States in 
the books of the Treasury ; also, for the payment, 
by annual instalments, of the balances due from 
sundry of the States, on the final settlement of the 
accounts between the United States and the indi- 
vidual States; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
again had the said motion under consideration, 
and come to a resolution thereupon; which was 
twice read, and agreed to by the House, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That provision ought to be mnade by 
law for payment of the interest on the balances 
credited certain States in the books of the Trea- 
sury, upon the final settlement of the accounts be- 
tween the United States and the individual 
States. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Hist- 
HoUsE, Mr, Murray, and Mr, Tuatcrer, do prepare 
and bring in the same, 

Mr. Samuet Syira, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill authorizing the PRESI- 
DENT oF THE Unirep States to grant letters of 
marque and reprisal against the Regencies of 
Algiers and Tunis; which was read twice and 
committed. 


Tuespay, April 8. 

A petition of Joze Roiz Silva, of the city of New 
York, merchant, was presented and read, praying 
that he may be permitted to send the ship called 
the King David, with her cargo, from the port of 
New York to Oporto, in Portugal, she being actually 
cleared out for the place of her destination previous 
to the arrival of any account of an embargo being 
laid by the United States on all vessels bound to 
foreign ports. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 

The Spraxer laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, on the repre- 
sentation from the Legislature of the Siate of 
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Kentucky, respecting the adjustment of a claim of Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 

that State against the United States, for the expense | read the third time to-morrow, 

of sundry expeditions against the Indians; which! Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 

was read and ordered to lie on the table. i select and report such parts of the confidential 
Ordered, That a committee be appointed to bring | communications made by the PRESIDENT oy ‘THE 

in a bill to fortify the city of Annapolis; and that | Usrreo States on the 24th of February last, as 

Mr. Murray, Mr. Jeremran Smitu, and Mr. Wu-! are proper to be made public; and that Mr. Ly- 


LIAMS, be the said committee. i MaN, Mr. Hartley, and Mr. Bexsamiy Bovrne, be 
On a motion made and seconded that the House į the said committee, : i 
do come to the following resolution : Mr. Guibert, from the committee appointed, 


f i presented a bill for the relief of Leffert Leilcerts and 
“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to exa- | others; which was read twice and committed. 
mine into, and report on, the practicability of obtaining The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


a statement of the principles un which the accounts of the Whole House on the report of the committee 
the mdividual States with the United States have been to whom was referred the memorial of Nicholas 


settled, and a statement of the several credits allowed | Rieb; and, after some time spent therein, the 
2 ? z k ? 


PRES RR RET eIIEDB Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
It passed in the negative—yeas 39, nays 56, as | the said report under consideration, and come toa 
follows: resolution thereupon ; which was twice read, and 
Yeas.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Gabriel agreed to by the House, as follows: 7 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, William J. Dawson, Eze Resolved, That the Accountant to the War De- 
kiel Gilbert, James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, James Gor- partment be directed to adjust and settle the ac- 
don, Christopher Greenup, William Barry Grove, George count of Peter Rieb, Jate an artificer in Colonel 
Hancock, Carcer B. Harrison, John Heath, William | Benjamin Flowcr’s regiment of artillery, in the ser- 
Tivine, Henry Latimer, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel | vice of the United States, from the Ist of May, 
Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander | 1780, being the time of his enlistment, until the 
Mebane, Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony | 22d of August, 1781, on the same principle on 
New, John Nicholas, John Page, Josiah Parker, Robert | which the accounts of those who served in the 
Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Thomas Sprigg, same corps were adjusted and settled. 
Thomas. Predwell, John E, Van Allen, Philip Van| Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
ortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Francis Walker, Jobn | suant to the said resolution; and that Mr, FIND- 


Wate, Benjamin williami and Josoph neca ame Ley, Mr. Grece, and Mr. GILBERT, do prepare and 
f > , Strong, : bring in the same. 


Baldwin, John Beatty, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin i : : : 
Bourne, Lambert ulealaien Abraham Clark, David The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Isaac Coles, Joshua Coit, Jonathan the Whole Honse on the report of the committee 
Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dex | appointed to inquire whether any, and what, alter- 
ter, William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah Forrest, | ations are necessary to be made in the act entitled 
Dwight Foster, William B. Gilea, Nicholas Gilman, | “ An act to enable the officers and soldiers of the 
Benjamin Goodhue, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, | Virginia Line, on Continental Establishment, to 
Thomas Hartley, Daniel Heister, James Hillhouse, | obtain titles to certain lands lying Northwest of 
Samuel Holten, John Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera,| the river Ohio, between the Little Miami and 
Armasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, William Lyman, | Sciota;” and, after some time spent therein, the 
Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, Peter Muhlen- | Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
berg, William pans Moray, Jathaniel Diles, Andrew | the said report under consideration, and come to 
miah Sn ith, Terkel A ian Sherburne, dero several resolutions thereupon; which were seve- 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Tra- mee read, and agred to'by the House, as 


cy, Jonathan Trumbull, Abraham Venable, . : 

Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadswortb, Artemas Ward Resolved, That the second and sixth pections of 
Paine Wingate, and Richard Winn. *| the said act be repealed; and that, in licu thereof, 
the PRESIDENT or THE Usitrp Srates be au- 
thorized to issue patents to any grantee or grantees, 
their heirs or assigns, upon application of such 
grantee or grantees, their heirs or assigns, pro- 
vided that the plat or plats, duly authenticated, of 
the location and surveys of such lands, be first re- 
turned to the office of the Secretary of State. 

Resolced, That provision be made by law, that 
all locations and surveys heretofore duly made 
upon the said lands, agreeably to the present laws 
and regulations of the State of Virginia, by, or on 
account of, the said troops, be ratified and con- 
firmed. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions; and that Mr, Heat, 
Mr. Nevinte, and Mr. Orr, do prepare and bring 
in the same. 


The House resolved itself into a Comumitlee of 
the Whole House on the bill for erecting a ligul- 
house on the Island of Scguin, in the district of 
Maine; and after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto, 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill allowing Lieutenant 
Colonel Tousard an equivalent for his pension for 
life ; and, after some time spent thercin, the Chair- 
man reported that the Committee had had the said 
hill under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 
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The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to consider and report on the propricty 
of remitting the duty ‘on imported bar iron in cer- 
tain cases; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose and reported progress. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to authorize Ephraim 
Kimberly to locate the land warrant issued to him 
for services in the late American Army; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Carnes, from the committee to whom was 
referred the memorial of the representatives of the 
people south of the river Ohio, made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to be committed toa 
Committee of the Whole Jouse to-morrow. 


Wepnespay, April 9. 


An engrossed bill for erecting a light-house on 
the Island of Seguin, in the District of Maine, was 
read the third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Leffert Lefferts 
and others was read the third time and passed 

An engrossed bill to authorize Ephraim Kimber- 
ly to locate the land warrant issued to him for ser- 
vices in the late American Army, was read the 
third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill allowing Lieutenant Colonel 
Tousard an equivalent for his pension for life was 
read the third time and passcd. 

A petition of John Gibbon, Treasurer of the State 
of Georgia, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that separate certificates may be issued for 
the pay of the officers of the late Georgia line, 
agreeably to a general certificate of the list of bal- 
ances due to them, signed by the late Commission- 
er of Army Accounts, and lodged in the Treasury 
of the said State. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, with instruction to 
examine the same, and report hfs opinion there- 
upon to the House. 

The Iouse resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House, on the motion of the 7th inst., to 
prohibit all commercial intercourse between the 
citizens of the United States and the subjects 
of the King of Great Britain, so far as the same 
respects articles of the growth or manufacture of 
Great Britain or Ireland; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported 
progress, 

Mr. Heatu presented a bill to amend the act 
entitled “ An act to enable the officers and soldiers 
of the Virginia line, on Continental Establish- 
ment, to obtain titles to certain lands lying North- 
west of the river Ohio, between the little Miami 
and Sciota;” which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

The Ilouse resolved ilself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the amendments of the Se- 


nate to the bill entitled “ An act limiting the time 
for presenting claims for destroyed certificates of 
certain descriptions ;” and, after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Commit- 
tee had had the said amendments under considera- 
tion, and made no amendment thereto. And, on 
the question that the House do agree to the said 
amendments, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, Vhat the Committee of the Whole 
TIouse, to whom was committed the bill sent from 
the Senate, entitled An act to erect a light-house 
on the headland of Cape Hatteras, and a lighted 
beacon on Ocracock Island, in the State of North 
Carolina,” be discharged from the consideration 
of the same; and that the said bill, together with 
the representation of Richard Wadc, and others, 
and the report of the Scerctary of the Treasury 
thereon, be committed to Mr. Biount, Mr, TALBOT, 
and Mr, DEARBORN. 


Tuurspay, April 10. 


NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, on the motion of the 7th 
instant, to prohibit all commercial intercourse be- 
tween the citizens of the United States and the sub- 
jects of the King of Great Britain, so far as the 
same respects articles of the growth or manufacture 
of Great Britain or Ireland. 

Mr. Sepewick said he was sorry to rise, unpre- 
pared as he was, as he had yesterday occupied as 
great a portion of the time of the Committce as 
perhaps he was entitled to. He had hoped some 
other gentleman would have risen, who, having 
better arranged his ideas than himself, had a pre- 
ferable claim to the attention of the Committee. 
Unprepared as he was, he could not permit a ques- 
tion so important as that under consideration to 
pass, without entering against it his solemn pro- 
test: a question involving the dearest interests of 
our country, and threatening to exchange the un- 
exampled prosperity it had for some years enjoyed, 
for all the horrors of war. He said he the more 
regretted the part he was obliged to take on this 
occasion, because he feared he should, in his vote, 
divide from many gentlemen whom -he much re- 
spected; but as his opinion had been formed on 
mature deliberation, neither his honor, his con- 
science, nor the duty he owed to his country, 
would permit him to be silent. If the evils he 
foresaw shonld result from the measure under con- 
sideration, he wished it might be known that no 
part of them could with justice be imputed to him 
as their author. If, therefore, he should be so un- 
fortunate as to stand single and alone, he would 
not fail to oppose, as far as he could, the measure 
before the Committee. 

That injuries unprovoked and inexcusable had 
been inflicted by Great Britain on this country, 
was acknowledged by all. No man felt stronger 
indignation than himself at the insults which had 
been offered to our country, and the wrongs which 
had been done to our citizens; no man was less 
disposed tamely to bear the haughty and unpro- 
yoked aggressions of any forcign nation, no man 
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would go further to procure redress for our wound- 
| 
I 


ed honor, and indemnification for our injured citi- 
zens. If, after seeking reparation in the way dic- , 
tated by prudence and humanity, happily pre- ; 
scribed by the modern usages of civilized nations ' 
and commanded by the principle of religion ; if fair 
negotiation should be tried, and justice not ob 
tained, he would then scek redress by the means 
which God and nature had given us. He remem- 
bered well the miscries and vices of war, a war in 
which he had taken a part. It was a war of honor : 
and interest: he well remembered its circumstan- 
ces and effects. Ife had lived to see the wastes of . 
that war repaired; to sec a state of order and ` 
security ; to see his country progressing in all the : 
means of happiness. No man who loved his coun- ; 
try and rejoiced in its prosperity, would consent, , 
but from inevitable necessity, to see it again | 
plunged in the horrors of war. 

Although all combined in opinion that our inju- 
ries were great, that they must he redressed, yet , 
no onc had suggested that war should precede ne- 
gotjation. Respecting this, there was happily but ; 
one opinion. On every side of the House, it was: 
acknowledged a duty indispensable in our present | 
situation, to state our complaints of injuries to the ; 
authors of them, and to demand redress. We were | 
only divided as to the manner of our application, i 
and the circumstances under which our demand 
should be made. He had already, on another oc- 
casion, taken the liberty to declare his opinion of, 
the line of conduct which was dictated by our: 
present situation: that we should manifest that we ! 
were averse to war; but, should it become inevita- , 
ble, we should encounter it with that undaunted | 
spirit which became freemen, insulted in their 
honor and injured in their rights. He had the most ! 
perfect confidence in the bravery of our citizens. i 
At the same time that he knew they would never | 
surrender their rights, he was sensible that they 
would avoid, if possible, an unnecessary and wan- |* 
ton effusion of blood. 

Gentlemen had disclaimed any intention to | 
adopt any measures tending to war; they had , 
said this measure had no tendency to such an! 
event. This assertion he could not believe, be- | 
cause this measure contained a threat of incon- | 
venience; and every threat of inconvenience was 
a cause of irritation, and every irritation between 
nations who had already differences to decide, un- 
doubtedly tended to widen the breach, and of 
course to produce war. If gentlemen were sin- 
cere in their declarations, that all differences be- 
tween America and Great Britain should be ter- 
minated by peaceable negotiation, (and he would ! 
not call their sincerity in question); if Great Bri- 
tain was proud, haughty, and insolent, as she had : 
been repeatedly denominated; was it probable, he’ 
asked, that she would be more inclined to do us | 
Junno; by enlisting her pride and insolence against ! 
us 
Mr. S. said, that the late violences by which | 
the property of our citizens had been plundered, 
was the immediate and avowed cause of the pre- 
sent measure; that as yet no representation of 
these injuries—no demand for compensation had 


ithe measure itself was impolitic and unwise. 


been made; that such representation and demand 
should precede hostility was conceded by all. It 
only then remained to be considered, in what 
terms and manner such claim should be exhibited. 
In terms, he said, doubtless firm and decided; but 


“$f jt was intended to produce the desired effict of 
‘ peace, and to prevent hostility, the language should 


be decent and conciliatory. He called on gentle- 


. men to show an instance, in modern times, where 


a nation complaining of injuries, but desirous of 
peace, had accompanied their demands of justice 
wilh threats of inconvenience? [he opposite 
practice was universally established, and on the 
known principles of human nature. He appealed 
to the feelings of every honorable man in the 
Committee, whether demands for justice and re- 
paration for injuries were enforced by threats? 
Whether repugnance to a compliance with such 


: demands was not created by such mean»? Ff 


every man felt the operation of this principle, 
how much more powerful would it be on the 
minds of the Governors of a nation styled proud 
and insolent? He said he would charge no man 
with an intention to involve this country in all 
the horrors and desolating scenes of war. He 
could not, however, help declaring, that war or 
amicable negotiation evidently must decide the 
controversies between America and Great Britain, 


i and that were his mind determined on the former, 


he should recommend those measures which gen- 
tlemen had brought forward to the consideration 
of the House, as the most operative means of ren- 
dering the event certain, and of banishing every 
prospect of accommodation. To seize on British 
property, to confiscate or scquester British debts, 
to annihilate as far as in our power her commerce, 
to starve her manufacturers, and to humble her 
pride; these were infallible means of defeating ne- 
gotiation, and of uniting, as one man, that nation 
against us, in all the views of her administration. 

It had been said, that a principal benefit to be 
expected from the institution of Republican Go- 
yernment was, that cool and temperate refiection 
would direct the conduct of nations. How far 
our conduct on this occasion had verified such an 
expectation, he wished gentlemen to reflect. He 
had hitnself fondly hoped, in the Government of 
this country, to have seen these principles exem- 
plified, and all intemperance of expression, and 
all the heat of passion, banished. Tt had been said, 
that a statesman should be all intellect: never, 
surely, was a time or a country, which more re- 
quired than the present time, and by this country, 
the exercise of cool temper, to the exclusion of 
passion, to conduct with safety the political ma- 
chine through surrounding dangers. He well re- 
membered a former non importation agreement ; 
he remembered, too, its effects; they were such 
as might have been expected; they were such as 
to convince every cool and considerate man, that 
It 
immediately raised the price of all articles of im- 
l portation to an exorbitant and eatravagant heighit. 
| Hence it was immediately beneficial to importers 
and shopkeepers, and hence it may be easy to un- 
| derstand why this measure was said to be s9 popu- 
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lar in Philadelphia and other great towns. But, | In the instrument under which we acted, they 
as the Representatives of the whole People of; had declared that the Presmewt, under certain 
America, the Legislature ought to reflect, that in| modifications, should be their organ, to treat ex- 
proportion as this measure would operate benc- | clusively with forcign Powers, This authority, 
ficially to the dealers in imported commodities, it | thus exclusively delegated, includes all the terms 
would become burdensome and oppressive to those | on which a treaty could be formed. What was 
who are best entitled to our regard—the substan- | the present measure? Prescribing the terms of 
tial yeomanry of the country—on whom we must | treaty, and restraining the Constitutional power 
principally depend for support, in the arduous con-| from treating on any other terms. Tf the Legis- 
flict which we had too much reason to apprehend. | lature could prescribe those terms, in this instance, 
If we must eventually support our claims by arms, | it may then prescribe all the terms, in every in- 
the more property we could import before the! stance; and of course control, in all things, the 
commencement of war, the more beneficial would ! exercise of that power. 
it be. In that case, the most wise and prudent} To this reasoning two answers have been given; 
policy would be, that which would give the great- | the one by a gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
est extent to our credit; and, on the contrary, the | Sumie,] that the Legislature might make such a 
most unwise and wretched, that which would | law, because the Executive could repeal it. He 
tend to deprive our people of the ordinary means | really could not comprehend the force of the rea- 
of supplies. soning; he was glad, however, he could, with per- 
If this system should prevail, were we to re-| fect confidence, contradict the assertion, which he 
ceive British productions through other countries? | was sure would be a very disgusting one to the 
This would be injuring ourselves, without affecting | people of America. There was, in fact, in no in- 
Great Britain. Was there any other country which | stance, an authority given to the Executive to re- 
could give us the same supplies we wauled? | peal a Constitutional act of the Legislature. The ' 
There certainly was none. Were we to depend on | other answer was that given by a gentleman from 
ourselves alone, the inconvenience would be great, | Virginia, [Mr. NicHoxas,] that there could.be no 
if not intolerable. What, he further asked, would | objection to the exercise of this power, if it should 
become of our produce, in the event contemplated? | be assented to by the Present and Senate. 
Without entering into a minute detail, he said, he | This was still a morc extraordinary and unsatis- 
would venture to pronounce that a great part of it | factory answer than the other. It implied that 
would perish on our hands. the Presipenrt and Senate could make grants of 
It was, he said, doubtful, how far at any time | power to this House not contained in the Consti- 
the proposed system might go to distress Great | tution. ‘lo this he would answer, that all the 
Britain; but, at this time, it would afford facility | powers which the House could legally exercise, 
to her in recruiting her fleets and armies. Were] were expressed in the instrument under which we 
manufacturers and laborers thrown out of em-| acted; that those powers could be neither en- 
ployment, and thereby deprived of bread, they! larged nor abridged, by any man or body of men 
would be alike stimulated by want and despair to on earth, but in the way pointed out by the in- 


fight the battles of their country, against those | strument itself. 
who had reduced them to necessity. In short, he| Mr. S. said, these considerations he had express- 
saw nothing which should stimulate the Legisla-| ed without any previous preparation, as they oc- 
ture to adopt this measure, but passion without, | curred to his mind. Should gentlemen who view- 
and resentment within, these walls. He saw no-| ed the subject in the light he did remain silent, he 
thing in the system itself, as it respected Great | would, in the further progress of this measure, he 
Britain, but vain and ineffectual irritation; no-i pledged himself, with more orderly arrangement, 
thing in relation to our own country, but defeat, | and he hoped with more perspicuity and force, 
wretchedness, and want. address himself to the consideration of this Com- 
He said he had taken the liberty to suggest to | mittee, or of the House. It would avail little to 
the Committee certain Constitutional consider- | tell him that his opposition would be unpopular; 
ations. The answers which had been given had | no man more than himself wished the good opin- 
by no means been satisfactory. It was incumbent | ion of his countrymen, but no personal inconye- 
on gentlemen who had so frequently warned us | nieuce, no loss of fame or popular affection, should 
of the danger of usurping power —who had so | ever induce him to see his country threatened 
frequently, and in language so animated, charged | with evils incalculable in number and duration, 
us to avoid grasping powcr, by implication and | without warning her of her danger; a country 
construction ; it was incumbent on those gentle-| which he loved, and which he might, on this oc- 
men, would they preserve consistency of charac- | casion, be permitted to say, he had long served 
ter, clearly to demonstrate the authority which | with honest fidelity, and without a single instance 
they assumed, thal it might not be supposed that | of sinisler or mere personal regard. 
their construction of the Constitution was a con- The Comumiitce now rose, and had leave to sit 
venient accommodation to the existing circum- | again. 
stances. If was not now a question whether the 
people had made a wise or prudent distribution of 
the powers of their Government: they had de- 
clared their will, and that will we were bound by 
every consideration of honor and duty to execute. 


Fray, April 11. 
NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 
The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
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tee of the Whole Ilouse on the motion of the 7th | to them than life, was at stake. Gentlemen must, 
instant, to prohibit all commercial intercourse be- | therefore, agree, that the question was a serious 
tween the citizens of the United Statcs and the } one, and deserved to be treated with the most se- 
subjects of the King of Great Britain, so far as the | rious and deliberate consideration. Judgment, and 
same respects articles of the growth or manufac- | not resentment, should dircet the final determina- 
ture of Great Britain or Ireland. tion, let it be what it may, and give a sanction to 
Mr. Boupinor first rose this day, and said: Mr. | all their measures. 
Chairman, in a question of so much national im-| He observed, that gentlemen against the ques- 
portance, there needed no apology from any meim- | tion had been accused of want of propriety, in 
ber of the Committee for claiming their attention, | looking calmly, and without the exercise of their 
while he gave the reasons for his vote. The im- | passions, on the sufferings of the unhappy prison- 
patience shown by his colleague, [Mr. Chark] or | ers at Algiers, and the piratical spoliations of our 
any other gentleman, for the question, ought not j fellow-citizens in the West Indies. Yes, sir, said 
to influence any member of the Committee. When | he, when he knew that it was neither passion nor 
the fate of a nation of as much consequence as | declamation that could afford effective relief to 
the United States, appeared to be suspended on a | these suffering members of the political body, he 
vote, the least to be expected from gentlemen was, ' should continue to persist in that steady, serious, 
to act with freedom, deliberation, and independence. | and dehberate line of conduct, that, in his estima- 
He supposed he should be among those who, at | tion, was only calculated to produce that perma- 
the taking of the question, would probably be found | nent and eflicient aid and relief, which their cx- 
in the minority. That this would be his vote, if he , treme distress so loudly called for; but, in his turn, 
was convinced that he should be single and alone. | he asked gentlemen to give up their warmth on 


He felt himself deeply and scriously affected with 

‘a view of the precipice on which, in his appre- 
hension, his country seemed to stand, and he 
wished, for his own part, to take a full and delibe- 
rate view of it, before he joined in precipitating 4 
leap, that might not add to her safety or happiness. 
Reasoning and not declamation should be expected 
from gentlemen in favor of the measure under con- 
sideration. 

He said, he would address himself to the judg- 
ments, and not to the passions of the Committee. 
He acknowledged it might fall to his lot to mis- 
take the true and essential interests of his country ; 
but, if this should be the case, he had the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that it would arise from the most 
honest and upright intentions. It was, therefore, 
on these principles, that he should proceed in giv- 
ing lis opinion on the important resolution on the 
table. 

But, before he went further, he could not forget 
the respectful compliment paid yesterday by his 
honorable friend from Maryland, [Mr. Smiri] to 


this occasion, that they might also reflect, even 
without passion, on the number of their fellow-citi- 
zens that must fall a sacrifice in the most success- 
ful war. Will not gentlemen weigh well that 
vote, that may possibly increase the number of 
| mourning widows and helpless orphans ¢ 
! These considerations had led him to consider 
the measure now proposed, as of great moment 
and importance, and to wish it might be reasoned 
on and considered in a manner becoming Legisla- 
[ara and Representatives of United America, who 
have been sent here as her counsellors and trus- 
tees, and to whom she has committed her best and 
most sacred interests. He said, for argument’s 
‘sake, and to simplify the debate, lest he should be 
drawn into unnecessary disputation, he should 
concede for the present: The constitutionality of 
the resolution proposed ; the right of the Commit- 
tee to originate and determine on the measure ; 
the unprovoked ageressions of Great Britain to 
warrant and justify the prohibition. 

These arguments had been repeated and urged 


his moderation and grey hairs; indeed, he should j with great apparent force, by gentlemen in favor 
not have taken it to himself, as he had the honor | of the affirmative side of the question, but, were 
of having white, instead of grey hairs, had not! the principles arising from these facts sufficient to 
Mr. S.’s attention been immediately fixed on him, ‘justify a determination in favor of so harsh and 
If either age or moderation would command his | unprecedented a procceding, without previously 
worthy friend’s close consideration of this subject, | demanding an explanation and full indemnifica- 
he besought him, as well as the other gentlemen | tion, agreeably to the customs and usages of other 
of the committee, to join iu attending to it calm- | nations? 

ly and seriously for a few moments, before the die | Would arguments of this kind satisfy our con- 


was cast. He snid, he owed much, on behalf of his 
country, lo that gentleman for his services in the 
field during the late war, when both his zeal and 


stituents, if they should find themselves suddenly 
plunged into an expensive and ruinous war? Would 
lit not very naturally be asked, why were not the 


his passions were rendered go eminently useful, | true interests of the United States under these ex- 
that he could with pleasure apologize at all times | isting circumslances carefully inquired into, and 
for his warmth and animation on any subject | made the principal and leading object of atuntive 
when their common country was not to be affected. | consideration? In his opimon, this should pecu- 
But would he permit him, earnestly, to request | liarly be the sum of their present inquiry—was it 
that, with other members, he would call to mind, | not the duty of the Committee critically to exam- 
that they were now the Representatives of four ine into the preparation they were in for a step, 
millions of people? That perhaps the lives of thou- | that in the imagination of some gentlemen of cha- 
sands of their fellow-citizens were depending on a : racter and reputation, at the last, might precipitate 
single vote. That the welfare of a country, dearer ' our country into an immediate war? Were our 
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ports and harbors in any tolerable state of defence? 
Were our magazines and arsenals properly sup- 
plied? Were our citizens in a state of organiza- 
tion asa militia? In short, did not the measure 
threaten a sudden transition from a state of pro- 
found peace and happiness, unequalled by any 
nation, into a state of war and bloodshed, without 
taking those previous and prudent measures that 
might probably lead to an avoidance of this na- 
tional evil, or at all events enable us to meet it 
with decision and effect? 

Gentlemen had referred the Committee to the 
conduct of America, in 1776, and the success of 
the late war has been urged for our encourage- 
ment. The non-importation agreement has been 
recurred to asa precedent in point. le said, he 
was well acquainted with most of the events of 
the late Revolution. The first motions towards 
it, found him engaged in the common eause, and 
his best endeavors to complete and secure it, had 
never since been wanting. He well remembered 
the consequences of the non-importation agree- 
ment, and the sufferings of our brave fellow-citi- 
zens from that imprudent measure. He had track- 
ed them over the frozen ground by their blood, from 
the want of shoes, and was sensible, that many 
had perished by the inclemency of the season, for 
want of tents and clothing; that agreement was 
universally reprobated, as a measure imprudenily 
entered into on the principle of expecting to be 
involved in a war, which had it been then contem- 
plated, nothing could have justified. Mr. B. ap- 
pealed to the knowledge of many men who heard 
him, that this agreement had oflen been urged to 
Great Britain, as a conclusive evidence, that at 
the time of its adoption, America had not the least 
intention of independence, or a separation from 
the Mother country; otherwise, she could never 
have been guilty of so impolitic a resolution. He 
asked, then, 1f the Committee would now repeat 
the mistake with their eyes open, and expose our 
country to the same misfortunes, and our fellow- 
citizens to a repetition of suffurings, by a measure 
that promised not onc important advantage to the 
Union that he had heard of? In the late war, 
America had all the ports and harbors of the other 
European nations open to her, but now circum- 
stances would be altered; in case of a war, the 
very reverse would be our position, excepting as to 
those of France. 

Mr. B. confessed, that his arguments were found- 
ed on his conviction that the resolution was a 
measure that would necessarily produce war, im- 
mediate, inevitable war. 

His reasons were drawn from the present state 
of Great Britain, being in alliance with the prin- 
cipal Powers of Europe, and under treaties to 
make all wars, arising from the united opposition 
to France, a common cause. 

The necessity she would have of employing her 
supernumerary hands, if not in manufactures, in 
her armies and navies, to prevent trouble at home, 
added to her old grudge against us on account of 
principles, that promise much trouble to all the 
Monarchs of Europe. Her late conduct with re- 


the Sth June, and 6th November last. Her with- 
holding the posts, contrary to every principle of 
justice and good faith, and against the most posi- 
tive assurances. And lastly, from the anxiety to 
regain the Territory between the Lakes and the 
Mississippi. He agreed that neither of these singly, 
nor even the whole together, could justify her in 
her own opinion, in making an open attack upon us, 
but might tempt her to construe the measure before 
the Committee into an act of hostility on our part, 
as contrary to our professed neutrality. He said, 
it was a point conceded in the Laws of Nations, 
that granting to one of the belligerent Powers ad- 
vantages in your ports, which were refused to an- 
other, was a breach of neutrality. 

The object with Great Britain would be, to con- 
vince her allies, that the aggression arose on ac- 
count of the war with France, to prevail on them 
to make it a common causc; and in this they 
would not want plausible evidence. It was not 
sufficient, he alleged, that we knew ourselves in- 
nocent of the charge. We should be prudently 
careful not unnecessarily to give reason to justify 
the construction. If the previous steps of nego- 
tiation, used by all civilized nations, were neglect- 
ed, they would have the advantage of the argu- 
ment and we should injure ourselves. He asked 
if any gentleman would say that a prohibition of 
commerce at the eve of a war, or even the appre- 
hension of it, was wisely calculated to clothe an 
army, replenish our magazines, supply our arsen- 
als or provide a revenuc by which to support a 
war? 

He wished every member had taken the trouble 
he had done, of looking into their stores, inquiring 
what was on hand, calculating what would be ab- 
solutely necessary, and reflecting seriously’ and 
dispassionately on the sources of supply, If they 
had, he doubted not but that they would find some- 
thing more than passion and resentment necessary, 
to meet the probable consequences of so premature 
a determination. 

Tt was no uncommon thing for gentlemen to 
differ ou imporlant measures ; and he would not 
even insinuate, that he might not be found wrong 
in these ideas, and wholly mistaken in his con- 
jectures on this occasion, but he begged members 
to consider the different ground on which the two 
sides of the House stood. If the minority, of whom 
he expected to be one, should in the end be found 
to have been alarmed with consequences altogether 
unfounded, and that the issue proved successful to 
the peace of our common country, they would have 
| the happiness of rejoicing with the wnajorily in 
| their supcrior wisdom and foresight; and though 
even they should suffer in character, yet their 
country would be saved. But if the minority 
| should in the end be night, and our country should 
be deluged in a destructive war, and her best in- 
| terests be endangered by the discovery of the mis- 
i take too late for redress, gentlemen in favor of the 
resolution, would seriously regret, that they bad 
` not at least used more caution. 

Ile said, as at present advised, he should give 
‘his vote against the resolution. Jt would be from 


gard to our trade, founded on the instructions ofi a thorough conviction, on the most careiul exam- 
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and welfare of the United States, all circumstances} A petition of Philip Allen and Zachariah Allen, 
considered. And this he should do, wholly regard- | of Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, mer- 
less of the malevolent insinuations that Britain had chants, was presented to the House and read, pray- 
an influence in that House. He felt a conscious ing that they may be exonerated from the payment 
dignity of mind, a virtuous pride of heart, in be- | of the duty imposed on foreign vessels, to which 
lieving that it was not all the wealth of that | they will be subjected in the case of the ship Marie 
opulent nation could purchase his influence to a | Indienne, which was purchased by the petitioners 
single measure injurious to his country ; and under | in the Isle of France, to bring home the cargo of the 
that conviction, he could not believe there was a | brigantine Abigail, an American bottom, which was 
member of the Committec in a different predica- | rendered unfit for the voyage, and incapable of be- 
ment, l ing repaired ; also, that a special act may be passed, 
` Ile again repeated, that he should most sincerely | authorizing the Collector of the district of Provi- 
rejoice, if this measure should be adopted, to tind, | dence to register the said ship as a vessel of the 
in the end, that his mind had viewed it, as pro- | United States. 
ductive of consequences that were wholly un- Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
founded ; and, although under his present view of] Mr. Bexsamın Bourne, Mr. Foster, and Mr. S$. 
the subject, corisidering it as inimical to his coun-| Bourne; that they do examine the matter thereof, 
try, he was bound in conscience to vote against it, | and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
yet the Councils, of America were directed by | to the House. 
superior wisdom, and that this country had reaped| Mr. Murray, from the committee appointed, 
the rich harvest of peace and happiness. But it | presented a bill supplementary to “An act to pro- 
might now be asked, if it was meant passively to | vide for the defence of certain ports and harbors in 
submit to the injuries acknowledged on all hands to | the United States ;” which was read twice and com- 
have been sustained by the imperious and overhear- | mitted. 
ing conduct of Great Britain? He answered no, by | A memorial of sundry citizens of the City of An- 
no means. napolis, in the State of Maryland, was presented to 
He would follow the examples and pursuc the mea- | the House and read, praying that Congress may 
sures of other nations in like circumstances—cx- | adopt such measures as in their wisdom shall be 
amples and incasures founded in policy and sound | deemed most expedient and effectual for placing the 
understanding. Ile would by a special Envoy, | said City of Annapolis in a state of defence. 
make known to that Court, our sense of her un- Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
warrantable aggressions; he would demand im | the committee last appointed. 
mediate indemnification for the present, and secur-! On a motion made and seconded that the House 
ity against future sufferings of the like nature—in | do come to the following resolution : 


a 


sist on a categorical answer, after applying to her | «Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
justice and best interests; and if at lasta war must | gtives of the United States of America in Congress 
be only means of obtaining justice, he would then | assembled, That the present embargo be continucd, and 
(being previously prepared) meet it, as became a | every regulation concerning the same shall be in full 
frec and independent nation, trusting to the right- ai 
cousness of her cause, 

By this means the other nations of Europe 
would bs made acquainted with our complaints— 
become witnesses to our love of peace, and bear 
testimony to the justice of our appeal to arms. He} The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
said, he had fully considered the question—he had | tee of the Whole House, on the motion of the 7th 
viewed it in every point of light—he had endea- = to prohibit all commercial intercourse be- 


force until the 


day of 


a 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole louse to-morrow. 


NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


vored to consider the consequences which most | tween the citizens of the United States and the 
probably would arise from it, and he could not | suljects of the King of Great Britain, so far as the 
convince his inind, that the measure would be pro- | same respects articles of the growth or manufac- 
ductive of any good to the United States, while it | ture of Great Britain or Ireland. 
offered many reasons to conclude, that it might be Mr. Swirr commenced his observalions by re- 
fraught with the greatest evil. In casc of the most | marking that it was extremely painful to consuine 
successful war, America had nothing to gain, while} the time of the Committee in discussing a mea- 
her loss of blood and treasure was Sure and certain. | sure, when it was apparent that there was a de- 
Tle had once flattered himself that this was the | cided majority against the opinion which he enter- 
only country on the globe, whose interest it was to tained. ‘But the resolution on the table deeply 
be ‘at peace with all the world, and at the same | alfected the interest of his country, and would 
time the interest of all the world to be at peace with | probably be productive of the greatest injury ; he 
us. But he feared we had been so much actuated | therefore deemed it proper for him to offer his 
by a resentment of injuries received, as to lose sentiments on the subject. He said, if we turned 
sight of our true interests under existing circum- | our attention to a period not very remote, we 
stances, and, therefore, should be hurricd into mea- | should find our country flourishing in the highest 
sures we might hereafter have reason seriously to | prosperity and felicity ; but the prospect had lately 
lament, been changed. We have been attacked on all 
The Comiuittee now rose. | sides, and our commerce nearly destroyed. In 
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the West Indies, we have not only suffered spolia- 
tions on our trade, but our citizens have been ex- 
posed to the most aggravated insults and abuse. 
All wished, to obtain redress for these injuries: the 
difference of opinion respected mode. It was, 
therefore, extremely unfair to charge the gentlemen 
who opposed this measure with tameness under 
the insults and injuries offered to their country, 
because they deemed this mode to be inefficient, 
when they declared their readiness to pursue those 
measures which they conceived were most effectual 
to obtain satisfaction for the injutics we have sus- 
tained. 

The gentlemen who advocate the resolution on 
the table, contend, that it is calculated to prevent 
a war, to preserve peace, obtain satisfaction for 
our injuries, and bring Great Britain to her senses. 
If such would be the effect of the measure, no per- 
son would oppose it. But what reason have we 
to believe that such will be the effect it will pro- 
duce? The only principle by which the measure 
can operate, is, that so important aud interesting to 
Great Britain is our commercial connexion, that 
rather than sacrifice it, (hey will comply with our 
terms. But can it be said, that onr commerce is 
so important to them, that to deprive them of it 
will necessarily produce this effect? The contrary 
was demonstrated in the late war, which termi- 
nated in our Revolution. The British nation were 
able to exist not only without our commerce, but, 
at the same time, to carry on a war against us 
and against France, Holland, and Spain, in which 
they obtained victories over the fleets of those na- 
tions. All this they were enabled to do without 
our commerce, and they canuot now be said to be 
so dependent on us that they cannot live without 
us. It cannot, therefore, be said that this measure 
must necessarily produce the effects which are 
contemplated. 

Mr. 8. observed, that there were conclusive rea- 
sons to believe that the resolution would not pro- 
duce such effects, It must certainly be considered 
as containing a menace—a threat, and as dictating 
terms to Great Britain. All acknowledged that 
nation to be haughty, insolent, and imperious, in 
the highest degree. Will not their pride and im- 
portance be wounded at an attempt to impose upon 
them the conditions by which our commercial 
connexion is to be continued? Will they not con- 
sider the national dignity to be insulted! Will it 
not excite a resentment and indignation that will 
preclude all possibility of reconciliation? The 
sentiments of the British nation in these respects 
are by no means to be justified, but if we intend a 
negotiation, we ought to pursne it in such a man- 
ner as will probably produce suceess, and not ad- 
dress a proud nation in that menacing tone which 
will defeat the objeet we wish to obtain. Jt hap- 
pens that some gentlemen have made singular 
calculations upon the sucecss of this measure. 
They suppose that if Congress pass an act pre- 
scribing the terms of accommodation, and tranamit 
it to our Minister resident at London, that Great 
Britain will be alarmed and frightened at the pros- 
pect of the loss of our commerce; that they will 
immediately comply with our terms, aud make us 

3p Con.—19 


the reparation we demand. An aet of Congress 
is to govern one of the most proud, insolent, and 
powerful nations on tie globe. If we are not 
proud and insolent, we at least have a claim to a 
liberal share of vanity and self-confidence. This 
would be an execllent instrument to govern the 
British nation; but we have reason to’ think that 
they will laugh at the idea, instead of being fright- 
ened, 

Mr. S. then remarked, that we ought to pursue 
a different mode; that, by the Laws of Nations, 
Negotiation, unaccompanied by any menacing 
measures, was the proper step, and there was the 
fairest prospect of success, He considered the 
controversy and dispute subsisting between Great 
Britain and the United States to be ina situation 
peculiarly proper for negotiation, and that there was 
the fairest basis for explanations and aceommoda- 
tious, He said that no complaint had been made 
on our part to the Court of Great Britain, stating 
our injuries, and demanding satistaction; and 
that when Mr. Pinckney, our Minister at London, 
demanded an explanation of the intention of the 
British Court. by the order of the 6th of November, 
they declared that no condemnations were to take 
place in virtue of it, which would not have been. 
legal if the order had not been issued. A construc- 
tion was put upon that order by the Ministry, 
which demes the principles on which the con- 
demnation in the West Indies had been founded, 
and which of course disavows the transactions of 
which we complain. We may, therefore, fairly 
suppose that the Court of Admiralty in the West 
Indies have contradicted the orders and intentions 
of the British Ministry. We have not heard what 
effect these condemnations of our vessels have had 
on the British Court. If we shonld state to them 
the injuries we have sustained—which we ought 
to do, as they have been committed in a remote 
part of their dominions, apparently contrary to the 
design of the Court—there is the strongest reason 
to believe that we shall obtain redress; because, 
by their own construction of the order of the 6th 
of November, they have disapproved of the prin- 
ciple by whieh the injuries have been committed, 
and of course they are bond, by their own con- 
struction, to make us that satisfaction which we 
demand 

Mr. S. snid, if we condueted a negotiation with- 
out giving offence, it was probable we should ob- 
tain the influence of the British subjects in our 
favor. If, when the American merehants in Lon- 
don, discovered the order of the 6th of November, 
they were alarmed. and immediately demanded 
an explanation of the Court, this shows that there 
isa powerful interest in that country in favor of 
a commercial connexion with this. If we do 
nothing to wound their pride, this influence will 
be exerted to preserve the connexion. The mu- 
tual interest and welfare of both countries may be 
fairly taken into consideration, in adjustiuy the 
dispute. But if we adopt a menacing measure, 
offensive to the nation, we shall Jose the influence 
of our friends in accomplishing an aceommoeda- 
tion. While such is the state of our affairs, we 
ought to try a fuir negotiation, on equal and liberal 
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terms, unembarrassed by any menace or insult, 
and there can be no doubt but that the measure will 
be attended with success. But if Great Britain 
will not negotiate and do justice to this country, 
Mr. S. pledged himself to support the most ener- 
getic measures to ‘assert our rights, and maintain 
our national dignity. When war had become un- 
avoidable—and that time might happen—he would 
meet it with firmness and fortitude; but while it 
was possible to preserve peace, he conceived it to 
be a duty he owed to his country to do all in his 
power to preserve it. 

Mr. S. observed, that while he considered nego- 
tiation to be attended to by all nations, he had 
paeten reasons to wish that it might be adopted 

y the United States. He wished that this Re- 
publie might establish and act upon a principle 
which was calculated to bring national disputes to 
an amicable accommodation and prevent the ca- 
lamities of war. 

Mr. S. then romarked upon some particular ob- 
jections to the resolution. He said that the sur- 
render of the Western posts and payment for 
negroes carried away contrary to the Treaty of 
Peace was a subject of controversy that had no 
connexion with and ought not to be connected 

* with the spoliations committed on our commerce; 
and was calculated not only to prevent the obtain- 
ing of that compensation to which our merchants 
were entitled, but to cut off forever all commercial 
intercourse with Great Britain. It ig a well known 
fact, that Great Britain has charged the United 
States with being guilty of the first infraction of 
tho treaty, and that the United States have retorted 
the charge. While they seriously believed, that 
we were the first violators of the treaty, what 
would they say to an act of the Legislature which 
renounced all connexion with them, unless they 
would fulfil the terms of a treaty which they con- 
sidered themselves to be discharged from by our 
first violation? Could it be expected, that they 
would comply with terms so haughty and insolent? 
Could any person suppose that the proud nation of 
Great Britain would humble themselves before us 
in this manner? Would they not consider their 
national honor to be affected, and abandon all 
connexion with us before they would submit to 
terma so humiliating and degrading ¢ 

Mr. S. remarked, that he did not mean to say, 
that the United States first infringed the treaty; 
for the purpose of his argument, it was sufficient to 
say, that Great Britain thought so, and such being 
her impression the same consequences would follow 
as if such waa the fact. And the dispute respecting 
the Western posts, which could bo of but little im- 
portance to this country, might forever interrupt a 
commerce which waa of the greatest importance. 
He did not think that the Western posts were 
worth so great a sacrifice. 

If this resolution be adopted, we cannot recede 
in honor unless there be a compliance with every 
article. It may then happen that a dispute re- 
specting some trifling subjects may prevent a re- 
storation of that commerce which will be of great 
and important value. But if we do not in the 
first instance give them our ultimatum we may 


discover the terms on which they will negotiate, 
and then it will be in our power without any em- 
barrassment from an antecedent law to consider 
what is best to be done, and make any concession 
that our interest requires and which is‘compatible 
with honor. 

If Great Britain should be disposed to negotiate 
and comply with the conditions we offer, such is 
the nature, variety and extent of our disputes, that 
the discussion and adjustment of them would re- 
quire so great a length of time, that the loss arising 
from the interruption of our commerce during that 
period would be of greater consequence than the 
objects of dispute. For, if this measure be adopted, 
we must expect a total interruption of all commerce 
with all parts of the British dominions, as relative to 
exports as well as imports, for though the resolu- 
tion only contemplated the prohibition of manu- 
factures from Great Britain and Ireland; yet, we 
might be satistied that Great Britain would not 
give us a trade that was profitable only to our. 
selves. 

Mr. S. observed that we ought to consider that 
if this proposition should be adopted what great 
alterations would take place in the value of pro- 
perty; foreign articles would rise, and domestic 
tall. An immense profit would acerue to the 
owners on the Spring goods which might arrive 
before it was intended thut the act should com- 
mence its operation. There could be no doubt 
but that iu a short time a variation im the value of 
property contrary to the interest of this coantr 
would take place to a fur greater amount than all 
the spoliations which had been committed on our 
commerce. Merchants who had large quantities of 
goods on hand, would profit by the measure, and 
the agricultural part of the commanity would be 
obliged to sustain the loss. 

It lad been suggested that the people were 
anxious for the measure. It was probable that 
some, who had a particular interest to serve, by 
the interruption of trade, were in favor of it; bat 
the most considerate part of the community were 
by no means of that sentiment, But let the po~ 
pular opinion be what it would, too much had been 
said about it. We are not to be influenced by 
such considerations, but are only to regard the 
public welfare. That we ought to guard against 
all popular influence as being of the most danger- 
ous tendency. That there was no danger to be 
apprehended from the Government; that it had 
not the power, and had never shown any disposi- 
tion to encroach upon or oppress the people; that 
the only danger that exists is from the encroach- 
ment of the people on the Government, and if the 
Government ever does fall, it will be owing to the 
too great prevalence of a Jocal popular influence, 
which does not speak the general sense of all the 
community. 

But if this resolution should be rejected anda 
negotiation pursued, it will be accompanied with 
an implied declaration that if it fails, the United 
States will take proper steps to obtain redresa, 
which will have all the influence to enforce and 
facilitate a negotiation that can be derived from. 
this measure, unembarrassed with any of the ins 
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conveniences. 


Tf the negotiation should fail, we | it. 


He had suid that this resolution was the step- 


can have recourse to this measure with the same! ping stone of sequestration; if that be true, Mr. 
efficacy then, as now, and it will produce the fS. said he should step on this stone with horror 
effects; for our commerce must be as important to | and indignation; he should consider it to be the 


Great Britain at the end of six months as now. 

It had been suggesied that the opposers of the 
resolution were under British influence and in- 
terest. Mr. S. did not intimate that any gentle- 
man of the Committee had thrown out that idea, 
but he said it was a popular opinion, and very pre- 
valent. He remarked that the charge was unjust, 


cruel, and unfounded; that for himself, he felt no. 


influence ; he stood on American ground, and was 
influenced only by American feelings. He did 
not advocate any commercial connexion with 
Great Britain from any regard to that nation, but 
merely from a regard to his own country, whose 
interest he conceived to be promoted by that eon- 
nexion. He remarked that some, who were con- 
sidered as British agents, had boasted of their in- 
fluence in the Legislature. He declared that no 
such influence existed; and that he most heartily 
despised those persons, who had the effrontery to 
pretend that it did exist, 

Mr. B. remarked that a popular opinion in some 
party uf the Union had been prevailing, that many 
of the Representatives in Congress were under 
such an influence arising from the funding system, 
that they dared nol adopt measures necessary for 
the public defence, for fear the iulerest of the 
national debt should remain unpaid. He said that 
a most unreasonable and unfounded jealousy re- 
specting the funding system cxisted among the 
people; that he was satisfied, during the time he 
had held his present office, that no measure had 
been influenced by an exclusive regard to the pub- 
lie debt; that he had never owned a farthing in the 
public funds; but he considered that, let whatever 
events take place, the national debt must be paid; 
that if it were necessary he would vole for a land 
tax for that purpose, for he considered the faith of 
the Government pledged for the payment of that 
debt, and he would never violate the national faith ; 
auch being the security of the debt, none of the 
holders had any reason to apprehend a failure of 
payment, and therefore none of the Committee 
could be influenced by an apprehension of the fail- 
ure of payment. 

Mr. S. said that we ought to consider the ten- 
deney of this measure to a war. Many of the 
friends of it had denied this, and declared that 
they considered it to be a peaceful measure; but 
wil! all say this? 

A gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. Daytox} 
has said that he is in faver of it; because he con- 
siders it to be a stepping stone to the threshold of 
sequestration, Mr. S. said that he respected the 
virtues aud the talents of that gentleman; he be- 
lieved his integrity to be unimpeachable, and that 
he acted from the purest motives; that le did not 
wish to wound his feelings, but that he was bouud 
in duty to express his sentiments respecting any 
proposition he should make; he considered the 
proposition of sequestration as connected with this 
measure by what the gentleman himself had said, 
and from thence he derived an argument against 
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step stone to the temple of infamy, wretchedness, 
and ruin; he considered that it would not only in- 
volve his country in disgrace, but in all the calami- 
ties of a war. 

He said that gentlemen ought to unfold the 
whole system of their measures with their object 
and design, and not deccive people into measures 
which they would reprobate if they knew the con- 
sequences; that he believed while there were gen- 
tlemen who had nothing but peace in view, that 
there were many who intended to defeat a nego- 
tiation, to dissolve our commercial connexion 
with Great Britain forever, and who were willing 
to plunge us into a war with that nation. If gen- 
tlemen had not that design, let them come forward 
and declare it; but while there was reason fo sus- 
peet such a design, the gentlemen who were in 
favor of the resolution under consideration, but in- 
tended nothing more, ought to be cautious how 
they adopted a measure that would lead to the 
most mischievous consequences. 

On a fall consideration of the subject, Mr. S. 
said that he was convinced that this measure would 
lead to a war; but if a fair negotiation should be 
attempted, he had no doubt but that all controver- 
sies might be settled, ample satisfaction obtained, 
comwerce restored, and that our country would 
continue fo flourish aud prosper. 

Mr. Smirnu (of S. C.) was opposed to the measure, 
because it was inconsistent will that spiril of nego- 
tiation which was contemplated not only by the Ba- 
ecutive, but by Congress; for, although some mem- 
bers seemed adverse to any further attempt at ne- 
gotiation, yet it was evidently the wish of a consi- 
derable majority to give it another trial, 

The measure carried with it a menace: it held 
out this language: that, unless Great Britain would 
consent to certain measures, the Uniled States 
would punish her by certain other measures. ‘This 
language had a direct tendency to defeat all nego- 
tiation; fer no nation would ever treat on such 
terms, Even were Great Britain disposed to make 
complete satisfaction for every injury, her pride 
would restrain her from making concessions which 
might appear the result of threats and appre- 
heasions. 

This hes been compared to the ease of an indi- 
vidual, and it had been shown that, in common life, 
no man of spirit would make atonement for an 
injury when demanded with a threat of punishment, 
if withheld. Mr, S. applied the case to ourselves. 
Ie bronght it home to the feelings of the mem- 
bers themselves, and he asked if they, under similar 
cirenmstances, either as private or public characters, 
would not, from a spirit of national pride, 
spurn at the idea of having redress extorted by 
menaces? 

Great Britain would be disposed to make or 
wihhold reparation according to events in Eu- 
rope, and according to her view of the advan- 
tages or disadvantages resulting from a war with 
the United States. By that view woud her an- 
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awer be governed. Should the Cabinet of that 
nation hesitate with respect to peace or war, a 
measure like this would undoubtedly decide them 
against peace. Their language would naturally 
be, “we were disposed to accommodate all differ- 
ences on the most amicable terms; but such a dis- 
position, under the present circumstances, would 
appear to be the result of fear excited by your 
threats, and commit our reputation in the eyes of 
all the world. You must, therefore, pursue your 
measures, and we shall pursae ours” Mr. S. 
asked whether this would not be the language of 
every nation in a like situation? He was per- 
suaded it would be ours, There was nothing pu- 
sillaninous in asking reparation in decent terms, 
unaccompanied with threats, It was the common 
practice of all nations. Genoa had recently, 
though her neutrality had been violated, and her 
port blocked up, sent an Envoy Extraordinary to 
Great Britain to demaud satisfaction. Her de- 
mand was couched in mild and civil language ; 
yet Genoa was universally applauded for her 
firmness and the dignity of her conduct as a neu- 
tral Power. It was not enough to say that we bad 
been grossly insulted; this was admitted in its 
fullest extent. But every nation, when il re- 
quired redress, was previously insulted. The very 
demand of satisfaction implied antecedent injury. 
Nations, however, negotiated without threats. 
Why, then, did gentlemen so frequently ery out, 
what! shall we negotiate with a nation which has 
violated our rights? He would ask those gentle- 
men, when negotiation was necessary, bat in the 
case of violated rights? He would further ask 
them, whether they were not the first to urge ne- 
gotiation with the Dey of Algiers, who had cap- 
tured our vessels, and degraded our miserable fel- 
low-citizens to the level of beasts of burden? 
Whether they did not oppose the Naval Arma- 
ment, lest it should irritate the Alyerines, and pre- 
vent the success of negotiation ? Was it not the 
constant policy of this country to negotiate with 
the Indians when practicable, rather than to make 
war with them? Why, then, raise objections to 
a negotiation with Mngland? Or why, after 
having admitted that negotiation shall be at- 
tempted, defeat it by these projecta? Tf a majo- 
rity of the House are ripe Lor war, lef us say s0, 
and act consistently; but let us not hold one lan- 
guage at one time, and contradict il at auother; let 
us not say we are for peace, and immediately adopt 
a war measure. 

Mr. S. inferred from these observations, that ne- 
gotiation being determined on, he was bound to 
resist any and every act which tended to frustrate 
that negotiation. But, while he was thus for the 
suaviler in modo, he was, at the same time, for the 
fortiter in re, and he called upon the advocates of 
this scheme to join him in those measures, which, 
at the same that they were free fiom the foregoing 
objections, would, in his opinion, either give effect 
to the negotiation, or prepare us for the eveni of its 
fii'ure. 

A gentleman had said, we have fortified our 
harbors, we „have filled our arsenals, we lave in- 
ereased the Military EHsiabiishment: now 


we 


must do something more. But the gentleman, in 
the warmth of his imagination, had mistaken 
things to be done for things actually done. The 
fact was, that the gentleman was entirely un- 
founded in all these assertions. We have not for- 
tified our harbors, we have not supplied our arsen- 
als, we have not augmented our military strength. 
It is true we have it all on paper, but the very re- 
venues necessary for the existence of all those 
essential points, are not yet reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and, until those 
revenues exist, the laws we have passed will be of 
little avail. 

It was proposed by the law, that the non-im- 
portation should not take effect till November 
next, and that distant period was fixed for its ope- 
ration, to afford time for the result of the negotia- 
tion, and that Congress might previously be in 
session, in order to repeal the Jaw if the negotia- 
tion should suceecd. Thus, while the very law itself 
admitted the propriety of a negotiation, it carried 
with it the very death-wound of all negotiation, 
by expressly purporting to be in terrorem, Uf it 
was not intended as a threat, why pot wait till 
November, and then adopt the measure, if expe- 
dient. Suppose this House should in November 
deem the measure inexpedicnt, they cannot re- 
peal it without the coucurrence of the Senate and 
PRESIDENT. Thus they forestal the judgment of 
the House, aud deprive themselves of that inde- 
pendence which they vught to Possess, lo act in 
the next session according to their then view of 
things. 

Some members had proposed the Ist of Novem- 
ber, in order to admit the Fall goods; but, if that 
was the design, the period would bg an improper 
one, for it would be extrewely unequal in ils ope- 
rations, In some of the States, the Pull vessels 
might generally be arrived by that time; but, in 
some of the Southern States, they would be gene- 
rally excluded, and those States deprived of their 
expected supplies. 

He further objected to the measure, on the 
grounds of its dictating the terms of negotiation, 
which was not within the province of this Louse, 
and was therefore interfering wih the Executive, 
aud so fara departure from the spirit of the Con- 
stitution; but this ground having been fully dis- 
cussed by other weinbers, he should not dwell on 
It. 

One member had expressed an affection for this 
measure, because it was, as he had termed it, a 
stepping-stone to sequestration. Mr. 8. thought 
it would be more properly ealled a stumbling 
block to negotiation. He disapproved of it in 
both shapes. He objected to it, both as to the 
mode in which it appeared, and as to the lime: 
as to the mode, because if specitied particular 
arievanees, and thas, while it embarrassed pnr 
Executive, it menaced the Executive of the na- 
tion with whom we were to treat, and mule the 
redress of those speeifie grievances the seae qua 
non of all future intercourse; as to the time, De- 
cause as it was not to take effect till the next session 
of Congress; there could be no other view in 
passing it now, bat that it might opende as 2 
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threat; and, as this intention could not be mista- 
ken, it would undoubtedly defeat all accommoda- 
tion. Such being his view of the subject, he 
could not reconcile it to his duty to vote for it. 
He thought Congress owed it to their constituents 
to avoid a war, if possible. The ground of nego- 
tiation being taken, they were bound to reject eve- 
ry measure which might have a tendency to defeat 
it, and to do every thing which might give it a fair 
chance of success. But while he said this, (as a 
neutral nation could not justly give umbrage by 
taking measures to support her neutrality and as- 
sert her just rights,) he pledged himself to concur 
in every act which might place us in a condition to 
make ourselves respectable, to vindicate our nation- 
al honor, and to obtain ample retribution for any 
wrongs which the course of events might leave un- 
redressed. 

Mr. Dexter introduced his observations by re- 
marking that he had never risen with so great re 
luctance on any former occasion, At so late an 
hour when patience seemed exhausted, when rea- 
soning had given place to invective, when to op- 
pose the resolution was but soliciting reproaches, 
when the friends of it, confident of a majorily, were 
from all sides of the House impatiently calling for 
the question, when the mover of it heard argu- 
ments against it only that he might treat them 
with contempt, and their authors with insult, he 
said it was in vain to ask for an attentive hearing. 
He should not have risen but for a remark just fallen 
from a gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Day- 
tox} which had forbidden him to be silent. That 
gentleman, said Mr. D., has told us that the pre- 
sent measure is a stepping-stone to sequestration 
of British debts. Viewing it therefore as the be- 
ginning of a system of hostility, which is to be so 
conducted as to sacrifice not only our interest and 
peace, but our national honor, the duty to resist it 
becomes indispensable. Whatever may be thought 
of making laws to annihilate the ties of honor and 
personal confidence, and to dissolve the moral 
obligation of contracts; whatever may be thought 
of the modern usage of nations, which probably 
from general consent has become a law, which 
cannot now be violated without perfidy ; what- 
ever might be thought of the odium it might bring 
on our national character, and the complete de- 
struction of our credit at a moment when we shall 
necd the utmost extent of it; we have not taken 
those previous steps for pacific accommodation, 
which the custom of nations and all writers of au- 
* thority hold to be the first in order and indispen- 
sable. We have not made that demand for a re- 
compense, which ought to precede every species 
of reprisal. After the observations, sir, which I 
made iu the beginning of the debate, it will not be 
thought strange that I suffer on the present occa- 
sion an unusual conflict of reasoning and of feel- 
ing. I then staled, with the frankness which I 
felt, and with the zeal which the hazardous crisis 
of our country inspired, the reasons and passions 
which kept my mind in a state of vibration. Strug- 
gling with indignation at the injustice and folly of 
Britain, I said we have suffered until confidence 
is folly—until patience is a crime. Believing that 


the resolution involved a principle, which might 
be useful both for obtaining justice and preserving 
peace, but that its present shape rendered it not 
only useless but injurious ; believing, too, that it is 
improper for this branch of our Government to 
begin a negotiation with a forcign nation, and pe- 
remptorily dictate the terms of it, I proposed an 
amendment, which left the principle in all its 
force, and avoided some of the objections. We 
have heretofore heard much about a spirit of ac- 
commodation; but the friends of this resolution 
have not discovered it. After wearying themselves 
in hunting for a reason against the amendment, it 
was negatived without any. They will agree with 
us, but it must be precisely on their own terms. 
This is the language of accommodation: Hear and 
believe whatever we teach; stoop down and bear 
whatever we impose. Victory is in our own power; 
a triumph is better than peace. If, sir, if be con- 
nected with discord and public calamity, the lau- 
rel is too withered to excite my envy. If, amid the 
fire which rages, we have not forgotten the cause 
which produced it, we must remember that the 
condemnations of our vessels’ in the West Indies, 
in consequence of the orders of the British Go- 
vernment of the sixth of November, are the great 
and immediate cause of complaint. Have we, sir, 
demanded a recompense for this injury, and waited 
a reasonable time for an answer? So far is this 
from facl, that we have not taken one step towards 
this, nor have we even heard from Britain since it 
was known there that any condemnations have ta- 
ken place. 

Our last despatches from our Minister at Lon- 
don tell us, that Lord Grenville declared that be 
presumed no condemnations would take place in 
consequence of those orders, The words them- 
selves certainly do not justify any. 

Have we any right to say that a demand of re- 
compense would be fruitiess, when the injuries we 
complain of are thus expressly disavowed by the 
Minister? Did we know that a demand would be 
fruitless, still we ought to make it, in conformity 
to the usage of nations, from a decent respect to 
their opinion, and to convince them, in case of a 
war, that our enemies are altogether the aggressors, 
and that we have been just and circumspect. We 
are judging in our own cause, and we ought not 
to trust ourselves to deviate from established prin- 
ciples, lest prejudice should mislead us. But it is 
said that we have negotiated in vain, respecting 
the breaches of the Treaty of Peace, and that the 
delays here are sufficient to justify immediate 
war. Do we not know, sir, that there are two 
sides to that negotiation? Mave they not made de- 
mands on us for breaches of the same treaty? The 
negotiation is still pending in the ordinary train, 
We have never given them our ultimatum on the 
subjects of it. It is now under the direction of 
the Executive, which is the Constitutional authori- 
ty. It is not proper for us to assume to put an 
end to it by an acl of legislation, Who, sir, that 
calls himself an American, would dare to pursue 
a measure which may tarnish our national honor? 
lf any one would take even a doubtful step, 
“shame ought to burn his cheek to cinder.” To 
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prevent being misunderstood or misrepresented, 
perhaps I ought to say here, that I by no means 
deny our right to regulate or prohibit American 
commerce, I only mean that if the present con- 
troversy should end in war, we cannot justify cn- 
gaging in it without first demanding justice, and 
if we make this demand with circumstances which 
forbid success, we do not comply with the spirit 
of this rule, but evade it. Taking the measure 
now proposed, would forbid Britain to treat with 
us on the subject. We know that we should re- 
fuse in similar circumstances. Are we more proud 
than Britain? Did any nation ever begin negotia- 
tion with threats? ‘The external forms of regard 
on such occasions are so exccssive, that nothing 
but custom prevents this appearing ` ridiculous. 
Humanity, as well as usage, requires that every 
peaceful method should be tried, and that too in 
the form best calculated to be successful. Faith- 
fulness to our constituents requires this. Their 
interest and their wishes are against courting 
war. 

But, sir, we are told that negotiation is pusillani- 
mous. Passion is called American feeling. We 
hear much about energy, and some seem to think 
that the occasion calls for insult. Sir, noise and 
declamation are very distinct from fortitude 
and patriotism. The bravest men do not bluster 
and threaten. Why should itbe thought too tame 
a measure to state the injury, and with manly 
firmness demand a recompense? The pride, the 
petulance of Kings, has always submitted to this, 
but the moderation of a republic forbids it. More 
proud than Kings—more insolent than tyrants— 
we despise this law of humanity, this compact 
„of mankind. Where is the despot, the ermined 
monster, who dares to spread desolation and ha- 
voc, without demanding first hisright? And where, 
sir, is the difference between not demanding at all, 
and demanding in such a way as to insure a refu- 
sal? How much justice there is in the charge of 
pusillanimity, which has been so often and liberal- 
ly made, 1 will not undertake to determine. Per- 
haps he who pursucs with decent firmness the 
steps which propricty, humanity, and general 
consent have provided, and while he feels the 
strongest indignation, is too proud to throw dirt 
or threaten, but places himsclf in the best posture 
of defence, lest war should follow unsuccessful ne- 
gotiation, is as truly magnanimous, as he who talks 
_ Youdly of revenge, avows passion as his principle, 
` call hard names to produce conciliation, and gives 
blows to: keep peace, who at the same time does 
every thing to provoke war, and opposes cve- 
ry measure to prepare for it. Lest the difficultics 
of the present crisis, and the attack on the pride 
of Britain, by prefacing our demand with a threat, 
should not be sufficient to prevent a recompense 
and provoke to war, old causes of controversy are 
added. The breaches of the Treaty of Peace, by 
detaining the posts and negroes, arc old subjects of 
complaint. 

Why they are brought forward now, and made 
an indispensable preliminary of treaty, when Bri- 
iain is aided by a powerful confederacy, and the 
world is like tinder, is difficult to conceive, unless 


we wish to kindle here the flame of war. Fur- 

ther, sir, this throws such an unequal burden on 

our merchants, as amounts to oppression. They 
have already suffered extremely from British and 
other depredations. They bear the principal bur- 

dens in raising our revenue. Is it right to add to 

all this, and forbid many of them to exercise that 
business, by which they get their bread, until Bri- 
tain shall not only make compensation for their 
recent injuries, but also settle the old matters of 
difference precisely on our own terms? We are 
connecting matters which our interest requires 
should be separate. Britain, following our own 
example here, will say that by the treaty all Bri- 
tish debts were to be paid; but the State laws and 
the Courts of Virginia have prevented this. They 
will offer to set off these against the injuries suf- 
fered by our merchants, and perhaps the balance 
will be against us, Will this be protection to the 
sufferers? Yet, if we connect these claims together 
we cannot object to their doing the same. It is 
throwing on the merchants all the political evils 
and burdens of America. Yet we who oppose 
this measure have been charged with wanting 
feeling for their suffering. Provoking an unneces- 
sary war will sacrifice all their property now 
abroad, and deprive them of all hope of recom- 
pense, for that which has been already condemn- 
ed. Going to war is surely no way to induce Bri- 
tain to make compensation; and it is as certain, 

that this country will be under no obligation to do 
so, if war shall be the issue. This country is bound 
to indemnify them only when we refuse to obtain 
satisfaction from Britain, or to avenge their 
wrongs. What inconvenience should we experi- 
ence from the delay occasioned by the usual forms 
of secking redress? Can Britain run away like a 
private malefactor, so that we cannot catch her to 

punish her? We should at least be better pre-, 
pared for war. If the reasons for it are strong, 

they will not suffer by our taking time to examine 
them. Are we afraid that passion will cool, which 

we here avow as the principle which governs, and 

ought to govern our counsels? Or are we appre- 
hensive that passion on this occasion is popular? 

I suspect this last idea has no small influcnce. 

We ought to judge that nothing will be popular 

which is not right. I have more respect for my 

constituents than to believe that they will run mad, 
and then become so myself to please them. That 

I should continue in this svat is of very small 1m- 

portance to me, and of none to the public. But it 

is of infinite moment to preserve our peace and na- 

tional honor. The path of rectitude is the way to 

honor, The man who walks in it without devia- 

ting, will gencrally mect the public approbation. 

But if he should fail in this, bis own feelings will 

reward him. 

I respect the manly Republicanism of America 
too much to believe that the popular water-gruel, 
the milk for sucklings, with which some men 
strive to gain his favor, can either please his appe- 
tite or invigorate his system. There are discon- 
tented men in all countries; perhaps our own has 
fower than any other. They hallo loud and 
often, and we are therefore led to think they are 
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numerous. A tumultuous minority thus often 
imposes measures on a peaceful majority against 
the first principle of Republicanism. The voice 
of the people is not for war, unless necessary for 
our safety and honor. Many in this city may 
wish for it, but the majority through the Union 
are desirous of peace. Though they will encoun- 
ter war bravely, if it shall overtake them, they are 
against running to meet it. I will not detain the 
Committee with stating the inconveniences we 
subject ourselves to, the difficulty of obtaining 
supplies from other countries during the convul- 
sions of Europe, the loss of our articles of export, 
perishing on our hands from a retaliatory prohibi- 
tion by Britain, the impossibility of executing 
such a law, or the encouraging of frauds, to the 
ruin of the merchant of honor. These have 
already been the subjects of observation. The 
strong objection which arises from our Constitu- 
tion I cannot omit. In the distribution of power 
to the several departments of Government, the 
right of making treaties is given to the Executive. 
Of course the preparatory negotiation must belong 
to them as an incident of the authority. But we 
are now commencing a negotiation ourselves, and 
prescribing terms of a treaty. It is urged that 
this cannot bind the Executive. They may make 
a different treaty, but our prohibition will still be 
in force. Do we intend to say, then, that we will 
forbid our citizens from cominerce with Britain, 
even after the Executive, the only Constitutional 
power, shall have settled all matters of difference, 
unless they will suffer us to dictate the mode in 
which they shall exercise their authority? This 
looks to me very much like usurpation, by what- 
ever name we may choose to call it. It has been 
said, by a zealous friend of the measure, that a 
treaty would be the supreme law of the land, by 
virtue of the Constitution, and therefore would 
repeal this law. Perhaps it may in future be 
thought convenient to retract that doctrine. If it 
be true, it is idle to make the law. But, sir, I 
doubt the truth of it. It appears strange to say, 
that an act in its nature Legislative, (and such 
we are told this is,) can be abrogated by an Ex- 
ecutive act. I know of nothing but the Legisla- 
ture which can repeal a law. It belongs cither to 
Legislative or Executive power. If the former, 
the Legislature only can abrogate it; if the latter, 
we ought not to meddle with it. We may as well 
carry through the negotiation, as begin it, and 
prescribe the terms of it. If the Constitution had 
given us the power, we could not exercise it, from 
our numbers and mode of doing business. It will 
not be denied that the Executive has a right to 
appoint and instruct a negotiator as to the terms 
of scttlement. Have we the same right, or even 
can we instruct him when they shall appoint? 
Suppose him thus doubly instructed by the Ex- 
ecutive, having Constitutional authority, and by 
us, who cannot tell from whence we derive the 
power, and the instructions contradict cach other: 
whom is the negotiator to obey? None will say 
that the power of the Fxecntive is not paramount 
to all others, as to treaties and all foreign negotia- 
tions, Are we to make a law, then, which may 


be violated with impunity—nay, more, with pro- 
priety? I wish, sir, that gentlemen who so often 
tremble for the sanctuary of Republicanism, and 
deprecate usurpation of power, would apply these 
excellent feelings to this subject. We have been 
often told that something must be done, and that, 
if we object to this measure, we ought to show a 
better as a substitute. I have never thought this 
a difficult task. I will now state the outlines of 
what ought to be done. By a peculiarity in our 
Constitution, negotiation with foreign nations is 
altogether an Executive duty; but to declare war 
is with the Legislature. In Governments where 
the powers of negotiation and of war are in the 
same hands, the same officer can demand a recom- 
pense for an injury, propose his ultimatum, and 
declare war if it be rejected; but our Executive 
may be embarrassed in pursuing a demand of 
compensation to the last extremity, lest he should 
pledge the honor of the nation to war against the 
will of the Legislature, who alone can make war, 
We ought, therefore, to pass a resolution request- 
ing the Presipenr to pursue with energy a de- 
mand for recompense, according to the custom of 
nations, and pledging ourselves to support him, if 
the event should prove unsuccessful; and, in the 
mean time, we ought to prepare for war. I can 
see nothing further which is Legislative in its 
nature, or committed to our care by the Constitu- 
tion, until it shall appear that the negotiation has 
failed of success. Then, sir, it will be time enough 
to prohibit commercial intercourse, or declare war, 
or take any other measures to avenge our wrongs 
and vindicate the honor of our country. If we 
are to engage in war, sir, I presume we must have 
some money to carry it on, unless in this instance, 
also, we are an exception from general rules. The 
Measure now contemplated must almost annihi- 
late our imports, and we have not looked round 
for a substitute. We have heard of a land tax, 
but there are many objections to it. On the eve 
of war public credit is doubly important. Having 
lost our former resources, we must provide new 
funds for the punctual payment of the interest of 
the Public Debt, the expenses of Government, and 
the innumerable expenses of war. We must not 
only suffer heavy taxes and burdens, but also an 
enormous increase of our Debt. As I am not 
guilty of being a creditor of the Union, perhaps I 
may be heard patiently on this subject. Jt has 
been often said hero that the Public Debt has en- 
slaved our country; yet now we are urged to in- 
crease it beyond all calculation, without taking the 
usual measures for pacific accommodation. 

Though I have labored in vain to understand 
how the Public Debt is an engine of slavery, and 
have sincerely thought our country a perfect model 
of civil freedom, yet I hope this argument will 
have some weight with those who see that we are 
slaves, and that the Public Debt has riveted our 
fetters. Here give me leave to answer an argu- 
ment which has been repeatedly pressed, and with 
apparent success. It is not denied that the first 
Rea step is to demand a recompense for an in- 


jury; but it is said that Britain regards no laws 
of nations in her conduct to us, and therefore we 
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are not bound to observe them towards her. I 
presume by this it is not meant that we ought to 
do wrong because Britain has done wrong ; but 
that it becomes right for us to disregard those laws 
which she violates. Let us examine this. The 
laws and usages of nations have prescribed certain 
modes of demanding redress of a nation for an in- 
jury; those of necessity can only be applicable to 
an injured nation, for no other can need redress. 
Can it, then, be truc that the moment a nation is 
injured, and thereby is placed in the situation for 
which, and for which alone, the rule was made, 
the rule ceases to be obligatory? A nation can- 
not be injured unless the Laws of Nations, with 
respect to-her, have been violated. According to 
this argument, a very solemn rule of conduct has 
been established, which is never to be complied 
with—not by a nation which has not received an 
injury, because there is nothing to redress, and not 
by a nation which has been injured, because, with 
respect to her, the Laws of Nations have been 
violated by the ageressing nation, and this dis- 
penses with the rule. This answer to an argu- 
ment so much relied on is, to my mind, perfectly 
satisfactory. I call on the gentlemen to show it 
to be a fallacy. Our situation, sir, is not new, 
though our conduct may be so. We have seen 
Holland, when neutral in former wars, suffering 
similar injuries; they did not pursue such mea- 
sures as we contemplate, though better prepared 
for war. Neither their interest nor their honor 
suffered by their moderation. ‘The present neu- 
tral Powers of Europe are fcllow-snfferers with 


us; yet we do not hear of similar impetuosity of 


resentment. In all wars ncutral nations are abused 
in proportion as the Powers at war are strong and 
the neutrality weak. A stronger combination than 
the present, perhaps, never existed in Europe; and 
a neutrality can seldom be weaker. The princi- 
ples of the present war are also peculiar; it is a 
struggle for ‘existence. The unusual circum- 
stances of it have compelled the French, with 
whom we aro in friendship, not only to disregard 
our rights as a neutral nation, but to violate their 
treaty with us, though wo have proceeded so far 
in friendship to them as to hazard our peace. Our 
merchants suffer severcly from that nation; yet 
we are told that imperious necessity from pecu- 
liar circumstances, is an excuse. I say not these 
things to criminate that nation; they have been 
civil enough to apologise and promise recompense ; 
but we have not received even good manners from 
their enemies. The public mind appears to have 
suffered little irritation froma this cause, and it is far 
from my wish to excite any. My motive is only to 
show that this acquiescence in their apology proves 
our opinion that the present war is peculiar in its 
nature. Though wo owe nothing but indignation 
to Britain, yet we owe prudence to our country 
and respect to ourselves. The present moment is 
infinitely valuable, and ought not to be trifled 
with, 
Britain almost insure us honorable peacc, unless 
we provoke war. We have strong evidence that 
war with this country is against both their interest 
and their wishes. Though the measure under 


The present situation and disposition of 


consideration is not in itself hostility, and violates 
no law of nations, were we to stop here, yet a 
little reflection must convince us that it tends to 
war. It is placing our negotiation for recompense 
from Britain on so new, and to them so humili- 
ating a footing, that their pride must revolt; thus 
national honor must forbid a compliance. They 
will say to our negotiator, no nation ever addressed 
another in this way. Suppose we have injured 
you: it is nol possible for us to treat with you re- 
specting retribution on these terms; it is not an 
offer of peaceful accommodation, but an affront, 
a challenge. This refusal to treat, which the 
mode of making the demand renders certain, will 
then be urged as a refusal to make us a recom- 
pense, and war becomes inevitable. Why, sir, 
should we be thus ingenious to avoid peace, and 
rush hastily into the tragedy of Europe? At such 
a moment we ought to pause and inquire what 
we can gain by war. We now possess every 
blessing for which other nations contend; we may 
lose, but cannot gain by confusion. The price of 
our present political happiness was not small; we 
are now cating the fruit of that tree which was 
watered with the blood of our fathers; yet we 
suffer the canker-worm of jealousy to feed on its 
foliage—the whirlwind of discord theatens to 
root it up forever. What attractions do we find 
in the desolation, the misery, the crimes of Bu- 
rope? Their very virlues are shaded with hor- 
ror; their rulers are the scourges of mankind ; 
their business is oppression; their sport is viola- 
tion; they trade in blood; the pricsts of Moloch 
offer daily hecatombs of innocent victims, they 
fatten on human sacrifices; our former friends 
are insane, or rather their patriotism borders on 
phrenzy; Murope is at war with all the feelings 
of nature; they blaspheme her rights; they laugh 
at her agonics. Can it be necessary, sir, to de- 
scribe the happiness of our own country to show 
the contrast? Weare so familiar with public bles- 
sings that we have almost forgotten their value. 
‘he voice of oppression is not heard. Our habit- 
ations are the dwellings of virtue and domestic 
happiness; the laws of morality and of our coun- 
try are revered; we profane not the altars of reli- 
gion; we have realized the golden age of fable ; we 
have practised Republican visions; in this mo- 
ment of danger our minds should swell to the mag- 
nitude of the occasion; we ought to brave every 
danger to defend these inestimable advantages; 
but if we want prudence, we shall appcar to want 
every virtue. I have now done with the question. 
The measure appears to me to threaten great mis- 
chief to our country. Ifthis shall be realized, though 
l shall share in the cominon calamity, a review of my 
conduct will not upbraid me. We may look back, 
sir, across a deluge of misery which may over- 
whelm the country, to the happy shore of peace, 
which, perhaps, we now imprudently abandon, 
We may recall this moment as that in which we 
hoisted the floodgate of destruction. On such a 
retrospect our countrymen may say, you were the 
authors of these calamities, and you are respon- 
sible. 

Mr. J. Wapsworta said the path to be pursued 
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by this country, Mr. Chairman, is, in my opinion, 
a plain one, if reason and not passion be our guide. 
We have suffered injuries; our rights have been 
violated. It is our duty to seek reparation for the 
former, and to vindicate the latter. But war is a 
calamity of the extremest kind; it ought then 
only to be encountered in the last extremity; 
every thing possible should be attempted to avoid 
it; every thing shonld be avoided that will tend to 
increase the.chance of its existence. 

The plainest facts demonstrate that our case is 
not out of the reach of a remedy, by negotiation. 
A revocation of the instructions of the 6th of No- 


T call on those who hear me to shun this course. 
I know the temper of the people I represent. I 
have every day communications that show me 
their extreme disapprobation of any measure that 
can lessen the chance for peace. J therefore, with 
the greatest confidence, predict what will be their 
conduct on one, or on the other plan of precedure. 
I believe the temper of the citizens of the neigh- 
horing States is not materially different from that 
of the citizens of the State to which I belong. I 
presume it will not be understood that the citizens 


‘of the State I came from are willing tamcly to 


vember, and the explanations which have been ' 
given concerning them, afford an assurance that , 


whatever may have been the disposition of the 
British Government at one time, war with this 
country did not continue to be its purpose. 

What is the inference from such a state of 


things? why plainly this; that we ought to make : 
effectual preparations for the worst that may hap- ; 
pen; that we ought to go to work in earnest, and . 


with vigor, to put the country in a state of de- 
fence; in a posture for serious war; and in this 
position, we ought to make one more appeal to the 
justice, the good sense of Great Britain; but if the 
gentlemen will not allow me these expressions as 
applied to Great Britain, I will withdraw them, 
and say their interest. And if that fails, then, and 
not before, we ought to meet with decision and 
firmness the only alternative—war. 

In the meantime, sir, we ought to do nothing 
that can prove an obstacle to the success of nego- 
tiation; we should not by any rash or intemperate 
measure make accommodation on the part of Great 
Britain impossible, without dishonor; we should 
not so act as to force her pride, to take side against 
her reason and her interest. Ifa war is to happen, 
unanimity among ourselves will be of infinite im- 
portance; if our course be such as to render it 
manifest to all our citizens that we have done 
every thing in our power to avoid the evil; that 
we have availed ourselves of all the chances of 
preserving peace, that we have done nothing that 
could destroy a single onc of them, then we shall 
secure unanimity; then may we rely that every 
nerve of the country will be strained, every re- 
source called forth to defend ourselves, and annoy 
the enemy; and here I trust I shall not be hehind 
any man in exertion and perseverance. But if 
our course be such as to leave a doubt, whether 
the war might not have been with greater pru- 
dence avoided ; a suspicion that it may have been 
precipitated by violent and premature measures, 
adicu to unanimity. 

The arrival of the calamity awakening men’s 
minds to its magnitude, and substitating the opera 
tions of reason for those of passion, will substitute 
censure for applause; condemnation for approba- 
tion; the Government will lose the confidence of 
the people as having been rash and inconsiderate. 

Our efforts will be languid and feeble, our coun- 
cils distracted and disjointed, and the least evil 
that can happen, will be an inglorious and disad- 
vantagcous peace; what worse may be in the 
womb of time, God only knows. 


submit to be ruined by the ravages of Great Bri- 
tain. No, sir, they love peace, and will court it 
with warmth; but if war be unavoidable, they 
will not be behind their neighbors ; “they feel, and 
feel keenly their wrongs and injuries, and their re- 
sentments are strong. 

I ask the warmest advocates for the proposed 
measure to form in their own minds a just estimate 
of the substantial value of unanimity, of the com- 
parative faculties of the different parts of our 
country, for military exertions; they will not do ill 
to review the example of the last war. 

For iny part I am resolved, whatever may be 
the current of the moment, to bear my testimony 
against all measures of a tendency to destroy the 
prospect of peace. I consider the one under con- 
sideration as such a measure, and mean to make 
my opposition to it. 

Let those who are bold enough to court danger 
to the country, stand distinguished to their fellow 
citizens, from those who, though resolved ‘to be 
prepared for war, and to meet it with fortitude 
when it is inevitable, at the same time are resolved 
not to precipitate so great an evil. I cheerfully 
concede to the former all the glory ; they will have 
all the responsibility of their enterprise. 

I have thus expressed my real sentiments, not 
attempting to torture any man’s arguments, or 
wound their feelings; and were I to indulge my- 
self in railing at the British for their unjustifiable 
depredations on our trade, I think, sir, I could be 
as eloquent as other gentlemen who have gone be- 
fore me; I believe it would be useless, and I for- 
bear. 

The Committee now rose, and reported the reso- 
lution to the TIouse; which was ordered to lie on 
the table, and the House adjourned. 


` 


Tuespay, April 15. 


Several remonstrances from citizens of the 
United States West of the Alleghany Mountains, 
whose names are thereunto subscribed, were pre- 
sented to the louse and read, stating their right 
to a free enjoyment of the navigation of the river 
Mississippi, and praying that the Gencral Govern- 
ment will adopt such measures as shall be most 
expedient and effectual to secure the same from 
encroachments by the citizens or subjects of forcign 
countries. 

Ordered, That the said remonstrances be re- 
ferred to Mr. Lez, Mr. Org, Mr. Pickens, Mr, 
Ruroerrorp, and Mr. Moxrcoupry; that they 
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do examine the matter thereof, aud report the 
same, with thcir opinion thereupon, to the House. 

Mr. Brovnr, from the committee to whom was 
re-committed the bill, sent from the Senate, entitled 
* An act to erect a light-house on the headland of 
Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Ocracock 
Island, in the State of North Carolina,” made a: 
report; which was read, and, together with the 
said bill, ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. i 

Mr. Hutuouss, from the committee appointed, | 
presented a bill making provision for the payment 
of the interest on the balances due to certain 
States, upon the final settlement of the accounts 
between the individual States and the United 
States; which was read twice, and committed. 

The following Message was received from the’ 
PRESIDENT OF TIE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you a Letter from the Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of His Britannic Majesty to the Secretary of ' 
State; a Letter from’ the Scerctary of the Territory 
South of the river Ohio, enclosing an Ordinance and 
Proclamation of the Governor thereof; the translation , 
of so much of a petition of the inhabitants at Post Vin- 
cennes, addressed to the President, as relates to Con- 
graas: and certain despatches lately received from our | 

ommissioners at Madrid. These despatches from , 
Madrid, being a part of a business which has been ' 
hitherto deemed confidential, they are forwarded under | 
that view. G. WASHINGTON. 

Untrep Starrs, April 15, 1794. 


The papers referred to in the said Message were 
partly read. 


NOW-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


The House proceeded to consider the resolution 
reported yesterday by the Committee of the Whole 
House, to prohibit all commercial intercourse be- 
tween the citizens of the United States and the sub- 
jects of the King of Great Britain, so far as the 
same respects articles of the growth or manufacture 
of Great Britain or Ireland; and the same being 
twice read, in the words following, to wit: 


“ Resolved, That, until the Government of Great Bri- 
tain shall cause compensation for all losses and damages 
sustained by the citizens of the United States, from arm- 
ed vessels, or from any person or persona acting under 
commission or authority of the British King, contrary 
to the laws of nations, and in violation of the rights of 
neutrality ; and also, until all tho posts, now held and 
detained by the King of Great Britain, within the T'er- 
ritories of the United States, shall be surrendered and 
given up; and until compensation be made for the ne- 
groes carricd away, contrary to the Treaty of Peace,— 
all commercial intercourse betweeu the citizens of the 
United States and the subjects of the King of Great 
Britain, or the citizens or subjects of any other nation, 

- 80 far as tho same respects articles of the growth or 
manufacture of Great Britnin or Ireland, shall be pro 
hibited : Provided, such prohibition shall not extend to 
vessels, or their cargoes, arriving in any of the ports of 
the United States, before the —— day of next.” 


Mr. Smitu, of South Carolina, presented his 
modification of the original motion. It was de- 


clared to be a substitute by the Chair, and therc- 
fore out of order. 

Mr. Gites moved to strike out of the resolution 
the sine gua non condition, of restitution for ne- 
grocs carricd off. 

Mr. Sarr, of S. C., objected to the motion. He 
feared it would appcar like an abandonment of the 
claim. 

After some further debate on this amendment, 
Mr. Firzstwoxs suggested a substitute for the 
resolution to avoid the embarrassment of a specifi- 
cation. 

Mr. Gitts withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Saurus, of S. C., moved to strike out a specifi- 
cation, and insert a clause more general. 

After further conversation, Mr. ‘Tracy expressed 
a wish for the previous question, under the im- 
pression that this is not a proper time for a final 
decision of the subject. 

Mr. Surrn, of S. C., consented to withdraw his 
amendment until the previous question be put. 
After some debate, 

The previous question was called for by five 
members, to wit: “Shall the main question, to 
agree to the said resolution, be now put ?” 

And on the previous question, “Shall the said 
main question be now put?” it was resolved in the 
aflirmative—ycas 53, nays 44, as follows: 


Yeas.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
P. Carnea, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abra- 


| ham Clark, Isaac Coles, George Dent, Willian Findley, 


Willinm B. Giles, Nicholas Gilman, Christopher Green- 
up, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William B. Grove, 
George Iancock, Carter B, Harrison, John Heath, John 
ILunter, William Irvine, Matthew Locke, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Me- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, 
Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, 
Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, John 
Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, 
Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Sunilie, Isracl 
Smith, Sam’l Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph 
Winston, 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Henry Dearborn, 
Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah Forrest, 
Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Benja- 
min Goodhue, James Gordon, Thomas Hartley, Daniel 
Heister, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel 
Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa 
Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, Wil- 
liam Vans Murray, Nathaniel Niles, John S. Sher- 
burne, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah 
Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, 
Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Paine Wingate. 


Wepnespay, April 16. 

Ordered, That the petition of the inhabitants 
of Post Saint Vincennes, referred to in the Prest- 
pext’s Message of yesterday, be referred to Mr. 
Crark, Mr. Aunsrronc, Mr, Scorn, Mr. Wark- 
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ER, and Mr. Buounr; that they do examine the 
matter thereof, and report the samc, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House. : 

The House resumed the reading of the commu- 
nications referred to in the Message of yesterday, 
from the Presipent or THE UniTep Srates, and 
went through the same. 

Ordered, That the said communications do lie on 
the table. 


Taurspay, April 17. 


Mr. WILLIAM SMITH, from the committee ap- 
pointed to inquire whether any, or what further or 
other revenues are necessary for the support of the 
public credit; and, if further revenues are neces- 
sary, to report the ways and means, made a re- 
port; which was read, and ordered to be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House on Mon- 
day next. 


THE EMBARGO. 

The resolution proposed some days since, for 
the continuation of an embargo, was taken up in 
Committee of the Whole, Mr. Suersuane in the 
Chair. 

Mr. Lee made a motion for excepting foreign 
bottoms from the operation of the Embargo. ‘This 
motion was supported chiefly upon the grounds 
that the agricultural interest suffers by a general 
Embargo; that the chief intention of the Embargo 
is, to keep American navigation from the grasp of 
rapacity ; and this end will be as fully answered 
under the operation of the amendment. 

Against it, it was argued, that the distinction will 
excite a jealousy in the breast of our citizens; will 
tend to deprive us of our seamen, who will en- 
gage, for want of domestic employment, on board 
of foreign vessels, and also strip us of some por- 
tion of onr vessels, by rendering foreign bottoms 
much more valuable than American. It was also 
said, that one object of the Embargo will be frus- 
trated by the amendment—the fasting of the Bri- 
tish islands. Such a discrimination will render 
an Embargo, instead of an act calculated to repel 
an aggression, and prevent aggression in future, an 
encouragement to insult, by encouraging foreign 
trade in preference to American. The amendment 
was lost. 

Another amendment was proposed, to enable 
merchants, under certain restrictions, to send de- 
spatch boats to the West Indies, in order to com- 
ply with the forms requisite to lodge, within the 
limited time, appeals from the Admiralty Courts of 
the British islands. Several attempts were made 
to guard the provision, so that it should not be a 
means of evading the Embargo. This appeared, 
finally, not to have been done to the satisfaction of 
a majority; and, upon its being suggested that the 
renewal of the general Embargo resolution was a 
measure that did not admit of delay, and that the 
provision proposed might be considered at another 
time separately, the question was taken, and the 
amendment lost. 

The original resolution was agreed to by a very 
large majority, and reported to the House, where | 
it was immediately taken up. 


It was suggested that Sweden, by treaty, is po” 
sitively exempted from the operation of Em- 
bargoes, and that, if this be the case, France, Hol- 
land, &c., who hare, by treaty, the privileges o 
the most favored nations, are also exempt, and 
they should be positively exempted in the resolu- 
tion. 

It was answered, that treaties are the supreme 
law of the Jand, and cannot clash with a resolu- 
tion of Congress. However, it was conceived that 
the provision in the Swedish treaty is not alto- 
gether clear, and at any rate can only entitle them 
to carry away their vessels, but not to export our 
produce against our will; for, in that case, our 
every attempt to lay an Embargo might be baffled 
by those foreign nations. A proviso, however, 
was adopted, expressly excepting from the opera- 
tion of the Embargo, nations exempted by treaty. 
Another proviso was then adopted, to enable mer- 
chants to send despatch-boats to any of the West 
India islands, for the purpose stated above. The 
resolution was then agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the present embargo be continued, 
and every regulation concerning the same shall be 
in full force, until the twenty-fifth day of May next: 
Provided, That nothing in this resolution be con- 
strucd as intended to contravene any rights or 
privileges arising out of treaty or treaties between 
any forcign nation and the United States: And 
provided, also, That the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
States be authorized to permit the sailing of any 
vessel, for the sole purpose of lodging in the Courts 
of Vice Admiralty, in any of the West India islands, 
appeals from sentences or decrees of the said Courts, 
whereby vessels or cargoes claimed by an Amcrican 
citizen or citizens, have been condemned: Pro- 
vided, That bond, with sufficient security, be pre- 
viously given, that such vessel shall not, directly 
or indirectly, carry on any commerce whatsoever, 
during the voyage. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. Wirraw Smin, from the Standing Com- 
mittee of Elections, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Abram Trigg, complaining of an undue 
election and return of Francis Preston, to serve 
as a member of this House, for the State of Virgi- 


nia, made a report; which was read, as follows: 


“That, upon examining the evidence in this case, it 
appears that, m the county of Lee, in the said State, 
the poll was closed, after due proclamation by the she- 
riff, at or about three o'clock, p. m.; that application 
was afterwards made to the sheriff to open the poll for 
several yoters who appeared, which the sheriff refused, 
On recurring to the election law of Virginia, the sheriff 
appears lo be vested with discretionary power to close 
the poll at any time of the day after three proclama- 
tions made, and no voters appearing. The committee 
are, therefore, of opinion that the election was conduct 
ed according to law in the said county. 

“Jt appears that the sheriff of Washington county, in 
consequence of rain, adjourned the poll to the second 
day ; and that, from the latituile of diseretion vested in 
him by law, he was fully authorized so to do 

“No evidence having been produced in suppcrt of 
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the charge that persona were polled in Washington 
county, who live in the territory South of the Ohio, and 
in Kentucky, the petitioner has abandoned that charge. 

“The evidence, with regard to Montgomery county, 
being very voluminous, and in some respects contradic- 
tory, the committee have found some difficulty in form- 
ing an opinion in relation to that county. The follow- 
ing facts, however, app2ar to be well established, viz : 

“That Captain William Preston, brother, and agent 
at the election, of the sitting member, was quartered 
near Montgomery court-house, with about 60 or 70 Fe- 
deral Loops, of which he bad the command; that, on 
the day of election, the said troops were marched ın a 
body twice or three times round the court house, and 
paraded in front of, and close to the door thereof ; that, 
towards the close of the election, the said troops were 
polled, generally in favor of the sitting member, but 
their votes were put down on a separate paper, and, af- 
ter the election, at the comparison of the polls of the re- 
spective counties, were rejected by the returning offi- 
cers; that some of then threatened to beat any person 
who should vote in favor of the petitioner; that one of 
the soldiers struck and knocked down a magistrate who 
was attending at the said election; that three soldiers 
stood at the dvor of the court-house, and refused to ad- 
mit a voter because he declared he would vote for the 
petitioner ; that many of the country people were dis- 
eatisfied with the conduct of the soldiers, which pro- 
duced altercations at the election between the soldiers 
and the country people, the former being generally for 
the sitting member, and the latter for the petitioner, and 
terminated in a violent affray between them after the 
poll was closed ; that some of the soldiers being after- 
wards interrogated why they said they would beat any 
man who voted for Trigg, replied, “they who are bound 
must obey.” That, though ıt is doubtful whether any 
of the soldiers were armed at the court-house. yet it ap 
pears that, at the time of the affray, after the election, 
Captain Preston bad a aword and dagger; and that, 
when the soldiers being overpowered by the country 
people, retreated to their barracks, some guus were fired 

y the soldiers towards the country people. 

“The committee, on full consideration of all the evi- 
dence in relation to Montgomery county, from which 
the foregoing facts result, are of opinion that, notwith- 
standing the soldiers were not disfranchised of the right 
of voting, merely as such, yct their conduct, as well as 
that of their commander, was inconsistent with that 
freedom and fairness which ought to prevail at elec- 
tions; and that, although it does not appear, from any 
other than hearsay testimony, that any voter was actu- 
ally prevented from voting, yet there 13 every reasona- 
ble ground to believe that some were, and that the elee- 
tion was unduly and unfairly biassed by the turbulent 
and menacing conduct of the military ; and that the pe- 
titioner, who only lost his election by a majority of ten 
votes, has not had that fair opportunity of oblaining the 
suffrages of the people of that district, to which every 
candidate is entitled. The committee, therefore, view- 
ing the precedent as a dangerous one, and considering 
the inestimable privilege of free suffrage ought never to 
be violated by any military interposition ; that the sit- 
ting member may have obtained a majority by impro- 
per influence, and that the petitioner ought to have a 
chance of obtaining a seat on equal terms, are of 
opinion that Francis Preston is not duly elected a mem- 
ber of this House.” 


In support of the reasoning and conclusion of 
this report, the petitioner submitted a paper, con- 
taining, at great length, his observations on the 


depositions and other exhibits connected with this 
case. 

Ordered, That the hearing on the trial of the 
said contested election be proceeded on in the 
House on ‘Tuesday next. 

Mr. Witiiam Sita, from the committee to 
whom was referred the Message from the PRESI- 
DENT oF THE Usirep Srares, of the 18th of 

| March last, relative to an advance of money, re- 
quested by the Minister of the French Republic, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 


Fripay, April 18. 


A message from the Senate informed the Mouse, 
that the Senate have agreed to the resolution of 
this House, to continue the present embargo on 
ships or vessels in the ports of the United States, 
bound to any foreign port or place, with an amend- 
ment; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendment, and the same being read, was 
agreed to. 


NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


The report of the Committee of the Whole on 
Mr. Cvarx’s resolution for a non-importation of 
British goods, was called up. 

The consideration of it at the present time was 
opposed chiefly on the ground that an Envoy had 
been nominated by the Executive to negotiate 
with Great Britain; that the adoption of this re- 
solution, at the present time, would be a bar to 
those negotiations, an infringement on the right of 
the Executive to negotiate, and an indeliracy to- 
wards that department; and that, since it leads 
to war, other measures should precede its adop- 
tion. 

It was answered, that the Legislature have 
solely a right to regulate commerce; that this 
measure is strictly within the Constitutional duty 
of the Legislature ; thal, if there is any indelicacy 
in the clashing of the proceedings of the Legisla- 
ture and Executive, the indelicacy is with the Ex- 
ecutive, as the resolution—the object of debate— 
had been several days pending in the House be- 
fore the nomination of an Envoy Extraordinary 
was made; that the resolution cannot Jead to war, 
as we have a right, as an independent nation, to 
regulate our commerce, and will, on the contrary, 
be the best means of bringing negotiation to 4 
happy issue. 

After much debate, the question on taking the 
report up was put, and the yeas and nays being 
called for, were taken, and stood—yeas 37, nays 42, 
as follows : 


Yras.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiboruc, Abra- 
ham Clark, Isaac Coles, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dear- 
born, George Dent, William Findley, William B. Giles, 
James Gillespie. Christopher Greenup. Andrew Gregg, 
Samuel (Grifino, William Barry Grove, George Hancock, 
Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, John Hunter, William 
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Trvine, Matthew Locke, Wiliam Lyman, Nathaniel Ma- 
con, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Me- 
bane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muh- 
lenberg, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
Alexander D. Orr, Johu Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickens, Francis Preston, Rubert Rutherford, Thomas 
Scott, John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, 
Jsrael Smith, Samnel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas 
Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, Benjamm Williams, Richard Winn, 
and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Benjamin Bourne. Lambert Cadwalader, Da- 
vid Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Samuel Dexter, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah Forrest, Dwight Foster, Eze- 
kiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin 
Goodhue, James Gordon, Thomas Hartley, Daniel 
Heister. James ILillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel 
Holten. John Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, Richard 
Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, William Vans Murray, 
Nathanicl Niles, Theodore Sedgwick, William Smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy. Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter 
Van’ Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads- 
worth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Paine Wingate. 


Mr. Bearry then proposed an amendment to the 
resolution as reported, which modifies it so as to pro- 
vide that the intercourse shall he restored when the 
treaty ix fulfilled, and reparation for the injuries 
suffered by our navigation is made to the satisfac- 
tion of the Executive, This, after some debate, 
was withdrawn to give way to an amendment from 
Mr. Mapisox, which will make the proposition read, 
in substance, as follows: 


“ Whereas, the injuries suffered, and likely to be suf- 
fered by the United States, from a violation of our neu- 
tral rights and commercial interests on the part of 
Great Botain, and also from a failure in the execution 
of the seventh article of the Treaty of Peace, make it 
expedient that our commercial intercourse with that 
nation should not remain as extensive as it now is: 
Therefore, 

© Resolved, That, from the day of next, our 
connnercial intercourse with that nation be suspended.” 

The chief difference, it will be observed, be- 
tween this proposition and the original resolution, 
is, that in this, it is not specified on what condi- 
tions the intercourse shall be restored; leaving 
therefore, to a future Legislature, when they are 
satisfied with the reparation which negotiation 
may procure from Great Britain fo renew our 
commercial relations with that country. ‘Che op- 
posers of the original resolution asked for time to 
consider the amendment, and it was ordered to be 
printed. 


Moxpar, April 21. 


Ordered, That the copy of the Laws of the Ter- 
rilory Northwest of the River Ohio, which accom- 
panied the Message from the PRESIDENT oF ‘THE 
Untrep States of the twenty-first of January last, 
be referred to Mr. Finpbry, Mr. Greence, Mr. LHux- 
ter, Mr. McDowers, and Mr. Corr. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled ‘ An 
act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads with- 


in the United States,” with several amendments ; 
to which they desire the concurrence of this 
House. 


NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


The Iouse resumed the consideration of the re- 
solution reported by the Committee of the Whole 
House on the fifteenth instant, to prohibit all com- 
mercial intercourse between the citizens of the 
United States and the subjecls of the King of Great 
Britain, or thetcitizens or subjects of any other na- 
tion, so far as the same respects articles uf the 
growth or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland ; 
and the amendment and modification thercof, which 
was proposed on Friday last, being further consid- 
ered and debated, the said resolution was amended 
to read as follows: 


“ Whereas, the injwies which have been suffered, and 
may be suffered, by the United States, from viola- 
tions committed by Great Britain on their neutral 
rights and commercial interests, as well as from her 
failure to execute the seventh article of the Treaty 
of Peace, render it expedient for the interest of the 
United States, that the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the two countries should not continue to be 
carried on in the extent at present allowed ; 


“ Resolved, That, from and after the first day of No- 
vember next, all commercial intercourse between the 
citizens of the United States and the subjects of the 
King of Great Britain, or the citizens or subjects of 
any other nation, so far as the same respects articles of 
the growth or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, 
shall be prohibited :” 


And then the main question being put, that this 
House doth agree to the said resolution as amend- 
ed, it was resolved in the affirmative—ycas 58, 
nays 38, as follows: 

Yeras.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abra- 
ham Clark, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, George ‘Dent, William Findley, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas 
Gilman, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Sa- 
muel Grifin, William Barry Grove, George Hancock, 
Carter B. Harrison, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, 
John Hunter, William Irvine, Matthew Locke, Wil- 
lian Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph 
McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, 
Andrew Moore, William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, 
Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, John 
Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, 

robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, Jobn S. Sherburne, 

John Smilie, Isracl Smith, Samucl Smith, Thomas 
Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, Abrahain Venable, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williauns, Richard Winn, and Joseph 
Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Da- 
vid Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Samuel Dexter, 
Uriah Forrest, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilhert, Henry 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James (Jordon, Daniel Fei- 
ster, James Hillhouse, William Tlindman, Jolm Wilkes 
Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard 
Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, Theodore Sedgwick, Jere- 
miab Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Tal- 
bot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, John E. Van Allen. Peter Van Gaasbech, Peieg 
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Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, 
John Watts, and Paine Wingule. 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in. pur” 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. CLARK, 
Mr. Mapisox, Mr. Lyman, Mr. CARNES, and Mr. 
Grove, do prepare and bring in the same. 


Turspay, April 22. 

Mr. Firzstwons, from the committee to whom 
was recorumitted the report of the committee on 
the memorial of Arthur St. Clair, made an amenda- 
tory report; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill directing a detach 
ment from the Militia of the United States; and, 
after some time spent thercin, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made an amendment 
thereto; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the Louse. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

‘he House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill providing for raising 
and organizing a corps of Artillerists and Engi- 
neers; and after some time spent therein, the Chair- 
man reported that the Committee had had the said 
bill under consideration, and made several amend- 
ments thereto; which were severally twice read, 
and agreed to by the ITouse. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

‘he House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States; and the same being read, 
some were agreed to, and others disagreed to. 


Weonespay, April 23. 

An engrossed bill directing a detachment from the 
Militia of tho United States was read the third time 
and passed. 

An engrossed bill, providing for raising and organ- 
izing a corps of Artillerists and Engincers, was read 
the third time aud passed. 

Mr. Ler, from tho committee to whom were re- 
ferred several remonstrances from the citizens of 
the United States west of the Alleghany Mount- 
tains, respecting the navigation of the river Missis- 
sippi, made a report; which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The Speaxer laid before the Iouse a Letter aud 
Report from the Secretary of State, on the petition 
of Stephen Sayre; which were read, and ordered to 
be referred to Mr. Parker, Mr. Saini, and Mr. 
Barry; that they do examine the matter thercof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 

Mr. Giark, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to suspend the importation of certain 
goods, wares, and merchandise; which was read 

` twice and committed. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act allowing Lieutenant Colonel Tousard an equi- 
valent for his pension for life,” with several amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to inquire whether any, or what, further 
or other revenues are necessary for the support of 
public credit, and, if further revenues are necessary, 
to report the ways and means; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Commiltce rose and report- 
ed progress. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate recede from their amendment, dis- 
agreed to by this House, for striking out the 
twenty-first section of the bill entitled “ An act to 
establish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 
United States.” The Senate insist on their tenth 
amendment to the first section ; also, to Lheir amend- 
ment for adding a new section to follow Lhe twenty- 
seventh section of the said bill, and desire a confer- 
ence with this Iouse on the subject-matter of the 
said amendments; to which conference the Senate 
have appointed managers on their part. 

The {Jouse proceeded to consider so much of 
the said message as desires a conference on the 
subject-matter of the amendments depending be- 
tween the two ITouses to the bill, entitled “An act 
to establish the Post Office and Post Roads within 
the United States.” Whereupon, 

Resvlved, That this House doth agree to the said 
conference; and that Mr. Tracy, Mr. Murray, and 
Mr. Sepewick, be appointed managers at the same, 
on the part of this House. 


Tuurspay, April 24. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom were referred several remonstrances from 
citizens of the United States West of the Alleghany 
Mountains respecting the navigation of the river 
Mississippi, be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Monday next. 

The Spraxer laid before the House a Letter from 
the Secretary cf State, accompanying the transla- 
tion of an Address from the Representatives of the 
French People, members of the Committee of 
Public Safety, to the Congress of the United 
States; which were read, and ordered to lic on the 
table. 

The Ionse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Jouse on the bill to suspend the im- 
portation of certain goods, wares, and merchandise ; 
and, after some time spent thercin, the Chairman 
roported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made an amendment 
thereto; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the House. 

The said bill was further amended at the Clerk’s 
table ; and on the question that the said bill, to- 
gether with the amendments, be engrossed, and 
read the third time to morrow, it was resolved in 
the affirmative—yeas 57, nays 81, as follows: 


Yras.—Jamwnes Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
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ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Lambert 
Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thu- 
mas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Isaac Coles, Hem y 


Dearborn, George Dent, William Findley, W illiam B. | 


Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Andrew Gregg, 
Samuel Griffin, William B. Grove, George Hancock, 
Carter B. Harrison, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, Jobn 
Hunter, William Irvine, Matthew Locke, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Me- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Peter Mublenberg, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
‘Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickens, Francis Preston, Kobert Rutherford, Thomas 
Scott, John S. Sherburne. John Smilie, Isracl Smith, 
Samnel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, Abra- 
ham Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, 
Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Navs.—Fisher Ames, Shearjashub Bourne, Benja- 
min Bourne, David Cobb, Peleg Cofün, Joshua Coit, 
Samuel Dexter, Uriah Forrest, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Daniel Heister, 
James Willhouse, William Ilindman, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Jlenry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland 
Lee, francis Malbone, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah 
Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, 
George Thatcher, Uriah ‘Macy, Jonathan Trumbull, 
Joho E. Van Allen, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads 
worth, Arlemas Ward, John Watts, and Paine Win 
gale, 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tec of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to inquire whether any, or what, 
further or other revenues are necessary for the 
support of public eredil, and if further revenues 
are necessary, to report the ways and moans; and, 
alter some time spent thercin, the Committee rose, 
and reported progress, 


Fripay, April 25. 


An engrossed bill to suspend the importation of 
certain goods, wares, and merchandise, was read 
the third time; and on the question, that the said 
bill do pass, it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 
58, nays 34, as follows: 


Yras—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thumas Blount, Lambert 
Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho 
mas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Isaac Coles, William J. 
Dawson, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, William Find- 
ley, Thomas Vitzsimons, William B. Giles, James Gil- 
lespie, Nicholas Gilman, Christopher Greenup, Samuel 
Griffin, William Barry Grove, George JTaneock, Carter 
B. Uarrison, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, William 
Thvine, Henry Latimer, Matthew Locke, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Moe- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Peter Muhlenburg, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, Thomas 
Scott, Johu S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Thomas Spriggs, Abraham ‘Venable, 
Francis Walker, Benjamin Willams, Richard Winn, 
and Joseph Winston. 

Nays —Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 


1 Joshua Coit, Samuel Dexter, Uriah Forrest, Dwight 

Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Good- 
hue, James Cordon, James Hillhouse, William Hind- 
man, John Wilkes Kittera, Richard Bland Lee, Francis 
Malbone, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, William 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatch- 
: er, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van 

Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremi- 


ah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Paine 
| Wingate. 


| The SPEAKER laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying a state- 
ment. of the cases of all claimants to be placed on 
the pension list of the United States, who ob- 
tained certificates from the Judges of the Circuit 
Courts signed as Commissioners, and also from the 
Judge of the District of Maine; which was read, 
and ordered to be referred to Mr. Tracy, Mr. 
TREDWELL, Mr. Bearry, Mr. Irving, and Mr. 
Tuatcuer; that they do examine the matter there- 
of, and report the same, with their opinion there- 
upon, to the House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
* An act allowing Licutenant Colonel Tousard an 
equivalent for his pension for life,” and, the same 
being read, was agreed to. 

A memorial of the merchants and others, in- 
habitants of the town of Norwich, in the State of 
Counceticut, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that ihe most speedy and effectual mea- 
sures may be adopted by Congress, to obtain resti- 
tution for the depredatious committed on the pro- 
perty of the citizens of the United States by the 

| subjects of Great Britain, under the authority of that 
Government. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House to whoin is 
committed the motion of the twenty-seventh ultimo, 
for the sequestration of all the debts due from the 
citizens of the United States to the subjects of the 
King of Great Britain. 

Mr. Frwiey, from the committee appointed, 
presented, a bill for the rehef of Nicholas Rieb ; 
which was twice read, and committed. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Letter of the 
Committee of Publie Safety of the French Re- 
public, addressed to Congress, be transmitted to 
the Presinent or 1Ht Unirep Srates, and that 
he be requested to cause the same to be answered on 
behalf of this House, in terms expressive of their 
sensibility for the friendly and affectionate manner 
in which they have addressed the Congress of the 
United States, with an unequivocal assurance that 
the Representatives of the people of the United 
States have much interest in the happiness and 
prosperity of the French Republic. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wintaam Smitu and Mr. 
PARKER, be a committee to wait on the PRESIDENT, 
with the foregoing resolution. 

Ordered, That the amendatory report of the 
committee to whom was recommitted the report on 
the memorial of Arthur St. Clair, which lay on the 
table, be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Monday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the TTouse, 
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that the Senate have passed the Dill, entitled “ An 
act to encourage the recruiting service,” with se- 
veral amendments; to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 

‘The Louse procecded to consider the said amend- 
ments; whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth disagree to the 
amendnicnt proposed to the first section, and doth 
agree to the amendment to the fourth section of 
the said bill. 

The SPEAKER laid before the [louse a Letter 
and report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
enclosing the copy of a contract made with the 
Bauk of the United States, transmitted pursuant 
to the resolution of this touse of the twenty-cighth 
of February last; which were read, and ordered 
to be referred to the Committee of the} Whole 


House to whom is committed the bill providing | 


for the payment of the second instalment due on 
a loan made of the Bank of the United States. 


SaTURDAY, April 26. 


Tho Ilouse proceeded to the hearing on the trial 
of the contested clection in the case of the petition 
of Abram ‘Trigg, complaining of an undue election 
and return of FRANCIS PRESTON, to serve as a 
member of this House for the State of Virginia; 
whereupon, 

Ordered, That the petitioner, on his prayer, be 
adinitied to the bar of the House, to be heard in 
the support of the allegations of his petition. 

The depositions and other exhibits, as well on 
behalf of the petitioner, as of the sitting member, 
being partly read, an adjournment was called for, 
and carricd. 


Monnay, April 28. 


ALEXANDER GILLON, from South Carolina, ap- 
peared, produced his ercdentials, aud took his seat. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have disagreed to the bill, entitled 
“An act to suspend the importation of certain 
goods, wares, and merchandise.” 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate recede from thcir amendments dis- 
agreed to by this Jlouse, and sisted on by the 
Senate, to the bill, entitled “ An act to establish 
the Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States,” and do agree to the said amendments, 
with an amendment and moditication of the same, 
agrecably to the report of the Joint Committce of 
Conference. 

The Iouse proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ment and modification ; and, the same being read, 
were agreed to. ` 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate adhere to their amendment dis- 
agreed to by this Jouse, to the first section of the 
bill, entitled “ An act to encourage the recruiting 
service.” 

The House proceeded to consider the said mes- 
sage. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a conference be desired with the 
Senate, on the subject maiter of the amendment. 


` 


adhered to; and that Mr. JEREMIA WADSWORTH, 
Mr. FixpLeY, and Mr. MAcoN, be appointed mana- 
gers at the said conference on the part of this 
House. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittce of the Whole House, on the bill making 
certain alterations in the act for establishing the 
Judicial Courts of the United States, and altering 
the time of holding certain Courts; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose, and re- 
ported progress. 

CONTESTED ELECTION, 

The Iouse resumed the hearing on the trial of 
the contested election in the case of the petition 
of ABRAM Triac, complaining of an undue elec- 
tion and return of FRANCIS PRESTON, to serve as 
a member of this louse for the State of Virginia. 

When the Clerk had finished the reading of the 
examination of witnesses in the case of Mr. PRES- 
TON, that member rose to enter upon a reply. He 
observed, that the discussion of this question had 
been so long deferred very much against his wish- 
es; but as ıt was now two o'clock in the after noon, 
and as it would require more than an hour for 
him to go through his remarks, he should, if agrec- 
able to the House, defer beginning thew till to- 
morrow. At the same time, if it was more agree- 
able to gentlemen, he should enter upon the sub- 
ject just now. 

After a few words from Mr. W. SMITH, and Mr. 
Trica, it was determined to defer the business till 
to-morrow, 

After some conversation on the Post Oftice bill, 
it was passed. It was agreed to appoint a Com- 
mittee of Conference with the Senate, on dis- 
agrecing to the bill for the support of the present 
Military Establishment. 

The House then went into a Committee of the 
Whole Louse, on the report respecting the better 
regulation of the Courts of Justice in some of the 
Southern States. 

Mr. S. Surrm, of Maryland, stated the incon- 
yeniences that arose from the present arrange- 
ment of the Courts in the State of which he was 
a Representative. It was at one period of a cause 
requisite to travel to the Eastern shore of the 
Chesapeake, aud hire an Attorney for going to 
that distance. In another stage of the question, 
the whole business was transfcrred to an opposite 
side of the Bay. This, in the trial of criminal 
cases, is attended with maup inconveniences. He 
mentioned an instance of u captain of a vessel 
who had beeu apprehended for smuggling; but 
while they were conducting him across the Bay, 
to his trial, he seized a proper opportunity, jump- 
cd out of the boat, swam ashore, away he went, 
and was never heard of. 

. Mr. Macon, Mr. W. SMITH, Mr. NICHOLAS, Mr. 
Firzstmows, and several other members, spoke to 
the question. Numerous inconveniences were 
stated, as arising from the present arrangement of 
Courts of Law. One particular circumstance may 
serve asaspecimen. In some places of the South- 
ern States, a person may, for a cause of twenty 
dollars, be put to the trouble and expense of tras el- 
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ing backwards and forwards, to the extent alto- 
gether of nine hundred miles, before he can be 
sure of obtaining a decision. Tt was admitted that. 
considerable grievances of this kind existed, but 
to point out an effectual remedy seemed very dif- 
ficult. 

Mr. Frrzsimons was of opinion that the House 
ghould endeavor to expedite this affair, if possible, 
as they had many other subjects on hand: and if 
they did not quicken their progress, he foresaw that, 
at the end of the session, a great part of the public 
business would remain undone. He therefore re- 
commended despatch. 

The Committee then rose, reported progress, 
and had leave to sit again. 


not affect the question before the House, Mr. S. 
was ready, and had long been so, to give his voice 
for dismissing the petition of Mr. Trigg. He had 
not the smallest shadow of doubt upon the matter, 

Mr. Macon was of the same opinion. It had 
been asserted that in this case the laws of Virginia 
had been violated. He would be glad to learn 
what law. 

Mr. W. Sru considered it as a very clear 
point that the election was nota fair one, because 
it was cvident that the petitioner had not enjoyed 
an equally fair chance with the sitting member. 
It was true, that some facts in the petition had 
not been completely substantiated, but many had. 
The Ilouse had been told that hearsay testimony 
was unworthy of altention : but he wished to re- 
mind them that they were not, like a Court of 
Law, restricted to proeced upon regular proof, 
and not to go beyond the letter of it. They were 
entitled to hear and weigh everything advanced. 
and to form their opiutun from the general con- 
viction arising upon the whole circumstances. 
Some faets of the most unwarrantable kind had 
come out, Three of Captain Prestons soldiers 
guarded the door of the Courthouse where the 
election was held. When a person, since ex- 
amined as an evidence, wanted to go in, they 
stopped him with this question—* Are you to vote 
for Trigg? Upon answering yes, they replied, 
« By Jesus, then, you shall not :” and though he 
was fifty-eight years of age, two of them laid hold 
upon him and cast him to the ground; when he 
got up again, he went off Mr N. said that there 
was a clear collusion between Captain Preston and 
the soldiery. 

[Here Mr. Prestox interrupted Mr. Smita, by 
declaring that there was no such thing in the 
evidence.] 

Mr. S. affirmed that there was. [The Clerk 
was then directed to read part of the examination 
of the witnesses, when the particulars above stated 
appeared in the proat] and Mr. S. insisted that 
they contained a demonstration of collusive mea- 
sures between the sitting member, his brother 
Captain Preston and the military. Tt was objected 


Turspay, April 29. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate agree to the conference desired by 
this House, on the subject-matter of the amend- 
ment disagreed to by this House, and adhered to 
by the Senate, to the first section of the bill, enti- 
tied “ An act to encourage the recruiting service,” 
and have appointed managers ab the said conference 
on their behalf. 

CONTESTED ELECTION. 

The House resumed the hearing on the trial of 
the contested election in the case of the petition 
of Agram Trice, complaining of an undue elec- 
tion and return of Francis PRESTON, to serve as 
a member of this House for the State of Virginia ; 
and the observations, in writing, of the petitioner, 
on the depositions and other exhibits in the said 
case, being read, and the sitting member fully 
heard in his defence, the parties retired from the 
bar. 

The House then proceeded to a decision on the 
said contested election; and— 

Mr. Trice and Mr. Preston spoke, cach of them, 
for some time, to the merits of the case. 

Mr. Scorr then rose.—He declared that, of all 
the questions which had ever come before that 
House, the present was to him the most wonder- 
ful. ‘Io tell us that an election had Leen over- 
ruled by a party of soldiers, was indeed extraor- | to Mr. S., on the part of the soldiers, that they 
dinary. Upon such an outrage, it was most astou- had only said they could, not that they would 
ishing that the whole country did not rise, as one | kuock down Mr. Trigg’s voter. But Mr. S. con- 
man, to resent and punish it. But, for his own sidered this critical distinction as minute and tri- 
part, he saw the matter in an opposite point of | fling from the lips of a soldier in liquor. IIe did 
vicw. He could not, for his soul, discover the j not undersland its acenracy, and he imagined that 
smallest pretence to set aside the election of Mr. | his own uerves must have been as much affected by 
Prrstox, nor could he comprehend or conceive | the could as by the would. Many of the country 
upon what ground so strange a notion had been ; people had expressed wuch dissatisfaction with the 
started. As for Captain Preston, brother to the | soldiers. It was proved that when the fray began, 
silting member, whose conduct had been so loudly ; Captain Preston had wished to have tweuty of his 
excepted against, Mr. S. said, that his behaviour at | soldiers there; and this hinl was no sooner given 
the election was that of a sage: instead of the fire | than a person ran off, and immediately returned 
of youth, he had discovered all the moderation | with a party of them. 
that could have been expected from the character Mr. SHERBURNE was for supporting the sitting 
of a philosopher As to the introduction of sol-! member. He wished that the time of the House 
diers at the clection, he saw no harm init. They | might not be squandered in an useless display of 
had a right to be there, for they were equally en- | eloquence; it was, to be sure, very agreeable to 
titled with other American citizens to give their | the speaker himself. but at the same time very 
votes in the choice of a Representative. The superfiaons in regard to his audience. 
quarrel that succeeded was accidental, and did! [The Clerk was again ordered to read some 
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character, But it was the misfortune of the South- 
ern States, that their citizens assembled in large 
bodies ; the Electors of a county meet all together, 
before the Sheriff, and give their votes at the same 
time. Hence it appears, that an eleetion in the 
Southern States is nothing but a nursery of su- 


passages in the proof, as far as they respected the 
behaviour of Captain Preston.] 

Mr. W. Smite then rose a second time. As | 
member of the Committee that had been chosen 
upon this subject, he was entitled to vindicate 
their report, of which he read some extracts very 
unfavorable to the behaviour of the soldiers. Mr. | perlative mischief. He said that he was some- 
S. observed that Mr. Preston, in his defence, had | what surprised at hearing another member [Mr. 
been extremely profuse of his censure on the Com- | W. Smits} express so much resentment at an 
mittee, for doing what they considered to be their} election riot. The gentleman had access to the 
duly. Mr. S., referring to the observations of Mr. | history of a certain election, where the very Chan- 
SHERBURNE, said that he was perfectly in order | cellor of a Court of Justice bred a riot in his own 
for defending the report of the Committee, be- | Court, for the express purpose of serving his party. 
cause it was justified by the facts. Though the) Much had been said about the enormity of knoek- 
quarrel between the soldiers and the country peo- | ing down a Justice of the Peace; and in the re- 
ple did not happen till after the poll, yet still it) port of the affair, it was stated as if the Magis- 
arose from bad blood before the poll began, and | trate had been at the Court house in his official 
therefore a reference to it was strictly in order. | capacity. Now, sir, suid Mr. S., in this part of it 
Mr. Suri snid, that it was no part of his inten-! the report is not fair, The Justice of the Peace 
tion to injure the character of Captain Preston, | was not there in his official capacity. He was 
who, when the tumult began, took off his sword | there drunk, sir; and he gave the first blow, sir, 
and gave it to some person to hold. For this | to the man who knocked him down. Mr. S. had, 
moderation Captain Preston deserved credit. But| by the first accounts of this election, been very 
still Mr. S. considered himself as justified in op-| much prejudiced against the election of the sit- 
posing the election, since it was not coudueted | tng member; but when he came to examine 
with that fairness, that regularity, and that equal-| closely into the subject, he declared that he had 
ity of chances, requisite upon Republican princi- | never known an election in the Southern States 
ples. He read a quotation from Blackstone, as to where there was so little mischief. He was sorry, 
elections: “ Violent interposition!” says that wri-| for the honor of his part of the country, to give 
ter; “ what is it, but to cut Government up by the | this account of it to the Eastern members, but in 
roots, and poison the foundation of public secu- point of comuson jusuce to Mr. Preston, they 
rity?” He dwelt at soine length on this ides, and | ought to be informed that a Southern election is 
on the peculiar impropriety of military interposition. quite a different sort of transacuion from one of 
He suid Mr. Preston had only a majority of ten) theirs. 
votes; and when the circumstance of sixty or In the evidenve before ihe House, it had been 
seventy soldiers driving off the voters of Mr. Trigg | stated that one person was seen at the Court- 
was opposed to such a narrow majority, could any- | house with a club under his coat, But, sir, said 
body call this transaction legal ? Mr. S, I suppose that five hundred of my con- 

[At the words “ten votes,” Mr. S. was twice | stituents had clubs under their coats; so that if 
interrupted; first by Mr. Macon, and next by Mr. | this be sufficient for putting an end to an election, 
S. Sarra, of Maryland; but he persisted in his| the Committee may begin by dissolving tine. 
assertion. ] If the Committee are to break up every election 

He had stated facts: the premises were obvious. | where persons were seen drunk, they will hive a 
Shall the House suffer an offiver, the brother of a | great deal of work upon hand, sir. In whit way 
candidate, to seize the door of a Court-house, aud | were elections for Southern members carried on ? 
turn away the voters aguinst his brother! It had| A man of influence came to the place of election 
been said that it was customary, in that part of | at the head of two or three hundred of his friends; 
the country, for a candidate to collect his friends, | and to be sure they would not, if they could help 
and block up doors; but surely it was a very im- | it, suffer anybody on the other side to give a vote, 
proper custom. The sitting member had said, that | as lung as they were there. It was certainly a 
if bis brother made any wrong step he should have j very bad custom, and must very much surprise 
been prosecuted in a Court of Law. Mr. S. did | an Bastera member; but it was the custom, and 
not mean to say that Captain Preston had com- perfectly known to be so; and therefore it was 
mitted any offence worthy of that. fe did noi | very injurious to hold up the conduct of Captain 
perhaps imagine that he was doing any wrong at} Preston as a pretence for dissolving the election. 
all. it had been asked— Was it possible that sixty | The behaviour of that young pentleman, when 
or seventy unarmed soldiers could overawe two or } insulted, had been exemplary. In the midst of a 
three hundred people? He thought it possible. riotous mob he gave away his sword, that he 

Mr. S. Saru, of Maryland, defended Mr, Pres- | might do no mischief in that way. Tis was a 
rox. He said, that in forming an impartial judg- | great instance of moderation and presence of mind. 
ment upon this question, various circumstances | The aspersions cast upon the eharacier of this 
must be taken into consideration, besides the facts | oficer Mr. S. regarded as highly unjust, and they 
in evidence before the House. In elections in the | inight, if not properly taken notice of, be extreme- 
Eastern States, the citizens met in small bodies, l ty injurious to his hopes of advaucing in the ser- 
and they conducted the business with that order | vice. Captain Preston had gone to the Court- 
and deeency which became the true Republican | house as‘a private citizen, and he had a rigni to 
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be there. As to the menace of the soldiers, that 
they could knock down one of Colonel Trigg’s 
voters, this was very different from asserting that 
they would doit. Were aman to have come up 
to Mr. S., in the street, and say, “ I wiil knock you 
down, sir,” Mr. 8. would be for striking that man; 
but were he only to say, “ I can knock you down, 
sir,” the expression would be quite different. But, 
as to the affray that fell out alter the election was 
over, Mr. S. asserted that, if the soldiers had kill- 
ed all the country people, or the country people 
had killed all the soldiers, this had nothing to do 
with the merits of the clection itself. And as to 
this quarrel, few young men had the temper of 
this young officer, [Captain Preston,] in ordering 
off his soldiers; so that instead of the censure of 
that House, he deserved their praise. At his age, 
Mr. S. would not have ordered his men off; and 
as to the censure on the military, inserted in the 
report, he did not agree with it. It would be a 
very fine reason, to be sure, to vacate a seat in 
that House, because one of the Electors had been 
seen with a club under his coat! Mr. 8. was sorry 
to give such a description to the Eastern mem- 
bers, of the manners of his country; bat he did 
so, that he might hinder them from being hurt at 
the facts brought forward in the evidence. He 
concluded, by reminding these members that it 
would be ridiculous to measure one thing by an- 
other, which waa perfectly opposite, or to judge of 
a Southern by the customs of an Eastern elec- 
tion. 

Mr. Cuarx said, that three days had now been 
spent upon this business. Long speeches did not 
alter the way in which members were to give their 
votes, and they were therefore nothing but a loss 
of time; he wished for the question. 

Mr. Macon said that there was no law to hinder 
the militia from attending elections. 

Mr. Giuton spoke for a few minutes. He saw no 
reason why another member [Mr. W. Siru, of 
S. C.] should be so much hurt by the circumstance 
of an election riot. Referring to the specch of 
Mr. S. Sarr, he observed, that there was a riot 
at the gentleman’s own election, and in his own 
favor; and still worse, this riot was in a Church : 
the riot was raised by a Magistrate, who, with his 
own hand, dragged one of the opposite party oul 
of the Church, And if you want evidence of all 
this, said Mr. Gu..ox, | myself was present, and 
can be a witness. Mr. G. saw, therefore, no rea- 
son why there should be such a noise about this 
election in particular, when others were just as 
bad, or a great deal worse. The member [Mr. 
PrustTox] was duly qualified to hold his scat, and 
Mr. G. hoped that he would hold it. 

Mr. Sroawrtcx, Mr. Nicuouas, Mr. LYMAN, Mr. 
Lre, and some other members also spoke ; but it 
is not necessary to go into further detail. The 
question was at last called for. Mr. Ames proposed 
that the yeas and nays should be taken, but this 
was not done. 

The petition of Mr. Trigg, and the report of 
the Committee upon it, were rejected, without a di- 
vision. 

And the House adjourned. 


Wepnespay, April 30. 


Mr. Crank, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of the inhabitants of Post St. 
Vincennes, communicated by a written Message 
from the Presipent or THE Uniten States, of 
the fifteenth instant, made a report, which was read 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to inquire whether any, or what, 
further revenues are necessary, to report the ways 
and means; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported progress. 


INDEMNITY FOR SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr. Goovaus laid on the table the following re- 
solution : 


“ Whereas, itta a primary object in the establishment 
of Civil Government, to protect the persons and pro- 
perty of its citizens from the violence of nations as well 
as individuals : and whereas many of the citizens of the 
United States have suffered great losses, by spoliation 
made on their commerce, under the authority of Great 
Britain, in violation of the Law of Nations and the 
tights of neutrality : 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the United States will guarantee an 
indemnification to all such citizens of the United States, 
whose property may have heen captured and confisca- 
ted under the authority of Great Britain. in violation 
of the Law of Nations and the rights of neutrality.” 

At the same time, Mr. Goopmve observed, that 
as the session was drawing towards a close, it be- 
hoved Congress to take the subject of the spolia- 
tions made on our commerce into consideration, and 
quiet the mercantile interest of this country, by as- 
gnrances that indemnification should be made for 
the immense losses they had sustained by British 
spoliation, to which, upon every principle of justice 
as well as policy, they were entitled. He had spe- 
ecified no fund from which the indemnification 
should be made, as he conceived we should be bet- 
ter prepared to do that when the result of the in- 
tended negotiation was known, than we were at 
present. He then moved that this resolution be 
referred to a Committee of the Whole Tlouse. 

Mr. Sepewick wished that the subject might be 
treated in the abstract, without any reference to 
collateral questions. He had not formed his mind 
on the subject. 

Mr. Nicuozas thought that the motion should be 
referred, not tu a Committee of the Whole 
Louse, but to the committee that had already a 
motion of this kind before them, and likewise pe- 
titions on the same subject from various parts of 
the Union. He did not wish to go into the sub- 
ject, till he knew the sentiments of the gentleman 
[Mr. Sepewrck] on the mode of refunding to Go- 
vernment, when was not to undertake so great a 
task without a view to retribution. [Mr. N. seer- 
ed here to refer to the scheme of forcing Britain to 
refund.] If we engaged to pay these losses, re- 
ferred to in the resolution upon the table, it was 
proper at the same time to secure a fund for the 
discharge of then, It was, no doubt, a very hon- 
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orable idea to refund to the citizens of America 
the losses sustained in trading under her protec- 
tion; but the principle laid down in the preamble 
to the resolution, extended very far. By the same 
doctrine, we should be bound to repay the damage 
committed by the Algerines, and by the Indians 
on the Western frontiers. Was the gentleman 
(Mr. Sencwick] prepared to vote for making up 
the losses of the farmers in the back settlements, 
for all the murders committed on their settlements 
for a serics of years past? That gentleman had 
been always opposcd to retaliation, and Mr. N. 
could not consent to discuss the one resolution, un- 


less he was assured that he was to be supported by į 


the other. 

Mr. Sepewick said, as to the present resolution, 
he bad never heard of it till this morning, and so 
he could not speak to it. He was perfectly con- 
vinced of the propriety of discussing the resolution 


for indemnification, independently of any other ! 


question. 

Mr. Saute insisted that the resolution just now 
laid upon the table should be connected with a se- 
cond, for securing indemnification to the American 
Government. 
retaliating on Britain. : 


By this he referred to the scheme of 


| a place of refuge for bay-craft when pursued. The 
| Pay was often infested with privateers and gun- 
| boats; and had it not been for the fortification of 

Annapohs, which was convenient to the naviga- 
i tion, many vessels would not bave ventured out of 

harbor. All the experience of the last war showed 
| the propricty of again fortifying that harbor. If 
' that were done, the city would not only be secure, 
| but a confidence would be given to the navigation 
Lof the Chesapeake; and this bay is really a Medi- 
‘ terranean on a smaller scale. Mr. M. said, that he 
| believed he did not over-calculate the navigation 
| of that hay by saying that one side of it—the East- 
ern Shore—hai as many water-faring men em- 
plored, in proportion to the whole number of the 
inhabitants, as any part of the Union. Annapolis, 
besides giving occasional protection to vessels, was 
the capital of the State. As such, it was the de- 
pository of the Treasury of Maryland, of the 
records, in which the rights and titles to land of a 
great portion of its inhabitants were deeply in- 
volved, and it was the Seat of Government. To 
leave it defenceless, was to commit the peace, rights, 
and interests of the State to accident, and eventu- 
ally to the confusion which would ensue from an 
attack on those objects of public care and attention. 


Some other members spoke a few words; and ! These considerations did not, he thought, apply to 


Mr. Mantson had then risen on this motion, viz: 
for a Committee of the Whole House on the reso- 
lution of Mr. Goopuvg, but he was informed, by 
the Speaker, that it had been just then with- 
drawn. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill supplementary to | 


“ An act to provide for the defence of certain ports 
and harbors in the United States.” 

The Crerk read a memorial from Annapolis, 
and 

Mr. Bourne moved that the Committee rise and 
report the bill. 

Mr. HiutHouse objected to this motion. 

Mr. Firzsivons thought it proper to fortify An- 
napolis; the expense was but a mere trifle. As 


posal, that rejection had not any weight with 
him. 

Mr. Murray said, that the gentleman [Mr. Hut- 
mouse] could not have heard the memorial from 
Annapolis, or he believed that he would not have 
opposed the bill. The memorial stated a number 
of facts, which arose from the peculiar circum- 
stances of Annapolis. Whoever would attend to 
the situation of that city, would see that there 
were reasons existing for its defence which par- 
ticularly applied. It was situated near the mouth 
of the Severn, and about the centre of the State— 
near the bay, and quite exposed to an enemy. 
That it would be easily fortified, was proved by 
the experience of the last war, when a fortification 
not only defended the city, but gave confidence to 
the navigation of the Chesapeake. At that time, 
the only fortified place in Maryland was the town 
of Baltimore, which, as being situated near the 
extreme parts of the bay, could not have furnished 


1 ‘majority, and without amendment. 
to the Senate having formerly rejected this pro- | 


any other of the ports which had been struck out 
in the Senate, among which Annapolis fell, with 
others of small commercial character. Ile be- 
lieved that the wishes of his constituents, and of 
the citizens of Maryland in general, were very 
much excited in favor of this measure; and he 
trusted that those who saw the peculiar situation 
and character of the city, would immediately per- 
ceive that there were a number of striking consid- 
erations that applied in favor of its defence, which 
did not so forcibly apply to the other small ports 
which had heen omitted. 

Mr. Hearn did not rise to controvert the re- 
marks of Mr. Meraay, but he wanted other towns 
to be comprehended in the bill. He proposed an 
amendment, 

The Committce agreed to this bill by a large 
The Cow- 
mittee then rose, and the Chairman reported pro- 
gress. 

Mr. W. Ssrrm next moved, as an amendment, 
i that the Presiwen'r should be authorized to add 

any other places that he thought proper, to the 
; number of ports and harbors to be fortified. 
l Mr. S. Syin considered the amendment as un- 
necessary; and, after a short conversation, il was 
; withdrawn. 
| The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
| third reading. 


Tnurspay, May 1. 

An engrossed bill supplementary to “An act to 
provide for the defence of certain ports and har- 
bors in the United States,” was read the third time, 
and passed. 

PUBLIC CREDIT. 
| The House again resulved itself into a Commit- 
i tee of the Whole [louse on the report oi the 


617 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


618 


May, 1794.] 


Public Credit. 


[H. oF R. 


committee appointed to inquire whether any, or 
what, further or other revenues are necessary for 
the support of public credit; and, if further reve- 
nucs are necessary, to report the ways and means. 

Two resolutions were read : the first was, that 
five cents per hundred dollars be laid on every 
transference of stocks in the public funds ; and the 
second, that five cents per hundred dollars be laid 
on the transference of stock in any of the other 
Banks of the United States. 

Mr. S. Swarm said, that if this tax seemed too 
light, it was to be remembered that transferences 
were frequent. 

Mr. Ilonrer, of South Carolina, had a resolu- 
tion of the same kind in his hand, but when hear- 
ing the others read, he preferred them to his own. 

Mr. Auers, in a speech of some length, enlarged 
on the state of Public Credit, and the propriety 
and necessity of its being supported by Govern- 
ment, since it had once been adopted. This tax 
on the transference of the Public Funds tended 
to injure it, by sinking their value. When we 
next want to borrow, and shall go to market, the 
lenders will rise proportionably in their demands, 
aud refuse a loan on the terms which they before 
accepted. Hence we shall lose, instead of gaining 
by it. Let genllemen reflect on the consequences 
of unsettling all ideas of property, which must be 
the result of this proceeding. He was nut one of 
those who despised the Funding System because 
it was unpopular, for it was the property of a Re- 
public to set right above power. ‘The Funding 
System had of late become a favorite topic of 
newspaper eloquence. As parties were insepara- 
ble from the nature of a popular Government, so 
this subject had been employed as an engine to 
render that of America an object of contempt and 
abhorrence. It had been loudly said, that the Re- 
presentatives in Congress from one of the New 
England States had immense property in the Pub- 
lic Funds, when, in fact, their whole income from 
that source was not sufficient for buying oats for 
their horses. ‘To say, therefore, that they were 
under influence in their political conduct from 
such motives, was tho merest bagatelle that can 
be conceived; and the groundless jealousy that it 
has excited may be considered as a very strong 
eounter-balance to the interest of those members 
who were the objects of suspicion. People dream 
that Congress are voting money into their own 
pockets. The propagation of this idea promotes 
the dirty purposes of slander, abuse, and falsehood. 
By suck unworthy means, the blossoms of public 
confidence in Government are mildewed and 
blasted. This is more especially the case in the 
Southern States; and this dissatisfaction offers an 
apology for taking notice, in this House, of the 
abuse of newspapers. In the United States, taxa- 
tion of the Public Funds is nothing more or less 
than the debtor taxing the creditor; and so ques- 
tionable an expedient will recoil with tenfold force 
on the credit of Government itself. The progress 
of this measure would degrade the Public Debt 
into a paper rag. It had been complained of in 


ject was worth. 


Se m o no 


would be better if the money were all owing to 
American citizens. But, while things are in their 
present state, this tax would enable such foreigners 
to buy more debt out of the country and send less 
money into it in place of the debt. Public Debt 
is a ground which cannot be trod with impunity. 
We may soon, on such a precedent, go still greater 
lengths; a few events may force us to apply to the 
moneyed men, and then will be seen and felt the 
miserable termination of this policy. 

Mr. Onarx said, that the genileman [Mr. Aars] 
had made a long speech with respect to newspa- 
pers. What was his meaning, or what he referred 
to, Mr. C. could not tell; but he supposed that the 
gentleman had an intention of publishing his 
speech in answer to these newspapers. It was to 
be hoped that he would make it so that it could 
be understood, If it contained arguments, they 
were above his reach, and there he should leave 
it. He closed with speaking a few words on a pro- 
posal for taxing bonds. 

Mr. Lyman observed that, notwithstanding there 
were many objections against this part of the 
stamp duty, he was willing, if the whole report of 
the select committee was embraced, and the doc- 
trine of stamps introduced, that the item now be- 
fore the Committee should be blended with the 
others; but he had many doubts in his mind against 
the expediency of resorting to that source of reve- 
nue at this tirne, and hoped that other more conve- 
nient sources might be found. 

Mr. Bouprnot had no doubt of the right of Go- 
vernment to lay the proposed tax of five cents per 
hundred dollars on the transference of public funds. 
He saw no reason why that kind of property 
should be exempted from the right exercised of 
taxing othér property. So far as the moral prin- 
ciple went, he was satisfied; and he had yesterday, 
on first hearing of this scheme, resolved to support 
it. But, in imposing taxes, we must consult not 
only morality but expediency; and here he had 
numerous objections to the resolution in its pre- 
sent shape. He wished to make it a stamp on 
every transference, without regarding the sum, be- 
cause when it came to be a considerable sum, such 
as a thousand dollars, the duty would not be paid. 
The duty of five cents amounts, on a thousand 
dollars, only to half a dollar. He wished to make 
no distinction by specifying the transferences of 
Public Funds, but just to make it, at once, upon 
all transferences of money. By this reserve in 
expressing the intention of the clauses, the House 
would avoid giving any alarm to public creditors, 
and the matter would pass with little or no notice. 
But if the clause stood alone, in this marked way, 
the report might reach Europe that American 
funds were to be taxed, and the very sound of such 
a measure might do us more mischief than the ob- 
Mr. R. stated an error adopted 
in the old Governments of Kurope as to taxing 
public funds. They had been taxed specifically 
under that title, which sunk their valne. Buta 
tax should have been contrived for property in 
gencral, that would have comprehended them 


this country, that foreigners had too great a share | without pointing them out in particular, which 
in the Funds, and Mr. A. was of opinion that it! always sunk their value. Returning to the ques- 


619 
H. or R] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Public Credit. 


620 
[May, 1794. 


tion before the House, he foretold with confidence y past, where there had not been some pointed allu- 
that, if the tax were imposed without any refer- | sion io this paper bugbear. This Government, 
ence to the sum transferred, there would be fifteen | said Mr. A., has been painted as an object of suspi- 
or twenty bonds, if the duty was moderate, for one | cion and abhorrence. The gentleman {Mr. CLARK] 
upon the present plan, by which twenty shifts | complains that I am beyond his reach. He has 
would be made before a bond would be employed. | made himself sufficiently intelligible, and has per- 
At the same time, he was satisfied that the right | haps had his share in drawing such pictures. 
of Congress was equal to the taxation of public ; Recurring to the question before the Committee, 
funds, as well as of any thing else. | he said that, when the Funding Act passed, no 

Mr. Tracy objected to the imposition of a tax | man will affirm that there was any notion of such 
upon this kind of property. On this question he |a tax understood. No civilized nation can keep 
was at freedom to speak with perfect impartialily, | its credit while it taxes its public funds. Property 
for he had never once seen public paper till he | is in general, to be sure, a fair object of taxation, 
came lo Philadelphia, and he most certainly never | but this tax cannot be levied with perfect equality, 
owned a single farthing of it since he had an ex- | for it is beyond the knowledge of any Government ; 
istence. The clamors, therefore, with regard to a | and, were it even within the knowledge of a legis- 
paper interest, could not be applied to him. But, | lator, still it is beyond his power. There was no 
by giving this explanation, he did not mean to say | way to get at an exact acquaintance with the uni- 


that if he had been a stockholder he would have 
suppressed his sentiments. Gentlemen in that 
situation were just as much entitled to attention 
and confidence on this question as any other mem- 
bers. After this introduction, Mr. T. went on to 
state, that it was an act of injustice to tax the trans- 
ference of public debts, for this reason, that a free- 
dom of transference was part of the bargain be- 
tween Government and its creditors. Ie had no 
verbose arguments on the subject. His ohjections 
were simple, and come at once to the point. A 
breach of bargain was a breach of honesty, and as 
such could never meet with approbation from him. 
We gave paper, said Mr. T.; transferability form 
ed a part of it. Now, we come forward and say 
to the creditor, you shall not transfer unless you 
give up a part of your debt. He would have been 
very glad to vote for this tax, if he could have 
voted consistently with justice ; but, feeling as he 
did, he could not give his consent. 

Mr. Nicsouas was of an opposite opinion from 
Mr. Tracy, as to the justice of the tax. He was 
convinced of that, as well as of its expediency. It 
had been urged that we should pay three or four 
times more in the next loan, in proportion, than 
the tax was worth, because, when the system of 
laying a duty on the funds was once begun, there 
was nobody could say where it was to end, and 
therefore every body would scruple to give us 
credit. To this his answer was, that the funds 
already borrowed could not be affected by this 
bill, because they were already in our hands; and, 
as to the future loans, in these the creditors had it 
in their power to make an express stipulation for 
no tax on their funds. This would answer the 
purpose completely, without recurring to those 
alarming presages of the loss of credit. 

Mr. Ames, in reply to Mr. Ciarx, said, that the 
gentleman had complained of his being unintelli- 
gible. With regard to the defence that he had 
made of the character of members, reported to be 
ereditors in the funds, the style of newspapers, of 
pamphlets, and of debates in that House, alto- 
gether justified the propriety of an explicit vindi- 
cation. Ie appealed to every meinber who heard 
him that, excepting only the debate on the ad- 
journment of Congress, there had not been a single 
discussion of any length, for a considerable time 


versal state of property, but by cutting off people’s 
heads and searching their repositories. 
Mr. Winn wished to know who were the credi- 
tors in the public funds. Are they the original 
holders, the poor soldicrs,. who gave birth to this 
country? Or are they a set of men who have 
purchased the claims of these poor soldiers for a 
trifle, perhaps for half a crown in the pound? 
Surely, if this be the ease, no creditor would 
grumble in paying the proposed tax on the trans- 
fer; and if he should complain, was it tolerable 
to hear such a property held up as an unfit object 
for taxation? 
On dividing the Committee, on the motion for 
a tax of five cents per hundred dollars upon the 
| transfer of public debts, fifty-three members were 
| in favor of it—the nays in the question were not 
counted. 
The motion for a tax to the same extent, on 
every transference of Bank stock, passed unani- 
mously. 
{ <A resolution for a tax on manufactured snuff 
‘and tobacco was next read. Mr, Scort rose and 
observed, that it was a home manufacture, and he 
did not wish to meddle with it, for that was a bad 
precedent. He should therefore move to strike it 
out. 

Mr. Murray hoped, that the motion for striking 
' out the tax on snuff and tobacco would not suc- 
ceed. At a moment when we are looking about 
for proper sources of revenue, he thought that 
these objects came very aptly into view. They 
are articles that will bear a moderate tax, in parti- 
cular the first. It is true, that a tax on snuff will 
| not operate upon all men, but those who will be 
| affected by it are well able to bear it. Tt wilt be 
paid hy the wealthy, and it will be paid with the 
| less reluctance, because its use is in a habit, which 
|a man does not easily give up, and which, from 
| Hts nature, can never be expensive. The quantity 
consumed by an individual is small, and the arti- 
cle itself is here extremely cheap. Formerly a 
pound of snuff was sold at the lowest at three- 
fourths of a dollar per pound, Snuff was now 
[mae ntactored in this country as good as that im- 
ported, and is sold at a quarter of a dollar per 
pound. As to the objection that it was a tax on 
home manufacture, the precedent had already ob- 
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taincd in the duty on distilled spirits. Mr. M. ap- 
proved the principlo of taxation that counected 
the payment with an enjoyment of luxury. The 
mind lost its repugnance in the pleasure derived 
from the article taxed, if the discharge of the tax 
preceded the gratification. 

Mr. Macon observed, that the tax came to about 
four dollars per hundred weight, whereas the raw 
material itself cost about three dollars. This was, 
he believed, the first instance in the history of 
taxation where a raw material was taxed to more 
than its value. He was entirely against the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. FINDLEY entertained an opinion that the 
resolution was in its principle ensnaring, and could 
never be reduced to practice. People would raise 
it for themselves, as in fact a great number do at 
present. In the country, boys were suffered to 
plant and sell it; and how was it possible to raise 
a revenue on such resources? It never could be 
made productive, but it would ruin the manu- 
facture. 

Mr. S. SMITA, of Maryland, said that he be- 
lieved his colleague [Mr. MurraY] felt some deli- 
cacy upon this subject, and, making use of tobacco 
himself, did not choose to oppose the tax, from a 
desire of appearing disinterested. After some 
other remarks of an amusing nature, he stated that 
this tax went directly to the destruction of the 
staple commodity of three or four States in the 
Union. It was likewise, in another point of view, 
a dangerous precedent; for we should next go 
round all our manufactures, and every thing would 
be taxed; he was against the resolution. 

Mr. Frrzstmons considered the present as one 
of the best resolutions in the list. He did not 
know what he would have been more ready to 
propose. 

Mr. SepGwick was of the same opinion. 

Mr. W. SMITH could not discover why tobacco 
might not be taxed, just as well as salt and other 
articles. We cannot step into a coach without 
paying a tax—why Chen scruple to tax other arti- 
cles of luxury ? 

Mr, Muruay, in reply to Mr. S. SMITH, said, 
that if he thought the tax would injure one of the 
staples of Maryland, it would be with great cau- 
tion that he should support it. But he denied any 
such consequence. The price of snuff is a price 
annexed to the labor and ingenuity of the manu- 
facturer, and not an effect of the value of the to- 
baceo, which was very low. He did not believe 
that the price of tobacco was perceptibly affected 
by the home demand for manufacture, but alto- 
gether by foreign markets. Farmers use unmanu- 
factured tobacco, and very little snuff. He still 
thought the principle sound, and that it was a 
capital object to render taxation light and easy to 
the feelings of mankind. To do this, if you in- 
corporate the tax with scme luxury to be enjoyed, 
you render it more pleasant by a natural associa- 
tion. There was, he thought, a similitude be- 
tween this tax and that on distilled spirits. Each 
was a tax on a home manufacture; each was a 
tax on consumption. The duty in the present 
case did by no means bring down the sale of the 


home made article to a competition with the 
foreign article. Notwithstanding this tax, Amer- 
ican snuff would forever undersell that imported, 
from its being twice, if not thrice, as cheap. For, 
even after the eight cents proposed on snuff 
was paid, the price would be extremely low. Ag 
to any opposition to the collection of the excise, a 
possibility which had been adverted to by some 
former speaker, he thought that no argument could 
be derived from that, which at once held up the 
folly of those who constituted the example. He 
did not fear that any class of citizens would be so 
riotous, so ignorant, so savage, as to resist the 
measures of Government. The cnlightencd frec- 
men of this country would not tumultuously op- 
pose a law made by legislators whom they had 
themselves chosen. He thought the tax easy, as 
falling on the more wealthy, and one which would 
by no means affect the staple of the country. 

Mr. CLARK was against the resolution. 

Mr. S. SMITH agreed perfectly with the judg- 
ment of the member from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
FINDLEY, ] that the tax would destroy the mauu- 
facture, and raise nothing. Every body would 
use a kind of unmanufactured tobacco, that has a 
well known name, as there was no meution of 
that article in the bill. 

Mr. AMEs approved the tax, as one of the best 
which he knew. 

Mr. Mavison had always opposed every tax of 
this nature, and he should upon all occasions per- 
sist in opposing them. If we look into the state 
of those nations who are harnessed in taxes, we 
shall universally find that, in a moral, political, 
and commercial point of view. excise is the most 
destructive of all resources. He did not say this, 
because excise had been a frequent topic of popu- 
lav declamation. He was not guided by that, but 
he knew, and was sensible, that it produced almost 
in every case the most disagreeable consequences. 
Yet he admitted that the excise upon ardent 
spirits was a very natural expedient in the Amer- 
ican Government, who saw such immense quan- 
tities of forcign spirits imported. Much of the 
collection of this tax on tobacco would depend on 
the oath of the manufacturer, and this was but 
another term for the multiplication of perjuries. 
The tax would therefore injure the morals of the 
people. He liked much better some other taxes 
in the list before the House, and recourse might be 
had to them. He should oppose this tobacco duty 
with every vote that he gave on the question. 

Mr. Ames replied to Mr, MADISON, who spoke 
a few words in explanation. 

Several members then requested that the clause 
might be deferred till to-morrow ; accordingly, the 
Committee rose without coming to a division. 
The Chairman reported progress, and at three 
o'clock the House adjourned. 


Fripay, May 2. 

A memorial was read by the Clerk, subscribed 
by certain manufacturers of tobacco, in the city 
of Philadelphia, against a resolution at present be- 
fore the House. {This resolution is for imposing 
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a duty of four cents per pound upon all tobacco, 
and eight cents per pound upon all snuff, manu- 
factured in the United States. } 


PUBLIC CREDIT. 


It was then moved that the House do resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider 
on the report of the Select Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

Mr. Gries wished that a private petition might 
first be discussed, as it would take up only a short 
time, and then the House might proceed with the 
ways and means. 

Mr. Tracy said, if we cannot proceed with de- 
spatching business in a regular way, it will be much 
better to rise at once, and go home. 

Mr. S. SMITH wished to delay the private peti 
tion because he intended, this day, to move, that 
the Ilouse shall meet to-morrow morning (Satur- 
day) for private business, and then the petition 
could be discussed, without interrupting anything 
else. 

Mr. W. Suiru said, that there was much busi- 
ness on hand, and if the House were to indulge 
every geutleman in requisitions of this nature, 
they never would gct furward. 

The motion for a Committee of the Whole 
House, on the Ways and Means, was carried— 
Mr. SHERBURNE in the Chair. 

Mr. ‘racy. If there ever was a luxury, snuff 
is one. If we are to excise at all, this subject is 
one of the best. It had been said, (referring to an 
observation made yesterday by Mr. SMILIE) that 
taxes, which were paid imperceptibly, were more 
dangerous than others, because, by these invisible 
or imperceptible kinds of taxes, the people were 
seduced from thinking to what purposes their mo- 
ney went. Mr. T. could not believe that the mem- 
ber was serious in advancing such a doctrine; for 
the sum of it is, that, when taxes are to be raised, 
Government is in duty bound to give the people 
who pay these taxes, as much trouble as possible ! 
There was nothing but this alternative—a tax on 
tobacco, or a laud tax—which was equivalent to a 
tax upon necessaries. Many of his constituents 
raise no more grain than was necessary to main- 
tain themselves; so that, with respect to them, a 
land tax was a tax upon necessaries. Mr. ‘I’. ad- 
verted to the weakness of complaining, because 
Government was attended with expense. People 
might as well complain as to the expense of fene- 


ing a wheat-field. Liberty, without Government, | 


was worth nothing; it was a mere sound—and 
there never has been, and never will be, a Govern- 
ment that does not require expense, One circum- 
stance recommended this tax—it was to be col- 
lected without any addition to the number of re- 
venue officers. If itis truc, as has been stated, that 
snuff has, in some of the Southern States, become 
a necessary of life, he would not wish to burden it. 
He next adverted to an assertion made yesterday, 
by Mr. Sir, viz.: that this duty on tobacco, 
went directly to the destruction of the staple com- 
modity of three or four States of the Union. He 
could not see that there was any danger of this 
kind. [Here Mr. S. Saito rose, and said, that 


| the assertion had been made, not by him, but by a 

| member from North Carolina. ] 

The gentleman from Maryland had also ex- 

| pressed bis apprehensions, that the tax might be 

augmented, till the culture of tobacco was extir- 

; pated. He [Mr. T.] could foresee no chance of any 
If he did so, he should be sorry 


j such consequence. 
‘to support the resolution. He had no desire to 
Perhaps it would 


| crush an infant manufacture. 
| be found advisable to reduce the proposed duty; 
| and, for this reason, he recommended to the Com- 
| mittee, that the number of cents per pound, in the 
resolution, should be left blank. 

| Mr. Frxpiey:—Ruin and depravity have al- 
| ways attended excise. It has been one of the prin- 
i cipal sources of the corruption of Britain. The 
! game effects must follow in America. He object- 
‘ed to the mode of taxation; and, besides, the tax 
‘is partial, It falls on the poor in cities. In the 
country, nobody will pay it. 

Mr. SEDGWICK would vote against the tax, if he 
thought that it was contagious for public moral- 

‘ity. But human nature has always been very 
corrupted, without the aid of excise laws. The 
State which he represents has been excised for 
two generations, and yet no bad consequence has 
arisen to the morals of the people. As to the cor- 
ruption of Britain, described by the member who 
spoke last, he admitted that the account was just, 
but this was not to be traced to excise laws. They 
had been the subject of much clamor, but what 

‘in fact, was their history? A profligate opposi- 

tion rail at all the measures of a Minister whether 
they be good or bad, and an excise act is often one 
of them. In the course of political changes, these 
men get into place. But they do not attempt to 
take off the taxes against which they declaimed. 

In the mean time, the new ex-Minister harangues 

against the very taxes of which he was the author. 

As to this law being a source of perjury, oaths 

are necessary in imposts of all sorts. Why, then, 
object to them in this particular instance? Is an 
excise oath worse than a custom-house oath ? 

There is often no other method of getting at truth. 

If we desert this way of raising revenue, what are 

we todo? Taxes canuot be imposed on personal 
income, with any sort of justice, because the ac- 
tual degree of a person’s wealth does not depend on 
the nominal amount of his income. One man has 

a thousand dollars a year; but such may be his 

situation, that the taxing him in so smalla sum as 
ten dollars, may be distressing. Others. again, 

‘with only five hundred dollars per annum are, 

| perhaps, in much more easy circumstances, than 
| the former, upon whom the tax of personal re- 

j venue would press with superior weight. Direct 

taxes, Mr. S. regarded as of an improper nature. 

But, with regard to snuff and tobacco, nobody can 

| ever feel the burden of a trifling tax upon them. 
If we are obliged to tax salt, why shall we scruple 
at taxing tobacco ? 

Mr. SMILIE considered this measure as pregnant 
with serious consequences. He was opposed te 
every system of excise, because such systems had 
always produced mischicf. If this were a despotic 

country, he could see a good reason for an excise 


625 
May, 1794.] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
E Publie Credit. 


626 
[H. or R. 


system of revenue, because it was proper, in that 
case, to debase, by every possible expedient, the 
minds of the people, that their feelings might sink 
to a level with the meanness of thcir condition. 
But in a Republic, taxes shonld be of a different 
nature, and operate with a different tendency. As 
to what had been said by Mr. Tracy, he was quite 
serious in his conviction, that taxes ought to be 
raised in such a way, that the public might not 
only pay them, but at the same time, feel them. 
This would teach them to think a little better in 
what way their money gocs; and then, and not 
till then, there will be an abridgment of the ex- 
penses of the Federal Government. Ilow do gen- 
tlemen come to speak, as if there were no abuses 
in the present Amcrican Administration? Are 
there none? If the present tax on tobacco had 
been proposed by a Minister, Mr. S. would not 
have been surprised at it. But he was somewhat 
amazed that this measure should be suggested by 
the Representatives of a free people. 

Mr. Ames had a better opinion of Government 
than the gentleman who spoke last. He did not 
think excise a mark of despotism. He did not 
think the people stocks and stones; or their rulers 
knaves and fools. The member had spoke of the 
citizens of this country, as if to rouse their atten- 
tion it was requisite to keep a flapper, like that of 
Gulliver, at their cars. In some States, perhaps, 
the public were stupid enough to require a flapper. 
In the part of the country which Mr. A. represent- 
ed, there was no need of artificial provocation to 
keep alive the sensibility of the people to their 
rights. The gentleman had said that a Minister 
of State had no other object in view but to fleece 
the public. 

[Here Mr. Soci explained ] 

Mr. Ames replied, that, whatever were his 
words, that was his exact meaning. It was per- 
fectly understood, and was excecdingly unjust 
As to the resolution upon the table, is there any 
comparison between a snuff tax and a land tax? 
Land is the great substratum of American pros- 
perity. Difficultics had been started, as to the 
collection of excise; an oppressive law was a bad 
thing, but resistance was worse. Can any man 
think that a land tax does not open a much greater 
door to imposition than a tax on tobacco? In 
what way is a land tax to be laid, that can avoid 
inequalily and injustice? Are we to tax the pub- 
lic funds, that last, and most desperate resource of 
nalional distress, and then to be told, that we dare 
not impose a duty on snuff and tobacco? 

Mr. S: Smıru considered the observations of the 
member who had just sat down as amusing and 
ingentous, but they were not satisfactory. To him, 
it seemed a very odd scheme to crush American 
manufactures in the bud. Men of capital and en- 
terprise advanced large sums of money in erecting 
snuff mills. After long exertions, they began to 
reap the reward of their expenses and their labor. 
At that critical moment, the Government souses 
down upon them with an excise, which ends not 
in revenue, but extirpation. In his opinion, the 
resolutions before the Committee comprehend 
very great injustice to the manufacturers of tobac- 


co. He understood that a snuff mill required a 
capital of five thousand pounds to begin with. We 
are going to impose eight cents per pound on snuff, 
which is double the price of the raw material. 
Here Mr. S inferred, that it would be necessary 
for the snuff-maker to possess an addition of dou- 
ble his present capital; so that, instead of five 
thousand pounds, he must possess fifteen thousand, 
before he can begin, or support business, After 
paying so vast a duty, housc-rent, the wages of 
journcymen, and a multiplicity of other disburse- 
ments, he is to give credit to his customers for six, 
nine, or twelve months. This was another hard- 
ship. He must keep accounts of his sale. 

The words of the report, referred to by Mr. S., 
are as follows: 

“ He shall enter into Lond, with sufficient security, 
to render a faithful account, every three months, of the 
quantity of tobacco or snuff sold or sent out, within 
that period. Previous to taking any tobacco, for the 
purpose of being manufactured, he shall notify the 
same to the Office of [napection, and shall keep a book, 
in which shall be entered daily, the quantity of tobacco 
or snuff sold or sent out in each day.” 

This regulation may often prove a very great 
hardship. It will require an extra clerk, at an ex- 
pense of three, four, or five hundred dollars per 
annum. For the manufacturers of snuff, this 
might be practicable; but, at lcast in his part of 
the country, tobacco spinners are poor, ignorant 
creatures; many of whom cannot so much as 
read. low are they to keep accounts, or how aro 
they to escape perjury, when you bid them do 
what they cannot possibly do?* Besides, tobacco 
is frequently sold, not by weight, but by the yard. 
It had been said, that this tax was not more excep- 
tionable than the excise upon spirits. This com- 
parison did not hold. 

By the tax on distilleries, the agriculture of the 
United States was greatly promoted. Land that 
would not bear wheat was, in consequence of that 
excise, and the encouragement at the same time 
given to this manufacture, covered with crops of 
rye. Hence, there was no just resemblance in the 
two cases. But if we are to excise every thing, 
Mr. S. said, that the Committee might excise, as 
properly as tobacco, those strings of onions, that 
were sent from Connecticut all over the Union. 
They were the staple of that State, just as tobac- 
co was of Virginia, and were equally fit to pro- 


* In the English act of Parhament, on this branch of revenue, 
there is a clause of the same nature, which bus been converted 
into a dreadful engine of authority. The following circumstance 
respecting itis mentioned by the writer of the Political Pro- 
gress of Britain. * An old woman in Edinburg bad been in the 
practice of supplying ber neighbors with half-peuny-worths of 
snuff. She was ordered, under a penalty of fifty pounds, to pay 
five shillings for a license. and she did so. Had she been able 
to buy from the manufacturer four pounds of snuff at atime, the 
matter might have rested there; but, as this was beyond her 
power, it was required by the terriers of taxation, that she 
should make oath, once a year, to the quantity she sold. Her 
memory failed, and ste is now, (1792.) with a crowd of other 
victims, in an Excise Court, which will, very possibly bring her 
to beggary. This is like n drop in the ocean of excise. The 
very sound of the word. announces utter destruction ; for itis de 
rived from a Latin verb, which signifies, to cut up by the routs.” 

The advantages of an independent press were fully proved m 
the course of this procedure. A true history was regularly pub- 
shed of the proceedings of the Excise Court: a sense of shame 
drove several of tho Judges from the bench ; and this nuisance 
has since been greally corrected. 
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duce a revenue. He fancied that we should next 
hear of an excise upon nails. Prohibitory duties 
had been laid for the encouragement of this manu- 
facture in America. Progress had consequently 
been made in the business; and now there was 
nothing wanting but a smart excise duty to knock 
it on the head, under the pretence of exacting a 
revenue. Calico was another article that we should, 
no doubt, saddle with a stamp duty, as had been 
the case in Britain, where it produced a great re- 
venuc. Jn the case of the present tax, it would 
be said that the manufacturer must Jay it on his 
customers. Yes; but will his customers advance 
him a capital double to what he had before? Be- 


use of snuff and tobacco is certainly a mere Inxu- 

ry, or rather folly; and all who use, and, of course, 

pay the duty, are volunteers. A land-tax, which 

is named as a substitute for this and every thing 

else, is a tax very unequal, and laid on all the ne- 

cessaries of life, and oppressive to the laborious 
oor. 

It looks like Governmental rapacity, which 
is so deprecated by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Swizie.] He has more than once told 
us that insensible taxation is dangerous; and that 
we should make the people fee) the taxcs they 
pay; the way to make them feel taxes, is to lay 
those which will be most inconvenient. The ar- 


sides the tax, he must have visits of excise-men, } gument, then, is, that the most inconvenient tax 


which are, in themselves, extreinely troublesome. 

Mr. Nicnouas. We are going on exactly in the 
steps of Britain, of which this excise is one in 
stance. That country once had a revolutionary 
spirit. How sunk are they now! Not one-tenth 
part of them dare to say that they are against the 
war with France, which is sweeping them with 
velocity over (he precipice of ruin. At least, it is 
the common opinion in the United States, that 
their French war is the road to ruin. What has 
degraded and annihilated the spirit of Britain? 
Public debts, taxes, and officers of Excise. One- 
half of the nation has been loaded with the plun- 
der of the rest. It is too much the American cha- 
racter to bear as right, what does not immediately 
hurt. It is a duty to keep the citizens alive to the 
operations of Government. It is somewhat strange 
to blame this attempt, when there is such an alarm- 
ing indifference on the subject. As to this tax, it 
will put an end to the consumption of manufac- 
tured tobacco. Planters will make it ready for 
themselves. They can do so with very great case 
by a method in the process of curing it. Mr. N. 
was therefore against the resolution. 

Mr. Dexter observed, that very few of the 
objections were confined to the question. Some 
were arguments against all excises; some against 
all public contributions; some against the nature 
and administration of our Government; and some 
against all Government. The statement of the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Saira,] that the 
duty would make three times the capital necessa- 
ry, he said, could not be accurate. He had reck- 
oned the cost of the raw material as the only capi- 
tal employed. If this be true, as he states, tobacco 
at four cents per pound, and snuff is worth thirty 
cents per pound, it follows that the manufacturer 
makes 750 per cent. nett profit. This cannot be 
true; the principal capital must be employed in 
preparatory works and labor of manufacturing. 
He added, that our having formerly protected the 
manufacture, is no reason against now taxing it; 
it would rather be a reason for calling on it to con- 
tribute to the public burdens. He said, the same 
gentleman asked, why there is no excise on beer 
manufactured in New England, as well as on 
Southern whiskey? I answer, beer is not manu- 
factured there in any considerable quantity; if it 
were, it ought not to be taxed. New England rum 


i AS 


is the best. The very fact stated to reason from, 
is the strongest reason in favor of indirect taxa- 
tion, viz: the burden is so small that the people 
do not feel it. What the gentleman's meaning is, 
unless it be that measures ought to be taken which 
may make the people dissatisfied with the Govern- 
ment, is difficult to say. The same gentleman 
has said, that all excises are against the spirit of 
a Republican Goverumeat like ours. It is strange, 
said Mr. D., that the spirit and letter of our Go- 
vernment should be so contradictory ; for, by the 
Constitution, excises are expressly provided. The 
man who buys his food and clothing in small 
quantities, as he can obtain the means, dbes it 
much more easily than he could purchase a stock 
for a year at one time; and he who buys dutied 
articles, and regulates his consumption by the 
price, pays his tax in small portions, with case, 
when he would be distressed by being called on to 
pay the whole sum in gross annually. Mr. D. 
proceeded to say, that as to the fears of the gentle- 
man above mentioned from Pennsylvania, and also 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Nicuotas,] 
he had heard them ton often to be alarmed at 
them. They secmed like a sale coat, made for 
any subject. He said, that a fact satisfied his 
mind on the subject. Massachusetts is a land of 
equality beyond any on earth. Scarce a man 
among them is rich cnough to keep a coach, and 
scarcely one so poor as not to keep a horse; learn- 
ing is more equally diffused there than in any part 
of America; their morals are so pure that crimes 
hardly have names; yet this happy race of cqual 
Republicans never, since the institution of our Go- 
vernment, have sent one member here to whine 
or thunder about the aristocracy of our Constitu- 
tion. Ile said, he would not compare this State 
with others in the Union; one man was not there 
disposed of at the will of another. As to the fear 
of the gentleman from Virginia, that excises would 
destroy American liberty, Mr. D. said, there was 
no danger of it. The character of individuals form 
the character of the Government. A people are 
never enslaved until they need a master. The 
American habits exclude all danger. That ex- 
cises and slavery exist together in some parts of 
Europe is true; but it remains to be proved that 
one is the cause of the other. If we have the 
benefits of Government, we must pay for them. 


is taxed enormously. The duty on this and whis- | There was a time, said Mr. D., when laboring un- 
key are protecting duties to good morals, The! der the debility of disunion and the distresses of 
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anarchy, we rejoiced that,the people had instituted 
this Government. Tt is: now represented, not as 
the guardian of liberty and innocence, but as the 
„assassin of both. What has happened to change 
our opinion? Under its auspices we have increas- 
ed in strength and riches; we are now free and 
happy, when the world is in confusion. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia seems to despise our present 
happiness, unless it can be eternal. Why, sir, 
should we expect this ? Nations, like men, come 
to maturity; they grow old and perish, The sun 
must go out in darkness ; the earth must be burnt 
up; nature must expire in agonies. What right 
have we to claim to be an exception from general 
rules? All nature is in perpetual revolu ion; we 
are a part, and must revolve with the whole. The 
system suffers, and probably requires constant re- 
novation. Succession appears to be a law of na- 
ture as universal as her works, and as immutable as 
her Author. 

Mr. Cuark said, thal the gentleman, who had 
just sat down, had put an end to all further neces- 
sity for discussion on this question. His pane- 
gyric on the character of his constiluents, (the 
people of Massachusetts,) ascertained that they 
were undoubtedly the first people, and most eu- 
lightened republicans in the Union; and, as they 
would, no doubt, send the best informed persons 
“among them to Congress, it followed that he (Mr. 
Dexter] and hia colleagues were the most re- 
spectable characters in the Committee, and that, 
therefore, the rest of the Representatives had no- 
thing further to do, but at once give their votes as 
these gentlemen thought proper. Mr. C. sat down, 
with hinting at the waste of time, by spee-hes 
entirely foreign to the subject before the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Nicnotas rose again. Because gentlemen 
did not adopt every measure of Government, it was 
said that they were enemies to al} Government. 
The Federal Government never would have existed, 
if the people could have foreseen what sort of 
schemes it was to put into execution. In four 
years, there had been a complete revolution in the 
opinion of the rulers of that Government. He 
thanked God there was still as much principle in 
tho people as would bring these gentlemen back to 
the point from which they set out. Mr. N. was 
highly offended at the style of the panegyric pro- 
nounced by Mr. Dexrer on his constituents, au if 
they possessed something about them superior to 
the citizens of Virginia. He understood that the 
member knew nothing about Virginia, unless by 
what he had scen of it upon that floor; and he 
trusted that he found nothing here that could au- 
thorize so derogatory a tone. 

Mr. DEXTER rose a second time, and Mr. Nicho- 
Las wade a reply. 

Mr. Smr. The people of Pennsylvania are 
as well educated, as intelligent, and as sound Re- 
publicans as any of their neighbors. As to the 
State of Massachusetts, we can only judge of it 
by the members whom it sends to this House. Mr. 
S. deelared that he had not been able to trace, in 
their conduet, any superlative marks either of abi- 
lity or of virtue. There had been funded, not only 


a debt which the United States, owed, but another 
debt, which they never owed. Had not these mem- 
bers supported this system? Was this an act that 
demanded the confidence and gratitude of the 
public? 

Here Mr. Crarg requested to be heard. “I 
thought,” said he, “ that the question before us had 
been something about tobacco.” 

Mr. Mapisox professed an aversion to all com- 
parisons; but, if they must be made, it was proper 
to draw them with the strictest regard to truth. 
He agreed with the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts lately up, that the citizens of that State were 
good Republleans, but so were the citizens of 
other States. Laws were fast equalizing the man- 
ners of Americans all over the Continent; and 
no where with more rapidity than in Virginia. 
The people there are not less truly Republican 
than others. There had not been a single insur- 
rection in that State, since the first Declaration 
of Independence; nor any resistance to the laws. 
Excise had, indeed, been very unpopular in the 
Southern States, compared with what it was in 
the Eastern; but for this there was a very good 
reason. The tax was not only one to which they 
had not been accustomed, but it fell much more 
heavy upon the Southern than upon the Eastern 
States, where it was likewise familiar, The peo- 
ple of Virginia had never been discontented, even 
when paying heavy taxes, before the institution of 
the Federal Government, at the amount of taxes 
themselves. Their dissatisfaction arose from the 
knowledge that, at that time, but a small part of 
these taxes went into the Public Treasury. The 
Collectors, in raising the revenue, speculated upon 
a bad paper medium, and by certain manœuvres, 
(which the member did not explain, but which 
are notoriously known) they turned the greater 
part of what they received into their own pockets, 
‘This was the only reason why the Virginians had 
formerly discovered discontent. As to the subject 
before the House, it was proper to choose taxes 
the least unequal. Tobacco excise was a burden 
the most unequal. It fell upon the poor, upon 
sailors, day-laborers, and other people. of these 
classes, while the rich will often eseape-it. Much 
had been said. about the taxing of luxury.. The 
pleasures of life consisted in a series of innocent 
gratifications, and he felt no satisfaction in the 
prospect of their being squeezed. Sumptuary 
laws had never, he believed, answered any good 
purpose. Something had been said about the dif- 
ference between direct personal taxes, and those 
raised by indirect means, such as’ excise and cus- 
toms. He quoted an author of respectable charac- 
ter, in England, who estimated the expense of up- 
lifting direct taxes in that country, such as the 
land tax, at three per cent., and that of uplifting 
indirect taxes, such as those of excise and cus- 
toms, upon the whole, at thirty per cent.* ‘This 
last was, perhaps, an exaggeration, and must be, 


+ Some years ago, the expense of coltecting the revenues of 
Britain was abont two millions aud two or threo hundred thou- 
sand poands of Pennsylvania currency. The expense bas ence 
increased. Some taxes do not, in many parts of tho country; 
defray more than balf the charge of collecting them. . 
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in part, a conjecture. But sucha conjecture proved 
that the proportion upon indirect taxes was at 
least very considerable. Excise had at first been 
resorted to upon a few manufactures. 
ers indemnify themscives at the expense of their 
customers. At the same time, they endeavored to 
evade the dutics, and thus there commences a 
struggle, which has many bad effects, both upon 
industry and publie morals. In Europe, when to- 
bacco is excised, the Government forbids it from 
being planted. [Some years ago, the British farm- 
ers were obliged, by an act of Parliament, to pull 
up and burn their tobacco, before it was full 
grown.] No such measure, he hoped, would be 


adopted here, but it was hard to say where the | 


subject might, one day, end. Statesmen, in gene- 
ral, do not study the liberty, the virtue, or the 
comforts of the people, but merely to collect as 
much revenue, as they can. Taxes are not, for the 
most part, the work of patriotism. An excise es- 
tablished in America would discourage the emigra- 
tions from Europe, that might, at this time, be so 
much expected. Ie was determined to vote against 
the resolution. 

Mr. Batvwin considered that we had only æ 
choice of evils. Upon that principle he preferred a 
snuff tax to a land tax. 

Mr. Firastmoys knew a time when the land 
tax of Pennsylvania cost thirty per cent. in collecting 
it; and, at the same time, the officers employed 
were more numerous than all the revenue officers 
of the Federal Government at this day, put together. 
Mr. F., stated the former to have been about two 
thousand. 

„Mr. Gittoy, adverting to some former speeches, 
did not rise to compliment that part of the country 
which had sent him to Congress. His constituents 


were men, and this single word implied that they | 


had, like the rest of mankind, the common virtues 
and vices of human nature. As he had only been a 
few days in that House, he did not pretend to 
understand the present question of finance, so well 
as gentlemen who had devoted weeks or months to 
the subject. He was against both excise and a land 
tax. As to the clause of additional duty on the 
importation of manufactured tobacco, he feared 
that this was but a bit of gilding to cover a bud 
pill. 

The clause referred to by Mr. GILLoN, is in these 
words: 


“ Resolved, That there be an additional duty of four 


eents per pound upon all tobacco, and eight cents per | 


pound, on all snuff imported into the United States.” 


Is this the return to gentlemen who establish 
manufactures, that the moment the wheel is set 
agoing. it must be clogyed with a tax? He warned 


The deal- | 


Monpay, May 5. 
; A memorial of the sugar bakers of the city of 
| Philadelphia, was presented to the Huuse and 
| read, praying that sugar refined within the United 
| States may nol be subjected to the excise duty 
| proposed to be laid by the report of the Committee 
lof Ways and Means now depending before the 
House. 
| Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
‘the Committee of the Whole House to whom is 
‘committed the report of the committee appointed to 
‘inquire whetner any, or what, farther or other 
revenues are necessary for the support of the pub- 
lic credit, and, if further revenues are necessary, to 
report the ways and means, 
A message frum the Senate informed the House 
| that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act for the remission of the duties on eleven hogs- 
heads of coffee, which have been destroyed by 
fire,” to which they desire the concurrence of this 
House. The Senate have also passed the bill, en- 
titled “An act directing a detachment from the 
militia of the United States,” with several amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

Mr. Dexter, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill authorizing the PRESIDENT OF THE 
' Usrtep States to lay, regulate, and revoke embar- . 

| goes; which was read twice and committed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 

the committee to whom was referred the petition of 
! Samuel Franklin, William T. Robinson, and Abra- 
i ham Franklin: Whereupon, 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
| sentatives of the United States of American in Con- 
| gress assembled, That the Presinent OF THE 
! Unirep Srares be authorized to direct clearances 
to be granted to any ships or vessels belonging to 
citizens of the United States, which are now load- 
ed, bound from any port in the United States for 
any port beyond the Cape of Good Hope, anything 
lin the resolution for laying the embargo to the 
vontrary notwithstanding : Provided, That, before 
the Collector of either of the districts of the United 
States shall grant clearances, or any such vessel 
i shall sail, the owners thereof shall give sufficient 

security, to the satisfaction of such Collector, that 
she shall not unlade her cargo, or any part thereof, 
„at any port or place, previous to her aurival at the 
| Cape of Good Hope. 
THE PUBLIC CREDIT. 
The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
ı tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
| mittee appointed to inquire whether any, and what, 
further or other revenues are necessary for the sup- 
| port of Public Credit, and, if further revenues are 


the Committee tu proceed in this matter with cau- ) necessary, to report the ways and means. 


tion, lest they should excite a spirit of discontent in 
the country. 

The Committee then divided on the question. 

_For the tax on manufactured snuff and tobacco 
55, against the tax 34. 

The Committee then rose. 

ported progress; and the House adjourned till 
Monday next. 


Mr. Tracy moved that the number of cents per 
pound to be laid on tobuecu, and snuff shall be left 
blank. 

Mr. W. Smeru saw no reason for Jeaving out the 
specification. The duty was not tov high, This 


The Chairman fe uuendinent was in reality undoing all that the 


| Committee had been about. 


Mr. Tracy stated his reasons. He understood, 
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that the duty on tobacco was too high, and that 
upon snuff too low. 

Mr. Gigs said, that the price of the raw mate- 
rial was two cents, or two and an half per pound, 
and that so large a duty would altogether knock 
up the manufacture. Ile repeated this opinion, 
and moved that tobacco should be struck out of 
the bill, and snuff stand at eight cents. The rea- 
son of this distinction was, that the planters could 
with ease manufacture tobacco, so as to serve their 
own consumption, but they could not, so easily, 
make snuff. 

Mr. Firzstsoxs apprehended, that it was proper 
the duty should be reduced; especially on tobacco. 
He, therefore approved the motion for leaving the 
duties blank. 

Mr. Svinte considered the motion of Mr. Tracy 
as irregular. It had already been determined that 
the resolution should stand. 

Mr. Frezsimoxs explained to him that the ques- 
tion decided upon Friday was, whether the resolu- 
tion ought to be strack out entirely? It had been 
determined that the resolution should remain. But 
still, as to the guantwm of duty, the discussion re- 
mained open to the Committee. 

The motion of Mr Tracy was agreed to. 

The resolution was next read, for a dnty of two 
cents per pound upon all sugar refined within the 
United States. 

Mr. S. Surra moved that the duty on sugar should 
also be left blank. Mr. W. Saira considered this 
practice of leaving every duty blank, as reversing in 
substance what the Committee had been doing. 
The motion passed. 

Mr. S. Suera moved again that the whole sugar 
clause should be struck out. He was concerned 
in the manufacture of refined sugar; but he saw 
no good reason for giving a silent vole merely on 
that account. ‘The land-tax will, in due lime, come 
to be discussed; and there are very few members 
in the Committec, who are not landholders. But 
this will not prevent them from giving their opin- 
ions. He should, therefore, proceed to explain his 
sentiments on the present resolution. On sugar- 
baking he had for several years been sinking mo- 
ney. . [t was not till within the last year, that he 
made any profil by the adventure. The profits on 
this business were very precarious; and he had 
felt the full force of this disadvantage. The small- 
est inattention on the part of the person appointed 
to superintend the manufacture, was sufficient to 
render a whole baking totally useless; though it 
was frequently worth five hundred pounds; and 
he had twice met with an accident of this nature. 
He referred to the objection of Mr. Dexter, where 
he stated that he (Mr. S.) had advanced as a. fact 
that £5,000 of capital were necessary to pros- 
ccute the manufacture of snuff. Tn that five thou- 
gand pounds, he did not, as Mr. Dexter had sup- 
posed, comprehend house rent, or the wages of | 
journeymen, or the purchase of machinery. He 
meant to say, that five thousand pounds were 
essential for the purchase and the support of a 
proper stock of the materials of the manufacture. 
He would have given this explanation on Friday; 
Lut as the Committee had been much fatigued by 


ee 


the length of the discussion, he did not wish to 
controvert the position of the gentleman at an un- 
seasonable time of day, when members were im- 
patient for the question. Ie now declared his 
meaning, and he did this more particularly, that 
he might prevent auy mistaken notion of a second 
assertion, which he was likewise going to make. 
This way, that in order to carry on the sugar- 
baking manufacture with advantage, there was 
required an active capital of fifty thousand dollars. 
This was exclusive of the expense of pots and 
pans, and the apparatus of instruments wanted for 
the actual operation. ' 

These would demand sixteen thousand dollars 
additional. Hien the fifty thousand dollars of ac- 
tive capital would not be sufficient, but a man who 
commanded fifty thousand dollars had likewise 
the command of an extensive credit in the banks 
of the United States. He assured the Committee, 
that in consequence of the two per cent. duty, the 
sugar-baking would require a double amount of 
capital, to what it formerly did. This assertion 
he illustrated by a variety of arithmetical calcula- 
tions. 

‘Thus, said Mr S., when a man of property has 
adventured his capital, in establishing an Ameri- 
can manufacture, you come down upon him with 
an excise. You tell him, in the style of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, whom T do not now 
see in his place- [he referred to a part of the 
speech of Mr. Dexter on Friday last] we have 
protected you for some time past, and we are 
therefore entitled to treat you in time coming, as 
we please. 

Mr. S. argued, that this was no enconragement 
to a merchant to hazard his capital. Gentlemen 
would say, that nails are no luxury; we shall not 
tax them. Ie considered this report on excise as 
the opening wedge. When once taxes on manu- 
factures have begun, where arc they to stop? He 
saw not, in the report, any notice of a drawback 
on the exportation of sugar manufactured in Ame- 
rica. He had already fully explained his idea 
relative to an excise; and he should not therefore 
trouble the louse any farther. One of the chief 
reasons for which he had risen at all was, that he 
had been misunderstood by the member from 
Massachusetts, as to the amouut of capital requi- 
site for the erection of a snuff manufactory. He 
was satisfied that this duty would end in the rain 
of sugar-baking establishments. 

Mr. Firzsruons.—Since ever he had been in a 
Legislative body, he had been a fricnd to the ma- 
nufacturers of this country. The gentleman who 
spoke last had not convinced him, that the two 
cents of duty would make a double capital neces- 
sary, or that the duty would demolish the manu- 
facture. He was of opinion that the duty might 
be so modified, as not to injure the interest of the 
sugar-bakers. ‘There would be adopted a proper 


i mode of protecting the manufacture by non-im- 


portation duties; and it had been designed by the 
select. committee to give a suitable drawback on 
exportation. Ile said, that raw sugars wore at 
present but fifteen shillings per hundred weight. 
He did not reckon sugar a luxury, It was an ar- 
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ticle of universal consumption. He pledged him- | having it as cheap as possible. As to the proprie- 
self to the Committee that unless the excise could | ty of laying an excise upon mannfactures, a large 
be placed on such a footing as not to injure the | majority of the House have already declared them- 
feelings and interest of the manufacturer, he would | selves in favor of the principle in general. If there 
vote against it. | was only one sugar house in the United States, 
Mr. Meustennrre (the Speaker) observed, that! and only one inspection required for collecting the 
he was also engaged in the business of refining | whole fifty thousand dollars expected from the 
sugar, and therefore could, in some measure, speak ' tax, Mr. S. would like it so much the better. The 
from expericnce. The Committee, in laying these | drawback granted in Britain upon the exportation 
duties, had, as it appeared to him, contemplated a | of refined sugar is, in reality, a bounty on the ma- 
war; if that should take place, this fund would! nufacture of the article. We must take cure to 
prove fallacious, because, during the war, a suffi- | add a large enough duty on the importation of ib 
cient quantity of the raw material could not be! into this country, to counteract the effects of the 
brought into the country to support the manufac- | British bounty; and this precaution will be still 
ture. This had been the vase in the last war, and | more necessary, as our American refined sugar will 
whatever reliance gentlemen might have on the: come higher on account of this excise. Much has 
importation of sugar during a war, on the supplics! been said, in the course of this debate, about op- 
furnished by successful privateers, that was imsuf-: pression. What do gentlemen propose to make of 
ficient and too uncertain to enable the manufac- ; this trite word? Jf they will reiterate their argu- 
turers of sugar to proceed with such regularity as: ments on this question over and over again, what 
their business required. In short, it would, in a’ can be said to hinder them? If, in contempt of all 
great measure, stop the business, and induce the | experience, gentlemen persist in saying that an cx- 
owners to turn their capii, at least for a time, | cise duty is paid, not by the customer, hat by the 
into other channels. He was also of opinion that manufacturer himself; and if, because the Legisla- 
refined sugar already bore tuo high a price, owing | ture has authority to lay, when they please, any 
to the high price of raw sugar, which was much | amount per pound on sugar, members argue against 
beyond what his colleague [Mr. Firzstmons] stated, | all taxes whatever, it is impossible to give them any 
fifteen dollars per cwt., and that had already | satisfactory answer. We know that everything 
lessened the demand and consumption, which | may be abused. We know that the Legislature 
every one now concerned in the business could | have it in their power to lay a large amount of duty 
testify. If, therefore, two cents were added to the | on every pound of sugar; we know, at the same 
present price, it would lessen the consumption still | time, that they never will do any such thing. 
more, and thereby materially injure the manufac-| Mr. S. Smeru explained. THe did not mean to say 
ture. He further observed, that owing to the pro- | that the tax would be augmented to an unlimited 
bable capture of the French islands, sugars in Eng- | excess upon any single article; but that taxes 
land must be very low, and as that country paid | would be multiplied on all manufactures. 
but 8s. 6d. per cwt. on raw sugar and a drawback Mr. Svinte said, that things of this sort came 
of 23s. was allowed on every cwt. of refined sugar | on by degrees. Excise was at first light in Eng- 
exported, that operated as a bounty and enabled | land, and only on a few manufactures. It was 
merchants to import it considerably cheaper than | then by degrees augmented, and extended over 
it could be manufactured here. This had been | soap, candles, leather, starch, and an endless mul- 
the case last year in the Southern States, and pro- | tilude of other articles. The cider tax continued 
bably would be so again, unless a much higher duty |as unpopular in England at this day, as it was 
was laid on imported sugars than the Committee at | when first imposed. He had no doubt of such an 
first contemplated. Ife then called for the reading | excise being introduced here; and if the people of 
of the memorial from the sugar refiners which was ! Bngland, so long familiar with heavy taxes, bore 
this day read in the House. | this excise on cider with such reluctance, the citi- 
The memorial was read, and stated, among ; zens of the United States would still less submit to 
other particulars, that there were only seventeen ; it, and their discontent might be attended with dan- 
sugar-bakeries in the United States. The tax was i gerous consequences. Will not this set of resolu- 
estimated to produce fifty thousand dollars; and. tions for an excise, at present before the Commit- 
this sum the profits of the business would not dis- | tee, lay the foundation for an universal American 
charge. | excise? He deprecated the system in gencral. 
Mr. Frvpuey said that seventeen houses were too ; He did not lay the fault of its effects upon this or 
small a nuinber to prolect themselves from the arm | that Government. They were ingrafted in the 
of the Legislature. Ife was afraid they would be | nature of the thing itself. An excise, in its very 
crushed by their duty. The member went into | outset, is a violation of the rights of freemen, in- 
some farther remarks on the bad consequences of i dependent of the extent to which it might or might 
this mode of exacting revenue. j not be carried, and whether it oppressed the ma- 
Mr. Sepewick.—There has been much repeti- , nufacturer, or did uot oppress him, by making his 
tion in discussing this question. Tne member | house liable to be searched at all hours, it violated 
from Pennsylvannia [Mr. Ftxpisy] had said that | the natural sanctuary of domestic life. It creates 
seventeen sugar houses were too sinall a number |a number of artificial crines; an additional code 
to rouse a general seatinent in their favor. This | of laws must be invented in order to punish them ; 
was no argument at all. Everybody made use of!and this punishment cannot be inflicted without 
sugar, and every one, therctore, was interested in | the ruin of American citizens, or neglected, with- 
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out the ruin of American excise revenues. What 
mischiefs have not excise laws produced in Eng- 
land? It has been found necessary to form a new 
set of laws in which the British subjects have lost 


was convinced that the excise on spirits was, upon 
the whole, of advantage to this country. For this 
reason, Mr. S. had submitted without reluctance 
to the ruin of his distillery, as from local causes, 


the protection of a trial byjury. Here Mr. S. read a | the excise had been ruinous to the distilleries of 


passage on this subject from Blackstone, which is: the Southern States. 


in these words: 

“ All trials of offences and frauda, contrary to the 
laws of the excise, and other branches of the revenues, 
are to be inquired into, and determined by the Com 
missioners of the respective departments, or by Justices 
of the Peace in the country; officers, who are all of 
them appointed and removable at the discretion of the 
Crown. And though such convictions are absolutely ne- 
ceasary for the due collection of the public money, and 
are a species of mercy to the delinquents, who would be 
ruined by the expense and delay of frequent prosecu- 
tions by action or indictment; and though such has 
usually been the conduct of the Commissioners, as sel- 
dom, if ever, to afford just grounds to complain of op- 
pression, yel, when we again consider the various and al- 
most innumerable branches of this revenue, which may 
be in their turns the subjects of fraud, or at least com- 
plaints of fraud, and of course, the objects of this sum- 
mary uud arbitrary jurisdiction ; we shall find that the 
power of these officers of the Crown over the property 
of the people, is iucreased to a very formidable height.” 

Mr. S. said, that he was uot fond of troubling 
the House with loug quotations, but the present 
came exactly to the point. A system of excise was 
contrary to the spirit of the Constitution of a free 
country, and in opposition to the Constitution of the 
United States, 

Mr. Dayron declared, that he could not sit in 
silence to hear this sort of reasoning. Did the 
gentleman imagine that the present excise was to 
be imposed wantonly? Are we not in great ne- 
cessity for money? There were but three objects 
of taxation, commerce, manufactures, and agri- 
culture. ‘he first had been pretty well burdened 
already. The luxuries of the second were now to 
be taxed; or, in other words, every man was to tax 
himself, He confided in the wisdom of the 
House, that this measure would pass. If this re- 
solution were to be struck out, what shall we do 
next? Let us see another tax, and we shall choose 
between them, But no gentleman can show any ex- 
pedicnt preferable to that before the Committee. 

Mr. S. Smrru.—Raise that seven and an half 
per cent. of duty on wares and merchandise to ten 
per cent.; that will do. But people who object to 
a bad tax are not, therefore, obliged to find a bet- 
ter in its place. Any abuse whatever may be de- 
fended in this way. A gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Sepewick] had said, that as there 
were only seventeen sugar houses in the United 
States, it was so much the bettcr. So by this rule, 
it was no matter what degree of hardship was im- 
posed on the manufacturer, provided that a reve- 
nue could be got by it. To show the Cummittee 
that he was not disposed to give wanlon opposi- 
tion do taxes, Mr. S. informed them, that the ex- 
cise on spirits had put an end to a distillery which 
he had formerly set up. The building was now 
lying waste; and his whole expenses were cast 
away. But of this he had not coinplained at the 
time, and he did not complain now; because he 


It was, taken all together, an 
advantageous measure, and he cheerfully subinitted 
to his loss; but now he found they were to come 
back again upon him, and destroy his sugar house, 
which he thought somewhat hard. Mr. 8S. here ad- 
verted to a mistake that he had made in a former 
part of the debate. He had said, that it required 
about three pounds of unrefined sugar Lo make one 
pound of refined sugar. This was a mistake ; the 
proportion of unrefined sugar was, he believed, less 
than two pounds; though concerned in the sugar 
baking, he knew nothing of it as a profession. He 
never had set his foot twice within his own house 
since he built it. 

[Several members had adverted in the course of 
preceding speeches to this misstatement by Mr. S. 
Suru.) 

Mr. Goopnux did not think that two cents per 
pound wouid destroy the sugar business. 

Mr. Nrcwonas, having so lately trespassed on the 
patience of the Committee, had not intended to trou- 
ble them again. But the gentlemen who favored 
the excise system wanted to make it pass through 
the Committee with an eclat which it did not de- 
serve. He expressed his aversion to excise in gene- 
ral, because it was, at best, from its essence, insep- 
arably connected with vexation, the multiplication 
of oaths, of false informations for smuggling, and 
acquittances at an heavy expense from such accu- 
sations. The moment we begin an excise, that mo- 
ment the mischief begins. The smallest modicum 
of this sort cannot be raised without oppression. 
Mr. N. adverted to the idea of making people not 
only pay taxes, but feel them. It was firmly his 
opinion, that direct taxes were the best, both as be- 
ing the least expensive in the collection, and as 
tending more than any others, to kecp the attention 
of the people strictly fixed on the way in which 
their money shall be expended. 

Mr. Finpiey spoke for a short timc. Gentlemen 
might find a difficulty in answering arguments, 
and so call them repetitions, and declare them not 
worthy an answer. But it was impossible to deny, 
that excise was inconsistent with personal lib- 
erty, and the spirit of the American Constitu- 
tion. Mr. Finney went over several remarks that 
have already occurred iu the course of this discus- 
sion. 

Mr. W. Smiru observed that the gencral ques- 
tion of excise had been canvassed a few days ago, 
and therefore gentlemen employed their ingenuity 
to very little purpose, in attacking what had been 
so lately decided upon. If objections were to be 
made to every tax, and every sum of duty was to 
be left blank, what was the occasion for appoint- 
ing a select Committee of Ways and Means? One 
gentleman insisted upon striking out of this resolu- 
tion; another on the striking out uf that resolu- 
tion, till in short they would leave nothing at all. 
This proceeding reminded Mr. 8. of a story in 
the fables of Phosdrus, A man, whose head was 
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covered with black and grey hairs, had two female! 
friends. One of them, who desired that he should 
have a youthful appearance, carefully pulled out ı 
some of his grey hairs, as often as he paid her a, 
visit. The other lady, who wanted him to look 
like an old man, was industrious in pulling ont the 
black hairs. Between their joint endeavors, he be-! 
came bald. Thus, said Mr. S., by the time that 
every gentleman has done with plucking, we shall 
have nothing of the report left. It was needless to 
make reports, if they were to be thus destroyed. 
All the ways and means that had been yet pre- 
sented, if we lay the land tax out of them, are lit- ! 
tle enough to serve for the appropriations already ; 


posed on the importation of foreign commodities 
into this country, an addition of ten per cent. of 
extra duty shall be laid on all articles the growth 
or manufacture of Great Britain. 

The next resolution is in these words: 

“ Resolved, That the sum of seven hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars be raised by direct tax, for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-fonr, to be ap- 
portioned among the States, agreeably to the rule pre- 
seribed by the Constitution.” 

A motion was then made by Mr. Lysaw for 
striking out this resolution. He observed, that this 
resolution was supposed to contemplate a land tax, 
as, in the abstract of the report, it was called direct 


made. [tis very easy to make plausible and in- : taxes on land. This being the case, he should be 
genious objections to every thing. But plausible | obliged, from not only a regard to his constituents, 
objections produced no money, which must be had, | particularly, but in a general regard to the whole 
and had immediately, by some way or other. A | Union, to make a motion to strike out the resolu- 
gentleman [Mr. S. Smitu] had said, that the seven | tion. Le said, that he had a different opinion on this 
and an half per cent. of impost should be raised | subject from those gentlemen for whom he had the 
to ten per cent. and that this would be a proper! highest respect, and whose opinions had, on 
compensation for laying aside the excise system. | many occasions, fully coincided with his own. Ie 
That was indeed but a sandy foundation to build | should not now take up the time of the Committee 
such an assertion upon. Ile adduced a variety of | in reconciling this seeming inconsistency, otherwise 
other arguments to show the impropriety of this, than by observing, that he supposed it must be 
scheme of objecting to every thing. Ile pressed | owing to the variation of the tenure of lands in 
the Committee, in the most forcible and interesting | the different States; that whilst in some States the 
manner, to consider what they were about, and what | lands were pretty well distributed, and held in small 
was to become of public credit, and national de- | parcels by those who cultivated them, in other 
fence, if they refused to vote for the requisite sup- | States they were held in larger quantities and cul- 
plies to maintain the one and the other. tivated in a different way. A tax on them there- 

On dividing the Committee upon the foregoing | fore, which in the one case might be considered 
motion of Mr. S. Sara, for striking out the whoie i unacceptable, would probably be less so in the 
resolution, there were for the striking out 25— j other. However, speculative opinions in questions 
against the motion 35. of this sort were but a feeble opposition to fact and 

Mr. Lyman voted for keeping in the resolution, | experiment. ‘To these he would pray the atten- 
but on this condition, that the sum should be left | tion of the Committee. In this country, some of 
blank. [He made a motion to this purpose. the States at least have made the experiment. It 

Mr. Sevewicx.—If the sum of duty be struck | had proved oppressive, excited discontents, and 
oul, it is impossible to determine what is to be the | even convulsed the Government. ‘The experience 
duty imposed on refined sugar imported from Eng- of other countries did not furnish much more fa- 
land. Tf the duty on importation be too high, then vorable arguments, if his recollection and inform 
by driving foreign sugars out of the market, we ation were correct, as he thought they were. In 
give the American sugar baker a monopoly against | the Republic of Rome they never had a land tax. 
his customers at home. On the other hand, if we! lt had ils odious origin uuder the tyranny of the 
lay too little duty on the importation of forcign | Emperors. In France, they have no land lax. 
sugars, the forcign manufacture will undersell that | This, in that country, he was sensible, was com- 
of America. l plained of, but it must have been because the 

The motion was withdrawn. i lands were held by the nobility, to whom it prov- 

The next resolution in the report was read, and , ed au exemption from the burdens of society, and 
is as follows: ! from that cause the exemption was disagrecable to 

“ Resolved, That after the day of every per- | the people; but had the lands been of a different 
son sehim distilled spirits or wine, ‘for consumption out , tenure there would have been no such complaint. 
of their own dwellings ; distilled spirits in less quantity i Ilow stood the case in England, a country where 
than twe. y gallons: wines in less quantity than thirty | every species of taxation was carried to its utmost 
gallons, except in the original cask or package in whieh . stretch? Their land tax was a mere trifle com- 
they were imported, shall take out licenses to authorize | pared with their other impositious; and, trifling as 
the sale of such distilled spirits and wines, and shall pay, ' it was, they embraced every occasion, when not 
annually, for a license to sell all foreign distilled spirits, | pressed by particular exigencies, requiring the ut- 
five dollars; for a license to sell all wines, five dollars.” | most exertions. to lessen it, from an apprehension 

The resolution passed the Committee. | of exciting uneasiness and tumult. Indeed he did 

Mr. Crank then informed the Cominittee, that: not know but it might there be deemed a modified 
when they had got through the report, he had aj relic of their former slavish tenures. Under these 
motion in his hand which he intended to lay be- | impressions, and the consideration of the expense 
fore the Louse. Ho read this motion. The gub-! of collecting a tax of this sort, he hoped it would 
stance of it was, that, over and above all duties im-‘ not now be resorted to. Ie supposed the Select 
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Committee had made the report under apprehen- 
sions of more danger from abroad, than was said 
now to threaten us. We are now told that affairs 
abroad wear a more friendly aspect. He hoped it 
was the case; no one could wish more sincerely 
than he did, that it would prove so; but if it should 
not, neither he nor any American would, he trust- 
ed, be averse to any species of taxation necessary 
to our defence and protection, and to give the 
fullest operation to our whole force. He did not 
forget, that, in discussing the business of ways and 
means, it had been suid, that all taxation was ob- 
jectionable, and that a motion for striking out any 
part of the sum necessary, ought to be accompa- 
nied with a succcdaneum. He would therefore 
suggest increasing the impost duties, foreign ton- 
nage, or even the excise duties. The impost on 
many articles was not nearly so high as it might 
well be made; the collection could be made with 
little additional expense, and with great certainty. 
There need be no new officers. Interest, policy, 
every motive conspired to abandon this tax on 
Jand, and embrace one more easy and convenient. 
He said, as little as he wished to see the public 
debt increased, and nobody had a less desire of 
such an event, yet he would sooner prefer a small 
loan for the possible deficiencies of the current 
ear. 

j Mr. Scorr rose. Mr. CLark was up at the same 
time. The latter gentleman, observed, that he had 
been up some time before, but he was so small, 
that gentleman could not see him. He did not 
object to a land tax, considered as such, but he 
had a temporary objection. Did gentlemen con- 
sider in what time of the session they were? The 
Union consists of fifteen States all different in 
their Jaws, and in their local circumstances. The 
land tax was a matter of infinite difficulty, and 
would of itself require at least a month to discuss 
it, Ie therefore wished that it might lic over. 

Mr. ITeara did not take up much of the time of 
the House in general. But he rose to say, that 
there were many expedients more palatable than 
a land tax. Why not lay a tax upon all kinds of 
shopkeepers? This project had formerly been 
very popular in Virginia. Why was the selling 
of wine, &c., taxed at so small arate as five dol- 
lars? 

Mr. Scorr then rose. He said that he was sur- 
prised at their calling this resolution a land-tax. 
He saw no such thing about it. It might be a poll- 
tax. He waa informed, that it was mentioned in 
the preamble as a land-tax, but he was to look to 
the resolution itself, where he certainly saw no 
such thing. A land-tax must be very unequal. 
One man would pay as much for ten acres, as ano- 
ther for a thousand. He recommended, in pre- 
ference, a gencral tax on property; no matter 
whether by land or water. The resolution spoke 
of the Constitution. He knew no notice taken in 
the Constitution of any such matter. Ile con- 
sidered it as impracticable, without destroying the 
Constitution, and how it could be levied was be- 
yond his comprehension. He did not concur with 
some gentlemen for whom he had a great respect 
(referring perhaps to Mr. Sume and Mr. Nicno- 

3p Con.—21 


Las) that invisible taxes were dangerous. He 
could see nothing of that, in order to make people 
happy, it was necessary to have a goad in their 
sides. He could not imagine that American liber- 
ty must be in danger, unless American citizens 
are harassed by direct taxes. That the accounts 
published from the Public Treasury very fully 
showed the people in what way their money was 
expended, and the people had sagacity enough to 
know that whatever money came from the ‘Trea- 
sury must be theirs. If they do not like the way 
in which they see it laid out, they will send to 
this place other men, who will do their business 
more to their satisfaction. He again adverted to 
there being no notice whatever of land in this re- 
solution, [Mr. W. Saito explained that there 
had been a mistake or omission of a word in print- 
ing the report.) Mr. Scorr recommended a tax 
on the funds. All the countenance ever given to 
funding systems, in all the countries of the world, 
all the books that ever had been written about 
them, never could convince him that such a tax 
was unjust. He was firmly persuaded, that in the 
exigencies of a nation, all sorts of property should 
be taxed, because all sorts of property required to 
be defended. He was quite satisfied that all pro- 
perty should defend itself; that is, should pay for 
its own defence. He would cheerfully submit his 
own property to a general tax, were it even to half 
its value, if such an impost were necessary for the 
Indcpendence of America. 

Mr. Nicnozas, Mr. Crank, and Mr. Sepewicx, 
spoke a few words. 

The Committce rose without a division on the 
resolution. The Chairman reported progress, and 
the House adjourned. 


Turspay, May 6. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
for the remission of the duties on eleven hogsheads 
of coffee, which have been destroyed by fire,” was 
read twice, and committed, 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act directing a detachment from the Militia of 
the United States ;” and the same being read, were 
agreed to. 

Mr. Corrin, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill supplementary to the act, entitled 
“ An act to promote the progress of Useful Arts ;” 
which was read twice, and committed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have agreed to the resolution of 
this louse, “ To authorise the Presipent to grant 
clearances in the case of ships or vessels now load- 
ed, and bound to any port beyond the Cape of 
Good lope,” with an amendment; to which they 
desire the concurrence of ghis House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ment, and, the same being read, was disagreed to. 

Mr. Jeremian Wabswortn, from the managers 
appointed on the part of this House to attend. the 
conference with the Senate, on the subject-matter 
of the amendment depending between the two 
Houses to the bill, entitled “ An act to encourage 
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the recruiting service,” made a report; and, the 
game being read, was, on the question put therc- 
upon, disagreed to by the House. 

Resolved, That this House doth adhere to their 
disagreement to the said amendment. 


CLEARANCES TO CERTAIN VESSELS. 


A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate recede from their amendment, 
disagreed to by this Mouse, to the resolution “To 
authorize the Presipent to grant clearances in the 
case of ships or vessels now loaded and bound to 
any port beyond the Cape of Good Iope.” 


The message was read to the House, contain- ; 
’ i 


ing an amendment to the bill authorizing the 
Presipent to grant clearances to any vessels 
belonging to eitizens of the United States, and 
bound to any port beyond the Cape of Good Hope. 
The amendment consisted in striking out the 
words in italics; which made the bill extend to all 
foreign ships. 

Mr, S. Sure said he hoped the Mouse would not 
agrce to that amendment. 

Mr. Frrzsinuns, Mr. Goopavr, Mr. Crank, 
Mr. Sum, and Mr. Buvvixvuz, spoke cach a few 
words. 

Mr. Mapison was very indifferent as to the 
whole matter. The amendment made it worse 
than it was before. He would rather lose the mea- 
sure than concur. 

Mr. Nicuotas thought that the amendment would 
open a door to all sorts of imposture. 

Mr. S. Suita said it was very easy to make 
amendments; but gentlemen should consider what 
they were about. American owners would be 
cautious what they did; but, as to forcign vessels 
detained in the harbors of the United States, the 
consequence was easily foreseen. They would 
be driven by stress of weather into any port in 
the West Indies. They will next, for half a joe, 
or a joe, at most, get a certificate declaring the ship 
unfit for proceeding to sea, and the cargo is then 
sold. 

On a division—for agreeing to the amendment 
of the Scnate yeas 33, nays 40. 


PUBLIC CREDIT. 


The House again resolved itsclf into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole Ilouse on the report of the 
Committee appointed to inquire whether any, or 
what, further or other revenues are necessary for 
the support of public credit; and, if further reve- 
nues are necessary, to report the ways aud means. 

‘he motion of Mr. Lyman to strike out the 
clause relative to the land tax being under con- 
sideration— 

Mr. Sepewicx, aud, after him, Mr. Nicno.as, 
made various observations on the nature of direct 
taxes, as distinguished from those of a different 
description. The former gentleman observed, that 
Massachusetts and Connecticut resembled cach 
other more closely than any other two States in 
the Union; yet the method of levying taxes dif- 
fered very materially in the two States. From 
this, he inferred the difficulty of fixing a general 
system of land tax. 


After having considered the definition of “di- 
;Tect taxes,” as given by a gentleman from Vir- 
! ginia, [Mr. Nichonas,] and after commenting on 

the opinion of certain political economists, who 
held that all taxes ultimately fell upon land, and, 
therefore, that those which were imposed on it 
| were direct, and all those imposed on any other 
| subject indirect, Mr. S. proceeded to state his own 
| opinion. _ . 

| He said that, in forming a Constitution for a 
; National Government, to which was intrusted 
. the preservation of that Government and the ex- 
Į istence of the society itself, it was reasonable to 
suppose that every means necessary to those im- 
, portant ends should be granted. This was, in fact, 
i the case in the Constitution of the United States. 
To Congress it was expressly granted to impose 
| taxes, duties, imposts, and excises. It had been 
universally concluded, and never, to his know- 
‘ledge, denied, but that the Legislature, by those 
comprehensive words, had authority to impose 
| taxes on every subject of revenue. If this posi- 
‘tion be just, a construction which limited their 
| operation of this power (in its nature and by the 
| Constitution illimitable) could not be the just 
| construction. 

IIe observed, that, to obviate certain mischiefs, 
the Constitution had provided that capitation and 
other direct taxes should be apportioned according 
to the ratio prescribed in it. If, then, the Legis- 
lature be authorized to impose a tax on every sub- 
ject of revenue, (and surely pleasure carriages, as 
objects of luxury, and, in general, owned by those 
‘to whom contributions would not be inconvenient, 
i were fair and proper subjects of taxation,) and a 
‘tax on them could not be apportioned by the Con- 
| stitutional ratio, it would follow irresistibly that 
; such a tax, in this sense of the Constitution, is not 
« direct.” On this idea he enlarged his reasoning, 
and showed that such a tax was incapable of ap- 
portionment. 

Te said that, so far as he bad been able to form 
an opinion, there had been a general concurrence 
in a belief that the ultimate sources of public con- 
| tributions were labor and the subjects and effects 
| of labor. That taxes being permanent, had a ten- 
j dency to equalise and to difluse themselves through 
ja community. According to these opinions, & ca- 
| pitation tax and taxes on land and on property and 
‘income generally, were direct charges, as well in 
| the immediate as ultimate sources of contribution. 
! IIe had considered those, and those only, as direct 
| taxes in their operation and effects, On the other 
' hand, a tax imposed on a specific article of per- 
- sonal property, and particularly if objects of lux- 
lury, as in the case under consideration, he had 
į never supposed had been considered a direct tax, 
| within the meaning of the Constitution. The ex- 

action was indeed directly of the owner, but, by 
_ the equalizing operation, of which all taxes more 
or less partook, it created an indirect charge on 
j others besides the owners. 

| He said it would astonish the people of Ame- 
rica to be informed that they had made a Consti- 
| tution by which pleasure carriages and other ob- 
‘jects of luxury were excepted from contributing 
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to the public exigencies, which was undoubtedly 
the case if the reasoning of gentlemen who op- 
posed the resolution was well founded. If the im- 
position of a duty on pleasure carriages was a di- 
rect tax, it must then be apportioned; but as se- 
veral of the States had few or no carriages, no 
such apportionment could be made, and the duty 
of course could not be imposed. Such a construc- 
tion was inadmissable, because it would exempt, 
in times of the greatest distress, the fairest objects 
of contribution from the imposition of any burden. 
If there was doubt, we certainly ought not to in- 
cline to that side, which at the same time it might 
compel the Legislature to impose grievous bur- 
dens on the poorest and most laborious part of the 
community, shall exempt the affluent from eon- 
tributing for their objects of distinguishing enjoy- 
ments. This seemed not to carry into effect that 
doctrine of equality of which gentlemen said so 
much. 

Mr. CLarK complaincd that members spent 
their time upon definitions, when business de- 
manded an immediate decision. He objected to a 
proposal from Mr. Sepewick that the land tax 
should be agreed to, but should not take place un- 
til there was a prospect of war, Ie hinted want of 
time to discuss the question, and would have it laid 
aside for the present. 

Mr. Hintnouse observed, that, laying a direct 
tax would doubtless be attended wilh many diff- 
cullics, but was not, in his opinion, altogether im- 
practicable. It being, however, one of the most 
oppressive and uncqual taxes, ought not to be re- 
sorted to but in the Jast extremity ; that great cau- 
tion ought to be observed in the first commence- 
ment of the business; and the system that may be 
finally adopted ought to have the most mature 
and deliberate consideration which the present 
stage of the session would admit of. As it was 
proposed that the tax should not take effect but 
upon the contingency of a war, it was unnecessary 
to lay it at this time, as Congress must convene be- 
fore war could be declared; and the members of 
the House would be able, from the course of events 
during the recess, to judge of the probability of a 
war, and, if appearances should be threatening, 
would doubtless revolve the subjects in their 
minds, and gain all the information in their power, 
and come together much better prepared to digest 
a system than they can be at this time. The 
people, he believed, were fully sensible that, in 
ease of a war, almost all the resources from which 
the present revenue is drawn would be cut off, and 
that there could be no other resort but to direct 
taxes. If the present was contemplated as a war 
tax, the sum of $750,000 would be wholly inade- 
quate, and the cost of collecting that sum would be 
nearly the same as to collect $3,000,000 ; if we bad 
no war, he was of opinion there were other sources 
of revenue sufficient to supply the present exigen- 
cy, and that we ought not to resort to a direct tax. 
He hoped, therefore, the resolution would be strick- 
en oul. 

Mr. Dexren concurred with the two gentlemen 
who spoke last as to striking out the clause. He 
thought it an unnecessary incumbrance upon the 


other taxes agrced to, if it was intended to be post- 
poned in its operation. He said a land tax was a 
tax on the laborious poor. If every acre is to pay 
the same tax, it must prove very uncqual, as poor 
men generally live on the poorest lands, and must 
pay oppressive taxes. If the lands are to be va- 
lued, the delay and expense must be enormous. 
Lands increase in value very unequally in differ- 
ent places, and the proportion will be forever al- 
tering. He had been told that two thousand per- 
sons had once been concerned in apportioning and 
collecting the land tax of Pennsylvania. He said 
a question had arisen as to the meaning of the 
words “ direct taxes” in the Constitution. Before 
a determination be had for or against them, it 
ought to be known what is the true meaning of 
this phrase. He said his colleague [Mr. Sepe- 
wick] had stated the meaning of direct taxes to 
be a capitation tax, or a general tax on all the 
taxable property of the citizens; and that a gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Nicnoras] thought 
the meaning was, that all taxes are direct which 
are paid by the citizen without being recompensed 
by the consumer; but that, where the tax was 
only advanced and repaid by the consumer, the 
tax was indirect. He thought that both opinions 
were just, and not inconsistent, though the gen- 
tlemen had differed about them. He thought that 
a gencral tax on all taxable property was a direct 
tax, because it was paid without being recom- 
pensed by the consumer. Suppose one mechanic 
art to be heavily taxed, and others not taxed at 
all. This, at first, will be oppressive; but the art 
being necessary in socicty, other arts must con- 
tribute to support it under the increased burden. 
The tax will, like any other expense necessarily 
incurred in the manufacture, be added to the price 
of the article; and this contribution to reimburse 
the manufacturer who advances il will make it an 
indirect tax, according to the idea of the gentleman 
from Virginia. If, on the other hand, all mecha- 
nic arts and all natural subjects of taxation are 
taxed by the Legislature in due proportion, this is 
a direct tax; because no such invisible contribu- 
tion is necessary, as each has originally borne its 
proportionate burden. Mr. D. thought, that, if 
any mode of taxation be permanent, it will soon be 
equal. The most unequal imposition will, like a 
fluid, soon diffuse itself equally through all the pro- 
per and natural subjects of taxation. Mr. D. 
thought, also, that direct taxation ought not to be 
pursued by the General Government, except in 
time of war, because it is the only source of reve- 
nue for the support of State Governments and pay- 
ment of State debts. i 

Mr. S. Sura did not think that the sums in 
the report would be pressingly wanted, for, in the 
first place, he had no fear now of a war, and, in 
the second place, the revenues of 1794 would ex- 
ceed those of 1792, from which the estimate of 
the Commiltee of Ways and Means had been ta- 
ken. There would be a greater importation in 
the next Fall than in the last; because England 
was overstocked with commodities for export, 
and would be very glad to trust America. He 
said that English manufactures had heen sold to 
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America forty per cent. cheaper during this Spring 
than in Jast Fall. Twenty-five per cent. discount 
had been given for ready money, and fifteen per 
cent. for a good bill on Jondon at six months. 
These facts he knew. He rejoiced to think that 
the product of the excise now before the House 
would go to the destruction of the National Debt. 
He wished for a committee to report what had 
been done already in the matter of ways and 
means, He said that England would be glad to 
give credit to America, as she was at war with 
France, and her commerce had thence become so 
uncertain. 

Mr. Firzstmons said that, if the revenue of 1794 
were equal to that of 1792, it would alter his ideas 
of the land tax. 

Mr. Murray thought it best to strike out the 
resolution. The resolution did not specifically 
hold out the idea of a Jand tax; but it was well 
understood that a land tax was its object. Any 
gentleman might hereafter bring forward this ob- 
ject, which was hoth novel and complicated. It 
was of importance cnough to deserve a separate 
bill, and a distinct discussion. His general im- 
pression was at present against a land tax, and 
his difficultics arose from, perhaps, the crudeness 
of the plans which he had yet heard. Certain it 
was, that, when we reflected on the various value 
of land, in different parts of the Union, the per 
petual fluctuation arising from progressive im- 
provement in this great olject of industry, and 
clashing of landed interests from these considera- 
tions, we shall fiud that there will be great diffi- 
culty in organizing this tax. By voting to strike 
out the resolution at present, we do not ultimately 
abandon a view of this object--the taxes already 
agreed to may be immediately formed into shape 
by a bill—we shall accelerate the public business, 
and not necessarily give up this tax. At present, 
he was against the tax on land, but would not say 
how he should be, if a system could be suggested 
that would remove the difficulties he at present 
foresaw. 

Mr, W. Smira differed from Mr. S. Surru. There 
would be a deficiency of at lcast two hundred 
thousand dollars. Revenue would diminish for im- 
ports. It would diminish for exports. The ex- 
penses of individuals also would diminish. It had 
been recommended that we shouid not go into the 
land tax at present, on acecount of the difliculty 
of ascertaining it. He thought this a proper rea- 
son for going into it, that gentlemen might have 
an opening view of the subject, and be preparing 
their minds for its final discussion at sume future 
period. 

On dividing the Committec, on the motion for 
striking out this clause fora land tax, seventy gen- 
tlemen rose. The nays were not counted. So the 
motion was carried. 

Mr. Gites moved to strike out the following re- 
solution in the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means: 

* Resolved, That, after the day of , every 
person keeping a carriage for the conveying of persons 
for their own use, shall notify the same at some office, 
which may be designated for the purpose, and shall pay 


annually, for a coach, ten dollars; for a chariot, eight ; 

for any other four-wheeled carriage, aix; for a chaise or 

other two-whecled carriage, two. Wath an addition of 

one-fourth, where two carriages shall be kept by one 

person; of one-third, where three carriages shall be 
| kept by one person ; and of one-half, where more than 
| three carriages are kept by the same person.” 


On dividing the Committee, there were for the 
otion 38, against it 44. 

Mr. W. Suitu next moved that the last para- 
graph of this resolution, charging an additional 

| duty where two carriages are kept, should be struck 
out. 

Mr. Nicnozas, Mr. LYMAN, and Mr. SyiLie, were 
for letting the clause stand. 

Mr..S. Smita was for striking out the clause. 
He disliked the tax. In some States, there were 
no carriages at all. It had been noticed, on a for- 
mer day, that there were none in Vermont or 
Kentucky. The members of these States were, 
therefore, voting for a tax on their sister States 
which they were not to pay a share of theinselves. 
This was one objection to the matter. Besides, 
this was a tax on population. A young man (said 
Mr. S.) gets a wife and a carriage to drive her to 
church in. You tax him. Tn due time, he has a 
number of children, and mnst have a second carri- 
riage for giving them an airing. You tax him. 
Thus, sir, you taxa person for doing you the great- 
est service that can be done you—for peopling 
your country. 

Mr. Axes said it had been proved by the infor- 
mation from some gentleman that, in the Southern 
Stutes, a carriage was not always a mark of wealth, 
but that it was a necessary article. He was for 
striking out the clause. 

Mr. W. Sures ridiculed the paragraph altogether, 
in very pointed terms. If we are to tax a second 
carriage, we may as well tax a second glass of whis- 
key, a second bottle of Madeira, a second hundred 
acres of land that any man possessed, a second 
looking-glass in his house, a second pinch of snuff, 
or a second quid of tobacco. 

His motion for striking out the clause was car- 
ried—ayes 40, noes 33. 

Mr. Macow laid on the table a resolution for an 
excise upon porter, beer, and cider. He had no 
long arguments to advance on this head. He 
should state, as it arose in his mind, a clear prin- 
ciple of justice that dictated this resolution, In the 
Southern States, cider, during a great part of 
the year, would not keep. It was therefore dis- 
tilled into brandy, and paid a duty. But it was not 
equilable that some parts of the Union should have 
cider and malt liquors, all round the year, duty 
free, while others paid a duty for almost all the 
liquor which they made use of. He would like- 
wise move to repeal the tax on brandy made from 
cider, that, when the cider itself had paid a duty, 
it might not be overloaded by a second exeise. 
His idea was very plain. If it could be accom- 
plished without much opposition, he was satisfied. 
If otherwise, he should, on this, as on all former 
occasions, sudmit, with respectful silence, to the 
senliments of the majority. 

The Committee rose, and the House adjourned. 
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The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An 
act for the remission of the duties on eleven hogs- 
heads of coffee, which had been destroyed by fire,” 
was read the third time and passed. 

The House, according to the order of the day, 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled 
tt An act to erect a light-house on the head-land 
of Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Oera- 
cock Island, in the State of North Carolia; and, 
after some time spent therein, Mr. SPEAKER re- 
sumed the Chair, and Mr. Parker reported that 
the Committee had had the said bill under con- 
sideration, and made several amendment thereto; 
which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where 
the sume were severally twice sead, and agreed to 
by the House. 

Ordered, That the said Lill, with the ameudments, 
be read the third lime to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to ‘An act to provide for the 
defence of certain ports and habors in the United 
States,” with an amendment; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 


THE PUBLIC CREDIT. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
committee appointed to inquire whether any, or 
what, further or other revenues are necessary for 
the support of the public credit; and, if further 
revenues are necessary, to report the ways and 
means. 

The Committee then took into consideration the 
resolutions of Mr. Macon. 

The first of which was that a duty of be 
laid upon every gallon of malt beer and porter 
made in the United States. 

It was negatived by a majority of 44 against 28. 

Mr. CLARK said, that if this resolution had 
passed, he would have laid some new ones on the 
table, for the taxing of negroes and twenty other 
things. 

The second resolution was, that a duty of 
‘he laid upon every gallon of beer or porter im- 
ported inte the United States. 

Mr. Sepewice said that there was already a 
duty upon it amounting to a prohibition; and 
little or none, unless when smuggled, came into the 
country. 

Mr. S. Suir was persuaded that the gentleman 
was mistaken. Vast quantities of London porter 
were sold in America. 

Mr. Macon said that, as the first resolution for 
excising malt liquors was rejected, he considered 
the second as falling of course. 

The third resolulion was for laying a duty of 
per gallon upon all cider manufactured in the 
United States, and the fourth, which was connect- 
ed with and dependent upon it, was, for withdraw- 
ing, if the third resolution passed, all excise duties 
now paid on distilling cider into brandy. 

Mr. Mavison was against all proposals of this 


kind. 
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Mr. NıcHoLas approved of the resolution. To 


obviate the charge of inconsistency, he thought it 
better to bring a general excise on the people at 
once, and try whether they would submit to it, or 
not, than to endeavor to briug it on them by imper- 
ceptible degrees. 

Mr. Krrtera. The present tax was evidently 
impracticable. We had been told [by Mr. Nicao- 
TAs] that Massachusetts made rum for all the rest 
of the States. Another State manufactures peach 
brandy ; so the one may serve as a balance against 
the other. A gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Smirie] had repeatedly told the House, that the 
tax on spirits was unpopular. It was not so in 
that part of the country (the district of Lancas- 
ter) which he had the honor of representing; nor 
did he believe that it was unpopular in general. 
The excise on cider never can be carried inio ex- 
ecution. We have been told that every family in 
Virginia make their own. It is vain to hope that 
any man will be brought to levy the excise upon 
himself; in what way then are we to collect this 
tax, in case it were possible that the resolution 
should pass the House? We must import collec- 
tors, and we shal] need almost as wany as we have 
of landholders; as there is commonly a distillery 
in every apple orchard of Virginia, Viewing the 
whole resolution as one that must end in nothing, 
he wished to get rid of it as quickly as possible. 

Mr, Surure declared that the tax was unpopular 
in the country. 

Mr. Frvptey entered into the general conse- 
quences of an excise, which were, he was convinced, 
of a most destructive nature. 

Mr. Kirrera replied, that this excise was not 
unpopular in the Lancaster district, a fact of which 
he must be permitted to say, that he had the best 
opportunities of judging. He believed that the 
excise was chiefly disliked on the Western fron- 
tier of the country, where the people were many 
of them emigrants, and who never had been ae- 
customed before to a tax of this sort; but it was 
far from being disapproved in other parts of the 
State. 

Mr. Cuark asked what the motion before the 
Committee was ? 

It was read by the Chairman, and proposed that 
a daty of per gallon be laid on the cider ma- 
nufactured in the United States. 

Mr. Cuark then observed, that it was impossi- 
ble to have conjectured, from the speeches of 
gentlemen, of what the motion before the Com- 
mittee consisted. One [Mr. Nieworas] argues 
against all excise as oppressive ; and that, the only 
way to make it universal was to bring it on by de- 
grees. On this account, he votes for an excise upon 
cider. This is his logic. The gentleman behind 
me, said Mr, C., (referring to Mr. Fiepier) is an- 
other enemy to excise; and le would also vote for 
this cider duty; only that he says his conscience 
wont let him. Mr. C. closed his speech by de- 
claring that such sort of arguments were entirely 
bey ond his comprehension. ; 

Mr. Sepewick. After what has appeared this 
day, no man ought to be astonished at any politi- 
cal inconsistencies. Gentlemen in this very Com- 
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mittee, but a few days since, had voted against a 
tax on loaf sugar, to be collected from the pro- 
prietors of seventeen sugar-houses, and this be- 
cause it would be oppressive to those on whom it 
was immediately to operate; and yet, those very 
gentlemen who had then fell and expressed such 
strong sensibility, were now rising for the exten- 
sion of the sume species of oppression to almost 
every citizen of the United States, What, he 
asked, was the pretence fur this apparent incon- 
sistency? This very extraordinary reason was 
given for it. Jt would equalize the burden of ex- 
cise in the different States. Ilow is the fact’? 
Massachusetts will perhaps contribute as much in 
excise on cider, as any State, certainly incom- 
parably more than any to the South of this. 
What was her present proportion of contribution 
to the duties of excise? It was nearly two-fifths 
of the whole contribution of all the States. It 
was considerably more than double what was paid 
by the State of Virginia, although the population 
of that State was almost double to that of Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. S. Surra would have thought that this de- 
bate would have been proper enough had we been 
on the question of the repeal of excise laws. But 
as we are upon laying a tax on cider, he certainly 
thought this conversation should have been restrict- 
ed more closely to that subject. ` 

Mr. Ames observed, that there was nota single 
distillery of the kind referred to in Massachusetts, 
till after the excise law had been passed. They 
are at present. numerous. It is strange that a ma- 
nufacture should thrive so extremely under op- 
pression, and that the more it was oppressed, the 
more it flourished. This statement, as to the dis- 
tilleries of Massachusetts, demonstrated that the 
whole arguments about the bad effects of an ex- 
cise were a mere delusion. The manufacturer is 
ticher than he was before the excise was laid. 
Numerous objections had been advanced against 
it, from its ruinous consequences in another coun- 
try, arising out of the privileges of excisemen, 
and their right of entering the dwelling houses of 
all people, at the most unseasonable hours. Every 
precaution had been adopted by the American 
Legislature, that they could devise, to prevent 
inconvenience to the citizens of the United 
States; and it was not fair to argue from the 
abuses in another country, which did not exist 
in our own, 

The question was called for, and the resolution 
for an excise upon cider was rejected by a great 
majority. 

A resolution was then laid on the table, for a 
duty of —— per ounce on all articles of silver, 
—— per cent, ad valorem, on articles of 
plated ware manufactured in the United States. 
The question on this resolution was taken imme- 
diately and lost, 

On a motion by Mr. Sepewicx, the Committee 
then rose, and the Chairman reported progress. 

After the report had been read hy the Clerk, it 
was moved that the House consider the report of 
the Committee, and agreed tv. 

On the resolution being put,as to a duty of three 


cents per bushel upon salt, the House divided, and 
it was declared to be negatived by a majority of one 
vote. Several members insisted that there was a 
mistake in the numbering of the members, as one 
gentleman had come into the House after the 
SPEAKER had counted the votes in that part of the 
House where he sat. Several members, who had 
been in the majority, requested that the question 
might be taken over again, to avoid any thing like 
an advantage. At last, after a long conversation, it 
was agreed to take the vote of the [louse over 
again, when there appeared for the resolution of 
three cents per bushel on salt 41, against it 46. 

The resolution for taxing carriages was then 
read. It was moved to strike out the tax, 

Mr, S. Smita opposed the tax. If it was to exist 
at all, it should be a tax on the making of carriages, 
but this he did not approve either, 

Mr. Murray said, that he was sorry to differ in 
opinion from his colleague; but he thought the 
tax on pleasure carriages a good one, in onr pre- 
sent necessities. His colleague thought it would 
have been more analogous to the other articles 
brought forward by the Committee, if the tax 
were designed to operate on carriages to be made 
in future; but he would remark, that the tax long 
since passed on all stills in the United States ope- 
rated as this was intended to do. He confessed 
that the terms in the Constitution, direct and indi- 
rect taxes, had never conveyed very distinct or 
definite ideas to his mind; yet it appeared, as if 
we were now called on to act under a clear per- 
ception of both modes. It was absolutely neces- 
sary to get a very clear understanding of these 
terms. After all he had heard he still saw much 
confusion in the definitions. The idea which the 
Convention entertained in requiring the use of 
the term direct tax to be apportioned agreeably 
to representation, must have been definite. They 
must have annexed to these terms a mode of ope- 
ration, sensible, just, aud equal. The ouly species 
of direct tax, agreeably to the rule iu the Consti- 
tution, must be a taa on all taxable properiy in 
the Union. When a deficiency of revenue occur- 
red, and a direct tax was thought of by Congress, 
he presumed the sum being ascertained, an appor- 
tionment would be made agreeably to the Consti-- 
tutional rule, and each State, or the property of 
each State, taxed up to its apportionment. As 
to a complete modification of this principle, he 
confessed he had not yet heard one suggested, and 
there would be a difficulty, he believed, in the 
attempt, that would long keep off direct taxation; 
at least, until public exigeucies rose to a higher 
degree of necessity than at present existed. The 
motion to strike out this tax on coaches, is sup- 
ported by the position that it is a direet tax; and 
being so, must, if it be carried, be modified agree- 
ably to the rule in the Constitution. Either this 
position must be unfounded, or the Constitution 
must be construed to mean a mode of taxation - 
unjust, unequal, and in its operation absurd. If 
this be a direct tax, you must apportion it. Con- 
necticut would have nearly as much tax ou her 
as the State of Maryland, since she has but one 
less in representation. He was informed that in 
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the whole State of Connecticut there were but 
wo coaches; thus, then, the owner or owners of 
these two coaches would pay as large a sum as all 
the owners of coaches in Maryland would pay. 
The extreme inequality would show the injustice 
of; such a tax, and of course the Constitution 
eould not be construed to carry such a meaning ; 
but he could not exactly sce the difference between 
this principle of a tax on a coach and that of a 
tax on a still, as far as a difference of the prin- 
eiples of taxation was drawn from the Constitu- 
tion. The still and the eoach are things of use; 
the argument that the tax on stills was an indirect 
ene, would equally prove the tax on coaches such. 
It was a matter of choice with the holder of both, 
to own them and to use them so as to draw back 
the tax, by making the use pay the tax in both 
cases. ‘The spirit, if not consumed by the distil- 
ler, is paid by the consumer; and the coach, if 
hired, levies the tax on those who hire it. Where 
the division of labor and ingenuity is made, it is 
true that distilling is a distinct profession ; but in 
many parts of the country the farmer, who has 
an orchard, distils his own fruit, and if a man of 
extensive hospitality consumes the whole of what 
he makes, his still and his coach are in the same 
situation as far as either is an object of Constitu- 
tional taxation. The extreme hardship and in- 
justice that would attend the construction of the 
Constitution contended for, was convincing with 
him, that this tax could not be considered as a 
direct one. He believed the minds of gentlemen, 
who undertook to construe those indefinite terms, 
direct and indirect taxes as referrible to cvaches 
and stills, were confused by the substantial differ- 
ence that there appeared to be in the mode in 
which each was an instrument of ability ; but the 
difference in the mode in which each was instru- 
mental to profit or convenjenee, created no dis- 
tinction as to the class of taxes under which each 
or either of them was to be referred by the Con- 
stitution. Besides, coaches and all those splendid 
vehicles, were evidences of a certain degree of 
property, as the gentleman trom Massachusetts, 
{Mr. AMEs,] had justly remarked; and, in a mo- 
ment like this, when we are hunting through all 
the recesses of revenue which, at any time we had 
been accustomed to think of, it would be impolitie 
to tax the humble line of enjoyment and leaye the 
more clevated one free. 
, Mr. S. Sure said, that there was a difference, 
and a very great one, between a tax on stills and 
one on coaches. Ie himself had stills; but he 
had made no use of them for some years, and of 
consequence, they cost him nothing. But he must 
pay for his coach, whether it stood in the yard all 
the year round or not. 
After a long debate on the nature of these taxes, 
the Committee rose, and reported the following 
resolutions to the House: 


“1st, Resolved, That, from and after the day 
of next, there be levied, collected, and paid, upon 
the following articles imported into the United States, 
in ships or vessels of the United States, wilh an addi- 
tion of one-tenth per cont. on like articles imported in 
any other ships or vessels, the several duties hereinafter 


mentioned, over and above the duties now paid, to be 
levied, collected, and paid, in the same manner, by the 
same officers, subject to the same penalties, and entitled 
to drawbacks, as the same articles are now subject and 
entitled to, viz. : 

On boots, per pair, 25 cents. 

On shoes and slippers for meu and women, and on 
clogs and goloshoes, per pair, 5 ceuts. 

On shoes and slippers fur children, per pair, 3 cents. 

On millinery ready made, artificial flowers, feathers, 
and other ornaments for womens’ head dresses, and on 
dolls dressed and undressed, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On cast, slit, and rolled iron, and, generally, on all 
manufactures of iron, steel, tin, pewter, copper, brass, 
or of which either of those metals is the article of chief 
value, not being otherwise particularly enumerated, 
(brass and iron wire, locks, hinges, hoes, anvils, and 
vices, excepted,) 5 per cent, ad valorem. 

On carpets and carpeting, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On leather tanned or tawed, and generally, all manu- 
factures of leather, or of which leather is the article of 
chief value, not particularly otherwise enumerated, 5 
per cent, ad valorem, 

On medicinal drugs, except those commonly used in 
dying ; on mats and floor-cloths ; on hats, caps, and 
bonnets, of every sort for women; on gloves, mittens, 
stockings, fans, buttons of every kind, buckles (shoe 
and knee,) 5 per cent, ad valorem. 

On sheathing and cartridge paper, 5 per cent. ad va 
lorein. 

On all powders, pastes, balls, balsams, ointments, 
oils, waters, washes, tinctures, essences, or other pre- 
parations or compositions commonly called sweet scents 
or odours, perfumes or cosmetics, and on all dentifrices, 
powders, or preparations for the teeth or gums, 5 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

On gold, silver, or plated wares, gold and silver lace, 
jewelry, and paste work, clocks and watches, and the 
parts of either, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On groceries, to wit: cinnamon, cloves, mace, nut- 
megs, ginger, aniseed, currants, dates, prunes, raisins, 
sugar caudy, oranges, lemons, limes, and, generally, all 
fruits and comfits, olives, capers, pickles of every sort, 
oil, and mustard in flour, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On all marble, slate, or other stone ; on bricks, tiles, 
tables, mortars, and other atone, and, generally, all stone 
aud earthenware, 5 per cent, ad valore. 

On cabinet wares, and all manufactures of wood, or 
of which wood is the material of chief value, 5 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

On cartiages, and parts of carriages, 4 per cent. 

On all manufactures of cotton or linea, or of mnelin ; 
of cotton and linen, or of which cotton or linen is the 
material of chief valuc, being printed, stained, or co- 
lored, 24 per cent. ; : 

On all goods, wares, and merchandise, which now 
pay a duty of 7} percent, an addition of 4 per cent. 

On coffee, per pound, | cent. 

On cocoa, per pound, 2 cents. 

On cheese, per pound, 3 cents, y 

On the tonnage of ships or vessels of the United 
States, emploved in foreign trade, 6 cents per ton. 

On all foreign ships or veasels, 25 cents per ton. 


“od, Resolved, That after the - day of 
every person keeping a cartiage, for the conveying of 
persons for thei own use, shall notify the same at some 
office, which may be designated for the purpose, and 
shall pay, annually : 

For a coach, $10. 

For a chariot, $8. > 
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For any other four wheeled carriage, $6. 
For a chaise, or other two wheeled carriage, $2. 


“3d. Resolved, That after the day of 
there be paid the following stamp duties: 

Lettera patent, issued under the anthority of the 
United States, $2. 

Exemplification thereof, 31. 

Licenses, or certificates of admission of solicitors, 
attorneys, advocates, aud proctors, in the Courts of the 
United States, $5. 

Exemplification under the seals of the Courta, 50 
cents. 

Affidavits and affirmations, except those before the 
officers of the public revenue, those relative to suits 
pending in Courts, to be used therein, and those rela- 
tive to criminal proceedings, 10 cents 

Deeds, except those otherwise particularly rated, 25 
cents, 

Charter parties, $1. 

Bottomry and respondentia bonds, $1. 

Apprentices’ indentures, 15 cents. 

Certificates of debentures for drawbacks, 20 cents. 

Bills of lading, cvastwise, except for vessels going 
from one district to another, within the same State, 10 
cents, 

Ditto, foreign, 20 cents. 

Inventories of the effects of deceased persons, or for 
other purpose prescribed by law, except in cases of 
goods distrained, or in compliance of any agreement 
between two or more persons, 10 cents. 

Bonds for the security of money, when the sum is 
above fifty, and not exceeding one hundred dollars, 20 
cents. 

Above 100, and not exceeding 500, 25 cents. 

Above 500, and not exceeding 1,000, 80 cents. 

Above 1,000, 40 cents, 

Receipta for legacies, or shares of personal estate, 
in cases of intestatcs, where the sum is above 50, and 
not exceeding $100, 25 cents. 

More than 100, and not exceeding 500, 50 cents. 

For every further sum above $500, $1. 

Not to extend to wives, children, or grandchildren. 

Notarial acts, 25 cents. 

On every transfer of the stock of the United States, 
at the rate of 5 cents for every $100. 

On every transfer of bank stock, as well of the 
United States, as those established under the authority 
of the individual States, at the rate of 5 cents for every 
$100. 

Letters of attorney, 25 cents. 

Policies of insurance— 

From one district to another, in the United States, 
20 cents. 

To and from the United States to any foreign coun- 
try, for any sum exceeding $500, 25 cents. 

For every further sum, more than 500, 25 ceuts. 

For every sum of 2,000, or upwards, $1. 

Probates of wills, and letters of administration, 50 
cents. 


“4th, Resolved, That, after the day of —— 
there shall be paid, on all sales at auction, (except in 
the cases of property sold upon execution, or by virtue 
of distress for rent or tax, or in consequence of bank- 
ruptcies, and legal insolvencies, or where there have 
been general assignments for the benefit of creditors, 
or in cases where ships and goods have been stranded 
or wrecked, or in cares of sales by executors or admin- 
istrators, or of produce sold upon the land where it is 
produced) at the rate of one per cent. 


“5th. Resolved, That, after the day of 
there shall be paid, upon all tobacco manufactured in 
the United States, cents per pound. On all snuff, 
— cents per pound. 

“That every manufacturer of tobacco or snuff, shall, 
on or befure the day of make entry, with the 
officer of inspection of the district in which he resides, 
of the house or building, in which the manufacture is 
carried on; and shall enter into bond, with sufficient 


| surety, to render a faithful account, every three months, 


of the quantity of tobacco or snuff sold or sent out, 
within that period. 

“That, previous tu laking in any tobacco, for the pur- 
pose of being manufactmed, he shall notify the same 
to the office of inspection, and shall keep a book, in 
which shall be entered daily, the quantity of tobacco 
or snuff, sold or sent out in cach day. 

“6th. Resolved, That there be laid an additional 
duty of cents per pound upon all tobacco, 
cents per pound on all snuff, and ‘cents per pound 
on all refined sugar, imported into the United States, 
after the day of 3 

“Hth. Resolved, That, after the day of — 
there be paid, on all sugars refined within the United 
States, two cents per pouad. 

“8th. Resolved, That, after the day of 
every person, selling distilled spirits or wines, for con- 
sumption, out of their own dwellings; distilled spirits, 
in less quantity than twenty gallons; wines, in less 
quantity than thirty gallons, except in the original cask 
or package, in which they were imported, shall take out 
licenses to authorize the sale of such distilled spirits and 
wines, and shall pay, annually : 

For a license to sell all foreign distilled spirits, $5. 

For a license to sell all wines, $5.” 


In the House a motion was made to amend 
the report of the Committee, by striking out the 
second resolution, in the words following, to wit : 


“ Resolved, That, after the —— day of every 
person keeping a carriage, for the conveying of persons 
for their own use, shall notify the same at some office, 
which may be designated for the purpose, and shall pay, 
annually : 

“ For a coach, $10. 

“For a chariot $8. 

“ For any otber four wheeled carriage, $6. 

“ For a chaise, or other two wheeled carriage, $2.” 


And on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 34, nays 54, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, 
Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham Olark, 
Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn, 
George Dent, William Findley, William B. Giles, Alex- 
ander Gillon, Andrew Gregg, Carter B. Harrison, Jobn 
Heath, Daniel Heister, William Hindman, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Andrew 
Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, Anthony 
New, Johu Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Andrew Pick- 
ens, Francis Preston, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Samuel 
Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, and 
Francis Walker. 

Nays.—Mesers. Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, 
John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Ben- 
jamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Samuel Dexter, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Gienn, Ben- 
jamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Christopher Greenup, 


657 
May, 1794] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Embargo—Publie Credit. 


658 
[H. or R» 


William Barry Grove, James Hillhouse, John Hunter, 
William Irvine, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Rich- 
ard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Fran- 
cis Malbone, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, 
William Vans Murray, Nathaniel Niles, Thomas Scott, 
Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherbourne, Jeremiah 
Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Tal- 
bot,.George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter 
Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, John Watts, Ben- 
jamin Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 


An adjournment was then called for, and car- 
ried. 


Tuurspay, May 8. 

_ The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to erect a light:house on the headland of Cape 
Hatteras, and a lighted bacon on Ocracock Island, 
in the State of North Carolina,” with the amend- 
ments agreed to yesterday, was read the third time 
and passed. 

Mr. S. Suita presented a memorial from cer- 
tain citizens of Baltimore. They recited the hard- 
ships which they had suffered from the British 
ships of war in the West Indies. Thcy declared 
that the amended instructions from the Court of 
London, of the 8th of January, had been found by 
experience injurious and delusive They trusted 
that Congress would secure the indemnification 
of their losses, They recommended a prolongation 
of the Embargo. Ordered to lie. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senate to the bill entitled 
“ An act supplementary to ‘ An act to provide for the 
defence of certain ports and harbors in the United 
States ;’” and, the same being read, was agreed to. 

A message from the Senate informed the [louse 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation 
of arms and ammunition, and encouraging the 
importation of the same;” to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 


THE EMBARGO. 


The resolution proposed by Mr. Swirr, for de- 
claring the Embargo to be at an end upon the 
day of ——, was then read. It was next 
moved to take it up for a second reading. 

Mr. Gites said that if there had been any rea- 
son for putting on the Embargo, he could see none 
that had since occurred for its being taken off. 
He recommended that the resolution might lie for 
a few days, till we should gain some further in- 
formation. 

Mr. Sepewrce stated the great inconvenience 
to which the United States had been put, in con- 
sequence of this measure, and the propriety of an 
early discussion of the subject. 

Mr. S. Siva was for a continuation of the 
Embargo. Excepting at Antigua, the ships of 
this country arc scized as fast as ever; they were 
condemning at Jamaica on the Ist of April. Sixty 
American vessels were making their escape from 
Port au Prince, and were seized all together by 
the British. Jervis continues in the same style of 
conduct as the others did. It is better to keep our 


vessels at home than to let them go abroad and 
be taken. The ravages of the British hal not 
been relaxed; and the Embargo should be kept 
on till the ships could navigate with safety; other 
nations have arnaments at sea to protect them, 
but we have none; so the only resource is to keep 
our ships at home. 

Mr. W. Smiru said that it would be improper 
to take off the Embargo, as to vessels for the West 
Indies. But, in regard to others, he thought that 
they might be suffered to go. 

Mr. Gies said that, from what he had heard, 
(referring, perhaps, to what had fallen from Mr. 
S. Smitn,) he was more than ever convinced of 
the impropriety of discontinuing the Embargo. 
We had sent an agent to.the West Indies. It 
would be wrong to take off the Embargo till we 
had at least some intelligence from him. 

Mr. Firzsrmons recommended a delay of n few 
days, till we should hear from some quarter fur- 
ther on the matter, 

Mr. Lyman was sorry that the resolution had 
been laid on the table. It would lead to an idea 
that the Embargo was to be taken off, and of this 
he had no conception. 

Mr. Hester was of opinion that the Embargo 
subject should be taken up at a very carly day. 
Ile saw no reason why it should be delayed at all. 
The question should be decided in sufficient time 
to let intelligence be conveyed to the extremities 
of the Union, by the common way, without the 
expense of sending expresses. It required thirteen 
days to send notice to Georgia; and if people did 
not receive positive notice that it was to continue, 
they would consider it as laid aside. 

Mr. Hitioouse, Mr, Bourne, and Mr. Kitrera, 
spoke cach a few words. Mr. Tracy ended the 
conversation, by observing that the whole day 
would be spent in talking whether or not this sub- 
ject should be taken up. This was mere trifling; 
put it to a vote at once. 

. The question was put, and the resolution was 
deferred. 


PUBLIC CREDIT. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported yesterday from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, to whom was referred 
the report of the Committee of Ways and Means: 
Whereupon, a motion being made and seconded 
to amend the report of the committec, by striking 
out the third resolution, in the words following, to 
wit: 

Resolved, That after the — day of ——, there be 
paid the following stamp duties: 

Letters patent, issued under the authority of the 
United States, $2. 

Exemplification thereof, $1. 

Licenses, or certificates of admission, of solicitors, at- 
torneys, advocates, and proctors, in the Courts of the 
United States, $5. 

Exemnplification, under the seals of the Courts, 50 
cents. 

Affidavils and affirmations, except those before the 
officers of the public revenue, those relative tu suits 
pending in Courts, to be used thercin, and those rela- 
tive to criminal proceedings, 10 cents. 
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cents. 

Charter parties, $1. 

Bottomry and respondentia bonds, $1. 

Apprentices’ indentures, 15 cents. 

Certificutea of debentures for drawbacks, 20 cents. 

Bills of lading, coastwize, except for vessels going 
from one district to another, within the same State, 10 
cents, 

Ditto, foreign, 20 cents. 

Inventories of the effects of deceased persons, or for 
any other purpose prescribed by law, except in cases of 
goods distrained, or in compliance of any agreement 
between two or more persons, 10 cents. 


Deeds, except those otherwise particularly rated, 25 + the improbability of the whole of that sam being 


called for, and on the prospect of a Loan, and un- 
willing to impose any further burdens than were 
absolutely essential, had ventured to depend on 
the interest alone, though it might have been more 
expedient to have provided for a part of the prin- 
cipal. Mr. S. said that, in the report, the sum of 
$650,000 was stated as for contingent expenses 
which might or might not be incurred. Since 
the report had been made, a law had actually 
passed for augmenting the Military Establishment, 
l by an addition of a corps of artillerists and engi- 
| neers, for garrisoning the fortifications, the cx- 


Bonds for the security of money, when the sum is | penses of which he estimated at $170,000; an- 


above $50, and not exceeding $100, 20 cents. 

Above $100, and not exceeding $300, 25 cents. 

Above $500, and not exceeding $1,000, 30 cents. 

Above $1,000, 40 cents. 

Receipts for legacies, or shares of personal estate, in 
cases of intestates, where the sum is above $50, aud 
not exceeding $100, 25 cents. 

More than $100, and not exceed $500, 50 cents. 

_ For every sum above $500, $L. 
Not to extend to wives, children, or grandchildren: 

Notarial acts, 25 cents. 

On every transfer of the stock of the United States, 
at the rate of 5 cents for every $100. 

On every transfer of Bank stock, as well of the United 
States us those established under the authority of the 
individual States, at the rate of 5 cents for every $100. 

Letters of attorney, 25 cents, 

Policies of insurance : 
” From one district to another, in the United States, 
20 cents. 

To and from the United States to any foreign coun- 
try, for any sum exceeding $500, 25 cents. 

, For every further sum more than $300, 25 cents. 

For every sum of $2,000 or upwards, $1. 

Probates of wills and letters of administration, 50 
cents. 


Mr. Surm, of South Carolina, observed that, 
in the present situation of our affairs, very con- 
siderable additional revenues were necessary for 
the support of Government, and to defray the ex- 
penses which had been, or were likely to be, in- 
curred this session. He stated that the actual 
probable appropriations for the current year would 
amount to the sum of $7,694,217, while the reve- 
nues to meet them would not exceed the sum of 
$5,318,584—leaving a deficit of $2,375,633. But, 
as one of the items in the expenditures—viz: the 
million for foreign intercourse—would probably 
not be wanted, or, if wanted, might perhaps be 
borrowed, the committee had only stated the inter- 
est on that sum, namely, $60,000, which therc- 
fore left to be provided this session the sum of 
$1,435,633; and he was clearly of opirtion that 
Congress ought not to rise until they had provided 
that sum. Ile was within bounds when he stated 
that sum as sufficient; for, if the million above 
alluded to (and which was destined for an object 
which the philanthropy of every member would 
urge the employment of, if practicable) should be 
wanted, and there should be any difficulty in bor- 
rowing it, (an event not impossible,) the Tlouse 
would regret the neglect of so interesting an ob- 
ject. The committee, however, calculating on 


other law had passed authorizing the PREsIDENT 
to call into service eighty thousand militia; al- 
though this last was a contingent expense, yet, as 
| the Presipenr was authorized to incur it, a pro- 
vision ought to be made for discharging it. This 
was estimated at $150,000; the only item, then, 
remaining under the head of contingencies was 
the provisional force. It was probable this might 
not be wanted; it would rest with the House to 
determine whether the present crisis did not re- 
quire such a measure, and, in that event, whether 
provision ought not now to be made to carry it 
into execution. He confessed he was among those 
who thonght that a vigourous preparation for war 
was one of the hest means to avert it; at all cvents, 
if it was the design of any nation to force us into 
it, we ought to be prepared for it, both as to mili- 
tary strength and pecuniary resources. Admit- 
ting, however, that this measure was not contem- 
plated, it only produced a reduction of $330,000 
from the sum total of appropriations, and would 
still Icave a deficit in our ways and means of 
$1,103,633. Mr. S. observed that the appropria- 
tions of the current year would exceed those of 
any former year by upwards of two millions and 
a half of dollars. The several items which occa- 
sioned that excess were as follows: 


Building and equipping six frigates - $700,000 
Fortifications of ports and harbors - 300,000 
Building additional arsenals and pur- 

chase of military stores - - 350,000 
Appropriation for foreign intercourse -~ 1,000,000 
Corps of artillerists and engineers ~ 170,000 
Expenses of militia - - - - 150,000 


Deducting the expenses of the militia, which 
was a war expense, still there remained the sum 
of $2,520,900 as an excess beyond any former ex- 
penses for our peace establishment, for there was 
not an item of expense in the foregoing statement 
which would not, or might not, be incurred, even 

if peace shonld continuc. It was a fortunate cir- 
| cumstance, at this moment of public exigency, 
that the national Treasury was in possession of a 
surplus, arising from the revenues of former years, 
which surpassed our most sanguine expectations. 
This surplus amounted to the important sum of 
$1,618,584, and was a most satisfactory evidence 
of the growing productiveness of our revenues in 
limes of peace and tranquility ; and, while it 
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helped to enable us to face the increased expendi- 
tures of the country, it taught us to cherish that 
state of things which was productive of such na- 
tional blessings. But we could not flatter our- 
selves that the revenues of this year would be as 
productive as those of the preceding year; many 
circumstances would contribute tv diminish them 
considerably, even if peace should not be inter- 
rupted; the very prospect of a war would cause 
a diminution of exports from Great Britain to the 
United States, and at the same time a diminution 
of consumption among ourselves. Prudent men, 
apprehensive of war, would retrench their ex- 
penses, in order to meet the diminution of their 
incomes, and to be better able to contribute their 
quotas to the public Treasury. The measures 
which have been discussed in Congress relative 
to a sequestration of British debts, and a suspen- 
sion of all commercial intercourse, would, by de- 
stroying that confidence which has heretofore ex- 
isted, unquestionably diminish our importations 
from that country, which principally furnishes 
them, To these circumstances might be added 


the derangements occasioned to the commerce of 


this port by the unfortunate cpidemic of last Sum- 
mer, to that of all the ports by the present Em- 
bargo, by the extensive spoliations committed on 
our vessels by the belligerent Powers, and the in- 
terruption occasioned by the Algerines to our com- 
merce with the South of Europe. The Com- 
mittec, taking all these considerations into view, 
had calculated on a defalcation in the revenue, 


arising from impost and tonnage for this year, of 


$1,300,000, and had estimated it at only $3,800,000 ; 
whereas that of 1793 produced $4,600,000. Tt had 
been proposed that, in lieu of these stamp duties, 
the duties of impost should be increased on all 


articles which now pay a duty of seven and a half 


per cent, ad valorem to ten por cent., besides the 
increased rates of dutics on the enumerated arti- 
cles. It was nota little surprising (he observed) 
that gentlemen who, a few days ago, predicted an 
approaching war, whereby our existing revenue 
arising froin impost would be almost annihilated, 
should now not only count upon the continuance 
of that revenue, but should expect further aid from 
that source; or that those who are urging a sus- 
pension of commercial intercourse should rely 
upon commerce altogether for revenue. Ie was 
decidedly of opinion that commerce was already 
sufficiently burdened, and that it would be as un- 
just as impolitic to add to the burden. We ought 
not to rely upon the proposed duties on the enu- 
merated articles which, with the proposed increase 
of tonnage, constituted an item of near $400,000. 
This he considered, under present circumstances, 
a very precarious resource, With respect to the 
other new sources of revenue, being untried, they 
were uncertain; the House possessed no data by 


which any accurate estimate could be made of 


their product. Under all these circumstances, 
while, on the one hand the existing revenues 
would fall short of those of former years, and the 
new revenues were cither precarious or uncertain 
as to their amount, and, on the other hand, our 
expenses were necessarily much increased, and 


pricty of negativing the motion. 
to admit that there would be some difficulty in 


were likely’ to be still further increased, he was 
confident the House would be sensible of the pro- 
He was ready 


carrying the tax into execution; but these diff- 
culties were inseparable from the very nature of 
taxation. It required little ingenuity to discover 
them, and to apply to them all the common-place 
topics which were resorted to on these occasions, 
But he thought that, if the gentlemen would em- 
ploy their ingenuity and inventive faculties in dis- 
covering such revenues as would enable the Go- 
yernuient to face the present exigencies, they 
would render more service to their country than 
by embarrassing with objections, which werc 
equally applicable to almost every species of im- 
position. 

Mr. GrLLoN said: When this matter was under 
debate last, I offered a few remarks, with the mere 
view to obtain the information that seemed to be 
wanted. How far we have been gratified by the 
gentleman who dwelt much on this mode of tax- 
ation, the House must know; for, instead of pro- 
ducing the calculations required, observations were 
made that were as little convincing as they were 
pleasing. I do not think that my few remarks 
merited the replies which they met with, from 
three gentlemen in particular; but, as they have 
condescended to pay some attention to them, E 
was about to follow up their mode of politeness, 
and not leave their remarks unnoticed, when my 
colleague moved for an adjournment. [ will try 
to recollect them, and shall first repeat what I then 
proposed, that the gentlemen who had been very 
attentive to the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means differed so much in their calculations 
and observations, that I was not altogether able 
to form an opinion. Some observed that the re- 
port provided sufficient funds for a peace and a 
defensive establishment; others asserted that it 
did not. Some were for establishing funds by 
taxes for a war; others were not. It was urged, 
that, if there was sufficient for the present de- 
mand, why press for unnecessary and odious taxes ? 
Let us rather confine ourselves to peace taxes, 
than be making experiments on land taxes, direct 
taxes, or an excise. It has, on all sides, been 
agreed, that we had not leisure to qualify etther 
of these three kinds of taxes; that we had better 
adhere to what was absolutely needful; go home 
and tell our constituents what we had done; but 
that, if a war ensued, they must prepare them- 
selves for taxcs that were now looked up to as the 
proper funds for the expenses of awar. By this 
means, we should not only obtain their consent, 
but their aid, in qualifying them. And it was 
well known that war cannot be declared but by 
the consent of the Legislature; that the Presi- 
DENT, ever attentive to the interest of his country, 
would, if he foresaw that war was approaching, 
soon convene us; and that, whilst we dcclared 
war, we were at hand to devise the means of pur- 
suing it. 2 

I could not agree with the gentleman who ob- 
served, what harm would it do to have a little 
surplus in our Treasury,? Tt might be employed 
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in paying off the principal of the Funded Debt. 
I then remarked, that our citizens did not expect 
to be taxed for that yet. Because it was well 
known that many of the holders of these securities 
had, as it were, already received a great part of the 
principal, by having bought the indents, at from 
two shillings to ten shillings in the pound. Thus, 
all, which they had paid less for than twenty shil- 
lings in the pound was, as it were, so much receiv- 
ed of the principal. 

Now, in these few remarks, what was there to 
cause the replies that I shall allude to? The last 
observation could not be meant to any gentleman 
on this floor; for, it could not be possible that I 
should suppose that any member of Congress had 
been engaged with the speculators out of doors, 
who could not hire expresses nor pilot boats quick 
enough to conduct their plans. Far be such an 
idea from me. The past and the present mem- 
bers value their integrity too much to avail them- 
selves of aught that is interesting to themselves 
here. No, sir; I would rather suppose that every 
member entering these doors left his pecuniary 
interest behind him. Impressed with that opinion, 
how could I think to offend any gontleman on this 
floor, unless they mean to convince me that I 
= mistaken in that favorable opinion? If so, so 

@ it. 

Sir, I am not apt to be wedded to opinions, but, 
if I were not fixed before, I am now riveted in my 
opinion, that this tax is not only unnecessary, but 
is thereby also more odious. The gentleman be- 
fore me, from Massachusetts, has, so far from an- 
swering my request on the Peace Establishment, 
entirely dwelt on the necessity and the propriety 
of a war tax. His volubility thereon proves to 
me that he is one of those who verily believe that 
there are already suflicient funds provided for ail 
their engagements, else why not come forward 
with calculations and with proofs? Until he does 
that, sir, the censure he meant as to conjecture 
applies as fully to himself as to me, and his simi- 
lies are far from being applicable. For, has he 
come forward with any of the calculations, or has 
any one else donc it? No. Surely, then, my ap- 
plication is proper, and his censure of conjecture is 
improper. The simile, shall a farmer wait to sow 
his wheat and his rye until he is hungry, or shall 
we wait to lay on taxes until there is a war, have 
no affinity but in the highly cultivated mind that 
Pegot them, and morit not attention even to expose 

em. 

Sir, you have done much. You have directed 
your harbors to be fortified, your army to be aug- 
mented, frigates to be built, arms and ammunition 
to be had, and you have already provided the means 
for completing these objects. You have done more. 
You have made provision for the payment of a mil- 
lion of dollars, to be borrowed, and to sink part 
of the principal; which loan is to be applied for the 
purposes of military preparation. You have sent a 
Minister Extraordinary to England, to negotiate 
in the matters that might cause an interruption of 
peace. 

Then, sir, with all this, had we but continued 
the Embargo, with such exceptions as that our allies 


would not have been injured by it, I will be bold to 
say that we should have had no war, and our suf- 
fering, merchants would have had restitution. 
Should a war ensue, our moderation and our for- 
bearance will make us strong, because we shall be 
unanimous. That being the case, our resources will 
keep pace. 

Thus, sir, this gentleman, with all his conjec- 
tures and similes, has not flashed conviction to my 
mind that this tax is necessary. He has dwelt 
much on the majority binding the minority, and 
on his exercising his own judgment. He calls 
himself a representative for the majority. Can 
he be otherwise, whilst he represents all, which 
certainly includes both minority and majority? 
Sir, I always did, and ever will, aver, that we are 
the servants, and the people are our masters, who 
have employed us to guard their rights, and that 
submission to their will, properly expressed, is our 
duty. 

A very respectable number of citizens have ad- 
vanced their opinion on this excise, and many aro 
averse to all excise taxes. We ask for proofs that 
any additional taxes are necessary. We obtain 
them not. Therefore, I say, that it is the wish of 
all our constituents to lay no taxes but what are 
immediately necessary. 

Another gentleman of the same Statc, made 
some reply to my remarks that the taxes on cards, 
coals, &c., introduced as additional aids to the other 
taxes, fell short, and were no object. But as that 
gentleman made no calculations thereon, nor on 
any of the duties aud taxes, J hnow not at what he 
aims, as he continucd wuch on the strain of the 
gentleman before me. I therefore shall now ap- 
proach my colleague, who is for every tax that has 
been proposed, except the one on a transfer of the 
public funds, and the additional duties on American 
tonnage. He to be sure, has made some calcula- 
tions about defending towns, about duties on cards, 
and on coals, &c. 

My colleague presses forward the present snuff 
and refined sugar taxes, and says that the une upon 
cards, to which I alluded, was trifling, an appel- 
lation that I should not have bestowed upon it, 
for it was that gentleman who proposed it. It 
was he who first spoke of it to me, and surely he 
did not mean me to support what was trifling. 
We all agreed that it would be productive. But, 
sir, I think I can prove that a duty on cards is not 
trifling, that it is equal, and that it is productive. 
Is it a trifling thing to encourage American ma- 
nufactures, to amuse ourselves with the raw ma- 
terials of America, to give our youths the oppor- 
tunity of learning to shuffle and cut, and play 
tricks with American materials? Will it be a 
trifling duty, when we know that most are fond 
of them? I know not how it may be in some 
States, but I-well know how it is in ours. The 
games produced by cards are amusements for rich 
and poor, high and low. Both sexes amuse them- 
selves with these games. Thus they are an equal 
tax. Most people are fond of cards. The tax is 
not only an equal one, but none, I believe, will 
venture to say that it is not productive. If we 
knew what a tax on cards has produced, if we 
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knew the quantity of coals imported, then, and | Balance - - - - 


then only, can we know their probable amount in 
taxation. A gentleman from Virginia is the only 
member who brought forward some calculations, 
and he required information from the Chairman; 
but, sir, I wish to trouble him a little more. He 
says, sir, that, if this excise tax on tobacco, snuff, 
and sugar is struck out, there will be a deficiency 
of $210,000. I have often heard of that gentle- 
man’s abilities, his assidnity in calculations. But, 
sir, itis to be lamented that we have not before 
us the exact amount of each duty, each impost, 
each tax, and tonnage, for 1793, the idea of what 
each addition will now produce, and the amount 
of the Civil List, descriptive, Then we can col 
lect the amount of 1794. Until that is produced, 
and the documents and information which I have 
demanded are laid before the House, 1 retain my 
opinion, and therefore will now lay on the table 
my calculations, founded on the report of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and asserting that, if 
their printed statement is right, [cannot be wrong; 
but I hope my original view in this matter will be 
accomplished by my requests and calls on gentle- 
men to come forward with the exact state of our 
finances. ‘This is what I have in view, and then I 
shall invite gentlemen to explanations on the lurnp- 
ing statements. 

To general support for 1794 - - $7,044,217 
Deduct the sum to be loaned for Fo- 


reign Intercourse - - - 1,000,000 

6,044,217 

Balance as surplus for 1794 - - 8,085,451 
Total - - - - 


9,079, 663 


Ry estimation of the revenues to the 


end of the year 1794 - ~ $6,618,584 
By additional duties and ton- 

nage - - - $992,500 
Deduct tobacco and 

snuff - $100,000 


Loafand lump sugar 50,000 


150,000 


842,500 

By supplies of revenue for 1793 - 1,118,584 
By probable surplus of appropriation 

out of the revenues of 1793 - - 500,000 

Total - - - - 9,079,668 

By balance of surplus - - - 8,035,451 


Exclusive of any surpluses similar to those of 
1793, and on the new additional duties— 
The supplies supposed to be wanted 

are, if the $1,000,000 be borrowed, 

the interest thereon, at six per cent. 


is - - - - $60,000 
If the addition to the military Estab- 

lishment, provisional force, and ex- 

pense of the Militia is required, is - 650,000 
The supposed deduction on account of 

the imposts by interruption in com- 

merce, is = - - - 1,800,000 


Total - - : - 2,010,000 


[H. or R. 
8,035,431 
Supposed supplies and deficiencies - 2,010,000 
Leaves still a balance of - - 1,025,451 


That is, if the sums which I have taken from 
the printed report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means in my hand be rightly calculated by them; 
if there are errors, I call on the Committee again 
to explain them, and, in particular, to explain that 
lumping sum of $6,618,584. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 35, nays 58, as follows: 


YeEas.—Theodorns Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William 
J. Dawson, George Dent, Wilham Findley, William 
B. Giles, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg. Carter 
B. Harrison, John Heath, Daniel Heister, Matthew 
Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Ma- 
dison, Joseph MeDowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew 
Moure, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, Anthony 
New, Jobn Nicholas, Nathanicl Niles, Alexander D. 
Orr, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, John Smilie, 
Israel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, and Joseph Winston. x 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, 
Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Gabriel Christie, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, 
Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Henry Dearborn, Samuel 
Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, James Gilleapie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas 
Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gor- 
don, Samuel Griffin, William B. Grove, George Han- 
cock, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John Hunt- 
er, William Irvine, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Lati- 
mer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Mal- 
bone, William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, 
Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theo- 
dore Sedgwick, Jolm S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, 
Samuel Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas 
Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy. Jonathan Trum- 
bull, Jobn E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter 
Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadas- 
worth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, Benjamin Wil. 
liams, and Richard Winn. 

And then the question being put, that the House 
do agree to the amendment reported hy the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to the third clause of 
the said resolution by adding to the proposed duty 
of “five dollars on licenses or certificates of ad- 
mission of solicitors, attorneys, advocates, and 
proctors,” the words “in the Courts of the United 
States :” it was resolved in the aflirmativeyeag 
64, nays 23, as follows: 


Yuas. —Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Isaac Coles, 
William J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn. George Dent, 
Samuel Dexter, William Findles. Dwight Foster, Eze- 
kiel Gilbert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Alex- 
ander Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Benjamin Goodhue, 
Christopher Greenup, William Barry Grove, George 
Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, Dantel 
Heister, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, Jobo 
Hunter, William Irvine, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learn- 
ed, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Me- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, Peter 
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Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, 
Anthony New, John Nicholaa, Alexander D. Orr, Jo- 
‘siah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert 
Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Thomas Tredwell, 
Jonathan Trumbull, Philip Wan Cortlandt, Abraham 
Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard 
Winn. and Joseph Winston. 
Nays.—Fisher Ames, Shearjashub Bourne, Lambert 
Cadwalader, Abraham Clark, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, 


John Wilkes Kittera, Francis Malbone, William Mont- ; 


gomery, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburue, Jere- 
miah Smith, William Smith, 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg 
Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, and Artemas Ward, 

The other amendments to the said third resolu- 
tion were severally read and agreed to by the 
House. 

A motion was then made and seconded to amend 
the fifth resolution, by striking out. so much thereof 
as imposes a duty on all tobacco manufactured 
within the United States. And, on the question 
thercupon, it passed in the negative—yeas 41, nays 
45, as follows: 

Yeas.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Isaac 
Coles, Witham J. Dawson, Ienry Dearborn, George 
Dent, William Findley, William B. Gilcs, Alexander 
Gillon, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Samuel 
Griffin, Carter B, Harrison, John Heath, Daniel Heis- 
ter, William Irvine, John Wilkes Kittera, William Ly 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Mce- 
Dowell, Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, 


John Nicholas, Alexander D Oir, Josiah Parker, Fran- | 


cis Preston, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John 
Smilie, Samuel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashab Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Cof- 
fin, Joshua Coit, Samuel Dexter, ‘Thomas Fitzsimons, 
Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gillespie, Nicho- 
las Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, William 
B. Grove, James Hillhouse, Wiliam Lindman, John 
Honter, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard 
Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, Francis Malbone, Alexan- 
der Mebane, William Montgomery, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Andrew Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. 
Sherburne, 
Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Unah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, John £. Van Allen, Peleg Wads 
worth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, John Watts, and Benja- 
min Williams. 


An adjournment was then called for and carried, 
and the House accordingly adjourned. 


Fraipay, May 9. 


The Srrixur laid before the Mouse a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accompa- 
nying his account of the receipts and disburse- 
ments of public moneys, from the first of July to 
the thirty-first of December, one thousand seven 


hundred and nincty-(hree, inclusive; also, his pay- las to submission to a majority being an 


meuts and receipts on account of the War Depart- 


Silas Talbot, George | 


Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah ; 


1 ment, from the first of January to the thirty-first 
| of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four, inclusive; which were read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill or bills for determining 
the Northern Boundary of the Territory ceded to 
the United States hy the State of North Carolina; 
and that Mr. Warker, Mr. Brocnt, and Mr. Pres- 
ron, be the said committee. 

The bill, sent from the Senate, entitled “ An 
act prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation 
of arms and ammunition, and encouraging the im- 
| portation of the same,” was read twice and com- 

mitted. 
PUBLIC CREDIT. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported on Wednesday last, from the 
Committee of the Whole louse to whom was re- 
ferred the report of the Committee of Ways and 


Means. ‘The first resolution being under consider- 
ation— 
Mr. Cuark moved, as an amendment, that over 


and above all other duties, there shall be Jaid on 
all goods, wares, and merchandise, the growth or 
manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, a duty of 
ten per cent. Mr. ©. complained that no adequate 
measures had yet been taken to express the sense 
| of the House, on the injuries committed by Britain 
i towards the commerce of America. If, after this 
regulation took place, only one-half of the goods 
aes imported from that country that were im- 
ported before it, the ten per cent. of additional 
duty would he equal to the keeping up of the former 
revenue. The rich, who could afford to buy such 
commoditics, would pay the impost. Those 
who could not buy them at the advanced price, 
would seek American manufactures, and this 
would give these manufactures additional encour- 
agement. 

Mr. W. Syiti was against the motion. If there 
is to be a war with England, it is not worth while 

to impose duties, as the trade will be at an end. If 
| a peace is to follow, this motion will not advance it. 
| So that, in either light, it is entircly superfluous, 
and can answer no useful purpose. 

Mr. Senpewick appealed to the patriotism of the 
gentleman himself, that he could have no hopes 
of the amendment passing, but it would consume 
immense time in the discussion, and produce much 
irritation, without being of any service whatever. 
He was sure that the gentleman meant well, and 
he hoped that when he reflected on what had been 
just uow suggested, he would withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Cuarx did not know whether the amend- 
ment would pass or not. There was no certainty 
either way. He acted for the best. 

Mr. Gites. Much has been said about irritation. 
He, for his part, felt none; and if the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Srpewick] would re- 
strain his own passions, there was no fear of irri- 
tation. Mr. G. hoped that the member had not 
forgotten the lesson delivered by himself yesterday, 
essential 
part in the character of a Republican. The gen- 
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tleman, it was to be hoped, would likewise re- 
member the acknowledgments that he had made 
of his own fallibility ; and by keeping this in mind, 
he would be able to prevent irritation. It was 
curious enough, that this cry had always come 
first from that side of the House, who were them- 
selves most irritated. Mr. G. then proceeded to 
take a view of the probable consequences of the 
present amendment. He adhered to an idea of 
the advantages of diminishing our correspondence 
with Britain, as the best method of avoiding the 
contagion of her political corruptions. Mr. G. 
had heard much about negotialion. This was the 
universal ery of a certain description of people. 
An Envoy had been appointed to the Court of 
London to negotiate, aud this measure seemed to 
imply an appeal to the generosity and magnanim- 
ity of the British nation, He had the greatest 
reliance on the purity of intentions in this design; 
but appeals of this kind, Mr. G. considered as alto- 
gether visionary. From the general result of what 
he said, the inference was, that it forms a perfect 
burlesque of common sense to draw any conclu- 
sions of British generosity, Whenever any mea- 
sure had been proposed, that went to support the 
dignity and independence of America, with regard 
to Britain, the common answer was, that this might 
give offence—it might irritate! Was this language 
becoming au’ independent nation? Ho trusted 
that, in future, we might deliberate upon our do- 
mestie arrangements without any apprehension of 
giving irritation. Mr. G. observed, that, in the 
Scuthern States, there was a very general dispo- 
silion to multiply domestic manufactures; and 
that this sphit would effectually dissipate any sus- 
picion of inconvenience fiom the want of British 
manufactures. 

Mr. Tracy did not comprehend what the mem- 
ber who spoke last meant, when he spoke about 
irritation. In regard to the question before the 
House, Mr. CuArx himself, when speaking of the 
Land Tax bill, had remarked how little time they 
had to spare. He would wish to know, in how 
short a time the member would be able to form a 
bill upon this subject, that could please even him- 
self! [Mr. CLARE arose, and said “ Two hours.” | 
Mr. T. proceeded: It would take the gentleman 
two years. He is quick, and flics off, said Mr, T., 
but I appeal to his experience, as he has been in 
public business, perhaps, before I was born. Does 
he think that he can frame a proper bill on this 
subject in two hours? I venture to say, that he 
has not considered for two hours, nor, perhaps, for 
two minutes, upon this subject, if he can make a 
bill that would satisfy even himself, in so short a 
time. 

Mr. Ames objected to the amendment, 

Mr. Firzsmons, Mr. Nicnotss, Mr. DEXTER, 
and Mr. Mapisoy, also spoke. Mr. Firzstuons had 
said, that there was a progressive diminution of 
trade with Britain, compared to the increase of 
American commerce with other nations. 

Mr. Manson, thereupon, read a paper containing 
a state of trade with Britain: 

In 1791, the exports from that country to America 
were to the value of - - - $19,502,070 


[H. or R, 

Imports from America to Britain in 
the same time - - - = 5,511,843 
$13,990,227 
Exports in 1792 - - - - $19,711,369 
lmports s - - - ` 4,798,848 
$14,913,521 
Mr. Crarx withdrew his motion. The same 


gentleman made a motion for an addition of one- 
fifth more than the present duties upon all wine, 
ardent spirits, and teas, The resolution was ne- 
gatived. 

A motion was then made and seconded, further 
to amend the first resolution, by striking out, in 
the twenty-first clause, which imposes a duty on 
domestic tonnage, the words “ships or vessels of 
the United States, employed in foreign trade, six 
cents per ton.” 

And on the question thereupon, it was resolved 
in the affirmalive—yeas 50, nays 37, as follows: 


Yeas—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Gabriel Christie, Abra- 
ham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, 
Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn, 
Samuel Dexter, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Alex- 
ander Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin 
Goodhue, Carter B. Harrison, James Hillhouse, John 
Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Wil- 
liam Lyman, James Madison, Francis Malbone, William 
Montgomery, William Vans Murray, Jobn Nicholas, 
John Page, Robert Rutherford, Theodore Sedgwick, 
John §. Sherburne, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, Ze- 
phaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Jonathan 
Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Peter Van Gaasbeck, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wads- 
worth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, Benjamin Wil- 
liams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 


Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas Claiborne, Jonathan 
Dayton, Gcorge Dent, William Findley, Thomas Fitz- 
simons, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, James Gor- 
don, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, William B. 
Grove, George Hancock, Daniel Heister, John Hunter, 
William Irvine, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, Joseph M’Dowell, Alexander Mebane, 
Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Natha- 
jel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickens, Francis Preston, Thomas Scott, Israel Smith, 
William Smith, Uriah Tracy, and Francis Walker. 


Another motion was then made aud seconded, 
further to amend the first resolution, and to in- 
crease (he duty on foreign tonnage, by striking out 
“twenty-five cenis,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, 
“ fifty cents.” 


And on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 25, nays 61, as follows: 


Yras.—Fisber Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Benjamin 
Bourne, Abraham Clark, Henry Dearborn, Samuel 
Dexter, William B. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas 
Gilman, Benjamin Goodhue, Daniel Heister, William 
Irvine, William Lyman, James Madison, John Page, 
Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, John 
S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Fran- 
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cis Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, and 
Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Abraham Baldwin, Johu Beatty, Thomas 
Blount, Elias Boudinot, Lambert Cadwalader, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, David Cubb, Peleg Coffin, 
Joshua Coit, Isaac Cules, William J. Dawson, Jonathan 
Dayton, George Dent, William Findley, Thomas Fitz- 
simons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gillespie, 
Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Christopher Greenup, 
William Barry Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. 
Harrison, James Willhouse, John Hunter, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland 
Lee, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel Macon, Francis Mal- 
bone, Joseph M’Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William 


Moutgomery, Andrew Moore, William Vans Murray, ı 


Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexan- 
der D Orr, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theodore 
Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, Israel Smith, William 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher. 
Uriah Tracy, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham 
Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, and 
John Watts. 

An adjournment was then called for, and car- 
ried. 


Sarourpayv, May 10. 

The Sreaxen laid before the House a Letter 
from the Chairman of a meeting of the manufac- 
turers of the City of Philadelphia, covering certain 
resolutions of the said meeting, expressive of their 
sense of the proposition now depending before the 
House, for imposing an excise on certain domestic 
manufactures; which were read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the eommittee to whom was referred the Message 
from the PRESIDENT or 1HE UNITED STATES, of 
the 25th of March last, enclosing copies of two 
letters from Fulwar Skipwith, Consul of the Unit- 
ed States at Martinique. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Present or THE UNITED 
States be authorized and requested to direct the 
payment of all just expenses incurred by Fulwar 
Skipwith, in relieving the wants and facilitating 
the return of the seamen belonging to the vessels 
of the said States, lately taken and condemned in 
the British West India Islands, under orders from 
the British King; and that the said payment be 
made out of the fund provided for the interconrse 
with foreign nations, 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Lee, Mr. 
Kirtrra, and Mr. Pace, do prepare and bring ia 
the same. 

PUBLIC CREDIT. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported on Wednesday last, from the 
Committee of the Whole House on the report of , 
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| And on the question therenpon, it passed in the 
| neg-live—yeas 24, nays 55, as follows: 


j Yeas—Thomas Blount, Gabriel Christie, Thomas 
| Claiborne, William J. Dawson, William Findley, Wil- 
| liam B. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Christopher Greenup, 
i Carter B. Harrison, Wiliam Lyman. James Madison, 
| Joseph McDowell, Andrew Moore, Anthony New, John 
| Page, Josiah Parker. Francia Preston, Robert Ruther- 


| ford, Juhn Smilie, Israel Smith, Abraham Venable, 
| Francia Walker, Benjamin Williams, and Richard 
) Winn. 

| Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, John Beatty. Elias Rou- 
' dinot, Benjamin Bourne. Lambert Cadwalader, Abra- 
| ham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Cofiin, Joshua Cort, Jo- 
į nathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn. George Dent, Tho- 
i mas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James 
| Gillespie. Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin 
| Goodhue, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg. George Han- 
! cock, Daniel Heister, James Hillhouse. William Hind- 
| man, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa 
| Learned, Richard Blaud Lee, Matthew Locke, Natha- 
iel Macon, Francis Malbone, Alexander Mebane. Wil- 
liam Montgomery, Jo-eph Neville, John Nicholas, Alex- 
auder D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, The- 
odore Sedgwick. Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Ze- 
phaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull. John 
E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaas- 
beck, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John 
Watts, and Joseph Winston. i 


And then the main question being put, that the 
House do agree tothe said first resolution as 
amended, it was resolved in the afirmative. 

The second resolution, as amended, was again 
read, and on the question put thereupon, agreed to 
by the House. 

The third resolution being under consideration, a 
motion was made and seconded, to amend the same, 
by striking out the sixth elause in the words follow- 
ing, to wit: “ Deeds, except those otherwise par- 
ticularly rated, twenty-five cents.” 

And on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—yexs 30, nays 44, as follows: 


Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Thomas 


j Claiborne, Isaac Coles, George Dent, William Findley, 
: William B. Giles, James Gillespie. Carter B Harrison, 
| Daniel Heister, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Na- 


: thaniel Macon, James Madison, Andrew Moore. Joseph 
Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alesander D. 
| Orr, John Page, Jusiah Parker, Francis Preston, Tho- 
!mas Scott, Jouu Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Tred- 
| well, Philip Van Cortland, Francia Walker, Benjamin 
Williams, and Joseph Winston, 
Navs—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Gabriel Christie, Abra- 
| ham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Cuffin, Joshua Cuit, 
Wiliam J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn, Samuel Dexter, 
Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Alexander Gillon. Ni- 
| cholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue. James 


| Gorden, George Hancock, James Liillhouse, William 


7 ‘ anes i r lindman, Johu Hunter, Wiliam Irvino, Amasa 
the Committee of W ays and Means, W hereupon, | Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, William 
the first resolution being stil) under consideration, a | Montgomery, William Vans Murray, Andrew Pickena, 
motion was made and seconded, further to amend | Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, Jeremiah 
the same, by inserting, in the last clause, imposing a | Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, 
duty on the tonnage of foreign ships or vessels, the | George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Tromball, 
words “British excepted; and on British ships or | John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg W ads- 
vessels, fifty cents per ton.” worth, Artemas Ward, and Jubn Watts. 
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And then the main question being put, that the | cession of the jurisdiction thereof to the United States 
House do agree to the said third resolution as | for the purpose for which it was designed; and that it 


amended, it was resolved in the affirmative. be, and Is hereby, accepted as such, anything in any law 

The fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and cighth re- | to the contrary thereof, in anywise notwithstanding :” 
solutions were again read, and on the question se- Ordered, That said motion, together with the 
verally put thereupon, agreed to by the House. copy of an exemplification of an act of the Legis- 


A motion was then made and seconded, to amend | lature of New York, ceding to the United States 
the said report, by adding to the end thercof the | the jurisdiction of certain lands on Montauk 
following resclution, to wit: Point, communicated by a written Message from 

“ Resolved, That, after the day of ,there be | the PRESIDENT or tHe Unirep Srares, of the 
allowed on exportation, a drawback of per pound | 27th of February, 1793, be committed to Mr. Vrz- 
on all tobacco ; per pound on all snuff; and simons, Mr. Bexsauin Bovrye, and Mr. Trep- 
per pound on all sugars manufactured in the United | WELL. 

States; and that no drawback shall, from the said The following Message was reccived froin the 
day of , be allowed on the exportation of any to- | PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
bacco, snuff, or loaf sugar, imported into the United Gentlemen of the Senate, und 


States: ; f of the House of ltepresentatines : 

And on the question thereupon, it was resolved Ast Mais 
iin tocairmative: _As the Letter which I forwarded to Congress on the 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be broucht i 15th day of April last, from the Minister Plenipoten- 

raeréd, Ahat a bul or bills be brought in pur- tiary of his Britannic Majesty, to the Secretary of State, 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Wir- in answer to a memorial of our Minister in London, 
way Sarm, Mr. Bessas Bourne, Mr. GROVE, | related toa very interesting subject, I thought it proper 
Mr. Orr, Mr. Mansos, Mr. Barpwis, Mr. Carrs- | not to delay its communication. But, since that time, 
tir, Mr. Firzstuons, Mr. Boupinor, Mr. Watrs, | the memorial itself has been received, in a Letter froin 
Mr. Tracy, Mr. Israep Sma, Mr. Aves, Mr. | our Minister, and a reply has been made to that anawer 
Gian, and Mr. Larter, do prepare and bring in | by the Secretary of State. Copies of them are, there 
the same. fore, now transmitted. 

Mr. Ler, from the committee appointed, pre- T also send the co y of a Letter from the Governor 
sented, according to order, a bill providing for the of Rhode Island, enclosing an Act of the Legislature of 
payment of certain expenses incurred by Fulwar marae; pe care the United Prate? To hold Teads 
Skipwith, on public account: which was read Ai ae Ate ore pd shad a ere oe Kar 
twice, and comunitted. ons; and certain Papers conce S p ents 10r e 


Mr. Jereucaa Wapsworrn, from the commit- ena Jenda to the ancient settlers of Vinceunes, 
. Jk d 
tee to whom was referred the petition of Reuben | "P ai G. WASHINGTON, 
Smith, for himself and Nathan Strong, made a Uniten Srares, May 12, 1794. 
report; which was read. Whereupon, ; 
Resolved, That the Collector for the District of | The said Message and papers were read, and 
New York be authorized to remit to Reuben | Ordered to lie on the table. i 
Smith and Nathan Strong, owners of the ship A message from the Senate informed the House, 
James, of New York, the duties and imposts of | that the Senate have passed a bill entitled “ An 
tonnage, which may be incurred in consequence | ct in addition to the act for making further and 
of the incompctent or invalid register of the said | More effectual provision for the protection of the 
ship: Provided, That they shall obtain, within one | frontiers of the United States ;” to which they de- 
hundred and twenty days, a new register for the | site the concurrence of this House. 
said ship, in the manner prescribed by Jaw. 
Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Jeren 
Wapsworrn, Mr. Gurerr, aud Mr, Fosrzr, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 


STATES’ ACCOUNTS. 


On a motion made and scconded that the Mouse 
do come to the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury fur- 
nish the Executives of the several States with a copy of 
the hook marked A, deposited in the Treasury Depart- 
ment by the Commissioners who settled the accounts 
between the individual States and the United States :” 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to Mr. Macon, Mr. GILBERT, and Mr, Htiuouse. 

Mr. Macon then moved that a copy of a book 
in the Secretary of the Treasury’s office, marked 
E, should be transmitted to each of the States. 

Mr. Sepewicx said, that if it was proper to 
raise discord and jealousy in the United States, 
and to feed them, then the motion was right; but 
if it was proper to keep the States in mutual har- 
mony, the motion was wrong. A gentleman had 
New York, of a piece of land at Montauk Point, upon | said that the contents of the book were so short, 
the east end of Long Island, for the site of a light- | that he could make three copies of it in a day. 
house, is, and shall be deemed a good and sufficient | Why, then, if he wanted copies, let him send his 

3p Con,—22 


Moxpay, May 12. 

An engrossed bill, providing for the payment of 
certain expenses incurred by Fulwar Skipwith, on 
public account, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. Jeremtan Wanswortn, from the committee 
appointed, presented a bill for the relief of Rouben 
Smith and Nathan Strong; which was read twice, 
and committed. 

On a motion made and seconded, that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That the cession made by the State of 
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clerk to the office of the Secretary of State, and | cond measure was rejected by the voice of the 
get a dozen copies made at once. There was no- | Vice Preswwext in Senate, which had broken 
thing to hinder him from doing so. But why, to | the chain ; and, as the PresipenT had appointed a 
use the words of a great man, should the House | pacific Envoy Extraordinary to the British Court, 
belittle themselves by iaterposing in such a matter? | and as the fleets and armies of the British in the 
Mr, Vexasun said, that of all which he had | West Indies, under Sir John Jervis and Sir 
ever heard, this sort of arguing was the most ex- | Charles Grey, had captured most of the French 
traordinary. The book contained an account of) islands, he thought it would be improper to con- 
the settlement of the debts dne between the | tinue the Embargo, the more 50 as the PRESIDENT, 
United States. By this statement, North Ca- | by slipping in and arresting the progress of the 
rolina was largely debtor, and Massachusetts | Representatives, no doubt, with a certain bope of 
largely the creditor, Yet the members from the | the continnance of peace, and being responsible 
latter State refuse to let the former look into | therefor, he deemed it best not to interfere, and te 
the matter. You, the debtors, have nothing to | give up every further prospect of hostility, until 
do with the mode of settling the account. We, | the event of the mission to Britain shall be known, 
the creditors, are satisfied that it is right. This Another reason that operated very forcibly with 
appeared to be the subslance of some of Mr. V.’s | him, was, that our French friends were much in 
reasonings. want of provisions; and, as there was no prospect 
Mr. Dayron said that, in New Jersey, they | of discriminations in their favor, which he had 
wanted no such copy. The question was referred | wished for, he should give it as his opinion, that 
to a select committee, who are to make a report | it would be improper to continue the Fmbargo 
on the propriety of transmitting official copies of | after the 25h instant. 
the book marked E to each of the fifteen United | From the commencement of the Administra- 
States. tion of this Government, certain gentlemen, and 
Mr. Cuarx complained that members did not | particularly those of the Eastern States, had 
attend punctually at ten in the morning, which | been charged with regulating their political con- 


made it necessary for the House to sit till three, duct by local considerations, They had disre- 
garded the interest of every part of the United 

THE EMBARGO. States, but the particular districts of country from 

On 2 motion made and seconded, that the House | which they came. The charge was now re- 
do come to the following resolution : versed: those districts have suftered infinitely be- 


« Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives yond their neighbors, by the effects of those mea- 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, | sures of which we complain; and, notwithstand- 
That the present embargo be continued, and every re- | ing all this, the Representatives of those districts 
gulation therein shall be iu full forec until the twenti- | haye all at once so totally changed, haye become 
eth day of June next” so tame, so torpid, as to be regardless of the inter- 

Mr. Parker observed, that, although he was | ests and sufferings of their immediate constitu- 
much in favor of the Embargo when it was first | ents. Nor (said he) is this all; our kind Southern 
enacted, yet, at the present time, he thought it | brethren have, from pure disinterested benevo- 
would be improper to continue it. lence, and with a most acute sensibility, deter- 

At that time, a system was formed by a majo- mined to procure for our constituents that redress 
rity of tbe House, for carrying into effect mea- | to which we are indifferent. 
sures that might counteract the nefarious practices Jt had been said that the gentlemen who were 
of the British Government on our commerce; lin favor of indemnification had opposed every 
that the first object which presented itself to him ; measure of energy. They had, indeed, opposed 
was to lay an Embargo in order that the large | certain measures to which they would give a very 
ects and armies of the British in the West In- | different appellation. hey had not only favored, 
dies, who were there on a design to conquer the | but had been the authors of every measure of re- 
islands of our friends, and had committed robbe- spectable efficiency, as well in respect to force, as 
rics on neutral property, that would disgrace a | the means of defraying the expenses which our 
banditti of pirates; and, in order that they should | situation had rendered it necessary should be in- 
be deprived of the supplies which they might re- | curred. He need not say who had opposed those 
quire, as well as to prevent the further capture of | measures. 
our vessels, and treating the American flag and Mr. Errzstioxs hoped that the House wouldfnot 
citizens with insult and cruelty, I thought that | agree to the resolution. He stated the numer- 
would be the stepping-stone to other measurcs | ous inconveniences which had arisen from the mea- 
which were concerted to oppose the insults of our | sure already. The system of British conduct was 
enemies, and doing justice to our citizens, whose | now altered. ‘There were at present many ships 
property had been robbed and persons abused by | detained in the harbors of the United States, that 
British armed vessels; that this was to be fol- | were cleared out before the Embargo was laid. 
lowed by a bill which had passed the House of | Their detention, as far as he could learn, was con- 
Representatives by a great majority for breaking | trary to the common practice of nations, in cases 
off all commerce with Great Britain after Novem- | of that nature. 
ber next, and this was to be followed by an arresta-| Mr. W. Suara said, that the reason why the 
tion of British property, to reimburse our citizens | Embargo had been laid on was, the piracics of 
for the losses we had sustained; that, as the se- ‘Britain. The second orders of the Sth of January 
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last had produced no alteration for the better, in 
the conduct ol her privateers. We had yet heard 
nothing from the agents despatched to the West 
Indies; and we ought not to revoke the Embargo 
till some change of system, on the part of Britain, 
should warrant the measure; we knew uothing 
about the actual state cf matters in the West In- 
dics. ‘Che newspapers were filled with stories of 
releasing American vessels in one island, and of 
capturing them in another, One captain had 
come to this port, and told a story to the editor of 
anewspaper. He then went to another publisher 
of a paper, and told a story guile opposite! The 
House could make nothing of such a farrago— 
such a jumble of contradictory reports. The pub- 
lic sentiment was against taking off the Embargo. 

Mr. Wapsworrs was against the motion. It 
had been said that American ships did not arrive 
from the West Indies. ‘They did arrive in great 
aumbers, and as quickly as could be expected. 
From this he inferred that the ravages of British 
privateers had, in a great measure, ceased. Insur- 
ance at present is not higher than ten per cent. 
A million of bushels of salt will be wanted this 
season in the American States; and they will be 
a million of dollars dearer, if the Embargo is kept 
on, than if it is taken off. Mr. W. said, that he 
had got home all his importations for this year. 
Ho had nothing, therefore, to apprehend on his 
own account, from the continuance of the Embar- 
go. It was his firm opinion, and he could declare 
it upon his honor to be so, that, if the Embargo 
continued, the valuc of his own imports would rise 
oue hundred per cent. He belicved that salt would 
rise to three dollars a bushel. 

Mr. Nicuouas had approved of the Embargo 
when imposed; and he now hoped that it would 
be repealed by as great a majority as that which 
voted for laying il on. 

Mr. Gies recommended a discontinuance of 
the Embargo. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina had urged the public senliment as a reason 
for keeping it on. Ice was glad to hear that the 
public sentiment was an argument in that House 
for the adoption of measures; and he was particu- 
larly highly pleased that this respect for the pub- 
lic sentiment had now come from the quarter 
from which it was at present announced. He 
hinted that the gentleman [Mr. W. SsirH] had 
not always paid an equal deference to public sen- 
timent. He was for the Embargo being taken off, 
because he understood that France would suffer 
considerably by its continuance ; because it would 
materially affect the American farmers; and be- 
cause, as the danger was now more fully known, 
merchants would beware of the danger, and pro- 
vide more or less for their individual security. 
Farmers in the United States had entered into 
contracts of various kinds. For the discharge of 
these, they depended on the sale of their crops. 
He was originally for the measure, which had an- 
swered many good purposes, by preventing Ame- 
rican vessels from falling into the hands of Bri- 
tish privateers. He was likewise for it, as con- 
nected with a system of other measures. [Mr. G. 
alluded to the sequestration of British property, 


&e.] These measures had been laid aside; and 
therefore, he would now likewise be for laying 
this aside. 

Mr. Dayron said, that he had been in favor of 
laying the Embargo, both in the first month and in 
the second month of its continuance; but he should 
now be opposed to the proposition on the table, 
and against extending the Embargo beyond the 
25th of this month, when the present one would 
expire. He would not be understood to found any 
part of his cunduct upon a belief that there was a 
returning sense of justice in the Government of 
Great Britain, ur that there had been any material 
change in the predatury system. He lamented 
that any of those who were on the same side 
should have entertained such a belicf and espe- 
cially that they should have mentioned it as an 
argument against the motion. Where, he asked, 
was the proof that the instructions of the 8th of 
January had effected a change favorable to this 
country in the conduct of that nation? If there 
was such a change, as some gentlemen asserted, 
where were the two or three hundred American 
vessels that have been captured and carried into 
the British West India islands? If we look for 
them in our ports, they are not to be found. It is 
truc, that now and then a solitary vessel enters 
into our harbors, escaped from British depreda- 
tion: but you would hear the seamen who ar- 
rived felicitating onc another almost as much as if 
they had escaped from the clutches of pirates. He 
said that those instructions might make them 
more complacent highwaymen, but still they 
would be highwaymen. They might practise a 
little more of the solernn mockery of judicial pro- 
cess; they might be a little more observant of 
forms; but they had since continued, and would 
probably continue to rob us. He mentioned those 
things to show that there were other considera- 
tions which influenced him. These were, that an 
Embargo would operate hereafter most unfavora- 
bly for ourselves, particularly our farmers, and for 
our allics, the French. Produce, he said, would 
certainly fall much lower, if we continucd the 
Embargo longer than the 25th. Our farmers and 
planters depend upon the sale of that produce to 
pay their debts, or to purchase necessaries for their 
families; and the resolution on the table would 
operate doubly hard for them, not only in lower- 
ing the value of the product of thcir farms, but by 
increasing the price of every foreign article which 
they would need to purchase from the merchants. 
The injury which ils further continuance would 
occasion to our allies, the French, had great weight 
with him in opposing it. It could not be denied, 
that France was much more dependent upon this 
country for supplies of provisions, in her present 
arduous struggle, than avy other nation, or than 
all others; and he inferred from thence, that there 
could not be a disposition in that House to extend 
a prohibition which should add to the sufferings 
of those who are fightiag in the cause of liberty 
against the most powerful combination that was 
ever formed to crush it. 

Mr. Dexter was likewise for taking off the Em- 
bargo. It was become pretty evident that the 
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United States are not in immediate danger of hos- 
tilities, It was difficult to continue the Embargo 
till we could hear from Mr. Jay, which might re- 
quire six months. Farmers suffer as mach by the | 
present restraint upon commerce as they would | 
suffer by war. | 

Mr. CLanx was for letting the Embargo die of | 
itself. He did not think it quite fair for gentle- 
men all to speak upon one side of a question. | 
here was another Embargo that Mr. C. wished i 
to see taken off as soon as it could he done with 
propriety. We have been embargoed in this | 
House, raid he, for six months, and if we persist 
in this hahit of making fino speeches upon every | 
occasion, it will be along time before this second ; 
Embargo can be taken off. 

Mr. Gitnon desired that the matter might have | 
a full discussion. He and his colleague from 
Charleston supported the motion by order of their 
constituents. 

Mr. Hunter then laid on the table a letter sub- 
scribed by forty-eight of the merchants and other 
citizens of Charleston, who had suffered by the 
piracies of Britain, with a list of the ships thus 
taken, and an estimate of their value. The letter 
was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. Gituon then proceeded to make a varicty 
of remarks in support of the motion before the | 
House. He apologised, if any part of what he | 
had to say, should seem a digression, as the sub- 
ject was of so great an extent. Mr. G. said, that 
he remembered, in that Assembly, in J777, they 
had used to flatter themselves, that the Eastern ; 
States would bnild ships, and the Southern would 
supply them with cargoes; and they would mu- i 
_ tually support the interest of each other. He re- | 


danger of a rise in the price of foreign articles 
here; merchant ships came at present frequently 
to this country. They encourage one another, as 
sure of a high market; and, as to the Embargo, 
they say that it cannot hold long. If the British 
depredations have ceased, it certainly is not owing 
to any change of principle in them. But our ships 
are kept safe at home in our harbors; their Bri- 
tish system changes with the course of events in 
Europe. No nation is more insolent in prosperity ; 
none more humiliated in adversity. Mr. G. con- 
eluded by expressing a hope that some way might 
be contributed for keeping on an Embargo, with- 
out injury to the farmers. If this could not be 
done, it must be taken off. 

Mr. Murray hoped that the resolution would 
not succeed. Indeed he thought, that a total re- 
fusal of its terms would consist of our true policy. 
Te said, he was among those who supported the 
first unsuccessful vore for an Embargo, and had in 
cach following vote been for it. There were two 
reasons that had led him to think the Embargo a 
good measure, when it was laid, and continucd ; 
the risk the American trade and seamen were 
exposed to from that infamous course of depreda- 
tion which followed the Orders of the 6th of No- 
vember, and the evidence that flowed from that 
Order of an intention to involve this country in 
war. The depredations on our trade had been itm- 
mense; and the Embargo was not only defensible 
as a good cautionary measure, to secure the sea- 
men and vessels of tms country from violence, 
but by shutting out our vessels from the opportu- 
nity of being longer exposed to British depreda- 
tion, the occasions would be diminished that would 
bring up the irksome question, how far Govern- 


gretied that this cordiality was not, on the pre- | ment is bound to indemnify citizens for losses sus- 
sent occasion, so ardent as could have been wished. | tained under a violation of the laws of nations? 
As to Britain relaxing her outrages in the West | The same act under which the depredations hac 
Indies, the sole ohject of that nation is gain, no} been committed, manifested a spirit of hostility 
matter by what means it could be obtained. Mr. | that betrayed the probability of war. He had be- 
G., to show the infamy of Britain in its proper lieved, when he voted for the Embargo, that there 


light, quoted some passages from the letter of a 
captain in the West Indies, who had reecived the 
most unprovoked and the most horrible treatment 
from these miscreants. 

Mr. G. hoped that the Embargo would continue 1 
for a longer period than to the 25th of June, the 
term specified in the resolution. He recommended ! 
that the House should adjourn but for a short j 
time, and continue the restriction till they sat | 
again. Jt had heen said, that this step would in- | 
jure our allies; that the price of imports w onld | 
rise, while that of exports would fall. Fe would j 
be one of the last men willing to distress our al- 
lies. IIe hoped that the Embargo might be | 
stricted, so as to let the French import from this | 
country whatever they wanted in American bot- 
toms. This would promote our commerce, if 
gentlemen acquainted with that business consid- 
ered the measure as practicable. Reverting to 
the remarks of Mr. Wansworts, Mr. G. ob- 
served, that salt is at present only three shillings 
and six pence, or four shillings a bushel in Charles- 
ton. The price has fullen there, and it has not 
even risen at Philadelphia. He did not see much 


was something of system in the November 6th Or- 
der. He thought that Order was the first move- 
ment of a system of hostile operations, which some 
intermediate events had set aside: of this, the Or- 
der of the Sth January, and the subsequent dis- 
missal of the captured vessels, was evidenced. Jf 
the depredations have ceased, and the vessels cap- 
tured have been released, and if the probability of 
war be diminished, the leading motives that justi 

fied so strong a measure had ceased to operate. 
There can be no doubt that vessels that have been 
taken have been released: the daily arrivals in 
various parts of the Union prove this. lad the 
chance of war continued in full force, the con- 
tinuance of the Embargo, as is designed by this 
resolution, though it stood on a prodigious sacri- 
fice of present interest, would have been not only 
defensible, put perhaps essential. Jt would not 
only prove negatively a benefit in the preserva- 
tion of onur shipping and seamen, but would ope- 
rate, in the most sensible manner, as a withdrawal 
of supplies from the Power with whom hostilities 
might be expected. This great sacrifice to policy 
he conld not now believe to be necessary longer 
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than the term assigned by law—the 25th of this 
month. 

The reason why he had voted for the continu- 
ance of the Embargo, though we had received in- 
telligence of the revocation of the obnoxious and 
shameful Order of 6th November, was, because he 
had lost all confidence in the justice or wisdom of 
those who issued it; as he thought the first unjust 
by premeditation, he had suspected the last as in- | 
sidious: howeyer, this we know, that they have! 
released our vessels. So very extensive was the 
influence of embargoes in this country, that no- 
thing but dire necessity could justify them; a 
country with small capital and yet of immense 
export, and the great part of that export of a quality 
that could not endure the Summer's heat. In such 
a moment as the present, where evidence of the! 
opinions of the public was so contradictory, he 
would endeavor to do what appeared to be the 
broad and general interest. ‘There was, he be- 
lieved, a field open to speculation by the doubt 
entertained of this day’s decision: a variety of 
opposite interests of course were thus created, 
and opinions and wishes might be expected out 
of doors trom the different views of self-interest. 
Those who had to purchase grain, for instance, 
calculating on the almost certain termination of | 
the Embargo some timo this Summer, and fore- | 
seeing great prices in foreign markets, might, ifj 
they were actuated by sclfish principles, wish e| 


seo this resolution succeed. As the aspect of af- 
fairs had certainly considerably altered, and the 
reasons that led to the Embargo had so diminished | 
as no longer to warrant either a dread of the cap- ! 
ture of our vessels or the apprehension of war, | 
(at least speedily,) he hoped the resolution would | 
fail of success. 

Mr. Bovvixor asked what assurauce we hare, | 
that Britain will not play the same game over! 
again that she has done already? Does not that | 
new Order prohibit, as much as ever, American 
vessels from carrying provisions to her West In- 
dia Islands? As to the Republic of France, he 
could make great allowances for their situation, : 
but, after all, what apology could there be made, 
for the starving of American sailors in French 
harbors? Is this proper? These men, as Mr. B. 
had been well informed, were at this moment ac- | 
tually starving, and in want of the common neces- | 
saries of life. If the Embargo is taken olf, this | 
must be done upon the principle that it ought 
never to have been laid on. We must expect, that 
if our ships go back again to the West Indies, they 
will be taken as formerly. He could wish to stand | 
by the measure, since it had once been adopted, 
and let the West Indies sce that we can starve 
them out; let them see that we can make them 
feel the cffects of our measures. Tle did not: 
wish to continue the Embargo one moment longer | 
than public necessity requires; but to have made ! 
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point, it is said, has been determined, that the West 
Indies depend on America for subsistence. He 
asserted, on the contrary, that this point was not 
determined; and this revocation will prove to the 
world, that we are as cager to sell, as they are to 
buy. He hoped that there was a spirit in this 
country to stand the consequences of the measures. 
He next replicd to the ironical applause bestowed 
upon him in a former part of this debate, 
by Mr. Gies, for his recently assumed respect 
to the public sentiment, le said that it is often 
very difficult to say what public sentiment is. The 
member himself had often opposed the public sen- 
timent : he had opposed the arming of frigates, and 
yet that was surely a popular measure. At the 
same time, he hoped that no member would vote 
for a measure that his judgment condemns, be- 
cause it is said to be a popular one; as this would 
reduce him to a mere poppet—a machine. It 
had been said, that this Embargo should be taken 
off on account of France; but our vessels, if that 
obstacle is removed, will not go to France: they 
will go to the West Indies, where they can get 
thirty dollars a barrel for their flour, which they 
cannot get in France. 

Mr. S. next adverted to the other Embargo, upon 
the members of the House, referred to by Mr. 
Cuark. He hoped that public business would not 
be treated with levity, and that they would rise, 
when they found it convenient; but if the gentle- 
man was so very impatient to gct home, he could 
be very well sparcd by the House. 

Mr. Crarx rosc, and said a few words in reply. 

Mr. Gines approved of the idea of Mr. GYLLON, 
as to the limiting the Embargo to the saling of 
vessels for the West Indies: and a resolution to 
this effect was laid by the member on the table. 
Mr. G. thought this a proper discrimination, and 
if it could be effected, the true ground that the 
House ought to take. As to whai tue farmers of 
America had suffered by the Embargo, Mr. G. be- 
lieved that there was not a single planter in the 
district which he represented, who would noi ra- 
ther burn his wheat, and dance round the bonfire, 
than sell it to the West Indies to feed the British 
army. He would have brought forward a motion 
of this nature soouer, but he had not thought that 
it would succeed, nor did he think yet that it 
would. It would however show his sentiments, 
and he hoped the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. W. Smo] if he was anxious to support his 
Teputation for consistency, would give his vote for 
the resolution. 

The question being put, to amend the resolution, 
by inserting after the word “ continned,” the words 
“upon all vessels bound to the West Indies, Ber- 
muda, or Nova Scotia :” it passed in the negutive— 
yeas 34, nays 52, as follows: 


Yuas.—John Beatty, Abraham Clark, Isaac Coles, 


the merchants and farmers suffer as they have done | Jonathan Dayton, George Dent, William Findley, Wil 
for two months, and then to have the business end | liam B. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Chris- 


in nothing, was rather vexatious. 

Mr. W. Swith defended his resolution. 
been alleged that emigrants wanting to get back ; 
to the West Indies, were prevented by this Em- | 


topher Greenup, George Jlancock, Dautel Heister, John 


It had | Hunter, Matthew Locke, William Iman, Nathanie! Ma- 
con, James Madison, Francis Malbone, Audiew Mooie, 


Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, Alexander D. Orr, 
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certain States. 


Andiew Pickeus, Fraucis Preston, John S. Sherburne, 
John Smilie, {-rael Smith, William Sinith, Thomas Tred- 
well, Abraham Yenable, Francis Walker, Benjamin 
Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, Ga 
briel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, William J. Dawson, Henry Dear- 
born, Samnel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Fos- 
ter, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, Ben- 
jamin Goodbue, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, Samuel 
Griffin, William Barry Grove, James Hillhouse, William 
Hindman, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Joseph 
McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, 
William Vans Murray, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
John Page, Josiah Parker, Thomas Scott, Theodore 
Sedgwick, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George That- 
cher, Unah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull. John F. Van 
Allen, Philp Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas 
Ward, and John Watts. 


And then the main question being taken, that 
the ITouse do agree to the said resolution, it passed 
in the negative—yeas 18, nays 73, as follows: 


Yuas.—John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, Lambert Cad- 
walader, George Dent, Alexander Gillon, Benjamin 
Goodhue, John Hunter, Francis Malbone, Joseph Ne- 
ville, John Page, William Smith, Artemas Ward, and 
Richard Winn. 

Nais.—Fisher Atwes, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Benjamin Bourne, Thomas 
P. Carnes, Gabricl Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abra- 
bam Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, 
Tsane Coles, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Dayton, 
Henry Dearborn, Samuel Dexter, William Findley, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezckicl Gilbert, 
William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, 
Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Christopher Greenup, 
Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, 
George Hancock, Daniel Heister, James Hillhouse, 
William Hindman, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, 
Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, 
James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, 
William Montgomery. Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlen- 
berg, William. Vans Murray, Anthony New, John Ni- 
choJas, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pick- 
ens, Francia Preston, Thomas Scott, Theodoro Sedge- 
wick, Joho 8. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Thomas ‘I'redwell, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads- 
worth, Francis Walker, John Watts, Benjamin Wil 
liams, and Juseph Winston, 


Tuespay, May 13. 


An engrossed bill for the relief of Reuben Smith 
and Nathan Strong, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act 
in addition to the ‘Act for making further and 
more effectual provision for the protection of the 
frontiers of the United States,’” was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. Wiuuas Summ, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill laying additional dutes 


on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into 
the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. WALKER, from the committee appointed, 
i; presented a bill for determining the Northern 
boundary of the Territory ceded to the United 
States by the State of North Carolina; which was 
| read twice, and committed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 

| that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled ‘‘ An act 
further to authorize the adjournment of Circuit 

: Courts,” to which they desire the coneurrence of 
this House. 

Mr. Gornon, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill granting relicf to James Bell> which 
was read twice and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the bill making provision for the 
payment of the interest on the balances due to cer- 

States, upon the final settlement of the ac- 


counts between the United States and the individ- 


ual States, 
Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lic on the table. 


Wenpnespay, May 14. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled An act 
further to authorize the adjournment of Circuit 
Courts,” was read three thues, and passed. 

Mr. Ames, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the Report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
on the petition of George Blanchard, in behalf of 
Edward Blanchard, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

On a motion made and seconded, that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 


“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury cause 
to be delivered to the Senators and Representatives of 
the State of South Carolina all the vouchers which 
were, by the agent of the said State, lodged with the 
Commissioners for settling the accounts between the 
; United States and the several States, and since depos- 
ited in the Treasury, and which have been required by 
the Legislature of South Carolina :” 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to Mr. CLARK, Mr. Beysamin Bourne, and Mr. 
HUNTER. 

Mr. Lysas, from the committee appointed to se- 
lect such parts of the confidential communications 
received from the PRESIDENT OF THE Uniren STATES 
on the twenty-fourth of February last, as are pro- 
per to be made public, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to lic on the table. 


BALANCES DUE CERTAIN STATES. 


The House proceeded to consider tho amend- 
ments, reported yesterday by the Committee of tha 
Whole House, to the bill making provision for the 
payment of the interest on the balances duc to 
certain States, upon the final settlement of the ac- 
counts between the United States and the indi- 
vidual States, which lay on the table; and the 
said amendments being twice read at the Clerk’s 
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table, were, on the question severally put there- 
upon, agreed to by the House. 

A motion was made and seconded further to 
amend the said bill, by adding to the end thereof 
the following section, to wit: 


“ And be it further enacted, That the balances re- 
ported by the said Commissioners, and carried to the 
debit of certain States, be, and the same are hereby, 
relinquisked :” 


And on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 23, nays 58, as follows: 

Yras,—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, William 
J. Dawson, Fzekel Gilbert, James Gillespie, Henry 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, William 
Barry Grove, George Hancock, Henry Latimer, Mat 
thew Locke, Nathaniel Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alex- 
ander Mebane, William Smith, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
John Watts, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas P. 
Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, Jonathan 
Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dex- 
ter, William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Fos- 
ter, William B. Giles, Alexauder Gillon, Nicholas Gil- 
man, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, John ileath, 
Daniel Jleister, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, 
Amasa Learned, William Lyman, James Madison, 
Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, 
Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Marray, Joseph Ne- 
ville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
John Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Thomas 
Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, John 
Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, Israel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, 
Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, Abraham Venable, 
Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Francia Walk- 
er, Artemas Ward, and Richard Winn. 


Another motion was then made, and the ques- 
tion being put further to amend the said bill, by 
adding to the end thereof the following scction, 
to wit: 

“ And be it further enacted, That the payment of 
interest on the aforesaid balances, out of the said fund, 
shall cease and determine after the year one thousand 
seven huudred and uinety-eight; and that, thereafter, 
the balauces reported to be due by the said Commis- 
sioners from certain States, be appropriated for the 
payment of the interest and principal of the balances 
duc to the said States :” 


Tt passed in the negative—yeas 27, nays 60, as 
follows: 

Yeras.—Abrabam Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. 
Dawson, William Findley, William B. Giles, James 
Gillespic, Andrew Gregg, George Hancock, John Heath, 
Daniel Heister, James Madison, William Montgomery, 
Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, Au- 
thony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah 
Parker, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, 
Abraham Venable, and Francis Walker. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Jobn Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Thomas P. Carnes, Abraham Clark, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, 
Henry Dearborn, George Tent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Alexander 
Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Good 


hue, James Gordon, Samuel Griffin, William Barry 
Grove, Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, Wiliam 
Hindman, John Hunter, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learn- 
ed, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, Francis Malbone, Joseph Mc 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Vans Murrey: 
Nathaniel Nilea, Andrew Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, 
John S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, Jobn E. Van Allen, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, 
Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Wins- 
ton. 


And on the question that the said bill, with the 
amendments agreed to, be engrossed, and read the 
third time, the previons question was called for by 
five members, to wit: 

“Shall the main question, that the said bill with 
the amendments be engrossed, and read the third 
time,” be now put? 

And on the previous question, “ Shall the main 
question be now put ?” 

Tt was resolved in the aflirmative—yeas 52, nays 
37, as follows: 


Yvas.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwia, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Thomas P. Carnes, Abraham Clark, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, 
Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Nicholas Gilman, Benjamin 
Goodhue, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, Thomas 
Hartley, John Heath, James Hillhouse, William Tind- 
man, John LIunter, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, 
William Lyman, James Madison, Francis Malbone, 
William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, Joseph 
Neville, Nathaniel Niles, John Puge, Josiah Parker, 
Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, 
John S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jona- 
than Trumbull, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, and Richard 
Winn. 

N ays.— Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. 
Dawson, William Findley, Ezekiel Gilbert, William B. 
Giles, James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, 
Christopher Greenup, William Barry Grove, George 
Hancock, Daniel Heister, Henry Latimer, Matthew 
Locke, Nathaniel Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander 
Mebane, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Anthony 
New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Robert Ruther- 
ford, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Silas Talbot, John E. 
Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaas- 
beck, Francis Walker, John W atts, Benjamin Williams, 
and Joseph Winston. 


And on the main question, that the said bill 
with the amendments be engrossed, and read the 
third time, it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 
51, nays 36, as follows : 

Yrag.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Ehas Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Thomas P. Carnes, Abraham Clark, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, 
Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Nicholas Gilman, Benjamin 
Goodhue, Samuel Griffin, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, 
James Hillhouse, Wilham }lindman, John Lunter, 
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Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, William Lyman,, The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
James Madison, Francis Malbone, Joseph McDowell, | ments proposed to the said bills; and, the same 
William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, Joseph | being severally read, were agreed to. : 

Neville, Nathaniel Niles, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pick The House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
ens, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, Jere-| Whole House on the amendatory report of the 


miah Smith, Willam Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George! : E RUNS . 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonatan Trumbull, Abraham | Se ee becomes ane ‘died on 
Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Àr- : Ge TBCMOUALOL ATINUT 's t- air; and, alter some 
temas Ward, John Watts, dnd Richard Winn. | time spent therein, the Chairman reported that the 
Nata—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Gabriel | Committee had had the said report under consider- 
Chustie, Thomas Claiborne, faac Coles, William J.! ation, and come to several resolutions thereupon, 
Dawson, William Findley, Ezekiel Gilbert, William B. which were severally twice read, and agreed to by 
Giles, James Gillespie, Tlenry Gleun, Jawes Gordon, | the House, as follows: 
Andrew Gregg, William Barry Grove, George Dancock,! Resolved, That there be allowed to Arthur St. 
Daniel Heister, emy Latimer, Matthew Locke, Na-, Clair, at the rate of dollars per day, for the 
thaviel Macon, Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, | time he was employed in going from Now York to 
m anes Sabi San gat Re nar gates : Pittsburg, and till his return to New York, be- 
ander rr, John Page, Robert Rutherford. Thomas , anes Sean ee ; And 
Scott. John Smilie, Silas Talbot. John E, Van Allen, | Sa Noveruber, one thousand seven hundred and 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeek. Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 


ighty-seven, and February, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-cight. 

Resolved, That he be allowed at the rate of 

A motion was then made, and the question: dollars per day for the time he was employed in 
being put, that the said bill with the amendments | holding a treaty with the Indians, commenced in 
be read the third time on the rirst Monday of Oc- | June, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
tober next, it passed in the newative—yeas 33, | eight; and that the time be computed from his 
nays 53, as follows: commencing that business till the treatics were 
delivered to the Presrpenr or THE UsiTeD 


Yras—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Gabriel 
Christie, Thoiaas Claiborne, Leave Coles, William J. STATES. . 
Dawson, Wiliam Findicy, Wiliam B. Giles, James Resolved, That there be allowed, in the settle- 
Gillespie, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Christopher ment of his account, two hundred dollars for a 
Greenup, William B. Grove, George Hancock, Daniel | negro killed in the public service; also, the sum 
Heister, Henry Latimer, Matthew Toeke, Nathaniel | of two hundred and fifty dollars, advanced to Ma- 
Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew | jor Hamtramck ; and that interest be allowed on 
Moore, Peter Muhlenberg. Joseph Neville, John Nicho- | his account. 
Jas, Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Robert Rutherford, dered a bi ills cht in ~ 
John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van | aot rh NEE il ae vl Dh au e 
Clear Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, and | ciyoxs Mr Tuarcner and Mr. HINDAN do pre- 
oseph Winston. a E brine; a a age 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- pareigad bringin thg same: 
ty, Elias Rondinot, Benjainin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Thomas P. Carnes, Abraham Clark, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, 


Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas | the committee to whom was referred th titi 
Titzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas | e.commilice TOWA OTA WAS TRIKE 0 penspa 


t . ` 

Gilman, Benjamin Goodhue, Andrew Gregg, Samuel | of Lowis Dubois : whereupon, E 

Griffin, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, James Hillhouse, Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 

William Hindman, Joha Hunter, Amasa Learned, | bring in a bill to authorize the Comptroller of the 

Richard Bland Lec, William Lyman, James Madison, | Treasury to settle the accounts of Lewia Dubois, 

Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, Willam Vans ' for his services in the line of the Army of the 

Murray, Nathaniel Niles, Jostah Parker, Andrew Pick | United States, similar to others of his rank, who 

ens, Thomas Scott, Theodore Nedgwiek, John S. Sher- ! were deranged in the service. 

burne, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah; Ordered, That Mr. Tausor, Mr. Parner, and 

Swift, Silas ‘Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, ! Mr, Grove, be a committee pursuant to the said 

Jonathan Trumbull, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wai- | resolution. 

Tor Jema a wore Artemas Ward, John] Pesolyed, That a select committee be appointed 
ae a a E ASS ‘on the part of this House, to be joined by such 
Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- , committee as the Senate shall appoint, to consider 

ments, he read the third time to-inorrow. ! and report what further business is necessary to 
A message from the Senate informed the House, | be done during the present session; and at what 

that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled * An’ time it will be proper to adjourn the same. 

act for erecting a light-house on the Island of Se- | Ordered, That Mr. Lymay, Mr. Cour, and Mr. 

guin, in the District of Maine,” with several amend , VENABLE, be appointed the committee on the part 

ments, to which they desire the concurrence of this of the House. 

TIouse. The Senate have also passed the hill, en-! Mr. Crank, from the commiitee to whom was 

titled “An act providing for the payment of esr- j referred the motion of the 14th instant, for the 

tain expenses incurred by Falwar Skipwith on , delivery of certain documents deposited with the 
public account,” with several amendments, to which | late Board of Commissioners for settling the ac- 
they desire the concurrence of this [ous2. counts between the United States and the indi- 


Tacrspay, May 15. 


The House proceeded to consider the report of 
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vidual States to the Senators aud Representatives 
of the State of South Carolina, made a report: | tration of British debts; and it was very doubtful 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. whether such a measure would ever be adopted; 
The louse resolved itself into a Committee of [and if this resolution was to be referred to the 
the Whole House on the bill to amend the act, | same committee, and become connected with that, 
entitled “ An act to enable the officers aud soldiers | he should very much despair of ever getting any 
of the Virginia Line, on Coutinental Kstablish-| indemnification. That British debts were a very 
ment, to obtain titles to certain lands lying North- | precarious and uncertain fund; and the idea of 
west of the river Ohio, between the Little Miami | ever getting indemnification from that source, 
and Sciota;” and, after some time spent therein, | would operate asa delusion. That if sequestration, 
the Committee rose, and were discharged from | under auy circumstances, could be proper, it was 
the further consideration of the bill; and it was | highly improper at this time, when an Envoy Ex- 
recommitted to Mr. HEATH, Mr. NEVILLE, aud Mr. | traordinary had just been despatched to Great 
ORR. Britain; and more so, as we had discontinued the 
Mr. Macon, from the committee to whom was | Embargo, which would put all our remaining ves- 
referred the motion of the twelfth instant, direct- | sels in the power of that nation. JTe should, there- 
ing the Sccretary of the Treasury to furnish the | fore, consider an agreement to the amendment as 
Exccutives of the several States with a copy of the | amounting to a determination not to consider the 
book marked A, deposited in the Treasury De- | subject, at least for the present session. 
partment, by the Commissioners for settling the In support of the amendment, it was argued, 
accounts between the United States and the iudi- | that the two subjects had an intimate connexion 
vidual States; made a report, which was read, and | with each other, and never ought to be separated : 
ordercd to lie on the table. that British debts and British property were the 
Mr. FITZSIMONS, from the committee appointed, | natural and only funds for paying British depre- 


known there was great opposition to the seques- 


presented a bill to compensate Arthur St. Clair, dations, and if indemnity was not given this way, 
which was twice read and committed. it ought not to be given at all; that, as it was pro- 
bable the resolution for scquestration would lay 
dormant for some time, it was best to refer this to 
the same committee, that they might sleep to- 
gether. The amendment was supported by Messrs. 
Lyman, Nico as, SMILIE, DEARBORN, and MADI- 
SON. 

Mr. DAYTON made a number of pointed remarks, 
on what le considered as the total futility of such 
a resolution. He looked on it as nothing better 
than an awkward attempt to gain popularity. He 
complained bitterly of the injustice of bringing up 
this motion alone; because when he voted against 
it, it might be surmised that he was unfavorable 
to the redress of the injuries of a certain class of 
citizens. He was for redressing their wrongs, and 
he had marked out to the House the only effectual 
way in which those wrongs should ever be re- 
dressed, viz. : the sequestration of British property. 
He adverted to an expression made usc of, some 
days ago, by Mr. SEDGWICK, who had called this 
a mad project. Mr. D. was of opinion that the 
mad-cap might with propriety be transferred to 
a different situation, which he specified to the 
House. He said, that we were frequently told of 
the justice due to the British subjects. Be it so. 
But was there not justice also due to the people of 
the United States? And what justice could there 
be in attempting to make the American citizens 
pay for depredations committed by British priva- 
teers, when we had in our hands British property ? 


INDEMNITY FOR SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. Goovitur moved the following resolution : 

“ Whereas it is a primary object in the establishment 
of Civil Government, to protect the persons and pro 
perty of tls citizens, from the violence of nations as well 
as individuals; and whereas many of the citizens of 
the United States have suffered great losses, by spolia- 
tion made on their commerce, under the authority of 
Great Britain, in violation of the law of nations, and 
the rights of neuliality, i 

“Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the United States will guarantee an 
indemnification to all such citizens of the United States, 
whose property may have been captured and confis- 
eated, under the authority of Great Britain, in violation 
of the Law of Nations, and the rights of neutrality :” 


Mr. GOODHUE moved that the resolution might 
be referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
which was secouded by Mr. Dexrer. It was then 
moved, by way of amendment to the motion, by 
Mr. DAYTON, to add these words, “ to whom was 
reterred the resolution for the scquestration of 
British debts :” to which Mr. GOODIIUE objected, 
because, he said the subjects were distinct and 
separate in their nature, and ought not to be com- 
bined. His resolution went ouly to establish the 
principle of indemniiication, by guarantecing it to 
the sufferers, leaving the faud from which it should 
be made (in case Great Britain should refuse to do | Were we not hound to take as much care of our 
us justice) to a future consideration. That whe- | own interest, as of that of other people? Ithad been 
ther British debts were sequestered or not, he said, | said, that as a negotiation was to commence under 
the United States were bound to see that. inder- | an Ambassador Extraordinary, that this measure 
nity was made to the merchants whose property | would impede its success. He was, on the con- 
had been kidnapped in a sceret, clandestine man- | trary, convinced that this was the only step that 
ner, while pursuing a lawful trade, under the autho- į could be likely to insure the success of Mr. Jay’s 
rity of this Government and the Law of Nations, | mission. It would teach Britain to give up her 
or to give them an opportunity of indemnifying j infamous conduct. It would convert, iu the litoral 
themselves, by making reprisals. Thatit was well! sense of the word, every English manufacturing 


691 
H. or R.] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Indemnity for Spohations. 


692 
[May, 1794. 


House, that had debts due to it in this country, 
into an American negotiator ; and they would, for 
their own sakes, compel thcir Government to do 
justice to the American merchants. 

Mr. D. scouted the idea of taxing America, to 
pay for the depredations committed in the West 
Indies, Supposing, what every gentleman in the 
House knew to be impossible, that if Congress 
actually were to pass such an act, the people would 
not submit to pay their money for any such purpose. 

Mr. Sevewick said, it certainly had uot been 
his wish that this question should be brought for- 
ward at the present time. As it was, however, 
before the House, as he approved the motives of 
his colleague, who made the motion, and as he 
perfectly concurred with him in opinion on the 
subject, he would make a few concise observations. 
He believed, that in a Government such as that of 
this country, it was the peculiar duty of those to 
whom the administration has been committed, to 
extend security and protection to all the interests, 
and redress for-all the injuries of the citizens. 
That inexcusable and unexampled injuries had 
been perpetrated, and an immense value in pro- 
perty unjustly spoiled, and that the honor of our 
country had been insulted, without provocation, 
were facts admitted by all. 
perty had heen the sport of wanton violation, 
which, in many instances, had reduced the suffer- 
ers from ease and affluence to want and misery, 
came forward and demandcd redress and indemni- 
fication. That they were entitled to such indemni- 
fication, from the nature of our social compact, he 
understood to be agreed by every gentleman. 

[Here Mr. S. was interrupted by several mem 
bers; and Mr. Nrorro.as and Mr. SMILIE declared 


Those whose pro- | 


cation. The question now immediately before the 
House was, to refer the motion for indemnification 
to the Committee of the Whole on the subject of 
sequestration. This was vot fair, as it respected 
that part of the House who approved an engage- 
| ment to indemnify, and who would never consent 
| 


to sequestration. It was not fair as respected the 
| sufferers, because he belicved there was not a gen- 
tleman in the House who supposed that the mea- 
sure of sequestration would prevail. He was 
astonished that any should believe that it ought to 
be adopted. He, himself, without hesitation, ap- 
proved of engaging to indemnify the sufferers ; 
put at the same time, with all his heart, he abhorred 
| sequestration and confiseation of debts, us the 
measures which all civilized nations had for more 
| than a century abandoned as immoral and unjust. 
j He would not now enter into a discussion of the 
| question of sequestration. Whenever it came 
| directly under consideration, he pledged himself 
| to undertake to prove that it was against the Law 
of Nations, that it was immoral, unjust, and im- 
politic. He had been sorry to perceive that the 
feelings of the mover of that proposition [Mr. 
Dayton] were wounded, by the terms in which 
| gentlemen had spoken of his motion. He himself, 
in his conscience, believed it to be immoral and 
‘unjust; and, as such, he felt himself bound as a 
| man of honor to give it his strenuous opposition. 
| The gentleman surely could not reasonably expect 
that independent men would sacrifice opinion to 
politeness or to friendship. All he could do, and 
that he did with pleasure, was to declare that he 
believed the gentleman’s motives were pure and 
| upright, and that he had a perfect confidence in 
the correctness of his moral sentiments. Viewing 


that, in their opinion, there was no obligation to | the subject in the light he had expressed he ap- 
indemnify the sufferers, except it were done out of | pealed to the candor and fairness of gentlemen, 
a fund to be formed by the sequestration of British | to what tended the combining of those irritative 
property. ] | questions of indemnification and sequestration, but 
Mr. 8. said he was obliged to the gentlemen for : to wound the feelings and evade the just applica- 
setting him right; till now he had believed that ! tion of the sufferers? Gentlemen had charged his 
the right of the sufferers to indemnification was i colleague, and those who had supported his mo- 
denied by none. If this, however, was really a tion, with attempting, by these means, meanly to 
question yet to be decided, it was due to the suf- | court popularity. 'To refute this charge would, 
ferers, it was due to our own houor. to decide it |in his opinion, be unnecessary, because no well- 
without delay. It was asked, by what means is | informed man in America would believe it. Ie 
the Government to administer redress? They ‘did not know that the opinions which were held 
were first to apply to the Governments which , by his friends and himself on this subject, were 
had inflicted the injuries, to state their nature and , popular; it was sufficient that they were believed 
extent, and to demand, in unequivocal terms, re- ; to be just. Was he, however, disposed to recrimi- 
dress. ‘This business, notwithstanding all the oppo- | nate, by disclosing motives which were not avow- 
sition which had been made, was happily in a! ed, bat concealed, he could tell a tale, which, he 
proper train. He hoped and believed that the | believed, could be heard with effect. 
application would be effectual. It might, how- | Mr. GOODHUE spoke a few words in direct oppo- 
ever fail; and in that case, he was free to declare, ' sition to what had been advanced by Mr. DAYTON. 
that we owed it to our honor and to our injured | The two propositions ought to be discussed sepa- 
citizens, to attempt redress by means of the last | rately. We had sent a negotiator to Britain, and 
resort. In that unhappy event, the interests of the | sequestration would put an end to his business. 
sufferers must be involved with the general inte- | The citizens of the United States ought to be taxed, 
rests of the nation, and must abide the ultimate 'in the meantime, to pay these losses; and it was 
result of war. But if satisfaction should not be i possible that a sequestration might, hereafter, be 
obtained by negotiation, and should the Govern- | thought advisable. He very strongly pressed the 
ment, from any political considerations, not seek ' idea of a tax to this end. It would bea proceed- 
redress by force, in such events the sufferers would | ing of the most superlative impropriety, to lay on 
have a just claim on their country for indemnifi- ' such a sequestration at this particular juncture, 
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when we had just agreed to take off the Embargo, 
because our ships would go to England, and be all 
seized, by way of reprisal. 

Mr. CLARK recommended that both propositions 
should be laid aside for the present, and be suffered 
to take a sweet nap together, till a more convenient 
time. He spoke with much contempt of the notion 
of taxing the people of this country to pay for the 
ravages of Britain. The Court of London would 
say to the world: “You see that we acted right: 
you see the United Srates think so likewise ; for 
they themselves pay their merchants.” 

Mr, Gurs agreed with Mr. Crarx ; but as there 
is a necessary sameness in the arguments on this 
question, and as they have already been detailed 
in so many different forms, it seems needless to 
repeat them over again so frequently. He said 
that when this tax came to be levied, every farmer 
would say, every man in America would say, 
“ We shall have nothing to do with this business. 
Why don’t you indemnify British depredations out 
of the British property that is within your grasp ?” 
He had heard that Congress ought to decide an 
abstract proposition, viz: that this Government 
was, in any event, bound to pay the recent losses 
of its merchants by sea; and then proceed to as- 
sign funds for the payment. He thought that 
before Congress undertook any such engagement, 
they ought at least to be possessed of the money 
requisite to discharge it. He hoped that the House 
would never proceed to a vote in support of any 
abstract axiom, especially where taxes and public 
money were concerned, till they had carefully di- 
gested the collateral circumstances. 

Mr. Dexter spoke against the amendment. He 
said, that very strong reasons existed both for taking 
into consideration a proposition for indemnity to 
the sufferers, and also against connecting it with 
sequestration ur any other subject. Each ought 
to stand or fall on its own merits. The sufferers 
were numerous, and deserving citizens; they had 
waited a long time, and had a right to know, be- 
fore the close of the session, what protection they 
were to expect from the Government of their own 
country. Sequestration, without a change of po- 
litical circumstances, would never pass both 
Houses of the Legislature; to connect them, then, 
would be to deny relief, without even examining 
the principles on which they claim it. He said, 
British debts had been called the only proper and 
natural funds: in his opinion, they would be no 
fund at all, even if sequestration could be adopted. 
The debts would never be collected; and not only 
so, but sequestration would be the beginning of 
hostilities, and war must ensue; this, at the same 
moment, would prevent all hope of obtaining jus- 
tice from Britain, and also discharge our own 
Government from every obligation to indemnify. 
Mr. D. said he would state what, in his opinion, 
waa the proper and natural fund—the money to 
be demanded of Britain by our Envoy Extraordi- 
nary. Should this fail, the Government. of Ameri- 
sa would either pay the sufferers, or grant them 
letters of marque and reprisal. ‘This, he snid, is 
the constant course of nations, and this the suffer- 
ers have a right to demand, as a counterpart of 


their allegiance. Mr. D. said, it had been objected 
that the British Government would be encouraged 
by it to refuse a recompense. This, if true, would 
be a serious objection, for he had always viewed 
negotiation as affording the only probable chance 
for indemnity to the sufferers. If a recompense 
be refused by Britain, war will be the consequence. 
The objection, however, he thought, would be en- 
lirely removed, by attending to the resolution it- 
self. It iy not, he said, a provision for taking the 
debt on ourselves, but merely to guarantce a re- 
compense to the sufferers. The very word itself 
implies that the Government of America is not 
the principal debtor, but is to compel another to 
make indemnity, or become the debtor. Mr. D. 
closed with saying that he had attended only to the 
reasoning of the gentlemen, and not to their per- 
sonalities. It was not his practice to leave the ques- 
tion, to impute to others motives either corrupt or 
paltry: if they chose to glean imaginary laurels on 
this ground, he was not anxious to share them ; 
they could best judge whether, in this way, they 
were likely to increase their reputation or benefit 
the public. 

Messrs. Ames, Murray, SMTH, of South Ca- 
rolina, and Hmuaouss, also spoke against the 
amendment, and said the merits of neither propo- 
sition were now before the House, but only the 
mode in which the subject should be considered ; 
that they were in themselves separate and inde- 
pendent, and ought to have a separate and inde- 
pendent consideration ; they were questions of very 
great national concern, and that blending them to- 
gether would give an undue bias, and neither would 
be fairly and impartially decided. It was doubtful 
whether the resolution for sequestration ever ought 
to be adopted, and that to connect the two subjects, 
would be to hang a mill-stone about the necks of 
the sufferers; that, as they were a numerous and 
very meritorious class of .citizens, their claim 
merited a candid and full examination, unembarrass- 
ed with any other matter. 

A warm dispute arose about the form in which 
the question on this resolution should be taken. 
The point actually contested seemed to be, whe- 
ther the resolution was to be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Mr. Dayton’s motion for the sequestra- 
tion of Brilish property, or to a separate commit- 
tee, which was insisted on by the mover, Mr. 
GOODHUE. 

A division took place upon the question of 
agreeing to Mr. Dayron’s amendment, to add, 
after the words “be referred to a Committee of 
the Whole,” the following words, viz: “to whom 
were referred the resolutions for sequestering the 
British debts ;” and the yeas and nays being called 
for, were taken—ycas 57, nays 31, as follows: 


Yxas—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, J ohn 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Thomas P. 
Carnes, Gabriel Christic, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham 
Clark, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Day- 
ton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, William Findley, 
William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, 
Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Samnel Griffin, 
William B. Grove, George Hancock, John Heath, Daniel 
Heister, William Hindman, John Hunter, Matthew 
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Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Ma- 
dison, Joseph M‘Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William 
Montgomery,Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenbery, Joseph 
Neville, Anthony New, Jobn Nicholas, Nathaniel 
Niles, Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Josiah Purker, 
Andrew Pickens, Piancis Preston, Robert Rutherford, 
Thomas Scott, John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel 
Smith, Silas Talbot, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham į 
Venablo, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard 
Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Benjamin | 
Bourne, David Cobh, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Samuel i 
Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel | 
Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin 
Goodhue, James Gordon, James Hillhouse, Henry Lati- 
mer, Amasa Learnéd. Richard Bland Lee, Francis Mal- 
bone, William Vans Murray, Theodore Sedgwick, Jere- 
miah Smith, William Sinith, Zephaniah Swift, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, Jobn E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
and John Watts, 


And then the main question being put, that “ 
| 


House do agree to the said motion for commitment, 
as amended, it was resolved in the affirmative. 


Faipay, May 16. 

A memorial of sundry merchants, and other in- 
habitants, of Boston, Charlestown, Salem, Marble- 
head, Beverly, Newburyport, Manchester, Glou- 
cester, Ipswich, and Danvers, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, whose names are thereunto subscribed, 
was presented to the House and read, praying that 
the most speedy and effectual measures may be 
adopted by Congress to obtain restitution for the 
depredations committed on their property, which, 
under color of decrees of Admiralty Courts, has 
been condemned, and adjudged forfeited, by the sub- 
jects of the King of Great Britain, and the citizens 
und subjects of other foreigu countries, Also, a 
memorial of sundry merchauts of the city of New 
York, whose names are thereunto subscribed, to the 
same effect. 

Ordered, that the said memorials be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House to whom are 
committed certain propositions for the sequestra- 
tion of the debts due from citizens of the United 
States, to the subjects of the King of Great Bri- 
tain. 

A pefition of Gurdon Backus and David Meade 
Randolph, was presented to the House and read, 
praying relicf against a judgment obtained in the 
District Court of the United States, for the State 
of Virginia, for the recovery of a bond, given by 
the petitioners, for the return of the certificate of 
registry of the sloop Rambler, late belonging to 
the petitioner Backus, which sloop was sold on 
the coast of Africa, to a foreigner; aud the said 
certificate, with a trunk and other papers stolen 
from him, by one of his seamen, and never a 


covered. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Swiet, Mr. Jeremian Suita, and Mr. Gies; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same with their opinion thereupon, to the 

ouse. 

An engrossed bill making provision for the pay- 
ment of the interest on the balances due to certain 


States, upon the final settlement of the accounts 
between the United States and the individual 
States, was read the third time. 

And on the question that the said bill do pass, it 
was resolved in the allirmative—yeas 52, nays 34— 
as follows: 

Yuras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Abraham 
Baldwin, John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, Benj. Bourne, 
Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, Abraham 
Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan 
Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dex 
ter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Alexander 
Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Benjamin Goodhue, Andrew 
Gregg, Samuel Griffin, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, 
James Hillhouse, William EHinslman, John Lunter, 
Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, 
William Lyman, Francis Malbone, Joseph M Dowell, 
William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, Natha- 
niel Niles, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Theodore 
Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, Wil- 
liam Snuth, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, Peleg Wadsworth, Jere- 
miah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and 
Richard Winn. 

Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Claiborne, Tsaac 
Coles, William J. Dawson, William Findley, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, 
James Gordon, Christopher Greenup, George MTancock, 
Danicl Ucister, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel Macon, 
Alexander Mebane, Audrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, 
Jouseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexan 
der D. Orr, John Page, Francis Preston, Thomas Scott, 
John Smilie, Silas Talbot, John E. Wan Allen, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gansbeck, Abraham Vena- 
ble, Francis*Walker, and Joseph Winston, 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have agreed to the resolution of 
this ITouse for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee to consider and report what further busi- 
ness is necessary to be done, during the present 
session, and at what time it will be proper to ad- 
journ the same; and have appointed a comumuttee 
on their part. 

CHEROKEE INDIANS. 

The House resolved itself into a Commiltee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the Message from the PRE- 
SIDENT OF THE UNITED Stres, of the thirtieth of 
January last, transmitting the copy of a Letter 
from Constant Freeman, agent for the War De- 
partment, in Georgia, relative to the Creek Indi- 
ans; -aud on the report of the committee to whom 
was referred a memorial of the Representatives of 
the people of the Territory of the United States 
South of the river Ohio. 

The Chairman, Mr. PARKER, read to the Ifouse 
one of these papers, viz: a memorial from the 
House of Representatives of the Territory Sonth- 
west of the Ohio. ‘They stated the hardships that 
the people of that conntry had suffered from the 
Cherokees. The murder of two hundred people 
of all descriptions, and the loss of two thousand 
horses, worth on an average, filty dollars each, 
formed a part of the catalogue of their misfortunes. 
They expressed their satisfaction in hearing that 
the Congress had taken measures for protecting 
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American commerce from the ravages of the Al- | tax salt, at even halfa dollar per bushel, than agree 


gerines, and hoped that while their countrymen 
in the Atlantic cities lived in safety and in luxury, 
this distant portion of the Federal Government 
would not be forgotten, or neglected. They solicit- 
ed the adoption of a more effectual system of de- 
fence. 

A report was read from the committee, who had 
been appointed to take this memorial into consider- 
ation. 

Mr. Maptsow objected to some part of the re- 

. port. It had been stated by the committee, that 
the Governor of that country should be authorized 
in case of any irruption by the Indians, to attack 
them with an armed force, and compel them to 
an observance of the treatics made with the United 
States. Mr. M. considered this language as irregu- 
lar, because by the laws, and universal sense of 
nations, when hostilitics are once commenced be- 
tween two different States, existing treaties are at 
an end; and, therefore, an armed force cannot com- 


to a land-tax. 

Mr. CLarg would be very glad to hear the gen- 
tleman from Pennsvivania [Mr. Finpuey] specify 
upon what subject he was willing to pay a tax? 
It was beyond the comprehension of Mr. C., for 
what sort of a tax the gentleman was prepared to 
vote, or, indeed, what sort of taxes the Western 
settlers of Pennsylvania pay. We lay a duty on 
sngar. They make sugar for themselves, We 
lay a tax on tobacco. They are to manufacture 
for themselves. We lay an excise on distilleries. 
| They refuse to pay this tax, and, in fact, they do 
not pay it. We tax wines; but we are told that 
these people are poor. They cannot, therefore, 
‘afford to drink wine, on which the duty is very 
heavy, for that duty is paid only by the rich. We 
tax the importation of foreign fineries, such as silk, 
| but silk also is not the dress of poor peole, so that 
| Bers again the constitugnts of the gentleman get 
off. Weare going to tax the importation of foreign 


pel the observance of old treaties, but the forma- | coals, but they have plenty of their own, and so 
tion of new ones. He stated several objections to į far from paying a tax on them, are cutting a canal 
the method pointed out in the report of the select | to bring thera down to Philadelphia ; which will 


committee for giving military aid to the back set- 
tlers. 

This discussion called up Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. 
Dayroy, and several other members. At last the 
Committce agreed to several amendments. They 
rose, and the Chairman reported. The House 
then proceeded to the consideration of the report 
of the Committee of the Whole TIouse, on this sub- 
ject. 

The resolutions were read and agreed to as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED 
Srargs be authorized to call out such number of 
the militia of the Government of the Territory 
South of the River Ohio, or of the States most con- 
yeniently situated, as may be requisite to carry on 
offensive operations against any nation or tribe of 
Indians, that may continue hostile. 

Resolved, That the Present be authorized to 
cause to be established and guarded, such military 
posts as, in his judgment, will be necessary for the 
permanent sccurity of the frontier settlers, and to 
employ one or more troops of horse, as patrols or 
rangers between the said posts. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolntion; and that Mr. CARNES, 
Mr. Brount, Mr. Mepanr, Mr. Prexexs, and Mr. 
Presroy, do prepare and bring in the same. 


REVENUE BILL. 


The Jlonse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill Jaying additional du- 
ties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels. 

The three cents per bushel of additional duty 
on galt was objected to by Mr. FixDLEY, as oppres- 
sive to his constituents. 

Mr. Amrs was convineed, that this was much 
better than a land-tax. 1t was beyond all compar- 
ison, more cheap, more certain, and more equal in 
the collection than a land tax. He would rather 


drive out the importation of forcign coals, and so 
destroy the tax altogether.” Under these circum- 
stances, Mr, C. was solicitous to learn what taxes 
the back settlers paid, for, as far as he could un- 
derstand, they paid none; and their Representative 
would do well to inform the House on what they 
were willing to pay a tax. Was Government to be 
burdened with them, aud derive no compensation ? 
Was it a sufficient reason for exempting a district 
from public burdens to say that the people are 
poor? Are taxes to be paid exclusively by the 
rich ? 

Mr. Rorueerorn objected to this duty on salt. Tt 
was often to be carricd from one to three hundred 
and fifty miles inland, and in fact, it frequently 
costs twenty shillings per bushel. No tax could be 
so universally unpopular as this would be. 

Mr. Finpiey replied to Mr. CLARK. As to sugar, 
though some of his neighbors made theirs, Mr. F. 
bought his own in Philadelphia. As to silks and 
other female fincries, his constituents did just like 
other people. They spent, in that way, as much as 
they could possibly afford, and had among them 
ladies very well dressed. As to other matters, his 
constituents purchased their manufactures in Phila- 
delphia, and paid for them, as other people did. 
Salt, he said, was known to be necessary for cattle 
in the back country. He was strongly against the 
tax. 

Mr. Grito likewise opposed the tax on salt. Tt 
had heen proposed in the State which he represent- 
ed, hnt never could be carried through. 

On a division, -it was rejected ; ayes 32, noes 47. 

A motion was made for striking out twenty-five 
cents per ton of additional tonnage, on foreign ves- 
sels, in order to insert fifty. 

It was passed in fhe negative; aves $9, noes 41. 

After going through the bill, the Committce rose, 
and the House went into consideration of the 
amendments made in Committee of the Whole. 

On the subject of an additional duty on coal im- 
ported, Mr. Giczs said, that the rise was very mo- 
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derate from four and an half to six cents per ton. 
A Boston company was about, as he understood, tu 
embark in this business, but waited to see the steps 
taken by Congress. There was as much coal in 
Virginia as would serve all America, and Europe 
besides. 

Mr. Wapsworta would have the additional 
duty restricted to all coal imported in foreign ves- 
sels. 

Mr, Hersrer wanted to know, whether the price 
of coal had not been already doubled within these 
few years. He was informed that coal imported had 
of late risen from six dollars per ton, to twelve dol- 
lars and a half. 

Mr. Frrastmons said, that a few years would put 
an end to importation altogether. He defended the 
tax. He saw no danger to any of the manufactures 
in America, that make use of foreign coal arising 
from this tax. Nothing but a capital was wanting 
to make America supply herself. 

Mr. Surrsuaxe recommended the amendment of 
Mr. Waoswortu, as to the restriction of this duty 
to furcign bottoms, 

Mr. Mavison worded this amendment ‘on all 
vegsels not belonging to citizens of the United 
States ;” because forcign bottoms might belong to 
people of this country, Ie was not solicitous about 
the fate of the motion. The amendment was lost ; 
but the original motion was carricd. 

Another amendment was, “after the fourth sec- 
tion to add six cents additional per ton on Ameri- 
can tonnage.” 

Mr. Goopnunr considered that nothing could be so 
sore upon our merchants, as this burden at this 
time, when half our shipping are iu the hands of 
the Algerines or the British. 

It passed in the negative—yeas 39, nays 45—as 
follows: 

Yras—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas 
Claiborne, Jonathan Dayton, George Deut, William 
Findley, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, James Gor- 
don, Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, George 
Hancock, Thomas Hartley, Daniel Heister, Jun Hun- 
ter, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel 
Macon, Joseph M’Dowell, Alexander Mebane, Peter 
Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Nathaniel 
Niles, Alexauder D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Francis 
Tiestun, Israel Smith, William Smith, Silas Talbot, 
Uriah Tracy, John E. Van Allen,Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Peleg Wadsworth, Francis Walker, and Joseph Winston. 

Navs.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinol, Benjamin 
Bourne,Gabriel Christie, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, 
Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, Henry Dear- 
born, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight 
Foster, Fzekiel Gilbert, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gil- 
map, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, Christopher 
Greenup, John Heath, James Hillhouse, Amasa Learoed, 
William Lyman, James Madison, Francis Malbone, 
William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, William Vans 
Murray, John Nicholas, John Page, Josiah Parker, Ro- 
bert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, ‘Theodore Sedgwick, 
John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Jeremiah smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Jonathan Trumbull, 
Abraham Venable, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Jolu Watts, 
Benjamin Williams, and Richard Wino. 7 


Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 


ments agreed to, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 


Saturpay, May 17. 


An engrossed bill laying additional duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or ves- 
sels, was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Warram Smiri from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill laying certain duties upon 
manufactured tobacco and refined sugar ; which wag 
read the first timc; and opposition being made to 
the same, the question was stated, to wit: ‘Shall 
the said bill be rejected ?” 


TOBACCO AND SUGAR DUTIES. 


The bill laying a duty on tobacco manufactured, 
and sugar retined, in the United States, was read 
a second time. 

Mr. Lymay opposed its passing to a third read- 
ing, on the ground that those articles deserve yet 

! the fostering care of Government, and are entirely 
incapable of bearing such a burden; for, even now, 
| 


notwithstanding the present protecting dulics, they, 
especially the article of manufactured snuff, are yet 
imported. Ife also objected to the bill, from the 
exceptionable nature of an excise. 

Some objections were made to the propricty of 
opposing the bill in its present stage. 

Mr. Cuark thought the bill unnecessary, because 
the two-and-a-half per cent of additional impost 
would supply all the wants of the public, He 
thought that the bill had an immoral tendency, be- 
cause it tempted men to perjure themselves. lt was 
oppressive, as making every man’s house liable to 
be searched at midnight, He thought it also would 
produce an expensive mode of collection, Tic, there- 
fore, objected against it, as unnecessary, of an im- 
moral tendency, as oppressive and expensive. Ile 
had always voted against it, and he always should 
persist in voting against it. 

Mr. Ames pressed the necessity for money, and 
the want of other funds to discharge the services 
of the current year. He said, that to impose taxes 
was an unpopular office, and exposed members to 
dislike. Perhaps they might be persecuted ; but 
it was still requisite for members to perform their 
duty. IIc had a greater repugnance to the excise 
as established in Europe; but in America it was 
of a different nature. To reject the present bill 
would place the finances of this country in a very 
alarming point of view. If this bill was thrown 
out, we might bid farewell to firm and determined 
measures. We must go home when we arc to lay 
a tax, and ask the people whether or not they 
like it. 

Mr. Nicnonas went into the old arguments 
against excise. He was severe on the general char- 
acter of excise officers, whom he represented as the 
dregs of society. Very few persons in America 
would accept of such an office at all, and those who 
accepted of it, are by no means of a respectable 
rank in life. 

Mr, Kirzstmons. There are as good men em- 
ployed in the collection of the revenue as any 
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others in the country, not excepting the gentleman 
himself; and men who are ag well liked by their 
neighbors, 

Mr. W. Smu. The rejection of the bill at 
this time will not decide the principle of excise ; 
if rejected, it will not be owing to the arguments 
against it, but to the absence of a great many 
members, who never dreamed that the question 
would have been brought on to-day, and who do 
not even know that the bill has been so much as 
reported. ‘The practice is uncandid, and unpre- 
cedented, to endeavor to reject a bill at this stage, 
befure it has been printed, and the members know 
ils coutents. 
House, to reject the bill without any further con 
sideration than one reading, for the sake of form, 
a reading to which nobody had listened ! How 
was this to settle the principle of excise? Was it 
not already settled in the Constitution and by ex- 
isting laws? Bul a new argument had been this 
day resorted to; there was a surplus of revenue 
in the Treasury, without new taxes, and this had 
been discovered, since this tax had been agreed to. 
If this argument was founded in fact, it would put 
an end to all debates on all the new taxes; but 
what was this notable discovery? an additional 
two-and-a-half per cent. on impost. This was no 
discovery which could change the question, for it 
was agreed to, before the duty on manufactured 
tobacco and sugar; and the latter had been there- 
fore established by the House, with a knowledge 
that the former was laid. He asked, if, in the 
present situation of the country, all dependence 
was to be placed on commerce? How could cer- 
tain members reconcile this proceeding with their 
former votes and language? But the other day we 
were to prohibit all commercial intercourse, to se- 
quester debts, and to prepare for war. Now, we 
are to derive the whole of the revenues from trade ; 
the same gentlemen who urged these measures 
were now defeating every kind of revenue, which 
might be productive. There was something so 
extraordinary in this, that he could not account 
for it. It was said, that the Committee of Ways 
and Means ought not to have reckoned on a defal- 
cation, in the impost of $1,300,000, but the gentle- 
men assign no reasons for their assertion, where- 
as the committee founded their report on the best 
information. Admit, however, that it is doubt- 
ful; was it safe, in the present critical state of the 
country, to place all dependence on external re- 
sources, which were every moment in danger of 
being cut off? Did not duty require a provision 
for the defence and sxfety of the United States, by 
internal resources? This was certain, that the 
extra appropriations of this year exceeded those 
of any former year by two millions and a half of 
dollars. Where was the money to coma from? 
The members in opposition to this tax, voted out 
land and salt; they endeavored to vote out stamps 
and carriages. They will agree to nothing but 
impost. Are the merchants to be saddled with 
the whole burden, because, like friends to order 
and tranquility, they have not called town mert- 
ings, or published inflammatory resolves? It is 
said, war is no longer expected; this country is 


Was it fair and consistent, in a thin ! 


willing to submit to every thing. Was this in- 
sinuation pointed at Congress or the Executive? 
It was unfounded in either case; because negotia- 
tion was tried, it did not follow that either the one 
or the other branch of the Government were dis- 
posed tamely to submit to injury; for himself, he 
was ready to aver that, if proper reparation were 
not obtained, he should be for war. The balance 
now being trembling on its beam; and no one 
could say whether it would settle for peace or war, 
he was for preparing seriously for the latter, while 
we strove to preserve the former, Pecuniary ex- 
ertions were indispensable; it might be a pleasant 
thing to oppose taxes, and the advocates of new 
taxes might be obnoxious, but this would not draw 
him from his duty. The increase of excise officers 
had been mentioned; the bill did not propose a 
single one; the bad character of the excise officers 
had been mentioned; the supervisors were among 
the most respectable men in the United States, 
and the inspectors were as virtuous as the officers 
of the customs. The embarrasaments, the taking 
of oaths, &c., were not more applicable to manu- 


facturers than to merchants and captains, who 


could not enter, or unlade, or clear out, without 
difficulties, embarrassments, and oaths; but this 
was disregarded, as if they had less feeling than 
other people. As to the injury to morals, the ne- 
cessary oaths required by all revenue laws were 
not injurious to the morals of the honest, and those 
who swore to the truth; and, as to those who were 
disposed to commit frauds and perjuries, no injury 
vould be done to the morals of these who had 
none. Mr. S. wished that less had been said in 
the way of general reflection on the Collectors of 
the revenue. Some years ago, a member of that 
Iouse, when they were at New York, attacked the 
tide-waiters, There happened to be a tide-waiter 
in the gallery, who wrote, next day, a pretty smart 
letter to the member, who had spoken so freely of 
his profession. 

Mr. Nixes hoped that no gentleman would say, 
that he wished to see the Treasury empty. He 
would, for his own part, be glad to know whether 
there was a deficiency or nol, clearly stated. He 
did not sec so much as some others did, in the ob- 
jections to an excise. It was called un excise, it 
was true, but we do not know yet the way in 
which it is to be levied; sọ, we cannot tell whether 
there will be any hardship in it or not. He went 
over some of the statements of different gentle- 
men, but on the whole, there was so much contra- 
diction in the assertions of different members, thal 
Mr. N. knew not what to make of them. 

Mr. Boupryot moved that the House adjourn, 
which they did iminediately, at three o'clock. 


—_——— 


Monpay, May 19. 


A memorial of the inhabitants of the town of 
Salem, in the State of Massachusetts, was pre- 
sented to the [louse and read, praying a further 
continuation of the Embargo laid ou ships or ves- 
sels in the ports of the United States, bound to any 
foreign port or place. Laid on the table. 
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IMPRESSMENT OF AMERICAN SEAMEN. 


Mr. Murray moved, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to report a bill to provide such regulations 
as may enable American seamen to obtain and 
carry evidence of citizenship, for the purpose of 
protecting them from impressment into foreign 
service. He said, that it was a reasonable expect- 
ation that the subject of this resolution should be 
seriously attended to, at any time; but there were 
the most urgent reasons for an attention to the 
situation of our fellow-citizens of this description 
at the present period. That the evil of impress- 
ment into foreign service existed, no gentleman 
could doubt, and it was equally doubtless, that it 
was the duty of Congress, as far as they could, to 
provide a remedy for the evil. A few years since, 
when Britain armed her navy against Spain, on 
the Nootka-Sound question, it had been the fate 
of several hundreds of the American seamen to 
be impressed into a service which they abhorred. 
For a proof of this fach, he would recal the re- 
membrance of the House, to the chuim made by 
Mr. Cutting for repayment of money actually es- 
pended by him, in the liberation of seamen in this 
humiliating situation. Congress repaid Mr, Cut- 
ting two thousand dollars. That they had thus 
attended to this claim was proof that the fact com- 
plained of existed, The evil arose, not more from 
the extreme insolence of disposition of the press- 
gangs, than from a real difticulty of discriminating 
American citizens from British subjects. The 
difficulty was, in similarity of language, dress, and 
manners; and from the deficiency of evidence of 
citizenship, which, in a foreign port, could not al- 
ways be obtained. For, though the Lords of the 
Admiralty of England had laid down certain rules, 
in the case that he had mentioned, the rules 
laid down had exacted so rigid and pointed an 
oath, from personal knowledge, that they scarcely 
could, in any case, be complied with. A captain 
might, in many instances, beliere his sailor to be 
an American, and yet not think himself warrant- 
ed in making oath to this fact. The object of his 
Tesolution was, that seamen, who are American 
citizens, might all pursue a uniform line of evi- 
dence in proof of citizenship, and that, by an entry 
of such evidence solemnly obtained in the clear- 
ances or other authentic papers of the ship, the 
same weight and authority should be given to 
their parl of a ship's papers as were, in all cases, 
given to all sea letters and other papers. He be- 
lieved that, if the subject wenl to a select com- 
inittee, a particular regulation on this subject might 
be digested, whieh would, in many cases, if not in 


all, alford such good evidence of citizenship, as | venue, 
would save American seamen from the injustice | taxes. 


and cruelty that many, he believed, now actually 
suffered under; for he had heard that a nomber 


of them had been impressed in the West Indies on | property h 


board of the British fleet. He was not so san- 
guine as to imagine, that any law could give full 
protection to our seamen; for he was convinced 
that, in order to give complete protection, certain 
rules of evidence must first be rceognised, by Con- 
vention between this country and Britain, stipu- 
lating the extent of certain political principles re- 


— EC 


lative to alienage and allegiance. Till, however, 
that is done, he thought it the duty of Congress, 
and particularly, at this disturbed period, to afford 
every aid in its power to this class of citizens. To 
bring the subject before the House, he had moved 
the resolution, which he gave notice, that he would 
call up to-morrow. 


TOBACCO AND SUGAR DUTIES. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the bill for laying a duty on manufactured tobacco 
and refined sugar, which had been debated and 
postponed on Saturday. 

Mr. Goopace wished for a delay. Hoe had seen 
a gentleman from Pennsylvania, last night, whom 
he did not now see in his place in the House, and 
who was making ont an estimate, whether the 
money proposed to be raised by these taxes would 
be wanted or not. If they could really do with- 
out the money, it would be better to reject the 
bill. 

Mr. Saernurse thought that the question might 
be delayed, till it was seen, whether the sums, to be 
produced by this bill, would be actually required, or 
not. 

Mr. Dayrov believed that the money was want- 
ed. IJe would therefore vote for the bill, It was 
incumbent on gentlemen who objected to the bill, 
to show that the money would not be wanted. 

Mr. Smis and Mr. Let rose at the same time. 

The Speaker observed, that Mr. Sarum had 
risen first. 

Mr. Les said, that the gentleman from Penn- 
gylvania had already spoke twice on thia subject; 
and he insisted for order, [Mr. L. referred to 
the proceedings of Saturday, for Mr. Serie had 
not spoke any before, this day.} Our time, said 
Mr. L., is too precious to be wasted in talking, 
when every gentleman is competent to give his vote 
already. Tall for the question, His opinion was, 
that the money was not yet wanted; and thut it 
was being too provident to vote for taxes, before 
they were required by necessity. 

Mr. W. Sarit contended, that there would be « 
very considerable deficiency. He asked, who would 
lend us money, if there was such a difficulty in es- 
tublishing funds to pay the interest of it? 

Mr. Wapsworti hoped that the bill would not 
be altogether thrown aside. ‘here was part of it 
that he approved, and part of it that he did not 
perfectly approve. In discussing this question, 
much stress has been laid upon the two-and-a-half 
per cent, of additional impost on importations, as 
if that would be a fund for the increase of re- 
and supersede the necessity for some other 
Mr. W. assigned his reasons for believing 
that this supposition was perfectly chimencal, 
Within the last six months, American vessels and 
ad been captured by the British priva- 
teera in the West Indies, to the extent of one mil- 
lion. of dollars. This will make the importations 
less, by at least five hundred thousand dollars, and, 
of consequence, destroy a great part both of the 
old and new impost. Property to the extent of 
one-fourth of a million of dollars, perhaps, had 
likewise been seized by the Spaniards, and other 
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nations hed most likely taken as much more. The 
total loss to American commerce could not, there- 
fore, be less than fifteen hundred thousand dollars. 
The imposts on importations must, therefore, be 
very much reduced; as from Britain, for example, 

there would not, in his judgment, be one-fourth 
part of the imports, from this time to the first of 
December, that had been formerly. And no man 
could imagine that, at the most, they would ex- 
ceed one-half cf their former amount. The British 
merchants would be afraid, on account of the mat- 
ters that had been proposed. These people, they 
would say, have been laying cinbargocs, and speak- 
ing of sequestration and indemnification. We 
must be cautious. Mr. W. added, that it was pos 

sible enough, that America might, in the Fall, be 
at war with Britain; and then impost and import- 
ation will fall together. ‘These were his motives | 
for believing that the two-and-a-half per cent. 
would be of no great consequence, It had been 
said, that the ten per cent. would produce a large 
augmentation. He did not, from the diminished 
quantity of imports, believe that it would be so 
muck, by twenty or thirty per cent, as the old se- 
ven-and-a-half duty had produced. Mr, W. next 
reverted to the bill before the House. One part 
of it (the duty on snuf} he could not agree to. 
The other part, refined sugars, would fall on those 
who could afford to pay it, and after all that had 
been said against this bill, he was firmly convinced, 

that, so far from injuring the manufacture, it 
would thrive the better for this tax. He, on this 
account, hoped, that the bill would pass, in spite 
of his objection to some things that might, per- 
haps, be corrected, Ie then replied to the com- 

plaints of some gentlemen, who, as an excuse for 
repeating over and over again, their former argu- 
ments and opinions, observed, that they had not 
received an answer. It was very likely that they 
might think so, and he, for his part, did not think 
that he had beer answered. This kind of reason- 
ing had no end, Perhaps it was impossible for 
him, or gentlemen of his sentiments, to answer the 
opposite side of the question. And, again, perhaps 
the gentlemen of the opposite opinion could not 
answer them. The matter must rest there, and 
the question come to a vote. 

Mr. Frezsimoxs was convinced that there was a 
deficiency, and a great one. But he was not fully 
prepared to'speak upon the subject; though he 
was sure of the fact. He did not wish to hurry the 
subject. The bill might be printed. 

Mr. Nicuonas was sorry to have learned that 
he had, on Saturday, made a gencral reflection on 
a profession of men. With some gentlemen, in 
the line referred to, he had as strict a friendship 
as with any persons on earth. He said, that ten 
lines of figures, which ko had in his hand, would 
satisfy the Mouse, that the taxes in the present ; 
bill are not wanted. Ic then began a detail of | 
considerable length, te which Mr. Firzsnioxs 
replied. 

Mr. Tracy. One gentleman says that we have 
a surplus of three millions; another, that we have 
a surplus of one million. Jt is very strange for 
gentlemen tv be coming forward in this stage of 
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the debate, and to say that money is not wanted, 
after the want of money has heen so frequently 
advanced. and admitted, in the House. It is un- 
accountable, that there should be a contradiction 
on a point of this nature. He next went into a 
lone series of calculations. 

He objected to the estimate of the impost of 
1793, that was reckoned upon for the current ex- 
penses of 1794 A great part of this impost was 
still due, by bonds. ‘The persous who had given 
these bonds were, many of them, broke by the 
British depredations in the West Indies ; and, in 
fact, a large proportion of that impost never would 
be paid in te the Collectors of the revenue. 

He was displeased with the way in which some 
gentlemen had spoken of the national debt. Ue 
had no sharo, for his own part, as a creditor; but 
a part of his property must go to the discharge of 
it, and he should cheerfully pay it. He did not 
agree with those gentlemen who, in the event of 
a peace, would not wish to replenish the Treasury. 
It was curious, that the House had now been as- 
sembled for nearly six months; and that their 
chief object had been to discover ways and means 
for raising public money. A bill for that purpose 
had been brought in; and just when it was on the 
point of being passed, we wake a sudden and won- 
derful discovery, that no money is wanted; but 
that we lave an overplus of three millions of dol- 
lars. The thing cannot he. ‘The calculations are 
not founded on truth, He did not believe that 
members understood the bill, Ie could demon- 
strate, that there was occasion for a supply of 
money. 

Mr. Manison thought, that the arguments on 
each side of this question might be reduced to a 
narrow compass. If peace cuntinues, he supposed 
it likely that the revenue would not fall so far 
short, as the Committee had apprehended. But if 
there was a war, the expense would much exceed 
anything yet thought of. He was for laying aside 
the subject at present, and if a rupture with Eng- 
land should ensue, he would then recommerd, at 
once, a direct tax, and that these excise acts should 
be entirely thrown aside. lf there was no ar, 
he believed that no new taxes were required, let 
the matter, therefore die, as to the present. He 
disapproved the principle of the tax, and should, 
on that account, think himself justified in voting 
against it. 

Mr, Ginuon rose, and replied to several gen- 
tlemen, who were for the excise on tobacco, 
snuif and loaf and lump sugar ; and observed, that 
he had partly obtained his object, by drawing gen- 
tlemen ferward, with the calculations which had 
heen kept back. But as the gentlemen, after hav- 
ing, by their own account, been three months on 
this subject, avowed that his request of detailing 
those large sums came rather unexpected, and 
that they wished to have more time to make their 
calculations, he bad nat much objection to let this 
bill have a second reading; but he hoped they 
would be accurate, in propurtion to the time taken 
to preface them. As to the idca of our gencral 
taxes not taking place until the first of next March, 
that had no weight with him; because he knew 
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Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Sam- 
uel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekich 
Gilbert, James Gillespie. Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, 


the Civil List for the year was not all then due,| 
nor would all the sum for military and naval pre- 
parations be to be paid down, the day the ore was ert, 
dug for the guns, nor on the day that the first tree | Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Samuel Griffin, 
was cut to begin the frigates. j X illam parry Toe Thomas Hartley, m I- 
a at the s s F | house, William Hindman, John Hunter, Henry Latimer, 
aa oS Tou meh eon pai Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, 
se Hak! sree nee bethe: Glander of air zs Fraucis Malbone, Alexander Mebane, William Vane 
men A SIE Ae I 7 | Murray, Alexander D. Orr, Andrew VPicken+, Theodore 
chants’ property. He was happy to find that pen: i Sedgwick, Jobn S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, Isracl 
tlemen had not lost sight of the serious applica- Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swifi, Silas Talbot, 
tions they had received from that respectable and George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trembull, 
utile body (the merchants) for redress ; and he | John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wads- 
should take care to remind gentlemen of their own : worth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John 
observations, when the requests of the merchants | Watts, and Benjamin Williams, 
were brought forward, as it was clear something | 


must be done, either Ly restitution on the debts to 
be sequestered, a loan for them under the guarantee 
of the Union, or by prolonging the tac to a re- 
mote period, of paying the duties that they ow ed. 


The said bill was then read the second time, and 
| ocdered to be committed to a Committee of the 
| Whole ITouse on Wednesday next. 

' The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


i x : A fe 
He was accused of making wonder/ul discoveries, of the Whole Honse on the bill sent from the Senate, 


making calculations not founded in truth. The 
latter he denicd, for, if there is any untruth in 
them, it cannot be on his side, but must have arisen 
from the Committee; thercfore, to them be the 
untruth applicable, as he did not make use of a 
figure but what they placed in their report. 

Ie still retained his opinion, that surplus reve- 
nue was dangerous in the hands of any Govern- 
ment. What did they want to do with it? He 
hoped nothing else but to buy up the national 
funded deht as cheap as they could, which act was 
pardonable, only by the intent, he presumed, they 
must feel of at last doing justice to our late ar- 
mics. His meaning was, that the profits arising 
from this speculation shouid be kept as a sacred 
deposite, out at interest, and that interest to be 
employed towards paying off the interest duc on 
the principal losses which our brave officers and 
soldiers had met with, by being obliged to part 
with their shares of pay at a very inferior value. 
This you may better pay to patriotism and misfor- 
tune, than pay to speculators. 

Mr. Tracy. 
language is too indecorous Lo be used by me, to any 
gentleman on this floor, If anything of that kind 
has escaped from me, I am ready to ask the gen- 
tleman’s pardon. I have the highest respect for 
his character. 

And the question was then put, Shall this bill 
be rejected? it passed in the negative—yeas 31, 
nays 56, as follows : 


Yeas*Thomas Blount, Thumas P. Carnes, Gabriel 


entitled “An act prohibiting, for a limited time, 

| the exportation of arms and ammunition, and en- 
: couraging the importation of the same; and, after 
| some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had had the said bill under 
consideration, and made no amendment thereto. 

The said bill was then read the third time, and 
passed, 

Ordered, That the report of the Scerctary of 
the Treasury on the representation of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Kentucky, concerning the 
| expenses of certain expeditions carried on against 
ithe Indians since the year ove thousand seven 
l hundred and eighty-five, which lay on the table, 
! be referred to Mr. Greenup, Mr. Mitnuocse, and 
; Mr. VEvaBLE; tbat they do examine the matter 
! thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 

Mr. Tausot, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to authorize the settlement of the 
account of Lewis Dahois, for his services in the 
late Army of the Uinted States; which was twice 


If Lhave said what is alleged, the | Ted, and committed. 


Mr. Lyman, from the Joint Committee appoint- 
| ed to consider and report what further business is 
necessary to he done during the present session, 
and at what time it will be proper to adjourn the 
same, made a report; which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The [House proceeded to consifer the report of 
l the committee to whom wag referred the motion 
| of the 12th instant, directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to furnish the Executives of the several 


Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abrabam Clark, Isaac ' States with a copy of the book marked A, deposited 

Coles, William Findley, William B. Giles, Alexander | in ihe Treasury Department by the Commission- 

Gillon, Andiew Gregg, Danie] Meister. William Lyman, ! erg who settled the accounts between the indivi- 

Nathaniel Macen, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, | düa States and tue United States which lav ön 
al States d States, y 


William Montgomery. Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlen- 
berg, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, | 
Jaaah Parker, Francis Preston, Robert Ruthieriard, | 
Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Thomas Tredwell, Aba- 
ham Venable, Fraucis Walker, Richard Winu, and Jo- l 
seph Winston. 


Nays.—limber Ames, Jan:es Armstrong, Theodorus 
Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John Deatty. lias Boudi- 
not, Benjamin Ronrue. Lambert Cadwalader, David 


Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, William J. Pawson, | 


| the table: Whereupon, 


Resolved, by the Senate aud THovse of Repre- 
sentateres of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the Preswexr or THE 
UXITED STATES be requested to cause such of the 
Executives of the several States as may apply for 
the same, to be furnished with a copy of the book 
marked A, deposited in the ‘Treasury Department 
by the Commissioners who settled the accounts 
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between the United States and the individual | time, it passed in the negative. And so the said 
States. bill was rejected. 
AUGMENTATION OF THE ARMY. 

The House resolved itself into a GCommittce of : ; 
the Whole House on the bill to augment the mili-| Mr. Carxes, fram the committee appointed, pre- 
tary force of the United States; and, after some | sented a bill for the more cffectual protection of the 
time spent therein, the Chairman reported that the | Southwestern frontier settlers; which was read 
Committee had had thesaid bill under consideration, | twice and committed. : f 
and made amendment thereto; which was read, as| Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 


Trespay, May 20. 


follows: report a bill to regulate the mode in which Ame- 
Strike out the first section of the bill, in the | rican scamen may be furnished with evidence of 
words following, to wit: citizenship, for the purpose of protecting them 


against impressment in foreign service; and that 
Mr. Murray, Mr. Tracy, and Mr. Gintox, be the 
said committee, 

The House resolved itscif into a Committee of 
the Whole Ilouse on the bill granting relicf 10 
James Bell; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
had the said bill under consideration, and made 
no amendment thereto. And, on the question that 
the said bill be engrossed and read the third time, 
it passed in the negative. And so the said bill was 
rejected. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or THE UNITED States: 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate und House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there shall be raised, for the term of 
years, or during a wat which may break eut be 
tween the United States and any Kuropean Power, an 
additions] military force, consisting of twenty-five thou- 
sand non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, 
together with a proper proportion of commissioned offi- 
vers of all grades, respectively, according to the present 
Military Establishment of the United States :” 

` And on the question that the IJouse do agree 
with the Committee of the Whole House in the said 
amendment, it was resolved in the affirmative, 

A motion was then made and seconded to amend 
the said bill, by inserting, in licu, of the section 
strichen oul, the following section, to wit: 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there shall be raised, upon the terms 
and conditions hereafter mentioned, an additional pro- 
visional military force, to consist of —— non-commis- 
sioned ollicers, privates, and musicians, together with a 
proper portion of commissioned officers: ” 


ec 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the [louse of Representatives : 

In the communications which [ have made to Con- 
gress during the present session relative to foreign 
nations, 1 have omitted wo opportunity of testifying 
my auxiety to preserve the United States in peace. 
Lt is peculiarly, therefore, my duty, at this time, to lay 
before you the present state of ecrtain hostile threats 
against the territories of Spain in our neighborhood. 

The ducuments which accompany this Message de- 
velope the measures which I have taken to suppress 
them, and the intelligence which bas been lately re- 
ceived. 

It will be scen from thence that the subject has not 
been neglected; that every power vested in the Exe- 
cutive on such occasions has been exerted; and that 
there was reason to believe that the enterprise projected 
against the Spanish dominions was relinquished. 

But it appears to have been revived upon principles 
which set public order at defiance, and place the peace 
of the United States in the discretion of unauthorized 
individuals, The means already deposited in the dif- 
ferent departments of Governinent are shown, by ex- 
perience, not to be adequate to these high exigencies, 
although such of them as are ludged in the hauds of une 
Exccutive shall continue to be used with promptness, 
energy, and decision, proportioned to the case. But [ 
am impelled, by the position of our pubhe affairs, to 
recommend that provision be made for a stronger and 
mare vigorous opposition than can be given to such 
hostile movements under the laws, as they now stand. 

A WASHINGTON. 

Uxrreen Srares, May 20, 1794. 

The Message and papers were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itsclf into a Committee of 


Tt passed in the negative—ycas 30, nays 50, as 
follows : 

Yaas.— Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Benjamin Bourne, 
David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Jonathan Daytou, George 
Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight 
Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Benjamin Goodhue, James 
Gordon, James Hillhouse, William Tlindman, Amasa 
Learned, Richard Bland Jace, Francis Malbone, William 
Vans Murray, Theodore Sedgwick, William Smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy. Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter 
Van Gaasbeek, Jeremiah Wadsworth, and John Watts. 

Nays.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Thomas P.” Carnes, 
Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, 
Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, Willam J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, Wiliam Findley, Wuham B. Giles, James 
Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Ileury 
Glenn, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Wuhham 
Barry Grove, Damel Heister, John Hunter, Matthew 
Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, Janes Ma- 
dison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William 
Monrgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Jo- 
ecph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexauder 
D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, Robert luther 
ford, Thomas Scott, John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, 
Isracl Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, | the Whole Mouse on the bili to compensate Arthur 
Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, Richard Winn, | St, Clair; and, after some time spent. therein, the 
Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston, Chairman reported that the Committee had had 

And then the question being put that the said | the said bill under considcration, and made no 
bill, as amended, be engrossed and read the third ! amendment thereto. 
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Tt was then moved and seconded to amend the: 
said bill at the Clerk's table, by striking out the | 
second clause, in the words following, to wit: 

“That he be further allowed at the rate of dol- 
lars per day, from the tenth day of June, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty eight, to the —— day of May. 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, being the 
time he was employed in the business of Indian treaties, 
and till the delivery of the said treaties to the President 
of the United States :” 


And on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—ycas 25, nays 55, as follows: 


Yras—Abraham Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Thomas i 
P. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, Joshua Coit, Jonathan | 
Dayton, George Dent, James Gurdon, George Hancock, i 
James Hullhouse, John Ifunter, Matthew Poeke, Na- 
thamel Macon, Josepli McDowell, Alexander Mebane, | 
Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathame] Niles, Franeis 
Preston, Israel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, brah Traey, 
Thomas Tredwell, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph 
Winston, | 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Jaumea Armstrong, Theodorus 
Bailey, John Beatty, Elias Boudivot, Lambert Cadwa- 
lader, Gabriel Christie, Abrabam Clark, David Cobb, 
Peleg Uofin, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, Wiliam Findley, ‘Thomas Fitzsimons, Eze- 
kiel Gilbert, William UB. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Ni- 
cholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Christopher (reenup, | 
Audrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William B. Grove, | 
Thomas Harley, William Uindinan, Julm Wilkes Kit- 
tera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Francis Malbune, 
William Montgomery. Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans 
Murray, Joseph Neville, Alexauder D. Orr, Josiah Par 
ker, Andrew Piehens, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, 
Theodore Sedgwick, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, Silas 
Talbot, George Thatcher, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. : 
Van Alien, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, . 
Abrahan Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads- ! 
worth, Francia Walker, Artemas Ward, Johu Watts, | 
and Richard Winn. 

Another motion was then made and sezonded 
to amend the said bill, by striking out, in the third ; 
clause, the words ‘‘for a negro killed in defence of | 
the public stores, the suin of two hundred dollars.” 
And on the question thereupon, it was resolved in 
the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the said bill, as amended, be eu- 
grossed and read the third time to-morrow. ' 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of! 
the Whole House on the bill making further pro- - 
vision for securing and ecollceting the duties on 
foreign and domestic aislilled spirits, stills, wines, | 
and teas; and, after some time spent therein, the | 
Committee rose and reported progress. 


Wepnespay, May 21. | 


An engrossed bill to compensate Arthur St, 
Clair was read the third time and passed, by the 
following vote; 


Yras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Theodorus 
Bailey, Abrabam Baldwin, John Beatty, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, Ca- 
briel Christie, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, William Findley, Thomas Fitzamons, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Alexander | 
Gillon, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry 


Grove, Thomas Hartley, Daniel Tetter, William Hind- 
man, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amaza 
Learned, Richard Bland Lec, Francis Malbone, William 
Montgomery, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Joseph Neville, Alexapder D. Orr, Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, 


‘John Smilie, William Smith, Silas Talbot, George 


Thatcher, Jonathan Trumbull, Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Abrabam Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wade 
worth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Richard 
Winn—hv. 

Nays._-Thomas Blount, Thomas Claiborne, Joshua 
Coit, William J.‘ Dawson, Jonathan Dayton, Ceorge 
Dent, James Gordon, George Hancoek, James Till- 
house, Jobn Hunter, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, 
Nathaniel Maeon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Me- 
bane, Anthony New, Johr» Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
Franeis Preston, Israel Smith, Zepbaniah Swift, Uriak 
Tracy, Thomas Tredwell, John E. Van Allen, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Wiuston—27. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to authorize the set- 
tlement of the aceount of Lewis Dubois, for his 
services in the late Army of the United States; 
and, after some time spent thercin, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the gaid bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto, 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read 
the third time to-day. 

Mr. Cuang, from the cousmittee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to alter the tine for the next annua’ 
meeting of Congress; which was read twiec, and 
ordered to be engrossed and read the third time 
to-day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate 
entitled “An act to make provision for the widow 
and orphan children of Robert Forsyth, who was 
killed in the service of the United States ;” and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bil} 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 

And on the question that the said bill be read the 
third time, it passed in the negative—yeas 87, nays 


40, as follows: 


Yras.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, 'Fhowas P. Carnes, Pa- 
vid Cobb, Peleg Coffin, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, William Findley, Ezekiel Gilbert, Alexander 
Gillon, Nicholas Gilman. Leary Glenn, Andrew Gregg, 
Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, Thomas Hart- 
ley, William Hindman, John Hunter, Henry Latimer, 
Amasa learned, Richard Bland Lee, Franeis Malbone, 
Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, Josiah Par- 
ker, Silas Talbot, George Thateher, Uriah ‘Pracy, dona- 

han Trumbull, John b. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaas- 
beek, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Johu 
Watts, and Richard Winn. 


Nays.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Gabriel Christie, homas Clai- 
borne, Abraham Clark, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, George 
Dent, Wilham B. Giles, James Gillespie, Benjamin 
Goodhue, Christopher Greenup, George Hancock, 
James Hillhouse, John Wilkes Kittera, Matthew Locke, 
William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, Joseph McDowell, 
Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, Juseph Ne- 
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ville, Anthony New, Joku Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, he House resolved itself into a Committee of 
Alexander D. Orr, Francis Preston, John S. Sherburne, | the Whole House on the bill making further provi- 
Jeremiah Snitk, Israel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Thomas | sion for securing and collecting the duties on fo- 
Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable. | reien and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
Francis Walker, Artemas Ward, Benjamin Williams, | and teas’; and, after same time spent therein, the 
and Joseph Winston Chairman reported that the Committee had had 

Resolved, That the said bill be rejected. the said bill under consideration, and made several 

An engrossed bill to authorize the settlement of | amendments thereto. 
the account of Lewis Dubois, for his services in Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
the late Army of the United States, was read the | ments, de lie on the table. 
third time and passed. A message from the Senate informed the House, 

An engrossed bill to alter the time for the next | that the Senate have disagreed to the resolution of 
annnal meeting of Congress was read the third į this [fouse for furnishing the Executives of the 
time and passed. several States with a copy of the book marked Å, 

Resolved, That the Presmeyr of the Senate and | deposited in the Treasury Department by the 
the Srraxre of the House of Representatives be | Commissioners who settled the accounts between 
authorized to close the present session, by adjourn- | the United States and the individual States. The 
ing thoir respective Houses on the third day of | Senate have agreed to the resolution of this House, 
June next. í authorizing the Present of the Scnate and 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry | Seaakun of the House of Representatives to close 
the said resolutien to the Senate, and desire thcir | the present session by adjourning their respective 
concurrence. Mouses on the third day of June next. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
tee of the Whole House on the bill making further | from the Attorney-General accompanying a table 
provision for securing and collecting the duties on | of costs and fees for the Courts of the United 
foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, | States, made in pursuauce of the resolution of this 
and teas; and, after some time spent therein, the | House, of the eleventh of January, one thousand 
Comunittee rose and reported progress. seven hundred and ninety-threc; which were read, 

The following Message was received from the|and ordered to be referred to Mr. Bovpinor, Mr. 
PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES: Wirum Surra, and Mr. KITTEBA. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives + 

I lay before you, in confidence, sundry papers, by 
which you will perceive the state of affairs between us 
and the Six Nations,and the probable cause to which it ia 
owing; and, also, eertain information, whereby it would 
Appear that some encroachment was about to be made 
on our territory by an officer and party of British troops. 
Proceeding upon a supposition of the authenticity of 
thia infurmation, although of a private uature, [ have 
caused the representation to be made to the British 
Minister, a copy of which accompanies this Message. 

It cannot be neecasary to comment upon the very 
serious nature of such an encroachment, nor to urge 
that this new state of things suggests the propriety of 
placing the United States in a posture of effectual pre- 
paration for an event which, notwithstanding the en- 
deavors making to avert it, may, by circumstances be- 
yood our control, be forced upon us. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, May 21, 1794. 

The said Message and papers were read, and or- 
dered to be committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 


Frivay, May 23. 


Mr. Lyman, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry inhabitants of Sa- 
lem, Beverly, and Danvers, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, made a report. - Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the bounty allowed by law to 
vessels employed in the bank or cod fisheries of the 
United States, in lieu of a drawback of the duty 
on salt, be extended to, and include all vessels of 
more than thirty, and not exceeding seventy tons 
admeasurement. f 

Ordered, That a bill or bils be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Lyman, 
Mr. Wineate, and Mr. Houten, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

Mr. NeviLLg, from the committee to whom was 
recomimitted the bill to amend the act, entitled 
“ An act to enable the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia line, on Continental Establishment, to 
obtain titles to certain lands lying Northwest of 
the river Qhio, between the Little Miami and 
Sciota,” reported an amendatory bill; which was 
read twice and referred. 

Mr. Firzsivons, from the committee to whom 
was referred the moticn of the twelfth instant, 
for the acceptance of a cession by the State of 
New York, of a piece of land at Montauk Point; 
also, the exemplification of an act of the Legisla- 
ture of the said State, transmitted hy a written 
Message from the Presipeyr or tue Unrrep 
Srates of the twenty-seventh of February, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, made a 
report; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 


Tuurspay, May 22. 


Mr. Wrta Swiru, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill laying duties on stamped 
vellum, parchment, and paper; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. Baupwry, from the committee appointed to 
examine into the state of the Treasury Department, 
and to report generally and specially thereupon, 
male a report; which was read and ordered to lic 
on the table. 
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The IIouse proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday, by the Committee of 
the Whole House, to the bil! making further pro- 
vision for securing and colivcting the duties on 
foreign and domestic distilied spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas, and the same being twice read, were, on 
the question severally put thereupon, agreed to by 
the House. 

The said bill was then further amended, and, to- 
gether with the amendments, ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Iouse on the bill for determining the 
Northern boundary of the territory ceded to the 
United States by the State of North Carolina; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto, 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or THE Unrrep Suares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate unl 
of the louse of Representatives : 

I lay before vou the copy of a Letter from the Minis- 
ter Plenipotenuary of his Britannie Majesty, in answer 
to a Letter froin the Secretary of State, communicated 
to Congress vesterday ; and also, the copy of a Letter 
from the Secretary, which is referred to in the above 
mentioned Letter of the Minister. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Uniren Stratis, May 23, 1794. 

The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lic on the table. 

Ordered, That a committee he appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a bill or bills allowing further 
compensation for the services of Robert Forsyth, 
late Marshal of the District of Georgia; and that 
Mr. Batpwis, Mr. Cuamoryxe, and Mr. Capwat- 
aner, do prepare and bring in the same. 


NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


On a motion made and seconded that the [louse 
do comc to the following resolution : 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That, until the Government of Great Bri- 
tain shall make or give satisfactory assurances to the 
President of the United States of their intention to 
make full and ample compensation for all injuries done 
by the ships of war and privateers of that nation, to 
the citizens of the United States, since the eighth day 
of June last, all commercial intercourse between the 
United States and the islands and colomes of the Brit- 
ish King in the West Indies, and on the Continent of 
America, shall be prohibited; and during the continu 
ance of such prohibition, no ship or vessel, owned 
wholly or ia part, by any subject of the King of Great 
Britain, shall be alluwed ty toad in, or sail from, any 
port in the United States, with any article ur articles 
vi provision ; 

The previous question was caled for by five 
members, to wit: “Shall the main question to 
agree to the said resolution be now put?” And, 
on the previous question, ‘Shall the said main 


} question be now put” it passed in the negative— 
| yeas 24, nays 46, as follows: 

Yeas.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
i mas Blount. Thomas P. Carnea, Gabriel Christic, 
Thomas Claiborne, Tsrac Coles, William J. Daw 
| son, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Christopher 
i Greenup, John Hunter, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander 
Mebane, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Andrew Pick- 
ens, Joha Smilie, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, 
and Joseph Winston. 

Nays —Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Reat- 
ty, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Abra- 
ham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, 
William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, 
Ezechiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Andrew 
Gregg, William Barry Grove, Thomas Hartley, Daniel 
Heister, James Lillhouse, William lindman, John 
Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Wil 
liain Lyman, Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, 
Peter Muhleubery, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, Thons Scott, Theo- 
dore Sedgwick, John S, Sherburne, William Sroilh, 
Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Traey, Jona- 
than Trumbull, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaas- 
beck, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah 
Wadsworth, and John Watts. 


TOBACCO AND SUGAR DUTIES. 


The House went into a Committee, Mr. Trus- 
BULL in the Chair, on the bill for an excise on to- 
bacco, snuff, and refined sugar. 

ln the first section it was agreed to strike out 
the words, “ tobacco and.” This proposed that the 
word tobacco be struck out in every subsequent 
part of the bill, so that the duty be confined to the 
manufacture of snuff. 

Mr. Muuuessera (the Speaker) moved to 
strike out the second section, viz: “that from and 
after the day of - there be levied, collect- 
ed, and paid, upon all sugar which shall be refined 
within the United States, a duty of two cents per 
pound.” 

He would not trouble the Committee with any 
comments on the excise, enough having already 
been said on that subject; although he could not 
forbear mentioning, that in England, where al- 
most every thing was subject to an excise, and 
where the Minister is ever on the watch to disco 
ver new articles for that purpose, that loaf sugar 
had never yct been taxed, the Committee on Ways 
and Means had all the credit of the scasonable 
discovery. The reason for not attempting an cx- 
cise on this article was obvious, because the manu- 
facture employed a greater quantity of shipping 
than any other, they therefore rather wished to 
encourage than to depress it; the former of which 
they eflectually do, by allowing a generous draw- 
back on exportation of refined sugar, for which 
the different ports of the Continent afford them 
a constant and ready market. The case was 
widely different here. The manufacture is yet 
in its infant state—it has to contend with the old 
established ones in Europe, who have larger capì- 
tals and can alford longer credits, whereas we have 
not only no market to export it to, but even now 
‘already, can annually make a quantity more than 
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sufficient fur the consumption of the United States. 
İt is true, it appears from the last returns, that up- 
wards of 200,000 lbs. of refincd sugars were im- 
ported last year, which is about the same quantity 
whick two houses might furnish in one year, but 
it is to be observed, that owing to the high price 
of raw sugars, some eslablishments were not work- 
ed at all, whilst others did not work above eight 
or nine months in the year, and I will here, said 
Mr. M., venture to assert, that if this duty of two 
cents actuaily takes place, some of those who are 
now engaged in this difficult and expensive busi- 
ness will abandon it and turn their capitals into 
other channels. T do not stand alone in this opin- 
ion, others, of more experience join me, and it is 
founded on the following incontrovertible facts. 
Raw sugars have for several years past been so 
high, that refined sugars naturally bore an equally 
high price. ‘This has already lessened the con- 
sumption, to a considerable degree in the United 
States, and from the present prospect before us, 
when the French islands are in the hands of the 
British, the probability is, that they will rather be 
higher than lower; and if the two cents be added 
to the present high price of refined sugars, the 
consumption will still be lessened in the same pro- 
portion as the price of the article increases. This 
observation is founded on facts, which every per- 
son concerned in the business has felt, and daily 
experiences; nay, it can be proved, however 
strange it may appear, that a less quantity of re- 
fined sugar is consumed at present in the United 
Statos, than a year or two before the Revolution. 
Again, owing to the high price of refined sugars, 
and which must still be higher when this duty 
takes place, many even of our opulent families, 
have, in a great degroc, abandoned the use of it, 
and substituted the white Havana, or the white 
Hast India sugar. I well remember a remarkable 
instance of this kind which took place not many 
mouths ago in this city. A gentleman having im- 
porled a considerable quantity of white Hist In- 
dies sugar, sold il to the refiners of this place. Be- 
fore the sale was concluded, he reserved a quanti- 
ty for himself and an opulent friend of his. The 
consequence was that neither himself nor his friend, 
used half the quantity of refined sugar they had 
used the year before. 

Permit me to add another circumstance. Sugars 
are higher at present, and from a varicty of cir- 
cumstances must continue to be higher here than 
in England, and although an additional duty on 
imported loaf and lump sugar may take place, 
unless it excecds what L have yet heard mentioned 
they will be able to undersell the manufacturers 
here, and this from the single circumstance of 
their being allowed a drawback of 26s. sterling per 
cwt., for if even a drawback of the same sum was 
allowed us here, which is not to be expected, it can- 
not operate, because we have no markct for this 
article. In the West Indies, it is well known to be 
contraband, and to transport it to Europe, would be 
earrying water into the occan, and even then it 
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me to add. By the additional duty on coal, which 
Tam far from disapproving, because I wish to en- 
courage the consumption of our home productions, 
you have, in fact, laid an additional tax on sugar. 
Every work of this kind consumes annually from 
2,000 to 4,000 bushels. This article was hereto- 
fore at the rate of cleven pence or one shilling per 
bushel; owing to the duty on imported coal, it has 
now risen to 2s. to 2s. 4d. This naturally enhances 
the price of the article made in this manufacture. 
which is already burdened to a considerable de- 
gree with taxes or duties. Thus, there is a duty 
on the raw muterial, a duty on the paper they use. 
a duty on the twine, a duty on the coal, and, to 
crown all, a duty is intended on the article pro- 
duced in this devoted manufacture. If it is thus 
my friend from Connecticut means to do us good. 
or if this is the decided encouragement and pro- 
tection my colleague means to yield us, itis such a 
one as I am sure the manufacturer will not thank 
him for. 

Sir, I could add that this bill partakes strongly 
of the nature of a sumptuary law; that in case of 
a war it will not produce you any revenue, be- 
cause the supplies of the raw material are too irre- 
gular, and no other but imported sugar is refined. 
which alrcady pays a duty—and that by this duty 
you not only lessen the consumption, but also in- 
crease the number of those who cannot pay for it: 
bnt T forbear to trespass any longer on the pationec 
of the Committee on this subject. 

But, Mr. Chairman, we want money to build 
our frigates anl arsenals, to fortify our ports and 
harbors, and to release our unfortunate brethren 
in captivity. We want revennes. Tf this really 
be the intention of the Committee, and not mere- 
ly to establish the principle of excise on home 
manufactures, no one will join more cheerfully in 
such measures as shall appear most prudent and 
most likely to obtain the object, and which, in my 
opinion, will neither injure the commerce of this 
country, nor in an equal degree the manufactures, 
nor indeed the poorer sort of the community who 
consume the article of sugar. 

By the last returns which I could lay my hands 
on, it appears that there are annually imported 
inlo the United States upwards of twenty-five mil- 
lions of pounds of sugar, and from the same re- 
turns it appears that abyul four’ or four and a half 
millions are exported, which are allowed a draw- 
back of the duty on exportation; thus then there 
are upwards of twenty millions of pouuds annually 
consumed in the United States. 

You have, in the late impost bill, imposed an 
additional duty of one cent per pound on coffee: 
half that sum additional duty on raw sugar will 
yield you upwards of 100,000 dollars. ‘Chis then 
will at once yield you the sum which the Com- 
mittee expected from an excise both on sugar and 
manufactured tobacco, and will neither injure the 
merchant, nor in an egual degree the mannfac- 
turer, nor indeed the poor; the latter, and in my 
opinion none but the idle can be so, as well as many 


could not be accomplished on as low terms as the j others, have long since substituted molasses for all 


Europeans can afford to do it. 


the purposes for which they heretofore used sugar ; 


One fact more, equally incontrovertible, suffer l besides which the American sugar is daily getting 
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more into use, and bids fair to become general, at 
least at and near the frontiers. 

When, therefore, it is considered that this manu- 
facture is yet in its infancy in the United States, 
that it has to contend with the old established ones 
in Europe, that there is no excise on this article in 
England, that this manufacture employs a great 
quantity of tonnage; that raw sugars are high 
here, and comparatively low in Europe, that there 
is a drawback in England, which operates as a 
bounty, and which from local situations cannot 
operate if even granted, with the sume advantage 
here; when it is reduced to a certainty that the 
duty will operate injuriously on the manufactures 
here; and when it appcars tuat double the sum 
can be raised by a trifling additional duty on raw 
sugar, without any additional expense or incon- 
venience, and which will effectually remove the 
evils complained of, I flatter myself the motion 
will prevail. 

Mr. Firzsruovs objected to the proposal of the 
Srearer, for a tax of half a cent per pound on 
common sugar imported. The unrefined sugar 
formed a considerable portion of the subsistence of 
the poor. Formerly, the price of it was not more 
than six pence (currency,) but it is now twelve 
pence, per pound, The coffee duty was another, 
to which Mr. F. had felt reluctance, because cof- 
fee is an article of universal consumption, and the 
tax upon it falls where taxes ought not to fall, that 
is upon the poor; but there is no help for it. He 
would, if possible, have avoided this tax, for coffee, 
formerly cleven pence or a shilling per pound, has 
risen to ono shilling and ten pence. Mr, F. said, 
that we are able to lay a heavy enough tax on im- 
ported sugar, effectually to protect our own sugar 
refiners. It had been said that the two cents per 
pound of duty would make it requisite for the re- 
finers to augment their capitals, This he could 
not believe, because the Executive gives credit to 
the manufacturers for the payment of the duty. 
Mr. F. said, that the time was perhaps not distant, 
when we shall be obliged to seck sugar in the 
Fast Indies. Britain hay acquired the West In- 
dies, which will increase the difficulties of this 
country in obtaining ‘it from that part of the 
world. 

Mr. M'‘Dowen hoped that the section would be 
struck out. He objected to the principle of the 
bill. le considered it as highly impolitic to tax 
the infant manufactures of America. He would 
rather, if the Public Treasury could afford it, give 
a premium for the encouragement of our manu- 
factures, to dissolve the dependence of the United 
States upon Europe. This dependence of ours 
hag repeatedly been urged as a reason why the 
House onght not to adopt certain commercial re- 
gulations and restrictions, Some gentlemen had 
undertaken to prove that the manufacturers would 
be benefited by such laws, an assertion which he 
considered as very extraordinary. The manufac- 
turers themselves understood their business best, 
and thought quite otherwise. This tax will not 
only alarm those already engaged, but will prevent 
other men of enterprise and capital from engag- 
ing in manufactures, when they find that the mo- 


| 


ment their business becomes profitable, they are to 
be taxed. ` 

Ife could not help remarking upon some ohser- 
vations that fell from his friend, [Mr. Barowrs, 
from Georgia,] when this subject was before the 
Committee some days ago. It had been objected 
that the bill was not well founded, as it establish- 
ed a new principle; and the member [Mr. BALD- 
win] replied, that it was not new, as there was 
already an excise fixed on ardent spirits. He had 
opposed that law, but siuce it was passed, he could 
not object to the present bill. Iad the gentleman 
reflected, he would have seen that there was equal 
reason for resisting this bill, because it fixed that 
obnoxious principle more strongly, by giving a 
further sanction to an American excise. Mr. M'D. 
also considered the tax to be unnecessary. The 
tax was contemplated on the prospect of @ war 
which has now become less likely, the British 
having, since the Orders of the 8th of January, re- 
laxed their depredations. Further, the tax was 
unnecessary, because, it was asserted by several 
very well informed merchants, that the amount of 
the impost this year would exceed that of the last. 

On dividing, the motion for striking out the 
clause was rejected—Ayes 81, nays 45. 

Mr. Munnesperc then stated a variety of inac- 
curacies.in the wording of the bill. The word 
boiler was applied, as if it meant a pot for boiling 
the sugar. The word meant the superintendent 
of the operation, and Mr. M. presumed that the 
ITouse did not intend to treat him, as specified in 
the bill. He wrote over the whole clause anew, 
and his alterations were agreed to. 

The Committee rose, and the Chairman report- 
ed the amendments to the House, which were 
agreed to. 

Orderel, That the said bill, with amendments, 
be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 


Satunnay, May 24. 

An engrossed bill for determining the Northern 
boundary of the territory ceded to the Uniled States 
by the State of North Carolina, was read the third 
time and passed, 

An engrossed bill making further provision for 
securing and collecting the duties on forcign and 
domestic distilled spirils, stills, wines, and teas, was 
read the third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill, laying certain duties upon 
manufactured tobacco and refined sugar, was read 
the third time and passed. 

The Spraker laid before the House a Juctter 
from Arthur St. Clair, Governor of the territory 
of the United States Northwest of the river Ohio, 
enclosing a lettet from him to the Secretary of 
War, and the answer thereto, respecting a claim 
for three horses killed in the action with the In- 
dians, on the fourth of November, one thousand 
seven handred and nincty-one; which were read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Barowry, from the committee appointed, 
-presented a bill to make further compensation for 
the services of the late Robert Forsyth, Marshal of 
Georgia; which was read twice and referred. 
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Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom was referred the Message from the Presi- 
DENT uF THE Unrrep Srares, of the cighteenth of 
March last, relative to an advance of money re- 
quested by the Minister of the French Republic, 
which lay on the table, be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole IIouse on Monday next. 

Mr. Finoner, from the committee to whom were 
referred the laws of the Territory of the United 
States Northwest of the river Ohio, passed the first 
day of August, one thousand seven hundred ninety- 
two, made a report; which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act to continue in force the act for the relief of per- 
sons imprisoned for debt.” The Senate have also 
passed a Dill, entitled “ An act further extending 
the time for receiving on loan the Domestic Debt 
of the United States;” to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

The said bills were severally read twice, and or- 
dered to be read the third time on Monday next. 

An engrossed bill, laying certain duties upon 
manufactured tobacco and refined sugar, was read 
the third time and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An act 
to authorize the PRESIDENT or THE Unirep STATES, 
during the recess of the present Congress, to cause 
to be purchased or built a number of vessels, to be 
equipped as galleys in the service of the United 
States.” ‘The Senate have also passed a bill, enti- 
tled “ An act for extending the benefit of a draw- 
back and terms of credit in certain cases, and for 
other purposes ;” to which bills they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

The said bills were severally read twice and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Wirtrta Surra, from the committee appoint- 
ed, presented a bill laying duties upon carriages 
for the conveyance of persons; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. Manson moved, that a late Message from 
the Presipent, which had been referred to a select 
committec, be referred to a Committee of the Whole 
Ilouse. The Message was relative to an advance- 
ment of money to the Ambassador of the Republic 
of France. Some time ago, it had heen found that 
there was no money in the Treasury, but what had 
been appropriated. There is now money unappro- 
priated. This Message was made the order of the 
day for Monday next. 

Mr. M’Dowest laid on the table a resolution, in- 
structing the Secretary of the Treasury to lay be- 
fore the House, on the second Monday after the 
meeting of the next session of Congress, a state- 
ment of the balances remaining due from individu- 
als to the United States, distinguishing between 
those duc under the late, and the present Govern- 
ment, and whether any, and what steps, have been 
taken to recover the same; and also a statement of 
the sums of public money intrusted to the hands of 
individuals under the late Government, which have 
not been accounted for. 


SNUFF AND SUGAR DUTIES. 

The House then took up the bill for laying a du- 
ty on snuff and refined sugar. Several clauses 
were discussed. It was moved that the bill he re- 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 
| Agreed, The House went into a Committee im- 
| mediately—Mr. Parker in the Chair. After some 


conversation, the Chairman reported the bill to the 
House, without amendment. 


THE EMBARGO. 

Mr. Gino rose and adverted to the correspon- 
dence that had been read yesterday, between Mr. 
Raxpoura and Mr. Ha{mxoso. He had been called 
ou by five shipmasters with a petition to Congress, 
which was read by the Clerk, and ordered to lic on 
the table. 

Mr. G. then made a motion for the renewal of the 
Embargo. For this, he assigned several reasons. 

Mr. Goopave wished for an immediate discus- 
sion of this question. A resolution of the same 
nature had some time ago received the considera- 
tion of the House. He supposed that it had been 
considered thus early, in order that it might reach 
the distant parts of the Union. He was then in 
the small minority for continuing it, but a great 
majority of the House were of a different opinion. 
In consequence of that decision, he tooh it for 

i granted that the merchants had made their ar- 
rangements, and it appeared to him, to be some- 
what trifling with them, under such circumstances, 
to make this proposal, and especially as the present 
Embargo expires to-morrow. It will be impossi- 
ble for us now to renew it so as to prevent the ves- 
sels of the Union from going out, unless it be from 
the port of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Cuarx was for deferring the discussion till 
Monday. The captains of the vessels can, in the 
meantime, if they pleasc, embargo themselves. 

Mr. Bouprxot was against itat present. It would 
have becu much better to have continued it. It 
‘would be unequal to lay it on here to day, while 
vessels at the same time would be sailing from 
New York. 

Mr. Parker felt it impossible to form a judg- 
ment on this question so suddenly. It was per- 
haps as important a one as had ever come before 
that House. He wished to have time to think of 
it. At present, he could not venture to give an 
opinion. 

Upon this, Mr. Guto, with leave of the House, 
withdrew his motion, with the intention of renew- 
ing it on Monday. 


Mopar, May 26. 

The hill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to continue in force the act for the relief of persons 
imprisoned for debt,” was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The bill sent from the Scnate, entitled “ An act 
further® extending the time for receiving on loan 
the Dumestic Debt of the United States,” was read 
the third time aud passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole louse on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the Message from the PRE- 
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SIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES of the eighteenth | entitled “ An act to enable the officers and soldiers 
March last, relative to an advance of money re- | of the Virginia line, on Coutinental Establishment, 


quested by 
and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and reported progress. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
lay before this House such information, respecting 
any loans negotiated in Europe for the United 
States, as he may be possessed of, and which has 
not already been laid before the Legislature, and 
the purposes to which they stand appropriated. 


STAMP DUTIES. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill laying duties on 
stamped vellum, parchment, and paper ; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had had the said bill under 
consideration, and made several amendments there- 
to; which were severally twice read, and agreed 
to by the House. And, on the question that the 
said bill be engrossed, and read the third time, it 
was resolved in the aflirmative—ycas 44, nays 35, 
as follows: 


Yeras. — Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John 
Beaity, Lambert Cadwalader, Abraham Clark, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, William J. Daw- 
son, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Kzekicl Gilbert, 
James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, 
James Gordon, Samuel Griffin, William B Grove, 
Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hiudman, 
John Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera, Menry Latimer, : 
Amasa Learned, William Montgomery, William Vans 
Murray, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theodore 
Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, | 
Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Richard Winn. 

Nays. —Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabricl Christie, 
Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William Findley, 
William B. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gil- 
man, Andrew Gregg, Daniel Heister, William Lyman, 
Nathaniel Macon, Francis Malbone, Joseph M'Dowell, ! 
Alexander Mehane, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, 
Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathan- 
iel Niles, Josiah Parker, Robert Ratherford, John Smi- 
lie, Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 


Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
thal. the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An act 
authorizing a setilement of certain expenses of the 
Commissioners of Loans.” ‘The Senate have also 
passed a bill, entitled “ An act allowing an addi- 
tional compensation to the principal Clerks in the 
Department of State, and in the Treasury and War 
Departments, for the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four;” to which bills they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 


The said bills were severally read twicc, and 
committed, 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of | 


the Whole House on the bill to amend the act, 


the Minister of the French Republic ; | to obtain titles to certain lands tyiug Northwest of 


the river Ohio, between the Little Miami and Sci- 
ota;” and, after some time spent thercin, the Chair- 
man reported that the Committee had had the said 
bill under consideration, and made an arncndment 
thereto; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the [louse. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

The Commissioners of his Catholic Majesty having 
communicated to the Secretary of State the form of a 
certificate, withoul which the vessels of the United 
States cannot be admitted into the ports of Spain, I 
think it proper to lay it before Congress. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srares, Jay 26, 1794. 


The said Message and certificate were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill providing for the pay- 
ment of the second instalment duc on a loan made 
of the Bank of the United States; and, after some 
time spent thercin, the Committee rose and were 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill, 
and it was recommitted to Mr. Sepewicx, Mr. GILES, 
and Mr. MONTGOMERY. 


TuespAy, May 27. 


SOLDIERS’ LAND TITLES, 


The bill respecting the settlement of the oi- 
cers and soldiers of the Virginia line on the Ter- 
ritory Northwest of the Ohio, being read the third 
time, 

Mr. Banowrx objected to the passaze of this 
bill, as a total departure from the former princi- 
ples of the old Congress on this question. Le had 
many reasons for opposing it. He was sorry that 
he had not done so yesterday, when it was before 
a Committee of the Whole. He recommended, in 
place of this bill, that there should rather be pro- 
visions correcting the former procecdings on the 
subject. 

Mr. Nicnonas replicd, that gentlemen divide 
their efforts so strangely, that business cannot be 
got through. The member had not examined the 
bill, or he must have scen that. his objections never 
would apply. By it, the pnblic never could be 
defrauded of an acre of land. As far as the off- 
cers and soldiers cannot be provided for on the 
Southwest side of the Ohio, they mnst have set- 
tlements on the Northwest. There is not room 
for them on the former side, and therefore they 
inust be settled on the other. There was no rea- 
son to doubt the propriety of this measure- He 
enlarged on the necessity for this allocation, and on 
the security which the public had of thoir not being 
defrauded. 
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Mr. BALDWIN repeated his;reasons for disap- | pass, it passed in the negative—yeas 32, nays 50, 
proving of the bill, and attempted to demonstrate | as follows : 


that there was no satisfactory evidence of neces- 
sity for granting this sccond allocation of lands. 
Ile was convinced that there had been a total de 
parture from the old principles. If there was not 
a great hurry about the bill, he could wish it to 
be deferred. 

Mr. CLARK did not think the checks in the bill 
sufficient. He specified certain descriptions of 
persons, who might get lauds lo which they were 
not entitled. 

Mr. NIcHOLAS read a part of the bill to show 
that there could be no imposition. Here is a plain 
law, which no man’s understanding cau depart 
from. There was not the shadow of a pretence 
to object to this Dill. 


The old Congress did ac- | 


Yeas—James Armstrong, Jobn Beatty, Lambert 
Cadwalader, Abraham Clark. David Cobb, Peleg Cof- 
fin, Joshua Coit, William J. Dawson, George Dent, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Benjamin Goodhue, 
William B. Grove, Thomas Hartley, James Iillhouse, 
William Hindman, Jobn Wilkes Kittera, ITenry Lati- 
mer, William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, An- 
drew Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, Zephaniah Swift, 
George Thatcher, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaas- 
beck, Peleg Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, and Richard 
Winn. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin 
Bourne, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas 
Claiborne, Isaac Coles, Uenry Dearborn, William Find- 


knowledge the necessity for such a location bee | ley, William B. Giles, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, 
was now proposed, because, without it, there was | George Hancock, Daniel Heister, Amasa Learned, 


not a sufficiency of land. A passage from the pro- | William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, 


ceedings of the old Congress, which Mr. N. read, 
stated the absolute necessity for it. 

Mr. VENABLE said, that many of these settlers 
had already spent more time and money in prose- 
cuting these claims, than the lands themselves, if 
they should at this moment receive them, were 
worth. He was for the bill. 

Mr. RUTILERFORD was on the same side of the 
question. Ile said that three hundred of the per- 
‘sous in question had settled themsclves on the 
Northwest of the Ohio, and wanted the rights to 
their respective lands. 

Mr. Frrzsmmons also recommended the passing 
of the bill. 3 

Mr. GrLes.—Much had been said about the sur- 
vey of these lands, as if it had not been acenrate. 
He knew the gentlemen who had made it, and 
they were of the most respectable character. 
here was not in America, he believed, 'a better 
man than the gentleman who was at the head of 
it; so that it was entirely out of place to be com- 
ing forward now, and saying that the survey was 
wrong. An idca had gone abroad, that the North 
Carolina line was not completed, but the member 
affirmed that it has been so. Many will not be at 
the expense requisite for accepting of these lands 
and taking out of patents. The old law-quoted 
by his colleague [Mr. Nicuonas] had acknow- 
ledged the survey to be right. Mr. G. himsclf 
once had a claim for some of these lands. But he 
would rather give it up than be at so much ex- 
pense and trouble about it. This was a very hard 
case on many persons. They had sold their pro- 
perty on the old settled lands, went to the new al- 
loeation, in confidence on public faith, and now 
cannot get their rights. He hoped, therefore, that 
the bill would pass, or, that the gentlemen on the 
opposite side would show some other remedy for 
this grievance. 

On putting the question, fifty-five gentlemen 
arose in favor of the bill. It accordingly passed. 


STAMP DUTIES. 


An ongrossed bill, laying duties on stamped vel- 
lum, parchment, and paper, was read the third 
timo, and on the question that the said bill do 


Francis Malbone, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Me- 
bane, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Ne 
ville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, Ro- 
bert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Sinilie. Jeremiah 
Smith," Isracl Smith, William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, 
Uriah Tracy, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Jeremiah 
Wadsworth, Francis Walker, John Watts, Benjamin 
Williaws, and Joseph Winston. 


And so the said bill was rejected. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a Letter 
and Report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
pursuant to the resolution of yesterday; which 
were read, and ordered to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, to whom was re- 
ferred the Message from the PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES, of the 18th of March last, rela- 
tive to an advance of money requested by the Mi- 
nister Plenipotentiary of the French Republic. 

Mr. SEDGWICK, from the committee to whom 
was recommitted the bill providing for the pay- 
ment of the second instalment due on a Loan 
made to the Bank of the United States, made a 
report; which was read, and, together with the 
said bill, ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole Ifouse Lo-merrow. 

The Ilouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Housc on the bill laying duties upon 
carriages for the conveyance of persons ; and, af- 
ter some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made sevoral amend- 
ments thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie on the table. 


WEDNESDAY, May 28. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday, by the Committee of 
the Whole TIouse, to the bill laying dutics upon 
carriages for the conveyance of persons ; and, the 
same being read, some were agreed to, and others 
disagreed to. 


The said bill was then further amended, and, 


T27 l IUSTORY OF CONGRESS. 728 


H. or R.] Advance of Money to Francg. [May, 1794. 


together with the amendments, ordered to be en-| found necessary for that purpose, any appropriation 
grossed, and read the third time to-morrow. to the contrary notwithstanding.” 

Mr. Murray, from the committee appointed, Mr. HILLIMOUsE was of opinion, that, before any 
presented a bill for the registration and protection | payments in advance should be made to the French 
of American seamen; which was read twice, and | Minister, it was proper to secure the indemnifica- 
committed. tion of our own citizens, who had sustained such 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITI, from the committee ap- | immense losses by the detention of their vessels 
pointed, presented a bill laying duties on licenses | in the ports of the Republic, both in Europe and 
for selling wines and distilled spirituous liquors by | the West Indies. Mr. H. here made a distinc- 
retail; which was read twice and committed. | tion, that if the term stipulated for payment of an 

The Ifouse resolved itself into a Committee of | instalment to France had actually arrived, he 

| would have made that payment, thongh they had 
protection of the Southwestern frontier settlers ; | burnt our ships. and have sought redress in the or- 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman! dinary way. But when they come forward be- 
reported that the Committee had had the said bill Í fore the money is due, and make such a requisi- 
under consideration, and made an amendment | tion, he thought it a fair opportunity to secure the 
thereto; which was twice read, aad on the ques-| claims of American citizens. 
tion put thereupon, disagreed to by the Ifouse. ` AIr. NICHOLAS was in favor of the motion.- He 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and, felt, as an American, that the cause of this coun- 
read the third time to-morrow. | try and of France were inseparably connected ; 

Mr. Sepawick then moved that the House | aud that giving the money to the Republic was 
should take up the subject of the Bank instal- | equivalent to capending it in the service of the 
ments, as it would require but a few minutes; United States. He reminded the House of the 

Mr. Gris, the Message of the PRESIDENT, as | indelible obligations of America to Fraace. That 
to the application of the French Ambassador for | Republic is now reduced to distress, as this coun- 
money; and | try was when supported by the French arms, 

Mr. MCDOWELL the bill for the more effectual | Every principle of humanity, of honor, of grati- 
protection of the Southwestern Territory. tude, and of justice, calls upon us to give that na- 

The three members rose all at the same time, | tion the most effectual support in our powcr. 
and were each of them equally anxious for pre-| Mr. ¥Frrzsimons.—The Americans have ap- 
ference, in the priority of discussion. A prefer- pit to M. Fauchet, for payment in this country. 
ence was given to Mr. McDOoWwELL's aa e has assured them that he cannot give it, but 


the Whole House on the bill for the more effectual 


This bill had been frequently postponed, while the | that he will inform the French Government of 
people for whose safety it is intended had been, | their appfication. They are satisfied to wait for 
uring many years, liable to incessant alarm from ! the reply to the Minister, which is expected from 
the savages, and if anything was to be done at all, | Europe. 
it was proper that it should be done now. The} Mr. AMES remarked, that, as the three millions 
House resnlved itself into a Committee on the} of florins had becn loaned in Holland for the de- 
bill, (Mr. PARKER in the Chair.) After some | fence of this country, it would be something worse 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and re- | than imprudence to give it away for any other pur- 
ported an amendment to the bill, which was nega- | pose. ‘The cause of France does not depend on 
tived in the House. The bill was then ordered | her receiving a million of dollars. She is in a 
to be engrossed for a third reading to morrow. much better situation to give us that sum, than 
Mr. SEDGWICK then moved that the House go} we are to advance it for her. He did not think 
into a Committee on the bill providing for the that, to keep our money to ourselves, and to be- 
payment of the second instalmeut due on the Loan! stow it upon France, were the same thing, nor did 
from the Bank of the United States. Agreed to, | he believe that it would be so considered by the 
(Mr. PARKER in the Chair.) After making some | citizens of the United States. Ho could not ap- 
amendments, the Committee rose, and reported | prove the motion. 


the same to the House. Mr. Gition thought that, as to the claims of 
B American citizens, a complete answer had been 
ADVANCE OF MONEY TO FRANCE. given by the member from Pennsylvania. If the 


The House again resolved itself into a Com-! merchants themselves are willing to wait for an 
Mittce of the Whole louse on the report of the | auswer from France, nubudy else has any concern 
committee to whom was referred the Message of with the matter. He rejected the idea of not pay- 
the PRESIDENT OF THE Unrrep Srares, of the | ing the money to the French until it was due, un- 
18th of March last, relative to an advance of'| less with a restriction in favor of the American 
money requested by the Minister of the Freuch | claimants. The money due to France had been 
Republic. advanced by her in the time of our utmost dis- 

Mr. GILES offered the following motion : tress. It was at present wanted for her own de- 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States fence. To indulge us, indeed, she had formerly 
be anthorized and requested to apply the proceeds of the granted a longer time than she was obliged to 
Loan of three millions of florins, lately obtained in | grant for the repayment. But if necessity com- 
Holland, towards the discharge of the debt remaining pelled her to solicit an abridgment of that indul- 
due to France; or to the protection and defence of the | gence, is it consistent with the feelings of honor 
United States, if, in his opinion, the same should be l and generosity, to refuse her such a request ? 
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Mr. WabswortH was too ill-informed upon this 
question, to know upon what side he ouglit to vote. 
Much had been said about the gratitude due from 
this country to France. We had been grateful, 
indeed, since we had suffered them for a long time 
past to plunder our vessels without making a com- 
plaint, He stated that the American property 
seized in the ports of France amounted to one mil- 
lion of dollars, and that taken by her in the West 
India Colonies, to four millions of dollars. Much 
of this property had been paid for in such a way, 
that the owners did not realize more than twenty- 
five per cent, of its value. The present applica- 
tion had been made a long time ago, and Mr. W. 
did not suppose that the French Minister could, at 
present, be in any want of the money. Since the 
time when he first sought for it, something had 
happened which altered the case. The greatest 
portion of specie in America is now at the com- 
mand of M. Fauchet. There can be, therefore, no 
pretence for giving away this million of dollars on 
the plea of necessity. The Republic herself pos- 
susses, if we are to believe common fame, more 
cash than all the Kings in Europe; and though 
the story may be very greatly exaggerated, yet 
make allowance for exaggeration, and still her 
treasures are very great. No part of her misfor- 
tunes can be ascribed to the want of money. Mal- 
ters so standing, he thought that it was our duty 
to make a halt, and begin to take some care of the 
interest of our fellow-citizens. As for gratitude 
towards the Republic, he felt as much of that senti- 
ment as those who talked more about it than he did. 
But he had not learned any good reason why this 
money should be disposed of in this way; and he 
could not agree to vote so great a sum where he 
could not see the need. 

Mr. Bounne said, that the purposes for which it 
had been first asked, had been long since accomplish- 
ed without it. The transportation of the emigrants 
of St. Domingo to France had been given as a 
reason for this request, but they were all gone 
already. 

Mr. Sepewick and Mr. Goopuus also spoke. 
The resolution was carried in the Committee, and 
reported to the House, where it was likewise 
carried ; and it was 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Mavisoy, 
Mr. Bearry, and Mr, Hester, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 


Tuurspay, May 29. 


TAX ON CARRIAGES, 


An engrossed bill, laying duties upon carriages 
for the conveyance of persons, was read the third 
time, and 

Ordered, That the first section thereof be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House iw- 
mediately. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House, on the said sec- 
tion; and, after some time spent therein, the Chair- 
man reported that the Committee had had the see- 
tion committed to them under consideration, and 
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made an amendment thereto ; which was twice read, 
and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said section, as amended, be 
presently engrossed ; and, the said section being ac- 
cordingly brought in engrossed, 

Mr. Maptsox objected to this tax on carriages as 
an unconstitutional tax ; and,as an unconstitutional 
measure, he would vote against it. 

Mr. Ames said, that it was not to be wondered 
at if he, coming from so different a part of the 
country, should have a different idea of this tax 
from the gentleman who spoke last. In Massa- 
chusetts, this tax had been lung known; and there 
it was called an excise. It was difficult to define 
whether a tax is direct or not. He had satisfied 
himself that this was not so. The duty falls not 
on the possession, but the use; and it is very easy 
to insert a clause to that purpose, which will satis- 
fy the gentleman himself. Mr. Maprson had said 
that the introduction of this tax would break down 
one of the safeguards of the Constitution. Mr. A. 
really saw very little danger to the Constitution 
from it. 

Mr, Mapison explained. 

The said bill was then read the third time; and, 
on the question that the same do pass, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative—ycas 49, nays 22, as fol- 
lows : 

Yras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Theodorus 
Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John Beatty, Benjamio 
Boune, Thomas P, Carnes, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 
Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, George Dent, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Janes Gil- 
lespic, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gor- 
don, Andrew Gregg, William Barry Grove, Thomaa 
Hartley, James Hillhouse, John Hunter, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Francis Mal- 
bone, Alexander Mebane, William Vans Murray, Na- 
thaniel Niles, Andrew Pickens, Robert Rntherford, Tho- 
mas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, Wil- 
liam Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George ‘Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E, Van Allen, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, John Watts, Benjamin Williams, 
and Joseph Winston. f 

Navs—Thomas Blount, Gabriel Christie, Thomas 
Claiborne, William J. Dawson, William Findley, Wil- 
liam B. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Daniel Heister, Wil- 
liam Lymau, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph 
M'Dowell, Andrew Movre, Jozeph Neville, John Nicho- 
las, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parkor, John Smilie, Tho- 
mas Sprigg, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, and 
Richard W mn. 

SUNDRY BILLS. 

An engrossed bill for the more effectual protee- 
tion of the Southwestern Frontier scitiers was read 
the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill providing for the report of 
the second instalment due on a Loan made of the 
Bank of the United States, was read the third 
tine, and passed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the motion of 
the twelfth instant for the ueceptance of a cession 
by the State of New York of a piece of land at 
Montauk Point. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the PRESIDENT or Tur UNITED 
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States be authorized to receive cessions of land ! on the subject, hold solemn debates, form resclves, 
from any State to the United States, for the pur- | publish them, and transmit them not only to their 
pose of creeting light-houses or beacons, notwith- | own Representatives, but having fully as much 
standing the jurisdiction of the State may be re- | confidence in the Representatives of other States, 
served, except so far as respects the real or person- | transmit authenticated copies to them also—ought 
al property of the United Srates. i not the House to deem such actions very nearly 
Ordered, ‘That a bill or bills be brought in pur- | verging to instructions ? Possessed with this idea, 
auant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Frrz- | Mr. G. said, that it became his duty to press forv zard 
smmoys, Mr. Bexzamis Rove, and Mr. TREDWELL, | 4 renewal of the Embargo, because the purpose 
do prepare and bring in the same. for whieh it was first fail on had not been obtained, 
Mr. \Laprso, from the committee appointed, pre- | and because new informations are received of the 
sented a bill providing for the payment of a certain condemnation of a large property, that we were in 
sun of money to the French Republie; which was | hopes would have been released by the Orders 
read twice and committed. of the 8th of January, from the Court of 
Mr. Wictiam Smrru, from the committee ap- { London. 
pointed, presented a bill laying duties on property The House had been applied to by various 
sold ab auction; which was read twice and com- | meetings of their constituents, from one end of 
mitted. the Continent to the other, to continue the Em- 


E PERSAS bargo, and all approving of the former conduct of 
NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN, | the Legislature in laying it on; and they had not 
Mr. Gooprtce moved, that the House resolve itself 


y 7 ; been applied to by any persona, except some un- 
into a Committee of the Whole House, to take into 


der this roof, to discontinue it. He culled on gen- 
consideration a bill empowering the PRESIDENT to | tlemen to come forward, as he should, with the 
lay on an Embargo, in the recess of Congress, if in | information that they had all received from their 
his judgment the public exigencies should render it | constituents, either for or against the measure, 


| 
necessary. : would bring forward the sense of the con- 


The House accordingly went into a Commit- | stituents, as well as of their Representatives; and 
tee, Mr. PARKER in the Chair, Some amendmeuts | having made this call, Mr. G. said, that he should 
were made, and repurted, and the House took them | now explain the sense of his own constiluents 
up. thereon: they were expressed in the documents 

Mr. Grito observed, that this bill afforded him | which he had produced to the House from a very 
an opportunity of expressing his acquiescence Ín | respectable number of merchants in Charleston: 
the propriety of an Embargo, to be laid by the | they are further stated to you by the resolves of 
PRESIDENT. as exigencies should require. He was | the meeting in Pinckney district, a very large dis- 
attached to the principie of the bill, and thonght ! trict on the coast of South Carolina, which con- 
that every addition, which could be useful, ought | tains upwards of twenty-eight thousand white 
to be ingrafted on it: he therefore embraced the | persons. How many were present Mr. G. knew 
present opportunity of bringing forward the reso- | not, but their resolves breathe an approbation of the 
lution that he had laid upon the table on Saturday | Embargo and of its continuance, with an assurance 
last, for a renewal of the Embargo. The motion | of their determination to support our merchants in 
was, in substance, that from and after the 10th | their just demand of restitution. Therefore. te 
day of June next, the Embargo shall be renewed. | should vote for the Embargo to he renewed on the 
He thought that this motion was a matter that | 10th of June next, as supported by a member from 
required a discussion, and an immediate decision, | New Jersey. ° 
as muny minds were alloat respecting it. It might But other reasons occurred, when the snhjcet 
be expected, that many remarks would be made | was under discussion last week. It was observed, 
in support of this clause being added to the bill; | that a continuation of the Embargo might work 
but, when gentlemen recolicet that the principles | an injury to our allies. He deelared himself one 
of this measure must have been fully investigated | of the last men who would hazard any step to 
when the question of an Embargo was first con- | injure the interest of our worthy allies, whose acts 
templated, and that in its renewal similar obser- | of friendship to us duriug the last war had per- 
vations were made, he conceived that a repetition l haps proved the best props tu our seals under this 
of these principles was unnecessary, as the ses-' roof. But exceptions might be introduced, to 
sion was closing. Yet, as some new matters had | qualify this clause in such a way as nol to allect 
arisen, he would make some observations on them, | them, by permitting produce to be exported in 
in a very brief manner. American bottoms fur the French Government, 

He had always held the doctrine, that, in many | and, if necessary, under convoy. He observed, 
cases, the voice ef their constituents ought to be | also, that as many of the French islands were 
the guide of the House. This case embraced that | lately captured by the British, no plea could be 
idea. fie presumed that their constituents were | introduced for supplying them, unless we meant 
as able to make observations, and to obtain 1n- | to hold out to the world that we were determined 
formation, as they were: therefore, when our con- Í to do good for evil; that is, to furnish the con- 
stituents form an opinion, are not we, asked Mr. | querora with all which they needed, to enable 
G., bound to listen io it? Ought we not to re-/ them to recommence their depredations against 
examiou the ease? Surely we ought; especially | our commerce; for, without our supplies, they 
when our coustituents publicly assemble together | could not keep their privateers out. ‘I'ne crops in 
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France were advancing; by which, with the late 
supplies gone and going from hence, he thought 
that our allies would not be in want. For these 
reasons, he did not see how the Embargo could 
operate ag an injury to our allies. But, sir, said 
Mr. G., lct us examine the situation of our mer- 
chants. They bave applied to you for redress. 
They have no other appeal to make but to you 
where cognizance can be taken of their case. 
What have you done? here is on your table a 
resolve to guarantee a gencral indemnification to 
them, and another to sequestrate the British debts ; 
but, as a member [Mr. Cuarx] formerly said, they 
are taking a nap: I rather think that it will be the 
sleep of death. 

If merchants cannot insure their property, they 
may think of doing as is done in other conntries ; 


, 


that is, arm their vessels to defend their property, , 


Have they not a right. sir, to do it? Can you 
prevent i? No. Well, then, they meet with 
British privateers; of course they defend them- 
selves, and are likely captured; the treatment 
which they receive compels you to send to demand 
your citizens, as was the case in Captain Barney's 
late capture. ‘The British refuse. Why, sir, the 
very necessity of a just arming, which you ean forn 
no law to prevent, brings you into what every pru- 
dent American would wish to avoid—a war—with 
any Power. 

There is another reason, If the Embargo is 
not renewed, how are your suffering merchants 
to be reinstated in their losses? America will 
not pay them out of her Treasury. You will not 
make a Loan for them, as I proposed the other 
day. You will not even extend the time of their 
paying their dues to your Treasury, as I also pro- 
posed. But you let slip through your hands, by 
the Embargo being off, the only certain fund of 
restitution, viz. the British property, publie and 
private, now in America; and when that is once 
gone, to what are the merchants to have recourse 2 
Behold the late correspondence between your 
Secretary of State and the British Minister here! 
The instant that you apply for explanationa on 
their troops advancing on your Territories, under 
Colonel Simcoe, the Minister replies, with a string 
of retorts on you, just as his Court will do to your 
Ambassador, Mr. Jay. And here I aver it, as a 
matter of fact, that when he demands restitution, 
they will come forward with their demands. ‘I'he 
first will be, payment of the prizes sold in America, 
that were brought in by French eruisers. In what 
way are you to comply? Surely our citizens are 
not to be taxed for it, Of course, they refuse you 
any restitution. Therefore, we are brought under 
the favorite two words of the official correspon- 
dence alluded to— statu quo. 
quo; things to remain in the same state as they 
are at present. The British have plundered you 
of your properly; they keep it in statu quo. Well, 
you have got hold of their property here; keep 
that also in statu guo, by renewing the Embargo, 
till you have prools from your Minister Extra- 
ordinary that your merchants will receive the 
damages that they are entitled to for their property 
captured from them, whilst they were trading under 


Yes, a truly stace ! 


the protection of your laws, and the laws of 
nations, 

The amendment offered by Mr. Grttoy waa ne- 
galived, without a division or any further debate ; 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


INVALID PENSIONS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom were referred two reports of the Scere- 
tary for the Department of War, respecting the 
return of invalids; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Commit- 
tee had had the said report under consideration, 
and come to a resolution thereupon; which was 
twice read, aud agreed to by the IIouse, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Sceretary of War be di- 
rected to place upon the list of invalid pensioners 
of the United States a!l such persous returned by 
the District Judges of the several distriets, under 
the act of Congress of the twenty-cighth of Fe- 
bruary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
threc, as shall appear. by the evidence accompa- 
nying such returns, aud such documents as may 
be in the Office of the War Department, to cume 
clearly within the act aforesaid, and are reported 
by the Secretary of War as having evidence com- 
plete; and in case of commissioned officers, con- 
tained in the said returns, who may, under this 
resolve, be placed upon the pension list ata sum 
less than full pensions, that the same rule respect- 
ing a return of comuiutation be adopted with them 
as is provided by an act of Congress in favor of 
Captain David Cook, of December sixteenth, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-one; and that 
all persons contained in the said’ returns, whose 
evidence is not complete, be returned by the Se- 
eretary of War to the District Judges, respectively, 
who reported them, by name, stating the particular 
reasons why their evidence is not complete, und, in 
each case, name the person whose evidence of leay- 
ing service is not lodged in his office; and the Dis- 
trict Judges, respectively, shall forthwith notify, in 
every part of their districts, the persons named; and 
the reasons why the evidence is nut complete, 
that they may have an oppurtunity to complete the 
same, 

Ordered. That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Tracy, 
Mr. Trepwent, Mr. Brearty, and Mr. Trarcuer, 
do prepare and bring in the same. 


SUNDRY BILIS. 


Mr. Firzsimovs. from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to authorize the PRESIDENT oF 
THE Uxtrep Srates to reecive cessions of land 
for the site of light-houses and heavons, under cer- 
tain limitations; whieh was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

A message from the Seuate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled * An 
act to inerease the Military Force of the United 
States, and to enconrage the recruiting service,” to 
which they desire the concurrence of the House. 
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The ITouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole louse on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act for extending the benefit of a 
drawback, and terms of credit, in certain cases, and 
for other purposes ;” aud, after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and made 
no amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill do lic on the table. 

Ordered, That the Committee. of the Whole 
House be discharged from preceeding on so much 
of the report of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred a Report of the Secretary of War on sixty 
petitions as relates to the petition of John Robbe. 

Resolved, That the suid John Robbe be placed on 
the list of pensioners, pursuant te the Report of the 
Sceretary of War; and that Mr. JEREMIAH SMITH, 
Mr. Corr, and Mr. MaLnoxe, do prepare and bring 
in a bill for that purpose. 


Fripay, May 30. 

An engrossed bill, authorizing the PRESIDENT 
or ink Unien Sratss to lay, regulate, and re- 
voke embargoes, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to increase the Military Force of the United States, 
and to encourage the recruiting service,” was read 
the first time. 

Mr. Smil objected that there must be some 
other purpose for these troops than any that had 
been avknowleded; for he could see none. The 
principle of the bill was wrong. 

Mr. Ginrs said, that the bill ought to be named 
“A bill authorizing the Parsment to pass a law 
for raising ten thousand men.” In point of prin- 
ciple, it was infinitely worse than the former one 
which the House had already rejected, (the one 
supported by Mr. Srpewick) He hoped that 
they would not suffer it to go to a second reading. 
We had made estimates of the expenses of this 
year, and have been told that the ways and means 
are not sufficient. Yet, in the face of Lhis, to come 
upon us all at once with the expense of a stauding 
army of ten thousand men was too hard. He 
trusted that gentlemen who would vote for a se 
cond reading would explain the reasons that could 
induce them to such a measure, The time spent 
upon such a bill would be perfectly cast away. 
Ue was ata loss to discover against whom these 
ten thousand men were to be employed. 

Mr. Hintuouss could not, at this moment, decide 
whether he ought to vote for this bill or not, He 
would recommend a Committee of the Whole to 
examine its merits, He should think it ungenerous» 
for any gentleman in thal House to call fur his vote 
till it had been fully discussed. 

Mr. Firzsivons.—It we were to debate for a 
week upon it, L am sure that there cannot be one 
new idea started. The whole argument lies in 
so narrow a compass that every member may de- 
cide on a first hearing. The question is, whether, 
on account of the particular state of the country 
at this time, it is proper to intrust the PRESIDENT 


with a diseretionary powcr of raising an Army of 
ten thousand men? For my own part, I am as 
ready to decide just now as I ever can be. 

Mr. Ans.—-If we are to go to war, will it not 
be a prodigious saving of expense to have all mat- 
ters ready beforehand? By being prepared two 
months before the war breaks out, the advantages 
in econcmy would be immense, as the price of en- 
listing men would rise four-fold when it was once 
known that war was certain. [le knew many 
weak parts in the Union that might be attacked 
aud in danger before a body of militia could be 
ready for elfectual service. [le was not qualified 
for details of this sort; but he knew that Rhode 
Island, for example, might be taken, and, in a short 
time, so strongly fortified, that ib would be difi- 
cult or impossible to retake it. Why were we 
afraid to intrust the PResrpexr with the power 
of raising ten thousand men? Can any body of 
men to be raised in this country tread down the 
substantial yeomanry ? This is quite an Utopian 
dread. It is infinitely cheaper to raise and em- 
body an Army at Icisure, when the storm is scen 
to be approaching, than all at once, when twenty 
things must be done at the same time. ‘There is, ` 
besides, a material distinction between this bill 
and the former. The force may be discontinued 
whenever the Legislature thinks proper; nor is it 
to be raised at all unless the PRESIDENT sees or 
thinks it necessary, The principle of the bill is, 
therefore, much less exceptionable than that of 
the other. To reject a bill on the first reading is 
a bad practice. Mr. A. hoped that the House 
would guard against it, unless where any thing 
was grossly improper, and depended on a single 
principle. But he trusted that the [louse would, in 
every common case, set their faces against it. 

Mr. Surm controverted every thing said by Mr. 
Ames. He thought that the measure would involve 
this country in a very useless expense. Did we in- 
tend to rival the Military Establishinents in Europe 4 
The British might be expected to increase their 
forces in Canada in proportion to those of the 
United States. 

Mr. Davros followed Mr. Sani, and said, 
that the arguments of the member who spoke last 
although inteuded to make a different impression, 
had convinced him of the impropriety of rejeeting 
this bill upon its first reading. That gentleman 
had thought proper to enter into the intrinsic me- 
rits at this stage of it, when those who favored its 
principles could have no opportunity of defending 
or amending the particular parts of it. He had 
heard the objects of it grossly misrepresented. It 
had been asserted that the bill contemplated the in- 
crease of our Military Peace Establishment to six- 
teen thousand men, 

(Mr. Sme interrupted Mr. Dayton by de- 
elariug that he had never said or meant any such 
thing, But the defence of the Western Terri- 
tory was to require six thousand men; and these, 
with the ten thousand to be raiscd by this bill, 
would amount, in the whole, to siateen thousand 
men. 

No such thing (said Mr. D.) was to be found in it, 
and he called upon gentlemen to show upon what 
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such an assertion was founded. 
opinion that the interests and safety of the United 
States might be materially promoted by our vest- 
ing the Present with the power to raise these 
men, if war should break out in the recess of Con- 
gress. Who did not believe that such an event 
was not only possible, but in some degree proba- 
ble? Who would say, that if war should be 
forced upon us, this would not be considered as a 
most valuable provision, because we might have 
this respectable boly of troops engaged, equipped, 
and prepared to act the moment that hostilities 
should be declared by the constituted authority? 
He would address himself to the feelings and in- 
terests of the member who spoke last, and those 
similarly circumstanced. They resided in the 
interior parts of the country, and hence it was 
that they did not seem to experience such lively 
sensations at the approach of danger on the East- 
ern fronticrgs the sea. What (he asked) was 


IIc, for one, was of | 


Mr. Mapison did not accede to the principle of 
the bill. He did not sec any such immediate pros- 
pect of a war, as could induce the House to violate 
the Constitution. He thought that it was a wise 
principle in the Constitution, to make one branch 
of Government raise an army, and another con- 
dact it. If the Legislature had the power to con- 
duct an army, they might embody it for that end. 
On the other hand, if the ParsipenT was empow- 
ered to raise an army, as he is to direct its motions 
when raised, he might wish to asscmble it for the 
sake of the influence to bo acquired by the com- 
mand. The: Constitution had wisely guarded 
against that danger on either side. He could not, 
in the present case, consent to the breaking dowa 
of this barrier of public safety. Ie saw no neces- 
sity for it; nor any violent probability, that this 
country will be speedily invaded by any force, to 
which the present Military Establishment cannot 
make an adequate resistauce. Let us hear from 


their situation, and what had they to fear in case of | the Minister whom we have just sent to Britain, 


an open rupture with Great Britain? Tt was casy 
to foresee that they would be vigorously pressed, 
not only by those Indians which are at present hoz 
tile, and by the regular troops in that quarter, but 
by all the ucighboring nations of savages over 
whom British threats or bribes could have influ 
ence. A part of the Six Nations, too, would prob- 
ably join the confederacy, and the frontier settlers 
of Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New York, would 
certainly be driven in. With such a corps as the 
one proposed, an early check might be given to 
their irruptions, and the war be carried to their 
towns. 

On the other hand, what would be the conse- 
quence, if, after the PresipenT perceives a war iu- 
evitable, he is not permitted to make the smallest 
preparation until he can convene Congress? Two 
months must be lost in convening them, owing to 
the extreme distances of their residence, all which 
time would be employed by our enemics in increas- 
ing their forces, in strengthening their posts, and 
establishing new ones, and in invading our country. 
Let this discretionary power be given to the Presi- 
pent, (with whom much greater had repeatedly 
been lodged, and had never in any instance been 
improperly exercised,) and the men might be en- 
gaged while the members were collecting, and a 
small army in readiness to act as Congress should 
by law direct and authorize. No danger could arise 
from it, because the enlistments of those who might 
be engaged would be void unless the Legislature, 
immediately upon their meeting, should confirm 
them. Tt had been said, that our reliance should 
be upon the militia. He had, Mr. D. said, as high 
an opinion of militia as any member in that House, 
for he had witnessed their exertions and importance 
in the late war, but could it be said that it would 
be very convenient or agreeable to them, to be 
drawn a distance from their own homes, to be em- 
ployed in taking and garrisoning posts, if it should 
be decmed advisable to direct operations of that 
kind? He concluded with wishing that the bill 
might be allowed to have a second reading, as con- 
structions had been imputed to it which it certain- 
ly would not bear. 


3p Con,—24 


before we take such abrupt and expensive mea- 
sures, We shall certainly hear from him, at least, 
before we are invaded. Now, if we enter into a 
calculation of the time requisite for his arrival in 
Britain, for commencing his business, and for send- 
ing back an account of what kind of reception he 
has met with, we shall find that by this period, 
Congress will have met again; or at least the in- 
terval will be so small as to make it not worth 
while to embrace any measure of this kind, Upon 
the whole, he could not venture to give his con- 
sent for violating so salutary a principle of the 
Constitution, as that upon which this bill en- 
croached. 

Mr. Sevowrex differed from Mr. Mapison. He 
did not thiuk that, in certain contingencies, war 
was so distant a prospect. Simcoe is going to erect 


a fort in our ‘Lerritorics, and the Pnrsioent has 
declared that he will repel the attempt. We all 
know the waste of time and property in the last 
war, atiis commencement, by trying to do the busi- 
ness with militia. The proposal met his approba- 
tion, as did the resolution of the Parsipant, to re- 
pel force by force. 

Mr. Fixpury spoke against the bill. 

The question was then stated, to wit: “ Shall the 
said bill be rejected?” and, after debate thereon, the 
question being taken, it was resolved in the affirma- 
tive—ycas 50, nays 32, as follows : 

Yeas.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
| ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
| P, Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abra- 

ham Clark, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, William J. Daw- 
| son, Henry Dearborn, William Findley, William B. 
Giles, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gil- 
man, Samuel Griflin, William Barry Grove, Daniel 
Heister, John Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera, William 
Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Joho 
: Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah 
Parker, Andrew Piekens, Francis Preston, Robert 
Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van Cort- 
landt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin 
Williams, Richard Winu, and Joseph Winston. 
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Nays—Fisher Ames, Benjamin Bourne, Navid Cobb, vessels from a forcign voyage into the port of Bal- 

Peleg Coffin, Jonathan Dayton, George Dent, Thomas | timore; and that Mr. Murray, Mr. ARMSTRONG, and 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry | Mr. Hunter, be the said committee. 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, Thomas Hartley, James| The House next went into a Committee, Mr. 
Hilhouse, William Windman, Henry Latimer, Amasa | Parker in the Chair, on the bill for laying a duty 
Learned, Francis Malbone, Peter Muhlenberg, William | on property sold at uction The whole bill was 
Vans Murray, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, strongly opposed by Mr RUTuERFORD 


William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George ; 2 
Thatcher, Unah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. The Committee reported some amendments, 
Van Allen. Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, which were agreed to, and the bill was ordered to 


Artemas Ward, and John Waits. be engrossed for a third reading. : 
; Mr. Jeremian Swt, from the committee ap- 

It was then moved that the Whole House go into | pointed, presented a bill for the relief of John 
a committee on the bill for licenses on selling wine, ! Robbe: which was read twice and ordered to be 
and distilled spirits. Mr. Goonuce was for, and Mr. | engrossed and read the third time to-morrow. 
Gites against the motion. On a division, forty four] Mr. W. Sarro laid on the table a motion that a 
gentlemen rose in favor of it. The House accord- | committee be appointed to inquire and report 
ingly went into a Committee, Mr. Parser in the | whether the sums appropriated for the fortifica- 
Chair. , : | tions of the ports and harbors of the United States 

The Committee, after some discussion, rose, and | be competent for that effect. 
reported the bill with amendinents. The House! The resolution was immediately takcu up, and 
went into the consideration of Lhe report. After | negatiyed; and the House adjourned. i 
some time, the question was pul, “Shali this billj ° , 
be engrossed for a third reading?” Ayes 41, nues 38. 


ADVANCE OF MONEY TO FRANCE. Satcrpay, May 31. 


_ Mr. Parker then moved that the House take! Mr. Frrzsimons, froin the committee appointed, 
into consideration the bill for payment of a certain | presented a bill to extend the credit for duties on 
sum of money to the French Republic. teas imported in the ship Argonaut, and to permit 

The House resolved itself into a Commitice on | the export of goods saved out of the wreck of the 
this bill—Mr. Parker in the Chair. snow Freelove; which was read twice and com- 

Several amendments were proposed, and several | mitted. 
members spoke. f The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 

Mr. Gues knew that Mr. Fauchet was anxious | tee of the Whole Touse on the bill making cer- 
for this money, and spoke of it as necessary for his | tain alterations in the act for establishing the Judi- 
operations, Ile did not know whether to-day, to- | cial Courts of the United States, and altering the 
morrow, or at what time in particular; but im fact | tine and place of holding certain Courts; and, 
the moncy was necded. He had another remark | after xoine time spont thercin, the Committee rose 
to make. This loan of three millions of florins | and reported progress. 
had come upon all parts of the House alike, un-| An engrossed bill, laying duties on licenses for 
expectedly. Before it was known, we heard of no | gelling wines and distilled spirituous liquors, by re- 
particular complaints from the Treasury, for want ; tail, was read the third time; and on the question 
of money to raise the fortifications But now, | that the said bill do pass, it was resolved in the 
when the loan was come, the tone was altered, | affrmative—yeas 53, nays 23, as follows: 
and there was a loud ery of emptiness in the Trea- : ; 
sury. 

Mr. Giron said, that gentlemen talked of giving 
this money, as if we were doing a favor to France. 
Is this so? We are sending a new Ambassador 
to that country. A very pretty introduction he 


Yeas.—Fisher Ames, Joho Beatty, Thomas Blount, 
Thomas L. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, 
David Cobb, Peleg Coftin, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas 
i x $ 7 Gilman. Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gor- 
would have at Paris, with our credentials in one | don, William’ Barry Grove, George Hancock, Jaimes 
hand, and a refusal to pay the debts duc to the Re- | Tillhouse, John Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera, Matthew 
public in the other, We have been in necd of her | Locke, James Madison, Alexander Mebane, William 
assistance before, and we may want it again. Montgomery, Peter Muhlenberg, Willian Vans Mur- 

The Committee made some amendments. The | ray, Joseph Neville, John Nicholas, Alexander D Orr, 
Chairman reported them, and the bill finally passed Jostah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Robert Rutherford, 
the House. | Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Snuth, 

SUNDRY BILLS. Wiliam Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Slas ‘Talbot, George 


l Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John H, 
A message from the Scnate informed the House | Yan Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 


that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An | Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, Jolu Was, 
act making further provision for securing and col- Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 
lecting the duties on foreign and domestic distilled | Kays —Theodorus Bailey, Benjamm Bourne, Ga- 
spirits, stills, wines, and teas,” with several amend- ! },,i6] Christie, Joshua Coit, George Dent, William Find- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of | Jey, Alexander Gillon, Daniel Heister, William Hind- 
this Ilouse. man, Wiliam Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, F: ancis Mal- 
Ordered, That a committee be appointed to bring | bone, Joseph McDowell, Anthony New, Nathaniel Niles, 
in a bill to impose a duty of one cent per ton on all | John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas 
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Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, and Richard Winn. 


An engrossed bill providing for the payment of 
a certain sum of money due to the French Re- 
public, was read the third time; and, on the ques- 
tion that the said bill do pass, it was resolved in 
the affirmative --yeas 53, nays 23, as follows: 


Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraharn Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blouni, Benjamin Bourne, Thomas P. 
Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham 
Clark, William J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn, George 
Dent, Willam I‘indley, Thomas Fitzsimons, William 
B. Giles, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas 
Gilman, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry 
Grove, George Hancock, Daniel Heister, William Hind- 
man, John Eunter, John Wilkes Kittera, Willam Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Francis Mal- 
bone, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William 
Montgomery, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Na- | 
thaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew | 
Pickens, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, | 
Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, George Thatcher, Tho | 
mas Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, | 
Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, 
and Joseph Winston, 

Naya. —Fisher Ames, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, | 
Joshua Coit, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henrv i 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, James Hill- 
house, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremah Smith, William | 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, Uriah Tracy, ' 
Jonathan Trumbull, John K. Van Allen, Peter Van | 
Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, | 
Artemas Ward, and John Watts. | 


An engrossed bill laying duties on property sold 
at auction was read the third time; and, on the 
question that the said bill do pass, it was resolved 
in the aftirmative—yeas 55, nays 27, as follows: 


Yeas —Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, John Beatty, Benjamin Bourne, Thomas P. 
Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, 
Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas 
Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjainin Goodhue, James Gor- 
don, Andiew Gregg, Samuel Griftin, George Hancock, 
Jance Hillhouse, William Elindman, John Hunter, 
John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, 
Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, Peter Muh- 
lenberg, William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, Alex- 
ander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Thomas 
Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, Willian 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, 
Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, 
Peter Van Gaasheck. Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah , 
Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, Juho Watts, and Benja- | 
mio Williams. 

Navs—Thomas Blount, Thomas Claiborne, Tsaac ! 
Coles George Dent, Wiliam Findley, Alexander Gil- | 


1 payable on the 


that the vice Presmext being absent, the Se- 
nate have proceeded to the choice of the PRESIDENT 
pro tempore, and Rarpa Izarn has been duly 
elected. 

The IIouse proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill entitled 
“An act making further provision for securing 
and collecting the duties on foreign and domestic 
distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas;” and, the 
same being read, some were agreed to and others 
disagreed to, 

déesolnved, That a conference be desired with 
the Senate on the subject-matter of the amend- 
ments disagreed to; and that Mr. Murray, Mr. 
Parker, and Mr. Sepawick, be appointed man- 
agers at the said conference on the part of this 
House. . 

Mr. Murray, from the committee appointed, 
preseuted a bill to provide for a health officer for 
the town of Baltimore; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of James Vanuxem, 
made a report: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Collector of the District of 


| Pennsylvania, be authorized to reccive from James 


Vanuxem, consignee of the cargo of the ship -\rgo- 
naut, bonds, with sufficient surety, for the amount 
of the duties on the teas imported in the said ship, 
day of May, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, or to receive such 
of the said teas as may be now on hand, to secure 


| the payment aforesaid, at the option of the said 


James Vanuxem. 

Ordered, ‘hat a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Frra- 
simons, Mr. Goopnus, and Mr. Fosrer, do pre- 
pare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill concerning invalids; which was read 
twice and cominitled. 

Mr. Tracy, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a resolution in the form of a concurrent 
resolution of the two Houses, concerning invalids; 
which was read, and ordered to be committed to 
the committee last appointed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of James and Shoemaker: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a bill to entitle the said James 
and Shoemaker to draw back the duties paid on 
the goods mentioned in the said petition, in case 
of their exportation. 

Ordered, That Mr. Frrzsiuons, Mr. GOODHUE, 
and Mr. Fosrex, be a committee pursuant to the 
said resolution. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 


lon, William Barry Grove, Daniel Heister, William Fy- : from the Governor of Maryland, enclosing a return 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Mec- , of the election of GasrirL DUVALL, to serve as one 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, Anthony | of the members of this House for the said State, in 
New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Francis Preston, | the room of John Francis Mercer, who has resigned 
Robert Rutherford, John Smilie, Thomas Sprigg, Tho- | pig seat; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 


j table. 


mas Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abrabam Venable, 
Francis Walker, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. A message from the Senate informed the House 


A message from the Senate informed the House, | that the Senate insist on their amendments dis?’ 
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greed to by this House to the bill, entitled “An | Mr. Tracy said that this bill had been laid by 
act making further provision for securing and col- | for three or four wonths. It had been said before,. 
lecting the duties on foreign and domestic distilled | and properly, that this bill was to be decided upon 
spirits, stills, wines, and teas ;” and agree to the | before the end of the session. So that gentlemen 
conference desired by this House on the subject- | who complained of its being nuw introduced had 
matter of the said amendments, to which confer- | either forgotten or did not give it an ingenious op- 
ence the Senate have appvinted managers on j position. 
their part. Mr. Nicwouas declared that he had never heard 
ing i 2 rhis recen ecntle- 
PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES. Sr o Te than a w hisper between gentle 
Mr. Firzstwoxs moved that the Iouse resolve; The House were impatient for the question. 
itself into a Committee on the bill for additions to Mr. Wapswortu said that he should not detain 
an act for the punishment of certain crimes in the | members long. Ile said it was pretty certain that 
United States. Ile spoke a few words in explana- | we should instantly be in a war. Ten, or perhaps 
tion and support of the Dill. twenty, American privateers had been fitted out 
Mr. Nicuonas, Mr. Grees, and Mr. Manison, | from one port of the Continent to cruise on Bri- 
spoke against it. Mr. Sepewicx and Mr. Murray | tish commerce. le could not say that the news 
defended the bill. The former gentleman recom- | was absolutely true; but he mentioned it, on that 
mended a delay of the bill, as it was too late in j sort of foundation on which intelligence is com- 
the session to discuss a subject of such mag- | monly received. If the Executive cannot hinder 
nilude. these people from going to sea in this way, we 
Mr. Ames rose after Mr. Mavison. He said | must be forced into hostilities immediately. We 
that to postpone the bill was to reject it. It was | send an Ambassador to England to secure peace; 
saying we shall du nothing till next December to | and we follow up this application by sending out 
provide against events that will happen in the | privateers. Will any nation, in such a case, be- 
course of next Summer. Ie thought that the re- | lieve that our desire of peace is sincere? Is the 
jection of this bill might be atlended with danger- | seizing of their ships a sign of it? Ho was sur- 
ous consequences. Had we forgotten the dis-| prised to hear from the gentleman from Georgia 
graceful annals of the last year, and those deci- | [Mr. Banpwin] thal there had been no intention 
sions the black records of our dishonor? Juries | understood of taking up this bill before the close of 
would be afraid to give verdicts in these cases, | the session. He was for going into a Cuumnilice. 
when there seemed to be a doubt in the Legisla-} Mr. Bourne said that, since they had begun the 
ture, which might be inferred from the rejection | discussion, intelligence had been received, but he 
of this bill. Juries, such as we tind them in Ame- | did not assert it as positively authentic, that cight 
rica, (and Mr. A. said that he believed no other | British prizes had been carried into Charleston in 
country had them half as good,) are not equal to | one day. 
the task of determining points in, the Law of Na- | The question was then put, Shall the House go 
tions. Every question of this kind was of itself | into a Committee immediately on this bill? and it 
much more intricate than another in the municipal | was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 49, nays 32 
law. Nor will juries find, or think themselves | 35 follows: fs 
safe in such cases to determine. ‘here was an- : 
other difficulty : the general authority of the United | Yexs—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Benjamin Bourne, 
States was so limited, that it might be, perhaps, | Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Henry Dearborn, William 
no easy matter to put a sentence in execution. | Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
We had been told from the first authority—that of | Gilbert, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas 
the Presmenr—an authority which in no Govern- | Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gor- 
ment but ours would be called in question—that | don, Andrew Gregg, William Barry Grove, Thomas 
such additional powers were necessary. But if, Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, Jobn 
after this notice, we reject the bill, this must damp Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer. Amasa Learned. Fran 
the exertions of the Executive; and what if we | &S Malbone, Peter Mublenberg, W illiam Vans Murray, 
shall be driven into a war by the licentious beha- Nathaniel Niles, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theo- 
viour of some individuals? We are going to throw dore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Tho- 
t this bill, though a great part of itis confessedly mas Sprigg. Zephabiah Swift, Sii Talbot; George 
o9, 7 ough tE P Y | Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E, 
good. Mr. A. likewise adverted lo the scheme of | Van Alien, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaas- 
casting out bills at the first reading. This gave | beck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas 
them a great and unfair disadvantage. The theory | Ward, John Watts, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, 
was bad, and the practice was a commentary, that | and Joseph Winston. 
made it appear still worse. Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
Mr. Barpwin saw no harm in letting the bill lie | nas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho- 
by till next session. It had been laid aside for SiX | nas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Isaac Coles, William 
months past; and why might it not be so for six | J. Dawson, George Dent, William B. Giles, Daniel 
months hence? There was no more danger in | Heister, John Hunter, Matthew Locke, Witham Ly- 
time to come than there had been already. ‘There | man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Mce- 
was not now time to do justice to a bill of such | Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, Au- 
magnitude and importance. It ought not to be | drew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Jobn Nicho- 
„ crowded into the tail of a session. las, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, 
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Robert Rutherford, John Smilie, Israel Smıth, Thomas ; of the second section, which punishes a man for 
Tredwell, aud Francis Walker. enlisting in a forcign service, or for going out of the 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the | limits of the United States to enlist, in foreign ser- 
gaid Committee; and, after some time spent vice; and he proposed an amendment instead of it. 
therein, the Committce rose and reported progress. His interpretation of the section, as it stood, was 
contested by Mr. Krrrera, who thought that the 


Monpay, June 2 seduction of citizens to enlist, was the only thing 
° ? i meant. 


; An engrossed bill to extend the credit for teas Mr. Sepewick was of opinion that the amend- 
imported in the ship Argonaut, and to permit tho | ment of Mr. Nicouas would authorize officers 
export of goods saved out of the wreck of the snow | to raise armies in the United States for foreign 
F reelove, was read the third time and passed. service. He did not think that any man in that 
The bill, sent from the Senate, entitled “An act į House would wish to do so. He was extremely 
for extending the benefit of a drawback and term | disappointed at hearing the gentleman speak 
of credit in certain cases, and for other purposes,” | thus. y 
was read the third time and passed. Mr. Bovpinot thought that members should 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a Letter | endeavor to make an amendment in which they 
from Francis Joachin Van Aken, styling himself! could be unanimous. He mentioned several rea- 
Assistant Judge, addressed to the Congress of the | sons for thinking that this might be done. 
United States, and dated Orebro, in Sweden, the | Mr. NICHOLAS hoped that the gentleman from 
first of January, one thousand seven hundred and | Massachusetts (Mr. Sepewick] would always be 
ninety-four, stating the particulars of his discovery | disappointed in his [Mr. N.’s] sentiments; as they 
of an art, described in the Swedish language, for | were almost always contradictory to those of the 
extinguishing fires, and preventing conflagrations, | gentleman himself. Ie denied the inference. 
whether in war or peace, on hoard of vessels, or in | ° Mr. Hintyouse imagined that it would be the 
houses on fire; which was read, and ordered to | highest disgrace to the United States, to suffer any 


be sent to the Senate for information. man to enlist people here for foreign service. It 
The following Message was received from the! might bring this country into a war. There were 
Paxsipent or THe Unirep Sratzs: turbulent people in every country, who want a 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and war; and we may be involved in it, undesignedly. 

of the House of Representatives : Mr. Bournr thought that there was an incon- 


I send you certain communications, recently received | sistency m the proposal before the House. If it 
from Georgia, which materially change the prospect of was innocent for a person to enlist in foreign ser- 
alfairs in that quarter, and seem to render a war with | YICe, it was likewise innocent to persuade men to 
the Creek Nations more probable than it has been at do it. 
any antecedent period. While the attention of Con- Mr. Murray bad never heard any arguments 
gress will be directed to the cousideration of measures like some of those which this day fell from Mr. 
suited to the exigency, it cunnut escape their observa | Nicaoras. Mr. M. was clear for putting a stop 
tion that this intelligence brings a fresh proof of the in- | to all recruiting parties for foreign service, Were 
sufficiency of the existing provisions of the lawa towards people only meeting to form the very first elements 
the effectual cultivation and preservation of peace with | of a civil compact, they would have a right to say 
a Taian neighbors, = G. WASHINGTON. | t cach member of their society, that he should 

Unirep States, June 2, 1794. not enlist in any foreign service, to invade a nation 

The said Message was read, and, together with | perhaps friendly to them, without their consent. 
the communications therein referred to, ordered to | To countenance recruiting for foreign service, was , 


lie on the table. admitting into the heart of the country an engage- 
ment against the sovercignty of the country. You 
PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES. invite every species of corruption. You invite 


Mr. Goopuve then moved that the House re- | foreign sovereigns to corrupt your citizens, and to 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the j subvert, if they desire it, the independence and 
bill for additions to an act for the punishment of | the liberties of America, You put it in the power 
certain crimes against the United Statcs; which | of an ambitious Prince or State in Europe to erect 
was agreed to. a body of men in the country for the purpose of 

The first section was then read, and Mr. Nico- | overturning the Constitution. Something had 
Las moved that it should be struck out. The | been said about the principles of the Law of Na- 
words are as follows: tions; our own experience of last Summer and of 

“Jf any person shall, within the territories or juris- | last Autumn, showed thal our Courts of Justice 
diction of the United States, accept or take a commis- | Were Inca pable of enforcing them. He was against 
sion to serve a Foreign Prince or State, in war, by Jand the resolution. ; 
or sea, the person so offending shail be deemed guilty Mr. Crank said that he was also against the 
of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined not less than | motion of the gentleman from Virginia. Let off- 
dollars, nor more than ; and shall be | cers go abroad, and learn the art of war; but let 
imprisoned not exceeding nor less than ” | no foreign officers come here to enlist common 

The motion was carried by a majority of one; soldiers. . 
yeas 39, nays 38. The amendment of Mr. NicHoLas was rejected 

Mr. Nicnoxas then moved to strike out a part without a division. 
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A motion was next made for striking out the 
fourth section ; but this was negatived. 

It was next moved to strike out the sixth sec- 
tion, which stood as follows : 


- “ And be it further enacted, That it shall not be law- 
ful to sell, within the United States, any vessel or 
goods captured from a Prince or State with whom the 

Tnited States are at peace, which vessel or goods shall 
have been captured by any other foreign Prince or 
State, or by the subjects or citizens of such Prince or 
‘State: unless such vessel and goods shail have been 
first carried into a port or place within the territory of 
the Prince or State to which the captors belong, out 
such vesse) and goods shall be carried out of the United 
States by those who shall have brought them in; and 
the sale of any vessel or goods, prohibited as afore- 
said, shall be utterly void.” 


Mr. Syra, of South Carolina, said this question 
oughc to be considered under two points of view : 
first, as to the right of France derived from the 
treaty ; second, as to the expediency of admitting 
the practice, independently of any existing right. 
As to the right. ‘This must result cither from the 
clear words of the treaty, or from such strong im- 
plication as cannot be resisted. lt is evident that 
the right of France to ecll prizes in our ports is 
not given by the terms of the treaty. The only 
articles from which it can be pretended to be de- 
rived are the 17th and 22d. The 17th article is in 
these words : 

“Tt shall be lawful for the ships of war of either 
party, and privateers, frecly to carry wheresvever they 
please, the ships and goods taken from their enemies, 
ie, they may hoist sail at any time, and depart aud 
carry their prizes to the places expressed in their com- 
missions, which the commanders of such ships of war 
shall he obliged to show,” dc. 

Tho true construction of this article is the very 
reverse of the right contended for; it is a permis- 
‘sion to conduct, wheresoever they please, the ships 
and goods taken from the enemy, withont paying 
any duty. It is cvident that it does not contem- 
plate a freedom to scll their prizes in our ports, 
but, on the contrary, a departure to some other 
place, always to be expressed in their commission, 
where their validity is to be finally adjudged. 
And this construction is given to the article by 
Mr. Jefferson, the Secretary of State, in his cor- 
respondence with Mr. A/forris, our Minister in 
France; with Mr. Genet, pages 63, 67, where he 
says, “the article docs not give the right to sell 
at all,” and again, “ the admission to sell here the 
prizes made by France on her enemies is unstipu- 
lated in our treatics and unfounded in her own 
practice, or in that of other nations, as we believe.” 

No right can be deduced from the 22d article 
but by construction and implication : the terms of 
that are: 

“Tt shall not be lawful for any foreign privateers, 
&c. to fit their ships, &c., to sell what they have taken, 
or in any other manner whatsoever to exchange their 
ships, merchandise, or any other lading,’ &c. 

From this negative stipulation as to the enemies 
of France, an aflirmative right is attempted to be 
inferred in favor of France herself; but the infer- 
ence is a false one. Hlere I again recur to the 


authority of the former Secretary of State, whose 
reasoning with respect to the right of fitting out 
privateers, applies to this case, the right to sell 
prizes under this article standing precisely on the 
eame footing as the right to fit out privateers. In 
page 60 of the printed Correspondence, Mr. Jeffer- 
son says, after quoting the words of the article, 
“translate this from the general terms in which it 
here stands into the special case produced by the 
present war,” privateers not belonging to France 
or the United States, and having commissions 
! from the enemies of one of them, “are, in the 
present state of things, British, Dutch, and Span- 
ish privateers ;” substituting these then for the 
equivalent term, it will stand thus, “it shall not 
be Jawful for British, Dutch or Spanish privateers 
to fit their ships in the ports of the United States.” 
| Is this an express permission to France to do it? 
Does the negative to the enemies of France and 
silence as to France herself, imply an affirmative 
to France? Certainly not; it leaves the question. 
as to France, open aud free to be decided accord- 
ing to circumstances, and if the parties had meant 
an attirmative stipulation, they would have pro- 
vided for it expressly; they would never have 
left so important a point to be inferred from mere 
silence or implication. Suppose they had desired 
to stipulate a refusal to their enemies, but nothing 
to themselves, what form of expression would 
they have used? Certainly the one they have 
used, an express stipulation as to their enemics, and 
silence as to themselves, And such an intention 
corresponds not only with the words, but the cir- 
cumstances of the times, It was of value to each 
party to exclude its enemics from arming in the 
ports of the other, and could in no case embarrass 
them. They, therefore, stipulated so far mutually ; 
but cach might be embarrassed by permitting the 
other to arm in its ports; they therefore would not 
į stipulate to permit that. This reasoning proves 
lso conclusively the non-existence of the right 
to fit out privatecrs in our ports, that the French 
Government withdrew their claim, and instructed 
their new Minister to express their approbation of 
| the steps pursued by our Executive, and ordered 
him to recall all the commissions of privateers 
illegally fitted out. Now there is not an argu- 
ment against the right to fit out privateers which 
does not apply with equal force against that of 
selling prizes; the same words are used in the 
article for both cases, and no inference can be 
drawn in favor of one which may not equally be 
drawn in favor of the other. The right to fit out 
privateers having been altogether abandoned by 
France, it would be not a little surprising that 
the right to sell prizes should now find advocates 
in our Councils. 

Admitting that, by a forced construction of 
either of the two above mentioned articles of the 
treaty, an implication might arise favorable to the 
right, yet if the stepping beyond the line of strict 
obligation in favor of one belligerent Power, be 
deemed a departure from the line of neutrality, it 
may well be asked, shall we hazard the blessings 
of peace, and subject ourselves to the calamities 
of war, by inference, implication, or construction ? 
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But let it be conceded, that either or both the arti- 
cles import in the clearest manner the right con- 
tended for, I am ready to prove that. the treaty guo 
ad that grant, would be void and of no effect. 

The treaty between France and the United 
States was founded on principles of perfect reci- 
procity ; we are not bound by stipulation, which 
was intended to be mutual, if France was not 
equally bound by it; but France, at the time of 
entering into this treaty, was restrained by antece- 
dent and existing treaties from granting to the 
United States the right of selling their prizes in 
the ports of France; the United States would there- 
fore be absolved from the stipulation, supposing it 
to exist. 

These several points can be clearly established. 

The preamble to the treaty in question has these 
strong expressions : 


“ His Most Christian Majesty and the United States 
have judged that the said end could not be better ob- 


the most perfect equality and reciprocity, and by care- 
fully avoiiing all these burdensome preferences which 
are usually sources of debate, embarrassment, and dis- 
content, by leaving also each party to make, respecting 
commerce and navigation, those intenor regulations 
which it shall find most convenient to itself, and by 
founding the advantages of commerce solely upon re- 
ciproca) utility.” 


Tt is laid down by Vattel, page 302, that— 


never becn suspended. Moreover, in the treaty of 
Paris of 1768, it is said— 

“That the treaty of Utrecht shall serve ns a basis to 
that treaty, and iz renewed and confirmed in the best 
form, as if it were there inserted word for word, so 
that it ıs to be exactly observed in future, &c., and the 
said parties declare that they will uot suffer any privi- 
lege, favor, or indulgence, lo subsist, contrary to the 
above treaty,” ce. 

But what is still more conclusive, the very 
treaty between France aud the United States re- 
fers to the treaty of Utrecht as being in full force 
at that time; in the 10th article, the United States 
are restrained from disturbing the right of fishery, 
belonging to France, “on that parl of Lhe coast of 
Newfoundland which is designated by the treaty 
of Utrecht, as the rights relative to all and each 
of the isles which belong to His Most Christian 
Majesty, the whole conformable to the true sense 
of the treaties of Utrecht and Paris.” France was 


at peace with England in February, 1778, when 
tained than by taking for the basis of their agreement, | our treaty was made; 


the treaty of Utrecht was 
consequently at that time in full force. But France 
was likewise restrained from granting us this right 
by the terms of the family compact with Spain, 
which was unqueslionably in full force at the time 
of our treaty. 

The remarks of Mr. Jefferson on the subject of 
fitting out privateers, are so applicable and pointed 
that I shall again quote him: page 60, he says— 


“Tet us go back to the state of things in France 


“A Sovereign already bound by a treaty cannot | when this treaty was made, aud we shall find several 


make others contrary to the first; the things about 
which he has entered into engagements are no longer 
at his disposal; if it happens that a posterior treaty is 
found, in some point, to contradict one that is more an- 


cient, the new treaty is null with respect to that point, » 


as disposing of 
him who appears to dispose of it” 


cases, wherein France could not have permitted us to 
‘arm in her ports, (he might bave added, or sell our 
prizes.) Suppose a war between these States and 
Spain. We know that by the treaties between France 
and Spain, the former could not permit the enemies of 


a thing that isno longer in the power of | the latter to arm in her ports. It was honest in her, 


therefore, not to deceive us by such a stipulation. Sup- 
pose a war between these States aud Great Britain. 


The treaty of Utrecht, between France and lng- | By the treaties between France and Great Britain, in 
land, in the year 1718, stipulated in the 15th arti- | force at the signature of ours, we could not have been 


ele, that— 


permitted to arm in the ports of France. She could 


“Tt shall not be lawful for any privateers, &c., who | not then have meant in this article to give us such a 


have com:nissions from any Prince or State, in enmity | right. She has manifested the same sense of it again, 
with either nation, to fit their ships in the ports of one | in her subsequent treaty with England, made eight 
or the other of the aforesaid partiea, to sell what they | years after the date of ours, stipulating in the 16th ar- 


had tahen,” ce. 


In the event then of a war between the United 
States and Great Britain, France being neutral, we 
should have been restrained, by the treaty of 
Utrecht, from selling our prizes in the ports of 
France: the reciprocity, which is the basis of the 
treaty, is done away, and we are now called upon 
for a performance on our part of a mutual stipula 


i article with ua. 


ticle of ıt as in our 22d, that foreign privateers, not 
being subjects of erther Crown, should not arm against 
either in the ports of the other, If this had amounted 
to an affirmative stipulation, that the subjects of the 
other Crown might arm in her ports against us, it would 
have been in direct contradiction to her twenty second 
So that, tu give to these negative sti- 
pulations an affirmative effect, is to render then incon 
sistent with each other, and with good faith; to give 


tion from which the other contracting Power is by | them only their negative and natural effect is to recon- 


trealy and the Law of Nations absolved. 

Ifit be said that the treaty of Utrecht was, on 
account of intervening wars, not in force at the 
time our treaty with France was entered into, I 
will remark in reply, that the treaty of Utrecht 
was recognized by France, aud revived by the 
treaty of Paris in 1763, and that it is an acknow- 
ledged maxim of the Law of Nalions that the re- 
vival at a peace of a treaty which had been sus- 
pended by a state of war, restores the contracting 
parties to the same rights as if the treaty had 


ele them to one anorher, and to good faith, and is clear- 
ly to adopt the sense in which France herself has ex 
pounded them, We may justly conclude, then, thas 
the article only obliges ns to refuse this right in the 
present case, to Great Britain and the other enemies of 
France; it does not go on to give it to France, either 
expressly, or by implication; we may then refuse 
it.” 

The treaty of Paris, in 1763, and the Treaty of 
Commerce, in 1786, both of which confirmed the 
Treaty of Utrecht, stipalated that the enemies of 
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the two Powers, viz: France and Great Britain, į 
should not be allowed to sell their prizes in the | 
ports of cither party. Were there any doubt re- ' 
maining on this head, the practice of France her- 
self would remove it. ler edicts, forbidding the 
sale of prizes in her ports, while in a state of neu- 
trality, by any belligerent Power, and directing her 
vessels of war to carry their prizes into the ports of 
France, where they were fitted out, would suff- 
ciently evince her construction of these Treatics.— ı 
(See Valin’s Commentaries on the Marine Ordinan- , 
ces of France, pages 272, 277.) i 

An argument has been attempted, in another . 
place, to be deduced from the Convention with. 
the Dutch relative to the sale of prizes, and from ; 
the second article of our Treaty with France, | 
which secures to her the privileges of the most ` 
favored nation. To this, several answers may be 
given— 

Ist, The Convention with the Dutch was a spe- ' 
cial Convention, relating to a special case, viz: to’ 
the then existing war in which both Holland and f 
the United States were engaged as co-partics. 
None of the provisions of that Convention can re- 
late to a case where the United Siates are at peace. 
The circumstance of that Convention being a sepa- | 
rate instrument from the Treaty of Commerce, 
though dated on the same day, explains that it was ' 
intended for a special and temporary object, and . 
not, like the Treaty of Commerce, meant to be al 
permanent compact. Tho preamble recites that it | 
ig intended to establish some uniform principles 
with relation to prizes made by vessels of war upon ; 
their common enemies. P 

2d. The fifth article of that Convention stipulates | 
that the prizes of either party may be sold in their.! 
respective ports, as far as may be consistent with , 
the twenty-second article of the Treaty of Coru- | 
merce; which article, however, provides, that the | 
Treaty with Holland shall not in any manner dero- 
gate from the twenty-second article of the Treaty , 
with France. Now, by that article in the French : 
Treaty, the Dutch are expressly prohibited from | 
selling their prizes in our ports. If Holland, then, 
does not now possess the right, how can France de- 
rive it through [Tolland ? 

2d. Thesecond article of our Treaty with France | 
only stipulates that each party shall enjoy all the | 
privileges of the most favored nation, on allowing ! 
the same compensation, if the concession was con- 
ditional; but France, as has been shown, cannot, | 
consistently with good faith and an adherence to 
her Treaties, grant us the same compensation in: 
similar circumstances. She would, therefore, not | 
be entitled to this privilege granted to Holland on 
terms of reciprocity, supposing the privilege still to | 
exist. 

lt remains to consider this important question on 
the ground of expediency. Abandoning the idea of 
right, is it expedient and politic to permit the sale | 
of French prizes in the United States? 

In contemplating this point, the determination 
ought not to be influenced by any prepossessions 
in favor of one or antipathies against another na- 
tion. he true ground of national policy should 
be taken, and the result should be that which is 


l adherence to the principles it inculcates. 


| adherent and associate of the enemy. 


most consistent with our national interest. That 
the permission to France to sell her prizes in our 
ports would be advantazcous to that nation, and 
inconvenient to her enemies, will not be denied. 
But it is the very circumstance of its thus being 
advantageous to one and inconvenient to others of 
the belligerent Powers which makes it inexpe- 
dient. 

Were we prepared and resolved to become a 
party in the war, prompted either by gratitude for 
one, or resentment against another, of the Powers 
at war, it would be proper that we should at once 
take our side and pursue hostile steps; but, if the 
policy of the country still points to peace, and in- 
vites to neutrality, it follows, indispensably, that 
we must strictly adhere to the line of neutrality. 
There is no intermediate station between peace and 
war. Whateycr may have beeu our sensibility in 
respect to injurics received, pulicy has for the pre- 
sent dictated to the Government of ihe United 
States a pacific system, and, as long as that system 
shall be the prevailing onc, consistency requires an 
The 
question, then, resolves itself into this : Is the Yol- 
untary permission to one of the belligerent Powers 
to sell her prizes in the ports of a neutral Power, 
while the same privilege is withheld from others, 
even our allies, a breach of neutrality? A recurrence 
fo writers of authority, as well as the reason of 
the thing, will compe! us to answer in the aflirma- 
tive. Vattel, page 498, says: 

“ As long as a neuter nation wishes to enjoy this 
situation with certainty, it ought to show inevery thing 
an exact impartiality between those who are at war; 
for, if it favors the one to the preyndicc of the other, it 
cannot complain when that other shall treat it as an 
Its neutrality 
would be a fraudulent one, of which no one would be 
the dupe.” 

Mr. Jefferson, in the printed Correspondence, 
page 60, speaking of the fitting out of privateers, 
says: 

“+ Since we are bound by Treaty to reuse it to the one 
party, and are free to refuse it to the other, we are bound 

y the laws of neutrality to refuse it to that other.” 

In page 67, he says, that the permission to sell 
prizes in neutral poris is unfounded in the prac- 
tice cf France, and, he believes, of all other na- 
tions. It is certain that France has passed severe 
Jaws against it, and that, were we now at war 
with any European Power, and France neuter, 
we should not enjoy that privilege in her ports. 
The question is not confined to Great Britain and 
France, and it is not enough to say, “ We have 
received injuries from the former and benefits 
from the latter, and, therefore, we should grant a 
special indulgence to one to the detriment of the 
other.” Other nations are scriously affected by 
the decision. Spain, Holland, and Prussia, are co- 
parties in the war against France. (There is, in- 
deed, an appearance of a withdrawing of the lat- 
ter, though not yet ascertained.) We have no 
idea of going to war with the first. With the two 
last we have treatics of amity and commerce. Tt 
is not improbabie, should the war continue, that 
Sweden may be implicated as one of the Com- 
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bincd Powers. With her we have also a Treaty 
of Amity and Commerce. <A perinission to France 
to sell her prizes will be a special privilege for her 
benefit, to the injury of Spain and Holland cer- 
tainly, and probably Sweden. Should we feel no 
peculiar partiality for Spain, yet it ought not to 
be forgotten that she lent us money during our 
war with England, and combined with France to 
aid us. Gratitude should suggest a recollection 
of the services rendered us by Holland, and should 


ject, it clearly results that the sale of prizes is not 
stipulated by the Treaty; that, if it were, it would 
be null, as being repugnant to prior Treaties, and 
not reciprocal; that it is unfounded in the prec- 
tice of Franċc herself; and that it is inexpedicnt, 
as directly contravening the laws of neutrality, 
and as prejudicial to our commercial interests and 
the morals of our citizens. 

Mr Manpison said, he should not follow Mr. 
Sutrir in the long argument which he had ex- 


forbid a departure from neutrality, which would | tracted chiefly from the Correspondence of Mr. 


essentially affect. her interests. 


In onr Treaty ! Jefferson ; because, were il admitted to be well- 


with Holland it is expressed, “ that there shall be | founded, it did not reach the true point to be de- 


a frm, inviolable, and universal peace and sincere ! cided. 
Would | were bound by treaty to permit the sale of French 


friendship between the two countries.” 
it be a sincere fiiendship on our part to facilitate 
to thcir enemies the capture of their vessels by 
permitting the sale of them in our ports ? 

In regard to Great Britain, a negotiation is now 
depending for a redress of our wrongs. Whether 
or not there was sufficient cause of immediate war 
against that nation, or whether it was wise in the 
Government to prefer the path of negotiation to 
that of hostility, are questions not now to be dis 
cussed. The path of negotiation has been enter- 
ed, and ought not to be deviated from till it has 
been fairly explored. Would a departure from 
the line of neutrality, as it relates to that nation, 
be, under the present circumstances, consistent 
with sound policy ? Undoubtedly not. I would 
not furnish her with even this pretext for a refu- 
sal to do us justice. I would afford every aid, 
every chance for a successful negotiation. I would 
avoid throwing any impediments whatever in its 
way, and, having acted thus, should my expecta- 
tions be disappointed, I shall fecl myself justified 
in exposing my country to all the calamities of 
war, to endeavor to extort by force that which 
justice and moderation shall have failed to obtain. 

There are other considerations arising out of 
the question of expediency which claim some no- 
tice. ‘The sale of prizes in our ports will have an 
immediate tendency to increase the number of 
privateers on our coasts, to embarrass and distress 
our commerce, and to foster that spirit of priva- 
tecring among our own citizens which, at the 
same time that it is a direct violation of neutrality, 
leads to the introduction of immoral habits. And 
here I cannot forbear once more quoting the for- 
mer Secretary of State, who, in page 63 of the 
printed Correspondence, says: 

“ Were the merchant vessels coming for our produce 
forbidden to have any arms for their defence, every ad 
venturer who has a boat, or money enough to buy one, 
would make her a privateer. Our coasts would swarm 
with them; foreign vessels must cease to come; our 
commerce must be suppressed ; our produce remain on 
our hands, or at least that great portion of it which we 
have not vessels to carry away; our ploughs must be 
laid aside, and agriculture suspended. This is a sacri- 
fice no Treaty could ever contemplate, and which we 
are not disposed to make out of mere complaisance to 
a false definition of the term privateer.” 


The pernicious consequences above described 
would equally flow from the allowance to sell 
prizes, From a view, therefore, of the whole sub- 


It was not merely a question, whether we 


prizes. ‘There was another question, whether we 
were bound, by the Law of Nations, and of neu- 
trality, to refuse that permission? It had not been 
shown that we were bound to such refusal. A 
neutral nation might treat belligerent nations un- 
equally, where it was in consequence of a stipu- 
lation prior to the war, and having no particular 
reference to it. Itwas laid down expressly, by all 
the best writers, that, to furnish a military force to 
one of the parties, in pursuance of such a stipula- 
tion, without a like aid to the other, was no breach 
of ueutrality ; and it amounted to the same thing 
whether the equilibrium were destroyed by putting 
au udvantage in one scale, or taking a privilege 
from the-other. The Executive had expounded 
the Law of Nutions, und our treatics, in this sense, 
by leaving the sale of French prizes free, and for- 
bidding the sale of British prizes. For the Legis- 
lature to decide that we were bound by the laws 
of neutrality to forbid the sale of French prizes 
also, would be to make themselves the expositors 
of the Law of Nations—to condemn the exposition 
of fhe Executive—to arm Britain with a charge 
against the United States, of having violated their 
neutrality; and, what ought particularly to be 
avoided, to arm her with claims of indemnification 
for injuries done her by the sale of prizes. Such a 
proceeding would be the more impolitic and extra- 
ordinary, as it could not fail to give extreme dis- 
gust to the French Republic, by withdrawing a 
privilege which it had been determined could be 
rightfully allowed her; and, as thé British Minis- 
ter, Lord Grenville, had admitted, in his conversa- 
tion with Mr. Pinckney, that Britain had reason 
to be satisfied, on the whole, with the conduct of 
the United States as a neutral nation. 

Mr. SMITI, of South Carolina, observed, in an- 
swer to Mr. MADISON, that as the gentleman had 
given up the point of right, the ground was greatly 
narrowed, and rested altogether on expediency. 
The gentleman had contended that he (Mr. S.) 
had not shown that we were bound by the Law of 
Nations and of neutrality, to refuse the permission. 
Mr. S. said he was surprised at such an assertion, 
after he had quoted from Vattel and the late Se- 
cretary of State, the following passages, which he’ 
should again quote, as they had been so soon for- 
golten. Vattel, p. 489 says: 

“ As long as a neuter nation wishes to enjoy this 
situation with certainty, it ought to show in every thing 
an exact impartiality between those who are at war; 
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for if it favora the one to the prejudice of the other, ii | 
cannot complain when that other shall treat it as an: 
adherent and asaociate of the enemy ; its neutrality ; 
would be a fraudulent one, of which no one would be | 
the dupe.” 

Mr. Jefferson, page 60, speaking of the fitting į 
out of privateers, which stands on the same foot- | 
ing as the selling of prizes, says : | 

“ Since we are bound by treaty to refuse it to the one i 
party, and are free to refuse it to the other, we are i 
bound by the laws of ueuirality to refuse it to that : 
other.” 

The permission to sell prizes, certainly favors 
the one party to the prejudice of the other; it is 
only with that view that it is required; were it a 
matter of indifference, it would not be asked. ; 
Vattel, then, shows that it is contrary to the Law 
of Nations for a neuter nation to grant it; and ; 
Mr. Jefferson shows that it is contrary to the laws . 
of neutrality. | 

But how does the gentleman prove that it is | 
not contrary to the laws of neutrality ? By prov- | 
ing that a neutral nation might treat belligerent | 
nations unequally, where it was in consequence of | 
a stipulation prior to the war, and having no par- 
ticular reference to it. Mr. S. said, he subscribed ; 
to the truth of that doctrine, but it was the very | 
reverse of the present case. How could a case of 
succor, stipulated prior to the war, and having no | 
reference to it, apply to a case where it was ad- 
mitted there was no stipulation prior to the war, 
and where the permission to sell would have re 
ference to the existing war? ‘The gentleman had 
mentioned the acquiescence of the Executive in | 
the sale of prizes; but that proved nothing. At | 
the commencement of the war between France | 
and Eugland, the agents of the former exerejsed 
the right of fitting out privateers, and of holding 
prize courts; as well might it be said, because a 
stop was not immediately put to this practice, that 
the Executive had acquicsced in it. ‘Ihe fact was, 
that these subjects being new and difficult, much | 
time was required to regulate them. The PRESI- | 
DENT had applied to Congress for aid to enforce | 
the laws of neutrality ; the subject being properly | 
before them, it was competent to them to prohibit | 
every thing which, not being granted by treaty, 
it was contrary to the laws of neutrality to permit: 
this was, therefore, precisely the case where the 
Legislature ought to interpose to preserve the peace 
of the country. Instead of arming Britain with 
claims of indemnification for injuries done her by | 
the sale of prizes already made, the sanctioning of 
the practice by striking out the clause, would fur- 
nish her with a pretext for indemnification for all 
prizes hereafter sold. France could not reason 
ably be dissatisfied, as the question had never been 
determined by the Executive; she had not been , 
dissatisfied with the refusal to fit out privateers | 

aud hold courts; and yet she had as much right 
to complain in both those cases as in the present. 
The British Minister had specified the sale of 
prizes among the causes of complaint, as a devia- 
tion from neutrality; but had it been otherwise, it 
would not alter the propriety of the thing, for 
there were other parties interested besides Eng- 


| within a very narrow compass. 


land, and it was weil known that Spain and Hol- 
land were dissatisfied. 

Mr. IFLLHOUSE spoke in favor of the clause. 

Mr. GOODHUE observed, that the subject lay 
If, by our treaty 
with France, they had a right to sell their prizes 
in our ports, there was nothing more to be said. 
If they had no snch right by treaty, then it was 
to be emsidered how far giving them this right 
would be a violation of cur present ucutrality. 
As to the treaty, Mr. Jefferson, our late Secretary 
of State, in his correspondence, conmunivsated to 
us the present session, had explicitly said, that ne 
such claims could be made by France, by virtue 
of our eaty wita them, to such a measure. And, 
indeed, if we louk into the treaty which France 
made with Great Britain in 1786, sevcral years 
after the one they had formed with us, we shall 
have all doubts removed on the truc construction 
which ought to be had upon the article mutually 
existing between us, by virtue of which sach a 
right is pretended; for, in the treaty they made 
with Great Britain, they expressly stipulated that 
in case either party should be at war with any 


| other nation. no prizes of the one being so at 


war shall be sold in the ports of the other ; conse- 
quently, had it happened that we had been at war 
with Great Britain, and France had remained mm 
peace, we could not, by the article in our treaty 
with them, have had such an indulgence. Indeed, 
the gentleman from Virginia [ Mr. MaDIso> J seems 
to give up the right, and takes it up on the ground 
of expediency, and not having a tendency to vio- 
late our neutrality. Mr. Jeferson has also, in his 
correspondence, laid down this principle, that ifa 
neutral nation granted a favor to one belligerent 
Power, which she withheld from the other, it was 
so far a violation of neutrality: this principle was 
incontrovertible. Mr. Manrson had said, we had 
not heard that the British Government had com- 
plained on this score to our Minister at London ; 
but, though that was true, it was nevertheless true 
that their Minister here had made complaint of it 
to us; and Mr. G. was of opinion, that. in settling 
our accounts with Great Britain for the spoliations 
they hare committed on our commerce, they w ould 
bring as a charge against us, the prizes made of 
their vessels, which we had permitted the sale of 
in our ports. He therefore hoped the clause would 
not be stricken out, agrecably to the motion for 
that parpose. Mr. G. further observed, that it 
bad given him much pain to see so many amend- 
ments proposed in the progress of this bill, to dc- 
prive the Exceutive and Judicial powers of this 
Government from being vested with thas authority 
so essentially necessary to restrain the licentious 
from ‘committing such acts as unquestionably 
hazarded the tranquility of our country. 

Mr. Nrenoras and Mr. Tracy also spoke, and 
Mr. MaDISON rose in explanation- 

For striking out the clause 46—against it 37. 

After some further discussion, the Committee 
rose, and the Chairman reported the bill, with 
amendments. 

The House prucceded to consider the said amend- 
ments; whereupon amendments to the first, third, 
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and fourth sections of the said bill being twice 
read, were, on the question severally put thereupon, 
agreed to hy the House. 

The amendment to the sixth section of the said 
bill being twice read, to strike out the whole of the 
said section, in the words following: 


“And be it further enacted, That it shall not be 
lawful to scll, within the United States, any vessel or 
goods captured from a Prince or State, or from the sub- 
jects or citizens of a Prince or State with which the 
United States are at peace, which vessel or goods shall 
have been captured by any other foreign Prince or 
State, or by the subjects or citizens of such Prince or 
State, unless such vessel and gonds shall have been first 
carried into a port or place within the territory of the 
Prince or State to which the captors belong: but such 
vessel and goods shall be carried out of the United 
States by those who shall have brought them in. And 
the sale of any vessel or goods, prohibited as afore- 
said, shall be utterly void.” 

On the question that the House do agree with 
the Committee of the Whole House in the said 
amendment, it was resolved in the aflirmative— 
yeas 48, nays 38, as follows: 


Yeras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin. Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, 
Abraham Clark, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Hemy 
Dearbuin, George Dent, William Findley, William B. 
Giles, Alexander Cillon, Nicholas Gilman, Andrew 
Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, George 
Hancock, Thomas Hartley, Daniel Heister, John Hunt 
er, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, 
Jarnes Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, 
William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlen- 
berg, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, 
Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, 
John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas 
Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, and Richard 
Winn. 

Navys.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, David Cobb, 
Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gil- 
lespie, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James (tor- 
don, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Francis Mal- 
bone, William Vans Murray, ‘Theodore Sedgwick, Jere- 
miah Smith, Wilbam Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas 
Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg 
Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, 
John Watts, and Joseph Winston, 


The said bill, with the amendments, was then 
read the third time and passed. 


Tuespay, June 6. 


The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from Arthur St. Clair, Governor of the Territory 
of the Umited States Northwest of the river Obio, 
requesting a speedy decision on the report of the 
committee appointed to inquire into the causes of 
the failure of the expedition carried on against the 
Western Indians, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-one; which was read, and or- 
dered to lic on the table. 


Mr. Scorr moved that certain papers should be 
printed. On them had been founded the report of 
the committee, as to the failure of St. Clair’s ex- 
pedition. 

Mr. Crark thought that it would be hetter to 
send the whole papers up with the hox that con- 
tained them to Washington county, which the 
member [Mr. Scorr,] came from, and if one or two 
persons there wanted to read them, they might do 
it in the manuscript. 

Mr. Dayrox took the box which held the papers, 
and cmpticd it on the floor, They made upa num- 
ber of large bundles. 

Mr. Scorr thought that it would be very casy 
to print them. It was observed, that before papers 
were ordered to be printed, it was a rule of the 

ies to have them read. The reading would 
take al least a week, though the House were to do 
nothing else. The motion was negalived. 
| 


Resolved, That the resolution of the twenty-first 
ultimo, authorizing the Presioen of the Senate 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives to 
close the present session, by adjourning their re- 
spective Houses on this day, be repealed; and that, 
instead thereof, they be authorized to adjourn their 
respective Houses on Thursday, the fifth instant, to 
meet on that by law appointed. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate recede from their amendments 
disagreed to by this House, and insisted on by the 
Senate, to the bill, entitled “ An act making fuar- 

| ther provision for securing and collecting the du- 
tics on foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, 
wines, and teas,” and do agree to the said amend- 
ments, with certain modifications of the same, agree- 
ably to the report of the committee of conference. 

The House proceeded to consider the said mes- 
sage: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to all the 
modifications of the said amendments, as proposed 
by the committee of conference, except the amend- 
ment to the twelfth section; and that the Senate 
be informed that this House have, in their first pro- 
eceding on the amendments of the Senate, agreed 
to the amendment to the said twelfth section, as 
originally proposed by the Senate. 

The House resolved itself into a Committce of the 
Whole Ilvuse, on the bill concerning invalids ; and, 
after sume time speul therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had lad the said bill 
under consideration, and made an amendment 
thereto; which was twice read; and, on the ques- 
tion put thereupon, disagreed to by the House, 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to report a state of facts, with their 
opinion thereon, relative to a settlement made by 
the State of North Carolina, for certain claims 
against the United States; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Chairman reported that the 

‘ Commitlee had had the said report under consider- 
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ation, and made some progress therein, And on the 
question that the Committee of the Whole House 
have leave to sit again on the said report, it passed 
in the negative. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to make further com- 
pensation for the services of the late Robert For- 
syth, Marshal of Georgia; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee had had the said bill under consider- 
ation, and made no amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-day. 

The Louse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Touse on the bill supplementary to the 
act, entitled “ An act to promote the progress of 
Useful Arts; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committce had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made an 
amendment thereto; which was twice read, and 
agrecd to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to-day. 
It was so read and passed. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
briug in a bill appropriating any moncys not al 
ready appropriated, and that Mr. Firzsrvows, Mr. 
Sepéwick, and Mr. Hisunouse, be the said com- 
mittee. 

The Spearer laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanying 
a general abstract of the exports of the United 
States for one year, ending on the thirtieth of Sep- 
tember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three; also, two summary statements, for the samne 
period, exhibiting the valuc of the exports from 
each State, and a view of the exportation to all the 
forcign Dominions with whom the United States 
maintain a commercial intercourse; which were 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the Iouse, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled, “ An 
act laying certain duties upon snuff and refined 
sugars,” with several amendments ; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. The House 
then proceeded to consider the said amendments, 
and, the same being read, were agrecd to. 

The House again resolved itsclf into a Com- 
mittce of the Whole House on the bill making 
certain alterations in the act for establishing the 
Judicial Courts of the United States, and altering 
the time and place of holding certain Courts ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had again had the said 
bill under consideration, and made several amend- 

_ menlis thereto; which were severally twice read, 
and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

An engrossed bill to make further compensation 
for the services of the late Robert Forsyth, Mar- 
shal of Georgia, was read the third time, and on 
the question that the said bill do pass, it was re- 
solved in the atfirmative—yeas 46, nays 26, as fol- 
lows: 


Yras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Abraham 
Baldwin, John Beatty, Benjamin Bourne, Thomas P. 
Carnes, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, William J. Daw- 
zon, Jonathan Dayton, William Findley, Thomas Fitz- 
simons, Dwight. Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gil- 
| man, Henry Glenn, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, 
| William Barry Grove, Thomas Hartley, William Hind- 
man, John Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Lati- 
mer, Amasa Learned, William Lyman, Francis Mal- 
bone, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, Josiah 
Parker, Andrew Pickens, Robert Rutherford, Thomas 
Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jobn E. Van Allen, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, 
and John W atts. 

Nays—Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Thomas 
Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, 
William B. Giles, James Gillespie, James Cordon, 
George Hancock, James Ilillhouse, Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Me- 
bane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Joseph 
Neville, Nathaniel Niles, Francis Preston, Jeremiah 
Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 


An engrossed bill concerning invalids was read 
the third time and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act laying additional duties on goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, and 
on the tonnage of ships or vessels,” with several 
amendments; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. The Scnate have also agreed 
to the resolution of this House, to repeal the re- 
solution of the twenty-first ultimo, for the ad- 
journment of the two Houses on this day, and 


authorizing the Presipenr of the Senate and the 
Srraxer of the House of Representatives to close 
the present session, by adjourning their respective 
Houscs on Thursday, the 5th instant. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act laying additional duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into the United States, 
and on the tonnage of ships or vessels ;” and, the 
same being read, some were agreed to, and others 
| disagreed to. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanying 
an estimate of the sums which require to be ap- 
propriated, in addition to those provided for during 
the present session; also, a statement of the appro- 
| priation of ten thousand dollars for the purpose 
of defraying the contingent charges of Goveru- 
ment; which were read, and ordered to be referred 
to the committee appointed to bring in a bill, ap- 
propriating any moneys not already appropriated, 


PURCHASE OF GALLEYS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Icuse on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act to authorize the PRESIDENT oF 
vay Unttep Stares, during the recess of the 
present Congress, to cause to be purchased or built 
a number of vessels, to be equipped as galleys in 
the service of the United States.” 
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Mr. Parker moved that the Committee of the 


trust as much as he could do any body in that 
Whole House be discharged from the farther con- 


ITouse. 


sideration of the bill. 

Mr. Murray objected to the motion. They 
would, in case of a war, be very useful. 

Mr, Lymaw wondered that certain gentlemen, 
who had objected to every measure for avenging 
the injuries of America, were so forward in every 


Mr. Manisox knew not what opinion to form be- 
tween such opposite assertions, Personally, he was 
no judge. Only the bill could not pass in its pre- 
sent form, if it passed at all; because the number 
of galleys must be limited by the act. 

Mr. Sepewick was against the galleys. He, 


measure that would lead this country into expense. | like Mr. Hininouse, was one of those gentlemen 
He contended that there was no danger of a war. | who came under the lash of Mr. Lyatax. He had 
He had just reecived a letter from New York, | voted against the measures referred to by that gen- 
stating that a vessel had just arrived from Eng- | tleman, but he was also against the present, Par- 
Jand, which brought intelligence down to tho 17th | ther, the gentleman was entirely mistaken as to 
of April. The combined armies were making off; ! the quarter from whence the bill came. It had 
and the country from which we have most reason | been supported in the Senate by a description of 


to fear hostilities is internally in a state so alarm- 
ing, that she is likely to have more need of gal- 
leys for her own protection than we have for 
ours. 

Mr. WWittwousr observed, that he was one of 
those who came under the lash, as averse to aveng- 
ing the injuries of American. He was, however, as 
iudependent as any member of that House; and 
was answerable only to his own conscience for his 
conduct. He wished that gentlemen would spare 
such reflections, In the present iustance, the re- 
mark was unfortunate, because the bill did not meet 
with his approbation. IIe had no idea that there 
veal be occasion for galleys or anything of the 

ind. 

Mr. Batpwiw approved of the proposal for the 
galleys. 

The House went into a Committee on this sub- 
ject—Mr. TRUMBULL in the Chair; the motion for 
discharging the Committee having been negatived 
—ayes 35, noes 37. 

Mr. CLARK rose and moved that the first section 
of the bill should be struck out. 

Mr. Parker seconded the motion. Ie never 
knew of any good that galleys had done. They 
could not be made to stand an attack, even when, 
as at Mud fort, under the shelter of fortifications. 
As to himself, he would think his house more se- 
eure with no galleys at all, than if half a dozen 
were lying in the front of it. Instead of a defence, 
they often did mischief to the coast. Privateers, or 
ships of war, attacked them; and in the pursuit, 
landed and burnt the houses in the neighborhood. 
This was the sort of defence which they afforded. 
He would be glad to hear, what he had never yet 
been able to hear, viz. of any service of any kind 
that they had performed. 

Mr. Barpwin. The gentleman has got his frigates 
and fortifications. He should indulge other peo- 
ple with modes of defence that they are anxious 
for. If they are of no use in James’ river, do not 
seek them. They will not be given to those who 
do not want them. There is no fear that the PRE- 
SIDENT will be too lavish of them. The Georgians 
were vastly the better for them in the time of the 
war. 

Mr. Firzsrmons affirmed, that they had been of 
very great service in the war. They were of 
much use in the Delaware. They stopped for 
some time the progress of the Biitish army. He 
was informed of this by gentlemen whom he could 


; persons whom the gentleman would, to-morrow, 
| be calling his bosom friends. He reprobated all 
reflections of this nature, and coneluded by re- 
marking, that “the gentlemaws reputation should 
be unblemished, who calls that of other people in 
question.” 

Mr. Wavswortu had been for twenty years at 
sea; so he should know something of the matter, 
He was for the galleys. If they went off at Mud 
fort, that was not any fault in them, but an im- 
peachmeut of the conduet of those who conducted 
them. In some places they were very useful. A 
vessel of this kind might be constructed that would 
fight all the privateers of Bermuda. He thought 
that the inhabitants of North Carolina and Georgia 
should be indulged in their wishes. IIe named an 
otticer in the latter State, who, during the war, did 
more mischief to the British by galleys, than was 
done by all the battles fought by lind in the coun- 
try. At New London, where he lived, they were 
not worth a rush; but in many situations they 
might be very useful. 

Mr. Murray likewise replied to the remarks of 
Mr. Lyman. He came under the same descrip- 
tion with the member from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Sepewrcx.] He was for the galleys. Ile gave a 
description of the construction of the galleys and 
their immense conveniencies in certain situations. 

On motion, the Committee rose, reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave to sit again. 

| 


Wenpnespay, June 4. 

An engrossed bill making certain alterations in 
the act for establishing the Judicial Courts, and 
altering the time and place of holding certain 
Couris, was read the third time, and passed. 

The [ouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to authorize the Pre- 
SIDENT OF TIE Unitep States to reecive cessions 
of land for the sites of light-honses and beacons, 
under certain limitations; and, alter some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and made 
no amendment thereto. 

And on the question that the said bill be engross- 
ed, and read the third time, it passed in the neyative. 
| Aud so the bill was rejected. 

Resolved, That a joint committee of both Touses 
be appointed to wait on the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Umirep rares, and request that he would re- 
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commend to the People of the United States a 
day of publie humiliation and prayer, to be ob- 
served by supplicating Almighty God for the safety, 
peace, and welfare of these States; aud that Mr. 
Bovurnor, Mr. Nines, and Mr. Gorvon, be of the 
said committee, on the part of this House. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry 
the suid resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 


The House resolved itself into a Committec of | 
the Whole House on the bill for the telief of, 


Nicholas Rieb; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
had the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. The bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed, and read the third time to-day. 

Mr. Virzsiuoxs, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making appropriations for certain 
purposes therein expressed; which was read twice 
and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Se- 


nate, entitled “An act anthorizing a settlement of | to sea: se much for galleys in general, 


certain expenses of the Commissioners of Loans ;” 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment there- 
to. The ssid bill was then read the third time, and 
passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act laying duties on leenses for selling wines and 
foreign distilled spirituous liquors by retail,” with 
several amendments; to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 

The Louse proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments, and the sume being read, were agreed to. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES : 


Genilemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before Congress the copy of a Letter, with its 
enclosure. from the Secretary of State to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majesty, it being an 


answer to a Letter from the Minister to him, bearing j 


date the 22d ultimo, and already communicated. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unstrep Srates, June 4, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and | 


ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate insist on fheir amendments, disa- 
greed to by this House, to the bill, entitled “ An 
act laying additional duties on goods, wares, aud 
merchandise, imported into the United States, and 
on the tonnage of ships or vessels,” and desire a 


conference with this House on the subject-matter of | 


the said amendments; to which conference the Se- 
nate have appointed managers on their part. 

The House proceeded to consider the foregoing 
message. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
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| The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
| the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, 
i entitled “ An act in addition to the act for making 
l further and more effectual provision for the pro- 
| tection of the frontiers of the United States ;” and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman report. 
ed that the Committee had had the said bill under 
consideration, and made an amendment thereto; 
which was twice read, and agreed to by the House. 
The said bill, with the amendment, was then read 
the third time, and passed. 


| PURCHASE OF GALLEYS. 
' The House aguin resolved itself into a Commit- 
l tee of the Whole House on the bill sent from the 
‘Senate, entitled “An act to authorize the Pre. 
| SIDENT or THE UNITED States, during the recess 
1 of the present Congress, to cause to be purchased 
1 or built a number of vessels, to be equipped as gal- 
! leys, in the service of the United States, 
| Mr. Bovpsor said, that the galleys of Venice 
| were as good and effective vessels as any that went 
In the Jast 
[Pare the crew of one galley took General Prescot 
and fuur hundred men, with thirty officers, prison- 
ers; and this vessel mounted only one gun, an 
| eighteen pounder. He wondered that any gentle- 
‘man who had gone through the war could have 
forgot this. 

Mr. GILLESPIE enumerated various advantages 
that were to be derived troin this kind of naval 
; armament. 
| Mr. Grues considered this mode of defence as 
| impracticable. A gentleman from Maryland had 
| yesterday specified a situation wherein it would be 
| impracticable for a privateer to beat a galley. But 
| it was to be presumed that the former would have 
| sufficient prndence to avoid such a situation, It 
was time enongh to be at such an eapense when 
was commenced. 

Mr. W. Smita snid, that the state of the coun- 
try was very doubtful, and it was as likely that 
| the negotiation would end in war as in pence. 
| The proposal of fitting out privateers was only 
| conditional, in case the Preamrst should judge 
necessary. 

Mr. Dartoy.—lIf this section of the bill is to 
stand in its present form, it is wrong, as the num- 
ber of galleys ought to be litied. We did uot 
think either so much or so littie of galleys us some 
: gentlemen who had spoken. 

Mr. Gites (iu reply to Mr. W. Swn) observ- 
Ped, that he never had been for war, or for any 
| measure thit led to it. ‘Lhe gentleman had im- 
sinuated that he [Mr. Gj] always retarded mea- 
| sures for arming. It was extremely indelicate in 
[the gentleman to make such attacks. le ought 
to give some credit to the assertions of other rnem- 
| bers who declared that they were averse to a war. 
l Tbe same idea had been often advanced by the 
| same gentleman during the session, and had not 
been adverted to. perhaps, from the contempt in 
He was against the 


conference desired by the Nenale; and that Mr, | galleys. 


Gites. Mr. Lyman, and Mr. Daytox, be appointed 
managers at the same on the part of this House. 


Mr, BovrxsE never yet had known the use of 
galleys in Rhode Island, One of the British gal- 
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leys had been taken by an American packet-boat, 
which was commanded by a gentleman who since 
had a scat in that House.” Ile was for striking out 
the section. (alleys had been of no use to the 
British, and of none to America, 

Mr. Gunirspig was for the galleys. As to per- 
sonal reflections, he had nothing to do with them. 
They did not suit him. 

Mr. Parker said, that he had made the original 
motion for striking ont the clause, and he adhered 
to his opinion. ‘Ten or twelve galleys, during the 

yar, had cost Virginia seven, eighl, or ten hundred 
thousand dollars for no purpose. Tt was true, that 
galleys were not to be attacked; for they commonly 
got into such situations as to be out of the reach of 
any enemy except the mosquitoes. Brave men 
would fight as well in a galley as any where else; 
but no man of spirit would place himself in them. 
Qf this, there was melancholy experience in Vir- 
ginia during the war. He considered the bill as 
nothing but a uscless attack upon the ‘Treasury. 
Ile was ready to vote for the building of twenty- 
gun ships. But he believed. that the danger was 
over, and thal the vation which had insulted us al- 
ready would insult us no more. 

Mr. Gu.on wished to limit the number of the 
galleys. He had been very unwell, which had 
hindered him from attending to the bill. Ie hoped 
that the explanations of some gentlemen would be 
like what the lawyers call a bur dinner at the end 
of the term. They would promote a good under- 
standing, 

Mr. Banpwin was in favor of the galleys. 

Mr. Mapison wished to refer the clause to a 
special committee. 

On a division as to the clause, there were for 
stmking out—ayes 38, noes 46. 

Mr. GItLisrin moved an amendment, that the 
number of galleys should not exceed ten; which 
was agreed to. 

After some further conversation, the Committee 
rose, and the Chairman reported the amendments. 
The House took them up, and ordered the bill to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The said bill, with the amendments, was read the 
third time; and, on the question that the same do 
pass, it was resolved in the affirmative—ycas 42, 
nays 32, as follows: 


Yeas—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Thomas P. Carnes, David Cobb, 
Peleg Cofin, Jonathan Dayton, William Findley, T ho- 
mas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezckiel Gilbert: James 
Gillespie, Alexander “Gillon, Benjamin Goodhue, James 
Gordon, Andrew Gregg, William Barry Grove, Thomaa 
Hartley, William Hindman, John ILunter, John Wilkes 
Kitiera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Francis 
Malbone, Peter Muhleuberg, William Vans Murray, 
John Nicholas, Andrew Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, 
Willian Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Benjamin Williams, and Richard 
Winn. 


Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Benja- 
min Bourne, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Jo 
shua Coit, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 


Dearborn, George Dent, William B. Giles, Nicholas 
Gilman, Daniel Heister, William Lyman, Nathaniel 
Macon, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Nathaniel 
Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Francis Preston, Robert Ru- 
therford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, 
Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Abraham Venable, lran- 
cis Walker, and Joseph Winston, 


Tuunrspay, June 5. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act to make further compensation for the services 
of the late Robert Forsyth, Marshal of Georgia,” 
with several amendments; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House, 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agréed to. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Nicholas Rieb 
was read the third time, and passed. 


INVALID PENSTONERS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the resolution reported by 
the committee to whom were relerred two Reports 
of the Secretary of War, accompanying statements 
in the cases of claimants for invalid pensions ; and, 
after some time spent thercin, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committce had had the said resolu- 
tion under consideration, and made an amendment 
thercto; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the Louse. 

The said resolution, as amended, was again read, 
and, on the question put thereupon, agreed to by 
the House, as follows: 

Atesolred, by the Senate and Tiouse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the Seerctary for the De- 
partment of War be, and he is hereby, directed to | 
make out an exact list of the names of each per- 
son returned to him as invalid pensioners by the 
Judges of the Circuit Courts of the United States 
signing themselves as Commissioners, under the 
act of Congress passed the twenty-third of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, en- 
titled “ An act to provide for the settlement of the 
claims of widows and orphans, barred by the linit- 
ations heretofore established, and to regulate the 
claims to invalid pensions ;” and to return to the 
Judge of cach district one copy of such list, stating 
particularly the district from which each person 
was returned, and that all are, by Congress, di- 
rected nol to be entered on the pension list. And 
the said Secretary is further directed to return to 
each District Judge a list of the names of all such 
persons as have been returned as invalid pension- 
ers by the‘District Judges, under the act of Con- 
gress, passed the twenty- eighth of February, one 
thonsand seven hundred and ninety-three, entitled 
“An act to regulate claims to invalid pensions,’ 
distinguishing those who hare been placed on the 
pension list ‘and those who have not been placed 
on the same, by reason of their testimony being 
incomplete, stating particularly the legal requisite 
or requisites wanting in the evidence of each, 
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and naming such of them whose evidence of leav- ; Mr. Wiiliam SMTH, and Mr. Bessamix BOURNE, 
ing the service is not lodged in his office. And | do prepare and bring in tue same. 

the Judges of the several District Courts, upon! Mr. Gitus, from the managers appointed on the 
receipt of the above-described lists and statements | part of this JIouse to attend the conference with 
from the Secretary for the Department of War, : the Senate, on the subject-matter of the amend- 
are herchy directed forthwith to publish the same l ments depending between the two Houses to the 
in every part of their respective districts, adding | bill, entitled ‘An act laying additional duties on 
to such publication the time when the act regulating | goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
the claims to mvalid pensions expires, United States, and on the tonnage of ships or ves- 

The Hous: then resolved itscif into a Committee | sels,” made a report. Whereupon, 

of the Whole liouse on the bill sent from the Se- desolved, That this House doth recede, in part, 
nate, entitled An act for the remission of the duties j from their disagreement to the second amendment 
on certain distilled spirits which have been destroy- | of the first section, and doth agree to the same, 
ed by fire ;” and, after some time spent therein, the | with an amendment, by striking out ihe words 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had | ‘one cent and a half,” and inserting, in licu there- 
the said bil under consideration, and made no | of, “one-half a cent.” 


amendinent thereto. The said bili was then read Resolved, That this House doth insist on their 

the third tune, and passed. disagreernent to the last amendment to the first 
oer ay E ne fe section. 

COMPENSATION TO CERTAIN CLERKS. Resolred, That this House doth recede from their 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of | disagreement to the amendment for striking out 
the Whole Ionse on the bill sent from the Senate, | the fourth section of the said bill. ° 
entitled “ An act allowing an additional compensa- Ordered, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
tion to the Prineipal Clerks in the Department of | pare and bring in a bill or bills to continue in force 
State, and in the Treasury and War Departments, | the act, entitled “An act to ascertain the fees in 
for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- | Admiralty procecdings in the District Courts of 
four ;” unl, after some time spent therein, the | the United States, and for other purposes ;” and 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had the | that Mr. Boupryot, Mr. Wiru Soru, and 
said bill under consideration, and made no amend- | Mr. BENJAMIN Bourne, do prepare and bring in the 
ment thereto. saine. 

And on the question that the said bill be now | The Iouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
read the third time, it was resolved in the affirma-| the Whole House on the bill making appropria- 
tive—ycas 43, nays 32, as follows: tions for certain purposes therein expressed ; and, 

Yeas.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Benjamin | after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
Bourne, Gabriel Christie, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, | ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
William J. Dawson, Jonathan Dayton, William Find- | under consideration, and made several amendments 
ley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gil- | thereto. 
bert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments 
Samuel Griflin, Thomas Haruey, Daniel Heister, | do lic on the table. á d 
Ae a a aT Rare erie Amaia eama Mr. Bovpixort, from the committee appointed, 
Haves ‘foie, it Neville Andrew Pickous Francia Pros presented a bill to continue in force, for a limited 

ay u Onep i Sates 7 time, the “Act supplementary to the act for the 


ton, Robert Rutherford, Theodore Sedgwick, William 5 i $ : 

Smith, Zephaniah Switt, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum- establish ment and suppor t of light houses, beacons, 
bull, John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter buoys, and public piers ;” which was read twice, 
Van Gaasbeck, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, | and ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 


Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, | time to-day. The bill was subsequently read the 
Benjamin Williams, and Richard Winn. third time, and passed. 

Nays.—John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Mr. Bovpixoz, from the committee appointed, 
Thomas P. Carnes, ‘Thomas Claiborne, Joshua Coit, | presented a bill to continue in force, for a limited 
Isaac Coles, George Dent, Wilham B. Giles, James | time, the act, entitled “An act to ascertain the 
Gillespic, Andrew Gregg, William Lyman, Nathaniel | fees in Admiralty proceedings in the District 
Macon, James Madison, Francis Malbone, Joseph | Courts of the United States, and for other pur- 
M'Dowell, William Montgomery, Anthony New, John poses ;” which was read twice, and ordered to be 
Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah | engrossed, and read the third time to-day, The 
Parker, Thomas Scott, Joho Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, | bill was subsequently read the third tiine, and 
Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Silas Talbot, George passed. 

Thatcher, Thomas Tredwell, Francis Walker, and | * A message from the Senate informed the House, 
Joseph Winston. f OPENT. that the Senate have agreed to a resolution that 

The said bill was accordingly read the third time, | the resolution of the third instant for the adjoura- 

and passed. x ment of the two Houses on this day be rescinded; 
SUNDRY BILLS. and that the Prrsivent of the Senate and SPEAK- 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to pre- | er of the Llouse of Representatives be authorized 
pare and bring in a bill or bills to continue in force | to close the present session, Ly adjourning their 
the “Act supplementary to ihe act for the estab- | respective Houses on Monday, the ninth instant, 
lishment and support of light-houses, beacons, | to mect again on the day by law appointed; to 
buoys, and public piers;” and that Mr. Boupsyor, | which they desire the concurrence of this House. 
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The ITouse proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lution, and, the same being read, was agreed to. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the remonstrance of the 
people west of the Alleghany Mountains, relative 
to the navigation of the river Mississippi; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said report 
under consideration, and come to a resolution 
thereupon; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the tlouse, as follows: 

Resolved, That, as it appears from the communi- 
cations of the Executive, that the right of the 
United States to the free navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi is now the subject of negotiation with the 
Court of Spain; and, as it is the interest of the 
United States, and every part thereof, to come to 
an amicable adjustment of the right in that mode, 
rather than resort to any means Constitutionally 
belonging to the Legislature, no further proceedings 
should be had on the said remonstrance, during the 
present session of Congress, 

The Spraxer laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, communicating further 
information relative to recent events on the South- 
western frontiers of the United States; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the report. of 
the committee to whom was referred the [etter 
from the Attorney General, of the twenty-first 
ultimo, accompanying a table of costs and fees for 
the Courts of the United States. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the table of fees reported by the 
Attorney General be referred back to him, with 
directions that he do report to this House, during 
the next sessioun of Congress, such tables of fees, 
and regulations relative to the same, as, on a com- 
parative view of the fees taxable in the several 
States, shall, in his opinion, be proper to be esta- 
blisled fur the Courts of the United States, 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
lay before the House of Representatives, at each 
annual session, within ten days after the com- 
mencement of the sane, a distinct avcount of the 
revenues arising under the several duties and 
taxes, and of the expense attending the collection 
of each particular duty or tax, as far as such ex- 
pense can be discriminated; and also of the num- 
ber of officers employed in collecting the public 
revenue, and the allowances made to them, re- 
spectively. 


Fray, June 6. 


It being suggested that a mistake had occurred 
in the enrolment of the bill entitled “ An act lay- 
ing additional duties on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States, and on 
the tonnage of ships or vessels ;” on motion, 

Resoloed, That the Committee of Enrolment 
be authorized to amend the enrolled bill, entitled 
“ An act laying additional duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into the United States, 
and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,” by striking 


8p Con.—25 


out the word “next,” in the second line of the first 
section, and by inserting, instead thereof, the word 
“instant;” also, by making a corresponding alter- 
ation throughout the bill, and by striking out, in 
the title thereof, the words “and on the tonnage of 
ships or vessels ;" that the engrossed bill be amend- 
ed conformably thereto; and that the concurrence 
of the Senate be requested, by message, in this 
resolution. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have agreed to the resolution of this 
House, authorizing the Committee of Enrolment 
to amend the enrolled bill, entitled “ An act laying 
additional duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the tonnage 
of ships or vessels.” 

The present Doorkceper of the House having 
omitted to perform the duties of his office for some 
time past, 

Resolved, That the House will now proceed to 
choose another Doorkeeper in his room, to com- 
mence his services from and after Monday next. 

The House accordingly proceeded, by ballot, 
to the choice of a Doorkeeper; and, upon examin- 
ing the ballots, a majority of the votes of the 
Whole House was found in favor of Thomas 
Claxton, 

The House resolved itself intoa Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to provide for a 
Health Officer for the town of Baltimore; and 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made several amendments 
thereto; which were severally twice read, and 
agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
day. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday by the Committee of the 
Whole House to the bill making appropriations for 
certuin purposes therein expressed ; and the same, 
being read, were agreed to. The said bill was fur- 
ther amended at the Clerk’s table, and, together 
with the amendments, ordcred to be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of Griffith Jones; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said report 
under consideration, and come to a resolution 
thereupon; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring 
in a bill authorizing the proper officers of the 
Treasury to settle the account of Griffith Jones, as 
not barred by the act of limitation. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fixptey, Mr. Swirt, Mr. 
Van ALLEN, Mr. CapwaLAper, and Mr. CERIS- 
TIE, be a committee pursuant to the said resolu- 
tion. 

An engrossed bill to provide for a Health Officer 
for the town of Baltimore, was read the third time 
and passed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
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the Secretary of the Treasury on the petition of 
Samuel Prioleau, whieh lay on the table : where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the accounting officers of the 
Treasury be authorized to settle the accounts of 
Samuel Prioleau, as not barred by the statute of 
limitation. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. FINDLEY, 
Mr. Swirt, Mr. Van Auten, Mr. CADWALADER, 
and Mr. Curisiix, do prepare and bring in the 
same. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act concerning invalids; also, the bill entitled 
« An act laying duties ou property sold at auction,” 
with several amendments; to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House: the Senate have also 
passed the bill, entitled “ An act for the more eflec- 
tual protection of the Southwestern frontier sel- 
tlers,” with several amendments; to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Frxviex, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to authorize the scttlement of the 
claims of Griffith Jones and Samuel Prioleau: 
which was twice read, aud ordered to be engrossed 
and rend the third time to-day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the reports of the committee 
to whom was referred the memorials of the Clerks 
in several of the Public Offices; und, after some 
time spent therein, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee had had the said report under con- 
sideration, and come to a resolution thereupon; 
which was twice read, and agreed to by the House, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That Teighton Wood, Clement C. 
Brown, Joshua Dawson, Joseph Stretch, Charles 
Tomkins, William Shepherd, John Little, John 
Hindman, John Matthews, George Mitchell, John 
Thompson, Miles F. Clossey, Benjamin Bankson, 
Philip Audebert, Benjamin Betterton, and Joseph 
Parker, Clerks in the Public Offices, and the fami- 
lies of George Walker, Jacob S. {lowell, Charles 
Wilson, Thomas O'Hara, and Matthew Walker, 
also Clerks in the Public Offices, and of James 
Davison, a Clerk in the Post Office, be allowed, 
out of the Treasury of the United States, the sum 
of» dollars. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Tracy, 
Mr. Monreomery, and Mr. Witttams, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
« An act laying duties on property sold at auction ;” 
and, the same being read, were agreed to. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the settlement of 
the claims of Griffith Jones and Samuel Prioleau, 
against the United States, was read the third time 
and passed. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, enlitled 
« An act supplementary to the act, entitled * An act 
to promote the progress of Useful Arts 7” and, the 
same being read, were agreed to. 


REGISTRATION OF SEAMEN. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for registration and 
protection of American seamen. 

Mr. Firzstwoxs was against the bill. It would 
be extremely unfavorable to the Ameriean navi- 
gation; because every man on board of our ves- 
sels, who has not a certificate, will, in future, if 
the law takes place, be considered as not an Ame- 
rican. There are not one-tenth part of the sailors of 
the port of Philadelphia natives of the country. 
They -are the fragments of all nations; but they 
do their business for the most part very well. He 
thought that the Lill had much better be laid aside 
for the present. There was one difference be- 
tween this country and Britain, that had never 
yet been settled, Britain insists upon considering 
as her own lawful subjects all persons born in that 
country, or its dependencies, who had not been in 
the American service at the time when the Decla- 
ration of Independence was wade. This dificul- 
ty it had never yet been found practicable to re- 
move, 

Mr. Murray defended the bill. It was not his 
intention, when he moved the consideration of 
this subject, to promise a complete system in this 
desirable point—his wish was rather to secure the 
advantages which certainly were within our reach, 
than Quixotically to encounter or to dispute the 
claims of foreign nations on the point which the 
gentleman had alluded to—Britsin rested her 
claims to allegiance on a feudal principle, that no 
subject could, by any act of his own, by apy 
change of time, place, or of oath, free himself 
from his allegiance to his liege lord, as that natu- 
ral allegiance is indissoluble. He contests this 
principle, so inconvenient to mankind, at present. 
As the extent of this operation is a point which 
cannot be setiled by an act of this body, it must 
be determined by negotiation, and a convention 
stipnlating the precincts of right on this import- 
ant question. As to the argument, that those who 
shall not. obtain these protections will, though re- 
ally Americans, be liable to impreasment, it 
would apply with equal force to any other period 
at which this subject. should be taken up. ‘The 
very nature of the subject precludes the uniform 
operation of a law of this sort. As to titne and 
place, seamen are never all of them on shore— 
half are generally aboard, half on shore—it is not 
so with lays operating on land men, who are sta~ 
tionary, and can be uniformly acted on, al the 
same moment, Besides, this bill does not render 
it the duly of seamen to obtain evidence. Tf it 
did, the argument would apply, as it would then 
be concluded, that those who had not, protections 
were not entitled to them. The bill only enjoins it 
as a duty on Collectors to do certain things on ap- 
plication, This objection is then not to the bill, but 
to the nature of the subject of it. Mr. M. stated 
the circumstances that took place during the 
Nootka Sound impressment, where so many Ame- 
ricans were ignominiously impressed. He hoped 
in a few years to see a strong line drawn between 
our seamen aud those of all other nations, and he 
could not believe but that if our own seamen car- 
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ried out such cvidence of birth and of citizenship 
as the bill demanded, even the British, whose in- 


solence had been so recently manifested, would’ 


pay as much respect to such evidence, when en- 
tered in the ships’ papers, as they will to clear- 
ances or other papers certified under the authori 
tics of the United States. 

The general object of the bill was to protect 
seamen from forcign impressment, but some col- 
lateral benefits naturally were attendant on the 
main object. By beginning a registration of sea- 
men, the country will in time derive the advan- 
tage of knowing the number of seafaring citizens, 
on whom she may rely in time of war—and the 
municipal rights of citizens will be rendered more 
secure in case of intestacy occurring among a 
body who are fond of change, whose names, births, 
and place of general residence, being identified be- 
fore they leave the country, their heirs will have 
additional security. On this part of the bill, he 
would remark that nothing more than an outline 
of a larger system than could be completely or- 
ganized was intended. In time, when practice 
shall have pointed the attention of seamen to 
this subject, a very good provision may be in- 
grafted to great advantage under the principle of 
registers, the obliging of captains to return a list 
of the seamen who may come home, with the 
cause of absence of such as may not return, all 
of whose names will have been previously re- 
gistered. ‘This was a few years since the practice 
in France, and was an attention to the seamen 
and their interest, which was worthy of imitation, 
as it secured their effects and wages to their legal 
representatives. This, however, could not be 
done till usage had fumiliarized both captains and 
sailors to a practice of registering, from motives 
of immediate personal protection, as is intended 
by this bill. The Collector of the district who 
gives clearances to vessels is obliged by the bill to 
keep this book, in which he is to enter the names, 
ages, places of birth, and of general residence, of 
all American seamen who may apply with well 
attested proof of the fact and cirenmstance of 
birth or of citizenship. After he has entered 
these things in his book, he is to make a short 
memorandum of this in each case in the clearance 
of the vessels, certifying that the memorandum is 
from authenticated evidence. Ife is then to give 
the seatuen a certificate called a protection, which 
will likewise be a short memorandum from the 
evidence stated, attested by himself, and under 
seal, and then return to the seaman all his original 
papers. ‘he original papers are to be returned 
that a seaman who has once obtained them may 
be cnabled to have similar protection granted him 
at any port in the United States subsequently, if 
he should happen to embark at a distance from 
the place where he could most casily obtain evi 
dence of the highest degree, that of parcnts or 
neighbors in early life. Thus, a seaman obtain- 
ing evidence in Baltimore, might, at Boston, on 
another voyage, be assisted, and receive a protec- 
tion. IIe will, of course, feel a pride, as well as 
interest, in the safe-kecping of these papers. They 
will prove frequently the means of protection and 


aid to him in foreign countries, and operate by a 
ready association of interest aud affection in his 
mind, as a badge of national glory, and an incen- 
tive to patriotism. We must, at least, trust to 
practice for protection in all provisions of this 
sort. We must suppose a wisdom in Government 
that will avail itself of that trust which practice 
never fails to suggest. He well knew there were 
many difficulties in the way, yet he did not despair 
of partial success, though complete security were 
unattainable, as long as the rights of citizenship, 
adverse to the obligations of natural allegiance, as 
it is called in Fngland, remained unsettled, or at 
least not recognized between this country and 
Great Britain by convention. If we do not now 
begin the system, it must be done some other time, 
and the objections he had heard would apply to 
any other period, so it was good policy to begin 
now if at all. 

Mr. W. SmıTu objected to the bill, as at present 
impracticable. He moved that this Committee do 
now rise, 

Mr. Dayron seconded the motion. He was of 
opinion that we were, in this case, like a dwarf 
taking the standard height of a full grown man to 
measure himself by. All seamen of the United 
States, who wanted this certificate, would, in fu- 
ture, be seized, and it was certain that many 
would neglect to get it. 

The Committee now rose, and the question being 
taken that the Committee of the Whole House 
have leave to sit again on the said bill. It passed 
in the negative. 

Ordered, That the Committee to whom was 
committed the report of the Secretary of War on 
the memorial of Peter Perrit, be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same, and that the 
said memorial be again referred to the Secretary of 
War, with instruction further to examine the same, 
and make report thereon at the next session. 


SOUTHWESTERN FRONTIER. 


The IIouse proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act for the more effectual protection of the 
Southwestern frontier settlers :” whereupon, 

The first amendment, to strike out tne first three 
sections of the said bill, being read at the Olerk’s 
table, in the words following, viz : 


“Be it enacted by the Senate und House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to call out, from time to 
time, as occasion may require, any number of militia, 
belonging to the States of Georgia, South Carolina, 
North Carolina, Virginia, or the Territory South of the 
river Ohio, not exceeding, in the whole, ten thousand, 
as may at any time be by him thought necessary to 
carry on offensive operations against the Creek and 
Cherokee nations or tribes of Indians: J’rovided, 
‘That the militia to be called out be not continued in 
service for a longer term than six months, at any one 
time. 

“Sue. 2. And be if further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be authorized to establish such 
military posts as he may deem neccasary for the perma- 
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nent security of the Southwestern frontier settlers; and 
that the posts, so to be established, shall be guarded by 
troops from the line of the present Military establish- 
ment, or by the militia from the States and Territory 
aforesaid, as the President may judge most expedient ; 
and between every two of the said posts there shall be 
kept up a constant patrol of mounted rangers. 

“Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, Thal, the militia 
to be employed by virtue of this act shall, while iu the 
service, be entitled to receive the same rations, pay, and 
clothing, or money in lieu thereof, as the troops now in 
the service of the United States are entitled vo.” 


And, in licu thereof, insert : 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress as 
sembled, That the President of the United States shall 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to raise, for three years, 
unless sooner discharged, within the States of Georgia, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, and the Territory 
South of the Ohio, and Virginia, an additional regi- 
ment of infantry, consisting of one thousand one hon- 
dred and forty non-commissioned officers and psivates, 
aud solely tu appoint the counuissioned officers thereto, 
aud organize the same, according tu the present Es- 
tablishment: Provided, That, if the President of the 
United States shall be of opinion that any part of the 
legion now in service, whether officers or privates, can, 
without detriment to the public service, be transferred, 
and constitute a part of the regiment herein provided, 
he be authorized to make such transfer. 

“Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the non- 
commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, of the 
said regiment shall receive, as a bounty, the sum of 
twenty dollars, one half to he paid immediately after 


enlistment, the other half at the end of three months | 


thereafter : and that they, together with the commission- 
ed officers, shall receive the same pay and allowances, 
in all respects, and be governed by the same rules and 
articles of war, as the other troups of the United States.” 


Mr. Gites expressed the utmost surprise at such 
a proposal. First, it had been projected to raise a 
standing army of fifleen thousand men, then twen- 


; that floor. He was against the amendment, be- 
cause he knew from repeated cxperiments, that 
regular troops were, in this kind of service, alto- 
: gether useless. The militia of the frontiers, who 
| knew the country, and whose habits of life made 
‘them perfectly acquainted with the character of 
the enemy whom they had to encounter, were the 
; only proper forces to oppose the Indians, with 
| guccess. But why Government should burden it- 
‘self with an useless expense, or the people with a 
; kind of defence which they disliked, Mr. MeD. 
| did not know. Perhaps there was ne part of the 
j Union that had behaved so prudently and so pa- 
cifically as the cilizens on the Southwestern fron- 
tiers, Yet Indian treaties were constantly broken’ 
‘by the savages themselves. Gendemen who had 
| never been witnesses to the scene, did not feel il, 
, with adequate comprehension or sensibility. A 
j man went to his corn-field, along with his son, 
| who was shot dead by his side, He came Bome, 
, and found his wife and the rest of his family mur- 
dered. Circumstances of this kind, and of which 
| Mr. McD. drew an affecting picture, were too 
1 dreadful for human patience to support. 
| Mr. Bocnisor thought that the militia could not 
be kept together for six months, and that it was 
better to have regular troops. 
Mr. Ames replied to Mr. Gites. It was wrong 
; to say that this was part of a system, and that the 
twenty-five thousand men had been part of it. He 
saw no such thing. We have one Indian war 
| already, which is enough at a time. Those whom 
we are now to quarrel with, are three tines more 
numerous than those to the Northwest. The 
| Crecks, Cherokees, Choctaws, and Chickasaws, 
were, as Mr. A. had been informed, fifteen thou- 
sand fighting men. He did not think that there 
were luo many Indians on the frontier, any more 
than too many wild beasts. The one might, by 
| skilful management, be rendered as barmless as 
the other. Even the success of an Indian war, by 


ty-five thousand, then ten thousand; and now, | extending our frontier, augments the number of 
when all these schemes had been put to an end, | our enemics; so that the task is hopeless, and has 
this regiment of eleven hundred and forty men | no end. Distance from the Seat of Government 
has appeared. Proteus never assumed a greater | would increase, and with it the charges of de- 
number of shapes than tbis attempt has done. His | fence. He was not one of those who wished to 
jealousy was highly excited by such a steady ad- He recom- 


herence to an idea so extremely offensive. The 
people of the United States did not wish to be 
trodden down by a Continental army. How this 
amendment might sit on the stomachs of some 


exterminate these poor creatures. 
mended a system of restraint on both sides. He 
\ could wish for something as strong as the Chinese 
; wall to separate them. When an exasperated 
| militia went out, what were we to expect, but that 


people, he could not say; but, if he were one of | the first man with a red skin whom they met 
the gentlemen who represented the people, from i would be shot? Presently you discover that you 
whom the requisition for defence had come, the | have been shooting an Indian of the wrong na- 
amendment of the Senate would sit very badly in- | tion, while, in the mean time, this whole nation 
deed upon his stomach. rises and attacks you. The Continental troops, 

Mr. Nicno.as said, that a bill had been wanted | as being Jess exasperated, were less apt to fall into 
to protect the frontiers, but, by this amendment, | mistakes of this kind. He did not wish the militia 
the bill would scourge them. He wondered at | to be called out in such numbers, as were proposed, 
the pertinacity of some people, in adhering to the | by the bill when sent up to the Senate. He wished, 


idea of a standing army. Mr. N. enlarged consid- | if possible, for a restraint on both parties. He was 
erably on the question before the Ilouse. for the amendment. 
Mr. McDowett had lived long on the frontiers, Mr. Murray was of the same opinion. It was 


and he believed that he uuderstuvd, from personal | not once in ten times that, when an Indian was 
experience, what was the proper mode of defend- | hilled by a white man, the murderer could be 
ing them, as well as perhaps any gentleman on! convicted. As to the standiug army being an 
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object of alarm, he ridiculed that idea. But, at 
any rate, it was possible to limit the operations of 
this regiment of eleven hundred and forty men to 
the Southwestern frontier, if gentlemen were 
afraid of their being marched up and down the 
country. 

Mr. Gron said, that there was ‘something in 
this question, just like that some days since, about 
the galleys. If you do not want them, they shall 
not be forced upon you. He could not see their 
use in South Carolina. It was a body of militia 
that was wanted. There are no tumults in South 
Carolina to be repressed by a standing army. The 
expedition against Spain is knocked up. What oc- 
“casion, then, can there be for them? Ie feared that 
this corps was only a part of the old leaven, the 
gilding of abad pill. He liked this proposal better 
than the others of the same sort, only because, as 
the numbers arc inferior, the evils are less. Mr. G. 
had no idea of hiring other people to do for us 
what we can do for ourselves. He had voted against 
the twenty-five thousand men, and the ten thon- 
sand, and he should also vote against the present 
number. 

Mr. Mantson said, that he would not enter at 
large into this subject, but there was one circum- 
stance in the business which struck him as very 
strange. It was proposed to raise a new corps, at 
a bounty of twenty dollars. The present army 
wanted more than the whole number of this corps 
to fill up its deficiencies, and yet the proposal for 
completing them had been rejected. Thus are we 
to be at the expense of supporting the skeleton of 
an army. Was it not better to fill up the old corps, 
than to put ourselves to the inconvenience of rais- 
ing a new one? 

Mr. McDoweut rosc to correct what had fallen 
from Mr. Ames, as to the strength of the Indian 
nations on the Southwestern frontier. The Choc- 
taws and Chickasaws are, and always have been, 
friends to the white people, and ready to fight for 
them. The Creeks and Cherokees do not, at the 
most, extend to more than seven or eight thousand 
men, 

Mr. Carves.—The only use that Continental 
troops can be of is, to defend posts; and it has been 
found, by the experience of several years, that 

osts do more mischief than service. They are 
established at a distance of fifteen or twenty miles 
from each other. The Indian parties slip in be- 
tween them; and the fronticr settlers, depending 
on the protection of the regulars, are not, as they 
otherwise would be, upon their guard against the 
savages. The consequence is, that they are fre- 
quently murdered; while the only service per- 
formed by the Continentals is, that when the 
militia pursue the Indians, they are prevented by 
the former from crossing what is called the line. 
That is the whole service which they have per- 
formed in Georgia. In short, against the Creeks, 
they are good for nothing. Mr. C. wished that 
gentlemen would frankly say, once for all, that 
the Georgians did not deserve protection, and then 
the State would know what was to be done, He 
insisted on it, that, in Georgia, there were impro- 
per leanings in favor of the Indians. He referred 


to some persons in office, whom he specified. Hoe 
believed siucercly that the Senate imagined them- 
selves to be acting for the best; but they could not 
be such compctent judges as persons on the spot. 
Within the last seven years, there has not been a 
single instance of an Indian killed, by a white man, 
unless when the Indians themselves began the 
quarrel. During the last ten or twelve years, 
there had been stolen from Georgia, horses to the 
amount of an hundred thousand dollars, These 
were often the chief property of poor people, who 
had nothing else to depend on for supporting their 
families. Gentlemen say that we have one In- 
dian war already. But if you have two hands, 
both in the fire at once, will you pull out one be- 
fore the other? The Creeks are a savage and 
faithless tribe. Some years ago, a treaty was 
made with them at New York; and this treaty 
cost, in presents, sixty-one thousand dollars. Well, 
before the chiefs got home, a fresh set of murders 
were committed. A set of Commissioners were 
next sent, and this embassy cost perhaps an hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars more. Gentlemen 
might talk as they thought fit about Indians; for 
his own part, he would not give the lifa of one 
white man for those of fifty Indians. The militia 
had been always successful against them, and the 
regulars had always been beaten; this showed the 
futility of the present amendment from the Se- 
nate. Of the successes of the militia, he gave 
some striking instances, where they had defeated 
three or four times their own number. As an 
evidence of the improper leaning on behalf of the 
Indians, Mr. C. adverted to what had just hap- 
pened in Georgia. A gang of savages stole some 
horses. Lieutenant Hay, with a party of dragoons, 
pursued them, and fell into an ambuscade, where 
Mr. Hay and two men werc killed, ‘This was the 
way that the Creeks kept a peace. Soon after, an 
Indian, being found in the Statc, was wounded; 
and in the correspondence read the other day, to 
the IIousc, it was so stated, as if the white people 
were to blame. It made every drop of blood in 
his heart boil, to hear what he heard in this city as 
to the character and conduct of his constituents. As 
a Representative of Georgia, he demanded effectual 
aid for that State. Ifthe Jouse did not choose to 
grant it, he warned them that the Georgians would 
take measures for themselves. It was needless to 
speak of ecouomy, after squandering such vast sums 
as he had mentioned, in the purchase of treaties 
thal were never kept. He was against the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. Darron rose to contradict one assertion, 
which had fallen from the gentleman, viz: that tho 
regulars were always beaten by the Indians, If 
gentlemen exercised their memories, or attended to 
historical facts, they would see the contrary. Genc- 
ral Sullivan had entered the country of the Six Na- 
tions, had defeated them, and destroyed their 
towns, and since that time they had been looked 
upon as a subdued people. Mr. D. was himself in 
the army on that expedition, and a witness to the 
success of the regulars. He was for the amend- 
ment, 

The question was put that the House do concur 
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with the Senate in the said amendment, and passed 
in the negative—ycas 26, nays 42—as follows: 

Yeras.—Fisher Ames, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 
Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, George Dent, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry 
Glenn, James Gordon, William Hindman, Henry Lati- 
mer, Amasa Learned, Francis Malbone, William Vans 
Murray, Theodore Sedgwick, William Smith, Zepha 
niah Swift, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, and John Watts. 

Nays.—Theodorus Bailev, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas 
Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, William Findley, William B. Giles, James 
Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gilwan, Andrew 
Giegg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, Daniel 
Heister, William Lyman, Nathanicl Macon, James 
Madison, Joseph M’Dowell, Alexander Mebane, Wil- 
liam Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, Jobn 
Nichclas, Alexander D, Orr, Josiah Parker, Francis 
Preston, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, 
Jeremiah Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph 
Winston. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the 
said amendments be put off till to-morrow. 


Sarurpay, June 7. 

An engrossed bill making appropriations for 
certain purposes therein expressed, was read the 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill making an extra allowauce to certain 
clerks in the public offices, and to the widows and 
families of certain deceased clerks; which was read 
twice and ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time to-day. 

A message from the Senate informed the [ouse, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act making certain alterations in the act establish- 
ing the Judicial Courts, and altering the time and 
place of holding certain Courts,” with several 
amendments; to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. The Senate have also passed the 
bill, entitled “ An act to amend the act, entitled 
‘ An act to enable the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia linc, on Continental Establishment, to ob- 
tain titles to certain lands lying Northwest of the 
River Ohio, between the Little Miami and Sciota,’” 
with several amendments; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. The Senate have 
also agreed to the resolution “‘ directing the Secre- 
tary of War to make out, and return to the Dis- 
trict Judges, certain lists, in the cases of invalid 
pensioners,” with several amendments; to which 
they desire tho concurrence of this House. 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and twen- 
ty-five dollars be allowed to the clerk employed by 
the committee appointed to examine into the state 
of the Treasury Department, to be paid by the 
Clerk of this House, and charged to the account of 
Contingent expenses. 

The Houso procceded to consider the report of 
the Committee to whom was referred the petition 


j of Robert Lyell, which lay on the table: Where- 
upon a motion was made, and the question being 
put, that the House do come to the following reso- 
lution thereupon : 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of War be authorized and 
he ia hereby directed to place Robert Lyell, a captain 
lin the late Continental Army of the South Carolina 

line, upon the invalid pension list, with the annual al- 
lowance of an inyalid captain of the said line, to com- 
mence at the time of his diseharge, after the tail of 
Charleaton, where he was captured by the Briush army :? 

It passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That Mr. Trumecus, Mr. Irypway, 
and Mr. Gitmay, be appointed a committee jointly, 
with such committee as shall be appointed on the 
part of the Senate, to wait on the PRESIDENT or 
THe Unrrep States, and to notify him of the pro- 
posed recess of Congress. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

An engrossed bill making an extra allowance to 
certain clerks in the public offices, and to the wi- 
dows and families of certain deceased clerks, was 
read the third time and passed. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendments proposed by the Senate tv the bill, 
entitled “ An act for the more effectual protection 
of the Southwestern frontier scttlers:” Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That this louse doth disagree to all 
the amendments to the said bill. 

A petition of Thomas Dunn was presented to the 


L 
House and read, praying to be appointed Assistaut 
Doorkeeper. Laid on the tabie. 

The louse proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act to amend the act, enlitied ‘An act to en- 
able the officers and soldiers of the Virginia iine, 
on Continental Establishment, to obuun titles te 
certain lands lying Northwest of the river Ono, be- 
tween the’Little Miami and Sciota;’” and the same 
being read, were agreed to. 

Resolned by the Senate and House of Lop restnta- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That it shall be the duty of the respect- 
ive clerks in the several District Courts of the 
United States to return true copies of the tables of 
fees payable in the Supreme or Superior Courts of 
the State in which such cierks reside, to the Aitor- 
ney General of the United States, ou or before the 
first day of December next. 

Ordered, Toat the Clerk of this House do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

The Tlonse proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senate to the resolution di- 
recting the Secretary of War to make out. and re- 
turn to the District Judges, certain lists in the cases 
of invalid pensioners, and the same being read, was 
agrecd to. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
i “An act making certain alterations in the act for 
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establishing the Judicial Courts, and altering the 
time and place of holding certain Courts ;” and 
the same being read at the Clerk’s table, some were 
agreed to, others amended and agreed to, and others 
disagreed to. 

The Ilouse proceeded by ballot to the choice of 
an Assistant Doorkeeper, to commence his ser- 
vices on the first day of the next session; and upon 
examining the ballots, a majorily of the votes of 
the whole House was found in favor of Thomas 
Dunn. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom were referred the laws of the Territory of 
the United States Northwest of the river Ohio, 
passed the first day of August, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two, be committed to a Com 
mittce of the Whole House on Monday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act declaring the consent of Congress to an act of 
the State of Maryland, passed the twenty-cighth 
of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-threc, for the appointment of a Health 
Officer.” 

The Iouse proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate Lo the bill, entitled 
“An act declaring the consent of Congress to an 
act of the State of Maryland, passed the twenty- 
eighth of December, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-three, for the appointment of a Health 
Officer,” and the same being read, werc agreed lo. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Scnate insist on their amendments, disa- 
greed to by this Louse, to the bill, entitled ‘An 
act for the more effectual protection of the South- 
western frontier settlers ;” and desire a conference 
with this House on the subject-matter of the said 
amendments ; to which conference the Senate have 
appointed managers on their part. 

The Ifouse proceeded to consider the said mes- 
sage: Whercupoa, 

Resolced, That this House doth agree to the 
conference desired by the Senate; and that Mr. 
Nicwouas, Mr. Canxes, and Mr. McDowell, be 
appointed managers at the same, on the part of 
this House. 

. Mr. Nicgonas, from the managers appointed on 
the part of this House, to attend the conference 
with the Senate, on the subject-matter of the 
amendments depending between the two Houses 
to the bill for the more effectual protection of the 
Southwestern frontier settlers, made a report: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth adhere to their 
disagreement to the said amendments. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth 
of the members present, those who voted in the 
affirmative, are: 


Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, 
Thomas Claiborne, William J. Dawson, William Find- 
ley, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, 
William Barry Grove, Danicl Heister, Nathaniel Macon, 
James Madisvu, Joseph McDowell, William Montgome- 
ry, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, 
Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Fran- 
eis Preston, Thomas Scott, Jeremah Smith, Thomas 


Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, and Joseph Win- 
stun—30. 

Those who voted in the negative, are: 

Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, George Dent, Thomas Fitzsimons, 
Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, William 
Hindman, Johu Hunter, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learn- 
ed, Francis Malbone, William Vans Murray, Andrew 
Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, William Smith, Zepha- 
niah Swift, Silas Tatbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Alien, Peleg Wads- 
worth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, and John Watts—28, 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the joint committee of the 
two IIouses appointed to wait on the PRESIDENT 
or THE Unirep Sratrs, and notify him of the pro- 
posed recess of Congress, reported that the com- 
mittee had performed that scrvice. 

Mr. Trenwent read a resolution for reducing 
the salaries paid to the officers of the United States. 
That of the Prrstpyntr was to be reduced, after 
the present term of appointment, to twelve thou- 
sand dollars, that of a member of Congress to four 
dollars per day, with various others of the same 
kind. 

A motion to print it was rejected. It was then 
moved to proceed with it immediately. 

Mr. Wapsworti considered it as a good elec- 
tionecring project. Jt would, he doubted not, be 
very popular ; and as there were only fifty or sixty 
members in the House just now, they had better 
take it up, and try to get all the credit of it to 
themselves. lt was, afler some conversation, with- 
drawn by the mover. 

Mr. Tua‘rcrer moved that such members as had 
received their pay up to Monday next, and then 
absented themselves, should be ordered next ses- 
sion to return as much as they had received for 
the days when absent. The motion was ordered 
tv lic on the table, 

Mr. W. Sxi laid on the table a resolution for 
granting a delay to persous who had suffered by 
spoliations in the West Indies, of the payment of 
duties to Government. 

Ordered, That there be a call of the House on 
Monday morning at nine o'clock. 


Monvay, June 9. 

Levert Bexroy, trom South Carolina, appeared, 
produced his credentials, and took his seat in the 
Housc ; the oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States being first administered to him by 
Mr. Spraxken, according to law. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, with 
the approbation of the Srearer, be authorized to 
employ a third engrossing clerk in his office, for 
such time, during the next recess, as shall be found 
necessary, and to pay him for his services, on the 
Svuaken’s certificate, at the same rate as to the 
other engrossing clerks, out of the contingent mo- 
ney of the House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act for the further compensation of clerks in the 
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Auditor’s Office ;” to which they desire the concur- | 
; y 


rence of this Jouse. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
for the further compensation of clerks in the Au- 
ditor's Office,” was read twice, and on the question 
that the said bill be read the third time, it passed 
in the negative. And so the said bill was rejected. 

Mr. Benton, from South Carolina, informed the 
Spracer, that he had been prevented by indispo- 
sition in his family, and a long voyage, from at- 
tending his duty sooner in that House. This was 
the day of adjournment, and he wished to inform 
the louse, that he should decline receiving pay 
for his travelling expenses, or attendance. He was 
not willing to qualify himself this day, unless it 
could be noted on the journals that he had refused 
any compensation, He took the oath. 


The Srriter laid before the House a Letter 


j from the Treasurer of the United Slates, accom- 
| panying his account of the receipts and payments 


of public moneys, from the first of January tu the 
thirty-first of March, 1794, inclusive; which were 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, 
to inform them that this House, having completed 
the business before them, are about to adjourn; and 
that the Clerk of this House do go with the said 
message, 

A message from the Senato informed the House 
that the Senate having completed the Legislative 
business before them, are now about to adjonma 
until the first Monday in November next. Where- 
upon Mr. Spraker adjourned the House until the 

‘first Monday in November next, 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF 


THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 


AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE TIIIRD CONGRESS, HELD IN TIE CITY OF 
PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 3, 1794. 


Moxpay, November 8, 1794. 


The following Senators appeared and took their 
seats; 

Ratpn izaro, President pro tem., from South 
Carolina. 

Jons Lavenon and SAMUEL LIYLRNORE, from New 
Hampshire. 

Grorce Carnot, from Massachusetts. 

Onrver Ettsworta, from Connecticut. 

Tirronore Foster, from Rhode Island. 

Mosts Rortvson, from Vermont. 

Rurvs Kiva, from New York. 

Ronert Morris, from Pennsylvania. 

Jons Brown, from Kentucky. 

Bevsamix Hawkins, from North Carolina. 

The number asserbled uot being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate ad- 
journed to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Turspay, November 4. 


The Senate assembled: present as yesterday ; 
Joun Vinixc, from the State of Delaware, at- 
tended. 

The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate ad- 
journed to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Wepnespay, November 5. 


The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 

The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate ad- 
journed to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Toursnay, November 6. 


The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 

The number assembled uot being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate ad- 
journed to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Fripay, November 7. 


The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 

The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate ad- 
journed to 11 o’clock on Monday morning. 


Moxpay, November 10. 


The Senate assembled: present as on the 7th; 
and 

Jons Apaws, Vice President of the United 
States and President of the Senate, attended. 

ALEXANDER MARTIN, from the State of North 
Carolina, and James Jackson, from the Slate of 
Georgia, severally attended. 

The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate ad- 
journed to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Tvrspay, November 11. 


The Senate assembled: present as yesterday ; and 
į Witniam Braprorp, from the Slate of Rhode Island, 
` attended. 
The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate ad- 
journed to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Wepnespay, November 12. 


The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 

The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate ad- 
journed to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Taurspay, November 13. 


The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 

The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate ad- 
journed to 11 o’clock to morrow morning. 


Fray, November 14. 


The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 

The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate ad- 
journed to 11 o’clock on Monday morning. 


Moxpay, November 17. 


The Senate assembled: present as on Friday. 

The number assembled not being sufficient to 
form a quorum, the Vick Presipent was request- 
ed, by the Senators present, to write a letter to 
each of the absent Senators, stating that a fort- 
night has already elapsed without the formation 


787 


Senatz,] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Proceedinys. 


788 


[Novemper, 1794. 


of a Senate, and urging their immediate attendance 
as necessary to enable Congress to commence the 
business of the session. 

The Scuate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 


duced symptoms of riot and violence. It is well known, 
that Congress did not hesitate to examine the com- 
plaints which were presented; and to relicve them, as 
far as justice dictated, or general convenience would 
permil. But, the impression which this moderation 
made un the discontented, did not correspond with what 
it deserved, The arts of delusion were no longer con- 
fined to the efforts of designing individuals. The very 
forbearance to press prosecutions was misinterpreted 
into a fear of urging the execution of the laws; and as- 
sociations of men began to denounce threats against 


Tusspay, November 18. 


Aaron Berr, from New York, appeared to-day, 
which formed a quorum, and enabled the Senate to 
proceed to business. . | the officers employed. From a belief, that, by a more 

Messages were accordingly exchanged between | formal concert, their operation might be defeated, cer- 
the two Ilouses, and a joint committce was ap- i tain self c cated societies assumed the tone of condem- 
pointed to wait on the Presirny or THE UNITED | pation. Hence, while the greater part of Pennsylvania 
States, to inform him that a quorum of the two | itself were conforming themselves to the acts of excise, 
Houses is assembled, and are ready to receive any | afew counties were resolved to frustrate them. It was 


communications that he may be pleased to make to 
them. 

Mr. Izarn, from the joint committee appointed 
for the purpose, reported that the Presment would 
mect the two TTouses in the Representatives Cham- 
ber at 12 o'clock to-morrow. 

The Vier Prusinest laid before the Senate a 
letter from Samucl Meredith, Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States, with his account of expenditures of 
thé War Department for the quarter ending the 
30th of June last; which was read, and ordered to | 
lic on the table. 

The Senate having received a Message from the 
House on the subject of electing a Chaplain for each 
House, to interchange weckly, proceeded to the 
choice of one, on the part of the Senate, and ap 
pointed the Right Reverend Bishop Warre. 


Wepnespay, November 19. 


Jons Epwaups, from Kentucky, this day at 
tended. 

The Senate, agreeably to appointment, attended 
in the House of Representatives, in order to re- 
ceive the Psesipentr’s Communicatious; and, on 
their return, the Presipnny’s Speech was read, as 
follows : 


Fellow-cilizens of the Senate, and 
of the Jlouse of Representatives : 


When we call to mind the gracious indulgence of 
Heaven, by which the American people became a na- 
tion; when we survey the general prosperity of our 
Country, and look forward to the riches, power, and 
happiness, to which it seems destined ; wilh the deep- 
est regret do 1 announce to you that, during your re 
cess, sume of the citizens of the United States have been 
found capable of an insurrection, It is due, however, 
to the character of our Government, and to its stability, 
which cannot be shaken by the enemies of order, freely 
to unfold the course of this event. 

During the session of the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety, it was expedient to exercise the 
Legislative power, granted by the Constitution of the 
United Stales, “ to lay and collect excises.” In a ma- 
jority of the States, scarcely an objection was heard to 
this mode of taxation. In some, indeed, alarms were at 
first conceived, until they were banished by reason and 
patriotism, In the four western counties of Peunsyl- 
vania, a prejudice, fortered and embittered by the ar- 
tifice of men, who labored for an ascendancy over the 
will of others, by the guidauce of their passions, pro- 


now perceived, that every expectation from the tender- 
ness which had been hitherto pursued was unavailing, 
and that further delay could only create an opinion of 
impotency or irresolution in the Government. Legal 
process was therefore delivered to the Marshal against 
the rioters and delinquent distillers. 


No sooner was he understood to be engaged in this 
duty, than the vengeance of armed men was aimed at 
Ais person, and the person and property of the Inspect- 
or of the Revenue. They fired upou the Marshal, ar- 
rested bim, and detained him, for some time, as a pri- 
soner. He was obliged, by the jeopardy of his life, to 
renounce the service of uther process, on the west side 
of the Allegany mountain; and a deputation was after- 
wads sent to him to demand a surrender of that which 
he had served, A numerous body repeatedly attacked 
the house of the Inspector, seized his papers of office, 
and finally destroyed by fire his buildings and whatso- 
ever they contained. Both of these officers, from a just 
regard to their safety, fled to the Seat of Government; it 
being avowed, that the motives to such outrages were 
to compel the resignation of the Inspector ; to withstand 
by force of arms the authority of the United States; 
and thereby to extort a repeal of the laws of excise, and 
an alteration in the conduct of Government. 


Upon the testimony of these facts, an Associate Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of the United States notified 
to me that “in the counties of Washington and Alle- 
gany, in Pennsylvania, laws of the United States were 
opposed, and the execution thereof obstructed, by com- 
binations, too powerful to be suppressed by the ordina- 
ry course of judicial proceedings, or by the powers vest- 
ed in the Marshal of that district.” On this call, mo- 
mentous in the extreme, I sought and weighed what 
might best subdue the crisis, On the one hand, the 
Judiciary was pronounced to be stripped of its capacity 
to enforce the laws ; crimes, which reached the very 
existence of social order, were perpetrated without con- 
trol: the friends of Government were insulted, abused, 
and ovyerawed into silence, or an apparent acquiescence ; 
and, to yivld to the treasonable fury of so small a por- 
tion of the Uniled States would be to violate the funda- 
mental principle of our Constitution, which enjoins that 
the will of the majority shall prevail. On the other, to 
array citizen against citizen, to publish the dishonor of 
such excesses, to encounter the expense, and other em- 
barrassments, of so distant an expedition, were stepa 
too delicate, too closely interwoven with many affecting 
considerations, to be lightly adopted. I postponed, there- 
fore, the summoning the militia immediately into the 
field ; but, I required them to be held in readiness, that, 
if my anxious endeavors to reclaim the deluded. and to 
convince the malignant of their danger, should be fruit- 
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less, military force might be preparod to act, before the 
season should be too far advanced. 

My Proclamation of the 7th of August last was ac- 
cordingly issued, and accompanied by the appointment 
of Commissioners, who were charged to repair to the 
scene of insurrection. They were authorized to confer 
with any bodies of men or individuals. They were in- 
structed to be candid and explicit in stating the sensa- 
tions which had been excited in the Executive, and his 
earnest wish to avoid a resort to coercion; to represent, 
however, thal without submission, coercion must be 
the resort; but to invite them, at the same time, to re- 
turn to the demeanor of faithful citizens, by such ac- 
commodations as lay within the sphere of Exccutive 
power. Pardon, too, was tendered to them by the Go 
vernment of the United States, and that of Pennsyl- 
vania, upon no other condition than a satisfactory as- 
surance of obedience to the laws. 

Although the report of the Commissioners marks 
their firmness and abilities, and must unite all virtuous 
men, by showing that the means of conciliation have 
been exhausted, all of those who had committed or 
abetted the tumults did not subscribe the mild form 
which was proposed as the atonement ; and the indica- 
tions of a peaceable temper were neither sufficiently 
general nor conclusive to recommend or warrant the 
further suspension of the march of the militia. 

Thus, the painful alternative could not be discarded. 
I ordered the militia to march—after once more admo- 
nishing the insurgents, in my Proclamation of the 25th 
of September last. 

It was a task ioo difficult to ascertain with precision 
the lowest degree of force competent to the quelling of 
the insurrection, From a respect, indeed, to economy, 
and the ease of my fellow-citizens belonging to the mi- 
litia, it would have gratified me to accomplish such an 
estimate. My very reluctance to ascribe too much im- 
portance to the opposition, had its extent been accu- 
rately seen, would have been a decided inducement to 
the smaileat efficient numbers. In this uncertainty, 
therefore, I put into motion fifteen thousand men, as 
beiug an army which, according to all human calcula- 
tion, would be prompt and adequate in every view, and 
might, perhaps, by rendering resistance desperate, pre- 
vent the effusion of blood. Quotas had been assigned 
to the States of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia; the Governor of Pennsylvania having 
declared, on this occasion, an opinion which justified a 
requisition tu the other Slates, 

As Commander-in-Chief of the Militia, when called 
into th: actual service of the United States, I have vi- 
sited the places of gencral rendezvous to obtain more 
exact information, and to dircct a plan for ulterior move 
ments. Lad there been room for a persuasion, that the 
Jawa were secure from obstruction; that the civil Ma- 
gistrate was able to bring to justice such of the most 
culpable as have not embraced the proffered terms of 
amuesty, and may be deemed fit objects of example; 
that the friends to peace and good government were not 
iu need of that aid and countenance which they ought 
always to receive, and, I trust, ever will receive, against 
the vicious and turbulent; I should have caught with 
avidity the opportunity of restoring the militia to their 
families and homes. But, succeeding intelligence has 
tended to manifest the necessity of what has been done; 
it being now confessed by those who were not inclined 
to exaggerate the iJl conduct of the insurgents, that their 
malevolence was not poinied merely to a particular law, 
but that a spirit inimical to all order, has actuated 
many of the offenders. If the state of things had af 


forded reason for the continuance of my presence with 
the army, it would not have been withholden. But 
every appearanee assuring such an issue as will re- 
dound to the reputation and strength of the United 
States, I have judged it most proper to resume my du- 
ties at the Seat of Government, leaving the chief com- 
mand with the Governor of Virginia. 

Still, however, as it is probable that, in a commotion 
like the present, whatever may be the pretence, the 
purposes of mischief and revenge may not be laid aside, 
the stationing of a small force, for a certain period, in 
the four western counties of Pennsylvania, will be in- 
dispensable, whether we contemplate the situation of 
those who are connected with the exccution of the laws, 
or of others, who may have exposed themselves by an 
honorable attachment to them, Thirty days from the 
cornmencement of this session being the legal limitation 
of the employment. of the militia, Congresa cannot be 
too early occupied with this subject. 

Among the discussions which may arise from this 
aspect of our affairs, and from the documents which will 
be submitted to Congress, it will not escape their obser- 
vation, that not only the Inspector of the Revenue, but 
other officers of the United States in Pennsylvania,have, 
from their fidelity in the discharge of their functions, 
sustained material injuries to their property. The ob- 
ligation and policy of indemnifying them are strong and 
obvious. It may also merit attention, whether policy 
will not enlarge this provision to the retribution of other 
citizens, who, though not under the ties of office, may 
have suffered damage by their generous exertions for 
upholding the Constitution and the laws. The amount, 
even if all the injured were included, would not be 
great; and, on future emergencies, the Government 
would be amply repaid by the influence of an example, 
that he who incurs a loss in its defence, shall find a re- 
compense in its liberality. 

While there is cause to lament that occurrences of 
this nature should have disgraced the name, or iuter- 
rupted the tranquility, of any part of our community, or 
should have diverted, to a new application, any portion 
of the public resources, there are not wanting in real 
and substantial consolations for the misfortune. Jt has 
demonstrated, that our prosperity rests on solid founda- 
tions ; by furnishing an additional proof that my fellow- 
citizens understand the true principles of Government 
and liberty ; that they feel their inseparable union ; that, 
notwithstanding all the devices which have been used 
to sway them from their interest and duty, they are now 
as ready to maintain the authority of the laws against 
licentious invasions, as they were to defend their rights 
against usurpation. It has been a spectacle displaying 
to the highest advantage the value of Republican go- 
vernment, to behold the most and the least wealthy of 
our citizens standing in the same ranks, as private sol- 
diers, pre eminently distinguished by being the army of 
the Constitution ; undeterred by a march of three hun- 
dred miles over rugged mountains, by the approach of 
an inclement season, or by any other discouragement. 
Nor ought I to omit to acknowledge the efficacious and 
patriotic co-operation which I have experienced from 
the Chicf Magistrates of the States to which my requi- 
sitions have been addressed, 

To every description of citizens, indeed, let praise be 
given. But, let them persevere in their affectionate vi- 
gilance over that precious depository of American hap- 
piness, the Constitution of the United States. Let them 
cherish it, too, for the sake of those who, from every 
clime, are daily secking a dwelling m our land. And 
when, in the calm moments of reflection, they shall 
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have retraced the origin and progress of the insurrec- | Indeed, whatsoever is unfinished of our system of pub- 
tion, let them determine whether it has not been fo- | lic credit, cannot be benefited by procrastination ; and, 
mented by combinations of men, who, careless of con- ; as far as may be practicable, we ought to place that 
sequences, and disregarding the unerring truth that | credit on grounds which cannot be disturbed, and to 
those who rouse cannot always appease a civil conval- 


sion, have disseminated, from an ignorance or perver- 
sion of facts, suspicions, jealousies, and accusations, of 


the whole Government. 
Having thus fulfilled the engagement which I took, 


when I entered into office, “ to the best of my ability to 
preserve, protect, and defend, the Constitution of the 


United States,” on you, gentlemen, and the people by 
whom you are deputed, | rely for support. 

In the arrangements to which the possibility of a 
similar contingency will naturally draw your attention, 
it ought not to be forgotten that the militia laws have 
exhibited such striking defects as could not have been 
supplied but by the zeal of vur citizens, Besides the 
extraurdinary expense and waste, which are not the 
least of the defects, every appeal to those laws is at- 
tended with a doubt on its success. 

The devising and establishing of a well-regulated mi- 
litia would be a genuine source of Legislative honor, 
and a perfect title to public gratitude. I, therefore, en- 
tertain the hope, that the present session will not pass, 
without carrying, to its full onergy. the power of or- 
ganizing, arming, and disciplining the militia : and thus 
providing, in the language of the Constitution, for 
ealling them forth to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrection, and repel invasions. 

As auxiliary to the state of our defence, to which Con- 
gress can never too frequently recur, they will not omit 
to pane whether the fortifications, which have been 
already licensed by law, be commensurate with our 
exigencies. ` 

The intelligence from the army under the command 
of General Wayne is a happy presage to our military 
operations against the hostile Indians North of the Ohio, 
From the advices which have been forwarded, the ad- 
vance which he has made must have damped the ardor 
of the savages, and weakened their obstinacy in waging 
war against the United States. And yet, even at this 
late hour, when our power to punish them cannot be 
questioned, we shall not be unwilling to cement a last- 


ing peace, upon terms of candor, equity, and good 
neighborhood. 


Towards none of the Indian tribes have overtures of 


friendship been spared. The Creeks, in particular, are 
covered from encroachment by the interposition of the 
General Government, and that of Georgia. From a 
desire, also, to remove the discontents of the Six Na- 
tions, a settlement meditated at Presquisle, on Lake 
Erie, has been suspended ; and an agent is now endea- 
voring to rectify any misconception into which they 
may have fallen. But I cannot refrain from again 
pressing upon your deliberations the plan which | re- 


commended at the last session, for the improvement of 


barmony with all the Indians within our limits, by the 
fixing and conducting of trading houses upoh the prin- 
ciples then expressed. 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 


The time which has elapsed since the commence: 
ment of our fiscal measures has developed our pecuni- 


ary resources, so as to open the way for a definitive 
plan for the redemption of the Public Debt. Itis be- 
lieved that the result is such as to encourage Congress 


to consummate this work without delay. Nothing can 


more promote the permanent welfare of the nation, and 


nothing wonld be more grateful to our constituents. 


prevent that progressive accumulation of debt, which 
must ultimately endanger all Governments. 

‘An estimate of the necessary appropriations, includ- 
ing the expenditures into which we have been driven 
by the insurrection, will be submitted to Congress. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


The Mint of the United States has entered upon the 
coinage of the precious metals, and considerable sums 
of defective coins and bullion have been lodged with the 
Director, by individuals. There is a pleasing prospect 
that the institution will, at no remote day, realize the 
expectation which was originally formed of its utility. 

In subsequent communications, certain circumstances 
of our intercourse with foreign nations will be transmit- 
ted to Congress. However, it may not be unseasonable 
to announce that my policy, in our forcign transactions, 
has been to cultivate peace with all the world; to ob- 
serve treaties with pure and absolute faith; to check 
every deviation from the line of impartiality ; to explain 
what may have been misapprehended, and correct what 
may have been injurious to any nation; and, having 
thus acquired the right, to lose no time in acquiring the 
ability, to insist upon justice being done to ourselves. 

Let us unite, therefore, in imploring the Supreme 
Ruler of Nations to spread his Holy protection over 
these United States; to turn the machinatiuns of the 
wicked to the confirming of our Constitution; to ena- 
ble us, at all times, to root out internal sedition, and 
put invasion to flight; to perpetuate to our country 
that prosperity which Iis goodness has already con- 
ferred, and to verify the anticipations of this Govern- 
ment being a safeguard to buman rights. 

G. WASHINGTON. J 

Uniten States, November 19, 1794. 


Ordered, That Messrs. Kixe, Etuswortu, and 
Izarn, be a committce to report the draft of an 
Address to the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 


in answer to his Speech this day, to both Houses 


of Congress. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate the 
Report of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
which was read, as follows: 


“The Vice President of the United States and Presi- 
dent of the Senate, the Chief Justice, the Secretary of 
State, the Scerctary of the Treasury, and the Attorney 
General, respectfully report to Congress as follows: 
“That, pursuant to the act, entitled ‘ An act making 

rovision for the reduetion of the Public Debt,’ and in 
conformity to resolutions agreed upon by them, and 
severally approved by the President of the United 

States, they have, since their report dated the 16th of 

December, 1793, caused purchases of the said debt to 

be made, through the agency of Samuel Meredith, to 

the amount of one hundred and thirty-nine thousand 
and seventy-seven dollars and eighty-eight cents, for 
which there have been paid in specie one hundred thou- 
sand and sixty-one dollars and seventy-six cents. 
“That, pursuant to the act, entitled ‘ An act. supple- 
mentary to the act making provision fur the Debt of the 

United States, and in conformity to resolutions agreed 

upon by them, and severally approved by the President 

of the United States, they have also caused purchases of 
the said debt to be made, subsequent to their said report 
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of the sixteenth day of December, 1793, to the amount 
of one hundred and six thousand seven hundred and 
fifty dollars and thirty-seven cents, for which there have 
been paid eighty-five thousand eight hundred and thir- 
ty-two dollars and ninety-one cents in specie, 

“That the documents accompanying this report, 
marked B, C, D, and E, show the aforesaid purchases 
generally and in detail, including the places where, the 


times when, the prices at which, and the persons of 


whom, the purchases were made. 

“That the documents marked A show the proceed- 
ings of the accounting officers of the Treasury in re- 
spect to the settlement of an account for the expendi- 
ture of fifuy thousand dollars in purchases which were 
stated in our former report, at the date of which the said 
vettlement had not been completed. 

“hat the purchases now and heretofore reported, 
amount together to two millions two hundred and sixty- 
five thousand and twenty two dollars and fifty-seven 
cents in stock, for which there have been paid in specie, 
one million five hundred and eighty-one thousand three 
hundred and twenty-three dollars and sixty-seven cents, 
as will he more particularly seen by the document 
marked F. 

“On behalf of the Board, 
“JOHN ADAMS. 

e PHILADELPHIA, November 18, 1194.” 


Ordered, That this report lie on the table. 


THURSDAY, November 20. 


A Message was received from the PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED Starks, with the following com- 
munications, to wit: 


No. 1. Judge Wilson’s certificate. 
2. The first Proclamation of 7th August. 
. The Tnstructious to the Commissioners. 
The Report of the Commissioners. 
. The second Proclamation of 25th September. 


cP or 


Pennsylvania and the Secretary for the Dc- 
partment of State. 
7 The Report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to the President of the United States. 
8. Instructions to the Governor of Virginia. 
9, General Wayne's Letters. 
10. Papers respecting the Creek Indians and the 
State of Georgia. 
11. Letters with respect to Presqu’isle. 
12. A Letter trom the Director of the Mint. 


These papers were in part read. 

Ordered, That the further reading thereof be 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. KING, from the committee, reported an Ad- 
dress to the PRESIDENT OF THE UNItED STATES, 
in reply to his Speech of the 19th, to both Houses 
ot Congress, which was read. 

Ordered, That to-morrow be assigned to take 
this report into consideration. 


Fripay, November 21. 


The Scnate took into consideration the report 
of the committee, in reply to the Specch of the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES to both Houses 
of Congress at the opening of the session; and it 


. The correspondence between the Governor of 


was agreed to considcr the report in paragraphs. 
On motion by Mr. Burn, scconded by Mr. Jack- 
son, to expunge these words: 


“ Our anxiety, arising from the licentious and open 
resistance to the laws in the Western counties of Penn- 
sylvania, has been increased by the proceedings of cer- 
tain self created societies, relative to the laws and ad- 
ministration of the Government; proceedings, in our 
apprehension, founded in political error, calculated, if 
not intended, to disorganize our Government, and, 
which, by inspiring delusive hopes of support, have 
been influential in misleading our fellow-citizens in the 
scene of insurrection :” 


It passed in the negative. 

On motion to amend the paragraph respecting 
the Army, under the command of General Wayne, 
to be read as follows : 


“The pleasure with which we learn the success of 
the Western Army under the command of General 
Wayne, is enhanced by the hope, that their victories 
will lay the foundation of a just and durable peace 
with the Indian tribes :” 


It passed in the negative. 


On motion to strike out of the paragraph respect- 
ing the Western Army, the words: “General and :” 
it passed in the negative. 

And the several paragraphs reported by the 
committee being agreed to, the report was adopt- 
ed, as follows : ` 


Sir: We receive with pleasure your Speech to the 
two Ilouses of Congress. In it we perceive renewed 
proofs of that vigilant and paternal concern for the pros- 
perity, honor, and happiness of our country, which has 
uniformly distinguished your past administration. 

Our anxiety, arising from the licentious and open 
resistance to the laws in the Western counties of Penn- 
sylvania, has been increased by the proceedings of cer- 
tain self-created societies, relative to the laws and ad- 
ministration of the Government; proceedings, in our 
apprehension, founded in political error, calculated, if 
not intended, to disorganize our Government, and 
which, by inspiring delusive hopes of support, have 
been influential in misleading our fellow citizens in the 
scene of insurrection. 

In a situation so delicate and important, the Jenient 
and persuasive measures which you adopted, merit and 
receive our affectionate approbation. These failing to 
procure their proper effect, and coercion having become 
mevitable, we have derived the highest satisfaction from 
the enlightened patriotism and animating zeal with 
which the citizens of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, and Virginia, have rallied around the standard of 
Government, in opposition to anarchy and insurrection. 

Our warm and cordial acknowledgments are due to 
you, sir, for the wisdom and decision with which you 
arrayed the militia, to execute the pubhe will; and to 
them, for the disinterestedness and alacrity with which 
they obeyed your summons. 

The example is precious to the theory of our Go- 
vernment, and confers the brightest honor upon the 
patriots who have given it. aa 
We shall readily concur in such farther provisions 
for the security of internal peace and a due obedience 
tu the laws, as the occasion manifestly requires. 

The effectual organization of the militia, and a pru- 
dent attention to the fortifications of our porta and har- 
bors, are subjects of great national importance, and, to- 
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gether with the other measures you have been pleased 


Next to the consciousness of upright intentions, it is 


to recommend, will receive our deliberate consideration. | the highest pleasure to be approved by the enlightened 


The success of the troops under the command of 
General Wayne cannot fail to produce essential advan- 
tages, The pleasure with which we acknowledge the 
merits of that gallant General and Army, is enhaneed 
by the hope that their victories will lay the foundation 
of a just and durable peace with the Indian tribes, 

Al a period so momentous in the affairs of nations, 
ihe temperate, just, and firm policy that you have pur- 
sued, in respect to foreign Powers, has been cminently 
calculated to promote the great and essential intercst of 
our country, and has created the fairest title to the 
public gratitude and thanks. 

JOHN ADAMS, 
Vice President of the United States 
and President of the Senate. 


Ordered, That the Committce who prepared the 
Address wait on the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
Srares, and desire him to acquaint the Senate at 
what time and place it will be most convenient for 
him that it should be presented. 

Mr. King reported, from the committee, that 
they had waited on the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, and that he would receive the Address of 
the Senate to-morrow at 12 o’clock at his own 
house. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before Congress copies of a Letter from the Go- 
vernor of the Stale of New York, and of the exemplifi- 
cation of an Act of the Legislature thereof, ratifying the 
amendment of the Constitution of the United States, 
proposed by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
at their last session, respecting the Judicial power. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep Starrs, Movember 21, 1794. 


Ordered, That the Message and papers referred 
to lie on file. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 
certiticate of notice given to Rufus Putnam and 
others, agreeably to the order of Senate of 13th of 
May last, to show cause respecting the clarms of 
the people of Galliopolis; which was read and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That Messrs. LANGDON, IZARD, and 
Burr, be a.Committce to report such Rules as 
may be necessary to compel the attendance of the 
members of the Senate. 


SATURDAY, November 22. 


The Senate waited on the PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES, and the Vick PRESIDENT, in their 
name, presented the Address agreed to on the 21st 
instant. 

To which the PRESIDENT OF TIE UNITED STATES 
was pleased to make the following Reply : 


Gentlemen : 

Among the occasions which have been afforded for 
expressing my sense of the zealous and steadfast co- 
operation of the Senate, in the maintenance of Govern- 
ment, none has yet occurred more forcibly demanding 
my unqualified acknowledgments than the present. 


Representatives ofa free nation. With the satisfaction, 
therefore, which arises from an unalterable attachment 
to public order, do [ learn, that the Senate discounte 
nance those proceedings, which would arrogate the di- 
rection of our affairs, without any degree of authority 
derived from the people. 

It has been more than once the lot of our Government 
to be thrown into new and delicate situations; and of 
these, the insurrection has not been the least important. 
Having been compelled at length to lay aside my re- 
pugnance to resort to arms, I derive much happiness 
from being confirmed by your judgment in the neces- 
sity of decisive measnres, and from the support of my 
fellow-citizens of the militia, who were the patriotic 
instruments of that necessity. 

With such demonstrations of affection for our Con- 
stitution; with an adequate organization of the militia ; 
with the establishment of necessary fortifications ; with 
a continuance of those judicious and spirited exertions 
which have brought victory to our Western Army; with 
a due attention to public credit and an unsullied honor 
towards all nations; we may meet, under every assu- 
rance of success, our enemies from within and from 
without. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


The Senate returned to their own Chamber, and 
then adjourned. 


Monvay, November 24, 


JONN RUTHERFURD, from Now Jerscy, attended. 

The reading of the papers communicated by tho 
PRESIDENT OF TIE UNITED Stratus, the 20th in- 
stant, was resumed; and, after progress, the further 
reading thereof was postponed. 


TUESDAY, November 25. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

T lay before you a statement of the troops in the ser- 
vice of the United States, which has been submitted to 
me by the Sccretary of War, It will rest with Con- 
gress to consider and determine whether further in- 
ducements shall be held out for entering into the mili- 
tary service of the United Slates, in order to complete 
the establishment authorized by law. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


Unirep Srates, November 25, 1794. 


The Message and papers were read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 

The reading of the papers communicated from 
the PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED States, the 20th 
instant, was resumed ; and, after progress, the Se- 
nate adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, November 26. 


Jouns Henry, from Maryland, and James Ross, 
from Pennsylvania, severally attended. 

A message from the ILonse of Representatives, 
informed the Seuate that the House have passed 
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a bill, entitled “An act extending the privilege of 
franking to James Wuure, the delegate from the 
Territory of the United States South of the river 
Ohio; and making provision for his compensa- 
tion;” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. Also, that the House of Representa- 
tives have, on their part, clected the Rev. Aster 
Garey, a Chaplain to Congress, for the present 
session. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The papers communicated from the Presipent 
or rie Uxrrep Sates, the 20th instant, were read, 
and ordered to lie for consideration. 


Tntrspay, November 27. 


The bill, entitled “An act extending the privi- 
lege of franking to James Wnirr, the Delegate 
from the Territory of the United States South of 
the river Ohio, and making provision for his com- 
pensation," was read the second time, and ordered 
to a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the Presmryr 
to call out and station a corps of militia in the four 
Western countics of Pennsylvania for a limited 
time ;” in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

This bill was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 


Fripay, November 28. 

Srevuzy R. BravLey, from Vermont, and Ca- 
Les Srono, from Massachusetts, severally at- 
tended. 

The bill, entitled “ An act extending the privi- 
lege of franking to James mrte, the Delegate 
from the Territory of the United States South of 
the river Ohio, and making provision for his com- 
pensation,” was read the third time and passed. 

The bill, entitled * An act to authorize the Prr- 
SIDENT to call ont and station a corps of militia 
in the four Western counties of Pennsylvania, for a 
limited time,” was read the sccond and third time, 
and passed. 

The Vice Presipext laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Treasurer of the United States, with 
his specie account for the quarter ending 30th 
June, together with his War Department account, 
ending 30th September last. The Letter and ac- 
counts were ordered to lie on the table, 


Monpay, December 1. 


No business of importance came before the 
Senate to-day. 


Turspay, December 2. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Morris, Exvisworrn, 
and Canot, be a committee to examine the de- 
mands of Griffith Jones, Samuel Prioleau, and John 
R. Livingston, respectively, against the United 
States, and, if they think proper, to report a bill 
for their payment. 


Wenpnespay, December 8. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES : 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit io you an official statement of the ex- 
peudiiure, to the 30th of September last, from the sums 
heretofure granted to defray the contingent expenses 
of Government, by acts passed the 26th day of March, 
1790, and the 9th of June, 1794. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srates, December 3, 1194. 

The Message and statement were read, and or- 
dered to lie for consideration. 

On motion, 


“That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill 
to amend and explain the last clause of the twenty- 
second section of the act, entitled ‘An act to establish 
the Judicial Courts of the United States," which 
respects the security to be given on obtaining a writ 
of error :” 


Ordered, That the consideration of this motion 
be postponed until to-morrow. 


Tnurspay, December 4. 


The motion made yesterday, for a committee 
to bring in a bill to amend and explain the last 
clause of the twenty-second section of the act, 
entitled “ An act to establish the Judicial Courts 
of the United States,” which respects the secu- 
rity to be given on obtaining a writ of error, was 
considered and agreed to; and Messrs. Livenmore, 
Extsworrn, and Burr, were appointed on the 
committee. 


Frivay, December 5. 


Mr. LIVERMORE, from the committee appointed 
for the purpose, reported a bill to amend and ex- 
plain the twenty-second section of the “Act esta- 
blishing the Judicial Courts of the United States ;” 
which was read the first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

A motion was made, that a committce be ap- 
pointed, to confer with such committce as the 
House of Representatives may for that purpose 
appoint, to inquire what business is necessary to 
be done during the present session. 

Ordered, hat this motion lie for consideration. 


Monpay, December 8. 

The bill to amend and explain the twenty-second 
section of the “ Act establishing the Judicial Courts 
of the United States,” was read the second and 
third times, and passed. 

The motion made the 5th instant, that a com- 
mittee be appointed, to confer with such commit- 
tee as the Jouse of Representatives may for that 
purpose appoint, to inquire what business is nce- 
cessary to be done during the present session, was 
considered. 

On motion to amend this motion, to be read as 
follows : 

“Thal a committee be appointed to consider and re- 
port what business it will be piuper for the Senate to 
take up:” 
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lt passed in the negative. 
tion being agreed to, it was 

Resolved, That Messrs. Burr, ELLSWORTH, and 
Srroxa, be a committee, to confer with such com- 
mittee as the House of Representatives may for 
that purpose appoint, to inquire what business is 
necessary to be done during the present session. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House of Representa- 
tives have passed a bill, entitled “An act for the 
relicf of Peter Covenhoven,” in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 


And the original mo- 


Tuuspsy, December 9. 

Ricuarp Porrs, from Maryland, attended to- 

day. 

The Lill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Peter 
Covenhoven,” was read the second time and re- 
ferred to Messrs. Jackson, RUTHERFURD, and Burr, 
to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Burr notified to the Senate that he should, 
to-morrow, move for permission to introduce a 
bill to amend the act, entitled “ An act to establish 
the Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States.” 


Wepnespay, December 10. 

Agreeably to notice given yesterday, Mr. Burr 
had lcave to bring in a bill to amend the act, enti- 
tled ‘An act to establish the Post Office and Post 
Roads within the United States,” which was read 
the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

A motion was made that a committce be ap- 
pointed to consider the expediency of passing an 
act of vutlawry, declaring in what cases persons 
may be outlawed, what shall be the process of 
outlawry, and what its effects; and to report a 
bill, if they shall think proper. 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration 
until to-morrow. 

Ordered, That Messrs. ELLSWORTH, Burr, and 
Brab ey, be a committee to revise the provisions 
for the employment and compensation of clerks 
in the public offices; and, if they tind alterations 
to be necessary, to report a bill for that purpose. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act making appropriations 
for the support of Government for the year 1795 ;” 
also, the bill, entitled ‘ An act authorizing a Loan 
of two millions of dollars ;” in which several bills 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


Tacespay, December 11. 
Freverick Fretincuvysen, from New Jersey, 


attended. 
The following Message was received from the 


Presivenr of THe Unitep STATES : 
Gentlemen. of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 
I transmit to you, for consideration, a representation 


made to me by the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 

subject of constituting an officer, to be specially charged 

with the business of procuring certain public supplies. 
G. WASHINGTON. 

Uniren States, December 11, 1794. 

The Message and report therein mentioned were 
read, and referred to Messrs. Stronc, FRELING- 
Huysen, and Casort, to consider and report there- 
on to the Senate. 

The motion made yesterday, for a committee 
to consider the expediency of passing an act of 
outlawry, declaring in what cases persons may be 
outlawed, what shall be the process of outlawry, 
and what its cffects, was considered and agreed 
to; and Messrs. ELLSWORTH, Stroxe, and Ross, 
were appointed a committee to report thercon to 
the Senate. 

The bill to amend the act, entitled “ An act to 
establish the Post Office and Post Roads within 
the United Slates,” was read the second time, and 
referred to Messrs. Burr, Livermore, and Fos- 
TER, to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill, entitled ‘‘ An act authorizing a Loan 
of two millions of dollars,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. ELLSWORTH, CABOT, 
and BrapLey, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

The bill, entitled “ An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of Government for the year 
1795,” was read the second time, and referred to 
Messrs. RUTHERFURD, BRADFORD, and CABOT, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. 


Frivay, December 12. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the officers of 
the Treasury to audit and pass the account of the 
late Edward Blanchard, deccased;” also, a bill, en- 
titled “An act to regulate the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, of 
the militia of the United States, when called into 
actual service, and for other purposes;” to which 
bills they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bills last sent from the House of Represen- 
tatives for concurrence were severally read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 


Monpay, December 16. 


Sternen Mix Mircue.z, from Connecticut, at- 
tended to-day, 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the committce to whom 
was referred the bill, seut from the Ilouse of Re- 
presentatiyes for concurrence, entitled “An act 
authorizing a Loan of two millions of dollars, re- 
ported that the bill pass without amendment. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled ‘‘ An act to authorize 
the officers of the Treasury to audit and pass 
the account of the late Edward Blanchard, de- 
ceased,” was read the second time, and referred to 
Messrs. Stroxe, BRADLEY, and EDWARDS, to con- 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. 
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The bill seyt from the Lvuse of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled © An act to regu- 
late the pay of (he nou-commissioned officers, mu- 
sicians, and privates, of the militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes,” was read the second time, and 
referred to Messrs. Hawkins, Burr, and ELLs- 
WORTH, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

Mr. Strong, from the committee to whom was 
referred the consideration of the Message of the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, of the 11th 
of December, with a representation from the Se- 
cretary for the Department of the Treasury, on the 
expediency of constituting an officer, to be specially 
charged with the business of procuring certain pub- 
lie supplies, reported a bill for that purpose; which 
was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 


Tvespar, December 16. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or THE Unitep States : 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

T transmit to Congress the copy of a Letter from the 
Secretary of State, with his accounr, as adjusted with 
the Treasury Department, of the expenditure of mo- 
neys appropriated for our intercourse with fureign na- 
tions, up to the Ist of July, 1794. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

UNITED STATES, December 16, 1794. 

"I'he Message and papers therein referred to were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration, 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act authorizing a 
Loan of two millions of dollars,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 

The bill to establish the office of Purveyor of 
Supplies was read the second tine, and recommit- 
ted, for the purpose of more explicitly inserting the 
clauses prohibiting the officer named from commer- 
mercial negotiations. . 

Mr. Burr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for conenrrenece, entitled “An act to 
amend the act, entitled ‘An act to establish the 
Post Otlice and Post Roada within the United 
States,” reported an amendment, which was adopt- 
ed, and the bill being further amended, was or- 
dered to be read the third time on the first Mon- 
day in January next. i 

Mr. Stroxc, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrenee, entitled “An act to 
authorize the officers of the ‘Treasury to audit and 
pass the account of Edward Blanchard, deceased,” 
reported that the bill pass without amendment; 
and, by unanimous consent, the rule was dispensed 
with, aud the bill was read the third time, and 
passed. 


WEDNESDAY, December 17. 
The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED STATES: 


3p Con.—26 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before Congress copies of the Journal of the 
proceedings in the Executive Department of the Go- 
vernment of the United States South of the river Ohio, 
to the first of September, 1794. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Uniten Srates, December 117, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

Mr. Ulawekins, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to 
regulate the pay of non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, of the militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes,” reported that the bill pass without 
amendment. 

Ordered, That this report lie for consideration. 

The Vice Presmpenr laid before the Senate a 
confidential communication from the Secretary for 
the Department of War, made by order of the 
PRESIDENT oF THE Unrrep States, which was 
read, and ordered to lio for consideration. 


Tuourspay, December 18. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee to whom was referred the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act to regulate the pay 
of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates, of the militia of the United States, when 
called into actual service, and for other purposes.” 

On motion to expunge the fourth section of the 
bill as follows: 


“And be it further enacted, That, in addition to 
the pay heretofore authorized by law, there shall be al- 
lowed and paid to the non-commissioned officers, mu- 
sicians, and privates, of the militia lately called forth 
into the actual service of the United States, on an ex- 
pedition to Fort Pitt, such sums as shall, with the pay 
heretofore by law established, be equal to the allow- 
ances respectively provided in the first section of this 
act: Provided, nevertheless, That the compensations 
made by any State, to the militia called forth from such 
State, shall be deemed to be included in the additional 
allowance authorized by this act; and such State shall 
be entitled to reccive from the Treasury of the United 
States such sums as they shall have paid or allowed to 
the non commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
over and above the pay heretofore allowed by law, and 
not exceeding the additioual allowance granted by this 
act :” 

Tt passed in the negative—yeas 9, nays 14, as 
follows : 

i Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Edwards, 
Jackson, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, and Robinson. 

Nays—Messra. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Izard, King, Mitchell, Morris, 
Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, and Strong. s 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 


Frivay, December 19. 


Mr. Stroxe, from the committee to whom was 
reeommitted the bill to establish the office of Pur- 
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veyor of Supplies, reported amendments, which | 
were read and adopted. 

Ordered, That this Lill pass to a third reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to regnlate the 
pay of the non-commissioned oficera, musicians, 
and privates, of the militia of the United States, 
when called into actual service, and for other pur- 
poses,” was read the third time. 

On motion to expunge these words, section first, 
“and sixty-six ceuts,” it passed in the negative. 

On motion to add these words, section. fourth, 
after the word “State,” “upon the late or upon 
any former occasion,” it passed in the negative— 
yeas 4, nays 17, as follows: 

Yeas.— Messrs. Brown, Edwards, Martin, and Ro- 
binson. 

NMays.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Izard, King, Lang- 
don, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Ross, Ruther- 
furd, and Strong. 

On motion the following amendments were 
agreed to: 

Section 4th, after the word “ first,” insert “and 
second ;” and make the word “ section” plural. 

To the end of the bill add: 

“ And to each recruit, who shall be enlisted after the 
said first day of January, in addition to the bounty au- 
thorized by law, a bounty of eight dollars.” 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it passed in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 6,as 
follows: 

YeEas—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Edwards, 
Ellsworth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Izard, 
King, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Ross, and Strong. 

Nays.—Messrs. Browu, Laugdon, Livermore, Mar- 
tin, Robinson, and Rutherfurd. 

So it was resolved that this bill pass as amended. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act making appropriations for the 
support of the Military Establishment for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, and 
for the expenses of the militia lately called into ihe 
service of the United States,” in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and, by una- 
nimous consent, the rule was dispensed with, and 
the bill was read the third time, and referred to 
Messrs. Lancpon, KING, and CABOT, to consider 
and report. thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. RUTAERFURD, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act 
making appropriations for the support of Govern- 
ment for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
nincty-five,” reported amendments, which were read 
and agreed to. 

Ordercd, That this bill pass to a third reading. 


Monpay, December 22. 


Mr. LANGDON, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act 
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making Appropriations for the support of the Mi- 
litary Establishment for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, and for the expenses 
of the militia lately called into the service of the 
United States,” reported the hill without amend- 
ment; and the report being adopted, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The Vice PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Secretary for the De- 
partment of War, with representations from Go- 
vernor Blount and others, respecting Indian affairs ; 
which was read, and ordered to lie for considera- 
uon. 

Tho bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making Appro- 
priations for the support of Government for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five,” 
was read the third time. On motion, the sun ap- 
propriated for payment of the pension of the late 
Baron Steuben was expunged, and the gross sum 
mentioned in the first clause of the bill conformed 
to this amendment. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill to establish the office of Purveyor of 
Supplies was read the third time, and passed. 


Turspay, December 23. 


The bill, sent from the Honse of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ Au act making Appro- 
priations for the support of the Military Establish- 
ment, for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-five, and for the expenses of ihe militia 
lately called into the service of the United States,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act authorizing a transter of 
the stock standing to the credit of certain States,” 
in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

‘The bill was read the first time, and ordered toa 
second reading. 


Wenpxespay, December 24. 

The bill, sent from the Iouse of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act authoriz- 
ing the transfer of the stock standing to the credit of 
certain States,’ was read the second time, and 
referred to Messrs. Braprorp, LANGDON, and 
Browns, to consider and report thereon to tho 
Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in 
the amendments of the Senate, with an amend- 
ment to their last amendment, to the bil! entitled 
“An act to regulate the pay of the non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, of the mi- 
litia of the United States, when ealled into actual 
service, and for other purposes ;” to which amend- 
ment to the amendment they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The amendment to the amendment was read, 
and referred to Messrs. Exiuswortu, Kise, and 
Haweiss, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 
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[Senats, 


Mr. Jacksox, from the committee to whom was | they respect the powers of the Judges to appoint spe- 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- | cial sessiona of the Cirenit Courts :” 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for Ordered, That this ‘motion lie for consideration 
the relicf of Peter Covenhoven,” reported that the | until to-morrow. 
bill pass without amendment; and the report was 
agreed to, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 


Mr. BRADLEY, from the committee last men- 
tioned, reported, that the prayer of the petitioner 
cannot be granted; and the report was adopted. 

Mr. Kine laid before the Senate a report which 
Fripay, December 26. was read, as follows: 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- fe The Committees on the part of the Senate, and on 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- the part of the House of Representatives, appointed to 
lief of Peter Covenhoven,” was read the third time, | Souler on the different votes of the two Houses, on the 
aaa pansel ? bill, entitled, An act to regulate the pay of the non- 

Mr. Kiusworta reported, from the committee von nmissioned officers, SUSI O NS, and privates of the 
fie chine hae vere the anendment. proposed militia of the United States, when called into actual 
oe ‘ene Pe pe emeas toa amendi service, and for other porposes,” have conferred and 
by t oF ek enti ipa dn kd TERA agreed, that it will be proper for the Senate to agree to 

? 


tlec the amendment of the louse of Representatives to the 
regulate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, amendment proposed by the Senate, and disagreed to 
musicians, and privates, of the militia of the United 


) by the House of Representatives, with the following 
States, when called into actual service, and for 


amendments, viz: 
other purposes;” and the report was adopted. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate disagree to the amend- 
ment to their last amendment, and insist on thcir 
said amendment, and ask a conference on the disa- 
grecing votes of the two Houses ; and that Messrs. 
Kiya, Eviosworra, and [lawkrms, be managers at 
the same on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Buavrorn reported, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, sent from the House 
of Representatives fur concurrence, entitled “ An 
act authorizing the transfer of the stock standing 
to the credit of certain States,” that the bill pass 
without amendment; and the report was adopted. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 


Strike out “ four,” and insert “ eight;” strike out 
“twelve,” and insert “sixteen ;” strike out “two,” and 
insert “six ,” strike out “ten,” and insert “ fourteen wv 
strike out from “ dollars” to the eud of the section, and 
insert “ but the payment of four dollars of each addi- 
tional bounty hereby granted, shall be deferred until the 
soldier enlisting shall join the regiment or corps in 
which he is to serve.” 

“ And be it further enacted, That, to those in the mi- 
litary service of the United States, who are, or shall 
be, employed on the Western frontiers, there shall be 
allowed, during the time of their heing so employed, two 
ounces of flour, or bread, and two onnees of beef, or 
pork, in addition to each of their rations, and half a pint 
of salt, in ad:lition to every hundred of their rations.” 

“ And that it will be proper for the House of Repre- 
sentatives to agree to such amendments of their amend- 
ment to the amendment proposed by the Senate :” 

Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate so far recede from 
their amendment disagreed to by the House of 
Representatives, as to adopt the report of the 
committee, and that the bill be amended accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives therewith. 


Moypay, December 29. 

Henry TAZEWELL, appointed a Senator by the 
State of Virginia, in the place of Jons TAYLOR, re- 
signed, produced his credentials, which were read, 
and the Vick Prestpenr administered to him the 
oath required by law, and he took his scat in the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act authoriz- 
ing the transfer of the stock standing to the credit 
of certain States,” was read the third time and 
passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
proposed conference on the disagrecing votes of the 
two Houses on the bill entitled “ An act to regulate 
the pay of the non-commissioned officers, musi- | third instalment due on a Joau made of the Bank 
cians, and privates, of the militia of the United | of the United States;” in which they desire the 
States, when called into actual service, and for, concurrence of the Senate. 
other purposes,” and have appointed managers at| The bill last mentioned wag read, and ordered to 
the same on their part. a second reading, 

Ordered, That the petition of Elkanah Pren-| ‘he consideration of the motion made yester- 
tice, together wilh the report of the Secretary for | day, that a committee be appointed to examine 
the Department of War thereon, be referred to} and amend the provisions of the Judiciary, was 
Messrs. BRADLEY, Livervore, and BRADFORD, to | resumed, and being amended, was adopted. Where- 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. upon, 

A motion was made, | Ordered, That Messrs. Ross, Kitswortn, and 

“That a committee be appointed to examine and | STRONG, be a committee to consider the expedi- 
amerd the provisions of the Judiciary laws, so far as‘ ency of bringing in a bill to amend the provisions 


Turspay, December 30. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a bill, 
entitled “Au act providing for the payment of 
certain instalments of Foreign Debts, and of the 
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of the Judiciary laws, so far as they respect the 
powers of the Judges to appoint special sessions of 
the Circuit Courts. ` i 

Mr. Ross, from the committee to whom was 
referred the motion made yesterday, that a com- 
mittee be appointed to examine and amend the 
provisions of the Judiciary, reported a bill for the 
purpose, which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The following Message was reccived from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED Status: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you a Report made to me by the Secre- 
tary of War, respecting the frontiers of the United 
States. The disorders and the great expenses which 
incessantly arise upon the frontiers, are of a nature and 
magnitude to excite the most serious considerations. 

T feel a confidence that Congress will devise such 
Constitutional and efficient measures as shall be equal 
to the great objects of preserving our treaties with the 
Indian tribes, and of affording an adequate protection 
to our frontiers. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Uniten Staves, December 80, 1794. 

The Message and papers therein referred to were 
read, and ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 


Wenpvyespay, December 31. 


The bill to authorize the holding of special Courts 
in certain cases, was read the second time, and the 
further consideration thereof postponed. 

The bill sent from the Tlouse of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ Au act providing for the 
payment of certain instalments of foreign Debts, 


and of the third instalment due on a loan made of 


the Bank of the United States,” was read the se- 
cond time, and ordered to a third reading. 
he Vick Presipent laid before the Senate a 


report from the Secretary for the Department of 
War, respecting invalid pensioners, in pursuance of 


the act, entitled ‘ An act to regulate claims to inva- 
lid pensions ;” which was read, and ordered to lie 
for consideration. 

Ordered, That Messrs, Stroxc, BRADFORD, and 
EtisworTy, be a committee to consider the expe- 
diency of further extending the time for receiv- 
ing on Loan the Domestic Debt of the United States, 
and, if they think proper, to report a bill for the 
purpose. 


THURSDAY, January 1, 1795. 


Mr. Srrone, from the committee appointed to 
consider the expediency of further extending the 


time for receiving on Loan the Domestic Debt of 


the United States, reported a bill for the purpose, 
which was read, and ordercd to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act providing for the 
payment of certain instalments of Foreign Debts, 
and of the third instalment due on a Loan made of 
the Bank of the United States,” was read the third 
time, and passed. 

The second reading of the bill to authorize the 


holding of special Courts in certain cases, was re- 
sumed, and the further consideration of the bill 
was postponed until the 11th of February next. 


Fripay, January 2. 
The bill further extending the time for receiving 


on Loan the Domestic Debt of the United States, 
was read the second time, and ordered to be en- 


grossed for the third reading. 


Monpay, January 5. 


The bill farther extending the time for recciving 
on ‘Loan the Domestic Debt of the United States, 
was read the third time, and passed.’ 

The consideration of the bill to amend an act, 
entitled “ An act to establish the Post Office and 
Post Roads,” was resumed, and the consideration 
thereof further postponed. 


Tuespay, January 6. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the ascertainment of 
certain losses of the officers of Governinent, and 
other citizens, by the insurgents in the Western 
counties of Pennsylvania, and providing some 
present relief to the sufferers ;” and the bill, entitled 
« An act making further provision in cases of draw- 
backs ;” in which several bills they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

These bills were read the first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


Wepxespay, January 7. 


Mr. Canor, from the committee to whom was 
referred, on the 2d December last, the examination 
of the demands of Griffith Jones, Samucl Prioleau, 
and John R. Livingston, against the United States, 
reported a bill to authorize the settlement of the 
claim of Samnel Prioleau, which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the ascertain- 
ment of certain losses of the officers of Government 
and other citizens, by the insurgents in the West- 
ern counties of Pennsylvania, and providing some 
present relicf to the sufferers,” was read the se- 
cond time, and referred to Messrs. Porrs, Jackson, 
and Ross, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making further 
provision in cases of drawbacks,” was read the 
second tine, and ordered to lie for consideration. 


Tururspay, January 8. 


The second reading of the bill sent from the 
House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled 
“ An act making further provision in cases of draw- 
backs,” was resumed, and referred to Messrs. Ca- 
not, ELLSWORTH, and Segona, to consider and re- 
port thereon to the Senate. 
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The bill to authorize the settlement of the claim | amendments, which were read and agreed to, and 
of Samuel Prioleau, was read the second time, and | the bill was ordered to a third reading. 


ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. | The following Message was received from the 
The following Message was received from the | PresiwenT or THE Unitep Srarzs: 
PRESIDENT oF THE UNTED States : Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the Senale of the House of Representatives : 
and of the House of Representatives : J lay before Congress, for their consideration, the 


Tlay before Congress copies of Acts passed by the copy of a Letter from the Secretary of War, accompa- 
Legislatures of the States of Vermont, Massachusetts, nied by an extract from a memorandum of James Sea- 
grove, agent of Indian Affairs, 


and New York, ratifying the amendment proposed by z 
the Senate and House of Representatives at their last G. WASHINGTON. 
session, to the Constitution of the United States, re- 
specting the Judicial power thereof. The Message and papers therein referred to 
_The Minister of the French Repu blic having commu- | were read and ardent. A lie until to-morrow for 
nicated to the Secretary of State certam proceedings consideratio 
of the Committee of Public Safety, respecting Weights | ~ The bill sent from the Iouse of Representatives 
ani Meaniris I lay loes also before Congress T for concurrence, entitled “ An act to establish an 
he Letter tror yer, yes - ; 5 L A ai 
r from the Governor of the Western Ter- | paiform mle of naturalization, and to repeal the 


ritory, copies of which are now transmitted, refers to a KOR 
defect in the Judicial system of that Territory deserv- act heretofore passed on that subject,” was read 

ing the attention of Congress. the second time. g 
The necessary absence of the Judge of the District Ordered, That the further consideration of this 

of Pennsylvania, upon business connected with the late | bill be postponed until Wednesday next. 
insurrection, is stated by him, in a Lelter, of which T The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
forward copies, to have produced certain interruptions | for concurrence, entitled ‘‘An act supplementary 
in the Judicial proceedings of that District, which can- | to the several acts imposing duties on goods, wares, 
not be removed without the interposition of Congress. | and merchandise, imported into the United States,” 
G. WASHINGTON. | was read the second time, and referred to Messrs. 


Unitep Srares, January 12, 1795. 


Uneren States, January 8, 1795. Burr, Cazot, and Morais, to consider and report 
The Message and papers therein referred to were | thereon to the Senate. 
read and ordered to lie for consideration. The bill to amend the act, entitled “ An act to 


establish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 
United States,” was read the third time ; and, being 
amended, was passed. 


The bill to authorize the scttlement of the claim ar a 
of Samuel Prioleau was read the third time, and Tvusspay, January 18. 
passed. Mr. Canot, from the committee to whom was re- 
A, message from the House of Representatives | ferred the bill sent from the Honse of Representa- 
informed the Senate that the [louse have passed | tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act making fur- 
a bill, entitled “ An act to establish an uniforin rule | ther provision in cases of drawbacks,” reported 
of naturalization, and to repeal the act heretofore | amendments, which were ordered to be printed for 
passed on that subject;” and a bill, entitled “ An | the use of the Senate. 
act supplementary to the several acts imposing du- | Mr. Kine moved for permission to introduce a 
tics on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported | bill in addition to the act, entitled “An act to reg- 
into the United States ;” in which several bills they | ulate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. musicians, and privates, of the militia of the United 
These bills were read the first time, and ordered | States, when called into actual service, and for other 
to a second reading. purposes.” And the rule being dispensed with, by 
Ordered, That three hundred copies of the com- | unanimous consent, the bill was read the first time, 
munications from the Minister of the French Re- | and ordered to a second reading. 
ublic, of a decree of the Committee of Public Mr. Brown laid before the Senate the petition 
Safety of the National Convention, on the subject | of Jean Gabriel Gervais, Attorney for the French 
of Weights and Measures, and referred to in the | inhabitants of Galliopolis, which was read, praying 


Fray, January 9. 


Message of the Presmment or rue Usirep Srares | the consideration of their case, as stated at large in 
of the 8th instant, be printed for the use of the | a former memorial. And on motion that the order 
Senate, of the Senate of the 13th of May last, relative to 
the claims of the settlers at Galliopolis, together 
with the memorial of Jean Gabriel Gervais, Agent 
for the said settlers, be referred to a committee to 
consider and report thereon: a motion was made 
that the consideration of this business he postponed ; 
and, it passed in the negative. And the original 


Monpay, January 12. 


Mr. Ports, from the committce to whom was re- 
ferred the bill sent from the [louse of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the as- 
certaiument of certain losses of the officers of Gov- | motion being adopted, it was ordered that Messrs. 
ernment, and other citizens, by the insurgents in | Burn, Brows, Livermore, Eciswortm, and Kiva, 
the Western counties of Pennsylvania, and provi- | be a committee to consider and report thereon to 
ding some preseut relief to the sufferers,” reported ! the Senate. 
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Ordered, That Messrs. Ross, BRADFORD, and 
Lawnepor, be a committee to bring in a bill making 
an extra allowance to certain clerks in the public 
offices, and to the widows and families of certain 
deceased clerks. 

Ordered, That the third reading of the bill sent 
from the House of Representatives for concurrence, 
entitled “ An act for the ascertainment of certain 
losses of the officers of Government, and other cit- 
izens, by the insurgents in the Western counties of 
Pennsylvania, and providing some present relief to 
the sufferers,” be postponed. 


WEDNESDAY, January 14. 


° The bill in addition to the act, entitled “ An act 
to regulate the pay of the non-commissioned offi- 
cers, musicians, and privates, of the militia of the 
United States, when called into actual service, and 
for other purposes,” was read the second time ; and, 
by unanimous consent, the rule was dispensed with, 
and the bill was read the third time, and passcd. 

The Scnate resumed the second reading of the 
bill sent from the House of Representatives for con- 
currence, entitled “ An act to establish an uniform 
rule of naturalization, and to repeal the act here- 
tofore passed on that subject.” 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 


Tuorspay, January 15. 


The bill sent from the IIouse of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to establish an 
uniform rule of naturalization, and to repeal the act 
heretofore passed on that subject,” was read the 
third time. 

A motion was made to insert the following words, 
in the first section of the bill, after the word “ as- 
sembled :” 


“That no alien shall hereafter become a citizen of 
the United States, or any of them, except in the man- 
ner prescribed by this act; and” 


And, after debate, the further consideration of 
this motion was postponed until to-morrow. 

The consideration of the amendments reported 
to the bill sent from ihe House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled *‘ An act making further 
provision in cases of drawbacks,” was resumed, 
and the further consideration thereof postponed. 


Fripay, January 16. 

The Senate resumed the third reading of the bill 
sent from the House of Representatives for concur- 
rence, entitled “ An act to establish an uniform rule 
of naturalization, and to repeal the act heretofore 
passed on that, subject ;” together with the amend- 
ment under debate yesterday. 

On motion that the bill, together with the pro- 


“That any alien, being a free white person, may be 
admitted tu become a citizen of any of the United 
States, ou the following conditions : 


On motion, to add these words, “and not other- 
wise,” after the word ‘ conditions,” so that the 
clause be read as follows: 

“That any alien, being a free white person, may be 
admitted to become a citizen of any of the United 
States, on the following conditions, and not otherwise.” 

It passed in the affirmative—yeas 13, nays 11, 
as follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs. Bradford Cabot, Edwarda, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, King, Livermore, Mit- 
chell, Ross, and Strong. 

Nays.—Messra. Bradley, Brown, Bur, Frelinghuy- 
sen, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Potts, Robinson, Ruth- 
erfurd, and Tazewell. 

On motion, to add to the bill this clause : 

“Those aliens who now dwell or may hereafter set- 
tle, in the Territory Southwest of the River Ohio, and 
in that Northwest of the River Ohio, shall be natural 
ized in their Courts, upon the same terms of residence 
in the Territories respectively, and subject to the re- 
strictions provided in this act :” 

Ordered, That the bill together with this mo- 
tion, be referred. to Messrs. Kine, Tazewe.., and 
Brown, to consider and report thercon to the Se- 
nate. 

The Vice Present laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of Treasury, stating that, confurmably to law, 
“he had digested and prepared a plan, on the ba- 
sis of the actual revenues, for the further support 
of public credit, which is ready for communication 
to the Senate.” 

The communication was read, and ordered to lie 
for consideration. 


Monpay, January 19. 


The Senate took into consideration the commu- 
nication from the Secretary for the Department of 
Treasury, of the 16th instant; and, 

Ordered, That he be notified that the Senate are 
ready to receive the plan for the farther support of 
public credit therein mentioned. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Epaphras 
Jones, and others ;” in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. The said bill was read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments reported by the comunittce to the bill 
sent from the House of Representatives for concur- 
rence, entitled “An act making further provision 
in cases of drawbacks.” 

On motion, to strike out these words, in section 


| 1, “any district therein, and,” and insert “ the ports 


posed amendment, be committed, it passed in the | into which they were imported, or from either of 


negative. 


the following ports, to wit: Portsmouth, Boston, 


On motion, permission was given to withdraw | Providence, New London, New York, Perth Am- 


the motion for amendment. 


boy, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Baltimore, Norfolk, 


On motion, it was agreed to insert the words) Wilmington, Charleston, or Savannah, and shali 
“any of,” after the words “citizen of,” that the | be:” and, after debate, it was ordered that the fur- 


clause be read as follows : 


i ther consideration thereof be postponed. 
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Tusspay, January 20. 


The bill sent from the House of Representalives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Epaphras Jones, and others,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Caror, Foster, aud 
Turuerrvrp, to consider and report thereon lo the 
Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments reported by the committee to the bill 
sent from the Tfouse of Representatives for concur- 
rence, entitled “An act making further provision 
in cases of drawbacks,” together with the motion 
made yesterday thereon; and, having adopted the 
report of the committee, and further amended the 
bill, it was ordered to a third reading. 

The petition of Chandler Dinwiddie Fowke, in 
behalf of the hcir and legatee of Jane Stobo, de- 
ceased, was presented and read, praving payment 
of a certificate signed by Timothy Pickering, Quar- 
termaster (eneral, dated 3d December, 1782, for 
seven hundred and sixty dollars and forty-five 
cents, bearing interest at six per cent. 

Ordered, That this petition lic on the table. 

The Vice Prestpext communicated a Letter 
from the Honorable Mr. Burter, stating that he 
cannot attend at prescnt in Senate, on account of 
the state of his health, and the inclemency of the 
season. 


Wenpyespay, January 21. 


The Vice Preesipenr laid before the Senate a 
Report from the Secretary for the Department of 
Treasury, of the plan for the support of public 
eredit; which was read, and ordered to lic for 
consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the Jlouse have passed 
the bill sent from the Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “An act to authorize the settlement of the 
claim of Samucl Prigleau,” with an amendment, in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill seut from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled An act making further 
provision in cases of drawbacks,” was read the 
third time. 

A motion was made to expunge the third section 
of the bill, as follows: 

“ And be it further enacted, That, after the last day 
of March next, it shall be lawful for the importer or 
exporter of any liquors m casks, coffee in casks, or other 
packages, or any unrefined sugary, to fill up the casks 
or packages out of other casks or packages included in 
the original importation, or into new casks or packages 
in case the original cask or package shall be so injured 
as to be rendered unfit for exportation, and under the 
inspection of the Inspector of the port from which such 
liquors, coffee, or unrefined sugars, are intended to be 
exported :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 10, nays 13, as 
follows : 

Yeras.—Mesgsrs. Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Martin, 
Morris, Potts, Robinson, Ross, Rutherfurd, and Taze- 
well 

Nays.—Mesars. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Cabot, 
Edwards, Ellsworth, Foster, Izard, King, Langdon, 
Livermore, Milchell, and Slroug. 


On motion to expunge these words, section 8, 
“any liquors in casks,” it passed in the negative. 

On motion to amend the amendment agreed to 
yesterday, by expunging these words, “the ports 
in which they were imported, or from either,” it 
passed in the affirmative. 

On motion, it was agreed io add the following 
proviso at the end of the fifth section : 

“ dnd provided always, That in no case of an ex- 
portation by the original importer shall a drawback be 
paid, until the dutics on the importation thereof shall 
have been first received.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the amendment of the House of Representatives , 
to the bill sent from the Senate for concurrence, 
entitled “An act to authorize the settlement of 

‘the claim of Samuel Prioleau ;” and, concurred 
therein. 

Mr. Burr, from the committee to whom was re- 

1 ferred the bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “‘ An act supplemen- 
tary to the several acts imposing duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
States,” reported amendments, which were read, 
and ordered to lic for consideration. 


Tuurspay, January 22. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act for reviving certain suits and 
process which have been discontinued in the Dis- 
trict Court of Pennsylvania,” in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the amendments reported by the committee to 
whom was referred the bill sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the several acts imposing 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, import- 
ed into the United States;” and, after debate, it 
was ordered that the further consideration thereof 
be postponed. 

Mr. Cagor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill sent from the [louse of Represen- 
tatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the 
relief of Epaphras Jones, and others,” reported an 
amendment, which was read, and adopted, and the 
bill was ordered to the third reading. 

Mr. Kine, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled ‘An act to establish 
an uniform rule of naturalization, and to repeal the 
act heretofore passed on that subject,” together 
with a motion made thercon, reported the follow- 
ing amendments, to wit: Strike out the first para- 
graph of the lirst section, and insert— 

“For carrying into complete effect the power given 
by the Constitution to establish an uniform rule of natu- 
ralization throughout the United States: Be it enacted 
by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Unitul States of America in Congress assembled, That 
any alicn, being a free white person, may be admitted 
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to become a cilizen of the United States, or any of { On motion, it was agreed to amend this rnotion, 
them, on the following conditions, and not otherwise?” | by inserting, in the first section of the biil, these 

Section 2, after the word “citizen,” strike out | words, after the word “ State,” “or of the Terri- 
“ thereof.” tories ;” and, in the sarac section, after the word 

On motion, it was agreed to divide the para- | “States,” these words, “or of the Territories ;” and 
graph reported as the first amendment, and adopt by inserting, in section 2, after the word “State, 
it as far as the word “conditions,” inclusive; and, ; “or Territory.” , ; i 
on motion, it was agreed to adopt these words, Ordered, Thal the further consideration of this 
“and not otherwise,” containing the other division motion be postponed. 
of the paragraph. : 

A motion was made to add to the end of the bill | Macnee Janine 26: 
the following clause: : x 

“ Be it further enacted, That the provisions contain- 
cd in this act shali extend to the Northwestern and ! 
Southwestern Territories respectively ? j 

And, after debate, the further consideration | 
thercof was postponed until to-morrow. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the molion, as it was agreed to be amended on 
Friday, to the bil!, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled ‘An act to 
establish an uniform rule of natoralization, and 
to repeal the act heretofore passed on that sub- 
; ject ;” and it being further amended, was adopted, 
Fripay, January 23. as follows: 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives | Line 5th, after the words “the States,” insert 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relicf of, OT of the Territories Northwest or South of the 


Epaphras Jones, and others,” was read the third river Ohio.” : 
time, and passed, with an amendment. Line 11th, after the word “State,” insert “or 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives | Territory.” i 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for reviving On motion to add the following clause to the 
certain suits and process which have been discon- bill : 
tinued in the District Court of Pennsylvania,” | “ Every person naturalized under this act. shall, at 
was read the second time, and ordered to a third the time of his naturalization, specify the names of all 
reading. his children under the age of twenty one years, resi- 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the | dent within the United Statea: and the clerk of the 
amendments reported by the committee to whom: Conrt shall send a certificate of every naturalization, 
was referred the bill sent from the House of Re- f and a list of the names of such children as shall be 
prescntatives for concurrence, entitled “An act | jus specified, o ihe Sceretary of State, who -shall 
, : ; i p a record of ihe same : 
supplementary to the several acts imposing duties 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into] And a motion was made to add tv this motion as 
the United States;” and, haying in part adopted | follows: 
the same, the bill was ordered to a third reading. “ For all which services, directed by this act to be 
A message from the House of Representatives performed by the clerks of the Courts ufuresaid, the 
informed the Senate that the House have passed ; said clerks shall be entitled to receive from cach per- 
a bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to the act, | son naturalized (whether having a family or not) the 
entitled ‘An act for enrolling and licensing ships | °™™® of d 
or vessels to be employed in the coasting-trade | And, on the question to agree to the motion 
and fisheries, and for regulating the same;’” and a | thus amended, it passed in the negative. 
bill entitled ‘ An act for the remission of the ton- Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
nage duties on certain French vessels ;” in which | ments. 
several bills they desire the concurrence of the| The bill sent from the House of Representatives 


Senate. for concurrence, entitled “ An act supplementary 
These bills were read the first time, and ordered | to the several acts imposing duties on goods, wares, 
to a second reading. and merchandise, imported into the United States,” 


The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate the | was read the third time, and the bill was further 
Report of the Secretary for the Department of | amended, as follows: 
Treasury, on the memorial of a number of the in-| Linc Tth, after the words “ white clayed,” insert 
habitants of the States of Connecticut and Rhode | “or white powdered,” and, in the same line, after 
Island, praying that a light-house may be erected, | ‘‘clayed,” insert * or powdered.” 
at the expense of the United States, on Watch; Resslecd, That this bill pass with amendments. 
Hill, in the State of Rhode Island; which was} The bill sent from the Louse of Representatives 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. for concurrence, entitled “An act supplementary 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the|to the act entitled ‘An act for enrolling and 
amendment proposed yesterday, to add the follow - | licensing ships or vessels to be employed in the 
ing clause to the bill, entitled “ An act to establish | coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating the 
an uniform rule of naturalization, and to repeal the | same,” was read the second time, and referred to 
act heretofore passed on that subject, to wit: Messrs. Jacrsox, Izarn, and Liverwore, to con- 
“ Be it further enacted, That the provisions contain- sider and report thercon to the Senate. i 
ed in this act shall extend to the Northwestern and! The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
Southwestern Territories respectively :” | for concurrence, entitled “An act for reviving 
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certain suits and process which have been discon- ja bill, entitled “An act to repeal a part, and to 
tinued in the District Court of Pennsylvania,” was | continue in force another part, of the act, entitled 
read the third time and passed. ‘An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the export- 

The Senate proceeded to the second reading of | ation of arms and ammunition, and encouraging 
the bill, sent from the ITouse of Representatives | the importation of the same ;’” in which they desire 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the remission | the concurrence of the Senate. 
of the tonnage duties on certain French vessels ;” | The bill was read the first time and ordered to 
and, by unanimous consent, the bill was read the | a second reading. 
third time and passed. The bill making an extra allowance to certain 
clerks iu the public offices, and to the widows and 
Te Jan aT families of certain deceased clerks, was read the 

PEADAT, MANTRI Ste second lime, and ordered to a third reading. 

The Vicu Presinent laid before the Senate the] The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
accounts of Samucl Meredith, Treasurer, of the | for concurrence, entitled “ An act supplementary 
expenditures for the quarter ending the 30th of | to the act, entitled ‘An act to provide more effect- 
September last, which, being read, were ordered to | ually for the collection of the duties on goods, 
lie on the table. wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives | States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,’ ” was 
for concurrence, entitled ‘‘ An act for the ascertain- | read the second time. 
ment of certain losses of the officers of Govern-| Ordered, That this bill be referred to the com- 
ment, and other citizens, by the insurgents in the | mittee appointed the 26th instant on the bill, en- 
Western counties of Pennsylvania, and providing | titled “ An act supplementary to the act, entitled 
some present relicf to the sufferers,” was read the | ‘An act for enrolling and licensing ships or vessels 
third time and passed. to be employed in the coasting trade and fisheries, 

The petition of Zachariah Allen, of the State of | and for regulating the same,’” to consider and re- 
Rhode Island, was presented and read, praying | port thereon to the Senate. 
that the proper officers may be empowered and 
directed to furnish a certain vessel thercin named, 
and the property of a citizen of the United States, 
although not built therein, with the necessary pa- 
pers, for the reasons mentioned in the said petition. 

Ordered, That this petition be referred to Messrs. 
Fostrr, Strona, and Fitsworrn, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House of Represent- 
atives have passed a bill, entitled ‘‘ An act supple- 
mentary to the act concerning invalids ;” and a bill, 
entitled “ An act supplementary to the act, entitled 
* An act to provide more effectually for the collec- 
tion df the dutics on goods, wares, and merchan- 
disc, imported into the United States, and on the 
tonnage of ships or vessels ;’” in which several bills 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read and or- 
dered to a second reading. 


Faray, January 30. 


The bill making an extra allowance to certain 
clerks in the public offices, and to the widows and 
families of certain deceased clerks, was read the 
third time, and recommitted for further inquiry. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to repeal a part, 
and to continue in force another part, of the act, 
entitled ‘ An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the 
exportation of arms and ammunition, and encour- 
aging the importation of the samc,” was read the 
second time, and referred to Messrs. RUTHERFURD, 
Ilawxrys, and Jacgsox, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

The Vice Pruswwent laid before the Senate a 
confidential communication from the Secretary of 
the Department of War, which was read, and or- 
dered to lic for consideration, 


Wennespay, January 28. Monnay, February 2. 


The Vice Presment laid before the Senate the 
Report of the Scerctary of the Department of 
Treasury, on the petition of Oliver and Thompson, 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act supplementary 
to the act concerning invalids,” was read the secund | 
time and referred to Messrs. Brapiry, ELLswogrtn, | which was read, and ordered to lie for consider- 
and Hawxrys, to consider and report thereon to j ation. 
the Senate. Mr. Jacxsoy, from the committee to whom was 

Mr, Ross, from the committee appointed to bring | referred the bill, sent from the IIouse of Repre- 
in a bill making an extra allowance to certain | sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act sup- 
clerks in the public offices, and to the widows and | plemeniary to the act, entitled ‘An act for enrol- 
families of certain deceased clerks, reported a bill | ling and licensiug ships or vessels to be employed 
for that purpose, which was read, and ordered to a | in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for regu- 
second reading. lating the same,’ ” reported amendments, which wero 
read. 

Ordered, That the report lie for consideration. 

Mr. TazeweLL notified the Senate, that he 
should to-morrow ask permission to introduce a 
bill declaring the conseut uf Congress to an act of 


Tuvunspay, January 29. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the Honse have passed 
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the State of Virginia, passed the 25th of December, 
1794, for the support of a Marine Hospital. 


Turspay, February 38. 


The Senate procceded to the consideration of 
the report of the committee to whom was refer- 
red the bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the act, entitled ‘ An act for enrolling 
and licensing ships or vessels to be employed in 
the cuusting trade and fisheries, and for regulating 
the same,’” and the report was adopted; and the 
bill being further amended, was ordered to a third 
reading. 

Agrecably to notice given yesterday, Mr. Taze- 
WELL obtained permission to introduce a bill de- 
claring the consent of Congress to an act of the 
State of Virginia, passed the twenty-fifth of Dc- 
cember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four, for the support of a Marine Hospital, and the 
bill was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
Treading. 


i 


Wepnespay, February 4. 


_ A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a bill, 
entitled “An act to authorize the allowance of a 
drawback on part of the cargo of the ship Enter- 
prise,” in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate; the bill was read the first time, and order- 
ed to a second reading. 

The following confidential Message was received 
from the Presipenr or tus Unrrep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before Congress, for their consideration, a Let- 
ter from the Secretary of State, upon the subject of 
Loans, which is extremely interesting and urgent. 

. G. WASHINGTON. | 
Unirep Nrares, February 4, 1195- | 
The Message was read, and ordered to lie for | 

consideration. 

_ The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act supplement- 
ary to the act, entitled ‘An act for enrolling and 
licensing ships or vessels to be employed in the 
coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating the | 
same,” was read the third time. 

Ordered, That the further consideration thercof 
he postponed to Monday next. 

Mr. Beanery, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Represent- 
atives for concurrence, entitled ‘An act supple- 
mentary to the act concerning invalids,” reported | 
the following amendment : 

Strike out the whole of the ‘last section, after 
the word “enacted,” in the first line, and insert in | 
licu thercof, 


“That no commissioned officer who has eeaived| 
commutation of half pay shall be paid a pension as an 
invalid until he shall return his commutation into the 
Treasury of the United States, except where special 
provision has been made in particular cases for allow- 
ing pensions on the return only of certain portions of 
the commutation :” 


On the question to adopt the report, it passed in 
the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 8, as follows: 


Yuas—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Edwards, 
Ellsworth, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Tzard, 
Langdon, Martin, Robinson, Ross, and Rutherfurd. 

Nays. —Measrs. Burr, Frelinghuysen, Livermore, Mit- 
chell, Morris, Potts, Strong, and Tazewell. 

On motion to amend the amendment, by ex- 
punging the words “ his commutation,” line third 
of the amendment, and further to amend it, to read 
as follows : 

“That no commissioned officer who has received 
commutation of half pay shall be paid a pension as an 
invalid, until he shall return into the Treasury of the 
United States a proportion of the principal of the com- 
mutation received by him, equal to the proportion of 
pension to be allowed him, except where special provi- 
sion bas been made in particular cases, for allowing 
pensions, on the return only of certain portions of the 
commutation :” 

It passed in the negative, And on the question 
to agree to the last section of the bill, as amended, 
it passed in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 8, as 
follows: 

Yras—Mesers. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Edwards, 
Ellsworth, Foster, Ilawkins, Henry, Jackson, Izard, 


| Langdon, Martin, Robinson, Ross, and Rutherfurd. 


Naye.—Messrs. Burr, Frelinghuysen, Livermore, Mit- 
chell, Morris, Potts, Strong, and Tazewell, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read- 
ing. 

"The bill declaring the consent of Congress to an 
act of the State of Virginia, passed the twenty-fifth 
of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four, for the support of a Marine Hospital, 
was read the second time, and referred to Messrs. 
TAZEWELI, ELLSWORTH, and Lanepon, to consider 
and report thercon to the Senate. 


Tuurspay, February 5. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representa - 
tives for concurrence, entilled “ An act to author- 
ize the allowance of drawback on part of the car- 
go of the ship Enterprise,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Lanuvon, [awerns, 
and Ports, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

Ordered, That the third reading of the bill, 
sent from the House of Representatives for con- 
currence, entitled * An act supplementary to the 
act concerning invalids,” be postponed to Monday 
next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act relative to the compensations 
of certain officers employed in the collection of the 
duties of impost and tonnage ;” in which they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate. ‘The bill was 
read the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

A motion was made, 

“That a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the President of the United 
States to call auch of the invalids ou the pension list of 
the United States into service as are able to do garrison 
duty, and, if found expedient, to report a bill :” 
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Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 

Mr. Lanepon, from the committee on the bill 
last referred, reported that it pass without amend- 
ment; and the report was adopted, and the bill 
ordered to a third reading. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Srroxe, Burr, and 
Ports, be a committee to examine and report to the 
Senate what laws will expire before the next session 
of Congress. 


Fripay, February 6. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entilled “An act to authorize the 
allowance of drawback on part. of the cargo of the 
ship Enterprise,” was read the third time and 
passed. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled * An act relative to 
the compensations of certain officers employed in 
the collection of the duties of impost and ton- 
nage,” was read the second time, and referred to 
Messrs. Cazot, ELLSWORTH, Burs, Laxepon, and 
TAZEWELL, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate, 

A messayve from the IIouse of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the Iouse have passed 
a bill, entitled “Au act authyrizing the erection 
of a light-house near the entrance of Georgetown 
harbor, in the State of South Carolina ;” in which 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. The 
bill was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the committee appointed 
for the purpose, reported a bill to regulate proceed- 
ings in cases of outlawry, which was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 


Monpay, February 9. 


Mr. Strona reported from the committee to 
whom it was referred to examine and report what 
Jaws will expire .before the next Congress. The 
report was read, and ordered lie for consideration. 

Mr. Carnot, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act rela- 
tive to the compensations of certain officers ecm- 
ployed in the collection of the duties of impost 
and {ounage,” reported an amendment, which was 
read and agreed to, and the Dill ordered to a third 
reading. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representutives for 
concurrence, entitled “An act supplementary to 
the uct concerning invalids,” be further postponed 
to Thursday next, 

‘I'he third reading of the bill sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An act for 
enrolling and licensing ships or vessels em- 
ployed in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for 
regulating the same,” was resumed; and, being 
further amended, 

Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
ments. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
erection ofa light-house near the entrance of George- 
town harbor, in the State of South Carolina,” was 
read the second time, and referred to Messrs. Laxa- 
DON, Jacxsor, and Hawkins, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

The bill to regulate proceedings in cases of out- 
lawry was read the second time, and ordered to lie 
for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act to amend the act, eutitled 
‘An act making alterations in the Treasury and 
War Departments ;’” in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. The bill was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 


Turspay, February 10. 


The petition of James Park and others, wessen- 
gers in the public offices, was read, praying that 
their compensation, respectively, may be aug- 
mented. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, sent from the Senate for concurrence, 
entitled “ An act to amend the act, entitled, ‘ An act 
to establish the Post Office and Post Roads within 
the United States,” with amendments; in which 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. ‘The 
amendments were read. and referred to Messrs. 
Ross, Hawxrys, and RUTHERFURD, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Exiswonts reported from the committee 
appointed to revise the provisions for the employ- 
ment and compensation of clerks in the public 
offices, which was read. 

Ordered, That it lie for consideration. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act relative to the 
compensations of certain officers employed in the 
collection of the duties of impost and tonnage,” 
was read the third time and passed. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to amend the act, 
entitled ‘An act making alterations in the Treasury 
and War Departments,’ ” was read the second time, 
and ordered to a third reading. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the bill to 
regulate proceedings in eases of outlawry, be fur- 
ther postponed. 


WEDNESDAY, February 11. 


Mr. Laxcpox, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill. sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives fur concurrence, entitled “An act 
authorizing the erection of a Jight-house near the 
entrance of Georgetuwn harbor in the State of 
South Carolina,” reported the bill without amend- 
ment. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 


informed the Senate that the House have disagreed 


823 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


824 


Senatr.] 


Proceedings. 


[Fusruary, 175. 


to all the amendments of the Senate to the bill 
entitled ‘An act supplementary to the act, enti- 
tled ‘An act for enrolling and licensing ships or 
vessels to be employed in the coasting trade and 
fisheries, and for regulating the same?” and ask a 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses, and have appointed managers on their 
art. 

Resolved, That the Senate agree to the proposed 
conference on the amendments to the last men- 
tioned bill, and that Messrs, Livermore and 
Jackson be managers at the sume ou the part of the 
Senate. 

Mr, Jackson, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act sup- 
plementary to the act, entitled ‘ An act to provide 
more effectually for the collection of the duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels,’ ” reported amendments, which were read. 

Ordered, 'Tnat they be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to amend the act, 
entitled ‘An aet making alterations in the Treasury 
and War Departments,” was read the third time 
and passed. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the bill to 
authorize the holding of special Courts, in certain 
cases, be postponed until the 23d instant. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to examine and report to the Senate what 
laws will expire before the next Congress he re- 
committed, and that the committee be instructed 
to bring in a bill or bills to continue such of the 
said laws as in their opinion ought to be continued. 

The petition of James Mathers, Doorkeeper to 
the Senate, was presented and read, stating the 
enhanced price of the necessaries of life, and pray- 
ing an addition to his compensation. Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate pay to 
the said James Mathers, out of the contingent 
money, one hundred and thirty dollars, to make his 
compensation, for the last year, two hundred and 
fifty dollars, in addition to his stated salary, that 
being the additional sum allowed to the Doorkeeper 
of the House of Representatives. z 


Taurspay, February 12. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
erection of a light-house near the entrance of 
Georgetown harbor, in the State of South Carolina,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act for the reimbursement of a 
Loan authorized by an act of the last session of 
Congress,” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the 
reimbursement of a Loan authorized by an act of 


the last session of Congress,” was read the first 
time, and, by unanimous consent, the rule was dis- 
pensed witb, and the bill was read the second time, 
and referred to Messrs. Kixc, Braprorp, and ELLS- 
wortn, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee, ap- 
pointed the tenth of December last, to revise the 
provisions for the employment. und compensation of 
certain clerks in the public offices, be the order of 
the day for to-morrow. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act supplementary to 
the act concerning invalids,” was read the third 
time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass, as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 11, 
nays 7, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs, Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Edwards, 
Ellsworth, Foster, Hawkins, King, Langdon, Robinson, 
and Rutherfurd. 

Nays—Messrs. Burr, Jackson, Livermore, Martin, 
Mitchell, Potts, and Tazewell. 

So it was resolved that this bill pass, with an 
amendment. 

Mr. Ruragrrurp reported, from the committce to 
whom was referred the bill, sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act to repeal a part, and to continue in force 
another part, of the act entitled ‘An act pro- 
hibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of 
arms and ammunition, and encouraging the im- 
portation of the same? ” and the report was adopt- 
ed. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this bill do not pass. 


————— 


TFrivay, February 13. 

The Senate took into consideration the report of 
the committee, appointed the tenth of December 
last, to revise the provisions for the employment 
and compensation of certain clerks in the public 
offices, which was amended; and, after debate, the 
report was committed to Messrs. Ross, Potts, and 
Kine, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 


Moxpay, February 16. 


Mr. Livermore reported, from the managers on 
the part of the Senate at the conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill cn- 
titled “An act supplementary to the act entitled 
An act for enrolling aud licensing ships or vessels 
to be employed in the coasting trade and fisheries, 
and for regulating the same,’ ” that the Lill Le post- 
poned to the next Congress; and the report was 
adopted. 

On motion, that the bill, sent from the House of 
Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act 
supplementary to the act entitled ‘ An act to provide 
more effectually for the collection of the dutics on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels,” be postponed to the next Congress, it 
passed in the negative. 
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The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported by the committee to tho said Lill; 
aud, having adopted them, the bill was ordered to 
a third reading. 

On request of the Vice Presipent, it was agrced 
that he be excused from attendance in the Senate, 
during the session, after Wednesday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives in- 
formed the Senate that the Iousc have passed a bill, 
entitled “ An act for the more effectual recovery of 
debts due from individuals to the United States ;” 
a bill, entitled “ An act for continuing and regulat- 
ing the Military Establishment of the United States, 
and for repealing sundry acts heretofore passed on 
the subject;” and a “ Resolution respecting certain 
laws of the Territory of the United States North- 
west of the river Ohio, passed the first day of Au- 
gust, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two ;” 
in which bills and resolutions they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The bills and resolution last brought to the Se- 
nate for concurrence were severally read, and order- 
ed to a second reading. 

Ordered, That the resolution of the House of Re- 
presentatives last mentioned be referred to Messrs. 
Livermore, RUTHERFURD, and Braprorp, to consi- 
der and report thercon to the Senate. 

Mr. Krxe, from the committce to whom was re- 
ferred the bill, sent from the Iouse of Represent- 
atives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- 
imbursement of a Loan authorized by an act of the 
last session of Congress,” reported that the bill pass, 
withont amendment. Whereupon, it was agreed, by 
unanimous consent, that the bill be now read the 
third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 


Tuespay, February 17. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled, “ An act supplementary 
to the act entitled ‘ An act to provide more cffectu 
ally for the collection of the duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into the United States, 
and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,” was read 
the third time; and, being further amended, the bill 
was recommitted. 

A message from the House of Representatives in- 
formed the Senate that the House have passed a bill, 
entitled “ An act to continue in force the ‘ Act for 
ascertaining the fees in Admiralty proceedings in 
the District Courts of the United States, and for 
other purposes ;’” and a bill, entitled “ An act to 
repeal part of the act, entitled ‘An act prohibiting, 
for a limited time, the exportation of arms and am- 
munition, and encouraging the importation of the 
same ;’” in which several bills they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The bills were read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to regulate proceedings in cases of outlawry. 

On motion that this bill be postponed, it passed 
in the negative; and, after debate, the bill was or- 
dered to lie for consideration. 


The following Messages were received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to Congress copies of a Letter from the 
Governor of the State of New Hampshire, and of an 
Act of the Legislature thereof. ratifying the article pro- 
posed in amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States respecting the Judicial power, 

T also lay before Congress copies of a Letter from the 
Governor of the State of North Carolina, and of an Act 
of the Legislature thereof, ceding “to the United States 
certain lands, upon the cunditions therein meutioned.” 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Untrep Srates, February 17, 1795. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

Ihave received cupies of two Acts of the Legislature 
of Georgia—one passed on the 28th day of December, 
and the other on the 7th day of January last—tfor ap- 
propriating and selling the Indian lands within the ter 
ritorial limits claimed by that State. These copies, 
though not officially certified, have been transmitted to 
me in such a manuer as to leave no room to doubt their 
authenticity. These Acts embrace an object of such 
magnitude, and in their consequences may so deeply 
affect the peace and welfare of the United States, that 
I have thought it necessary now to lay them before 
Congress. 

In confidence, I also forward copies of several docu- 
ments and papers received from the Governor of the 
Southwestern Territory. By these, it seems that hos- 
tilities with the Cherokees have ceased, and that there 
is a pleasing prospect of a permanent peace with that 
nation. But, from all the communications of the Go- 
vernor, it appears that the Creeks, in small parties, con- 
tinue their depredations, and it is uncertain to what 
they may finally lead. 

The several papers now communicated deserve the 
immediate attention of Congress, who will consider how 
far the subjects of them way require their co operation. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Usirep States, February 17, 1795. 


The Messages were severally read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 


Wepnespay, February 18, 

Mr. Srroxe from the committee instructed for 
that purpose on the 11th instant, reported a bill to 
continue in force, for a limited time, the acts there- 
in mentioned; which bill was read, and ordered to 
the second reading. i 

Mr. Ross, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the amendments proposed by the House 
of Representatives to the bill, entitled “ An act to 
amend the act entitled ‘An act to establish the 
Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
Slates, ” reported amendincnts to the said amend- 
ments. 

On motion to recommit the report, it passed in 
the negative, and, the report being further amend- 
ed, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in the amend- 
ments to this bill, with arnendments thereto. 

A message from the House of Representatives in- 
formed the Senate that the House have passed a 
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bill, entitled “An act to provide for calling forth | 
the militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasions, and to re- | 
peal the act now in force for these purposes ;” a 
bill, entitled “ An act enabling 
obtain a drawback of duties on certain exported 
wines ;” a bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
William Seymour ;” and a bill, entitled “ An act 
for the more general promulgation of the laws of 
the United States :” in which several bills they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate. 

Tho bills last mentioned were severally read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The papers referred to in the Message of the 
President of the United States, of yesterday, were | 
read and ordered to lic for consideration. 

Mr. Durr, from the committee to whom was Te- 
ferred the motion made the 18th of January last, 
relative to the claims of the settlers at Galliopolis, 
together with the memorial of Jean G. Gervais, re- 
ported a bill to authorize a grant of lands to the 
French inhabitants of Gulliopolis, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned, which was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Ordered, That certain laws of the State of 
Georgia, referred to in the Message of the Paesi- 
DENT of THE Unirep Srares of the 17th inst., be 
referred to Messrs. KING, ELLSWORTH, STRONG, 
Ross, and Ports, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

Mr. Kine notified the Senate, that he should, on 
Friday nexi, move for leave to introduce a bill to 
punish frauds committed on the Bank of the United 
States. 

Mr. Fosrer laid before the Senate the petition of 
Henry Merchant, Judge for the Rhode Island dis- 
trict, praying an augmentation of his salary, which 
was read. 

Ordered, That Mr. Foster, in behalf of the peti- 
tioner, have leave to bring ina bill providing for 
the addition of two hundred dollars per annum to 
the petitioncr’s present salary. 

Mr. Burs, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of John McLean, attorney to 
Angus McLean, reported, that they are satisfied of 
the truth of the facts contained in the petition, and 
that he is entitled to his pay for his services in the 
corps of sappers and miners ; and tbe report was 
adopted. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the committee to whom the peti- 
tion was referred, be instructed to bring ina bill ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Burr, from the committee last mentioned, 
reported a bill for the relief of Angus McLean, 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for the more 
effectual recovery of debts due from individuals to 
the United States,” was read the second time and 
referred to Messrs. Fosrer, FRELINGHUYSEN, and 
Viine, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

Mr. Jackson, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the amendments reported on the bill, 
sent from the House of Representatives for con- 
currence, entitled “ An act supplementary to the 


act, entitled ‘An act to provide more effectually 
for the collection of the duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into the United States, 
and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,’” reported 


George Gibbs to | amendments to the same, which were read and 


adopted, and the bill being further amended, it 
was 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

he bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to continue in 
force the act for ascertaining the fees in Admi- 
ralty proceedings in the District Courts of the 
United States, and for other purposes,” was read 
the second time, and by unanimous consent the 
rule was dispensed with, and the bill was read 
the third time, and passed. 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled * An act to repeal part 
of the act, entitled ‘An act prohibiting, for a lim- 
ited time, the exportation of arms and ammunition, 
and encouraging the importation of the same,” was 
read the second time. 

On motion that this bill pass to the third read- 
ing, it passed in the negative. So it was resolved 
that this bill do not pass. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for continuing 
and regulating the Military Establishment of the 
United States, and for repealing sundry acts here- 
tofore passed on that subject,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Freuincavyses, BURR, 
and Fosrer, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 


—— 


Friar, February 20. 


The Vice Presipent being absent, the Senate 
proceeded to the election of a PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore, as the Constitution provides, and SamUsL 
Livermore was duly elected; who, declining the 
appointment, 

The Senate proceeded to the 
TazeweE L to that office. 

Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the Pre- 
SIDENT or THE Unirep Srates, and notify hin 
of the election of Mr. Tazewe tL to be PRESIDENT 
of the Senate pro tempore. 

The petition of John Rutledge, administrator 
of the estate of Thomas Rutledge, deceased, late 
deputy commissary gencral of purchases for the 
Southern Department, was read, praying that he 
may be enabled to obtain compensation for the ser- 
vices of the said Thomas Rutledge. 

Ordered, That this petition lic on the table. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Kine obtained leave to 
introduce a bill to punish frauds committed on the 
Bank of the United States; which bill was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled An act for the re- 
lief of William Seymour,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Frecincacyses, KING, 
and Mrrcuet., to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

A message from the 
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informed the Senate that the House agree to all 
the amendments of the Senate to their amend- 
ments to the bill, entitled “ An act to amend the 
act, entitled ‘An act to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States,’” except 
to the last, to which they agree with an amend- 
ment, and in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. They have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act for the relicf of Robert Barton and others,” in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the Honse of Representatives 
to the last amendment of the Senate to their 
amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act to amend 
the act, entitled ‘ An act to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States ;’” and, on 
motion, that the bill be postponed to the next Con- 
gress, it passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That the Senate disagree to the said 
amendment, and ask a conference on the disagree 
ing votes thereon, and that Messrs. RUTHERFURD 
and Brown be managers at the same on the part 
of the Senate. 

The bill last brought from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence was read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Tho bill for the relief of Angus McLean was 
read the second time and amended, and, by unani- 
mous consent, to dispense with the rulc, the bill 
was read the third time and passed. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the 
more gencral promulgation of the luws of the 
United States,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to Messrs. RUTHERFURD, ELLSWORTH, and 
Ports, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill, sent from the Iouse of Representa- 
tives fur concurrence, entitled “An act enabling 
George Gibbs to obtain a drawback of duties on 
certain exported wines,” was read the second time, 
and referred to Messrs. Garor, MITCHELL, and 
Braprorp, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate, 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide 
for calling forth the militia to execute the Jaws 
of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel in- 
vasions, and to repeal the act now in force for 
these purposes,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to Messrs. Kine, FRELINGHUYSEN, and 
STRONG, to consider and report thereon to the 
‘Senate. 

Mr. Ross reported, from the committee to whom 
was referred the report of a committee appointed 
to revise the provisions for the employment and 
compensation of certain clerks in the public offices. 
On motion, to amend the report, by inserting five 
hundred dollars to the loan officer of the State of 
Maryland, instead of two hundred and fifty, in 
licu of clerk hire; it passed in the negative. 

` © On motion, to amend the report, by inserting 

two thousand dollars each to the loan officers of 
the States of Massachusetts and New York, in 
lieu of clerk hire, respectively ; it passed in the 
hegative. 


On motion, to amend the report, by inserting 
five hundred dollars to the loan officer of the State 
of Connecticut, in lieu of clerk hire; it passed in 
the negative. And, having agreed further to 
amend the report, by striking out the limitation, 
to wit: “‘ycar one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-six,” and inserting “end of the same.” On 
motion, 

Ordered, That it be recommitted, with an in- 
struction to bring in a bill conformable thereto. 

Agreeably to the order of the Senate, Mr. Fos- 
TER brought in a bill for allowing an additional 
compensation to the Judge of the District of Rhode 
Island; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The bill, to continue in force, for a limited time, 
the acts thercin mentioned, was read the second 
time, and ordered to a third reading. 

A message from the louse of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the ITouso agree to the 
proposed conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two IIouses to the amendments proposed to 
the bill, entitled, “ An act to amend the act, enti- 
tled ‘An act to establish the Post Office and Post 
Roads within the United States,’” and have ap- 
pointed managers on their part. 


Satunpay, February 21. 


Mr. Canor reported, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, sent from the Louse 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act enabling George Gibbs to obtain a drawback 
of duties on certain exported wines,” that the Dill 
pass without amendment; and the report was 
adopted. And, by unanimous consent, the rule 
was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
third time, and passed, ‘ 

Mr. LiverMone reported, from the committee to 
whom was referred the resolution, sent froin the 
House of Representatives for concurrence, “ res- 
pecting certain laws of the territory of the United 
States Northwest of the river Ohio, passed the first 
day of Angust, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-two.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate do not concur in this 
resolution, 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the llouse have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the payment of 
four thousand dollars, for the use of the daughters 
of the Jate Count de Grasse ;” and a bill, entitled 
“ An act for the relief of Spencer Man and Frantz 
Jacob Foltz ;” in which several bills they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. ; 

Mr. Reriterrvrp reported from the managers 
at the conference on the part of the Senate, on the 
disagrecing votes of the two Houses on the last 
amendments to the first seetion of the bill, enti- 
tled “ An act to amend the act, cntitled ' An act to 
establish the Post Office and Post Roads within 
the United States.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate recede from their 
last amendment to the amendment of the Iouse 
of Representatives, to the first section of the saig 
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bill, to wit: the words “and from Danville to Knox- 
ville.” 

Mr. Krxe, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the Message of the: PRESIDENT OF THE 
Uniten Sratzs, of the 18th instant, relative to 
certain laws passed by the State of Georgia, re- 
ported a bill to prevent depredations on the Indians 
South of the river Ohio; which bill was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relicf of 
Spencer Man and Frantz Jacob Foltz,” was read 
the first lime, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 


6. The correspondence between the Governor of 
Pennsylvania and the Secretary of State. 

7. The Report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to the PresipenT or THE UNITED STATES. 

8. Instructions to the Governor of Virginia. 

Mr. Martin notified the Senate that he should, 
on Monday next, move for permission to introduce 
a bill to amend the 2d section of the act, entitled 
“ An act to erect a light-house on the head land of 
Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Shell 
Castle Island, in the harbor of Ocracotk, in the 

' State of North Carolina.” 
| Mr. Kine, from the committee to whom was 
| referred the bill, sent from the [louse of Repre- 


for concurrence, entitled ‘An act authorizing the | sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act to 
payment of four thousand dollars for the use of | provide for calling forth the militia to execute the 
the daughters of the late Count de Grasse,” was | laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and re- 


read the first time. 
The petition of Amelie, Adclaide, Mclanie, and 


Í pel invasions, and to repeal the act now in force 
for those purposes,” reported amendments, which 


Silvie de Grasse, daughters of the late Count de | were amended and adopted. 


Grasse, stating their reduccd and destitute situa- 
tion, and praying the loan of two thousand dol- 
lars, was presented and read; and, by unanimous 
consent, the rule was dispensed with, and the bill 
last mentioned was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill lie for consideration. 


Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 


Monpay, February 23. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide for 


The bill to punish frauds committed on the Bank | calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the 


of the United States was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

The bill to continue in force for a limited time, 
the acts therein mentioned, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

The ‘bil) for allowing an additional compensa- 
tion to the Judge of the district of Rhode Island, 

. was read the second time. 

The memorial of Gunning Bedford, Judge of 
the district of Delaware, was presented and read, 
praying for an increase of compensation. 

It was agreed to amend the bill last mentioned, 
by inserting these words: ‘To the Judges of the 
districts of Rhode Island and Dclaware each,” and 
to conform the title of the bill thereto, 

On motion, by Mr. Canor, to add after the 
word “dollars,” “and to the Judge of the District 
Court of Massachusetts the sum of three hundred 
dollars.” 

It passed in the negative, 

Ordered, That the further consideration of this 
bill be postponed until Monday next. 

The Presipent laid before the Senate state- 
ments from the Seerctary of the Department of 
War, of such claims as have been received and 
examined, and of additional evidence further to 
support certain claims formerly stated; in pursu- 
ance of the act, entitled “ An act to regulate the 
claims to invalid pensions.” 

Ordered, ‘That tive hundred copies of the papers 
hereafter enumerated, delivered with the Message 
of the Present oF THE Unitep States of the 
19th of November, 1794, be printed, to wit: 

. Judge Wilson's certificate. 

. The proclamation of 7th August. 

The Instructions of the Commissioners. 

. The Report of the Commissioners. 

. The Proclamation of the 25th of September. 
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Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions, 
and to repeal the act now in force for those pur- 
poses,” was read the third time, and, being further 
amended, 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled ‘ An act for the relict of 
Robert Barton and others,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs, CABOT, BRADFORD, 
and Fretixcnvysen, to consider and report there- 
on to the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Spencer Man, and Frantz Jacob Foltz,” was read 
the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to the com- 
mittee last mentioned. 

The bill “ for allowing an additional compensa- 
tion to the Judge of the district of Rhode Island,” 
was read the third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass; that it be engross- 
ed; and that the title thereof be, “ìn act allowing 
an additional compensation to the Judges of the 
districts of Rhode Island and Delaware.” 
| Agreeably to notice given on the 21st instant, 

Mr. MARTIN obtained permission to bring in a bill 
to amend the second section of the act, entitled 
“ An act to erect a light-house on the head land of 
Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Shell 
Castle Island, in the harbor of Ocracock, in the 
State of North Carolina ;” which bill was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to prevent depredations on the Indians 
South of the river Ohio was read the second time, 
and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to authorize the holding of special Courts in 
certain cases, and the further consideration thereof 
was postponed until the next Congress. 
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A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
vill, entitled “ An act making further provision for 
the support of Public Credit, and for the redemp- 
tion of the Publie Debt,” in which they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill was read the first time, and, by unani- 
mous consent, the rule was dispensed with, and 
the bill was read the second time, aud referred to 
Messrs. ELLSWORTH, Morris, Srrone, Kine, and 
Capot, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
payment of four thousand dollars for the use of 
the daughters of the late Count de Grasse,” was 
considered. 

Ordered, 'That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Burn, Krxe, and MITCAELL, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bil) sent from the Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “ An act for the relief of Agnus McLean,” 
with an amendtnent, in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
last mentioned, to wit: strike out “ Agnus,” and 
insert “ Angus.” 

Resolved, That they do concur therein. 

Mr. BURR, froin the committee to whom was 
referred the bill sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act au- 
thorizing the payment of four thousand dollars for 
the use of the daughters of the late Count de Grasse,” 
reported an amendment, which was adopted. 

On motion to insert “five hundred” in place of 
“one thousand,” it passed in the negative. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass to the third 
reading? it was determined in the affirmative— 
yeas 17, nays 5, as follows: 


Yuas.—Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Edwards, Fos- 
ter, Hawkins, Jackson, Izard, King, Langdon, Liver- 
more, Martin, Mitchell, Morris, Potta, Rutherfurd, und 
Vining. 

Nays,—Messrs. Bradford, Ellsworth, Frelinghuysen, 
Ross, aud Strong. 


Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read- 
ing. 

The bill to authorize a grant of lands to the 
French inhabitants of Galliopolis, and fur other 
purposes therein mentioned, was read the second 
time, and, after debate, the Senate adjourned. 


TUESDAY, February 24. 


Mr. Canot, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Speneer Man and Frantz Jacob Foltz,” and the 
bill entitled “ An act for the relief of Robert Bar- 
ton and others,” reported, that they severally pass 
without amendment. 


——— aaasta 


mentioned, and after being amended, the Bill was 
ordered to a third reading. 

Ordered, That the bill last reported on pass to the 
third reading. 

Mr. ELLSWORTIL from the committee instructed 
to that purpose, reported a Dill to regulate the 
compensation of clerks; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
payment of four thousand dollars for the use of 
the daughters of the late Count de Grasse,” was 
read the third time. 

On motion to expunge the amendment xgreed 
to yesterday, to wit; line 1, insert a preamble, as 
follows: 

“ Whereas, the four daughters of the late Count de 
Grasse, now within the United States, have, by their 
memorial to Congress, represented that they are desti- 
tute of the means of support:” 

It passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
ment. 

The memorial of a number of the manufacturers 
of the town of Bultimore was presented and read, 
stating the impolicy of excises on home manufac- 
tures, and praying a discontinuance thereof on the 
articles of sugar and snuff. 

Ordered, That this memorial be referred to the 
committee to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act making further provision for the support 
of Public Credit, and for the redemption of the 
Public Debt,” to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a bill, 
entitled “ An act for the relief of Jose Roiz Silva ;” 
and a bill, entitled “ An act relative to cessions of 
jurisdiction in places where light-houses, beacons, 
buoys, and public piers, have been, or may here- 
after be, erected and fixed ;” in which several bills 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The consideration of the bill to authorize a grant 
of lands to the French inhabitants of Galliopolis, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned, was re- 
sumed; and, after debate, the further consideration 
of the bill was postponed. 

Mr. Foster notified the Senate that he should 
to-morrow, ask permission to introduce a bill pro- 
viding that coasting vessels going from Long 
Island, in the State of New York, to the State of 
Rhode Island, or from the State of Rhode Island 
to the said Long Island, shall have the same privi- 
leges as are allowed to vessels, under the like cir- 
cumstances, going from a district in one State to 
a district in the same, or any adjoining State. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act relative to cessions 
of jurisdiction in places where light-houses, beacons, 
buoys, and public piers, have been, or may hereafter 
be, erected and fixed,” was reud the first time, and 
ordered to a second reading, 

Tne bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Jose Roiz Silva,” was read the first time, and or- 


The Senate proceeded to consider the bill first | dered to a second reading. 


8p Con.—27 
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Wepnvespay, February 25. 


Mr. Livermore laid before the Senate the re- 
monstrance of the State of New Hampshire, as- 
serting and enforcing the sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of the said State, in respect to laws 
passed before the Confederation of the United 
States; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. ; 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I communicate to Congress copies of a Letter from 
the Governor of the State of Georgia, and of an Act of 
the Legislature thereof, “to rulify the resolution of 
Congress explanatory of the Judicial power of the 
United States.” G. WASHINGTON. 

Unurep Sratus, February 26, 1795. 


The Messnge and papers therein referred to, 
were rend, and ordered to lie on file. 

Mr. ERELINCHUYSEN, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act for 
the relicf of William Seymour,” reported that it 
pasa without amendment. 

Ordered, That this bill pasa to the third reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Spencer Man and Frantz Jacob Foltz,”. was read 
the third time, and passed. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Robert Barton and others,” was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Tho bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurronce, entitled “ An act relative to 
cessions of jurisdiction in places where light- 
houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers have been, 
or may hereafter be, erected and fixed,” was read 
the second time, and referred to Messrs, LIVERMORE, 
Burr, and MITCHELL, to consider and report there- 
on to the Sonate. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, from tho committee to whom 
was referred tho bill, sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitlod “An act 
making further provision for the support of Public 
Credit, and for the redemption of the Public Debt,” 
reported amendments, which were read. 

Ordered, That they lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to authorize a grant of lands to the French in- 
habitants of Gulliopolis, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned. 

On motion, to strike out the first section of the 
dill, to wit: 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and empowered 
to issue letters patent, in the name, and under the seal, 
of the United States, thereby granting and conveying to 
John Gabriel Gervais, Alexander Sangrain, and Jobn 
Michan, and their heirs, for the use of themselves and 
the other French inhabitants of Gulliopulis, in the Terri- 
tory Northwest of the Ohio, a tract of land situate on the 


Northwest bank of the river Ohio, beginning one mile 
and a half on a straight line above the mouth of Tittle 
Sandy ; thence, down the said river Ohio, along the 
conrses thereof, eight miles, when reduced to a straight 
line ; thence, at right angles froma the said line, westerly, 
so as to include the quantity of twenty four thousand 
acres, free from all reservations, to be equally divided 
(except as hereinafter excepted) by lot among all the 
French inhabitants and actual settlers of the said town 
or settlement of Galliopolis, being males above seven- 
teen years of age, or widows, who are, or shall be, 
within the said town or settlement of Galliopolis, on 
the first day of November next, of whom a list shall 
be made by the Surveyor to be employed in pursuance 
of this act:” 

It passed in the negative~yeas 9, nays 15, as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bradford,Cabot, Edwards, Ellsworth, 
Frelinghuysen, King, Mitchell, Rutherfurd, and Strong, 

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Foster, Haw- 
kina, Jackson, Izard, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Mor- 
ris, Potts, Robinson, Ross, and Vining. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Potts, BERR, and KING, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Jose Roiz Silva,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to Messrs. Ports, KING, and LANGDON, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

Agreeably to notice given yesterday, Mr. FOSTER, 
obtained leave to bring in a Dill relative to the 
cousting trade, as it respects vessels passing between 
Long Island, in the State of New York, and the 
State of Rhode Island. The bill was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to prevent depredations on the Indians South 
of the river Ohio. 

On motion to postpone the consideration of this 
bill, it passed in the negative. 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the bill, 

And, on the passage of the bill to a third read- 
ing, with the following amendinent to the end of 
the bill: “and shall be punished in the same man- 
ner that enlisted soldiers, committing such an act 
or acts, withont or contrary to orders, may be pun- 
ished,” it passed in the affirmative—yeas 11, nays 5, 
as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, King, Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, and 
Vining. 

Nave—Messrs, Bradley, Burr, Jackson, Langdon, 
and Robinson. 


THURSDAY, February 26. 

Mr. Kıxa laid before the Senate a resolution 
authorizing the exportation of arms, cannon, and 
military stores, in certain cases ; which was read. 

Ordered, That it lie until to-morrow for considera- 
tion. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed the 
bill, sent from the Senate for concurrence, entitled 
“An act to continue in force, for a limited time, 
the acts thercin mentioned,” with on amendment ; 


837 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


838 


Ferrcary, 1795.] 


Proceedings. 


[SENATE 


in which they desire the concurrence of the Se- 
nate. They have passed a bill, enritled “ An act 
making further appropriations for the Military 
and Naval Establishmenis, and for the support of 
Government ;” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the House of Representatives 
to the bill, sent from the Senate for concurrence, 
entitled “ An act to continue in force, for a limited 
time, the acts therein mentioned. 

Resolved, That they do concur therein. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act for continuing and regulating the Military Es- 
tablishment of the United States, and for repeal- 
ing sundry acts herctofore passed on that subject,” 
reported amendments. 

Mr. LIVERMORE, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act 
relative to cessions of jurisdiction in places where 
light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers have 
been, or may hereafter be, erected and fixed;” re- 
ported amendments. 

Mr. Ports, frum the committee to whom was 
referred the bill to authorize a grant of lands to 
the French inhabitants of Galliopolis, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned, reported amend- 
ments. 

The bill to regulate the compensation to clerks, 
was read the second time, and, after amending 
the first section, it was rejected. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to punish frauds committed on the Bank of 
the United States, and having agreed to au amend- 
meut, tho bill was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the JIouse of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for 
the more effectual recovery of debts due from in- 
dividuals to the United States,” reported amend- 
ments. 


FRIDAY, February 27. 


The bill to prevent depredations on the Indians 
South of the river Ohio, was read the third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 7, as 
follows : 

Yeas.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, Izard, King, Martin, Potts, Rutherfurd, 
Strong, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messra. Bradley, Brown, 
Langdon, Livermore, and Robinson. 

So it was resolved that this bill pass; that it be 
engrossed: and that the title thercof be “ An act 
to prevent depredations on the Indians South of 
the river Ohio.” 

The amendments reported by the eommitteo to 
whom was referred the bill to authorize a grant 
of lands to the French inhabitants of Galliopolis, 


Burr, Jackson, 


and for other purposes therein mentioned, were 
read and agreed to. 
Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 
The bill to regulate the compensation of clerks 
was read the third time, and was amendcd, by re- 
storing the first section, amended as follows: 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atines of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury, the Se- 
cretary of the Department of State, and the Secretary 
of the Department of War, be authorized to vary, for 
the present year, the compensations heretofore establish- 
ed for clerks in their respective departments, in such 
manner as the services to be performed shall, in their 
judgment, require ; so, however, that no principal clerk 
shall receive more than at the rate of one thousand dol- 
lars per annum, and that the aggregate of compensa- 
tions for the clerks, in either of the said departments, 
shall not, for the said year, exceed the aggregate of tha 
compensations allowed for clerks in the same depart- 
ments for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety fonr; and that an additional compensation, not 
exceeding the rate of two hundred dollars per annum, 
be allowed for onc clerk employed by the Director of 
the Mint, during the present year :” 


On motion, it was agreed to amend the second 
section, by inserting “three hundred dollars” to 
the loan officer in the State of New Jersey, in lieu 
of clerk hire. 

Resolved, That this bill pass; that it be engross- 
ed; and that the title thereof be “ An act to regu- 
late the compensation of clerks.” 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com- 
munication from the Sccretary for the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, with a return of the ex- 
ports of the United States for the year ending 
September the thirtieth, onc thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, which were read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 

The bill to punish frauds committed on the Bank 
of the United States, was read the third time. 

A motion was made by Mr. VINING to amend 
the bill, by striking out these words, “suffer death,” 
and to insert, “shall be adjudged a felon, aud fined 
and imprisoncd at the discretion of the Court;” and, 
after debatc, the bill was postponed until the next 
Congress. 

The consideration of the resolution authorizing 
the exportation of arms, cannon, and military 
stores, in certain cases, was resumed, and being 
amended, by adding these words, “and for public 
purposes only,” it was 

Resolved, That this resolution pass. 

The bill relative to the passing of coasting ves- 
sels between Long Island and Rhode Island, was 
read the sccond time, and, by unanimous consent, 
the rule was dispensed with, and the bill was read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Jackson laid hefore the Senate two Acts 
of the State of Georgia, to wit; “ An act for ap- 
propriating a part of the unlocated territory of the 
State for the payment of the late State troops, and 
for other purposes therein mentioned ;” and “ An 
act supplementary to an act entitled ‘An act for 
appropriating a part of the unlocated territory of 
the State for the payment of the late State troops, 
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and for other purposes therein mentioned,’ declar- 
ing the right of the State to the unappropriated 
territory thereof for the protection and support. of 
the frontiers of the State, and for other purposes.” 

On which he submitted the following motion to 
the consideration of the Senate : 


“ Whereas, one of the Senators of the State of Geor- 
gia has officially Jaid before the Senate “ An act of the 
Legislature of the said State, entitled ‘ An act for ap- 
propriating a part of the unlocated territory of the State 
for payment of the late state troops, and for other pur- 
poses therein mentioned,” and in which the Senators 
and Representatives of the said State ia Congress are 
required to apply, without loss of time, for a treaty to be 
held with such tribes or nations of Indians who may 
claim the right of sale to the territory therein pointed 
out for appropriation as aforesaid : 

t“ Resolved, That the Senate will advise and consent 
to the holding any treaty or treaties which the Presi- 
dent of the United States may think necessary with the 
Creek nation, for the purpose of extinguishment of the 
claims of the said Indians to the lands in the said act of 
the State of Georgia appropriated ; the same being in- 
eluded in a line to be drawn from the head of the 
Oconee to the Oakmulgee river, and from Fort Romu- 
lus, on the Oakmulgce, to the head of St. Mw y's river, 
and the old boundary line between the State of Geor- 
gia and the said Indians: Provided, That the whole 
expense of extinguishing the said claims, and the hold- 
ing the said treaty or treaties, be defrayed and borne 
by the State of Georgia.” 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled An act for the relicf of 
ee Seymour,” was read the third time and 

assed, 

i The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act relative to cessions 
of jurisdiction in places where light-houses, bea- 
cons, buoys, and public piers, have been, or may 
hereafter be, ercoted and fixed;” and, having 
adopted tho amendments reported by the commit- 
tee, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dis- 
penso with the rule, and that this bill be now read 
the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
ments. 

The bill to amend the second section of “ the 
act to erect a light-house on the headland of Cape 
Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Shell Castle 
Island, in the harbor of Ocracock, in the State of 
North Carolina,” was read tho second time and 
amended, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The memorial of Rd. Claiborne was presented 
and read, praying that “a law may pass, author- 
izing the importation of inventions, and allowing 
to original importers a certain privilege in propor- 
tion to that allowed by the patent law to invent- 
ors. 

Ordered, That this memorial lie on the table. 

Ordered, That the bill, sent from the House of 
Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act 
for continuing and regulating the Military Esta- 
blishment of the United States, and for repealing 
sundry acts heretofore passed on that subject,” be 
recommitted. 


The bill, sent from the Mouse of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act making 
further appropriations for the Military and Naval 
Fstahlishments, and for the support of Govern- 
ment,” was read the first time, and, by unanimous 
consent, the rule was dispensed with, and the bill 
was read the second time, and referred to Messrs. 
RUTHERFURD, Jackson, and BRADFORD, to con- 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a bill, 
entitled “ An act supplementary to the act, entitled 
‘An act establishing a Mint, and regulating the 
coins of the United Statcs,’” and the bill, entitled 
“ An act for extending the time relative to draw- 
backs on the csportation of certain military 
stores ;” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The bills last brought from the ITouse of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence were severally read, and 
by unanimous consent, these bills were severally 
read the second time, and referred to Messrs. CA- 
nor, Kina, and Morris, to consider and report 
thercoa to the Senate. 

The Senate tuok into consideration the amend- 
ments reported by the committce to the bill sent 
from the Ifouse of Representatives for concur- 
rence, entitled “ An act making further provision 
for the support of Public Credit, and for the re- 
demption of the Publie Debt.” 

On motion to agree to the following amendment, 
reported by the committee, respecting the subscri- 
bers to a Loan, for which the second seetion pro- 
vides, to wit: 

“Section 2d, strike out, ‘may be reimbursed at any 
time,’ and insert, ‘ shall be reimbursed within twenty 
, years, aud may be reimbursed at any time after the ex- 
' piration of twelve years? ” 


It passed in the affirmative—y: 
as follows: 

Yeras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsw: 
huysen, Hawkins, Izard, King, Langdon, Livermore, 
Mitchell, Morris, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. 

Nars.—Messra, Bradley, Brown, Burr, Edwards, 
Foster, Jackson, Martin, Potts, and Robinson. 

And the other amendments reported by the com- 
mittee being agreed to, the bill was ordered to tho 
third reading. 

The bill to amend the second section of an act 
to erect a light-house on the headland of Cape 
Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Shell Castle 
Island, in the harbor of Ocracock, in the State of 
North Carolina, was considered, and, by unani- 
mous consent, the rule was dispensed with, and 
the bill was read the third time and passed. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a certifi- 
cate signed George Latimer, chairman, purporting 
that WILLIAM BixGuam was, on the 26th instant, 
elected a Senator of the United States for the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, which was read, 
and ordered to lic on file. 


eas 15, nays 9, 


orth, Freling- 


SATURDAY, February 28. 


Henry LATIMER, from the State of Delaware, 
in place of GEorcE Read, resigned, attended, and 
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produced his credentials, which were read; and 
the oalh prescribed by law being administered, he 
took his seat in the Senate. 

Jauks Guns, from Georgia, attended. 

The bill to authorize a graut of lands to the 
French inhabitants of Galliopolis, and for other 
purposes thercin mentioned, was read the third 
time. 

On motion, it was agreed to strike out these 
words, section 3d, “ his heirs or assigns shall not, 
within three ycars from the date of the same pa- 
tent, make, or cause to be made, actual settlement 
on the same tract of land, and the same continue 
for three ycars,” and in lieu thereof insert, “ or his 
heirs shall not personally, within three years, from 
the date of the same patent, settle on the same 
tract of land, and there continue settled, for three 
years next.” 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the last 
mentioned boundary, section Ist, to read, “ thence 
at right angles from each extremity of the said 
line ;” also, that the male inhabitants he numbered, 
from eighteen years and upwards, instead of sev- 
enteen. 

On motion, to amend the bill, so that the survey 
be made at the expense of the grantees, it passed 
in the negative. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 8, as 
follows: 

Yess—Messrs, Bradley, Brown, Burr, Edwards, 
Foster, Gunu, Uawhins, Jachsun, Izard, Langdon, Liv- 
ermore, Martin, Robinson, and Vining. 

Nays. -Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Freling 
huysen, King, Mitchell, Ross, and Strong. 


The following confidential Message was re- 
ceived from the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
Srares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives: 

In my first communication to Congress, during their 
present session, I gave them reason to expect that ‘‘ cer- 
tain circumstances of our intercourse with foreign na- 
tions” would be transmitted to: them. ‘There was, at 
that time, every assurance for believing that some of the 
most important of our foreign affairs would have been 
concluded, and others considerably matured, before they 
shouldrise, But, notwithstanding I have waited until 
this moment, ıt has so happened that, either from causes 
unknown to me, or frum events which could not be con- 
trolled, Tam yet unable to execute my original nten- 
tion. That I may, however, fulfil the expectation given, 
as fur as the actual situation of things will in mny Judg- 
ment permit, I now, in confidence, lay before Congress 
the following general statement, 

Our Ministe: near the French Repubhe has urged 
compensation for the injuries which our commerce has 
sustained from captures by French cruisers, from the non- 
fulfilment of the contracts of the agents of the Republic 
with our citizens, and from the embargo at Bordeaux. 
Ue has also pressed an allowance for the money voted 
by Congress, for relieving the inhabitants of St. Domin- 
go. It affords me the highest pleasure to inform Con- 
gress that perfect harmony reigns between the two 
Republics, and that those claims are in a train of being 
discussed with candor, and of being amicably adjusted. 

Bo much of our relation to Great Britain may depend 


upon the result of our late negotiations in London, that 
until that result shall arrive, T cannot undertake to 
make any communication upon this subject. 

After the negotiation with Spain had been long de- 
pending, unusual and unexpected cmbarrassments were 
raised to interrupt its progress. But the Commissioner 
of His Catholic Majesty, near the United States, having 
deelared to the Secretary of State, that if a particular 
accommodation should be made in the conducting of 
the business, no further delay would ensue, I thought 
proper, under all circumstances, to send to His Catholic 
Majesty an Envoy Extraordinary, specially charged to 
bring to a conclusion the discussions which have been 
formerly announced to Congress. 

The friendship of Her Most Faithful Majesty has been 
manifested in checking the passage of the Algerine cor- 
sars into the Atlantic Ocean. She has also furnished 
occasional convoys to the vessels of the United States, 
even when bound to other ports than her own, We 
may therefore promise ourselves, that as, in the ordi- 
nary course of things, few causes can exist for dissatis- 
faction between the United States and Portugal, so the 
temper with which accidental difficulties will be met 
on cach side, will speedily remove them. 

Between the Exceutive of the United States and the 
Government of the United Netherlands, but little inter- 
course has taken place during the last year. It may be 
acceptable to Congress to learn that our eredit in Hol- 
land is represented as standing upon the most respect- 
able footing. 

Upon the death of the late Emperor of Morocco, an 
agent was despatched to renew, with bis successor, the 
treaty which the United States had made with him. 
The agent unfortunately died, after he had reached 
Jurope, in the prosecution of his mission. But, until, 
lately, ıt was impossible to determine, with any degree 
of probability, who of the competitors for that empire 
would be ultimately fixed in the supreme power. Al- 
though the measures which bave been since adopted, 
for the renewal of the treaty, have been obstructed by 
the disturbed situation of Amsterdam, there are good 
grounds for presuming, as yet, upun the pacific dispo- 
sition of the Emperor in fact, towards the United 
States, and that the past miscarriage will be shortly 
remedied. 

Congress are already acquainted with the failure of 
the Loan, attempted in Holland, for the relief of our un- 
happy fellow-citizens in Algiers. This subject, than 
whicn none deserves a more affectionate zeal. has con- 
stantly commanded my best exertions. I am happy, 
therefore, in being able to say, that, from the last au- 
thentic accounts, the Dey was disposed to treat for a 
peace and ransom, and that both would, in all proba- 
bility, have been accomplished, had we not been disap- 
puinted in the means. Nothing which depends upon 
the Executive shall be left undone, fur carrying into 
immediate effect the supplementary act of Congress. 

G, WASHINGTON. 

Univep Srates, February 28, 1795. 

The Message was read, and ordered to lie for con- 
sideration, ; 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act making further 
provision for the support of Public Credit, and for 
the redemption of the Public Debt,” was read the 
third time. 

On motion, by Mr. Burr, to strike out the 
amendment agreed to yesterday, to wit: section 
2d, strike ont ‘may be reimbursed at any time,” 
and insert “shall be reimbursed within twenty 
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years, and may be reimbursed at any time after 
the expiration of twelve years,” it passed in the 
negative. 

On motion, to insert the following section after 
the 5th, to wit: ; 


“ De it further enacted, That a Loan be opened at 
the Treasury to the full amount of the outstanding and 
unbarred new emission bills of eredit, the suma which 
shall be subscribed to be payable in the principal and 
intcrest of such bille, computing the interest thereon to 
the first day of January next, and that the anbscriber or 
subscribers shall be entitled to receive therefor a certifi- 
eate for the amount of the principal sum so subscribed 
and paid, bearing an interest of five per centum per 
annum from the first day of January next, payable 
quarter yearly at the Treasury, and redeemable at the 
pleasure of the United States, by the payment of the 
sum specified therein, and containing a stipulation that 
the United States will redeem the same before the ex- 
piration of thirty years from the passing of this act, and 
also to another certificate fur the amount of the interest 
ou the sum so subscribed, computing the same to the 
first of January next, bearing an interest of three per 
centum per annum from the first day of January next, 
payable quarter yearly at the Treasury, and redeema- 
ble at the pleasure of the United States, by the pay- 
ment of the sum specified therein :” 


It passed in the negative. 
On motion, by Mr. Burr, to add the following 
proviso to the 11th section, to wit: 


“ Provided nevertheless, That, whenever the six per- 
cent. stock shall be under par, it shall be the duty of 
the Commissioners of the Baking Fund to lay out, in 
the purchase of the said stock, the money applicable to 
the payment of the said two per cent. of principal, or 
so much thereof as can be laid out in the purchase 
thereof, at a rate under par :” 


It passed in the negative. 


On motion, by Mr, Burr, to expunge the last 
section of the bill, to wit: 


“Seo, 20. And be it further enacted, That ao much 
of the act laying duties upon carriages for the convey- 
auce of persons, and of the act laying duties on licenses 
for selling wines and forcign distilled spirituous liquors 


by retail, and of the act laying certain duties upon snuff 


and refined sugar, and of the act laying duties on pro- 
perty sold at auction, as limits the duration of the said 
several acts, be, and the same are hereby, repealed; 
and that all the said several acts be, and the same are 
hereby, continued in force until the first day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and one:” 

Tt passed in the negative. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 21, 
nays 1, as follows: 

Yras.—Mesers. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Burr, Ca- 
bot, Ellsworth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Hawkins, 
Izard, King, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Mitchell, Ro- 
binson, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. 

Mr. Jackson voted in the negative. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
ment. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to alter and amend the act 


entitled‘ An act laying certain duties upon snuff 


and refined sugar; ” in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act for the more effect- 
ual recovery of debts due from individuals to the 
United States;” and having agreed to sundry 
amendments reported by the committee, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading, 
as amended. 

Mr. Freuiscnuysex, from the committee to 
whom was recommitted the Dill, sent from the 
House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled 
“An act for continuing and regulating the Mili- 
tary Establishment of the United States, and for 
repealing sundry acts heretofore passed on that sub- 


ject,” reported further amendments, which were 


considered and agreed to, and the bill amended ac- 
cordingly. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to alter and 
amend the act entitled ‘An act laying certain du- 
tics upon snuff and refined sugar,’” was read the 
first time, and, by unanimous consent, the rule was 
dispensed with, and the bill was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Canor, ELLSWORTH, 
and Izarn, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. . 


Monpay, March 2. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An 
act making further provision for the support of 
Public Credit, and for the redemption of the Pub- 
lic Debt,” with an amendment, in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate procecded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to their 
amendment of the bill last mentioned; and, 

Resolved, That they disagree to the said amend- 
ment. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate recede from their 
amendment to the said bill. 

Mr, Kine, from the committee appointed to take 
jnto consideration certain laws of the State of 
Gcorgia, referred to in the Message of the Presi- 
pent or tae Unirep Svates, of the 25th of 
February last, reported a resolution, which was 
read, as follows: 


Resolued, That the President of the United States 
be, and hereby is, requested to give directions to the 
Attorney General to collect, digest, aud report lo the 
Sennte, the charters, treaties, and other documents, re- 
lative to, and explanatory of, the title to the land situate 
in the Southweslemn parts of the United States, and 
claimed by certain companies under a law of the State 
of Georgia, passed the seventh day of January Jast, 
namely : a tract of land claimed by James Gunn, Mat- 
thew M’Allister, and George Walker, and their asso- 
ciates ; also, a tract of land claimed hy Nicholas Long, 
Thomas Glasscock, Ambrose Gordon, and Thomas 
Cumming, and their associates; also, a tract of land 
claimed by John B. Scott, Johu O. Nightingale, and 
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Wade Lampton, and their associates ; and also, a tract 
of land claimed by Zachariah Cox and Mathias Maher, 
and their associates.” 


Ordered, That the report lie for consideration. 

The bill sent from the Honse of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the more 
effectual recovery of debts duc from individuals to 
the United States,” was read the third time. On 
motion, that the further consideration of this bill 
be postponed until the next Congress, it passed in 
negative. 

On motion to expunge the 4th section of the bill, 
as follows: 

“ And be it further enacted, That in all cases where 
the final decision of the Comptroller sual] be against the 
claimant, it shall and may be lawful for him at any 


Lime thereafter, within six months from such decision, ! 


to appeal to the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, andthe Attorney General for the time heing, 
whe are hereby authorized and required to hear such 
claimant on such suspended claims, and fully to deter- 
mire the same upon the principles of equity and justice ; 
which determination shall be final and conclusive to all 
concerned :” 


It passed in the negative. 

On motion to add the following sections to the 
bill: x 

“ And be it further enacted, That in all cases of a de- 
cision by the Comptroller in favor of the United States, 
where the party against whom such decision is had 
shall nut appeal agreeably to the provisions of the fourth 
section of this act, and in all cases of an appeal, and a 
decision in favor of the United States, it shall be the 
duty of the Comptroller to direct the Attorney of the 
United States to bring suit in the proper court for the 
recovery of the balance thus awarded to be due to the 
United States. And the Attorney of the United States, 
at the time of issuing such process, shall tile with the 
clerk a declaration, or short note, expressing the cause 
of action, a copy of which declaration, or short note, 
certified by the clerk, shall be sent with the writ, and 
the copy of the declaration, or short note, being served 
on the defendant or defendants, or left al the last place 
of abode, twenty days before the return of the writ, it 
shall and may be lawful for the courts respectively, 
and they are hereby authorized and required to cause 
such defendanl, or defendants to plead to !ssue, and shall 
proceed to trial or judgment the first court, and shall 
not allow any imparlance, unless when evidence is 
wanted, without which the defendant or defendants 
cannot safely go to trial, which fact, as also a reason- 
able endeavor to obtain such evidence, shall be made 
appear tu the satisfaction of the court by affidavit of 
the party, or the testimony of some indifferent witness ; 
and when the writ and declaration, or writ and short 
note, are nut served in time, it shall be lawful for the 
court to grant one imparlance and no movre, uuless evi- 
dence is wanted as above. 

“And be it further enacted, That iu all suits to be 
founded on the decision of the Comptroller, or on a de- 
cision after appeal therefrom, as hereinbefore provided, 
the certificate of the Comptroller, or, in case of appeal, 
the certificate of the Secretary of State, of the decision, 
shall be legal evidence to establish the claim of the 
United States, and shall preclude all evidence of facts 
of an earlier date than the said decision :” 


It passed in the negative. 
On motion, it was agreed to reconsider the vote 


REE 
s 


on the 4th section, and that it be amendcd to read 
thus: 

“ And be it further enacted, That in all cases where 
the final decision of the Comptroller shall be against 
the complainant, such deterimination shall be final and 
conclusive to all concerned.” 

On the question shall this bill pass as amended? 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 
6, as follows: 

Yuas.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Foster, Frelinghuysen, 
Gunn, Jackson, Izard, Martin, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, 
Robinson, Rutherturd, Strong, and Vining. 

Nays—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, King, 
Langdon, and Livermore. 

So it was resolved that this bill pass with the 
amendments. 

Mr. Porrs reported from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Jose Roiz Silva.” Wherc- 
upon, 

Resolved, That this bill do not pass. 

Mr. Rerunrrcrp, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act 
for the more general promulgation of the laws of 
the United States,” reported amendments, which 
were read and adopted, and the bill was amended 
accordingly. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
inforincd the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to the act, en- 
titled ‘An act to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes,’” in which they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The Puusiounr Jaid before the Senate a Report 
from the Scerctary for the Department of War, 
communicated by order of the PRESIDENT oF THE 
Unirep Sratzs, Jctters and documents received 
from Major Gencral Wayne, and from James Sea- 
grove, agent for Indian affairs for the Creek Na- 
tion, which were read, and ordered to lie for con- 
sideration. 

The Pruswent also laid before the Senate state- 
ments of such claims to invalid pensions as have 
been received and examined, from the 21st to the 
28th of February lasi. 

Ordered, That they lie for consideration. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the act entilled ‘An act to regulate 
trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, ” was 
read the first time, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

Mr. Kıxc, from the committee appointed to take 
into consideration certain laws of the State of 
Georgia, referred to in the Message of the Presi- 
pent or THe Untrep Stares of the 25th of Pe- 
bruary last, reported a bill authorizing the pur- 
chase of Indian goods, which was read, and, by 
unanimous consent, it was read the second and 
third times. 

Ordered, That the question on the passage of this 
bill be postponed. 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 
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referred the bill, sent from the House of Represen- 
tatives for concurrence, entitled “An act to alter 
and amend the act, entitled ‘ An act laying certain 
duties upon snuff and refined sugar,’” reported 
amendments, which were read. 

On motion, to postpone the further consideration 
of this bill until the next Congress, it passed in the 
nogative; and the amendments reported by the 
committee being agreed to, the bill was ordered to 
a third reading. A 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for continuing 
and regulating the Military Establishment of the 
United States, and for repealing sundry acts herc- 
tofore passed on that subject,” was read the third 
time, 
` On motion, it was agreed to amend the &th sec 
tion, by adding after “rations,” the following 
words: “or the value thereof, at the contract 
price, where the same shall become due, and if, at 
such post, supplies are not furnished by contract, 
then such allowance as shall be deemed equitable, 
having reference to former contracts, and the posi- 
tion of the place in question.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
ments. 

The following Messages were received from the 
Presipent or THE UNITED States: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : © 

It appears, from information which I have lately re- 
ceived, that it may be probably necessary to the more 
successful conduct of our affairs on the coast of Bar- 
bary, that one Consul should reside in Morocco, an- 
other in Algiers, and a third in Tunis or Tripoli. As 
no appointment for these offices will be accepted with- 
out some emolument annexed, I submit to the consider- 
ation of Congress whether it may not be advisable to 
authorize a stipend to be allowed to two Consuls for 
that coast in nddition to the one already existing. 

Q. WASHINGTON, 

Unen Srares, March 2, 1795. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of lepresentatives : 

I transmit to you copies of a Letter from the Gover- 
nor of the State of Delaware, and of an Act enclosed, 
“declaring the assent of that State to an amendment, 
therein mentioned, to the Constitution of the United 


States,” G. WASHINGTON. 
Uniten Sratus, March 2, 1795. 


The Messages and papers were read, and ordered 
to lic for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the resolution, sent from the Senate for concur- 
rence, “authorizing the exportation of arms, can- 
non, and military stores, in certain cases,” with 
amendments, in which they desire the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the reso- 
lution last mentioned; and disagreed thereto. 

The Presipest laid before the Senate a letter 
from Samuel Meredith, Treasurer of the United 
States, with his accounts to 31st December last; 
which was read. 


Ordered, That the letter and accounts lie for con- 
sideration. 

The Presiwent laid before the Senate a Return 
from the Secretary for the Department of War of 
claims for invalid pensions, made on the 28th of 
February last. 

Ordered, That it lie for consideration. 

The Senate procecded to the consideration of the 
amendments reported by the committee to whom 
was referred the bill sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the 
more general promulgation of the laws of the Uni- 
ted States,” which were adopted, and the bil 
amended accordingly. 

Ordered, That this bil] pass to a third reading. 

Mr. Ruturrrenn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act 
making further appropriations for the Military and 
Naval Establishments, and for the support of Go- 
vernment,” reported amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act making provision for the 
purposes of treaty and of trade with the Indians,” 
in which they desire the concurrence of the Senate ; 
that the House of Representatives concur in the 
bill, sent from the Scnate, entitled “ An act to re- 
gulate the compensation of clerks,” with an 
amendment, in which they desire the concurrence 
of the Senate; and that the House of Representa- 
lives have passed a bill, entitled ‘An act autho- 
rizing and directing the Secretary of War to placo 
certain persons named therein on tho pension list Ae 
in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate, 

The bill last brought from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence was read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. Caso, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Represen- 
tatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act supple- 
mentary to the act, entitled ‘An act establishing a 
Mint and regulating the coins of the United States,’” 
reported amendments. 


Mowpay [venina, March 2. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the Ilouse of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act to regulate the compensation of 
clerks ;” and 

Resolved, That the Senate concur therein. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House adhere to 
their amendments to the resolution, authorizing 
the exportation of arms, cannon, and military 
stores, in certain cases; and they have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act laying duties on carriages for 
the conveyance of persons, and repealing the for- 
mer act for that purpose,” in which they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported by the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
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sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act mak- 
ing further appropriations for the Military and 
Naval Establishments, and for the support of Go- 
vernment,” which were in part adopted. On mo- 
tion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dis- 
pense with the rule, and that this bill be now read 
the third time, 

Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
ments, 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying duties on 
carriages for the couveyance of persons, and repeal- 
ing the former act for that purpose,” was read the 
first tirne, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion, it was agreed, hy unanimous con- 
sent, to dispense with the rule, and that the bill, 
sent from the House of Representatives for con- 
currence, entitled “An act to alter and amend the 
act, entitled ‘An act laying certain duties upon 
snuff and refined sugar’ ” be now read the third 
tiine. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with tho amend- 
ments. 

On motion to agree, by unanimous consent, to 
dispense with the rule, and that tho bill sent from 
the House of Representatives for concurrence, en- 
titled “An act laying duties on carriages for the 
conveyance of persons, and repealing the former 
act for that purpose,” be now read the second time, 
it passed in the negative—yeas 16, nays 6, as 
follows: 

Yxas.—Measrs, Bradford, Cabot, Edwards, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Frelinghuysen, Izard, King, Latimer, Martin, 
Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. 

Nays—Mceasrs, Bradley, Burr, Gunn, Jackson, Li- 
vermore, and Ross. 

So the consent not being unanimous, the ques- 
tion was lost. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the second read- 
ing. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
amendments adhered to by the House of Represen- 
tatives, to the resolution authorizing the exportation 
of arms, cannon, and military stores, in certain 
cases; which are as follows: 

Line ist, strike out “resolved,” and insert, “ be 
it enacted.” Strike out the proviso. In the title, 
strike out, “resolution,” and insert “an act.” And 
on the question being put severally on the amend- 
ments, 

Resolved, That the Senate recede therefrom. 

. On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, 
to dispense with the rule, and that the bill, sent 
from the House of Representatives for concurrence, 
entitled “ An act for the more general promulgation 
of the laws of the United States,” be now read the 
third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments, 

The following bill being read the first time, on 
motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to 
dispense with the rule, and that the bill, sent from 
the House of Representatives for concurrence, en- 
titled “An act making provision for the purposes 
of treaty and of trade with the Indians,” be now 
read the second time. 

A motion was made, by Mr. Jacksox, and se- 


conded by Mr. BRADLEY, to strike out, after the 
word “Ohia,” to the end of the bill, and insert : 


“To certain lands in the State of Georgia, lying be- 
tween the Oconee and Oakmulgee rivers, included with- 
ina line to be drawn from the head of the former to the 
head of the latter river , as also to certain lands in the 
said State, included within a line to be drawn from a 
place named Fort Romulus, on the said river Oakmul- 
gee, in a direct course, to the head of the river St. 
Mary's, the same being the lands formerly known as, 
and included within, the county of Talassee, in the said 
State, and which county was given up to the Creek 
nation by the treaty of New York:” 

It passed in the negative. 

On motion, it was agreed to strike out, after the 
word “assembled,” in the first section, to the word 
“enacted,” inclusive, in the second section; also, 
to amend the title, by expunging the words “ treaty 
and of” therefrom. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass to the third 
reading, as amended? it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 18, nays 3, as follows: 

‘Yras.—Messrs, Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Burr, Ca- 
bot, Ellsworth, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Izard, King, Lati- 
mer, Livermore, Mitchell, Potts, Ross Rutherfurd, 
Strong, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Hawkins, Langdon, and Martin. 

Mr. Jackson declined voting on the question. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading, 
as amended. i 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the PRESIDENT 
or tHe UNITED States to obtain a cession of 
claim to certain territory ;” in which they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and ordered to a second reading, 

On motion to dispense with the rule, and to 
agree, by unanimous consent, that this bill be now 
read the second time, it passed in the negative, 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, 
to dispense with the rule, and that the bill, sent 
from the House of Representatives for concurrence, 
entitled “ An act supplementary to the act, entitled 
‘An act establishing a Mint, and regulating the 
Coins of the United States, ” be now read the third 
time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
ments. 

On motion, that the bill sent from the House of 
Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act 
authorizing and directing the Secretary of War to 
place certain persons, named therein, on the pen- 
sion list,” be now read the second time, by unani- 
mous consent, it was objected to, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


Tuespay, March 3. 


Mr. CABOT reported, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act for extending the time relative to drawbacks 
on the exportation of certain military stores,” 
Whereupon, 


851 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 852 


Senare.] Proceedings. [Maxcy, 1795. 


Resolved, That this bill do not pass. 

The memorial of the merchants in the district 
of Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, was 
presented and read, praying for an explanatory 
amendment of the law, entitled “ An act to provide 
more effectually for the collection of the duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, und on the tonnage of ships or ves- 
gels,” in regard to the vessels bound to Providence 
coming to anchor and remaining longer than 
twenty-four hours, in the harbor and district of 
Newport. 

Ordered, That the memorial lie on the table. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying duties on 
carriages for the conveyance of persons, and repeal- 
ing the former act for that purpose,” was read the 
second tune and amended, by striking out the 13th 
section of the bill, as follows: ' 


“ And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States, and he ishereby 
empowered to make such allowances for compensation 
to the officers of inspection employed in the collection 
of the duties aforesaid, and for incidental expenses, as 
he shall judge reasonable, not exceeding in the whole 
five per ceutum of the total amount of the said duties 
collected.” 


the bill sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act authorizing and di- 
recting the Secretary of War to place certain per- 
sons named therein on the pension list.” 

Resolved, That the further consideration of this 
bill be postponed until the next Congress. l 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act supplementary 
to the act, entitled ‘An act to regulate trade and 
intercourse with the Indian tribes,” was read the 
second time. 

On motion to strike out the following words, 
section 1st, line 4th to 6th, “ unless it shall be in con- 
tinuation of a pursuit, (not approaching nearer than 
five miles to any Indian town) of the particular 
Indians who shall have recently committed murder, 
or may be carrying off captives,” it passed in the 
negative. 

On motion to dispense with the rule by unani- 
mous consent,and that the bill be now read the 
third time, it was objected to by Mr. Jackson. 

The bill authorizing the purchase of Indian goods 
having been read the third time, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until the next 
Congress. 

Resolved, That the bill making an extra allow- 
ance to certain clerks in the public offices, and to 
On motion, it was agreed to amend the 14th me iowa A e A certain deceased elerks, 
section of the bill, by inserting, in line 5th, after Aie Bal s ee e vey sae er , 
the word “ notwithstanding,” these words: “ but f aS a sent frómi ae a of ecient 
the revenuo to arise from the duty on carriages for Px fongurrenees a u act tontut e 
the conveyance of persons shall remain charged Sane al tax Uniten States to o Sake 
with the same appropriations as if this act had not cegsion of claim to certain territory,” was ren me 
passed.” second time, P 

On motion to dispenso with the rule, and that On a eal by Mr. Burr, to amend the bill, to 
this bill be now read a third time by unanimous be read as follows: 
consent, it was not agreed to. 

The Senate resumed tho consideration of the 
resolution, reported yesterday, relative to the title 
to certain landy situate in the Southwestern parts 
of the United States. 

On motion, by Mr, Jackson, to strike out all the 
resolution ufter the words “Southwestern parts of 
the United States,” in the 8th and 9th lines, it 
passed in the negative. 

On wotiou, by Mr. Burr, to amend the resolu- 
tion, by atrikiug out all the words after the words 
“explanatory of,” line 6th, and inserting “ the ex- 
tent und boundaries of the State of Georgia, and 
the title of the said State to the Jands by them sold 
or claimed,” it passed in the negative. 

On motion, to agree to the resolution, it was de- 
termined in the alfirmative—yeay 19, nays 2, as 
follows: 


Yras—Mesars. Bradford, Brown, Burr, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Gunn, Hawkins, Izard, King, Latimer, Liver- 
more, Martin, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Robinson, Ruther- 
furd, Strong, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Frelinghuysen and Jackson. 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to obtain, 
by purchase or donation, a relinquishment and cession 
of the whole or any part of the lands claimed by or un- 
der the State of Georgia, and without the ordinary ju- 
risdiction thereof:” 


It passed in the negative. 

On motion, by Mr. Hawxixs, to reconsider the 
amendment last proposed, and to adopt the sume, 
it was agreed to, 

On motion to dispense with the rule by unani- 
mous consent, and that this bill be now read the 
third time, as amended, it was objected to by Mr. 
Jackson. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in the 
resolution of the Senate relative to the title to 
certain land situate in the Southwestern parts of 
the United States, with an amendment to strike 
out “ Senate,” and insert “ next Congress,” in line 
Sth, in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider tho amend- 
ment of tha House of Representatives to the last 
mentioned resolution; and concurred therein. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
authorized and directed to pay to James Mathers, 


Tho bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making provision 
for the purposes of a treaty and of trade with the 
Indians,” was read the third timo. 

Resolved, That this bill pass as amended. 

The Seuale proceeded to the second reading of 
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Doorkeeper to the Senate, out of any moneys ap- 
propriated to defray the contingent expenses of the 
Senate, one hundred and fifty dollars, for extra 
services. ‘ 

On motion to dispense with the rule by unani- 
mous consent, and that the bill, sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act laying duties on carriages for the conveyance of 
persons, and repealing the former act for that pur- 
pose,” be now read the third time; it was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. Burs laid before the Senate a motion, as fol- 
lows: 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That the 
following article be proposed to the Legislatures of the 


several States, as an amendment to the Constitution of | 


the United States, which, when ratified by three-fourths 
of tbe said Legislatures, shall be valid as part of the 
said Constitution, to wit: 

“That the term for which the members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the next Congress are 
or shall be chosen shall expire on the first day of June 
next following the third day of March, on which it 
would have expired if this amendment to the Consti- 
tution had not been adopted.” 


Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 


Tuespay Evenine, March 3. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House having finished 
the business of the session, are about to ad- 


journ. 


Ordered, That Messrs. Izarn and Morais be a 
committee, jointly, with such committee as the 
House of Representatives may appoint on their 
part, to wait on the PRESIDENT of THE UNITED 
Srargs, and inform him that Congress is ready to 
adjourn without day, unless he may have any fur- 
ther communications to make. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives therewith, and desire the ap- 
pointment of a committee on their part. 

A message from the louse of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have appoint- 
ed a joint committee on their part to wait on the 
PRESIDENT oF THE Unrrep Strares, and inform 
him that Congress is ready to adjourn. 

Mr. Izarn reported, from the joint committee, 
that they had waited on the PRESIDENT oF THE 
Unirep States, who informed them that he had no 
farther communications to make to Congress dur- 
ing this session. Whereupon, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate adjourn without 
day. 


EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 


THE TENTH SESSION OF THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATIS, CONVENED ON | 
MONDAY, JUNE 8, 1795. 


Monpay, June 8, 1795. 


Pursuant to a call from the PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES, in a Circular addressed to the 
several Senators, informing each that “certain 
maters touching the public good required that 
the Senate should be convened on the above day, 
at the Senate Chamber, in Philadelphia, then and 
there lo receive and deliberate on such communi- 
cations as he shall then make to them:” the 
Senate assembled accordingly. 


PRESENT: 


Joun Apams, Vice President of the United 
States and President of the Senate. 

From New Hampshire-—Joux Lancpon and 
SAMUEL LIVERMORE. 

From Massachusetts—-Caten Strone and 
Georce CABOT. 

Erom Vermont.—Moses Roninson. 

from Connecticut —Ouver Exuswortu and 
JonaTHAN TRUMBULL. 

From Rhode Jelund.—Tnzopore Foster and 
Wituiam BRADFORD. 

From New York—Rurus Kine and Aaron 
Burr. 


From New Jersey.—Joun RUTHERFURD. 

From Pennsylvania.—James Ross and WILLIAM 
Binenam. 

From Delaware.—Henry LATIMER. 

From Maryland.—Ricnarp Potts. 

From Virginia—Henravy TazeweLL and Sre- 
PHENS THomson Mason. 

From Kentuchy.—Joun Brown and Humpurey 
MarsHatt. z 

From North Carolina.—AusxanpeR MARTIN 
and Timoruy BLOODWORTH. 

From South Carolina.—Jacor READ. 

From Qeorgiu.—James JACKSON. 


Ordered, That Mr. Srrone and Mr. V.ananon be 
a committee to wait on the PRESIDENT or mire UNI- 
TED Srares, and notify him that a quorum of the 
Senate is assembled, and ready to receive any com- 
munications he may be pleased to make. 

Mr. Srrone reported, from the committee, that 
they had waited on the PRESIDENT or tHe UNITED 
Srares, and that he informed them he would 
make some communications to the Senate imime- 
diately. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or tue Unirep Srarss: 


855 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


856 


Senate. ] 


Proceedings. 


[June, 1795. 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 


In pursuance of my nomination of John Jay as En- 
voy Extraordinary to His Britannic Majesty, on the 
16th day of April, 1794, and of the advice and consent 
of the Senate thereto, on the 19th, a negotiation was 
opened in London. On the 7th of March, 1795, the 
Treaty resulting therefrom was delivered to the Secre- 
tary of State. I now transmit to the Senate that Trea- 
ty, and other documents connected with it. They will, 
therefore, in their wisdom, decide whether they will 
advise and consent that the said Treaty be made be- 
tween the United States and His Britannic Majesty. 

G. WASHINGTON, 

Unitep STATES, June 8, 1795. . 

The Message, Treaty, and other documents re- 
ferred to in the Message, were, in part, read, and 
the further reading thercreof postponed. 

Ordered, That the Senators be under an injunc- 
tion of secrecy on the communications this day re- 
ceived from the PRESIDENT or Tur UNITED STATES, 
until the further order of the Senate. 

Ordered, That the Secretary procure, printed 
under an injunction of secrecy, thirty-one copies 
only, of the Treaty referred to in the Message of 
the PRESIDENT oF THR UNITED STATES, of this 
day, for the use of the Senate. 


Turspay, June 9. 


Prerce Burer, from the State of South Caro- 
lina, and Freperick Freiincnuysen, from the 
State of New Jersey, severally attended. 

James Gunn, from the State of Georgia, pro- 
duced his credentials, and, the usual oath being 
administered, took his seat in the Senate. 

Ordered, That thero be printed two additional 
copies of the Treaty referred to in the Message of 
the PRESIDENT OF TUE UNITED States of the 8th 
instant. 

The papers referred to in the said Message were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 


Wenpnespay, June 10. 
The Senate assembled—present as yesterday, 
and, after deliberation, adjourned to cleven o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, June 11. 


The Senate assembled—prescnt as yesterday. 

The Treaty referred to in the Message of the 8th 
instant was read and considered. 

Ordered, ‘That the further consideration thereof 
he postponed until to-morrow. 


Fripay, June 12. 

Joun Henry, from the State of Maryland, pro- 
duced his credentials, and the usual oath being ad- 
ministered, he took his seat in the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Treaty communicated from the PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED States, in his Message of the 8th 
instant. 

A motion was made that the said Treaty be pub- 
lished. 


And, on motion, it was agreed to modify the 
motion as follows: 


“ Ordered, That so much of the resolution of the 8th 
instant as enjoins secrecy upon the Senators with re- 
spect to the communications on that day received from 
the President, be rescinded :” 


And on the question to agree to the motion thus 
modified, a motion was made for, and the yeas and 
nays were agreed to; and, after deliberation, it 
was agreed to postpone this question until to- 
morrow. 

On motion to adjourn, it passed in the negative; 
and, after debate, tho further consideration of the 
Treaty above mentioned was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

The following Messages were received from the 
PRESIDENT or ‘tue UNITED STATES : 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 


I nominate the following persons to fill the oftices 
annexed to their respective names, some of which have 
been appointed during the recess of the Senate : 

John Kelty, of Maryland, to be Supervisor of the 
Revenue for the District of Maryland, vice George 
Gale, resigned. 

James Simons, of South Carolina, to be Naval Off- 
cer for the port of Charleston, vice Isaac Motte, de- 
ceased. 

William Simmons, of Pennsylvania, to be Account- 
ant for the Department of War, vice Joseph Howell, 
resigned, 

Pierre Eric Skoldibrand, jr., to be Consul of the Uni- 
ted States for the port of Algiers, and for such other 
places as shall be nearer to the said port than to the 
residence of any other Consul or Vice Consul of the 
United States within the same allegiance. 

Joseph Donaldson, jr, to be Consul of the United 
States for the ports of Tripoli and Tunis, and for such 
other places as shall be nearer to the said ports than to 
the residence of any other Consul or Vice Consul of 
the United States within the same allegiance. 

Jobn Overton, to be Inspector of the Revenue for the 
Distrigt of Tennessee, in the Territory of the United 
States Southwest of the river Ohio, 

George Phillips, of Connecticut, to be Collector for 
the District of Middletown. 

Waterman Thomas, of Massachusetts, to be Collec 
tor for the District of Waldoborough, and Inspector of 
the Revenue for the port of Waldoborough. 

Thomas Vose, of Massachusetts, to be surveyor for 
the port of Thomaston, and Inspector of the Revenue 
for the same. 

William Tuck, of Massachusetts, to be Collector for 
the District of Gloucester, vice Eppes Sargent, resigned. 

Henry Malcomb, of New York, to be Collector for 
the District, of Hudeon. 

Richard Dickinson, of Connecticut, to be Surveyor 
for the port of Saybrook, and Inspector of the Revenue 
for the same. 

William Adams, of Connecticut, to be Surveyor for 
the port of Hartford, and Inspector of the Revenue for 
the same. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unrrup States, June 12, 1795. 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 


On the twenty-ninth day of December, 1794, the 
following nominations for promotions were laid before 
the Senate : 
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First Sub-Legion. 

Bernard Gaines, Captain, 80th June, 1794, vice Ker- 
sey, promoted. 

Bartholomew Shomberg, Captain, 80th June, 1794, 
vice Hartshorne, killed. 

John Wade, Captain, Ist July, 1794, vice Peters, 
promoted. 

Ross Bird, Captain, 6th July, 1794, vice Jeffers, 
resigned. ` 
; And on the 25th day of February, 1795, the follow- 
ing: 

Ferdinand Leigh Claiborne, Lieutenant, 30th June, 
1794, vice Gaines, promoted. 

John Breck, Lieutenant, 30th June, 1794, vice Shom- 
berg, promoted, 

Edmund Taylor, Lieutenant, 1st July, 1794, vice 
Wade, promoted. 

Elijah Strong, Lieutenant, 6th July, 1794, vice Bird, 
promoted. 

Rezin Webster, Lieutenant, 11th July, 1794, vice 
Montford, resigned. 

It has since appeared that the resignation of Captain 
Clay had escaped notice at the War Office, which, 1en- 


dering the above arrangement incorrect, the issuing of 


commissions to those officers has been suspended. 

To rectify that arrangement, and to fill some vacan- 
cies, I now make the following nominations of persons 
to offices in the Army of the United States : 


First Sub-Legion. 


Bernard Gaines, Captain, Ist April, 1794, vice Clay, 
resigucd. 

Bartholomew Shomberg, Captain, 30th June, 1794, 
vice Kersey, promoted. 

Joln Wade, Captain, 30th June, 1794, vice Harts- 
horne, killed. 

Ross Bird, Captain, 1st July, 1794, vice Peters, pro- 
moted. 

Hastings Marks, Captain, 6th July, 1794, vice Jeffers, 
resigned. 

Ferdinand Leigh Claiborne, Lieutenant, lst April, 
1794, vice Gaines, promoted. 

John Breck, Lieutenant, 30th June, vice Shomberg, 
promoted. 

Edmund Taylor, Lieutenant, 30th June, 1794, vice 
Wade, promoted. 

Flijab Strong, Lieutenant, 1st July, 1794, vice Bird, 
promoted. 

Rezin Webster, Lieutenant, 6th July, vice Marks, 
promoted. 


Cavalry. 
Paul McDermot, Cornet, vice Torrey, killed, to rank 
from lat May, 1795. 
James V. Ball, Cornet, vice Posey, promoted, to rank 
from 1st May, 1795. 


Corps of Artillerists and Engineers, 


Peter A Dransy, Lieutenant, vice Hutchins, resigned, 
to rank from 10th April, 1795. 


Second Sub-Legion. 

William Marts, Captain, 20th April, 1795, vice An- 

drews, resigned. 
Ensigns. 

George Salmon, vice Butler, promoted, to rank from 
lst May, 1795. 

William Scott, vice Claiborne, promoted to rank 
from 1st May, 1796. 


John Callender, vice Breck, promoted, to rank from 
lst May, 1795. 

Merriwether Lewis, vice McLean, promoted, to rank 
from Ist May, 1795. 

G. WASHINGTON, 

UNITED States, June 12, 1795. 

The Messages and papers were read, and ordered 
to lic for consideration. 


SATURDAY, June 13. 


Ernan Parnes, from the State of Vermont, pro- 
duced his credentials, and the usual oath being ad- 
ministered, he took his seat in the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the nomination 
of John Kelty and others, made by the Present 
or THE Uxirep Statzs, in his Message of the 12th 
instant; and 

Resolved, That they advise and consent to the 
appointments, agreeably to the respective nomina- 
tions. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the military 
nominations contained in the other Message of the 
Presipent or Tun Untrep States, of the 12th in- 
stant; and 

Resolved, That they advise and consent to the 
appointments, agreeably to the respective nomina- 
tions. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay these resolutions, 
respectively, before the Present or tor UsitEp 
Srartts. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Treaty communicated by the PRESIDENT OF TIE 
Unitep States, with his Message of the 8th in- 
stanl, and the motion yesterday made thereon, to 
wit: 

That so much of the resolution of the 8th in- 
stant as enjoins secrecy upon the Senators, with 
respect to the communicatious on that day received 
from the Presipenr, be rescinded. 

And the question being taken, if passed in the 
negative—yeas 9, nays 20, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackson, Langdon, Mason, Robinson, and Tazewell. 

Nays—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Guon, Henry, King, 
Latimer, Livermore, Marshall, Martin, Paine, Potts, 
Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong and Trumbull, 


And, after progress in the consideration of the 
Treaty, the Senate adjourned. 


Monpay, June 15. 


Joun Visine, from the State of Delaware, at- 
tended. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Treaty, communicated by the PRESIDENT or THE 
Unirep States, with his Message of the 8th in- 
stant; and, after progress, the Senate adjourned. 


TUESDAY, June 16. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Treaty communicated by the Prestpenr OF THE 
Unrrep Staves, with his Message of the 8th in- 
stant; and, 
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sage of the PRESIDENT or THE Uniren STATES, of 
the 8th instant. 

The Vice Present laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
State, by order of the Presipent or Tue UNITED 
Srarss, with the following documents requested 
yesterday : 

Three volumes of the reports of Mr. Jay, while 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 


On motion, it was agreed to refor the 12th arti- 
cle to the future discussion of the Senate; and, 
after progress in the consideration of the 18th ar- 
ticle, the Senate adjourned. 


Weonaspay, June 17. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


Treaty, communicated with the Message of the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, of the 8th in- 
stant, and after discussion on the remaining arti- 
cles, a motion was made and seconded, that it be 


Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senate concurring there- 
in,) That they do consent to, and advise the President of 
the United States, to ratify the Treaty of Amity, Com- 
merce, and Navigation, between His Britannic Majesty 
and the United States of America, concluded at London, 
the 19th day of November, 1794, on condition that 
there be added to the said ‘I'reaty an article whereby it 
shall be agreed to suspend the operation of so much of 
the 12th article as respects the trade which his said 
Majesty thereby consents may be carried on between 
the United States and his Islands in the West Indies, 
in the manner, aud un the terma and conditions therein 
specified. 

“And the Senate recommend to the President, to 
proceed, without delay, to further friendly negotiations 
with His Majesty, on the subject of the said trade, and 
of the terms and conditions in question :” 


On motion, it was agreed, that this motion lie for 
consideration, until to-morrow, 


Trrorspay, June 18, 


The Senate assembled ; and, on motion to adjourn 
until Monday next, it passed in the negative—yeas 
10, nays 19, as follows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
J Belen J.angdon, Martin, Mason, Robinson, and Taze- 
well. 

Navs.—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, King, Latimer, 
Livermore, Marshall, Paine, Potts, Read, Rutherfurd, 
Strong, Trumbull, and Vining. 


Whereupon the discussion of the 12th article of 


the Troaty was renewed; and, after debate, the 
Senate adjourned. 


t Fripay, June 19. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the Prrstpent or TOE UNITED 
Svarzs be requested to cause to be laid before the 
Senato the reports of John Jay while in the Office 
of Foreign Affairs, the correspondence between 
the Commander-in-Chief of the American Army 
with Sir Guy Carleton, on the subject of the 7th 
article of the Treaty of Peace with Great Britain, 
and also Mitchell’s map of North America. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay this resolution 
before the PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES. 


Sarurpay, Juno 20, 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion, made on tho 17th, respecting the 12th ar- 
ticle of the Treaty communicated with jthe Mes- 


A printed copy of the official papers laid before 


Congress by the Message of the 5th of December, 
1793, and a translation of Mitchell’s map of the 
United States. 


Monpay, June 22, 
The Vice Present laid before the Senate a 


Letter from the Secretary for the Department of 


State, with a “list of the negrocs, to which the 
correspondence between the Commander-in Chief 
of the American Army and Sir Guy Carleton re- 


lates ;” which was read, and, with the document re- 


ferred to, ordered to lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion, made on the 17th instant, on the 12th ar- 
ticle of the Treaty communicated with the Mes- 
sage of the PRESIDENT or THe Unrrep Sratss, of 
the 8th instant; and a motion was made by Mr. 
Burr to postpone this motion, and to agree lo the 
following resolution : : 


“That the further consideration of the Treaty, con- 
cluded at London the 19th of November, 1794, be post- 
poned, and that it be recommended to the President of 
the United States, to proceed, without delay, to further 
friendly negotiations with His Britannic Majesty, in 
order to effect alterations in the said Treaty, in the 
following particulars : 

“That the 9th, 10th, and 24th articles, and so much 
of the 25th as relates to the shelter or refuge to be 
given to the armed vessels of States or Sovereigns at 
war with either party, be expunged. 

“9d article. That no privilege or right be allowed to 
the settlers or traders mentioned in the 2d article, other 
than those which are secured to them by the Treaty of 
1783, and existing laws. 

3d article. That the third article be expunged, or be 
so modified that the citizens of the United States may 
have the use of all rivers, porta, and places within the 
Territories of His Britannic Majesty in North America, 
in the same manner as his subjects may have of those 
of the United States, 

«th article. That the valne of the negroes and other 
property carried away, coutrary to the 7th article of 
the Treaty of 1783, and the loss and damage sustained 
by the United States by the detention of the posts, be 
paid for by the British Government, the amount to be 
ascertained by the Commissioners who may be appoint- 
ed to liquidate the claims of the British creditors. 

“9th article. That what relates to the West India 
trade, and the provisos and conditions thereof, in the 
19th article, be expunged, or be rendered much more 
favorable to the United States, and without any re- 
stramt on the exportation, in vessels of the United 
States, of any articles, nol the growth, produce, or ma- 
nufactures of the said islands of His Britannic Majesty. 

“15th article. That no clause be admitted which may 
restrain the United States from reciprocating benefits 
by discriminating between foreign nations in their com- 
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mercial arrangements, or prevent them from increasing 
the tonnage or other duties on British veasels, on terma 
of reciprocity, or in a stipulated ratio. 

“21st article. That the subjects or citizens of either 
party, be not restrained from accepting commissions in 
the Army or Navy of any foreign Power.” 


And, after debate, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuxspay, June 23. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made on the 22d, for the postponement of 
the motion of the 17th instant, on the 12th article 
of tho Treaty communicated with the Message of 
the PresipentT or Tae Unirep Srares, of the 8th 
instant. 

And, after debate, the yeas and nays being re- 
quired by onc-fifth of the Senators present, it passed 
in the negative—yeas 10, nays 20, as follows: 

Yuas.—Messre. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackan, Langdon, Martin, Mason, Robinson, and Taze- 
well. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, King, La- 
timer, Livermore, Marshall, Pame, Potts, Read, Rose, 
Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and Vining. 


Wepnespay, June 24. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the mo- 
tion made on the 17th instant, respecting the 12th 
article of the Treaty communicated with the Mes- 
sage of the Present or rae Unive States of 
the 8th instant; and 

A motion was made by Mr. Rean, seconded by 
Mr. Burizr, to amend the motion alter the word 
“ specified,” as*follows : 

“ Aud also for obtaining adequate compensation for 
the negroes, or other property of the American inbabi- 
tanta, tarried off from the United States, in violation of 
the definitive Treaty of Peace and Friendship, between 
his said Majesty and the United States, signed at Paris, 
the 3d day of September, 1783 ;” 

And, after deliberation, it was agreed that the 
honorable mover have leave to withdraw the mo- 
tion, in order to introduce a motion drawn up with 
more consideration on the same subject. Where- 
upon the motion was renewed by Mr. Brown, se- 
conded by Mr. Jackson; and, on the question to 
agree thereto, it passed in the negalive—yvas 12, 
nays 15, as follows: 


Yeras.—Messra. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackson, Langdon, Marshall, Martin, Mason, Read, 
Robinson, and ‘Tazewell, 

Nays.—Messrs, Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster Frelinghuysen, Gunn, King, Livermore, 
Paine, Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Trumbull. 


A motion was made to postpone the motion be- 
fore the Senate, for the purpose of taking into con- 
sideration the following motion, to wit: 


“Thal the President of the United States be inform- 
ed that the Senate will not consent tu the ratification 
of the Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, be- 
tween the United States and His Britannic Majesty, 
concluded at London on the 19th November, 1794, for 
the reasons following: 

“lat. Because so much of the Treaty as was intend- 


ed to terminate the complaints flowing from the invxe- 
cution of the Treaty of 1783, contains stipulations that 
were not rightfully or justly requirable of the United 
States, and which are both impolitic and injurious to 
their interests; and because the Treaty hath not se 
cured that satisfaction from the British Government, for 
the removal of negroes in violation of the Treaty of 
1783, to which the citizens of the United States were 
justly entitled. 

“2d. Because the rights of individual States, are, by 
the ninth article of the Treaty, unconstitutionally in- 
vaded, : 

“3d. Because, however impolitic or unjust it may 
generally be to exercise the power prohibited by the 
tenth article, yet it rests on Legislative discretion, and 
ought not to be prohibited by Treaty, 

“4th, Because sv much of the ‘Treaty as relates to 
commercial arrangements between the parties, wants 
that reciprocity upon which alone such like arrange- 
ments ought to be founded, and will operate 1uinvusly 
tothe American commerce and navigation, 

“5th. Because the Treaty prevents the United States 
from the exercise of that control over their commerce 
and navigation, as connected with other nations, which 
might better the condition of their intercourse with 
friendly nations. y 

“6th. Because the Treaty asserts a power in the 
President and Senate, to control, and eyen annihilate 
the Constitutional right of the Congress of the United 
States over their commercial intercourse with foreign 
nations. 

“Tth, Because, if the construction of this ‘I'reaty 
should not produce an infraction of the Treaties now 
subsisting between the United States and their allies, it 
is calculated to excite sensations which may vot ope- 
rate beneficially to the Uuited States. 

“ Notwithstanding the Senate will not consent to the 
ratification of this Treaty, they advise the President of 
the United States to continue hia endeavors, by friend- 
ly disenssion with his Britaunic Majeety, to adjust all 
the real causes of complaint between the two nations :” 


Whereupon, on motion, it was agreed to divide 
this last motion as follows, to wit: “That the mo- 
tion of the 17th, now before the Senate, be post- 
poned ;” and it passed in the negative—ycas 10, 
nays 19, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Mason, Robinson, and 
Tazewell. : 

Nays—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, King, Latimer; 
Livermore, Marshall, Paine, Potts, Read, Ross, Ruthar- 
furd, Strong, Trumbull, and Vining. 

Whereupon, a motion was made to divide the 
original motion, made on the 17th instant, and 
now before the Senate, so as to adopt the first pa- 
ragraph thereof, ending with the word “specified ;” 
and it passed in the affirmative—yeus 20, nays 10, 
as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs, Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ella- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, King, La- 
timer, Livermore, Marshall, Paine, Potts, Read, Ross, 
Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Mason, Robinson, and Taze- 
well. 


On motion to adopt the last paragraph of the 
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said original motion, it passed in the affirmative— 
as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs, Bingham, Bloodworth, Bradford, 
Brown, Burr, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Fre- 
linghuysen, Gunn, Henry, Jackson, King, Langdon, La- 
timer, Livermore, Marshall, Martin, Mason, Paine, 
Potts, Read, Robinson, Russ, Rutherfurd, Strong, Taze- 
well, Trumbull, and Vining. 


So this paragraph was unanimously agreed to; 
and it was 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senate concurring 
therein,) That they do consent to, and advise the 
President of the United States to ratify the Treaty 
of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, between Lis 
Britannic Majesty and the United States of Ameri 
ca, concluded at London, the 19th day of Novem- 
ber, 1794, on condition that there be added to the 
said Treaty an article, whereby it shall be agreed 
to suspend the operation of so much of the 12th 
article, as respects the trade which his said Ma- 
jesty thereby consents may be carried on, between 
tho United States and his Islands in the West In- 
dies, in the manuer, and on the terms and condi- 
tions thervin specified. 

And the Seunke recommend to the Presrpent to 
proceed, without dolay, to further friendly negotia- 
tions with His Majesty, on the subject of the said 
trade, and of the terms and conditions in ques- 
tion. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay the resolution 
before the PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES. 

A motion was made by Mr, Gunn, seconded by 
Mr. Rean, as follows: 


“Whereas it is alleged by divers American citizens, 
that negroes and other properly, to a considerable 
amount, were carried away in contravention of the 
seventh article of the Treaty of Peace between the 
United Statea and Mis Britannic Majesty : 

“ Resolved, That the Senate recommend to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to renew, by friendly nego- 
tiation with his said Majesty, the claims of the Ameri- 
ean citizens, to compensation for the negroes and other 
property, so alleged to hare been carried away; and in 
case the disagreement that has hitherto existed, relative 
to the coustruction in this behalf of the said article, 
cannot be removed by candid and amicable discussions, 
that it be proposed, as a measure calculated to cherish 
aud confirin the good understanding and friendship 
‘which it is desired may prevail between the two coun- 
tries, that Oommissioners be appointed, in the manner 
directed by the sixth article of the Treaty of Amity, 
Oommerce, and Navigation, lately songluded between 
the United States and his said Majesty, with authority to 
ascertain and decide, as well the interpretation of the 
said seventh article in this respect, as likewise the 
amount of the losses sustained by the alleged violation 
of the sare. 

“But the Senate are of opinion that the negotiation 
on this subject should be distinct from, and subsequent 
to that recommended by their act of the 24th instant, 
respecting the trade and intercourse between the United 
States and his said Majesty's islands in the West In- 
dies.” 


And, after debate, it was agreed that this mo- 
tion lie until to-morrow for consideration. 


Tuurspay, dune 25. 


The motion made by Mr. Gowns, as last recited, 
and yesterday referred to this day for considera- 
tion, was resumed. 

On motion to divide this motion, and to agree to 
all that is contained from the word.‘ whereas,” to 
the word “ same,” at the cnd of the first paragraph 
of the resolution inclusive, it passed in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 27, nay 1, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs, Bingham, Bloodworth, Bradford, 
Brown, Burr, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Frelng- 
huysen, Guny, Jackson, King, Langdon, Latimer, 
Livermore, Marshall, Martin, Paine, Potts, Read, Robin- 
son, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and Vining. 

Mr. Tazewell voted in the negative. 


A motion was made by Mr. Jackson, to amend 
the Zast paragraph of the motion under the consi- 
deration of the Senate, to wit: 


“ But the Senate are of opinion that the negotiation 
on this subject should be distinct from, and subsequent 
to that recommended by their act of the 24th instant, 
respecting the trade and intercourse between the Uni- 
ted States and his said Majesty’s islands in the West 
Indies,” to be read as follows : 

“ And the Senate are of opinion that the negotiation 
on this subject be considered aa part of the negotiation 
recommended by their act of the 24th instant, repecting 
the trade and intercourse between the United States 
and his said Majesty's islands in the West Indies,” 


Whereupon an amendment, after division of a 
motion, was objected to as not being in order, and 
on appeal to the Presmenrt, it was by him deter- 
mined in the affirmative ; and, on the question to 
agree to the amendment proposed, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 11, nays 17, as follows: 


Yeas.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackson, Langdon, Marshall, Martin, Mason, Robinson, 
and Tazewell. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Gunn, King, Latimer, Livermore, Paine, 
Potts, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and 
Vining. 

On the question to agree to the last clause of 
the original motion, to wit: 

© But the Senate are of opinion that the negotiation 
on thia subject should be distiuct from, and subsequent 
to that recommended by their act of the 24th instant, 
respecting the trade and intercourse between the Uni- 
ted States anıl his said Majesty's islands in the West 
Indies :” 


The yeas and nays were required by one-fifth of 
the Senators present— 


Those who voted in the affirmative, are—Messrs. 
Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Elsworth, Foster, Fieling- 
huysen, Gunn, King, Latimer, Livermore, Paine, Potts, 
Read, Rosa, Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and Vining. 

Those who voted in the negative, are—Messrs. Blood- 
worth, Brown, Burr, Butler, Jackson, Langdon, Mar- 
shall, Martin, Mason, Robinson, and Tazewell. 


Yeas 18, nays 11. So the question was lost, 
there not being two-thirds of the Senators present 
in the affirmative. 

On motion by Mr. Burner, seconded by Mr. 
FacLincuvysen, to reconsider this last question, 


865 


Jeng, 1795.) 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Proceedings. 


866 


[Senarr. 


The yeas and nays were required by one-fifth 
of the Senators present— 


Those who voted in the affirmative are—Messrs. 
Bingham, Bradford, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Gunn, King, Latimer, Livermore. Paine, 
Potts, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and 
Vining. 

Those who voted in the negative, are—Messrs, 
Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Jackson, Langdon, Marshall, 
Martin, Mason, Robinson, and Tazewell. 


Yeas 19, nays 10. So the question of recon- 
sideration wa» lost, there uot being two-thirds of 
the Senators present in the affirmative. 

On motion, by Mr. RUTHERFURD, for the ques- 
tion on the resolution as amended, to wit: 


“ Whereas, it is alleged by divers American citizens, 
that negroes and other property, to a considerable 
amount, were carried away in contravention of the 
“th article of the Treaty of Peace between the United 
States and His Britannic Majesty : 

“ fesolved, That the Senate recommend to the Pre- 
sident of the United States to renew by friendly nego- 
tiation with his said Majesty, the claims of the Ameri- 
can citizens to compensation for the negroes and other 
property so alleged to have been carried away ; and in 
case the disagreement, that has hitherto existed relative 
to the construction in this behalf of the said article, 
cannot be removed by candid and amicable discussions, 
that it be proposed, as a mensure calculated to cherish 
and confirm the good understanding aud friendship 
which ıt is desired may prevail between the two coun- 
tries, that Commissioners he appointed in the manner 
directed by the érharticle of the Treaty of Amity, Com- 
mcrce, and Navigation lately concluded between the 
United States and his said Majesty, with authority to 
ascertain and decide, as well the interpretation of tha 
said 7th article, in this respect, as likewise the amount 
of the losses sustained by the alleged violation of the 
same :” 


It passed in the negative—yeas 14, nays 15, as 
follows : 


Yeras.—Messrs, Bloadworth, Brown, Butler, Burr, 
Gunn, Jachson, Langdon, Marshall, Martin, Mason, 
Paine, Read, Robinson, and Tazewell. 

Nays.—Dessrs, Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, King, Latimer, Liver- 
more, Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and 
Vining. 

The following Messages were'reccived from the 
PRESIDENT or THE Untrep Srares : 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 


It has beeu represented by our Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary, near the French Republic, that such of our com- 
mercial relations with France as may require the sup- 
port of the United States, in detail, cannot be well 
executed without a Consul General. Of this 1 um sat- 
isfied, when I consider the extent of the mercantile 
claims now depending before the French Government ; 
the necessity of bringing into the hands of one agent 
the various applications to the several Coniuittees of 
Administration residing at Paris; the attention which 
must be paid to the conduct of Cousuls and Vice-Con- 
sula; and the nature of the services which are the pe- 
culiar objects of a Minister's care, and leave no leisure 
for his intervention in business to which Consular 
functions are competent. I therefore nominate 


3v Con.—28 


Fulwar Skipwith, to be Consul General of the United 
States, in France. 
I also nominate John Kelty, of Maryland, to be In- 
spector of the Revenue for Survey No. 1, in the Dis- 
trict of Maryland. 

Wiliam Nichols, of Pennsylvania, to be Marshal of 
and for tbe Pennsylvania District, vice David Lenox, 
resigned. 

John Davis, of Plymouth, in Massachusetts, to be 
Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States, vice 
Jonathan Jackaon, declined. 

Jolin Stockton, to be Commissioner of Loans for the 
State of Delaware, vice James Tilton, resigned, 

Dudley Atkins Tyng, of Massachusetls, to be Col- 
Jector for the District of Newburyport, vice Edward 
Wigglesworth, superseded ; and 

George Foster, to be Collector for the district of Sun- 
bury, in the State of Georgia, vice James James, who 
was appointed by the name of John Janes, in Febru- 
ary last, and who has declined. 

G. WASHINGTON, 


Unrrun STATES, June 25, 1795. 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 


Just at the close of the last session of Cougress, I 
received from one of the Senators and one of the Re- 
presentatives of the State of Georgia, an application tor 
a Trealy to be held with the tribes or nations of Indians 
claiming the right of soil to certain lands lying beyond 
the present temporary boundary line of that Siate, and 
which were described in an Act of the Legislature of 
Goorgia, passed on the 28th of December last, which 
has already been laid before the Senate, This applica- 
tion, and the subsequent correspondence with the Go- 

t vernor of Georgia, are herewith transmitted. The sub 
ject being very iio portant, I thought proper to postpone 
a decision upon that application. The views T have 
since taken of the matter, with the infurmation received 
of a more pacific disposition on the part of the Creeks, 
have induced me now to accede to the request: but 
with this explicit declaration: That neither my assent, 
nor the Treaty which may be made, shall be considered 
as affecting any question which may arise upon the 
supplementary Act passed by the Legislature of the 
State of Georgia, on the 7th of January last, upon 
which inquiries have been instituted, in pursuance of 
a resolution of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives; and that any cession or relinquishment of the 
Indian claims shall be made in the general terms of the 
Treaty of New York, which are contemplated as the 
form proper to be generally used on such occasions, and 
on the condition that one-half of the expense of the 
supplies of provisions for the Indians assembled at the 
‘Treaty, be borne by the State of Georgia. 

Having eoneluded to hold the Treaty requested by 
that State, I was willing to embrace the opportunity it 

; would present, of inquiring into the causes of the dis- 

| satisfaction of the Creeks which has been manifested, 
since the Treaty of New York, by their numerous and 
distressing depredations on our Southwestern frontiers. 
Their depredatious on the Cumberland hare been so 
frequent, and so pecularly destructive, as to lead me to 
think they must originate m some claim to the lands 
upon that river. But whatever may have been the 
cause, it is important to trace it to its source ; for, 1n- 
dependent of the destruction of lives and property, it 
occasious a very serious anuual expense to the United 
States. The Commissioners fur holding the proposed 
| Treaty, will, therefore, be instructed to inquire into (he 
causes of the hostilities to which I have referred, and to 
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enter into such reasonable stipulations as will remove 
them, and give permanent peace to those parts of the 
United States. 

T now nominate Benjamin Hawhins, of North Caro- | 
lina, George Clymer, of Pennsylvania, and Andrew | 
Pickens, of South Carolina, to be Commissioners to 
hold a Treaty with the Creek nation of Indians, for the 
purposes herein before expressed. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unrrep STATES, June 25, 1795. 

The Messages and papers therein referred to 
were severally read, and ordered to lie until to- 
morrow for consideration. 

A motion was made by Mr. Burr, seconded by 
Mr. LIVERMORE, 

“That the resolution of the 8th instant, enjoining 
secrecy upon the Senators, with regard to the commu- 
nications on that day made by the President, be re- 
seinded; but that it be nevertheless enjoined upon the 
Senators uot to authorize or allow any publication in 
print, of the said communication, or any article thereof:” 

Whereupon a motion was made by Mr. ELLS- 
WORTH, to postpone the motion before the Scnate, 
in order to introduce the following motion : 

“ That, until the Treaty yesterday before the Senate 
shall be ratified, it should be left solely to the discre- 
tion of the President of the United States, what publi- 
cation, if any, shall be made of the same :? 

And it passed in the negative. 

A motion was madc to amend the original mo- 
tion, by striking out all that succeeds the word 
« rescinded ;” and it passed in the negative. 

And on the question to agree to the original 
motion, it passed in the affirmative. 

On motion by Mr. Kina, seconded by Mr. Ca- 
BOT, to reconsider the motion last adopted, it passed 
in the affirmative. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Beeretary forthwith notify 
the absent Senators of the above vote of reconsid- 
eration. 


Fripay, June 26. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of l 
the Message of the PRESIDENT OF HE UNITED 
SraTes, of the 25th instant, and the nominations 
therein contained, of Fulwar Skipwith and others. 

Resolved, ‘that the Senate advise and consent 
to the appointments, agrecably to the nowinations 
respectively. 

Ordered, That the Sceretary lay this resolution 
before the PRESIDENT OF WIE UNTIED STATES. 

On motion by Mr. LIVERMORE, seconded by Mr. 
BUTLER, that it be 

u Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy concern- 
ing the communications made by the President of the 
United States, on the 8th of June, instant, be re- 
acinded:” 

A motion was made by Mr. READ, seconded by 
Mr. Foster, to postpone this motion ; aud it pass- 
ed in the negative. 

On motion by Mr. READ, to amend the original 
motion by: adding these words : 


« But that it be nevertheless enjuined upon the Sena- 
tors not to authorize vr alluw any copy of the said com- 
munication, or of any article thereof :” 

It passed in the affirmative—ycas 14, nays 12, 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Gunn, King, Latimer, Marshall, Potts, . 
Read, Rosa, Strong, and Trumbull, 

Navs-—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackson, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Mason, Paine, 
Robinson, and Tazewell. 

And on the question to agree to the motion as 
amended, it passed in the affirmative—yeas 18, 
nays 9, as follows: 

Yuras—Messrs. Bingham, Bloodworth, Bradford, 
Brown, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Gunn, King, Lati- 
mer, Livermore, Marshall, Paine, Potts, Read, Ross, 
Strong, and Trumbull. 

Navs—Mesars. Burr, Butler, Jackson, Langdon, 
Martin, Mason, Robinson, Rutherfurd, and Tazewell. 


So it was Resolved, That the injunction of se- 
crecy concerning the communications made by 
the PRESIDENT or THE Usrrep Sars, on the 
8th of June, instant, be rescinded; but that it be, 
nevertheless, enjoined upon the Senators not to 
authorize or allow any copy of the said commu- 
nication, or of any article thercof. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the Message of the PRESIDENT or Tr UNITED 
Sraves, of the 25th instant, aud the nominations 
therein contained, of Benjamin Hawkins, and 
others; and 

Resolved unanimously, That the Senate do ad- 
vise and consent to the appointments, agreeably 
to the nominations, respectively. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay this resolution 
before the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That Mr. Cauor and Mr. Brown wait 
on the PRESIDENT OF ‘Lin UNITED STATES, and 
acquaint him that the Senate have finished the 


, business before them, and are ready lo adjourn, 


unless he may have any: further communications 
to make. 

Mr. Canor reported that the Pans! VENT OF THE 
Unitep Srares had no further communications 
to make to the Senate, than his hearty wishes 
that, in a specdy meeting with their friends, they 
may enjoy every felicity. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That there be paid by the Secretary 
of the Senate, out of the moneys appropriated for 
the contingent expenses of the Senate, to James 
Mathers, Doorkeeper, three dollars per day, and 
to Cornelius Maxwell, Assistant Doorkecper, two 
dollars per day, as compensation for their respect- 
ive attendance during this special scssiou of the 
Senate, over and above their stated allowance. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned without day. 


Attest : 
SAM. A. OTIS, Secretary. 


PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF TIIE UNITED STATES, 


AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE THIRD CONGRESS, BEGUN AND HELD AT THE CITY OF 
PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 3, 1794. 


Monvay, November 3, 1791. tuew Locke—appeared, and took their seats in the 

The following members appeared and took their House. na A 

: And a quorum, consisting of a majority of the 
seats, to wit: whole number, being present, 

From New Hampshire—Nicuotas Giuman,| Ordered, That a message be sent lo the Se- 
Jeremtan Sarra, and Paine WINGATE. nate, to inform them that a quorum of this House 

From Massachusetts. —Fisusn Ames, Davin |is assembled, and ready to proceed to business ; 
Cons, Hexry Deansorx, Dwicut Foster, Bex- | and that the Clerk of this House do go with said 
Jamis Goonatt, Samuen Horses, George | message. 

THatcner, PeLee Wapsworrs, and Arremas 
WARD. WEDNESDAY, November 5. 

Irom Conneclicut—Josnua Corr, Amasa| Several other members, to wit: from New 
LEARNED, ZEPHANIAIT Swirt, Urau TRACY, | Hampshire, Jons S. SHERBURNE; from Massa- 
and JONATHAN ‘TRUMBULL, chusetts, Witntam Lyman; from Connecticut, 

Prom Vermont.—Israut Sari. James Hincxousr; from Vermont, NATHANIEL 

From New York.-—THEODORUS BAILEY, PHILIP | Nites; from New York, EZEKIEL GILBERT; from 
Van Coniianor, and Joun WATTS. Maryland, WILLIAM HINDMAN; from Virginia, 

Erom New Jersey.—JOHN BEATTY, and ELIAS | Tuomas Cramorxe; and trom Georgia, THOMAS 
BOUDINOT. f B. Carnes—appeared, and took their seats in the 

From Pennsylvania. —Tnomas HarrLeY, Joux | House. 

Wirges Kirrera, lreperick A. MUHLENBERG,| Notice was received that the Senate had not yet 
(Speaker,) and PETER MUHLENBERG. been able to forn a quorum. 


From Maryland—Gaxues Unrest and} Upon this, Mr. DAYTON moved that a commit- 
Groner DENT. — tee shall be appointed to exainine the busineas 

From Virginia —tsaac Cours, SAMUEL GRIF- i jeft unfinished last session, and report to the ITouse. 
Fin, Jons Hearn, Joseri NEVILLE, ANTHONY NEw, | He saw no reason for losing time by waiting for 
Jostam Parxcr, and Rogert RUTHERFORD. 

From Kentucky —Curisvorner GREENUP, 

from North Carolina —Tuowas Biount, WiL- 
uiam JoHxsron Dawson, Natuanten Macon, and 
ALEXANDER MEBANE, 


the Senate. 
Mr. GOODHUE objected to the motion as im- 
proper. 
Mr. Dayton challenged the gentleman to point 
. out wherein the impropriety consisted. For two 
From South Carolina.—WILLIAM SMITH. or three wecks the House of Representatives would 
Trom Georgia.—ABRAMAM BALDWIN. | have full employment, while the Senate, in reality, 
A quorum of the whole number not being pre- i had none. He was positive as to the legality and 
sent, the House adjourned until to-morrow. expediency of proceeding. 
The Speaker put the question, and the ayes and 
noes were equal, each being twenty-five. 
The Sreaker then informed the House that, as 
a quorum of their number was not present, it 


TUESDAY, November 4. 


Several other members, to wit: from Rhode wu n 

Island, Fraxcis MALBONE; from New York, | would be requisite to adjourn. : 
lIexry Gurxn, James Gorpon, and Joun Hy | The House rose immediately, after adjourning 
Van Auten; from New Jersey, Joxatuan Day- | till to-morrow. 
TON; from Pennsylvania, THomas Firzsimons ; 
from Delaware, Hesry Latimer; from Maryland, THURSDAY, November 6, 
Witiiam Vans Musray; from Virginia, Georcz | Two other members, to wit: From Massachu- 
Hancock, Ricnarp Buann Lrg, James Manson, | selts, Pesto Corrix, and from Virginia, Jorn 
Anprew Moors, Fraxcis Presron, and Fran- | NicHoLas, appeared, and took their seats in the 
cis WALKER; and from North Carolina, Mart- | House. 


871 
H. or R} 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


872 


Order of Business. 


[Novemper, 1794, 


Fripay, November 7. 

Several other members, to wit: From Penn- 
aylvania, James Aanstrone and WILLIAM Mort- 
comexy ; from Virginia, Witrtam B. Gites; from 
North Carolina, JosepH Wrnstox ; and from South 
Carolina, Jonn Huxter—appeared, and took their 
seats in the House. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That a Standing Committee of Elec- 
tions be appointed, whose duty it shall be to ex- 
amine and report upon the certificates of election, 
or other credentials of the members returned to 
serve in this House, and to take into their con- 
sideration all such matters as shall or may come 
in question, and be referred to them by the House, 
touching returns and elections, and to report their 
proceedings, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

And a committee was appointed of Mr. DAYTON, 
Mr, Hitiuouse, Mr. Suexsurxe, Mr. Dent, Mr. 
Ler, Mr. Macon, and Mr. [unter. 

Ordered, That the Letter from the Governor 
of Maryland, together wilh the relurn of the elec- 
tion of Gabriel Duvall, to serve as one of the mem- 
bers of this House for the said State, iu the room 
of Jonn Francis MERCER, who has resigned his 
seat, which was laid before the House at the last 
session, be referred to the said Committee of Elec- 
tions. 


—— 


Monpay, November 10. 


Several other members, to wit: from New York, 
Tuomas TREDWELL; from New Jersey, LAMBERT 
CADWALADER; from Pennsylvania, Jonn SMILIE ; 
from North Carolina, WiLLiam Barry Grove and 
JosrpH McDowFfLL; and from South Carolina, 
Ricuarp Wiyn—appeared, and took their seats in 
the louse. 

The SPEAKFR informed the House that the Se- 
nate had not yet been able to make a quorum. 
Fifteen members only appeared. One more was 
necessary. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


A motion was then made for the House to go 
into a Committee of the Whole to consider the 
Rules for choosing committees upon election bu- 
siness. 

Mr. BEATTY, of New Jersey, asked why the 
House of Representatives should wait any longer 
for the Senate to make a quorum? lt had been 
suid that we cannot go on till the Senate are also 
ready, because we are forbidden by the Constitution. 
The Constitution says no such thing. ‘This [louse 
has already waited a week for the Senate; and itis 
impossible to conjecture how long it may be obliged 
to wait, by this method of proceeding. 

Mr. Boupinor wanted to learn whether it was 
proper to have appointed a new Election Com- 
mittee. He greatly doubted it. 

The SPEAKER said that the new committee was 
formed upon this principle, that the business before 
the last committee should begin de nore. Perhaps 
this point had not been sufficiently adverted to, 
when the resolution passed last week for appoint- 
ing a new one. 


— I Iauaeeaeeeeeeeaeaeseseseseseseseastst 


Mr. Boupinot thought that there would arise a 
considerable inconvenieuee from all the business 
beginning over again. Persous who had objected 
to the return of a member of that House, for ex- 
ample, would have to present a new petition to the 
new committee, and so on. 

Mr. Nicwotas did not think that this inference, 
drawn by Mr. Boupinot, followed from the ap- 
pointment of a new committee. 

Mr. Dayton differed entirely from Mr. BOUDI- 
not, Petitions were not addressed to A, B, C, D, 
E, as members of the Committee of Elections, but 
to such a committee in general. Therefore, the 
new one would take up the business as their pre- 
decessors had left it. 

Mr. Bouprnor replied to explain. 

Mr. LYMAN considered it as a most absurd idea, 
that there should be any such thing as a Standing 
Election Committee for the whole Congress. Was 
publie business to stand still for the arrival of mem- 
bers, dispersed, perhaps, all over the Continent? 
When a session ended, what further coucern had 
they with keeping of papers? It was their duty 
to give them back to the Clerk, with a report of 
what progress they had made, and the House, when 
it met again, could proceed, whether these members 
were present or not. 

Mr. Carnes was for proceeding to discuss the 
question. 

“The SPEAKER, at the desire of Mr. LEE, gave 
his opinion as to the point of form. He said that 
it had been the practice of the House to name a 
Standing Committee of Elections, to last for the 
whole period of the duration of Congress. But 
he recommended, ax the most regular method, to 
determine, in the first place, whether it was pro- 
per to proceed without the Senate. When once 
the House had decided on its own competency for 
doing business, it would then be soon enough to 
determine what business should be done. 

Mr. GOODHUE moved to adjourn. For all the 
time that would now be additionally lost, it was 
not worth while to decide the question. 

It was observed that there was no instance in 
the Continent where one House proceeded to bu- 
siness Without the other. 

Mr. Dayvon, in reply, observed, that Mr. Goon- 
HUE had made a daily, or near about a daily, mo- 
tion for adjournment, ever since the House began 
to meet. He had at this time understood that 
the principle of the adjournment had been given 
up, and he must confess that he did not expect to 
hear any arguments for adjournment on the score 
of expediency. 

The House divided on the motion of Mr. Guon- 
MUE—for adjourning, ayes 33, noes 36. 

Mr. DAYTON then moved for the appointment of 
a committce to examine and report the unfinished 
business of last session; which was adopted, and a 
committee was appointed of Mr. Bovupinot, Mr. 
Tracy, and Mr. KitTera. 

A petition of Moses Myers, of the borough of 
Norfolk, in the State of Virginia, was presented 
to the House and read, praying to be exonerated 
from the payment of the duties accruing on cer- 
tain goods which he imported, and which, after 
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entry thereof made, were sunk and damaged by the 
oversetting of the craft employed to bring them on 
shore. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Warrs, and Mr. Corris; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opimion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of 
War on the petition of Peter Covenhoven, which 
was made to this House on the twenty-first of Feb- 
ruary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, be referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


Tvespay, November 11. 


Two other members, to wit : from Massachusetts, 
SuearsasHus Bounnr, and from New York, PETER 
Van GAASBECK, appeared, and took their seats in 
the House. 

The Sreaxer informed the House that one Sc- 
nator was yet wanting to the making of a quo- 
rum, [The Senate consists of thirty members, of 
whom only fifteen have yet (Tuesday) made their 
appearance; of consequence, a majority is want- 
ing. ‘The Vice Presrpenr has, it is true, arrived, 
but he is not, strictly speaking, a Senator. He 
does uot give a vote in questious that come before 
the Senate, unless the voices on a division are 
equal. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from James White, enclosing the credentials of 
his appointment as a Representative of the Ter- 
ritory of the United States South of the river 
Ohio, in the Congress of the United States, ac- 
cording to the ordinance of Congress of the thir- 
tcenth of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-scven; which were read, and ordered to 
be referred to Mr. Batowix, Mr. Grepert, Mr. 
Waser, Mr. Swirt, and Mr. Jeremian Syira, with 
instructions to examine the matter thercof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Mr. Bouptnot, from the committee appointed to 
examine the Journal of the last session, and report 
therefrom all such matters of business as were then 
depending and undetermined; and also to examine 
and report such laws of the United States as have 
expired, or will expire before the next session, made 
a report, in part; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 


MARYLAND REPRESENTATIVE. 


Mr. Murray informed the House that Mr. Ga- 
briel Duvall, a member from Maryland, was now 
attending to take his seat. This gentleman has 
been elected in the room of Mr. Mercer, 

Mr. Nicuotas observed that he saw no reason 
for delaying the admission of the gentleman. Ie 
understood the Committee of Elections had the 
case of Mr. Mencer’s resignation under their con- 
sideration, and would report immediately; and he 
understood that the report would be in favor of 
the gentleman. He did not sce the use for so 
much more ceremony in this case than in that of 


the former memhers. They had all been admit- 
ted first, and their credentials examined after- 
wards. 

Some remarks fell from Mr. Urr respecting pre- 
cedent. Mr. Mercer had formerly taken a seat 
in much the same way, in the room of Mr. Pwer- 
NEY. 

The proceedings on this case were read by the 
Clerk. 

Mr. Macon said, that, if gentlemen would only 
have patience for ten minutes, they would have the 
report of the committee ready. 

Mr. Darron immediately after presented this re- 
port. A question occurred whether or not it should 
be read. 

Mr. Mapison was for the report being read. It 
would only delay the admission of the gentleman 
for a few minutes. It was, therefore, better to re- 
ceive it, and then take him in, There was a ques- 
tion, if Mr. Mercek was now to appear before 
the House, could he take his seat? Mr. M. 
would uot undertake to answer the question. It 
was a delicate one. He would have the report 
read. If it was favorable, act as concurring with 
it; if not so, lay it aside, and admit the member 
from Maryland to qualify, without taking any no- 
tice of it. 

Mr. Parker could sce no reason why the mem- 
ber might not take his place directly. The House 
had yesterday full evidence laid before them, un- 
der the sanction of the Legislature of Maryland, 
that Mr. Mercer had vacated his seat. In his 
room here comes a gentleman with proper cre- 
dentials. Why hesitate in accepting him? Mr, 
P. was sorry that any discussion had taken place 
on the subject. 

Mr. Mucrray and Mr. Boupryor spoke each a few 
words. 

Mr. Maptson was still for reading the report of 
the committee. His object was to accelerate the 
reception of the gentleman, which would inevi- 
tably and properly take place. If the House were 
to admit him to qualify, without first reading the 
report, it might hereafter be asked, Why was a 
report made at all, when the House refuse to read 
it? It might, on a future occasion, be said, “ Per- 
haps thatreport has been unfavorable,and the House 
have contradicted the report of their own commit- 
tee.” 

Mr. Murray waived his objection to the read- 
ing of the report. It was read accordingly, as fol- 
lows : 


“That it appears, from a certificate signed by the 
Governor of the State of Maryland, in Council, and 
under the seal of the said State, that Gabriel Duvall 
was duly elected to serve in the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States in the place of John Francis 
Mercer, who had resigned his seat; that the resigna- 
tion of the suid John Francis Mercer appears from his 
letter, dated the thirteenth of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-four, directed to the Guvernor of 
Maryland, 

“ Resolved. That, in the opinion of the committee, 
Gabriel Duvall is entitled to take a scat in the House, 
as one of the Representatives for the State of Mary- 
land, in the stead of John Francis Mercer.” 
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The said resolution was again read, aud, on the 
question put thereupon, agreed to by the House. made several amendments thereto. 

Mr. Duvarı then appeared, and the oath to sup- Ordered, That the said report, with the amend- 
port the Constitution of ihe United States being į ments, do lie on the table. 
adminislered to him by the SPEAKER, according to 
law, he took his seat in the House as one of the 
Representatives for the State of Maryland, in the] Py other members, to wit: Axprew Greca and 
room of John Francis Mercer. j Danret ITeisrex, from Pennsylvania, appeared and 

took their seats in the House. 
The Speager informed the House that there 


LRAC l ca th i was not yet any appearance of a qnorum in the 
posal for immediately going into a Committee of | Senate. No new member of that louse had ar- 


the Whole on the Rules and Regulations. rived, and one of those here had fallen sick, 


Mr. Maprson objected to going into the business a tan, acta i 
abruptly. For his own part, he had lost, or mis- NEWSPAPERS FOR MEMBERS, 


had had the said report under consideration, and 


Tnurspay, November 13. 


STANDING RULES AND ORDERS. 
Mr. Tracy then reminded the House of bis pro- 


laid, his copy of the Regulations. Ue would cer- A motion waa made that cach member be sup- 
tainly not object on his own account. If there was plied with three daily newspapers. Tt was men- 
nobody else in the same situation, he should not | tioned that some applications had been made by 
mention that as any reason to stop their going on. | a few particular members for Icave to have news- 
But he was afraid some other gentlemen were in| papers from the Southern or Fastern States as 
the same situation. part of this number. This was objected to as put- 

Mr. Goopnve declared that he was in a similar | ting the Executive to a needless additional ex 
predicament. pense. It was, therefore, subjoined, as an amend- 

Mr. Tracy.—If we are like schoolboys, and have | ment to the motion, that they should be newspa 
lost our books, I can have no objection to the pro- | pers “ of this city.” 
curing of new ones. Mr. Nicuotas thought that economy was highly 

It was then agreed to print the Rules and Regu- | proper, on this, as well as other points, Jle therc- 
lations over again, for the use of the members; and | fore moved to strike out the word “three” from 
that the House go into a Committee of the Whole | the motion, and substitute “two.” Ie considered 
on this matter to-morrow. one morning and one evening paper as sufficient 
for the information of the members. 

Mr. Tracy said that it was altogether but a small 
affair. Some gentlemen had, as he understood, 
already bespoken three papers, under the expec- 
tation that the same number would be grauted 
during this session as during the last. 

Mr. Nicnouas then observed, that he would not 
press his amendment on the House. 

Tt was accordingly withdrawn. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House canse 
the members to be furnished, during the present 
session, with three newspapers, printed in this 
city, such as the members respectively shall choose, 
to be delivered at their lodgings. 

A petition of George Campbell, of the State of 
Maryland, was presented to the [louse and read, 
praying compensation for his services as a Captain 
of Artificers, in the Army of the United States, 
during the late war. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 

The Srrakerr laid before the House a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 
panying his account of receipts and expenditures 
for the War Department, from the first day of 
April to the thirticth day of June, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, inclusive; which 
were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


Weonespay, November 12. 


Another member, to wit: Carrer B. Harrrsoy, 
from Virginin, appeared, and took his scat in the 
House. 

A memorial of Andrew Taylor, of Ulster coun 
ty, in the State of New York, was presented to the 
House and read, praying the liquidation and scttle- 
ment of a claim for his services as a Deputy Quar- 
termaster in the Army of the United States, during 
the late war. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
the Secretary of tho Treasury, with instruction to 
examine the same, and report his opinion there- 
upon to the House. 

A petition of Samucl Emery, of the city of 
Philadelphia, merchant, was presented to the 
Houso and read, praying thal a new register may 
be granted in the case of the brig Lucy, an Ame- 
rican bottom, which was sold in the year 1792 to 
a person not a citizen of the United States, it 
being omitted in the bill of sale of the said brig 
to insert a copy of tho register, in consequence 
of which omission, the Collector of the port of 
Philadelphia conceives himself unauthorized to 
grant a new register. 

A dine: That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 

The Mouse resolved itself into a Committee of STANDING RULES AND ORDERS. 
the Whole House on the report of the committee | The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
appointed to prepare and report such Standing | ments, reported yesterday from the Committee of 
Rules and Orders of Proceeding as are proper to | the Whole House, to whom was referred the re- 
be observed in this Iousc; and, after some time port of the committee appointed to prepare and 
spent therein, the Seraxer resumed the Chair, report such Standing Rules and Orders of Pro- 
and Mr. Trumnv, reported that the Committee ceedings as are proper to be observed in this House ; 
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and the said amendments being twice read, were, | mitted to explain; and the House shall, if appealed to, 
on the question severally put thereupon, agreed to decide on the case, but without debate. If there be no 


by the Louse. appeal, the decision of the Chair shall be submitted to. 
The said report, as amended, being then again Jf the decision be m favor of the member called to or- 
read, and further amended, der, he shall be at liberty to proceed ; if otherwise, and 


Resolved, That the same be established as the the case require it, he shall be liable to the censure of 
Standing Rules and Orders of this House, to wit: the House. 


7 When two or more members happen to rise at once, 
STANDING RULES AND ORDERS OF TUE| the Speaker shall name the member who is first to 
MOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


speak, 
ack, E `: : No member shall speak more than twice to the same 
First—Touching the Duty of the Speaker. question, without lenve of the House; nor more than 
He shall take the Chair every day at the hour to | once, until every member choosing to speak shall have 
which the House shall have adjourned on the preced | spoken. 
ing day ; shall immediately call the members to order, ! Whilst the Speaker is putting any question, or ad- 
and, on the appearance of a quorum, shall cause the 
Journal of the preceding day to be read. 


dressing the House, none shall walk out of, or across 
He shal) preserve decorum and order ; may speak to 


the House; nor either in such case, or when a member 
is speaking, shall entertain privale discourse; nor, 
points of order, in preference to other members, rising | Whilst a member is speaking, shall pass between him 
from his seat for that purpose, and shall decide ques- | and the Chair. 
tions of order, subject to an appeal to the House by any No member shall vote on any question in the event 
two members. of which he is immediately and particularly interested ; 
He shall rise to put a question, but may state it sit- | or in any other case where he was not present when 
tin the question was put. 
Upon a division and count of the House on any ques- 
tion, no member without the bar shall be counted. 
Every member who shall be in the House when a 
goestiou is put, shall give his vote, unless the House, 
or special icasons, shall excuse him. 
When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be 
stated by the Speaker, or, being in writmg, it shall be 


g. 
Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, to wit: 
“ As many as are of opinion that (as the question may 
be) say Ay ;” and after the affirmative voice is express- 
ed, “ As many as are of a contrary opinion, say No.” 
If the Speaker doubts, or a division be called for, the 
House shall divide; those in the affirmative of the ques- 
tion shall first rise from their seals, and afterwards 
those in the negative. If (he Speaker still doubts, or handed to the Chair, and read aloud by the Clerk, be- 
a count be requi ed, the Speaker shall name two mem fore debated. 
bers, ene from each side, to tell the numbers in the | Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the 
affirmative ; which being reported, he shall then name Speaker or any member desire it. 
two others, one from each side, to tell those in the ne-| | After a motion is stated by the Speaker, or read by 
gative; which being also reported, he shall rise, and ) the Clerk, it shall be deemed to be in possession of the 
state the decision to the House. House, but may be withdrawn at any time befure a de- 
All committees shall be appointed by the Speaker, | cision or amendment. ; 
anlesa otherwise specially directed by the House; in| When a question is under debate, no motion shall be 
which case they shalt be appointed by ballot; and if, received, unless to amend it, to commit it, for the pre- 
upon such ballot, the number required shall not be | vious question, to postpone it to a day certain, or to 
elected, by a majority of the votes given, the House | adjourn. 


shall proceed ty a second ballot, in which a plurality A motion to adjourn shall be always in order, and 
of votes shall prevail, and in case a greater number | shall be decided without debate. — 
than are required to compose or complete the commit-| The previous question shall be in this form: “Shalt 


tee, shall have an equal number of votes, the House the mam question be now put?” It shall only be ad- 

shall proceed te a further ballot or ballots. mitled when demanded by five members ; and, until 1 
In all cases of ballot by the House, the Speaker is decided, shall preclude all amendment aud further 

shall vete; in other cases he shall not vote, unless | debate of the main question. 

the Ifouse be equally divided, or unless bis vote, if On a previous question, no member shall speak more 

given to (he minority, will make the division equal; than once without leave. 


and, in case of such equal division, the question shall Any member may call for the division of a question, 
be lost. where the sense will admit. of it. 

All acts, addresses, and joint resolutions, ehall be A motion for commitment, until it is decided, shall 
pigned by the Speaker; and all writs, warrants, or | preclude all amendment of the main question. 
subpoenus, issued by order of the House, shall he under Motions and reporlg may be committed at the plea- 
his hand aud scal, attested by the Clerk. aure of the House. 


In case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in| Nonew motion or proposition shall be admitted un- 
the gallery or lobby, the Speaker, (or Chairman of the ! der color of amendment, as a substitute for the motion 
Committee of the Whole House,) shall have power to or proposition under debate. 


order the same to be cleared. | When the reading of a paper is called for, which 
had before been read to the House, and the same ia ob- 
Secondly Of Decorum and Debate. jected to by any member, it shall be determined by a 


When any member is about to speak in debate, or | vote of the House. ; , 
deliver any matter to the House. he shall rise from Ins į The unfinished business in which the House waa 
seat, and respectfully address himself to the Speaker. ! engaged al the time of the Jast adjournment, shali 
If any member, in speaking, or otherwise, transgress have the preference in the Orders of the Day; and 
the rules of the House, the Speaker shall, or any mem- | no motion on any other business shall be reeeived, 
ber may, call to order; in which case the member so without special leave of the House, until the former is 
called to order shall inmedialely sit down, unless per- ' disposed of, 
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In all other cases of ballot than for committees, a ma 
jority of the votes given shall be necessary to an elec- 
tiun; and when there shall not be such majority on the 
first ballot, the ballot shall be repeated until a majority 
be obtained. 

In all cases when others than members of the House 
may be eligible, there shall be a previous nomination. 

If a question depending be lost by adjournment of 
the Honse, and revived on the succeeding day, no mem- 
ber who has spoken twice on the day preceding, shall 
be permitted again to speak without leave. 

Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the con- 
currence of the Senate shall be necessary, shall be read 
to the House, and laid on the table, on a day preced- 
ing that in which the same shall be moved, unless the 
House shall otherwise expressly allow. 

Petitions, memorials, and other papers, addressed to 
the House, shall be presented by the Speaker, or by a 
member in his place, and shall not be debated or 
decided on the day of thcir being first read, unless 
where the House shall direct otherwise; but shall 
lie un the (able, to be taken up in the order they 
were read. 

Any fifteen members, (including the Speaker, if 
there is one,) shall be authorized to compel the attend- 
ance of absent members. 

Upon calls of the House, or in taking the yeas and 
nays on any question, the names of the members shall 
be called alphabetically. 

Any member may excuse himself from serving on 
any committee at the time of his appointment, if he is 
then a member of two other committees. 

No member shall absent himself from the service of 
the House, unless he have leave, or be sick, and unable 
to attend, 

Upon a call of the House, the names of the members 
shall be called over by the Clerk, and the absentees 
noted; after which, the names of the absentees shall be 
again called over, the doors shall then Le shat, and those 
for whom no excuse, or insuflicient excuses are made, 
imay, by order of the House, be taken into custody, as 
they appear, or may be sent for, and taken into cus- 
tody, wherever to be found, by special messengers to 
be appointed for that purpose. 

When a member ehall be discharged from custody, 
and admitted to bis seat, the House shall determine 
whether such discharge shall be with, or without, pay- 
ing fees: and in like manner, whether a delinquent 
member, taken into custody by a special messenger, 
shall, or shall not, be liable to defray the expense of 
such special messenger. 

A Sergeant-at-Arms shall be appointed, to hold his 
office during the pleasure of the Miuse, whose duty 
shall be ty attend the [Louse during its sitting ; to exe- 
cute the commands of the Ilouse, from tiine to time, 
either by himself, or a special messenger, to be by him 
appointed for that purpose together with all such pro- 
cess issued by authority thereof, as shall be directed to 
him by the Speaker. 

The ftes of the Sergeant at-Arns shall be, for every 
arrest, the sum of two dollars; for each day’s custody 
and releasement, one dollar ; and for traveling expenses 
of himself, or special messenger, going and return- 
ing, one tenth of a dollar per mile. 

Two standing committees shall be appointed at the 
cornmenceinent of each session, to consist of seven mem- 
bers each, to wit: 

A Committee of Elections, and 

A Commitiee of Claims. 

It shall be the duty of the said Committee of Elec- 
tions to examine and report upon the certificates of 


election, or other credentials of the members returned 
to serve in this House, and to take into their con- 
sideration all such petitions and other matters touch- 
ing election, and returns, as shall or may be presented, 
or come in question, and be referred to thein by the 


ouse. 

It shall be the duty of the said Committee of Claims 
to take into cousideration all such petitions and matters 
or things touching claims or demands on the Umteå 
States, as shall be presented, or shall or may come in 
question, and be referred to them by the House, and to 
report their opinion thereupon, together with such pro- 
positions for relief therein, as to them shall seem expe- 
dient. 

No committee shall sit, during the sitting of the 
House, without special leave. 

The Clerk of the Llouse shall take an oath for the 
true and faithiul discharge of the duties of his office, 
to the best of his knowledge and abilities; and shall 
be deemed to continue in office until another be ap- 
pointed. 

It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the House, at the 
end of each session, to send a printed copy of the Jour- 
nal thereof to the Executive, and to each branch of the 
Legislature, of every State. 

Whenever confidential communications are received 
from the President of the United States, the House 
shall be cleared of all persons, except the members and 
its officers, and so continue during the reading of such 
communications, and (unless otherwise directed by the 
House) during all debates and procecdings to be had 
thereon. And when the Speaker, or any other member, 
shall inform the House that he has communications to 
make, which he conceives ought to be kept secret, the 
House shall, in like manner, be cleared till the commu- 
nication be made ; the House shall then determine whe- 
ther the matter coumuunicated requires secrecy or not, 
and take order accordingly. 


Thirdly.— Of Bilis. 


Every bill shall be introduced by motion for leave, 
or by an order of the House, on the report of a com- 
mittee; and, in either case, a committee to prepare the 
same shall be appointed. In cases of a general nature, 
one day's notice, at least, shall be given of the motion 
to bring in a bill; and every such motion may be com- 
mitted. : 

Every bill shall receive three several readings in 
the House previous to its passage; and all bills sball 
be despatched in order as they were introduced, un- 
less where the House shall direct otherwise; but no 
bill shall be twice read on the same day without special 
order of the House. 

The first reading of a bill shall be for information ; 
and, if opposition be made to it, the question shall be, 
“Shall the bill be rejected?” Tf no opposition be made, 
or if the question to reject be negatived, the bill shall 
go to its second reading without a question. 

Upon the second reading of a bill, the Speaker shall 
state it as ready for commitment or engrossment ; and, 
if committod, then a question shall be, whether to a se- 
lect committee, or to a Committee of the Whole ; if te 
a Committee of the Whole House, the House shall de- 
termine on what day. But, if the bill be ordered to be 
cngrossed, the House shall appoint the day when it 
shall be read the third time, After commitment and 
report thereof to the House, a bill may be recommit- 
ted, or at any time before its passage. 

All bills ordered to be engrossed shall be executed 
in a fair round hand. 


881 


Novemper, 1794.) 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Peter Covenhoren. 


882 
[H. or R. 


When a bill shall pass, it shall be certified by the 
Clerk, noting the day of 1ts passiug at the foot thereof, 


Fourthly— Of Committees of the Whole House. 


It shall be a standing order of the day, throughout 
the session, for the House to resolve itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

In forming a Committee of the Whole House the 
Speaker shall leave his Chair, and a Chairman to pre- 
side in Committee shall be appointed by the Speaker. 

Upon bills committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, the bill shall be first read throughout by the 
Clerk, und then again read and debated by clauses, 


leaving the preamble to be last considered ; the body of 
the bill shall not be defaced or interlined ; but all amend- 


ments, noting the page and line, shall be duly entered by 
the Clerk on a separate paper, as the same shall be 
agreed to by the Committee, and so reported to the 
House. After report, the bill shall again be subject to 
be debated and amended by clauses before a question 
to engross it be taken, 

All amendinents made to an original motion in Com- 
mittee, shall be incorporated with the motion, and so 
reported. 

All amendments made to a report committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House, shall be noted and re- 
ported as in the case of bills. 

All questions, whether in Committee or in the House, 
shall be propounded in the order they were moved, ex- 
cept that in filling up blanks the largest sum and long- 
est time shall be first put. 

No motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon 
the People shall be discussed the day in which it is 
made or offered, an every such proposition shall receive 
its first discussion in a Committee of the Whole House. 

No sum or quantum of tax or duty voted by a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, shall be increased in the 
House, until the motion or proposition for such increase 
shall be first discussed aud voted in a Committee of the 
Whole House; and so in respect to the time of its con- 
tinuance. 

All proceedings touching appropriations of money. 


shall be first moved and discussed in a Committee of 


the Whole House. 

The rules of proceeding in the House shall be ob- 
served in Committee, so far as they may be applicable, 
except that limiting the times of apeaking. 

No standing rule or order of the House shall be re- 
scinded without one day’s notice being given of the 
notion therefor. 


Joint Rules and Orders of the two Houses. 


In every case of an amendment. of a bill agreed to in 
one House and dissented to in the other, if either House 
shall request a conference, and appoint a committee for 
that purpose, and the other House shall also appoint a 
cumtutttee to confer, such committees shall, at a conve- 
nient hour, to be agreed on by their Chairman, meet in 
the Conference Chamber, and state to each other ver- 
bally, or tn writing, as either shall choose, the reasons 
of their respective Houses for and against the amend- 
ment, and confer freely thereon. 

When a message shall be sent from the Senate to the 
Tfouse of Representatives, it shall be announced at the 
door of the House by the Doorkeeper, and shall be re- 
spectfully communicated to the Chair by the person by 
whom it may be sent. 

The sune ceremony shall be observed when a mes- 
sage shall be sent from the House of Representatives 
to the Senate. 


Messages shall be sent by such persons as a sense of 
propriety in each House may determine to be proper. 

While bills are on their passage between the two 
Houses, they shall be on paper, and under the signature 
of the Secretary or Clerk of each House, respectively. 

After a bill shall have passed both Houses, it shall 
be duly enrolled on parchment by the Clerk ofthe House 
of Represcntatives, or the Secretary of the Senate, as 
the bill may have originated in the one or the other 
House, before it shall be presented to the President of 
the United States, 

When bills are enrolled, they shall be examined bya 
Joint Committee of one from the Senate, and two from 
the House of Representatives, appointed as a Standing 
Committee for that purpuse, who shall carefully com- 
pare the enrolment with the eugrossed bills as passed 
In the two Houses, and, correcting any errors that may 
be discovered in the enrolled bills, make their report 
forthwith to the respective Houses. 

After examination and report, each bill shall be signed 
in the respective Houses, first by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and then by the President of 
the Senate. 

After a bill shall have thus heen signed in each House, 
it shall be presented by the said committee to the Pre- 
sident of the United States for his approbation, it heing 
first endorsed on the back of the roll, certifying in which 
House the same originated; which endorsement shall 
be signed by the Secretary or Clerk (as the case may 
be) of the House in which the same did originate, and 
shall be entered on the Journal of each House, The 
said committee shall report the day of presentation to 
the President, which time shall also be carefully entered 
ou the Journal of each House. 

All orders, resolutions, and votes, which are to be 
presented to the President of the United States for his 
approbation, shall also, in the same manner, be pre- 
viously enrolled, examined, and signed; and shall be 
presented in the same manner, and by the same com- 
mittee, as provided in case of bills. 

When the Senate and House of Representatives shall 


judge it proper to make a joint Address to the Presi- 


dent, it shall be presented to him in his Audience Cham- 
ber by the President of the Senate, in the presence of 
the Speaker and both Houses. 


PETER COVENHOVEN. 


The House then went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the Report of the Secretary of War on 
the petition of Peter Covenhoven. This unfortu- 
nate man had been a sergeant in the Militia of the 
United States during the late war. A short time 
after his being called out, he was wounded with a 
musket-ball in the knee, and was unable for a 
considerable time to walk even upon crutches. 
At last, his wound became tolerably cured, and 
he was dismissed with a pension. But,- some 
years ago, his wound broke out afresh, andy after 
a series of excruciating tortures, the affair ended 
with an amputation of his thigh. The bills of 
his physicians, and the extra expense of sick 
nurses, came, in whole, to two hundred and nine 
pounds. 

After reading the report, Mr. Boupinor proposed 
two resolutions—one for granting the sum of ——— 
dollars to defray the expenses of amputation, and 
the other for augmenting his pension. 

Mr. Swtrr opposed the resolution, as there was 
no law that authorized the granting of the money 
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and as the House had no title to perform acts of 
charity at the expense of thcir constituents, Ie 
imagined that this burden should fall on the parti- 
cular State wherein he resided. 

Mr. Boror contended that there was a law 
for this measure. He said that it had always been 
customary for Congress to pay the expense of enr- 
ing its wonnded soldiers. Even when the soldiers 
had no hospital to which they could go, and ad- 
vanced the money out of their own pockels, it had 
always been repaid by Government, upon applica- 
tion for that purpose. Now, the case of Peter 
Covenhoven came exactly within this description. 
He had been dismissed as cured, and with a lesser | 
pension than he would have been entitled to, had | 
the amputation taken place while he was in the! 
military hospital. He had been considered as a 
person who could still support some part of his 
own expenses by personal labor. But the matter 
turns out quite otherwise. The wound is nol 
cured; for it breaks out in a very distressing man- 
ner, and ends in the loss of alimb. It was clear 
that, in point of justice, the man had two claims— 
the first for the expense attending his cure; and 
the second for an augmentation of his pension, 
since he was now completely disabled. IIe had 
been for some years incapable of standing, even 
upon crutches. It was plain that the [louse were 
liable to pay the expenses of his wound; and as 
to the salary, it was only by an accident that he 
was entered on the list of pensioners before the 
wound broke out afresh, and that otherwise he had 
been put on the highest rate. 

Mr. Swier replied. Te was not convinced by 
any thing that had been advanced. As to the 
doctors’ bills, he was not sure about their accu- 
racy. 

Mr. Bearty said he could answer to the House 
for that. Ie had advised the amputation. 

The first resolution, viz: for paying the bills, 
was agreed to by a majority of 87 against 20, and | 
a committee was appointed to bring in a bill. 

The second resolution, for augmenting the salary į 
of Mr. Covenhoven, was postponed, 


Farmar, November 14. 


Several other members, to wit: from Massachu- 
setts, Sawurn Dexrer; from Virginia, Agrana 
Venapte; and from Kentucky, Anmxanner D. 
Orr, appeared, and took their seats in the House. 

Mr. Batpwin, from the eommittce to whom was 
referred the Letter from Jauss Wire, enclosing | 
the credentials of his appointment as a Representa- ! 
tive of the Territory of the United States South of | 
the river Ohio, made a report, which was read, and 
ordered to be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Monday next. 

Ordered, That a Committee of Claims be ap 
pointed, pursuant to the Standing Rules and Or- 
ders of the TIouse: 

And a committee was appointed of Mr. Tracy, 
Mr. Fosrer, Mr. Maxnonz, Mr. Mowreomery, 
Mr, Hreara, Mr. Curistie, and Mr. Mesane. 


Moxpay, November 17. 


Two other members, to wit: from Rhode Island, 
Beszamin Bovrye; and from South Carolina, An- 
prew Pickens, appeared, and took their scats in 
the House. 

A petition of Pierre Eyron was presented to the 
House and read, praying the patronage of Congress, 
and an exemption from postage, in aid of a literary 
work which he is now prosecuting. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 

A petition of Joab Stafford, of the county of 
Herkimer, in the State of New York, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying to be al- 
lowed an arrearage of pension due to him as a 
Captain in the Army of the United States, during 
the late war, or such other compensation in licu 
thereof, as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem 
meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition, together with 
the petition of George Campbell, which lav on the 
table, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


DELEGATE SOUTII OF TIE OIIO. 


The JIvuse resolved ilself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee to 
whom was referred the Letler from James WHITE, 
together with the credentials of his appointment as 
a Representative of the Territory of the United 
States South of the river Ohio ; 

Mr. Vans Murray moved that the Committee 
should rise, and that the discussion of this business 
should be deferred until the Senate had made a 
quorum. 

Mr. Nicuotas thought that the qnestion had 
been misunderstood. He saw no difficulty in ad- 
mitting Mr. Warre to possession of a seat, Ie 
regarded it only as putting an actual law into exe- 
cution. Neither the Senate nor the House of Re- 
presentatives had it in their power to contravene 
this law. ` 

Mr. Swirt objected to complying with the re- 
port of the committee. Ie thought that it could 
not be carried into execution, because it involved 
inconsistencies. If the object of the law referred 
to, was to admit this person to debate, and not to 
vote, that was unconstitutional. He was, by that 
law, to be a member of Congress; but the House 
of Representatives are not Congress, and, there- 
fore, this person may equally vote in the Tlouse of 
Representatives and in the Senate; while, at the 
same time, he may interrupt the Presipnyr con- 
senting to a bill, by giving his advice. The Con- 
stitution has made no provision for such a ember 
as this person is intended to be. If we can admit 
a Delogate to Congress or a member of the House 
of Representatives, we may with equal propriety 
admit a stranger from any quarter of the world. 
We may as well admit the gallery, or a foreign 
Minister, as this person from the Territory South- 
west of the Ohio. At this rate we may very 
soon overturn the Constitution. If this person 
has any proper title to a seat, it must be in the 
Senate; it could not be in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, who were not Delegates. The Senate, 
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perhaps, might be called such. His election was 
nearer the mode of theirs, than that of this House. 
Mr. Swutn, of South Carolina, had no difficulty 
in declaring that the gentleman was fully qualified 
to take a seat in that ITouse, by the terms of an | 
express compact with the people. Ile was con- 
vinced that the Representatives have a right to 
admit those whom they regard as lawfully enti- 
tled to a scat in the House, for the purpose of 
debating. They may admit the Secretary of 
State, if they consider it as eapedient. If this 
gentleman had applied to the Senate, that body 
also were authorized to admit him, if they thought 
it lawful. Under the old Constitution, he would 
have been a member svi generis. We docs not 
claim a right of votiug, but of speaking only; and 
when the affairs of tha Southwestern Territory | 
were agitated in the Senate, he had a right, in his 
(Mr. 5.'5} jadgment, to speak and debate in that 
House also. Mr. S. wished that there had been 
previously settled another part of this business, 
viz: by whom the Delegate was to be paid for his 
allendanee. It may be a future question, also, | 
whether he is to be dismissed when the galleries 
are cleared ? | 
Mr. Gines was not prepared to speak on the 
subject, On the score of expediency, his present 
opinion was, that the Delegate from the South- 
west of the Ohio should be admitted. He had no 
objection to the motion of the member from Ma 
Í 


ryland, (Mr. Murnay,] for the Committee rising, 
but he would never consent to it for the sake of 
consulting the Senate. Ile would agree to it, for 
the sake of further deliberation among themselves. 
If the House chose to consult the gudlery—a re- 
source for information that he should never wish 
to see adopted—they had a right to consult it, or 
to ask advice from any other quarter, notwith- 
standing the assertion of the gentleman from Con- 
necticut. 

Mr. Dexten said, he thought the obstacle should 
be got over by a formal act of the Legislature. Ie 
was clear that the House had a right to consult, 
or admit to the privilege of debating, any indi- 
vidual whom they thought proper. They might, 
for instance, admit an advocate to plead, in a par- 
ticular case; but that was entirely a different mat- 
ter from allowing him to give a vote on the ques- 
tion before the House. Mr. D. declared that he 
would vote against the report, as it now stands, 
not because he thought the gentleman from the 
Southwestern Territory unentitled to a scat, but 
because he regarded an act of the whole Legisla- 
ture as a requisite for his introduction. 

It was now moved that the Committee should 
rise, and report the resolution of the select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. W. Smrru differed from Mr. Dexter. Le 
thought the House of Representatives was, in it 
self, perfectly competent to scttle the point. He 
was determined that they ought not to consult the | 
Senate upon the matter. It would be extremely ; 
improper to let the Senate interfere. Ile again 
adverted to his former position, that the House 
may, if it sees proper, introduce the Secretary of 
State to a privilege of being consulted, or any other 


person who may be thought suitable. But he 
would never submit to yield the privileges of the 
Mouse to the Executive. They ought to decide 
their elections on their own authority, and on no 
occasion send to inquire of the Senate if such an 
amendment ought to be admitted. Mr. S. con- 
sidered the gentleman (Mr. Warre} as expressly 
within the present Constitution. He trusted that 
the Committee would not rise, under any such 
idea as consulting the Senate; but, if they at pre- 
sent rise, that it would be merely for the sake of 
obtaining further information. 

Mr. Murray.—If we could have forescen this 
case, I am sure that we should have had a joint 
committee of privileges from both Houses, as 
judges. The situation of the gentleman refers to 
both, and therefore the Senate ought to be con- 
sulted on this head. Perhaps he is entitled to a 
seat m both Houses. 

Mr. McDowet. objected, that an act of the 
Legislature would never, practically, answer the 
purpose. The session would be next to ending, 
before such a law would be passed. In the mean 
time, the interest of the people Southwest of the 
Ohio is agitated in a question, and their Delegate 
is condemned to silence. The members generally 
admit, in substance, that he ought to be received 
into this House. He wished, therefore, that they 
would take a vote on the resolution of the select 
committee. He would object altogether to the 
proposal of the member from Maryland, for an act 
of the Legislature, or any consultation with the 
Senate. Mr. McD. was for admitting the member 
lo his scat. 

Mr. Boupinor observed, that it was universally 
agreed that the old law for accepting such a mem- 
ber as a Delegate of Congress, cannot be executed 
in its full sense. The gentleman onght, in his 
opinion, to go where members elected by Legisla- 
tures went, that is to say, to the Senate, There 
was no pretence for his admission among the 
Representatives of the people. If he had any 
right, it must be in the other House. He thought 
this a very important question, and that it de- 
served more consideration than it had yet re- 
ceived. Mr. B. was not prepared to vote; but, if 
he was forced to give his voice at present, he 
should be for remitting the gentleman to the Se- 
nate. He thought that there should be an act of 
the whole Legislature. He should vote for the 
Committee rising. 

Mr. Davron said, that he should vote against 
the motion of the Maryland member, for the rising 
of the Committee. He was against the object of 
this motion. He agreed entirely with the report 
of the select committee for receiving the South- 
western member immediately, as he had a right to 
a seat, founded on an original compact, which gave 
it to him. Ho objected to any concurrence of the 
Senate being asked. As to consulting persons out 
of doors, the House had a right to call Heads of 
Departments to give their opinions on any particu- 
lar subject, if they thought proper. Mr. D. men- 
tioned some cases of this nature, where such an 
expedient had been used. 

Mr. Gires mentioned one reason against the 


887 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


H. or R.] 


Delegate South of the Ohio. 


888 
[Noveuper, 1794, 


Committee rising, which was, that the-Honse “had | 
no other business before it. He then ‘read: an 
amendment to the resolution of the select comtnit- 
tee, as a middle course, that would embrace the 
ideas of all parties. : 

Mr. Dexten repeated some of his former reasons 
for preferring an act of the Legislature. 

The question was called for, and put by the 
Chairman, Shall the Committee now rise, and 
report progress? It was decided in the negative— 
yeas 98, nays 39. 

The question was then put on the resolution, 
as given by the Committee. Mr. Gines again 
proposed his amendment. This was, that after 
the word “debating,” in the resolution, there 
should he added, “upon any question touching 
the rights and interests of people in the Territory 
of the United States Southwest of the Ohio.” 
The object was to narrow the power of the Dele- 
gate. 

Mr. ŞxıLæ was for his being admitted to de- 
liberate on every subject, or none at all. 

Mr. Gines declared that he was very well 
pleased with the resolution, as it originally stood. 
He had only suggested this amendment, that he 
might get the resolution through the House. He 
therefore withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Batvwin did not sce that the question was 
of much importance. When a member was per- 
mitted to speak, but forbidden to vote, his situa- 
tion, was, no doubt, infinitely higher than that of 
strangers in the gallery, that of an advocate 
allowed to plead at the bar of the House, or that 
of a printer who came only to take notes; but 
still it was extremely short of the situation of a 
member of Congress. This wonld be more espe- 
cially the case, if his right of debating was re- 
stricted to the affairs of tle Northwest and South- 
west Territory. Mr. B. could see nothing in the 
new Constitution that made an exclusion of the 
Delegate from the Southwest of the Ohio, This 
privilege had been solemnly promised to those peo- 
ple, upon three different occasions. When they 
belonged to the State of South Carolina, they sent 
a Representative [Mr. Sevier] to Congress; and 
they separated into a new State, under the promise 
of this privilege. But now, we have made a dis- 
covery, that these laws cannot be put into execu- 
tion, It is a great pity that we had not made this 
discovery sooner. Mr. B. rejected all idea of re- 
ferring this matter to the Senate. When the latter 
had any question of that kind, that concerned 
themselves, they would, no doubt, judge for them- 
selves, and that just as properly as the House of 
Representatives. As to the pay of this gentleman, 
that might be an after question, He was clear 
that there at present existed no law which could 
make out that. The [louse may hereafter, if they 
see fit, pass a Jaw respecting it. But, in the mean 
time, Mr. B. was satislied that these people had a 
claim for a Delegate, which could not be got rid 
of by the House, 

Mr. Swirt thought that it would be better to 
erect these people into a new State, and then the 
privilege would be of some real use to them. He 
was still of opinion that the Constitution admits | 


of no such Delegate as this person is intended to 
he. He is a new kind of character, unknown to 
it. This person is sui generis. Tf the Constitu- 
tion knows anything about him, then take him; 
if not, reject him. As to taking advice from the 
gallery, Mr. S. seemed to think he had been mis- 
understood. To admit a person within the bar 
for the purpose of consulting him, was a quite 
different thing from permitting the gallery, like 
this person, to come and take a permanent seat 
among the members, for the purpose of regularly 
debating. Mr. 5. never meant to debar the [House 
from taking information wherever they could 
find it. 

Mr. Murray was concerned that he found him- 
self obliged to vole against the resolution of the 
Committee. He still hoped that the gentleman 
would have a seat,. but that the Senate would first 
be consulted. eo 

Mr. Wincate moved-an amendment to take the 
resolution, by adopting these words, “ to a seat in 
Congress as Delegate to Congress.” 

Mr. Mapison said, that the resolution, as passed 
by the sclect committee, was so properly expressed, 
that he did not believe it could admit of any 
amendment or alteration whatever. 

The Committee of the Whole House then di- 
vided on the resolution, when there appeared 3 
very large majority in favor of reporting it as it 
first stood, and consequently for admitting Mr. 
Waite as a Delegate. The Committee then 
rose. 


Tuespay, November 18. 


Another member, to wit: THEODORE SEDGWICK, 
from Massachusetls, appeared, and took his seat in 
the House. 

A memorial of James Crawford, of the city of 
Philadelphia, merchant, was presented to the House 
and read, praying that a new register may be 
granted in the case of the brig Betsey, an Ameri- 
can bottom, taken by the British at St. Pierre’s, 
in the Island of Martinique, in the month of Fe- 
bruary last; the said brig being condemned, and 
her original register detained by the captors. 

Ordered, That the said memorial, together with 
the petition of Samucl Emery, which lay on the 
table, be referred to Mr. Firzstuonxs, Mr. Gooo- 
HUE, and Mr. CADWALADER ; that they do examine 
the matter thereof, and report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House. 


DELEGATE SOUTH OF THE OHIO, 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee on the Letler from James WHITE, 
enclosing the credentials’of his appointment as a 
Representative of the Territory of the United 
States South of the river Ohio, to which the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House reported no amend- 
ment. Whereupon, the said report being again 
read at the Ulerk’s table, was, on the question put 
thereupon, agreed to by the House, as follows : 

“hat, by the Ordinance for the government of the 
Territory of the United States Northwest of the river 
Ohio, section nine, it is provided, ‘ that, so soon as there 
shall be five thousand free male inhabitants of full age 
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jn the District, upon giving proof thereof to the Gover- 
nor, they shall receive authority to eleet Representatives 
to represent them in a General Assembly;’ and by the 
12th section of the Ordinance, ‘as soon as a Legisla- 
ture shall be formed in the District, the Council and 
House, assembled in one room, shall have authority, by 
jot ballot, to elect a Delegate to Congress, who shail 
have a seat in Congress, with a right of debating, but 
not of voting, durmg this temporary government? Fall 
effect is given to this Ordinance by act of Congress, 
August 7, 1789. . 

“That, by the Deed of Cession of the Territory South 
of the river Ohio, to the United States, in the fourth 
article, it is also provided ‘ that the inhabitants of the | 
said Territory shall enjoy all the privileges, benefits, 
advantages, set forth in the Ordinance of the late Con- 
gress for the government of the Western Territory ; that 
is to say, Congress shall assume the government of the 
said Territory, which they shall execute in a manner 
similar to that which they support in the Territory West 
of the Ohio, and shall never bar or deprive them ofany 
privilege which the People in the Territory West of the 
Ohio enjoy.’ 

“The cession, on these conditions, was 
act of Congress, on the 2d of April, 1790. i 

“ By an act passed the 26th of May, 1790, for the go- | 
vernment of the Territory of the United States South 
of the river Ohio, it is enacted, ‘that the inhabitants 
shall enjoy all the privileges, benefits, aud advantages, f 
set forth in the O! dinance of the late Congress for the | 
government of the Territory of the United States North i 
west of the river Ohio. And the government of the 
said Territory South of the river Ohio, shall be similar | 
to that which is now exercised in the Territory North- | 
west of the river Ohio; except so far as is otherwise 
provided in the conditions expressed in au act of Con 
gress of the present session, enutled ‘An act tu accept a 
cession of the claim of the State of North Carolina to a 
certain district of Western Territory.’ The committee 
are of opinion that James White has been duly elected 
as Delegate from the Territory of the United States 
South of the Ohio, on the terms of the foregoing acts; 
they therefore submit the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That James White be admitted toa ceat 
in this House as a Delegate from the Territory of the 
United States South of the river Ohio, with a right of 
debating, but not of voting.” 


Mr. MADISON said, that in new cases, there of- 
ten arose a difficulty by applying old names | 


accepted by 


1 
i 


new things. The proper definition of Mr. Warre 
is to be found in the Laws and Rules of the Con- 
stitution. He is not a member of Congress, therc- 
fore, and so cannot be directed to take an oath, 
unless he chocses to do it voluntarily. 

Mr. Murray moved that Mr. Warre should be 
required to take the oath. 

Mr. W. SMITH observed, that the Constitution | 
only required members and the Clerk to take the 
oath. The gentleman was not a member. It! 
does not even appear for what number of y cars | 
he is elected. In fact, he is no more than an En- 
voy to Congress, Instead of being called Delegate 
to Congress, had he been plainly called an Envoy, 
the difficulty would have vanished. He is nota 
Representative from, but an officer deputed by 
the people of the Western Territory. It is very 
improper to call ou this gentleman to take such an 
oath, any more than any civil officer in the State 
of Pennsylvania. Mr. S. did not consider him as | 


and , so also 


coming even within the Post Office law, (viz: for 
franking letters.) He is not entitled to pay, un- 
less a law shall be passed for that end. 

Mr. GILEs agreed with the gentleman who spoke 
last, as to the impropriety of demanding an oath. 

Mr. Lyman was for it. 

Mr. Dayton was against the oath. Call him 
what you will, a member, a Delegate, or, if you 
please, a nondescript. It would be wrong to ac- 
cept his oath, even if he should offer it. He is 
not a member. He cannot vote, which is the es- 
sential part. It is said that he can argue, and by 
that means influence the votes of the House. But 
a printer may be said to argue and influ- 
ence, when he comes to this House, take notes, 
and prints them in the newspapers. 

Mr. Boupinot, Ag the House had set out on a 
wrong principle, it was natural that, in their sub- 
sequent progress, they should wander further and 
further from the point. But, as the House had 
now given their decision, he acquiesced in it. It 
was, however, a strange kind of thing to have a 
gentleman here arguing, who was not hound by 
an oath. He could never reconcile it. 

Several other members spoke. 

The Ifouse divided on the question, “ Shall the 
Delegate take an oath as a member ?” Ayes 32, 
nays 42—majority against the motion, 10. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that a quorum of the Senate is assembled, and 
ready to proceed to business. 

Ordered, That the petition of Pierre Egron, 
which lay on the table, be referred to Mr. WiL- 
LIAM SMITH, Mr. MURRAY, and Mr. MADISON; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thercupon, to 
the House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have appointed a committce on 
their part, jointly, with such committce as may 
be appointed on the part of this House, to wait on 
the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, and in- 
form him that a quorum of the two louses is as- 
sembled, and ready to receive any communica- 
tions he may thiuk proper to make to thein. 

Ordered, That Mr. Boupinor, Mr. DEARBORN, 
and Mr. GILMAN, be appointed a committee on the 
part of this House for the purpose expressed in the 
message from the Senate. 

Resolved, That two Chaplaius, of different de- 
nominations, be appointed to Congress tor the pre- 
sent session, one by each House, to interchange 
weekly. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

Mr. Bouvinor, from the Joint Committee ap- 
pointed to wait on the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
Sratrs, and notify him that a quorum of the two 
Houses is assembled, and ready to receive any 
communications he may think proper to make to 
them, reported that the Committee had performed 
that service, and that the PRESIDENT signified to 
them that he would make a communication to 
both Houses of Congress, to-morrow at twelve 
o'clock, in the Representatives’ Chamber. 
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Ordered, That a committce be appointed to 
bring in a bill extending the privilege of franking 
to JaMES WHITE, the Delegate from the South- 
western Territory, and making provision for his 
compensation ; and that Mr. WILLIAM SMITH, Mr. 
THATCHER, and Mr. Macon, be the said com- 
mittee. 


Wropnespar, November 19. 


Another member, to wit: '[1loMAs SCOTT, from 
Pennsylvania, appeared and took his scat in the 
House. 

A memorial of Jose Roiz Silva, of the city of 
New York, merchant, was presented to the House 
and read, praying that the sum of two thousand 
five hundred and twenty-one dollars and sixty 
cents may be refunded to him, it being the differ- 
ence in the amount of dutics on a quantity of 
wines imported by the memorialist, and which, 
through mistake, was exacted from him by the 
Collector of the port of New York, beyond the 
legal duties. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Warts, Mr. Corrin, and Mr. MALBONE; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

The Speaker laid before the Mouse a Report 
of the Commissioners for purchasing the Public 
Debt, stating the amount of their purchascs and 
other proceedings since their report of the six- 
teenth of December, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-three; which was read, and ordered 
to lic on the table. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate 
to inform them that this Ilouse is now ready to 
attend them in receiving the communication irom 
the PristpuntT or tum Unirep Srares, agree- 
ably to ms notification to both Houses yester- 
day; and that the Clerk of this House do go with 
the said message. 

The Senate attended and took seats in the 
House; when, both Houses beiug assembled, the 
Prestoeyr or ris Unrren Srares came into 
the Represeutatives’ Chamber, and delivered his 
Address to them. (For which, see Proceedings 
of the Senate, ante page 787.) 

The Presipenr or tue Ustrry Srates then 
withdrew, nud the two Houses separated. 

Ordered, That the Speech of the PRESIDENT 
or The Unitep Stars to both Houses be com- 
mitted to a Commitice of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 


‘Thurspay, November 20. 


Another member, to wit: WILLIAM FINDLEY, 
from Pennsylvania, appeared and took his seat in 
the Llouse. 

The [louse then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Speech of the 
PRESIDENT or rie Uxiren Srares to both Houses 
of Congress; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
had the said Speech under consideration, and 


come to a resolution thereupon; which was twice 
read, aud agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee that a respectful Address ought to be pre- 
sented by the House of Representatives to the 
PRESIDENT OF TIE UNITED States, in answer to 
his Speech to both Touses of Congress, at the 
commencement of this session, containing assur- 
ances that this [louse will take into consideration 
the varus and important matters recommended 
to their attention. 

Ordered, That Mr. MADISON, Mr. SEDGWICK, 
and Mr. ScoTT, be appointed a committee to pre- 
pare an Address, pursuant to the said resolution. 

A message trom the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have agreed to the resolution of 
this House for the appointment of two Chaplains 
to Congress for the present scssion, and have elect- 
ed the Right Reverend Bishop Wirre on their 
part. 

The House then proceeded by ballot to the ap- 
pointment of a Chaplain to Congress, on the part 
of this House; and upon examining the ballots, a 
majority of the votes of the whole House was 
found in favor of the Reverend AsHBEL GREEN, 

A Message was received from the PRESIDENT 
of tHe Untrep Srares, with sundry documents 
referred to in the Presipexr’s Speech to both 
Tlouses, from No. 1 to No. 8, inclusive, relative to 
the insurrection in the counties of Washington 
and Alleghany, in the State of Pennsylvania; also, 
sundry communications from General Wayne; 
from the Governor of Georgia; from the Super- 
intendent of Indian Affairs in the Creck nation; 
and respecting the establishment of a post by the 
State of Pennsylvania at DPresqu'isle; together 
with a Letter from the Director of the Mint. 

The said documents and communications were 
partly read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


Fripay, November 21. 


Ordered, That a committee be appointed to pro- 
pare and bring in a bill for the relief of John R. 
Livingston ; and that Mr, Corr, Mr. GORDON, and 
Mr. NEVILLE, be the said committee. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITI, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented u bill extending the privilege of 
franking to James Wurrr, the Delegate from the 
Southwestern ‘Territory, and making provision for 
his compensation; which was read twice, aud com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Mavisox, from the committee appointed, 
presented an Addresa to the PRESIDENT OF TIIE 
Unitep Starrs, in answer to his Specch to both 
Ilouses of Congress; which was read, and ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
TIouse on Monday next. 


MILITIA SERVICE. 

Mr. Surry, of South Carolina, moved a resolu- 
tion to the following purport: 

“ Resolved, as the opinion of this Committee, That 
provision ought to be made by law for continuing in the 
service a portion of the militia of the United States, to 
be stationed ın the Western counties of Pennsylvania 
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for such pcriod as shall be found necessary to secure 2. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee 
the execution of the laws.” that farther provision ought to be mace by law for the 


Mr. Gives said he should certainly not oppose | redemption of the Public Debt. LEA, Sad 
the motion; but he hoped that when the Com- 3. Resolved. That it is the opinion of this Committee 


that a plan ought to be prepared for the better organ- 
izing, arming, and disviplining the Militia of the United 
States; and further to p ovide fur calling them forth to 
execute the laws of the Union, Suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasions, 


millee contemplated should report a bill, they 
would be able to give every information relative 
to the situation of the Western counties. He 
was sensible that despatch was necessary, as the 
provision Was required to be completely enacted 4, Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee 
within thirty days; but he wished for information | that inquiry ought to be made whether the fortifica- 
to determine what force would be required, and tions, whieh have already been licensed by law, are 
for how long a time they would probably be | commensurate with ihe public exigence. 
wanted. 5. Resolred, That it is the opinion of this Committee 
Mr. DayTov agreed that information would be | that so much of the President's Speech as relates to 
wanted to determine the number of troops that improving of harmony with the Indian nations within 
would be required; but if there existed an opinion | eur limits, by fixing and conducting of trading houses, 
that no provision of the kind is necessary, the busi- ; should be referred to a special committee to report 
ness should be opposed in its present stage. For | thereon. 
his part he was fully convinced that something 
was necessary, As to information, he wished it to 
come officially to the House rather than through 
any committee, 


The first, second, third, and fifth resolutions, 
were severally read the second time, and, on the 
question put thereupon, agrecd to by the Louse. 

The fourth resolution was read a second lime, 

Mr. Sepewtck hoped the motion would be nay at the Clerk’s table, and agreed tu by the 
agreed to. Ue had information suiticient at the House, as follows: 
present time to convince him that it was : Resoloed, That the PRESIDENT or rhe UNITED 


sary a force should be stationed; it would be a | States be requested to direct the proper officers to 
subject of future inquiry what force would be ne- lay before this IJouse a statement of the progress 
cessiry. made in the fortifications licensed by law. 

Mr. Nrctranas said that from information he had Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
of persons from the Westeru counties, he believed | suant to the first resolution, and that Mie MURRAY, 
that some force should be stationed there. There | Mr, HiLLHouse, and Mr. Gites, do prepare and 
were a number of persons still lurking about who bring in Lhe same. 
had not returned to their homes since the breaking Ordered, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
out of the disturbances. pare and report a plan pursuant to the sevond reso- 

Mr. Firzsimoxs wished the motion agreed to. lution, and that Mr. Witam Smits, Mr. AMES, 
The Jouse are in possession, he conceived, of suf- | Mr, Firzstuons, Mr. DuvaLrt, and Mr. NICHOLAS, 
ficient information to pass the resolution. When | be the said committee. 
the bill comes before them, the force required, and Ordered, That Mr, Gres, Mr. SEDGWICK, Mn 
the time of service, would become objects of con- Triste, Mr. Locke, and Mr, Van CORTLANDT, be 
sideration, Some members have inlornnation on appointed a committee, pursuant to the first part of 
this subject which they no doubt will communicate. | the third resolution. 

The business presses. Ordered, That Mr, Davros, Mr. Harrier, Mr, 

Mr, Morrax made mention of a letter received | BENJAMIN Bourne, Mr. Harwsow, and Mr. Mce- 
from a General officer, dated the 13th of Novem- | Dow ELL, be appointed a committee, pursuant to the 
ber, which states that 1,000 of the insurgents second part of the third resolution. 


gone down the Ohio unarmed, and that 300 armed Ordered, That Mr. Barney and Mr. Avarstroxq 

had crossed the Ohio, and declared it as their in- | be appointed a committee to wait on the Presi- 

tention to return as soon as the Army should retire. | pen? or me Uxrrep States with the fourth resolu- 
The resoluuon was agreed to unanimously, re- | tion. 

ported and adopted by the louse, and Messrs. Ordered, That Mr. Parker, Mr. Browser, Mr. 

Murray, TULLNOUSE, aud GILES, appointed a com- | Bounixor, Mr. Finpuey, and Mr. Greenup, he 

mittee to bring in a bill appointed a committee, pursuant to the fifth reso- 


PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. lution. 


The House again resolved ilself mto a Commit- 
tee of tlle Whole House on the Speech of the Pre- 
SIDENT OF THE UNITED StaTEs to both Houses of 
Congress; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported the following resolu- 
tions, which were read as follows, viz: 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THe UNED STATES: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before Congress copies of a Letter from the 
Governor of the State of New York, and of the exem- 
plification of an Act of the Legislature thereof, ratify- 
ing the amendment of the Cunstitutivn of the United 
force, to be composed of the Militia of the United States, | States, proposed by the Senate and Ilvuse of Repre- 
to be statiuned within the Western counties of Penn- sentatives, at their last session, respecting the Judicial 
sylvania, for such period as may be requisite to secure | power. G. WASHINGTON, 
the execution of the laws. Unrrep Srares, November 21, 1794. 


1. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committce 
that provision ought to be made by law for raising a 
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The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resumed the reading of the papers, 
communicated yesterday, by Message, trom the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED States; and made a 
farther progress therein. 


Moxpay, November 24. 
THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 


The House then went into a Committee, Mr. 
Coss in the Chair, on the draft of the Address in 
answer to the President’s Speech. ‘The Address 
was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. Dayton rose to express his surprise that, in | 
the Address, no notice whatever had been taken of ! 
that part of the Speech which related to the army 
under General Wayne, and of the readiness of the 
House to concur in the requisite measures for a 
proper organization of the militia. The success of 
the troops under General Wayne might contribute 
very materially to putting an end to the Indian war, 
and thus add to the power of discharging a part; 
of the Public Debt. He then proposed the follow- 
ing motion: 

“We are deeply impressed with the importance of 
an effectual organization of the militia. We rejoice at j 
the intelligence of the advance and suecess of the Army 
under the command of General Wayne; whether we 
regard it as a proof of the perseverance, prowess, and 
superiority of vur troops, or as a happy presage to our 
military operations against the hostile Indiana, and a 
probable prelude to the establishment of a lasting peace | 
upon terms of candor, equity, and good neighborhvod— | 
our pleasure derived from this source is the greater, as | 
it increases the probability of sooner restoring a part | 
of the public resources to the desirable object of redu- | 
cing the Public Debt.” 


Mr. Maprsox had no objection to this amend- I 
ment. Ho read a second amendment containing 
an answer to the following part of the Presidents 
Speech : 

“My policy in our foreign transactions has been to) 
cultivate peace with all the world, to observe treaties | 
with pure aud absolute faith, to check every deviation 
from the line of impartiality, to explain what may have 
becn misapprehended, and correct what may have been 
injurious to any uation; and having thus acquired the 
right, to lose nu time in acquiring the ability, 
upon justice being done to ourselves.” 


rarer | 
tu insist | 


Mr. Mapisox moved that his additional amend- | 
ment should be inserted immediately after that of 
Mr. Dayton, to this effect: i 


*Solicitoua also, as we are, for tho preservation of 
padce with all nations, we cannot otherwise than warm- 
y approve of æ policy in our foreign transactions, 
which never Joses sight of that blessing.” ' 


Mr. Davros was willing that the clause should į 
be annexed to his original motion. | 

Mr. Hintuouse wished the word your substitu- : 
ted for the article @ (marked in italic in the clause i 
last quoted,) that the policy of the Executive might! 
be more clearly pointed to. 

Mr. Sara, of New Hampshire, said he had 
drafted an amendment to the Address, that con- | 


tained the idea the gentleman last up wished to be 
expressed, and another. He read it in his place. 
It was to the following purport: 

“Your policy in our foreign transactiona, as it shows 
an ardent disposition for peace, has our hearty appro- 
bation, and we assure you we shall omit nothing on 
our part towards acqmring the ability, as well as right, 
of exacting from all nations the fulfilment of their du- 
ties towards us.” 

Mr. Daytox, in the meantime, observed that 
there was no necessary connexion between Ais 
amendment and that of Mr. Mapison. He there- 
fore hoped that his, with respect to General Wayne 
and the army on the Northwestern frontier, would 
pass iu the meantime. Tuis was agreed Lo, 

Mr. Sevewsck said that the House had been 
often obliged to the pen of the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Mavtsoy.) Perhaps that gentleman 
himself would be disposed to think the amendment 
of the member from Connecticut, [Mr, Ti iuovuss, | 
better than his own, 

Mr. Nicrorsas preferred the amendment of Mr. 
Mapison to any other that had been proposed. 
He imagined that the one offered by Mr. W. 
SuırH pledged the House to approve of the par- 
ticular measures adopted by the PRESIDENT as to 
foreign Powers. In this Mr, N. referred specially 
to the mission of Mr. Jay to the Court of London, 
We are not acquainted with the individual pow- 
ers or instructions granted to that Envoy. Our 
approbation has no datum on which it can pro- 
cced, and how fre the Committee to pretend ap- 
probation fur what they do not know? The Pre. 
sipent would laugh at such conduct. The amend- 
ment of Mr. Maprson is more guarded, It goes 
to approve general principles, but not individual 
Measures, 

Mr. LUtwuxouse thought that ho bad been mis- 
uuderstood. His amendment did not go beyond 
general approbation of principles. He never in- 
tended indiscriminate applause. 

Mr. W. Saturn said, that the House had got 
themselves into a Jabyrinth of amendments upon 
amendments, It was very difficult to word an 
Address in such a way as to be entirely free from 
exception. ‘Che matter had sunk into a mere ver- 
bal dispute. He therefore moved that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole now rise, and the draft be re- 
ferred back to the special committee. 

Mr. Dayron knew not why the Envoy [Mr. 
Jay] had been sent to Europe. He did not know 
what were his instructions, and he never would 
approve, or say that le approved, of what he did 
not know. He was, therefore, against the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Connecticut. 
That of the gentleman from Virginia went quite 
far enough, Rather than vote for such a thing, he 
would reject the whole. 

Mr. Gites objected to the motion for the rising 
of the Committee. The Presmevr has not, in his 
Speech, said that the House are informed as to the 
motives of his measures, or the extent of the in- 
structions to his Envoy, Why, then, shall the 
House think themselves obliged to approve them ? 
There has already intervened a delay of several 
days since the Speech was delivered. If an au- 
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swer is to be given at all, it ought to be given im- | what were that gentleman’s instructions. He 
mediately. To rise and refer the draft of the Ad- į Meant to draw this line of distinction, to give ap- 
dress back again to the committee will not mend | probation of general principles, but not of particu- 
the matter. lar measures. The former he considered as im- 
The motion for rising was negatived. plied in the amendment of Mr. Maptsoy, the latter 
Mr. Nicitotas then rose in defence of Mr. Map- | in that of Mr. HiLunorse. 
Tson’s amendment, He thought the House should; Mr. Vays Mornay considered the dispute as 
not bow so much to the Executive as to approve | resting on the words æ policy and your policy. He 
of his proceedings without knowing what thcy are. | would not give explicit approbation to parlicular 
Gentlemen say that they do not mcan an implicit | measures, but he approved the general principles 
approbation. Why, then, hazard words that infer | on which the Pxresipenr preferred a pacific syslum. 
il? He would go as far in thanking the Preswwent | Mr. Gurs.—lt is admitted on all sides of the 
as any person, with propricty, could go. | House, that we approve the general principles, but 
Mr. Sevawick insisted that the amendment of | will not pledge ourselves to approve the particular 
the member from Connecticut, [Mr. IInimovss,] | means. It is best, then, to adopt the least equivo- 
was preferable to the other. The Presipryr has cal words, Mr. G. allowed that there was but little 
said that his policy in regard to foreign nations is ; difference, yet he should vote for the amendment 
founded on justice. We approve of that. He re- | of Mr. Maison ag it stood. 
cites his motives, They are also approved. Wherc,| Mr. Dexter, in opposition to the sentiments of 
then, is the dangor of expressing a general appro- | the gentleman who had last sat down, would vote 
bation? Would it be proper to give an approba- | for “your policy,” instead of “a policy.” The 
tion that cannot be appropriate, and that has no | latter made the sentence an abstract proposition. 
definile weaning? Mr. S. was far from designing | The words “ your policy,” made it a personal ap- 
to approve, explicitly or implicitly, what the House | plication. The omission of the word your tended 
were nol acquainted with. He only intended to | to an implication of censure. If an abstract pro- 
convey a gencral sentiment of approbation; and he | position was the whole meaning intended to be 
saw nothing more than this in the amendment of; expressed, that meaning might as well bo put into 
the gentleman from Connecticut. E other place as into an Address to the Prest- 


Mr. Hinnuotse never designed indiscriminate | penr, He did not sce the use of it. Praise, (said 
approbation; nor had he any secret meaning | Mr. D.,) is the only reward which a person re- 
couched under the words of his amendment. | ceives in a Republican Government; or at least 
When he had any thing to say to the IIouse, he 
came honestly and told them in plain words what 
he would be at. He meant to express his applause 
of pacific and equitable measures. As to the 
question so often referred to, [the embassy of Mr. 
Jay,] he solemnly declared that it never was in 
his mind to express any thing about it. It would 
come before another body. 

Mr. Manison imagined that, in his motion as 
now worded, every person might see substantial 
approbation. 

Mr, Amrs.—Jealousy may become habitual as 
well as confidence. Nothing but a habit of jeal- 
ousy could have found any thing of a secret in 
this verbal distinction of your policy instead of a 
policy. The distinction was trifling, but, if there 
must be one, he preferred the amendment of Mr. | explicit, which was at present, at least, in some 
Hittoocss. His reasons for this preference wero | degree, ambiguous. 


it is the greatest reward; and if withheld where 
sgo minute that they, perhaps, had little more value | Mr. Tracy pronounced an elegant pancgyric - 


due, the effect must be pernicious. Here it would 
be of more particular impropriety to withhold 
praise, when all our constituents approve the pa- 
citic policy of the Presipert, It would have 
been a matter of little consequence at first, whe- 
ther “æ policy” or “your policy” had been adopt- 
ed, for every reader would have understood it is 
an approbation of the Presipeyt. But now, after 
such a debate, if we scruple at the word your, all 
the world will conclude that we mean an implied 
censure, 

Mr. Bouprvor said that be adopted the word 
your as unequivocal. He had no meaning but 
what was open and candid. By adopting the 
amendment the Mouse would make that language 


than what his imagination chose to give them. |ou the character and conduct of the Paxsiornt. 
In the mean time, nobody will suppose that we do | or sne Unerey Starrs, whom no man admired 
not approve of the policy of the Presipent in pre- | more sincerely than he did, though he could not 
ferring pacific measures, because the system of| speak thus from the honor of enjoying a personal 
peace is now preferred all over the Continent of | acquaintance. He recommended to Mr, Manr- 
America. sox rather to withdraw his motion of amendment 

Mr. Dayton rose to make a reply to “ remarks | altogether than bring it forward at such an ex- 
so illiberal.” pense of the good temper of the House. The pre= 

Mr. Awrs here rose again and said that the gen- | sent session had commenced with good auspices, 
tleman certainly could not mean him. and much cordiality, and he would be extremely 
` I mean ¢haé gentleman, Mr. Spacer, said Mr. | sorry to disturb its tranquility. 
Dayrox, pointing to Mr. Ames. He has accused| Mr. Maprson said that he felt sensibly the force 
me of “habits of jealousy.” ‘To this charge Mr. | of the remarks made by the gentleman who was 
D. rejoined with some warmth. Ie again de-| last up. In consequence of these remarks, he 
declared that he never would pledge himself to ap- | should be happy to withdraw his amendment. 
prove of the mission of Mr. Jay till he should learn | This was accordingly done. 

3p Cor.—29 
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a member of some one or other self-created society. 
Associations of this kind, religious, political, and 
philosophical, were to be found in every quarter 
of the Continent. The Baptists and Mcthodists, 
for example, might be termed self-created societies. 
The people called the Friends, were of the same 
kind. Every pulpit in the United States might 
be included in this vote of censure, since, from 
every one of them, upon occasion, instructions had 
been delivered, not only for the eternal welfare, 
but likewise for the temporal happiness of the peo- 
ple. ‘here had been other socicties in Pennsyl- 
vania for several purposes. The venerable Frank- 
lin had been at the head of one, entitled a society 
for political information, They had criminated 
the conduct of the Governor of this State and of 
the Governors of other States, yet they were not 
prosecuted or disturbed. There was, if he mistook 
not, once a society in this State, for the purpose 
of opposing or subverting the existing Constitu- 
tion. ‘They also were unmolested. If the House 
are to censure the Democratic socicties, they might 
do the same by the Cincinnati Society. It is out 
of the way of the Legislature to attempt checking 
or restraining public opinion. If the self-created 
societies act contrary to law, they are unprotected, 
and let the law pursue them. That a man is a 
member of one of these societies will not protect 
him from an accusation for treason, if the charge 
is well founded. If the charge is not well founded, 
if the societies, in their proceedings, kecp within 
the verge of the law, Mr. G. would be glad to 
learn what was to be the sequel? If the House 
undertake to censure particular classes of men, 
who can tell where they will stop? Perhaps it 
may be advisable to commence moral philosophers, 
and compose a new system of ethics for the citi- 
zens of America. In that case, there would be 
many other subjects for censure, as well as the self- 
created socictics. Land-jobbing, for example, has 
been in various instances brought to such a pass, 
that it might be defined swindling on a broad scale. 
Paper money, also, would be a subject of very 
tolerable fertility for the censure of a moralist. 
Mr. G. proceeded to enumerate other particulars 
on this head, and again insisted on the sufficiency 
of the existing laws for the punishment of every 
existing abuse. He observed, that gentlemen were 
sent to this House, nol for ihe purpose of passing 
indiscriminate votes of censure, but to legislate 
only. By adopting the amendment of Mr. Firz- 
simoxs, the [louse would only produce recrimi- 
nation on the part of the societics, and raise them 
into much more importance than they possibly 
could have acquired if they had not been distin- 
guished by a vote of censure from that House. 
Gentlemen were interfering with a delicate right, 
and they would be much wiser to let the Demo- 
cratic societies alone. Did the House imagine 
that their censure, like the wand of a magician, 
would Jay a spell on these people? It would be 
quite the contrary, and the recrimination of the 
societies would develope the propriety of having 
meddled with them at all. One thing ought never 
to be forgotten, that if these people acted wrong, 
the law was open to punish them; and if they did 


It was then proposed that the Committee of the 
Whole IJouse should rise, and report the draft 
of the Address as originally given in by the spe- 
cial committee, with the additional amendment 
that had been proposed by Mr. Davros, and 
adopted. 

Mr. Firzsiwons then rose and said, that it 
would seem somewhat incongruous for the House 
io present an Address to the Presipent which 
omitted all notice of so very important an article 
in his Speech as that referring to the self-created 
societies. Mr, F. then read an amendment, which 
gave rise to a very interesting debate. The 
amendment was in these words : 


“As part of this subject, we cannot withhold our re- 
probation of the self created socicties, which have risen 
up in some parts of the Union, misrepresenting the 
conduct of the Government, and disturbing the opera- 
tion of the laws, and which, by deceiving and inflaming 
the iguorant and the weak, may naturally be supposed 
to have stimulated and urged the insurrection.” 

These are “institutions, not strictly unlawful, 
yet not less fatal to good order and true liberty; 
and reprehensible in the degree that our system 
of government approaches to perfect political frec- 
dom. 

Mr. Gites stated at large his sentiments as to 
this expression in the Speech of the Pazsmenr 
about self-created societies. The tone of that pas- 
sage in the Speech had made a great deal of noise 
without doors, and it was likely to produce a con- 
siderable agitation within doors. [Here a motion 
was made for the rising of the Committee.] Mr. 
G. did not wish to press himsclf upon the attention 
of the Committee, but if they were disposed to 
hear him, he was prepared to procced. 

Mr. Sepewicx objected to the rising of the Com- 
mittee. The House had been often entertained and 
informed by the ingenuity of that gentleman, who 
was now prepared to address them. 

Mr. W. Sım considered it as opposite to the 
practice of the JJouse for a member lo move that 
a Committee should rise, at the very time when 
gentlemen had declared themselves ready to de- 
liver their sentiments. 

[it was repeatedly inquired from the Chair, by 
whom this motion was made. No answer was 
given; and it seemed to be the unanimous wish of 
the House that Mr, Gites should procecd, which 
he did.] Mr. G. began by declaring that, when 
he saw, or thought he saw, the Llouse of Repre- 
sentatives about to erect itself into an office of 
censorship, he could not sit silent. He did not 
rise with the hope of making proselytes, but he 
trusted that the fiat of no person in America should 
ever be taken for truth, implicitly, and without 
evidence, 

Mr. Ges next entered into an encomium of 
some length on the public services and personal 
character of the Present. He vindicated him- 
self from any want of respect or esteem towards 
him. He then entered into an examination of the 
propriety of the expression employed by the PrE- 
SIDENT, with regard to self-created societies. Mr. 
'G. said, that there was not an individual in Ame- 
rica, who might not come under the charge of being 
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not, they would care very little for a vote of that 
House. Why all this particular deviation from the 


| 


dom of the press; but would any one compare a 
regular town mecting where deliberations were 


common line of business to pass random votes of| cool and unruffled, to these societies to the noc- 


censure? 


The American mind was too enlightened ' turnal inectings of individuals, after they have 
z g , y 


to bear the interposition of this House, to assist | dined, where they shut their doors, pass votes in 


either in their contemplations or conclusions on 
this subject. Members are not sent here to deal 
out applauses or censures in this way. Mr. G. re- 
jected all aiming at a restraint on the opinious of 
private persons, As to the socicties themselves, 
Mr. G. personally had nothing lo do with them, nor 
was he acquainted with any of the persons concern- 
ed in their original organization. 

Mr. Lyman hoped that the member from Penn- 
sylvania would, upon reflection, withdraw his 
amendment, Mr. L. considered it to be as impro- 
per to pass a vote of censure, as it would be to 
pass a vote of approbation. fle did not wish to 
give printers an opportunity of publishing debates 
that had better be suppressed. Besides, where 
will this business of censorship end? 


societies at all. Some of them were perfectly sen- 
sible that they had gone too far. Ie should, there- 
fore, move that this Committee do now rise, and 
that the Chairman report the Address as it now 
stands. 

Mr. Tuarcuer hoped that his colleague would 
not insist on taking that question just now, before 
other gentlemen had an opportunity of delivering 
their sentiments. | 


Mr. Lyvav in reply, said that gentlemen were at : 


liberty, ın disenssing his motion, to tell their minds 
as to the self-created societies. 

Mr. Sepewicx requested that Mr. Lyman would 
take the motion out of the way. Mr. L. with- 
drew it. 

Mr. W. Stu then rose and entered at large 
into the subject. Lo said, that if the Committee 
withheld an expression of their sentiments in re- 
gard to the socictics pointed out by the PRESIDENT, 
their silence would be an avowed desertion of the 
Executive. Le had no scruple to declare that the 
conduct of these people had tended to blow up the 
insurrection. Adverting to Mr. Gives, he thought 
the asserlion of thal gentleman too broad, wlen he 
spoke of not meddling with the opinions of other 
than political societies. 

He considered the dissemination of impro- 
per sentiments as a suitable object for the public 
reprobation of that Mouse. Suppose an agricul- 
tural society were to’ establish itself, and under 
that title to disseminate opinions subversive of 
good order; the difference of a name should not 
make Mr. S. think them exempted from becoming 
objects of justice, Would any man say that the 
sole object of self-created societies has been the 
publication of political doctrines? The whole of 
their proceedings has been a chain of censures on 
the conduct of Government. If we do not sup- 
port the Presipent, tne silence of the House will 
be interpreted into an implied disapprobation of 
that part of his Speech. He will be left in a di- 
lemma. It will be said that he has committed 
himself. 

Mr. S. declared that he was a friend to the free- 


1 


Tt would be ' 
much better not to meddle with the Democratic : 


secret, and admit no members into their socicties, 
but those of their own choosing? Mr. S., by way 
of illustration, observed, that this House had never 
done much business after dinner. In objection to 
this amendment if had been stated, that the self- 
created societies would acquire importance from a 
vole of censure passed on them. They were, for 
his part, welcome to the whole importance that such 
a vote could give them, He complained in strong 
terms, of the calumnies and slanders which they 
had propagated against Government. Every gen- 
tleman who thought that these clubs had done 
mischief, was by this amendment called upon to 
avow his opinion. This was the whole. Mr. S. 
begged the Honse to take notice, and he repeated 
his words once or twice, that he did not mean to go 
into the constitution of these societies, or to say 
that they were illegal. The question before the 
House was not whether these societies were illegal 
ur not, but whether they have been mischievous in 
their consequences. 

Mr. McDowe.tt was of opinion that the term 
self-created societies, was too indefinite. He pro- 
fessed the hignest respect for the character of the 
Prestpenr; but he did not think that the proposed 
vote of censure would be any cligible proof of it. 
The House of Representatives were assembled not 
to volunteer in passing votes of reprobation on so- 
cieties or individuals, but to legislate. He wished 
that gentlemen, instead of losing their time on 
such frivolous and inflammatory amendments, 
would proceed to the proper business of the House. 
The gentleman from South Carolina seemed to 
be well acquainted with Democratic societies. It 
was very true that they had published resolutions 
reprobating the .Assumption business, and the sys- 
tem of Funding; but the rest of the people, as well 
as Democratic socictics, had very generally cen 
sured the Assumption and the Funding transact 
ions. He thought that some laws had been passed 
which answered no good purpose, nor indced any 
purpose, but that of irritating the public. The 
present amendinent, he considered as destructive 
not only to the intercourse of domestic society, 
but that it involved a prospect of throwing restraint 
upon the conduct of gentlemen in the [Mouse of 
Representatives. With the gentleman frum Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Gunes] he was satisfied that (he amend- 
ment, if adopted, would have no weight whatever 
with the citizens of the United States ; as they were 
too enlightened to accept of opinions from their 
Representatives. 

Mr. Tracy had imagined that no man would 
have the hardihood to come forward in that House 
and vindicate these societies. He quoted froin 
the remarks of Mr. McDowx tt, the words, “ your 
wanton laws, begotten in darkness, first raised insur- 
rection ,” and likewise some other words about the 
enormous expense of millions for the Western 
expedition. Mr. T., after reading these expressions 
from a memorandum, which he held in his hand, 
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declared his surprise, that a gentleman, whom he 
knew to possess the candor and good sense of the 
member from North Carolina, could suffer such 
language to escape him. He was certain that the 
gentleman, if he had not been somewhat in a hurry, 
never would have permitted these words to pass 
from his lips. 

Quitting this topic, Mr. T. said, that he would 
for his own part, be disposed to let these socictics 
alone, and leave them to the chastisement of their 
own consciences, If they were to say, “ Gentle- 
men, you, as tyrants, make laws, and slaves obey 
them,” I would answer, said Mr. T., © It is very 
rash. Think again, before you say this again. We 


believe that, from inadvertency, some things have | 


escaped from Democratic societies, which they 
had not well weighed, and which had a bad cflect 
on weak and ignorant people in the Western 
counties of Pennsylvania. You have seen the 
bad effects of your temerity. Take care before 
you publish any such thing again.” Mr. T. said, 
this ig all the length which we mean to go, and 
can anybody object to this? Tbe Democratic so- 
cietivs form but a very small portion of the people 
of America. Where is the barm in saying that 
one hundredth, or [ believe I might say, not more 
than one thousandth part of the citizens of the 
Tnited States have been mistaken, and that they 
have been imprudent in printing certain indiscreet 
resolutions? Mr. T. declared that if the Presi- 
pun had not spoke of the matter, he should have 
been willing to let it alone, because whenever a 
subject of that kind was touched, there were cer- 
tain gentlemen in that Monse who shook their 
hacks, like a sore-backed horse, and cried out The 
Liberties of the People! Mr. L. wished only that 


the House, if their opinions of these societies cor- | 


responded wilh that of the Prustpen, should de- 
clare that they had such an opiuion, This was 
quite different from attempting to legislate on the 
subject. Tas not the Legislature done so before? 
Is there any impropricty in paying this mark of re- 
spect to a man'to whom all America owes such in- 
delille obligations. He thought that this declara- 
tion from the House of Representatives would tend 
to discourage Democratie Societies, by uniting 
all men of sense against them, 
perhaps the member who spoke last, might. be con 
nece l with some of these societies, of which he en- 
turtained so favorable an impression. 


Mr. MeDowenn said, that he wanted the Mouse | 


to avoid quarrels, and to mind their proper busi- 
ness of legislation. He declared that he was not 
a member of any such society, Ue did not know 
that he had ever been in the company of any 
person who was a member of any of them. He 
was cven, he declared upon his houor, ignorant 
whether there were, or ever had been, any such 
societies in North Carolina, Me adverted to 
tne simile of the sore-backed horse, and said, | 
that he believed his back to have Deen rubbed : 
harder in the last war, than that of the gentleman. ! 
Ue imagined that these socicties had done both; 
good and harm, and again declared, that he could 
not consent to a vote of indiscriminate reproba- | 
tion, 


Mr. T. said, that ; 


| Mr Dayron was heartily for the amendment, 
‘ Ile observed that he wanted no evidence to satisfy 
i him as to the gentleman not being a member of 
‘any of these societies. If he had been connected 
with them, he would have known their principles 
i better than he seems to do Mr, D. said that 
‘many persons in New Jersey, who had been tho 
| must violent against the excise law were equally so 
' aginst the insurgents; and though their opinion 
ol the law itself was unaltered, which they made 
| no scruple of openly declaring, yet they did not, 
on that account, hesitate about marching agaiust 
the insurgents. They did not suppose that one 
l obnoxious statute was any reason for overturning 
the Federal Constitution. The murmurs against 
_ the excise Jaw in New Jersey had been converted 
' into universal silence, because no man would ven- 
‘ture to express his discontent at the hazard of be- 
: ing suspected of being a friend to the insurgents. 
| That the Democratic socicties had produced the 
| most mischievous eflects in the Western counties 
there could be no question. Letters had been re- 
lecived from officers in the Army, who were the 
most respectable characters, and who, from au- 
thentic information had affirmed the fact. It 
had been stated that these people would recrimi- 
nate upon the House, and it had even been hinted 
that their recrimmations might affect the Presi- 
penrv. hat man, said Mr. D., is above their 
„censure, He believed that if their censures had 
j any effect at all, it would be to do the Paesiventr 
“honor. 
i Mr. Nicutonas.—When we see an attempt made 
| 


in this Mouse to reprobate whole societies, on ac- 
count of the conduct of individuals, it may truly 
‘he suspected that some of the mewhers of this 
House have sore backs, The Presipenr has been 
apprized of the absurdity of making this a Legisla- 
tive business, Here Mr. N. read a passage irom 
“the Presipenr’s Speech, to show, that the notice 
taken of self-created socielics was not intended 
for a topic of discussion in that House. The pass- 
awe was expressly addressed to every description 
of citizens : 

“ And when in the calm moments of reflection, they 
ishall have retraced the origin and progress of the in 
smreetion, let them determine, whether it has been fo- 
“mented by combinations of men, who, careleas of con - 
: sequences,” ke, 

; Was this an address to the two Tfouses? Did 
this passage show that the PRESIDENT wanted 
j them to intermeddle ? Were they called upon to 

give an opinion? Where could be the pretence for 
, anything of this sort? The House have made acts. 
| The Democratic sociclies reprobate them, and 
l then the [onse reprobate the Democratic socie 
‘tics. When you first cut a man’s throat, and there- 
after call him a rascal, do you suppose that your 
accusation will affect the man’s reputation? The 
Ilouse, by passing this vole of censure, would make 
themselves a party, and lose a title to unsuspected 
confidence. Mr. N. declared, that for his own part, 
he never had any concern with these societies, nor 
ever to his knowledge had spent au hour with any 
person who was a member of them, He rather, 
if anything, despised them. . He had alway s thought 
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them the very worst advocates for the cause which 
they espoused; but he had come two huudred 
miles to legislate, and not fo reprobate private 
socictics. He was not paid by his constituents 
for doing business of that sort. The Presipent 
knew the business of the House better than to call 
for any such votes of censure. Tt was wrong to 
eondenin sovicties for particular acts. That there 
never should be a Democratical society in Ame- 
rica, said Mr. N., 1] would give my most hearty 
consent; but T cannot agree to persecution for the 
sake of opinions. With respect either to the pro 
pricty or the power of suppressing them, Mr. N. 
was in hoth cases equally of opinion that it was 
much better to let them alone. They must stand 
or fall by the general sentiments of the people of 
America. [Is it possible that these societies can 
exist, for any length of time, when they are of no 
real use to the country? No. But this amendment 
will make the people at large imagine that they are 
of consequence. 

Mr, Dayton said, that these societies had pro- 
duced the Western insurrection, and, therefore, the 
Committee were just as well entitled to institute an 
inquiry in this case, as formerly, regarding the 
failure of the expedition of General St. Clair. 

The Committee now rose, and reported progress, 
and had leave to sit again. 


‘Turspay, Noveinber 25. 

Another member, to wit: James GILLESPIE, 
from North Carolina, appeared, and took his scat 
in the House. 

Mr. Munnar, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to anthorize the Puestpent to call 
ant and station a corps of militia in the four West- 
ern counties of Pennsylvania, for a limited time; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

The House resolved iteelf into a Committec of 
the Whole House on the bill extending the privi- 
loge of franking to James Wuire, the Delegate 
from the Southwestern Territory, and making pro- 
vision for his compensation; and, after some time 
epent therein, the Cominittee rose, and reported 
an amendment, which was twice read, and agreed 
to by the louse. 

Ordered, That the said hill, with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow, 

Resolrel, That the Presipesr or tne Uxerep 
be requested to direct the proper officer 
to state to this House the difficulties and incon- 
veniences which have occured in the execution of 
the act cutitled © An act more effectually to provide 
for the national defence, by establishing an uniform 
Militia throughout the United States.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Moore and Mr. Gorvoy be 
appointed a committee to wait on the Presinext 
with the foregoing resolution. 

The following Message was reecived from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Lepresentotives , 
I lay before you a statement of the troop- in the ser- 
vice of the United States, which haz b'en submitied to 


me by the Secretary of War. Tt will rest with Con- 
gress to consider and determine whether further indueé- 
ments shall be held out for entering into the military 
gervice of the United States, in order to complete the 
establishment. authorized by law. 
G. WASHINGTON, 

Unirep Srates, Vovember 25, 1194. 

The said Message and statement were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 


THE PRESIDENTS SPEECH. 


The House went again into Committee of the 
Whole on the Address ty the Presipeyt and the 
amendment of Mr. Frrazsinoss—Mr. Coss in the 
; Chair, 

Mr. Murray said, that he did not altogether 
like the wording of the amendment now before 
the House. He had hoped that some modifica- 
i {ion of it would have been prepared by some of 
its friends; but as none was offered, and there was 
a call for the question, he would vote for it rather 
than against it, He said, that he had not been 
| personally attacked by any of the tribunals in 
question, and no further injured by their machina- 
tions than as he was a citizen of a free Republie, 
in whose prosperity be felt the closest possible 
| union, and in whose calamities he of course fell 
| great sympathy. Among the various sources of 

the late calamity, the Parsiext had traced and 
‘designated certain self-created societies, who had 

arrogated the management of public opinions and 
affairs, and whom he had declared to have been, 
in his opinion, instrumental in fomenting the late 
insurrection. Mr. M. confexsed that he had fear- 
ed, last winter, lest the disorganizing spirit which 
| had gone abroad in the shape of resolutions from 
| 


these societies, would have produced the effect 
ascribed to them by the Presinext. ‘The con- 
duct of the Democratie clubs, or those of them 
with which he had most acquaintance, appeared 
to him to have been instrumental to an event 
which threatened destruction to legitimate Go- 
vernment. Lf we believe this to be-the case, Mr. 
M. knew no motive, duty, or policy, which ought 
to restrain us at this period from saying thal we 
believe it, and from lamenting it. Our declaration 
will rather hold out a caution to the thought- 
less, than inflict legal penalties upon fheir follies. 
Tt will present to our fellow-citizens a memorable 
example of one source of error and political mis- 
fortune, by showing them the danger, which has 
already cost. above twelve hundred thousand dol- 
Ie could not sce any evil that was to result 
pression of the opinion of the House, 
lt had not the quali- 


lars, 

, from an ex 
by the proposed amendment. 

lty of law; for, ifa law were proposed for the abo- 
l ition of these gocictios, he would oppose it. This 
amendment to the Address would operate as an 

hadviee, Tt curtails not the right of a free press, 
which Mr M. held to be the luminary of the pub- 

llie mind, Ių would tend to excite a judicious and 
| salutary inquiry among many respecting the just 
thin which a virtuous and en- 

country would think 
Of the inutility and 
he had 


and true limits wt 
lightened well-wisher to our 
it safe to exercise this right. 
| danger of such sovicties iv this country. 
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little doubt. The scene of their hirth-place was! willing that he should do so, and, in the room of 
well adapted to the wholesome display of their | this motion, he would read another, for which he 
powers. In Franec, where a Despotism, impreg- | was indebted to a gentleman at his right hand, 
nable to public opinion, had reigned—where ng [Mr. B. Bourve.] 

channel opened a sympathy by Representation | The Committee consented. The former mo- 
with the great body of the nation—those sociclies | tion was withdrawn, aud the other was read. 
were admirably adapted to break down and sub | This was an ceho of that part of the Speech of 
vert the old bulwark of habitual authority. But the Presipenr which mentions self-created socie- 
in America the case was widely different. Look | ties. 

at the immense body of public functionaries, who| Mr. Carisrin then rose. Ie was sorry to dif- 
in this country are clected immediately by the, fer trom his worthy colleague, [Mr. Muuray,] ou 
people, or by their electors, in a Constitutional | tac question then before the Committee; and he 
mode, and say whether they are not adequate as | was doubly sorry to hear that gentleman la- 


functionaries to the public purposes of the coun- 
try. Including cvery description of Degislators, 
Councils, Governors, Courts, Jurors, and Sheriffs, 
there are above twelve thousand. Of these, more 
than cleven luudred are actual Legislators, be- 
sides the hundred in this louse, and those above 
stairs, These all act in the States, counties, town- 
ships, and hundreds, in separate but relative cir- 
cles, so as to preclude a partial attention to any 
one scene, to the exclusion of another. ‘The whole 
country is full of well constituted organs of the 
People’s will, Many of these Legislatures are in 
session twice a year, and all of them annually. 
We might be confused by their immense number, 
were they not so admirably dispersed over the 
Continent, and did they not move under the guid- 
ance of the laws, with the harmony of the spheres. 
Jt would not be casy to organize the nation into a 
more multifarious shape. 

The case maintained by Mr. Dayroy yesterday 
appeared to be strong, Ie said that we had in- 
quired into the defeat of St. Clair’s Army, and so 
we might into the causes of the insurrection. To 
point it out to a people so enlightened, will be to 
prevent it in future. If the House agree in opin- 
ion with the Presipent, they will speak their 
opinion, and do their duty, This declaration goes 
to the constituent body, throngh the Executive; 
and, while it gratifics their inquiry in a point of 
so much solicitude, it erects a warning beacon. 
It shows to them the stormy breakers which late- 
ly threatened the publie peace with shipwreck, 
and invites them to adhere to pilots of their own 
choosing, and to charts with which they are ac- 
quainted. 

Tf the Prarestpenr had not thought some of the ! 
societies instrumental in producing the late ca- 
lamity, they would not have attracted his notice, 
nor that of the House. lt is because they are be- 
lieved to have assisted and fomentcd the insur 
rection, that our conslituents ought to be warned | 
against them; and that another necessity for F 


erting their patriotism may be saved to those brave 
men who are at present encountering every diffi- 
culty in the West. These societies are not at- 
tended to, because, however offensive some of 
their proceedings aud doctrines may have been, 
yet the rights of the press ought not to be freely 
handled. 

Mr. Firzsimons had no violent predilection for 
any performance of his own. He had, therefore, 
to prevent so much disputing, prepared to with- 
draw his motion, provided the Committee be 


bor so strenuously to saddle a public odiu on 
some of the best citizens of the Stale which he 
represeuled. Mr. C. should uot lave risen on the 
present occasion, allhough he thought it an im- 
portant onc, had it not been to endeavor to rescue 
from public censure a society of gentlemen, who 
were described in the present amendment before 
the Committee, as objects of public opprebrium. 
Mr. C. alluded to the Republican Society of the 
town of Baltimore, If the present amendment 
took place, that society would be involved in ge- 
neral and undeserved censure. le would, there- 
fore, inform the House of what description of men 
the Republican Society of Baltimore consisted ; 
and then the Committee would be the best judges 
whether they ought to be rewarded in the manner 
in which the present amendment proposes. They 
are a society of gentlemen associated together 
for the purpose of diffusing political knowledgc 
throughout the State of Maryland, and to instruct 
their Representatives in Congress, and the Legis- 
lature of the State, in any point that they think 
necessary, and not for the purpose of sowing dis- 
sension among the citizens of America, or of cul- 
tivating dislike to the Union, or to the laws. This 
society consists of men whose characters are su- 
perior to any censure that might be thrown against 
them, by the mover of the amendment. But when 
Congress are about to cast an odinm on a partien- 
lar society, the members of which have every re- 
spect for that body, and have always inculeated 
obedience to the laws of the United States, Mr. 
C. left it to the Committee to determine whether, 
if they were themselves in the place of the Balti- 
more Society, they would not feel their sensibility 
materially wounded? Was not this returning good 
for evii? He again reminded the Committee, 
that the Republican Society at Baltimore was 
composed of a band of patriots, not the fair-wea- 
ther patriots of the present day, but the patriots of 
seventy five, the men who were not afraid to rall 

around the American standard, when that station 
was almost concluded to be a forlorn hope. They 
wore men who, with their persons and properties, 
had assisted to drive from the soil of America the 
present lawless disturbers of the world. Are these 
the men, asked Mr. C., who ought to have all this 
mass of Congressional odium cast upon them? 
l trust not, sir. I trust, that if particular gentle- 
men are illiberal enough so censure them, yet that 
this House will never agree to such iniquitous 
measures, What was the conduct of this society 
when the first news of the late insurrection reach- 
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ed them? Did they not, in the most painted man- 
ner, discountenance any such proceeding? Did 
they not refuse to correspond with any society that 
aided, or in any manner nhetted, the insurrection ? 
They did more. They offered their personal ser- 
vices to go and help to crush this commotion in 
the bud. Mr. C. subjoined that he would venture 
to sav, and at the same time he spoke within 
bounds, that oine-tenths of this society actually 
took up their muskets and marched into the field, 
for the above luudable purpose, and that numbers 
of them still continue there, and are the friends of 
pence and order, and not the disorganizers that the 
present amendment would wake them. Mr. C. 
appealed to the candor of the Committee to say. 
whether the Baltimore self-created Republican 
Society «vere the description of men whom the 
Prersiwevt, in his Speech, meant to describe, TIe 

sure it was uot. Therefore, why involve 
in this indiscriminate censure men who Dave de- 
served so well of their country? men who, iustead 
of having odium cast upon them, merit every 
praise which the Federal Government cau be- 
stow, For these, and some other reasons, Mr. C. 
declared that he should vote against the amend- 
ment, and he trusted that he should vote in the 
majority. 

Mr, Merray rose to explain. He did not mean 
this Society. It was the Philadelphia and Pitts- 
berg societies Mr, M. was acquainted with this 
society, aud had the greatest respect for them. As 
for ike members of the other societies, he was for 
gibbeting their principles only. 

Me. RUTHERFORD. —This alarm is owing to an 
Overgrown moneyed system, with which the pev- 
ple are not entirely ‘satisfied. But the money- 
holders nced not be afraid. The people will pay 
the public debt. Then why disturb the tranquility 
of the people? The Prestpent, in his Speech, 
points only at combinations over the mountains. 
As to the character of the Presipent himself, to 
praise him was like holding up a rush candle to 
let ws see the sun. I have know that man, said 
Mr. R., for these forty years, T have had the 
honor of serving under him in the last war, and 
of frequently executing his wise and noble orders. 
The member declared that this amendment could 
answer no purpose but. that of disturbing the pub- 
lie peace. IIe himself represented as respeerable 
a district as any in Virginia, and he had as good 
opportunities as any geutleman in that Honse to 
know the temper of Americans. They were firmly 
attached to the present Government, and the hold- 
ers of paper need not be so much afraid of Demo- 
eratic societies, for the people, to presérve the, 
tranquility, were delerinined to discharge the pub- 
He debt, no matter how it was contracted, znd, 
therefore, it would be much better not to harrasa 
the publie mind with amendments like that on the 
table. 

Mr. Gimes said, that he had an amendment to 
propose that would, he hoped, meet with the ap- 
probation of certain deseription of gentlemen in 
that Committee. His amendment was to strike 
out the words “self-created societies,” from the 
amendment of Mr. FITZSIMONS, and insert “the 


Democratic societies of Philadelphia, New York, 
and Pittsburg.” Gentlemen could then have 
some specific object at which they could say that 
their vote of censure was levelled; for the general 
expression of self-created, comprehended every so- 
cicty of any kind in the Union. For his own part, 
he was very far froin wanting to censure any sel of 
men for their political opinions. 

Mr. Parker seconded the motion for striking 
out, but he would not consent to the insertion pro- 
pose by Mr. Grues, 

Mr. Sevewick thought that the amendment 
stands better as it is at present. 

Mr. Vexarte said, that there was a paper on 
that table, (he referred to the letter trom Mr, ITA- 
MILTON to the Presipext,) which showed that 
the combinations in the western counties began 
their existence at the very same time with the 
Excise law itself. It was, therefore, entirely im- 
proper to ascribe them to Democratie societies, 
Should Government, said Mr. V., come forward 
and show their imbecility by ceusurmg what we 
cannot punish? The people have a right to think 
and a right to speak. Iam not afraid to speak my 
sentiments, Tan not afraid of being called a dis- 
organizer, Tam, as much as any gentleman in this 
Committee, a friend to regular government, 

Mr. Dexter believed that such sovioties wero, in 
themselves, wrong, but he was still not fur makine 
Jaws against them. He had, however, numerons 
objections to their conduct. One of these was, 
that they creeted themselves into a model for the 
rest of their fellow citizens to copy. The great 
principle of Republicanism was, that the minority 
should submit to the will of the majority. But 
these people have elevated themselves into tyrants. 
Such societies are proper in a country where Go- 
verninent is despotic, but it is improper that such 
societies should exist in a free country like the 
United States, and hence Mr. D. was a friend to 
the amendment proposed by Mr, Frrastwons, It 
had been said, that it was unusual to give opin- 
ions of this kind, but, in reality the Honse were 
in the prictiee of expressing their sentiments on 
matters of that sort, in such addresses as tho one 
now before them. Mr. D. was decidedly against 
the amendment of the amendment proposed by Mr. 
GILES. 

Mr. Nrcworas,—Gentlemen have brought us 
into a discussion, and then say we mnst decide as 
they please, in deference to the Presmmewt. This 
is the real ground and foundation of thcir argu- 
ments, But who started this question? If the 
gentlemen have brought themselves into a difli- 
culty with regard to the Presmernt, by their par- 
ticipation in proposing votes of censure, which 
they cannot carry through, they have only to blame 
themselves. Is it expected, said Mr. N., that I mn 
to abandon my independence for the sake of the 
Presiwexr? He never intended that we should 
take any such notice of his reference to these so- 
cieties; but if the popularity of the PRESIDENT 
has, in the present case, been committed, let those 
who have hatched this thing, and who have brought 
it forward, answer for the consequences. This 
whole question turns upon a matter of fact, which 
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ought to be proved viz: Have the Democratie 
socielics been one sof the principal causes of the 
Western insurrection? This is a matter of fact, 
or otherwise, and, jt depends upon direct evidence. 


But, how do gentlemen handle ‘this question? ‘ 


They digress into abstract propositions. a thing 
never heard of before, where a matter of fact was 
to be proved. L say, where direct proof is wanted, 
we sec gentlemen standing on the floor for half au 
hour together, without attempting to advance a 
single fuet in support of their assertions; yet this 


is the only admissible kind of evidence that the’ 


societies are from their nature unfriendly to the 
Federal Government, 

Mr. N. then adverled to a remark which had 
been made, that libels were daily proseented in this 
country, from which it was inferred that calum- 
nious attacks on Government were the just objects 
of reprehension. Mr. N. said, thet the comparison 
was not fiir, because in a case of libel, the parties 
acensed have a proper opportunity to defend them- 
selves. Have these people here, (the Democratie 
societies) any such opportunity? Tt has been al- 
leged, as a crime against them, that they have 
never ouee published any approbation of any mea- 
sure of Government. Mr. N, argued that this 
arose from the very nature of their institution, 
which was to wateh the errors of the Legislature 
and Txecutive, and point out to the public what 
they considered tu be mistakes. Faults were the 
only kind of facts whieh they were in quest of. 
Here Mr. N. drew a material distinction. If these 
societics had censured every proceeding of Govern- 
ment, there would have been the greatest reason for 
tahing some measures. But what was the case? 


As to an immense number of the proceedings of 


the Executive and Legislature, they had taken no 
notice whatever. 

Mr. SEDGWICK thought that the PRESIDENT 
would have been defective in his duty, had he 
omilted to mention what he reliziously believed 


erecting an oppressive aristocracy, and a paper 
nobility, There is not a man among them, who 
is able to write, and who does not know that these 
assertions are false. As to the assumption of the 
debts of individual States, it has been suid that this 
measure was undertaken for the purpose of making 
up a large debt. There was no such thing. Be- 
fore the adoption of the new Constitution, of which 
Mr. S. considered the Funding and Assumption 
Systems to be essential preliminaries, the eredit 
and commerce of America were declining or gone. 
The States were disagreeing at home, and the 
American name was disgraced abroad. It was 
not io be supposed that every one of the measures 
of the new Government could please every body. 
| Among the rest, excise was objected to in both 
l iJouses of Congress; but at last the good sense of 
‘the people acquiesced. At this crisis, u foreign 
| agent (Genet) landed at Charleston. On his way 
i 

| 

| 

l 

I 

| 

l 


to this city, he was attended by the hosannahs of 
all the disaffected. He did the utmost mischief 
that was in his power; and in consequence of his 
efforts, Democratic societies spruny up. Mr. S. 
here gave a particular account of sume proceed- 
ings of a society in Virginia, of more than usual 
boldness. He quoted some of their expressions re- 
lative to a very illustrious character, the PRESIDENT, 
and added that perhaps the individuals who eom- 
posed this society were in themselves too despi- 
: cable to deserve any notice in this place. Le did 
| not know whether they were or not, [Mr. S. was 
| here interrupted by a member from Virginia, and 
, an explanation ensued] 

| He then returned to the subject of excise. He 
; said that it was to be noticed, and he proglaimed 
‘jt here, that antecedent to the Democratic societies 
i making their appearance, the flame of discontent 
i seemed smothered. But these men told the people 
| that they would be slaves, Was not this wrong ? 
| Ther should have told what was well douc as well 
From Portland, in Maine. to the other 


as ill done. 


to be true, viz: that the Democratie sovieties had ! end of the Continent, have they ever approved of 
in a great measure originated the late disturbances. | one single act? They have scrutinized with eagle 
hi wes the indispensable duty of the Persmevr to! eyes into every fault. Whom are we to trast, 


speak as he had spoken. ‘The present amendment, 
[of Mr. Firgsiagons] would have a tendeney tw 
plunge these societies into contempt, and to ‘sink 
them still further into abhorrence and detestation. 
Ne pronouuced them to be illicit combinations. 
Mne sentleman [Mr. Ntcvoras] tells you, that he 
despises them most heartily. “Another [Mr. LY- 
MAN] says that they begin to repent. Will the 
American people perversely propose to shoulder and 
holster up these despised and repenting societies, 
which are now tumbling into dust and contempt? 
Their conduct differed as far from a fair and hon- 
orable investigation, as Christ anl Belial. They 
were men prowling iu the dark, God is my judge, 
said Mr. N. that E would not wish to cheek a fair 
d'acussion. 

One gentleman |Mr. McDowenz] had told the 
Committee, that the Assumption aud Funding 
transactions were a cause of publie discontent. It 
has been the trick of these people to make this 
assertion, They have said that the Funding Sys- 


tem! is a mass of favoriiism, for the purpuse of | 


‘them, or the man that, more than any other human 
‘man ever did, possesses the affection of a whole 
| people? The question is, shall we support the 
, Constitution or not? 

Mr. McDowrs. rose to make an apology for 
‘some words which had escaped him the day bo- 
| fore. He did not expect to have been so smartly 
| handled. He had been forcibly strack at the time, 
[ant lad spoken from a momentary impulse. In 
| 
i} 
| 
[i 


substance, however, he adhered to all his former 
allegations. He still persisted in believing that the 
excise laws were shapen in darkness. He apolo- 
gized for some part of his heat, from having seen 
and suffered so much by despotic Government du- 
ring the last war in which this gentleman supported 
the character of a brave and able officer, 

Mr. HeLuovse approved of the amendment ag 
| proposed by Mr. Frrasimovs. Constituents made 
i no scruple to tell Representatives of their faults, 

and he saw no reason why Representatives might 
| noi tell constitueuts of theirs? The resolutions 
of Demveratic societies printed in newspapers, had 
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spirited up the people in the Western counties to | feel to this species of censorship. 


resistance. They had weakly fancied that the 
American nation would not stand by iheir Consti- 
tution and their Presrpenr. But for the publica- 
tion of these resolutions, there would have been 
no insurrection. This was piece of information 
which the 
toknow. [twas the duty of that House to let them 
know it. The Presipeyr had done his duty. Mr. 
H. did not consider the amendment of Mr. Frrz- 
SIMONS as an indiscriminate censure levelled at 
these societies; he thought it only a suitable an- 
swer to a part of the Presmenr’s Speech, 

Mr. Parken concluded this long debate hy the 
followiny remarks He did not think that Demo- 
cratic socinties were so far to blame as had been 
imagined, Me suspected that the Presrorxt him- 
self, for whose character and services he felt as 
much respect and gratitude as any man in Arne- 
rica, had been misinformed on this point. It would 
be ahsurd to say, that the Western disturbances 
originated from the publications of Democratic 
societies, if it could be proved to the satisfaction 
af the committee, that such disturbances had be- 
gun, long before any of the associations alluded to 
had a being. To prove this position, Mr. P. de- 
sired that the Clerk might read a passage from the 
ictter on that affair, written by Mr. Hamilton, and 
which has already Leen published in all the news- 
papers, The Clerk accordingly read a part of the 
letter, from which Mr. P. inferred that his inference 
was incontestable, aud he then stated the absurdity 
of making the Democratic publications the origin of 
a discontent which cxisted before them. le was 
satisficd that the Prusmenr did not wish this 
thing echoed; and that he would entirely disap- 
prove of the proposed persecution. Mr.’ P. said, 
that he liad the honor of being an honorary mem- 
ber of a Democratic socicty. Personally he knew 
nothing of the gentlemen, but he understood that 
they were respectable characters; and that they 
were friends to good order and the Federal Go- 
verament, there could be no question, for when 
the Embargo was laid last spring, and some ves- 
sels had been attempting to get off, these vigilant 
citizens armed and embodicd themselves and pre- 
vented the execution of the design. With all his 
respect for the Presipent, he was not to give up 
his opinions for the sake of any man. Ie was 
convinced that all this violent declamation and 
irritation in the House would do a great deal of 
mischief, and would have an effect exactly the re- 
verse of what was designed by the amendment as 
it first stood. A gentleman [Mr. Dexter) had 
spoken of town meetings, as the proper vehicles 
for the communication of political ideas, and had 
drawn a comparison between these and Demo- 
cratic societies. Mr. P. requested that it might be 
noliced, that in the Southern States there neither 
were nor could be such things as town meetings, 
because the population was too thin and too wide. 
ly scattered. They were, therefore, to make the 
best of it which they could, and meet and delibe- 
rate, no matter where, whenever they found a con 
venient opportunity. Mr. P. expressed, in strong 
terms, the aversion that his constituents would 
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[H. ov R. 
He concluded 
with these words: “They love your Government 
much, but they love their independence more.” 

The question was then called for on striking out 
the word, “self-created” from the new amendment 
of Mr. Firzsimoss. For the amendment of Mr. 
Ginrs, ayes 47, noes 45. This amendment, was, 
therefore, adopted. 

Mr. Gines then proposed an amendment, after 
the words, “ combinations of men,” by adding, “in 
the four Western counties of Pennsylvania,” 

Mr. Tlantzey said, that the gentleman should 
have added, “and a counly in Virginia.” his 
amendinent of Mr. Ginrs was rejected, 

The Committee now rose ‘and 
amendments to the ITouse. 


reported the 


Wepnrspay, November 26, 


An engrossed bill, extending the privilege of 
franking to James Wine, the Delegate fron the 
Southwestern Territory, and making provision for 
his compensation, was read the third time, and 
passed, 

The Speaker laid bofore the Mouse a Letter, 
signed Oliver Wolcott, jr., on behalf of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, accompanied with estimates 
of the sums necessary to be appropriated for the 
service of the year 1795; also statemenis of the 
application of certain sums of money granted by 
law; which were read, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to a Committce of the Whole House, 

A motion was made and seconded that the 
House do come to the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring 
in a bill to increase the pay, and regulate the other ale 
lowances hereafter to be given to non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, of the troops on the 
Mililary stablishment of the United States, and of the 
Militia, when called into actual service, and to ascertain 
the time when the pay of the Militia shall, in futuro, 
commence ; and to make farther and more ample pro- 
vision for the pay of the Militia on the prescot expedi- 
tion to Fort Pitt ;” 

Ordered, That the said motion be referred to the 
committee appointed to prepare and report a plan 
for the betler orgauizing, arming, and disciplining 
the militia of the United States. 

The ITouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to authorize the Pre- 
sibeNT (o call out and station a corps of militia in 
the four western counties of Pennsylvania, for a 
limited time; and, after some time spent tnerein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committce had 
liad the said bill under consideration, and made 
several amendments thereto; which were severally 
twice read, and agreed to by the louse. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, he engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

THE PRESIDENTS SPEERCIL 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday from the Committee of 
the Whole IIouse, to whom was referred the Ad- 
dress to the Pursmunt or tir Uxirep Srares, in 
answer to his Speech to both Houses. 
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The Speaxen read that amendment, in which the 
words self-created societies and had been yesterday 
expunged, after a long debate, and upon the 
motion of Mr. GILES, from an amendment of Mr. 
FITZSIMONS. 

A panse of a few minutes ensued. At last Mr. 
Davros rose and said, that if nobody else would 
make the motion he should make it, for replacing 
the words self-created societies and in the amend- 
ment to the Address. . 

Mr. Reruenroro declared that he would op- 
pose these words to tho last. if the Democratic 
societies spoke nonsense, people would despise 
them. If they spoke otherwise, the people would 


esteem them, in defiance of any vote of censure of 


that [louse. The people do not look on them with 
a great deal of reverence, but still they wish to 
hear them. By the turn which the debate has 
now taken, if any man is in favor of these societies, 
the President is drawn aoross his face, All the 
jealousics with regard to the attachment of the 
people are mere nonsense. In the district which 
Mr. R. represents, there was not a single Demo- 
cratic society. But these societies contaia many 
valuable and excelent characters. It answers no 
purpose, then, to pass votes of this kind. Perhaps 
Democratic socictics have sometimes done wrong, 
but this was not a proper foundation for condemn- 
ing them in whole. Every Government under 
Heaven hath a tendency to degenerate into tyran- 
ny. Let the people thon speak out. Why not let 
them speuk oul? What occasion is.there for all 
this alarn among the stockholders? A man falls 
froin his horse, and, while stunned by the blow, 
he says to his neighbor, is not the universe fallen? 
Just so the paper-holdors havo got 2 small alarm 
about their stock on account of this war, and in 
thoir fright imagine that the Continent is ready 
for an insurrection. TIe repeatedly observed, in 
the course of his remarks, that the country was in 
a state of the greatest prosperity and tranquility, 
if gontlumen would not rouso them with tho pre- 
sent idle motion, from which he boded no good 
a ia He repeatedly affirmed that all was 
well, 

Mr. Dayron inquired whether all could be well, 
when it had been requisite to raiso an army of fif- 
teen thousand men to quell a rebellion? Was ita 
mark of that universal tranquility and satisfaction 
of which the gentleman spoke, that an hundred 
and fifty men were now prisoners, and about to be 
tricd for high treason? Could all be well in a 
country from whence large bodies of men had lately 
fled in a state of rebellion? He understood that 
the Democratic societies had been given up by all 
the members, as at any rate contemptible and use- 
lesa, if not pernicious. 

Mr. Gimes declared that he felt his situation cx- 
tremely delicate. Ou one hand it was highly 
painful to differ from the gentlemen on the other 
side of the question, It was likewise extremely 
disagreeable to be engaged in saying anything that 
might seem to thwart the sentiments of the Pus- 
BIDENT, or imply any want of deference or polite- 
ness for so eminent a character. He had cn- 
deayored to show that the Presipent really never 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


President's Speech. 


{Novemner, 1794. 


wanted or wished for any echo of this paiure, 
and he was still convinced that such was the fact. 
[le was desirous fur conciliation, but he never 
could attempt to purchase it, by an abandonment 
of opinion, without conviction that he was wrong. 
He now saw evidently that conciliation could not 
be obtained. Ile had done everythi in *his 
power to oblain the best information. » had 
listened attentively to all sides, aud if conviction 
had come home to his mind, he would lave an- 
nounced the alteration of his sentiments. There 
was one circumstance in particular wich pul- 
suaded him that the arguments employed on the 
opposite side were erroncous, which was, that gen- 
tlemen, who on other topics had been cheur and 
logical, could not, on this subject, bring uae nselves 
to any definite construction. At the same time, 
after hearing so many cloquent harangue» for two 
days past, he could not suspect them for any want 
of natural ingenuity. One member, [Mr. Mur- 
RAY,] had inveighed against all societies, but when 
pushed hard, he excepted the Republicau Society 
of Baltimore. A gentleman from Massachusetts 
had included them akl in one general sweep of 
reprobation, [Here Mr. Vexrer rose, and m- 
quired if Mr. Gines meant him, He received for 
answer that he was not meant. Mr. SEDGWICK 
was the gentleman referred to, and he explained 
that al the societies of this sort which he ever 
heard of had done mischief; and as to the Balti- 
more Republican Society, he learned yesterday 
for the first tine, that such a body hal au exist- 
ence. Further about them he could not say.) 
After this interruption, Mr. Ginrs reverted to an 
examination of what had fallen from Mr. Mun- 
nav. ‘That gentleman had declared that he would 
dress the press. [Iere Mr. Murray stopped Mr. 
Gunns by denying that he ever said any such 
thing.] “Mr. Gies declared that he was sorry if 
he had misquoted him. Lfe should be happy to 
be interrupted by any member whoin be might 
happen to misquote. Te was glad to be set right. 
Mr. Murray then repeated the words which he 
had used, or rather part of them. Mr. M. said, 
that he was sorry for having expressed himself in 
such a way as to be liable to be misinterpreted, 
but sometimes it was difficult to avoid an am- 
biguity or incompletencss of expression. [In the 
notes of the reporter of the sketch of yesterday, 
the whole sentence as pronounced by Mr Murray, 
stands as follows: “ Tho rights of the press ought 
not to be freely handled. The probe that would 
reach the bottom of the sore, might give a spasin 
to the finest nerve in the organs of freedom We 
may point out the sore to our constituents, and 
though it might be an empiricism to cut it out, we 
may give it an emollient dressing, and trust to the 
soundness of the National Constitution, and the 
regimen of reflection for the cure.” We havo here 
inserted this passage of Mr. Murray's speech of 
yesterday, in justice to that gentleman, because it 
seemed evident this day, that he himself could not 
distinctly recollect it; and on this passage it was 
that Mr. Gies founded his affirmation that Mr. 
Murray wanted to dress the press.] 

Mr. Gives proceeded to draw a parallel between 
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what is now endeavored to he done in the Mouse ! 
of Representatives, and what has lately heen done | 
in France. When once the business of denuneia- 

tion begins, nobady ean tell where it will end. 

Robespierre, its great progenitor, has been its vic- 

tim, and who can tell what kind of retorts may 

heesattempted in America, The idea is not new; 

and has always, in the end, led to the destruction 

of the parties who were its authors. Mr. G. then 

adverted to the style of cloquence that has lately 

been introduced into this place. We have had 

two days of declaination. Looking at Mr. Sepe 

wick, he said, that one would think Demosthenes 

and Cicero had risen from the dust, and revisited 

this carth to inculcate their favorite maxim of 
Actio! Actio! We was sorry to say, what he 

fearcd was truc, that there was at least as much 

personal irritation, as deliberate judgment, em- 

ployed on this question, and more he doubted of ! 
the former than of the latter, 

The Ilouse had proposed to denounce the Demo- 
cratic societies. Tt was impossible to see where 
such a business might end; perhaps the Democrats, 
when they gol uppermost, would denounce the 
anli-Democrats, Mr. G. said that he employed 
this lust term, because the term of Aristocrats 
would, he believed, be unacceptahle to every party 
in the Union. The present amendment con- 
founded the innocent with the guilty. Many 
brave men had stepped forward from these societics 
on the present occasion. Tndeed there were no 
proofs that any members of these societies had 
been guilty. The Baltimore Republican Society 
were among the very first who took up arms to 
suppress the insurrection, and, if Mr. G. was not 
misinformed, many of the Philadelphia Demo- 
erats had done the same. The impropriety, there- 
fore, of this vote of censure, would strike all 
America. Mr. G. remarked, that he would be 
very glad to know what Congress would say to 
any gentleman, a member of a Democratic so- 
ciety, who had gone to suppress the Western in- 
surrection. He wished for leave of the Commit- 
tee to personify such a man. “Tam,” said he, “a 
member of a Democratic society. I am likewise 
a member of a Republican socicty. The moment 
that £ heard of the Western insurrection, } took 
up my musket as a voluntecr, and marched three 
hundred miles to suppress the insurrection.” Mr. 
G. could give the address, but he was altogether at 
a loss for what sort of answer could be made to 
such a gentleman. It had been said, that when 
people censured the House, that the House were 
entilled to return the compliment by censuring 
them. This position Mr. G. denied. No, sir, said 
he, the public have a right to censure us, and we 
have not a right to censure them. We have a 
title, as individuals, but when we undertake this 
business in the shape of a Legislative body, we 
are as much a self-created socicty, as any Demo- 
cratic club in the Union. We are neither au- 
thorized by the Constitution, nor paid by the citi- 
zens of the United States, for assuming the office 
of censorship. Look into the Constitution. We 
are authorized to legislate, but will gentlemen 
show me a clause authorizing us to pass votes of 


censure, or, above all, to pass votes of censure and 
reprobation on our constituents? Sir, if such a 
clause had been inserted in the Constitution, it 
never would have gone through. The people never 
would have suffered it. Mr. G. here enlarged on 
the impropricty of wasting the time of the Com- 
mittee and the treasure of the United States on 
three or four words of an Address. It was said, 
that this was a delicate subject. Why, then, med- 
dle with it? We are leaving the majesty of the 
people behind us by this kind of trifling. Gentle- 
men express their attachment to the liberty of the 
press, and they affirm that by this vote of censure 
they will not encroach upon it. The distinction 
is extremely minute between the office of a cen- 
sor and that of a legislator, It is likely that they 
may be very soon confounded together. 

Mr, G. requested gentlemen to look at the obvi- 
ous couseyuences of what they were doing. It 
had been said that this vole of censure would sink 
the societies—they were tumbling into dust and 
contempt. Why, in the newspapers of this very 
morning, a meeting was advertised for to-morrow 
night. This was the natural progress of things. 
Iere Mr. G. explained the apparent prospect that 
the newspapers will presently be suffocated with 
columns of votes, resolutions, and epistolary lum- 
ber of all sorts. Me then stated an important dis- 
tinction. Many people who condemn the pro- 
ceedings of the Democratic societies, yet will not 
choose to see them divested of the inalienable 
privilege of thinking, of speaking, of writing, and 
of printing, Persons may condemn the abuse in 
exercising a right, and yet feel the strongest sym- 
pathy with the right itself Are not Muir and 
Palmer, and the other martyrs of Scotch despot- 
ism, toasted from one end of the Continent to the 
other? And why is it so? These men asserted 
the right of thinking, of speaking, of writing, and 
of printing. Yet even their treatment, shocking 
as it was, did not come quite up to that proposed 
in the Committee for the Democratic societies ; 
for even these people had at least the semblance 
of a trial, but the Democratic societies have not 
even that. There is only one paper on the table that 
brings any evidence on the subject, and that paper 
expressly tells us that the seeds of the Western in- 
surrection were planted by the very first introduc- 
tion of the Excise law, that is to say, some years 
before the Democratic societies had a being. The 
Excise and the opposition to it began together. 
The Democratic societies, when they heard of 
the insurrection, concurred in a most explicit re- 
probation of it, and published their resolutions to 
that purpose, Mr. G. said that he himself could 
not be said to have an aversion to excise, for he 
had been a friend to the principle, and had only 
voted against the law itself, because it was not 
restricted to a limited time. Mr. G. said, that he 
had been an object of calumny, misrepresentation, 
and abuse; but this should not hinder him from 
proceeding in the direct lino of conscious recti- 
tude. He should always preserve that dignity of 
conduct, to treat abuse with silent contempt. 

I have been, said Mr. G., and I siill am dissatis- 
fied with the Funding System. Its object, at first 
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was to divide the people of the United States into 
two classes, debtors and creditors. Let us have 
the privilege of honestly paying this Debt. This 
is the sore, and it is no wonder if the patient some- 
times winces under it. Pay off the Public Debt, 
and I assure you that my censures of Government 
shall be at an end, Mr. G. said, that he had felt 
a pain in differing from the gentlemen on the 
other side of the question. He pressed the idea 
upon their attention. He quoted that passage in 
the Speech which has already been cited, in a 
former sketch of this debate, by Mr. Nicnoxas, 
and where the Present addresses himself to 
every description of citizens. Mr. G. inferred that 
the Presmenr did not wish ‘Congress to inter- 
meddle in the business. It was not them, but the 
people to whom he addressed himself, and whom 
he wished to become censors, He was, therefore, 
consistent with the Presmenr; but, even had he 
differed from so great an authority, he enjoyed 
the consolation of having come forward to oppose 
the very first step made in America to curb public 
opinion. Jt had yesterday been alleged, as the 
very worst trait in the character of Democratic 
societies, that they began their business after 
dinner, bolted their doors, and voted in the dark. 
This was a very alarming and detestable species 
of conduct! Whether the accusation were true, 
or not, Mr. G. could not tell from personal know- 
ledge, for he knew nothing about these societies, 
but from report. But, Mr. Chairman, (pointing 
to the roof of the room,) is there no other place 
where people bolt their doors, and vote in the 
dark? Ts there not a branch of our Legislature 
which transacts its business in this way? And, 
while things are so, does it become us to censure 
other people for voting in the dark? We have 
been drawn into this thing as a point of deference 
and politeness to the Presipenr; and, because 
nothing could give Mr. G. greater pain than even 
an appearance of differing from the PRESIDENT, 
he could wish that nothing of this kind should 
appear upon the Journals, but that an explicit vote 
might be avoided by the previous question. He 
had wished for an accommodation, but gentlemen 
had gat on the pressing system, and nothing less 
than all which they wanted would content them. 
No accommodation was, in their eyes, admissible. 

Mr. G. concluded his speech by declaring, that 
if he had, upon the present occasion, overstepped 
the bounds of his habitual calmness, he was sorry 
for it, and wished to apologize to the Committee ; 
but that his warmth arose from his profound as- 
tonishment at. the imprudence of agitating the 
present amendment. Whatever might be the style 
of his delivery, he had not uttered a single idea 
which was not produced by deliberate reflection 
and by honest conviction. 

Mr. Bouvinor thought that speakers had wan- 
dered from their proper line of argument. If any 
bystander had come into the House, to hear the 
debates of this day, without a previous knowledge 
of the point in dispute, it would have been impos- 
sible for him even to conjecture what question was 
before the Committee. Tt had been said, that we 
ought not to censure where we cannot punish. 


By the same rule, we ought not to approve where 
we cannot reward, It was urged, that, if Demo- 
cratic societies are unlawful, we ought to punish 
them; but, if otherwise, we ought to let them 
alone. Mr. B. denied this axiom. Many things 
were extremely deserving of censure, which it 
was impossible to punish. He stated, as a pbint 
in law, that if a person were to call him a rascal 
and a villain, an action would not lie, unless he 
could specify an injury suffered by this assertion. 
He employed as an argument, against the whole . 
opposition to the original amendment, that no so- 
cieties were included in this censure but such as 
were guilty, Self-created societies had done such 
and such a thing; but the Presipenr neither said, 
nor intended to say, nor was it possible to misin- 
terpret his words into an intention of saying, that 
all self-created societies had been partners in ex- 
citing the Western insurrection. The amendment, 
therefore, included nothing like an indiscriminate 
censure, for it was levelled only at the guilty. The 
whole reasoning, therefore, of the gentleman, on 
the opposite side of the question, was entirely out 
of place. Gentlemen proceeded upon an utter mis- 
application. It was asked, what good would follow 
from this vote of censure? Mr. B. foresaw sub- 
stantial advantages. It would operate as a warn- 
ing, both to the societies themselves and to other 
citizens of the United States. 

Mr. Scorr and Mr. Ames were both up at the 
same time. The latter gentleman immediately sat 
down. Mr.S. began by observing, that he had lived 
for twenty-five years in the very midst of the 
place (Washington county) where the insurrection 
broke out. He knew that there were self-created 
societies in that part of the country, and he like- 
wise knew that they had inflamed the insurrec- 
tion; for some of the leaders of those societies had 
likewise been the leaders of the riots. The Speech 
of the PRESIDENT, and the Letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, were in every particular, 
strictly true. Mr. S. himself, who was in the 
very midst of the scene, could not have given a 
more candid and accurate account of it, than that 
of the Presinert and Mr. Hamuton. Whether 
other Democratical societies, besides those in the 
four Western counties had assisted in kindling 
the disturbances, Mr. S. could not say. Their 

ublications we have all seen. Further, Mr. 8. 

new nothing, and thus far every member knew 
as much as himself. Before he sat down, there 
was one point which he anxiously pressed upon 
the House, and this was, that these deluded people 
were objects of real pity. They were, in the first 
place, grossly ignorant, and they had been per- 
suaded, by an utmost diligence of situation, that 
the American Government was, even in theory, 
the very worst in the world; and next, that, in 
practice, it was executed much worse than any 
other government undér the sun, Mr. S. ob- 
served, that when people had got this length in 
absurdity, it was not difficult to make them fight 
against such a Government. 

Mr. Ames began with expressing his pleasure 


that he had sat down to give way to Mr. Scorr - 


to speak ; but this every one must sce was attend- 
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ed with a personal sacrifice : and it was manifestly 
a disadvantage to bring forward his observatiuns 
immediately after those of that gentlanan, because 
they were too remarkable for their pertinence and | 
strength to encourage the altempts of their oppo- | 
nents to invalidate, or his own to enforce them. 

He requested Mr. GiLes, and he urged it strongly 
on the louse, to consider maturcly how large a 
part of the argument he had to answer. Mr. GILES 
had been occupied in refuting what nobody had 
asserted, and in proving what nobody had denied. ! 
It would appear to every persou. at a glance, that, 
after so large a deduction should be made, the ad- ' 
vovale of the amendment would be lett almost ! 
wilhout an adversary. 

Ue observed, it would be amusing, and not with- 
out ifs uses, to turn a moment froin the debate, to 
inquire what would be said of yesterday's deci- 
sion. Fame already bears it on all her wings, and 
proclaims it with all her tongues, that Congress 
has been engaged in trying the Democratic clubs ; 
and curiosity stands a tiptoe on all our Post Roads | 
for the answer, which is already gone forth. | 
Forty-seven members were for the clubs, and} 
forty-live against them, so that the clubs gained 
the victory. 

Is this true? Idare appeal, (said Mr, Auxs,) 
to you, sir, and to every other patriotic bosom. 
that it is not trve ; a large majority, and I may 
even say, with pride and pleasure, almost all the 
members who hear me, despise and abominate the 
clubs as sincerely as the words of the PRESIDENT'S ; 
Specch, the answer of the Senate, his reply to 
them, or the amendment now before us can im- 
ply it. 

Mow happens it, that the real sentiments of the . 
Ifouse are so much misrepresented by the vote? | 
I shall be pardoned if 1 undertake to explain this 
enigma. Two reasons have beon suggested in 
private conversation, as well as in debate, which 
will account for the vote of yesterday, and which, ! 
on being stated and re-examined, will afford good | 
cause for changing it to-day. The first is, that we | 
have nothing to do with the clubs. We hold 
them in too much contempt to have anything to: 
say to them, or about them. They are not worth 
notice. ‘This contempt had the appearance yes- 
terday of countenauce and patronage. 

The other motive suggested is, if the words self | 
created socicties should be struck out, the amend- ' 
ment will still contain the substance of the propo- 
sition contended for; which is to reprobate the 
combinations of men against law. This deserip 
tion will include the clubs, as well as any other 
wicked combinations that have had any agency in 
the insurrection. | 

Ilow far the one or the other of these motives | 
ought to influence those who have entertained 
them to vote against the amendment for inserting | 
the words “ self-created socicties and,” will appear | 
by a survey of the truc posture of the question. | 

Here Mr. Ames stated, that it was the duty of | 
the PRESIDENT, by the Constitution, to inform 
Congress of the state of the Union. That he had | 
accordingly in his Speech stated the insurrection 
and the causes which (he thought) had brought it 


on. Among them, he explicitly reckons the self- 
created societies and combinations of men to be 
one. The Senate as plainly charge that as one of 
the causes. The PRESIDENT, in his reply to the 
Senate, expresses his high satisfaction that they 
concur with him in opinion. Here Mr. A. read 
the passages in the Speech, Address, and Auswer 
to the Address. Me said further, that an amend- 
ment was now offered to the llouse, expressed, as 
nearly as may be, ın the very words of the PRESI- 
DENT; an objection is urged against this amend- 


| ment that the proposition contained in it is not 


true in fact. It is also said, that although it were 
true, it Would be dangerous to liberty to assent to 
it in our Answer to the Speech. It is moreover, 
say they, improper, unnecessary, and indecent, to 
mention the self-created societies. The amend- 
ment now urged upon the Louse has been put to 
vote in the Committee of the Whole House, and 
rejected. What will the world say, and that too 
froin the evidence of our own records, if we reject 
it again in the House? Will it not be proclaimed 
that we reject the motion and give force and va- 
lidity to the objections ? Do we adopt such objec- 
tions? Are the Committee consenting to the shame 
of having them charged upon the Committee as 
the principles by which they have guided our de- 
cision? Weare not, Mr, A. was sure we are not; 
for with a very few exeeptions—I wish there were 
none—both sides have united in reprobating the 
self-created societics. Surely, then, gentlemen 
will not hesitate to rescind a vote which is not 
less deceptive than it is pernicious? Vor, if we 
adopt the amendinent, it will appear that all the 
branches of the Government are agreed in senli- 
ment. If we rejoct it, what will it proclaim less 
than imbecility and discord? What will faction 
interpret it to import short of this? “The Prust- 
DENT and Senate have denounced the self-created 
societics alluded to in the Speceh, and this House 
has stepped forward for their protection.” Besides 
the unspeakable dishonor of this pajvonage, is 
it not rekindling the fire-brands of sedition ? is it 
not unchaining the demon of anarchy ? 

Few as the apologists of the clubs have been, 
the solemnity and perseverance of their appeal to 
principles, demand for it an examination. 

The right to form political clubs has been urged, 
as if it had been denicd. It is not, however, the 
right to meet, it is the abuse of the right after they 
have met, that is charged upon them. Town meet- 
ings are authorized by law, yet they may be called 
for seditious or treasonable purposes. The lega 
right of the voters in that case would be an ag- 
gravation, not an excuse, for the offence. But if 
persons meet in a club with an intent to obstruct 
the laws, their meeting is no longer innocent or 
legal; it is a crime. 

The necessity for forming clubs has been alleged 
with some plausibility in favor of all the States, 
except New England, because town meetings are 
little known, and not practicable in a thinly set- 
tled country. But if people have grievances, are 
they to be brought to a knowledge of them only 
by clubs? Clubs may find out more complaints 
against the laws than the sufferers themselves had 
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will learn from his own and his neighbor's expe- 
rience will be quite sufficient for every salutary 
purpose of reform in the laws, or of relief to the 
citizens. He may petition Congress, his own Re- 
presentative may not fail to advocate, or, at least, 
to present and-explain his memorial. As a juror, 
he applies the law; as an elector, he effectually 
controls the legislators. A really aggrieved man 
will be sure of sympathy and assistance within 
this body, and with the public. ‘The most zealous 
advocate of clubs may think them useful, but he 
will not insist on their being indispensably so. 

The plea for their usefulness scems to rest on 
their advantage of meeting for political informa- 
tion. The absurdity of this pretence could be ex- 
posed in a variety of views. I shall decline (said 
Mr. A.) a detailed consideration of the topic. I 
would just ask, however, whether the most in- 
flamed party men, who usually lead the clubs, are 
the best organs of authentic information? Whether 
they meet in darkness; whether they hide their 
names, their numbers, and their doings; whether 
they shut their doors to admit information ? 

A laudable zeal for inquiry need not shun those 
who could satisfy it; it need not blush in the day- 
light. With open doors and an unlimited freedom 
of debate, political knowledge might be introduced 
even among the intruders. 

But, instead of exposing their affected pursuit 
of information, it will be enough to show hereaf- 
ter what they actually spread among the people— 
whether it is information, or, in the words of the 
PRESIDENT, “ jealousics, suspicions, and accusa- 
tions of the Government :” whether, disregarding 
the truth, they have not fomented the daring out- 
rages against the social order and the authority of 
the laws. (Vide the PRESIDENT’s Speech.) 

They have arrogantly pretended sometimes to 
be the people, and sometimes the guardiaus, the 
champions of the people. They affect to feel more 
zeal for a popular Government, and to enforce 
more respect for Republican principles, than the 
real Representatives are admitted to entertain. 
Let us see whether they are set up for the people, 
or in opposition to them, and their institutious. 

Will any reflecting person suppose, for a mo- 
ment, that this great people, so widely extended, 
so actively employed, could form a common will 
and make that will law in their individual capa- 
city, and without representation? They could not. 
Will clubs avail them as a substitute for repre- 
sentation? A few hundred persons only are mem- 
bers of clubs, and if they should act for the others, 
it would be an usurpation, and the power of the 
fow over the many, in every view infinitely worse 
than sedition itself, will represent this Govern- 
ment. 

T'o avoid this difficulty, shall the whole people 
be classed intoclubs? Shall every six miles square 
be formed into a club sovereignty? Thus we 
should guard against the abuse of trust, because 
we should delegate none, but every man might go 


horizon unclouded? What could prevent the 
whirlwinds and fires of discord, intestine and fo- 
reign, from scattering and consuming these frit- 
ters and rags of the society, like the dry leaves in 
autumn? Without respectability, without safety, 
without tranquility, they would be like so many 
caves of Æolus, where the imprisoned storms were 
said to struggle for a vent. If we look at Greece, 
so famed for letters and more for misery, we shall 
see their ferocious liberty made their petty com- 
monwealths wolves’ dens—that liberty, which 
poetry represents as a goddess, history describes 
as a cannibal. 

Representative Government, therefore, is so far 
from being a sacrifice of our rights, that it is their 
security ; it is the only practicable mode for a 
great people to exercise or have any rights. It 
puts them into full possession of the utmost exer- 
cise of them. By clubs will they have something 
more than all? Will such institutions operate to 
augment, to secure, or to enforce their rights, or 
just the contrary ? 

Knowledge and truth will be friendly to such a 
Government, and that in return will be friendly 
to them. Is it possible for any to be so delnded as 
to suppose that the over-zeal for Government, on 
the part of the supporters of this amendment, 
would prompt them to desire or to attempt the ob- 
struction of the liberty of speech, or the genuine 
freedom of the press? Impossible! ‘That would 
be putting out the eyes of the Government which 
we are sv jealous to maintain. The abuses of 
these privileges may embarrass and disturb our 
present system; but, if they were abolished, the 
Governmeut must be changed. No friend, there- 
fore, of the Constitution could harbor the wish to 
produce the consequences which it is insinuated 
are intended to ensue. Mr. A. resumed the re- 
mark that the Government rests on the cnlight- 
ened patriotism of an orderly and moral body of 
citizens. Let the advocates of Monarchy boast 
that ignorance may be made to sleep in chains; 
that even corruption and vice may be enlisted as 
auxiliaries of the public order. It is, however, a 
subject of exultation and confidence that such ci- 
tizens as we represent, so enlightened, so gene- 
rally virtuous and uncorrupted, under the present 
mild Republican system, practically arc safc, nay, 
more, it is evidently the only system that is adapt- 
cd to the American state of socicty. But such a 
system combines within itself two indestructible 
elements of destruction, two cnemies with whom 
it must conflict forever; whom it may disarm, but 
can never pacify—vice and ignorance. Those 
who do not understand their rights, will despise 
or confound them with wrongs, and those whose 
turbulence and licentiousness find restraints in 
equal laws, will scek gratification by evasions or 
combinations to overawe or resist them. 

A Government that protects property, and che- 
rishes virtue, will of course have vicc and prodi- 
gality for its foes, because it will be compelied to 


and do his business in his own person. We might | abridge their liberty to prevent their invading the 


thus form ten or twenty thousand democracies, 
as pure and simple as the most disorganizing spi 


rights of other citizens. The virtuous and the en- 
lightened will cling to a Republican Government, 
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because it is congenial no less with their feelings 


than their rights. The licentious and the profli- 


gate are ever ready for confusion, which might 


give them every thing, while laws and order deny 
them every thing. The ambitious and desperate, 
by combinations, acquire more power and influ- 
ence than their fellow-citizens; the credulous, the 
ignorant, the rash, and violent, are drawn by arti- 
fice, or led by character, to join these confedera- 
cies. The more free the Government, the more 
certain they are to grow up, for where there is no 
liberty at all, this abuse of it will not be seen. 
Once formed into bodies they have an esprit du 
corps, and are propelled into errors and excesses, 
without shame or reflection. A spirit grows up 
in their progress, and every disappointment makes 
them more loose, as to the means, and every suc- 


cess more and more immoderate in the objects of 


their attempt. Calumny is one of those means. 
Those whom they cannot punish or control, they 
can vilify; they can make suspicion go where 
their force could not reach, and by rumors and 
falsehoods multiply enemies against their enemies. 
They become formidable, and they retaliate upon 
the magistrates those fears which the laws have 
inspired them with. The execution of the laws 
is not accomplished without effort, without hazard. 
Instead of mildness, of mutual confidence, instead 
of the laws almost executing themselves, more ri- 
gor is demanded in the framing, more force to se- 
cure tle operation of the laws. The clubs and 
turbulent combinations exercising the resisting 
power, it is obvious that Government will need 
more force, and more will then be given to it. 

Thus it-appears, that instead of lightening the 
weight of authority, it will require a new momen- 
tum from clubs and combinations formed to resist 
it. Turbulent men, imbodied into hosts, will cal! 
for more energy to suppress them: than if the dis- 
contented remained unimbodied. Disturbances, 
fomented from time to time, may unhappily 
change the mild principles of the system, and the 
little finger then may be found heavier than the 
whole hand of the present Government, 
the clubs aud the Government should both sub- 
sist, tranquility would be out of the question, 
The continual contest of one organized body 
against another would produce the alternate ex- 
tremes of anarchy and excessive rigor of Govern- 
ment. If tho clubs prevail, they will be the Go- 
vernment, and the more secure for having become 
so by a victory over the existing authorities, 

In every aspect of the discussion, the societies 
formed to control and vility a Republican Govern- 
ment are hateful. They not only of necessity 
make it more rigorous, but they tend with a fatal 
energy to make it corrupt. By perverting the 
truth and spreadiuy jealousy and intrigue through 
the land, they compel the rulers to depend on new 
supports. ‘I'he usurping clubs offer to faction 
within these doors the means of carrying every 
point wilhout. A corrupt understanding is pro- 
duced between them. The power of the clubs 
will prevail even here, and that of the people will 
proportionally decline. The clubs echo the lan- 
guage of their protectors here; truth, virtue, and 
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patriotism, are no longer principles, but names for 
electioneering jugglers to deceive with. Calumny 
will assimilate to itself the objects it falls on. Tt 


will persecute the man who does his duty ; it will 


take away the reward of virtue, and bestow 
only upon the tools of faction. By betraying his 
trust, aman may then expect the support of the 
powerful combinations opposed to the Govern- 
ment. By faithfully adhering to it, he encounters 
persecution, He finds neither refuge nor conso- 
lation with the public, who become at length so 
corrupted as to think virtue in a public station in- 
credible, because it would be, in their opinion, 
folly. The indiseriminate jenlousy which is dif- 
fused from the clubs tends no less to corrupt the 
suspicious than the suspected. It poisons confi- 
dence, which is no less the ineitement than the 
recompense of public services, It lowers the stan- 
dard of action. 

These observations, which seem to be founded 
on theory, unfortunately bear the stamp of expe- 
rience. History abounds with the proofs. Never 
was there a wise and freo Republic, which was 
exempt from this invetorate malady. We ean find 
a parallel for the brightest worthies of Greece, as 
well as for their calumniators, In that country, 
as well as in this, the assassins of character 
abounded. While slander is credited only by its 
inventors, jt is easy for a man to maintain the se- 
renity of his contempt for both. But when it is 
adopted by the public, few are hardy enough to 
despise opinion; he that pretends to do so is a 
hypocrite, and if he really does so, he is a wretch, 
This precious property is one of the first objects 
of invasion, and the combinations alluded to are 
well adapted and actively employed to dostroy it. 

It is a plausible opinion, that if the Government 
is not grossly defective in its form, or corrupt in 
its udministration, animosities. against it will not 
exist. This corresponds neither with sound sense 
nor experience, Equal laws are the very griev- 
ances of these pelty tyrants, vho combine together 
to engross more than equal power and privileges. 
When power is conferred exclusively upon the 
worthy, the profligate and ambitious are driven 
to despair of success, by any methods that the 
worthy would adopt. The more pure and free 
the Government, the more certainly will the worst 
men it protects and restrains become its implaca- 
ble enemies, and such men have ever been the 
foes of Republics. The outcasts from society, 
those who singly are shunned because infamy has 
smitten them with leprosy, men who are stored 
with worse than plague sores, are the first to com- 
bine against it. And such men have the front to 
preach purity of principles and reformation. Such 
men will meet in darkness and perform incantations 
against liberty—there they will gather to medicate 
their poisons, to whet their daggers, to utter their 
blasphemies against liberty, and may proceed again 
to shout from that gallery, or may collect with 
cannon at this door, to perpetrate sacrilege here in 
her very sanctuary, 

It will be asked what remedy for this evil? I 
answer no violent one. The genile power of opin- 
ion, I flatter myself, will prove sufficient among 
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our citizens who have sense, morals, und property. 
The hypocrisy of the clubs will be unmasked, and 
the public scorn, without touehing their persons or 
property, will frowa them into nothing, 

Mr. A. next proceeded to advert more particu- 
larly to facts. He made mention of the Jesuits, who 
were banished for becoming a club against the 
European Governments. He mentioned the Ja- 
cobins also, who performed well in pulling down 
the old Government, but because they would con- 
tinue pulling down the new one, as snch clubs ever 
will, had their hall locked up by Legendre. Our 
committees in 1774 and 1775, were efficient in- 
struments to pull down the British Government. 
Yet, although they were friendly to our own, the 
people laid them aside as soon as they wished to 
build up instead of pulling down. If our Govern- 
Ment were to be demolished, clubs would be a 
powerful means of doing it, and the people may 
choose to countenance them at that time. But as 
they choose no such thing at present, they will 
diseountenance them. The Cincinnati were per- 
sonally worthy men, officers of the most deserving 
army that ever triumphed. Yet, although they 
were friendly to the Government, and possessed 
the confidence of the citizens by the most brilliant 
titles, the natnre of their institution raised a jea 
lousy and ferment. The State Legislatures con- 
demned it, as setting up a Government within the 
Government. What then are we to say of clubs? 
Facts have been rather imprudently called for, and 
let them be examined. 

The Democratic Society of Vermont state, as 
one reason four their establishment, the unmerited 
abuse with which the publie papers have so often 
teemed against the Minister of our only ally. 
This was long after Genet's whole cuirespondence 
had been published, and after France had unequi- 
vocally disapproved his conduct. 

Agreeably to a previous notification, there met 
at Pittsburg, ou the 21st of August, a number of 
persons, styling themselves “A Meeting of sundry 
Inhabitauts of the Western Counties of Pennsyi- 
vania.” 

This meeting entered into resolutions not less 
exveptionable than those of its predecessors. ‘Che 
preamble suggests that a tax on spirituous liquors 
is unjust in itself and oppressive upon the poor, 
that internal taxes upon consumption mast in the 
end destroy the liberties of the country in which 
they are introduced; that the law in question, 
from certain local circumstances which are speci- 
fied, would bring immediate distress and ruin upon 
the Western country ; and concludes with the sen- 
timent, that they think it their duly to persist in 
remonstrances to Congress; and in every other 
legal measure that may obstruct the operation of 
the law. 

The resolutions then proceed, first, to appoint 
a committee to prepare and cause to he presented 
to Cougress an Address, stating objections to the 
Jaw, and praying for its repeal. Secondly, to ap- 
point committees of correspondence for Washing- 
ton, Fayette, and Alleghany, charged to corres- 
pond together, and with such committees as should 
be appointed for the same purpose in the county 


of Westmoreland, or with any committees of a 
similar nature, that might be appointed in other 
parts of the United States; and, also, if found ne- 
cessary, to call together either general meetings 
of the people, in their respective counties, or con- 
ferences of the several committees; and, lastly, to 
declare that they will in future consider those 
who hold offices for the collection of the duty, as 
unworthy of their friendship, that they will have 
no intercourse nor dealings with them, will with- 
draw from them every assistance, withhold all 
the comforts of life winch depend upon those du- 
ties, that as men and fellow-citizens we owe to 
each other, and will upon all oceasions treat them 
with contempt; earnestly reeoramending it to the 
people at large, to follow the same line of conduet 
towards them. 

Fe mentioned the shameful transaction at Lex- 
ington, in Kentucky, where Mr. Jay was burned 
in effigy. It was painful, he said, thus to dwell 
on the dishonor of the country, but it was already 
published. 

The club of Charleston, South Carolina, soli- 
cited an aduption of the Jacobin club at Paris, 
They also addressed Consul Margourit, who had 
actually granted commissions to privateers, in de- 
fiance of the Presmpeyr’s Proclamation of Neu- 
trality. 

The club of Pinckney District in Carolina voted 
in favor of war and against paying taxes, because 
they were loo far from the market, 

A Virginia club had voted an alteration in the 
Coustitution, in order that an amendment might 
prevent the Presipenr being again eligible. Is 
proof necessary to thuse who remember the state 
of this city last spring? Are the resolves of the 
clubs of this place and New York forgotten? 
Could outrage and audacity be expected to ven- 
ture further! One condemned the excise as odious 
and tyrannical; the other, enforcing that senti- 
ment, published its condemnation of Mr, Jay’s 
mission of peace. Did not all of them arraign 
the whole Government, reprobate the whole sys- 
tem of laws, charge the breach of the Constitution 
on the PRESIDENT, and unspeakable turpitude on 
the Adininistration, as well as on this body ? Surely 
Americans, feeling as they ought, for the honor 
and peace and safety of their country, cannot for- 
get these excesses; they cannot remember them 
in any manner which my reprobation could en- 
force. 


The following is an extract from the procecdings of a 
meeting of Delegates trom the Election Districts of 
Alleghany county, held at Pittsburg, April 10, 1794, 
Lhomas Morton in the Chair : 

“ At this juncture we have France to assist us, who, 
should we now take a part, will not fail to stand by us 
until Canada ts independent of Britain, and the instiga- 
tors of Jndian hostilities are removed ; and should we lie 
by, while France is struggling for her liberties, ib cannot 
be supposed that her Republic will embark in a war on 
our accvunt alter she shali bave been victorious. li was 
for this reason, that though weapproved of the conduct 
of the President and the Judiciary of the Uniled States, 
in their endeavors to preserve peace and an impartial 
neutrality, until the sense of the nation had becn taken 
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on the necessity of retaliation by actually declaring war, 
yet now that the Congress have been convened, and 
such just grounds exist, we are weary of their tardiness 
in coming forward to measures of reprisal. 

“But we have observed wilh great pain, that our 
councils want the integrity or spirit of Republicans. 
This we attribute to the pernicious influence of stock- 
holders or their subordinates; aud our minds feel this 
with so much indignancy, that we are almost ready to 
wish for a state of revolution, and the guillotine of 
France, for a short space, in order to inflict punishment 
on the miscreants that enervate and disgrace our Go- 
verament.” 


If the black charges thus brought against Con- 
gress and the whole Government were true, the 
people ought to fly to arms. They ought to pull 
down this tower of iniquity so as not to leave one 
stone upon another. The deluded Western people 
believed them truc, and acted accordingly. The 
great mass of the discontented, therefore, are to be 
pitied for the ignorance and ercdulity which made 
them the dupes of the clubs, They thonght they 
were doing God and their country service by 
cleansing this Augean stable of its filth. It was 
not oppression that roused them to arms, as some 
would insinuate; for their country flourishes won- 
derfully. It was an insurrection raised by the 
wicked arts of faction, 

A moment, however, is due lo the peculiar fal- 
sity of two of the slanders on this body. The fears 
of simple citizens have been startled with the fa- 
ble, that there is a Monarchy party in this House 
and the other. Look around, sir, said Mr. A., if 
you please, and decide whether there is one man, 
who is not principled as a Republican, who does 
not think such a form adapted to our people, and 
our people to it; and who would not shed his 
blood and spend his last shilling against the intro- 
duction of Monarchy? 1 persuade myself, sir, 
there is not even one man here whom any other 
meinber even thinks in his heart is to be suspected 
on that head. 

The other slander which has contributed to 
kindie a civil war, is the paper nobility in Con- 
gress; that the taxes are voted for the sake, and 
earricd solely by the strength of those who put the 
proceeds in their pockets. Is there a word of truth 
in this? Qu the contrary, there are probably not 
ten members who have any interest in the funds, 
and that interest yery inconsiderable, Citizens 
have thus been led by calumny and lies to despise 
their Government and its Ministers, to dread and 
to hate it, and all concerned in it, so that the in- 
surrection is chiefly owing to the men and tue so- 
cietics, who have invented, or confirmed, and dif- 
fused these slanders. 

The fact is too notorious for any man even to 
pretend ignorance, that the insurgents were en- 
couraged to take arms by the delusive hope that 
the militia would not turn out against them. Had 
they belicved that the citizens were as firm for 
Government, as to their immortal honor they have 
shown that they arc, would the folly or despera- 
tion of the Western people have proceeded to 
arms? They would not. 

But the self-tnade societies bad published that 

3p Con.—s0 


the rulers were tyrants, usurpers, and plunderers, 
abhorred by the people, who would soon hurl 
them down. Lel us ask a moment's pause to re- 
flect what would have been the fate of America, 
if these parricide clubs had really proceeded in 
poisoning the public mind, as completely as they 
attempted todo, The Western insurgents would 
have found armies not to suppress, but to assist 
them. This fair Edifice of Liberty, the palladium 
of our country, the world’s hope, would have 
crumbled to powder. 

Mr. A. then procecded to notice some of the ob- 
servations which had been urged against the mo- 
tion. He asked whether, in a point thal so nearly 
concerned truth and duty, the Commitlee could 
conciliate, that is, deny the truth and betray their 
duty. ‘The proposition stated by the Presrpenr 
was truc, and had been proved to be sa Shall 
our silence suppress or contradict the dictates of 
this conviction ? 

Tt is urged that we have no right to pass this 
vote; a singular objection, since those who make 
it are consenting to the adoption of the clause, to 
which the words self-created socicties are moved 
to be added. That clause is as improper, and as 
unconstitutional a declaration as the amendment, 
Is it possible that those are serious in this objec- 
tion, who voted applause to General Wayne and 
his gallant army? Is this House a court-martial 
to try them if they had done ill instead of well? 
Had the State Legislatures no right to pass votes 
respecting the Cincinnati? Then we have no 
right to answer the Speech at all, as the Constitu- 
tion is silent on that head. But are gentlemen 
who profess so mach atlachinent to the people, 
and their rights, disposed to abolish one of the 
most signal, the character of this House as (he 
grand inquest of the Nation, as those who are not 
only to impeach those who perpetrate oifence, but 
to watch and give the alarm for the prevention of 
such attempts? 

We are asked, with some pathos, will you pun- 
ish clubs, with your censure, unheard, untried, 
confounding the innocent with the guilty? Cen- 
sure is not punishment, unless it is merited, for 
we merely allude to certain self-created socicties, 
which have disregarded the truth, and foumented 
the outrages against the laws. Those which have 
been innocent will retnain uncensured. It is said, 
worthy men belong to those clubs. They may be 
as men not wanting in merit, but when they join 
societies which are employed to foment outrages 
against the laws, they are no longer innocent. 
They become bad citizens. If innocence happens 
to stray into such company, it is lost. The men 
really good will quit such connexions, and it is a 
fact, that the most respected of those who were 
said to belong to them, have long ago renounced 
them. ITonest, credulous men may be drawn in to 
favor very bad designa, but so far as they do it, 
they deserve the reproach which this vote con- 
tains, that of being unworthy citizens. 

Tf the worst men in socicty have led the most 
credulous and inconsiderate astray, the latter will 
undoubtedly come to reflection the sooner for an 
appeal to their sense of duty. This appeal is 


931 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 932 
H. or R.] President's Speech. 


[Novemuer, 1794. 


made in terms which truth justifies, and which) balance between his duty and his fear of your cen- 
apply only to those who have been criminal. sure. The danger is, that a Chief Magistrate, clec- 

Tt is said, that this vote will raise up the clubs: tive as ours is, will temporize, will delay, will put 
into importance. One member has even solemnly! the laws into treaty with offenders, and will 
warned us against the awakening of their resent- ' even insure a civil war, perhaps the loss of our free 
ments. It is not clear to my understanding, (said! Governmert, by the want of proper energy to 
Mr. A.) how all the consequences which have been | quench the first sparks. You ought, therefore, on 
predicted from this vote will be accomplished. | every occasion, to show the most cordial support to 
This is a breach of right, a crushing of those free | the Executive in support of the laws. 
societies by our censure. Tt is putting them down, This is the occasion. If it is dangerous to 
and yet we are warned that it is raising them np | liberty, against right and justice, against truth and 
and making them stronger than this Government. : decency, to adopt. the amendment, as it has been 
The friends of the motion are said not to agree in| argued, then the Presioenr and Senate have done 
the principle of their defence of it, and therefore : all this. 
it is boldly aflirmed that they have no principle. Mr. A. concluded with saying, that in a speech 
Is there any difficulty in retorting this invective?! so long, containing such various matter, and so 
If this vote will call the attention of the people | rapidly delivered, he might have dropped many ob- 
of America to this subject, so much the better. | servations in an incorrect state. He relied on the 
The truth will no doubt be sought and found at | candor of the House, and of his opponents, for the 
last, and with such an enlightencd public, I ex- | interpretation of them. 
pect the result will be made with its usual good The House now adjourned without taking any 
sense. That the self-created socicties described | question. 
in the clause, are calculated to destroy a free Go- 
yernment; that they will certainly destroy its tran- 
quility und harmony, and greatly corrupt the in- 
tegrity of the ralers, and the morals of the people. 

n the course of his remarks, Mr. A. strongly 

insisted that the vole was not indefinite in its 
terms. Societies were not reprobated because 
they were self-made, nor because they were poli- 
tical societies. Kvery body as readily admitted | Which was read the first time. 
that they might be innocent, as they have been ; 

rencrally imprudent, Tt is such socictics as have THE PRESIDENTS SPEECH. 

een generally imprudent. It is such societies as The Tlouse resumed the consideration of the 
have been regardless of the truth, and have fo-. amendments reported on Tuesday last, from the 
mented the outrages against the law, &e. Committee of the Whole House, to whom was re- 

Nor is the intention of this amendment to flat- | ferred the Address to the PRESIDENT oF THE 
ter the Presipent, as it has been intimated. Je; Unrrup Stares, in answer to his Speech to both 
surcly has little need of our praise on any personal j Houses of Congress. Whereupon, 
account. This late signal act of duty 1s already The first amendment being under consideration, 
with his grateful conntry, with faithful history: | to insert as the second clause of the said Address, 
nor is it in our power, or in those of any offended | the words fullo wing, to wit : 
self-created socictics, to impair that tribnte which 
will be offered to him. As little ground is there | rection, we can entertain no doubt that certain combi - 
for saying that it is intended to stifle the freedom | nations of men, careless of consequences and disregard- 
of speech and of the press. The question is,‘ ing the truth, by disseminating suspicions, jealousics, 
simply, will you support your Chief Magistrate? i and accusations of the Government, have had all the 
Our vote does not go merely to one man and to! agency you aseribe to them, in fomenting this daring 
his feelings. It goes to the trust. When clubs ; outrage against social order and the authority of the 
are arrayed against your Government, and your | laws:” 
Chief Magistrate decidedly arrays the militia; A motion was made and seconded to amend the 
to suppress their insurrection, will yon connte- | said clause, by inserting, after the word “ certain,” 
nance or discountenance the officer? Will you | the words “sclEereated socicties and ;” 
ever suffer this House, the country, or even one Mr. RurnerrorD, continued his opposition to 
seditious man in it, to question for an instant, | the motion. Jle repeated the substance of his 
whether your approbation and co operation will | former remarks on the conduct of those who ap- 
be less prompt and cordial than his efforts to sup- + peared so solicitous to throw an odium on the 
port the laws? Ts it safe, is it honorable, to make | Democratic societies. He contended that too 
a preecdent, and that no less sulemn than humil- } much importanee was given to these institutions ; 
jating, which will authorize, which will compel | they were harmless of themselves, and if let alone, 
every future President to doubt whether you will) would have no more weight in the community 
approve hiin or the clubs? The Prestpent now | than their conduct should entitle them to. Tf they 
in office would doubtless do his duty promptly and! promulgated truth, the people would hear them, 
with decision in such a ease, But, can vou expect | and follow their advice; if not, they would sink 
it of human nature? and if you could, would you | into contempt. But what is the import of the mo- 
put it at risk whether in future a President shall | tion? It savors of jealousy; a mere suspicion— 


Tucrspay, November 27. 


An engrossed bill to authorize the Prxsrvent to 
call out and station a corps of militia in the four 
! Western counties of Pennsylvania, for a limited 
| time, was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Cort, from the committee appointed, pre- 
| sented a bill for the relief of John R. Livingston ; 


“Tn tracing the origin and progress of the ineur- 
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of what? He saw nothing on which to, found 
any such jealousy or suspicion. The people are 
satisfied with their own Government, they will 
support it. The pcople are happy and contented ; 
why then raise doubts and difficulties ? Why start 
at shadows? Why give consequence to trifles? 
“ Trifles light as air, are to the jealous confirm- 
ations strong as proofs of Holy Writ.” Let us dis- 
miss this unmanly jealousy, and let us imitate the 
example set us by the State of Massachusetts. 
There was a man in that State by the name of 
Shays; he raised a bustle, and made a noise ; but 
what did the Government do? Why, they des- 
pised him, and in a short time he sunk into insig- 
nificance. 

Mr. Banpwix said, he had, from the beginning, 
entertained doubts relative to the propriety of 
going into the business before the [House in the 
minute manner proposed, Adverting to the usual 
process in conducting transactions of this nature, 
he observed, that the present appeared to be a de- 
viation, if not an entire innovation, on the usual 
mode. During the recess, the Prestpenr collect- 
ed and arranged the information which he deemed 
proper to lay before the House; it cannot, there- 
fore, be expected, that the House should at once, 
at the threshold of the session, enter into a minute 
answer to the communications of the Prrsipent, 
containing facts and opinions the result of five or 
six months’ experience and reflection, before they 
have had time to examine those opinions, and in- 
vestigate those facts, This never was the prac- 
tice of this House, and cannot be expected from 
them. 

Mr. B. then adverted to the allegations which 
had been adduced against the Democratic socie- 
ties; he questioned their authenticity. Excepting 
the statement in the possession of the House, (that 
of the Sccretary of the T'reasury,) he knew of no 
document affording any evidence of the facts al- 
leged ; and that assigned a different cause for the 
insurrection, for it appears by it that discontents 
had proceeded to a great height before the forma- 
tion of these societies. Tt had been asserted that 
the House had a right to inquire into the causes 
of the insurrection. Let us proceed, then, as an 
inquest; let us call for the evidence, and sift the 
business to the bottom. At present, he insisted 
the House was not prepared to judge and decide. 
If the Speech must be echoed in every minute 
part, let us appoint a committee to digest and re- 
port a state of facts, as in the case of General St. 
Clair. In matters of notoricty—such as, that we 
were enjoying the blessings of peace, (when in 
truth that was the case,) or in respect to any other 
self evident position that was in itself incon- 
testable, he had no objection to an echo of the 
Address to the House; but on an occasion like 
the present, when there was sucha contrariety of 
opinions, he could not sve the propriety of it. “He 
regretted the loss of time that the discussion had 
occasioned, aud that it had not been employed in 
the more essential business of the session. As to 
Democratic societies, there were none, to his 
knowledge, in the State he represented, (Georgia) ; 
but if there were, he should not feel alarmed at 


the circumstance. He doubted whether the Prr- 
SIDENT meant to include the societies in general, 
under that denomination; he rather supposed he 
, had reference only to those in the four Western 
counties of Pennsylvania. As a more general 
idea, Mr. B. said, he preferred the expression com- 
binations of men, &c. lle was fully of opinion, 
that, rather than spin out the debate to any fur- 
ther length, it would be much more eligible to leave 
! the subject altogether, and take up the other busi- 
, hess of the nation. Ile was sure that the PRESIDENT, 
for whom he professed the highest respect, could 
not be pleased with this mode of conducting that 
before them. 

Mr. Manison said he entirely agreed with those 
gentlemen who had observed that the House should 
i not have advanced into this discussion, if it could 

have been avoided; but having proceeded thus far, 
it was indispensably necessary to finish it. Much 
. delicacy had been thrown into the discussion, in 
| Consequence of the Chief Magistrate; he always 
regretted the circumstance, when this was the 
case. ‘This, he observed, was not the first instance 
of difference in opinion between the PRESIDENT 
and this IJouse. It may be recollected that the 
Prestoent dissented both from the Senate and 
this House on a particnlar law, (he referred to 
that apportioning the Representatives); on that 
occasion, he thought the Pursipenr right; on the 
| present question supposing the Presipent really 
| to entertain the opinion ascribed to him, it affords 
no conclusive reason for the Ilouse to sacrifice its 
own judgment. It appeared to him, as it did to 
the gentleman from Georgia, that there wag an in- 
| novation in the mode of procedure adopted on 
| this occasion. The House are on different ground 
| from that usually taken. Members seem to think 
| that in cases not cognizable by law, there is room 
i for the interposition of the House. He conceived 
it to be a sound principle, that an action innocent 
in the eye of the law could not be the object of 
censure to a Legislative body. When the people 
have formed a Constitution, they retain those 
rights which they have not expressly delegated. 
It is a question whether what is thus retained can 
| be legislated upon. Opinions are not the objects 
| of legislation, You animadvert on the abuse of 
reserved rights: how far will this go? It may 
extend to the liberty of speech, and of the press. 
Tt is in vain to say that this indiscriminate cen- 
Sure is no punishment. If it falls on classes, or 
‘individuals, it will be a severe punishment. He 
wished it to be considered how extremely guarded 
the Constitution was in respect to cases not with- 
in its limits. Murder, or treason, cannot be no- 
ticed by the Legislature. Is not this proposition, 
if voted, a vote of attainder? To consider a prin- 
: We must try its nature, and see how far it 


will go: in the present case, he considered the ef- 
fects of the principle contended for would be per- 
nicious. If we advert to the nature of Republican 
Government, we shall find that the censorial pow- 
erisin the people over the Government, and not 
in the Government over the people. As he had 
confidence in the good sense and patriotism of the 
people,$he did not anticipate any lasting evil to 
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result from the publications of these societies; | 
they will stand or fall by the public opinion; no; 
line can be drawn in this case. The law is the! 
only rule of right: what is consistent with that, is 
not punishable; what is not contrary to that, is in- 
nocent, or at least not censurable by the Legislative 
body. 

With respect to the body of the people, (whether 
the outrages have proceeded from weakness or 
wickedness,) what has been done, and will be done | 
by the Legislature, will have a due effect. If the 
proceedings of the Government should not have 
an effect, will this declaration produce it? The 
people at large are possessed of proper sent?'ments 
on the subject of the insurrection; the whole Con- 
tinent reprobates the conduct of the insurgents ; it 
is not, therefore, necessary to take the extra step. 
The press, he believed, would not be able to shake 
the confidence of the people in the Government. 
In a Republic, light will prevail over darkness, 
truth over error: he had undoubted confidence in 
this principle. If it be admitted that the law can- 
not animadvert on a particular case, neither can 
we do it. Governments are administered by men : | 
the same degree of purity does not always exist. 
Honesty of motives may at present prevail, but 
this affords no assurance that it will always be the 
case. Ata future period, a Legislature may cxist 
of a very different complexion from the present: in 
this view we ought not, by any vote of ours, to give 
support to measures which now we do not hesitate 
to reprobate. 

The gentleman from Georgia had anticipated 
him in several remarks. No such inference can 
fairly be drawn as that we abandon the Pnust- 
pent, should we pass over the whole business. 
The vote passed this morning, for raising a force 
to complete tho good work of peace, order, and 
tranquility, begun by the Executive, speaks quite 
a different language from that which has been 
used to induce an adoption of the principle con- 
tended for. Mr. M. adverted to precedents; none 
parallel to the subject before us existed. ‘Ihe in- 
quiry into the failure of the expedition under St. 
Clair was nol in point. In that case, the House 
appointed a Committee of Inquiry into the con- 
duct of an individual in the public service; the 
Democratic societies are not. Le knew of nothing 
in the proceedings of the Legislature which war- 
rants the [louse in saying, that institutions con- 
fessedly not illegal were subjects of Legislative cen- 
sure. 

Mr. Dexrer rose in reply to Mr. Manvisox. IIe 
said that, if he viewed the subject as trivial as 
same gentlemen appeared to, he would not trou- 
Lle the House with any further remarks, after 
haying so long detained them while in Commit- 
tec: if he viewed the amendment proposed as 
dangerous to the most perfect freedom of express- 
ing political opinions, as the gentleman seemed 
to who was last up, he would be the last to sup- 
port it. He said that the most certain way to 
destroy this freedom was, to encourage an unlimit- 
ed abuse of it; and the way to render a free 
press useless, was to prostitute it to the base pur- 
poses of party and falsehood, until, wearied with 


constant impositions, the public would reject all 
inforination from that source as uncertain and 
delusive. lle said that the most successful wea- 
pon used by the enemies of civil freedom ever 
had been, to push the ideas of liberty to such 
wild extremes as to render it impracticable and 
ridiculous, and thus to compel the sober part of 
the community to submit to usurpation as a less 
evil than utter insecurity and anarchy: he added, 
if America loses her liberty, this will be the in- 
strument of her destruction. We possess, he said, 
greater equality of property and information than 
any other nation; the means of subsistence are so 
easily obtained, that no man is necessarily de- 
pendent on the will of another; from these cir- 
cumstances, our country is more fit than any other 
for a Republican form of Government: if we 
fail in maintaining it, we shall be fairly consider- 
ed to have made an experiment not only for our- 
selves, but for the world, which will prove that 
the heantiful theory of civil freedom is not prac- 
ticable by man; that ambition and envy, aided by 
ignorance, are naturally too strong for patriotism. 
Mr. D. said, that the nature of civil freedom is 
more obscure than its real friends could wish; 
that it consists rather in what it forbids than in 
what it allows; that man was free before he be- 
came a member of society: that the great object 
of associating was not to obtain freedom, for that 
was possessed before; but to guard against the 
abuse of it, in violating the rights of others. My 
liberty, he said, is, that all other citizens are re- 
strained froin violating my rights, and the liberty 
of cach onc of them is, that I and all others are 
equally restrained from violating his rights. Re- 
straint, then, is necessary to constitute civil liber- 
ty; and the uniformity of this restraint, as it ope- 
rates equally on all classes of citizens, is equality. 
T know, sir, that a doctrine very different from 
this has been holden by some false apostles of 
liberty, and that the aspiring, the vicious, the des- 
perale, and the weah, Lave fucked to this stand- 
ard: by them the power to violate the rights of 
ollicrs, and disturb the public peace with impu- 
nity, has been profancly called liberty, and the 
universality of this has been called equality. Can 
I be a freeman, sir, if the Government which is 
my only security for all my rights, may be inva- 
ded with impunity, and my reputation, the dear- 
est of all possessions and the best reward of virtue, 
blasted by the foul breath of slander and false- 
hood? When this shall be admitted as a principle 
in the American code, we shall call that freedom 
which will be our misery; we shall cease to de- 
serve liberty; we shall need a master. Let men 
meet for deliberating on public matters; let them 
frecly express their opinions in conversation or in 
print, but let them do this with a decent respect 
for the will of the majority, and for the Govern- 
ment and rulers which the people have appoint- 
ed; lct them not become a band of conspirators, 
to make and propagate falsehood and slander; let 
them not instigate to the highest crimes against 
society ; and, sir, if any have so done, let not us 
encourage them in these outrages by calling them 
the exercise of the inviolable rights of freemen, 
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To suffer misrepresentations of Government to 
gain credit among the people, is giving a blow to 
the weakest part of our Government. It would 
be a most important political acquisition, if means 
could be devised to scatter through the Union true 
ideas of the measures of Goverument. ‘Lhe best 
intentions cannot now guard the citizens from 
being deceived, by the cunning and depraved: 
some improvement on this subject seems essen- 
tially neeessary to perfect the system of political 
freedom. Scattered, as our countryinen are, over 
an immense country, and employed in useful in- 
dustry, perhaps this is rather to be wished for than 
expected; but we can at least take measures to 
prevent the most fatal effects from misrepresent- 
ations and scandal. 

Mr. D. said, he had made these remarks as being 
applicable to most of the reasoning against the 
proposed amendment, and particularly to that of 
the gentleman from Virginia, who last sat down, 
{Mr. Mapisox.] He was no more inclined to in- 
fringe rights which the people had reserved than 
that gentleman; but he did not know any article 
or principle of the Constitution by which the peo- 
ple had reserved to themselves the precious right 
of vilifying and misrepresenting their own Go- 
vernment and laws, and exciting treason and re- 
bellion, with impunity. However inestimable the 
right of free discussion of public matters, and of 
a free press, might be, (and no man valued them 
more highly than himself,) he thonght that when 
they were so abused as to hecome hostile to liber- 
ty, and threaten her destruction, the abuses ought 
to be corrected; and he argucd from the principle 
of self-preservation, that the Government of every 
country must have the right to do so, Unless 
those are more sacred than the very liberty they 
are designed to secure, this cannot be denied. 

Me. D. observed, that Mr. Mapison had stated 
as a principle from which to argue, and on which 
almost all his deductions were founded, a proposi- 
tion so doubtful in itsclf, that it ought rather to 
be proved, than assumed as a first principle from 
which to reason, viz. that we cannot rightfully 
intermeddle in any way with a subject which we 
eannot regulate by law. Admitting it to be a true 
and self-evident proposilion, however, he said, it 
concluded nothing against the amendment: for it 
would still remain to be proved, which it never 
could be, that the Legislature had no right to re- 
strain such abuses by law. Ie did not think it 
necessary or expedient to make any law on the 
subject; he hoped it never would be: but he did 
not doubt the right to forbid such flagrant out- 
rages on social order, and all arts tending to pro- 
duce them. There can be no betler proof, he 
said, that such laws may be made, than thal they 
now exist. Mr. Mapison had mentioned religious 
societies as not to be prohibited by law: as such, 
Mr. D. said they clearly could not be; no more 
could harmless discussions of political subjects by 
individuals or associations. But would any man 
doubt, when under the pretence of the exercise of 
these rights the blackest crimes were instigated 
and perpetrated, that the law had a right to pun- 
ish? The clubs have waged war not only with 


the Government which the peopic have instituted 
and the rulers which they have appointed, but 
they have counteracted all the most essential 
principles of Republicanism. They, being a small 
minority, have attempted to control the majority; 
to usurp a power which the people never dele- 
gated to them; to act as censors, nay, controllers 
of the Governinent and laws; they are responsi- 
ble to nobody for the exercise of it, and are to 
continue in office as long as they shall please. 
Such socictics have all the properties, except the 
power, of absolute despotisin; yet these tyrants 
prate about liberty, and profane the name of Re- 
publicauism, 

Mr. D. adverted to Mr. Manison’s observation 
that the censure infended must be a punishment, 
and that the House had no Constitutional right to 
convict of or punish for crimes. If the proposed 
amendment be a punishment, he said, it is of a 
singular kind; it is punishment in the abstract, 
without an object punished. It says that certain 
self-created socictics have trespassed. Can this 
be called a stigma on all such societies? The 
word certain forbids this construction. Which 
society is punished? None; unless conscience or 
public opinion shall designate the object. 

The Presipent, in another part of his Address, 
has lamented that certain citizens have shown 
themselves capable of an insurrection; and we 
have done the same in our Answer, Is this a 
stigma on all citizens? It had been repeatedly 
said, that the measure is unnecessary, because the 
danger has subsided; but, be asked, is it not ne- 
cessary to inform the people from whence the 
evil arose, to guard against a repetition of it? Can 
we always presume on the same prompt patriot- 
ism of a future Executive, or the same public 
confidence in his measures and compliance with 
his requisitions? or, on the same good fortune in 
reclaiming or suhjugating the disobedient? There 
was atime, when the insurrection was truly formi- 
dable; it rose like a water-spout, threatening to 
annihilate gravity, and throw the ocean to Hea- 
ven; andas that, by foree of the general principle of 
attraction, returns again to ils former level, and 
mixes with the surrounding walers, so this civil 
tumult has been overcome by the energy of the 
laws; but it is folly to incur future evils, pre- 
suming on similar good fortune. The heavy hand 
of despotism may forcibly hold down the scale 
which prcponderates, and preserves public order; 
but in free establishments like ours, where the 
scales are nicely balanced, the smallest breath 
disturbs the equilibrium. 

A gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gres] has 
compared the amendment to the denunciations of 
Franee. Those were not uttered by the organs 
of the public will; they were denunciations of 
individuals, or self-created socictics against indi- 
viduals; whereas this is neither, This is only 
slating a fact for public information. The same 
gentleman, and many others, have said that we 
have not sufficient evidence of this fact. We 
know, sir, that resolutions of such socictics, en- 
couraging rebellion, were made and published ; 
we know that their natural effect did take place. 
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Knowing, then, both the cause and effect, can we 
doubt of their connexion? If I sce a firelock 
pointed at a man, hear the discharge, see the man 
fall, T, on inspection, find a ball lodged in his body— 
can I doubt as to the cause of the death of the 
man, because [ could not see the ball pass from 
the muzzle to the man? Must we sce things, in 
their nature invisible, before we believe? The 
PresipeNT has been present at the scene of in- 
surrection; ‘we have his testimony on the subject, 
and other official communications are not want- 
ing. We have the pointed testimony of the mem- 
ber from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Scort,] who was an 
eye-witness. He tells us that the club there di- 
rected the insurrection; that the same men were 
leaders in the club and in the field; and that they 
corresponded with other clubs. The gentleman 
from Virginia, last alluded to, has said that dis- 
content and disturbance existed there prior to the 
establishment of clubs. But, docs it follow from 
this that their measures, when established, did not 
increase the evil, and, by deceiving the malcon- 
tents as to the principles and conduct of the Go- 
vernment, and the disposition of the people, en- 
courage them to take arms? ‘The clubs declared 
they spoke the opinion of the people, and the de- 
luded insurgents believed them. The same gen- 
tleinan has said that the Present addresses the 
public, and not us, on this subject, and therefore 
docs not expect an answer. Why, sir, shall not 
we join in the Address, if it be true and useful? 
The Senate have done it; if we do not, we scem 
to contradict it. If we do not, we create a dan- 
gerous disagreement between the different branches 
of Government, distract the public mind, and en- 
courage disorders. 

lf the member from Pennsylvania is to be cre- 
dited, (and no man will dispute his testimony,) 
the clubs are more criminal than the deluded in- 
surgents; yet we have censured the latter without 
reserve. Why, sir, has the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Girs] criminated so severely our zeal 
on this question? Why has he condemned the 
oratory it has excited, when he often gives us 
such handsome specimens of it? If liberty and 
our country are in danger, it is treason to be cold. 
From the gentlemnan’s censures on the loose rea 
soning and warmth in favor of the amendment, 
we were led to expect from him the most dispas- 
sionate demonstration ; yet the gentleman appear- 
ed, in some of his reasoning, more ingenious than 
solid; it was too fine-spun to be strong. The 
strength of his understanding, like the intense 
heat of the sun, produced a vapor to obscure its 
own elfulgence. One plain distinction is an an- 
swer to most of the reasoning of this gentleman 
and his colleagues. We do not contend for con- 
trolling, or even animadverting, on the rights of 
opinion, or of publishing opinions. We wish only 
to call the attention of the public to the abuses of 
those rights, and the crimes such abuses have pro- 
duced, (which endanger the existence of those 
very rights, and liberty in general,) in order that 
the people, knowing the evil, may themselves cor- 
rect it. 


ing again, observed, the gentleman who amused 
the Ilouse yesterday, and the gentleman who just 
gat down, havc so far fallen short of their object, 
that he should be perdoncd in taking a review of 
the subject. The gentlemen have adopted this 
inode: they first propose a question, and from a 
comparison of the mischiefs arising on the differ- 
eut decisions, urge a right to decide, when no such 
right is contended to exist. What is the evidence 
on which we ure to decide? the testimony of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania? He refers to one 
society only. Adverting to the Address, Mr. N. 
expressed his surprise that so much aid had been 
drawn from that quarter. He respected the Pre- 
sipeNt—he believed his declarations; but this iui- 
posed no obligation to add his own. Noticing Mr. 
Dexrer’s remarks on the abuse of the liberty of 
the press, he adverted to the publications of the 
Democratic socictics; if they are so false as is 
pretended, they will defeat themselves. He no- 
ticed the concession which had been made, that 
societies for political information are legal, and 
may be useful: taking this for granted, he insist- 
ed that they had a right to censure as well as to 
inform; for, without this right, the concession 
amounts to nothing. He noticed the arguinent 
that the censure being gencral, docs not amount 
to individual censure. Jf it is not general and 
individual censure both, the argument in favor of 
the gencral proposition is of no use, and is nuga- 
tory. He noticed the assertion of Mr. DEXTER, 
that the Iouse had a right to legislate in this case. 
Mr. N. remarked, that by this mode the Louse pre- 
cluded the regular course of legislation, by a sin- 
gle vote, at the commencement of the session. 
We are called upon to support the PRESIDENT: 
but what are we to support—his actions or his 
opinions? The Constitution does not depend on 
the Presipent; but the Presment has only stated 
an opinion to the people, and leaves it to them 
to reflect on it. He lamented that the Prrsinent’s 
weight and influence was brought so often into 
debate, Ie had heard it said it was part of a sys- 
tem: he wished it might not be injurious to him 
or to the Government. 

Mr. Monrcomery was of opinion that Mr. Dex- 
TER, and some members on that side of the ques- 
tion, had laid much stress upon a very insignifi- 
cant sort of argument. You must vote this way 
or that way, because, if you do not, the citizens of 
the United States will imagine that the whole 
Ilouse of Representatives are in favor of Demo- 
cralic societies. One gentleman [Mr. Ames] had 
told us that Fame, or Calumny, with one hundred, 
or one hundred thousand tongues, was flying over 
every Post Road on the Continent, and proclaim- 
ing that forty-five or forty-seven members of Con- 
gress were in favor of Democratic societies. It 
had likewise been alleged, that if the amendment 
could be carried, the people would consider the 
whole weight of the TIouse of Representatives 
against the societies. Mr. M. considered this rea- 
soning as entirely chimerical. The people knew, 
by this time, as well as the House itself did, that 
they were divided by a majority of one or two, 


Mr, NiıcnoLas, after a short apology for speak- ! and, which ever party gained the victory, the peo- 
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ple would pay as much respect to the votes of forty- 
five members on one side, as of forty-seven on the 
other. The trifling difference of two or three votes 
would make no impression whatever, in forming 
the sentiments of the public. 

Did gentlemen imagine that the PRESIDENT, ad- 
mitting that he was in any way interested in their 
decision, could feel any greal satisfaction ina majo- 
rity of forty-seven against forty-six? Or was the 
weight of the forty-six members to be destroyed, 
with the public, merely becase they were outvoted 
by such a narrow majority? If the amendment 
was voted at all, it would be in this way; and he 
could not possibly sce what advantage any party 
was to reap from having such a majority. The 
peopie at large know, as well as the House, the 
state of the votes on the amendment; and at any 
rate, they will judge for themselves. le wished 
the thing to fall asleep; and, as the most peaccable 
way to get rid of it, he should, if seconded, move 
the previous question, 

Several gentlemen rose to second the motion. 
Mr. Sepewrex and Mr. Dayron declared that it was 
out of order. It would bring the House into such 
a dilemma, that they could not get forward with the 
business either one way or another. 

After some dispute, this point of form was re- 
ferred to the Speaker. He declared that the mo- 
tion for the previous question was in order, the 
question being on the amendment. This opinion 
was overruled by the House. ‘he House was 
then going to divide, when— 

Mr. Garwrs rose.—lle was entirely against tho 
amendment. Jt denounced vengeance against all 
societies: this was extremely unjust. It would be 
better for the House to speak out like men, and 
name the culprits. Let a committee be appointed, 
if it must take notice of the affair, and lct them 
inquire and report what was the real cause of the 
late insurrection, Mr. C. gave an instance of a 
Democratic society that turned out as volunteers 
against the rioters. Do we think, (said Mr. C.,) 
that the Presipent interests himself in our Ad- 
dress? Sir, the Preswenr is nol to be amused 
with trifles. He is not to be tickled with the 
curn of a paragraph. What! are we to answer a 
line and a balf of a Speech, with a vote that strikes 
at the soul of all society? Are we to point the 
finger of exccration indiscriminately? What will 
be the effect, sir, of this conduct? A gentle- 
man [Mr. Sepewrck] told you the other day, that 
Democratic socicties had produced the insurrec- 
tions; but when, in the course of his observations, 
he became a little more animated, he told us that 
a forcign Envoy, Genet, had becn the cause of all 
this mischief. If this be true, the Democratic 
socicties are innocent. Sir, by this amendment 
you would prevent the freedom of speech, and 
lock the mouths of men. They are not to cen- 
sure the measures of Government, and then bad 
men may do what they please with it. I hope, 
sir, that the day will never come, when the people 
of America shall not have leave to assemble, 
and speak their mind. It is acknowledged that 
this affhir is not an object of Judicial cognizance. 
This overstraining always defeats its own pur- 


a eee 


pose. The trial of Muir, and others, on flimsy 
grounds, have done more service to the cause of 
their party than if they had received a reinforce- 
meut of five thousand fighting men. 

As to the comparison between this matter and 
St. Clair’s failure, there was no sort of similarity 
or correspondence between them. In that case, 
the House had employed servants, and was enti- 
tled to look into their conduct. The present 
amendment, on the contrary, holds up no deter- 
minate object, and has ill-nature and asperity on 
the very face of it. When the Presinexr in his 
Speech, mentioned the self-created societies, he 
did not address himself to the House of Repre- 
sentatives but to the people at large. But if it 
was to become the rule, in framing a reply, to 
make it an cxact echo of the Speech itself— 
if there was no necessity for exercising our judg- 
ments, he considered the House as losing time. 
It would be much better to take the Speech at 
once, turn the other end uppermost, and send it 
back to the Presipryr as fast as possible. As to 
this all-powerful resolution, which was to go into 
those dark cells of which the House had been told, 
it would be much better to give the gentleman 
[Mr. W. Sarm] a blacking-brush, and send him 
into them to mark out the guilty, The House 
would then know how to proceed. 

Mr. C. objected to Mr. Dexrer’s comparison, of 
a man shot dead by a ball, Hoe wanted the 
gentleman to show him the bullet; or, in plain 
terms, to show him a letter from the Democratic 
socicties of New York or Philadelphia, addressed 
to the Western people, and exciting them to in- 
surrection; but as the gentleman could show him 
no such thing, Mr, C. utterly denied the propriety 
of the parallel. 

Mr. W. Swn thonght it somewhat strange 
that, at this time of day, inembers should be call- 
ing for facts, when these are so well known to all 
the House. Je then read a set of resolutions, 
dated Sth of May last, adopted and published by 
the Democratic society of Philadelphia. These 
resolutions condemned, in the most unqualified 
terms, the appointment of John Jay as Minister 
from the United States to the Court of London, 
becanse they say he had formerly declared that 
the British were entitled to keep the Western 
posts, and because it was contrary to the Consti- 
tution to appoint a Judge to a diplomatic station. 
The strongest censure was likewise cast upon the 
Executive, for having made such an appointment. 
These resolutions were circular, and voted to be 
sent to all the Democratic socicties in the United 
States. 

Mr. S. next observed, that individual Legisla- 
turcs in the Union had passed votes of censure on 
this Tlonse; and he did not see, by a parity of 
reasoning, why the House might not also pass 
votes of censure. Mr. S. said, that there had been 
a great change of sentiments of some members of 
that TTouse. About two years ago, the Mouse of 
Representatives had determined, by thirty-five 
votes against sixteen, to pass an opinion on the 
new Constitution of France; and the gentlemen 
who had then exercised the right, now denied that 
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the House had it. Mr. S. concluded by saying, 
that the Preswweyt had denounced the Democrati- 
cal socictics, and they had denounced him. 

Mr. Grtxs rose and said, that the charge of in- 
consistency rested with the member last up; who, 
in the case referred to, had asserted that the House 
had no right to pass a vote of opinion, yet, on the 
present question insisted that they had. Mr. G. 
was one of the thirty-five who voled for an exer- 
cise of opinion, Lut this was only for returning a 
civil answer to a civil letter from the Republic of 
France. The gentlemen who gave that vote for 
an answer, knew that they were not to give an 
opinion where they could not Jegislate. There 
was, therefore, no inconsistency on the part of 
these members, but with the gentleman from 
South Carolina. Mr. G. informed the IIouse of 
his having this moment learned, that in the army, 
in the Western counties, there was nothing talked 
of but overturning Democratic societies. Nobody 
could tell where this matter might end. 

Mr. W. Smm, in reply to Mr. Gites cleared 
himself from any inconsistency in the case alluded 
to, by asserting that he had not denied the right 
of the House, but the propriety of the exercise of 
it. Ie had disapproved of the House giving an 
opinion of the merits or demerits of the French 
Constitution, which, as France was in a revolu- 
tionary state, was liable to frequent change; and 
the event had justified him, for the House had 
searee passed the vote which extolled that Con- 
stitution asa model of wisdom and magnanimity, 
when the French themselves denounced it, as in- 
consistent with their rights and liberties, But the 
gentleman from Virginia was undoubtedly incon- 
sistent, for he had, on that occasion, contended for 
the right of the House to give its opinion, and that 
in a case where the answer was to be given to the 
Sovercign of a foreign nation, respecting the affairs 
and policy of a foreign country. Tf the House were 
right on that occasion, æ Jortiori, ought they now, 
when called on by our Chief Magistrate, to give an 
opinion at an important crisis respecting the affairs 
of our own country? 

The question was then put, Shall the words 
“self-created societies and” be replaced in the 
amendment of Mr. Firzstwons? This was carried 
by a majority of forty-seven against forty-tive. 
The yeas and nays were taken on this question, 
and were as follow: 

¥rae—lisher Ames, James Armstiong, Johu Beat- 
ty. Elias Boudinot, Shemja-hub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Cof- 
fin, Joshna Coit, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Dayton, 
Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Ben- 
jamin Goodbue, James Gordon, Samnel Griffin, Wil- 
liarn Barry Grove, Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, 
Wiiam Hindinaa, Samuel Holten, John Wilkes Kit- 
tera, Llenry Latimer, Amasa Learned. Richard Bland 
Lee. Franeis Malbone, William Vans Murray, Thomas 
Senit, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, Jere- 
muh Sinith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George 
Thateher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trambull, John E. 
Van Allen, Paer Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Arenas Waid, John Watts, and Paine Wingate. 
Says—Theoduius Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 


mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabricl Christie, Tho- 
mas Cluborne, Tsane Coles, Henry Dearborn, George 
Dent, Gabricl Duval, William Findley, William B. 
Giles, James Gillespie, Christopher Greenup, Andrew 
Gregg, George Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, John 
Heath, Daniel Heister, John Hunter, Matthew Locke, 
William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Mathison, Jo- 
seph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Mont- 
gomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Ne- 
ville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, 
Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, John Smilie, Israel 
Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philp Van Cortlandt, Abra- 
ham Venable, Francis Walker, and Joseph Winston. 


Another motion was then made by Mr. Cnnistie, 
further to amend the said clause by inserting, after 
the words “ combinations of men,” the words “in 
the four Western counties of Pennsylvania, and 
parts adjacent :” 

And, on the question thereupon, it was resolved 
in the affirmative, the House being equally divided, 
to wit: yeas 46, nays 46, 

The Spraxer declaring himself with the yeas. 

The yeas and nays, as demanded by one-fifth of 
the members present, were as follow: 


Yras.x—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Hen- 
ry Dearborn, George Dent, Gabriel Duval, William 
Findley, Wiltiam B. Giles, James Gillespie, Christopher 
Greenup, Andrew Gregg, George Hancock, Carter B. 
IIaniison, John Heath, Daniel Heister, John Hunter, 
Maithew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, 
James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, 
William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlen- 
berg, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, An- 
drew Pickens, Prancis Preston, Robert Rutherford, John 
Smilie, Isracl Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, and Jo- 
seph Winston. 

Nays—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Cof- 
fin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Samuel Dexter, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, 
James Gordon, Samuel Griftin, Wilham B. Grove, Tho- 
mas Ilartley, James Hillhouse, Willian Hindman, 
Samuel Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, 
Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, 
William Vans Murray, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedg- 
wick, John S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, William 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, John FE. Van Allen, Peter Van 
Gansbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John 
Watts, and Paine Wingate. 

Another motion was then made, by Mr. Smita, 
of South Carolina, further to ainend the said clause, 
by inserting, after the word “adjacent,” in the 
amendment last agreed to, the words ‘ counte- 
nanced by self-created societics elsewhere ;” 

And, on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negalive—yeas 42, nays 50, as follows: 

Yeas—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Cof- 
fin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Samuel Dexter, 
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Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezechiel Gilbert, | the Clerk's table, was, on the question put there- 


Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Tho- 
mas Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, 
Samuel Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, 
Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, 
William Vans Murray, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedg- 
wick. Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, 
teorge Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wads- 
worth, Artemas Ward. John Watts, and Paine Wia- 
gate. 

Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P, Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, George Dent, Gabriel Duvall, William Find- 
ley, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, 
Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, 
William Barry Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. Har- 
rison, Jobn Heath, Daniel Heister, John Hunter, Mat- 
thew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James 
Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Wil- 
liam Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, 
Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Na- 
thaaicl Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, John S. 
Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Tred 
well. Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis 
Walker, and Joseph Winston. 


And then the main question being put, that the 
House do agree to the said clause, amended to read 
as followcth : 


“In tracing the origin and progress of the insurrec- 
tion, we can cutertain no doubt that eertain self-created 
sucieties and combinations of men in the four Western 
evunties of Pennsylvania, and parts adjacent, careless 
of couseqavuces, and disregarding the truth, by disse- 

‘ minating suspicions, jealousies, and accusations of the 
Government, have had all the agency you ascribe to 
them, in fowenting this daring outrage against social 
order and the authority of the laws :” 

It passed in the negative, nineteen members only 
rising in the affirmative. 

An adjournment was then called for, and carried. 


Faway, November 28. 


A petition of a number of Germans, residing in 
the county of Augusta, in the State of Virginia, 
was presented to the House and read, stating the 
inconveniences to which they are subjected, from 
an entire ignorance of the English language, and 
praying thata certain portion of the laws of the 
United States may be printed in the German lan- 

uage. Laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of John R. Livingston was 
read the sccond time, and ordered to be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House on Monday 
next. 

ADDRESS TO THE PRESIDENT. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendments reported on Tuesday last, from the 
Committee of the Whole House to whom was re- 
ferred the Address to the PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED 
SraTes, in answer to his Speech to both Houses of 
Congress; whereupon, 

The second amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, being again read at 


upon, agreed to by the House. 

A motion was then made and seconded further 
to amend the said Address, by inserting, after the 
word “insurrection,” in the first paragraph, the 
following clause: 

“ And we learn, with the greatest concern, that any 
misrepresentations whatever, of the Government and ita 
proceedings, cither by individuals or combinations of 
men, should have been made, and so far credited, as to 
foment the flagrant outrage which has been committed 
on the laws.” 

Mr. Tracy said, that he should vote for this 
amendment, if the gentleman [Mr. Nicron.s] would 
insert between the words “ been” and “so far cre- 
dited” the addition of made and. This would make 
the whole read better. 

[The additional words were immediately inserted 
by Mr. Nicnotas.] 

Mr. MeDowegxu said, that twenty-five days of 
the session were now elapsed, and he was at a loss 
to know what the Honse had been doing. This 
was a very scrious matter, and must give real con- 
cern to every friend of the country. 

Mr. Hivtwovss proposed to refer the whole sub- 
ject back to the committee, to draw up a new Ad- 
dress, such as would suit the sentiments of both 
parties in a middle course. ; 

Mr. Hears declared himself heartily tired of the 
discussion, which tended only to revive odions dis- 
tinctions. Hoe wished to adopt the motion for re- 
ferring back again to the committee. He had ‘felt 
extreme uncasiness during the whole time of these 
debates, at the nature of them. 

Mr. Batpwin felt a very mortifying impression 
at having been, this weck, a witness to such trifling 
as had taken place in the Iouse. We hare spent 
four days in drawing up an Address, and are now 
just about where we set out. While the most 
extraordinary eveuts which the world ever saw are 
passing, we cannot get at the papers on the table, 
to see how far we are concerned in these events, on 
account of so small a matter. He would agree to 
nothing but what would decide the point instanta- 
neously. 

Mr. McDowet. thought that it would be very 
odd to be sending this matter back to 2 commit- 
tee. In the interim, we proceed to dispatch the 
business recommended in the Speech, and about 
the end of the session we come forward with an 
Address, telling the Present that we are going 
to take his Specch into consideration. The affair 
would have a very odd appearance on the Journal 
of the Iouse. 

Mr. Nictiotas said that it was well known to 
be the practice to refer such a thing back to the 
former committee. These gentlemen, three in 
number, had all declared their sentiments. Two 
were for the vote of censure, and a third against 
it, They would, no doubt, continue in the same 
mind. The one member [Mr. Mapisox] would 
be out-yoted. The substance of the amcndment, 
rejected afler so long a struggle, would be put in 
again, and the whole be to commence anew. He 
had no other design in his amendment than to 
conciliate. He assured the members on the other 


947 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 948 


~ [Novemuer, 1794. 


Se owe eS ee ee 
H. or R.] Address to the President. 


side of the question, that he never would consent ! h 
to a recommitment. be turned into a calumny against It. | ; 

Mr. Dayron said, that the member from Vir- | This aspect of the crisis, however, 18 happily not the 
ginia had talked of conciliation. ‘Give me all only one which it presents. There is another, which 
my own way, and we shall have no debate.” Who | yield al ee eni opon whieh yon heve iyn from 

; : it. as demonstrated to the candid world, as well as 
oe Be pee amend pate morning t to the American People themselves, that the great body 

ASI NOL LAS gentleman? And if he comes out | of them, every where, are equally attached to the lum- 
ge apennena Roan ae ee ae inous and vital principle of our Constitution, which 

e at equal liberty of bringing ? Mr. 


X ; enjoins that the will of the majority shall prevail; that 
D. did not believe that there would have been a | they understand the indissoluble union between true 


single motion of that kind this morning, if the | liberty and regular Government; that they feel heir 
gentleman itself had not begun it. “Come,” says | duties no less than they are watchful over their rivhts , 
he, “let us conciliate. You shall all do just as I | that they will be as ready, at all times, to cush licen- 
please, and we shail all agree /” Mr. D. was for the | tiousness, as they have been to defeat usurpation: in a 
recommitment to a committoe. word, that they are capable of carrying into execution 
Mr. Awrs gave much credit to Mr. Nicuoxas for | that noble plan of self-government which they have 
his amendment, which, he doubted not, was pro- chosen, as the guarantee of their own happiness, and 
posed with the best intentions. He was quite the asylum for that of all, from every cline, who may 
tired, if not ashamed, of the debate. Two divisions | wini to unite thoir destiny with oufs. faite 
in the House, each consisting of forty-six, gave the | 4:4 de th me jet forero TPE, ai Rott 
Id but a bad prospect of our conciliation and itude with which the summons to the standard of the 
world D prosp : laws has been obeyed ; and from the sentimenta which 
unanimity through the rest of the session. , have been witnessed, in every deacription of citizens, in 
Mr. Rurnerrorp was against the commitment. 


every quarter of the Union. The spectacle, therefore, 
What would our common parent (the Presinen'r) | when viewed in its true light, may well be atirmed to 


say, if he saw us thus drawn into the tentcr-hooks | display, in equal lustre, the virtues of the American 


every oceasion which, in ihe hands of its enemies, may 


of party? character, and the value of Republican Government. 
The question was taken on recommitting the All must particularly acknowledge and applaud the 
Address, and negatived—yeas 43, nays 48. patriotism of that portion of citizens who have freely sa- 
Tho motion of Mr. Nicnoras was then put. crificed every thing less dear than the love of their coun 
Mr. Murray wanted the word “societies” in- | try, to the meritorious task of defending its happi- 
serted. ness: 


Mr. Goopuun imagined that it was no matter Fo ai part yin you have he ae Dorie eae 
whether or not, combinations of men are undoubt- a i a SE] nst IS Ne. els e addi- 
edly societies. ional proofs it has afforded of your solicitude for tho 

Mr. N sould ider the adopti f public good. Your laudable and successful endeavors 

Mr. NicuoLas w be consider the adoption Of | to render lenity in executing the laws conducive to their 
the word “ societies, as a signal of victory to the | real energy, and to convert tumult into order, without 
gentlemen on the other side of the question, He j the effusion of blood, form a particular ticle to the con- 
therefore would not consent to its admission. 


S E fidence and praise of your constituents fa all that 
Mr. Tracy had promised to vote for the motion | may be found necessary, on our part, to complete this 


an it stood. But he should declare to his learned | benevolent purpose, and to secure the miuisters and 
friend from Maryland, and to the Whole Mouse, friends of the laws against the remains of danger, our 
that, by “combinations of men,” (the words in the | due co-operation will be afforded. 

amendment of Mr. Nicuuuas,) he understood the The other subjects which you have recommended, or 


Democratic societies. communicated, and of which several are peculiarly 10- 
The amendment of Mr. Nicuouas was carried by teresting, will all receive the attention which they de- 
a large majority mand, We are deeply impressed with the importance 
me, iss EER of an effectual organization of the militia, We rejoice 
The Address, ns amended, was then read through at the intelligence of the advance and success of the 
out at the Clerk's table, as follows: + 


army under the command of Gencral Wayne, whether 
Sm: The House of Representatives, calling to mind | we Tegard it as a proof of the perseverance, prowess, 
the blessings enjoyed by the people of the United States, and superiority of our troops, or as a happy presage to 
and especially the happiness of living under constitu- | our military operations agamst the hostile Indians, and 
tions and laws which rest on their authority alone, could | as a probable prelude to the establishment of a lasting 
not learn, with other emotions than those you have ex- | peuce, upon terms of candor, equity, and good neigh- 
pressed, that any part of our fellow citizens should havo | burhood. We receive it with the greatest pleasure, as 
shown themselves capable of an insurrection. And we it increases the probability of sooner restoring a part of 
learn, with the greatest concern, that any misre presen- the public resources to the desirable object of reducing 
tations whatever, of the Government and its proceed- j the public debt. 
ings, either by individuals or combinations of men, We shall, on thia, as on all occasions, be disposed to 
should have been made, and so far credited as to foment adopt any measure which may advance the safety and 
the flagrant outrage which has been committed on the prosperity of our country. In nothing can we more 
laws. We feel, with you. the deepest regret at so pain- | cordially unite with you, that in imploring the Supreme 
ful an occurrence in the annals of our country. As | Ruler of Nations, to multiply His blessings on these 
men regardful of the tender interests of humanity, we United States; to guard our free and happy Constitu- 
look with grief at scenas which might havo stained our | tion against every machination and danger; and to 
land with civil blood. As lovers of public order, we | make it the best source of public happiness, by verify- 
lament that it has suffered so flagrant a violation ; as | ing its character of being the best safeguard of human 
zealous friends of Republican Government, we deplore ' rights. 
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Resolved, That Mr. Srraxer, attended by the 
House, do present the said Address; and that Mr. 
Manson, Mr. Sepewick. and Mr. Scott, be a com- 
mittee to wait on the Presment, to know when 
and where it will be convenient for him to receive 
the same. 

Mr. Gries, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to regulate the pay of the non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, of the 
militia of the United States, when called into ac- 
tual service, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice and committed. 

The Srrakex laid before the House a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the Uniled States, accom- 
panying his account of receipts and expenditures 
of publie moneys, irom the Ist of April to the 
30th of June, 1794; also, his account of payments 
and reecipts for the War Department, from the 
1st of July to the 30th of September, 1791, inelu- 
sive; which were read, and ordered to lio on the 
table. 

Mr. Maprson, from the committce appointed to 
wait on the PRESIDENT or TONE UNITED STATES, 
to know when and where it will be convenient for 
him to receive the Address of this House, in an- 
swer to his Speech to both IIouses of Congress, 
reported that the committee had waited on the 
Preswwent, who signified to them that it would be 
convenient to him to receive the said Address at 
twelve o'clock to-morrow, at his own house. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom was referred the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the petition of George Blanchard, 
in behalf of Edward Blanchard, whieh was made 
to this [louse on the 14th of May last, be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House on Mon- 
day next. 

The Iouse resumed the reading of the papers 
communicated by Message from the PRESIDENT OF 
THE Untrep States, on the 20th instant, and made 
a farther progress therein. 


SATURDAY, November 29. 


The Sveaker laid before the House a letter from 
Arthur St. Clair, Major General and Commander- 
in-Chief of the expedition carried on against the 
Western Indians, in the year 1791, requesting a 
speedy decision on the report of the committee 
appointed to inquire into the causes of the fuilure 
of the said expedition; which was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That n committee be appointed to re- 
port whether any, and what, alterations are neces- 
sary in the act, entilled “An act concerning the 
registering and recording of ships or vessels.” 
Also, in the act, entitled “An act for enrolling 
and licensing ships or vessels to be einployed in 
the coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating 
the same.” Also, in the aet, entitled “An act to 
regulate the collection of the duties imposed by 
law, on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, aud on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels.” 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Goon- 


HUE, Mr. Corr, Mr. Bexsamin Bourne, Mr. Firz- 
simons, and Mr. Parker. 

The Sreaxer, attended by the House, then 
withdrew to the house of the PRESIDENT OF THE 
UnitEep Srares, and there presented to him the 
Address of this House, in answer to his Speech to 
both Honses of Congress; to which the Presi- 
DENT made the following reply : 


Gentlemen: I anticipated, with confidence, the con- 
currence of the House of Representatives in the regret 
produced by the insurrection. Every effort ought to be 
used to discountenance what has contributed to foment 
it; and thus discourage a repetition of like attempts. 
For, nolwithstanding the consolations which may be 
diawn from the issue of this event, it is far better that 
the artful approaches to such a situation of things should 
be checked by the vigilant and duly admonished patriot- 
ism of our fellow-citizena, than that the evil should in- 
erease until it becomes necessary to crush it by the 
strength of (heir arma. 

Tam happy that the part which Ihave myself borne 
on this occasion receives the approbation of your House. 
For the discharge of a Constitutional duty, it is a suffi- 
cient reward to me to be assured that you will unite in 
consummating what remains to be done. 

T feel, also, great satisfaction in learning that the 
other subjects which T have communicated or recom- 
mended, will meet with due attentum; that you are 
deeply impressed with the importance of an effectual 
organization of the Militia; and that the advance and 
success of the army under the command of General 
Wayne is regarded by you, no less than myself, as a 
proof of the perseverance, prowess, and superiority of 
our Lroops. G. WASHINGTON. 


The Speaker laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of War, respecting the forti- 
fications of the United States, made pursuant to 
the resolution of this House of the 21st instant; 
which was read, and ordered to be referred to Mr. 
Fitzsimons, Mr. Goopsus, Mr. Bovpinot, Mr. 
Matnone, and Mr, Macox, with instruction to 
examine the matter thereof, and report the same, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 


` 


Monpay, December 1. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole ILouse on the bill for the relief of John 
R. Livingston; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose and reported progress. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole House 
be discharged from farther proceeding in the said 
Dill, and that it be committed to the Committee of 
Claims. 

A petition of sundry inhabitants, living between 
the lines commonly called Walker's and Hender- 
son’s lines, whose naines are thereunto subscribed, 
was presented to the House and read, praying that 
the line known by the name of Walkers line, 
may be established by Congress, as_the boundary 
between the States of Virginia and North Caro- 
lina. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Preston, Mr. Winsrox, and Mr. PICKENS; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 
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Ordered, That the petition of a number of Ger- 
mans, residing in the county of Augusta, in the 
State of Virginia, which lay on the table, be re- 
ferred to the committee last appointed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the petition of Moses My- 
ers; and, after some time spent therein, the Com- 
mitice rose and reported progress. 


PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS. 

Mr. Moore made a motion that a committee 
should be appointed to report a method for the 
more regular and effectual promulgation of the 
laws of the United States. 

Mr. Batywin rose and observed, that in a coun- 
iry so extensive as America, and where the peo- 
ple are so widely scattered, it was a work of im- 
mense difficulty to have a regular and accurate 
account of the measures of Government commu- 
nicated through every part of the Union. The 
importance of this object was equal to its difficulty. 
At the present time Government is a subject of 
such general agitation in those parts of the world 
with which we are most acquainted, and connect- 
ed, that the opinions and passions of men are there 
in a state of high fermentation. This country 
has a share of it, and, upon the common principles 
of human nature, that is unavoidable. Circum- 
stanees have, on this occasion, given to the Ame- 
rican Government a kind of importance which, 
from a comparison of ourselves to the rest of the 
world, we should not have presumed to arrogate. 
Legislation is in its nature a practical subject, and 
all men of sense and observation, in their reason- 
ings upon it, give great weight to experience. 
One single fact is, in their view, more important 
than whole volumes of ingenious theory and 
declamation. As we regard the happiness of our 
country, and as we regard the success of this kind 
of Government, which has the rights and happi- 
ness of men for its object, we ought to do all in 
our power to guard against the dangers to which 
it is exposed, and to cultivate it to the highest 
possible perfection. Mr. B. considered this coun- 
try as jimminently exposed on two quarters. One 
of these was the love of power in overbearing 
individuals, which will for ever stimulate them to 
sacrifice the rights and happiness of others to their 
own raging passion. On the other hand, there 
may arise a jealous and groundless apprehension 
of this passion, where it does not exist, which 
goes to the destruction of all confidence in those 
who are in publie trust, and which defeats all 


nor that ambition will here practice its old efforts. 
To pretend that this age or country will be ex- 
empted, is at best a mark of ignorance or foliy. 
The love of power is one of the first and strongest 
passions in the human breast. The talents which 
vindicate their way to the first place in Govern- 
ment, are most frequently accompanied with a 
proportionable share of ambition. ‘This is equally 
the ease in limited Governments as in others. 
Perhaps it will even be found to be more so. The 
greater the limitations, the more restive aud un- 
easy will be the passion. The shorter the chain 
which limits their indulgence, the more will it be 
quarrelled with, Our Government is not founded 
on an idea that this disposition does not exist, but 
it guards against its ill effects. Jf proper atten- 
tion is paid to preserve, as far as possible, the ex- 
act distribution of powers between the Federal 
and State Governments, and between the different 
departments and officers of Government; and if 
the conduct. of public functionaries be surrounded 
with light, there is great reason to hope that they 
will keep each other in their proper places, and 
that, for 2 long time to come, the public happiness 
will be secured. 

Mr. B. then spoke of the second description of 
peraons before mentioned, and from whom he said 
much danger and trouble might be expected in all 
free Governments. ‘They were always grumbling 
and finding fault with publie men and public mea- 
sures. Like the former, these people are also com- 
monly actuated by ambition, and frequently by that 
of the most dangerousand blackest kind. No mea- 
sures were so good, and no men so honest, as to 
escape their attack, yot they never applied any 
remedy. Follow them throughout their whole 
lives, and you find few instances of any good which 
they have done. A conscious inferiority of cha- 
racter prevents thein from seeking openly places 
of tho first confidence, till they have, by their 
poison in the dark, destroyed those whom their 
fellow-citizens had always considered as their 
superiors in wisdom and houesty. They do not 
hesitate to destroy the peace of society, and de- 
stroy the happiness of a whole community, to get 
into office themselves, and to indulge their ambi- 
tion. It cannot be too much regretted, that such 
a shameful course should, from the fears and 
ignorance of society, become so much a high road 
to places of office and trust. People would not 
suffer such things were it not that they are so 
much in the dark. For that reason, these men 
are always most at work, and do most mischief in 
the darkest corners. ‘Those whose eyes are weak, 
their efforts for the publie good. It was not ma-| or who sit in bad light, are most easily made to 
terial to determine which of these was most likely | see spectres and goblins, and in their most hideous 
to be the source of frequent and formidable dan- | forms. 
ger. It is not improbable that the one or the other} The only cure against these mischiefs is to pour 
will be fonnd by experience to predominate at dif- | in light into every corner of the country. Let all 
ferent times, from the accidents which bring dif | the measures of the Government be accompanied 
ferent men into place. Reverting to the motion | by a blaze of day, and like the birds of night these 
just now made, Mr. B. observed, that if the peo- animals are dislodged. They cannot bear the light. 
ple are properly informed, and do their duty, it| It ean scarcely be conceived by those who have 
will be casy to guard against both these cvils. | no calls to visit the interior and more retired parts 
That there will be ambitious men, even in this | of the country, how much the peace of our society 
age, and in this country, there can be no doubt, | is disturbed by the malicious propagation of poli- 
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tical falsehood. The most wicked lies are hept in 
circulation, for months together, aud before they 
can be effectually contradicted, the people have 
almost become frantic. For example, Mr. B. men- 
tioned, that it had been asserted that a poll-tax of 
forty shillings per head had been laid on all the 
inhabitants, that the excise has been extended to 
wheat, to looms, and to the implements of hus- 
bandry, and that the late drafts of the eighty 
thousand militia are sold to France to carry on 
the war! It is probable that riots and insurrec- 
tions are fomented by these rumors more than by 
all other causes. If a constant and regular pub- 
lication of all that is done could be made to reach 
every part of the United States, ıt would be an 
effectual, and, perhaps, the only cure of these mis- 
chiefs. The people of this extensive country 
have, for these ten years, enjoyed all the essential 
bencfits of society, ou very easy terms. A man 
with five or six hundred acres of land is scarcely 
called upon for a dollar of taxes in a year. Per- 
haps no people on carth ever enjoyed so fully the 
benefits of society with so few burdens, Is it not 
a distressing consideration, that when we have so 
few real evils, we should create to ourselves im- 
oginary ones, that give us so much useless un- 
casiness? Some wrong measures have taken 
place, and hereafter will take place, and nobody 
can expect that any kind of measures will give 
universal satisfaction. ‘This would be to expect 
that the Government should be perfect and the 
people perfect. There is reason to hope that the 
Government will become more wise and cautious 
from experience, and that fewer of their measures 
will be obnoxious, But we need only tu know 
our condition, and to be able to compare it to that 
of the rest of the world, to feel happy, and to do 
all in our power not to disgrace in the outset, the 
fair experiment in Governmeut which this coun- 
try has already so strongly recommended to the 
rest of the world. Mr. B. was persnaded that the 
more public measures were understood, the more 
this would be a common sentiment. Le conclud- 
ed by recommending some further and more ex- 
tensive provision on the subject eontemplated in 
the motion under consideration. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to re- 
port what further provisions are necessary for the 
general promulgation of the Laws of the United 
States. 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. MOORE, 
Mr. Baupwin, and Mr. HEISTER. 

Mr. Parken made a report from the select 
commillce appointed to take into consideration 
that part of the PresrpEnt’s Speech which re- 
commended opening a trade with the Indians. 

The committee were of opinion that the plan 
suggested might be carried into execution for an 
expense of an hundred thousand dollars. ‘The 
matter was referred to a Committce of the Whole 
House on Thursday next. 

Mr. GILES then moved to go into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill to regulate the 
pay of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates of the militia, wheu called into the 
actual service of the United States. 


The House accordingly went into a Committee 
of the Whole. 

In the course of the discussion, Mr. HILT.HOUSE 
having spohen for sume time, Mr. DAYTON rose 
uext. Ile began by remarking that it was not to 
be expected that he was to make any observations 
on what had been said by the member just sat 
down, us he did not hear ten words that the gen- 
tleman suid. This was owing to noise in the 
House. 

The Committee, after some time, rose, the 
Chairman reported progress, and the House ud- 
journed. 


Tuxsvay, December 2. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, statmg his 
intention of resigning his office on the last day of 
January next, and which he now communicates, 
in order that an opportunity may be given, pre- 
vious to that event, to institute any further pro- 
ceedings which may be contemplated, if any there 
be, in consequence of the inquiry during the last 
session, into the state of the Treasury Department ; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A memorial of the Legislative Council and 
TIouse of Representatives of the Territory of the 
United States South of the river Ohio, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying that such 
further measures may be adopted for the effectual 
protection and preservation of the people of the 
said Territory, against the hostile incursions of the 
Indian tribes, as to the wisdom of Congress shall 
seem mect. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Wholo House on Pri- 
day next. 

Mr. Bouprnoz, from the committee appointed to 
examine the Journal of the last session, und to re- 
port therefrom, all such matters of business as 
were then depending and undetermined ; and, also, 
to examine and report such laws of the United 
States, as have expired, or will expire before the 
next session, made a further report; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

‘The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole ILouse on the bill to regulate the pay 
of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates, of the Militia of the United States, when 
called into actual service, and for other purposes ; 
and, after some time spent thercin, the Committee 
rose and reported progress. 

The Louse resumed the reading of the papers 
communicated by the Message from the PRESI- 
DENT, on the 20th ultimo, and went through the 
same, 


Wepnrspay, December 3. 
On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That provision be made by law, for com- 
pensating the sufferers by the depredations of the in- 


i surgents in the Western counties of Pennaylvania,” 


Ordered, That the said motion he committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 
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The following Message was received from the | 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I transmit to you an official statement of the expen- 
diture, to the thirtieth of September last, from the 
sums heretofore granted to defray the contingent ex- 
penses of Government, by acts passed the twenty-sixth 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, 
and the niuth of June, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unrrep States, December 3, 1194. 


The said Message and statement were read and 
ordered to lie. 

The House resolved itself into a Committce of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury on the petition of George Blanch- 
ard, in behalf of Edward Blanchard ; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committce had had the said report under 
consideration, and come to a resolution thereupon ; 
which was twice read, and agreed to by the 
House, as follows : 

Resolved, That the accounting officers of the 
Treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
audit and pass the account of the late Kdward 
Blanchard, deceased, according to the course of 
‘Treasury settlement. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant tothe said resolution, and that Mr. AMES, 
Mr. Wineare, and Mr. GLENN, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom were referred the reports 
of the Secretary of War, of the seventeenth of 
March last, on sixty petitions; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Caleb Worley be placed on the 
list of pensioners, pursuant to the report of the 
Scerctary of War. 

Resolved, That Charles Fierer, from the peculiar 
circumstances attending his case, be also placed on 
the list of pensioners, and that he be allowed the 
half-pay of Captain. 

Ordered, That the said resolutions be commit- 
ted to the Committee of Claims, with instruction 
to prepare aud bring in a bill or bills, pursuant 
thereto. 

Ordered, That the reports of the Seerctary of 
War on the several petitions of John Beunet, and 
Abraham Sutton, of John Lachman, and of Haf- 
field White, which were made to this House, on 
the seventeenth of March last, be referred tq the 
Committee of Claims. 

Ordered, That the report of the committce on 
the memorial of Joseph Wull, which was made ou 
the twenty-second of April last, be also referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

‘The Ifouse resolved itself into a Committee of 


and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and reported progress. 
THANKS TO GENERAL WAYNE. 

Mr. Swit, of South Carolina, moved three 
resolutions of thanks, one to General Wayne, a 
sceond to the officers and soldiers of the legion, 
| and a third to General Scott. and the volunteers 

under his command. Mr. S. observed that the 
House had not, on their Journals, any vote of this 
nature. The American Armics in the Westward 
had, since the establishment of the new Constitu- 
tion, becn, till lately, rather unsuccessful. We did 
not wish to make the thanks of the House too 
cheap; but, at the same time, he thought this a 
proper opportunity to bestow them. He made 
the present motion with the more readiness and 
pleasure, because he had oncc had occasion to make 
a motion that ended in General Wayne being 
obliged to quit his seat in that House. 

The resolution was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. Gi.rs was sensible of the high merit of the 
officer and his troops; but the Ilouse assemble to 
legislate, not to give opinious. Ile wished that 
this measure might be deliberately weighed, as it 
might tend to consequences not yet forescen, to go 
into a practice of this kind. He wished the louse 
to go into a Committee on the subject. 

MIr. Suri vindicated the propriety of the reso- 
lutions. He adverted to the vote of opinion in 
the case of the French Constitution, and also on 
the death of Dr. FRANKLIN, which last, Mr. S. 
said, was like offering a vote of thanks to the 
dead. 

Mr. SHERBURNE thought, that by delaying to 
press the resolutions, at present, it was more likely 
that they would pass with unanimity. 

Mr, Dzarzorn was willing to vote in general, 
but he could not vote for any particular thanks to 
Gencral Wayne, on account of his attention to the 
discipline of the troops, because the member did 
not know anything particular of it. He wished 
the thing to be done promptly, or it would lose 
much of its merit. 

Mr. Sven withdrew the resolutions, and gave 
notice that he should bring them forward again 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Murray moved a vote of thanks to the 
militia who have been Jately called out in support 
of the laws of the United States. This was laid 
on the table till to-morrow. 

A resolution respecting compensation to the in- 
dividuals who have been personal sufferers in the 
late insurrection was called up, and, being read, 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole 

l House to-morrow. 


| 
THURSDAY, December 4. 

Mr. BEATTY, from the committce appointed, 
| presented a bill for the relict of Peter Covenhoven ; 
| which was read twice, and committed. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 


the Whole House on the bil to regulate the piy ; prepare and bring ina bill or bills fur the relief of 
of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and | sick or disabled seamen; and that Mr. VENABLE, 
privates, of the Militia of the United States, when | Mr. WinGark, Mr. Cops, Mr. Kirrera, and Mr. 
called into actual service, and for other purposes ; | CARNES, be the said comunittee. 
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Mr. Frrzsimons, from the committee to whom but that was only a communication between the 
was referred the Report of the Secretary of War, | House and the Prestpext, and was not addressed 
respecting the Fortifications of the United States, | to the army: a vote of thanks would be formally 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to | transmitted to the army; would be considered ag 
be committed to a Committce of the Whole House | an expression of the sensibility of the House, and 
on Monday next. would, he was persuaded, be highly gratifying to 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit. | the gallant General and his brave army. Mr, 
tee of the Whole House, on the bill to regulate the | Sumra said he felt a peculiar pleasure in making 
pay of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, | this motion, as he had on a former occasion found 
and privates, of the Militia of the United States, | it his duty to make the motion which declared 
when called into actual service, and for other pur- | the vacancy of General Wayne's scat in the 
poses; and, after some time spent therein the Com- | Jouse, a circumstance whieh had given him con- 


mittee rose and reported progress. siderable pain at the time, but which had proved 
a ; as ka a fortunate event, as an opportunity was thereby 
THANKS TO GENERAL WAYNE. afforded the Gencral of serving his country in the 


Mr. W. Smitu wished to make his promised | field. i . 
motion, which he prefaced by observing that he |, Mr. Smrrn concluded with saying, that as he 
had varied it at the request of several gentlemen. | had no doubt the services of the army had made 
In the original motion, he had particularly no- | the same impression on the House as they had on 
ticed the diligence of the General ia disciplining | him, he trusted the motion he was about to make 
his army to the nature of the service in which | would be honored with an unanimous vote. He 
they were engaged, and his fortitude and perse- | then moved the three resolutions, as follow : 
verance in encountering the difficulties which op- 
posed his march through a wilderness. 

Though he and many others were ready to ac- 
knowledge in the fullest manner the merits of the 
General in those important particulars, yet as they 
were not matters of general notoricty, and as 
unanimity on an occasion like the present was 
extremely desirable, he had now confined the 
motion to the brilliant action of the 20th August. 

Mr. Smrt was ready to admit that there was 
no precedent on their Journals for a vote of thanks 
to the army ; but it was not to be thence inferred 
that the measure was improper: unfortunately, no 
success had occurred since the establishment of 
the present Government which called for this tes- 
timony of public gratitude. 

There were indeed on the Journals votes of 
thanks to the Speakers of the House, and there 
was a vote, on the death of Dr. Franklin, expres- 
sive of his services, both of which cases might | that some mode might be adopted for expressing 
be considered as bearing some analogy to the pre- | the general opinion of the House against the prac- 
sent, though not precisely similar. tice. 

Under the former Government innumerable cir- | Mr. Kirrrra was for restoring the clause re- 
cumstances might be quoted. With respect to ; specting the vigilance of General Wayne in attend- 
the practice in itself, he had no doubt of its pro- | ing to the discipline of his troops. 
pricty. He considered this kind of remuneration Mr. Vlinnnouse hoped that the resolutions 
as a just and merited reward for past services, | would not be adopted. Ie should yo farther than 
aud an honorable excitement to future exertions, | the gentleman from Virginia [Mr, Gites} and 
Those who performed them were, in his opinion, | vote against them. ‘The House, in their Answer 
entitled to the gratitude of their fellow citizens, | to the Parsment, had expressed their approba- 
which could be no otherwise publicly expressed | tion, and that was enough, It was not the busi- 
than through their Constitutional organ, the Ro- | ness of that House, but of the Eyncvrive, to CX- 
presentatives of the people. When they had this | press such things. Mr. Il bad voted Inogt Cor- 
claim, to withhold that public expression was to j dially for that part of the Address respeuting the 
be unjust. Satisfied then, as he was, that General | Western army. The answer to the Speceh of the 
Wayne and the army under his command had | Persipesr would always afford a good opportu- 
deserved well of their country, had performed | nity of conveying these kind of matters. It 
signal and splendid services, from which he anti | would immediately become necessary to give 
cipated very important advantages, he could not | thanks in every case; and not to give them will 
suppress thig tribute of applause, be regarded as an implied censure. He trusted 

He was aware it might be said the House had | that the gentleman woall withdraw his motion, 
already in their answer to the Parsmmest’s Speech | and that the House in this way would get rid of 
bore ample testimony to the good conduct of the | it. Ile had, and he repeated it again, a high 
army, and that it was unnecessary to go farther; | sense of the mait of the oflicers aud svldicrs of 


Resolved, That the thanks of this House be given 
to Major General Wayne for the good conduct and 
bravery displayed by him in the action of the 20th 
August last with the Indians, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this 
House be given to the brave officers and soldiers of the 
legion under the orders of Major General Wayne, for 
their patience, fortitude, and bravery. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Ilonse be given to 
Major General Scott, and to the gallant mounted vol- 
unteers from the State of Kentucky, who have served 
their country in the field during the late campaign, 
under the orders of Major General Wayne, for their 
zeal, bravery, and good cunduct, 


Mr. Gigs foresaw many bad consequences 
that might ensue from the practice of giving 
opinions of men. One part of the House might 
he for a vote of thanks, and the other against it. 
He should vote for the proposition, but wished 
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the army under General Wayne, but he had said 
so already in the Address to the Prespent, It 
had been urged, as a precedent for’ this measure, 
that it was usual to thank the Speaker. This was 
& mere ceremony. He wished that it had never 
come into practice, but since it had been so, he 
should always agree to the vote of thanks. 

Mr. Murray thought that we might trust that 
the House would always have too much prudence 
to abuse their thanks, by giving them improperly. 
By way of precedent, Mr. M. read a vote of the 
State of Virginia, thanking Governor Lee for his 
conduct in the Western insurrection. 

Mr. Nicuotas approved highly of the conduct 
of the troops, but it was only an act of duty. If 
we send soldiers against the Indians, it is supposed 
that they will stand to their posts, otherwise 
the Government cannot be supported even for a 
month, 

Mr. HıLLAouse saw no business which the House 
had with the proceedings in the State of Virginia. 
It had been hinted that the army under General 
Wayne might feel disagreeably, if the resolution 
should be rejected. With that Mr. H. had no 
business. He acted on principles without regard- 
ing the feelings of individuals. 

Mr. W. Smitu agreed with gentlemen that the 
prince! object of the House was to legislate ; 
ut it did not follow that they were to be confine 
merely to legislation, Every Legislative body ex- 
ercised the right of opinion in cases where no act 
was to follow. This House has frequently exer- 
cised it; the answers to the Preswwent’s Speech ; 
the answer to'the King of the French on his ac- 
ceptance of the Constitution of ninety-one; the 
opinion of the House on the merits of that Consti- 
tution ; tho vote respecting Benjamin Franklin; 
the vote of last session in reply to a letter from 
the Committee of Public Safety of France ;` the 
votes of thanks to the Speakers, were precedents 
on the Journals which refuted a contrary doctrine. 
It had been said that the latter case was a mere 
matter of form. Mr. S. thought differently, and 
if ever he was in that House when a vote of 
thanks should be proposed to a Speaker who had 
no claim to it, he should feel it his duty to oppose 
it Gentlemen apprehended that this practice 
might lead to innumerable difficulties hereafter. 
But every House would exercise its judgment and 
discretion. Members would not be so rash as to 
propose the thanks of the House where serious 
opposition was expected, nor would the thanks be 
voted unless well merited. He was unwilling as 
any member to make the thanks of the House too 
cheap ; but all must confess that if ever there was 
an occasion where they were properly called for, 
this was one, To deny the right or expediency of 
the practice was in fact to strip the House of one 
of its most agreeable functions, that of expressing 

its gratitude. 

It had been advanced as an objection, that the 
two Houses might differ; one might vote thanks 
and the other censure, in the same case; but that 
might happen in other cases where the propriety 
of expressing an opinion was admitted; in an- 
swering the Paesipent’s Speech in the State Le- 


gislatures, where thanks were frequently voted, 
the two branches might differ: that was never 
deemed an objection to the practice; each House 
expressed its individual opinion. 

Mr. Smira said if the House had been sitting 
in September last when the account arrived of 
this victory, would the members have then felt-as 
coldly as they now do? No; he was convinced 
that in the moment of joy and gratitude, they 
would have unanimously voted thanks to the 
army without the least hesitation; but they have 
since had time to cool, and the impression is worn 
away. 

Gentlemen should consider the hard services 
of that army; how badly paid they were; the 
nature of the country they were in, and then de- 
termine whether the brilliant action of the 20th 
August is to go unrewarded? To appreciate 
truly the merits of that army in obtaining so sig- 
nal a victory, let the House reflect on the conse- 
quences of a defeat: the army disbanded and 
broken up; the frontiers exposed to the ferocious 
savages; the combination of the tribes more ce- 
mented and formidable; an expensive, long, and 
bloody war. What is now our prospect? The 
frontiers protected; the combination of the tribes 
dissolved, and peace with them all a probable 
event. 

Before, therefore, the motion which he had 
made could be got rid of, it was incumbent on 
the gentleman on the other side to show, either 
that it was improper in any case whatever to pass 
a vote of thanks, or that this was not a case enti- 
tled to them; to do the first they must establish, 
in the face of precedents innumerable, a doctrine 
destructive of one of the most amiable privileges 
of the House ; to do the last, they must express a 
sentiment which would, he was persuaded, be re- 
pugnant to the sentiments of all their constitu- 
ents, for throughout the United States there was 
but one opinion on this subject, and that was in 
unison with the motion. Having made the mo- 
tion after due deliberation, he certainly should not 
withdraw it; but would submit it to the good 
sense of the House. 

Mr. Coir moved the previous question. He 
thought the practice of dangerous consequence. 
It might produce much uncomfortable proceeding 
in that House. He was seconded by a number of 
members, ‘ 

Mr. Parxer felt the highest esteem for the ser- 
vices of the Western army. He was intimate both 
with General Wayne and General Scott; but he 
disapproved of the practice upon principle. It 
was wrong in Mr. Murray to quote the proceed- 
ings in the Legislature of Virginia, where the 
Governor was in authority a mere cypher, be- 
cause the two cases did not apply. The Federal 
Government was on a quite different footing, a 
mixture of monarchy, of aristocracy, and of de-_ 
mocracy. The Presipenr represented the mon- 
archical part. It was his business to give thanks, 
if requisite. If he himself was an officer in that 
army, Mr. P. said that he should be satisfied by 
the first thanks, those in the Answer to the Prest- 
pent. He would be hurt by the second as uncon- 
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stitutional. What if, in the mean time, General 

Wayne aud his army may have committed some | 
error that requires an inquiry, and the House are. 
to go into it with this vote of thanks staring then | 
in their face! It had been said by Mr. Sarsi, , 
that if we had been sitting in September, when ! 
this news arrived, a vote of thanks would have | 
been passed iminediately and unanimously. I be 
lieve no such thing (said Mr. P.) We should have : 
recommended such a step to the Prrsipent. 

Mr. Ges said, that if there ever could have 
been any doubt as to the impropriety of the reso- | 
lution, that was now removed, [alluding to the. 
speech of Mr. Parker.] le thought that the | 
gentleman [Mr. Coit] who moved the previons 
question had acted from the best motives. Two | 
gentlemen [Mr. Gites referred to Mr. Sepewick - 
and Mr. Aves] had recommended an appeal to | 
Jeeling, Weare sent here to reason. A gentle- | 
man [Mr. Sepawrex] says that he has feelings | 
which he cannot express. Let him strive to 
express them. It is not expected that a mem- 
ber is to express all that he may fecl on every 
subject. | 

Mr. Murray said he thought the present reso- | 
lution proper, unexeceptionable, and as the fate 
of this question would have an cifect on the mo- 
tion for thanks lo the militia, which he brought | 
forward yesterday, he hoped it would succeed, 
and that its mover [Mr. Santu, of South Caro 
lina,] would not withdraw it. Gentlemen who 
are against the vote have talked of precedent. If! 
exainple would serve their feclings with a stimu- | 
lus, he would take the liberty of calling 

| 
| 
| 
| 


attention to a page he had in his hand, in which 
they would find that some of our constituents 
have got the start of us, for the House of Dele- 
gates of Virginia had very properly considered 
the conduct of their Governor [Mr. Lee] in a 
light which merited their thanks for his acceptance 
of the command of his fellow-citizens against the 
insurgents, Mr. M. read the vote from a news- 
paper, which was a unanimous one. Te said he 
considered this circumstance as extremely auspi- 
cious to both votes. 

Ile said he had no objection to consider the 
practice as founded in principles which would | 
bear examination. Me thought it more necessary 
in the administration of our Government the 
great basis of whieh was public opinion—than in | 
that of any other which he bad read or heard of. ! 
Here onr theories have made a bold appeal to the | 


reason and feelings of our fellow-citizens. Nei- | 
ther titles, nor hereditary honors, nor crosses, 


nor 
ribunds, nor stars, nor garters, are permitted orl 
endurable. Neither would they be accepted here | 
were they offered, We had but two ways, as far 
as his knowledge then served him, of rewarding 
or acknowledging great displays of public virtue. 
One way is by pay in money; the other by thanks 
expressed by vote, or presented and perpetuated 
in some memorial, as in a medal. The first is | 
unequal, as the fortunes of men differ, so would 
such reward not be equally valuable to all its 
objects, aud were it practicable to apportion this 
reward agrecably to the fortunes of men, thére 


3p Cox.—31 


is a something ill-assorted in it with the idea of 
honorable ambition; nor did he think there was 
any good man who had a spark of what is called 
sentiment in his bosom, who would not say the 
reward was not only lame for want of uniformity, 
but defective in point of taste in its species. He 
believed much in the sense of duty as a motive to 


good and reasonable services, and that an cn- 


lightened mind would feel the close alliance 
bets cen interest and duly ; but he held reward to 
be cssential, politically considered, to the practice 
of great virtue, taking men as you find them. 
Not that money can be an adequate reward ; it 
was therefore that he wished to see a style of ac- 
hnowledgment derived both from the genius of 
the Government aud congenial with the passions 
Which work on the side of virtue—a mode as far 
removed from mere avarice as it was nearly asso- 
ciated to the movements of the most elevated 
minds. He readily yielded his belief that the 
gentlemen who were unwilling to adopt the prac- 
tice fully admitted the merits to which they did 
not think ıt expedient to give a vote of thanks ; 
but the precedent, founded expressly on the prin- 
ciple, that in no case of the greatest cvents are we 
to give thanks to the agents in them, will abso- 
lutely strip the Government of the only power its 
‘onstitution admits of conferring deserved distinc- 
tion. He thougit that publie gratitude was a 
great fund, which if judicionsly and delicately 
economised, might be rendered a source of great 
and good actions. It is an honor both to the 
nation that can feel and express it, and to those 
who receive it. He did not think it ought to be 
lightly drawn on, and hoped a line which it 
was more easy to conceive than draw, would be 
adopted by the House to save the Legislature 
from those perilous occasions which would Jessen 
its value, ancl that no member would ever move 
a vote of thanks but upon the happening of some 
event so strikingly great and useful as to carry 
but one opinion. The two events designated at 
present (for he saw both votes were to have one 
fate) were great, highly interesting, and carried 
but one opinion. The army under General 
Wayne had gained a brilliant victory. It was, 
he believed, the first great victory thal had at- 
tended the arms of the United Slates since the 
adoption of the Constitution. That army merit- 
ed the thanks of their country, and we may say 
so. They had not only gained victory and fame, 
but had eained them in a solitude where the 
voice of fame could not be heard; ina profound 
wilderness, where neither the soothings of just am- 
bition can reach them, nor the smiles of social 
and civilized life can comfort them after their 
severe labors. 

The militia, both officers and men, in “ quelling 
the insurrection,” had displayed the wisdom and 
virtue which the Constitution had anticipated ; 
had eminently deserved the most public testi- 
mony to their good conduct, Shall we, as we 
certainly feel this to be true, be deterred from 
expressing what we feel, because the folly of a 
future moment may possibly betray us into an 
undue multiplication of thanks, or because we 
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may be harassed by a fatiguing succession of 
calls npon our gratitude? There esuld be little 
fear that great events would crowd too fast upon 
our feclings, and take up our time by applause, 
and he believed his constituents would readily 
admit the importance of two such events as some 
excuse for the time we consume in celebrating 
them. 

In favor of the principle, we are supported by 
the example of the old Congress, by the practice 
of all nations, and by the known character of 
human nature in all cases and everywhere. The 
ancients and the moderns, by a variety of inven- 
tions and of policy, analugous to our object, en- 
deavored to enlist all the passions in the public 
service. The old Congress understood the springs 
that work in great events, and though there was 
in the glorious Revolution which they guided, an 
ardor in the public mind that needed little aid, 
they did not disdain an appeal to the just pride 
and ambition of the individual; that the motives 


to public virtue might be multiplied, they in many | 


instances took eare that great events and services 
should be attended by some small but inestimable 
memorial. 

Mr. Axes.—T'he apprehensions of the House 
have been attempted to be alarmed, as if they 
were pushed to adopt hastily and unguardedly 
some dangerous new principle. ‘Ihe practice of 
all public bodies without exception, has been to 
express their approbation of distinguished public 
services, Instead of establishing a new principle, 
the attempt is now made to induce us to depart 
from an old one. Nay, the objection taken alto- 
gether is still more inconsistent and singular, for it 
is urged, the Answer of the House to the Prest- 
prxt’s Speech has already expressed our appro- 
bation of the conduct of General Wayne and his 
army. It is, say they, superfluous to express it 
again. The argument opposed to the vote of 
thanks stands thus: It is a dangerous new princi- 
ple, without a precedent, and without any just 
authority from the Constitution, to thank the 
army ; for, the objectors add, we have in the An- 
swer to the Speech expressed all that is contained 
in the motion. It is unusual to quote precedent, 
and our own recent conduct, to prove a motion 
unprecedented, and to prove a measure new and 
dangerous because it has been adopted without 
question or apprehension heretofore. 

The thanks of this body addressed directly to 
‘the army will be much more acceptable than an 
opinion conceruing them in our Answer to the 
Speech, and which they may not happen ever to 
hear of. 

It has been said, with an air of triumph, that we 
are to be guided by reasoning, not feeling, as if I 
had made an attempt by an appeal to the latter to 
Jead the House astray. ‘This observation appears 
to have made some impression, and ‘it is proper 
therefore to notice it. 

Reason is the test of what is true and what is 
useful. When our interests are depending on a 
vote, we cannot be too circumspect to avoid the 
intrusion of our feelings. During the last session 
ihe opposers of the measures which were then 


1 urged upon the House, used all their endeavors to 
| expose their injurious tendency. Some of those 
who would now pass for all reason, made a boast 
then of being all fecling. Then they reproached 
us with an unchangeable adherence to what we 
thought the interests of the country: on such 
questions, where crror may be ruin, the passions 
| turn traitors. On such occasions we had our 
feelings, but we thought ourselves bound by all 
that we owed to duty and our country to suppress 
them. It was then proper to be cool, considerate, 
and cautious, 

But is the present question of such a nature? 
i It has nothing to decide respecting the abstract 
truth of the proposition, for the assertion con- 
tained in the vote of the merit of the army is un- 
‘ deniable; it cannot be opposed by any plea of pub- 
lic duty, for it is not an act of authority, nor will 
it affect any onc interest or right of socicty. 

lt is simply a question of mere propriety ; andis 
it a novelty, is it anything to alarm the caution 
of the Ilouse, that such questions are always to 
be decided by fecling? What but the sense of 
propriety induces me to perform to others the 
nameless and arbitrary duties, and to receive from 
others the rights which the civilities and rcfine- 
ments of life have erected into laws? In cases 
of a more serious kind, is not sentiment the only 
prompt and enlightened guide of our conduct? If 
| I receive a favor, what but the sentiment of grati- 
tude ought to direct me in my acknowledgments? 
| Shall 1 go to my benefactor and say, Sir, I act 
i coolly and carefully; I will examine all the cir- 
| cumstances of this transaction; and if upon the 
whole I find some cause of gratitude, I will thank 
you. 1s this gratitude or insult? The man who 
affects to hold his feelings, and his best feclings 
back for this cold-blooded process of reasoning, 
has none. He deceives himself, and attempts to 
deccive others, if he pretends to reason up or to 
reason down the impressions which actions wor- 
| thy of gratitude and admiration make upon his 
heart. Was it necessary to wait for the joy and 
exultation which the news of the victory of Gen- 
eral Wayne instantly inspired, till we could pro- 
eced with all due phlegm and caution to analyze 
it? The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Nicno- 
LAs] has not even yet received the impressions 
which are so natural and so nearly universal ; for 
he has insisted that the army has only dono its 
duty, and therefore it is improper to express 
our thanks. Indeed, it has done its duty, but 
|in a manner the most splendid, the most worthy 
of admiration and thanks. That gentleman has 
also expressed his doubts of the very important 
nature of the victory, and onc would suppose 
it was thought by many a very trivial advan- 
tage that is gaincd. It is such an one, however, 
as has humbled a victorious foe; as has avenged 
| the slaughter of two armies; as gives us the rea- 
sonable prospect of a speedy peace. Can we 
desire anything more ardently than a termination 
of the Indian war? 

The same gentleman, or some other opposing 
the vote of thanks, has said, if our armies have 
done well, they are paid for it, as if money was 
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the measure and the recompense of merit. No, sir, 1 J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn, Gabriel Duvall, William 


our soldiers did not reason coldly (as we are now 
exhorted to do) in the day of battle. When the 
war-whoop would have shrunk hearts that had 
nothing more than reasoning on their wages and 
their services to animate them, did our brave soldiers 
think only of their ninepence a day? If they had, 
we should not have had this occasion to offer to 
them the thanks of the uation. 

A soldier, of all men, looks to this kind of re- 
compense for his services; and surely, to look to 
the approbation and applause of his country, is one 
means of keeping alive the sentiments of citizen- 
ship which ought not to be suffered to expire even 
in a camp. Shall we make it an excuse for refus- 
ing to pass this vote that we establish the prinei- 
ple of thanking nobody? Is not this, as a princi- 
ple, as novel, as improper, as that which alarms 
our opponents? And shall we establish it as a 
principle against the known praclico of other 
assemblies and of this, and against the intrinsic 
propriety of the case, merely because we think our 
discretion will not be tirm enough in future to pre- 
vent the abuse of the practice? Scarecly any abuse 
could have a worse influence than the refusal to 
adopt this vote, because, should the negative pre- 
vail, what would the army believe? Would they 
not say, a vote of thanks has been rejected? It is 
said we have not done much, and what we have 
done is merely our duty, for which we receive 
wages? 

The debate has taken such a turn, that T con- 
fess I could have wished the motion had not been 
made. For the most awkward and ridiculous 
thing in the world is to express our gratitude 
lothly. But at least it offers to those who fear 
that votes of thanks will be too frequent, some 
sevurity against their apprehensions. Would any 
man risk the feelings and character of his friend by 
an attempt to force a vote of thanks by a bare 
majority through the House? No, an ingenuous 
mind will shrink from this gross reward. If there 
is any force in the precedent it is feared we are 
now making, it will operate more to deter from 
than to invite the repetition. 

Mr. Dearporx was in favor of the original 
motion. In addition to some remarks relative to 
the Republicanism of the idea of the Representa- 
tives of the people thanking the armies of the 
people for their prowess and victories, he compared 
the argument against the resolutions on the score 
of abuse to a miser’s excusing himsclf from the 
practice of charity, lest he should bestow it on un- 
worthy objects. 

Mr. Rutuerrorp was opposed to the previous 
question. He hoped the resolution of thanks 
would pass without a dissenting voice. 

The previous question was now called for, by 
five members, viz: “Shall the main question to 
agree to the said resolution, be now put?” And 

On the previous question, “Shall the said main 
question be now put?” it was resolved in the af- 
firmative—yeas 52, nays 36, as follows: 

Yxras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Abraham 
Baldwin, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lam- 
bert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, William 


Findley, Thomas T’itzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, 
Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, 
Williain Barry Grove, George Hancock, Daniel Heister, 
William Hindman, Samuel Lolten, John Wilkes Kittera, 
Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, William Lyman, 
Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, Peter Muh- 
lenberg, William Vans Murray, ea | Neville, An- 
drew Pickens, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, The- 
odore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, 
George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John E. Van Allen, Philip Wan Cortlandt, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, John Watts, Paine Win- 
gate, Richard Winn, and Juseph Winston. 

Naya.—Theodorus Bailey, John Beatty, Thomas 
Blount, Elias Boudinot, Thomas Claiborne, Joshua Coit, 
Isaac Coles, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, William B, 
Giles, Nicholas Gilman, Carter B. Harrison, John 
Heath, James Hillhouse, John Hunter, Richard Bland 
Lee, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel Macon, James Madi- 
son, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew 
Moore, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Francia Preaton, John 
S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Zephaniah 
Switt, Thomas Tredwell, Abrabam Venable, Francis 
Walker, and Artemas Ward. 

And then the main question being put, that the 
House do agree to the said resolution, it was 

Resolved, unanimously, ‘That the thanks of this 
TIouse be given to the brave officers and soldiers of 
the legion under the orders of Major General 
Wayne, for their patience, fortitude, and bravery. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this 
House be given tv Major General Scott, and to 
the gallant mounted volunteers from the State of 
Kentucky, who have served their country in the 
field, during the lute campaign, under the orders 
of Major General Wayne, for their zeal, bravery, 
and good conduct. 

Resolved, That the PRESIDENT oF THE Unirep 
States be requested to transmit the foregoing re- 
solutions; and that Mr. Wituiam Smir and Mr. 
Murray be appointed a committee to wait on the 
Presivent therewith. 

On motion of Mr. Murray, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this 
House be given to the gallant officers and privates 
of the Militia of the States of New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, who, on the late 
call of the PRESIDENT, rallied round the standard 
of the laws, and, in the prompt and severe services 
which they encountered, bore the most illustrious 
testinony to the value of the Constitution, and 
the blessings of internal peace and order; and that 
the PRESIDENT be requested to communicate the 
above vote of thanks in such manner as he may 
judge most acceptable to the patriotic citizens who 
are its objects. 

Ordered, That Mr. WILLIAM Sara and Mr. 
Murray be appointed a committee to wait on the 
PresiDENT with the foregoing resolution. 


Fripay, December 5, 


Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom was referred the Message from the Presi- 
DENT OF THE UnireD States, of the thirtieth of 
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January, seventeen hundred and ninety-four, en- 
closing the copy of a Leiter from the Governor of 
North Carolina, covering a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of that State; as also the petitiuns of 
Thomas Person and others, proprietors in lands in 
the Territory of the United States South ef the 
river Ohio, and of the Trustees of the University of 
North Carolina, which was made to this Honse on 
the 19th of February last, be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on Monday next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the bill for the relief of Peter 
Covenhoven; and, after some time spent thercin, 
the Committee rose and reported the bill without 
amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time on Monday nest. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the estimates of appropriation 
for the service of the year 1795; and, after some 
time spent therein. tle Committce rose and reported 
the following resolution; which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House, viz: 

Resolved, That, for the expenditure of the Civil 
List of the United States for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, together with the, 
incidental and contingent expenses of the several 
Departments and offices thereof, there be appropri- 
ated the several sums of money following, to wit: 

(Here follows a list of all the appropriations, 
amounting, in the whole, to $435,250.] 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Frrzsi- 
mons, Mr. Sreansasuuz Bourse, and Mr. GRIFFIN, 
do prepare and bring in the same. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House to whom was committed the bill to regulate 
the pay of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, of the Militia of the United States, 
when called into actual service, and for other pur- 
poses, be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, and that the said bill be recommitted to 
Mr. Gives, Mr. Sepewick, Mr, Heister, Mr. Locke, 
and Mr. Van CORTLANDT, 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the motion of the third in- 
stant, “ that provision be made by law, for compen- 
sating the sufferers by the depredations of the insur- 
gents in the Western counties of Pennsylvania,” 
and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and reported progress. 

Ordered, 'That the Coinmittee of the Whole 
House be discharged from further proceeding on 
the said motion, and that so much of the Speech 
of the PRESIDENT or THe UNITED STATES as re- 
lates to the subject-matter thereof, be committed to 
Mr. Hittuousz, Mr. Finnuey, Mr. Lyman, Mr. 
Warts, and Mr, WILLIAM Smiru. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom waa referred that part of the Speech of 
the Presipent, which relates to the improvement 
of harmony with the Indian nations, within the 
limita of the United States, by fixing and conduci- 
ing of trading houses; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Committee rose and reported the fol- 
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lowing resolution, which was twice read, and agreed 
to by the House, viz: 

Resolred, That dollars be appropriated for 
the purpose of carrying on trade with the Indian 
uations. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in 
pursuant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Par- 
XER, Mr. Brount, Mr. Bovpixor, Mr. Fispury, 
and Mr. Greenup, do prepare and bring in the 
same. 


Monar, December 8, 


An engrossed Dill for the relief of Peter Coven- 
hoven, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, Vhat a committee be appointed to ex- 
amine and report what proceedings have been had 
under the act of Congress, entitled “An act for 
making further and more effectual provision for 
the protection of the frontiers of the United States,” 
passed the 5th of March, 1792; also, to report 
whether any, and what, amendments are necessary 
to the several laws respecting the Military Estab- 
lishment, and the protection of the frontiers of the 
United States. 

And a committee was appointed of Mr. Nicuo- 
LAS, Mr. DEARBORN, and Mr. Situ. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a bill to amend the act, entitled 
“ An act to establish an uniform rule of Naturaliza- 
tion,” and that Mr. Mapison, Mr, Dexter, and Mr. 
Carnes, be the said committee. 

Mr. Presrox, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry inhabitants living 
between the lines commonly called Walker’s and 
Henderson’s lines, made a report, which was read: 
Whereupon, 

Resoled, That a law should pass, establishing 
Walkers line as the Southern boundary between 
the State of Virginia and the Territory of the 
United States South of the river Ohio, reserving to 
the said inhabitants their claims to lands lying 
between the said lines, according to the laws of the 
State under which they elaiin. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. PRESTON, 
Mr. Winston, and Mr. Pickens, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

Mr. Frrzstmons from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of Government for the year one thousand se- 
ven hundred and ninety-five; which was read twice 
and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the Report of the Secretary 
of War, respecting the fortifications of the United 
States. 

The first resolution of the report was then read; 
and, after some further discussion, the Committee 
rose, and the Chairman reported progress, 

Mr. Parxer then moved that the PRESIDENT 
should be requested to cause the proper officer to 
lay before the House a copy of instructions to the 
superintendents and engineers for the erection of 
the fortifications in the ports and harbors of the 
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United States. A committee was accordingly ap- 
pointed to wait on the PRESIDENT, 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill or bills to establish an 
uniform system of Bankruptcy throughout the 
United States; and that Mr. Winrtam Smitu, Mr. 
Sepewick, and Mr. VENABLE, be the said com- 
mittee. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill or bills to authorize the 
Presipent or miu Unirep Srates to receive on 
loan a sum not excecding two millions of dollars, 
at arate of interest not exceeding five per cent., 
payable at the pleasure of the United States; and 
that Mr. Firzstuoxs, Mr. Ilinpwax, and Mr. Cones, 
be the said committee. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have appointed a committee on 
their part, jointly, with such committee as may be 
appointed on the part of this House, to examine 
and report what business is necessary to be done 
during the present session; the Senate have also 
passed a bill, entitled “ An act to amend and ex- 
plain the twenty-second section of the act ‘ Estab- 
lishing the Judicial Courts of the United States ;’” 
to which they desire the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. W. Swirm immediately remarked that it 
would be necessary to appoint three prophets to 
confer with the committee of the Senate. 

Mr. Sepewicx moved that the House should 
agree to the motion of the Senate. 

Mr. Davroy said, that it was beyond the abili- 
ties of any committee to comply with such a re- 
quisition. He himself had several matters to pro- 
pose, that he had never yet mentioned; and he 
could not be one of the committee, for he was on 
two committees already, But, besides that, other 
gentlemen are daily bringing up new business, 
which they think of importance. Ie mentioned, 
as an instance, the unexpected motion just now 
made by a gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mapi- 
son,] on the Naturalization Bill, which seemed to 
meet the universal concurrence of the House. Six 
weeks hence there may be a shadow of propriety 
in such a request from the Senate. 

Mr. Sevewicx defended his motion as a matter 
of civility. 

Mr. W. Smrru said, that such a message had a 
very odd appearance from the Senate. It was but 
ten or fourteen days since they had formed a quo- 
rum, and now they are inquiring when are we to 
adjourn? 

Mr. Sepewicx said, they have not asked this 
question. 

Mr. Surra replicd, that this was the intention of 
the message. He himself would, perhaps, have 
important business, two or three weeks hence, to 
bring forward from his constituents, but it was im- 
possible for him to give an account of it just now. 
The House had, two or three days ago, told the 
PRESIDENT that they were going to consider the 
subjects recommended in his Specch, and now they 
are called on to conclude the business. 

Mr. Sepewsck withdrew his motion. 

The last-mentioned bill in the message was read 
twice, and committed. 


Ordered, That a committee be appointed to con- 
sider and report on the expediency of making 
further provision in the laws of the United States, 
relative to the cession of the jurisdiction by parti- 
cular States, in lands where are established, or may 
by law be directed to be built and established, 
light-houses, buoys, and public piers. 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Cort, 
Mr. Trepwect, and Mr. Lez. 


Tvespar, December 9, 


Mr. Wiiitaw Swern, from the committee ap. 
pointed, presented a bill to establish an uniform 
system of Bankruptcy throughout the United States; 
which was twice read and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committce of 
the Whole House on the bill making appropriations 
for the support of Government for the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-five ; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
reported the bill without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed and read 
the third time to:morrow. 

Mr. Frrzsixons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill authorizing a loan of two mil- 
lions of dollars; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate 
entitled “ An act to amend and explain the twen- 
ty-second section of the act ‘establishing the Ju- 
dicial Courts of the United States.’ 

The bill was reported to the House without 
amendment, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. W. Smut rose and said, that he had in his 
hand a letter from Magdeburgh, in Germany, ad- 
dressed to the Congress. A number of families 
there wanted to emigrate into this country, but 
before they ventured on that step, they wished to 
have answers to several queries, which they pro- 
posed.“ Ono of these excited a general smile in 
the TIouse. It was, whether there was in Ame- 
rica a quick demand for Physicians and Divines? 
Some other queries went to ascertain whether mo- 
ney could be borrowed, if it should chance to be 
wanted, for carrying on manufactories, such as tan 
works. Mr, S. said, that having received this letter, 
addressed to Congress, he had thought it his duty 
to read a translation of it to the House. 

The Speaker |Mr. Muhlenberg] informed the 
louse that there was an incorporated German 
Society in Philadelphia, who had already sent to 
Germany a full answer to every query of this kind, 
which could be put; and this paper had been 
published. But he would take care that the letter 
should have a proper answer. [The Speaker him- 
self is the President of this Socicty.] 

The House resolyed itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committce 
on the Message of the PRESIDENT or TUE Unrrep 
States, of the thirtieth of January last, enclosing 
the copy of a letter frorn the Governor of North 
Carolina, covering a resolution of the Legislature 
of that State: as, also, the petitions of Thomas 
Person and others, proprietors of lands in the Ter- 
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ritory of the United States South of the river 
Ohio, and of the Trustees of the University of 
North Carolina; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose and reported progress. 


THE MINT. 


The House then took up the motion of Mr. Cor, 
relative tothe Mint, ‘The letter of Mr. Rittenhouse, 
referred to yesterday, was again read. 

Mr, Bouninor drew the attention of the House 
for some time, by a series of the most interesting 
observations. He went to the Bank of the United 
States to inquire for cents. Ie was told that 
there were none to be had, because the Bank could 
not get them from the Mint. He then went to 
the Mint, where he was informed that cents were | 
not coined faster, because the officers of the Mint 
did not know where to get them vented! Ile said’ 
that this Mint cost twenty-four thousand dollars 
per annum, and every cent coined there cost the 
public several cents, though he could not exactly 
tell how many. In New Jersey far more cents had 
been coined in a few months than had ever been 
coined altogether at the Mint of the United States, 
and this had been done at one forticth part of the 
expense which the Mint of the United States has 
cost. 

Scveral other members adverted to the prodi- 
gious inconvenience which is felt all over the Union 
for want of copper coin; and it appeared to excite 
some curiosity, on what foundation the officers of 
the Mint said that they could not get their cents 
vented. It was remarked by Mr. W. Smti that, 
except as to Philadelphia, the Mint is of little or no 
use whatever. The cents given out never go farther 
than the city. 

A committee of three members wore appointed 
to examine and report on the state of the Mint, 
and what means may bo used to render tho institu- 
tion more beneficial to the United States. 


Weonespay, December 10. 


An engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
support of Government, for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill authorizing a Loan of two 
millions of dollars was read the third time, and 
passed. 

A petition of William Rotch and Sons, of Nan- 
tucket, in the State of Massachusetts, was pre 
sented to the IJuuse and read, praying that they 
may be exonerated from the payment of the dutics 
imposed on foreign vessels, Wo which they will be 
subjected, in the case of the ships Maria and Diana, 
the property of the petitioners, which, being absent 
from the United States, were not registered within 
the time prescribed by law. Also, 

A petition of Epaphras Jones, of the city of 
New York, in behalf of himself, Stephen Gor- 
ham, Shubal Gorham, Charles Selden, of the said 
city, merchants, and owners of the brigantine call- 
ed the Peru, of New York, praying that the Col- 
lector of the port of New York may be author- 
ized to receive the oaths of the said Stephen Gor- 


ham, Shubal Gorham, and Charles Selden, to the 
register of the said brigantine, they having been 
prevented from taking the same within the time 
prescribed by law, by absence from the United 
States. 

Ordered, That the said petilions be referred to 
Mr. Goopnur, Mr. Corrix, and Mr. Gunman; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That provision be made for effecting the 
transfer of so much of the stock standing to the credit 
of any State, pursuant to the report of the Commis- 
sioners for settling accounts between the United States 
and individual States, to creditors of such State, as 
may be necessary to satisfy their respective demands, 
with the consent of the said State and ils creditors :” 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Ames, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to authorize the officers of the Trea- 
sury to audit and pass the account of the late Ed- 
ward Blanchard, deceased; which was read twice 
and committed. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the Senate, of the eighth instant, for the appoint- 
ment of a joint committee of the two Houscs, to 
examine and report what business is necessary to 
be done during the present session. 

Mr. Tracy could not speak from experience as 
to the point of form. But he knew that there was 
no message of this kind last session. There was a 
committee of the two Houses to know what bu- 
siness could be delayed, but not what was to be 
done. ‘There seemed but one sentiment in the 
louse, as to the message itself, but he was clear 
that, in point of civility, the question should be 
taken up, and decided. This could do no harm, 
and, by the reception that the proposal would meet 
with, it might most likely prevent any messages of 
that sort in fulure. 

Mr. Dexrer thought that it was an indifferent 
argument for taking up the proposition to say that 
it would be rejected. This discussion would be 
a mere waste of time. He understood that the re- 
solution had been carried through the Senate by a 
majority of one. He hoped that the House would 
not give itself any farther trouble about such a re- 
solution, carried by such a majority. 

Mr. Woures said that the resolution was not in 
itself worth a moment’s consideration. 

Mr. Gines was for taking up the question, that 
the Senate might not be held in suspense. He 
should vote against appointing a committee. 

The House then divided for taking into consi- 
deration the message of the Senate—Ayes 35, 
noes 24. 

The main question was then put; “Shall this 
House appoint a committee to confer with one from 
the Senate, and report what further business re- 
mains to be done during the present session ?” 

Gentlemen in the affirmative rose. There were 
noi more than five or six; so the resolution was 
rejected by a very large majority. 
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Tuurspay, December 11. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipext oF tur Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 7 
of the House of Representatives : 


T transmit to you, for consideration, a representation 
made to me by the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 
subject of cunstituling an officer to be specially charged 
with the business of procuring certain public supplies. 


Q. WASHINGTON. 
Unirev States, December 11, 1794. 


The said Message and representation were read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Gives, from the committee to whom was 
recommittted the bill to regulate the pay of the 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
of the Militia of the United States, when called into 
actual service, and for other purposes, reported an 
amendatory bill; which was twice read, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House immedi- 
ately. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
said Committee ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Chairman reported :that the Committee had 
had the said bill under consideration, and made 
several amendments thereto; which were severally 
twice read. and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

The Srraker laid before the House a Letter and 
Report from the Secretary of War, respecting the 
difficulties and inconveniences which had occurred 
in the execution of the act, entitled ‘‘ An act more 
effectually to provide for the national defence by 
establishing an uniform Militia throughout the Uni- 
ted States,” in pursuance of a resolution of this 
House, of the 25th ultimo; which were read, and 
ordered to be referred to the committee appointed 
to prepare and report a plan for the better organ- 
izing, arming, and disciplining the Militia of the 
United States. 

Mr. Preston, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill for determining the Northern boundary: 
of the Territory ceded to the United States hy the 
State of North Carolina; which was twice read, and 
committed. 

Mr. Hiuirovse, from the committee to whom was 
referred that part of the Speech of the Presipenr 
or THe Unirep Starts, which relates to the policy 
of indemnifying the sufferers by the depredations 
of the insurgents in the Western counties of Penn- 
sylvania, made a report; which was read, and or- 
dered to be committed to a Committce of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 

The Louse resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole Iousc on the bill to authorize the officers of 
the Treasury to audit and pass the account of the 
late Edward Blanchard, deceased; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Chairman reported the bill 
without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read 
the third time to-morrow. 


Fripay, December 12. 


An engrossed bill to regulate the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, of 
the Militia of the United States, when called into 
actual service, and for other purposes, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the officers of the 
Treasury to audit and pass the account of the late 
Edward Blanchard, deceased, was read the third 
time and passed. 

A petition of George Gibbs, of Nowport, in the 
State of Rhode Island, merchant, was presented to 
the House and read, praying that he may be allowed 
the drawback of the duties on a quantity of wines 
exported to Calcutta, in the East Indies, in Decem- 
ber, 1790, and of which, owing to unavoidable cir- 
cumstances, he has not been able to produce the 
certificates required by law to cancel the bond given 
on the exportation of the same. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the 
Committee of Claims, 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee on the memorial of Tobias Rudolph, 
representative of Jolin Rudolph, deceased, which 
was made to this JIouse on the 23d day of April last. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the accounting officers of the Trea- 
sury be authorized to accept the vouchers produced 
in support of the claim of John Rudolph, deceased, 
late a Major in Lieutenant Colonel Lee's legion of 
the Continental Army, and to pay the amount of 
the said claim to Tobias Rudolph, as the legal repre- 
sentative of the deceased. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Curis- 
tig, Mr. Suerscrne, and Mr, Baiuy, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 


BALANCES DUE THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. Heat next read the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury cause 
to be laid before the House a statement of the balances 
remaining unpaid, if any, which may have been due by 
individuals to the United States, previous to the 4th of 
March, 1789, and whether any, and what steps have 
been taken to recover the same, And also a statement 
of the sundry sums of public money, which may have 
been intrusted to individuals previous to the said 4th 
day of March, 1789, and have not been accounted for.” 


Mr. Hearn introdneed this resolution, with some 
remarks on the impropriety of making new Loans, 
ifanything could be had from the debts due to the 
United States. 

Tt was agreed to take up the resolution. 

Mr. Senewick moved to refer it to a select com- 
mittee. He observed that a gentleman who was 
not at present here, [Mr. Jeremian Wapsworra, ] 
and who knew more of the public accounts of the 
United States than any gentleman in the House, 
had always opposcd motions of thiskind. He gave 
as a reason that people could not get their accounts 
settled with the Treasury after waiting months, 
This arose from the confusion and loss of docu- 
ments; and it would be wrong to be hasty in pub- 
lishing them as debtors. 
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Mr. Frrzsisons said that ever since the new Go- 
vernment had been established, ten or twelve 
clerks had constantly been employed in endeavor- 
ing to settle these accounts between the United 
States and individuals. He was not sure but these 
debts had cost more trouble to the United States 
than they are worth. Some people are stated in 
the books of the United States as debtors to the 
extent of millions, who call themselves creditors 
to the United States. He moved another resolu- 
tion, which would answer all the purposes intend- 
ed by Mr. Heart; and this was, that a committee 
should be appointed to inquire what progress had 
been made in the settlement of public accounts, 
whether any further measures were wanted to ex- 
pedite the business, and to get a state of balances 
due. 

Mr. Hearn withdrew his motion, and a commit- 
tee of five was appointed agreeably to the resolution 
proposed by Mr. Firzstuons. 


PAY OF MILITIA OFFICERS. 


The House taen took up the following resolntion, 
Jaid on the table yesterday by Mr. Buousr, that a 
comuiltee be appyinted to bring in a bill for regu- 
lating the pay of commissioned officers of the Militia 
of the United States, viz. : 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring 
in a bill to regulate the pay and allowances to the com- 
mizsioued officers of the Militia of the United States.” 


Mr. Brounr said, that the low pay of the sol- 
diers in the militia was not a cause of greater dis- 
content than the high pay of the commissioned 
officers. 

Mr. Buouwr moved that the House should go 
into a Committee of the Whole on this subject. 

Mr. Parker was in favor of the House going into 
a Committee. 

Mr. Frirzstwons was for a select committee, in 
the first place, because he thought it improper to 
plunge into ro wide a subject at once, without any 
rule or principle to direct them. 


Mr. Charsorxr argued for a select committec in’ 


the first place. Ie said that four thousand and 
fifty-seven dollars per annum were given to a Ma- 
jor-General, which would be sufficient for paying 
twenty-eight or twenty-nine’ men, This was an ab- 
surdity, and the Army were sick of it. Tle wanted 
a select committee first, that some kind of shape 
wight be given to the resolution. 

Mr. B. Bourne had never heard any complaints 
against the pay of tho militia officers as being too 
high. He had heard complaints on many other 
payments made by Government—such as the six 
dollars n day to members of that Iouse. He would 
think it very improper to make any distinction be- 
tween the pay of officers in the militia, and the 
other troops. We have been raising the pay of the 
privates in the militia somewhat above that of the 
regulars; and now it is proposed to reduce the pay 
of the militia officers below that of the regulars. 
He thought that all this had somewhat of an odd 
appearance. 


The resolution was referred to a Committee of 


the Whole on Monday. 


-The IJouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole IIouse on the motion of the 10th in- 
stant, making provision for effecting the transfer 
of so much of the stock standing to the credit of 
any State, to credilors of such State, as may be 
necessary to satisfy their respective demands, and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said mo- 

| tion under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 

The said motion was again read, and, on the 
! question put thereupon, agreed to by the House, as 

| follows: 

! Resolved, That provision be made for effecting 
the transfer of so much of the stock standing to the 
credit of any State, pursuant to the report of the 
Commissioners for settling accounts between the 
| United States and individual States, to creditors of 
such State, as may be necessary to satisfy their re- 
spective demands, with the consent of the said State, 
and its creditors. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pursu- 
ant to the said resolution, and that Mr. BENJAMIN 
Bourne, Mr. Swier, and Mr. Van Gaaspec, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 


Moxnar, December 15. 


Two other members, to wit: from Virginia, 
Joux Page; and from North Carolina, BENJAMIN 
Winviams, appeared, and took their seats in the 
House. 

Mr. Nıcnoras, from the committee appointed, 
to examine and report what proceedings have been 
had under the act “ For making further and more 
effectual provison for the protection of the frontiers 
of the United States,” and to report whether any, 
and what, amendments are necessary to the several 
laws respecting the Military Establishment, and the 
protection of the frontiers of the United States, 
made a report which was read, and ordered to be 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow, f 

The Honse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Iouse on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the petition of William 
Dewees; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had the 
said report under consideration, and come to no 
resolution thereupon. 

Resolved, That the petition of the said William 
Dewees be rejected. 

Mr. Cuntstrr, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented, according to order, a bill for the benetit of 
Tobias Rudolph, representative of Major John 
Rudolph, deceased, which was twice read, and 
committed, 


PAY OF THE MILITIA OFFICERS. 


The Iouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the motion of the 12th in- 
stant, “ that a Committee be appointed to bring in 
a bill to regulate the pay and allowances to the 
commissioned officers of the Militia of the United 
States.” 


Hi 
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and he was very sure that he never should be, but 


were hardly treated. It would depress, discour- 
age, and disgust militia officers, to see the regulars 
better paid (han themselves. 

On the sugeestion of Mr. Mcunuennere, (the 
Speaker,) the original resolution was restricted to 
these words : 


“ Resolved, As the opinion of this Committee, that 
the pay of the militia officers ought to be reduced.” 


Mr, Brount, Mr. Finpuey,and Mr, RUTHERFORD, 
were fur the reduction. The latter gentleman was 
averse to (he great distinction in the pay of officers 
and soldiers, as, from its extreme inequality, too 
much resembling Monarchy. 

Mr. Hratny was opposed to the motion on the 
table. Ie thought that it would have an effect to 
damp that military ardor which the House had 
experienced in the recent example before them in 
their militia, who might be called on again to re- 
sume their tour of duty. A comparative reason- 
ing cannot be drawn with justice and truth, from 
the pay fixed by Congress in 1775, for the regular 
army. That was a time, when the citizens of 
America cmnbarked in the common cause of their 
country upon a revolutionary ground more than 
trom pecuniary motives; but now, when the coun- 
try has a permanent independent Government, 
there ought to be a better reason given for reducing 
the pav of the militia officers, than has been al- 
ready adduced in the debate. If this resolution 
obtains it will have another pernicious eflect. It 
would badly reward this great body of our militia, 
to be called from their homes, upon the spur of 
an occasion, under manifold difficulties and incon- 
venicnees; every one must, at the same time, 
confess that the militia are the great bulwark of 
our Republic. This resolution might, in the end, 
tend to make them inferior and subordinate to the 
present small Military Establishment of the Unit- 
ed States. Most of the military go into the army 
professionally to continue. This is not the case 
with ‘the militia, whose time of service expires 
with the tonr. 

After some further remarks from different gen- 
tlemen, the Committee disagreed to the resolu- 
tion. The Chairman reported that they had come 
to no resolution; and the question was then taken 
on the report of the committec, to which the 
llouse agreed. 

The yeas and nays were taken, and were—ycas 
50, nays 29, as follows: 

Yras.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Gabriel Christie, David Cobb, Pelee Coffin, 
Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George 
Dent, Samuel Dexter, Gabel Duvall, Dwight Foster, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Ben 
jamin Goodhue, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, Tho- 
mas Hartley, John Heath, James Hillhouse, William 
Hindman, Samuel Holten, John Hunter, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, Peter 
Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, 
Alexander D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, 
Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, 
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| Uriah Tracey, Jonathan Trumbull, John J. Van Allen, 
this did not hinder him from feeling when they | Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, John Watts, 


and Richard Winn. 

Nays—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas Cluborne, William J, Dawson, 
William Findley, James Gillespie,Christopher Greenup, 
William Barry Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. Har- 
rison, Matthew Locke, Joseph McDowell, Alexander 
Mebane, William Montgomery, Audrew Moore, An- 
thony New, Nathaniel Niles, John Page, Josiah Parker, 
Robert Rutherford, Israel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis 
Walker, Benjani Walhams, Paine Wingate, and Jo- 
seph Winston, 

The resolution for reducing the pay of the ofh- 
cers of the militia was therefore rejected, 


CLAIM OF STEPHEN SAYRE. 
Tt was next moved, that the House go into a 


Committee on the report of the Sceretary of State 
on the petition of Stephen Sayre. The House 


resolved itself accordingly—Mr. Cons in the 
Chair. 

Many objections were made to the claims cf this 
gentleman, 


Mr. Boupryot said, that Mr. Sayre assumed 
the merit of the armed neutrality to himself, and 
this position was unfounded. The armed neu- 
trality arose from a misunderstanding between 
two Russian Ministers, that produced some in- 
trigznes ending in this measure. Te condemned 
the silence of Mr. Sayre, while Mr. Artucr Lee 
and Dr. Fraxkiry were alive; as they would 
have been the most effectual evidences in his 
favor. 

Mr. Parker explained that, during a long inter- 
val, Mr. Sayre was not in this country, and there- 
fore had not an opportunity to make the use pro- 
posed of their testimony. 

Mr. Swirr disbelieved what Mr. Sayre, in one 
part of his memorial, alleged, viz: that he, by his 
own personal influence, had persuaded the King 
of Prussia to sct on foot the armed neutrality. As 
he firmly believed that this part of the memorial 
was not truc, Mr. S. thought himself entitled to 
doubt the correctness of other parts of it. 

Mr. Hiuunovss, Mr. Corr, and some other mem- 
Lirs, also spoke. It was observed that the Com- 
mittee were, in some material particulars, unin- 
formed, and that it would be better for the Com- 
niltee to rise, and the Chairman to ask leave to 
sit again. The Committee rose accordingly. 

Mr. Mapisoy, froin the commiitee appointed, 
presented a bill to amend the act, entitled “ An act 
to establish an uniform rule of Naturalization ;” 
which was read twice, and committed. 

The House again resolved itself into a Cormmit- 
tee of the Whole House on the estimates of ap- 
propriation for the service of the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-five; and, after 
some Lime spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had again had the said esti- 
mates under consideratiou, and come to a resolu- 
tion thereupon; which was twice read, and agreed 
to by the House, as follows: 

Lfesolved, Thal there be appropriated for the 
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pay, subsistence, forage, and other expenses at- 
tending the Militia in their late expedition to the 
Western counties of Pennsylvania, a sum not ex- 
ceeding dollars. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
guant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Firzsi- 
mons, Mr. SHEARJASHUB BOURNE, and Mr. Grirrry, 
do prepare and bring in the same. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire if any, or what alterations ought to be made 
` to the act, passed the 7th day of June, 1794, enti- 
tled “ An act concerning invalids.” 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Bovpt- 
not, Mr. GREENUP, and Mr. GILLESPIE. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire how far the Post Oflice Law has been car- 
ried into execution, and to report thereon; and that 
Mr. Batpwin, Mr. Grove, and Mr. Wixy, be the 
said committee. 

Mr. Wituram Smits, from the committee ap- 
pointed to prepare and report a plan for the re- 
demption of the Public Debt, made a report; which 
was read, and ordered to be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on Thursday next. 


Tuespayv, December 16. 


A petition of sundry soldiers of the late Army 
of the United States, whose names are thereunto 
subscribed, was presented ‘to the House and read, 
praying that the locations which they have made 
of the respective proportions of lands duc for their 
military services during ‘the late war, in the se- 
cond range of townships, on the river Ohio, to- 
gether with the improvements thereon, may be 
confirmed to them, and grants issued for the same. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Hartiey, Mr. Paor, and Mr. Waxsron; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

A petition of Isaac Taylor and John Harvey, of 
the town of Newbern, in the State of North Ca- 
rolina, merchants, was presented to the House and 
read, praying a remission of the duties accruing 
on a quantity of rum, sugar, and coffec, the pro- 
perty of the petitioners, which were consumed by 
fire, together with the storchouses in which they 
were deposited, in the months of October and No- 
veinber last. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Wititams, and Mr. Orr; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with thcir opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to Congress the copy of a Letter from the 
Secretary of State, with his account, as adjusted with 
the Treasury Department, of the expenditure of moneys 
appropriated for our intercourse with forcign nations, 
up to the first of July, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety four. 


G. WASHINGTON 
| Unitep States, December 16, 179-4. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Resolved, That the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
States be requested to cause a report to be laid 
before this louse of the measures that have been 
adopted, pursuant to the act of the twenty-seventh 
of March last, for building ships; of the progress 
hitherto made; the compensation allowed to per- 
sons employed in the different branches of the bu- 
siness; together with an estimate of the expense 
for completing the same. 

Ordered, That Mr. Girman and Mr. Preston be 
appointed a committee to wait on the Present 
with the foregoing resolution. 

Mr. Frezsimons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making appropriations for the ex- 
pense of the Militia lately called into the service of 
the United States; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

MAJOR RUDOLPH’S CLAIM. 


Mr. Cnristie moved that the House should go 
into a Committee, on the report from the select 
committee, for the relief of Tobias Rudolph, repre 
sentative of the late Major John Rudolph, deceased. 
The House resolved itself into a Committee accord- 
ingly, Mr. Coss in the Chair. 

The bill being read by the Clerk, Mr. Mapison 
proposed, as an amendment, to strike out the name 
of Tobias Rudolph, and leave it standing merely 
the representative of Major John Rudolph, because 
the House did not know whether this Tobias was 
the legal representative or not. This might here- 
after become a legal question. The amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Tracy and Mr. Swart objected strongly to 
this bill, as breaking through an established rule. 
Mr. Tracy observed, that if the representative of 
Major Rudolph could not bring authentic evi- 
dence of his demand, that was no reason why he 
should obtain it without evidence. He was in that 
case an unfortunate person, but so were ten thou- 
sand others besides him. 

Mr. Duvatt vindicated the justice of the demand. 
Major General Lee, and two other officers, attested 
that they had seen Major Rudolph pay the money 
out of his own pocket. 

Mr. Firzsmmons recommended that there should 
be an alteration in wording the bill, and for this 
purpose to recommit it. 

Mr. Caryes could not sce the propriety of alter- 
ing the bill. He thought that as much of it might 
be changed, if an alteration was at all necessary, 
without rising. The original documents had been 
carried off by the enemy; no better evidence could 
be got than what had now been offered. Mr. C. was 
for the bill as it stood. 

Mr. Sepewick was against the bill, and Mr. 
Nicnoras defended it. 

Mr. Tracy inquired what right this person had 
to claim the debts due to a gentleman deceased ? 
Was he administrator or executor? had he any 
more right than Mr. Tracy, or any body else, to 
seek this money. 

Mr. Carste replied, that Mr. Tobias Rudolph 
was brother to tha deceased, and legally authorized 
to claim debts due him. 
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Mr. Vaxs Murray was in favor of the bill, with 
a modification. 

Mr. Montgomery was entirely against the de- 
mand. 

Mr. Sepewick thought that the people of this 
country never could be safe against claims, if 
those of the present kind were admitted. It might 
be hard on this representative of Major Rudolph, 
but it would be harder on the public at large, if 
this bill were to pass. A door will thus he opened 
to advance frauds on the Treasury faster than any 
Legislature can vote money to supply them. Is it 
proper to pay money on the evidence of a certifi- 
cate from certain military officers, that fourteen 
years ago money was advanced by Major Rudolph? 
How could these gentlemen know that the Major 
had nol previously been furnished with it? lt was 
improper to urge the characters of the gentlemen 
here introduced as witnesses. They were no doubt 
highly respectable, but this instance might serve 
as a precedent for different characters. We must 
not yield to individual fevlings, but adhere to gene- 
ral principles. 

Mr. Caristie had seen claims admitted which 
had not half the evidence thal there is in this case. 
There could be no better evidence thau was here 
produced. It had been alleged that there never was 
any case like this formerly before tht House. The 
assertion was not true. It was not a fact that the 
case was unprecedented. He defied the member 
who spoke last, (Mr. Sepcwrcx,] with all his in- 
gonuity, to devise better evidence than that which 
had been here brought. Ie said there had been 
more time spent upon this question than the worth 
of the whole sum. Ie did not wish to detain the 
Committee. To put an end to the dispute, he 
should move at once for the Committee to rise 
and the Chairman to report progress. This was 
agreed to and done accordingly; but when leave 
was asked to sit again, the House refused, and the 
case was at last referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


CLAIM OF STEPHEN SAYRE. 


Tt was then moved that the Committee of the 
Whole House be discharged from further conside- 
ration of the Report of the Secretary of State, on 
the memorial of Stephen Sayre, The resolution 
passed in the alfirmative. lt was next moved to 
refer it to the Committee of Claims, which was ne- 
gatived--yeas 84, nays 46. 

It was then moved and agreed to read the Re- 
port of the Secretary of State, on the claim of Mr. 
Sayre, which was done accordingly. 

Mr. Boupsyor observed, that he was called 
upon to give his assent to a report of the special 
committee, for paying out of the Treasury a large 
sum of money, which he could not consistently 
do without examining into the facts, as they ap- 
peared from the vouchers on the table. Mr. 
Sayre’s account amounted to upwards of £1,000 
sterling—a sum which would certainly justify the 
attention of the Committee to the nature and cir- 
cumstances of the demand. It is founded on an 
appointment (by our Commissioners in Europe) 


of Mr. Sayre in 1777, as Secretary to Mr. Arthur’ charge of Mr. 


Lee, then a Commissioner to the Court of Berlin. 
Mr. Sayre states that Mr. Lee staid at Berlin 
about five weeks, but that he himself remained 
five months. That in 1778, he went to other 
Courts in Europe at the request of the Commis- 
sioners, &c., for which he charges a salary at the 
rate of £1,000 sterling per annuin. In May, 1777, 
he received 2,000 livres from Mr. Lee, which he 
credits in his account. It does not appear that any 
application was made for this balance to the Com- 
missioners in Europe; but in April, 1785, the Sc- 
erctary of Foreign Affairs reports to Congress on 
a petition presented by Mr. Sayre, claiming the 
balance of his account; and after stating the alle- 
gations of Mr. Sayre, declares his opinion that 
Mr. S. js entitled to a reasonable compensation 
for his services, but that a copy of the report 
should be sent to Dr. Frankiin and Mr. Lee, and 
that. they should be requested to inform Congress 
in what manner and capacity, and on what terms, 
Mr. S. had been employed. Mr. Lee was a dele- 
gate in Congress, as appears from the Journals, 
from January 1783, till April, 1784, when he was 
appointed a Commissioner for Indian Affairs, to 
hold the treaty of Fort Stanwix; this Treaty is 
dated October, 1784. In August, 1785, Mr. Lec 
was chosen one of the Board of Treasury, (whose 
duty it became to report on all demands against 
the United States,) and continued in that office till 
1789. Dr. Frawkuin arrived in America some- 
time about the year 1785 or 1786. In 1783, Mr. 
Sayre arrived in Philadelphia, and it was not till 
1785 that he petitioned Congress, though Mr. Lee 
was a great part of that time one of that body. It 
does not appear that any application was made 
either to Mr. Fearsin or Mr. Lee, under the 
Report of the Sccretary of Forcign Affairs, but in 
December, 1786, application was made by Mr. 
Sayre to Silas Deane, in England, who gave him 
a certificate of his appointment, a man whose en- 
mity to the United States had placed him in a 
state of banishment from this country. Among 
other services also stated by Mr. Sayre, is his agen- 
cy in bringiug about the armed neutrality during 
the late war. 

Mr. B. then reminded the Committee of the 
danger there was in determining on the state of 
facts of such long standing. ‘That as to the armed 
neutrality, Mr. B. appealed to the historical know- 
ledge of most of the gentlemen of the Committee, 
if this fact was possible? This extraordinary mea- 
gure, it was well known, took its rise from the 
state of parties in the Court of Russia. One of 
the Secretaries of State, with the British Minis- 
ter on one side, and the other Secretary on the 
other ; and so secret was this transaction, that the 
first news the British Minister received of its ex- 
istence, was from the announcing of it to his own 
Court. The next fact in which Mr. Sayre is mis- 
taken, is the salary of the Secretary to a Commis- 
sioner. By the resolution of the former Congress, 
upon the Journals of 1780, (in bis handsg,) this sa- 
lary is declared to be but £300 sterling per an- 
num. Yesterday Mr. B. said he had suggested 
from his memory a slight remembrance of some 
Lee in the settlement of his ac- 


984 


983 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
I. or R.] Pennsylvania Lusurgents. 


[Ducewper, 1794. 


counts for the salary of his Secretary; and lest] 
any one might te injured by his memory failing 
him, he had sent to the office for the copy of Mr. | 
Lee's account, which he had before him, and stood | 
thus: Compensation for services as Commissioner, | 
from 1776 to 1778, at £500 sterling per annum, | 
£1,638 17s. 9d. sterling. Secretary’s salary. from 
25th March, 1778, to 25th March 1780, at £300. 
sterling per annum, is £600. By this account the 
salary of £300 is confirmed ; and that he who was 
the principal had but £500, from whence the itn- 
propriety of his Secretary having £1000 must j 
fully appear. It also appears, that he charged his į 
Secretary’s salary from March, 1778, which leads to 
the presumption that before this it had been settled, | 
This presumption is strengthened by its appear- | 
ing that Mr. S. had received 2,000 livres, which 
is about full pay for the three months and a half, 
at £300 per annum; and by the Committee’s Re- 
port, it is not pretended that Mr. S. was more 
than four months on this mission. Mr. B. ac- 
knowledged that both the present Secretary of | 
State and the sclect committee report the salary 
as having been at the rate of £1,000 sterling per 
annum. But they have been led to this mistake 
by taking up the salaries of the Secretary to the | 
Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of France. 
But it is extraordinary that the difference did not | 
strike them. At the Court of France the Minis- | 
ter was acknowledged, and lived in the manner of i 
other Ministers representing the sovereignty of 
their Nation, in which expenses their Scerelary | 
was in some measure involved; and accordingly 
the Minister was allowed £2,500 sterling per an- | 
num, and the Secretary £1,000. Rut in the pre- | 
sent case the Commissioner, time incognita, was not | 
acknowledged, and received himself but £500, and 
his Secretary £300. | 

From this view of the matter, Mr. B. conceived | 
the application stood precisely in the samé terms , 
it did when Mr. Jay reported on it to Congress in | 
1785, that is, as unsupported by sufficient proof. | 
The certificate from Mr. Deane, adding no weight . 
in the scale of evidence, and even if valid, gocs no | 
further than to the appointment, which no one | 
doubts; but is silent as to the terns or what com- į 
pensation had been made, For these reasons Mr. | 
B. said he must give his negative to the resolution 
before the Committee, if supported only’ by the | 
facts on the table. 

The House then proceeded to consider the re- | 
port of the Committee. Whereupon, 

1 


The first resolution reporled by the Committee, 
in the words following, to wil: 


« Resolved, That the accounting officers of the ‘Trea- 
sury be directed to audit and settle the account of Ste- 
phen Sayre, as Secretary to the Legation of the Ame- 
rican Cummission at Berlin; and that they allow him 
geven months’ pay at the rate of one thousand pounds 
sterling per annum, with interest thereon till paid ?” 
was, on the question put thereupon, disagreed to 
by the House. 

‘The second resolution reported by the Commit- 
tec, in the words following, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That Stephen Sayre, late Secretary to Ar- 


thur Lee, one of the Commissioners from the United 
States at Berlin, be allowed the sum of dollars, 
for extra services rendered the United States subse- 
quent to the departure of Arthur Lee from the Court 


| of Berlin :” 


was, on the question put thereupon, disagreed to 
by the House. 


PENNSYLVANIA INSURGENTS. 


Jt was then moved and seconded that the [Touse 
should go into a Committee, on the report of the 
select committec, on that part of the PresenTs 
Speech which recommended compensation to the 
sufferers by the insurgents in the Western coun- 
ties. The House accordingly went into a Com- 
inittec, Mr. Corn in the Chair, and the report was 
read. 

ln the clause for making compensation to offi- 
cers of Government, and other citizens, Mr. Ni- 
GHoLAS was for striking out the three last words, 
and restricting indemnification to the officers of 
Government, as the additional words would make ` 
room for a sel of claims which never could be sa- 
tisfied or pul to au end. It is now ascertained 
that the majority of the people of the four West 
ern counties have always been in favor of Govern- 
ment; but, since it is so, they ought to have sup 
pressed the insurrection, and saved the expense of 
sending an army into that country. But as they 
did not do so, Mr. N. did not see what chim they 
had for compensation any more than Lhe sufferers 
in the war with Britain. 

Mr. Fixpiey thought that sound policy required 
indemnification to the sufferers. 

Mr. Hiniuovse was in favor of the report of the 
Committee as it stood. The whole alfair was but 
a trille. Ie understood that the damages done by 
the rioters did not altogether exceed twenty thou- 
sand dollars; and that three-fourths of this sum 
was for losses sustained by oflicers of the revenue. 
The rest of the account was for persons who had 
fought in defence of the officers, or who had lodged 
and protected them. He observed that the whole 
of the sclect committee were of one mind upon the 
subject, and agreed in considering the other citi- 
zens as equally entitled to indemnification with the 
oflicers themselves. 

Mr. Nictronas was still against the resolutions as 
originally worded. Ile did not sce any{proof of ex- 
traordinary attachment on the part of the claimants, 
nor any peculiar call on the justice of the House in 
this particular case. 

Mr. W. Syren said, that one man had his whole 
property burned for having, at the hazard of his 
life, assisted in attempting to defend the house of 
the Inspector General. A second received the 
same treatment for having lodged an excise officer ; 
and a third, because he had anteccdently been one 
himself, though he had quitted his employment 
before the riots began. Mr. S. urged that these 
were certainly peculiar and pressing cases, and that 
it would be highly impolitic not to protect such 
people. 

Mr. Gitnert hoped that there would be no discri- 
mination, but that all the sufferers wonld be alike 
reimbursed, 
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Mr. Bovpryor proposed a kind of compromise 
between the original resolution and the amend- 
ment by Mr. Nicuoras. Ie proposed thal the 
clause should read thus: “ officers of the revenue, 
and other citizens aiding and assisting them.” He 
was willing to indemnify persons who had ac- 
tually suffered in defence of Government, but Not | 
other persons who might accidentally have been 
injured by the rioters. 

Mr. Darron was of opinion that some restric- 
tion of this sort was necessary. Citizens were in 
duty bound to support Government, but the latter | 
was nol in all cases bound to indemnify their | 
losses. Let any person go through any part of the 
country wherever British soldiers had marched, | 
and he would find thousands and tens of thousands | 
of people whose property had been utterly destroyed 
by the wanton barbarity of these troops. Go to 
another part of the country and you will find peo- 
ple who suffered very considerably by the Aime- 
rican soldiers, when Government did not give 
them an ounce of bread for pounds that they 
should have had. It was not possible to make 
Satisfaction to all these people. 

Mr. Sepewick said it was extremely disagree- 
able to attempt detaining the Committee with this | 
subject, to which they discovered such gencral in- 
attention, that ke did not know if it had ever been 
equalled in any popular assembly before. He 
again adverted to an argument which he had used 
on a former day, viz: that when a private person, 
at the risk of his property and his life comes for- 
ward to support the exccution of the laws, his ser- 
vice was much more meritorious, and demon- 
strated a much greater degree of patriotism than 
that of a revenue officer who was paid for his 
share of the business. He inferred that the suf- 
ferers by the Western rioters should all be equally 
indemnified. 

Mr. Hiiaouse repeated some of his former rea- 
sons for wishing to discharge the whole claims. He 
was therefore against the qualified amendment of 
Mr. Borninor. N 

Mr. Swirr was against the amendment of Mr. 
Bovprxor, because he was against giving at pre- 
sent any thing at all. He would suffer the per- 
sons who have sustained injury from these rioters 
and trespassers to prosecute them at law. If they 
cannot get any retribution in that way, then, and 
not sooner, you may begin to consider upon the 
propriety of giving any compensation ; but till the 
parties aggricved have done their utmost in that 
way, he would have no steps whatever taken 3 
the nature proposed. It had been alleged that the 
TJouse might advance money in the meantime to 
the sufferers, and leave them to their actions 
against the rioters. But if you pay-a man for his 
damages, what security is there that he will fol- 
low up his suit; or is it not evident that such pre- 
vious compensation will greatly damp his ardor? 
Mr. S. said, that if previous notice were given of 
Government being ready to pay the damages, in 
case they could not be recovered before a court of 
law, there certainly never would be found a jury 
to bring in a verdict against a private person. ` For 
this reason Mr, S. was entirely against the resolu- 

‘ 


tion at this time. What he might do hereafter, 
he would not say. There was only one case 
wherein he could be induced to advance money. 
If any of these persons could prove that they 
had been reduced by the rioters to such poverty 
that they were unable to prosecute their claims in 
a court of law, it might then perhaps be expedient 
to advance for them the expenses of the suit. But 
the interposition of the House at this period would 
affect the claims very greatly, and thus confer on 
the rioters themselves a favor which Mr. S. was 
very unwilling to bestow, as he would wish them 
prosecuted to the utmost. Before the Meeting of 
next Congress, it might be ascerlained what could 
be made of these prosecutions, and then, and not 
till then, Mr. S. would think it proper to enter on 
the discussion suggested by the report of the se- 
lect committee. 

Mr. Dexter drew a distinction between persons 
suffering by an open enemy, whose Approaches 
they could not avoid, and those who suffer yolun- 
tarily. The claim for compensation was complete, 
and we should do the parties injustice if they did 
not receive full satisfaction. 

Mr. Boupryot withdrew his amendment, under 
the idea that the particular cases would hereafter 
come before the House. The question therefore 
reverted to its former shape, shall the words “and 
other citizens” be struck out. 

Mr. Daytox, in opposition to Mr, Dexter, con- 
sidered the Government of the United States as 
more justly bound to make reparation to the peo- 
ple who suffered "by the robberies and conflagra- 
tions perpetrated by British soldiers than to com- 
pensate the sufferers in the four Western coun- 
ties; for those whose houses were burned, and 
whose property was destroyed by the British, had 
no quarter to which they could look for relief cx- 
cept to their own Government. The people to the 
Westward, on the contrary, had it in their power 
to prosecute the rioters, who were well able to 
pay them. Mr. Dexter had said that the losses 
of the persons ruined by the British were upon re- 
cord. Perhaps, said Mr. Dayrox, they will always 
be on record; but nobody supposes that we shall 
ever indemnify these losses. He thought it pru- 
dent for the present to restrict relief to the officers 
of Government alone. 

The question was about to be put, on the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. NıcHoLas to the first resolu- 
tion in the report of the select committee, when 
Mr. Scorr rose, Ie said, that if there had been 
a proposal devised to weaken the hands of Go- 
vernment in the four Western counties, there wag 
no one thing which could have effected that point 
so completely as the striking out of these three 
words, “and other citizens.” Lf gentlemen would 
only reflect for a moment, he would ask them how 
they thought it possible that any civil officer, after 
the adoption of such an amendment, would ever 
be able to raise a posse in that part of the coun- 
try? Who would hereafter venture to defend the 
life of an excise officer, when the world has been 
told, that individuals do it at their own hazard, 
and cannot look to Government for any compen- 
sation? Who will hereafter admit an excise offi- 
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cer into his house, if that house may, with im- 
punity, he burned about his ears? As soon as this 
amendment has gone abroad, everybody, instead 
of assisting the officers of the revenue will strive 
to keep out of their way, and have nothing to do 
with them. If there never had been anything 
said about making a compensation to other citi- 
zens, perhaps there might have been little harm, 
or at least there would have been much less harm 
by forbearing to give (hem relief. But when the 
subject has been fairly brought forward by the 
PRESIDENT in his Speech, and when it had been 
debated at full length in this TIouse, when so much 
notice had been attracted, and so many hopes have 
been thrown out, to give, in the face of all this, a 
direct negative, would be the most impolitic step 
that could possibly be thought of. 

The Committee then agrecd to reject the amend- 
ment, and divided on the first resolution as it origi- 
nally stood in the report of the select committee— 
yeas 46, nays 37. 

The second resolution was then put for enabling 
the Presipeyt to draw the sum of dollars 
for the relief of the sufferers—yeas 41, nays 37. 

Mr. Surra then said, that seventeen thousand 
dollars had been mentioned in the Committce as 
sufficient to pay the whole damages. He proposed 
to fill up the blank with eight or ten thousand dol- 
lars, on account, till they should see what was to 
be the final amount of the claims. 

Mr. Hittuotse and Mr. Kirrera both objected 
to this proposal. The Committee rose. The Chair- 
man reported that the Committee had agreed to 
the report of the select committee without any 
amendment. The louse were about to take up 
the report, when Mr. Sevcwicx said, that he was 
really concerned at thinking that there could have 
been any division at all about sucha thing. He 
still hoped that a measure might he adopted which 
would produce unanimity on the subject, and 
would have a much better effect than such a di- 
vision. 

The bill appropriating one million one hundred 
and twenty-two thousand five hundred and sixty- 
nine dollars and one cent for the expenscs of the 
militia in the Western expedition, was read a first 
and second time, and referred to a Committee of 
the Whole to-morrow. 


Wepxzspav, December 17. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE [NITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before Congress copies of the Journal of the 
proceedings of the Executive Department of the Go 
vernment of the United States South of the river Ohio, 
to tho first of September, 1794. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Status, December 17, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The Speaxer laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying certain 


despatches from Major Gencral Wayne, dated the 
seventeenth of October and twelfth of November, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, 
which were read and ordered to lic on the table. 

Mr. Corr from the committee appointed to con- 
sider and report on the expediency of making any 
further alterations in the laws of the United States 
relative to the cession of the jurisdiction, by par- 
ticular States, in lands where are established, or 
may, by law, be directed to he built and estah- 
lished, light-houses, buoys, and public piers, made 
a report; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 


TAYLOR AND HARVEY’S CLAIMS. 


Mr. Parker moved that the House should go 
into a Coinmittcé on the petition and report of the 
selecl commitlee in the case of Isaac Taylor and 
John Harvey. ‘This was done accordingly, Mr. 
Coss in the Chair. 

The substance of the petition was to remit the 
duties on certain goods which had been destroyed 
by fire. 

Mr Goopnur objected to the principle on which . 
the application went. There never would be an 
end of such things. A fire happened lately at 
Boston, which destroyed perhaps ten thousand or 
twenty thousand pounds worth of commodities 
that had paid duties. What kind of business 
would it be if all these persons were to come for- 
ward and make a demand of compensation for 
their duties paid on the articles thus consumed or 
lost, if a gallon of rum is worth, say, a dollar, and 
of this thirty cents is paid in duties? When the 
dealer has his cask of rum lodged in his store, 
that part of the price of the rum paid to the re- 
venuc is as much his property, he is as much 
richer by the possession of this rum as he would 
be by having an advance of money to the same 
amount. ‘I'he inference of the member was that 
in case of an accident by fire or otherwise the Le- 
gislature had no call to interfere. It was, in fact 
making the sufferer a present of so much money, 
and the House had no business to do any such 
thing. Claims of this kind never would have a 
conclusion. 

Mr. Firzsrmons considered if as an act of in- 
justice to our constituents to waste time upon such 
trifling matters. The House would spend half a 
day in debating aboul an affair of two or three hun- 
dred dollars, and sometimes of only forty or fifty. 
Mr. F. declared that, for his own part, he would 
rather pay his share of the sum demanded than sce 
the time of the House squandered on such trifles. 
They never would be got through. The more 
grants, the morc petitions. 

Mr. Parker differed entirely from the member 
last up. He, for himself, had no interest in this 
case. The parties were no particular connexions of 
his; but he happened to be a member of the com- 
mittee to whom their petition was referred, and he 
wished to sec them have the same justice with other 
petitioners to that Louse. Ile differed from the 
member who had just sal down [Mr. Frrzsimons] 
in this respect, that, whether the sum claimed in 
the petition was two hundred dollars or two thou- 
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sand, still the extent of the demand made no dif- 
ference. If the ground was just, it was in both 
cases, alike their duty to give proper redress. The 
smailness of the demand was no solid reason for 
refusing or neglecting it. 

Mr. W. Smitu objected, not to the giving relief 
in this particular case, but to the principle of af- 
fording it in any case of this nature. As soon as 
the present business should be disposed of, he 
would lay on the table a resolution for considering 
this practice. 

To that Mr. Parker said he had no objection: 
only jet the present petition be in the mean time 
treated as others of the like nature had been. 

The Committee then rose and reported progress, 
but leave to sit again was refused. 

EXTRA CLERKS. 


Mr. Firzsrmons then observed that there had 
been frequent applications to the House for sala- 
ries and compensations to extra clerks, and he un- 
derstood that they would have something of that 
kind during the present session from the Loan 
Office. To prevent their being harrassed in this 
way hereafter, he moved the following resolution, 
viz: That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the establishment of clerks in the several De- 
partments, and to report a plan for the number 
permanently to be employed in each, and their 
compensation. 

A committee of five members was appointed 
accordingly, to wit: Mr. Firzsimoys, Mr. LYMAN, 
Mr, Suersurne, Mr. Watts, and Mr. New. 

Mr. W. Surrx next laid on the table a resolution 
that a committee be appointed to consider and re- 
port on the policy of remitting the duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, where such goods, wares, 
and merchandise, have been destroyed by fire or 
other accidents, 

There was then read a Message from the PRE- 
SIDENT, which had been delivered a little before, and 
a journal transmitted along with it, from William 
Blount, Governor of the Territory of the United 
States Southwest of the Ohio. 


PENNSYLVANIA INSURGENTS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the re- 
port of the select committee on that part of the 
Presipent’s Speech respecting compensation to 
the sufferers by insurgents in the Western counties 
in Pennsylvania. When the first of the two 
resolutious in the report was read, Mr. Swirt 
objected to the granting of immediate indemnifica- 
tion, on much the same ground as he adopted yes- 
terday in the Committee of the Whole. He in- 
quired how a person, with a compensation from 
that House in his pocket, could appear in a Court 
of Justice to prosecute a rioter for damages, when 
the Judge, the jurors, and every one in Court knew 
he had been indemnified? He enlarged, at some 
length, on the great pity that it would be to let those 
rioters and rebels escape so; and, after they had 
cost Government above a million of dollars, that 
they should not be obliged to pay these sixteen or 
twenty thousand. 

Mr. Lyman hoped that the House would give the 
money, and have done with the business. 


Mr. Nicnwotas.—The more he considered this 
question, he was the more convinced that the 
House are involving themselves in embarrass- 
ment. Are you not told (said he, alluding to 
what had been urged by Mr. Swirt) that, by pay- 
ing these claims in the first instance, you are cut- 
ting the sinews of civil process? In any future 
commotion of this kind a person who has lodged 
an exciseman may have his house burnt from pri- 
vate spite against him, and not because he inter- 
fered iu favor of a revenue officer. Then you sre 
bound, by this precedent, to indemnify him; and 
how can you distinguish what was the real motive 
to that outrage? Ho believed it impossible ever 
to bring Government to such a state of perfection 
as that all losses suffered in defence of it should 
be indemnified nt its charge. Where is the differ- 
ence between this case and that of indemnifying 
the losses at sea by the British? Yet that pro- 
posal was rejected. Where is the gentleman who 
will say that he believes people will put them- 
selves to the trouble of prosecuting, when they 
know that the money, if recovered, must go into 
your pockets again? Let us put the case, that a 
jury in the Western counties, where these points 
must be tried, shall find any of these people enti- 
tled to less than what you have bestowed upon 
them? Can you then recover the money back 
again? It is said that this resolution embraces 
but a few instances, and these of the most meri- 
torious kind; but, in reality, it includes all citizens 
who have suffered. What will this comprehend, 
or, rather, what will it not comprehend? He 
supposed that the design was that the Commis- 
sioners appointed by the PresipENT for that effect 
should be sent into the Western counties to ascer- 
tain the damages. Mr. N. concluded by declaring 
that nothing which he had heard could induce 
him to go to the extent proposed; and, by giving 
money at present, the prosecutions would all come 
to nothing. i 

Mr. Murray hoped the first resolution would 
succeed. He really thought that the reasoning of 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr, NicHor.as] would 
extend to the exclusion of General Neville. 

Mr. Manpison remarked, that great respect was 
due to this proposition, both on account of the in- 
teresting occasion that produced it, and of the 
quarter from whence it cume, But the more he 
revolved the subject in his mind, the more he was 
convinced that great circumspection was requi- 
site, and that the House, for many reasons, ought 
to take as much time in deliberating upon what 
they ought to do as the nature of the subject will 
admit. He recommended the proposal of some 
gentlemen to let the affair lic over to next session. 

It is no doubt proper to encourage a spiril for 
suppressing insurrections, and this measure is cer- 
tainly calculated to promote that spirit: But, in 
his judgment, Mr. M. feared that it would like- 
wise encourage insurrections. A great body ‘of 
people were commonly engaged in such disturb- 
ances who were not worth hanging, and to whom 
an established Government usually held out an 
amnesty. By this means great multitudes cane 
in, and réceived pardon befure the operations of 
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chastisement began. The mob, therefore, would 
in this case reason thus: As a crowd, we have a 
good chance to escape the gallows. Let us then 
plunder as fast as possible, because Government 
will disburse the loss, and we shall not be forced 
to disgorge our booty. Mr. M, thought that spe- 
culations of this kind might be entertained by 
future insurgents, if the House were instantly to 
vote a complete indemnification to the sufferers. 
Mr. M. held the highest respect for the arguments 
and feelings of gentlemen who espoused the other 
side of the question, What he himself had just 
now suggested, he did not regard as decisive con- 
siderations, but yet as considerations of weight. 
His own impression was tu let the matter lie over 
till the next session, and then those who had done 
their best in proseculiug would come forward to 
that House to claim compensation under the most 
auspicious circumstances, and all whieh they shall 
have recovered will be saved to the State. 

Mr. Bounryot differed in some degree from the 
gentleman who spoke last. He was for doing 
something at present, though not so much as was 
implied in the first resolution. He recapitulated 
the danger that would arise from slackening the 
efforts of people to prosecute the rioters. He en- 
tively dissented from the principle laid down by 
some gentlemen, that Government was in all 
eases bound to indemnify the losses sustained by 
its citizens from foreign or domestic outrage. In 
the war with Britain there were great numbers of 

- people who chose rather to fight it out to the last, 
and permit their houses to be burned by the Bri- 
tish troops, than accept of terms which they might 
have obtained. Mr. B, again proposed the amend- 
ment which he laid yesterday before the Commit- 
teo, viz: that after the words “and other citizens,” 
there should be inserted, “ personally aiding and 
assisting them.” This he thought sufficient in the 
mean time. 

Mr. Heatir declared himself against the reso- 
lution as unsound policy. He feared that it may 
be an encouragement to fature mischief! When 
an officer of the revenue finds that he is to be so 
easily paid—to be paid a double value for the burn- 
ing of his house—will it not slacken his ardor 
in defence of it? Who has not heard of the re 
bellion of Shays, where a great deal of property 
was dostroyed? People there began at the right 
end of the business, Law suits were commenced 
againat the rebels, and damages were rceovered. 
Pray, would it not be a proper bar to the recovery 
of damages in a Court of liw to say Government 
has paid you? Will not these people who suffered 
by the Tories in the list war come next, with open 
mouths, and demand indemnity? We shall next 
have those citizens who lately suffered by the pi- 
rates of Britain hastening to demand compensation. 
Mr. II. considered this as the most important ques- 
tion which had come before Congress during the 
present session, He concluded by saying that he 
would bear his testimony against this resolution. 

Mr. Caryes was of the same opiuion. Mr. 
Murray had said that it would be impossible to 
find a jury in the Western counties who would 
give honest damages against the rioters, because 


almost every body was an their side, and 
there would be no possibility of finding a jury 
who would pass an equitable verdict, unless re- 
course was had to the odious and execrable prac- 
tice of packing juries. This retnedy was worse 
than the disease; and from this Mr. Murray in- 
ferred the futility of compelling the sufferers to 
wait for the result of hopeless prosecutions, and 
the propriety of immediately paying the damages. 
Mr. Carnes asked the gentleman whether his 
knowledge as a lawyer did not-inform him that 
an upright jury might be selected without having 
recourse to the infamous expedient of packing ? 
Wheu a jury were chosen, the prosecutors would, 
be at liberty to except against them; and if they 
were either men of bad characters, or in any shape 
connected with the rioters, these exceplious would 
be admitted, and this process would go on till a 
respectable jury could be chosen. ‘This was quite 
distinet from any thing like packing. He consi- 
dered this explanation as a satisfactory answer to 
the arguments advanced by the member from Ma- 
ryland; aud he entertamed a better opinion than 
that gentleman seemed to possess of tye jurymen 
in the Western counties. Mr. C. foresaw many 
bad consequences that might possibly flow from 
this alacrity in discharging damages. What if 
there should be a collusive insurrection between 
two parties, and then, instead of twenty thousand 
dollars, we shall have to discharge a bill.of per- 
haps an hundred thousand, or twice that sum ? 
He considered it as good a plea in bar of prosecu- 
tions to say, Government has paid you. But if we 
are so fond of indemnifying people who suffer 
losses, the House may begin by satisfying the set- 
Uers in the baek part of Georgia, where the Creeks 
within the last ten months only have doue mis- 
chief to the extent of five or six hundred thousand 
dollars. He should be glad to hear the House dis- 
posed to indemnify these people, but it was what 
he did not expect. He could not see why these 
sufferers were not as much entitled to compensa- 
tion as the others in the four Western connties- 
As to the Creeks, the State of Georgia was neither 
at war nor pence with them. Peace it was called, 
but in the mean time the savages were comuinit- 
ting incessant murders. Reverting to the ques- 
tion before the House, Mr. C. said, that it would 
be most impolitie to proeced at present in the puy- 
nent of these losses; and he was convinced that 
the Prest~pent himself, when he made the refer- 
ence in his Speech, did not intend that the thing 
should be acted on immediately. Mr. C. hoped 
that there would be a delay for the present svs- 
sion. T'he best way to ascertain the real extent of 
the damages was to leave the matter to the deci- 
ston of a jury. When juries lave determined 
this point, then, if the rebels cannot pay, give sat- 
isfaction io the sufferers in terms of the verdicts. 
The member from Maryland had said, that damn- 
ages could not be accurately specified by a jury. 
Yes. If you pay nothing at present, but, if you 
pay at present, the aetiou is barred. Mr. C. bad 
not entirely formed his opinion on the question of 
compensation, but he was satisfied that it was bet- 
ter_tu make a delay. 
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Mr, DEXTER, in reply to the supposition that 
this compensalion would encourage future insur- 
rections, gave jt as his opinion that it would be 
the means of preventing them. An insurgent 
would say to himself,“ I might escape from the 
prosecution of my neighbor, but, when the United 
States assist lim, ] cannot stand against both.” 
Mr. D. conceived that the meaning of the resolution 
had been mistaken, and he placed the question 
in a light entirely new and unnoticed by any for- 
mer speaker. Gentlemen had spoken «as if the 
yesolution went to ihe immediate and complete 
discharge of the whole damages, and upon this 
many arguments had been founded. This idea 
was an entire inistake, for the first resolution went 
only to ascertain the real extent of the damages, 
and did not pledge the Honse to pay the total 
amount of them. He considered this as a very 
material distinction, and whieh, in a great measure, 
obviated many arguments on the opposite side of 
the question. Mr. D. did not think, with the 
member from Georgia, that the same rule applied 
to the Southwestern settlers of that State and to 
parties in the present resolution. Tho people on 
the frontiers have “placed themselves in a place of 
danger knowingly.” The Creeks were an open 
enemy, but the insurgents were an unexpected 
one. Mr. D. proceeded at great length to make a 
distinction between the two cases, and concluded 
by saying that the seeoud resolution, which, as well 
as the first, he hoped would pass, went only to a 
temporary relief. 

Mr, Hartrey also placed a part of the qnestion 
in quite a different light from any former gentle- 
man. Since he had been a member of that 
IJouse he had found oceasion to read a good deal 
of law, and, from that knowledge of law, he had, 
yesterday, in the Committee, informed the House 
that neither General Neville nor any body else 
could obtain damages against the rivers in a civil 
action. All the arguments, therefore, which had 
been advanced as to whether equitable damages 
could be iecovered before a jury, proceeded upon 
an error, because no civil process whatever would 
lie in the case. If the House were disposed to 
doubt bis own opinion, Mr. IL could now give 
them that of the first law officer in Pennsylvania. 
Since yesterday Mr. I, had consulted that gen- 
teman, who gave it as his express opinion that 
the greater crime absorbs the lesser; that a case 
of this kind is only a criminal action, and that no 
penal damages can be recovered. The crime is 
liable to a capital punishment; he did not mean 
to death; but to such a degree of punishment as 
the offence should be found to deserve. Mr. H. 
added, that if people had known that they were to 
be indemnified for their losses by the United States, 
a much greater number would have stood by the 
Jaw than did so. lt was not the fear of personal 
danger which prevented people from resisting the 
insurgents; it was apprehension of having their 
barns burned down in tho night time. 

Mr. Dexter interrupted Mr. HARTLEY to in- 
quire whether, by the laws of this State, the pro- 
perty of an insurgent is forfeited for his crime? 


TER then remarked, that it was very absurd to say 
to a man, “ You are an insurgent; you have com- 
mitted a great deal of mischief, but you are so very 
deep an offender that I cannot recover damages,” 
Mr. HartTLey rose again to give some further ex- 
planation, when the SPEAKER announced that he 
had something to communicate to the House. 
Mr. HARTLEY sat down, and the SPEAKER said, 
that he had received from the PRESIDENT some 
important and confidential communications, which it 
was requisite to read in the House this day. It did 
not appear that they would decide on the first 
resolution at present, and there was not now more 
time left before the common hour of rising than 
would be necessary for reading the communications 
from the PRESIDENT. The debate was instantly 
deferred, and the galleries cleared. 


Tuurspay, December 18. 


Mr. Goopuva, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Epaphras Jones, in behalf 
of himself, Stephen Gorham, Shubal Gorham, and 
Charles Selden, made a report; which was read, 
and ordered Lo be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 


PAY OF MILITIA. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill making appropriations 
for the expense of the Militia lately called into the 
service of the Uniled States. 

Some objections were- made to the bill. Mr. 
Tirzsrmons said that they were the most extra- 
ordinary which were ever made in this House to 
an act of appropriation. Gentlemen had certain- 
ly never looked into the estimates, or they never 
could have made them. It was not pretended or 
supposed that, in the estimates in this act, the 
sums were exactly ascertained. So far from that, 
we have, in this bill, voted the pay at three dollars 
per month, whereas the House itself had since aug- 
mented that pay to six dollars and two thirds, 
Gentlemen need not be afraid that any money 
would be given out at the Treasury without a 
proper receipt. 

One of the objections to the bill was understood 
to be, the fear lest more money might be voted 
than would be necessary, and that the United 
States would thus be losers. ‘Tho gentleman who 
had made this remark admitted afterwards that the 
explanation was satisfactory, 

The Committee rose, and the Chairman report- 
ed the bill without amendment. It was then or- 
dered to be engrossed, ahd read a third time to- 


morrow. 
r 


Ferpay, December 19. 


Witam Irvine, from Pennsylvania, appeared, 
and took his seat in the House. 

An engrossed bil} making appropriations for the 
expense of the Militia lately cailed into the service 
of the United States was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The Spcaxer laid before the House qa Report 


Mr. Hartigy replied that it was not. Mr. Dex- | from the Secretary of War, accompanying copies 


3p Con.—382 


995 
H. or R.] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Penusylvania Insurgents, 


996 


[DecumBer, 1794. 


of the instructions to the engineers for erecting 
fortifications for the defence ot the seaports of the 
United States, together with their reports there- 
upon, made pursuant to the resolution of the 8th 
instant; which was read, and ordered to lie. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to regulate the pay of the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, of the Militia of 
the United States, when called into actual service, 
and for other purposes,” with several amendments ; 
to which they desire the concurrence of this 
House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the said bill. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said amendments be com- 
mitted to Mr. Manson, Mr. DEARBORN, and Mr. 
DAYTON. 

Mr. Benzamıs Bourye, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill authorizing the transfer of 
the stock standing to the credit of certain States ; 
which waa read twice, and committed. 

The Seraxer laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying certain 
communieations from the Governor of the Territory 
of the United States South of the river Ohio; 
which were partly read. 


PENNSYLVANIA INSURGENTS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported on Wednesday last, from the 
Committee of the Whole House, on the report of 
the committee to whom was referred that part of 
ihe Speech of the PRESIDENT or TIHE UNITED 
States which relates to the policy of indemnify- 
ing the sufferers by the depredations of the insur- 
gents in the Western counties of Pennsylvania. 
Whereupon, 

The first resolution being under consideration, in 
the following words, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause an ascertainment to be made of 
the losses sustained by the officers of Government and 
other citizens, in their property, (in consequence of their 
exertions in support of the laws,) by the insurgents in 
the Western counties of Pennsylvania :” 


The amendment of Mr, Bounrxor, on which the 
House had been debating on Wednesday, was read. 
It was for the insertion, after the words “and other 
citizens,” of* the following addition: “ personally 
aiding and assisting them.” 

Mr. Harriey then rose, and spoke as follows: 
Ihave no great encourmgement to speak, when I 
find that my expressions and language have beeu 
totally mistaken, both by gentlemen in this House 
and by the person who frequently reports the de- 
bates, On Tuesday, I had ventured to say, that I 
thought no great reliance could be had upon thein- 
dividuals injured obtaining satisfaction by personal 
actions against the insurgents; that I imagined the 
civil remedy was merged in the offence of arson 
against the State, or perhaps a higher offence ; that, 
from the state of things, we could not promise our- 
selves that the sufferers would be compensated by 
civil suits. 


On Wednesday, I mentioned to the House, that, 
though there had been much discussion, yet, as I 
considered part of the House to labor under what 
I held to be a mistake with respect to the lex loci, 
or Jaw of the State, which we were obliged to 
take into view, I held it my duty to observe, that, 
the day before, I had said that I thought the smaller 
offence, that is, the civil injury, had been merged 
in the greater against society ; that the offence, so 
far as related to the State, would be arson, which 
had been a capital offence, punishable with death, 
that the punishment had been mitigated by the alter- 
ation of the penal code, but stili it was a felony. 
l noticed that I had formerly read law a good deal 
with considerable attention, but since 1 had been 
in Congress, I bad not been able to bestow much 
time upon it. I said that formerly certain prin- 
ciples or maxims had made impression upon my 
mind; that, among others, was the one under con- 
sideration, that, in arson, the injury to the indi- 
vidual was merged in that against society, or, 
at least, must give way to other; and public 
justice must be done in the first place. I men- 
tioned that I had consulted one of the first Jaw 
officers of the State, which is true, and he agreed 
with me in opinion. Indeed, he added, that no 
reliance should be had upon the personal remedy, 
but that compensation ought to bo made to the 
sufferers. 

I have no reason to change my former opinion. 
Really, when I consider the conduct of the Com: 
missioners to those who made their submissions, 
I should imagine it was the intention of the parties 
that there was to be an oblivion as well of the civil 
as the criminal offenees to those who submitted; 
and, as the Legislature has the power to construe 
the agreement, it becomes her rather to do it with 
magnanimity than otherwise. ù 

Your officers, and those aiding and assisting 
them, ought to be protected and supported, I will 
now siy, as I did the other day, that the fear of 
having their houses or barns burned, terrified 
many a man in the Western country from joining 
the standard of the law, and forced him to temporize 
with rebellion, When the officers know that they 
are to be protected in their persons aud property— 
when the posse comitatus are informed that they 
are lo be regarded in like manner—we may expect 
energy in the execution of the Jaws. The law of 
Pennsylvania is defective, or at least doubtful; 
and, if the present punishment for arson continues, 
the Legislature of that State will, I dare say, point 
out a decided remedy for the party injured against 
the offender. lt becomes the honor and justice of 
the Legislature to protect and support the officers, 
and those aiding them. E shall, therefore, vote for 
the amendment. 

Mr. Venas_e differed entirely from the gentle- 
man who spoke last. He understood that pardons 
extended only to the offences against Government, 
It would, for that reason, be no hardship against 
the people who had received pardons to prosecute 
them for civil damages; and, by the statement of 
the member himself, actions would lie where no 
public prosecutions had been made. 

Mr. Swirt was of opinion that the member 
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from Pennsylvania [Mr. Hart.ev] was most cer- 
tainly mistaken in point of law, when he ima- 
gined that the pardon granted by the Commis- 
sioners extended, or might be construed to a re- 
mission of civil olfences. He did not believe it to 
be in the power of Government to pardon these 
rioters and trespassers to that length. He did not. 
expect that the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
would have stood up in the House to recommend 
an unqualified pardon. When a million of dollars 
had been expended, were the House to give them 
filtcen or twenty thousand dollars more? He did 
not come there prepared to hear of a premium for 
insurrection. He rejected all idea of so much ten- 
derness for rioters and rebels. 

Mr. Bovoinor rejected all idca of the rioters 
being exempted from civil suits. There was but 
one exception, where they were executed for their 
crimes. IIe had no other view of the matter, but 
as a question of policy—whether it was expedi- 
enl, or the contrary, to prosecute these pcople. 
He believed that, before the new Constitution, the 
Jaw stood as the member from Pennsylvania re- 
presented it, But all this was much from the pur- 
pose. By far the greater number of the rioters 
have accepted the amnesty. Nobody imagines 
them exempted from prosecution, To prevent any 
misconception of this nature, the Commissioners, 
in the terms of pardon which they held out, ex- 
pressly warned the people that they were to be 
liable to civil actions for the damages committed. 
It was needless, then, to embarrass the question 
with more difficnities than naturally belonged to 
it. He was satisfied that this was a mere question 
of policy, whether 1t was better to pay off these 
people at once, or let them first try the effects of 
civil actions. 

Mr. Dayron rose and asked, “Who shall de- 
cide, when doctors disagree?” Who shall declare 
what is the law, when the learned gentlemen of 
the bar are so directly opposed to each other? 
The House (Mr. D. observed) had, by some means, 
imperceptibly, and, he thought, unnecessarily, beon 
drawn into the discussion of a common law ques- 
tion. Law had been aptly compared to a bottom- 
less pit, and the sooner, therefore, that they extri- 
cated themselves from it the better. Very fortu- 
nately, (he ‘said,) there existed no necessity for 
determining, in the present cascs, upon any intri- 
cate point of law, as the proposals of amnesty, in 
their very terms, as well as in their nature, left 
each individual trespasscr liable to suits at law on 
the part of the friends of good order, for the da- 
mages sustained by the one and done by the other. 
Mr. D. was for allowing those prosecutions to go 
forward, and was well informed, not only that 
there was far more than sufficient of the property 
of the insurgents to make compensation, but that 
it was probable they would agree together, and 
make up the whole among themselves, rather than 
be vexed by lawsuits. Ie could not agree with 
those gentlemen who expressed a wish to vote the 
whole amount of damages, immediately to be paid 
from the Treasury. He did not believe with them, 
that such 2 measure would promote the dignity, 
or manifest the justice, of the Government. This 


would be to enter into an improper compromise 
with guilt. It would be to make peace with sedi- 
tion, in a way that might tend to encourage rather 
than to discourage it in future. We were obli- 
gated, upon principle and precedent, to insure in- 
demnity to those officers of Government, who, in 
consequence of a prompt and steady discharge of 
their duty, had suffered in their property from the 
resentment of the insurgents. But he wished not 
to do more, until the result of actions at law could 
be ascertained. Allhough the Government may 
offer a pardon for offences against the public, yet 
nothing was more clear than that the general am- 
nesty did not, and could not, exempt the seditious 
offenders from answering to private persons for in: 
juries done to them in their property. 

Mr. Hartiey rose to explain. The gentleman 
from Connecticut [Mr. Swirr] bad mistaken his 
meaning. He was going on, when 

Mr. Dayton rose, and declared that he had 
never put any such construction on the words of 
the gentleman, who certainly must have misappre- 
hended him. 

I did not mean you, sir, (said Mr. Harruey). 
I said the gentleman from Connecticut. You mado 
a mistake of the same kind with me last session. 

The amendment of Mr. BouniwoT was, on a 
division, lost—only twenty-six gentlemen rising 
when the question was called for. 

The question on the first resolution was then 
called for; when it was moved to take the pre- 
vious question, that is to say, “Shall the main 
question be now put?” 

Mr. Firzsimons rose. He thought that this 
discussion comprehended a principle of the most 
important nature. He trusted that it would not 
be got rid of in this way. He was not of opinion 
with those gentlemen who were disposed to waive 
the question just now, under the notion that they 
should have an opportunity of voting for it at an- 
other time, Ie believed that the true design of 
moving the previous question was to lay it aside 
altogether. This expedient shodld not answer 
the end; for, if he had only one other gentleman 
in the House to second him, he would stand by 
the matter till he obtained an explicit answer. 

Mr. McDoweLL vindicated the propriety of tak- 
ing the previous question. 

Mr. Sepewrex said, that, when the British car- 
ried on a most unjust war against this country, 
the Ministry who began it were in time turned 
out. ‘Their successors had always reprobated the 
war, but after the peace, they, notwithstanding, 
had expended several millions to support the loy- 
alists. While the British had acted with so much 
liberality, did it become America to stick at the 
paltry sum of seventeen thousand dollars? The 
House had wrangled so long about this matter, 
that the very wages which they received for the 
time spent in this discussion would about have 
discharged the whole sum in dispute. When 4 
wild, unprincipled, mad attempt had been made 
to destroy this noble Constitution, were the Repre- 
sentatives of this people to make it a doubt whe- 
ther those who saved il from, perhaps, destruction, 
were to be indemnified? Mr. S. declared that he 
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drew up the resolutions. They never understood 
that the resolution implied an assurance of com- 
plete indemnity to the sufferers. 

The previous question was called for by five 
members, to wit: ‘‘ Shall the main question, to 
agree to the said resolution, be now put?” 

And on the previvus question, “Shalt the said 
main question be now put?” in was resolved in 
the affirmative—yeas 52, uays 31, as follows: 


felt more unpleasant sensations than he remem- 
bered ever to have experienced since he became a 
member of this House. Gentlemen might arguc 
and argue about this drop in the bucket compared | 
with the ocean. They might go into metaphysical 
deductions about whether the men who saved ; 
this Constitution were, sume of them, to be rc- 
duced to beggary and misery, as the price of hav- 
ing done so. He would bring up the question | 
again and again, until he had the sense of a 

| 

l 


Yeas.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beatty, 
Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, 
Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Jona- 


House again. Mr. S. repeated the following ar- 
gument, which he, on a former day, had pressed : 
He asked whether persons who, from the pure, | than Darron, Henry Dearborn, Samuel Dexter, Gabriel 
conscious dignity of the republican character, step- | Duvall, William Findley. Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight 
ped forward to support the Government, did not | Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, 
deserve better of it than excise officers, who were ! Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, 
bound to and paid for their services? Jle was | Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, Thomas Hari- 
even of opinion that the conduct of the private | ley, Daniel Heister, James Hillhouse, William Hind- 
soldiers in this case was more meritorious than | man, Samuel Holten, Jobn Wilkes Kittera, Hemy Lati- 
that of the officers. Ile might be mistaken, but | Men Amasa Learned, William Lyman, Francis Mal- 
his opinion was so. From this language, it is not bon, Mbani on gome ji Leer Mullenberg, ala 

$ is m a=, sates à ie ander 5 rr, John age, ostah barker, ndrew ick- 
R an Pa ies vee ens, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, William Smith, 


l 1 t that the ics“ i : l George Thateher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan ‘Trumbull, 
c only meant that the icss interest or emolu- Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg 


ment which an individual has at stake in the suc-} Wadsworth, John Watts, Benjamin Williams, and 
cess of an affair, the greater is his merit in per- f Richard Winn. 
forming it. Je asked what hotter time there was] = Navs.—Jheodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
than the present for settling the ainount of these | P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Joshua Coit, George Dent, 
claims? William B Giles, James Gillespie, George Hancock, 
Mr. Hearn was for the previous question. TIe | Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, John Hunter, Rich- 
thought the resolution unseasonable at this time. | ard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, James Madison, Jo- 
However htile the gentleman chose to think of j seph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, 
seventeen thousand dollars, they might grow into Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Robert 


od renter ; sand i Rutherford, John S. Sherburne, Jeremiah smith, Israel 
mo ent for seventeen hundred thousand dol Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Thomas Tredwell, Abraham 


Mr. Bovpinor thought that the seventeen thou- Venable, Francis Walker, Paine Wingate, and Joseph 


ag 
sand dollars were not the whole of the damages Manston: 
that might be claimed. When Commissioners 
were sent to the Westward, the demand might 
rise to seventy thousand. Numerous other requi- 
sitions might start up. He was for taking the 
previous question. 

Mr. Dexter regretted his necessily to differ 
from a gentleman [Mr. Boupixot] for whose opiu- 
ions he was in the habit of entertaining the high- 
est respect. He was against the previous ques- 
tion, because he disliked obliquity. Whether he | speeches, aud been surprised that no gentleman 
was against or tor the first resolution in the report had made the observation which he was now 
of the select committee, he would give the reso- | going to submit to the House. 
lution itself a fair mecting. Jle then inquired [The noise had by this time become so intense, 
what better time there could be for learning the | that the Speaker rose and reminded the members 
number and extent of the losses than the present? | of a rule that there must be no private conversa- 
He again explained, as on Wednesday, that the | tion while a member addresses the Chair ] 

House appeared to mistake the extent of the re- Mr. G. then proceeded to declare that he dis- 
solution, which did net imply any complete in-| liked the form rather than the substance of the 
demnification, nor even assure any relief at all. | resolution. If people in the Western counties had 
The whole only amounted to the taking of measures | suffered injuries, why should not they, as well as 
for obtaining information. He would not have | every other class of citizens, come to the bar of 
voted for it, if he had thought that it promised | that House and petition? An inquest was, he 
complete indemnification. He thought that noj imagined, intendcd, which would unite all the 
future time could be so proper as the preseut for | back country in one common interest against the 


Mr. Geert then moved a resolution, the sub- 
stance of which was understood to be to ascer- 
tain whether the losses in the Western counties 
were incurred in defence of Government, and how 
far the sufferers were capable to carry on the law- 
suits themselves against the rioters. 

Mr. Gites was against the amendment, the re- 
solution itself, and the whole mode of conducting 
the business. IIc had listened to many long 


deciding. Treasury of the United States. The mode pro- 
Mr. Swier, Mr. Kerrera, and Mr. Grirret, also | posed by the report of the select commiltee was 
spoke. the most exceptionable of all that could have been 


Mr. Hivrarouse went on the same ground with | devised. It was said that this was only an, affair 
Mr. Dexter. He was one of the committee who! of seventeen thousand dollars. What evidence 


1001 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


1002 


Deceuser, 1794.) 


Lirpenses of the Militia. 


[H. or R. 


have we that the demands will stop there? Sir, 
there is nonce. ‘The mode is, besides, totally wrong. 
Let persons who have suffered come here in the 
usual manner. It is said that a gentleman has 
had his house burned. Let him come here and 
tell us so. Mr. G. entirely scouted the idea ad- 
vanced by Mr. Dexter, that we might inquire 
into the extent of the losses, without a design to 
discharge them. If you do not mean to indem- 
nify, why inquire at all? Ile did not object to 
relieving the sufferers, but to erect a board of in- 
guest, under Presidential direction, was what he 
never would consent to. He again repeated, that 
he did not mcan to dissent from the principle, but 
from this most exceptionable of all modes for put- 
ting it into practice. Let people lay memorials 
of their losses before the House, which would then 
sce distinctly what it was doing, and examine the 
evidence on which the claim was founded. Ie 
wondered that none of all the speakers in the de- 
bate had adverted to this distinction, 

Mr. HILLIOUSE differed in every particular from 
the gentleman who spoke last. If petitioners come 
from the Westward, they are referred to a select 
committee, They bring all the evidence which 
they can muster to swell their bill. ‘The com- 
mittee have no counter-evidence, as we in this 
House almost never hear more than one of the 
parties. It is much better to send persons to the 
spot who can examine the subject on both sides, 
which we cannot possibly do, and who will be 
responsible to this House for their conduct. ‘The 
whole arguments and ideas of Mr. IT. were in direct, 
contradiction to every thing advaneed by Mr. 
Gites. He (Mr. H.) was satisfied that, before 
we undertook to pay the losses of the Western 
people, it was better, in the first place, to know 
the extent of them. The resolution amounted to 
nothing more than the ascertaining of this loss, 
and Mr. TT. could see many good reasons for de- 
ferring the payment of a bill until he knew the 
sum to which it amounted. le could also sce 
reasons why the mode recommended in the reso 
lution was much preferable to that of bringing 
people so far to the ILouse. Commissioners going 
to the spot could make themselves perfectly mas 
ters of the subject; whercas, if the partics come 
here, the matter will be decided on ex parte cvi- 
dence, as it always is. 

Mr. Bouptyor considered the resolution as too 
loosely worded. A gentleman who had been on 
the expedition, and who had heard or read the re- 
port, observed to him [Mr. B.] that he himself 
came within the resolution, as he had suffered 
considerably in his business by his absence. 

Mr. ILLLHOUSE explained, that the resolution 
extended only to actual destruction. The com- 
mittee never meant to compensate people for the 
loss which they had suffered by being banished. 
IIe was ready, if the House liked it better, to in- 
sert in the first resolution the words “ property 
actually destroyed.” This would prevent the mis- 
apprehension of the gentleman mentioned by Mr. 
Bovvinor. 

The louse divided on the amendment of Mr. 
GILBERI—ayes 39, nays 33. 


Mr. TIttuovsE then moved to strike out the 
word “in” from the first resolution, and put into 
i its place “ by the actual destruction of” their pro- 
perty. 
Mr. MADISON apprchended that this amendment 
left the resolution as bad as it was before, if not 
| Worse. A person in the Western counties had 
his horse stolen by the insurgents. But this did 
not imply the absolute destruction or annihilation 
of the horse. The amendment meant either too 
much or too little. lt certainly could be no im- 
provement on the resolution. 

After some further discussion, the amendment 
was agreed to. 

And the main question being put, that the Tlouse 
do agrce to the said resolution, amended to read 
‘as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause an ascertainment to be made of 
the losses sustained by the officers of Government, and 
other citizens, by the actual destruction of their proper- 
| ty (in consequence of their exertions in support of the 
laws) by insurgents in the Western counties of Penn- 
svlvania; together with a report of the particular con- 
dition of the respective sufferers, in 1elation to their 
ability to prosecute ther several claims, and recover, 
at law, satisfaction from the insurgent aggressors :” 

Jt was resolved in the affirmative. 

The second resolution on the subject of indem- 
nification was then taken up in the House. 

Mr. Boupryor moved the following amendato- 
ry addition : 

“To aid such of the snfferers as, in his (the Presi- 
dent’s) opinion, stand in need of immediate assistance, 
to be accounted for by them in such manner as may 
| hereafler be directed by law.” 

i 


| The amendment was carried, forty-four gentle- 
men rising. i 

The resolution, as amended, is as follows : 

“ Resolved, That the President be authorized to draw 
| out of the Treasury of the United States the sum of 
dollars, to be applied by him to aid such of the 
said sufferers as, iu his opinion, stand in need of im- 
mediate assistance, to be accounted for by them in 
such manner as may hereafter be directed by law.” 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
l suant to the said resolutions ; and that Mr, ILLL- 
jilousk, Mr. Finptey, Mr. LYMAN, Mr. WATTS, 
and Mr. WILLIAM SMITI, do preparo and bring 
in the same. 

EXPENSES OF THE MILITIA. 

The House next went into consideration of the 
‘amendments of the Senate on the bill as to the 
| expenses of the Militia. The principal of these 

was for augmenting the bounty on enlisting. 

This produced a variety of remarks from seve- 
ral members, who agreed in condemning the 
amendment of the Senate as, to the last degree, 
useless, and even pernicious. 

Mr. BEATTY observed, that the increase of boun- 
| ty always insured a greater number of recruits, 

but then they were of a much worse description 
than those who accepted a lesser bounty. In fact, 
the large bounty is not the means of filling the 
Army. Three-tourths of such recruits run off 
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without ever secing the camp. Every recruiting 
officer will teil you, that, if he is suffered to offer 
a large enough bounty, he will soon fill his com- 
pany. But then, though the lesser bounty gathers 
men more slowly, they are much more likely to 
stay. With a large bounty, there are always two 
desertions for one. 

The amendments were referred to a select com- 
mittee. 


Monpay, December 22. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill authorizing the trans- 
fer of the stock standing to the credit of certain 
States; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee reported the bill withoul amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire and report the means of providing for the 
payment of the third instalments due on a Loan 
made of the Bank of the United States, and for 
the payment of any instalments which may fall 
due on foreign loans, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and nincty-five. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sepcwick, Mr. GILES, and 
Mr. IRVINE, be appointed a committee pursuant to 
the said resolution. 

Mr, Mapison, from the committee to whom 
were committed the amendments proposed by the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act to regulate 
the pay of the non-cominissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates of the Militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes,” made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
consider and report on the policy of remitting the 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, in cases 
where such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall 
be destroyed by tire, or other accident. 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. VENA- 
BLE, Mr. Scorr, und Mr. CLAIBORNE. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to establish the office of Purveyor of Public 
Supplies ;” to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. The Senate have also passed the 
bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the support of Government, for the year one thou 
sand seven hundred and ninety-five,” with several 
amendinenta; to which they desire the concur 
rence of this House. 

The Touse proeveded to consider the amend 
ments proposed by the Senate to the said bill. 
Whereupon, 

The first, second, and third amendments were, 
on the question severally put thereupon, agreed to 
by the House. 

Ordered, That the other amendments proposed 
to the said bill, be committed to Mr. BLOUNT, Mr. 
FOSTER, and Mr. JEREMIAH SMITI. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to establish the office of Purveyor of Public Sup- 


plies ;” was read twice and committed. 
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NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to amend the act, en- 
titled “ An act to establish an uniform rule of na- 
turalization.” 

Mr. DEXTER after some observations on the im- 
portance of the subject before the Committee; 
and expressing his disapprobation of the facility 
by which, under the existing law, aliens may ac- 
quire citizenship, moved that the term of two 
years in the bill referring to the previous residence 
should be struck out and a blank left, to be filled 
up after more mature consideration. This mo- 
tion was agreed to. Anothcr amendment was 
proposed by that gentleman, referring particularly 
to the mercantile foreigners who may wish to ac- 
quire citizenship. 

Mr. PaGE said, that he approved the design of 
the mover, because he thought nothing more de- 
sirable than to see good order, public virtue, and 
true morality, constituting the character of citi- 
zens of the United States; for, without morality, 
and indeed a general sense of religion, a Republi- 
can’ Government cannot flourish, nay, cannot long 
exist; since, without these, disorders will arisc, 
which the strong arm of powerful Government 
can alone correct or retrieve. But he should vote 
against the amendment, because he thought, as his 
colleague [Mr. Mapison] did, that it would be 
attended with embarrassments to the admission to 
the rights of citizenship, which good men ougl:t 
not to have thrown into their way; and which, 
too, for his part, he thought might prove insur- 
mountable obstacles to such. Yet they would be 
no impediment to the views of bad men, or such 
as he wished to exclude from citizenship, for the 
best man in the United States might not procure 
the certificate required by the amendment, if he 
moved from State to State, staying no where long 
enough to enable two persons to swear that they 
had known him to be of snch a character as we 
reqnire, and to have supported it during the length 
of time which the amendment prescribes. Yet 
bad men, associating chiefly with men like them- 
selves, regardless of oaths, might procure the re- 
quisite certificate. He disliked the amendment on 
account of its requiring an oath at all. Ie trust- 
ed that a Constitution much admired, and with 
such wholesome laws, will be an inducement to 
many good men to become citizens, and that, 
should bad men come amongst us, they will bo 
discountenanced by the more virtuous class of 
citizens, and if necessary be punishcd by the laws. 
He hoped that good schools would soon be spread 
over all the States, and hence that good sense and 
virtue will be so generally diffused amongst us, 
that emigrants will be unable to corrupt our man- 
ners. Even at present, he relied so much on the 
virtue and discernment of his fellow citizens, the 
power of the law, and the energy of Government, 
as to apprehend no danger from emigration into 
the United States. Mr. P. said, that he knew in- 
stances of difficulties which some worthy men lad 
met with in their endeavors to procure such certi- 
ficates as the amendment proposed. He mention- 
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ed one clergyman in Virginia. Even Dr. Griffith, | 
after bem nominated Bishop of that State, found | 
it diflicult to procure from the Convention the cer- 

tificate required by the English bishops; because, 

though hundreds of other persons knew his worthy 

character, a sufficient number of the members of 

the Convention had not known it, during the term 

specified in the certificate required. 

Mr. Dexter's motion was now withdrawn. 

Mr. Gites then proposed an amendment the 
object of which was to impede a return to citizen- 
ship of those who should expatriate themselves. 
Tle proposed that a special law of the State from 
which such persons should detach themselves, 
should be requisite in order to their being re-in- 
stated. 

Mr. Tracy, after observing, that although he 
was notin favor of a perpetual allegiance as un- 
derstood by the British Government, yet he was 
of opinion that the return of persons who should 
expatriate themselves ought to be clogged with 
greater impediments than simply law of a parti- 
cular State. If the amendment is a proper one, of 
which he confessed he had his doubts, he would 
suggest to the gentleman an addition, by making 
a law of the General Government also necessary in 
the case. 

Mr. Giurs observed that the object of his motion 
was not by any means to lessen the impediments 
in the way of a return to citizenship, but the re- 
verse; he should therefore agree to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Connecticut. ‘The motion 
was afterwards considered in several points of 
view, as blending State and Cuntinental legislation, 
as interfering with the Legislative rights of the 
State by some, and as operating iu the same man- 
ner in respect to the right reserved by the Cousti- 
tution to the General Government, which is author- 
ized to pass uniform laws of naturalization by 
others. 

Mr: Srnewicx having stated that his colleague 
had prepared a motion with regard to the kind of 
evidence that an applicant should exhibit of the 
goodness of his moral character and of his attach- 
ment to the Goverament, he requested Mr. 
Gites to withdraw his motion for the considera- 
tion of the other, which he did, and thereupon, 
Mr. Dexter moved that no alien should be ad- 
mitted to the rights of citizenship, but on the oath 
of two credible witnesses, that in their opinion he 
was of good moral character and attached to the 
welfare of this country, which motion was second- 
ed by Mr. Sepgwicx, who added the following ob- 
servations: 

He said, that the subject under consideration was 
certainly of great importance, and opened an exten- 
sive fichl of diseussion. ‘The present motion, taken 
in conjunction with that already adopted, had for 
its object to embarrass the facility, with which 
aliens may be admitted to the rights of citizenship. 
Ile would submit to the consideration of the com- 
mittee some of the leading ideas, which had occur- 
red to his mind on this subject. 

America, he said, if her political institutions 
should on experience be found to be wisely ad- 
justed, and she shall improve her natural adyan- 


tages, had opened to her view a more rich and 
glorious prospect than ever was presented to man. 
She had chosen for herself a Government which 
left to the citizen as great a portion of freedom as 
was consistent with a social compact. All be- 
lieved the preservation of this Government, in its 
purity, indispensable to the continuance of our 
happiness. The foundation on which it rested 
was general intelligence and public virtue; in 
other words, wisdom to discern, and patriotism to 
pursue the general good. Ile had pride, and he 
gloried in it, in believing his countrymen more 
wise and virtuous than any other people on earth ; 
hence he believed them better qualified to adminis- 
ter and support a Republican Government. This 
character of Americans was the result of early 
education, aided indeed by the discipline of the 
Revolution. In that part of the country with 
which he was best acquainted, the cducation, 
manners, habits, and institutions, religious and 
civil, were Republican. The community was di- 
vided into corporations, in many respects resem- 
bling independent republics, of which almost every 
man, the qualifications wero so small, was a mem- 
ber. ‘They had many important and interesting 
concerns to transact. They appointed their execu- 
tive officers, enacted bye laws, raised money for 
many purposes of use and ornament. Here, then, 
the citizens carly acquired the habits of temperate 
discussion, patient reasoning, and a capacity of en- 
during contradiction. Here the means of education 
and instruction are instituted and maintained ; pub- 
lic libraries are purchased and read; these are (said 
he) the proper schools for the education of Repub- 
lican citizens; thus are to be planted the seeds of 
Republicanism, If you will cultivate the plants 
which are to be reared from these seeds, you will 
gather an abundant harvest of long continued 
prosperity. 

Much informaiion (he said) might be obtained 
by the experience uf others, if, in despite of it, we 
were not determined to be guided only by a vision- 
ary theory. ‘The ancient Republics of Greece and 
Rome (said he) see with what jealousy they 
guarded the rights of citizenship against adultera- 
tion by forcign mixture. The Swiss nation, (he 
said,) in modern times, had not been less jealous 
on the same subject. Indeed, no example could 
be found, in the history of man, to authorize the 
experiment which had been made by the United 
States. It seemed to have been adopted by uni- 
versal practice as a maxim, that the Republican 
character was no way to be formed but by carly 
education. In some instances, to form this cha- ` 
racter, those propensities which are generally con- 
sidered as almost irresistible, were opposed and 
subdued. And shall we (he asked) alone adopt 
the rash theory, that the subjects of all Govern- 
ments, Despotic, Monarchical, and Aristocratical, 
are, as soon as they set foot on American ground, 
qualified to participate in administering the sover- 
cignty of our country? Shall we hold the bene- 
fits of American citizenship so cheap as to invite, 
nay, almost bribe, the discontented, the ambitious, 
and the avaricious of every country to accept 
them ? 
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We had (he said) on this subject not only cx- 
ample, but warning. Will gentlemen (said Mr. 
S.) recollect the rage of ages which existed in the 
country from which we came, between the Saxon, 
Danish, and Norman emigranls and the natives 
of the country? The crueltics, the oppressions, 
the assassinations, in a word, the miscrics to which 
this gave birth? Perhaps it might be said that in 
this instance the emigrants were hostile invaders ; 
but the same events took place in the decline of 
the Roman empire, between the emigrants who 
were invited to occupy the vacant frontiers and 
the ancient inhabitants; although the former 
ought to have been united to the latter by every 
principle of affection and gratitude. By these and 
almost an infinity of other instarices, it would not 
be rash to conclude, that by the undeviating prin- 
ciples of human nature, whenever the inhabitants 
of one country should be permitted to settle in 
another, by national affections, an union would be 
formed, unfriendly uot only to the ancient inhabi- 
tants, but also to social order. Our own experi- 
ence was not, he believed, in opposition to the 
general observation. Although this reasoning was 
to his mind conclusive agaiust a general and indis- 
criminate admission of aliens to the rights of citi- 
zenship, yet he did not wish it should go to a com- 
plete exclusion. 

It was said, in support of what was termed onr 
liberal policy, that our country wanted commercial 
capital; that we had an immense tract of vacant 
territory ; and that we ought not, with the avarice 
of a miscr, to engross to ourselves the exclusive en- 
joyment of our political treasures. 

Mr, Sepewicx said he had never been convinced, | 
that we ought to make so grcat a sacrifice of prin- 


the poor a decent competence and independence, as 
the effect of industry and cconomy, (which would 
gencrally by the case when lands were no longer 
to be obtained, on their present casy and reason- 
able terms,) then that description of men, now per- 
haps the most happy and virtuous, would become 
miscrable to themselves and a burden to the com- 
munity. Now the man who entered on the stage 
of life, without property, had a reasonable assur- 
ance, that a few years of industry and economy, 
would give hin independence, competence, and re- 
spectability. The prospect gave relish and cifect 
to his labors. He planted himself on the frontiers, 
and cultivated in his posterity every uscful and 
manly virtue. ‘This was his treasure, and it was a 
glorious one. 

Mr. S. said he considered America as in posscs- 
sion of a greater stock of enjoyment than any other 
people on earth. That it was our duty to hus- 
band it with carc; yet he could not altogether ex- 
clude such virtuous individuals, as might fly here, 
as to an asylum against oppression. On the one 
hand, he would not dissipate our treasures with 
the thoughtless profusion of a prodigal; nor would 
he, on the other, hoard them, as in the unfeeling 
grasp of a miser. Our glorious fabric (said he) 
has been cemented by the richest blood of our 
country, and may it long continue to shelter us 
against the blasts of poverty, of anarchy, and of 
tyranny. 

The present (Vr. S. said) he believed the most 
inauspicious time for the indiscriminate admission 
of aliens to the rights of citizenship. A war, the 
most cruel and dreadful which had been known 
for centuries, was now raging in all those conn- 
tries from which emigrants were to be expected. 


ciple for the rapid accumulation of commercial | The most ficrce and unrelenting passions were 


capital. He had never been convinced that by an 
improvement of our own resources, it would not 
accumulate as fast as might be for the public bene- 
fit. We heard mach of equality. Property was 
in some sense power; and the possession of im- 
mense property generated daring passions which 
scorned equality, and with impatience endured the 
restraints of equal laws. Property was undoubt- 
edly to be protected, as the only sure encourage- 
ment of industry, without which we should dege- 
nerate into savages, But he had never been con- 
vinced that the anxiety with which we wished an 
accumulation of capital in the hands of indivi- 
duals, was founded on correct Republican rellec- 
tion. The ardent ambition inspired by the posses- 
sion of great wealth, and the power of gratifying 
it, which it conferred, had in many instances dis- 
turbed the public peace, and in not a few destroyed 
liberty. 

The vacant lands which some with so much 
avidity wished to sce in the occupation of forcign- 
crs, he considered as the best capital stock of the 
future enjoyinent of Americans; as an antidote 
against the poison of luxury; as the nursery of 
robust and manly virtue, and as a preventive of 
a numerous class of citizens becoming indigent 
and therefore dependent. Whenever the time 
should arrive, (and may that period be very dis- 
tant,) when there should no longer be presented to 


engaged in a conflict, which shook to their founda- 
tions all the ancient political structures in Europe. 
This contest was supported on the one hand by 
men who believed personal political distinctions 
were necessary to the great purpose of security, 
and on the other by those who thought that socie 
ty could be protected and individuals sccured by 
a Governinent with departments, and without 
checks; ucither embracing the iprinciples estab- 
lished here, where, without privileged orders dis- 
tinct portions of power were to be deposited in 
different hands, in such manner that it was almost 
impossible for the mind even to conccive that the 
different departments should form an union for 
any mischicvous purpose; and altogether impossi- 
ble to believe that without such concurrence cither 
alone should be capable of executing any wicked 
design. 

Could (he asked) any reasonable man believe, 
that men who, actuated by such passions, bad 
fought on grounds so opposite, almost equal- 
ly distant from the happy mean we had cho- 
sen, would here mingle in social affections with 
each other, or with us? That their passions 
and prejudices would subside as soon as they 
should set foot in America? or, that, possessing 
those passions and prejudices, they were qualified 
to make or to be made the governors of Ameri- 
cans? 
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Ie believed that the amendment now proposed 
by his colleague, in conjunction with that which 
had already succeeded, would on the one hand 
check the admission of foreigners in such numbers 
as might be dangerous to our political institutions ; 
and, on the other, that if would not exclude such 
meriterious individuals as might be willing to serve 
the apprenticeship which might qualify them to as- 
suine the character and discharge the duties of 
american citizens. 

He concluded by saying, that he had always 
been opposed to the policy of the Government on 
this subject; that his opposition had not been 
abated by reflection, but increased by the existing 
stale of things in lurope. 

The Committee now rose and reported pro- 
gress. 


Tvespay, December 23. 


An engrossed bill, authorizing: the transfer of the 
stock standing to the credit of certain States, was 
read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Greencr, from the committee appointed to 
inquire if any, or whal, alterations ought to be 
made to the act, passed the seventh day of June, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety -four, enti- 
tled ‘An act concerning invalids,” made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to a Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

The House next went into a Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Cons in the Chair, on the petition of 
Epaphras Jones, merchant, of New York. This 
petition respected a ship that had not been regis- 
tered in due time, as an American bottom, ‘The 
petition prayed for the remission of certain duties 
incurred in consequence of this neglect. After 
some discussion, wherein Mr. Frrzsintons, Mr. 
Goopnn, Mr. Swrrt, and Mr. Gitnert, spoke, the 
Committee rose; the Chairman reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again. This was negatived, 
and the petition was referred back to the former 
committee. 

A report was read, from the committee appoint- 
ed, as to the distribution of the laws. Jt was or- 
dered to be printed, and referred to a Committee 
of the Whole. The committee recommended that 
there should be printed three thousand copies, 
complete up to the end of the present session, of 
the laws; and an cqual number in future. Part 
were to be printed in German. They were all to 
be distributed among the several States. Every 
printer of a newspaper in the United States, who 
can prove that he has printed the whole in his 
newspaper, is, at the end of each session, to receive 
the sum of dollars of compensation. But 
this is not to be given to more than two printers in 
any one town. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom were committed the 
amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill, 
entitled “ An act to regulate the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, of 
the Militia of the United States, when called into 
actual service, and for other purposes;” where- 
upon, 


Resolved, That this louse doth agree to the 
amendments proposed to be added to the end of 
the said bill, with an amendment. 

Mr. Batpwry, from the committee appointed to 
inquire how far the Post Office law has been car- 
tied into effect, made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole ITouse on the report of the committee 
appointed to prepare and report a plan for the re- 
duction of the Public Debt. 

Mr. Switn, of South Carolina, began hy observ- 
ing, that, having brought in the report which was 
under consideration, it might Le expected that he 
should enter into some details, explanatory of the 
views of the select committee in making it. The 
subject was one which, from its being necessarily 
connected with numerical statements and dry caleu- 
Jations, would be likely to fatigue, were it not at 
the same time rendered highly interesting, by its 
immediate connexion with the ease and comforts 
of our constituents, and the credit and prosperity 
of our country. Ile should, therefore, with confi- 
dence, anticipate the attention of the Committee, 
while he developed the principles of the report, 
and pointed out the beneficial consequences which, 
in his estimation, would result froin the adoption 
of it, 

A proper consideration of the plan reported 
would lead to the following inquiries: Ist. What 
is the actual amount of the Debt? 2d. What is 
the actual state of our revenue? 8d. What will 
probably be the state of our revenues for a series 
of years to come, excluding the casualty of war? 
4th. Whether all the existing revennes ought to 
be kept in existence for a period commensurate 
with the existence of the Debt, or, if short of that 
period, for what length of time? Sth. What dis- 
position ought to be made of any annual surplus 
of revenue which may exist, after satisfying the 
annual appropriations for the current expenditures, 
the interest of the Debt and the sum annually 
redeemable? 6th. Whether the sale of the West- 
ern lands ought at this time to be resorted to, ag 
an auxiliary resource for the reduction of the 
Debt? 

Ist. The actual amount of the Debt Mr. S, stated 
to be as follows : 

Total of six per cent. stock, when the 
whole shall be subscribed - - 
Six per cent. stock standing to the credit 

of certain States - - - 2,845,056 

$29,902,172 
14,951,036 
20,000,000 


$61,853 208 


Total of deferred stock - - 
Total of three per cenis, about - 


Total of Domestic Debt - - 


Of the above sum, it was necessary to remark, 
that about $2,500,000 still remained in the shape 
of registered and ‘ansubscribed Debt, the greatest 
part ‘of which it was presumable would soon be 
subscribed; and that the sum of $2,265,022 was 
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now the property of the Sinking Fund, subject, 
nevertheless, to redemption, on the same terms as 
the remainder of the Debt. 

Such heing the state of the Debt, and the Go 
vernment haying reserved, by the law which 
modified it, a right to redeem it, by payments not 
exceeding in cach year the sum of cight dollars 
on every hundred dollars of the six per cent. stock, 
for principal and interest, it would be seen that, 
stating the six per cents. at $29,902,172, the two 
per cent. on account of principal, which the Go- 
vernment has the right to pay, will be the sum of 
$598,013; which sum, with the interest annually 
liberated thereby, will be sufficient to meet the 
annual instalments, according to the right reserv- 
ed, until the year 1801, when the further sum of 
$299,021, being the two per cent. on the deferred 
Debt, must be provided for the annual payment of 
that two per cent., besides the sum of $897,062, as 
an annual provision for the interest, which will 
then become payable thereon. Some calculations 
would be hereafler exhibited to show the operation 
of these payments on account of the principal of the 
Debt, and the length of time requisite for the com- 
plete discharge of the whole of the six per cents., 
and deferred Debt. 

2d. The second consideration was, the state of 
our resources. 

Afler a survey of the state of our burdens—a 
picture which, however unavoidable, and the ne- 
cessary price of onr liberties, was still an unpleas- 
ant onc—it must be highly gratifying to every 
Patriotic eye, to survey the interesting picture 
which the present state of our revenucs exhibit- 
ed. The beauty of this picture was considerably 
heightened by contrasting it with the gloomy 
Scenes displayed in the Old World, where the 
great and powerful nations of Europe were heap- 
ing burden upon burden on their distrossed sub- 
jects, and exhausting their resources and their 
strength in a conflict the most bloody and obstinate 
that history had recorded, while this happy coun- 
try, under the auspices of peace and the smiles of 
Providence, was increasing in its population, its 
commerce, and its strength, in a progression which 
outran all calculation. 

At tho close of the year 1793, there existed a 
surplus of revenue beyond the appropriations of 
$2,487,181. 

At the close of the present year, 1794, notwith- 
standing the extraordinary and heavy expenditures 
of this year, for the building of frigates, fortifica- 
tions, purchase of military Stores, and the expen- 
sive supplies for the Western Army under General 
Wayne, a surplus is stated of $812,495. 

At the close of the year 1795, the probable sur- 
plus is estimated at $700,000; after discharging 
out of the revenues of that year the enormous sum 
of $1,122,569, for the expense of the army employ- 
ed to suppress the rebellion in Pennsylvania, in ad- 
dition to a heavy expense for the regular Military 
and Naval Establishments, and a further sum for 
fortifications. 

While we exult, said Mr, S., at this flourishing 
aspect of our affairs, ought we to withhold our 
gratitude from those to whose steady policy and 


judicious arrangements our country is in no small 
degree indebted for such blessings ? He was happy, 
for one, to avail himself of this opportunity, while 
he gloried, as aun American, in the unparalleled 
prosperity of his country, to tender his small trib- 
ute of approbation to those who had contributed, 
by their firmness and wisdom, to preserye the 
peace of our country, and to fill the coffers of our 
Treasury, by an excellent system of administration. 
To the Presipent, who had, at a most enttical pe- 
riod, by his magnanimous conduct, stemmed a tor- 
rent which was hurrying us away to a destructive 
war, and to the Secretary of the Treasury, whose 
unremitting and assiduous labors had given enerey 
and system to the complex machinery of an 
extensive and intricate Department, (and to whose 
fidelity and services a large committee of this 
House had borne testimony at the last session,) he 
felt that much was due, and thus fecling, he could 
not on this occasion suppress the sentiments he had 
expressed. 

lt is evident, said Mr. S., from the above view 
of our revenue, and the appropriations to which 
itis subject, that there will be a surplus adequate 
to the discharge of the instalment which the Gov- 
ernment has the right to redeem in the year 1795. 

3d. The next subject of inquiry is, whethor the 
state of our revenues for a series of years will be 
likely to enable the Government to continue the 
regular and gradual discharge of the future instal- 
ments? 

A view of this part of the subject must exclude 
allogether the idea of a foreign war, for all must 
agree that such a national calamity would at the 
same time dry up the sources of some of our best 
revenues, and divert others from those channels 
in which they would, in times of peace, flow for the 
beneficial purposes of reducing the Debt: a war, 
while it would necessarily interrupt the payment of 
the existing Debt, would as certainly creale a new 
one, proportioned to the nature and duration of 
such war, Our calculations must therefore be 
predicated on a state of peace, and God forbid, said 
Mr. S., that wo may ever have to make them on 
any other hypothesis? 

The existing revenues arise from the following 
sources, and are estimated, in round numbers, at 
the following sums, viz: 


Impost and tonnage 5 - - $5,500,000 
Exciac - - - - - 400,000 
Carriage tax - - $150,000 
Suuff and sugar tax - -~ 90,000 
Auction tax - 40,000 
Licenses for retailing wines, &c. 100,000 
— 380,000 
Surplus of dividend on Bank stock and 
Post Office - - - - 10,000 
$6,350.000 


The charges which will probably exist for a se- 
ries of years, may be estimated as follows, viz: 
Civil List - - - $500,000 
Interest on Foreign and Do- 

mestic Debt’ - - - 8,100,000 
Military Establishment, includ- 

ing pensions - - - 1,500,000 
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Naval Establishment, includ- 


ing pensions - 400,000 
Interest on temporary loans 109.000 
Light-house establishinents - 24,000 

: 5,624000 
Surplus - -  %26,000 


$6,350,000 


The result of the above comparative view of 


our permanent revenues and expenditures, which 
is obviously to a certain extent conjectural, ex- 
hibits a surplus of above seven hundred thousand 
dollars, which will furnish more than the requisite 
sum for the annual redemption, until the year 
1801, when, as already shown, further sums will be 
wanted, to meet the deferred Debt. 

With respect to the above statement of our 
revenues and expenses, the following observa- 
tions occur: Ist. With respect to our revenues— 
The impost and tonnage are estimated to pro- 
duce the sum of $5,500,000; but this calculation, 
l understand, is bottomed on the imports of the 
present year, which, it has been suggested to me 
by persons of commercial knowledge, greatly ex- 
cced the ordinary itnportations, and are attributa- 
ble to the prodigious emigrations to this country, 
which are likely to be diminished when peace 
takes place, and therefore likely to cause a di- 
minution hereafter of this branch of revenue, 
Should this suggestion be well founded, and the 
revenue from impost be reduced, the defaleation 
will be probably counteracted by a proportional 
increase of the product of the internal duties, some 
of which have hitherto yiclded much less than 
they ought to have done, from obstructions which 
are every day lessening, and others are of too re- 
cent a date to furnish a guide to an accurate esti- 
mate of their ultimate product. We may rea 
sonably hope that the latter as well as the former 
will ere long yield a much Jarger sum than that 
at which they aro estimated. 2d. With respect 
to the expenditures; The only prospect of a favor- 
able alteration in that estimate arises from the 
Military Establishment, a reduction of which, to 
any considerable extent, would be a handsome 
addition to the surplus. But this is more to be 
hoped than expected. The precarious situation 
of our extensive frontiers, will, for some time, 
preclude evcry rational expectalion of any con- 
siderable diminution of the Army; and, even 
should it take place, it is not improbable that a 
part of the savings in that respect may be required 
for Indian presents, and trading houses, for the 
preservation of peace. So in regard to the annual 
Naval Establishment, which is estimated at four 
hundred thousand dollars; the savings which a 
reduction of that establishment would produce, 


would necessarily be diverted to the payment of 


an Algerine tribute. We ought not, therefore, to 
reckon on much more than the annual surplus 
above stated, for several years to come. Events 
will determine, in the year 1801, when the interest 
on the deferred Debt shall become payable, whe- 
ther any further revenues will be then wanted for 
that purpose. The next subject of inquiry, is, 3d, 


' Whether all the present revenues ought to be kept 
in existence for a period commensurate with the 
Debt, or if short of that period, what ought to be 
the term of their duration? On this point we 
must anticipate a diversity of sentiment in the 
Committee. It will probably be said, that as the 
laws of last session, imposing duties on certain in- 
ternal objects, were merely experimental, and 
therefore limited in their duration to the term of 
two years, it would be inexpedient at this time to 

| forestall a judgment of their utility and operation, 

and to repeal the clanses of limitation before we 
had an opportunity of judging of their effects on 
our constituents; that there is a prospect of the 
reventtes arising from impost and tonnage, and 
from distilled spirits, being hereafter adequate, by 
their future increase, and by a probable reduction 
of our permanent expenses, to a full provision for 
all necessary objects, without the aid of these new 
resources ; and that, at any rate, it ought to be left 
to the Legislature which may exist at the epoch 
when those laws shall expire, to judge of the fit- 
ness of a continuance of them, or of a substitution 
of other taxes, should further taxes be necessary ; 
thal we should, at this session, content ourselves 
with furnishing the means for the instalment of 
the ensuing year, and leave it to our successors, of 
whose zeal we ought to entertain no doubts, to do 
their duty, as we shall have done ours. 

To remove the weight of these objections, two 
points must be investigated; Ist. Whether the 
revenues arising from impost and tonnage, and 
from distilled spirits, will alone be competent to 
the permanent expenses of the Union, and tho 
regular discharge of the Debt? 2d. Whether, ad- 
mitting the necessity of further resources, those of 
last session, arising from internal objects, are not 
the most likely to mect the general approbation of 
the country ? 

Ist. Some remarks already made apply to the 
first point, and elucidate the inadequacy of the 
duties arising from impost and tonnage, and from 
distilled spirits, to the payment of our annual ex- 
penses and the regular discharge of the Debt. 
This point will be more clearly ascertained by 
stating that the aggregate product of those reve- 
nues is estimated at $5,900,000, whereas the per- 
manent expenditures, and the sum annually re- 
deemable of the Debt, amount to $6,224,000, leav- 
ing a deficiency of $324,000, which must be sup- 
plied by otber taxes. lt must be further observed, 
that this statement does not look beyond the end 
of the year 1800, for the year 1801 will call for 
much further revenues; an annual provision must 
then be made for the interest on the deferred Debt, 
and another provision for the redemption of the 
capital; the former, as before stated, will require 

the sum of $897,062, and the latter the sum of 
| $299,021, making together $1,196,083. Hence it 
is demonstrable that there will be, without the aid 


of the new internal taxes, an annual deficiency, 
until the end ef the year 1800, of $324,000, and an 
annual deficiency after the year 1800 of $1,520,083. 

To these authentic statements, it is no answer 
to say that the other revenues may be increased, 
and that the permanent expenditure may in future 
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years be diminished to such extent, as to ohviate a 
recurrence to further aids. With an equal share 
of the prophetic gift, I have as much right to say 
that the former may be diminished, and the latter 
may be augmented to such extent as to increase 
the deficiency. But even admitting the hypothesis 
of an increment of revenue and a diminution of ex- 
pense, is there no valuable object to which any 
occasional surplus may be applicd? Would not 
the application of it to the Sinking Fund be at- 
tended with the most advantageous consequences ? 
Would not the annual purchase of the Debt great- 
ly accelerate the extinguishinent of that curse, as 
it has been so emphatically called, that scourge of 
nations, that parent of excises, the horror of a free 
people, that rallying point of the factions, that vital 
nourishment of the clubs, the slandard of the an- 
archist, and bug-bear of the ignorant? Shall we 
trifle with such a fue, when we have in our hands 
the means to subduc him? Shall we throw over 
this monster only a flimsy net-work which he will 
break through in a few years, when we have the 
power to chain him down forever? Shall we 
administer only tampering medicines for this great 
State malady, as it has been termed, when we can 
perform a radical cure? Shall we exhibit our- 
selves as State empirics playing mountcbank 
tricks with tlus deep-rooted distemper, this cancer 
on the body politic, when we hold the proper re- 
medy to extirpate it? Shall we be mere dabblers 
in a matter of so much lasting importance to the 
energy and prosperity of the nation? No, sir, let 
us seize with ardor on this occasion, lct us with 
avidity embrace the opportunity which a kind 
Providence, and the wisdom of onr public admin- 
istrators, has afforded us, of striking at the root of 
this national evil; let us improve all the means 
which the virtuous acquiescence of our fellow-ci- 
tizens has sct before us, to liberate our country from 
a Debt, which, though honorable in its origin, wise 
in its modification, and just in its principles, cramps 
our natural energy, enfeebles our means of de- 
fence, and absorbs those resources which, with 
proper application, would render us at all times a 
valuable ally and a formidable enemy. Tet us 
avail ourselves of the present era of peace and 
prosperity, to lay a solid foundation for our future 
grandenr, A few years more of such times, and 
we shall have so far cut down that Debt, which 
now exhausts one-half of our revenucs, as to be 
enabled, with the existing taxes, to equip a con- 
siderable fleet, to be fortitied against any invasion, 
and to have a military strength which will set at 
defiance any nation which may be so rash as to 
quarrel with us. It is therefore no less our in 
terest than our duty to make at this time a scrious 
and a great effort to diminish the Debt, and to cs- 
tablish a permanent system for that salutary ob- 
ject. There can be little doubt, that, in so doing, 
we shall anticipate the sanguine expectations and 
cordial wishes of our feilow-citizens throughout 
the Union. The Presmenr bas expressed the 
same sentiment; the Ifouse indeed, seaned to be 
under a similar impression, when they unani- 
mously acceded to the proposition which I had 
the honor to make at the beginning of the session, 


and which was, that “ Further provision ought to 
be made for the reduction of the Public Debt; and, 
that a committee be appointed to report a plan 
for that purpose.” The House, in directing the 
Committee to report a plan, undoubtedly meant 
something, not temporary and annual, but system- 
atic and permanent. A plan excludes the idea of 
an annual or biennial arrangement; it contem- 
plates an arrangement unfluctuating and durable. 
Any modification therefore of the Debt which 
would be exposed to change and instability, would 
be as repugnant to the unanimous vote of the 
Iousc, as already expressed, as to the wishes and 
feelings of our constituents. 

No further argument being, it is presumed, uc- 
cessary to evince the expediency of drawing into 
our coffers olher revenues than those arising from 
commerce and from distilled spirits, I proceed 
to the second consideration. 2d. Whether the 
duties and taxes imposed at the last session on 
internal objects, be not preferable to any others? 

Those duties and taxes are, on manufactured 
sugar and snuff, on carriages, on licenses for re- 
tailing wines and forcign spirituous liquors, and 
on sales at auction, the duration of which is Jimit- 
ed to the end of the session of Uongress, subse- 
quent to the month of June, 1796. From the va- 
rious objects of taxation which presented them- 
selves, these were at the last scssion selected by a 
committee composed of a member from each 
State; they were, after a full discussion, agreed 
to by large majorities in both Houses; they have 
been in operation many months, and no complaint 
has yet reached our cars; Congress have been in 
session near two months, and no petition has ap- 
peared against them, no motion for the repeal of 
any of them. To these indirect evidences of their 
propriety, it may be added, that they carry with 
them direct testimony of their merits; they are 
paid by those classes of the community who can 
well afford it; they are simple, easy and cheap in 
their collection: there arc no other taxes which 
can be recommended hy so many considerations ; 
they are as popular as taxes can be; were they 
less so than I believe they are, the application of 
them to so popular an object will undoubtedly 
make them as much so as we can desire; if there 
should be any sting in any of them, the considera- 
tion of the good they will do, will remove it. 

To what other source shall we apply? The 
impost is atits ne plus ultra; this is universally 
agreed: Stretch the cord again, and I predict that 
it will snap. The excise on distilled spirits is not 
proposed to be raised; shall we Jay a land tax? 
Unless we wish to excite a general clamor through- 
out this country, that subject ought not to be med- 
dled with; let it remain as our grand resource in 
case of war, when dire necessity shall compel a re 
sort to it, and when Americans will submit to it 
with cheerfulness. 

Impressed with the solidity of these considera- 
tions, the Select Committee have recommended a 
continuance of these taxes to the year 1801. It 
would perhaps have been expedient to have pro- 
posed a permanent appropriation of thein until 
the extinguishment of the Debt; a spirit of con- 
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ciliation induced a compromise which fixed on 
that epoch, when the Deferred Debt becomes pay- 
able, and when the Legislature will decide from 
the then state of things, whether those or other re- 
venues shall be requisite. Anxious as T am, that no 
difficulties may hereafter interrupt the completion 
of this desirable work, my own opinion is, that 
these taxes should now be permanently appropri- 
ated to the redemption of the Debt, not liable to 
be repealed, unless others of equal value shall be 
substituted. The Committee will decide whether 
Tam right in this opinion, or whether their dura- 
tion ought to be limited to a period when they will 
probably be still more necessary than at present. 
5th, As fo the disposition of any annual surplus. 

The Select Committee have reported that the 
surplus of revenue which may hereafter exist, af- 
ter satisfying all legal appropriations, ought to be 
annually appropriated to the purchase of the Pub- 
lic Debt. 

We may entertain a reasonable expectation, 
that, in times of public*tranquility, and without 
the intervention of any unfortunate contingency, 
the existing revenues will in some years, perhaps 
in every year, yicld an overplus after discharging 
the current demands and the redeemable part of 
the Debt; that overplus will be advantageously 
employed in buying up the Debt. his appropria- 
tion may be made in two modes, either by now 
declaring by law that such surplus, at the end of 
every year, shall be applied to the purchase of the 
Debt, unless the same shall be required for the pub- 
lic exigencies, and be specially appropriated there- 
to by acl of Congress (of which kind of appropri- 
ation there is a precedent in our statute books,) or 
by recommending it by a resolution of this House 
to future Tlouses, to make such annual appropria- 
tions. ‘The first mode appears the most cflicacious 
and systematic. 

With this auxiliary fund, a considerable impres- 
sion on the Debt may be annually made by pur- 
chases; already the interest fund, arising from in- 
terest money liberated by antecedent purchases 
and payments into the Treasury, amounts’ to the 
annual sum of 77,164 dollars; this fund being ap- 
plied, as fast as ıt passes into the hands of the 
Commissioners, to further purchases, is annually 
augmenting, with all the velocity of compound 
interest; the accretion of the annual surplusses 
will still add to its celerity; the operation therc- 
fore, of the Sinking Fund, will form a valuable aid 
to the redemption fund. Both these funds will 
be annually performing their operations; the re- 
demption fund will annually discharge that part 
of the principal of the six per cents, redeemable 
by law, even when the Debt is above par; the 
Sinking Fund will buy it up on beneficial terms 
when under par, besides operating on the three per 
cents and deferred. 

6th. The last point relates to the Western lands, 
for the sale of which the Committee have recom- 
mended a provision at the present session. 

On that subject, it may not be amiss to remark, 
that much doubt is entertained by judicious men, 
whether this is the proper season for procecding to 
the sale of those lands. 


On the one hand, it is suggested that the pre- 
sent state of war in that country would either im- 
pede the sale or render it unprofitable; that Con- 
gress ought therefore, to take no steps in regard to 
that property, until a settled and lasting peace 
shall have been established. On the other band, 
the prospect of an approaching peace and the pre- 
sent rage for land speculation seem to invite to the 
experiment. Jf adventurers are disposed to pur- 
chase, notwithstanding the war, on terms advan- 
tageous to the United States, there appeared no 
good reasons why the Government should not, 
as carly as possible, avail itself of this auxiliary 
resource to reduce its Debt. The purchasers in 
this case run all risks, and take upon themselves 
all hazards; the Government has no other care 
than either to sell for ready moncy or to have the 
contracts well secured. Should il be thought 
however that any sules, prior to a peace, will be 
disadvantageous to the United States, it will in 
that case be proper to introduce in the bill a clause 
declaring that the sales shall not commence until 
the Presipent shall by proclamation, have an- 
nounced a peace with the Indian tribes. Mr, S. 
then said, having thus, Mr. Chairman, touched on 
the different points resulting from the report, and 
on the subjects incident to a due consideration 
of il, I shall conclude with a few miscellaneous 
observations, not immediately falling under any 
of the above heads. Though they will be more 
obvious and applicable when the details of the bill 
shall come under consideration, yet it may not be 
altogether useless to draw the attention of the Com- 
mittce to them at this time. 

1st. The first consideration which occurs as a 
matter of detail, is the doubt whether the payment 
of two per cent. on the principal of the Debt is to 
extend to that portion of six per cent. stock which 
has been purchased by the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund? It appears to me expedient that 
it should: in that case, the amount so paid must 
be appropriated to the Sinking Pund; and the in- 
terest liberated by each annual payment, must go 
to swell the payment of the ensuing year, for it 
will be observed that, according to the right re- 
served, each annual payment on account of prin- 
cipal, will be larger than the payment of the pre- 
ceding year, by the addition of the interest liber- 
ated in that year: by the existing laws, the inter- 
est on the Debt purchased is appropriated to the 
Sinking Fund ; a repeal of that appropriation will 
therefore be necessary. 

2d. The next cofsideration which arises is, by 
whom shall these payments of redemption be 
made? The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund 
present themselves as the most proper persons. 
The moncys requisite for the purpose will be placed 
at their disposal, by the proper otlicers of the Trea- 
sury. They will keep two separate accounts, one 
relating to the redemption of the Debt by annual 
payments, the other relating to the purchase of the 
Debt. 

3d. Some difficulties may be suggested on the 
score of the certificates. 

Are new certificates to be issued at every an- 
nual payment? Or, are the payments to be en- 
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dorsed or noted on the certificates, or only entered 
on the books of the Treasury in each creditor's 
account? 

Ilow is a purchaser to know the value of a cer- 
tificate, and what steps ought to be adopted in re- 
lation to certificates in Europe? It may be expe- 
dient to vest a discretionary power in the Treasury 
Department, subject to the control of the Presi 
DENT, to regulate these details in the manner most 
convenient to the creditors, consistent, however, 
with a due regard to the Treasury arrangements. 

4th. Another point, of no less doubt and of equal 
importance with the foregoing will arise, 4 e. 
whether the two per cent. on accounl of principal 
shall be made quarter yearly or annually ; this 
doubt will require Legislative decision, The ad- 
vantage of paying it quarterly will be, that it will 
prevent the collection of large sums at the end of 
the year in the Treasury; but, as no interest in 
that case will be stopped till the end of the year, 
expediency dictates that the payment of the two 
per cent. should be made at the end of cach year. 
Mr Surra concluded, with observing, that, from 
the calculations which he held in his hand, it ap- 
peared that, from the mere operation of the Re- 
demption Fund, the present six per cent. Debt 
would be paid off in less than 23 years, and the 
deferred in less than 29; there would then remain 
only the three per cent, and Foreign Debt; but the 
combined operation of the Sinking Fund would 
greatly accelerate the discharge of the whole, and, 
should the Legislature think proper to increase our 
revenues by new taxes, we might soon expect to 
see a complete discharge of the Debt. At all 
events, said Mr, S., it will be a consolation to 
us all as we grow old, that the older we grow the 
nearer we approach that happy period, when our 
country, liberated from its burdens, shall rise with 
a vigor and elasticity which will protect our liber- 
ties from every external aggression, and preserve to 
us, and perpetuate to our posterity, every internal 
blessing. - 

Mr. Nicnoras, Mr. Dexter, Mr. HiuLuovse, 
and Mr. Frrzsmtons, also spoke. ‘he Committee 
then rose, and lcave was granted fur them to sit 
again. 


Wepxesnay, December 24. 


The IIouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for determining the 
Northern boundary of the Territory ceded to the 
United States by the State of North Carolina; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and reported progress. 

Un the question, that the House will, on Friday 
next, again resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the said bill, it passed in the ne- 
gative. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further consideration 
of the said bill. 

Mr, Sxepawics, from the committee appointed 
to inquire and report the means of providing for 
the payment of the third instalment due on a Loan 
made of the Bank of the United States; and for 


the payment of any instalments which may fall 
due on Foreign Loans in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to be committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House on Friday next. 

The House arain resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to prepare and report a plan for 
the reduction of the Public Debt; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and re- 
ported progress. 


Fray, December 26. 


Two other members, to wit, Jeremian Waps- 
worrn, from Connecticut, and Saurer Surrn, from 
Maryland, appeared, and took their seats in the 
House. 

A petition of William and Archibald M'‘Neil, 
of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, rope- 
makers, was presented to the House and read, 
praying a remission of the duties accruing on a 
quantily of hemp and yarns imported in the brig 
Betsey, in the mouth of November, 1798, which 
was consumed by fire, logether with other pro- 
perty of the petitioners, on the 30th day of duly 
last. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. VENABLE, Mr. Scorr, and Mr, CLAIBORNE; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

Mr. Hittnotss, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the ascertainment of certain 
losses of the officers of Government and other 
citizens, by the insurgents in the Western coun- 
ties of Pennsylvania, and providing some present 
relief to the sufferers; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 

the Whole House, on the report of the commiltce 
appointed to inquire and report the means of pro- 
viding for the payment of the third instalment 
dne on a Loan made of the Bank of the United 
States, and for the payment of any instalments 
which may fall due on Foreign Loans, Ai the year 
1795; and, after some time spent therein, the Com- 
mittee rose, and reported the following resolution, 
which was twice read, and agrecd to by the House, 
viz: 
Resolved, That provision be made, by law, for 
the payment of any instalments of Foreign Loans 
which may fall due in the year 1795; and for the 
payment of the third instalment due on a Loan 
made of the Bank of the United States, out 
of the proceeds of any Foreign Loans heretofore 
made. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills he brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Sepe- 
wick, Mr. Gites, and Mr, Invixe, do prepare and 
bring in the same, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate lave disagreed to the amendment 
of this Jlouse to the amendment proposed by the 
Senate to be added to the end of the bill, entitled 
“ An act toregulate the pay of the non-commis- 
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sioned officers, musicians, and privates, of the Mi- 
litia of the United States, when called into actual 
service, and for other purposes,” and do insist on 
their amendment to the said bill. They desire a 
conference with this louse on the subject-matter 
of the said amendment, and have appointed ma- 
nagcrs at the same on thcir part. 

The House proceeded to consider so much of 
the said message as desires a conference with this 
House on the subject-matter of the amendments 
depending between the two Houses to the said 
bill. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this Touse doth agree to the 
said conference, and that Mr. Mapison, Mr. Dear- 
Bory, and Mr. Dayron, be appointed managers at 
the same on the part of this House. 

Mr. Sepewicn, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill providing for the payment of cer- 
tain instalments of Forcign Debts, and of the third 
instalment due on a Toan made of the Bank of 
the United States; which was read twice, and 
committed. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The House again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House, on the bill to amend the act, 
entilled “ An act to establish an uniform rule of 
naturalization.” 

Mr. Gines proposcd to amend the intended test 
of a citizen, by adding, after “two witnesses giv- 
ing ‘evidence as to his moral character,” these 
words: “attached to a Republican form of Go- 
vernment.” IIe thought this test proper, to pre- 
vent those poisonous communications from Eu- 
rope, of which gentlemen were so much afraid. 

Mr. Dexrer preferred saying “attached to the 
Constitution of the United States.” 

To this amendment Mr. Grues had little or no 
objection. 

Mr. Boupinot did not see the use of either 
amendment. It was only giving unnecessary 
trouble, The oath which the person himself must 
take, was sufficient for expressing his fidelity to 
the Government of this country. 

Mr. Nicuouas considered both the amendment, 
and the clause to which it was annexed, as unne- 
cessary ; and even if in themselves proper, they 
were misplaced. He thought both equally super- 
fluous. They should have been inserted in the 
oath of allegiance of the man himself. 

Mr. Dayton hoped that the whole clause would 
be rejected. He should be against it, unless the 
nature of the evidence was referred to a Court of 
Justice. Le foresaw many difficulties arising to 
poor men in attempting to get two such witnesses. 
Tt might suit extremely well with merchants and 
men of large capital, who had, he supposed, been 
alluded to the other day, under the title of merit- 
orious emigrants. He was not so anxious for them 
as for useful laboring people, who, as he thought, 
would be more likely to do good. This class, how- 
ever, had never, it was likely, troubled their heads 
about forms of Government. He further objected 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, 
that the word Republican was entirely equivocal. 
This title was assumed by many Governments in 


Europe, which were upon principles entirely dif- 
ferent from ours. Some of them, such as Poland, 
i had been Aristocracies of the most hideous form. 

Mr. Dexter hoped that the amendment of Mr. 
Gites would not pass, [Mr. Gites had, as before 
noticed, consented to withdraw it}; not so much 
for the sake of the principle, as of the language 
in which it was expressed. The word Republican 
implied so much, that nobody could tell where to 
limit it. Why use so hickneyed a word? Many 
call themselves Republican, who, by this word, 
mean, pulling down every establishment: they 
were mere Anarchists. 

Mr. Hiniuouse was equally against the clause 
and amendment. Mr. Dexter and Mr. Gites 
previously declared themselves extremely doubtful 
whether they should even vote for the clause, when 
amended in their own way. 

Mr. Gites felt himsclf extremely surprised to 
hear it asserted on the floor of Congress, that the 
words “ Republican form of Government” meant 
anything or nothing. He read a passage from the 
Constitution, whereby a Republican form of Go- 
vernment is guaranticd to each of the United Slates 
composing the Union, Ile should, therefore, have 
imagined, that the words were well understvod 
from one end of the Continent to the other. He 
did not expect such criticism. He was not snre 
if he should vole for the clause at all; but if he 
did so, he should wish the best to be made of it. 
He then allered his amendment to these words: 
“attached to the principles of the Government of 
the United States.” 

Mr. Dayror.—With all the ambition of that 
gentleman [Mr. Gigs] to be called a Democrat, 
both be and Mr. D. would more properly be called 
Republicans. He again vindicated his assertion 
as to the equivocal meaning of the word. <A Ve- 
netian or Genoese might come to this country, 
and take the oath as proposed, and then excuse 
himself by saying, “it was the Republican forin 
of my own country which [ had in view.” One 
of the best writers on the British Constitution had 
called that also a Republic. 

Mr. Mapison was of opinion that the word 
was well enough understood to signify a free Re- 
presentative Government, deriving its authority 
from the people, and calculated for their benefit ; 
and thus far the amendment of his colleague was 
sufficiently proper. Mr. M. doubted whether he 
himself should, however, vote for the clause, thus 
amended. It would perhaps be very difficult for 
many citizens to find two reputable witnesses, 
who could swear to the purity of their principles 
for three years back. Many useful and virtuous 
members of the community may be thrown into 
the greatest difficulties, by such a procedure. In 
three years time a person may have shifted his 

{residence from one end of the Continent to the 
| other. How then was he to find evidence of his 
behaviour during such a length of time? But he 
| objected to both amendments on a different ground. 
| Tt was hard to make a man swear that he preferred 
į the Constitution of the United States, or to give 
any gencral opinion, because he may, in his own 
private judgment, think Monarchy or Aristocracy 
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better, and yet be honestly determined to support 
this Government as he finds it. 

Mr. Hituuouse then proposed as an amend- 
ment, to insert, that “evidence should be produced 
to the satisfaction of the Court.” 

Mr. Dexter mentioned the abuses that have 
happened in the present form of admitting citi- 
zens. He did not comprehend the argument of 
Mr. Dayton, that it would be more easy for a 
rich than for a poor man to get evidences to swear 
to his having resided in the country. If he had 
not, the fact was of a notorious nature. It would 
likewise be as easy for a poor man, as for a rich 
one, to get an attestation of his character. The 
point of residence was, in itself, but little. A man 
may have resided here for a long time, and de- 
frauded the citizens, which would be no recom- 
mendation. 

Several other gentlemen spoke. The resolution 
finally passed. 

‘The second resolution produced a Jong conver- 
Sation, in the course of which Mr. Murray de- 
clared, that he was quite indifferent if not fifty 
emigrants came into this Continent in a year’s 
time, It would be unjust to hinder them, but im- 
politic to encourage them. He was afraid that, 
coming from a quarter of the world go full of dis. 
order and corruption, they might contaminate the 
purity and simplicity of the American character. 

The Committee now rose, and had leave to sit 
again. 


Moxvay, December 29, 


A petition of Nehemiah Somes, of the town of 
Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying a remission 
of the duties accruing on a quantity of salt, which 
he imported in the ship George, from Lymington, 
in the Kingdom of Great Britain, and was con- 
sumed, together with the storc-houses in which it 
was deposiled, by a late fire in the said town. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Venaniy, Mr. Scorr, and Mr. CLAIBORNE ; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
tho louse. 

A memorial of sundry manufacturers of tobac- 
co, in tho city of Philadelphia, whose names are 
thercunto snbscribed, was presented to the Louse 
and read, praying a revision of the excise laws of 
the United States, and that so much of the act 
passed at the lest session of Congress, entitled 
“An act laying certain duties upon snuff and re- 
fined sugar,” as imposce a duty on manufactured 
tobacco, may be repealed. 

Ordered, That tho said memorial be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole Iouse on the re- 
port of the committee appointed to prepare and 
pot a plan for the reduction of the Public 

ebt. 

The Speaxen laid before the House a Letter from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, trausmitting an ac- 
count of the Reccipts and’ Expenditures of the 
United States for the year 1793, and accompanied 
with an cxplanatory letter to him from the Comp- 


troller of the Treasury ; 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Goopuve from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making further provision in cases 
of drawbacks; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Gres, from the committee appointed to pre- 
pare and report a plan for the better organizing, 
arming, and disciplining, the Militia of the United 
States, made a report; which was read, and order- 
ed to be committed to a Committce of the Wholo 
House to-morrow. 

Mr. Mansos, from the managers appointed on 
the part of this House to attend the conference 
with the Senate, on the subject-matter of the 
amendments depending between the two ITonses 
to the bill, entitled “ An act to regulate the pay of 
the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates, of the Militia of the United States, when 
called into actual service, and for other purposes,” 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

‘ A message from the Senate informed the Ilouse 
that the Senate recede from their amendment, dis- 
agreed to by this House, and insisted on by tho 
Senate, to the bill, entitled “An act to regulate 
the pay of the non-commissioned officers, musi 
cians, and privates, of the Militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes ;” and do agree to tho said amend- 
ment, with an amendment and modification of the 
same, agreeably to the report of the Joint Commit- 
tee of Conference. 

The Sreaxer laid before the Iouse a Report 
from the Secretary of War, respecting the frigates 
authorized by the act “to provide a Naval arma- 
ment,” made pursuant to the order of the Prest- 
DENT or THe Unitep Statzs, conformably to the 
resolution of the 16th instant; which was read, 
and.ordercd to lic on the table. 

Mr. Goons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill supplementary to the several acts 
imposing duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United Stales; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. Buount, from the committee to whom were 
committed the amendments proposed by the Se- 
nate to the bill, entitled “An act making appro- 
Priations for the support of Government, for the 
year 1795,” made a report. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
said amendments. 


TUE PUBLIC DEBT. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the bill providing for the 
payment of certain instalments of Foreign Debts, 
and of the third instalment duc on a Loan made 
of the Bank of the United States. 

[A report was read from a committee, respect- 
ing a demand made on account of the Bank of 
the United States. The particulars were briefly 
thus: Fifty thousand four hundred dollars be- 
longing to the public were brought by sea from 
North Carolina to this city, and the Bank of the 
United States had been employed by the Secre- 


which were read, and or- 
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tary of the Treasury to insure them. This was 
done as to the whole sum, excepting some hun- 
dreds of dollars, and reasons were assigned why 
the insurance could not be immediately completed. 
Ina very short time news came that the ship was 
cust away, and the money thrown overboard. Tne 
question now was—Who should pay the smali sum 
not covered by the insurance, and the premium of 
that greater part, which was insured? The whole 
demand was about fourteen hundred dollars. The 
ollicers of the Treasury considered the claim of 
the Bank as fair, and they accordingly examined 
and paid it: but, it was next necessary to come 
forward in the House, and get a particular act to 
indemnify themselves for having done so. These 
particulars are the substance of a statement made 
on this subject to the House, by Mr. Grove.] 

Mr. Manison had no objection to the reason- 
ableness of the claim; he only apprehended that 
a special appropriation was needless. 

Mr. Firzsrvons said, there was no doubt that 
the thing was not anrhorized by any act already 
made. The matter was nothing to the Bank, as 
the account had already been settled by the otti- 
cers of the Treasury. He said that the insurance 
was not to be got on money at any time, as being 
liable to so many accidents. In the present case, 
for example, the underwriters did not believe that 
the money was really thrown into the sea. But 
the Captain had gone through the requisite form- 
alities, and no more was to be got of him. 

Mr. Grove dillercd entirely both from Mr. 
Mapison and Mr. Frrasimoxs, in their opinion 
that no law existed by which the Treasurer of 
the United States was authorized to pay this mo- 
ney. Was he not authorized to bring this money 
from North Carolina? Did not this imply that 
he was warranted to be at the expense of insuring 
it? Did it not follow that he must pay for insur- 
ance, as other people did? And, as a natural con- 
sequence from these premises, it followed, that if 
by an accident not impatable to him a part of the 
sum was not covered by the underwriters, the loss 
must ultimately fall on the State. The Treasurer 
was surely warranted to act thus, and as surely 
entitled to reimbursement in the terms now de- 
manded. 

Mr. Davron had once employed a friend to in- 
sure property which was coming by sea to him. 
Had this friend omitted to do so, he asked whether 
he would have bad a claim, either in law or just- 
ice, or in any other way, to make this friend re- 
spousible for the value of this property, if it had 
been shipwrecked and not insured? Certainly 
not. No more had the Government any right to 
retort upon the Bank, because a part, though in- 
decd a very small one, of this money, was un- 
covered, Mr. D. understood very well the nature 
of the doubt started by Mr. Manisox, and, as he 
understood him, he was of that gentlemau’s opin- 
ion. If the fifty thousand dollars had been to come 
Jrom Carolina by land, put the case, that the Se- 
eretary of the Treasury had hired wagons to bring 
it, and a guard to protect it: After the wagons 
and the guard had been paid for and dismissed, 
will it be said that the House was at liberty lo re- 

3p Cox.—38 


fuse reimbursing what they cost? This he thought 
a parallel case. 

Mr. Buounr, Mr. Mapisox, and Mr. W. SMITA, 
spoke each a few words. The House agreed to the 
report of the Select Committee. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The House again resolved itseif intoa Committee 
of the Whole House, on the bill to amend the act, 
entitled “An act to establish an uniform rule of 
naturalization.” 

The motion before the Committee, made by Mr. 
VENABLE, when they broke olf the last discussion, 
had been to strike the word “moral” out of this 
amendment: “ good moral character.” These three 
words, altogether, were an addition of what was to 
be attested by the witnesses for a candidate to ad- 
mission as a citizen. 

Mr. Dexrer opened the debate on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Venage to the amendment, by saying 
that he wished to hear the reasons for it. 

Mr. Nicnouas said, that he did not make the 
motion; but his colleague, who had made it, thought 
that the insertion of the word “ moral” gave too 
strict an air to the sentence. This word might be 
hereafter implicd to mean something relative to 
religious opinions. 

Mr. Sepewick remarked, that if no better rea- 
son than that advanced ky Mr. Nicnotas could 
be given for striking out the word “moral,” he 
could not agrce to it. Moral is opposed to immo- 
ral, but has no particular reference whatever to 
religion, or whether a man believes anything or 
nothing. It has ny reference to religious opinions. 
We can everywhere tell, by the common voice of 
the World, whether a man ss moral or not in hig 
life, without difficulty. Ta some States of the 
Union adultery is not punishable by law, yet it is 
everywhere said to be au immoral action. It is 
too nice to make a distinction between a good 
character and a good moral character. The word 
good, itself, is very cquivocal in its meaning. It 
signifies anything, everything, or nothing. A good 
companion is one thing; a good man, as applied to 
wealth, conveys a different senso; and so on. 

Mr. B. Bourne considered the amendment itself, 
and the motion of Mr. Venasue to strike out the 
word “moral,” as equally useless. 

Mr. Murray hoped that the word would not be 
struck out. ‘This would be the greatest slander 
ever cast upon the American character, lt would 
eacite the surprise of foreign nations. 

Mr. Venasir had thought the wording of the 
phrase too strict; but rather than have any further 
dispute, he withdrew his motion for suiking out 
the word “ moral.” 

The clause was then read, as amended, 

Mr. Ginpert thotfght that the term of residence, 
before admitting ‘aliens, ought to be very much 
longer than mentioned in the bill. The Chairman 
informed him that the term in the bill was lefi 
blank. 

Mr. Sevewicn, agreed to the idea of Mr. Gik- 
pert. He wished that a method could be found 
of permitting aliens to possess and transmit pro- 
perty, without, at the same time, giving then a 
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right to vote. He did not know if the Constitu- 
tion authorized such a thing. 

After some further conversation, the clause pass- 
ed, The third resolution in the report was then 
read; which was, thar if an American citizen chose 
to expatriate himself, he showd uot be allowed to 
enter into the list of citizens again without a spe- 
cial act of Congress, and of the State from which 
he had gone. | 

Mr. Mapison did not think that Congress, by the | 
Constitution, had any authority to readmit, Ameri- 
can citizens at all. It was aniy granted to them 
to admit aliens, 

Mr. Skpewicx was very willing for his part, that | 
citizens who had once expatriated themselves should | 
never be readmitted again. 

The Committee, on two successive motions to 
that effect, fron Mr. Mapison and Mr. Cies, 
rose. The Chairman reperted progress, and asked 
leave to sit again, which was giasted. 


Tcespay, December 80. 


An engrossed biil providing for the payment of 
certain instalments of Forcign Debts, and of the 
third instalment due on a Loan made of the Bank 
of the United States, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

A petition of Robert €rahb, of Amelia township, 
in the State of South Carolina, was presented and 
read, praying that he may be permitted to fund 
a certificate for a certain sum of money which 
he deposited in the Treasury of the State of Geor- 
gia, in the month of May, 1785, and which. from 
unavoidable circumstances, has not been funded 
within the time prescribed by law. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

The following Message was received from the 
PREvIDENT oF THE UMTED Starrs: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Lepresentatives : 


T lay before you a Report made to me by the Secre 
tary of War, respecting the frontiers of the United 
States. The disorders, and the great expenses which 
incessanily arise upon the frontiers, are of a nature and 
magnitude to excite the most serious considerations. 

L feel a confidence that Congress will devise such 
Constitutional and efficient measures, as shall be equal 
to the great objects of preserving our Treaties with the 
Indian tribes, and of attording an adequate protection 
to our frontiers. 


G. WASHINGTON, 

UNITED States, December 80, 1794. 

The said Message and rej:ort were read, and or- 
dered to lic on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the amendment 
and modification proposed by the Senate to the 
amendment of this House, in lieu of their amend- 
ment, disagreed to by this House, and insisted on 
by the Senate, to the bill, entitied * An act to re 
gulate the pay of the non commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, of the Militia of the United 
Statcs, when called into actual service, and for otber 
purposes.” Whereupon, 


Resolved, That this louse doth agree to the said 
amendment and modification. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The IJouse again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, on the bill to amend the 
act, entitled “ An act to establish an uniform rule 
of naturalization.” 

Mr. HittHouse moved as an amendment to the 
clause before the Committee, that if any citizen of 
the United States, at any time thereafter, shonld 
become a citizen or subject of any other State or 
country, he should not again be admitted an Ame- 
rican citizen. This amendment gave rise to debate. 

Mr. Murray hoped the amendment would suc- 
ceed, and that any citizen of the United States 
who, when out of the United States, elected to 
be a subject of any foreign Power, should not 
again be permitted to the rights of complete citi- 
zenship ; nor did he think it necessary to decide 
the question which had resulted from the ingeni- 
ous arguments of his friend from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Dexrer,] whether a man can expatriate 
himself without the express consent of the com- 
munity or nation of which he is a citizen or sub- 
ject. It was enough for us to say, that any man 
who does expatriate himself from the United States, 
shall not again become a citizen. He could not 
agree with the gentleman from Massachusetts, in 
the position, that a man cannot expatriate with- 
out the consent of his country. The practice of 
this country is a direct confutation of this doc- 
trine; and it must be admitted, either that this 
country has trampled on the most solemn of so- 
cial and national rights, by its practice, or that a 
man may leave his country and take on him the 
obligations of a new allegiance in this country, 
It seemed to him a position as comnformable to 
sound morals as to political truth, that what a 
man has no right to offer, another man, or socicty, 
cannot rightfully accept. He would infer, that 
this country had a right to naturalize forcigners, 
because she has naturalized them; and that this 
country, by its laws, having accepted the alle- 


j giance of an alien, the alien had a right to offer 


that allegiance. The very proviso to naturalize 
an alien, without inquiry as to the consent of his 
own country having been previously obtained, 
seems to be predicated on the principle for which 
he contended—that a man has the right to expa- 
triate himself without leave obtained: if he has 
not, all onr Jaws of this sort, by which we convert 
an alien into a citizen completely, must be ac- 
knowledged to be a violation of the rights of na- 
tions, Low far a man, after having been natural- 
ized at a period of life when his reason cnabled 
him to choose, and to enter into a solemn obliga- 
tion, and after he has expressly entered into it, 
has a right, withont the consent of the socicty, to 
quit that society, might be another question. Af- 
ter a citizen throws off his allegiance to this coun 
try, by leaving it and entering into a new obliga- 
tion to some other nation, though he may have a 
right so to do, he has no right to return to his al- 
legiance here without the consent of this socicty ; 
and it is not a question of right, but of policy, 
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how fur we will readmit him to citizenship. When 
he said that the right of dissolving allegiance must 
be admitted both to give exercise to aright and 
to give consistency to onr principles and practice, 
he did not mean that a citizen could throw off his 
allegiance in this country, but that he must com- 
plete the act of dissolution in some other country. 


Such a principle would belong to the theory of | 


the dissolniiun, rather than the formation of a 
civil society; hence appeared to him the strange 
solecism of that law of Virginia which provides 
for the throwing off allegiance within the com- 
munity. ‘fhe consequences of such a piinciple 
are not only destructive to the very form and 
body of civil society, but are unnatural. They 
prevent a civilized being belonging to no civil so- 
ciety on earth; for, in the intermediate state in 
which he stands, between the allegiance and coun- 
try he has just disowned, and the allegiance and 
country to which he may intend to pledge him- 
self, he is in the imaginary state of nature, which 
is, in reality, an unnatural state, for a being whose 
every faculty and quality constitutes bim a moral 
agent, surrounded by essential relations, and, of 
course, impel him to discharge duties of a social 
nature. 

He wished this Government, while it expressly 
adopted the night of naturalizing aliens, to do and 
to say nothing that involved a contradiction be- 
tween its principles and practice. If it accepts 
the allegiance of an alien, it presupposes that the 
alien has the right to tender his allegiance; and 
one clause of the bill expressly requires of the 
alien an abjuration of his former allegiance, which 
is certainly proper. In doing this, the bill admits, 
unequivocally, the right of subjects and citizens 
to expatriate. The British Government, by a 
want of conformity between their first, principle, 
as laid down in their law books, and the practice 
of Parliament, have shown us a singular mixture 
of old principles which the nation have outgrown. 
It is a maxim with them, that allegiance cannot 
be dissolved by any change of time or place, nor 
by the oath of a subject to any foreign Power; 
yet they naturalize by act of Parliament. ‘They 
accept what they declare by their theory of civil 
law cannot be rightfully offered: nay, for one 
century the throne of England has presented Mo 
narchs who were foreigners. William of Orange 
was a Prince, but he was a subject, too, of a fo- 
reign Power; and George the First Was a member 
of the Germanic body. There is little danger that 
citizens, who are worthy of being so, will throw 
off their allegiance from the United States. The 
amendment which prohibits their readmission to a 
participation of all the rights of citizeuship. will be 
a sufficient penalty, if any be necessary. ‘Though 
they may have a right to expatriate themselves, 
there cannot be inferred a right of returning; for 
every body politie must have the right of saying 
upon what terms they will accept any addition of 
aliens to their numbers: and the expatriated man, 
no longer belonging to this society, and being an 
alien, tie Government may choose whether he ever 
shall enjoy its privileges again. 

Mr. BALDWIN expressed the strongest disappro- 


bation at the idea of expatriating all those of our 
citizens who may have become subjects or citizens 
| of another country. Many of them had been made 
citizens without any solicitation of their own, and 
merely as a mark of esteem from the Government 
under which they lived. They had no design what- 
evar of renouncing their country. Yet the House, 
all at once, declares them incapable of returning to 
their former situation, 

The amendment was negatived. The Committee 
rose, the Chairman reported progress, and the House 
adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, December 31. 


Lemuit Besros, from South Carolina, appeared 
and took his seat in the House. 

The SPEAKER laid betore tte House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War covering sundry peti- 
tions; which was read, and ordered to he on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying state- 
ments received since the twenty-ninth day of 

March last, in the cases of claimants to be placed 
on the pension list of the United States, who 
have obtained certificates from the Judges of the 
Circuit Courts, signed as Commissioners, and from 
the Judge of the District of Maine; which were 
read, and ordered to be referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

I 


NATURALIZATION BILL 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mitte of the Whole House on the bill to amend the 
act, entitled “An act to establish an uniform rule 
of naturalization.” i 

Mr. W. Smitu made a motion for striking out 
the clause under consideration altogether, and leav- 
ing exactly as it now stands the law regarding citi- 
zens of America, who became citizens of other 
countries, This was rejected. 

After some further discussion, Mr. Gines pro- 
posed a new clause, which wasio substance, that all 
such aliens, who had borne any hereditary titles, or 
titles of nobility in other countries, should make a 
renunciation of such titles before they ean enjoy 
any right of citizenship. This renunciation is to be 
made in the Court where they lay claim to a right 

lof citizenship. Mr. G. said, if we did anything to 
| prevent an improper mixture of foreigners with the 

| Americans, this measure seemed to him one that 
might be useful. 

Mr, W. Sarre was entirely opposed to the mo- 
tion, An attempt of this hind had been made some 

| years ago in the Legislature of one of the States, 
but dropped again as having been scen to be im- 
proper. The mind of the public is completely 
guarded against the introduction of titles, and they 
will never be current here. You cannot hinder a 
man from calling another a Viscount. You cannot 
declare this a crime. 

Mr. S. doubted whether the House had, by the 
Constitution, any right of makiug such a law. 
They were directed not to grant any titles, but 
their authority did not extend to the taking away 
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of titles from persons who were not born in the | selves only by their plain names. Why might 
country. The Marquis de LAFAYETTE has been j there not be an interdiction against persons con- 
distinguished all over the Continent by the title of | nected with the Jacobin club? Why not forbid 
Marquis. Mr. S. hoped that he would one day be | the wearing of certain badges of distinetion used by 
again in America, and then he would very likely be | Jacobins? 
called Marquis again. By this law it would be! Mr. Mapison approved of the motion. He re- 
illegal. The member then went into a long detail | garded it as exactly to the business in hand, to 
on English nobility, and explained the difference be- | exclude all pcrsous from citizenship who would 
tween several kinds of titles. not renounce forever their connexion with titles 

Mr. Girres did not think his motion positively ne- of nobility. The propriety of the thing wonld 
cessary, but it might be useful. It seemed to be a | be illustrated by this reflection, that if any titled 
growing practice with some gentlemen in the House Orders had existed in America before the Revola- 
to treat the most serious subjects with ridicule. | tion, they would infallibly have been abolished by 
He, for his own part, considered this conduct as it. 
highly improper. Mr. Gives said, that the debate had turned upon 

Mr. DEXTER was as averse to titles as any man | these people called Jacobins. Both these and the 
jn the House, but he did not like to make laws | persons wilh titles were dangerous to the country, 
against them, An alien might as well be obliged | Some of the former part of the regulations in this 
to make a renunciation of his connexions with the proposed act had an eye to them. Ie would have 
Jacobin club. The one was fully as abhorrent to | more faith in an individual who came forward iv an 
the Constitution as the other. open Court and renounced his connexions with 

Mr. Pace highly recommended the motion of his nobility. He was willing to withdraw for the pre- 
colleague. He mentioned a particular occasion at | sent his motion. 
New York, where the word honorable had been ap- The Committee went through the bill and rose, 
plied in Congress to a particular body. Ue had | and the Chairman reported it with the amend- 
proposed to strike out this word honorable. He | ments. 
was ridiculed, but he stood to his point, and carried 
it by n great majority. If the Marquis LAFAYETTE 
was to return to America, he would behave with 
the frank manners which became a Republican. 
The case might be very different with a British 
Peer with his star and garter, and other baubles of 
that sort. If he were called My Lord Duke, or 
My Lord, or any other of these foolish names, it, 
might tickle the ears of some people, and make 
them like the custom. 

Mr. Gizes, in reply to Mr. Dexter, said, that if 
a thing be implied in the Constitution, whore is 
the harm ol expressing it? This is said to be 
implied in the Constitution, and therefore it is 
needless to express it. Now this was one of the 
very best argumeuts which could be thought of 
jn favor of the motion, At the time when the 
Constitution was made, nobody could foresee the 
strange turn which affairs have taken, or that 
there might be a danger from an inundation of 
titled fugitives. Indeed, if no better reasoning 
«ouid be adduced against his motion than that 
employed by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
he was not likely to think the worse of it. ‘That 
gentieman had objected to the adoption of the mo- 
tion beeause it agrees with the public mind. He 
says that the dispositions of the people will of 
themselves bo sufficient to exclude the’ use of 
titles. It was certainly no reason against making 
a law in Congress, that it would exactly meet the 
wishes of the people. The motion might be use- 
fal. Me. G. hoped that it would pass. Foreign- 
ers coming here with titles never will voluntarily 
renounce them. Mr. G. reminded the House that 
his proposal went only to the renunciation of titles, 
when the party eoncerned wanted to become a 
citizen. 

Mr. W. Smita said, that the fact was against 
the gentleman. Foreigners coming to this coun- 
iry had renounced their titles, and called them- 


THURSDAY, January 1, 1795. 


The Sreaxer laid before the House two letters, 
one from Ursan Forrest, one of the members for 
the Stale of Maryland, dated the twenty-fourth 
ultimo, stating the election of Benjamin Edwards, 
as a member of this House, in his stead, he hav- 
ing resigned to the Executive of the said State 
of Maryland; the other, from John Killy, Clerk 
of the Council of the suid State, dated the twenty- 
seventh ultimo, addressed to the said Benjamin 
Edwards, informing him that an attested certifi- 
cate of his election as a Representative for the 
said State, in the room of the said Uriah Forrest, 
had, by order of the Council of the said State, 
been transmitted to the Spzaxen of the [louse of 
Representatives; which letters were read, and 
ordered to be referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions, with instruction to withdraw, and report pre- 
sently thereon. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee of Elections, 
to whom were referred the letters from Uriah For- 
rest and John Kilty, Clerk of the Counci! of the 
State of Maryjand, made a report; which was read, 
aud ordered to lie on the table. 


GOVERNMENT SALARIES. 


Mr. Cuatporxe said, that he had long waited 
for some other gentleman to bring forward the 
very important proposition which at length de- 
volved upon his hands. He was not unapprised 
that it would draw down upon him the contempt, 
and perhaps the calumny too, of many. But the 
consolation of having honestly dune his duty, and 
what the interest of his country demanded, 
buoyed him above a sordid concern for the mali- 
cious reproaches of those whose private and per- 
sonal interests alone were affected by his proposi- 
tion, and from whom alone he might expect to be 
attacked. A thorough conviction of the proprie- 
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ty of it would be a sufficient salvo for even a dis- l ducted his motion on the strictest 
moderation. 


appointment, aud wouid enable him to meet, with 
composure and firmness, all the heavy artillery of 
oratory (hal might be levelled against him. This 
proposition was intended to redress the greatest 
and best founded complaints against the Govern- 
ment, viz.: exorbitant salaries to Congress, and 
the Lxceutive oftivers of Government. Le was 
more anxious about the success of this proposi- 
tion than about any sentiments which might be 
entertained respecting the motives that had 
brought it forward, for it was reduced almost to 
a system to suspect gentlemen of sinister views, 
who advance propositions respeeting pecuniary 
matters. Those who share the honors must be 
content to share the hardships of war. With 
these impressions, he begged leave to lay the fol- 
lowing motion on the table. He had intended 
that it should be more comprehensive, but his 
hands were tied by the Constitution. 

“ Resolved, That a committee ought to be appointed 
to bring in a bill, or bills, to amend the act entitled an 
act for establishing the salaries of the Executive officers 
of Government, and their assistants and clerks; and 
an act for allowing compensation to the members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States, and to the officers of both Houses, and to re- 
duce all such salaries, as, in the opinion of the said 
committee, will bear reducing.” 


The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 


NATURALIZATION BILL, 


° The House proceeded to consider the amend 
ments reported yesterday from the Committee of 
the Whole louse, to the bill to amend the act, 
entitled “ An act to establish an uniform rule of 
naturalization.” 

Several gentlemen spoke on this subject. As 
to the granting of privileges to aliens, Mr. MADI- 
SON remarked, that there was no class of emi- 
grants from whom so much was to be appre- 
hended as those who should obtain property in 
shipping. Much greater mischief was to be 
feared from them than from any influence in 
votes at an election. If he were disposed to 
muke any distinction of one class of emigrants 
more than another, as to the length of time before 
they should be admitted citizens, it would be as 
to the mercantile people—as these persons may, 
by possessing themselves of American shipping 
and seamen, be enabled clandestinely to favor such 
particular nations in the way of trade as they may 
think proper. 

The Louse went through the report of the Com- 
mittee, and agreed to the amendments. 

Mr. GILES then rose to make his promised mo- 
tion as to the exclusion of any foreign emigrant 
from citizenship who had borne a title of nobility 
in Europe till he had formally renounced it. He 
proceeded to observe that, agreeably to the spirit 
of the Constitution, we ought to have the strong- 
est possible evidence that people of this descrip- 
tion have renounced all pretence to a right of this 
nature, before we admit them into the bosom of 
socicty. Moderation had been recommended. 

He requested gentlemen to observe that he con- 


principles of 
Ife had, in a former part of this bill, 
voted for some clauses which were intended to 
j guard the Government against any disturbance 
‘trom the people called Jacobins, when their prin- 
ciples should run to a dangerous and seditious 
extreme. The same spirit of candor and moder- 
ation which had induced him to vote for a pre- 
caution against the attempts of the one party, now 
| led him to propose u precaution against the pre- 
judices of the aristoerats, which were, upon the 
whole, more hostile to the spirit of the American 
Constitution than those of their antagonists. He 
also requested gentlemen to observe that his pres- 
ent motion went not to the invasion of any posi- 
tive right. It lelt the individual exactly where it 
found him, unless he aspired to be an American 
citizen. Otherwise, he might retain his titles un- 
disturbed as long as he pleased. But if he wanted 
any promotion of a civil nature in this country, 
jhe must rise to it by conforming exactly to the 
Be laid down by the Constitution itself. That 


code had declared no titled character admissible 
to any civil rank. [t was not to be supposed that 
people barn and nurtured in the lap of aristocracy 
would heartily renounce their titles, and become 
all at once sincere Republicans. Lt was therefore 
highly improper that such people should be ad- 
mitted. If we are allowed to anticipate proba- 
bilities, it seems highly probable that we shall 
soon have a great number of this kind of persons 
here. <A revolution is now going onward, to 
which there is nothing similar in history. A 
large portion of Europe has already declared 
against titles, and where the innovations are to 
stop, no man can presume to guess, There is at 
present no law in the United States by which a 
foreigner can be hindered from voting at elec- 
tious, or even from coming iuto this Tlouse; and 
if a great number of these fugitive nobility come 
over, they may soon acquire considerable 1n- 
fluence. The tone of thiuking may insensibly 
change in the course of a few years, and no per- 
son can say how far such a matter may spread. 
After these, and other prefatory remarks, Mr. G. 
read a resolution, which was in effect as follows: 

“And in case any alien applying for admission to 
citizenship of the United States, shall have borne any 
title or order of nobility in any KingJom or State 
from whence he may come, he must renounce all pre- 
tensions to his utle before the Court in which such ap- 
ptication shall be made; and this renunciation must 
be registered in said Court.” 

Mr. G. observed that previous to the late Revo- 
lution the French nobility werc, by the lowest 
calculation, rated at twenty thousand ; aud as we 
may conclude on France being successful, a great 
proportion of these people may be finally ex- 
pected here. . 

| Mr. DEXTER declared that he was not very 
anxious against the resolution. He, however, op- 
posed it. [fe imagined that, by the same mode 
of reasoning, we might hinder his Holiness the 
Pope from coming into this country. He entered 
at some length into the ridicule of certain teners 
in the Roman Catholie religion, and said that 
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priesteraft had done more mischief than aris- 
tocracy. 

Mr. Maptson said that the question was not 
perhaps so important as some gentlemen sup- 
posed; nor of so little consequence as others 
seem to think it. 


of Europe. It is hard to guess what numbers of 
titled characters may, by such an event, be thrown 
out of that part of the world. What can be 
more reasonable than that when crowds of them 
come here, they should be forced to renounce 
everything contrary to the spirit of the Constitu- 
tion. Ile did not approve the ridicule attempted 
to be thrown out on the Roman Catholics. In 
their religion there was nothing inconsistent with 
the purest Republicanism. Iu Switzerland about 
one-half of the Cantons were of the Roman 
Catholic persuasion. Some of the most Demo- 
eratical Cantons were so; Cantons where every 
man gave his vote for a Representative. Ameri- 
cans had no right to ridicule Catholics. They 
had, many of them, proved good citizens during 
the Revolution. As to hereditary titles, they 
were proscribed by the Constitution. He would 
aot wish to have a citizen who refused such an 
oath. 

Mr. Pacr was for the motion of his colleague. 
It did not become that House to be afraid of in- 
troducing Democratical principles. Titles only 
give a particular class of men a right to be inso- 
lent, and another class a pretence to be mean and 
cringing. ‘The principle will come in by degrees, 
and produce mischievous effects here as well as 
elsewhere. If such men do come here, nothing 
can be more grateful to a Republican than to see 
them renounce their titles. ‘This does not amount 
to any demand of making them renounce their 
principles. If they do not aspire to be citizens, 
they may assume as many titles as they think fit. 
Equality is the basis of good order and socicty, 
whereas titles turn everything wrong. Mr. P. 
said that a scavenger was as necessary to the 
health of a city, as any one of its magistrates. 
It was proper, therefore, not to lose siglt of equal- 
ity, and to prevent, as far as possible, any oppor- 
tunities of being insolent. Ile did not want to 
see a Duke come here, and contest an election for 
Congress with a citizen. 

Mr. S—DGWicK was really at a loss to see what 
end this motion could answer. He agreed with 
the arguments of Mr. Gi.rs. But the point in 
view was explicitly provided for already. By 
taking an oath of citizenship, the individual not 
only renounces, but solemnly abjures nobility. 
The title is destroyed when the allegiance is 
broken by his oath being taken to this Govern- 
ment. This abjuration has destroyed all counex- 
ion with the old Government. Why then pro- 
vide for it a second time ? 

Mr. Giles said, that by admitting a thing to 
have been once done, it was admitted that it 
might be done again. If it had been right to do 
it once, there could be no harm in repeating it. 
The member then quoted Mr. Dexter, who rose 
and declared that the gentleman had misunder- 


v 


It is very probable that the ı 
spirit of Republicanism will pervade a great part | 


stood him. He spoke for some time, and when 
he sat down— A 

Mr. GILES declared himself incapable of com- 
prehending whether Mr. DEXTER was for his mo- 
tion or against it. He therefore proceeded to re- 
ply to Mr. SenGwick, whose chict argument, had 
been that the thing was provided for already. 
He did not suppose that this gentleman would 
allege the matter to be explicitly provided for. 
It only could be so by implication ; which was a 
very bad way of making a law, because it gave 
room for endless disputes. If the thing is in it- 
self right, why refuse to vote directly for it? 
Why leave it only to be implied? He wished to 
let foreigners know expressly the ground upon 
which they stood. Why not tell them at once, 
and in plain English, you must renounce your 
titles before you can have the privileges of an 
American citizen? Mr. G. pressed home this idea 
more than once. He meant no act of inhospi- 
tality to these emigrants. He would deprive them 
of no right, nor do anything unkind to them. 
But he was entitled by the spirit of the Constitu- 
tion to withhold this right from them till they 
renounced all hereditary titles. This was no in- 
civility. He concluded, by declaring that he 
would, if supported, call for the yeas and nays on 
this question. A number of members rose to 
support this proposal. 

Mr. Nicuotas had no objection to the motion, 
but that it did not go far enough. The emigrants 
ought to be obliged to swear not only that they 
abjured all titles hitherto received, but that they 
would never accept of any in future. He be- 
lieved that this would hurt their feelings, and, 
sympathizing with them, he would not urge a 
proposal that might add to their distress, but 
should vote for the motion as it stood. 

Mr. LE was very sorry that the present subject 
had been so long agitated—he never viewed it as 
important—but a degree of importance had been 
now given to it by the calling of the yeas and 
nays. 

Under these circumstanees, it appeared to him 
very well calculated to impress on the public 
mind, that there was a real danger of the estab- 
lishment of nobility or aristocratic orders in this 
country; and that those who voted against this 
motion were frieudly to such a change in our pu- 
litical system: and that those who voled for it 
were the only true patriots. He trusted so much 
to the liberality of the mover as to rely that he 
neither meant unnecessarily to alarm the public 
mind, nor intended to inflict a stigma on those gen- 
tlemen who, entertaining an opinion of the frivolity 
and inefficacy of the motion, should vote against 
it. Mr. Leg would therefore impute the motion 
to the most laudable zeal to guard the public lib- 
erty. And on this ground it wculd be necessary 
to inquire what was the danger which existed 
that this provision was intended to protect us 
from. The gentleman must have felt great 
alarm, or he would not have introduced it. Mr. 
L. said, when he looked through the Constitution 
and Laws of the United States, and particularly 
when he“considered the Constitutions and laws of 
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the respective States, that he could not see the 
shadow of a foundation to build an alarm upon. 
As to mere empty names, as to sounds, we must 
be very corrupt, we must be very ignorant, if we 
could be alarmed by them. And in this free coun- 
try every man hada right to call himself by what 
name or title he pleased: and if the mover thought 
proper to change his name for any other name, 
sound, or title, it would neither add to, nor dimin- 
tsh his real worth and importance; it would not 
give qualities to his heart which he had not be- 
fore, nor detract from those he had. What were 
the mischiefs experienced in Europe from privi- 
leged orders? they did not flow from the names 
by which those orders were distinguished; they 
arose from the exclusive preference and privi- 
leges which those orders possessed in political 
rights, and in property. Without these their 
tilles would have been mere empty gewgaws, 
ridiculous in the extreme, and unworthy of the 
acceptance of any man of common sense. ‘Titles 
then did not produce the mischiets; but the privi- 
leges annexed to titles. Mr, L. had said, in this 
country every man had aright to call himself by 
what name or title he pleased; but here no mis- 
chief could result from it, because neither politi- 
eal rank nor property could be attached to titles. 
Every citizen was equal to his fellow-cilizen in 
political rights; and the Jaws of the respective 
States had wisely provided that property could 
not be accumulated in such a degree in the hands 
of individuals as to give them an improper in- 
fluence in society. By the equal distribution 
of estates individuals are prevented from being so 
rich as to trample upon the necks of their equals. 
Great accumulations of property are more likely 
in fuct tu introduce the effects of aristocracy than 
the ridiculous names by which individuals may 
be distinguished. It was a slander upon the fun- 
damental laws and political institutions of our 
country, to suppose that a few aliens, because 
they had possessed titles in foreign countries after 
having renounced their allegiance to those coun- 
tries, even if they were disposed to do it, could 
as it were by magic, overturn the established 
habits of our people, and the liberty of the Go- 
vernment into which they had incorporated them- 
selves. The body of our citizens were too en- 
lightened, too virtuous, for Mr. L. to apprehend 
any danger from so trivial a cause. If worthy 
citizens were so corruptible, and so easily cor- 
rupted, we must relinquish the idea of ever being 
fit to maintain a free and Republican Government. 
Bat our citizens can distinguish between sound 
and reality. When we passed the excise law, it 
was said that the name was odious; but the Legis- 
lature, having a proper confidence in the under- 
standing of the community, did not hesitate to 
pass it; because it was a just and necessary one. 
If nobility should ever unfortunately be intro- 
duced into this country (to which at present every 
circumstance is hostile, and whieh Mr. L. believed 
impossible, as long as we adhere to our present 
fundamental laws and virtuous habits) it would 


be from internal corruption, and not because a | could not intend. 


native countries, may beeome citizens of this. 
They in fact can have no privilege anong us in 
consequence of any foreign title; but must exist in 
perfect equality in all social rights with the rest of 
our citizens, 

But his colleagne objected to the qualities of 
their hearts. To find out the heart of any man, 
would be a difficult task. We are liable to be de- 
ceived by every description of men. The profes- 
sions of over-zealous patriots do not always secure 
us from their treason, or we should not so fre- 
quently in history read of Catilines and Cæsars, 
or lately have witnessed the tyranny of Robe- 
spierre. All these men were once flaming patriots. 
And if zealous patriots can turn traitors and ty- 
rants, was it not as possible for the member of a 
foreign privileged order to become a good citizen ? 
The troth is, professions and abjurations are no 
certain proofs of the virtne and apprehended pa- 
triotism of any man. We are secure from the 
danger, beeause every citizen here is equal. No 
privileged orders exist amongst us, nor can exiat, 
unless the people shill choose to change their pre- 
sent Constitution aud Laws, which is not to be 
expected. Mr. L. said, if he understood his col- 
league, his strongest reason why a foreign noble- 
man could not beeome a good citizen, was tho 
education he had reecived; the superiority which 
he had been aceustomed to exercise uver his fel- 
low men, and the servile court he had been accus- 
tomed to receive from them. It was, then, the 
corrupting relation of lord and vassal, which ren- 
dered him an unfit member of an equal Republican 
Government. Mr. L. feared that this reasoning 
applied to the existing relation of master and 
slave in the Southern country, (rather a more de- 
grading one than even that of lord and vassal) would 
go to prove thal the people of that country were 
not qualified to be members of our free Republican 
Gosernment. But he knew that this was not the 
case, Though in that House the members froin 
the State of Virginia held persona in bondage, he 
was sure that their hearts glowed with a zeal as 
warm for the equal rights and happiness of men, as 
gentlemen from other parts of the Union where 
such degrading distinctions did not exist. He re- 
joiced, that, notwithstanding the unfavorable cir- 
cumstances of his country in this respect, the virtue 
of his fellow-citizens shone forth equal to that of 
any other part of the nation. 

Mr. L. was afraid that the force of his col- 
league’s reasoning might be extended to throw an 
improper imputation on the virtue of his country- 
men, which he was sure could not be intended. 
But, Mr. L. did not think that the citizens in the 
South had any right to assume a superiority in 
political virtue, over their fellow-citizens to the 
East. He claimed to be equal, not to be behind 
them was sufficient glory. Mr. L. did not know 
but the proposition, if it had any effect, which he 
very much doubted, might collaterally affect the 
rights to property, which, in the course of tine, 
might devolve to aliens in the countries from 
which they came, which, he believed, his colleague 
In fine, Mr. L. said, until the yeas 


few foreigners, who once possessed titles in their ' and nays were called he had received the proposition 
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as perfectly unimportant and frivolous. The call- 
ing of the yeas and nays had in his mind given it 
some importance. He believed that it was calcu- 
Jated, but he irusted that it was not inteuded, to 
spread an alarm—a false alarm—that Arislocracy 
was coming to swallow us up; and to hold up cer- 
tain gentlemen who had opposed it us friends to 
such a system. Under such impressions, though 
he was personally very indifferent whether it was 
agreed to or nol, he felt it his duty to vote against 
it; not being willing to countenance any measnre 
by which groundless and unjust alarms, jealousy 
and suspicions, might be excited, and viewing it nu- 
gatory in the extreme. 

Mr. Scorr was sorry that so much time had 
been spent on the motion. We are not by the 
Constitution authorized to make titles: and he 
apprehended that if it was unlawful to manufacture 
a commodity at home, it was unlawful to import it 
trom abroad, On this account he was for the 
resoluvion, If once we allow the thing to be 
manufactured ab all, he had no doubt but titles 
would be as prevalent here as in Britain, He 
should think it very odd to see a man sitting op- 
posile to him in that House, with a star and garter 
on his breast, The emigrant was as weleome to 
wear them as to wear his hat. Only let him wear 
them out of doors, 

Mr. Tracy thought that more time had been 
spent upon the subject than it was worth. Ie 
mentioned the proceedings of the French Con- 
vention, who, sometime before they cut off the 
head of the Duke of Orleans. debated four days 
upon what name they should give him, and at 
last called him Ægalité. Ile feared that calling 
for the yeas and nays thus exrly would look like 
party, as if intended to cust an odium on gentlemen 
who should vote against the motion. 

Mr. Dexter would vote for the resolution, if 
the géntleman would agree to an amendment: 
which was, that be renounced all possession of 
slaves. 

Mr. THATCHER moved as a second amendment, 
“and that ho never will possess them.” 

The words of Mr. Dexrer’s amendment were 
nearly these: © And also, in case sny such alien 
shall hold any person in slavery, he shall renounce 
it, and declare that he holds all men free and 
equal.” 

Mr. Gites said, that ho shonld begin to think 
his motion of very peculiar importance, if such 
extraordinary resources were adopted to disap- 
point it. He was sorry to sev slavery made a 
Jest of in that House. He understood this to be 
intended as a hint against members from the 
Southern States. It had no proper connexion 
with the subjeet before the Mouse. Ie had 
therefore no seraple in voting against it. Tt was 
caleuluted to injuro the property of ventlemen, 
As to slavery, he lamented and detested it; bul, 
from the existing state of the country, it was im- 
possible at present to help it. He himself owned 
slaves. He regretted that he did so, and if any 
member could point out a way in which he could 
be propeily freed from that situation, he should 
rejoice in it, The thing was reducing as fast as 


could prudently be done. He believed that slavery 
was infinitely more deprecated in countries, where 
il actually existed, and consequently where ils evils 
were known, than in other countries where it was 
only an object of conversation. Gentlemen had 
objected to calling for the yeas and nays. Have 
not the public aright to know the sentiments of 
the House on every question? Was it any unu- 
sual thing to call for the yeas and nays? Or was 
there any use for it but that the sentiments of every 
member might be known ? 

Mr. Mapisox mentioned regulations adopted in 
Virginia for gradually reducing the number of 
slaves. None were allowed to be imported into 
the State. ‘he operation of reducing the number 
of slaves was going on as qnickly as possible. ‘The 
mention of such a thing in the House had in the 
mean time a very bad effect on that species of 
property, otherwise he did not know but what he 
should have voted for the amendment of Mr. DEX- 
TER. It had a dangerous tendency on the minds 
of these unfortunate people. 

Mr. Nicvotas said, that Mr, Dexter had more 
than on one occasion hinted his opinion that pos- 
sessors of slaves were unfit to hold any Legislative 
trust in a Republican Government. He was so- 
licitous that before Mr, D. spoke on a subject, he 
would make himself in some degree aequiinted 
with it, He ought to acquire some information as 
to the state of the country, otherwise his opinion 
would fall into contempt with those who knew it. 
Mr, N. said, that gentlemen who possessed a thon 
sand slaves in Virginia had no more influence on 
their neighbor who had not ove than that neighbor 
had on them. 

Mr. Dexrer complained of the attempt to take 
the yeas and nays, as a design to hold up certain 
people to public odium. He would withdraw his 
amendment if the gentleman would withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. Hears was unwilling to impute any un- 
eandid motives to gentlemen, but he thought this 
introduction of slavery as at best highly im- 
propor. Ie read a clause of the Constitution 
prohibitory of proposing an abolition for many 
years to come. He then asked how gentlemen, 
in the face of an express article of the Constitu- 
tion, could propose an amendment like that of 
Mr. DEXTER. 

Mr. Seocwick rose in some warmth. He said 
that there was no design in calling for the yeas 
and nays but to fix a stigma upon gentlemen in 
that House as friends to a nobility, when they 
were no such thing, and to raise a popular odium 
against them. To propose an abolition of slavery 
iu this country would be the height of madness. 
Here the slaves are, and here they must remain. 

A question of adjournment was now carried by 
43 against 29. So the motion of Mr. Gites stands 
over till to-morrow, 


Fray, January 2. ; 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a. Letter 
from the Governor of the State of Maryland, en- 
closing a return of the election of Benjamin 
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Tlouse for the said State, in the roor of Uriah said amendment to the amendment, 

¥orrest, who has resigned his seat; as, also, a Let- Mr. Bourne said he was against both amend- 
ter from the said Uriah Forrest to the said Governor | ments. He saw no use either for the one or the 
of Maryland, dated the eighth day of November other. He recapitulated the numerous checks 
last, stating his resignation; which were read, and 
ordered to be referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions, - 

Mr. Davros, from the committee of Elec- 


which the Constitution had framed against nobility 
getting into it. He, therefore, with all these checks, 
could see no danger from it. So much for the cx 
pediency of the proposal. He next considered it 
tions, to whom was recommittted their report of in a different point of view. A foreigner comes, 
yesterday on the letters from Uriah Forrest and perhaps with a title, which he has derived from a 
John Kilty, Clerk of the Council of the State of long train of ancestors, and, with a very pardonable 
Maryland, and to whom was, this day, referred infirmity, he is fond, he is perhaps proud, of this 
the Letter from the Governor of Maryland, with | badge of nobility, Is it polite, is it generous, to 
its enclosures, made a report; which was read as force him to renounce it? If it is an hereditary 
follows: title, he can renounce only for himself. His children 
still inherit the right. Mr. B. wished buth amend- 
ments withdrawn. 

Mr. Rururrrorp said, the people of America 
had an exceeding aversion to the bubble of nobil- 
ity. He had so much confidence in the wisdom, 
good sense, and public spirit of the gentlemen in 
this Llouse, that he was sure the amendinent would 
be carried by a very great majority. He was 
equally certain that the amendnient of the other 
gentleinan [Mr. Dexter] would be rejected, It 
went to wound the feelings and alienate the affec- 
tions of six or eight States in the Union. He was 
against the yeas and nays. He wished for a silent 
vote, 

Mr. McDowrtt.—When the gentleman from 
Massachusetts first brought forward the inotion on 
the table, Mr. McD. could not think he was sin- 
cere, from the idea which he had formed of the 
candor and good sense of that gentleman. But, 
much to his surprise, Mr. D. persisted in support- 
ing the propriety of his motion, which is not only 
an indirect attack on the State Governments, but 
even on the Constitution of the United States, and 
on the members of this House who represent the 
Southern States. This amendment not only tends 
to irritate the minds of members, but of thousands 
of the good citizens in the Sonthern States, as it 
affects the property which they have acquired by 
their industry. Thus it cools their affections to- 
wards the Government, as they will find that one 
part of the Government is about to operate on 
their property in an indirect way. The gentleman 
dare not come directly forward, and tell the House, 
that men who possess slaves are unfit for holding 
an office under a Republican Government. Mr. 
McD. recalled to the inind of the House the con- 
duct of the people that compose the Southern 
States, during the late war, and their struggle for 
American Independence, He then bade the House 
review the behaviour of their Representatives, 
under the present Government, and say whether 
they do not partuke more of the Republican spirit 
than the members from the Eastern States. ‘The 
latter, also, no doubt had members who did honor 
to the States which they represented, and to the 
United States. le thought the amendment of 
Mr. Dexrer partook more of monarchical or de- 
spolic principles than any thing which he had 
scen for some time. What right had the [louse 
to say to a particular class of people, you shall not 


Edwards, to serve as one of the members of d On the question that the Ilouse do agree to the 
I 
| 


“Thal it appears, from a certificate signed by the 
Governor of the State of Maryland, iu Council, and 
under the seal of the said State, that Benjamin Ed- 
wards was duly elected to serve in the Louse of Re- 
presentatives of the United States, in the place of 
Uiiah Forrest, who had resigned his sent. 

“That the resignation of Uriah Forrest satisfacto- 
rily appears from his Letter of the twenty fourth of 
December, directed to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 

“ Resolved, That, in the opinion of the committee, 
Benjanun Edwards is entitled to take a seat in the 
House, as one of the Representatives for the State of 
Maryland, in the room of Uriah Forrest.” 


The said resolution was again read, and, on the 
ques:ion put thereupon, agrecd to by the Louse. 

Mr. Epwarps then appeared, and the oath to sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States being ad- 
ministered to him by Mr. Speaker, he took his 
seat in the House as one of the Kepresentatives 
for the State of Maryland, in the room of Unah 
Forrest, 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The JIouse resumed the consideration of the 
amendments reported on Wednesday last from the 
Comnnittee of the Whole House to the bill to amend 
the act entitled “An act to establish an uniform 
rule of naturalization.” Whereupon, 

The amendment moved yesterday to the said bill 
being under consideration, in the words following, 
to wit: 


“ And in case any such alien applying for admission 
to become 2 citizen of the United States, shall have 
borne any hereditary title, or been of any of the orders 
of nobility in the Kingdom or State from which he 
came, in addition to the requisites of this, and the be- 
fore recited act, he shall make an express renunciation 
of his title, or order of nobility, in the Court to which 
his application shall be made, before he shall be enti- 
tled to such admission; which renunciation shall be 
recorded in the said Court.” 

A motion was made and seconded to amend the 
said amendment, by adding to the end thereof the 
words following to wit: 


« And, also, in case such alien shall, at the lime of 
his application, hold any person in slavery, he shall in 
the same manner renounce all right and claim to hold 
such person in slavery.” 


1043 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


1044 


H. oF R.] 


Naturalization Bill. 


[Jaxvany, 1795. 


have that kind of property which other people ! 
have? This was the language of the motion, and 

he considered it as highly unjust. Mr. McD. | 
wished the gentleinan to consider what might be ! 
the consequence of his motion, at this time, when | 
the West Indies are transformed into an immense | 
scene of slaughter. When thousands of people 

had beep massacred, and thousands had fled for | 
refuge to this country, when the proprietors of 
slaves in this country could only keep them in 

peace with the utmost difficulty, was this a time 

for such inflammatory motions? He was amazed 

that a gentleman of whom he had so high an opin- 

ion, could, for a moment, embrace an idea, which į 
was, in all points of vicw, so extremely improper ' 
and dangerous. 

Mr. Dexter chiefly excused his motion be- j 
cause the other gentlemen had been for taking | 
the yeas and nays. ‘The tenor of his argument | 
seemed to be this: You want to hold us up to the , 
public as aristocrats. I, as a retaliation, will hold i 
you up to tho same public as dealers in slaves. | 
Mr. D., however, did not wish to irritate. He 
for that reason, withdrew his motion, under 
tho hope that the ycas and nays would not be 
taken, 

Mr. Gines said, that no person could be more | 
anxious than himself to conciliate. But he could ` 
not submit to purchase conciliation by sacrificing 
his opinion, or betraying his duty. Ile should, on | 
that account, stand by his amendment, It had’ 
been said that he ealled for the yeas and nays for, 
the purpase of holding up to popular detestation 
a certain party in that House, Such an idea had 
never entered into his mind. He then commenced f 
a vindication of the propriety of his amendinent | 
against the observations of Mr. Bourne, who had, 
awong other things, alleged that it had no proper 
relation to the spirit of the Naturalization Bill, 
After defending it, on this quarter, Mr. Q. pro- 
ceeded to answer something that had been alleged 
yesterday against his amendment. This was that | 
it had been calculated to hold up an idea to the 
world, that there was a party in that louse in ' 
favor of Aristocrucy. If there is no such party, ! 
4 general vote for the amendment will prove that 
this report is without foundation. In reality, there 
is no connexion between the amendment and any 
such scheme. The idea must have been in the 
head of the member himself. 1t is not the amend- 
ment, but the use which the gentleman makes of 
it, (hut can have any tendency that way. Mr. G. 
never could have thought of such a way of hold- 
ing up a party, As to the amendment of Mr. 
Dexrer, he, Mr. G., held property sacred, and never 
could have consented to prohibit the emigrant no- 
bility from having slaves any more than other peo- 
ple. But as for titles of nobility, they were quite 
a different thing. They were but a name, and peo- 
ple were not obliged even to give them up, unless | 
they wanted to beeome American citizens. As the | 
call of yeas and nays had given such uncommon 
uneasiness, he, for his own part, should give it up. 
Tic was careless how the vote was taken. The 
other gentlemen who supported his call might act 
for themselves. 


Mr. Lee said, he hoped that to-day the ques- 
tion would have been taken without further debate; 
he had no disposition to say any thing more on it; 
and should have remained silent if his colleague 
(Mr. Gies] had not made sume strictures on the 
observations which fell from him on the preceding 
day. 

Mr. L. repeated, that he had not viewed the 
motion of any importance till the yeas and nays 
were called—that in itself it could do no good. 
Ile maintained, however, that, under its present 
aspecl, it was well calculated to alarm the pub. 
lic mind about a danger that did not, and could 
not, exist, under the circumstances of our coun- 
(ry; and that particularly to-day, it had more the 


| appearance of an engine to exalt the patriotism of 


some gentlemen, and throw an unjust odium on 
others. ` Ile did not mean to say that this was the 
design of it. But it being nugatory in itself, and 
the danger against which it was said to guard us, 
being too ridiculous to excite a momentary ap- 
prehension in the minds of our enlighiened fel- 
low citizens, 1t wore too much such an appear- 
ance. Under this view, Mr. L. thought it looked 
too much liko that spirit of denunciation, which 
his colleague so greatly lamented on a late occa- 
sion—sclf-created societies—a spirit that was cal- 
culated to engender the violent and rancorous pas- 
sions of the human heart in this House, and scatter 
them through the community. A spirit which, if 
indulged, might arm in hostility and hatred to cach 
other, the two ends of this Continent, and pro- 
duc: consequences fatal to the peace and prosperity 
of both. 

Mr. 1, always thought the Eastern and South- 
ern States were well situated to unite on terms 
of the greatest reciprocal benclit. That, for the 
good of his own country, he valued such an union 
above all things. He knew, in particular, that it 
was highly important to the interest of the peo- 
ple whom he represented, to conciliate the cordial 
and affectionate esteem of their Kastern brethren. 
That this was not only important to his constitn- 
ents, but to the whole State, and all the Southern 
country; as on it must materially depend the pre- 
servation of our Union, whieh Mr. L. feared was 
more necessary to our safety and prosperity than 
to theirs. Mr. L. said, he never saw any reason 
to suspect the Eastern people of anti-Republican 
principles; that there was no just ground to ac 
cuse them of such principles in any manner, Mr, 
L, had always thought that the Southern country 
had no right to claim a superiority over their 
Eastern brethren in Republican virtue. Mr. L. 
always lamented that his country was not, in 
some points, so fortunately situated as the Fast- 
ern States; but still, he rejoiced to find just ideas 
of liberty, and a proper respect to the rizhls of 
men, animating all the citizens of it; and in pub- 
lie virtue they had a right to rank with their bre- 
thren to the North and East of them. Mr. L. 
thought that his colleague's strongest argument 
was the corrupting relation which existed in Eu- 
rope between noblemen and their dependants. 
Mr, L. feared that this argument might too read- 
ily be extended to the situation of his country, 
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and conclusions very disparaging to their Republi-! 
can virtue drawn from it, from which he had felt 
it his duty to vindicate them. 

Mr. L. believed that the people throughout 
America were all animated by an equal zeal for 
the liberty and happiness of their country. As a 
person, therefore, anxious to preserve our harmo- 
ny and union, he always felt pain at any question, 
which was, in any degree calenlated to excite 
suspicions of each other and produce enmity, 
when concord was so much the interest of all. This 
proposition had, to his mind, a very denunciating 
aspect; and, as such, he felt it his duty to dis- 
countenanec it, and every thing of the same sort, 
without presuming to ascertain or question the 
motives or designs of the mover. Mr. L. could not 
help viewing the motion as capable of guarding us 
from no one danger, but as well fitted to produce 
unnecessary alarm and irritation. 

Mr. L. was indifferent how the question was de- 
cided; but, being a friend to harmony and 
union, he could by no means countenance by 
his vote any thing that might be construed to de- 
nounce a most respectable and patriotic part of 
this Iouse. 

Mr. Hittuouse observed, that when the amend- 
ment was first introduced, he considered it as 
altogether harmless and unnecessary; but, be- 
ing friendly to what appeared to be the object of 
the mover, that is, keeping out privileged orders 
from among us, he was inclined to vote for it. 
Yet, upon more mature reflection, he was of opin- 
ion that if the provision contained in the amend- 
ment had any effect at all, it would be a directly 
contrary one from what was intended, and would 
indirectly estabhsh the principle that privileged or- 
ders might be introduced and exist among us, a 
principle which he wholly rejected and reprobated ; 
and, as he did not doubt that the views of the 
gentleman who moved the amendment were simi- 
lar to his own on that subject, he hoped that, 
upon further consideration, he [Mr. Girs] would 
withdraw it. It was his opinion that the ground 
upon which foreigners should be admitted to a 
share in the administration of our Government 
ought to be narrowed in every possible way, and 
if the gentleman would so modify the amend- 
ment as wholly to exclude that class of foreigners, 
or any other, from ever becoming citizens, so far 
as to elect or be elected to any office, he would 
most heartily join in giving his vote for it. Inj 
those nations where privileged orders are admit- 
ted, the benefits and advantages arising from it | 
have been considered as merely local, so that, if a 
nobleman removes from one nation to another he 
is not considered ag carrying with him the privi- 
leges of his order; as, for instance, if a nobleman 
from any other nation removes to England, where 
an hereditary nobility is established by law, and 
even becomes naturalized, he is not a peer of Eng- 
land; he is no more than a private subject, and 
can claim nothing on account of his former 
rank, The Convention who formed our Consti j 


creation of nobility; but, passing this amendment 
will, as far as the influence of a law and the opin- 
ion of Congress can go, be putting a different and 
wrong construction upon the Constitution, and 
will be admitting that ‘there may be some other 
mode of introducing a privileged order or a no- 
bility among us, than the one guarded against in 
the Constitution; for, if a law is passed requiring 
a person, before he shall be admitted to a certain 
privilege, to renounce some other privilege, it is 
clearly admitting that such person does or may 
possess such privilege, otherwise the law is futile, 
requiring a person to renounce what he does not, 
or cannot possess. 

If we pass the present amendment, the construc 
tion must be, that an alien, after residing in this 
country, abjuring his allegiance to his own, offer- 
ing to become a citizen of, and taking the oath of 
fidelity to, the United States, is in possession of the 
rights of a privileged order to which he may have 
belonged; and further, that their rights are he- 
reditary, unless he shall, agreeably to the amend- 
ment, come forward and renounce them. But 
what will be the consequence of his not renoun- 
cing? Most clearly that he retains and possesses 
them. A nobleman, then, may come to the United 
States, marry, purchase lands, and enjoy every other 
right of a citizen, except that of electing and being 
elected to office. Lis children, being natural born 
citizens, will enjoy, by inheritance, his title, and 
all the rights of nobility and a privileged order 
which he possessed, an idea which onght not, either 
explicitly or impliedly, to be admitted. 

As to the impression which may be made on 
the popular opinion, by voting on one side or the 
other of the present question, Mr. H. felt no anx- 
iety. He had too good an opinion of the under- 
standing and discernment of his constituents, and 
of the people of the United States, to suppose they 
would believe him a friend to privileged orders or 
a nobility, for voting against a proposition which, 
in his opinion, was at least altogether futile, if not 
of a tendency directly opposite to what is proposed. 
Was any gentleman to sacrifice his judgment 
to an apprehension of losing his popularity, he 
would most certainly not only merit but meet 
with their contempt. The people of the United 
States are not tickled with sounds; they regard 
the substance. 

Mr..J. Wavswortn rose next. He had been up 
four times before, but, other gentlemen always ris- 
ing along with him, he had sat down again. Mr. 
W. said, that a rage against nobility and privi- 
leged orders now pervades the whole world. He 
really did not sce the use of this amendinent. It 
put him in mind of an old law which, within his 
memory, had been in use. When a man had shot 
himself, his neighbors were not contented with 
the certainty of his being dead in this world, and 
damned in the next, but, besides all this, they 
drove a stake through his body. Mr. W. regarded 
nobility as in a similar situation with such a man, 
for nobility appeared to him in the certain road to 


tution undoubtedly viewed the subject in that; instant destruction; and this amendment of Mr. 
light, or they would have been cqually anxious to | Gites, he thought, was like driving in the stake. 
haye provided against the importation as of the! The latter practice had been laid aside, and he 
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thought that the amendment deserved the same 
fate. IIe reminded the House that the time had | 
been when America was very much indebted to! 
nobility, and very glad to see them fight her 
battles. We might now perhaps be taxed with 
ingratitude on that head, for some of those identi- 
cal French noblemen, who, during the late war, 
had rendered us essential service, were now in 
this country in a state of beggary, subsisting on 
the charity of their friends. Others of the same 
noblemen were in dungeons, and some again had 
got their heads chopped off He was warranted ' 
to say that many of these noblemen when here, j 
during the war, and long before a French revolu- | 
tion had been talked of, were, in their hearts, as ' 
good Republicans as any Americans whatever. 
We had seen, some time ago, a party spirit rising 
in the United States He had observed that the 
thing was dying away, but the present amend- ; 
ment wonld afford a new theme. The newspa- 
pers are extremely numicrous, and he doubted not | 
that the writers in them would embrace so nota 
ble an opportunity for exercising their talents. | 
As to the notion that there was a danger of no- 
bility being introduced into this country, the thing 
zas held in such detestation in America, that he 
had no more apprehension of its obtaining a foot- 
ing here than he had that there would arise a new 
race of men without heads, or with their 2 
1 
1 
i 


placed below their shoulders, or any other unna- 
tural production. In short he did not know a 
thing so impossible as the establishment of an 
American nobility. Knowing this, he regarded 
the amendinent as entirely useless. As to the 
cull for the yeas and nays having an impression 
on his vote, that was out of the question. He 
knew his constitucnts, and they knew him; and 
they were both too well acquainted with each 
other for a trifle of this nature to have any intlu- 
ence. To him the call was a matter of the utmost 
indifference, and he look this opportunity to de- 
clare frankly that he should vote against the 
amendment, whether the yeas and nays were called 
or not. 

Mr. Nrcnonas could not consent to abandon the 
proposition. It might be said that he did so 
in terror of the amendment of Mr. Dexter, which 
he thoroughly despised. 

Mr. Botprvor had not designed to speak on | 
this question, but there was one objection to the ; 
amendment, which occurred to him, and which 
had not been noticed by any gentleman. This was, E 
that it would be an act of injustice to mako a man 
do an act in this country which might affect his 

i vias R i 
own interest and that of his family in another. 
This case might very possibly happen. A person, | 
by renouncing nobility here, might be debarred | 
from claiming its privileges in another place, when 
it would, perhaps, be for his advantage. | 
Mr. Ames observed, that too much attention had | 


been given to the amendment as an abstract ques- 
tion. Nothing tended more to bewilder and con- 
fare a debate than such a departure from the sub- 
ject into abstractions and refinements ; for, although 
by this means we found that plain principles were 
rendered obscure, and reasonable ductrines carried 


to excess, yet we did not seem to reflect that 
nothing is more opposite to just principles than 
the extremes of those principles. For instance, 
it would not be safe or proper indi riminately 
to admit aliens to become citizens, yet a scrutiny 
inte their political orthudoxy might be carried ro 
a very absurd extreme. The merit of the amend- 
ment depends on its adaptedness to the end 
proposed by the bill, and what is that? To make 
arule of naturalization for the admission of aliens 
to become citizens, on such terms as may consist 
with our tranquility and safety. Now, said he, do 
we think of refusing this privilege to all heretics 
in respect to political doctrines? | Even that strict- 
ness would not hasten the millennium. For our 


own citizens trecly propagate a great variety of 


opinions hostile to each otner, and therefore, many 
of them deviate widely from the intended standard 
of right thinking; gool and bad, fools and wise 
men, the philosopher and the dupes of prejudice, 
we find could live very peaceably together, becanse 
there was a sufficient coincidence of common inter- 
est. If we depend on this strong tie, if we oblige 
foreigners to wail seven years till (hey have formed 
it, till their habits as well as interesis become ns- 
similated with our own, we may leave them to 
cherish or to renounce their imported prejudices 
and fullies as they may choose. The danger of 
their diffusing them among our own citizens, is to 
be prevented by public opinion, if we may leave 
error and prejudice to stand or fall before truth and 
freedom of inquiry. 

Can the advocates of the amendment even affect 
apprehensions that there is any intention to intro- 
duce a foreign nobility as a privileged order? Tf 
they can, such diseases of the brain were not bred 
by reasoning and cannot be cured by it. Still 
less should we give effect by law to chimerical 
whimsies. For whatis the tendency of this counter- 
feit alarm? Is it to rouse again the sleeping appa- 
rilions which have disturbed the hack country ? Is 
it to show that the mock dangers which they have 
pretended to dread are real? Or, is it to mark a 
line of separation between those who have the 
merit of maintaining the extremes of politica! opin- 
ions, and those whom this vote would denounce 
as slopping at what they deem a wise moderation ? 
If that is the case, it seems that the amendment is 
intended rather to pnblish a ereed than to settle a 
role of Naturalization. Yet it should be noticed 
that those who would go to extremes are less en- 
tilled to the praise of Republicanism than thosc 
who would not. 

But the consequence of giving an artificial and 
unmerited importance to the amendment, is, in 
the first place, to spread an useless and even per- 
nicious alarm, as well as to revive animosities, 
and, in the next place, by showing our depend- 
ence on a futile and ridiculous renunciation of 
nobility, to evince the want of any gool remedy 
for the evil. If it is an important aifair the amend- 
ment is far short of what the case requires. 
If it is, as we all believe, trilling anl worth- 
less, then let us sparo ourselves the shame of 
legisiating on these frivolities, these phantoms 
which the friends of the amendment have verv 
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siowly, and at last very faintly, pretended to have 
any substance, 

Mr. A. further observed, that the securities 
which we have already against the introduction 
of nability, are suffice ient to Secure us and onr sons, 
and the sons of our sons, down to the twen tieth 
veneration, against a nobility. Is the meaning of 
this amendment to give a new text for sedition ? 
Tt was below the dignity of the [louse to spend 
its time upon such trifles. The Convention of an- 
other nation had indelibly disgraced themselves 
hy legislating upon trifles, w hile 2 matters of impor- 
tance stood by. What "would be the sense of 
America upon our spending day after day in de 
Mating about such a frivolous thing? Ie was 
against the amendment of Mr. Gines. 

Mr. Samugn Sara was sorry for the turn 
which the debate lad taken; though at first it 
lore a trifling appearance, it had since called up 
all the warmth of the House. The gentlemen 
fiom the Eastern States, who knew the Republican | 
character of their constituents, and how independ- | 
ent every man there was, both in his temper and 
his circuslances, had slighted the amendment as 
unnecessary. Gentlemen from the Southern States, 
on the other hand, say that they have some reason 
to be apprehensive. Why, said Mr. S., will not the 
Eastern members indulge us in this trifle? It is 
owned by the one party, that ıt can have no bad 
tendency ; and the other imagine that it must have 
a good one. Then why not, for the sake of con- 
ciliation, grant it? 

Mr. Murray was sorry that the House had be- 
gun the new year with such a discussion, Ie 
had seen with much pleasure the appearances of 
conciliation and unanimity at the outset of the 
session. He should vote for the amendment, and 
he hoped that those members who were against it 
would come round and vote for it. They would 
thus put an end to this motion, so wasteful of time. 
Of nobility, however, the gentleman had no 
alarming apprehensions, There had been once in 
this House a baronet. [Ie was there for two years 
before it was known, and it was then discovered 
that a baronet was a thing perfectly harmless. 
AS for titles of nobility, he believed that all the 
wholesome and sensible part of the community 
looked upon the whole as stuf When Mr. M. 
contemplated this subject, it reminded him of ITol- 
hein’s Dance of Death.* He saw nothing in this 
country but the ghosts of nobility. Tn Europe, in- 
deed, it was a matter of importance. Tt establish- 
ed the etiquette of precedence among the ladies 
in leading down a country dance. The amend- 
ment was not worth much either one way or the 
other. But he wished it to be granted for the rea- 


sons assigned by his colleague from Maryland, who ' 


had spoke just before hin. 

Mr Mapisoy. When the amendment was first 
suggested, he had considered it as highly proper, and 
naturally connected with the subject. No man 
can say how far the Republican revolution that is 

¥ A celebrated painter who died in [554 Speaking of this 
great artist, [Henry the Eighth once said, * Out ol seven plough- 
men L can make seven Lords, but out ol seven Lords l cannot 
make even one Holbein.” 


| 


| now proceeding in Europe will go. If a revo- 
| lution was to take place in Britain, which for 
| his part he expected and believed would be the 
| case, the peerage of that country would be throng- 
ing to the United States. He should be ready to 
receive them with all that hospitality, tenderness, 
and respect, to which misfortune is entitled. Ie 
should sympathize with them, and be as ready to 
afford them whatever friendly offices lay in his 
power, as any man. But this was entirely dis- 
tinct from admitting them as citizens of America 
before they were constitutionally qualified to be- 
come so. In reply to the remurk of Mr. Boupr- 
| xort, that a renunciation of their titles might in- 


‘jure their familics, Mr. M. observed, that if a Bri- 
tish revolution took place, these fugitives would, as 
aliens, be incapacitated from holding real estates. 
In discussing this question, we had been remind- 
ed of the Marquis de Lafayette. Me had the 
i greatest respect for that character; but if he were 
to come to this country, this very gentleman 
| would be the first to recommend and acquiesce in 
| the amendment on the table, Le had urged the 
necessity of utterly abolishing nobility in france, 
even at a time when he thought it necessary for 
the safely of the Stale that the King should pos- 
sess a considerable portion of power; and Mr. M. 
believed, that if he were now al fr ecdom, he was 
as completely stripped of every thing relative to 
nobility, as it was possible that he could be. Te 
had been said, that it was needless to mile emi- 
grants renounce their rank, and that oaths were 
no security. Hie was ready to allow that oaths 
were, in any case, but a very poor security, but 
they had been adopted in other parts of the bill, 
and the same reason which recommended them 
on former occasions might recommend them 
now. 

Mr. W. Smiri was convinced that the amend- 
ment was wholly incompetent to the end which it 
professed to have in view, You may force a man 
to renounce his title, but what does that signify, 
when you cannot hinder his neighbors from call- 
ing both him, his wife, and family, by the title? 
Ue replied to the argument of Mr. 8. Surry, ag 
to the Nastern members giving up the point for 
the sake of conciliation with the Southern mem- 
bers. 

He did not understand that his own constitu- 
ents had any such panic about them, or that 
they would thank the astern members very ar- 
dently for such a concession. They were not 
afraid of aristocracy. You cannot abolish the 
practice; and even supposing a nobleman had 
made his renunciation, perhaps the very person 
who administered the oath, may, the next mo- 
ment, say, “My Gord, I wish you a good morning!” 
and you cannot punish the individual who says 
so. As to not allowing of titles to wives snd 
i daughters, this renunciation will not prevent their 
' being given. But in some parts of the country 
| we have titles already. Mr. S. had often heard 
lan old lady called “the Duchess.” le could see 
| no good consequence from the motion. Tuere 
was indeed one obvious effect. The ignorant part 
of the American citizens—who, he hoped were bug 
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few—would imagine that those who voted for 
amendment were against the introduction of 
bility into America, and that those against the 
amendment were for that introduction. This 
frivolous kind of legislation bad disgraced the 
proceedings of another nation. They had begun 
to change the names of their towns and harbors, 
such as Conde, Dunkirk, Toulon, Havre De Grace, 
and Lyons. One of these they had named Havre 
de Marat, and so on. But now they were coming 
back to their sober judgment, and were repealing 
these edicts. Lyons was restored to its old name. 
The pillar erected to announce its rebellion and 
annihilation had been taken down. The Conven- 
tion had formerly passed a law for demolishing 
houses inhabited by aristocrats, but now they be- 
gan to think it was better to let the houses stand. 
Would anybody say that French liberty was bet- 
ter secured by naming a harbor Havre de Marat? 
Had this done any good to the cause? 


no- 


of attachment to royalty. When Mr. Smita 
was lately at New Haven, in Connecticut, he 
had observed on the top of the State House the 
figure of a Crown, which had stood there undis- 
turbed since long before the beginning of the 
Revolution. IIe went into the State House, and 
found the people as good Republicans as could be, 
notwithstanding this Crown. Again, at Middle- 
town, in the same State, he went into a church, 
and on the top of the organ there was another 
Crown, which might also be interpreted as a proof 
of Monarchical principles. Reverting to the sub- 
ject of changing names, Mr. S. said, that the peo- 
ple in the State of New York had for a long time 
enjoyed as much liberty as the other States. At 
last, however, it was recollected that one of the 
streets of the city of Now York was called King's 
strect; but this was changed to Liberty street, 
which was, to be sure, a very momentous altera 
tion, If Congress descend to legislate in such little- 
nesses, they may forbid the title of Worshipful. 
They may abolish the order of Freemasons, which 
he thought that they had just as much right to do 
ag to make the foreign nobility renounce their 
titles before they should be accepted as American 
citizens. ‘The Congress may, among olher ob- 
jects of legislation, forbid any member to comme 
into that House with an aristocratical cloak—one 
with gold lace, for example. le asked more than 
once this question: What peculiar privileges has 
a foreign nobleman, coming into this country, 
which he possessed more than all other citizens? 
He considered the whole amendment as totally 


trifling. He was content that the yeas and nays 
should be taken. lis sentiments were known 
already. His name should stand among the 
noes, 


Mr. Gines said, that there had been an echo 
from one end to the other of the Iouse that his 
amendment was trifling. Was it consistent for 
the gentleman, who had been up for half an hour, 
to spend so much time upon a question, and then 
conclude by telling the House that it was nothing; 


the | that he had been talking for so long a time upon 


But if 
people who were so much afraid of the introduc- 
tion of nobility would look around them, they 
might already find in this country alarming marks 


ee es 


a subject that did not merit their attention? What 
kind of reasoning was this, or how did the gentle- 
man propose to reconcile it? Was it consistent 
with the warmth which had been discovered, to 
say that all this disenssion, all this length of time, 
had been consumed upon nothing? Bar this kind 
of language had something more serious in it, for 
this prohibition of nobility formed one of the pil- 
lars of the Constitution ; so that to eail a principle 
recognised and affirmed by the Cons.itution a 
trifle, or nothing, and so on, was a very unguarded 
proceed'‘ng. Another notable argument against 
agreeing to his amendinent had been, that the 
people already detested nobility so thoroughly that 
it was not worth while to pass this amendment, 
as their hatred of it would put an end to it with- 
out a law. It was enough that the two principal 
reasons against his amendment were, first, that it 
was authorized by the Constitution, and secondly, 
that it would be agreeable to the people. It is 
strange that the will of the people, who send us 
here, 1s to have no influence in this House, bul is 
to be turned into au argument against passing a 
law! Mr. G. would adhere to his amendment, 
because, as the law now stands, there is nothing 
to hinder a foreigner with a title to become an 
American citizen, and obtain a seat in this House, 
and hold both his office and his title. Mr. G. next 
answered a part of the argument of Mr. W. SMITH, 
that making people renounce their titles would 
only rivet their attachment to them, and make 
them, perhaps, think of these things, when other- 
wise they would have been forgotten. Mr. G. said, 
it was quite a new kind of argument, that to re- 
nounce a thing was the way to give it existence. 
If this rule were to hold, he believed that some 
members of the House would renounce things 
which they very much wanted. For example, he 
himself should possibly renounce a hundred thou- 
sand dollars, As to the call for ycas and nays, he 
had some time ago informed the House that he 
gave up this point. The thing could not alfect 
him, either one way or another, because his senti- 
ments were already known. 

Mr. Tracy regretted that so much time should 
be lost on trifing subjects. We had seen the Na- 
tional Convention of France diminish their dig- 
nity, by spending three or four days on the busi- 
ness of giving a name to the late Duke of Orleans, 
aud hardly had they finished, by giving hiin the 
nume of Egalité, before in substance he became so 
bad that they cut his head off. What good did 
his renunciation of litle do, excepting that it 
afforded him a short opportunity of decciving his 
fellow-citizens? Mr. ‘I. said he was fully con- 
vinced, and had been so from the beginning of the 
debate on the Naturalization Dill, that a length of 
time was the only valuable probation of an alien, 
and the only successful mode of discerning his 
principles, and the justice and pronricty of his 
claim to be naturalized. He thought the senti- 
ments of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gites] 
were highly commendable, when he said we ought 
to avoid extremes in politics, and adopt a sober 
medium of political reasoning, suited to the steady 
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and rational temper of Americans, equally re-) ment could do no good; it formed a test which 
moved, on the one hand, from tyranny, and on the | might make hypocrites, but not prosclytes ; it 
other from anarchy. And he would ask, whether | stripped an alien for a moment of a trifle, which 
a solemn abjuration of all foreign allegiance, with | in the next he might resume and wear forever. 
proofs of a good moval character, and attachment | Mr. Sepawick.—Has it not been said that there 
to the principles of our Government, would not | was a party in the United States, not only for 
secure us, as to the principles of the heart, as | Aristocracy, but even for Monarchy? Is not the 
thoroughly, without the farce of renouncing his | present a most favorable opportunity for holding 
title, as with it? He considered titles, in this | up these people to popular resentment? He was 
country, as very empty, unmeaning things; andj convinced that the gentlomin who moved this 
they would go into disuse of themselves, having | amendment had no desiza of doing any such thing, 
no solid support, either in the habits or constitu- | but that did not lessen the reality. He said that 
‘tion of this country. But, by the Constitution of | Mr. Gries had brought gentlemen into a dilemma, 
the United States, any citizen might receive and) which he did not, or would not, sce. They had 
enjoy a title froma foreign Prince or Savereignty, | at first opposed the motion, as trifling, and this 
anl Congress could not prevent it. The words | they hadaright to ds. ‘Tae member (Mr. Gines] 
of the Constitation are: then moved his call for the yeas and nays; and if 
“No title of nobility shall be granted by the United | gentlemen who had already spoken against tho 
Sates; and no person holding any office of profit or | amendment, were now to draw back, and vote for 
trust under them, shall, without the consent of Con | it, they would betray a disgraceful poverty of 
gress, accept any present, emolument, office, or title, of spirit. Their constitnents would say that their 
any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign | votes had been given za terrorem of the yeas and 
State.” nays. The motives for pushing this call could 
Mr. T. supposed it was clear that Congress had | be nothing clse but to stigmatize members of that 
no power respecting this matter, but what was | Tlousc, as wanting to introduce a nobility, whereas 
expressly delegated by the Constitution, and that | they opposed the amzndment on no such account, 
had given them a check only on officers of their] but merely because it was not worth their taking 
own appointment, leaving every other citizen, not! up. As to himself, he did not care, He coul 
an officer of Government, at liberty to retain a f| not wish to stand better with his constituents than 
foreign title if he pleased. And an alien might, | he actually did. He was well kuown to them. 
even if this amcudment should pass, renounce his | But, in other quarters of the Continent, it might 
title, become naturalized, and in an hour accept | be said that the Eastern States were represented 
of the same title, or another, from any fureign | by aristocrats. If this be a desirable object, said 
Prince, and Congress can make no laws to prevent | Mr. 8., in God's name, let gentlemen persist in 
it, If it be a fuult that our citizens can receive | calling for the yeas and nays. It will be said, 
aud enjoy titles, it is a Constitutional one; Con- |“ there go the Eastern aristucrats! They want to 
gress are not blameable for it, but they woulil be impart nobility here, when it can no longer exist 
blameable were they to arrogate powers not given | in Europe!” Mr. S. said, that at first, he gave but 
them, upon this or any other subject. Me. T. re- | little opposition to the amendment, thinking it fri- 
peated, that there could be no danger in this coun- | volous. He repeatedly declared, upon his honor, 
try from titles; they weve universally considered | that he firmly believed it to be go, and that he had 
as trifles, and it would be dignitying them tov | no other reason for opposing it. If he had been, 
much to legislate about them. [fe asked the gon- | upon this occasion, warmer than usual, he was 
tleman who brought forward this motion, whether | sorry fur it; but the mischievous and unconciliat- 
it was not, in a measure, a departure from his | ing consequences of this call for the yeas and nays, 
former declaration, of sober, rational temper, in j had hurt him exceedingly. 
politics, to insist so much upon its importance as] - Mr. Mipison dened the assertion of Mr. SEDG- 
he did? He was sorry the yeas and nays were in- | WICK, that the amendinent was trifling; and the 
sisted upon with so much spirit; it looked like | member himself seemed to betray, by his behaviour, 
party, in a very unimportant matter: he did not | 2 consciousness that he had not promoted concili- 
meau to accuse any man, or men, and mentioned | ation. An abolition of titles was essential to a 
it with dittidence, but it really struck his mind in | Republican revolution, and therefore such an abo- 
this way. Much had been said about adhering to ; lition had been highly proper in France. ‘The 
the Cunstitution strictly, on former occasions; ; sons of the Cincinnati could not have inherited 
but, from many things said now, it seemed as their honors, and yet the minds of the Americans 
though there was no safety for the people, unless ! were universally diszasted with the institution, 
the House of Represeutatives absorbed the whole | and in particular, in South Carolina; yet a mem- 
Governmental power. Mr, T. said, if that Mouse | ber from that State [Mr. W. Sarrx] has told the 
should become political cannibals, and attempt to | House that his constituents were uuder no fears 
devour both the other branches of the Legislature, | of aristocracy, and that they could hear titles 
he would oppose it, whether it was popular, or not, | without emotion. Even the Chief Magistrate of 
for he considered the Constitutional checks of the | South Carolina had told the Cincinnati that these 
branches of this Government, upon one another, | distinctions ought to be laid aside. 
as containing the most complete security for lib-| Mr. IlILLHOUSE thought it quite frivolous to 
erty, that any people could enjoy. If his construc- | spend time upon the motion. ‘That was all his 
tion was a just one, Mr. T. thought the amend- | objection. It had been said that, allowing the 
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amendment to be trifling, yet it was no harm to 
make an idle law, and that therefore it should be 
agreed to for the sake of conciliation. Supposing 
n man to make a will, bequeathing a hundred 
thousand guineas, when he was not worth a shil- 
ling, there would be one serious effect at least, for 
it would make the testator ridiculous. To legis- 
late for the sake of expressing a sentiment, was 
very silly, and what he never should agree to, If 
Mr. GILE3 would make an amendment incapaci- 
tating all foreigners whatever from holding, upon 
any account, a civil office in America, Mr. H. 
would agree with him, because he did not want to 
see any of them in such offices, and conceived that 
Americans could legislate for themselves much 
better without any such assistance. 

` Mr. Lyman said, that whenever a member of 
that House called for the yeas and nays, it was a 
rule with him to rise and second the motion, be- 
cause the people had, upon all occasions, a right to 
know their votes; -and even if only one member 
desires the yeas and nays to be taken, Mr. L. con- 
ceived that it ought to be done, as the thing was 
in itself so highly proper. Since he had the honor 
of a seat in that House, therefore, he had always 
seconded every call for yeas and nays, that the 
public might understand, as fully as possible, what 
they were about, and how their votes went. He 
said that it was extremely improper to ascribe 
wrong motives, when gentlemen supported a call 
for yeas and nays. It was sacrificing the dignity 
of the House to cast out such insinua:ions, When 
the call had once been inade and agreed to, it 
would be very mean to retract it, to gratify any 
meinber, Te public had always, and without any 
exception, a right to know what their Representa- 
tives were doing, and how they were voting, and 
he, for one, should adhere to the call. 

Mr. W. Sara said, that he had already put a 
question which nobody had answered, and on that 
account he should now rise and put it again. What 
are the emigrant nobility to renounce? When 
they come into this country, they possess not one 
privilege which is not pussessed by everybody 
else. He had expected that the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Qu.es,] when last up, would have 
explained this. matter, but he had not done it. 
The great bugbear was, lest a ci-devant Lord may 
geta seat here, and that somebody may call him 
My Lord. Bat, even after you have got his re- 
nunciation of nobility, if other people choose to 
give him his titles, you can neither hinder nor 
punish them; so that the amendment is, to all 
practical. intents and purposes, absolutely useless 
and nugatory. Some members of this House be- 
long to the order of Cincinnati. If they come here 
with badges at their button-holes, can you forbid 
them? He wished that gentlemen would show 
what was to be renounced. There was nothing 
at all to renounce. The whole amendment is 
totally futile. i : : 
: Mr. Dexrex then rose, bat the House had be- 
come so impatient for the question, that he was 
heard with difficulty. He only wanted to ask 
whether the call for -yeas and nays was withdrawn 
or. not? 


Mr. McDowext said that he had already in- 
formed the House that be should insist om the 
call. 

Mr. Axes then asked, whether it was not eom- 
petent to put the previous question, viz: Shall this 
call be now taken? ‘ 

The Sreaxer, in reply, said, that according: to. 
his judgment, the previous question could have 
been regularly taken upon any topic whatever, 
waich produced a debate; but the House, by a re- 
cent decision, had determined that the previous 
question ‘could not be regularly taken upon an 
amendment. 

He was then asked, whether the call of yester- 
day was valid to-day, or if it was necessary for 
the members to rise over again? Mr. Sepowick 
was clearly of this opinion; in which the Speaker, 
ofter some consideration, concurred, as some gen- 
tlemen had deserted the call, and he in reality, did 
not know whether a fifth part of the members. 
would support a call or not. 

It was then suggested, that there could not be a 
second call, if the first was disappointed; and 
some gentleman said, that he hoped no member 
would insist on a thing so extremely distressing 
to the feelings of many members. Several gen- 
tlemen had now attempted to speak at the samo 
time, and the mischievous and unconciliating ef- 
fects of the call were enumerated with much em- 
phasis. : 

Mr. New at last came forward, and declared 
that he moved for a call. Mr. MeDoweuy said the 
same. 

Mr. Sepawrck then rose again. He appealed 
to the House, that, since he had a seat in Con- 
gress, he had never troubled them with a call 
more than a very few times; and he affirmed, 
upon his honor, that he never had moved for the 
yeas and nays at all, unless he was uncertain 
how the votes of the House would go. But the 
gentlemen who now moved for the call had not 
this excuse. They knew very well that they 
would carry their point, and that by a large ma- 
jority ; so that the insisting for the yeas and nays 
could arise only from a design that gentlemen 
who voted against the amendment should be held 
out to the public as wanting to introduce a nobil- 
ity, He owed little to Mr. Gives for having with- 
drawn his motion, when others were sv ready to 
renew it. 

Mr. New, on hearing these remarks, declared 
that he should withdraw his motion, since so much 
had been said about it, ; 

Mr. Buounr then rose, and said that it was need- 
less to waste time, for tne yeas and nays must and 
should be taken. 

Twenty-three members seconded his motion, 
and the Sreaxer declared that the point was now 
determined, . Beer aia! 

Mr. Dexter next rose, and observed that he 
had withdrawn his amendment, under a hope of 
conciliation, and that the yeas and nays would 
not be taken. But since this request had been 
refused, he should move it again, and have the: 
yeas and nays upon that likewise, and before tbe. 
other. He went over the beaten ground of the 


1057 


Jancany, 1795.] 


HISTORY OF CONI 


Naturalization Diil. 


iRESS, 1058 


p. ov R. 


bad consequences of holding members up to popu- ; Samnel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, 


lar resentment. 


Ezekiel Gibert, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, 


Mr. Vexanin said, that if the gentleman were | James Gordon, Thomas Hartlevy James Hillhouse, 
so disposed he should willingly try the question at | John Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Turned, Richard Bland 


onee on this motion, without farther investigation 
about it. 

On calling over the names, there were, on the 
amendment of Mr. Dexrrr—ycas 28, nays 63, as 
follows: 


Yras.—lisher Ames, James Armstrong, Shearjashub 


fin, Joshua Coit, Samuel Dexter, Dwight Moster, Eze- 
kiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James 
Gordon, Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, Samuel 
Holten, Remy Latimer, Amasa Learned, William Ly- 


man, Francis Malbone, William Vans Murrav, Theo | 


dore Selgwick, Jeremith Smith, George Thatcher, | 
Uriah Tracy, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck 
and Peleg Wadsworth. 


Li 
Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin. Le- | 
muel Benton, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Ben- | 
jamin Bourne, Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, | 
Isaac Coles, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George 
Dent, Benjamin Edwards, Thomas Fitzsimons, William 
B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Christopher 1 
Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Willam B. Grove, George | 
Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, Damiel 
Heister, John Hunter, William Irvine, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel | 
Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander ' 
Mebane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter ! 
Muhienbers, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John} 
Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Ort, John | 
Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, 
robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John S. Sherburue, 
John Smilie, Israel Smith, Samuel Smith, William 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan 
Trumbull, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Francis Walker, Benjamin Wil- 
liams, Paine Wingate, Richard Winn, and Joseph 
‘Winston. 


The amendment of Mr. Gites was then taken 
up, and determined in the affirmative—yeas 59, 
nays 32, as follows: 


Yras.—Theodorne Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Lemu- 
el Benton, Thomas Blount. Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas 
Claiborne, Isaac Coles, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dear- 
born, George Dent, Benjamin Edwards, William Find- | 
ley, Willam B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, | 
Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, William Barry 
Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. Harrison John Heath, 
Damel Heister, Samuel Holten, John Hunter, Willbam 
Irvine, VWenry Latimer, Willam Lyman, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Francis Malbone, Joseph Me- 
Dowell. Alexan:ler Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, 
Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Natha 
niel Niles, Alexander D. Oir, John Page, Josiah Parker, 
Audrew Pickens. Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, 
Thomas Scott, John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel 
Smith, Samnel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, Abrabam Venable, Francis Walker, Benja- 
min Williams, Paine Wingate, Richard Winn, and 
Joseph Winston. 


Nays.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Elias Boudi- 
not, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne. Lambert 
Caudwalade:, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, 

3p Cox.—34 


Lee, Matthew Loche, Theodore Sedgwick. William 


Smith. Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 


Jonathan Trambull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, and Jeremiah Wads- 
worth. 


Ordered, That the said bill, with the amond- 


I : 
ments agreed to, be recommitted to Mr. MWanisox 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peles Cof- | n 


Mr. Dexter, and Mr. CARNES. 


Moxnay, January 5. 

Tuomas Spricc, from Maryland, appeared, and 
took his seat in the House. 

A memorial of Thomas Danncry, Consul of the 
French Republie, residing in the Lown of Boston, 
in the State of Massachusetts, in behalf of a num- 
ber of French citizens, late inhabitants of Saint 
Pierre’s and Miquelon, was presented to the House 
and read, praying a remission of the tonnage du- 
ties accruing on sundry shallops and small schoon- 
ers, which were employed to convey the said 
French citizens to the said town of Boston, from 
Halifax and Shelburne, in the province of Nova 
Scotia, where they were sent as prisoners, by the 
British army, in the course of the late war, 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Samuvurt Sarn, Mr. Lyway, and Mr. Van 
CortTLANpT; that they do cxamine the matter 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
therenpon, to the House. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire and report whether any, and what, alter- 
ations ought to be made to the act imposing duties 
on snuff manufactured within the United States; 
and that Mr. Wiunram Sarrn, Mr. Nicnouas, Mr. 
SAMUEL SMITI, Mr. Lymay, and Mr. FixoLery, be the 
said comunittee. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House on the report of the committee appointed 
to prepare and report a plan for the reduction of 
the Public Debt, to whom was committed the 
memorial of sundry manufacturers of tobacco in 
the city of Philadelphia, be discharged from the 
further considcration of the same, and that the 
said memorial be referred to the committee last 
appointed. 

The [louse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the ascertainment 
of certain losses of the officers of Government, 
and other citizens, by the insurgents in the West- 
ern counties of Pennsylvania, and providing some 
present relief to the sufferers. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The louse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill making further pro- 
vision in cases of drawbacks; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee had had the said bill under considera- 
tion, and made several amendments thereto; which 
were severally twice read, and agreed to by the 
House. _ 
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Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to-, 
morrow. i 


The Committee rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 
Mr. Mapisox, from the select committee, re- 


A message from the Senate informed the House, | ported a new bill of Naturalization, containing the 


that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled oe 
act further extending the time for receiving on , 
Loan the Domestic Debt of the United States;” ; 
to which they desire the concurrence of this | 
Louse. | 
The House resolved ilself into a Committee of! 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to consider and report on the expedien- 
cy of making any further alterations in the Laws 
of the United States relative to the cession of the 
jurisdiction by particular States, in lands where 
are established, or may by law be directed to be 
built and established, light-houses, buoys, and pub- 
lic piers; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said report under consideration, and come to 
a resolution thereupon; which he delivered in at 
the Clerk’s table. 

Ordered, That the said resolution do lie on the 
table. 

The hill sent from the Senate, entitled “An 
act further extending the time for receiving on 
Loan the Domestic Debt of the United States,” 
was twice read, and committed. 

The Spraxer laid before the House a Letter 
from ihe Sceretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing reports on sundry petitions; which letter was 
read, and ordered to lic on the table. 


THE FORTIFICATIONS. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tec of the Whole IJouse on the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the report of the Se- 
cretary of War, respecting the Fortifications of the 
United States. 

On this subject, Mr. Mapisow objected to the 
making the Fortifications in the most expensive 
and durable style, because it may hereafter be 
found, that the situations which have been chosen 
are not the most proper. 

Mr, S. Suita said, that the objection of the 
gentleman struck him very forcibly. Ie then 
mentioned the absurd management at Baltimore, , 
as to their erecting Fortifications, which were well | 
built, looked extremely well, and had only one 
fult, viz: that they were absolutely useless, An 


amendments recommitted, and also whatever was 
necessary from the Old Law, so that the latter 
should be entircly superseded. The report was 
read by the Clerk, and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow. 


Turspay, January 6. 


An engrossed bill for the ascertainment of cer- 
tain losses of the officers of Government and other 
citizens, by the insurgents in the Western coun- 
ties of Pennsylvania, and providing some present 
relief to the sufferers, was read the third time, and 
passed, 

An engrossed bill making farther provision in 
cases of drawbacks was read the third time, and 
passed. 

A memorial and remonstrance of the sugar re- 
finers, in the city of Philadelphia, was presented 
to the House and read, praying a revision of the 
Excise Laws of the United States; and that so 
much of the act passed at the last session of Con- 
gress, entitled “An act laying certain duties upon 
snuff and refined sugar,” as imposes a duty on su- 
gar refined within the United States, may be re- 
pealed. 

Ordered, That the said memorial and remon- 
strance be referred to the committee appointed to 
inquire and report whether any, and what, altera- 
tions ought to be made in the act imposing duties 
on snuff manufactured within the United States; 
and that Mr. Frrzsimons and Mr. Mapison be 
added to the said committee. 

A memorial of the ‘Transylvania Company, 
commonly called Richard Henderson & Compa- 
ny, was presented to the House and read, praying 
that snch compensation may be made to the me- 
morialists and their legal representatives, for a 
quantity of land which they purchased from the 
Cherokee Indians, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-four, and has since been 
ceded to the United States, by the treaty of Hol- 


ston, as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem meet. 


Ordered, That the said memorial do lie on the 
tabie, 
A petition of James Denniston, of Ohio county, 


hundred men might at any time land from behind, ; in the State of Virginia, was presented to the 
take the battery in the rear, and turn it against | House and read, praying that tho location which 
the defenders. Vast labor bad been bestowed on! he has made of the proportion of land, due for his 
it by the people of Baltimore, and their labor and | services during the late war, in the second range 
the public money had been equally cast away. | of townships on the river Onio, together with the 
Mr. S. had linde confidence in Land Fortifications. | improvements thereon, may be confirmed to him, 
He instanced Mud Island, of which he spoke as a land a grant issued for the same, Also, a petition 
military nan, and from personal knowledge. The | of Mijat Woods, to We same effect. 

Fortifications could not have hindered British} Ordered, Thal the said petilious be referred to 
ships from coming up the river, but for the che- i the Committee of the Whole House on the report 
veauz de frize. ‘They protected thal, but could: of the committee to whom was referred the peti- 
not, of themselves, have kept a ship from coming ; tion of sundry soldiers in the late Army of the 
up; so, he rechoned that much money had been | United States. : 

cast away on them, too. Floating batterics might ; The llouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
be of service,,but not land batteries. : the Whole on the bill supplementary to the seve- 
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ral acts imposing duties on goods, wares, 
chandise, imported into the United States: and, 


and reported the hill with amendments. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 
The ITouse then went into a committee on the 
bill to establish an uniform system of Naturaliza- 
tion, and to repeal the law formerly made on that 


head. One of the clauses in the new bill proposed | 


to make aliens beeoming citizeus of the United 
States abjure their allegiance to all other States 

Sorerer, 
Mr. Boeprvor said, that a very respectable emi- | 
grant, who had brought a large fortune with ne 
! 


and who wonld very likely be of much use to the 
country, had assured him that, rather thin swal- 
low such an oath, he would return to his own 
country. Mr. B. declared, that he always had con- | 
sidered oaths of allegiance as an imposition. They 
might keep away men who had scruples, because | 
they had principles; others would swear, and 
break off, when it suiled them. The word Jorener 
implied that these people were not at liberty to 
return home, and reassume the allegiance to their 
own country. What if the United States were to 
become a tyrannical Government? Were eople | 
uol to have the liberty of leaving it? It had. been | 
replied by some gentlemen that the word Jorerer j 
did not imply that the emigrant would never be, 
at liberty to return to his country, and resume his ! 
former allegiance. On that ground, they had | 
urged to keep it in. Others had asserted that it! 
did convey such a signification, and for that rea- 
son they would have it kept in. How is an alien: 
in this case to act? One party say your oath 
means thus, and therefore yon may take it. Ano- 
ther set of gentlemen give the oath an opposite 
meaning, and insist on its being taken. Whatkind 
of swearing is this, said Mr. B? To enact oaths 
which the very makers of the law could not agree 
about the meaning of, was to him very odd. IIe 
had done his duty in exposing the absurdity of the 
thing, and should move to strike ont forecer. 

This motion was carried. And the Committee 
rose, and the Chairman reported progress, 


WEDNESDAY, January 7. 


A petilion of James Caldwell, of the city of 
Albany, in the State of New York, was presented 
to the [House and read, praying a remission of the 
duties imposed by law on a quantity of snuff ma- 
nufactared by the petitioner, which, together with 
his manufacbory, and other properly, was consumed 
by fire, on the 12th day of July last. 

" Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the 
committee appointed to inquire and report whether 
any, and what, alterations ought to be made in the 
aci imposing daties on snuff manufactured within 
the United States. 

A memorial of John Field, Jesse and Robert 
Waln, and Hartshorne. Large, & Company, mer- 
caauts, of the city of Philadelphia, was presented 
to the ‘House and read. praying that the exporla- 
tion of lead from the United Statebes may per- 


Xuturalization Bill. 


and mer- | 
| trade. 


after some time spent therein, the Committee rose, | 


(Il. or R. 


mitted in all vessels engaged in the India or China 


Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Firzsrmovs, Mr. Goopucr, and Mr. RUTHER- 
FORD ; that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the Touse. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend. 
ments reported yeslerday from the Committee of 
the Whole House, to the bill supplementary to the 
several acts imposing duties on goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, 

The bill was then further amended, and, together 
with the amendments, ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The Hoase resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the petition of Epaphras 
Jones, in behalf of himself, Stephen Gorham, Shu- 
bal Gorham, and Charles Selden; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee had had the said report nnder con- 
sideration, and come to a resolution thereupon ; 


| which was twice read, and agreed to by the House, 


as follows: 

Resolved, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
Collector of the District of New York, to remit to 
Epaphras Jones, Stephen Gorham, Shubal Gorham, 
and Charles Selden, owners of the brigantine called 
the Peru, the duties of impost and tonnage which 
may be incurred, in consequence of the incoinpe- 
tent or invalid register of the eaid brigantine ; pro- 
vided they shall obtain, within onc hundred and 
twenty days, a new register for the said brigantine, 
in the manuer prescribed by law. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Goopaus, 
Mr. Corrix, and Mr. Guay, do prepare and bring 
in the sanie. 

The House went into a Committee of the Whole, 
on the report of the select committee, on the peti- 
tion of Mary S. Jones. 

There was a considerable degree of doubt whe- 
ther this case did not fall within the statute of limi- 
tation lately passed. 

Mr. Moxtcomexy was clearly of opinion that it 
did so, Ie thought it would be a degree of tri- 
fling in the House, to make a law in one session 
and in the next to declare that there was to be an 
exceplion to it. 

Several other gentlemen spoke, and, as it ap- 
peared that there was no general opinion formed on 
the subject, the Committee rose, the Chairman re- 
ported progress, and asked leave to sit again, which 
was granted. 

The House took up the Naturalization Bill, The 
word forever was struck out agreeably to the 
amendment in Committee of the Whole. The 
House went through the other amendments. The 
bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr, Firzstaoxs observed, that the saving in 
the Post Office had lateiy amounted to a consider. 
able sum. JIe did not imagine that the money 
could be applied to a better use than for the mak- 
ing of Post Roads. He laid on the table a motion 
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for forming ont of this fund a road between the 
Southern and Eastern States. 


PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS. 

There was then a motion for going into a Com- 
mittee on the report of the select commitice rela- 
tive to the more general promulgation of the Laws 
of the Uniled States. Gentlemen scemed con- 
siderably at a loss in what way this promulgation 
could be most effectually accomplished. Various 
schemes were proposed, of which not one appeared 
to meet the general sense of the members. Among 
other expedients, it was proposed to transmit them 
to the several States. 

But, on this head, Mr. BALDU iS remarked that, 
if these States were uot more suceessful in cir- 
culating the Laws of Congress than they some- 


times were in distributing their own, the priniing of 


three thousand copies. as proposed, would answer 
but little purpose. JTe further observed, that the 
bill ought to provide some place in each State, or 
each county, where complete sets of the Laws 
might be lodged; otherwise, as it is proposed to 
publish the additional acts of every session at the 
end of it, there may happen to be a State or county 
to which all the Laws have been sent, and yet where- 
in a complete set of them is not to be had. 

The Committee rose, the Chairman reported pro- 
gress, and the House adjourned. 


THURSDAY, January 8, 


An engrossed bill supplemeutary to the several 
acts imposing duties on goods, wares, and merehan- 
dise, imported into the Uniled States, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

A petition of Francis Peyrinnaut, of the town 
of Edenton, in the State of North Carolina, ad- 
ministrator of Pierre Decamps, deceased, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying the renewal 
of certain loan-office certificates, the property of the 
deceased, which were destroyed by an armed bau- 
ditti, some time in the month of December, one 
thousand seven hundred and eivhty-two; the Joss 
of which, owing to unavoidable circumstances, has 
not been advertised within the time, and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 

Ordered, That the said petition he referred to 
Mr. Dent, Mr. Lee, and Mr. HARTLEY; that they 
do examine the matter thereof, and report the same, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitep STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

T lay before Congress copies of Acts passed by the 
Legislatures of the States of Vermont, Massachusetts, 
and New York, ratifying the amendment proposed by 
the Senate and House of Representatives nt their last 
session, to the Cunstitution of the United States, re- 
specting the Judicial power thereof. 

The Minister of the French Republic having com- 
municated to the Secretary of State certain proceedings 
of the Committee of Public Safety, respecting Weights 
and Measures, I lay these also before Congress. 

The Letter from the Governor of the Western Ter- 


ritory, copies of which are now transmitted, refers to n 
defect in the Judicial system of that Territory deserv- 
ing the attention of Congress. 

The necessary absence of the Judge of the District 
of Pennsylvania, upon business connected with the late 
insurrection, is stated by him, ina Letter, of which I 
forward copies, to have produced certain interruptions 
in the Judictal proceedings of that District, which can- 
not be removed without the interposition of Congress. 

G. WASHINGTON, 
Unitep States, January 8, 1495. 
Ordered, That so much of the said Message as 
| relates to the Letters from the Judge of the Dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania, and the Governor of the Ter. 
ritory of the United States Northwest of the river 
Ohio, be referred to Mr. Dexter, Mr. UARTLEY, 
and Mr. Harrisox, with instruction to examine the 
l matter thereof, and report the same, with their 
| opinion thercupon, to the House. 

Ordered, That such other parts of the said Mes- 
sage xs relale to the ratification of the amendment 
proposed by Congress to the Constitution of the 
United States, by the Legislatures of the States of 
Massachusetts, Vermont, and New York, and the 
proceedings of the Committee of Public Safety of 
the French Republic, respecting Weights and Mea- 
sures, do lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire whether any, or what, alteration is ueeessary 
to be made in the laws respecting lost or destroyed 
certificates; and that Mr. LEE, Mr. Dent, and Mr. 
Grece, be the said committee. 

NATURALIZATION BILL 


The bill to establish an uniform system of natu- 
; talization, and to repeal the act heretofore passed 
on that subject, was then read a third time, and 
passed. The filling up of the blanks in this hill 
produced a dispute of some length, and from the 
intricacy in some parts of it, the abridging of it 
wonld be a work of difficulty. Several members 
spoke to the filling up of the blanks, and their ar- 
gunents sometimes applied equally to all the three 
clauses before the House. To be intelligible, 
therefore, it appears necessary in the first place to 
insert the clauses themselves at length, as in the 
end filled up. We shall then repeat some of the 
remarks made on the subject by different gentle- 
men, The sections of the bill in question were as 
follows : 

1. The alien shall have declared on oath or af- 
firmation, before the Supreme, Superior, District, 
or Circuit Cuurt of some one of the Slates, ora Cir- 
cuit or District Court uf the United States, three 
years at least before bis admission, that it was, 
bona fide, his intention to become a citizen of the 
United States, and to renounce all allegiance and 
fidelity to any foreign Prince, Potentate, State, or 
Sovereignty whatever, and particularly by name 
the Prince, Potentate. State, or Sovereignty where- 
of such alien may, at the time, be a citizen or sub- 
ject. 

2. He shall, at the time of his application to be 
admitted, declare on oath or aflirmation, before 
sume one of the Courts aforesaid, that he has re- 
sided within the United States tive years at least, 
and within the State where such Court is at the 
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time held, one year at least; that he will support 
the Constitation of the United States; and that 
he doth renounce and abjare all allegiance and 
fidelity to every foreign Prince, Potentate, State, 
or Sovereignty, whatever, and particularly by 
name the Prince, Potentate, State, or Sovereignty 
whereof he was before a citizen or subject; which 
proceedings shall be recorded by the Clerk of the 
Court. 

3. The Court admitting such alien, shall be sa- 
tisfied that he has resided within the limits, and 
under the jurisdiction of the United States five 
years; and it shall further appear to their salis- 
faction, that during that time he has behaved as a 
man of a good moral character, attached to the 
principles of the Constitution of the United States, 
and well disposed to the good order and happiness 
of the same, 

Some gentlemen having spoke on the propriety of 
different terms fur adruission, 

Mr. Maoison said, that he feared the House 
would never see an end of the discussion, if they 
weut on at this rate, for, by descending to discrimi- 
nate all the qualifications of a citizen, they run the 
hazard of losing the bill altogether, from the mere 
waste of time. Ten years were named by Mr. 
Mvraay to fill up the first blank, and seven years 
by Mr. Ilartnzy. ‘These terms he thought by 
much too long. This would oblige the friends of 
the bill to vote against it. 

Mr. Batpwin objected that the law was incon- 
sistent with itself, for a man is not to be admitted 
as a citizen to vote for ten years, while a residence 
of nine years may qualify hiin to be elected a 
Senator. his differed from the temper of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. S. Sarr said, that the discussion on several 
parts of the bill in Committee had appeared to 
him unimportant, that the great object with him 
was the time of probation. IIe was for the long- 
est term, that the prejudices which the aliens had 
imbibed under the Government from whence they 
caine might be effaced, and that they might, by 
communication and observance of our laws and 
government, have just ideas of our Constitution 
and the excellence of its institution before they 
were admitted to the rights of a citizen. A gen- 
tleinan from Virginian [Mr. Nicuonas] had stated 
that holding a purse with money in it was sulf- 
cient to admit strangers to a vote in Maryland; 
the fact was not so; before an alien can be ad- 
mitted to the right of suffrage, he must abjure all 
allegiance to the King of Great. Britain, take the 
oaths to the State, and to support the Government 
of the United States, and have one year's resi- 
dence. The gentleman says, that the bill can only 
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De you might be assured that they would not 

act as spies; that there were many merchants 
from New England in Maryland—that they were 
good Republicans, good cilizens, and always in- 
dustrious. 

Mr. Firzstwons thought that ten years were 
much too long a time for keeping an alien from 
being a cilizen—it would make this class of peo- 
ple enemies to your Government. He was firmly 
of opinion that emigrants deserved to be encou- 
raged; and to discourage them was an idea which 
tl this day he had never heard cither in or out 
of the House. Nature seems to hare pointed out 
this country as an asylum for the people oppressed 
in other parts of the world. It would be wrong, 
therefore, to first admit them here, and then treat 
them for so long a time so hardly. As to the mer- 
Kenan from this country returning home with 

their wealth acquired here, it was not the case in 
Pennsylvania, whatever it might be in Virginia. 
They very seldom went home again, but married 
and settled in the country. He also thought the 
country obliged to them, as it was capable of em- 
ploying the largest capital which could be brought 
into it. He knew of no such competition as the 
gentleman spoke about between the natives and the 
aliens. 

Mr. Bovpinor reminded the House of a late 
Proclamation by the Presipent, wherein, among 
other things, it is said that this country is an asy- 
lum to the oppressed of all nations. “He was for 
shortening the period of admission. Tle saw a great 
deal in the remark as to the bad policy of admitting 
people into the country and refusing them for so 
long a period the rights of citizens. 

Several other gentlemen spoke. 
passed. 


The bill finally 


Frivay, January 9. 


A petition of Charles Ieems, of the State of 
Georgia, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that a new register may be granted in the 
case of the brig Solitaire, an American bottom, 
which was captured by the British, and afterwards 
retaken by the French, and carried into Aux Cayes, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and nincty- 
three; the said brig being condemned as British 
property, and the original register detained by the 

! captors. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Carnes, Mr. Giunzrt, and Mr. Hancock; 
that they do examine the matter thercof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

A petition of William Ifill Serjeant and Na- 


embrace the officers of Government and the com- | than Richardson, merchants and partners, of the 
mercial interest, and fears that the Eastern States | town of Petersburg, in the State of Virginia, was 
wish to exclude the competition that arises from! presented to the House and read, praying that 
the foreign merchant. He could not see how that | they may be allowed the amount of the drawback 
jealousy could apply, for it was as rare to see aj} on a quantity of wine exported from the port of 
foreign merchant in New England, as to see a na- Petersburg, and duly landed at Rotterdam, in the 
tive merchant in Virginia; that if the gentleman! United Netherlands, in the year one thousand 
thought the place of furcign merchants would be | seven hundred and uinely-two; a judgment having 
filled from New England, he could foresee no in- | been obtained in the District Cuurt of the United 
jury, on the contrary a benefit. For, in case of! States for the State of Virginia, on the bond 
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given for (he duties accruing on the said wine, pre- j 
vious to receiving the evidence required by law for 
relanding the same. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Gites, Mr. GiLnerr, and Mr. Larimer; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report ! 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the; 
House. 

A petition of John Finley, late a Captain in the 
Pennsylvania line of the Continental Army, was 
presented to the Jouse and read, praying that the ; 
location which he has made of the proportion of! 
Jand due for his military services, during the late | 
war, in one of the ranges of townships on the river 
Ohio, together with the improvements thereon, 
may be confirmid to him, and a grant issued for | 
the same. | 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House to whom je! 
commitied the report of the committee on the peti- 
tion of sundry soldiers in the late Army. | 

Mr. Goonnes, fron the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the relief of Epaphras Jones, | 


and others; which was read twice and committed. 

\ nessage from the Senate informed the Mouse 
that the Scnate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the settlement of the claim of 
Samuel Prioleau ;” to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 

Mr. Virzsimoys, from the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of John Field, Jesse and 
Robert Waln, and Jlartshorne, Large, and Com- 
pany, merchants, of the city of Philadelphia, made 
n report; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The Dill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to authorize the settlement of the claim of Samuel 
Prioleau,” was rend twice, and committed. 


l 
ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 

The House took np the report of the select com- 
mittee, relative to arming, organizing and disci- 
plining the Militia of the United States. The re- 
port recommended to enforee the Jaw by suitable 
penalties; and a long debate ensued whether Con- 
gress had a right to enact such penalties, The 
following clause in the Coustitution gave rise to 
this debate: 


“The Congress shall have power to provide for or- 
Bauizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia, and for 
governing such part of them as may be employed in 
the service of the United States, reserving to the States 
respectively, the appointment of the oflicers, and the 
authority of Gaining the Militia according to the disci- 
pline prescribed by Congress.” 

A great number of gentlemen spoke on this 
point. Mr. Sepewtcn observed that to a Govern- 
ment to which was committed the charge of de- 
fending society, against internal violence and ex- 
ternal invasion, means adequate to the attainment 
of those important objects, ought to be delegated. 
These means must be composed of efficient force, 
in the forin of militia, or of that, which was gene- 
rally considered as baneful to liberty, a standing 
army. A Constitution which was designed to per- 
petuate freedom would doubtless intend to render 


a a a 


the former as cificient, and the latter as unnecessa 
ry as possible. tn legislating on this subject, if any 
uncertainty should occur, those principles should 
have their due influence in the construction to be 
given to the Constitution. 

He laid it down as a principle, which he pre- 
sumed would not be disputed by any one, that a 
complete and uncontrolled power over the militia 
was deposited in the National and State Govern- 
menis. The only question was, which was to dele- 
gate the distribution of those powers? To the for- 
mer it was expressly delegated to provide “ for the 
organizing, arming, and disciplining, the militia,” 
These words, when applied to the subject, were 
as full and comprehensive, perhaps, as any in our 
language. The question before the Committee 
was, could penalties be imposed, if they should be- 
come unecessary, to carry into eflect those powers? 
The maxim was unduubtedly truc, that when a 
gcneral power was granted, ad the ysnal and 
known means necessary and proper to ‘arry it 
into effect were granted also. Ii then, the mposi- 
tion of penalties were the usual and known means 
to effectuate “the organizing, arming and disci- 
plining of the Militia,” it would follow of irresis- 
tible consequence, that they might be employed for 
that purpose, if not prevented by the powers re- 
served to the States. 

To the States it was reserved to appoint officers, 
and to train the militia, according to “the discipline 
prescribed by Congress.” A reservation coutrol- 
ling a general grant should receive a strict con- 
struction, “Training,” he believed a word more 
Tinted and less comprehensive than “ disciplin- 
ing,” which he considered as comprehending all 
the means necessary to be employed to constitute 
the character of a soldier. “'Training” compre- 
hended only a part of those means. It would lo 
his mind seem absurd, and almost contradictory, 
that when there was committed to this Govern 
ment the protection and defence of cach indivi- 
dual, and of the whole community, when this Go- 
vernment itself was founded on principles which 
cherished a militia to the exclusion of a standing 
force, wherever it could be done, when the Govern. 
ment, for those important purposes, was directed 
to provide for “organizing, arming, and disciplin- 
ing the militia;” it would seem absurd and con- 
tradiclory to say, penalties could not be imposed 
by law. It would be in the same sentence to grant 
and to deny ; for he would ruan the hazard to aflirm, 
that without penalties no effectual provision could 
be made for “organizing, arming and disciplining 
the militia.” 

Tt was not, he believed, difficult to conjecture 
by what means this distribution of powers between 
the National and State Governments had crept 
into the Constitution. It would have scemed in- 
congrnous to have denied to Congress a complete 
control over the militia. But having conceded 
this power in the words which had been so often 
repeated, a laudable jealousy would naturally 
have excited an apprehension, that, at some future 
time, the militia might be neglected to afford a 
pretence for standing armies. ‘This jealousy could 
in no other way have been so well quicted as by 
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authorizing the States, who would discern, and 
guard against the intended encroachmenis, by 
“ training,” to keep alive the spirit of the mijit 
On this supposition, the Coustitrtional distribution 
of powers in this instance was consistent, and dic- 
tated by rational reffection. 

To pursue further the subject, when the militia 
should be called into the actual service of the Uni- 
ted States, Congress were by the Constitution to 
provide for their government. This was necessary 
to prevent a State, in case of disaffection, from de- 
fealting, under a pretence of “training,” the exer- 
cise of the general powers granted to this Govern- 
ment. 

Mr, Sepowicr said, that it had always appeared 
to him anti-Republican to attempt to narrow the 


powers of this Government over the militia. An | 


effective force of some kind must be at the disposal 
of the Government, which a militia could never be, 
unless adequate penaltics were prescribed, and in 
case of delinquency inflicted. Resort must then, 
in every instance, be had to a standing army. 
There was no other alternative. 

Ie was not in this case influenced by local con- 
siderations. ‘he militia of the State to which he 
belonged was respectable and effective. Tle was 
sorry to add that in some of the Stales the reverse 
was confessedly and lamentably true. Ie had at 
all times been astonished to perceive, that the op- 
position to this measure had arisen from those dis- 
triets for whose peculiar benctit it was designed. 

Mr. Muanay wished that some gentleman who 
was better acquainted with military matlers than 
himself would explain the distinction between the 
two words, ‘training and disciplining,” used in 
the above clauses of the Constitution. 

Mr. S. Saurav rose to answer this query. Train- 
ing implied chiefly teaching a man to handle his 
amns, to sland upright, to wheel to the right and 
left, and to march. But disciplining comprehend- 
ed a great deal more. A disciplined soldier must 
understand the duties of a sentinel, the art of en- 
cainping, and a number of ot ier things which a 
common militia man did not lcarn when only 
training, He said that the lirst duty of a sol- 
dicr ought to be to take care of himself, and an ac- 
quaintance with this lesson had been severely felt 
by many in the late expedition to the Westward. 
Numbers of the militia did not know how to set 
up a tent. The Virginia militia who went out 
were neither disciplined nor trained. The Mary- 
landers appear to have been mnch in the same 
situation, for when Mr. Smith drev part of them 
out and ordered them to load, he found that fifty 
had put down the ball before the charge of pow- 
der. Some of them did not even know how to 
lay a gun over their shoulder. IIe pressed the 
Committee tv come to a decision immediately. 
Gentlemen said that they hoped that there would 
be 10 more insurrections. I hope so too, (said 
Mr. S) but docs that insure the thing? L believe 
not, sir. Nothing had been farther from the 
thoughts of the Lousy last session than au insur- 
rection. 

Mir. Frrasistons hoped thal the house would 
come to some resolution on the subject. Ho was 
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: authorized to say that the Legislature of Pennsyl- 

“ania were waiting in suspense to see what would 
‘be done by Congress. 

Mr. Tracy said, he was convinced of the ne- 
cessity of amending the militia law; before Con- 
eress made any regulations of the kind, the militia, 

he came from, was under very good 


| in the State 
discipline; but he really thought the present law 
of the United States had a tendency to injure, in- 
stead of assisting, the regularity and discipline 
which had been before established by the State in 
| their militia law. It had been said, the Constitu- 
tion did not give Congress power to enforce their 
act by penalties, because training the militia was 
reserved to the several States. Ile should be sorry 
to give a foreed explanation to any part of the 
Constitution, and if there were any who wished 
it in that House, as had been hinted, he would op- 
pose every such attempt: but he could not reve- 
rence the opinions of gentlemen who hal uni- 
formly opposed the Constitution, before and since 
its adoption, till lately, and now pretended to be 
its greatest friends, and under that mask wished 
to fritler it down to rags, and reduce it literally 
lo the state of self-righteonsness—-tho more we 
have of it the worse. He then read the clause of 
the Constitution, and said, it was clear that all 
the power respecting the militia, was, hy the first 
part of the sentence, deposited in Congress; but a 
special reservation was afterwards made to the 
States to appoint officers—this was explicit; and 
what more was reserved to the States? To train 
the militia pursuant to the discipline prescribed 
by Congress. This, he said, could give them no 
power of training, but in exact obedience to the 
rules given them by Congress; that is, Congress 
will take cvery necessary step to organize, arm 
and discipline the militia, (except officcring ;) they 
will get the men on the field; when they are 
there the State is to train them, is to be the Exe- 
cutive of the Uniled Stales, and exactly pursuant 
to their rules train the militia. The training men- 
tioned in the Constitution, he said, could mean no 
more; as disciplining, which was expressly in the 
! hands of Congress, included training, but training 
n not include disciplining —a good definition of 


the difference between the two terms had been 
given by Mr, S. Sum, who had spoken before 
him. 

Mr. T. said, in ordinary cascs, & cerlain spe- 
cified portion of power was, by the Gonstitulion, 
given to Congress, and all not specified was of 
‘course reserved by the States; but in this cas 
l the tables were turned—all the power wąs vested 
in Congress by the first part of the sentence, and 
a specified portion reserved to the States, which 
j ought to be strictly construed, so as to give tha 
several States no constructive power to defeat 
any thing Congress should do upon the subject ; 
or, prevent uniform and general Jaws from ope- 
rating by the interference of local and State regu- 
, lations. He, therefore, was ciearly of opinion the 
| power of Congress, by the express words of the 
| Constitution, extended to enforcing by penalties 
as contemplated by the resolution b-fore the Com- 
1 nittee. 
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Mr. Gries was not for straining the Constitution, 


but ke was clear that Congress had such a power, 


of enforcing the execution of the law. 

The Committce went through the resolution, and 
reported it to the House, where it was twice read 
and agreed 1o, in the following words: 

Resolred, That the act, entitled “An act more 
effectually to provide for the national defence, by 
establishing an uniform Militia throughout the 
United States,” ought to be amended: and that 
further provision ought to be made by law for arm- 
ing the Militia of the United States, and for enfor- 
cing the execution of the Militia laws, by adequate 
and uniform penalties. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Ginrs, 
Mr. Sepewiex, Mr. Hetster, Mr, Locke, Mr. 
Van Cortnannt, Mr. Davros, Mr. SATEL 
Suru, Mr. Irving, Mr. Parker, and Mr. Jere- 
mran Wapsworru, do prepare and bring in the 
same. 


Monpay, January 12. 

A memorial of sundry merchants, and other ci- 
tizens, of the towns of Norfolk and Portsmouth, in 
the State of Virginia, whose names are thereunto 
subscribed, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that the most speedy and effectnal mea- 
sures may be adopted by Congress to obtain resti- 
tution for the depredations committed on the pro- 
perty of the citizens of the United States, by the 
subjects of Great Britain, under the authority of 
that Government. 

Ordered, That the said memorial do lic on the 
table. 

Mr. Goopnvr, from the committee appointed, 
presented, according to order, a bill supplementary 
to the act for enrolling and licensing ships or ves- 
sels to be employed in the coasting trade and fish- 
cries, and for regulating the same ; which was read 
twice and committed. 

The Sreaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Attorney General, accompanying a re- 
port of such tables of fees and regulations as are 
proper to be established for the Courts of the Uni- 
ted States, pursuant to a resolution of this House 
of the 5th of June last; which was read, and or- 
dered to be referred to Mr. Boupixor, Mr, KITTERA, 
and Mr. Surreurxe, with instruction to examine 
the matter thereof, and report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the Louse. 

On a motion made and seconded that the Mes- 
sage ofthe PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES, of 
the 80th ultimo, and the report of the Seerctary of 
War, referred to therein, be committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, to whom is committed 
the memorial of the Legislative Council and Louse 
of Representatives of the Territory of the United 
States South of the river Ohio. It was resolved in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. Saves Surto, from the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of Thomas Dannery, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to be 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House on 
Wednesday next. 


| 
| 
| 
: 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Jouse on the bill from the Senate, en- 
titled “An act to authorize the settlement of the 
claim of Samuel Prioleau ;” and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported pro- 
gress, 


DEFENCE OF THE FRONTIERS. 


A Message was received from the Presipent 
or rue Unirep States, laying before Congress, 
for their consideration, the copy of a Letter from 
the Secretary of War, accompanied by an extract 
from a memorandum of James Seagrove, Agent 
of Indian Affairs. The Message and papers were 
read : 

Mr. Murray then moved that the Message 
should be referred to the same Committee of the 
Whole louse, to which had been referred the me- 
morial from the inhabitants of the Southwestern 
Territory. 

Mr. Nicuotas objected strongly to this motion, 
as showing too much deference to the Heads of the 
Departments. The paper in question ought not to 
have been sent to the House at all. 

Mr. Murray defended his motion. He inquired 
how the gentleman proposed to get information ? 
Was he to mannfacture it himself, or in what way 
could he better obtain it than from the Heads of 
the Departments? He had not, for his own part, 
that species of jealousy of them which the gentle- 
man last up had. 

Mr. Nicnoras repeated his arguments with some 
warmth. He said that the Letter from the late Se- 
cretary at War was not official, but officious. Te 
had a particular aspect which should forbid its 
getting any such mark of attention. It was nei- 
ther more nor less than a commentary on some of 
the proceedings of the last session of Congress. If 
this was received, we might expect the table to be 
leaped with such things. 

Mr. Sevewick could really see no reason to re- 
ject the motion. The Prestpenr had undoubted- 
ly aright to send the communication. The sub- 
ject .was confessedly of the utmost importance. 
The meinber asked, if the House were to close 
their understandings, and refuse all information 
from that quarter? He repeated that he could see 
no ground of any sort for refusing consent to the 
motion. 

Mr. Gites was equally dissatisfied with the 
matter of this letter, and with the manner in 
which it had been introduced into the House. 
They were both equally exceptionable. The let- 
ter had come without any call, It was an Exc- 
cutive comment on a Legislative proceeding. It 
was a defence of a measure adopted by the Sen- 
ate, and it condemned by implication another of 
that House. To Mr. G. it was a very extraordi- 
nary paper. The Present was not to be sup- 
posed, however, answerable for the propricty of 
its contents. le should be very un willing tu take 
any notice of this paper at all. Jt had been justly 
remarked that it was a comment on transactions 
of the last session. A section of a bill passed in the 
Senate last session, and rejected by the House of 
Representatives, was iuserted in it, and recom- 
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mended. This paper might operate very materi- ! cedent from the Journals, which he insisted to be 
ally on the deliberations of the House. ‘This was a | exactly similar, and where Mr. Nicrrozas himself 
very bad precedent. The Executive had nothing | had been once of a committee appointed to examine 
to do with any question pending before the Legis- | and report. As to the matter, we might as reason- 
lature, and consequently had no occasion to send ; ably object to the Speeches of the PRESIDENT, re- 
such a thing. | minding the House of business which had been be- 
Mr. Horren imagined that the gentleman from | fore them, or recommending subjects to their notice. 
Maryland, [Mr. Murray] had extended his mo- | He considered the objections of both sorts as entire- 
tion too far. It ought to have ecimprehended only | ly unfounded. 
the taking into consideration the Message of the Mr. Mapison recommended the alteration sug- 
Preswwenr, gested by Mr. Horren, for restricling the motion 
Mr, Murray complained of the asperity of ex- | of commitment to the Message of the Present, 
pression employed by a gentleman from Virginia, | and not to take any notice of the letter from the 
[Mr. Nicuonas] Not official but officious, and | Secretary, which he considered as, in itself, ex- 
the intelligence artificial, were phrases to which he | tremely improper. Jt could not be meant as in- 
objected. The gentleman might have higher sources ! formation, and the House had no occasion to take 
of information than he had. Mr. M. was willing to | advice from the Secretary. ‘The letter itself look- 
take up with information wherever he could gct it, | ed more like a forced thing, than any which he 
and he could have it nowhere with more propricty | recollected to have scen since the establishment of 
than from the national servants. It was no good , the, Constitution. The sulyect, however, was deli- 
reason to reject information mercly because we had | cate. The Presipent bad an undoubted right to 
nol asked for it. Mr. Gis had given a piece of| give advice or information in any way which he 
intelligence which Mr. M. said, was to him entire- | thought best. lt was totally ill-jndged in the Se- 
ly new, viz, that when the House wanted informa- | cretary to have conveyed his opinion in the very 
tion, it was one of their rules not to refer for it to | words of a clause in a bill that had passed through 
the Heads of Departments. The topic was great | the Senate last session, and been rejected in that 
and important, and the House, before they rise, | House. The communication translated into plain 
must examine in general into the situation of the | language amounted to this: “The Senate last ses- 
Southwestern fronticr, and our terms with the Tn- | sion had more wisdom than this House, and it is 
dians. Mr. M. said that the Delegate from the | proper for this Jouse to reconsider its proceedings, 
Southwestern Territory [Mr. Warre,] would certain- | and improve by the superior wisdom of the Senate.” 
ly be glad to obtain the information conveyed in | Due respect should, however be paid to the Mes- 
this paper. If any gentleman would point out any | sage of the Prestoent. It ought to be taken into 
other way by which the House could, without ab- | consideration, and Mr. M. was not willing to cast 
surdity, get from the Presmeyt the information | obstructions in its way, or to make needless objec- 
contained in this letter, Mr. M. should be willing to | tions. 
adopt it. Mr Dayrown said, that he was for referring the 
Mr. Boupinor was entirely satisfied both as to | Report of the Secretary at War, with the Prest- 
the propriety of the matter contained in the Letter | prunt's Message to the Committee of the Whole, 
of the Secretary, and as to the manner in which ! and that consequently he was against striking out 
it had been introduced into that Ponse. That the | the words which expressed that intenlion. Tf, by 
Pacswenr had a right to consult the Heads of: omitting to take any notice of the Report of the 
Departments, there conld be no kind of doubt. Secretary, it was meant to reject the information on 
Mr. Bountnor then read the following passage | account of the source frem which it came, it ar- 
from the Constitntion: “The Presipext shall be | gued such a degree of jealousy and distrust as ap- 
Commander-in-cbief of the Army and Navy of the | peared both unreasonable and unconstitutional. If, 
United States, and of the militia of the several | on the contrary, the object was not so much to 
States. He may require the opinion, in writing, of | reject it, as by the manner of referring the Mes- 
the principal officer in each of the Executive De- | sage, to convey any reproof or disrespect towards 
partments, upon any subject relating to the dutics | the late Secretary of War, Mr. D. should be still 
of their respective offices.” Mr. B. defended the | more decidedly averse to the modification propos- 
Message in all its circumstances, and in the most | ed. He lamented itas an unhappy circumstance 
pointed terms. It was perfectly proper, and pecu- | for this country, that the gentleman who was lately 
liarly so at this time. By the Constitution, and by | the Iead of the War Department had thought pro- 
the rules and practice of the louse, the Present | per to resign. That gentleman had executed the 
had a right to offer his advice regarding Legisla- | complicated and important duties of his office with 
tive acta. zeal, fidelity, and ability, and ought lo be protect- 
Mr. W. Suit had scen much needless jealousy | ed from any proposition or remark which glanced 
in che louse towards Heads of Departments ; and | unfavorably at him, or might wound his feelings 
the present he thought a refinement on that side. | at the moment of his leaving us. Mr. D. then ad- 
There had been two objections to the communica- | duced the Report of the Secretary of War in 1790, 
tion from the Secretary of War, the one as to the | to the Presipent, on the subject of the M Ilia sys- 
matter, and the other as to the manner in which it! tem, as a striking precedent. The Secretary there 
was introduced to the House; as to the latter, it | informed the Pkestpent, that he had submitted 
was said to have been obtruded unasked. In this | to hima plan for the arrangement of the Militia. 
last objection Mr. S. saw nothing. He read a pre- | The Presipenr sent a Message with the plan to 
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the House of Representatives. What were the 
steps then taken in that parallel case? Was 
the Message then alone referred as it is now 
proposed by some gentlemen? ‘The Journals, on 
the contrary, prove, that the Message and plan 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole. It 
was possible, Mr. D. added, that the present Con- 
gress might deem theniselves wiser than their pre- 
decessors. It was possible that many might think 
it safest to shut their ears against all kinds of in- 
formation from the Heads of Departments, or even 
from the Presipent himself. ‘There might be 
some who would be willing to free the House of 
Representatives from certain obligations, or shack- 
les under which the Coustitution placed them, 
by tearing out a leaf from that instrument, but he 
ventured to say that it was too soon yet to at- 
tempt it. 

Mr. Smitiz complained of the style of the memo- 
rial from the Secretary of War, and, as a specimen, 
he read the following passage: 

“It is a melancholy reflection that our modes of po- 
pulation hava been more destructive to the Indian na- 
tives than the conduct of the conquerors of Mexico and 
Peru. T'he evidence of this is the utler extirpation of 
nearly all the Indians in the most populous parts of the 
Union. A future historian may mark the causes of this 
destruction of the human race in sable colors. Although 
the present Government of the United States cannot 
with propriety be involved in the opprobrium, yet it 
scems necessary however, in order to render their atten- 
tion upon this subject strongly characteristic of therr 
justice, that some powerful altempts should be made to 
ae the frontiers, particularly those South of the 

Lig.’ 

In reading the above extract, Mr. M. went no 
farther than to the words sable colors. Mr. S. 
Situ desired that he should read on, that the 
House might hear that no insinuation was intend- 
‘ed, as if the present Government of the United 
States had countenanced such ravages. Mr. Ssure 
said, that he knew what came after, bnt who 
would compare the first settlers of North America 
to the Spaniards, who destroyed in their mines 
thousands and millions of the Indians, and whose 
memory had been consigned to the execration of 
centuries ? 

Mr. Antes rose. Just when he had begun speak- 
ing, there caine ina Message from the Paesmenr 
by his Secretary. On this, Mr. A. observed, that 
perhaps, while gentlemen were now speaking 
there might have arisen a new subject of dispute. 
Perhaps by the new doctrine, we should reject all 
communications from that quarter. The Message 
having been delivered, Mr. A. went on to remark, 
that turning loose the American militia to guard 
tho Southwestern frontier, was a system of slaugh- 
tor, of desolation. Tt was to make a Potter's field 
an hundred thousand miles in extent! It was a 
system to waste the blood of the white man, and to 
extirpate the Indians, The militia were not the 
people to prevent those kind of injuries against the 
Indians which were the cause of hostilities. But 
gentlemen who were now so delicate as to the style 
of memorials, would do well, if they extended that 
delicacy to other memorials which had been pre- 


sented to that House, and referred by the consent 
of those very members to select committees. Pa- 
pers had been offered to that [Touse, wherein its 
conduct hal been criminated and reprobated in 
the most unqualified language of detestation. Yet 
gentlemen, on some of these occasions, showed no 
resentment. Mr. A. ridiculed the idea of the pre- 
sent motion as introducing a new and dangerous 
precedent. The opposilion lo it came exactly un- 
der that description, for it was a direct atlack upon 
the principles of the Constitution. 

Mr. Frrzsrroxs approved of the motion. It 
had been asked if the PresipenT was responsible 
for the contents of this Report from the Secretary 
of Wart Mr. F. did not think so; but if he had 
not communicated it, the member would have 
thought him responsible for the omission. The 
Presipenr had a right to ask advice from the 
Heads of the Departments. Mr. F. never knew a 
Message from the Presioenr which required a 
reference, that had been refused it. As a matter 
of course, as a matter of right, it ought to be re- 
ferred. i 

Mr. Murray rose and read that passage in the 
Report of the Secretary, which Mr. S. Sara had 
desired Mr. Smile to read, and which he had not 
read. [They are inserted both together at full length 
as above. | 

Mr. Nicuotas moved an amendment, and which 
was seconded for striking out the latter part of the 
resolution proposed by Mr. Murray. ‘This made 
it merely a reference of the Message from the Pre- 
sinent to the Committee of the Whole, and omit- 
ted all notice whatever of the report from the Sc- 
cretary of War. 

Mr. Sevewicx really thought this a squeamish- 
ness for which he saw no manner of foundation. 

Mr. Gives arose.—IIe said that a gentleman 
(rom Massachusetts had asserted that some mem- 
bors considered the whole Constitution as entirely 
in this Ifouse. This imputation was a thing of so 
serious a nature, that Mr. G. wished the gentleman 
to point out the person to whom he alluded. If it 
respected Mr. G. himself the assertion was unfound- 
ed. It was not truc. Ie had the highest respect 
for every branch of the Constitution. This was a 
charge frequently made by one side of the House. 
Gentlemen had called the contents of this paper 
information. lIe saw in it nothing but what the 
House knew without the assistance of the Secre- 
lary. He considered the report as an effort upon 
the opinion of this House, as an attack upon its in- 
dependence, and that in a very indelicate way. Ie 
thought the report in all respects unworthy of the 
notice of the House. He hoped that this paper 
would not be committed, but that the Message of 
the Presipenr would be so. 

[The passage in the report repeatedly referred to 
as having been borrowed from a bill passed in the 
Senate, last session, is in these words: 

“That all persons who shall be assembled, or embo- 
died in arms, on any lands belonging to Indians, out of 
the ordinary jurisdiction of any State, or of the Tei rito- 
ry South of the Ohio, fur the pui pose of warring against 
the Indians, or committing depredations upon any In 
dian town, or persons, or property, shall thereby become 
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liable and subject to the rules and articles of war, 
which are or shal} be established for the government 
of the truops of the United States.” 

This was a section of a bill which the Senate 
passed the last session, entitled “An act for the 
more effectual protection of the Southwestern 
frontiers,” but it was disagreed to by the House ] 

Mr. Kitrera considered this as entirely a dis- 
pate about words, or plainly about nothing at all. 
Gentlemen from Virginia were more jealous of 
the Executive than even the Constitution itself. 
Mr. K was satistied that the Prestpeni had aright | 
to interfere in the Legislative proceedings with 
his opinion and advice. There was neither prin- i 
ciple nor precedent for the amendment of Mr. | 
Nicnonas. The dispute was merely about words, 
because if the Message, of the PRESIDENT was re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole, the report in 
‘question would, in any case, bo referred along with 
iM. 

Mr. Ames rose again to make some remarks ou 
the danger of extending too far the privileges of 
the Tfouse of Representatives over the other 
Touse. The moment thet this House is turned 
into a Convention, there is an end of liberty. As 
to impropriety and indelicacy of style, he could 
wish that the cognizance of members might extend 
to memorials addressed to the House, that we may 
not have addresses disrespcetful to it. Tle entire- 
ly vindicated the conduct of the Present as to 
this matter, and saw a peculiar propriety in his! 
having made the communication at present on the | 
table. 

The question was Joudly called for; but Mr. 
Nicnoras rose in reply to Mr. Ames. Would any 
man call this a communication from the Exeen- 
tive? «Mr. Ames spoke a few words in a low tone 
ofvoice. Mr. N. proceeded, “The gentleman pre- į 
variates.” “1 prevaricate, sir!” rejoined Mr. A.l 
Mr. N. said, that at best he went off from the 
point. As to the precedent produced by Mr. W. 
Sara, it was quite inapplicable. It bore no re- 
semblance or connexion to the one before the House. 
The other adduced by Mr. Dayron was, he ad- 
mitted, in point. But that gentleman would admit 
that it oceurred in the infancy of the Constitution, 
which was an excuse for it. He hoped that the 
amendment would go through. 

Mr. Tracy quoled something which Mr. Nicuo- 
nas had said, That gentleman immediately an- 
swered, that he had been misquoted. I know, 
snid Mr. Tracy, as well as that gentleman, what 
he sail. Mr. Nichotas got up a second time, and 
repeated what he affirmed were the words which 
he had really spoken. He did not say so before, 
said Mr. Tracy, but Fam content that he should 
say so now. I only beg that he may not interrupt 
me. As to the motion for striking out one-half 
of the resolution, Mr. Tracy looked upon it as out 
of all propriety. ‘The Prestpexr had sent a let- 
ter of two lines, enclosing a report from the Se- 
erelary of War. To refer the former without the 
Jatter, would be like referring to any person the 
superscriplion of a letter, but adding, at the same 
time, you must not look at the iuside of it. Mr. 
T. did not care frum whom the report came. 


Tf it contained useful information, that was all he 
wanted to know. And, supposing it had been 
sent from a Democratie society, that of itself 
would with Mr. T. be no reason to refuse it a re- 
ferenee. He then observed how much more de- 
ference had been paid by that House to Demo- 
cratie societies than was now paid by some pen- 
tlemen to the Present. Much care had been 
taken that a vote of censure should not be passed 
on them. It looked as if gentlemen wanted to 
grasp all power within this body. The amend- 
ment was wrong in point both of principle and 
practice. To refer a mere superscription, (for 
the letter of the Prestpenr was nothing more,) 
would look strange enough. The resolution, us 
amended, was in a state of hostility with common 
sense. 

Mr. Lyman was in favor of the amendment for 
striking out the words in the Jatter part of the 
motion. Ie thought it improper to refer to a 
Comnnitive of the Whole House the report of the 
late Seerclary of War, because ib was of an am- 
phibious nature. Tt was nota mere official state- 
ment of supposed facts, but the reasoning on these 
facts. He was sensible that precedents could be 
found on the Journals, which sanctioned a com- 
mitment of similar reports; but, for his part, he 
had ever thought the practice improper, and he 
must meet the question as it appeared to him. He 
said, that the Constitution authorized the Prest- 
DENT OF THE Unrrep Starus, vay, it made it a 
duty incumbent on him, to give information, from 
lime to time, of the state of the Union. He was 
also equally required to suggest, for the considera- 
tion of the House, whatever he thought expedi- 
ent; bul there was a most material difference be- 
tween communicating information, and argument 
or inferences deduced from it. The official in- 
formation would always, without doubt, be re- 
ports from the diflereut Departments, and, there- 
fore, would have the eredit and weight which was 
due to it; but whenever plans or arguments were 
communieated, they should have the responsibili- 
ty attached to the signature of the PRESIDENT. 
What was the case in the present instance? Had 
the Exevulive avowed the plan of the Secretary 
of War, or his reasoning? Te was persuaded, 
from the communication itself, that the PRESI- 
DENT did not at all espouse the report as his own 
wishes or opinion; for there was nothing in the 
Message implying that the report had been official- 
ly required, or that any one sentiment was from 
the high authorify of the Executive. As to the 
Secretary of War, Mr. L. had a respect for him, 
and believed that lhe had discharged the duties of 
hig ofice with ability and fidelity, but it implied 
no censure to decline hearing his arguments. All 
that the House wanted was facts and information. 
They were fully competent to the suitable deduc- 
tions. As to the observation of his colleague, that 
the House were abridging the powers of the Exe- 
cutive, if was so far from being the case, they were 
only reclaiming what had been remitted and dis- 
used; and he had no fears that they would abuse 
it. 

Mr. Hittgevuse thought that gentlemen were 
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spending time in a very trifling way. ft is the 
duty of the Honse to hear information from every 
quarter. He was against the amendment. 


Mr. J. Wavswortim said, that some gentlemen j 


had been offended at the comparison in the re- 
port between the North American settlers and the 
Spiniuds. Mr. W. remarked, that if gentlemen 
would look into two historians, the one of Virgi- 
nia and the other of New Engtand, they would 
see bad enough work. If the Spaniards, or any 
other nation in history, had acted worse, he was 
much at a loss to comprehend what their proceed 
ings could have beeu. As to Pennsylvania, much 
had been said of the purchases from the Indians 
of their lands; but where was the difference be- 
tween shooting an Indian and eatching him ina 
trap? And, as to the conduct of the Pennsylva- 
nians, when they drove the Indians back to Pilts- 
burgh, that was sufficiently cruel. We have mur- 
dered them from the beginning, said Mr. W. As 
to the question on the amendment, he knew per- 
fectly well that the Presment had acted exacily 
conformable both to the Constitution and the 
practice of the House. To refuse committing the 
report of the Secretary along with the Message, 
would be an affront, not to the Secretary, but to 
the PRESIDENT. 

Mr, Mantsoy looked upon the expression, as to 
the Spiniards, as being extremely exceptionable. 
It had escaped, perhaps, inadvertently. The Se- 
eretury would not have used it ina report to the 
House, nor would the Prestpest have employed 
it, as from himself, in any Message to the House. 
Mr. M. was for the amendment. It was natural 
enough that the Secretary, when communicating 
his seniiments in a private manner, should make 
use of illustrations for enforcing his opinion that he 
would not have adopted in an official paper, 

Mr. Page was persuaded that the Report from 
the Secretary of War contained nothing new, or, 
if new, nothing which may not as well be used 
when in the hands of members, as when in those 
ofa Committee of the Whole. If the amendment, 
had been to throw the Message under the table, 
more warmth could notn have been shown, in 
charging the opposers of the motion for reference 
to a Committee of the Whole with indecency to 
the Prestornr, and with a design at usurpation 
of his power, &e. It is said, that a jetlousy has 
been betrayed by some members of an eneroach- 
ment on the privileges of this House. Surely, a 
most unnecessary and unreasonable suspicion has 
also been beteayed by others, of a design in the 
gentlemen who supported the motion of Mr. Nr- 
CHuLAS. Lo encroach on the powers of the Exeen- 
tive. Expressions have been used not consistent 
with decency and order. Gentlemen have been 
charged with a fuctious spirit, favoring indecent 
remoustrances, and with slighting and treating 
coutemptuously the Message from the PRESIDENT. 
Some members have, at another time, been charved 
wilh speaking, uot to the House, but to their cou- 
stituents, in order to gain their voles al an ap- 
proaching election. Mr. P. said, that his respect 
for the Government, and for the PRESIDENT, was 
equal to that of any man in the House. He was 


far from wishing to reflect on the late Secretary 
of War. Mr. P. had never, by any vote, censured 
j his conduct, and he entertained no wish for his 
resignation. But he was at liberty to think the 
report given to the Preswrnr wrong, the com- 
munication of it to the Honse as unnecessary, and 
even if necessary, as sufficiently acted npon when 
! printed and put into the hands of the members. 
l Ife might have no doubt respecting the Constitu- 
tionality of the Messaze from the Presipent, or 
of the report of the Secretary to him. lie might 
require no precedents from the Journals to prove 
that the motion for referring that Message was 
perfectly in order. But ho might doubt whether 
the substance of the report was of such a nature 
: to require the consideration of the Committee 
of the Whole. He might also doubt whether the 
report was of sufficient importance to require the 
most mature consideration. There might be cir- 
cuuistances attending the manner of its introduc. 
tion, as some members allege that there were, 
which render the report improper to be referred 
to a Committee of the Whole, It would be a 
precedent for referring every Message, and that 


would be attended with unnecessary delay. It 
will be paying a superfluous compliment. If the 


information came from the poorest citizen, and was 
sufficiently important, he would refer it, but though 
it came from the Presipent or Senate, and con- 
tained nothing whieh, ia bis opinion, required a 
commitment, he should vote against it. Mr. P. 
was for the amendment of Mr. NICHOLAS. 

Mr. S. Smita remarked, that the principal ob- 
jection made by the gentleman who spoke last, 
[Mr. Pace.] to the commitinent of the report was, 
that it contains nothing new. The observation 
will apply with equal justness to a great part of 
what has been said on the subject before the 
House. He wished, therefore, that the question 
might be immediately taken. 

‘The amendment was negatived without a divi- 
sion, but by a very great majority. ‘he motion, as 
it originally stood, was then put and curried, 


Tuespay, January 13. 


A memorial of Arthur St. Clair, late a Major 
General in the Army of the United States, in behalf 
of himself and his son, Daniel St. Clair, an officer 
in the same Army, was presented to the House and 
reid, praying that the loeations which they have 
made of the respective proportions of land due for 
their military services during the late war, in one 
of the ranges of townships on the river Ohio, may 
be confirmed to them, and grants issued fur the 
same. 

Also, the memorials and petitions of sundry of- 
ficers and soldiers of the late Ariny of the United 

i States, whose names are thereunto subscribed, of 
Simuel Brady, of Absalom Martin, and of Dudley 
Woodbridge, to the sane effect. 

Ordered, That the said memorials and petitions 
| be referred to Mr. Harrusy, Mr. Greenup, and 
| Mr. Perec Wansworrn; that they do examine the 
matter thereof, and report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House. 
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A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill entitled “ An 
act to amend the act, entitled {An act to establish 
the Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States ;’” to which they desire the concurrence of 
this Flouse. 

The said bill was then read twice and com- 
mitted. 

The ITouse proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the memorial 
of John Field, Jesse and Robert Waln, and [arts 
horne, Large, and Company, which Jay on the 
table: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That John Ficld, and the other owners 
of the ship Pigou, be authorized to export in the said 
ship a quantity of lead imported in the same ship 
in the month of last; and that the Collector 
of the Distiict of Pennsylvania be authorized to 
grant a clearance for the same. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills Le brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Frrz- 
simons, Mr. Goopicr, and Mr. Rururrrory, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Winitiaa Sumu, from the committee ap- 
pointed to inquire and report whether any, and 
what altcrations ought to be made in the act im- 
posing duties on snuff manufactured within the 
United States, and to whom was referred the me- 
morial of the sugar refiners of the city of Phi- 
a a made a report; which was read, as fol- 
ows: 


“That in the opinion of the committee, there is not 
eufficient experience of the utility of the acts imposing 
duties on snuff and vefined sugar, to recommend a con 
tinuance of the said acts beyond the period to which 
they are at present limited. With respect to the act 
laying duties on snuff, the committee recommend an 
immediate alteration of the mode of collecting the 
duties, by laying the same on the mortar. They, there- 
fore submit the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare 
and bring ima bill to amend the act laying duties upon 
manufactured snuff, and to alter the mode of imposing 
the said dutiea by imposing the same on the mortar.” 


The said report being again read, 

Ordered, That so much thercof as relates to the 
discontinuance of the act “ for laying certain duties 
upon snuff and refined sugar,” beyond the period 
to which it is at present limited. be committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House to whom is 
committed the report of the committee appointed to 
prepare and report a plan for the reduction of the 
Public Debt. “ 

Ordered, That such other parts of the said re- 
port as relate to an immediate alteration of the 
mode of collecting the duties on snuff manufac- 
tured within the United States, be committed to a 
Committee of the Whole Honse to-morrow. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom were referred the laws of the Territory of 
the United States Northwest of the river Ohio, 
passed the Ist day of August, 1792, which was 
made to this House on the 24th day of May last, 
be committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
to-morrow. 


a et 


PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS. 

The Ilouse went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the means of promulgating the laws, 
Mr. Cops in the Chair. A great varicty of plans 
were proposed, but none that seemed to meet the 
gencral sense of the House. It was admitted that 
the same mode of distributing the laws which 
would answer extremely well for one part of tho 
country would not at al) suit for some others. To 
give the copies to be disposed of by the State Le- 
gislatures, was recommended “by some members, 
Mr. Banpwin observed, that this would not an- 
swer for Georgia. The books would be landed at 
the distance of two hundred miles from the town 
where the Assembly meets. They are carried 
across the country to that place, instead of being 
distributed in the countics through which they 
pass. When they arrive at the seat of Govern- 
ment the Assembly have risen, and probably will 
not sit again for six or nine months to come. 
Mr. BaLpwin said, that rather than see the beart- 
barnng which had existed among the people of 
Georgia for the last six years, from ignorance of 
the laws, he would pay a part of the expense of 
distributing them himself. Mr. B. knew one way 
by which the Secretary of State might distribute 
the copies of the laws very effectually in the 
State of Georgia. This was by intrusting them to 
the member himself. He was better acquainted 
than most pcople with the places in Georgia to 
which these books ought to be sent, and the per- 
sons to whom they ought to be given. He was 
ready to take the whole business on himself. Mr. 
Hmuuovse, who rose sometime after, had no 
doubt that gentlemen might find it extremely con- 
venient to bave the edition of the laws entirely at 
their private disposal. Jle had no objections, 
however, to this scheme. 

Mr. Pace wished not only that the laws might 
have heen printed, but that everything else which 
passed in that House, and every word which was 
spoken, might be accurately taken down by a 
short-hand writer employed for that purpose by 
the public, and the whole printed and distributed. 
The people would then be able to judge exactly 
of the conduct and character of those whom they 
chose to represent them. 

After much miscellaneous conversation it was 
moved that the Committee should rise, the Chair- 
man reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
The motion was negatived—ayes £1, noes 42. The 
same motion was again made, some time after, and 
agreed to. But the motion for leave to sit again 
was negatived. 

Jt was then moved by Mr. W. Smrru that a 
committee consisting of a member from each 
State in the Union should confer on this subject. 
This was agreed to; and on the motion of Mr. 
Vans Murray, Mr. Wirre, the member from 
the Southwestern Territory, was added to the 
number. 


Wenyespar, January 14. 


A memorial of Parker, Hopkins, and Meers, of 
the town of Savannah, in the State of Georgia 
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was presented to the House and read, praying the 
aid and patronage of Congress to enable them to 
complete a work which they have undertaken for 
the purpose of making an accurate survey of the 
sea coast and inland navigation of the States of 
South Carolina and Georgia. 

Ordered, That the said memorial do lie on the 
table. 

A memorial of George Latimer and others, 
merchants, of the city of Philadelphia, was pre- 
sented to the Ifousc and read, praying that they 
may be allowed the drawback of the duties on a 
quantity of sugar and coffee imported by the me- 
morialists in the port of Newbern, North Carolina, 
and thence brought lo the port of Philadelphia, 
from which they are desirous of exporting them to 
a foreign port. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Firzsimoxs, Mr. Goonuue, and Mr. EDWARDS; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole louse on the memorial of Thomas 
Dannery ; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
suid report under consideration, and come to a rc- 
solution thereupon; which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Lesotved, Thal the prayer of the said memorial 
is reasonable, and that the tonnage duties on the 
vessels therein mentioned be remitted. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Sacer 
Sar, Mr. Lyway, and Mr. Vay CortLaxpt, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

On motion of Mr. Frrzsimoss, 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to re- 
port. a plan for perfecting a road between the 
Southern and Eastern States, the expenses where- 
of be defrayed out of the revenue of the Post 
Office; and that Mr. Firzsmioys, Mr. Cates, Mr. 
Murray, Mr. Jeremran Wansworrn, Mr. Barowry, 
Mr. Drarnory, and Mr. M'Dowerr, be the said 
committee. 

Mr. Virzstwons, from the commitlee appointed, 
presented a bill to authorize the exportation of a 
quantity of lead, in the ship Pigon, to China; 
which was read twice, and ordered to be engrosscd, 
and read the third time to-morrow. 

A message from tie Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed n bill entitled “ An 
act in addition to the act, entitled ‘An act to re- 
gulate the pay of the non commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privales of the Militia of the 
United States, when called into actual service, 
and for other purposes ;’” to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Dextre, from the committee to whom was 
referred so much of the Message from the Prest 
DENT oF THE Uniten States, of the 8th instant, 
as relates to the letter from the Judge of the Dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania respecting certain interrup- 
tions in the judicial proceedings of that District, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 


PURVEYOR OF PUBLIC SUPPLIES, 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “ An act to establish the office of Purveyor 
of Public Supplies.” 

Mr. Carnes wished to have some evidenee that 
there was occasion for a Parveyor of Publie Sup- 
plies, with so large a salary ; otherwise, he should 
think himself obliged to vote against the pro- 
posal. 

Mr, Senawrcr, when the bill was first brought 
in, had approved of it in his own mind, and on 
conversing with the Secretary of the Treasury, 
he learned, as the opinion of that gentleman, that 
it was an extremely economical and very neces- 
sary thing. 

Mr. B. Bourne said, that there had been a Mosg- 
sage on this subject from the Prrsmervet, on the 
11th of December last. This was accordingly read. 
It had enclosed a memorial from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, on this establishment, which was 
also read. 

Mr. Vrnantr moved to alter one part of the 
bill. Tnstead of saying “under the direction and 
supervision of the Secretary of the Treasury,” he 
thought it better to say under the direction of the 

i Secretary of War. 
| partment. 

Mr. Nrisrer seconded this motion. 

Mr, Firzstuoxs thought the superintendence bet- 
ter as it stood. 

Mr. Parker moved to strike out the first clause 
of the bill, Ie had objections both to the bill it- 

! self and to the amendment suggested by the wen- 
Ueman at his left hand. IIe thought that a Naval 
Agent should be appointed, and be responsible to 
the Preswenr only. 

Mr. Canyes thought the House had as yet too 
little information to decide whether the establish- 
ment was necessary or not. Ue believed that he 
should be disposed to vote with Mr, Parker, and 
then for a comunittee to inquire into the matter. 

Mr. Supewrek wished that the gentleman would 
nol then begin by destroying the bill. 

Mr. Cannes had no such design. Te moved, 
therefore, that the Committee should rise, report 
progress, and ask leave to sit again. This was ac- 
cordingly done. But leave was not granted. The 
subject was referred to a select committee. 


PUBLIC DEBT, 


The louse again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole [House on the report of the com- 
nuttee appointed lo prepare and report a plan for 
the reduction of the Public Debt. 

The report haying been read by the Clerk, Mr. 
W. Ssuru moved that certain duties therein 
named should be continued, not to 1891, as pro- 
posed in the report of the committee, but that this 
term should be struck out, and the duties con- 
tinued till other taxes could be instituted for dis- 
charging the Public Debt. 

Mr. Nicwonas said, that since the report had 
been made, a committee had been appointed to 
take into consideration the complaints of the sugar 
and snuff manufacturers, and it was now proposed 


The supplies were for that De- 
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to make an alteration in the mode of levying the 
excise on snuff and sugar. Mr. N. had been one 
of the committee. Evidence had been adduced 
that the manufacture of snuff was stopped alto- 
gether, from the impossibility of carrying it on 
under the present system of excise. There had 
been no rise in the price of refined sugar, yet it 
could not be gold. It laid on the hands of the 
manufacturers. 

Mr. S. Smr opposed the motion for striking 
out that part of the report which continued these 
duties to the year 1801. It had proved extremely 
injurious to the manufacture. This amendment 
would perpetuate the law, which was, he hoped, 
contrary to the design of the gentleman who 
moved il. The houses where manufactures had 
been carried on were shut up. We had not, in- 
deed, obtained any information from the officers 
of the excise, as ought to have been done, in order 
tq learn whether it was possible to collect the ex- 
cise in this mode or not. Yet, in the face of the 
evidence of the manufacturers, and without any 
authority to contradict them, we are going to per- 
petnate the excise. As to the duty of two cents, 
it has been proved that this is paid by the manu- 
facturer only, and thal he cannot lay it on his cus- 
tomers, Willany gentlemen propose to perpetuate 
a law, which is to perpetuate the destruction of a 
manufacture? The sugar bakers of Philadelphia 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the majority of 
the committce that this would be the case. People 
who now buy loaf sugar, would then buy brown 
sugar—which ends the affair. 

Mr. McDoweLL would rather vote for the re- 
peal altogether, than for the proposed amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Sucrnurye said, that, during last session, 
when the excises in question were imposed, much 
had been said of the impropricty of laying such 
taxes cn the manufactures of this country. Tn 
reply, it had been asserted, in the most positive 
style, that the impost duties would fall infinitely 
short, and there was even a kind of stigma at- 
tempted to be cast on gentlemen who objected to 
the laying on of these duties, or who doubted that 
the revenue would fall short. At present we 
have accounts from all quarters, of the ruinous 
conseqnences of these excises. The impost, in- 
stead of falling short, has been higher than it 
ever was before. The alleged cause why the new 
taxes were laid, has proved to be without founda 
tion. This, in itself, is an adequate reason why 
they ought to be repealed. But there is a second 
reason, viz: the destructive nature of the taxes 
themselves. 

Mr. Frrzsttons would not allow thai any rc- 
venue law could have iis effects fairly tried in 
one or two years. Ie could not admit that the 
sugar duty would fall on the manufacturer. Le 
would ask any member of the committee, whether 
the effects of this tax could be fully understood in 


three or four months; for that, be believed, was ! 
the time during which they bad been in effectual , 


operation? As to the quantity of sugar on hand, 
it nay be supposed that when a duty was to be 
laid on, large quantities would be bought up be- 


, forehand. Jt had also been reported—but he did 
not pretend to warrant the truth of the report— 
that there had been a suspension of buying, in ex- 
pectation that the duty would be taheu off. The 
sugar bakers had the market entirely in their own 
hands, and he did not believe that the people of 
Amcrica would want refined sugar for the differ- 
ence of two cents in a pound. Ile was entirely 
against any sudden and unadvised repeal. 

Mr. Goopuve did not admit that the tax fell on 
the manufacturer alone. The merchant, who paid 
an impost on imported goods, might as well say 
that he paid the impost out of his own pocket. 
He could not affirm, but he thoroughly believed, 

{that as much refined sugar was consumed in the 
country, xt this hour, as when the duty was first 
laid. But the way to save the manufacturers was, 
to Jay another duty upon sugar unrefined. The 
fatter would then be raised equally with the former, 
and as very little refined sugar is imported, the 
American sugar bakers would have a complete 
monopoly. In reply to Mr. Suerpurne, about the 
impost, he inquired whether we were afraid of hav- 
ing too much money? It was proper to pay off the 
Public Debt, and for this purpose it was necessary 
to collect as much moncy as could be had in a pro- 
per way. The manufacturers of whiskey had al- 
leged that they were much injured by the excise, 
Mr. G. believed the fact to be otherwise. 

Mr. Finpuey confined himself to the propricty 
of extending the; limitation of excises on snuff, 
sugar, &e. He said that they had been opposed 
last session on principle, as laying improper re- 
strictions on the manufacturers, discouraging tha 
fair trader, and extending a precedent that would 
eventually lead to levying excises on all manufac- 
tures; but when the limitation for two years was 
introduced, as an accommodation, the opposition 
was so far given np as that the yeas and nays 
were not. called; therefore, it was enacted as a law 
of experiment. He complained that now, before 
the experiment was made, the limitation was 
attempted to be exlended. He said that the limit- 
ation was a pledge of the faith of Government to 
the public, that the law wonld not be extended till 
experience of its utility and productiveness would 
justify the measure. He asked where was the re- 
port from the Treasury, informing us what was tho 
product of these revenues? There was none, But 
from the manufacturers there was information. 
They had made it appear to the committee, that 
the snuff excise, as it stood, was impracticable, cx- 
ecpt as to hand-mills, which never could be pro- 
ductive, and might be wrought in secret and clude 
the tax, and that the consumption of loaf sugar was 
greatly decreased. Ie expected that the snuff law 
would be rendered practicable. Ile did uot urge 
that either of them should be repealed now; he 

only wished that the faith of Government, enacting 

the limitation, should be supported. He hoped that 
| his disposilion to discharge the Public Debt would 
not be tested by his refusing to extend the limit- 
ation, He would discover, on a proper occasion, 
that he was very willing to pay the Debt, by open- 
ing resources of a more general and productive 
kind. He was not for delaying that business, by 
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depending on small and uncertain excises upon and, whenever a ehinge was proposed, the conve- 
manufactures, which for every forty or fifty tbou- | niences and inconveniences shonkl be duly con- 
sand dollars they would produce, would raise a | sidered, To these taxes, generally, it was ouject- 


new and separate host of difficulties. It was time 
enough to extend the limitation, when it shall be 
known what amount is produced, and how it will 
affect the manufacturer. 

Mr. Dayton was in favor of continuing the 
sugar excise till the year 1891. 


ed, that they had not the test of experience. The 
same was also true of any substitute which might 
be proposed, excepting direct taxes. le hoped, in 
the progress of this discussion, to find gentleurert 
sincere. Respecting direct taxes, it was nut his in- 


IIe said that two | tention to speak particularly ; he could uot, how- 


arguments, inconsistent with each other, were | ever, omit to declare, thal, in his opinion, there 


offered against it. 


One was, that the sugar bakers | was not one gentleman belonging to the Legisla- 


would be forced to pay the excise themselves, ' ture who supposed there was even a possibility, 


which would end in destroying thew trade. The 
other was, that the advanced price of sugar had 


that they could be received as a substitute for 
those immediately under consideration; for, al- 


driven their customers to the use of unrefined ‘ though there might be individuals within the 


sugar. Both accounts could not be true. If the 


Jouse, and districts of country, who approved, or 


manufacturer paid the duty out of his former pro- | alfeeted to approve, direct taxes, as the means of 


fits, the price was not advanced. If he advanced 
the price on his customer, he did not pay the price 
out of his own pocket. He would Icave gentlemen 
to take whichever side of the question they pleased. 
But he did not think it proper that they should oc- 
cupy a double ground. In one particular passage, 
he was not sure that he understood Mr. S. Sara, 
who explained. 

Mr. Seoewier said, he rose particularly to rc- 
quest that his friend [Mr. W. Swrra] would with- 
draw his motion, for continuing tie taxes laid last 
session, beyond the year 1801; not because he 
himself should not prefer a longer continnanee, 
but because he had understood that time had been 
agreed on by the select committee, as a matter of 
compromise. Mr. S. said, as ho was now up, al- 
though he had no intention of speaking fully to 
the subject, he would submit a few cursory re- 
marks. Ie had expected, when he recollected 
what gentlemen had formerly said on the subject 
of the Debt—when he called to mind the public 
opinion, which he believed no member of the 
Committee mistook, he had expccted an unusual 
degree of unanimity in the attempt honestly to 
provide a Sinking Fund. As we progressed in 
our deliberations, hu yet entertained a hope that 
his expectations would not be disappointed. If 
the Coumittee be determined, in earnest, to adopt 
the means of reducing the Public Debt, taxes ade- 
quate not only to the proposed reduction, but to 
the necessary accruing expenses of Government, 
must bo imposed. Without the lattes, there could 
be no well-grounded confidence that the former 
would be continued. If other taxes could be sub- 
stituted, less objectionable than those under con- 
sideration, they should certainly be accepted. ‘The 
taxes contemplated were, on loaf sugar, snuff, li- 
censes for retailing spirituous liquors, sales at auc- 
tion, and carriages. Fle would not enter into a 
discussion of the merits of those taxes; he would, 
however, observe in general, that, in his opinion, 
the Legislature, in laying those taxes, had either 
wisely or accidentally hit on those subjects which 
were among the most eligible. Iu the comimence- 
inent of the operation of any tax, probably incon- 
veniences and embarrassment would be felt by 
those who were directly called upon. Certainly, 


reducing the Debt, yet, Loth here and there, they 
were such an inconsiderable minority as, in the 
opinion of all, rendered it impossible to attempt 
the expedient. If, then, direct taxes could not be 
resorted to, to offer them as the Sinking Fund, 
would certainly create doubts of sincerity. With 
regard to the taxes on snuff and loaf sugar—re- 
specting which, hitherto, the only explicit objec- 
tions had been made—they were objects of luxury, 
and, as such, properly sources of revenue. ‘They 
were domestic manufactures, it was true, but by 
our regulations all foreign competition in the sale 
of those articles was excluded, and the consumer, 
therefore, would undoubtedly be compelled to pay 
the tax. Mr. S. concluded, by again reqnesting 
Mr. Sarra to withdraw his motion, for the reason 
before given. 

Mr. W Suiva.—The House having unanimous- 
ly resolved to make provision for the reduction of 
the Debt, and the Committee being now engaged 
on that subject, gentlemen who oppose the reso- 
lation under consideration, must either show that 
the existing revenues are adequate to the object, 
or propose other revenues more suitable than those 
recommended by the report. 

No gentleman has attempted to do either; their 
arzuments have been only a repetition of censure 
of the taxes on snuff and sugar. If these taxes are 
so exceptionable, said Mr. 5., strike them out of 
the report, but do not involve in their condemna- 
lion all the other internal revenues. With respect 
to the duties on snuff and sugar, Mr. S., who had 
been on the committee, and heard all the com- 
plaints of the manufacturers, had not been con- 
vinced that they were so oppressive as was repre- 
sented; indeed, the committee had not advised 
the repeal of tnem, which they would have done, 
had they deemed them oppressive. The snuif 
manufacturers had stated, as a grievance, the mode 
of laying the duty, because it subjected them to 
unnecessary trouble, and was liable to fraud, at 
the expense of the fair dealer. ‘This the commit- 
tee had proposed to alter, and to lay the duty on 
the mortar; he believed that this commutation, 
with some other regulations which had been sug- 
gested by the manufacturers, would remove all 
their reasonable complaints, As to a duty on 


plausible objections might be made. A change of | snuff being oppressive, he could not believe it. 
subjects of taxation was itself a very great evil; ' The manufacturers had acknowledged that there 
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werconly about one thousand three hundred pouuds 
imported, and there were nearly five hundred thou- 
sand pounds consumed in the United Stales; they 
might, therefore, be said to have nearly the mo- 
nopoly of the article; the duty would consequent- 
ly be paid by the consumer. Snuff was an article 
altogether of luxury; cach individual consumed 
but a small quantity, and would not, for so trifling 
a tax, be induced to diminish his consumption. 
Were it not excised in the hands of the manufac- 
turer, it would cscape taxation altogether? if not 
manufactured here, it would be imported and pay 
the impost ; did gentlemen seriously mean that an 
article alrowcther of luxury, and paid by the con- 
sumer, who could well afford it, should not con- 
tribute something to the revenue, when salt, so 
essential a necessary of life, and many other arti- 
cles of necessity, contnbuted largely? For his 
part, he had not been able to discover what enti- 
iled it to so special an exemption. With respeet 
to the duty on manufactured sugar, many of the 
foregoing observations would apply; it was an ar 
ticle of whieh the manufacturers had the mono- 
poly, the duly would consequently be paid by the 
consumers, who were of the wealthier elass of ci- 
tizons, and could well afford it; the smallucss of 
it, bvo cents per pound, would not materially affect 
the consumption. ‘The manufacturers had iudeed 


complained to the committee that the consump- . 


tion in this city bad diminished since the imposi- 
tion of the duty; bat Mr. S. believed it was attri- 
butable to other causes, some of which were of a 
Jocal and temporary nature; one, the committec 
had been told, was the qualmishoess of some of 
the Quakers, who had discontinued the use of su 


gir; this was a local, and he fancied, would be ! 


only a temporary obstruction; other causes of the 
diminution of the sales had been stated by a gen- 
(lemau, aud were by no means aseribable to the 
duty. 


just us it would be unequal to exonerate it alto- 
wether from its share of contribution; indeed, le 
did not know two articles more proper for taxation 
than snuff aud loaf sugars Great stress, however, 
had been laid on the idea of their being domestic 
manutactures, and it had been contended, that all 
such ought to be exempt from taxation. To this 
doctrine, Mr. S. could not subscribe; for, although 
he concurred m sentiment that infant manufac 
tures required encouragement and protection, (and 
they should ever receive u as far as his voice 
went,) yet, he conceived that the poliey and wel- 
fare of this country required that JUX grown nanu- 
factures, like those of snuif and sugar, which had 
the monopoly of the supply, should be resort- 
ed to for their share of contribution, This he 
thought indixpensably necessary to supply the de 
fivicney occasioned by the stoppage of importa- 
tion, and to reach the article in the hands of the 
emsumer. Otherwise, in the event of domestic 
manufactures supplying us with many of the com- 
modities which are now imported, the duties on 
which are appropriated to the interest of the Pub- 


3p Con.—35 


Publi 


y. OF this tax, Mr. S. would remark, as he + 
had of snuff, that, while sall uud brown sugar, ! 
which were consumed in large quantities by the. 
poor, contributed to the revenue, il would be as: 


e Debt. 


| lie Debt, there would be a considerable defalea- 
tion of the revenue, and a consequent breach of 
the public faith. He acknowledged that care 
should be taken not to oppress the manufacturer 
by severe regulations or hy so high a duty as to 
lessen the consumption. But the mere objection of 
its being a domestie manufacture was not of itself 
a sufficient objection; it had not been so cousidered 
in the case of the excise on stills, and he trusted it 
would not on this occasion. So far froin its be- 
ing the prevailing sentiment at the last session,’ 
the two laws had passed both branches of the Le- 
gislature by a large majority, after hearing all that 
the manufacturers and the opponents of the tax 
could allege against it. 

No gentleman had suggested any substitute; 
a land tax had been mentioned out of doors. He 
should not now enter into a consideration of that 
species of revenue ; he would only observe on the 
extreme inequality of its operation; some States 
were sill burdened with debt to pay, for which 
they depended on a State land tax; others were 
totally clear of debt and hid no land tax; a land 
tax by Congress would impose a very meqnal 
burden and be very oppressive to some parts of the 
Union; but, admitting that such a tax should be 
resorted to, much time would clapse before it could 
go into full operation: in the mean time, let these 
revenues which now exist be continued, and when- 
ever a direct tax, or any other, shall be laid, he 
was content that these should be repealed. The 
resolution meant no more; it does not go to the 
perpetual duration of these taxes, as has been fro- 
| quently repeated: it only proposes that they shall 
t be continued in Jorce until the year 1801, or until 
some other revenues of equal value shall be sub- 
‘stituted, Now, Mr. N. said, if gentlemen were 
serious in their intention to pay off the Debt, if 
they were sincerely disposed to put an end to that 
clamor which the durability of this Debt has ex- 
cited, let them provide for its extinction by a sys- 
tematic appropriation of revenues; it was in vain 
for some gentlemen to wish the Debt discharged, 
and for others to abuse it, neither their wishes 
nor their abuse would do any good; the providing 
the money will be the best evidence of their inten- 
tions, and doing that will be considered by the 
public, who feel much anxiety on this subject, as 
the best test of our sineerity. 

Mr. SMLLIE was against the continuance of the 
taxes for so long a ume as that propused by the 
amendment. 

Mr. NIcnoLAs. in reply to Mr. GOODHUE, ob- 
served, that if two cents per pound weie added to 
the duty on unrefined sugar, this would not du any 
service to the refiner. who would siili pay as much 
more in advance for the raw muterial. As lo the 
double ground, objected to by Mr. Dayron, he 
had a satisfactory answer to that. Mr. N. pro- 
ceeded to state that the report from the select 
commiltee had not been drawn up as was intend- 
ed by the incimbers of (hat committee. 

Mr. W. Swi rose aud contradicted this asser- 
tion. lle liad been lucky enough to keep the 
copy of the muiutes uf what passed in the select 
committee; and these minutes he read. 
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Mr. NICHOLAs.—T told the gentleman that this , 
was not agreeable fo my ideas i 
Mr. Syiti could not help that. The thing had 
been put to the vate, and earticd by a wajmity. |; 
Mr. NIcHor As said, that it was ‘contrary to the | 
opinions of a majority of the comnittec, and he: 
added sume explanations how the report came to | 
be suffered to appear in its present form. | 

Mr. Frrgsivonxs rose to remind the gentleman : 
that it would be both more corrcet and more de- 
cent to confine himself to a statement of his own 
opinions, than to give those of the sclect ccom-! 
mittee. 1 

Mr. S. Smir, of Maryland, said, that he had ' 
understood the meaning of the committee to be! 
exactly as Mr. NicuoLas lad expressed it. The, 
committee would have repeals d the duties refer- 
red to altogether, if they had supposed themselves | 
to possess full enough infor mation on the subject. 
Mr. S., in reply to the remarks of Mr. W. SMITI 
of people objecting to taxes, and yet affecting to 
wish for the reduction of the Public Debt, declared | 
that he was one who wished for the payment of | 
the Debt, and, at the same time, for the repeal of 
the taxes. Iie took the ground of Mr. SITERBURNE, 
and said that the continuation of the taxes was 
unfair. They had been proposed for two years, as 
anexperiment. The experiment has been tried, » 
and all the bad consequences which had been pre- 

i 
| 


dicted by Mr. S. and others have been verified. 
Besides, the pretence for laying the taxes has 
ceased, for the impost has turned out more pro- 
ductive than ever it has been, yet now gentlemen 
insist on continuing these taxes. Tie said that this 
was a deception upon the public. But there was 
deception upon deception in the management of 
this business. There was charged in the estimate 
for 1795—which he would call an estimate of de- | 
ceptions—one million three hundred and ten thou- 
sand six hundred aud nineteen dollars, for a West- 
ern insurrection, as if we were to calculate upon 
an annual expedition lo the back countries. This 
was one deception. ‘There was another deception, 
or, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania did not 
like that word, he should call it a mistake. Mr. 
S., however, had got into a habit of conveying his 
ideas by those words most apt and signiticant for | 
expressing them. He proceeded to show, that 
though there was to be only six hundred thousand 
dollars demanded for paying the National Debt, ; 

et, that after 1795, there “would be an annual | 

alance of one million eight hundred and twenty- 
two thousand dollars on hand to discharge it. 
From this he argued that there was no necessity 
for continuing such pernicious taxes. 

Mr. S. had the honor to state last session, that 
the imposts of 1794 would not be less than those : 
of 1792. The event had justified his assertion. 
He now, as a commercial man, affirmed that they 
would equal i in 1795 what they had beeu in 1794. | 
It was probable that they would be still greater. : 
The new taxes might be continued for the two 
years mentioned in ‘the act, but no longer. What! 
when manufacturers come, with tears in their 
eyes, entrealing you not to reduce their families 
to beggary, and While, at the same time, you will 


‘incompatible with that of the excise. 


have near three times as much money in your 
hands as will pay the six hundied thousand’ dol- 
lars per annuin for the sinking of the Debt, are 
you im such circumstances to continne the tax? 
Mr. S. insisted much on the respectable characters 
of the sugar refiners of Philadelphia, who had so- 
lemnly declared that the excise w ould inevitably 
extiipate the manufacture; and he advcrtcd, at 
dificrent times, to an apparent inconsistency, as 
he scemed to consider it, on the part of Mr. Frrz- 
SIMONS, who had admitted that tho sugar ichners 
of Philadelphia were of a most respectable char- 
acter. and yet questioned the accuracy of their as- 
sertions, in a matter of which they were perfectly 
competent to judge with precision. He then tuok 
notice of some things which had dropped from a 
genilcman at his left haud, [Mr. Goopnvur,] who 
had spuken of the effect of excise on Massachusetts, 
as it was a favorite with the manufacturers. Now, 
if they can do so well'to the Eastward, said Mr, 
S., with their excises, I would be glad to know 
what the gentleman sees in me, that he thinks I 
could not do as well as they. Whatever might 
be the case in New England, Mr. S. never could 
manufacture under an eacise. He had been a 
friend to the excise on distilleries, because he had 
thought it a good measure for the country m ge- 
neral, but as to his own distillery, he had never, 
since an excise was imposed, made five shillings 
by it. As to his sugar-bakery, it would have the 
very same termination. 

The gentleman who conducted that manufac- 
ture for” him, (for he must observe, that personally 
he knew nothing about the matter,) had wrote 
him that the existence of the manufacture was 
Since the 
law passed, the refined sugar lay, like a dead let- 
ter, on the bands of the manufacturer. It had been 
said that as much refined sugar was now consumed 
as had ever been consumed in this country. ‘That 
he denied. Ele entreated gentlemen to inquire in 
their own families, and they would soon be eon- 
vinced that the consumption of refined sugar was 
greatly reduced. He expatiated on the injustice, 
tyranny, and absurdity of the system of sugar and 
snuff excise. The system was absurd, because the 
object of revenue would be destroyed. Tt was in 
the highest degree unjust and tyrannical. You 
lay an impost on foreign snuff and refined sugar: 
; gentlemen of capital then set up the manufacture, 
encouraged by your acts. To set upa snuff manu- 
factory required ten thousand dollars, and a sugar- 
bakery required ten thousand pounds. Well, you 
have got manufacturers engaged. Their capital 
is fixed; and then you come down upon them with 
an excise that destroys the whole. Mr. SMITH 
dwelt upon this idea. He did not speak in this 
way from any view to personal interests of his own, 


; but from a conviction that, in a financial light, 


such taxes never could be of any service, and would 
be most destructive to individuals, He thought it 
sufficient that the House had by one act shut up 
his distillery; they were now shutting up his sugar. 
bakery. Some time before he had done speak- 
ing, Mr. W. SMITH observed, that as it was now 
past three o’clock, it would be better for the mem- 
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ber to defer the delivery of the rest of his remart:s ! 


till to-morrow. 


“Resolved, Thal the several elauses of limitation, in 


Mr. S. Sauru, in answer, said | the acts for laying dunes and taxes on manufactured 


“that the gentleman had a very happy faculty at | sugar and snutt, on licenses for retailing wines and 


interrupting him.” 


spirituous liquors, of sales at nuction, and on carriates, 


The Committee rose, the Chairman reported be repealed, that the several aers be continued in force 


progress, and the House adjourned. 


Tuvrspay, January 15. 


An engrossed bill to authorize the exportation 


of a quantity of Jead. in the ship Pigou to China, | 


until the year 1801, and that. the moneys arising (here 

from be appropriated tu the discharge of that portion of 
the Publie Debt, which is redeemable by law, subject, 
however, to a substitution of other duties or taxes of” 
equal value to all or any of the said duties and taxes.” 


Mr. Goopuve wished to know whether il was 


was read the third time, and ordered to be recom | agreeable to the rules of the House, to take a vote 


mitted to Mr. Frrzsimoxs, Mr. Goon, and Mr. } 


Ruruerrorp, with instructions to prepare and 
bring in a bill to repeal so much of the act, passed 
at the Jast session of Congress, entitled * An act 


on cach of the articles in the resolution separately. 
Mr. W. Surma said, that as the second resolu- 
tion stood, it seemed indivisible. It would be bet- 


'ter to take a vole against any particulars that are 


prohibiting for a limited time, the exportation of | exceptionable. 


arms and ammunition, and encouraging the impor- 
tation of the same,” as prohibits the exportation of 
lead from the United States. 

The bill, sent fiom the Senate, entidled “An 
actin addition to the act, entitled * An act lo re- | 
gulate the pay of the non-commissioned ollicers, 
musicians, and privates, of the Militia of the 
United States, when called into actual service, and + 
for other purposes,” was read twice and ordered to i 
be read the third time to-morrow. 

‘The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred so much of 
the Message from the Prrsmenr or TIE UNITED 
Srates, of the Sth instant, as relates to the letter 
from the Judge of the District of Pennsylvania, | 
respecting certain interruptions in the judicial pro- ! 


Mr Tracy objected to the general Ioosencss in 
wording of the resolution. Mr. W. Smu in- 
formed him, that in a report, it was usual to pay 
less attention to the style, but when the bill ilself 
came to be drawn out, this exception would be 
removed. 

Mr. Nicnoras moved to strike out the words 
“sugar and,” from the resolution. 

Mr. Ames was for continuing them in this re- 
solution, He considered Public Credit as interest- 
ed in the continuance of these taxes, for assisting 
to clear off the pantic burdens. These two gentle- 
men last un, entered into a hind of digressive dis- 
cussion respecting wlat burdens were to be paid 
by these taxes, and what not, 

Mr, Vexapiy. ‘The question before the Louse 


ceeding of that District, which lay on the table; | is, whetner we should now interpose to continue a 


Whereupon, 

Jtegolved, That provision be made by law for 
reviving all suits and processes which were com- 
menced for the District Court of Pennsylvania, 
which by Jaw ought to have been holden on the 
tuird Monday of November last, and all suits and 
processes which were pending in the said Courl, 
and discontinued by the failure to hold the same; 
and also, all suits and processes which were pend- 
ing i any special Court of the said district, the ad- 
journment whereof had been lost by the same; and 
fur giving day to all the suits and processes afore- 
said, in the District Court next by law to be holden 
in the same district. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
guant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Dexter, 
Mr. Harroey, and Mr. [[arrrson, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

Mr. Lee, from the commitlee appointed to in- j 
quire whether any, or what, alleration is necessary | 
to be made in the Jaws respecting lost or destroyed 
certificates, made a report; which was read, and | 
ordered to lie on the table. | 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


The House, according to the order of the day, 
again resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the report of the committce 
appointed to prepare and report a plan for the re- 
duction of the Public Debt. 

The second resolution in the report was under 
consideration of the Committee, and is as follows : 


law after the end of the two years for which it 
was originally enacted? One would suppose, from 
hearing of the debate, that the motion went to 
the repeal of a law, when il is only to say, that 
after the expiration of the term for which the law 
has been enacted, it shall be no longer continued. 
A gentleman has been pleased to call the voting 
for or against this law a test of character. Sir, 
(said Mr. V.) it is a sham test. It is nota test, 
sir. The gentiemen bring forward means of dis- 
charging the Publie Debt, which we do not like, 
and then call the voting for ov against them a test 
of character. The gentleman who said this, will 
not be able to prove that itis a test of character. 
Mr. V. said, that the members of his opinion were 
ready to offer funds. The affir was as well un- 
derstood without doors, as within doors. Is it 
now necessary to continue these laws? Is it at 
present requisite to prolong the term of their 
duration ? 

Mr. ‘Tracy. —fn New York the demand for re- 
fined sugar has been greater since the tax was 
laid, than it had been before it; unrefined sugars 
are cheaper by twenty per cent. than when the 
tax was laid ou. He did not say that the tax had 
caused the augmentation of demand, but the aug- 
mentation bad not been prevented by the tax. Le 
said this on the authority of a most respectable 
manufacturer in that State, a gentleman as re- 
spectable as any sugar baker in Philadelphia, and 
this comparison placed the latter in the most re- 
spectable point of view. In the litile State where 
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Mr. Tracy lived, it had always been found, that 
shifting the kinds of taxes was hurtful. Mr. S. 
Sito had said that the consumption of refined 
sugar was diminished. He believed this assertion 
to be groundless. [Mr. S. Surru rose to explain. 
He had only stated that such was his information 
from the mannfacturers.] Mr. ‘Tracy had under- 
stood that the gentleman had said so. He pro- 
ceeded to observe, that a great deal of the value 
of a tax consisted in its permanency. Is it not of 
the utmost consequence that the public should 
have an idea of its being permanent? Mr. Smitu 
had stated the hardship to a man of capital, who 
advanced ten thousand pounds upon a sugar ba- 
kery. This seemed to be a good argument, as 
being drawn from experience, but then other ex- 
perience had been brought against it. The argu- 
ment went to the opposition of all taxes, for a 
farmer might come from Europe, because his land 
had been taxed there. When he came here, he 
should perhaps find that one had heen imposed in 
this country. He would then complain, perhaps, 
that a tax had been imposed, after he has expend- 
ed his capital. 

Mr. Manison said, that the argument in favor 
of “permanency,” advanced by the gentleman 
from Connccticut, bad force as well as plausibility. 
But his reasoning would operate against all ex- 
perimental taxation whatever. It had been said 
that voting for or against the snuff and sugar cx- 
cise, would be a criterion of the disposition to pay 
off the Public Debt. That criterion will not be 
assumed by those who are to judge the point. 
The whole dispute is about a branch of the reve- 
nue, said to be worth cighty or ninety thousand 
dollars per annum, an object not of very much 
importance, The select committee, however, had 
doubled extremely whether ithe revenue would be 
efficient at all. He begged that it might be un- 
derstood that the question is not, shall the tax be 
now repealed, but only is it proper that it should 
be continued beyond the time originally intended, 
before it has been tried? In answer to what the 
gentleman from Connecticut had said of “ per- 
manency,” he thought it would argue greater 
stability for the Government not to prolong the tax 
any further, till the end of the period at first stipu- 
lated. Experience would, by that time, have as- 
sisted in forming a final opinion on the subject, 

Mr. Gooptive said, that a gentleman in New 
England, a sugar baker, and a particular friend of 
his, assured him that he looked upon the tax 
rather as a benefit than otherwise, for it secured a 
monopoly to the manufacturers, which was a 
greater advantage than the excise was a burden. 
The sugar bakers at Boston were of this opinion. 
He did firmly believe that the consumption would 
not be lessened by more than one hundredth part 
by this tax, Rich people only made use of this 
kind of sugar, and would any member say that 
they would want jt, for such a trifle? He chal- 
lenged any member to show that the consumption 
had been lessened by the tax. He was amazed 
that gentlemen should make such a bugbear of 
two cents per pound. If Mr. G. believed that the 
matter would end in the ruin of the sugar baking 


a IaM 


business, he would be the last man to vote for 
continuing it. But he could not imagine that this 
would be the case. Mr. S. Smirn had said, that 
distilleries in Maryland were stopped, but he had 
not told the reason. Molasses could not be got as 
formerly, by the manufacturers of Maryland from 
the French West Indies, and so the distilleries 
could not go on for that reason. He did not, how- 
ever, mean to atlirm that the excise might not 
also have tended to hurt them. 

Mr, Finn ey said, that by attending to the ar- 
guments only, the question before the Committee 
would certainly be misunderstood. The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Ames] bends the 
force of his argument against a repeal of the cx- 
cise on loaf sugar and snuff. The gentleman from 
Connecticut [Mr. Tracy] argues as if we were 
about originating a revenue law, though neither 
the one nor the other is the case. The law was 
enacted late in the last session, and did not come 
into operation till last Fall. A committee of seven 
members have heen appointed to examine its 
operation. The result of that inquiry is, that the 
manufacturers have stated great inconveniences 
and loss, and that no information could be obtain- 
ed of its having been productive, or even practi- 
cable. The committee, convinced that much of 
the hardship and loss to the manufacturers might 
have arisen from incidental causes which were 
perhaps temporary, and that this law had not been 
long cnough in operation to enable the Treasury 
Department to report on the productiveness of 
these duties, reported that the limitation should 
not now be prolonged, but did not think it ought 
to be repealed till more competent knowledge was 
derived froin experience. Agrecably to the report 
of that cominiltec, the members opposed to the 
report before the present committee have argued, 
that they did not argue for a repeal because their 
information was imperfect, or chiefly on one side. 
The present limitation continues the revenue more 
than two years from this time, for it is to continue 
for two years and to the end of the next session of 
Congress. Before it expires, we shall have com- 
plete information of its productivencss and utility. 
Even against next session, the Treasury Depart- 
ment will be able to give information from experi- 
ence. He said that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Ames] has with great confidence 
stated the decision of this question, as a test of the 
disposition of members to discharge the Public 
Debt. He did not know that that gentleman had 
any greater authority to decide on tests than him- 
self; and if he had, he thought his test was ill 
chosen. To what did it amount? The revenue 
in question was estimated at ninety thousand dol- 
lars, but there was no proof that this estimate 
would be realized, but rather the reverse. Yet, 
admitting the revenue to be equal to the estimate, 
he thought it gave but a very questionable test of 
the gentleman himself, being zealous for a specdy 
discharge of the Deht. Extending the limitation 
five years longer on a revenue of ninety thousand 
dollars, would make but a very small reduction of 
the Debt. If the gentleman would be content at 
present to appropriate the sum proposed to begin 
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the discharge of the Debt with, the time would 
soon arrive when, having greater experience of 
the revenue in question, a more substantial test, he 
hoped, would be offered. Ile thought it was too 
late in the session to propose new revenues now. 
If, when a sufficient experiment was made, it ap- 
peared that the excises in question were produc- 
tive and convenient, much more of the same kind 
may be had. Many other manufacturers in this 
country enjoy the benefits of monopoly created by 
the protecting duties; and if it was judged proper 
to raise all our internal revenues by excises on 
manufactures, justice requires that these excises 
should be more general, and policy requires that 
the Debt should be speedily discharged. Our com- 
merce, agriculture, and manufactures, are now 
prosperous ; but, as this prosperous state cannot be 
insured, we ought, in the day of prosperity, to pre- 
pare for adversity. But, supposing the system of} 
excising manufactures to be relinquished, or not to 
be extended, abundant and more productive sour- 
ces remained to be opened. 

Here Mr. Ames inquired of Mr. Frypioy what | 
taxes he had in view. 

Mr. Fixpiry answered, that he had alluded to 
taxes of several kinds; that at a proper time he | 
would determine. Le supposed that no member | 
doubted of the resources of the United States be- 
ing equal to the discharge of the Debt more rapidly 
than is now proposed. owever, he said, that, for 
the satisfaction of the gentleman, he hoped that 
at the proper time, they would both be put to the 
esl, upon a question fur a general and ellicient | 
direct lax. This he expected they would feel sen- | 
sibly. lt would not be rolling the burden oftj 
thar own shoulders, and it would more rapidly 


discharge the Debt. In the mean time, he did 
not contend to take any thing from, nor did the 
gentleman attempt to add to it. Ile only con- 
tended to make the limitation a means of decep- 
tion, by which their constituents had been tantaliz- 
ed. Mr. F. was exceedingly surprised to observe 
gentlemen who had always found fault with 
Iwembers for discovering a Constitutional jealousy 
aguinst transfers of power from the Legislature, 
discover themselves, on the present occasion, so | 
extreinely jealous of the next Congress with re- 
spect to the discharge of the Public Debt. He 
asked if the gentleman thought that this House 
possessed a monopoly of all the virtue of the 
United States, and that the next House would 
have no share of it? IIe hoped that this House 
would not unnecessarily put the Constitutional 
power of originating revenue laws, or of changing 
appropriations, out of the power of their succes: | 
sors. 

Mr. McDoweLL found himself called upon to 
deliver his sentiments on the resolution before the 
zommittee, to appropriate certain duties to the 
reduction of the interest of the Public Debt. He 
had already taken the liberty of remarking, on that 
tloor, that he regarded the Publie Debt as a public 
evil. He did not think the resolution before the 
Livuse any proper test of character, but rather as: 
tending to perpetuate the parties amongst us. At 
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| by way of experiment, and for temporary purposes. 
Before the operation or productiveness can be 
1 known, there is a proposal to make it perpetual. 
This appeared to Mr. McD. to be impolitic and 
absurd. He observed that the arguments of the 
! gentleman from Massachusettts [Mr. Ames] went 
entirely against a repeal of the law. They did 
not, therefore, apply to the motion of amendment, 
which went only to prevent prolonging the law, 
for a a repeal of it was not. before the House. He 
wished gentlemen to come forward with some re- 
solutions not only for making payment of the in- 
terest of the Debt, bnt also for payment of the 
principal, as speedily as the ability of the United 
States would permit. He was willing, for his 
own part, to etfeet so desirable an object by adopt- 
ing a direct tax, that would operate equally on 
the citizens of the United States, and which will 
reach all property that is protected by Govern- 
ment. ‘This is certainly just, since every person 
iu the United States, except such as are concern- 
ed in the funds, is interested in the discharge of it. 

As far as Mr. McD. could learn, the citizens of 
the United States were willing to make the utmost 
exertions for clfecting so desirable a purpose. Mr. 
McD. dissented entirely from the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. W. Saurit,] who calculates 
on reducing the Debt in thirty years, which ap- 
pears to him a reasonable time. Mr. McD. should 
be very sorry to think that it would not be paid 
in half the time. It had been said that those who 
were for the present motion, should bring forward 
something clse instead of the duty on refined su- 
gar. He would gratify the gentleman who made 
this demand; for, if the amendment went throngh, 
he should move a resolulion. Ife proceeded to 
notice, that in the present infant state of the Go- 
vernment, it would be extremely improper to make 
taxes permanent before fair experiments had been 
made of their efficiency. Mr. McD. had hoped 
that the United States would be instructed by the 
experience of other nations. He flattered himself 
that they would have avoided such laws and prin- 
ciples, as had in their nature proved injurious to 
the rights and liberties of mankind, Bat, to his 
surprise, when he turned to the history of the Bri- 
tish nation, and compared it with that of the Uni- 
ted States, he saw that the Public Debt and excises 
of the former seemed to bear much resemblance to 
those of the latter, and we are pursuing the like 
wrong measures as they have done. 

Mr. Iliutrouse readily admitted that all taxes 
were at first, in some degree, experimental. He 
had yesterday heard something from Mr, 8, SMITA, 
which hurt him exceedingly. That gentleman 
had asserted that in drawing up the report from 
the select commiltce there had been a “ take in.” 
Now, he denied that there had been a ‘take in.” 
The report was fairly drawn, agrecably to the 
sense of the majority of that commiltee. It had 
been said, that the repoit was a kind of compro- 
mise between the gentlemen in the committee, 
who were of opposite opinions. ‘There could be 
no such thing as a compromise with the members 
who opposed these taxes. The opposition had 


first, tne tax in question had only been imposed! been from the beginning too violent to admit of 
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any compromise. In the last session, when the 


bil for these new taxes was first brought in, there 
had been a very peculiar vote upon it. It was at ; 
first proposed to refuse the bill a second reading. 
The same zenitemen had uniformly voted against 
it allogether, even after it had received amend- 
ments suggested hy themselves. What was to be 
expected from such a committee as that? Te 
wondered only that they did not advise a total re- 
peal of the bill, Tne same gentlemen who hadi 


objected ta it in the select committee, were in the ; 


number of those who had voted against the bii 
in ali its shapes, This was not a random asser- 
tion, for Mr. il. bad examined the Journals, 
now produced ihem to prove what he said. With 
gentlemen so determined, it was impossible to ex 
pect any compromise, As to the sugar duty be- 
Jore the Commitics, he thought that the mer- 
chants had mit 
the tno anc-a 
post, than t? 


sugar bakers of the two cents per 


pound on their manufacture. That an body shouid ! 


imagiue (raid Wir. H.) wiat two cents per pound 
of advenee would reduce the consumption of re- 
Jined sugar is astonishing to me! Fave we not seen 

refined sugar at sixteen, eighteen, and twenty-two ! 
pence per pound, and did any body ever use the 
less of it when it rose in price? The fact is, that 
they never thought about the price of it at aii, 
but purchased exactiy what they wanted. Mr. it, 
considered that all that hed been said against the 
tax, as the most grounuicss clamor that could be , 
conceived. iie hoped tini tae House would take | 
these taxes, and appvropriaie them as proposed in 
the report, and thus put it out of the power of any 
future Congress to repeal them, till they had put. 


others in their phic, unless such future Congress 


should make a breach of public faith, which Mr. ! 
1. did not see any reason to looh for. it seems, 
that when onee a taa has been appropriated by | 
the Legisiature to the discharre of any pubije bur- 
dlen, this tas cannot be taken off, even by the Le- 
vislature itself, witout placing another to supply 
its room. Mr. tl. was, therefore, totally against 
the amendment. 

Mr. S. Samira did not know whether he wonld he 
in order, (of which he would he glad to be informed 
from the Chair,) but if it was “regula ar he should 
like to move the striking out of the w hole resold- 
tion at once. [Mr. NicvoLas immediately rose and 
withdrew his motion to make room for this new 


one] Mr. Samu then proceeded to make his 
amendment, Iie took the face of the law as it 
stood, sud every body sees froin the face of it, that 


jt is but an ex perimental law. W hy, then, wish to 
continue it before the experiment has been made, 

or when the litue expericnee which has been had 
is directiy against its continuation? A gentleman 
from Connecticut [Mi. Tracy] had said, that when 
a tax was known to be permanent manufacturers 
would make a more permanent arrangement for 
supporting the payment of it, The argument was 
strong, but unfortuuately it proved too much, for 
it went alike against the repeal of every tax. since 
it was only to say, the manufacturers would make | 
a permanent ar rangement. 


and : 


greater reason to complain of 
half per cent. of additional ita- ' 


The same ¢enticman [Mr Tracy] alleges that 
‘ nobody complains against the duty on refined su- 
gar, except the sugar-bakers of Philadelphia. The 
j gentleman is wrorg. The manufacturers at Ba.ti- 
| more wanted to complain to Congress last session, 
į but Mr. Sarra had hindered them from doing so, 
ı by representing to them that the law was only 
į temporary; but the present proposal, whieh, in 
| fact, amounted to making the law perpetual, quite 
i altered the case As to the sngar-baker from New 
; York, whose information had been advanced by 
i Mr. Tracy, I breakfasted with that gentlman 
j this morning, said Mr. S. He had been enabled 
to support the excise, by an accidentaily chap 
purchase of raw sugar, and by a new market tor 
-the commodity that had been found at Hamborg. 
But these advantages were temporary, and in que 
time, the sugar-baxers of New York wonld be re- 
duced to a level with those of Philadelphia and 
Baltimore. Tn the last of these places, the manu- 
j facturers had this year sold thei refined sugar at 
l exactly the same price as they sold it last y car, 50 
thal the two ccnts of excise were entirely oul of 
their profits. Je had been hinted that manufac- 
| turers should keep their stocks upon hand, tili the 
' market rose, but the sugar-bakers at Baltimore had 
l not strength of capital to go on without selling off. 
' He again adverted to the injustice of the proceed- 
ings of the Legislature. In the first place, large 
pr ‘otecting duties had been mnposed on the importa- 

tion of refined sugar. In the confidence of this 
protection, men of capital embarked in the mann- 
facture, which they never would bave done but 
„under the faith of this protection. As soon, how- 
` ever, as you have them fairly engaged in the trade, 
you impose an excise duty, which, in reality, dict 
lers nothing from a repeal of the prote ‘eting daty. 
Thus is the protection withdrawn, and thus is the 
public faith broken. As an apology for this kind 
| of treatment, you stigmatize them with the name of 
| monopolists, a name odious through the whole 
i world. But the eause which Mr. S. was now 
pleading, cid not concern the siear bakers only 3 
| because, by the same reasoning, saddlers and shoe- 
makers, and every other sort of manufacturers, 
may expect, in their turn, to be excised. Mr Ñ. 
had no doubt but we should soon have an excise 
upon nails. The tax upon the importation of this 
article had called turih the genius of the people of 
America; and, by means of a machine, we can, 
in this country, make nails cheaper, faster, and 
better, than any other nation can make them. The 
natural progress of things, will be to tell the Ame- 
rican natlors that they also are monopolists, a name 
universally detested, and then you go on to excise 
the genius that you have excited. The gentleman 
from Connecticut had supposed the case of a farn- 
er coming, fiom a forcign country to America, and 
thal, after he had laid out his money on land, there 
should be imposed a land tax. But Mr. S. afirm- 
ed, that the cumparisun was not fair, Govern- 
ment had never pledged itself to such a man that 
no land tax would ever be imposed. The subject 
was open, entire and untouched; and the farmer, 
| like other people, must take his chance of futurity. 
But the circumstance, of which Mr. S. complained, 


1101 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1102 


JANvARyY, 1795.) Public Debt. [H. or R. 


was this: Tt had been understood in America, | of the original resolution; for then the resolution 
that a snyar-hakery could not be supported, but hy | would have been open to a full and fice examina- 
protecting duties against the importation of foreign | tion in the first instance, and every amendment 
refined sugar, Accordingly, such protecting du- | considered in its turn; but, as the debate has been 
ties had been imposed, and now, though they were | conducted, the attention of members has heen dis- 
not nominally repealed, the House were, in sub- | tracted, and called to such a variety of subjects 
stance, doing exactly the same thing, they were | that the debate has been confused and too much 
laying on an excise that shut up the business alto- | lengthened ; and the amendment now proposed 
gether, 7 must confine members who regard order, from 
Mr. S. next proceeded to apologize for the warmth | stating their opinions as fully as those who have 
of some of his expressions yesterday. He certainly | spoken on the several preceding questions, and 
intended no disrespect to the select committee. | have not confined themselves to order. I shall, 
He had not wished to insinuate that they prac- | however, confine myself to the consideration of the 
tised an intentional deception on the JIouse, in | question immediately before us, which is, in fact, 
framing the report. IIe was sorry that anything | whether manufactured sugar shall be excised till 
which he had said could admit of being con- | the year 1801, for the purpose of raising a fund to 
strucd into a reflection. When he spoke of the | pay off that part of the Debt of the United States, 
printed estimates given in to the House, he bad | which pays an interest of six per cent. instead of 
as little design to cast a censure upon the account- | being excised only to the end of the session of 175, 
ing officers. He was of opinion that few coun- | and applied to certain temporary purposes, As I 
tries were ever blessed with such officers. He | voted against the excise on sugar in the last session, 
felt the deepest regret that the head of that] when it was stated as absolutely necessary on 
Department (Mr. [amilton, present Secretary of | account of a pressing emergency, an expected 
the Treasury) was about to quit his situation. Tel war, and a conseyuent defaleation of the revenue 
would be Jong, he feared, before America could j which had been drawn from impost and tonnage ; 
put another officer in his place equally fit for it. | and then stated my objections as fuanded on the 
He then proceeded to review what he had smd | impropriety of taxing an infant valuable branch 
yesterday on the subject of public accounts. He | of manufacture, not only as impolitic, but as par- 
said that, when a person spoke upon figures, those | tial and inconsistent with the practice of Congress, 
who heard him were sometimes apt to think that | which had been to encourage every branch of the 
he was in the wroug when he was in the right. | manufactures of the United States; and even if 
He was often apt to be misua@derstood, and some- there had not been this impropriety in the measure 
times no doubt was himsel! mistaken. Mr. S. | then, I thought it unnecessary, because I saw no 
said, that yesterday, by an accident, of which he | danger of being involved in a war; and if there 
did not wish to mention the particulars, and for | had been such danger, I looked to less exception- 
which he was not in fault, five hundred thousand | able objects of taxation ;—I cannot but vote now 
dollars had been inserted among his figures more | against an absolutely unnecessary continuance of 
than he knew of. He then went into a detail on | that excise. {fam every day confirmed in tny opi- 
the same subject as yesterday. He said, that be | nion, that it is impolitic, unjust, and contrary to 
still hoped to convince the House, that there would | Republican principles, to select particular objects 
be plenty of money to pay the whole sums pro- | for taxation, as it must beget discontent, and may 
posed, besides a large surplus after striking out | be abused to the ruin of individuals who may bo 
the second resolution. Ie then proceeded to | selected as persons on whom a burden of taxes 
an arithmetical discussion. [Ie was interrupted | shall fall; it is a temptation to a Legislature to 
once or twice as being erroneous, by Mr. Hine- jan act of oppression ; because, as in the case be- 
nousr.} IIe remarked, that the subject was en- | fore us, the persons injured are but few, and therc- 
tirely new to him. He had never thonght upon | fore their complaints will be disregarded; and it 
the estimate till yesterday, and he knew himself| may happen that some persons may net be af- 
to be as liable to mistakes as any other man. le | fected by the duty on excise as others are, for per- 
was perfectly open to correction and conviction ; | sons with large capitals may be benefited, whilst 
and as ready to be convinced as any gentleman on | the poorer manufacturers may be forced to aban- 
don the manufacture. Tns taxes of a Republic 


the other side of the question, ; 
When Mr. S. sat down, Mr. Dexter rose, and | onght to bear equally on all its members; that is, 
in exact proportion to their property, F am 


made a variety of observations. 

Mr. Sxpewick, also, and Mr. Nrewonas, entered | restrained by the question at present from saying 
into a dispute concerning some of the calculations | anything respecting the excise on sanff, and the 
of Mr. S. Sxin. tax on licenses for retailing wines and spirituous 

Mr. Pace said, that he wished the motion had | liquor, on siles at auction, and on carriages, and 
been to strike out the whole resolution, and that | therefore will only remark, that the duties and 
members who had spoken had been contented with | taxes enumerated in the resolution before us, are 
showing, whilst they were up, why they could not | all highly exceptionable ; and therefore, no at- 
azree to such a motion, and why they preferred | tempt ought now to be made to continne them 
the resolution to any other which could occur to | beyond the time to which they were limited; to 
them; and that, had such a motion been rejected, | strike oat the whole resolation will be to continue 
then such arueudments had been proposed and | them according to their appropriation; to agree 
considered as might occur to those who disapprove ! to the resolution will be an alteration of our ap- 


1103 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


1104 


H. or R.] 


Publie Debt. 


[Jancany, 1705. 


Propriation, and to apply an uncertain fund which 
was relied on in an emergency for temporary pur- 
poses, to an important permanent purpose, which 
must require the best known and most productive 


fonds 1 shall therefore vote for striking out the 
word “sugar,” and, indeed, the whole resolution. 


By this time it had been repeatedly moved that 
the Committee should rise, and the Chairman re- 
port progress, which was accordingly done, and 
the IJouse immediately adjourned. 


Frivay, January 16. 

The bill, sent frorn the Senate, entitled ‘ An act 
in addition to the act entitled ‘An act to regulate 
the pay of the non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privaics, of the Militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes,’ was read the third time, and or- 
dered to be committed to Mr. Krrrera, Mr. Hearn, 
and Mr. IRVINE. 

A petition of William Martin, of North Yar- 
mouth, in the State of Massachusetts, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying relief in tne 
case of the schooner Fox, the property of an inha- 
bitant of Nova Scotia, concerned in trade with 
the petitioner, which was scized by the Collector 
for the district of Portland, in the said State, as a 
foreign bottom, under thirty tons burden, import- 
ing articles from a foreign port, subject to the pay- 
ment of impost daties, contrary to the revenue 
laws of the United States. < Also, a petition of John 
Montgomery and Thomas Smith, executors of the 
Jato Brigadier General Buller, deceased, who was 
kiled in an engagement with the Indians, in No- 
venber, 1791, praying that the allowance granted 
to the widows and orphan children of officers who 
were killed or died in the service of the United 
States, during the late war, may be extended to 
the widow and orphans of the deceased. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

The House resolved itself into a Committce of 
the Whole House on the bill for the relief of 
Hpaphras Jones and others; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported 
the bill without amendment, 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time on Monday next. 

Mr Samoven Surrn, from the committee appointed, 


presented a bill for the remission of the tonnage j object will leave it unaccomplished. 


duties on certain French vessels; which was read | 
twice and committed, 

On motion, 

Lesolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to furnish this House with a statement 
of the amount of goods on which a duty of seven- 
and-a-half per cent. was paid, from the thirtieth 
day of June, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, to the first day of July one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four; the amount on 
whieh ten per cent. was paid, for that period; and 
the nett amount of duty on coal, and on coffee 
and cocoa, for the same time. 

Mr, Krrrens, from the committee to whom was 
committed the bill, sent from the Senate, entitled 1 


“An act in addition to the act entitled *An act to 
regulate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, of the Miitia of the Unit- 
ed States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes,’” reported that the committee had 
had the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. 

On the question that the said bill do pass, it was 
resolved in the affirmative. x 

The Sprarer laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, stating “ that 
pursuant to the second section of the act establish- 
ing the Treasury Department, which expressly 
makes it the duty of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to digest and prepare plans for the improve- 
ment and management of the revenue, and for the 
support of public credit, he has digested and pre- 
pared a plan, on the basis of the actual revenues, 
for the further support of publie credit, which is 
ready for communication to the House of Represen 
tatives.” 

The Letter was read. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
informed that this [louse is ready to receive the 
coinmunication therein referred to, 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to prepare and report a plan for 
the reduction of the Public Debt. 

Mr. Frrasruons entered iulo a series of calcula- 
tions, aud endeavored lo show that Mr. §. Smiri 
had not fully digested his observations made yes- 
terday on the subject of American finance, He 
also stated his reasons for preferring the present 
system of revenue to a direct tax. A person could 
with much more ease pay two cents per pound on 
his refined sugar imperceptibly, as he made use of 
it, than the whole sam of that and other taxes of 
the same kind togetner at (he end of the year. 

Mr. Ames.—lt would seem to be a trite, com- 
mon-place inquiry to ask whether Congress is sin- 
cercly and earnestly engaged in the work of re- 
ducing the Public Debt? Most persons present 
would consider the question as the insinuation of 
a doubt equally illiberal and unwarranted. Every 
one would say, this article makes a part of my 
private creed, and of my public duty. Yet, mere 
speculative opinions and empty wishes for the 
The path 
to every great public good is obstructed with great 
obstacles, and, to surmount them, demands some 
vigor of exertion, some firmness of self-denial. 
The Debt, we are told, is unpopular, and this coun- 
try would differ from every other in the world, if 
the imposition of taxes is not so too. Yet, with- 
out efficient revenues every one will see that the 
Government cannot reduce the Debt, and, there- 
fore, we have only to choose between evils, or ra- 
ther between the great evil of an undiminished 
Public Debt and the inconvenience of those cla- 
mors which taxes never fail to raise, though, hap- 
pily, no country, 1 believe, acquicsccs more cheer- 
fully in the revenue laws than our own, 

Gentlemen ought not to be surprised or offend- 
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ed, if we think it at least possible that the dih- ! amount is comparatively small, and the progress 
culties in the way of a powerful operation on the | of wealth and people 18 every day lessening the 
Debt, may prove insurmountable. It is casy and j| share that falls to an individual to be answerable 


natural to multiply doubts as to the plan of the 
reduction, as well as to inspire repugnance and 
apprehension of the taxes and other means of giv- 
ing it effect. A plan for reducing the Public Debt 
certainly means a great deal more than paying off 
$600,000, the redeemable part of the six per cent. 
stack far once only, aud then to drop it till an- 
other laborious and contentious effort of the Le- 
gislature shall have provided for a second pay- 
ment. Before we proceed to diseuss points in 
which we disagree, I hope we may state this as 
one, and the groundwork of the whole, which, in 
theory, at least, unites all opinions, that we shall 
now settle a plan for applying year by year the 
whole strength of the revenues of the nation to 
paying off the Publie Debt; that we shall sanc- 
tion this plan by law, and give it energy by pro 
viding the funds for a sacred and unalterable ap- 
plication to the object. If the opposers of the re- 
port of the committce on the plan of reducing the 
Debt are not willing to go this length, then they 
inust confess they fall short of those with whom 
I am now acting, and who have usually, on ques- 
tions of revenue and finance, had my vote; and I 
confess, this is one of the few occasions in which 
I had hoped to see au emulation in this House for 
measures of efficieucy and permanency. But that 
hope, however pleasing, is sumewhat checked by 
the alarming recollection that public debts are in 
all States the objects of public concern and dread. 


: A Sg! 
In Europe, their vast amount has at last terrilied 


those who hold the supreme power, as well as 
those who pay taxes. Yet, although they have 
long portended convulsion and ruin, have not na- 
tions and Governments nearly smothered thcir 
alarms, and, ustead of rousing all their energics 
to subdue the evil, relapsed into a state of security 
aud torpor? Nay, have they not, by madly rush- 
ing into war, as we might lately have done, aug- 
mented the danger and hastened the shock of that 
earthquake, which, for an age past, has threatened 
to throw Europe back again into chaos? The 
nations seem to have outgrown their fears, or to 
despair of the remedy, as the inhabitants of Italy 
whistle uvconcerned ou the sides of Mount Ktna 
while it vomits firc, or plough the fields of Cala- 
bria while they shake under their feet. 

These are remarkable facts, and show that, in 
spite of universal fears and wishes, there is some 
powerful obstacle in the nature of man, or in the 
structure of sociely, that baffies the attempts of a 
nation to break out of the circle of enchantment 
and ruin. Whatisit? Probably this: that wars 
which create publie debts are almost always pop- 
ular, and taxes that would speedily wipe them 
out, are no less obnoxious. I hope [ shall be par- 
doned. if T say, and I would say it inoffensively, 
that the tone and sentiment of the opposition to 
the temporary taxes have not altogether convinced 
me that the United States are free from this com- 
mon malady of nations. 

It may be true, that we have less to dread from 
debt than some of the European uations. The 


for. The taxes, it may be said also, powerfully 
| stimulate manufacturing industry, as well as in- 
ı crease our shipping, by their operation as protect- 
ing duties. But, although the husbandry, arts, 
and trade of the country have prospered under 
both debts and taxes; although, while the interest 
is duly paid, the creditors have no claim to the 
principal, yet the motives for hastening the reduc- 
tion of the public burdens are, notwithstanding, so 
cogent and powerful, they cannot be resisted, In- 
deed, to notice them ever so slightly, will, in a 
great measure, overpower the objections to the 
tax in question. 

Tam one of those who believe a vation ought 
to cherish public credit, for the same reason that 
it ought to have strength; for, in critical situations, 
credit is strength, and the want of it may happen 
to be not only weakness, but subjugation and ruin. 
And it is my belief, that, although it may answer 
for a time to pay the interest, and neglect the 
principal, yet, at last, and in the course of affairs, 
it will appear that a nation which neglects to pay 
its debts will have no credit. That would be the 
case with an individual. Besides, if we neglect 
the interval of peace and prosperity to pay off, 
lessen, and, if possible, to oxtinguish the Debt, we 
canuot expect, for any length of time, to avoid the 
occasion of adding to it. We have had cleven 
years of peace, one-half of which term, for want 
of a Government, our debt was augmenting, at 
least twelve or fifteen millions of dollars. It has 
been funded four years nearly, and less than three 
millions are yet paid off. Are we to hope for 
peace always? A blessing so great has beon hith- 
crto denied, perhaps in benevolence as well as 
wisdom, to the prayers of devotion and the tcars 
of philanthropy, aud, from all we know of the na- 
ture and history of man, we have reason to be 
lieve, if not to desire, thal war will sometimes fall 
to the lot of a nation. Peace is the time to pre- 
pare for it, by extinguishing the burdens of the 
last war, by exhibiting, as a basis of present cx- 
ultation, and a ground of future confidence aud 
credit, the novel spectacle of a great nation which 
has freed itself from debt. 

There is an auxiliary motive, which J stated in 
the beginning of the debate. The funding of the 
Debt has unhappily proved an occasion of division 
and jealousy in the country, and of acrimonious 
recriminations in public assemblies. The Debt 
was not auginented, it was diminished by funding, 
and almost none of the first Congress declared 
themselves opposed to funding the Debt. They 
resisted the assumption and some of the clauses of 
the bill. The sin and odium, therefore, of the 
Funding System, as a mcasure abstracted from 
the irredecmable quality, and the State debts, 
ought to have been shared among all the offend- 
ers, the Southern as well as the Northern mem- 
bers. Yet it has answered party purposes to re- 
present the Eastern members as the patrons of a 
system of paper influence, of Treasury corruption, 
of certificate nobility; that they have attempted 
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and succeeded to pervert and stretch the Consti- 
tution, to organize, aud uphold systems of conceal- 
ed aristocracy; that they deem the Debt, as it pro- 
motes these vile purposes, a blessing; that they 
made it to oblige one another, and will not part 
with it, lest the popular principles of our Govern- 
ment should prevail over the artificial and trea- | 
cherous schemes and corrupt connexions which, 
as they derive their life from the Debt, must im- 
part life to it. I forbear, indced I am unequal to 
the recital of all the infamies which have been 
vented on this subject. The language of insinua- 
tion and inveetive has been exhausted. The dic- | 
tionary and vulgar langugage can add nothing to 
the opprobrium which has been attempted to be 
thrown on the friends of the revenue and finance 
systems. Do not the cars of gentlemen still tiu- 
gle with these disgusting recollections? Can they 
think, without mingled emotions of gnatio 


and surprise, how the labor has been to represent 
the Eastern members as the authors, the cham- 
pions, of the advantages of a Funded Debt; while 
every vehicle by which the public could be mis- 
led has teemed with declamation that the mem- 
bers from another part of the Union were exclu- 
sively zealous to extinguish this devouring fire of 
Public Debt, that consumes the people and their 
liberties, that the same gentlemen were not con- 
senting to the Funding System, and that all their 
efforts have been hitherto baffled by the interested 
arts of the friends of paper corruption ? 

I neither know, nor have the arrogance ta pre- 
tend to know, the inclinations of men’s hearts; 
but, when we are accused of keeping the Debt for 
influence and corruption; when our accusers af- 
fect to lament that they cannot be allowed to pro- 
secute a most powerful and even violent opcra 
tion for reducing the Debt, we have a right to say 
that we take the professions of these gentlemen as 
a ground for testing their consistency, if not their 
sincerity. When they proclaim their principles, 
we have possession of them, and have a right to 
indulge such comments, especially at the instant | 
of bringing them to the touchstone, as I was in- į 
duced to make on a former das’s debate. I own | 
it, sir, I rejoiced to see these professions brought į 
to the test; for, if it should not criminate the | 
eerity of those who make them, it would at least 
exculpate those who have so long been the objects 
of the most licentious invectives. It will show, 
in the tecth of calumny, that the Eustern mem- 
bers are advocates, aud zealous ones, for the reduc- 
tion of the Debt. 

It is true, the opposers of the resolution are not 
bound to adopt the plan, nor to continue these very 
duties, but they are bound by more than common 
sanctions to gv even beyond the description of per- 
sons whom they have accused, in some plan, and 
to provide other taxes, No puny operation, no 
half-way measures will do. They stand pledged. 
for some strong system, some efficient funds to 
bring into activity at least all the present revenue: 
fuculties of the country. It is, therefore, with the 
best reasons, and even on strong public considera- | 
tions, that I repeat the observation which scemed | 
to give offence on a former day. The present mo- | 


ment is the eri-is of a political test, Tt gives an 
opportnnity fo one set of men, if they choose, to 
vindicate their consistency: and we, sir, on the 
other, actually use it, net by profession, but by our 
conduct, to confound the accusations which have 
been thrown upon us. J rejoice in this moment 
on public account. It eannot but mndeceive the 
citizens who have nourished jealousies and preju- 
dices. It cannot be unimportant to slay, with one 
stroke, the sanders, which the gentlemen from 
the Southern States have assured us have sprang 
from this source. The conlidenve and affections 
af the cilizens is the best defence of the Constitu- 
lion: and we are told that this defence has been 
chilly weakened by the misrepresentations which 
have been made of the intentions of Government 
to keep the Debt as an instrument of corrupt in- 
fluence. 

If the common object of both sides in this de- 
bate be really to reduce the Publie Debt, what shall 
be the plan and the measure of the reduction? Ts 
it to pay off the redeemable part of the six per cent. 
stock, and to stop there? It so, then we shall go 
fur beyond them. For, why should not the nnsub- 
seribed debt be paid off, the registered debt, the fo- 
reign debt, the deferred and three percent. and even 
the temporary loans or anticipation of the revenue, 
which, it is agreed, draw an interest of one hundred 
thonsand dollars a year? 

That buzbear, the irredeemable quality, so arti- 
fivially conjured up to terrify the country, opposes 
no ubstacle to the redemption of all this great 
amount—a mass of debt far exceeding the most 
extravagant conjectures of the product of the re- 
venue for many years to come. And here let me 
observe, the argument almost solely opposed to the 
resolution is this: We have revenue enough, with- 
out the temporary taxes. Let it be allowed that 
we have, for argument’s sake, what follows? That 
we have too much revenue with the temporary 
taxes. Will our money rast in the Treasury chest 
for want of debt to employ it upon? Shall we 
not make greater progress with all the present 
taxes than with only a pirt of them? Is it a time 
to refuse the aid of these temporary taxes when 
we are finding out a new way for employing the 
product? Shall we, with any color of wisdom, 
go on at the same instant to extend our expenses 
and to diminish the income of the taxes? ‘I'he 
argument that these taxes are not wanted is nt- 
terly hostile to the professions we make of paying 
off the public burdens as fast as possible. If the 
statement to support this reasoning is (rue, it is 
not so much an objection as an encouragement to 
our progress in the plan, as it proves, by the docu- 
ments adduced on one side, that the other has under- 
reckoned the calculations of success. 

It mizht seem, therefore, a superfluous labor to 
show that the Treasury will probably stand in need 
of the temporary taxes for this operation, since it 
is all the better if it should not. But, by showing 
it, at least, it will prove tho necessity of assentinz 
to the resolution, if we would have the Pubtie 
Debt reduced, 

It is infinitely to be regretted that the facts re- 
lating to the Income and Expenditure of the Unit- 
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cd States are so much in Gaps “The law, and, 
because it isa law, it ought to be a rule of con- 
duct for the louse, requires it of the Secretary 
ol the ‘Lrcasury to digest and prepare plans for 


the improvement of the public revenue, aud rda- | 


ting to the public credit; and, il such information 
had been called for, it would have thrown a strong 
light upon many points which have been contest- 
ed, because they were in the dark. Indeed, at 
every step in business of revenue and finance, a 
deliberative assembly will find itself embarrassed ; 
darkness will hide the path. 1 think as respect- 
fully of this assembly as T onght, and perhaps as 
hignly as any member of it, yet T hesitate not to 
say, that no assembly ought thus to rjeet the in- 
formation which our own law makes it the duty 
of the Treasury Department to furnish. We often 


hear of the duty of a Republican to respect the ' 


law, and yet, in the teeth of this law, we are ex- 
horted to stop our cars against all communications 
on these subjects from the Treasury. I am not 
ashamed to say, I have necd of the information, 
and I sce that others dispute on facts which show 
their want of it. It is strictly Executive business, 
which, according to the correct theory of our Con- 
stitution. ought not to be usurped by this Mouse. 
Executive officers, on their responsibility, ought 
to fuinish it, The details of a great nation’s mo- 
ney affairs are too complex, too vast, loo much a 
science, fur any committee to embrace in a report, 
if they should have the good fortune to understand 
them. I will not, therefore, uuder the disadvanta- 
ges which I believe are common to others as well 
as myself, pretend to make a systematic parade of 
figures, 

Ji we reckon on the revenue in 1793 as a ground 
of calculation for future years, we shall have some 
guide for our conjectures. Those who choose to 
imagine a vast increase of income from taxes, in fu- 
ture, may be answered ina word. It is conjecture— 
1703 was a year ol uncommon importation. French 
property was brought here in alinost every vessel, 
on account of the war with England and the trou- 
bles of the French Islands. This swelled the nomi- 
nal amounts of our, imports, and, as much of this 
properly has been re-exported, it again diminished 
the supposed produet of the duties by the ailow- 
ance for drawbacks; yet, on the whole, it was a pro- 
ductive year, and it could not be thought unfair to 
reckon our steady yearly income, according to that 
year, 1793. 

Mr. A. then produced a statement of Income and 
Expenditure, viz: 

INCOME. 
Duties on imports and tonnage, nett 
On internal objects — - 


- $5,500,000 
780,000 


Nett produce of the Post Office - 20,000 
Surplus of dividends on bank stock - 50,000 
$6,350,000 
EXPENDITURE 

Interest on Public Debt, furcign and 
domestic - ~ - $3,100,000 
On temporary Loans - - - 100,600 
Support of Government - - 500,000 
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_ Military Department, including mili- 
tary pensions - = - 1,500,000 
, Naval Department —- - - 400,000 
| Light-Tlouse Establishment - - 24,000 
Excess of income beyond expenditure 726,000 
$6,350,000 


| Tf (said Mr. A.) we apply six hundred thonsand 
dollars to redeem the redeemable part of the six per 
cent. stock, we shall have only one hundred and 
twenty-six thousand dollars. 
| Will any one deny that this dependence is un- 
safe? that, at any rate, the operation is frittered 
down to a contemptible seale? If trade shonid 
fluctuate, as it may to a very considerable degree, 
as much as it never fails to do after a raging war 
has terminated ; if the reduced price of our exports, 
i which, on the event of peace, is inevitable, should 
‘reduce our imports, and that is the most natural 
effect in the world? if new expenses, to which all 
affairs are liable, should arisc, even this puny plan 
of reducing our Debt would be arrested in its pro- 
gress, 
? The statement I have submitted, rejects fractions, 
and makes no pretensions to absolute correctness. 
In substance, however, it exhibits such a view of our 
Tncome and Expenditure, as ] believe cannot be in- 
validated. : 

It has been insisted that the question is not on 
the repeal of the temporary taxes, and therefore 
the argument is misapplied. This is merely an 
evasion of the force of it; for is it not the very 
question before us, whether we will adopt a plan 
for the reducton of the Public Debt, and whether 
we will apply to the yearly operation of that plan 
till the year 1801 these very taxes? The end 1s, 
‘at least, m appearance, agreed on, and we are now 

looking for the means of effecting it. ‘This is, 
therefore, precisely the moment to choose or re- 
ject these taxes as the means; and in order to in- 
| duce us to reject them, have not those who say 
the repeal is not in debate, insisted the taxes al- 
luded to are unfit means; that they are dangerous 
to liberty, because they are in the nature of excises, 
dangerous to manufactures, which should not be 
taxed in their infancy; oppressive, and ruinous? 
and yet they urge the repeal is not brought ever 
so remotely under consideration; nay, they tell 
us, after all this, they were passed on experiment, 
| and they reserve to themselves to wait the result of 
j that trial. Are they who so loudly condemn the 
temporary revennes, and on such serious grounds, 
| affecting to waver, and to keep in balance till the 
end of the term for which they were appointed to 
| operate? One advocate for experiment assured 
1 us, in the last session, when they passed, that naw 
liberty was lost forever. Does he desire time to 
bing himself to a liking of these assassins of li- 
berLy ? 

I waive the idea of the known condescension 
which produced the limitation of these acts to 
two years. Let the full force of the pica so often 
urged that they were passed on trial, be essayed. 
For whom was the experiment intended, for the 
public or for the sugar-refiners and snuff-makers, 
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and was it to prove that they like or do not hke 
the tax? Did any one who saw their committee 
expect they would in two years prefer the tax to 
no tax? Or was the experiment intended wl 
| 
| 
1 


other reasons? If the money was not likely to 
be wanted at all, it would be one good cause for 
dropping the taxes ; or if the mode of levying the 
tax was new and uncertain, it would be proper to 
limit the act in order to produce a revision and 
improvement of it in that respect. Was the 
limitation tacked to the bills to see whether they 
were proper objects of taxation? And was it 
really doubtful whether snuff and loaf sugar were 
proper to be taxed? What could be more proper? 
One is the most trivial of all luxuries, and the 
other (loaf sugar) is almost if not quite exclu- 
sively consumed by the class of citizens who 
have some pretensions to wealth. Yet when we 
press bard for a substitute, instead of the snuff j 
and sugar revenue, we are with a face of solemnity 
advised to tax the land. May I trust my senses? 
Ts it possible for persons to call the taxes on snuff 
and loaf sugar oppression, and the land-tax relief? 
Is it possible to think of taking the tax from 
the snuff-box and the tea-pot, to put it on the 
plough? 

If, however, that is intended, as gentlemen assure 
us it is, there is no time to be lost. It will take two 
years to organize such a tax, and get it into the 
‘Treasury. If aland-tax is to be the substitute, the 
question therefore really is, shall we repeal the 
taxes in question. If there had been any doubt 
before, there can be none in the opinion of those 
who prefer the land-tax. 

The interests of the manufacturer have been 
strenuously urged, and no one would listen with 
more attention to any suggestion of injury on 
their part. lf there is any point on which I am 
more an enthusiast than another, it is on the 
policy and duty of encouraging manufactures, 
and on every occasion where their interests have | 
appeared to be affected, my voice has been: 
heard. | 

But how is the suggested injury to happen? Is 
the capital of the manufacturer drawn from them 
to pay the duties? The case of those who pay | 
duties is the reverse. The credits allowed are j 
such ag to leave the public money in their hands 
Their complaints on that head, if they have any, 
may be casily satisfied by extending the term of 
credit, 

Another allegation is, that the consumption of 
the articles is diminished in consequence of the 
duty. One of the snulf-manufacturers assured 
me they were not so weak as to imagine the con- 
sumers would not repay them. Will the con- 
sumers of loaf sugar be terrified by the exorbi- 
tanl duty of two cents to do violence to their 


habits and deny themselves loaf sugar? Willj 
they treat their friends with brown sugar? Of all, 
tyrants fashion is the most inexorable. I tell | 


the gentlemen who dread the brown sugar oa 
form, it is nvt possible. It is not creditable to | 
substitute brown sugar in place of loaf, in conse- 
quence of the price, any more than for the same 
gentlemen to wear frocks and trousers and leath- 


ern aprons on account of the impost on superfine 
cloth. 

There is one other view of the inlerests of the 
manufacturers. Possibly the mode of levying 
the tax may be inconvenient and vexatious. If 
that be the case, who doubts the readiness+ of 
Congress to conciliate the interests and even the 
prejudices of the concerned? Surely not those 
who remember with what extreme solicitude 
Congress altempted to reconcile the country to 
the excise. Surely those who oppose the taxes 
will not expect the Eastern members, where 
manufactures are the most extensive and numer- 
ons, to be opposers of any plan of accommoda- 
tion of the manufacturers. They are perfectly 
sure, anil ever have been, of our concurrence in 
such amendments, and why would they wish to 
keep the laws hung up in uncertainty for two 
years? 

[s it to secure the power of the next Congress, 
and why not of the next Congress after that 
which perhaps may be hetter still? And why on 
that ground should any law be. passed to conlinne 
longer than an Almanac? Is this the idea to be 
inculcated of the reign of laws, that gentlemen 
tell us by passing an act for more than two years, 
we part with our power; and what is the import 
of this new-fashioned jargon of a power over 
the laws, inslead of the power of the laws? The 
power to pass laws is not a personal prerogative, 
it isa public trusl, and when the common good, 
when the attainment of a great advantage for our 
country, such as the progressive reduction of the 
Debt, requires a law for ten years, or even longer, 
1s it an argument to say that thus we may lose our 
personal importance and prerogative? 

Shifting, unsteady laws, are a public evil, and 
they are always felt as such by the dealers in the 
taxed articles. ‘The first effect of a tax is a little 
to stagnate and derange the business of the deal- 
ers, but soon the current finds its way again, and 
the tax becomes a part of the price, a part of 
the settled order of things, which a hasty repeal 
would derange anew. ‘This argument, it is said, 
requires that all resource laws should be perma- 
nent. Where there is a permanent occasion for 
taxes, and the proper objects of taxation are known 
to be selected, the fluctuation of the revenue laws 
would be an evil, and therefore it would be proper 
to make them permanent. But when the call for 
taxes is temporary, or the mode of collection un- 
tried, the limitation of the bill to a short period 
may be no less proper. his objection therefore 
deserves little attention. 

One objection is scarcely intelligible. Why 
will you urge the permanency of taxes for tem- 
porary objects, such as war establishments, fri- 
gates, &c.? The answer is, the appropriation is 
intended for the Debt; for an object that will last, 
we fear, much longer than the year 1801, the 
term proposed for the taxes. The taxes are not 
to be made permanent, nor are the objects of their 
application temporary. The objectors are wrong 
in fact. 

they are no less mistaken in principle. The 
temporary taxes were, during the last session, 
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charged with an appropriation of twelve hundred 
thousand dollars, and one million of dollars also, 
for the foreign intercourse. hese sums are to be | the consumers would still pay lhe tax, after its 
satisfied ont of the product of the temporary taxes, | repeal, although the money would not go into the 
and the Presipent is authorized by law to borrow Treasury, but into the pockcls of the refiners. I 


the forcign loaf sugar, and nothing on the home 
made? If the price should in that event keep up, 


on the credit of thosc funds. The public faith is | wish their prosperity, but they are too candid and 
solemnly pledged, and in express words, (sce the | patriotic to desire such an advantage. 
appropriation act passed the ninth of June, 1794,) A great object is before us, and if, after all, its 
to provide for the principal and interest out of the | attainment shall appear to he obstructed by much 
proceeds of these very taxes, or to substitute other | seeming and some real difficulty and embarrass- 
adequate funds in their stead. These taxes are | ment, still we owe it to our country, as well as to 
charged in this manner by law, and if we refuse to | our own engagements, to procced. Let us en- 
renew the acts, we are sacredly bound to provide | deavor to overcome the prejudices of the over- 
substituted revenues. apprehensive, and to ‘conciliate the interests of 
Every one hnows that these taxes will not free | the manufacturers with that of the public. In 
themselves from the charge in the two years. our other taxes we suppose it is done, and why 
How then can gentlemen prevail upon thcir f should it be despaired of in this case? Greater 
good sense to assert, that, by continuing the tax | difficulties than any that a calm and unpreju- 
laws, the manufacturers are deluded and deccived, | diced mind will discern in the plan before us 
when the cause and necessity for such continu- | ought to be expected, and readily acquiesced in, 
ance appears on the face of the statute book? | rather than to abandon the great object of frecing 
How, above all things, can they say, that it is a į the nation from debt. It is worth some exertion 
breach of the public faith to extend them to 1801, | and sacrifice. If we should effect it, any hopes of 
when, unfortunately for the sufferer, the public | the destinies of our Government would brighten, 
faith is in express words pledged to continue | There is nothing in the magnitude of the Debt to 
them, or to provide other funds? The assertion , discourage us, and still less in the prosperous cir- 
has been a subject of no little curiosity, under cir- , cumstances and good dispositions of our citizens, 
cumstances so singularly adapted to its confuta-| It depends on ourselves whether we realize their 
tion. expectations by acting in conformity with our 
My own view of the importance of hastening the | own professions. 
reduction of the Debt, has led me to suggest an- Mr. S. Smiru. Mr. Chairman, the resolution on 
swers to as many of the objections as I can re- | your table reads thus: 
collect. T notice them as they happen to occur to| «“ Resolyed, That there be appropriated out of the re- 
me. One appeal to our pity is made on the score | venues a sum not exceeding $600,000, to be applied to 
that sugars have risen, and that it is cruel to] the payment of two dollars on every one hundred dol- 
choose this time for the tax. Why not choose it if | lars of the amount of that part of the Public Debt, 
the tax will fall, as others do, on the consumers? | which bears an interest of six per cent.” 
Do the same objectors desire a relinqnishment of] This resolution has passed the Committee unani- 
the duty on molasses because it is dear, and yet | mously. On what principle then docs the gentle- 
the manufacture of New England ram is unfor- | man (Mr. Ames) pretend to doubt our intention 
tunately, frou various causes, in a langnishing | to provide funds to sink that proportion annually 
state? Foreign goods are dear, and yet they are ı of the Public Debt? I conceive myself commit- 
taxed. All articles are become dear, and the | ted, and if I cannot prove that,we have resources 
hlind rule contended for would be doubly wrong, ; sufficient, without continuing the laws described 
if adopted on account of its necessary partiality. | in the second resolution, I will, however I dislike 
If we regard the experience of other nations, | them, vote for the resolutions. The only subject 
we shall not find cause to dread the destruction | before the Committee is to provide funds to sink 
of manufactures in consequence of taxes. Is} annually the $600,000. The question then re- 
England exempted from them, and yet where do i solves itsclf to this: Is the revenue of the United 
they flourish more? The truth is, in an increas- | States sufficient to meet the $600,000 per annum, 
ing, thriving society, the taxes are absorbed and | in addition to the ordinary and known expendi- 
distributed over the whole mass of the commu | tures? Or, does it stand. in need of the assistance 
nity. No problem has been oftener debated than | of those excises now under consideration? The 
where the taxes ultimately fell, and yet expe-| gentleman says it requires their assistance, and 
rience has invariably refuted the gloomy antici- | states an account when, after paying the $000,000, 
pations of interested theory. The language that | he leaves a balance of only $126,000. Tf the gen- 
infant manufactures are not to be crushed, is; tleman believes in his own statement, he must 
more declamatory than correct. They are not to | provide more funds, for surely he would not leave 
be crushed; nor will the manufactures of snuff| the Treasury with only $126,600 to meet contin- 
and loaf sugar fall, if the operation of the tax | gencies, aud to pay off that varicty of debt that 
should be like that of othcr taxes, or of similar | he boasts a desire to discharge. The gentleman 
taxes in other countries. will do well to confine himself to the subject in 
But is it really desired wholly to exempt the | question, that is to provide for the $600,000. On 
loaf sugar from tax, now the duty on the foreign | this subject he has supplied us with useful inform- 
article has secured an effectual monopoly to the} ation. He says that he has this morning re- 
home refiners? Shall the four cents remain on! ceived a statement from the Treasury, which 
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makes the nett amount of the duties in 1793, on 
imposts and tonnage, to be $5,500,000, and that he 
will always prefer facts to estimates. There we 
agree, This fact gives $500,000 in favor of my 
estimate, for L had calculated on $5,000,000 only. 
It was surprising that the gentleman did not make 
use of other facts, instead of suppositions, which 
he could have had without going to the Treasury, 
viz: In 1793, (his vear,) the Civil List cost $358,241. 
The gentleman has charged it at $500,000. Ano- 
ther fact: In 1793, the Military Establishment, in- 
eluding pensions, cost $1,212,531. The gentleman 
charges that item at $1,500,000. But, sir, there is 
another item of very considerable importance, 
which the gentleman seems totally to have forgot- 
ten, that is,“ An act'laving additional duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise,” passed last session, com- 
menced operation the Ist July, 1794, and which is 
estimated in the report before us to yield $500,000, 
but which I have stated will produce $750,000 


Add error in Civil List, - - - 141,759 
Sum in Military Establishment, - 287,469 
Balance made by Mr. Ames, - - 126,000 

$1,305,228 


which makes a balance, after paying the $600,000, 
of 1,305,228, from which deduct $380,000 contem- 
plated to be raised by the excises, and there will 
remain for contingencies and fur purchases of the 
Debt, (by the gentewan’s own system, and surely 
a good one, of taking fact instead of estimates for 
our guide,) the nett sum of $925,228, heing about 
$440,000 more than I had stated. What reason 
then, at this time, for continuing those laws longer 
than their time, say until June, 1797, and the end 
of the next session thereafter, against which time 
they will more than pay off the sums for which 
they stand appropriated? For instance, all the re- 
venues to be raised by laws passed last year, were 
appropriated to pay sundry sums amounting to 
$1,202,187. Two years of the excises in question 
are estimated to nett $760,000. One year of the 
additional duties gassed last session, if it yields 
but $533,000, will satisfy the whole appropriation 
on those laws. It has been said, that I have not 
provided for payment of the bank instalments of 
$200,000, which must commence in 1796. I an- 
swer that the select committee had not reported 
on it. l took the documents they had furnished 
the House for my government. However, I now 
answer, that the estimate on your table shows a 
balance at the close of the year 1795, of $310,000, 
with which they may pay two and a half years 
bank instalment if necessary, and, if our funds 
should not be found adequate in 1797, we must 
either continue those laws then expiring or sup- 
ply some other fund; however, I believe that no 
man can think the funds will be inadequate. It 
is said, that I am willing to commit the Govern- 
ment for the sum wanted, and to depend on sav 
ings to pay. I say that I bring forward solid 
funds, but I will go farther, and establish the pay- 
ment by appropriating the revenue arising {rom 
the imposta laid last session, which nobody will 
doubt being sufficient. 

The gentleman from South Carolina |Mr. W. 


Sauitn] has said, and has been supported by a 
gentleman from Massachusetts, that Government 
having encouraged manufactures by protecting 
duties, have a fam and just right to lay excises on 
such manufactures, so as to pay for the revenue 
that Government might have gained, bad the ar- 
ticles continued to be imported. ‘This declaration 
is fair, is candid, and if the system levying excise 
on the manufactures of sugar and snuff should be 
continued until 1801, then those who eommence 
any manufactories in future will not have a right 
to complain, the intention of Government being 
thus made public. But if this is the system we 
are to adopt, why not at once lay an excise on 
all manufactures where the protecting duty has 
enabled the manufacturer to exclude portation ? 
Why not lay excises on the following, who have 
excluded the importing of similar articles, and 
who equally may be said to have obtained a mo- 
nopoly of the supply of their respective goods? viz: 
Rope-makers, saddlers, boot makers, shoe makers, 
tanners, curriers, ship-builders, carvers, cabinet- 
makers, coach makers, and a varicty of others. 
Or, why not Jay an excise on the following, who 
have in many States obtained the same hind of 
monopoly ? viz: Sail duck-makers, paper-inakers, 
nailors, cotton-manufacturers, gluss-makers, hat- 
ters, watch and clock-iahers, brush- makers, cheese- 
makers, twine-spinners, brewers, and a variety of 
others? My neighbor [Mr. Gooprue] whispers, 
because sugar and snuff are luxuries. Granted— 
yet are they considered necessary by those who 
use them; and l ask that gentleman whether 
sugar has not become more necessary to him 
than anything that can be furnished by cither 
the carver, cabinet-maker, coach-maker, cheese- 
maker, or even the brewer? No, Mr. Chairman, 
I will tell yon the true reason—because it would 
have been unpopular and alarming. Begin with 
two objects called luxuries, whose manufactories 
are not more than thirty-four in the Qnion-—they 
are so few they will nut be heard. But the pre- 
cedent once obtained, we can proceed to levy an 
excise upon all or any other manufacture; for one 
precedent is worth one hundred fine-spun reasons. 
Sir, the cause of the sugar-bakers and snuff- 
makers is that of all and every other manufac- 
turer, for all are attacked throuzh them. 

Mr, Manison did not think that the turn which 
the debate had taken was at all a proper one. 
The question before the House was only this : 
whether it was at present proper to prolong the 
taxes comprehended in the resolution? The louse 
can, for this time, go on without deciding the 
point. The proper statement of the question 
hereafter would perhaps be, whether it was beot- 
ter to proceed with excising all those articles of 
manufacture mentioned by the gentleman from 
Maryland, or to lay one general and efficient tax 
on property. The present taxes: consisted of two 
sorts, viz: permanent, as the impost, &., and 
temporary, as the excises in question. The per- 
manent taxes could therefore be applied to the 
permanent object of reducing the Public Debt; 
and the temporary taxes tu the temporary object, 
as the Military Establishment, &c. Instead of 
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the question asked whether the Publie Debt could 
be discharged by taxes for two years, it would be 
as proper to ask whether a Military Establishment 


to which no appropriations could be Constitu- ! 


tionally made for more than two years, ought to be 
provided for by taxes of indefinite continuance ? 
He did not deny that there might be a reversionary 
appropriation of such taxes to the Public Debt, after 
the temporary purpose should have expired. 
the practicability of such an arrangement was nota 
suflicient auswer to the objections against making 
penmanent new taxes uncertain jn their product, 
contested in their principles, and which had been 
adopted under other circumstances for other pur- 
poses, 

The present subject, he said, in relation to the 
discharge of the Publie Debt, had im every view 
been extremely magnified. Tts importance lay. 


he thought, chiefly in us leading the attention of | 


the Committee toa comparison of the two gen- 
eral resources for paying off the Public Debt, 
namely, excises and taxes apportioned on the sever- 
al States aceording to the Constitutional rule, and 
collected from individuals according to their pro- 
perty. If nothing more was intended than mere- 
ly to pay the annual two per cent. which the 
funding Jaw permitted Congress to pay, it was 
probable the impost alone might yield a compe- 
tent surplus, without resorting either to excises, 
or apporsioned tases. But if as was professed, and 
as, he hoped, was intended, a great and effective 


plan was to be sought after, for the purpose of. 


freeing the publie from the evil of the Debt with 
as much despatch as possible, we must then face 
the alternative of a system of excises, or of a 
general tax on property. Between these different 
modes of revenue, a choiee was to be made. He 
pressed it on the attention of the Committee. that 
if excises were to be preferred, it was in vain to 
hope they could be limited to a few trifling subjects, 
such as manufactured snuff and sugar. They must 
be extended Lo all the manufactures mentioned by 
the geatleman feom Maryland [Mr. S. Samra] 
The whole country would be covered in fact with 
excises. Every manufactory must be made to con- 
tribute, and even then it would not be possible to 
draw forth as much revenue as would be paid in 
the other mode. He was aware that objections 
and prejudices existed against a taa laid on property. 
He regretted that such a difference of opinion pre- 
vailed, nol only in Congress, but in diflerent pirts 
of the Union, on this subject. He was persuaded, 
nevertheless, Chat a tax on property was not only a 
more economical, and in every respect a more 
eligible resource, than a general system of excises, 
yielding the same amount of revenue, bnt that, on 
the whole, a majority of the people of America 
would be found less averse to it. He could speak 
with confidence on this point, as far as his own 
cuminunications extended. Much, he thought, of 
the dislike to a tax on property might be removed 
by taking different objects in different States, 
as might be most convenient or acceptable to 
them. 

This was perfeetly consistent with the Consti- 
tution, which did not require uniformity in this 


But ! 


| instance. In some States a tax on land, in others 
a tax on other articles of property, or pariy on 
land and partly on other articles, might be most 
satisfactory; and the tax Jaws of the States would 
always assist in digesting the regulations for the 
ı purpose. He supposed that if this course should 
, be taken, a million, or even two millions, of dol- 
lars or more, could be raised in a year, and that 
the people would be willing to make such an ex- 
ertion, rather than be saddled with a permanent 
| Debt; whereas he did not believe that an excise 
j system, 1f eatended to every article manufactured 
jin the country, could be made to produce any 
i thing like such a sum. If, however, he was de- 
| 


ceived in this point, and a general system of ex- 
cises adequate to the purpose should be proposed, 
sand it should be apparent that the general dispo- 
| sition was more favorable to such a system than 
to a tax apportioned in the manner prescribed in 
ithe Constitution, he was ready to give up bis 
“objections, Much as he dishked excises, he 
thought a perpetual Publie Debt a still greater 
evil. But he should much prefer another system, 
and he repeated the caution, that the alternatire 
was not between a tax on property, and the petty 
| excises in question, which eould not be felt in the 
work of sinking the Debt; but between such a 
| tax and excises spread over a sufficient number of 
manufietnres to produce an equal sum of rew- 
| enne He again also suggested to the attention 
of the Committee that the question was, not 
whether the laws should be repealed, but whether 
they should remain as they stood {ill their merit 
could be better known, and the whole subject be 
more fully taken up; and that all that was at this 
tine aimed at with respect to the Debt, wonld be 
attained by allotiing the temporary part ‘of the 
revenue to temporary purposes, 

Mr. W. Smitu and Mr. Dayton also spoke 
each a few words. The Committee then rose, 
the Chairman reported progress, aud the House 
adjourned. 


Monpay, January 19. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Epaphras 
Jones and others, was read the third time, and 
pissed, 

The Speaker hid before the House a Letter 
from the Sceretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing the plan referred to in his Letter of the six- 
teenth instant, for the improvement and manage- 
ment of the public revenue, together with sundry 
statements, marked A, B, C, D, B, and F, relative 
thereto; which were read, and ordered to Jie on the 
table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire snd deport on the expedieney of erecting a 
light-house near the enfranee of the harbor of 
Georgetown, in the State of Sonth Carolina. 

And a committee was appointed of Mr. WILLIAM 
Smitu, Mr. Grove, and Mr. BENTON. 


Turspay, January 20. 


A petition of Tobias Lord, and others, of Ken- 
nebunk, in the State of Massachusetts, was pre- 
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sented to the House and read, praying to be reim- 
bursed the expense of erecting a stone pier at the 
entrance of Kennebunk river; and for that pur- 
pose, as well as to keep the same in repair, that 
they may be authorized to collect tonnage on ship- 
ping of a certain burden, whieh shall pass or repass 
the same. 

Ordered, That the said petilion be referred to 
Mr. Goopnus, Mr. Van Arrey, and Mr. Warp; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

A petition of Francis Proctor, late Captain ef 
a company of artillery raised by the State of South 
Carolina, praying that such allowance may be made 
him for recruiting a number of soldiers for the 
Continental Army, and for hardships and injuries 
sustained while a prisoner taken by the enemy, 
when in the actual service of the Uniled States, 
during the Jate war, as to the wisdom of Congress 
shall seem meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition, together with 
the petition of William Seymour, presented the 
13th of March last, and the report of a committee 
thereon, and the petition of Sarah Beacham, re- 
turned on the 31st ultimo, by the Secretary of War, 
be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to repeal part of the act, entitled 
“ An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the expor- 
tation of arms and ammunition, and encouraging the 
importation of the same ;” which was read twice, 
and committed. . 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom was committed the bill sent from the Se- 
nate, entitled “ An act to authorize the settlement 
of the claim of Samuel Priolcau,” made a report 
which was read. Whereupon, 

Ordered, Vhat the said bill and report be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Goopuur, from tha committee appointed, 
presented a bill supplementary to the act, entitled 
“An act to provide more effectually for the col- 
lection of the duties on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States, and on 
the tonnage of ships or vessels;” which was read 
twice, and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the bill supplementary to the 
act “ for enrolling and licensing ships or vessels to 
be employed in the coasting-trade and fisheries, and 
for regulating the same;” and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose, and reported 
several amendments thereto, 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, 
do lie on the table. 

Mr. Witam Satu, from the committee ap- 
pointed to inquire and report on the expediency of 
erecting a light-house near the entrance of the har- 
bor of Georgetown, in the State of South Carolina, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the report of the Commit- 
tee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition 


of Joab Stafford; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose and reported a resolntion, 
which was twice read and agreed to by the Honse, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That all persons who have heen, or 
shall be, placed on the pension list of the United 
States, by virtue of the law passed on the 28ih of 
February, 1793. entitled “An act to regulate the 
claims to invalid pensions,” shall be deemed to 
commence the receipt of their respective monthly 
allowances, at the date of their completing their 
testimony before the Commissioners who took the 
same; thal no arrears, in any case, be allowed; 
and that the payment of such monthly allowance 
be continued during the continuance of such dis- 
ability. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that (ie Committee 
of Claims do prepare and brivg in the same. 

PROTECTION OF TTE FRONTIERS. 

Mr. Frezstuoxs laid on the table the following 
motion : 

“ Resolved, That the President be requested to cause 
to be laid before the ITouse a plan for the defence and 
protection of the fromier of the United States, and in- 
cluding the number of troops necessary lor garrisouing 
the same.” 

Mr. Maptsox hoped that the gentleman did not 
mean to press the cousideration of his motion this 
day. It was of great novelty and magnitude, Mr. 
M. doubted if it was agreeable to the Constitution. 

Mr. VENABLE thought that so many motions of 
this kind would abridge the business of the House. 
One day the Seeretary of War sends us directions; 
the second day, the Sceretary of the Treasury 
sends us directions; a third day, we are to have 
directions from another Department, and so on. 
He hoped that the House would do their own bu- 
siness themselves. 

The question was then put, Shall the louse now 
proceed to consider this motion ? 

Mr. Pace did not think himself in want. of the 
information referred to in this resolution, He was 
entirely averse to establishing of posts, Tf they are 
weak, the Indians will cut them off: if strong, they 
will pass through between them. Any moncy laid 
out on them he should consider as east away. 

Mr. Dartor could not give his assent to the 
resolution offered by Mr. Firzsinoxs, because it 
encroached upon the Constitutional powers, rights, 
and duties of the PRESIDENT, and because it called 
for information which it wonld not be prudent or 
safe for him to give, nor practicable, even if it 
were safe. To-call upon the Preoment to digest 
and lay before the louse a systematic plan which 
he must thereby in some measure pledge himoelf 
to adhere to, for the present year, for the defence 
of the frouliers; to request of bim to inform the 
Representalives in what manner hie intended to 
exercise the discretion which the Constitution had 
vested in him as the Jixecutive, was highly im- 
proper, and ought never to be drawn into prece- 
dent. Mr. D. added, that the resolution was ob- 
jectionable in every possible light in which it 
could be viewed. It would be very imprudent to 
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declare to the world the exact number of men j| spent therein, the Committee rosc, and reported 
which were to compose every garrison through ; an amendment, which was twice read, and agreed 
out our extensive frontiers and country. 1t would) to by the IIouse. The said bill, with the amend- 
hikewise be impossible for any man, even the Pece- | ment, was then read the third time, and passed. 
spent himself, to decide, at this time, where it A message from the Senate informed the House, 
might be necessary to erect forts and establish | that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
garrisons, in the interval of time between this and | act making further provision in cases of draw- 
the next session of Congress. The reasons against | backs,” with several amendments; to which they 
the measure appeared to Mr. D. sufficiently strong, | desire the concurrence of this House. 
even without taking into consideration the yet| ‘he Speaxer laid before the louse a Letter 
unsettled state of our negotiations with Britain, | from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
and the continuance of Indian hostilities, which | ing a statement of the amount of goods paying a 
would give to them additional strength, and of | duty of seven-and-a-half, and ten per cent, im- 
themselves furnish irresistible objections, if no | ported from the 1st day of January to the 31st day 
other existed. of December, 1793, inclusive. Also, the amount 
Mr. Parker would be glad to get such inform- j of the duties on coffee, cocoa, and coal, for the 
ation. Ile saw nothing presumptuous or uncon- | same time, pursuant to the resolution of this House 
stitutional in asking this opinion; and he also | of the 16th instant; which were read, and ordered 
thought the present a fit time for doing so. If the | to lie on the table. 
PRESIDENT, who, like other men, was fallible, gave PROTECTION OF THE FRONTIERS. 
wrong advice, the House had only to act for them- > f j 
selves. Where we find him right, 1 hope (said | The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
Mr. P.) that we shall support him ; where we find the Whole House, on the report of the committee 


i 
him wrong, we will be cantious of adopting his | appointed to examine and report what proceed- 


opinions le thonght it particularly requisite to ings have been had under the act ‘for making 
fix this business of the frontier, as far as it can be farther and more effectual provision for the pro- 
done, before entering upon the subject of the Pub- tection of the frontiers of the United States,” and 
lic Debt; that we may learn, as near as possible, | to report whether any, and what, amendments are 
the amount of the expense to be incurred. necessary to the several Inws respecting the Mili- 

Mr. Bouprnor did not object to the Constitution- | tary Establishment, and the protection of the fron- 
ality of the resolution, but he had much doubt of tiers of the United States. i 
its propricty. Jle moved, as an amendment to Mr. DEARBORN read a resolution, the substance 
strike out the first clause of the resolution, and | of which was, that in considering this question the 
instead of “the Parsipen,” to read, “that a com- | View should be limited to a defensivo system only. 
mittee be appointed to report on the subject.” This motion produced a very long conversation. 

Mr. Frrzstvons said, that a committee which Mr. Dayron declared that he would never con- 
went to the same thing had been appointed already. sent to a defensive system only, while Britain was 
Ile withdrew his resolution. in possession of the Western posts. It would be 

ae a wrong policy to reduce the army of General 
Warne. 

Mr. Wartuey spoke against the propricty of 
passing this preliminary resolution. Such reso- 
Intions have generally a tendency to embarrass. 
If, upon consideration, we think the number of 
troops too large, we may reduce them. But why 
tell our Southern friends, who are now bleeding, 
and call upon us to protect and assist them, and 
desire more offensive operations against their 
savage neighbors, that we will not comply with 
their wishes? Our Western army has been suc- 
cessful; and by giving it the proper aid and coun- 
tenance, we may expect a peace with the Western 
Indians. But now, to say that we will no longer 
keep an army ; that our troops are to be thrown 
into posts, and give the field to the Indians, would 
be highly impolitic. Will this not encourage them 
to risk another campaign? Willit be prudent to 
let your posts, far advanced in the Indian country, 
rely upon supplies to be brought under escorts of 
militia —militia horse, which costs donble the ex- 
pense of the same number of regular troops? Why 
should the latter solely depend upon the militia to 
convey them provisions, when they would be will- 
ing to run the risk theniselves, if their nuinber was 
kept up in a proper manner? 

Mr. H. was sorry that objections are so fre- 


Wepxespay, January 21. 


Mr. Dexter, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for reviving certain suits and pro- 
cess which have been discaontinned in the District 
Court of Pennsylvania; which was read twice, 
and ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into n Committee of 
the Whole House, on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “ An act further extending the time for re- 
ceiving on Loan the Domestic Debt of the United 
States ;” and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. The said bill was read the 
third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That Mr, Saersurne, Mr. BENJAMIN 
Bourne, Mr. Warts, Mr. Bouptyor, Mr. Later, 
Mr. Wotan Suim, Mr. Nerves, and Mr. Gresnvr, 
be added to the committee appointed, on the 14th 
instant, to report a plan for perfecting a road be- 
tween the Southern and Eastern States. 

The House resolved itself into a Committce of 
the Whole House, on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “ An act to authorize the settlement of the 
claim of Samuel Prioleau ;” and, after some time 


3p Con,—36 


1123 
pA or R.J 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Protection of the Frontier. 


1124 


[Jaxcary, 1795. 


quently made against the legion w 
so useful. It has been said, that regulars were 
unfit to go against the Indians. Experience has 
shown us the contrary. The discipline has been 
fitted to the nature of the service, and has been 
successful. The regulars had the greatest share 
in the late engagement, but still we know there 
were near two thousand volunteers from Ken- 
tucky ready to support them. This support is 
withdrawn ; still you wish to weaken this little 
army. You disorganize it, by leaving no provi- 
sion for horse in the proposed resolution, which is 
to follow. It is well known how useful the horse 
have been in the legion. I think we ought to 
continue the legion until the next session of Con- 
gress, We have reason to believe that_the re- 
cruiting service, as to part of General Wayne's 
army, is in a critical situation. We should do 
nothing to discourage the recruiting service. A 
late law was passed giving further cncouragement 
to the recruiting service; officers are scattered 
throughout the Union: bnt, with this encourage- 
ment, and the greatest industry of the officers, we 
have no reason to believe that the legion will be 
completed before the next session. Nay, with the 
utmost countenance, I fear we shall not be able to 
do more than bring a sufficient number of men 
into the ficld against the season for action. I wish 
for peace: but, to obtain it, wo should be prepared 
for war. L would be for proceeding according to 
the spirit of the last law, until next session. If 
we should have peace, or circumstances change, 
we may then safely reduce the number. I hold 
the preliminary resolution improper, and shall vote 
against it. 

Mr. Sepewick moved that the Committce rise, 
for the purpose of his making a motion for apply- 
ing to the Presipenr to get information on this 
point. 

Mr. Murray could not agree with those who 
had preceded him, in arguing for the reduction of 
the army. Ue was against any reduction of 
force, as was intended by the resolution, by which 
the present establishment was to be reduced from 
5,000 down to two regiments; it is an abandon- 
ment of every sound principle of self-defence 
known to any nation in a state of war. He con- 
sidered the resolution in three or four points of 
view as very interesting. Peace with the Indians 
in the Northwestern country—British Posts— 
Southwestern territory— Defence, and generally 
Posts, or a chain of Forts, on the frontiers. As 
the reduction of force affected either of these 
points, he thought it injurious; as it affected the 
hoped-for peace with the Indians, it was very 
unsound policy surely to reduce your army at the 
moment you have gained a victory that entitles 
you to look for an honorable peace. The only 
way to reap the fruits of victory was to retain the 
power of repeating it, if the obstinacy of the ene- 
my shall render repetition necessary. The surest 
way to lose the profits of your victory is to dimin- 
ish your decided’superiority of foree. You would 
thus, by weakening yourselves, strengthen the 
enemy ; and they would rejoice, if, in the moment 
when they were defeated, and ready to send the 


hich has been ! belt, the calumet of peace, they discovered in 


their enemies a disposition to relax in the efforts 
by which they had reduced ‘them to humility. 
The ardor of the distressed warrior will return, 
when he finds you are tired or unwilling; and 
we must expect, that if the tribes gain intelli- 
gence of this motion, that they will amuse you 
by signs of peace till they find you have reduced 
your force, and they will then burst upon your 
frontier. ‘The feelmgs which you have excited 
by victory, though brilliant to you, are such as 
must have added to their rancor. You may beat 
them into a submission to your terms, but you 
will never drub them into friendship. Tn fact, 
they will watch your moments of relaxation, and 
avail themselves of your errors. Peace is the 
object of war, but it is the price of continued ex- 
ertion and vigilance. All wise nations keep the 
sword unshcathed until its object is completely 
attained; and perhaps there is hardly anything 
more fallacious than the hope which is inspired 
by victory, if cautious prudence docs not com- 
plete the business before exertion is relaxed. The 
British posts present another object. It is unne- 
cessary to say much of them; but when we recol- 
lect that they may possibly produce a war, it ap- 
pears to be the height of impolicy to weaken our 
means before the end is obtained. The papers on 
the table show the state of the Southwestern Ter- 
ritory ; a considerable force wil) be essential there. 
The Creeks either wage war, or threaten it: here 
is a vulnerable place, to which a memorial of that 
District has powerfully called the attention of 
Congress. But supposing a peace already estab- 
lished, and the British posts in possession, he ap- 
prebended that the number of posts necessary for 
the fronticr would call for an establishment fally 
as large as the present. Some one part of the 
frontier will be always open to attack. Were the 
Indians a civilized people, reduced into a regular 
order of society, and under laws capable of pro- 
inising something like good faith to their engage- 
ments, fewer troops would be necessary. We 
might calculate the less on the necessity of force 
to watch contingencies and sudden irruptions if 
compacts had more solemnity and obligation ; but 
they are not to be relied on. They form not a 
whole nation, nor even a confederated body of 
nations, except for temporary objects. Each tribe 
is savage, unconnected, and insulated, so as to ex- 
clude the just expectation of permanency and 
umformity in the objects or duration of their en- 
gagements. So it is, that they will forever think 
themselves injured, and will for years hold them- 
selves in readiness to make war the moment a 
weak partappears. Of course, you will be obliged, 
if you mean to defend your frontiers, to keep up 
posts contiguous to each other, that may repel 
their incursions. 

Mr. Surrm said, that he should vote for the rising 
of the Committee, for the purpose of obtaining in- 
formation. 

Mr. Wapsworta (in answer to Mr. MURRAT) 
said, that the Indians would always think them- 
selves injured, and would always have a right to 
think so, because they always have been injured 
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and always will be injured. The Six nations, it| trict Court of Pennsylvania, was rend the third 
is said by some gentlemen, are now at peace with | time, and passed, 


us, 
have been so used to be robbed and murdered by 
us, that they submit tamely to it. ‘There was no- 
thing like war lately. The two different nations, 
whites and Indians, were living together in the 
same villages, Tt is true, they had heen advised 
to object to the Establishment at Presqu'Isle: 
but, if an army had been sent into their country 
at that time, Mr. W. did not believe that they 
would have fired a shot. 1t never could be made 
out that so many as twenly of them were con- 
cerned in the war with the Miamis. Ho said, 
that since the day when the first white man land- 
ed, the Indians always have been injured. Ie 
thought it very proper to inquire for advice on this 
subject of the Presiwent. LHe is not only a Pre- 
SIDENT, but a soldier. He was born and bred on 
the frontier. He is well acquainted with the In- 
dians, and, independent of his abilities, no man in 
this House has had more personal opportunities of 
being a judge respecting them. He was not for re- 
ducing the army, but he should very willingly voto 
for the resolution suggested by Mr. Sepawick. 
Ho wished the Committee to rise. 

Mr. Dearnorn withdrew his motion. 
mittee rose, and progress was reported, 

Mr. Sepewicx then moved, that the Presipewr 
or THE Uniten Stares be requested to direct the 
proper officer to lay before the House a statement 
of the number of troops that will be necessary to 
maintain such a line of military posts as it will be 
expedient to establish, effectually to protect the 
frontiers of the United States. 

Mr. Page said, he saw no material differenco 
between it and that which the good humor and 
candor of the member from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Firzsimons] yesterday withdrew ; that he hoped 
the same good disposition would lead tho member 
from Massachusetts to withdraw his; that it was, 
till yesterday, without a precedent; that nothing 
but a certainty of unusual dangers from an enc- 
my on our frontiers, it would be thought, could 
have given rise to such motions. If the PresinentT 
was not called on for the plan of defence, or for his 
opinion respecting the number of troops necessary 
for the defence of the frontiers last year, when 
war raged in that quarter, and we wero every day 
told here that we should be plunged into a war 
with Britain—why, when the Indians have been 
chastised into a wish for peace, and no onc has an 
idea of being engaged in a war with Britain, should 
he now be called on? As to information, itis in the 
hands of a committee, to whom was referred the 
Presipent’s Message und the Report of the Secre- 
tary of War, 

After some further debate, the motion made by 
Mr. Sepewicx was finaliy carried—y cus 40, nays 37. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sepewick and Mr. Harr- 
LEY be appointed a committee to wait on the Pre- 
sIDENT With the foregoing resolution. 


Trurspay, January 22. 
y 


Tho Com- 


But, when were they at war with us? They l 


The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee appointed to inquire whether any, 
and what, alteration is necessary to be made in the 
laws respecting lost or destroyed certificates, which 
lay upon the table. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That any alteration in tho act “ limit- 
ing the time for presenting claims for destroyed 
certilicntes of certain descriptions,” would be im- 
proper; and that all claims for lost or destroyed 
certificates, not comprehended in the provisions of 
the saidact, ought to be decided on by tho Legis- 
lature according to their respective merits. 

Mr. Davros, from the committee appointed to 
prepare and report a plan further to provide for 
calling forth the Militia of the United States to ex- 
ecute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasions, made a report, which was read. 
Whereupon, 

disolved, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and report a bill to provide for calling forth 
the Militia of the United States to execute the Jaws 
of tho Union, suppress insurrections, and repel in- 
vasions, and to repeal tho act now in force for those 
purposes. 

Ordered, That Mr. Davron, Mr, Harrasy, Mr. 
Benuasin Bourne, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. McDow- 
ELL, bo appointed a committee, pursuant to the said 
resolution. 

Tho louso proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act making further provisions in cases of 
drawbacks ;” and the same being read, were agreed 
to. 
The Mouse resolved itself into a Committce of 
the Whole Ifouse on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled ‘An 
act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States ;’" and, after some timo 
spent therein, the Commiltce rose and reported pro- 
gress. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
Tlouse be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the said bill, and that it be recommitted to 
Mr. Suernunne, Mr. Vartriry, Mr. DEARBORN, 
Mr, McDoweut, and Mr. Greenup. 

The Mouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the remission of 
the tonnage duties on cerlain French vessels, The 
Committee rose aud reported the bill without amend- 
ment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill supplementary to the act concern- 
ing invalids; which was read twice, and corn- 
mitted, 

The Iouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Ilouse on the report of the cominittco 
to whom was referred the petition of Charles 
Heems ; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported their disagreement 
to the same. The Louse then procecded to con- 


An engrossed bill for reviving certain suits and | sider the said report al the Clerk's table: where- 
process which have been discontinued in the Dis- | upon, the queslion Leing taken, that the House do 
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agree with the Committee of the Whole House in j through the bil. Jt was next read in the House, 


their disagreement to the said report, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments, reported yesterday, from the Committce of 
the Whole House, to the bill supplementary to the 
act “ for enrolliug and licensing ships or vessels to 
be employcd in the coasting trade and fisheries, 
and for regulating the same ;” and, the said amend- 
ments beirg severally twice read, were agreed to 
by the House. f 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Parker, from the commitlee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill for establishing trading-houses for the 
purpose of supplying the Indian nations within 
the United States; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolution, 
reported on the fifth instant, from the Committee 
of the Whole House to whom was referred the re- 
port of the committee appointed to consider and 
report on the expediency of making any further 
alterations in the laws of the United States rela- 
tive to the cession of the jurisdiction by particular 
States, in lands, where are established, or may, by 
law, be directed to be built and established, light- 
houses, buoys, and public piers; and the said reso- 
lution being twice read, was agreed to by the 
House, as follows : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill declaring that cessions of jurisdic- 
tion made by any State in lands, where have been 
erected, or may, by law, be provided to be erected 
and placed, light-houses, beacons, buoys, and pub- 
lic piers, with a reservation of concurrent juris- 
diction, so far as shall authorize the service of the 
process, civil and criminal, under the authority of 
such State, shall be deemed sufficient cessions of 
jurisdiction, in pursuance of the laws providing 
for the maintenance and ercction of light-houses, 
beacons, buoys, and public piers; and that, where 
absolute cessions forsuch purposes have been made, 
the States who have nade the same, shall, notwith- 
standing, be entitled to exercise and retain a con- 
current jurisdiction, so far as shall authorize the 
service of process, civil and criminal, under their 
authority, within the ceded Territory. 

Ordered, That Mr. Corr, Mr. Trepwect, and 
Mr. Les, be appointed a committee pursuant to the 
said resolution. 

Ordered, That a committee be appcinted to in- 
quire aud report on the expediency of continuing 
in force, or repealing, the whole or part of the act, 
entitled “An act prohibiting, for a limited time, 
the exportation of arms and ammunition, and en- 
couraging the importation of the same.” And a 
committee was appointed of Mr. WILLIAM SMITH, 
Mr. Dayron, and Mr. CARNES. 


EXPORTATION OF ARMS. 

A bill was read from the Senate, for repealing 
part of the act for prohibiting the exportation of 
arms, and encouraging the importation of the same. 
The House resolved into a Committee, and- went 


a POE e 


and a motion was made for referring it to a select 
committee. This was negatived. The bill was 
then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
The object of this bill was to permit an exportation 
of lead. Mr. Firzsimons said that there was great 
plenty of lead in the public stores, so that the oc- 
casion for which this part of the bill had been 
passed was at an end. 


GOODS DESTROYED BY FIRE. 


The IIouse next went into a Committee on the 
report of the select committee, to whom were re- 
ferred the petitions of sundry persons, praying to 
be relieved from obligations for the payment of du- 
ties on goods which were afterwards destroyed by 
fire or other accidents, with instructions to con- 
sider and report on the policy of remitting duties 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, in cases where 
such goods, wares, and merchandise, shall be de- 
stroyed by fire or other accidents, 

The Committee, in thcir report, recommended 
the following resolution, viz. : 

“That provision ought to be made by law, author- 
izing the Collector of the District to remit the duties 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United Statea, on its being proven to his satisfaction 
that they had been destroyed by fire, or other accident, 
before they were landed, or after they were landed, and 
before any removal from the places where they may 
have been landed, within the district for which they 
were reported to be destined by the entry of the vessel.” 

The Committee disagrecd to this resolution. 
The Chairman reported progress, and the House 
adjourned. 


Frıpay, January 28. 


An engrossed bill supplementary to the act “for 
enrolling and licensing ships or vessels to be em- 
ployed in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for 
regulating the same,” was read the third time, and 
passed. 

An engrossed bill for the remission of the ton- 
nage duties on certain French vessels, was read the 
third time, and passed, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Epaphras Jones and others,” 
with an amendment; to which they desire the con- 
currence of the House. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in 
a bill or bills to amend the act, entitled * An act for es- 
tablishing the salaries of the Executive officers of Go- 
yernment, with their Assistants and Ulerks? and ‘An 
act for allowing compensation to the menibers of the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States, and to the officers of both Houses; and to re- 
duce all such salaries as, in the opinion of the said 
Committee, after haviug made due inquiry, ought to be 
reduced :” 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House on Monday 
next, 
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Mr. Daytoy, from the committee appoiuted, pre- 
sented a bill to provide for calling forth the Militia 
to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insur- 
rections, and repel invasions, and to repeal the act 
now in force for those purposes; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further consideration 
of’ the said report; and that it be recommitted to 
Mr. Samvet Smitu, Mr. Dearsorn, Mr. DAYTON, 
Mr. Parker, and Mr. Pickens. 

The House proceeded to consider the amendment 
proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Epaphras Jones and others ;” 
and the same being read, was agreed to. 

Mr. Dexter, from the committee to whom was 
referred that part of the Message from the Pre- 
SIDENT OF THE UNITED States, of the eighth instant, 
which relates to the Letter from the Governor of 
the Territory Northwest of the river Ohio, made a 
report; which was read, and ordered to be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House on Mou- 
day next. 

he bil for repealing part of the act for pro- 
hibiiing the exportation of arms and ammunition, 
was read a third time. Mr. Dayton objected, that. 
if the bill was in itself proper, the whole of the 
old act ought on the same principles to be repealed. 
It was, therefore, ordered to lie on the table till 
Monday. 

Mr. Cuarsorne moved that his resolution, laid 
on the table some time awo, relative to reducing the 
salaries of certain officers under Government, 
should be referred to a Committee of the Whole, 
which was agreed to, and Mouday next appointed 
for that purpose. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The Ilouse again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Secretary of War respecting the fortifications of 
the United States. 

The following is a copy of the report above re- 
ferred to: 


“That by the Report of the Secretary of War, it ap- 
pears that, in pursuance of the act of the last session, 
the fortifications of the different ports and harbors are 
in considerable forwardness, excepting only the ports 
of Boston, and Wilmington in the State of Delaware, 
suspended for reasons assigned by the Secretary, in 
his report. 

“That contracts have been entered into for the ord 
nance necessary, and measures taken for progressing 
in the fortificauions as soon as the season will permit. 

“That, Irom the necessity of enlarging the plan of 
defence in some instances, and the enhanced price of 
labor and materials, since the first estimate was made, 
asum not Jess than $225,500 will be necessary to com- 
plete the plan of defence contemplated, admitting the 
fortifications to be constructed of timber and earth ; 
and if executed with stone, toa much larger sum. 

“The Comnuttee, talking into view the circumstances 
connected with the subject, and having received the 
necessary information from the Secretary of War, sub- 
mit the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the necessary works for fortifying 


the ports and harbors of the United States ought to be 
continued, and constructed of the most durable mate- 
rials, so as best to answer the purposes of defence and 
permanency. 

“ Resolved, That a sum not exceeding $500,000 (over 
and above the sums already appropriated) be appro- 
priated for the purpose aforesaid; and that a sum not 
exceeding $100,000 per annum be provided for the 
services aforesaid. 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized to give preference, in point of time, to 
the completion of such of the said fortifications as he 
may thiuk advisable.” 


Mr. Parker moved that the following words 
should be struck out of the first resolution : “ and 
constructed of the most durable materials, so as 
best to answer the purposes of defence and per- 
maneney.” 

Mr. Firzsrmoxs was in favor of permanent for- 
tifications; for if they were only slight, in three or 
four years they would be destroyed. 

Mr. Heats was for reducing the number of for- 
tified places, and making the remainder more com- 
plete. He mentioned Alexandria, in Virvinia, and 
Annapolis, in Maryland, as two of the places which 
he thought it unnecessary to fortify. 

Mr. Gmes was averse to going into much fur- 
ther expense. He hoped that the chiuse with the 
principle which it contained would be struck out. 

The elause was accordingly struck out. 

Another amendment was then proposed, which 
likewise gave rise to a long conversation. The 
sum of the subject in dispute was, whether all the 
places at first proposed shonld be fortified, and in 
what way a durable fortification ought to be 
made ? 

Mr. Goopuue at last moved that the Committee 
of the Whole rise, and the report be referred to a 
select committee. 

Mr. Firzstuons imagined that this would be a 
mere loss of time. It would be doing, as is too 
often done, getting rid of the business for the mean- 
lime, and receiving it back again exactly as we 
gave it. 

Mr. Ames, in making some remarks on the sub- 
ject, adverted to the present state of Castle Wil- 
liam, at Boston. It would, said Mr. A., be much 
safer to stand without such fortifications than with- 
in them. 

Mr. Sevewick observed, that the account which 
his colleague had given was perfectly just. No 
gentleman in that House, perhaps, knew less than 
he did of these matters, but it required no skill in 
fortifications to see that those referred to were of 
very little value. -A single ship of war could Jay 
all our large trading towns under contribution. 
We are more prosperous than any other people, 
Surely, then, America may, like other nations, 
afford to fortify her harbors, He spoke this on 
account of the public at large, for neither he nor 
his immediate constituents were in any danger 
from such a thing. 

Mr. Dearnorn admitted that Castle William was 
capable of very little defence. In fact it was in a 
state of ruin. 


Several other gentlemen also spoke. At length 
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Mr. S. Smera insisted that the Committee should | presented a bill relative to the compensations to 
rise, as it was evident that they could not at pre- certain officers employed in the collection of the 
sent determine what was meant by a durable forti- j duties of impost and tonnage; which was read 
fication. One gentleman understood one thing, an- j twice and committed. 
other gentleman another thing, and so on. They | The House proceeded to consider the report of 
were in fact not doing any business. es committee to whom was referred the memorial 
Mr. Caristie concurred in thia remark. The | of George Latimer and others, Which Jay on the 
Committee rose. ‘The Chairman asked leave ta sit | table: Whereupon, + 


again, but on the motion of Mr. Nicnoras, the re- Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring 
port was referred to a select committee. The in a Lill authorizing the allowance of a drawback of 
House then adjourned till Munday. ‘the duties on such part of the cargo of the ship 


Enterprise, Herbert Jones, commander, as has been 
imporied from Newbern, North Carolina, and shall 
_ A memorial of sundry manufacturers of hemp, be aa nee Sees << Mr. G : 
in the town of Boston, in the State of Massachu- | | IME ae nia k eee ree 
setts, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was ae anes aia perce Bogie ie pni 
presented to the House and read, praying that the eee oe hoe Rate ae informed the Ious 
draw back of the duty imposed by law on the im- that E EN A i d e i aid TAT 
portation of frig hemp mag be Algodon the | tt ense lae paaa De A eo poii 
exportation of the same, when manufact into |". ae Bese ane 
corde within the United States peers duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
a } ite NF 3” -i seyyar] ¢ a ` s 
Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to i tie nea ee is several amendusents , 
Mr. Goopnue, Mr. Warrs, and Mr. HEISTER; w iici they desire the concurrence of this 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- The Ho 7 dedt ider the said d 
pin the same, with their opinivn thereupon, to the hinte ANA oe Bane teid a iG, 7 
ouse. nET es mes Pee ere : 
Mr. Corr, from the committee appointed, pre- Mr. SHERBURNE, from the committee to whom 
sented a bill relative to cessions of jurisdiction in | WaS recommitted the bill sent from the Senate, en- 
laves.schere have been: or may hereafter at, | titled “An act to amend the act, entitled * An act 
Pi and fixed, eht- hodkes, Dees a to estahlish the Post Office and Post Roads within 
t : Ig $ À 3 ys, § Š stod Sts T E R: Pear ESAR A me red: 
PS p: wie was read twice and committed. eae made a report ; which was read : 
r. WILLIS Swit, from the committee ap- ; nari 
pointed to consider and report on the expediency ee a Haan E ae aE 
of continuing in force or repealing the whole or UGE: Sao AAEE OAA tne A TESE gee to- 
He A the ae entitled “ An act prohibiting for a The Touse resolved itself into a Committee of 
imited time the exportation of arms and ammu- x aren Re i 
wi y anpa s PIT the Whole on the bill supplementary to the act 
ia Bide & E whieh IM porao E entitled “ An act to aa more effectually for 
upon, Í SAR cig | the collection of the duties on goods, wares, and 
rape ba Lie merchandise, imported into the United States, and 
Resolved, That it would be expedient to repeal on the oasia ot ships und vessels” and teen. 
the first, second, third, and fourth sections of the : ag a ps and vessels,” and, after 
said act, and to continuc the fifth section in force neat ERA M hih, aie ae aie 
for another year, so far as relates to the importation | ..4 8 AMitee nad nag The SAAHLEUNQErCoN: 
of brass cannon, muskets, and firelocks, with bay sideration, and made several amendments thereto ; 
; S, ay- P E a r roo rar F a 
a ats to the same, pistols, swords, cutlasses, ee severally twiee read, and agreed to by 
musket ball, lead, and gunpowder; und for two an . A : 
years longer, so far as relates to the importation of oe That na cc a ie the amend- 
sulphur and saltpetre. ments, be engrossed and read the third time to- 
Ordered, That a Lill or bills be brought in ay act 
H S t £ A pur- n 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. WIL- S a TO ih SE NENE scone that the House 
LIAM SMITH, Mr. Daytow, and Mr. Caryes, do pre- iR ; ae aes s eso ion: 
pare and bring in the same. esolved, That the State of Georgia be reimbursed 
A memorial of Brothers, Coster, and Company theamount of a suit of the executors of Robert Farqua- 
of the City of New York, merchants, was present: har against the said State, fur sundry goods sold to the 
ed to the House and read, praying that they may be | Sii State, for the use of the troops of the United States, 


‘ vhich suit was depending before the Supr Cour 

amitt i NR fics Mert which I g before the Supreme Court at 
Owed ao ie N a re Si Indies, or be al- | the time of the settlement of the acconnts between 
5 he duty on a quantity of | the United Srates and inchvidual States, and has been 


ree which they imported before the passing of ! since discharged by the said State giving its obligation 

he act prohibiting the exportation of arms and am- | for the principal sum of the said suit :” z 

munition. l Ordered, That the said motion be committed to 
Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to | the Committee of Claims. 

the committee last appointed, with instruetions to Mr. Eleatu, from the committee appointed to 

examine the matter thereof, and report the same, j inquire and report what progress has been made 

with their opinion thereupon, to the House. in the settlement of the accounts of the former 
Mr. Goopuve, from the committee appointed | Government; what are the unpaid balances on the 
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settled acconnts, together with the measures taken 
for recovering payment of the same; whether any, 
and what steps have been taken to compel per- 
sons to whom public money was intrusted to set- 
tle their accounts; and whether any further mea- 
sures are necessary on that subject ; made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House on Monday 
next. 

A message from the Senate informed the Tonse 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled, “ An 
act to establish an uniform rule of naturalization, 
and to repeal the act heretofore passed on that sub- 
ject,” with several amendments; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agreed to. 

Mr. Wintiame Switn, from the committee ap 
pointed, presented a bill to repeal a part, and to 
continue in force another part, of the act, entitled 
“ Anact prohibiting, for a limited time, the exporta- 
tion of arms and ammunition, and encouraging the 
importation of the same;” which was read twice 
and committed. 


INVALID PENSIONS. ' 

The [louse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole ITousc on the bill supplementary to the 
act concerning invalids. 

Mr. Tracy proposed an amendment which was 
in substance that every commissioned officer who 
has received commutation, and who has been, or 
shall be placed on the pension list, shall not be 
entitled to receive his pension unless he shall first 
have returned the commutation which he has re- 
ceived, into the Treasury of the United States. 

The amendment was agreed to by the Commit- 
tee. The amendment passed the Iouse. 

Ordered, ‘hat the said Lill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 


TITOMAS PERSON AND OTHERS. 


Mr. McDowstt observed that there was before 
the House a report of a committee on the petition 
of Thomas Person and others, proprietors of lands 
in the Territory of the United States South of the 
river Ohio, ‘This report was taken up some weeks 
ago, bul was then postponed with an expectation 
of farther information coming to hand, and this in- 
formation has now been received. Mr, McD, there- 
fore notified the House, that he should call up that 
report to-morrow. It was, he said, a subject of 
considerable importance. Ie wished gentlemen to 
turn their attention to il, fur a decision appeared 
necessary, as a great number of citizens in the State 
of North Carolina, and elsewhere, are waiting with 
anxicty for a determination. 

NATHANTEL APPLETON. 

The Tlouse went intoa Committee of the Whole, 
on the report of the select committee on the peti- 
tion of Nathanicl Appleton, a sufferer by fire, The 
substance of the report was, 

“'That the sum of — dollara be paid out of the 
Public 'lreasury to Nathaniel Appleton, to conpensate 
hım for his losses by fire duins his exertions to save 
public property, while his osn was consumed.” 


Mr. Nrcnotas wished to know what was the pub- 
lic property saved. 

Mr. Dexter replied that Mr. Appleton was a 
Commissioner of Loans, and he had saved books 
and papers relative to the Debts of the United 
States. What would or might otherwise have been 
saved, there was nobody who could tell. 

Mr. Buouxt objected to this proposal as a bad 
precedent. 

Mr. Tracy doubted whether the Iouse could 
properly grant a general kind of thing like this. 
Tf it had been possible to specify something worth 
ten, or a hundred, or a thousand pounds of the pro 
perty of Mr. Appleton consumed by fire, while he 
was saving the public property, and which but for 
that, would have been saved, he might then agree 
to it, hnt such a proof whs impossible. 

Mr. Senewrek was for agreeing to the report. 

Mr. Bouniyor was against it, The more the 
consequences of this grant were contemplated, the 
more dangerous they would appear. If it had 
been proved that in the case of fire, Mr. Appleton 
had not given his first attention to the public pa- 
pers, the Legislature wonld, in the opinion of Mr. 
B., have tried some means to get him dismissed. 
Mr. Appleton had, in his memorial, stated, that 
his salary was too small, owing to the prodigious 
advance in the price of living. This was a qnite 
distinct thing from the misfortune by fire. Tf the 
salary was too small, Mr. B. was willing to make it 
larger. 

Mr. Caristie wondered that the gentleman 
from Massachusetls, [Mr. Senawick] could think 
of proposing such payment, Not long ago, it was 
proved that av officcr, (Major Rudolph,) had spent 
an hundred pounds in the service of the public, 
and had never got payment, and this gentleman 
refused lo pay him. But now, because a man, 
when his house was burning had taken up an arm- 
ful of books, and got away with them, you are to 
pay him. ‘bere was no consistency in such 
things. Mr. C. said that he feared the merit of 
the claim was affected in this case by the quarter 
from whence it caine. ‘There was no consistency 
in such opinions. 

On a division thirteen members were in favor of 
the report, which was thus negatived. 

The Committee rose, and the House adjourned 


Turspay, January 27. 


An engrossed bill, supplementary to the act en- 
titled “ An act to provide more eilectually for the 
collection of the duties on gaods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States, and on 
the tonnage of ships or vessels,” was read the third 
time, and passed. f 

An engrossed bill, supplementary to the act con- 
cerning invalids, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

‘A message from the Senate informed the Houso. 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act for the ascertainment of certain losses of the 
officers of Government, and other citizens, by the 
insurgents in the Western eountics of Pennsrl- 
vania, and providing some present relief to the 
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sufferers,” wilh several amendments; to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- | 
ments; and, the same being read, were ordered to 
be committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
to-morrow. 

The Seraxer laid hefore the House a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accompa- 
nying his account of the Receipts and Expenditures 
of pubhc moneys, from the first day of July to the 
thirtieth day of September, cne thousand seven ! 
hundred and ninety-four, inclusive; which were | 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Firzstvoxs, from the committee appointed. 
presented a bill to authorize the allowance of draw- 
back on part of the cargo of tie ship Enterprise ; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

The Louse resoived itself info a Committee of 


tion to the Members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States, and to the 
officers of both Houses; and to reduce all such 
salaries as, in the opinion of the said committee 
after having made due inquiry, ought to be re- 
duced.” 

Mr. Cnuarporne said: A worthy gentleman from 
Maryland, the other day, suggested an amend- 
ment to the proposition now bcfore you, which I 
understood to contemplate the increase of some 
salaries ; and, if that gentleman can reconcile it to 
himself and his constituents, let him move and 
carry it, if he can. For my part, I am pleased 
with the proposition as it is, and yet it may have 
great imperfections. It is very common for ford 
parents to be blind to the imperfeetions of their 
own offspring; and, as this is a production of my 
own, it is probable that T may be under the same 


the Whole House on the bill sent from the Se- | delusive prejudices, hut T hope that cheerful aeqni- 
nate, entitled “ An act to amend the act entitled | eseence which L have always shown to the majori- 
“An act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads | ty, has sufficiently evinced that Iam no bigot to 
within the United States ;’” and, after some time | my own opinions. I said, the other day, that I 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported | was (determined, if the proposition must die, it 


progress. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further consideration 
of the said bill; and that it be again recommitted 
to Mr. Sorrsursz, Mr. Haxtiny, Mr. DEARBORN, 
Mr. McDowc 1, and Mr. Greensur. 

The Speaxur laid before the House a Letter and 
report from the Secretary of War, made by order 
of the PRESIDENT or THE Uxrrep States, pursu- 
ant to the resolution of this House of’ the twenty- 
first instant; which were read, and ordered to be 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House, 
to whom is committed the report of the committee 
appointed to examine and report what proceedings 
have been had under the act “ for making further 
and more effectual provision for the protection of 
the frontiers of the United States,” and to report 
whether any, and what, alterations are necessary 
to the several Jaws respecting the Military Estab- 
lishment, and the protection of the frontiers of the 
United States, 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee appointed to inquire and report on 
the expediency of erecting a lizht-house near the 
entrance of the harbor of (ieorgetown, in the State 
of South Carolina, which lay on the table. Whore- 
upon, 

Resolved, That it will be proper that a light 
house be erected near the entrance of the harbor 
of Georgetown, in the State of South Carolina. 

Ordered That a bill or-Lills be brought in pursu- 
ant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Witura. 
Suru, Mr. Grove, and Mr. Bextor, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 


* REDUCTION OF SAT ARIES. 


The Fouse resolved itsclf into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the motion of tie twenty- 
third instant, “that a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill or bills to amend the act entitled 
‘An act for establishing the salaries of the Execu- 


tive Officers of Goverrment, with their assistants | the inherent rights of human 


and clerks; and an act ‘for allowing compensa- 


should be by assassination ; but as, in this, a degree 
of guilt is implicd, and might be attended with sc- 
rious consequences to those concerned in it, I shall 
be satisfied to give it a fair trial, aud, if il must 
dic, that it may be by legal and fair adjudication, 
or, in other words, after full and fair discussion of 
its merits, 

We now have fairly before us a proposition that 
contemplates a redress of these grievances, which, 
since the adoption of the present form of Govern- 
ment, have been a subject of grievous complaint 
and heartburning amongst the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States. Many of them, and, I believe, a very 
great majority, conccive that the exorbitant sala- 
ries established to the Legislative, Executive, Ju- 
diciary, and their assistants, are not consistent 
with, or can possibly contribute to the existence 
or well-being of a Republican Government, which, 
in its nature, holds out the idea of equality and 
justice, but which, in the present mode of admi- 
nistration, cannot fail to have a direct opposite 
tendency, inasmuch as the very profuse salaries 
that. all who have the good fortune to get places 
under the pay and influence of the present Ad- 
ministration, if they make a prudent use of thein, 
must ultimately enrich and place thom in a situa- 
tion so far above the vast bulk of the citizens, 
whose industrious fingers arc not permitted a sin- 
gle dip into those very coffers which have been 
swelled by filching a little from that hard-gotten 
pittance already far inadequate to the necessary 
but very ordinary subsistence of their families, as 
at last to endanger the very existence or shadow 
of this glorious and dear-bought Government, that 
has already raised the drooping and once-dejected 
heads of the poor American citizens, who now 
glory more in having thrown off that subordina- 
tion that was assumed and exercised over them 
under the late detestable Monarchical Govern- 
ment, by their rulers, or public officers, than even 
in their lives and fortunes. Men begin to know 
nature. ‘They have 
dipped into and tasted a little of the swects of po- 
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litical regeneration, and, amongst “all classes of! culation, for a redundancy of that, or any thing 
your citizens, you may discover a zeal that amounts | else, will always diminish the value; and, if the 


to enthusiasm. that lives and bnrns and grows al- 
ne to a prodigy. Instances are not wanting, 

, fo evince that thousands of those who were 
not fond of this Government at its adoption, are 
now, on all occasions, 1cady to step forth in its 


present custom of disbursing the public money is 
persisted in, the whole wealth of the United States 
must shortly centre in and about Philadelphia ! 
But, sir, by the adoption of public economy, we 
may shortly become able to obviate this great 


support, and the laws that are passed consistent | evil, and make our disbursements more diffusive, 
therewith, But this does, by no means, argue | by paying out money to those who have demands 
that they will submit for cver to repeated abuses upon your justice, distributed over the United 
of the Government, which may ultimately tend to | States, if any but those who reside around the Seat 


its overthrow ; and "exorbitant salaries, with other 
profuse appropriations of the public moncy, at a 
time when the nation is groaning under an 
immense weight of foreign and domestic debt, 
which, (calculating upon the blessings of peace, 
and, of course, a very increasing revenue, not 


reasonably to be calculated on so long a time,) it; 
is agreed on all hands will take a term not less; 


than thirty-two years to extinguish. hey con- 
ceive this to be one of those abuses, and, vested 
with the rights of freemen, closely imterwoven 
with the obligations of good citizens and lovers 
of their country, have ventured by divers ways, 

to suggest thew disapprobation thereof, in hope 
that its glaring impropriety would be ‘taken up 
and removed, as far as the present situation of our 
finances and the public good will admit. lt is 
true, they have not come forward in the Consti- 
tutional mode by petition, &., but no member 
in-this Jouse, will, I presume, say that they have 
not heard the loud clamors and complaints of the 
people on this subject. But perhaps I shall be 
answered that [ am not charged with their peti- 
tions to make the proposition, and if I was, that 
the people are not proper judges whether the sa- 
laries complained of are more than adequate, and 
to prove that some of them have not been so, 
I shall be told that the allowances to two of your 
most valuable officers have been so inadequate as | 
to drive them out of your service. To this, I an- 
swer, that many other officers, with as large fami- 
lies, and a much less salary, have not abandoned 
your service—and why, sir? Permit me to an 
swer, because they have probably proportioned 
their style of living to their quantum of salary, 
which pradence dictates, or cusiom has established, 
through all ranks of your citizens; else whence 
comes it that twenty-five thousand dollars per an- 


of Government have any demand upon your justice 
| or goodness. I am apprised that the proposition 
is a very unpopalar one here, and that many will 
perhaps knit their brows at me; but, sir, when I 
entered into public life, it was without any cring- 
ing views. I meant not to court smiles, or fear 
frowns, and I had no doubt but I should meet my 
share of both. When T gain the former by proper 
conduct, I have pleasure in it; when the lat- 
ter by improper conduct, L am sorry for it. But 
| it will be much to be lamented, if ever we see the 
day when the people shall be suffered to complain 

| from year to year of any grievance, and their Re- 
| presentatives shall be ashamed or afraid to make 
those grievances known, or ask redress, lest they 
be laughed out of countenance, or lose favor at 
| Court. But so hardy ain I, if you prefer that ex- 


pression, that, while [ have the honor of a seat in 
this House, none of those considerations shall ever 
deter me from stepping forth in their behalf; but 
be the result of this proposition what it may, I 
now warn you against evils that may come, as 
you have been heretofore warned of evils that 
| have come, fur the obligations of power and sub- 
mission are reciprocal. It is as much your duty 

| to pass wholesome laws, as it is the duty of the 
people to obey them. And now, having done my 

z duty, T shall take my seat content to abide the re- 
f sult, ‘but hope a committee will be appointed. 

Mr. Nicuonas declared that he would be very 
willing to vote for the appointment of such a com- 
mittee, if he could sec any good purpose to be de- 
rived from it, or if the gentleman who laid the 
resolution on the table could give him any informa- 
tion that tended to prove its expediency. For his 
own part, he had but a small family, and of that 
he had left one-half behind him in Virginia, yet 
he found: that his allowance as a member of the 


num is not too much for the Presipenr or tHe | Legislature was barely sufficient for supporting 
Usirep Srares? Five thousand dollars is enough | this half of his famiiy, though he livel with as 
for the Vice President, two thousand one hundred | much economy as he ever had done in his life. 
and ninety for a member of Congress; and the | He was certain that he should not take one sh l- 
salaries of many of your valuable officers, who! ling of public money home with him to Virginia. 
have families, and devote their whole time to your ; We requested gentlemen to remember that it was 
service, are as low as five hundred dollars per an- not the present Congress who had given six dol- 
num. lere I shall again be told that the price ‘lars per day to themselves, but that it had been 
of housc-rent, and every other necessary of life, i fixed by their predecessors, and fixed at a time 
has increased, and may continue to increase, so; when living was fifty per cent. cheaper than it is 
as to drive all your oificers out of your service. į i now. 
To this, L beg leave to answer, that if you con-! Mr. BouprxoT observed, that he should not have 


tinuc such high salaries, or increase them, as in 
some instances it is asked, and because of the pre- 
sent enhanced price of the necessaries of life, I 
think the evil will increase in proportion to the ; 
immense sum of money that you throw into cir- 


| troubled the Committee on this question, had it 
„not been for several considerations particularly 
applicable to himself, He was as impartial on 
the present debate as any member on ‘the floor. 
After the close of this session of Congress, he 
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never expected to receive a farthing of public | of expense than any gcutleman on the floor, who 
money again, and therefore no interest of his own, did not reside in that city. Me boarded with 
could sway his judgment improperly to object! a near relation, and was in a manner in his own 
against the resolution on the table. Ife had been Í family ; and, although he paid the usual price of 
among the number of those members who origi- | boarding as at other places, yet there were a thou- 
nally were for fixing the compensation of mem- | sand nameless small articles which savel him 
bers of Congress at a less sum than six dollars; many advances. He was within sixteen miles of 
not because he thought it beyond the amount of | his own family, from whence he received many 
their expenses, but, from an idea of the then de- things that prevented his laying out monev. Dur- 
ranged state of the finances, and that, if sacrifices ing three sessions he kept an exact and faithful 
were to be made, they should begin with this | account of his expenditures ; and, at the end of that 
House. He appealed to his uniform conduct for | time, the balance was but 43s. 4d.; but on which 
six years past, to prove that he had always op- | side of the question his memory did not allow him 
posed an increase of salaries or other public ex- | to say. At present, he was also under very peen- 
penses, when the interest of the Union did not | liar advantages, yet he was confident that, at the 
require it. He did not doubt that the gentleman | end of the session, he should not have any balance 
who brought forward this resolution, thought he | in his favor, from his compensation as a member, 
was doing his duty in advocating it; and Mr. B, | Mr. B. appealed to every gentleman's own know- 
thought it was equally the duty of the Committee ledge, and particularly to the gentleman who made 
to be convinced that they were not wasting their | the motion, if he thought that what he reccived 
time in unnecessarily proceeding in business, with- | would more than pay his expenses. 
out having some foundation for rational inquiry. Gentlemen were often crying out against an 
The gentleman had declared that he was led to Aristocracy in this country; yét measures of this 
bring forward the resolution, not from any con- | kind tended to establish one, by reducing the com- 
viction of his own, for he knew not the officer to pensation of members, so that no citizeu bul the 
whom he could point his finger and say, that he | rich and affluent conld attend as a Representa- 
had a greater salary than he deserved, but it was | tive in Congress. This certainly was the most 
from the voice of che people, who were discon- | effectual way of bringing about a dangerous Aris- 
tented and clamorous on the subject of large sala- | tocracy in the United States, Should not mon 
ries, and particularly the compensation to mem- | of abilities, though in the middle walks of life, be 
bers of Congress. Mr, B. said, for bis own part, | encouraged to come forward and yield their ser- 
he did not believe these objections arose from the | vices to their country, without being dependent 
voice of the people. lad the gentleman offered | on any person or sot of men whatever? Is it not 
any evidence of this lo the Committee? ‘That | sufficient that their time and talents are given to 
he believed it himself, Mr. B. did not doubt; but, the public? Must they pay their expenses too? 
this ought not to be sufficient evidence to the Com- Mr. B. was aware that the resolution proposed 
mittee, There was none on the table, Not a| related to the officers of Government as well as 
single petition had come forward to the Uouse on | members of Congress, but he had confined his re- 
this subject. There was nothing in the complex- | marks to the last, as the part of the subject he was 
ion of our Government that prevented the appli- | best acquainted with. He begged gentlemen to 
cation of the people to their Representatives, if | look around and point out the public officer who 
they were dissatisfied. They had frequently re-| received more than a reasonable reward for his 
chosen the same members who voted for this| services, Professional men of the first abilities, 
compensation From whence, then, arose the} were absolutely necessary to carry on the public 
evidence of the public voice being elamorous | business; and could any one, fit for his office, be 
against the compensation of the members of Con- | shown who could not do full as well, if not much 
gress? | better, in the exercise of his profession in private 
Mr. B. did not doubt but there were uninformed | li e, than he did in the public service, if pecuni- 
individuals, who might object to six dollars per | ary matters were his only object? In short, (Mr. 
day; but he was confident that the well-informed | B. said.) this House was placed between Scylla 
among the citizens of the Uniled States, and those | and Charybdis. The public officers were com- 
who reflected on the subject, would think (at the | plaining, and even resigning, for want of sufficient 
present day at least) it was not more than would compensation for their services ; on the other hand, 
barely pay the reasonable expenses of gentlemen | an attempt was now made to reduce their salaries 
who attended to their duty here in a proper man- | still lower, on the supposed clamors of the peuple. 
ner. Almost every article of consumption was | Mr. B. did not believe they could be denominated 
from twenty to thirty per cent. higher now than | those of the people; neither did he see any evi- 
it was at the commencement of the Government. dence of the fact. JIe did not consider the com- 
The Constitution of the United States as the act plaints of a few individuals as the public voice. 
of the people and the public voice contemplated a | Ought not the gentlemen to come forward with 
compensation to the members of Congress. Did| some kind of calculations or estimates to have 
not this mean something more than the bare dis- | shown that certain salaries were too high, or more 
charge of their expenses? Yet Congress had not | than the services performed were entitled to? 
gone beyond it. This had not been dene; but the Committee were 
When Congress sat at New York, Mr. B. said urged, at this important moment, to proceed to an 
that he was in a situation more favorable in point | inquiry, which every gentleman on the floor al- 
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ready knew as well as he could do by the most la- 
bored investigation, He therefore concluded that, 
to agree to the resolution, would be a waste of the 
short time that yet remained of the session, and 
an unwise measure. Mr. B. would have content- 
ed himself with joining the Committee in a silent 
vote on this subject, but he thought the observa- 
tions made in support of the measure ought to re. 
ceive some answer, if not to convince the Com- 
mittee, yet to satisfy their constituents that there 
could exist no necessity for a present inquiry of 
this nature. 

Mr. Crarpoxne begged leave to remmd the 
Tlouse that he had never asserted the salaries were 
too high. Dis motion went only to appointing 4 
committee for an inquiry whether the salaries 
Were so or not. 

Mr. W. Smita said, that the resolution was, in 
its present shape, so extremely vague, that one did 
not know how to give it a ‘delinition or a vote. 
Different objects were Inmped together. If, by 
an inquiry, the gentleman meant to examine into 
the wages of members of this House, it was quite 
needless to appoint a committee, becnuse every 
member can at this moment speak for himself, 
But Mr. S. did not consider the present time as 
the most proper for beginning to reduce salaries, 
when, within the last twelve months, there had 
been three resignations, viz: the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of War, and the Seeretary of the 
‘Treasury, and all chiefly for one reason, the small- 
ness of the salary. 1 have no doubt (said Mr. S.) 
of there being complaints, and, if the salary was 
reduced to three dollars per day, there would be 
still complaints, as we see in the case with the 
members of the Legislature of Pennsylvania. He 
only wished that the Committee would rise, and 
he should then vote in the House that they might 
not have leave to sit again. The mover of this 
resolution had mentioned the danger of meeting 
with reproaches from the people, who thought 
thcir salaries too high. Mr. S. saw very little in 
this matter, because the people who railed at the 
salary of six dollars per day, were only anxions 
to get in themselves, and embraced this topic as an 
expedient of ousting those members whom they 
wanted to succeed. 

Mr. Goopuve wished to ask Mr. Oxatsornr 
one question, “ Whether he found himself grow- 
ing rich?” 

Mr. Sepewicx saw no occasion for rising be- 
cause the Committee were perfectly competent at 
this moment to determine the question. 

Mr. Ruruenrorn was for reducing the salaries 
by one dollar per day, and one dollar every twenty- 
five miles that the members had to travel. This 
would be a reduction of one hundred dollars per 
day, which would be much better bestowed upon 
the innocent widow of the veteran who had fallen 
in the service of his country, 

Mr. Pace said, that he did not think the resolu- 
tion as it was worded, was a proper subject for 
discussion in that place; for the House, and not a 
committee, could properly resolve that committees 
should be appointed. Ilowever, as the resolution 
had been submitted by the House to the consider- 
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ation of the Committee of the Whole, it must bo 
examined; but, as to the object of it, that he 
thought was more properly before the Committee, 
as proposed hy the resolution; for, as T have re- 
marked on other occasions, if, instead of discussing 
a question fully, and collecting the sense of all the 
members in a Committee of the Whole, it be re- 
ferred to a committee of one member from each 
State, that committee might be unanimons in fa- 
vor of a resolution, against which, eizhteen mom- 
bers from Virginia, and a proportionate number 
from other States, might vote; or, hy the weight 
of that cominittee, the resolution might be carried, 
which could not have passed had it been fully and 
freely discussed in the Llouse. Here, then, my 
colleague's question should be examined, as T can- 
not say (as has heen said hy one of them) that I 
had no hand in fixing the salaries and pay of the 
officers of Government and members of Congress, 
having actually voted at New York for them as 
they now stand. I think 1 may with propriety, 
give my opinion respecting it. And Iam elearly 
of opinion, sir, that the question arises from a mis- 
apprehension of the snbject to which it is applied ; 
for there cannot be a prenter mistake than to sup- 
pose that parsimony in a Republic is necessary to 
its support. A certain degree of economy is 80; 
but parsimony, applied to the salaries of public 
officers, and the Representatives in particular, may 
be ruinons to the interests of a Republic. Should 
the salaries be so low that men of small fortunes 
cannot afford to serve their country, it must be 
deprived of their assistance, and we must accept 
of tne services of the rich, who, to havo their wills, 
though law, will serve even without pay; or, the 
Stale will be served by artful demagognes, by 
ready, designing men, who may, in pursuit of pro- 
fit as well as popularity, cut out places for them- 
selves and friends, producing at length confusion 
and anarchy, or, at least, such a bungling system 
of legislation as will cost more timo and money 
to rectify their blunders than the most extrava- 
gant salaries could amount to. What true Re- 
publican could wish to exclude from a scat in 
Congress a physician, Jawycr, merchant, farmer, 
or any other person possessed of such well-known 
abilities and virtues as to attract the attention and 
respect of a district which might wish to intrast 
its interests to him as a Representative? Or, ra- 
ther, who ought not to desire that, as all offices 
are open to all, that the son of the poorest citizen 
might be enabled, if qualified, to fill a seat here 
or clsewhere, to do it without sacrificing his pri~ 
vate interest? Ts it reasonable to expect thal men 
should sacrifice domestic case and the interests of 
their families to serve their country? It is not 
just to require it. Human nature, except on great 
and trying occasions, cannot obey such a requisi- 
tion. My colleague suys that he is not a man of 
fortune; bat, has he not a profession by which he 
can make more than by his attendance on this 
House? If not, he has nol a right to require such 
a sacrifice of any other person’s time and talents. 
The Constitution, far from requiring any thing 
like it, demands that compensation shall be made 
for all services; and who will desire less for scr- 
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vices than a mere subsistence for a person whilst 
actually employed in such service? I am sure 
that less than the present pay of members of Con- 
gress would not, in their present situation, be a 
subsistence. I recollect that, when the House of 
Representatives were debating, in the first session, 
at New York, whether their daily pay should be 
four, five, or six dollars, I affirmed that the expen- 
ses of the members where I boarded required that 
it should be six, that the State of Virginia having 
once allowed her Delegates to Congress cight dol- 
lars, and never less than six, when she bore the 
whole expense, could not object to her Represent- 
atives receiving that sum, when divided, as it was, 
amongst the States, and spread oul over the vari- 
ous duties and taxes of the United States. I ask- 
ed those, as I might ask my colleague now, who 
of our constituents could calculate what he would 
save by any proposed reduction of our pay? I 
have long suspected, sir, that Republics have lost 
more by parsimony than they were aware of, and 
that a misapprehension of some practices in an- 
cient Republics has been artfully kept up, so as 
to favor Aristocracy and Monarchy. The British 
Parliament has now no pay; but have they been 
as independent as their countrymen wished them 
under the British Government ? 

The Upper House of the Legislature, which 
was also the Supreme Court and Privy Council, 
had a moderate salary, and would never consent 
to have it raised, that it might be no object to 
men of small fortunes. But we are told that 
there is discontent amongst some of our constitu- 
ents respecting the high salaries of certain officers 
of Government, as well as of the members of 
Congress. Iam sorry to hear it; but I hope that 
when they reconsider the subject of their com- 
plaint, they will find that it was founded on mis- 
taken ideas of what is the real interest of a Gov- 
ernment like this. I believe such a dissatisfac- 
tion is subsiding. I know that I was informed 
that some of my constituents had objected to my 
re-election on account of my votes at New York 
for high salaries; but I was re-elected by a great 
majority of votes in a district of ten counties, and 
have been again elected by a district composed of 
six other counties—that county in which I was 
born, and have always resided, being the only one 
which made a part of the former district of ten— 
and yet I have heard no complaints respecting 
our six dollars: on the contrary, I have been often 
told they were a moderate compensation. Had 
my constituents furnished me with instructions to 
vote for a reduction of it, I should have obeyed 
them. Had they sent by me remonstranccs, such 
as my colleague says may be heaped upon your 
table, I should have laid them there; but I should 
never again ask them for a seat in the House. I 
shonld wish to retire. 

In reply to the member who had objected to 
the pay of the Speaker, and the difference be- 
tween the pay of members of the two Houses, 
Mr. P. said, that whoever would cousider the duty 
of the Sreaxer; his long confinement to the 
Chair; his painful attention to every word spoken 
in the House, and his responsibility for the cor- 
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rectness of the Journals—an examination of which 
must take up much of his time—would surely not 
think his pay too great. As to the difference be- 
tween the pay of a Senator and Representative, 
he had voted for it, from a belief that a Senator 
having more services to perform than a Repre- 
sentative, had a right to more pay. The Senate 
not only have to originate bills as this House has, 
and to revise and amend bills sent from hence, 
and often to correct the careless errors they con- 
tain, but to make themselves acquainted with 
the Law of Nations, and to be prepared to judge 
of Treaties; and also of offences brought before 
them by impeachments. When the Senators 
may have gone through the labors of a long ses- 
sion, and the Representatives are returning home, 
they may be called upon to consider certain nomi- 
nations to offices, or certain Treaties ; and at 
another time to try certain impeachments. _ Be- 
sides all this, the age of a Senatur must be such, 
by the Constitution, that it is probable that his 
family is larger, and his pursuits in life more 
fixed and profitable than those of a Representa- 
tive, who may be elected when only twenty-five, 
and therefore his services must require higher 
compensation, As to the Presipenr and Vice 
Presiwent’s salaries, I voted for a larger sum 
than was allowed to either, and thought that the 
disproportion between them was too great. With 
respect to the judges, I still think their salaries 
too small, and so should every one think who will 
consider the vast importance of their office; the 
labor of both mind and body which it requires; 
the laborions conrse of study through which a 
man must have gone to be qualified for it, and the 
lucrative employment such an one must have 
given up to undertake it. In short, T do not re- 
collect a salary which I think too high. And T 
must repeat it, that E do not think that large sala- 
ries in a Republie can injure it; but that small, 
inadequate salaries may overturn a Republic. 

Tam sorry that the question has been brought 
before us respecting our own pay this session, 
because the elections in Virginia are not over; it 
would become us much better another session, if 
re-elected, to reduce il, than to do so when we 
may be left out. Besides, if I vote for a reduc- 
tion, 1 may be suspected of courting popul ity ; 
and, if against it, of despising the opinions of my 
constituents, if they have adopted those which 
some members tell us prevail amongst their con- 
stituents. 1 do not like to be in such a dilemma, 
nor to have my independence unnecessarily tried. 
I wish, as the question is before us, that it may 
be fully debated here, and even referred to the 
farther consideration of a select committee; be- 
cause I think the opinions even of a single mem- 
ber and his district should be treated with respect ; 
and that when they have been fairly proved to be 
founded in error, there will be an end of com- 
plaints, and an acqniescence in the decision of 
this House. 

Mr. Gittespie proposed an amendment, the 
scope of which was, that a com nittee shonld be 
appointed to examine and report whether any 
and what alterations were necessary in the act 
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fixing salaries to the officers under Govern- 
ment. He suggested this amendment from no 
motive whatever but what was fair, There had 
been, and there still was, a degree of clamor upon 
the subject, and it was the duty of the House to pay 
attention to the voice of the public, whether right 
or wrong. If, upon investigation, it should appear 
that the salaries were not higher than they ought 
to be, then tho report of the Committee would be 
the best method for stopping the public clamor, 

Mr. Crarsorre hoped that the Committee would 
not rise, but decide the point. He trusted that no 
gentleman would again point at him, and say that 
the motion came out of his brain. ‘There was not 
one officer under Government whom he would point 
out and say, that such an officer had too high a 
salary. He had expectations that this discussion, 
by bringing forward the observations of several 
gentlemen, would in some degree satisfy the people, 
aud that there would be no more pointing out with 
a finger and saying, There goes a six dollars-a-day 
man.” 

Another member observed, that it was the duty 
of the House to attend to the voice of their con- 
stituents, and for this reason, he should vote for n 
Committee. Ue would mention what he had 
always considered as a most odious distinction, 
the additional dollar per day, which is to be paid 
to the Senate fiom and after the 4th of March 
next. [The reader will observe, that by the act, 
members of the Senate were to have seven dol- 
lars per day, but the additional dollar was not to 
commence till the lapse of six years, when all 
the Senators of the first Congress had gone out.] 
here was another thing for which he never 
could see any reason, and that was the giving of 
twelve dollars per day to the SPEAKER. 

Mr. Gites was perfectly convinced that the 
allowance to the members is small enough al- 
ready. The saving of a dollar per day suggested 
by Mr, RUTHERFORD, woul be but little, and it 
was beginning at the worst of resources. The 
pay ought to be such as would bring persons of 
middling circumstances into the House: persons 
neither too high in life nor too low. If the pay 
was greatly reduced, none but very rich people 
could afford to give their attendance, and if too 
high, a seat in the House might be an object to 
persons of an opposite description, Formerly the 
State of Virginia allowed eight dollars per day to 
the members of its Legislatnve. This sum had 
since been reduced to six dollars. Mr. G. men- 
tioned this to show thatin the practice of individual 
States, there might be found a precedent for the al- 
Jowance to mombera of Congress. He was for 
voting directly. Mr. G. said, that there was a 
country from which 


Mr. Hittnovse hoped that the House would 
have done with this thing immediately, as it had now 
answered all the purposes expected from it, and he 
trusted that all motions of that sort which had an 
eye to certain operations out of the House, would 
meet with the same fate. 

The motion was negatived by a very great ma- 
jority. 

[Before the adjournment, the SPEAKER sug- 
gested to the House a considerable inconvenience, 
occasioned by gentlemen being introduced, and 
veenpying such parts of the House without the 
bar as were particularly allotted for the use of the 
House, and of which several members complained. 
There was ofien 30 great a crowd that members 
could searee walk round when they had papers to 
present to the Chnir, Tho passage was often ob- 
strueted when messages were to be delivered, and 
frequently there was no room left for the mem- 
bers when they wished to confer privately with 
each other. As he did not conceive himself au- 
thorized to give special directions without orders 
from the House, he would take the liberty to sug- 
gest to the members of the House, when intro- 
ducing their friends, the propriety of placing 
them under the galleries to the left of the Chair, 
and reserving the space to the right of the Chair 
for the membara of both branches of the Legisla- 
ture, the diplomatic gentlemen, judges, and other 
officers of Government; which was generally avs 
quiesced in.) 


WEDNESDAY, January 28. 

A petition of sundry iron masters, in the State 
of Pennsylvania, whose names are thereunto sub- 
scribed, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that an additional duty may be imposed on 
ull iron imported from foreign countries; or that 
such other encouragement may be given to the 
manufacturing the snid article within the United 
States, as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem 
meet. Laid on the table. 

The House resolved itself into n Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to repeal a part, and 
to continue in force another part, of the act, enli- 
tled “ An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the ex- 
portation of arms and ammunition, and encouraging 
the importation of the saume;” and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose, and repor- 
ted the bill without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into n Committee of 


| the Whole House on the report of the committea 


to whom was referred thst part of the Message 


Amerien had copied a great deal, | from the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, of 


and very often too much; a country which still had į the eighth instant, which relates to the Letter from 
a very pernicious influence in the United States. | the Governor of the Territory Northwest of the 


The inembers of the British House of Commons 
received no wages, while the officers of State had 
immense sularies. [t was, however, understood, 
that the British House of Commons were very well 
paid for the trouble of their attendance. Mr. G. 
did not wish to see scenes of that kind in this 
country. 


river Ohio; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose, and reported the following 
resolution, which was twice read, and agreed to, 
viz: 

Resolved, That an appellate jurisdiction of all 
causes whereof one Judge of the Supreme Judicial 
Court of the Territory Northwest of the river 
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Ohio, now has jurisdiction, ought to be given to 
the two Judges of the same Court, who may not 
have adjudicated on the first trial, and the Governor 
of the Territory ; any two of whom to forma Court 
for that purpose: and also, that, in causes of greater 
amount than five handred dollars, an appeal ought 
to be given to the Supreme Judicial Court of the 
United States. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
auant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Dexter, 
Mr. Warrier, and Mr. Hanuison, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

Mr. SAMUEL Smita, from the committee to whom 
was re-comuiitted the report of the committee on 
the report of the Secretary of War, respecting the 
fortifications of the United States, made a re- 
pert; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 


THOMAS PERSON AND OTIIERS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committec of the 
Whole House on the report of the select committee 
on the Message of the PRESIDENT, with a Letter 
from the Governor of North Carolina, enclosing the 
memorial of ‘I'homas Person, and others, proprietors 
of land Southwest of the Ohio. 

This report produced a long debate. It was 
contended that the Government of the United 
States ought to indemnity the purchasers of certain 
lands in North Carolina, who had purchased them, 
under the sanction of the State, from the Indians, 
The Government had given up the land to the 
Indians, 

Mr. McDowett said, that the right of the Go- 
vernment for what they had done, might justly be 
ealled in question. He called upon the Legisla- 
ture, in behalf of the people, either to give them 
sure possession of their lands or to give them some 
equivalent. He asked this as a matter of right, 
and not as a favor. Mr. MeD. never had been, 
nor was now, a shilling interested in the concern, 
but knowing, as he did, that a very great number of 
eitizens were injured Ly this act of Government, he 
thonght that it was just and right to com pensiale 
them in some way, or at least such of them as are 
willing to relinquish their claims. There were 
many in easy circumstances, no doubt, who would 
not be willing to give up their claims; but, on the 
other hand, many by their situation would be 
obliged to do it. 

Several other gentlemen spoke, at length. 

Mr. Giuresrit moved that the Committee should 
rise, and the Chairman ask leave to sit again. 

Mr, Sevewick was for the vote being taken 
immediately. 

Mr, Macon said that he had not before seen 
such conduct. It was plainly saying that we make 
no answer to your arguments, but call for the ques- 
tion, and outvote you. lt was not consulting the 
dignity of the House, 

Mr. Sepewicx did not know which way the 
votes would go, as he had not spoken to any gen- 
tleman upon the subject. This question had been 
very fully discussed, and listened to with great 
patience by the members, 

At last the Committee rose; the Chairman re- 


j ported progress, and leave was granted te sit 


again, 


TurursDAY, January 29. 


| Aaron Krrcwenn, returned lo serve in this 
Tlouse, as a member for the State of New Jersey, 
in the room of Abraham Clark, deceased, appeared, 
| produced his credentials, and took his seat in the 
| House ; the oath to support the Constitution of the 
į United States being first administered to him, by 
‘Mr. Speaker, according to law. 

i An engrossed bill to repeal a part, and to con- 
[n in force another part, of the aet, entitled 


“An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the expor- 
tation of arms and ammunition, and encouraging 
| the importation of the same,” was read the third 
line and passed. 

A representation of the Legislature of South 
Carolina was laid before the House and read, 
suggesting the propriety of an amendment to the 
Militia laws of the United States, relative to the 
rank of officers in the cavalry and artillery, as well 
as of those in the lines of the different States gene- 
rally. 

Ordered, That the said representation be re- 
ferred to the committee appointed to prepare and 
bring in a bill or Dills respecting the organizing, 
arming, and disciplining the Militia of the United 
States. 

Mr. Wira Smti, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill authorizing the erection 
of a light-house near the entrance of Georgetown 
harbor, in the State of South Carolina: which was 
read twice and committed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Joze Roiz Silva, which lay upon the table: 
Whereupon, 

Lesoloed, That the Collector of the District of 
New York be authorized to receive the invoice and 
other proofs of Joze Roiz Silva, respecting the car- 
goes of Wines mentioned in his memorial, and if he 
shall be satisfied that the same, or any part thereof, 
' was subject to a less duty than that charged and 

puid, then to refund to the said Joze Roiz Silva 
| such sum, if any, as shall appear to bo overcharged 
on the said cargo. 

Ordered, 'Toat a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Warts, 

‘Mr. Corr, and Mr. MALBONE, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

Mr. Batpwin, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the report of the committee appointed 
fo report what further provisions are necessary for 

‘ the more general promulgation of the laws, made a 
report; which was read, and ordered to be com- 

ı mitted to a Committee of the Wiole IJvuse on 
Monday next, 


THOMAS PERSON AND OTHERS. 


The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, Mr. Corg in the Chair, to re- 
sume the consideration of the elaims of Thomas 
Person and others, to certain lands lying on the 
frontier of the State of North Carolina, and ceded 
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by the Commissioners of the United States tu the 
Indians. 

Mr. Grttesrre took up the subjcet in the same 
stage in which it stood before he spoke the pre- 
ceding day. He snid, let us examine the conduct 
of other States. Did not New York dispose of 
lands within her chartered limits, and from the 
sales become wealthy, as she has large sums in 
the funds? The State of Virginia took advantage 
of the purchase of Henderson and Company, for 
that part now called Kentucky, although they 
now exclaim that the purchase was unlawful; 
yet, unlawful as it was, it has extinguished the 
Indian title to those lands. Now, if the purchase 
of Henderson and Company had this effect on the 
Northeast side of Walkers line, which divides 
Kentucky from the Southwest ‘Territory, is it not 
just that it should have the same effect on the 
Southwest side, when made by the same persons, 
on the self-same day? And surely the rights of 
North Carolina must be at least equal to that of 
Kentucky, in everything except that of power. 
But is Congress goiug to legislate by strength of 
arm? | hope not. It has been admitted, by some 
who have spoken on the subject, that the citizens 
of North Carolina have a right of redress by law, 
and by others, against her own Legislature. To 
the first of these, 1 ask, against whom is the suit 
to commence? Are our citizens, thus bereft of 
their property, to be compelled to litigate suits at 
Jaw for property taken for public use, and for which 
they have a just claim against the United States ; 
or have they not an equal right to compensation for 
that which the United States, by their agent, took 
from them, as other citizens are entitled to, for pro- 
perty piratically taken on the high seas, by the rob- 
bers of Britain? And do we, in the last case, say to 
these unfortunate sufferers, commence suits against 
those who have injured you? No. Goverument 
has taken the liigation in hand, at her own cost. 
Let her do so with the eitizens of North Carolina. 
Or, will the Government of the United States sup- 
port the claim of the injured against her own Ex- 
evulive? Will they do it against the State of 
North Carolina? They cannot; and from what 
has been said in this mauer it is plain that, as 
the Government of the United States has con 
verted the property of the cilizens of North Caro 
lina to the uses of her Government, compensation 
ought to be made out of the publie purse, as the 
contrary would, on her part, destroy that bond of 
union between her as the sovereign power of the 
United States, and her cilizens, and as not only 
bound to govern with jusiice, but also to protect 
them from all manner of injury, as well domestic 
as foreign. Mr G. apologized, that be was with- 
out authority in the House, bul would pledge his 
reputation that what he should advance, if not 
verbatim, should be in substance with the author 
quoted : 

“Tt is admitted by many, that the soverign author- 
ily possesses a power, uu ler the laws of ancient domain, 
to alienate the property of the subject, for the benefit 
of the Commonwealth, by impendiug public necessity 
against private injury,” But, wilhout doubt, they “ that 
have lost or sacriticed their property to the public safety 


‘in such extremity, ought to have satisfaction made, as 


far as possible, by the Commonwealth. Anything short 
of this would destroy the reciprocity between the sove- 
reign and subject.”— Puff. ndorf, b. 8, e 5, § 7. 


But can public necessity be urged in the present 
ease to justify this kind of political robbery? I 
answer, no. If the Indians are to be kept in peace 
by bribes, why not in this, as in other similar cases, 
by presents and pecuniary rewards? Is it not an 
indignity to the United States to purchuse peace 
from an Indian nation, at the expense of a part of 
her citizens, whose resourees at best were scanty, 
and are, by this and other speculations, almost an- 
nihilated? Surely itis. And let me add, is it not 
an invariable axiom with all authors on. Govern- 
ment, 

“That all sacrifices of property made by individuals 
for the public benefit or accommodation, should or ought 
to be paid out of the public revenue, and that one should 
not bear more of the burden than another.”—Surlema- 
qui, b, 8, ¢ 5, § 27, 23. 

Is it not, then, obvious to all, who will reflect on 
this subject, that compensation is due to these indi- 
viduals, whose property has been wrested from 
them for Government purposes? The same author 
observes, in the 38th section of the same chapter : 


“That as no subject can assume any part of the 
sovereign power without the consent of the whole, 
neither can any soverign authority deprive the subject 
of his right and property, nor substitute another sove- 
reign over him without his consent.” 


The public is in nothing more essentially inter- 
ested than in the protection of every individ ual’s 
private rights, as modelled by the municipal law 
in this and similar cases. The Legislature can and 
frequently does interpose, and compel the indi- 
vidual to acquiesce. But how does it interpose 
and compel? Not by stripping the individual of 
his property in an arbitrary manner, No. But by 
giving him fall and ample iudemnifieation for the 
injury sustained; for there must be an end of all 
social commerce between man and min, unless 
private possessions be secured from unjust inva- 
sions. ‘hus, the protection of a State, in every 
precedent to be found in books that treat of the 
fundamental laws of civil society, or in the reso- 
lutions and acts of the British Parliament, means 
restitution, indemnity, or compensation. Grotius, 
when treating of the right of the sovereign au- 
thority to give up or take the property of the sub- 
ject, cally it “restitution, satisfaction” Burlema- 
qui, “indemnity, and indemnilying the subject for 
the injury sustained ;” and Vattel, “ recompense 
out of the publie money.” It is farther observed, 
that cases of this kind operate, like properly thrown 
into the sea to save the ship, by making an esti- 
mate of the Joss, and causing an equal average on 
the property saved, which each owner is bound to 
pay. So that, from the fullest conviction, I am of 
opinion the citizens of North Carolina are enti- 
ted to the relief reported by the select eoinmiltee, 
and thal strict justice requires we should comply 
with it; for, as I have said, in nothing is the Go- 
vernment of the United States more concerned 
in a superlative degree, than in doing strict justice 
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to her citizens, as of the last importance in pre- 
serving the affections of the people to the Govern- 
ment. Vacancies in our Departments, civil, ja- 
dicial, or military, may be supplied as well, but to 
restore the confidence of a people borne down 
with oppression, exceeds comprehension. It is 
like attempting to return from the grave—is with- . 


diction to the United States, but she reserved her 
own Legislative rights, and cousequently her right 
to sell the lands within her own territory; and in 
disposing of the lands in question, the Srate did 
not intend merely to sell the right of pre-emption 
trom the Indians, but the absolute title to the lands. 
Mr. S. read a part of the Constitution of North 


out precedent, and is vain labor indeed, At differ- | Carolina, in order to explain what degree of le- 
ent epochs it has shook the foundations of mo- | gislation the State had conceded to the Federal 
narchies, and caused tyrants to tremble and atone |! Government, and what part she had reserved to 
for their crimes with their lives; and, as I said atı herself; and he was clearly of opinion, that the 
an early stage of the debate, if usurpers, tyrants, | disposal of the lands had been reserved. In 1788, 
and despots, have been compelled to do justice, by ! the State offered these lands for sale. In 1786, 
this undeniable law of nature, shall the Govern-; the Commissioucrs of the United States assigned 
ment of the United States, founded on the pure | a great part of them to the Indians. In 1788, the 


principles of Demoeracy, be Jess just? Surely 
not. 
wantonly oppressing those who gave it? God for- 

bid! Therefore, let it ever be impressed on our 

minds, that justice exalteth a nation. The House. 

I hope, will pardon my detaining them, at a time 

when every moment is precious. But the duty ] 

owe to my injured constituents forbids silence, and 

will [ hope be a suttivient apology. 1 shall there- 

fore, submit to the judgment of the House, not 

doubting but justice will be done. 

Mr. NicHotas was satisfied that the purchasers 
of the lands had a claim either against the United 
States or the State of North Carolina, Much had 
been said about the Indian right; but the Indians 
never had been fit to occupy these lands. It could 
never have been the design of nature that these 
people should be termed the possessors of land 
waich they were incapable to enjoy. He was, upon 
the whole, on the side of the claimants, though he 
enumerated sume of the difficulties that would at- 
tend an attempt to please all parties. 

Mr. W. Smith had found much difficulty in 
forming his opinion upon this question. He had | 
at first been somewhat disposed against the claim | 
ants, but at last, after full deliberation, he was | 
convineed of the justice of giving them redress. 
H- requested the particular attention and candor 
of the House. ‘The United States were, in this 
case, Made a judge in their own cause, and there- 
fore it became more their duty to examine every 
pirt of the subject with the more accuracy. Mr. 
S. then began a distinct detail of the circum- 
stances in the present dispute. Previous to the 
year 1776, North Carolina was a British Colony, 
and the British Crown considered itself as en- 
tled to bestow grants of territory. In that year, 
North Carolina became a sovereign State, and | 
consequently she conceived herself aa succeeding 
tu the right of the British Crown, and as having 
a right to bestow grants in the same way as the 
Kings of Great Britain had done. This claim was 
asserted in her general Declaration of Rights, and 
it was incorporated into her Constitution. When 
North Carolina entered into the Union, all the Le- 
gislative rights-of the State were preserved, and, 
by a necessary inference, her title to the lands 
comprehended in ber original charter. In 1783, 
the State opened an office to sell the absolute 
right of such lands ag had not been disposed of. | 
In 1789, North Caroling ceded the right of juris- | 


Have we received a power to exercise in! would support the purchasers. 


Legislature of North Carolina declared that they 
The grand ques- 
tion now 18, did the State, by acceding to the Con- 
federation, give up her right of legislation? She 
gave up her right to make Indian treaties, but re- 
served that of legislation, because, as above ob- 
served, it formed a part of her Constitution, which 
was understood to continue unviolated. These 
lands were bought with certificates, which it was 
alleged, on the other side, would purchase nothing 
else. If the certificates would purchase nothing 
else, it was proper at least that they should have 
heen restored to their first owners, who might have 
subseribed them to a part of the Public Debt of the 
United States. They were certainly entitled either 
to their land or their certificates. ‘These certifi- 
cates, which were paid into the Treasury of North 
Carolina, were those ef the United States. It the 
owners had only a pre-emption right, Mr. S. iu- 
sisted that the certificates should be returned. 

Mr. SepGwIck said, that this was quite a new 
fact to him, and if it was as stated, there was no 
necessity for Legislative interference at all. The 
State of North Carolina had only to come forward 
and subscribe them to the Treasury. 

Mr. W. Sarit explained, that when delivered 
into the Treasury of North Carolina, they had been 
cancelled. After this they were again ordered to 
be made current by the subscriptions of the officers 
of the State, and in that shape they were offered 


“to the Commissioners of Loans, who refused to 


accept them. ‘The exact amount of the certifi- 


' cates could still be ascertained, as well as the 


names of the persons to whom they belonged. 
They had been cancelled, but not destroyed. 

Mr. Boupixor imagined that Mr. SMrra had 
furnished a new and forcible argument against his 
own cause. This claim of North Carolina to sell 
the lands was wrong, and this doctrine had been 
the cause of all the dispates in which the Federal 
Government. has been engaged. ‘The Crown of 
Britain had never pretended to any right of this 
kind, nor ever thought it had a tirie to any lands 
till they were first purchased from the Indians. 
The question before the Committee was, have the 
United States taken away any claim which the 
purchasers of these lands had? And the answer 
is, that the United States have not. ‘The State 
of North Carolina only had o right to sell the 
privilege of pre-emption. This was the only right 
which the purchasers obtained, and this right they 
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still possess. As to the certificates, they were not 
those of the United States, but those of North 
Carolina. They were not Continental certificates, 
and for that reason Continental officers would not 
accept them; but North Carolina has since brought 
these certificates into her account against the 
General Government. The Commissioners, in 
1786, had done a very great service to North Ca- 
rolina, by settling a line of boundary, and putting 
an end to the Indian war. IIe thought that the 
best way would be for the clairnants to apply to 
the Executive, and agree among themselves to 
extinguish, by an interference of that kind, the 
Indian right. This would be much better than 
for the House to involve itself in the purchase of 
an immense tract of land, at an expense of seven 
or eight hundred thousand dollars, (or how much 
more Mr. B. could not tell,) when there was so 
much occasion for the money to pay the National 
Debt. He again declared that he should think it 
the best way to obtain the good offices of the Ex- 
ecutive in extinguishing the Indian right. The 
Six Nations possessed part of the territory of Penn- 
sylvania. This State also may apply to the Gene- 
ral Government for redress, if North Carolina were 
to get payment for these lands. The State of New 
York may do so, for the same reasons as North Ca- 
rolina,, This would be involving the Government 
in an endless labyrinth. Ile was as unwilling as 
any gentleman in the House to interfere with the 
tights of the Legislature of North Carolina. But 
he did not wish to see the House going blindfold 
into the business. ‘I'he United States have too 
much land already. 

Mr. Kirrera.—the certificates must have been 
given in by North Carolina to the United States. 
She denicd the right of the Commissioners, in 
1786, to make Indian treaties, but now that right is 
given up. He agreed with Mr. Boupinor as to his 
observations on Pennsylvania.} Georgia, also, he 
said, had about sixty millions of acres within her 
chartered limits, The business would never have 
an end, if the General Government was to interfere 
in all these cases. 

Mr. Scorv.—Has not this Government a right to 
restrain every wild-goose excursion into the woods? 
If it has not, the Union must fall prostrate at the 
feet of every wild speculator. Pennsylvania, at a 
great expense, made preparations for an establish- 
ment at Presqu’ Isle. The ground had been bought 
ata great expense from the United States. Yet for 
the sake of gencral peace, the settlement had been 
stopped. : 

Mr. McDowe tt denied that the two cases corres- 
ponded, for the lands at Presqu’ Isle had not been 
given to the Six Nations. 

Mr. Boupinot differed from the last speaker. He 
did not think that any thing farther had been done 
against the interest of North Carolina than against 
that of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Buiount denied taat the Indians ever occu- 
pied the lands in question, or were fit to occupy 
them in any proper sense of the word. To walk 
across a country, and to shoot in it, was different 
from an occupation. 


there. It had been said yesterday that these lands 
gave rise to speculation. Mr. B. wished that it 
had done so, for in that case the certificates would 
all have been paid by this time. There was no 
difficulty in funding Southern certificates, when 
once they got into the hands of Northern specula- 
tors. Mr. B. thought himself entitled to receive 
back from the United States the money which he 
had paid into the Treasury of North Carolina for 
these lands. 

Mr. Murray requested the favor of any gentle- 
man to inform him, whether the lands in question 
were possessed and occupied, in the more civilized 
sense of the terms, by the white people? He be- 
lieved they were not. Had they been in peace- 
able possession, living on, and cultivating the 


‘lands, that circumstance would form a very inter- 


esting motive in his mind in favor of the indem- 
nity that was asked. But, in fact, they never were 
possessed of any right but that which North Ca- 
rolina could give them—the pre-emption right; 
that right they now possessed as fully as they did 
at the time of the cession to the United States. 
[Mr. Carnes rose, and informed him, that many 
white people, who had begun farms, were driven 
off their lands, and reduced to great distress hy 
the proceedings of the Commissioners.] Mr. M. 
said, an argument struck him of some weight— 
that if the claim be gratified, the claimants will be 
in a better situation now than they would have 
been if the cession had not been made; for North 
Carolina could not have given them absolute pos- 
session but by force of arms. This she would not 
have a right to do, under this Confederation, nor 
under the Constitution, as no one State can make 
war. But the claimants can ask nothing more of 
the United States than they could have had ac- 
complished for them by the State of North Caro- 
lina. A new doctrine resulting from the Revolu- 
tion, must be admitted as a ground of reasoning, 
when Indian, unconguered territory, is before us. 
The Provinces had power, as individual bodies— 
which States, as such, have not—the right of 
making war, and gaining possession of Indian ter- 
ritory by conquest. So it was, that a Province 
could, from its own separate resources, make war 
on Indians, and pay individually the expense. 
But when the great contest for Independence came 
on, all the States were, in fact, principal confede- 
rated bodies, long before they signed the paper of 
Confederation. ‘The doctrine, which suited such 
a body of States, was, that whatever might be 
gained by the joint efforts and expense of all, 
should be the property of all, jointly; and he 
thought that every principle of sound justice war- 
ranted him in applying the doctrine, so far as to 
say, that whatever might be the chartered limits 
of each Province, while dependent, yet the mo- 
ment of the joint contest was that in which the 
true limits of a State were, as far as property in land 
went, confined to that boundary which.was.really | 
located, occupied, and peaceably holden within 
the limits. To say that the State had a right more 
positive than the pre-emptive one, to lands actu- 


But, besides, the Creeks and | ally occupied and defended by hostile tribes of 


Cherokees were not the only tribes who had hunted ! Indians within the chartered limits, admits a prin- 
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ciple, that, if put into action, tended necessarily to 
violate the great principle of the Confederation, 
and of the present Constitution, which divests the 
individual States of the right to make war; as the 
State, to make good any sales she might make 
within the hostile territory, would be obliged to 
make war on the tribes to dispossess them. The 
lands in question were in this situation. They 
were occupied by Indian tribes, and were never in 
possession of North Carolina. The gentleman 
from that State seems to doubt the occupancy of 
the tribes. Mr. M. believed we would violate prin- 
ciples of justice were we to borrow the principle 
of occupancy from books, and apply it to Indian 
society. The Indian tribes held certain tracts of 
land. As to the mode in which they thought it 
most rational to use the land, it was nothing 
against iheir right to say its exercise differed from 
our mode, Ile understood they made a hunting 
ground of the land in dispute. They had a right 
to use it as such, and their mode of use was no 
argument against their right. Al thal could be, 
or was proved to belong to North Carolina, was 
the Colonial right of qualified sovereignty, called 
the pre-emption right. This was all she could 
grant, and this was all that the claimants could 
take from her. They had that now; and as he 
could not sec the propriety of making their situa- 
tion better than if the cession had not been made, 
so he could not agree to the resolution for giving 
them indemnity. Perhaps his idcas on the sub- 
ject might be fashioned by local circumstances, be- 
longing as he did to a State which had no share 
in those rich funds which the large fronticr Siates 
possessed, he thought, very unjustly, in immense 
tracts of back lands. He felt it a duty to narrow 
all claims like the present as much as possible. 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, were all in the same situation. They 
had no back lands, and were divested of the share 
they were justly entitled to in the back lands, 
which now bring immense funds of wealth into 
the land offices of those States which possess 
them. 

Mr, Heistrer wished to have that part of the law 
read which relates to the species of certificates re- 
ferred to in the debate; this was accordingly done. 
Mr. H. said that he had not enough of evidence be- 
fore him to give a vote, He therefore wished that 
the Committee might rise. 

Mr. Macon said, that, according to Mr. Bouni- 
nov, it was the doctrine of North Carolinia in 1783, 
that the State possessed a right Lo the unappropri- 
ated lands. If that was their doctrine then, nothing 
had since happened which could make it cease to 
be so now. The Crown of Britain had transfer- 
red the absolute property of lands without inquir- 
ing for permission from the Indians. This evi- 
dence went strongly to prove that North Carolina 
had the same title. The case of Presqu’ Isle did 
not apply, for Pennsylvania was raising troops to 
make that settlement, and no State can, by the 
Constitution, raise troops of itself. He wished the 
Committee not to rise till they had determined the 
question. 

Mr. Carnes had foreseen that the claim before 


the Committee would be opposed upon various 
grounds; but he considered none of them as well 
founded. Grants were first made by North Caro- 
lina to individuals, of lands within her chartered 
| boundary. The cession made to and accepted by 
the United States, conditioned to secure the inter- 
est of individuals. A treaty was thereafter order- 
ed to be held by the United States with the In- 
dians, and by that treaty, lands formerly granted, 
were relinquished to them. The Commissioners 
of North Carolina protested in form. The people 
turned ont, had paid ten pounds the hundred acres, 
for their lands, and they were entitled to compen- 
sation from North Carolina, or from the United 
' States. It had been said, that North Carolina had 
no right but that of pre-emption. ‘This Mr C. 
denied. North Carolina had a right to all the 
lands within her boundary; and there was an ex- 
| press agreement reserving those lands to individ- 
uals. Why did the United States contract with 
the State, if she had no right? The Indians never 
could have been considered an independent nation, 
else there would be compensation in imperio. Le 
mentioned the case of the Tallissee Country con- 
‘taining four millions of acies. By a treaty made 
-in 1785, between the State of Gvorgia and the 
Crecks, this land was ceded to Georgia. By a se- 
cond treaty, at New York, this very country was 
; relinquished to the Indians, and of course the bona 
| fide right of the State wrested from. them. If a 
| decision could be had on this case before a judicial 


possession of the States, that is, a title to purchase 
of the holders of the property, in exclusion of all 
other States, or individuals thereof or the particu- 
lar State. Mr. C. contended that the fee-simple 
of all the soil within the chartered limits belonged 
to the State. As to the boundaries, the definitive 
Treaty of Peace settles them beyond contradic- 
tion. As to the proprietors of these Jands being in 
no worse condition now than before the cession 
back to the Indians, the people were plowing the 
lands, when driven from them, and will any gen- 
tleman say that this is not injuring people? As 
to the State of North Carolina having no particu- 
lar claim to the land now beyond the Indian line, 
he would. put a case within the chapter of possi- 
bilitics. Suppose that all the Indians were driven 
over the Mississipvi to-morrow, to whom would 
the lands which they now possess belong? The 
particular States, to be sure, within whose range 
they Jay. The gentlemen who advocate for morality, 
and who talk of treating the Indians with human- 
ity, are the very men who have uniformly coun- 
tenanced the raising of troops, and augmenting the 
force on our Northwestern frontiers. How can they 
reconcile their conduct? The Indians to the South 
are to be treated with humanity, and those to the 


‘ tribunal, it would not require a moment's hesita- 
North are to be butchered, that the United Statcs 
may enjoy their property. 


tion to determine in favor of the State, and that. 
the treaty was a nullity. It had been alleged that 

I 
Mr. Boupinot said, that the charter from Bri- 
| tain extended to the South Sea, but such a stretch. 


the right of pre-emption was the only right in 
l of territory was not really claimed by Britain 
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He read several of the old laws of North Carolina, ; the part of the United States, would point out a 
to prove that the Indian right of soil had always | compliance, in part, with the report on the table, 
been acknowledged. for it will not place the United States in any worse 
Mr. Biount had never thought of quoting this! situation than they would have been in, had the 
book, which he now did, to show that the British | lands not been entered. Had that been the case, 
Government had authorized conquest. Ie did not! those certificates would have been in the hands of 
know of one purchase made in Carolina. It was | individuals, 2 debt against the Government, but 
all conquest, and so were nine-tenths of all the | on their being subscribed now, to the amount ac- 
lands held by the white people in America. tually paid on their relinquishing their claim, you 
Mr. McDowety.—Those lands which are the | would then have the land, which will be valuable 
sulject of debate, and which a number of gentle- ' at a period far distant, 
men have contended that North Carolina had nor | Some gentlemen appear to be alarmed at the 
right to grant to her citizens, have been proved to | sum; but if the principle is a just or fair one, the 
be within the chartered limits as granted by Charles | sum ought not to be an objection. I will here 
I., and which limits, sovercignty and jurisdiction | state further, to remove the alarms of those gentle- 
were guaranteed to the State by the Articles of | men, that the sum will fall far short of the state- 
Confederation. ment made by Mr. Jefferson, as a great deduction 
After this, and within the year 1788, the Legis- | is to be taken from that; but I can further assert, 
lature passed a law for opening an oilice to receive | that a great number of the claimants would not 
entries of lands in the district of country now | relinquish their claim to said lands to subscribe ; 
called the Territory South of the Ohio, for the re- | it would generally be such as are in indigent cir- 
demption of special and other certificates; and | cumstances. And here I cannot help making some 
after a number of the surveys were made, and the | reply to the objcctions stated by several members, 
grants issued, the Government of the United States | who have alleged that North Carolina had acted 
ordered a treaty to be held with the Cherokee | wrong in selling these lands before they had cx- 
Indians at Holston, in the year 1785, and the | tinguished the Indian claim, and that the claimants 
Commissioners agreed to give up a large quantity | were in no worse situation than they would have 
of lands before stated to the Indians; but, previous | been had the cession not have taken place. I am 
to articles being signed, Colonel Blount, who was | not a little surprised to find, that gentlemen cannot 
the agent for North Carolina, entered his protest | see the distinction, for had the cession and treaty 
in behalf of the State, that some of the articles | at Holston taken place, they were at liberty to settle 
about to be entered into between the Commission- | the lands, and North Carolina was bound to pro- 
ers, on the part of the United States, and the Cher- | tect them; but since the treaty had been made, the 
okee Indians, would infringe on the L is not only given up as stated, but it is made 


rights of the State of North Carolina, and the Le- | criminal to cross the boundary. Mr. Dexter has 
gislature of the State also protested against the pro- | stated that North Carolina has acted nnjustly and 
ceedings. wrong in making sale of those lands before she had 
I must here remark, that the then Government | extinguished the Indian claims. 
of the United States, agreeably to the Articles of} Here I shall repeat what I stated before in an- 
Confederation, could not legally make uso of the | swer to what the gentleman has said. That the 
property of the State for any purpose without their | Indian claims to said lands were, in part, extin- 
consent, guished by Henderson’s purchase, and part by 
This continued to be the situation of this busi- | conquest, and that a considerable part of the lands, 
ness, till after Congress requested a cession of | that no nation of Indians could establish a claim 
those lands, with the sovereignty thereof, which | to, had been claimed by different tribes as territo- 
now form the Territory South of the Ohio, which | ry grounds, but had not been inhabited by any 
was complied with, under certain reservations, to | tribe within the memory, or any account that can 
continue claims, and the situations of the claim- | be traced, and for as great a length of time the 
ants as good as though this cession had not been | different tribes had been at war with each other 
made, which was a complete acknowledgment of the | about the right of hunting on said land. But so 
right of North Carolina, on the part of the United | far ag it relates to the right of North Carolina, I 
States, but in my opinion placed them in the same | believe no member has a right to call it in ques- 
situation that the State would have been in, had | tion at this time. ‘The gentleman’s arguments 
the cession not taken place. would have been more applicable at the time the 
Since the adoption of the present Government, | cession act was under consideration; and as to 
another treaty was ordered to be held with the | what the member said abont the principle and 
Indians, and the lands were given up to the Indians. | precedent it would fix, I will only call the atten- 
Here the Executive right to make such treaty | tion of that gentleman and the Committee, to the 
may be questioned, and I believe rightly too; for | conduct of the Government of the United States, 
it would be an extraordinary power for them to| Have they not pushed conquests into the Indian 
make use of the property of individuals, without | country Northwest of the Ohio? Are they not 
their consent, or making any compensation, and | continuing to do so, and is it not in contemplation 
apply it to national purposes. Great difficulties | to sell large quantities of lands in that country, that 
would be involved, were a remedy to be attempt- | have never been purchased? If so, the precedent 
ed in a judicial way against the Government. I which the gentleman fears so much is already 
do therefore think either that policy or interest, on | established. But here I beg leave to call the at- 
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tention of the Committee, in the most scrious man- 
ner, to the number of cilizens concerned, perhaps 
near twenty thousand. A grcat number of them 
are men who turned out in support of the Ameri- 
can Independence, who fought, who bled, and 
furnished their property freely to the support of 
the cause. For this service they received certifi- 
cates, which they wished to realize by entering 
said lands, and flattered themselves with sitting 
down on those lands, and in the latter part of life, 
making themselves and families happy. Their 
hopes were soon blasted. After the act of last 
session, the Treaty of Holston took place, which 
gave their property to a savage and cruel enemy, 
to quiet the minds of an enemy who not only 
were opposed to us through the war with Britain, 
but ever since have been imbruing their hands in 
the blood of innocent women and children. What 
will be the feelings of the claimants, who have 
acted as I have stated, when they find that their 
request, which to be sure is a modest one, and which 
is only to be reimbursed for sums actually paid, is 
refused. Should this be the decision, I leave you 
to draw the conclusion. Should they proceed to 
settle those lands in opposition to the treaty, I 
should not be much surprised. But the report on 
your table goes too far, as to damage and a future 
preference, which I am not in favor of; therefore 
the resolutions in the latter part of the report I 
hope will be stricken out. 

On the same question, Mr. Gituesriz made the 
subsequent remarks: he observed a disposition in 
the House to call the question; he then said that 
the situation in which he stood required that he 
should say something in support of the resolution 
undcr consideration, as it had been stated as a new 
and singular case, from which he took the liberty 
to dissent, as every writer on the law and usage of 
nations, held it as an invariable axiom, that all sa- 
crifices of property made by individuals for public 
uses, ought to be paid out of the public purse. He 
stated the Treaty between England, France, and 
Spain, in 1763, and the case of the loyalists in 
1783, and as the hour of adjournment had arrived, 
concluded with a motion for the Committee to rise, 
and report progress. 

The question was then put, Shall the Committee 
now rise and report progress? This was negatived. 
The resolutions in the report were successively put, 
and lost. ; 

The Committee then rose; the Chairman report- 
ed progress, and the House adjourned. 


Farivar, January 30. 


A memorial of sundry manufacturers of hemp, 
in the town of Newport, in the State of Rhode 
Island, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was 
presented to the House and read, praying that a 
drawback of the duty imposed by law on the im- 
portation of foreign hemp, may be allowed on the 
exportation of the same, when manufactured inlo 
cordage within the United States. Also, 

A memorial of sundry manufacturers of choco- 
late, in the State of Massachusetts, praying that 
so much of an act passed at the last scssion of 


Congress, as imposes an additional duty of two 
cents per pound on cocoa imported from foreign 
countiies, may be repealed; and that such mea- 
sures may be adopted for encouraging the manu- 
facture of the said article within the United 
States, as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem 
mect. 

Ordered, That the said memorials be referred to 
Mr. Goopuuz, Mr. Warts, and Mr. Heisrer; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinions thereon, to the 
House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, stating “ that, 
pursuant to the duty enjoined by law upon the 
Head of that Department, he has prepared a re- 
port, containing some suggestions for the improve- 
ment and better management of the several 
branches of the actual revenues of the United 
States, which is ready to be communicated, as the 
House may be pleased to direct.” The letter was 
read: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Seerctary of the Treasury be 
informed that the House is ready to reccive the re- 
port therein referred to. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the Message 
from the Presipent oF THE Unirep Srares, of 
the thirticth of January, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, enclosing the copy of a let- 
ter from the Governor of North Carolina, covering 
a resolution of the Legislature of that State; as, 
also, the petitions of Thomas Person and ‘others, 
proprietors of lands in the Territory of the United 
States South of the river Obio, and of the Trustees 
of the University of North Carolina, to which the 
Committee of the Whole House had, yesterday, re- 
ported their disagreement: Whereupon, 

The first resolution reported by the committee, 
being again read, in the words following, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That it shall be lawful for the Executive 
of the State of North Carolina to subscribe, by way of 
loan to the United States, the amount of all such certifi- 
cates as have been deposited in payment for any lands 
(reserved by the act of cession aforesaid) in payment 
for any lands which may have been relinquished to the 
Indians by the treaty aforesaid. in trust for the persons 
by whom they were so deposited, according to their re- 
spective rights and interests :” 

The question was taken, that the House do agree 
with the Committee of the Whole House in their 
disagreement to the said first resolution, and it was 
resolved in the affirmative. 

The second resolution reported by the commit- 
tee, being again read, in the words following, to 
wit: 

“ Resolved, That the United States ought to reim- 
burse the said persons the money which they have ex- 
pended in having entries and surveys made, and in vb- 
taining grants, and any other incidental charges which 
they have necessarily incurred, with interest ; and that 
they should moreover make a reasonable allowance for 
the loss and damage which the petitioners have sus- 
tained, by having possession of the said land withheld 
from them :” g 


` The question was taken, that the House do 


1161 


Fesruary, 179ò.] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Proceedings. 


1162 
{H. or R. 


agree with the Committee of the Whole House in 
their disagreement to the said second resolution, 
and resolved in the affirmative. 

The third resolution reported by the committee, 
being again read, in the words following, to wit: 


“And whereas the grants to the aforesaid Jands, 
made by virtue of an act of the Legislature of North 
Carolina are valid to all intente and purposes, as com- 
ing fully within the purview of a condition contained 
in the act of cession from the said State to the United 
States: Therefore, 

“u Resolved, That, whenever the United States shall 
think proper to extinguish the Indian claim to the said 
lands, by purchase or otherwise, it will be just and 
reasonable that the several persons who have obtained 
grants, or made surveys or entries, should have such 
rights confirmed and established, and their titles per- 
fected, in preference to any other persons, on repaying 
to the Treasury of the United States, the amount of 
what they may now receive, as a compensation for 
their disbursements and losses, in case such persons 
shall think proper to make such re-payment within a cer 
tain time, to be limited by Congress for that purpose a 


The question was taken, that the House do 
agrec with the Committee of the Whole House, 
in their disagreement to the said third resolution, 
and resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made, and the question be- 
ing put, that the House do agree to the following 


resolution : 


“ Resolved, That such persons as have entered lands 
agreeably to the laws of North Carolina, in the Terri- 
tury ceded by that State to the United States, aud on 
the Indian side of the line established by the ‘Treaty of 
Holston, ought to be reimbursed by the United States 
the amount of the purchase-mnoney actually paid for 
the same, and the necessary expense of locating and 
surveying, where the survey has been made ; such per- 
sons first relinquishing their right thereto, to the 
United States” + 


Tt passed in the negative, yeas 14, nays 66—as 
follows : 


Y gas.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, William 
B. Grove, George Hancock, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel 
Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Jolm 
Page, Robert Rutherford, William Smith, Benjamin 
Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston, 

Nays—Fisher Ames, Juhu Beatty, Elias Boudinot, 
Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 
Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George 
Dent, Gabriel Duvall, Benjumin Edwards, ‘Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas 
Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, Andrew 
Gregg, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, James Hillhouse, 
William Hindman, Samuel Holten. John Hunter, Wil- 
Ham Irvine, Aaron Kitchell, Amasa Learned, William 
Lyman, James Madison, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathamel Niles, 
Aiexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, 
Francis Preston, Thomas Scott, John S. Sherburne, Je e- 
miah Smith, Samuel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George 


that the House do come to the following resolu- 
tion : 

« Resolved, that the President of the United States be 
requested to cause a treaty to be entered into with an 
Indian tribes who may claim, hold, possess, or be enti- 
tled to, any lands within the Territory ceded by the 
State of North Carolina to the United States; and to 
endeavor to obtain, by such treaty, an extinguishment 
of the Indian claims to all lands, the pre-emptive right 
to which hhs been sold by the said State, in pursuance 
of the act of one thousand seven hundred and cighty- 
three, opening an office for the sale of the said lands.” 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed to 
Mr. Wriam Surma, Mr. Davron, Mr. Swirr, Mr. 
McDowett, and Mr. Pace. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the Committee 
of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Gilbert Dench; and, aftcr some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose and reported that the 
prayer of the said petition ought not to be grant- 
ed, and that the petitioner have leave to with- 
draw the same; which was agreed to by the 
Honse. 

The Speaker laid before tho House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, enclosing certain confi. 
dential communications from Major General Wayne, 
dated the twenty-third of December last; which 
were read, and ordered to lie on the tablo. 


Mowpay, February 2. 

A memorial of sundry manufacturers of hemp 
in the town of Providence, in the State of Rhode 
Island, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was 
presented to the House and read, praying that a 
drawback of the duty imposed by law on the im- 
portation of foreign bemp may be allowed on the 
exportation of the same when manufactured into 
cordage within the United States. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Goopuve, Mr. Warrs, and Mr. Heister ; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

Mr. Witttam Smrru, from the committee to 
whom was committed the motion of the thirtieth 
ultimo, authorizing a treaty to be held for the ex- 
tinguishment of Indian titles to lands within the 
Territory ceded to the United States by the State 
of North Carolina, made a report, which was read; 
whereupon, 

Ordered, That Wednesday next be assigned to 
take the said report into consideration. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanying 
the report referred to in his letter of the thirtieth 
ultimo, for the improvement and managément of 
the public revenue; which were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. Giles, from the committee appointed, pre- 
gented a bill to provide for organizing, arming, and 


Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, Johu E. | disciplining the Militia of the United States ; which 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Artemas Ward, and | was read twice and committed. 


Paine Wingate. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 


Another motion was then made and seconded, ' be directed to report the nett amount of duties 
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arising on distilled spirits, and on country stills, 
(drawbacks deducted), during the year onc thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-two, showing how 
much thereof was collected in each State; what 
proportion of the whole has arisen on spirits dis- | 
tilled from foreign, and what from domestic acn 


terials, and the total expenses of collecting in each 
State. Also, the same for 1793, so far as returns 
have heen made; and where they have not been 
made, that he be requested to furnish an estimate 
of their nett product, calculated on the return of 
1792. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House, on motion of Mr. Dayron,- next 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to 
take into consideration the report of the select 
committee relating to the Military Establishment. 
The Chairman having read the resolution recom- 
mended by the committee, in the following words, 
viz: 


“ Resolved, That two regiments, consisting of nine 
hundred and sixty men each, be formed out of the 
regiments now in the service of the United States, to 
cum pose, with the corps of artillery, the Military Es 
tablishment of the United States, and to continue in 
service until the first day of June, 1798, unless sooner 
discharged”— 

Mr. Davron said, that he disliked the report in 
general, and was more immediately opposed to the 
proposition on the table, which he should not agree 
to under any modification of which it was capa- 
ble. It was his wish to bave taken the sense of 
the Committee of the Whole upon his plan, by 
proposing to amend the one before them, but he 
found it could not be done consistently with the 
rules of the House, as it might with propriety be 
considered rather as a substitute than an amend- 
ment. If the one under consideration should be 
negatived, (and that such ought to be its fate, Mr. 
D. inferred, not merely from the insufficiency of 
the numbers proposed thercin for the Military 
Establishment, but from the wording of it, which 
contemplated regiments—a term not at all applica- 
hle to the present system of organization, which 
was a legionary one)—then the way would be 
opened for him to offer to the House a proposition 
which he held in his hand for their information, 
Mr. D. then read it as follows, viz: 

“ Resolved, That the present Military Establishment 
of the United States be continued, and the corps com- 
posing the same completed by enlistments for a term 
not exceeding three years, with authority to the Prr- 
sIDENT to forbear to raise, or to discharge after they 
shall be raised, such part thereof as future events shall 
in his judgment render consistent with the public safe- 
ty, convenience, and economy.” 

After reading it, Mr. Davros remarked, that he 
had been unfriendly to a reduction of the Estab- 
jishment when the subject was some time since 
under discussion, and that he bad heard nothing 
since to induce him to alter that opinion; on the 
contrary, two communications from dilferent quar- 
ters had since that time been received, which very 
much strengthened it. He alluded to a letter from 
General Wayne, which was communicated under 


confidential instruction, but which was doubtless 
fresh in the recollection of every member of the 
Committee; and to a Report of the Secretary of 
War, made in consequence of a late request of the 
House dirceted to the Presipext. The object 
which he had in view was the effectual protection 
of the frontiers, in 2 manner the least inconvenient 
and harassing to the Militia, and the most econo- 
mical to the United States. There needed no proof 
that calls for the services of the militia were always 
attended with great embarrassment to our fellow 

citizens who composed it, and with a waste of 
money which the other system would not occasion. 
Mr. D. wished to ascertain whether, in the present 
unsettled state of affairs, whilst Britain possessed 
our posts, and the Indians remained hostile, it was 
the sense of a majority that the Military Establish- 
ment ought to be reduced. 

This produced a discussion, in which Mr. Ni- 
cuotas, Mr. Daytox, Mr, Aves, and Mr, Mavi- 
sox, spoke. The latter gentleman seemed rather 
favorable to reducing than augmenting the num- 
ber of troops in the service of the United States. 
He alluded to the report of the treaty said to be 
entered into between this country and Britain, 
from which it might be inferred that the Indian 
hostilities on the Northwest of the Ohio would 
slacken. 

Mr Axes, in reply to what had fallen from Mr. 
Nicnonas, thought it would be bad economy to 
reduce the number of troops, which might tend to 
prolong the war. The latter gentleman having 
referred to the solicitude of Mr. Ames for paying 
off the Public Debt, which he considered. as not 
quite consistent with his present desire of expend- 
ing so much moncy on a Standing Army, Mr. 
Ames replicd, that he believed the gentleman 
would be very much mortified to think that he 
possessed as little property as he [Mr. A.] did; 
that a report had been industriously circulated, as 
if the possession of public funds had an influence 
in that House on the votes of members; and this 
foolish calumny had been disseminated with so 
much industry as to have had an injurious effect 
on the minds of the public in some parts of the 
Union, and had much influence in serving the ends 
of some people. 

Mr, Sepewtcx said, that it would be improper to 
diminish the preparations for war on account of 
any report afloat of a treaty with Britain; for if 
there was such a treaty, (which was not yet cer- 
tain,) nothing could be counted upon it till ratified 
by the Government here. 

The Committee rose, after disagreeing to the re- 
port. The Chairman reported progress, and the 
question being put, the House also disagreed to the 
report of the Committee. 

Mr. Dayton then read his resolution on this 
subject as given above, and which was made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 


Tuespay, February 3. 


A memorial of sundry manufacturers of paper, 
whose names are thereunto subscribed, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying that so 
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much of the Revenue Laws of the United States’) 
as imposes a duty on rags imported from foreign 
countries may be repealed; or that such other 
measures may be adopted for encouraging the 
manufacture of paper within the United States as 
to the wisdom of Congress shall seem meet, 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Goopuus, Mr. Warts, and Mr. HEISTER; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. | 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to authorize the al- 
lowance of drawback on part of the cargo of the | 
ship Enterprise; aud, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose, and reported the bill with- 
out amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrosscd, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom was re-committed the report of a commit- 
tee on the report of the Secretary of War, respect- 
ing the fortifications of the United States, be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House on 
Friday next. | 

The House resolved itsclf into a Committee of 
the Whole House on so much of the report of the | 
committee appointed to inquire and report whether 
any, and what alterations ought to be made to the 
act imposing duties on snuff manufactured within 
the United States, as relates to an immediate 
alteration of the mode of collecting the duties on 
snuff manufactured within the United States; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported a resolution, which was twice read, and 
agrecd to by the House, as follows : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill to amend the act laying 
duties on manufactured snuff, and to alter the mode 
of imposing the said duties, by imposing the same 
on the mortar. 

Ordered, That Mv. WiLttAM Switi, Mr, NICHO- 
Las, Mi. Samuen Smirnu, Mr. LYMAN, Mr. FIND- 
LEY, Mr. FITZSIMONS, and Mr. MADISON, be ap- 
pointed a committee, pursuant to the said resolu- 
tion. 

he House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill authorizing the 
erection of a light-house near the entrance of 
Georgetown harbor, in the State of South Caro- 
lina; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported an amendment, which was 
twice reud, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read a third time. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 

The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the Military Establishment of the 
United States, Mr. Coss in the Chair. 

‘The resolution proposed by Mr. DAYTON was 
taken up, and Mr. GILES proposed, as an amend- 
ment, to strike out the word “ three” from the re- 
solution, which would then read “ years.” 
Mr. G. introduced his amendment with some re- 
marks, delivered in rather a low tone of voice. 


Mr. S. Surtur had often been surprised at the 
way in which the Constitution was introduced 
into every subject. He never felt that surprise 
more sensibly than he did now. The member who 
spoke last had discovered that the raising of any 
army for the term of three years was disagreeable 
to the Constitution. He could not comprehend 
what Mr. GILES would be at. He was against a 
Standing Army ; he was against a Militia, Mr. 
S. could not conceive what kind of support he 
would give the Government. Was he to depend 
solely on the virtue of the people? There were 
vicious characters in America, as well as elso- 
where. Mr. S. asked if we are never to learn wis- 
dow in milirary matters? When General Tlowe, 
with thirty thousand men, landed at Long-Island, 
the Americans raised a body of flying-camp men, 
who were to serve only for six months. The con- 
sequence was, that u great number of valuable 
citizens were just long enough in the service to be 
disgusted with it, but not long enough to learn the 
military exercise or imbibe military feelings. This 
short enlistment had a very bad effect, ‘fhe same 
practice had been continued since that time, and 
had always produced mischief. Can there be any 
bad consequence of enlisting these men for three 
years, when we can have them at the same cx- 
pense of bounty as if they were only for two years ? 
Whenever a gentleman is at a loss for an argu- 
ment, the Constitution is brought forward. ‘The 
result would be, that when it was really useful to 
do so, the reference will be luughed at. ‘There 
had been six-months men in the Army of St. Clair 
whose time was out, and who had loft him just 
before his defeat. Mon had been enlisted on so 
short a date, that their time was expired before 
they could be marched to the camp. 

Mr. GiLes.—The remarks of the gentleman last 
up are of so extraordinary a nature as to demand 
areply. Mr. G. had not pointed out any obliga- 
tion on the House by the Constitution to reject 
the term of three years. Henever had been agaiust 
a militia. [Mr. S. Sarr here said that the gen- 
tleman had said he was against any military force. ] 
Mr. Grues denied the accuracy of his several quo- 
tations. He was a friend to a militia; he cleaved 
to a militia, How it came to be imagined that he 
would be aguinst it, he was at a loss to conceive, 
‘There was a privilege in that Ifouse which Mr. G. 
would never give np to any man, and that was the 
privilege of speaking his opinion. He thought 
two years a long enough term; he should vote for 
it. Lf the men were wanted after that for a longer 
term, they could then be continued. 

Mr. ILARTLEY was forthe lungest term. It was 
a hard thing to call out the inilitia from their 
work. ‘The sapporting of the Army would be the 
shortest way to finish the war. 

The amendment was negatived by the Com- 
mittee. 

The question on the resolution itself was next 
called for. 

Mr. FINDLEY said, it was with some reluctance 
that he rose on this question. He knew that on 
former occasions his support to the measures for 
increasing and continuing the Westera Army was 
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supposed to have been influenced by 
of the Western counties of Pennsylvania. He 
hoped that when it was considered that the head- 
quarters of the Army was near six hundred miles 
below Pittsburg, and that this was the nearest post; 
and when it was also considered that the Indians 
of the Sanduskies, who harassed the frontiers of | 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, had not been made an | 
object of offensive operations, he hoped it would 
be believed that he was not influenced in his 
opinion on this question by his local situation. | 
He went into a retrospect. The first offensive | 
operation (General Harmar’s expedition) was evi- | 
dently undertaken without a competent know- 
ledge of the strength and temper of the Indians, 
or of the influence by which they were supported ; 
consequently it increased the war. The expedi- 
tion of General St. Clair was also provided for 
on the same mistaken policy; it was likewise un- 
fortunate, and the Indians became more formidable 
by greater combinations. These inadequate pro- 
visions for the Indian war cost much money, and 
protracted the war. These losses can be reim- 
ursed, but the abundant loss of human blood can- 
not be recovered or compensated; and these losses 
are justly chargeable to the want of competent 
force and short enlistments. When the present 
Army was directed to be organized, the number 
of truups as prescribed by the law and the time of | 
service were competent, but the encouragement 
was inadequate. Mr. F. saw the conecquences of 
this defcct at the time, and endeavored to have the 
wages raised; but, though the House of Representa- 
tives had voted to increase the encouragement to 
the Army at different times, it failed in the Senate. 
The consequence was, that the number prescribed 
by law was never completed, But, though we had 
no more troops than the gentlemen have mentioned, 
that circumstance does not prove thut the force 
was adequate. The reverse is rendered evident by 
undeniable facts. It is a fact, that the defence of 
the frontiers could not be combined with offensive 
operations, as was originally intended ; nor was 
the Army fit to carry on the limited operaticns 
without a very expensive aid of the militia. This 
aid was not only necessary to assist in the most 
advanced and important operations, but even to 
guard the escorts of provisions. The attack made 
upon Major Adair with mounted volunteers, which 
was attended with the loss of lives, and of horses 
and stores, cannot be forgotten. The attack of the 
escort with wagons and stores on the road, and the 
loss of several brave officers and privates, and also 
the more formidable attack upon an advanced post, 
when, though the post was supported, the cattle and 
stores were taken to a great amount, and the lives of 
many of our valuable citizens lost, were all charge- 
able to the smallness of our force. But it is said 
that our future prospects have changed the situ- 
tion of our affairs so much, as to render a smaller 
force competent to the object. What is thischange? 
General Wayne has gained one victory, but is this 
a conquest? Or has it obtained a peace? No. It 
js far otherwise. ‘The Indians do not sue for peace, 
notwithstanding all our pacific endeavors to induce 
them to it; and emissaries, rendered active by their 


the situation | ‘personal prejudices against us, even if they had no 


superior inducement, are as active in irritating the 
Indians as ever. The prospect of a treaty seemed 
to be considered as an essential change of situa- 
tion; but supposing the reports of this to be well 
founded, it certainly was not jet confirmed on our 
part. We did not even know the terms; but, from 
what appeared, the relinquishineut of the posts was 
to be suspended for a considerable time, and for 
the accomplishment of this we had ouly a promise 
in the treaty, and we had this before. lowever, 
he hoped this desirable object would be accom- 
plished, but he could not extend his hopes bey ond 
his confidence; and he acknowledged that his con- 
fidence was not perfect, but did not choose tu ex- 
plain his reasons; he thought it was not neccssar). 
Pretences we knew could easily be found to evade 
the fulfilment of a treaty. Le said that many 
arguments might be adduced to prove the propri- 
ety of completing the Army which it was not 
convenient to explain. Certainly it will not be 
pretended that the Southwestern Territory, or 
even Georgia, do not stand in necd of more cft- 
cient assistance, or that these States would not 
have been better protected if the Army had been 
completed. He apprehended that the conduct and 
temper of the Southern Indians did not justify us 
in lessening our force. He hoped that further 
offensive operations against the Western Indians 
might not be necessary, but he thought that de- 
pended on possessing a sufficient force either for 
the defence of the posts, or offensive operations, as 
occasion might require. 

Mr. DAYTON said, that the gentleman had laid 
down wrong premises, and thence it was no won- 
der if he had made wrong conclusions. He had 
said there was a chain of garrisons from the Ohio 
to the Lakes, Now, (said Mr. D.,) there is no such 
chain. Hc said that the present Army had done 
the business. Now, (said Mr. D.,) the Army alone 
did not do the business. There were 1800 mounted 
volunteers from Kentucky, four or tive hundred 
militia in Georgia, and several independent com- 
panies in Pennsylvania; so that altogether the 
militia were as numerous as the regular Army. 
The gentleman asks the object of members who 
advocate this resolution. lt was expressed yes- 
terday. The object is, an economical, effectual 
defence of the frontiers. 

Mr. MADISON, after all that had been said, was 
still of opinion that there had been a change in our 
situation, and so there might be a possibility that 
a reduction was proper. By the arrangemehts 
made in this session, it might be practicable to 
reduce the numbers, nominally, and yet have a real 
augmentation, because the new regulations would 
actually bring more men into the field. 

Mr. Scort said, that the way to finish the war 
was to make it continue offensive, and pursue the 
Indians from one place to another, and let them 
know they should have no rest till they sued for 
peace. ‘Io reduce the forces back to a defensive 
war would be to have an eternal war, and be the 
most ruinous thing imaginable. There could not 
be a more wretched policy, in his opinion. The 
rumor of an intended reduction would induce other 
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tribes to join those already at war with us. The 
British, who had blown the coal, who had done 
every thing in their power to excite the Indians to 
hostilities, would do so still. It should be remem- 
bered, that though the Indians had been defeated 
by General Wayne, the House were in possession 
of private information, that the British had at- 
tempted to rally them for another attack; and 
though British influence had failed for one time, 
there was no assurance that it would always fail. 
A preat deal had been said about a change in cir- 
cumstances: Mr. S. thought them changed for the 
worse. The ground only had been changed. Tle 
was for keeping up the Army at its full force. The 
mounted volunteers from Kentucky had cost as 
much to the public in four months as an equal 
number of regular troops did in twelve months. 
Tt would give Mr. S the greatest pain if the reso 
lution an the table miscarried. 

Mr. Fixptey explained the protection which he 
had said should be afforded to the frontiers, not to 
consist in scouting parties dispersed all over the 
frontier. He believed that the militia were fittest 
for this purpose. He only meant that the force 
should be such as to overawe the Indians where 
they were most formidable, and to carry out offen- 
sive operations when it was necessary. With 
respect to the amount of force necessary for the 
defence of the chain of posts and other necessary 
purposes, want of competent knowledge rendered 
a variety of opinions unavuidable. In cases where 
he was himself a competent judge, he was always 
against asking for or leaning on the opinion of the 
Executive. If the question was about the wages 
of the Army, he thought he was a competent judge; 
but with respect to the number of troops neces- 
sary for objects which actually existed, or proba- 
bly might exist, he thought himself in a degree 
incompetent. He said, if he was a Gencral to 
command an Army, he would not undertake it 
unless he judged the force competent; that the 
Executive, in the present instance, appeared to him 
in the same point of view, and would not be re- 
sponsible fur the consequences, if the force judged 
adequate was not granted. In point of expense or 
convenience, he thought little would be gained 
by the proposed reduction. It would not lessen 
the number of Generals, or of the Staff, nor of the 
stores and equipments of the Army, but only the 
pay of the number of officers and privates, which 
would be an inconsiderable saving compared with 
the danger of wanting a sufficient force. He knew 
the Presivent was not hasty in filling the vacan- 
cies of officers where the privates were wanting; 
therefore, if privates could not be got, officers would 
not be unuecessarily appointed. He contemplated 
a day, not far hence, when, in making a Peace 
Establishment, a beneficial selection would be made 
of the best officers for that service; that if the 
Army was reduced now, and a selection of officers 
made for the remaining regiment, under the im 
pression of another discrimination shortly to take 
place, it would probably produce fatal discontents 
in the Army. ‘This, he thought, ought to be avoid 
ed, unless it became absolutely necessary. 


ple had an insuperable aversion to regular military 
service. Hedid not mean, that when there was 
occasion for it, they were unwilling to fight, but 
that they were averse to entering into regular ser- 
vice for a term of years. Tt was next to impossiblo 
to keep men who enlisted from deserting: they al- 
ways ran away from their officers. He did not by 
this mean to cast any reflection on the Army ; he 
had long been a military man himself, and that 
from a very carly period, and had the highest re- 
spect for the profession. He was understood to be 
unfavorable to the resolution. 

Mr. Hurnovse thought that it would be the most 
unfortunate thing imaginable, if any idea were to 
get abroad that there was to be a reduction of the 
force. Even though there should be none in 
reality, yet the appearance of a reduction might be 
mistaken, and produce a wrong construction. He 
had no scruple in leaving the affair of dismissing 
the troops, when no longer wanted, to the discre- 
tion of the Executive, 

Mr. Carnes said, Georgia and the Southwest- 
ern Territory have a frontier of at least eight hun- 
dred tiles in extent. The number of troops pro- 
posed in the resolution is entirely inadequate to 
the defence of this frontier in general. We have 
had regulars in Georgia for several years, without 
the State receiving any benefit whatever from 
them. There is an antipathy between them and 
the regulars. At Fort Mattocks, (this was either 
the name, or a sound very like it,) an ofticer was 
applied to fora family near that post, and whom 
the Indians were preparing to murder. He an- 
swered, that he had been directed by his superiors 
to defend the ground which he stood upon. He 
accordingly called in his men, and suffered the 
people to be murdered. For six or seven years we 
have been giving the Creeks presents, and this 
always makes them come back again, as soon as 
their presents are disposed of, in order to commit 
fresh murders; and this always will be the case. 
He urged a declaration of war against them as the 
only way to reduce them to reason. He appealed 
to gentlemen, if the neglect shown by Government 
to the safety of the Southwestern frontier did not 
amount almost to a disgrace upon Government. 
The people had published the account of their suf- 
ferings in the newspapers, in the hopes that they 
would reach Congress, and induce them to do 
something, bnt all in vain, The number of troops 
proposed, said Mr. C., is not by one-twenticth part 
equal to the defence of your frontier. It had been 
said on this floor, that the troops were sent to the 
frontier of Georgia to protect the Indians against 
the white people, and it was the constant theme 
that the latter were always wronging the Indians. 
There was no evidence of this at all; and as there 
could be none, Mr. C. hoped that gentlemen would 
become more cautious in making such assertions. 
They do not care what kind of parade you make 
on your own side of the line, even with an hun- 
dred thousand men, if you please. They have 
said so. ‘They know that declarations have been 
made of the garrisons being sent to prolect them 
against the whites, aud as long as they think so, 


Mr. Ruruerrorp said, that the American peo- ì there will never be any peace. You may give 
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them presents, and make treaties with them, as 
long as yon please. It is time to give a decided 
stroke instead of such trifling. Experience is the 
best tutor that we can apply to; and if we look 
back for six years, we shall find that the system 
of making presents has answered no good purpose. 
As to the charge of making encroachments on the 
Indians, Mr. C. knew only of two or three notori- 
ous characters at the most in Georgia, and these } 
were mostly traders. People in general were per- 
fectly disposed to peace. If fire and sword were | 
once or twice carried into the Indian towns, and 
an assurance given that this would always be the 
case in future, when any murders were committed, 
they would soon learn to be quiet. 

Mr. Murray would not believe this enormous | 
story of an American officer permitting a family to | 
be butchered before his eyes, unless Mr. O. would 
say, he had seen it himself. As to the militia of 
Georgia, six hundred of them had once been taken 
out in pursuit of a party of Indians, and, afler 
coming on their trail, refused to go farther, and 
went home again. From this, Mr. M. inferred the 
necessity of having regular troops in the State to | 
protect it. 

Mr. Carnes rose again. He said that the story 
was true. He was not present, but he had it from 
an acquaintance in the militia, on whose veracity 
he could entirely depend. He could produce five 
or six affidavits on the affair. As to the men who 
returned from the Indian trail, the case was this. 
The Governor had entered into a correspondence 
with the Executive at Philadelphia, and it having 
been understood that the marching of the militia 
would be disagreeable to him, they were recalled 
on their way to the Indian country. 

Mr. S. Suir said the commanding officer in 
Georgia was a particular friend of his; and the 
observations of Mr. Carnes had struck deeply 
at the character of that officer. If any officer had 
really acted so, he ought to have been disgraced. 
Mr. S. gave a high character of the commander in 
Georgia, Major Geater, and read a letter from 
that gentleman, which tended to refute the asser- 
tions of Mr. Cannes, made the last session, relative 
to the defenceless state of the frontier. The 
Major said that the member from Georgia had cer- 
tainly forgotten many things that he said in Con- 
gress, as well as many promises which he made 
when in Georgia. Mr. S. said that Mr. Carnes 
had certainly not foreseen the consequences of 
such a charge. The Major is liable to punish- 
ment. In his letter, he says, in contradiction to 
what Mr. Carnes asserts, that the Indians, for 
nine months past, have been remarkably peace- 
able, and not a horse has been stolen since the 
month of May. Mr. S. designed to have shown 
the letter to Mr. Carnes himself, and not to have 
made it public, but the precipitation with which 
the gentleman had advanced his charge, forced 
Mr. S. to produce it in defence of an absent and 
much respected friend. 

Mr. Carnes had as high a respect for Major 
Geater as the gentleman himself, was well ac- 
quainted with him, and on amicable terms. He 
had ‘also a very high opinion of the officers, and 


never had designed to make an attack on their 
characters. He considered them as gentlemen 
who knew how to act with propricty on ahnost 
every occasion, perhaps upon all occasions. He 
inquired the date of the letter now produced. 
Mr. Swirn replied that it was dated the Ist of 
January last. Mr. C. said, that when he went to 
Georgia, at the rising of the last session, he found 
that Major Geater had, from misapprehending 
him, taken amiss something which he had said on 
that foor. He gave him an explanation, and the 
Major seemed satisfied. le had not the least 
idea of injuring the reputation of officers. He 
did not carry that kind of malevolence about 
him. But he had a right to state what he knew 
to be facts; and for one, that of the massacre of a 
family, though they were so near the fort, that he 
believed the garrison might have seen the smoke 
of their chimneys. He did not, however, say that 
the officer in the fort was to blame. He might 
have potent reasons for what he did, though Mr. 
C. did not know them, and had, on that account, 
been cautious of saying any thing more than 
merely stating the fact, and this he apprehended 
that he was entitled to do. It was not at the con- 
duct of particular persons that Mr. C. levelled his 
observations, but at the fecble defensive system 
which they were enjoined to pursue. He con- 
cluded by. declaring, that he had a high opinion of 
Major Geater, and his conduct must have been 
misrepresented to that gentleman siuce they were 
last together, or he would not have written the 
letter in question. 

The question was now called for and taken, and 
the resolution was agrecd to, as follows : 

Resolved, ‘Nhat the present Military Establish- 
ment of the United States ought to be continued, 
and the corps composing the same completed by 
enlistments, for a term not exceeding three years, 
with authority to the Presient to forbear to 
raise, or to discharge afler they shall be raised, such 
part thereof, as future events may, in his judgment, 
render consistent with public safety, convenience, 
and economy. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Dayton, 
Mr. Sanuet Sarva, and Mr. JERCMIAR WADSWORTH, 
do prepare and bring in the same. 


Wepwespay, February 4. 


An engrossed bill to authorize the allowance of 
drawback on part of the cargo of the ship Enter- 
prise was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Suersurne, from the committee to whom 
was re-committed the report of the committee on 
the bill sent from the Senate, entitled "“ An act to 
amend the act, entitled ‘An act to establish the 
Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States, ” made a report; which was read, and or- 
dered to be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill relative to the com- 
pensation of certain officers employed in the col- 
lection of the duties of impost and tonnage; and, 
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after some time spent therein, the Committce 
rose and reported several amendments thercto ; 
which were severally twice read, and agreed to by 
the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

The following Message was reccived from the 
PRESIDENT OF TUR UNITED States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

T lay before Congress, for theit consideration, a Let- 
ter frum the Secretary of State, upon the subject of 
Loans, which is exiremely interesting and urgent. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep Srires, February 4, 1795. 


The said Message and Letter were read, and 
referred to Mr. Sepewicx, Mr. Mapison, Mr. 
Barowis, Mr. Wittiam Smira, and Mr. GILES, 
with instruction to examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 

The House, on motion of Mr. Hear, went into 
a Committee of the Whole on the report of the se- 
lect committee as to the progress made in settling 
the accounts of balances due to the old Govern- 
ment. This was accordingly done, Mr. Cogg in 
the Chair. The report was read. 

The first resolution in the report was, that fur- 
ther and more adequate provision ought to be made 
for recovering of debts due to the United States. 

Mr. Hearia was in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. Sroewicr thought any new regulations su- 
perfluous, as every precaution had been taken that 
could be taken. 

Mr. Wapsworrn, in the discussion of this 
report, said, that he had got his own accounts 
with the United States settled, and to be sure it 
was much better that the thing was done, but he 
would not go through such a business again for 
twenty times the balance that he recovered. 
Many people had in despair given up the attempt. 

The resolutions were agreed to with amend 
ments, and reported to the [ouse. The galleries 
were then, at half past one o'clock, ordered to be 
cleared for reading of the communications from the 
PRESIDENT. 


Trurspay, February 5. 


An engrossed bill relative to the compensations 
of certain officers employed in the collection of the 
duties of impost and tonnage was read the third 
time, and passed. 

A memorial of Oliver and Thompson, of the 
town of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, mer- 
chants, was presented to the House and read, pray- 
ing that certain errors, made to the injury of the 
memorialists, in the payment of the duties on fif- 
teen boxes of Irish linens and thirty pipes of Ma 
deira wine, imported into the United States, in the 
years 1791 and 1792, may be rectified. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Samuen Sarre, Mr. Hiw.aeuse, and Mr. 
Wincate; that they do examine the matter there- 


| of, and report the same, with their opinion there- 


upon, to the House. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of George Gibbs, 
made a report; which was read. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Collector for the port of 
Newport, in the State of Rhode Island, be, and 
he hereby is, authorized to allow to George Gibbs 
the legal drawback on certain wines, by him ex- 
ported, in the month of December, 1790, in the 
ship Warren, to Calcutta: Provided, that the said 
George Gibbs shall produce all the other testi- 
mony (excepting the oath of the mate) required 
respecting drawbacks, by an act passed the 4th of 
August, 1790. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that the Com- 
mittee of Claims do prepare and bring in the 
same. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill for continuing in force, 
for a limited time, an act passed the 3d of April, 
1794, entitled “An act transferring, for a limited 
time, the jurisdiction of suits and offences from 
the District to the Circuit Court of New Hamp- 
shire, and assigning certain duties in respect to 
invalid pensioners, to the Attorney of the said 
District.” 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Jerr- 
mian Sarra, Mr. Tuarcuer, and Mr. Perec 
WADSWORTH. 

A memorial of the sugar refiners in the town 
of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, was pre- 
sented to the Iouse and read, praying a revision 
of the excise laws of the United States, and that so 
much of the act passed at the last session of Con- 
gress, entitled “ An act laving certain duties upon 
snuff’ and refined sugar,” as imposes a duty on 
sugar refined within the Uniled States, may be 
repealed. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole [Jouse to whom is 
committed the report of the committee appointed 
to prepare and report a plan for the reduction of 
the Public Debt. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 

It was moved and seconded that the House 
should resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the report of the committee on redu- 
cing the National Debt, which was done accord- 
ingly, Mr. Cogs in the Chair. The resolution was 
then read. 

Mr. S. Smıru said, that he had not recollected 
before the House resolved itself, that he had in his 
pocket an address and remonstrance from the sugar 
refiners of Baltimore to submit to them. The 
Committee, on this account, rose. The address 
was then presented and read by the Clerk. It 
stated, in pointed terms, the oppressive effects 
attending the excise on refined sugar. When the 
address had been read, the Committee was re- 
sumed. 

When this second resolution was last before 
Committee, Mr. S. Smıra bad moved to strike 
the resolution out of the report. 
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Mr. Firzsimons believed that there had only | 
been two of the taxes contained in the resolution 
complained of, viz: those on snuff and refined su- 
gar. The auctioneers complained not of the tax, 
but wanted some particulars altered. This might 
be done, and it would be more candid to confine 
the motion merely to those parts of the resolution 
which had caused complaint. 

Mr. Hester said, that, in Pennsylvania, the tax 
on auctioneers had never, as he understood, been 
carried into execution. He was for dividing im- 
mediately on the motion as it stood. 

Mr. Hittuovse was also for a division on the 
question. 

Mr. S. Sarr was anxious that the nature and 
extent of his motion might be understood. He 
bad moved for striking ont these taxes for the pre- 
sent, not to prevent the execution, but to suspend 
for the present the prolongation of an act which 
would expire in the end of the session of 1797. 
The taxes were confessedly experimental, and 
another year would enable the next Congress to 
decide much better whether they ought to be con- 
tinued, than could be done at present. He hoped, 
therefore, that gentlemen would not mistake this 
motion, as if it went to an absolute negative of 
these taxes, when il was only temporary and con 
ditional. 

Mr. Pace was likewise for striking out the 
clause. If good, at the end of the former term it 
could be renewed. But let the experiment be made. 

Mr. Sepewick.—Mr. Chairman, the principal 
question involved in that before the Committee is, 
shall permanent provision be made for the reduc- 
tion of the Public Debt? As subordinate to this, 
is it necessary that the taxes laid last session, on 
loaf sugar, snuff, carriages, licences for retailing 
spirituous liquors and sales at auction, should be 
continued? The great subject, then, of providing 
the means of reducing the Debt, is necessarily in- 
volved in the discussion. If it shall appear to be 
the duty of the Legislature to establish an efficient 
system for this purpose, and if it shall be demon- 
strated that these taxes are indispensable for that 
end, it will follow, that the resolution for their con- 
tinuance should not be struck out until an adequate 
substitute is proposcd. 

When we take a retrospective view of the vari- 
ous stages through which the mass of Debt had 
passed previous to the Funding System; the cx- 
treme difficully there was in executing that busi- 
ness; the agitations which attended it; the jea- 
lousies, suspicions, and animosities, which have re- 
sulted from it; when we call to mind the disunion 
and party which have flowed from this source ; 
when we reflect on the magnitude of our Debt; 
and when we know how anxious our constituents 
are to have it put in a train of reduction, we must 
conclude, that we ought assiduously to seek the 
means of effecting it. 

The history of Public Debts is a very curious 
and instructive one. The facility with which 
they are increased, and the difficulty of reducing 
them, should form an useful lesson for American 
legislators. 

When we compare our own Debt with the 


more enormous ones of some other countrics, we 
are apt to console ourselves with its comparative 
smallness. JI had intended to have given the his- 
tory of the rise and progress of the British Debts, 
but when I reflect that it is a subject which is 
known to every gentleman, and must have been 
considered by them, I dare not trespass on the 
patience of the Committee. I will only take the 
liberty to observe, that, in the year 1697, when 
there were more anxious forebodings of ruin from 
that source than perhaps at any period since, the 
Debt of that country was comparatively less than 
ours is now. Had the Government then, in car- 
nest, attempted a reduction, it might have been 
effectually done, with less annual revenue than is 
now required, in time of peace, for their ordinary 
expenditure. 

Whenever a provision for the Public Credit 
shall be beyond the public faculties, confusion and 
ruin must be the consequence. That cause has de- 
stroyed the strongest Government in Europe. 
This we all hope will prove a blessing. The same 
event here would blast the best hopes of the lovers 
of mankind. 

Among all the causes which have operated to 
prevent the reduction of Public Debts, none has 
been more influential than that of diverting reve- 
nues appropriated to that purpose to other objects. 
If our appropriations, of this kind, shall be vio- 
lated, we may despair of our country being ever 
discharged of its load of Debts. To secure us 
against this evil, provision must be made, concomi- 
tantly with a Sinking Fund, for the other necessary 
expenses of Government, and also an allowance 
made for those unforeseen and contingent demands 
which cannot be computed, but which will always 
occur. Otherwise, we may be assured, unless 
America is to be exempted from the evils which 
have afflicted other countries, that our intention, 
however patriotic, will be defeated by a diversion 
of our permanent appropriations to temporary 
purposes. Our legislators may feel interested in 
the continuance of the Debt; they may want 
energy of character ; they may be indolent; they 
may meanly dread a loss of popularity, froin imn- 
posing necessary burdens, or all these may com- 
bine to form a precedent, which, when once estab- 
lished, we may bid adieu to hope. 

This debate, if not productive of the effects 
originally designed, will certainly disclose to our 
constituents many things important, at least useful 
to be known. I most ardently hope that my 
wishes and expectations may not be disappointed, 
that no man observing on a contradiction of cha- 
racter and conduct, may justly use language such 
as this: Strange to behold! We see the men 
who have been represented as the friends of aristo- 
cracy, the men who had erected a Debt as the 
means, who rendered it irredeemable, that it might 
be perpetuated as the instrument of power and 
influence; these men we see striving, with all 
their might, and straining every nerve, for the 
adoption of an efficient system, for the gradual 
reduction and ultimate destruction of this monster 
of iniquity; while, on the other hand, not less un- 
expected, we perceive the friends of the people, 
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as they have called themselves, the men who had 


fairly discovered that every political evil was 
stalking in the background of the frightful pic- 


ture, which they had made of the Funding System ; 


these men we behold, formed in solid columns, to 
defend this hateful spectre against the assaults of 


the knights of the Funding System. 
The man who, twelve months since, would 


have dared to prophecy that a trifling tax on loaf 
sugar, snuff, and carriages, would have been put 


in competition with a reduction of our debts, 
would, withont hesitation, have been pronounced 
either contemptibly weak or detestably wicked. 

T did not think, at the commencement of our 
deliberations, it‘could have been necessary to have 
urged reasons for the reduction of the Debt. But 
the debate has taken a turn so new and unexpect- 


ed, that I will take the liberty of stating some of 


the reasons which have struck my mind with the 
greatest force, why we should honestly unite in 
the attempt. Some of those reasons are general, 
and apply to all Governments; some are more pe- 
culiarly applicable to the circumstances of this 
country. 

lst. A Debt, as an embarrassment to the facul- 
ties of a country, is an evil. To this there are, at 
some times, and in some countries, causes which 
counteract this evil, perhaps, in some instances, 
overbalance it; but I am confident those causes 
do uot here operate to an extent which should in- 
duce us, for a moment, to suspend our efforts to 
reduce the Debt. 

2d. A very cogent reason, and one which will 
influence every true patriot is, that our Debt has 
been made a principal and ostensibly almost the 
only source of party. No man, then, who wishes 
a union of councils, a fraternity of sentiments, will 
seek for plausible reasons to defeat this important 
measure. 

3d. The experience of other countries has de- 
monstrated a general disinclination in Govern- 
ments to liberate the pledged funds of the com- 
munity. Every extraordinary demand accumu- 
lates, of course, the Debt, and in the end must 
prove ruinous. It will be vain for us to pro- 
fess ourselves the friends of Republican Govern- 


ment, and admirers of our political institutions, if 


we are not, by the examples of others, warned 
against this evil. 

4th. A great portion of our Debt is owned by fo- 
reigners, and from the value of capital here, com- 
pared with other countries, we have reason to fear 
the evil will increase. It must be unnecessary to 
dwell on the impoverishing effects of a continued 
drain of specie from the community. 

5th. The proposed measure will, in my opinion, 
beyond any expedient which could be devised, tend 
to fix the market price of our six per cent. stock at 
par. This would make that species of Debt less a 
subject, and more an instrument of commerce ; and 


instead of acquiring it would supply the place of 


capital; and it would also enable the Government 
to employ bencficially our surplus of revenues in 
purchases in the market. 

6th. There are considerations peculiarly weighty 
at the present moment, which should stimulate us 


| tioned. 
just. 


to the attempt to unshackle our faculties by a 
diminution of the Debt. Because, whatever our 
exigencies may be, we may be compelled to rely 


„on our ordinary resources, without much aid from 


borrowing; for, from the smallness and value of 
capital here, we ought not to rely on domestic 
Loans; and the uncertain issue of the troubles in 
Europe, would prove it madness to depend on 
forcign aid. 

7th. We ought to prepare to face the Deferred 
Debt; that we may not at once be compelled to 
impose too great an additional burden on our con- 
stituents. The Deferred Debt, when the whole 
shall be taken in, will probably amount to about 
15,000,000 of dollars, and the annaal interest to 
about 900,000. ‘This is no trifling sum. 

I suppose I shall be told that this reasoning is 
quite superfluous, that all will concur in an inten- 
tion of creating an efficient Sinking Fund. We 
are indeed told, “be ye fed and be ye clothed,” 
but I ask where are the food and raiment? We 
will appropriate, but where are the funds? A per- 
manent provision by temporary or periodical grants 
is in-itself a contradiction. For a Government to 
appropriate money without funds, is fullacious and 
absurd. 

lt is proposed by gentlemen with whom I have 
the honor to concur, to create a fund adequate to 
the payment of eight per cent. on the six per cent. 
Debts; to pay, as they accrue, the instalments of 
foreign Debt and of the Loan made of the Bank; 
to provide the means of speedily discharging the 
Loan of a million of dollars, authorized the last 
session for the purpose of foreign intercourse, and 
to aid the present Sinking Fund, if in our power, 
by applying annually all the surplus of revenues 
beyond our annual wants. 

On the other hand, in all the calculations made 
by gentlemen opposed to continuing the taxes laid 
the last session, reference has been had only to 
the eight per cent. redeemable by the terms of the 
contract. The first observation which occurs here 
is, that if gentlemen do not wish to exert the pub- 
lic faculties beyond that point, there seems to ex- 
ist no foundation for the complaint so loudly and 
so often repeated of the irredeemability of the 
Debt. For how can a prohibition to do a thing, 
which you have no inclination to perform, be con- 
sidered as a gricvance ? 

In these calculations, no allowance whatever is 
made for those unforeseen events to which all hu- 
man affairs are liable. I will, at least for the pre- 
sent, waive this objection. I put out of the ques- 
tion the omission of the Foreign Debt, of that due 
to the Bank, and of the Loan which I have men- 

I will, tou, suppose the calculations to be 
We shall then be furnished with the means 
of paying $600,000, commencing the first payment 
the beginning of the next year. We shall then 
have made five annual payments before we are to 
meet the demand accruing from the Deferred 
Debt, This will amount to $3,000,000; and we 
shall, of course, have liberated an annuity equal to 
$180,000. This will not, however, enable us to 
face that additional demand; for I have already 
shown, that the annual interest of that will amount 
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to about $900,000. So far, then, at that time, from 
being in a capacity to continue the operation of 
the Sinking Fund, additional taxes will be indispen- 
sably necessary to enable you to fulfil the public 
engagements. 

Will gentlemen permit me to reqnest them to 
compare the benefit to be expected from a reduc- 
tion of the Debt, with the inconvenience of con- 
tinuing the proposed taxes? Respecting the first, 
I believe it to be the greatest benefit the Legisla 
ture can confer on their constituents, It is, of 
course, the first duty which they owe them, and 
the thing, by them, of all others most desired. 
It is not, however, I agree, to be effected by taxes 
unequal and oppressive. The subjects of the 
taxes are principally, all must allow, articles of 
luxury. The taxes are certain, chcap in the col- 
lection, and do not increase the number of officers. 
There will be no distress of individuals in enforc- 
ing the collection, nor are any of the means used 
made use of for that purpose hostile to liberty. 
These circumstances seem to recommend them to 
the favorable attention of the Legislature. Yet 
to these taxes objections are made, as there cer- 
tainly would be to any other, where self-interest is 
immediately concerned. 

There is a very obvious reason why the manu- 
factures of sugar are better defended than those 
of snuif and the other taxes, It is said, “that the 
tax on loal sugar has not as yet the test of expe- 
rience.” This is equally true of every other spe- 
cies of tax which may be substituted, except only 
direct taxes, of which I shall say a few words be- 
fore I sit down. “It is an American manufac- 
ture,” it is true; bat it is also true that the manu- 
facture is so protected that the manufacturer has 
a complete monopoly; and, of course, if there is 
any truth in political calculations, the consumer 
must pay the tax. It is also true that, if you con- 
tinue the protecting duties, and do not continue 
the tax, you give to the manufacturer a bounty 
equal to those duties, which, to the same amount, 
is a charge on the community. If you do not 
continue the protecting duties there is, of course, 
a further defalcation of revenue. “The tax will 
prevent the use of the article.” Ts there a man 
in the least degree acquainted with the subject 
who can for a moment believe that two cents 
a pound on loaf sugar can, in a single instance, 
affect the consumption. But, to conclude: It is 
suid, “ that the tax has already injured the manu- 
factdrer.” I am willing to admit that, at the com- 
mencement and termination of every tax on a ma- 
nufacture, and, perhaps on any other specific arti- 
cle, some inconvenience and embarrassment will 
be experienced, which will, however, by its conti- 
nuance, as certainly be overcome as that an unagi- 
tated fluid will find its level. 

But let it be granted that neither sugar, snuff, 
nor carriages, may, on experience, appear to be 
proper subjects of taxation; it cannot be a con- 
clusive objection against the measure, for, by the 
terms of the resolution, these taxes are subject to 
repeal by the substitution of others; and, when- 
over the meditated evils shall appear, the Legisla- 
ture will apply the remedy. 


a ŘE 


Tt is said to be an illiberal and unfounded jen- 
lousy to suspect gentlemen of insincerity. Linean 
not to make the charge. Tet facts, however, speak 
for themselves. Have the gentlemen in the Op- 
position, however clamorous against others, ever 
proposed a system of their own? Do they now 
offer any substitute? Till the session before the 
last we neither sufficiently knew the wants nor 
the resources of our country to make an experi- 
ment. The House was then necessarily diverted 
from the consideration of a plan before them by 
the intervention of a subject cqually interesting 
to the quict of the community and to the reputa- 
tion of a very meritorious officer. All remember 
the interesting subjects which exclusively occu- 
pied the attention of the Legislature at the last 
session. 

The subject is now introduced. There was 
every reason to expect a united exertion for the 
accomplishment of this desirable object. Honor 
and character, independently of patriotism, it was 
forescen would give union and energy to the 
friends of the Funding System. It was hoped 
that other motives would not be less operative 
with those who were its enemies. It is now said, 
“this is not the proper time, the business may as 
well be done at the next session.” I ask gentle- 
men why not as well at the present? If honor, 
the good wisues and blessings of the people, will 
attend the authors of the measure, I invite gentle- 
men to accept them. If toils are to await the cxe- 
cution, I beseech thein to encounter the honorable 
task. Why leave the glory to our successors? 
May not they, for the same reason, leave it to 
theirs? This disposition for postponement and 
leaving till “ to-morrow, and to-morrow, and to- 
morrow,” things which might as well be done to- 
day, bas been the cause why publie debts have 
been ruinously entailed on other countries. 

Tt is said that loaf sugar, snuff, carriages, &c., 
are not proper subjects? What, then, shall we 
substitute? It is said “direct taxes.” Ilave they 
not already been tried and rejected? Have not 
these been approved for purposes not more im- 
portant than those now proposed? Is there not 
an evidence of insincerity in proposing rejected 
taxes as a substitute for those which have been 
adopted? Does not every gentleman know that 
the proposed substitute is inadmissible? But, if 
gentlemen are in carnest, why bring they not for- 
ward their proposed scheme of direct taxes as the 
means of reducing the Debt? Ifthe Debt is whal 
they have constantly represented it, is it nol a duly 
incumbent on them equally with their brethren to 
attempt its reduction ? 

A gentleman [Mr. Finp.m] has said, that, by 
the act imposing the temporary taxes, the faith of 
Government is pledged against their being conti- 
nued. Why, then, continue the additional im- 
posi, to which he has assented, which was equally 
temporary in its creation? But can the gentle- 
man be serious in this? Does the imposition of a 
land tax one year pledge the faith of the Govern- 
tment that it shall not be continued the next? I 
have understood this gentleman to say that such 
taxes as those under consideration were to be 
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made temporary by way of experiment. But the | as a fact that his statements are just, and afford the 


gentleman has discovered that the Government can 
derive no benefit from the experiment without a 
violation of ity faith. This consequence then fol- 
lows, that no article of manufacture, no specific ar- 
ticle, ean be rendered a source of permanent reve- 
nue. This at least is a new discovery. 

One gentleman [Mr. McDowELL] has proposed 
another substitute, taxing the Debt itself. 1 will, 
in answer to this, only observe, that this would be 
indeed a Sinking Fund. 

Leannot help observing what has been often re- 
peated here, that the Government ought not to re- 
pose itself on imposts and tonnage alone, because 
it is a resource which war would annihilate, and be- 
cause it is putting the patriotism of the merchant to 
too severe a trial. 

The arrangement of our Treasury Departments, 
to my mind, evinces great wisdom and political 
discernment. Itis thereby not only competent to 
the Secretary, but made his duty, from time to time, 
to report “ plans” for the improvement of the reve- 
nue and the orderly administration of the finances. 


That officer, in the discharge of this important’ 


duty, has laid before the Legislature an able and 
comprehensive system, embracing the particular 
subject now before us. 

The statement which he exhibits respecting the 
revenue, does not, as others with which we have 
been favored do, entirely omit the important arti- 
cles of foreign debt, that due to the Bank of the 
United States, and the considerable loan, autho- 
rized by the aet of the last session, of $1,000,000, 
for purposes of foreign intercourse. To leave the 
two first items unprovided for would at once sa- 
crifco the national interest and violate the public 
faith. 

To leave the last without effectual means of 
speedy payment, would be, in time of peace and 
unexampled prosperity, to increase the National 
Debt. The palpable omissions and mistakes which 
have been made in all our eleulations, should in- 
duce us to hesitate whether more respect is not dne 
than has lately been paid to offivial information and 
responsibility. 

I nave very great confidence in the gentleman 
who was at the head of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. His talents are acknowledged by all; his 
integrity is, I believe, incorruptible, and his in- 
dustry indefutiguble. Hitherto, he has never de- 
ceived us, and he can now have no possible motive 
to do it. Added to these considerations, he is re- 
sponsible, not only in this country, but abroad, by 
his reputation and well-earned fame, dearer than 
life, not to mislead; and, besides, he has the best 
means of accurate calculation; and, what I sup- 
pose will be allowed as an additional reason for 
confidence, is, that he is not now devising means 
of official or personal power and influence, being, 
at the time he made his report, about to retire vo- 
luntarily and to mix with the mass of the people. 
If, on the one hand, however, it will not be ex- 
acted of any to receive conclusively the state- 
ments and deductions of the Secretary, on the 
other, candor will compel those who reject, 
to disprove them. For myself, I shall assume it 


only means of accurate calculation, 

To secure the important purposes of reducing 
our debts, preserving inviolably the public en- 
gagemenis, and providing the means of facing the 
Deferred Debt, without being compelled to extra- 
ordinary exertions at that time, it will, aecording 
to the Secretary’s report, be necessary to continue 
all the existing taxes. The surplus beyond the 
known objects acknowledged as necessary to be 
provided for, amounts to no more (speaking in 
round numbers) than $140,000—a sum certainly 
not too large to answer those contingent and un- 
foreseen demands for which all Governments, in 
establishing permanent systems of this kind, ought 
to provide. 

As the Secretary proposes the taxes of last session 
shall be appropriated to temporary purposes, it may 
be asked, why they should now be continued until 
the year 1801? ‘To this Lanswer, 1st. Because we 
have now evidence thut they will, according to 
the existiig state of things, be necessary. 2d. Be- 
cause that, unless temporary objects of necessary 
expense are provided for, there will be danger 
that the permanent xppropriations will be violat- 
ed. 3d. Because a conflict of interests, passions, 
and theories, renders it, as our experience has de- 
monstrated, extremely laborious and difficult to 
impose any tax, and, from its prolonging the ses- 
sion of the Legislature, expensive to our constitu- 
ents. And, 4th. Because, as upon another occa- 
sion, I have undertaken to show there are real 
embarrassments at the commencement and termi- 
nation of all taxes on specifie articles, which are 
overcome by their continuance, To this it may 
be added, that should it fortunately happen that we 
should not be able to lessen our expenses, we shall, 
in the sume proportion, reduce our Debt. This, I 
hope, no man will consider as an evil. 

Mr. Lyman objected to the gentleman who was 
last up, speaking as if the report before the Com- 
miltee was the peculiar property of himself and a 
pirt of the members. The report and estimates 
were made at the desire of the whole House. He 
stated a variety of objections which had been 
made to the taxes specified in the resolution, and 
to go to disvontinue them now, before their effecta 
were thoroughly known, would, in his opinion, be 
highly improper. Among other observations that 
had been used on this subject, he objected to the 
expression that voting or refusing to vote for the 
immediate continuance of these taxes, would be a 
test of character. 

Mr. Nicuoras said, that he would state what 
the question really is. For two years longer you 
have these taxes to do every thing with which 
the gentleman proposes. Where, then, is the ne- 
ceasity, where is the propriety, of continuing them 
just now? The gentlemen trom Virginia who 
are opposed to this clause, act from the most dis- 
interested motives, No country depends more 
upon importation than theirs, and yet they never 
complained of imposts. ‘They complan not of 
taxes the most burdensome to themselves. The 
reason why the refiners of sugar complain is be- 
cause they say the tax oppresses them; and the sole 
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reason why gentlemen support this opposilion is, that the plan therein submitted contemplated two 
because they are of opinion that the complaint of | objects, the redemption of the Debt by payment of 
the manufacturers is well founded. It was a ri-| six hundred thousand dollars annually, being the 
diculous inference to allege that the Virginians | sum redeemable at present, and the purchase of 
are averse to taxation. Mr. N. was informed that | the Debt when not above par—Lo effect. this, the 
the British never had imposed any tax of this | report suggested two propositions, one to appropri- 
nature on the refining of sugar. Mr. N. had no con- | ate permanently sufficient revenues for the annual 
cern with the taaes of snuff and sugar personally, | redemption; the other, to appropriate the annual 
for, of the one, he tuok very little, and of the surplusses of revenue to occasional pnrehases. 
other none at all. As to the auction tax, it never | These points, Mr. S. said, he bad fully noliced on 
had been brought to operate in Virginia, No per- |a former occasion, when he had developed the 
son qualified in consequence of the act of last | views of the select committee and explained the 
session. A great part of the speech of Mr. N. cou- | principles of their report, and had, he thought, sa- 
sisted of calculations on the present state of the | tisfactorily shown that, without the aid of the 
finances. tanes in question, it would be impossible to attain 
Mr. Gites observed, that a bystander would | eten the first object, the redemption. As this 
imagine that there was a proposal for repealing a | point was now questioned, he would repeat that 
tax. There is no such thing. Itis merely against | the existing impost and excise on distilled spirits 
the present continuance of an old one, after the j did not yield a revenue adequate to the discharge 
term for which it was voted, and of which two | of the current expenses, the inlerest of the Debt, 
years are yet unexpired. With all this warmth jand the redeemable part of the priuciple; this 
and agitation, if we vote in the affimative, we | would appear from the following concise state- 
shall not add one cent to the existing revenue of | ment: 
the Union; and, if we vote in the negative, we | 
shall not take one cent from that revenue. But 


Current expenses, as per acts of appropria- 


we, rA An p P ; tion - - - - $2,524,000 
if you once include the taxes before the Commit- Interest of Debt 2L BTYO,000 
tee in a perpetual system of taxes, you give to the Redeemable part -  - = = + 600,000 
Senate exactly the same power which you now sa P ae halle 

have of negativing an appeal, and the President also 6.224.000 
has a second negative; so that each of these two ODEA 
branches of the Legislature receives equal power | The impost was estimated at -  -  - 5,500,000 
with yourselves, for both can negative a repeal. | The S paira itita - i F - 400,000 
Mr. G. said, that to one of the taxes in the reso- we , 

lution he had an objection, though he believed it $5,900,000 
one of the least unpopular of the whole. This Deficienc - 894.000 
was the tax on carriages. He had always been 7. i 

against it. Gentlemen had spoken of call- "$6,024 000 
ing into exertion the great revenue faculties of ee 


this country. He could not imagine that a few 
petty excises were to be called the great revenue 
faculties, nor did he cver think that such taxes 
would promote the reduction of the Publie Debt. 
Some great and general effort must be made. He 
thought that the present question might have been 
contracted into a very narrow cumpass, and that 
there had been no occasion for so many diffusive 
remarks on it. 

Mr. W. Smite observed, that though the two 
principal objections to the report, when last under 
consideration, were quite opposite in their nature ; 
yet, that it was less difficult to answer them both, 
than to reconcile them with each other. The gen- 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. Sra] was opposed 
to the continuance of the new taxes, among other 
reasons, for the following: that there would be 
sufficient revenue to answer the purposes contem- 
plated by the plan without those taxes; whereas, 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mavison] was 
opposed to them, because they would produce but 
a paltry sum, totally inadequate to the great object 
of the reduction of the Debt. Leaving it to the 
gentlemen to reconcile this variance, he would en- 
deavor to satisfy the Committee that both the ob- 
jections were groundless. 

With respect to the first, a reference to the re- 
port would show the gentleman from Maryland, 


In the above, the Bank dividends are not in- 
eluded. They are computed at fifty thousand dol- 
lars per annum, and may be set off against con- 
tingencies; the avails of the Post Office will pro- 
bably be absorbed in the expenses of that Depart- 
ment. ‘Thus it is demonstrable, that, to secure 
certainty in the reduction of the Debt, as far as 
the right reserved, these new taxes, or some others, 
must be resorted to. But, admitting, for argu- 
went sake, the full force of the stalements of the 
gentleman, it would still leave the second and 
very essential object of the plan unsatisfied, name- 
ly, the purchase of the Debt. From accurate eal- 
culation, it appears that, if we begin this year the 
redemption of the Debt, and confine ourselves 
merely to the payment of the two per cent. of the 
principal, it will require nearly thirty years, be- 
fore the whole of the six per cent., including De- 
ferred Debt, will be discharged, and we shall then 
still have nearly twenty millions of three per cent., 
and fourteen millions of Foreign Debt on our 
hands. We must, therefore, place our greatest 
dependence on the purchasing up the Debt, and 
for that valuable purpose, we must have large sur- 
plusses of revenue every year, besides a stable and 
inalienable fund for the gradual redemption. In 
this mode advantage will be taken of the fluctua- 
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tions in the funds, and the Debt will be diminished 
with rapidity and on cheap terms; a double opera- 
tion will then be performed; two per cent. of the 
principal will tben be regularly and annually dis- 
charged, even though the Debt should be above par, 
and benefici dl purchases will be made whenever it 
is at or under par. 

Mr. S. said, he saw more solidity in the reason- 
ing of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mani- 
son.] when he complained that the proposed taxes 
did vot go far enough; but still the reasoning of 
the gentleman did not conclude against those tax- 
es, it only proved that there ought to be others in 
nid of them, and so anxious was Mr. S. for the 
speedy reduction of the Debt, that, whenever the 
gentleman should think proper to propose others, 
in that way in which alone they could claim con- 
sideration, be would give them his assent, unless 
they were such as were liable to insuperable ob- 
jection, and such he did not expect the gentleman 
would ever recommend. The same gentleman 
liad objected to these taxes, as being very oppress- 
ive and little productive, and therefore advised a 
recurrence to a direct tax on property, which 
would bring one or two millions of dollars into our 
coflers. ‘his mode of reasoning was similar to 
that which prevailed at the last session, when the 
urgency of our situation suggested the necessity of 
a naval armament; on that occasion it was ob- 
jected that the force was incompetent to the ob- 
ject, and yet there was no attempt by those who 
made the objection to render it competent; it wis 
objected that we ought to negotiate with the Al- 
gerines, and not irritate them by an armament; 
and yet it was then known that one negotiation 
had been tried ineffectually, and that a liberal pro- 
vision was made for another to accompany the 
armament. So, on this occasion, it is objected, 
that the proposed taxes are inadequate, but there 
is no attempt either to increase them or substi- 
tute others: a direct tax is suggested, (but not pro- 
posed,) in lieu of these, though it is well known 
that, at the last session, these were preferred toa 
land tax by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
consisting of a member from each State, of which 
the gentleman from Virginia was one; and that, 
when it was proposed in the House, there were 
not ten members who voted for it, even with the 
prospect of war before our eyes ; and though the 
proposition under debate is accompanied with this 
provision, that, whenever any other taxes of equal 
value shall be laid, these taxes shall cease. ‘The 
opposition on this subject is in all respects paral- 
Jel with that of the one alluded to in the last ses- 
sion; and, as on that occasion, the House thought 
the urgency of the case called for the adoption of 
the remedy proposed, though, perlaps, not the 
best; so, on the present occasion, Mr. S. trusted 
the House would agree to the proposed plan, un- 
Jess a better was brought forward. When the 
House had, by an unanimous vote, resolved that 
furtner provision ought to be made for the reduc- 
tion of the Debt, he little foresaw the opposition 
which the report had encountered; the Commit- 
tee had, in the discharge of their duty, paid much 
attention to the subject, and, as the result of their 
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labors, had reported the plan on the table; it was 
now several weeks since it had been printed and 
undergone discussion, and yet, after all the objec- 
tion to it, nothing had been digested by way of 
substitute, and when the session is drawing to a 
close, it is proposed to reject it altogether, and leave 
the subject where we found it. Would tho pub- 
lic be satisfied with this? Would they be recon- 
ciled by being informed that so valuable an object 
ag the reduction of the Debt—one which they have 
so much at heart—had been defeated by the means 
of half a dozen manufacturers of snuff and loaf 
sugar! Will our constituents approve of our 
throwing away valuable funds in hand, and which 
are applicable to this important object, and de- 
pending upon mere visionary speculations of taxes, 
which may never be laid, or which, if laid, will 
not be realized for years to come? Will uot the 
publie be induced to suspect that there is some- 
thing of party in this matter; and that one side 
object, because another side propose; and, how- 
ever groundless the suspicion, would not design- 
ing men give it this complexion? For his part, 
so desirous was he of securing the objeet, that any 
other plan, from whatever quarter it came, which 
would be consistent with policy, should receive 
his assent; on this occasion, more than on any 
other, he would say, “ Tros Tyriusve mihi nullo 
discrimine agetur :” even now, though so much 
time had been bestowed on this repart, he would 
consent to withdraw it, if gentlemen in the Oppo- 
sition would show him another mode equally ade- 
quate to the object; but, until they did, he felt it 
his duty to support it. 

If gentlemen are serious, said Mr. S. in their 
intention to propose n land tax, and have any hopes . 
of its passing into a law, what possible objection 
can they have to the report? Does it not, in ex- 
press terms, hold this language, that these objec- 
tionable taxes shall cease us soon as any others of 
equal value shall be substituted? If the language 
of the report is not sufficiently explicit, I am will- 
ing to make it more so, and to provide in another 
clause, which the gentlemen may word as they 
please, to this effect: 


I 


“That as soon asa direct tax on property to the 
amount of these taxes shall be laid, then they shall ipsa 


Sacto cease.” , 


Either they believe that a direct tax will pass, 
or that it will not: if they believe that it will, 
then they are certain tliat these taxes will cease ; 
if they believe that it will not, then they must be 
sensible that, withont these taxes are continued, the 
Debt cannot be paid. If it be said that itis hazard- 
ous to put it in the ee of the Senate to prevent 
the passing of a land tax, and thus repealing these 
taxes, it may be answered that, if the Senate are in- 
dispased to the reduction of the Debt, they will not 
apply these taxes to that purpose; if they are dis- 
posed to reduce it, they will adopt the most elica- 
cious means, and, as the gentlemen say, a direct 
tax will be the most efficacious, of course the 
Senate would prefer it. 

It has been said, that there ia no necessity at this 
time to determine whether thase taxes ought to 
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be continued or not, and that it ought to be left to 
the next Congress. It is somewhat strange to 
complain of the existence of the Debt, to express 
the utmost solicitude for its abolition; and yet, 
when it is proposed to take measures for that pur- 
pose, to ask why it could not as well be done next 
year? To postpone the plan for another year, 
Will certainly evince less zeal for the reduction of 
the Debt than to adopt it now; when anything ou 
ihis subject is done, it must be systematic and per- 
manent. To resolve at this session to disch: rge 
the first redeemable instalment, and leave it to fu- 
ture Legislatures to pay the second or not, and so 
on from year to year, according to the changeable 
disposition of different Houses, would very much 
postpone the ulimate redemption, and throw the 
accounts into the utmost confusion and perplexity 
at the Treasury Department, embarrass the public 
creditors, and ‘even put in jeopardy the public 
credit. 

Mr. S. here produced a table, containing state- 
ments and calculations, showing the period of 
time in which the six per cents would be redeemed 
according to the right reserved, distinguishing the 
present and deferred Debt, the amount of princi- 
pal and interest, applicable to each for each annual 
payment; the amount of each annually, after de- 
ducting the payment of the preceding year; and the 
value of the Debt every year, after the reduction 
commences, calculated on a certificate of one hun- 
dred dollars. 

From this table, Mr. S. said, it must appear that 
when once the reduction was begun, it must be 
persisted in. New books and accounts must be 
opened at the Treasury; a table of reduction must 
be kept to be resorted to, as a standard by which 
to graduate the annual diminution of each certifi- 
cate, and the consequent reduction of interest on 
it; if the system be permanent, there will be no 
great difficulty ufter the business is organized at 
the Treasury, but, if it be fluctuating, every year 
will require new books, new calculations, and the 
Jabors of innumerable clerks to adjust the accounts 
to the change; and this would not be the only 
difficulty, for, as new certificates will not be issued 
after every payment, and probably there will not 
be even an endorsement on the old certificate of 
the payment made, nothing but certainty of the an- 
nual payment can protect purchasers from endless 
frauds: the certificates in foreign parts would cre- 
ate the greatest perplexity, if the payment of the 
two per cent, were not as certain as that of the 
interest, Mr. S. said, he had consulted the prin- 
cipal officers of the ‘Treasury on this point, and 
they were decidedly in sentinent with him that it 
would be better not to commence the reduction 
until we were certain we could persevere in ‘it, 
He therefore pressed these considerations to con- 
vinee gentlemen, that if we mean now to enter on 
the subject, we must not only make a systematic 
and durable arrangement, but we must pledge for 
the purpose certain and adequate funds, not liable 
to be withdrawn, but by the substitution of others 
of equal productiveness. It was further to be re- 
marked, that, by snffering a year to elapse with- 
‘out availing ourselves of the right to redeem, we 


lost a year eflectually, for we could not carry the 
payment of that year to the credit of the next, the 
right reserved being only to pay two per cent, in 
each year. Mr, S. flattered himself that these ex- 
planutions would be a satisfactory reply to those 
gentlemen who had asked what oceasion there was 
for doing anything more this session, than simply 
appropriating six hundred thonsand dollars for the 
first instalment, He had sought for every informa. 
tion on this subject, and he was convinced that the 
mere appropriation of that sam, wilhout completing 
the system, would be attended with more injury 
than benefit. 

The question whieh had been raised by the 
gentleman from Virginia, namely: whether we 
should enlarge the system of excises or apply te di- 
reet taxation. was unneeessarily raised on this ogen- 
sion, and could have no ether effect than to mislead 
the Committee from the true point. 

The plan reported, and the statements from the 
Treasury, preved that the existing revenues were 
sufficient to discharge the redeemable part of tne 
Debr, to pay all the current expenses, and to leave 
some surplus, which might be applicable to pur- 
chases of the Debt. Jf, after the system reported 
shall be adopted, it shall be thought that the sur- 
plus for purehases will be too small, then will be 
the proper time to propose new revennes iu order 
to augment that resource, and then wilt the ques- 
lion of the gentleman from Virginia be regular; 
then let it be determined whether a complete sys- 
tem of excises or a land tax shall be the fand for 
further purchases of the Debt. lt must be obvious 
that, to Jead the Committee inte that inquiry at 
present would be only to bewilder them in a maze 
of inexhaustible debate; it would be pursuing an 
ignis fatuus which would seduce us from the sub- 
ject before us, never to resume it this session; it 
would be losing the substance to grasp at a shadow. 
` The unproductiveness of these taxes has been 
assigned as a reason for their discontinuance, at 
the same time that they are complained of as bur- 
densome. ‘They were expected to yield near four 
hundred thousand dollars, which was as much as 
the excise on distilled spirits, and no contemptible 
sum; it would pay two-thirds of each instalment, 
and was a growing revenue: it was, however, ob- 
servable, that, though the motion struck at the 
whole of the taxes, all the artillery of Opposition 
was pointed only at the snuff and sugar taxes, and, 
indeed, latterly, the objections to the former had 
diminished, and the sugar-bakers seemed to be 
the principal favorites with the Committee; as to 
the persons affected by the others, they had not 
been even se much as mentioned in the debate. 
Was it right to destroy all these revenues, merely 
because the sugar tax was improper? Mr. S. had 
never expected thot the snuff and sugar taxes 
would have been selected by the opponents of the 
report, for really they appeared to him the least 
exceptionable of the whole; he never could be- 
lieve that the articles of snuff and sugar ought to 
be exempt from taxation, while coffee, bohea tea, 
and salt, were not. He never could consent to 
pay a bounty of ninety thousand dollars a year to 
the manufacturers of snuff and sugar. To prove 
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that the remission of these taxes operated as a! it will fall on the maker or on the consumer. The 


bounty, Mr. S. stated that the protecting duties 
which had been laid by Congress on the foreign 
articles being so high as to amount to a prohibi- 
tion, the articles, of course, were not imported; by 
continuing the protecting duties, the impost on 
those articles, which would amount to ninety thou- 
sand dollars, was thus lost to the United States, 
and would be a bounty to the manufacturers, 1f the 
revenue were not obtained by excise. Suppose 
Congress were to take off the protecting duties on 
loaf sugar, and leave the manufacturers to the 
foreign competition, could they justly complain? 
Might it not be said, the protecting dutics have 
been laid long enough to encourage the manufac- 
ture, and to bring it to maturity? You have 
not only the monopoly of the home supply, but 
your sugar is become an article of exportation; 
since you are unwilling that the West Indies should 
derive a revenue from it through you, they must 
get it by an impost. Another objection has been 
made against the continuance of these taxes; they 
are said to be temporary, and ought, therefore, to 
be applied to temporary objects, such as the Mili- 
tary Establishment, and the permanent object of 
the reduction of the Debt. It was rather a strange 
objection to argue from a peculiar quality of the 
object under consideration, when the whole ques- 
tion and essence of the controversy, was, in fact, 
whether the object should possess that quality ? 
Whether certain revenues should be temporary or 
permanent, depended on Legislative will, and 
when the proposition was to make cerlain tempo 
rary {axes permanent, it was no answer to say that 
they are now temporary, It should be shown that 
these taxes are temporary in their nature and qua- 
lity. The duty on coffee, bohea tea, and salt, are 
permanent, Is there less permanence in the na- 
ture of a duty on refined sugar and snuff? The 
former are consumed by the poorer classes of soci- 
cty; the latter, by the wealthier. Is that a reason 
why the former should be permanent, and the lat- 
ter temporary? But, if there did exist any differ- 
ence in the nature of these revenues, the argu- 
ment was the other way; for these duties being 
internal, were in general less liable to be affected by 
wars than the impost, and were, consequently, of a 
more permanent nature than the impost, and there- 
fore more suitable for the purpose to which they 
are designed. Besides, the Very substitute recom- 
mended for the additional impost of last session, is 
a temporary revenue, 

There remained one further objection to an- 
swer. It was asked, why we did not extend ex- 
cises to nails, shocs, paper, and many other arti- 
cles manufactured in the United States, of which 
the manufacturers have as much the monopoly of 
supply, as of snuff and sugar? Several answers 
occurred to this objection. In the first place, the 
fact is not admitted that these have the monopoly 
of supply ; again, it does not follow, that because 
one article is to be excised, all are. In laying tax- 
es, many things are to be taken into consideration, 
the nature of the commodity, whether it can bear a 
tax, whether a necessary or a luxury, the mode of 
collection, its cheapness, and simplicity; whether 


articles of snuff and sugar possess every essential of 
a good tax: to show that, because they can bear a 
tax, the other articles can also, the gentlemen 
should show that the other articles possess the 
same qualities. 

Mr. S. said, he believed he had answered every 
objection to the snuff and sugar taxes, and conse- 
quently every objection to the principal part of 
the report; for it would be observed, that gentle- 
men in the Opposition had made the whole merit 
and existence of the report hinge upon those two 
articles. The question was, therefore, now on the 
very existence of the plan; for, if the present mo- 
tion should obtain, he saw an end to all their labor 
for this session. However he might regret its 
failure, and the further postponement of so inter- 
esting a subject, he should endeavor to console 
himself with the reflection, that he had, early in 
the session, brought the subject forward; that he 
bestowed considerable attention on it, and had used 
all his endeavors to accomplish at this time a plan, 
which, if adopted, he was certain would effectu- 
ate the discharge of the National Debt in a very 
short period. If the conduct of members on this 
occasion is to be exhibited to the public as a cri- 
terion of their sincerity in wishing the speedy dis- 
charge of the Debt, he was desirous that the pub- 
lic should know the part he had acted, and he was 
confident that, when a comparison should be drawn 
between those on the one side, who had early and 
zealously brought forward and defended a plan 
for the reduction of the Debt, and at the same 
time shown a willingness to accede to any other 
equally efficient ; and those on the other who had 
combated this plan with no small perseverance, 
merely on account of their dislike to one or two 
articles of taxation, without offering anything as 
a substitute, (except holding out the idea of a 
remote and almost impracticable cxpedicnt,) his 
conduct would safely undergo the strictest scru- 
tiny, 

Mr. GitBerT rose.—By this time several mem- 
bers were ready to go away, and the question hav- 
ing been repeatedly called for, the gentleman was 
going on, when 

Mr. Nicnonas observed, that he was entitled to be 
heard, as he had got up before a motion that was 
just made for adjournment. 

Mr. B. Bourne observed on the impossibility of 
the gentleman beiug heard, when the House were 
just going. 

Mr. Sepowick noticed that he should have the 
freedom of the floor to-morrow. 

Mr. GILBERT said, that he did not wish to tire the 
Committee. 

The Committee then rose, and the House imme- 
diately adjourned. 


Fapay, February 6. 

An engrossed bill for the erection of a light- 
house, near the entrance of Georgetown harbor, in 
the State of South Carolina, was read the third time 
and passed. 

Mr. Firzsraons, from the committee appointed 
to inquire into the establishinent of clerks in the 
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several Departments, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. 

Mr. Frrzsimons, from the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of William Gardner, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to be 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House on 
Monday next. 


TIE PUBLIC DEBT. 


The House then went into a Committee on the 
unfinished business of yesterday; the amendment 
of Mr. S. Smita was before them for striking out 
the second resolution in the report of the select 
committee on the means of reducing the National 
Debt; Mr. Cons in the Chair. 

Mr. Tracy said, that when he was up before on 
this question, he had stated that some of the sugar- 
bakers in New York were not, in their own opin- 
ions, oppressed by the excise on loaf sugar, and 
that the raw material bad been cheaper there than 
usual; this had in part been contradieted by a 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. S. Sstrrs,] who 
had said that the low price alluded to was by an ac- 
cidental and single purchase. Mr. T. said, he was 
now furnished with ample documents to show 
that the raw material in New York had been at 
least ten per cent. cheaper for a number of months 
back than usual, which enabled the refiners to sell 
loaf sugar at the same price which they did bc- 


Pennsylvania sat last Summer in that most criti- 
cal period, they petitioned the Legislature to in- 
terfere officially, and, if possible, induce Congress 
to repeal the excise Jaw. This was done in such 
terms, and by some persons at least, from whom 
we had a right to expect support to the laws, thaé 
it could not fail powerfully to attract the attention 
of every person who regarded the peace and hap- 
piness of his country. And yet a sense of the im- 
propricty of this conduct seems not to have found 
its way to the minds of the manufacturers in this 
city, excepting Peter and Henry Mierken, who, 
Mr. T. said, formed a very honorable exception ; 
but the exception was a solitary one. They pub- 
licly declared against the propriety of such a step. 
Now the manufacturers tell us that they must 
pay the whole excise themselves, and its opera- 
tions are ruinous to them. And they add, loaf 
sugar is at the same price now that it was before 
the excise was laid, and that the excise prevents 
the consumption. It was a well known fact, Mr. 
T. said, that large purchases were made antecc- 
dent to the excise law taking place; perhaps the 
grocers did it on purpose to avoid paying the ex- 
cise. This might be one reason why the price was 
not increased ; another was, the diminished price 
of raw sugars. It was the case when the excise 
was laid on spirits. An over-purchase kept the 
price where it had been for some time after the 
law took effect; but very soon the excise and a 


fore, and yet collect the excise from the consumer. | profit on it was added ; so it would be in this case. 


He had asked, when up before, if the manufac- 
turers complained anywhere but in Philadelphia. 
He now was ready to assert, that they did not 
complain, excepting in Philadelphia and Balti- 
more, The principal ground of complaint, con- 
tained in the petition now before the Committee, 
from the refincrs in Baltimore, was, that they had 
not the advantage of specdy sale as those had 
who lived in larger towns. ‘This, Mr. T. said, 
could not apply to the manufacturers in Philadel- 
phia. And as the chief complaint before the Com- 
mittee was from the city of Philadelphia, which 
was quoted by those in favor of the motion for 
striking out the resolution, he wished to be in- 
dulged in a few remarks upon the weight, which, 
in his opinion, the complaints of the Philadelphia 
refiners ought to have. It was said by a gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Nicuoas,] that the 
manufacturers in this city declared they paid the 
excise themselves and could not collect it from 
the purchaser; and that we ought to believe them. 
To this he answered, that the respectability of the 
sugar-bakers in Philadelphia was unquestionable, 
yet, before their opinions and declarations ought 
to influence the Committee, he thought a fair ex- 
amination of their opinions and conduct, and a 
comparison of them with the opinions and con- 
duct of the sugar-bakers of New York, &., ought 
to be had. Upon the first idea, in Congress, of lay- 
ing an excise on loaf sugar, &c., the manufac- 
turers in this city had been constantly opposing 
the motions of Government. This opposition had 
been kept up until the law had passed through all 
its stages; and, as if they meant to move Heaven 
and earth against it, when the Legislature of 


Mr. T. said, that the consumption of loaf sugar was 
not lessened by the excise, he had authority to 
say, from all the information he had from the 
grocers in this city, in New York, and elsewhere; 
and if the manufacturers of this city were accu- 
rate, in saying that they paid the excise them- 
selves, he asked how it could possibly lessen the 
consumption? And he said he believed be was 
stating with accuracy, when he said that one 
sugar-baker at least, in this city, actually did, or 
at least proposed to make out bills to his pur- 
chasers, in three columns, one containing the price 
of the sugar, the next the excise, and the third 
the whole amount, but this he did not know that 
he could prove. If this were true, he asked who 
paid the excise, and why should such a thing be 
done, but to stir up uneasiness in purchasers, that 
the burden was thrown on them? Now the ery 
is, the purchaser or consumer did not pay the duty ; 
but it fell on the poor depressed manufacturer, 
Mr. T. agreed that it would be no more just, 
wantonly, to take moncy from a rich man than a 
poor one, but humanity called with more force in 
favor of the latter. How was it in this case? Were 
the manufacturers in this city poor and depressed ? 
He said he remembered a petition of these very 
manufacturers, but lately read in Congress, in 
which they say that they will immediately pay 
their proportion of the Public Debt, if we will let 
them know the sum; yet they cannot pay a small 
excise without utter ruin! They deny their ability 
or will to pay, even in the first instance, a small 
excise, and yet wish to pay down their proportion 
ofZeighty or ninety millions of dollars, and from 
every appearance this proportion must be made 
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out on very ample fortunes; so that the sum which ! evince a confidence in the virtue of the next Con- 
they offer to pay down must be large. We have | gress, or future Congresses; and that all who voted 
been told in this House of a dangerous moncyed | against striking out, would evince a distrust of 
influence, of paper noblemen, and purse-proud | the virtue, &c. This declaration Mr. T. thought 
aristocrats; but what is this conduct the result of? | not so well founded, and not so candid, as the de- 
Not of poverty, to say no more of it. Mr. T. was | clarations of the gentleman generally were. He 
not confident, but he was tolerably certain, that | asked, if it was a greater evidence of distrust in 
the dry goods merchants of this city remonstrated | the virtue of future Legislatures, to suppose they 
against the impost when it was first established ; | will not repeal a bad act, when found ao by expe- 
the manufacturers are now complaining of the ex- | riment, than any thing which ean be derived from 
cise. Is there any thing peculiar in Pennsylvania | prolonging an act, for the purpose of giving it a 
that the laws of this Government can never go | fair chance to be tried by experience; and would 
down quietly with its inhabitants? Ie was will- | it not carry an impeachment on the wisdom of 
ing to appreciate the State, and the manufac- | this branch of the Legislature, to leave an act in 
turers, and think very highly of them; but he was | a situation which will never give it a fair experi- 
as willing to think well of the mauufacturers in | ment? Mr. T. thought the arguments made use 
New York and elsewhere, and to give as much È by the gentleman from Mussachusetts, (Mr. 
credit to their statements. He declared, if he were | LyMAN,] could not apply; he had argued entirely 
convinced the tax would eventually fall on the | on the ground that our manufactures should not. 
manufacturer and not on the consumer, he would | be taxed at all. If so, why not repeal the whole ? 
vote for striking out the resolve; but he said it | The question now is, shall we prolong these taxes 
could not be determined yet, by experiment, which | a sufficient length of time to discover, by experi- 
was the only proper test of u tax. He declared | ment, whether the exciso will injure the manu- 
ho thought that even the manufacturers them- | facturer, or shall we not? Tf, by fair experimeut, 
selves could not tell unless the taxes were kept | the oxcise is found to injuro the manufactures, no 
in being for a longer time that two ycars. le | man can wish a further continuance ; but at least 
believed to continue the excises luid last session | give time enough for that experiment, As to the 
of Congress until 1801, would give us the expe- | argument, that all taxes ought to be annual or 
rimentul test much better than to try it only for | biennial, Mr. T. snid, no wan could soberly think 
so short a time, and that he was opposed to the | that such uncertainty in the mode and duration 
limitation when the taxes were first laid; but the | of taxes could be eligible. Tet the people know 
limitation was moved by a gentleman who had | that a mode of taxation is to be permanent, or at 
opposed the excises in every step; and Mr. T. un- | lenst sufficiently so, to determing its merit by ex- 
derstood that an accommodation was to tuke place | periment, and they will know how to mert the ex- 
in consequence of tho limitation, but after the | uction, and will systemize it; but keep your modo 
limitation was added, not a man voted for the |of taxation in uncertointy and fluctuation, and 
bills who had, before thut addition, opposed them. | your taxes will be truly oppressive, which no man 
He very much regretted, then, that tbe limitation | can wish, unless the new-fangled principle, that, 
was admitted at all; and should have dpposed it, | to preserve tho liberties of the people, you ought 
but from a misunderstanding of the word accom- | to make them feel most sensibly the inconve- 
modation. He had taken it in its ordinary sense, | nience of paying taxes, should become general; 
but he found it was used in an appropriate and | which is in fact saying, it is best for tho purpose 
technical sense, that is, “if you will adopt my sen- | of securing liberty, peace, and happiness to man- 
timents exactly, I will be so accommodating as | kind, for the Legislature so to contrive their mode 
never to adopt yours in return.” le had been said | as to effectually prevent the contrary, and enforce 
that this attempt to collect revenue by excises was | an involantary payment, and that at a time and 
the first. The gentleman who said this must have |in a manner the best evleulated to destroy the 
forgotten the excise on spirits, which was of much | peace and interrupt the happiness of the person 
more ancient date. A gentleman from Virginia | paying. _ This he thought a fair result of the doc- 
(Mr. Nicwo.as] had said that no opposition was | trine which had been mentioned in the Commit- 
made to impost. Mr. T. was confident the gon- | tee, “ that direct taxes were preferable to indireot, 
tleman had not stated with his usual accurucy. | for the purpose of preserving liberty.” Mr. t. 
There certainly were murmurs against the im- | said, ho should have no great objection to, strike 
post, and, possibly, at the first operation of all taxes, | out the carriage tax, not that he disliked it; but 
they more or leas affect the people unequally; but | many persons thought it unconstitutional. Ile 
if you will give them time cnough to work their | had no doubt on that ground, and believed it 
own level, they will become equal, and will sys- | would be determined by the Federal Court to be 
tematize in such a manuer that the consumer will | Constitutional; if eo, it was agreed on all handa 
forever pay. A gentleman from Virginia [Mr. | to bea good tax. The resolve must be amended, 
Gifs] had complained of some opinions which | if it was not struck out; but he conceived, by the 
had been given in the Committee, that a vote on | rules of the House, if the whole resolution was 
this subject would be a political test, and by each | struck out, that not one of the taxes could be 
man's vote, his wishes, honestly to pay off the | brought forward for a continuance, or, in other 
words, it would not be in order to move a repeal 
of the limitation. If he was right in this idea, he 
hoped no person would vote to strike out the reso- 


Public Debr, or not, would be discovered. ‘The 
same gentleman had ‘soon after declared, that all 
persons who voted to strike out the resolve, would 
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lution, as he was confident it might be amended, 
so as to meet the minds of a majority. 

Mr. MONTCOMERY.—I am so seriously disposed 
in favor of the reduction of the Debt, that J rise, 
at this time, more to give my reasons for the vote 
I intend to give, than that I believe my arguments 
will be so clear or convincing, as that I shall have 
much influence on the opinions of this Commit 
tee. 

There has been, in the course of investiga 
tion, much said on the one hand to show the suf 
ficiency of the existing revenues for ihe purpose 
expressed in the resolution; and as much on the 
other, proving that, without the continuation of 
the taxes or duties in question, it would be decep- 
tive and very fallucious to attempt the object in 
view. Without going into the minutes of calcu- 
lation on the one side or the other—nor, indeed, 
do I believe it is very important as to the deter- 
mination of my mind which of the calculations 
are (he most just—it is sufficient for me to observe 
that the resolution in question, taken in conjunc- 
tion with a subsequent one, appropriates the | 
whole of the taxes in question, together with the | 
surplus of revenue which may hereafter exist, 
after satisfying all legal appropriations, to the posi- 
tive discharge in the first place of the redeemable 
Debt; and in the next place, to the increase of 
the Sinking Fund for the purpose of purchasing | 
the residue. Now, it is impossible for me to doubt, 
but that the Legislature will, at every future pe- | 
riod, upon having once established a plan for the 
reduction of the Debt, abide by the same, till the 
oe is accomplished; and all the revenues, once 
solemnly pledged for this purpose, will be faith- 
fully applied. If there is no reason to doubt of 
this, it is very unimportant whether there is a 
greater or lesser surplus yearly, provided only ; 
that there should not be so little as to derange the 
proposed plan; and that does not scem to be feared 
by either side; and the greater the yearly surplus, 
so much the more will the final redemption be | 
accelerated. As to the idea that we may appro- 
priate as much of the present revenues as may be 
necessary for the purpose of the redemption of the 
six per cent. stock, as is direeted by law, and at 
the cnd of two years, if these taxes prove them- 
selves good ones, the House will then, no doubt, 
continue them; and it is a kind of charge on the 
virtue of that House to suppose they will not. 
But, in answer to this, the reduction of the Na-; 
tional Debt is a great object, and if ever it is 
accomplished, it must be the result of a plan. 
Now the argument for beginning this work with- 
out a plan contemplating a permanent revenue, 
would be just as strong two years hence that we 
should go on so, as it is now, that we should be- 
gin without it; and so on, from one period of two | 

rears to another, till the whole was completed. | 
Would any man, or set of men, in their senses, 
undertake such a mighty task? If such could be 
found, they would, I believe, be certainly defeated, 
and the object would never be accomplished ; 
therefore, as I am in earnest about the redemp- 
tion, I am for a plan the best and most stable that 
the nature of the case will admit. And I cannot 


hesitate in approving, for the present, of the one 
proposed, as it is provided in the resolution, that 
if other taxes are substituted, the present may at 
any time be abolished. This I think should satisfy 
gentlemen who wish to substitute other and di- 
rect taxes in the room of those. But I really be- 
lieve the mode of collecting money from the peo- 
ple by impost duties and excises, provided they 
are well regulated, are preferable to any direct 
tax, and the people pay them with greater facility. 
To illustrate this faet, only suppose that the whole 
amount of our present revenue was laid on real 
property, or by direct tax, would it be possible that 
the people could long bear up under such an enor- 
mous burden? Treally believe not. Whereas, they 
now pay it almost insensibly ; and I really believe 
it in a great measure brings its own ability to pay, 
by stimulating every part of the community to 
industry and exertion. I would just observe, an 
idea not so well expressed, which I have touched 
on before, viz. : that, in the first place, positive pro- 
vision is hereby proposed to be made for the re- 
demption, yearly, of so much as the law admits, 
exclusive and previous to any other appropriations 
which may have any claim on this fund. 

Again, as to the necessity of experience with 
respect to these taxes: If we mean seriously to 
undertake the redemption of the Debt, what ex- 
perience do we wish to obtain? Two years will 
furnish little, and that not so fair an experiment as 
a longer trial on an estublished plan; and if we 
should not like this very well at the end of two 
years, what then? ‘Try another. Would not that 
also need two years for an experiment? And so 
on, till our whole plan would tumbte into ruin, and 
as a nation we should suffer disgrace. For the fact 
is, having begun, we must not look back; and this 
or some other tax must be continued till the whole 
Debt is extinguished; and I really believe, if we 
adhere to the present plan, the system will, in time, 
reconcile itself to the people, and our Debt will be 
paid in a manner by which vone will be dis- 
tressed, and within a time that many of us may 
reasonably hope to be the living witnesses of. 

Thus have I given the rcason which shall govern 
my votes on this occasion as concisely as it is 
in my power; and I believe L should not cven now 
have trespassed so long on the patience of the 
Committee, only I am most sincerely and ardently 
disposed to promote, by every mite of mine, the 
object proposed; and the more especially so as I 
believe it will be the last Congress in which I 
shall ever have the opportunity of giving my sen- 
timents on the question. I submit them to the 
Committee; they will give them the weight which 
they merit and no more. 

Mr. S. Surru.—I agree with the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. W. Sutvu,] that the sub- 
ject before you is of no great inipurtance—no less 
than the continuing of a system by which you are 
to establish excises on the growing manufactures 
of the Union. Iiis not the two cents per pound 
on sugar, nor theeight cents on snuff, but the prin- 
ciple we combat. We are told those are luxuries. 
The same insidions policy ‘was pursued by Great 
Britain. It was not the trifling duty on tea, (& 
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luxury,) but the principle of taxation that united 
America successfully to oppose her. 

The same gentleman has said, why should not 
refined sugar pay duty, when salt, coffee, &c., 
pay? This kind of argument is seldom used by 
that gentleman; it is merely ad eaptundum vul- 
gur, for he well knows that every pound of re- 
tined sugar that is consumed has already paid a 
duty of at least three cents per pound on the raw 
material. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Sepc- 
wick] has said, that we must either continue those 
taxes or Jay a direct tax. This argument is meant 
mercly to deceive, for he cannot believe the conti- 
nuing those taxes necessary to the object in ques- 
tion. He must know that the revenues independ- 
ent of those taxes are fully adequate. Nay, sir, so 
certain am I on this subject, that I would vote 
against any motion for a land tax; it being in my 
opinion wholly unnecessary. 

The gentleman says, that the mistakes in all 
the statements made by the members of this 
Iluuse have been palpable, and that he will rest 
his confidence implicitly on the Report of the late 
Secretary. We are not accountable for the mis- 
takes of others. They were indeed palpable. The 
Secretary has proved some of ours. I stated the 
revenue which would arise from additional duties 
at $750,000. ‘The Secretary says that they will 
be $769,000, but he deducts therefrom ten per cent. 
for drawbacks and expenses. There he is wrong. 
The drawbacks, &c., in 1792, (the year he calcu- 
lates on,) were but six per cent. And the addi- 
tional duties being principally on dry goods, of 
which a trifle is exported, he ought not to have 
charged more than two per cent. for drawbacks 
and expenses, which would have confirmed my 
statement of $750,000. Having observed this mis- 
take, Iwas led to examine more minutely, and T 
thought L could discover other errors. For in- 
stance, in the result marked F, for 1793, the draw- 
back is estimated at $1,500,000, when already 
there had been charged thereon $279,000, This 
is $500,000 more than heretofore calculated on, 
and that much more than will probably arise on 
that year. ‘The Civil List is charged with $117,000 
more than any year has actually cost; the Mili- 
tary at $99,000 more than it cost in 1793, and 
no person can suppose that our Military expenses 
will increase. Nay, some contemplate a reduc- 


on. . 

My habits have been to examine, and I am cer- 
tain that the late Secretary (for whose abilitics as 
well ag personal character I have the greatest re- 
spect) will pardon my having pointed out what T 
conceive to be errors, Those sums, together with 
$5,000 over-charged for drawbacks on adiditional 
duties, will make $781,000. Deduct therefrom 
$380,000 supposed to be raised by the new duties, 
and there wül remain $401,000 for contingencies, 
and for purchase of the Debt. I have not tiken 
into calculation the surplus made by the Secre- 
tary of $142,000, in his result F, because T do be- 
lieve that nearly the whole of that will be lost in 
the estimate of $£00,0U0 expected from the ex- 
cise on domestic distilled spirits. My calculation 


makes that item (which has always been estimated 
at $400,000) to yield less than $300,000 to the 
Treasury. 

I shall not pretend to follow the gentleman from 
Connecticut through that vein of ridicule that 
he has thrown on the memorialists. They are cit- 
izens, had a right to petition, and deserve to be 
treated with decency—-they neither want his pity 
nor that of the Tlouse—they ask a redress of griev- 
ances. le has said we want experience on those 
laws, but we may test them by the existing excise. 
It was by it I meant to test the new excises, but 
the report demanded thereon has not yet been 
made, and I must risk my calculation, which I 
firmly believe in myself. 

In 1792, the nett amount of duties of excise paid to 
the Treasury, all expenses of collectiun deducted 


was - - - - - $388,209 
Deduct drawbacks paid by the 
Collectors of Customs on ex- 
portation - >» $186,428 
With $75 for molasses - 27,285 
= 109,143 
$274,066 


Leaving an actual nett rovenue of $274,066 for 
the year 1792. 

The returns for 1793 are not complete, but add 
to those made, alike sum for each of tho States 
that have returned their accounts to those for 
1792, and you will find that you lose between the 
years 1792 and 1793, nearly one hundred thousand 
dollars—a prodigious decrease for one year. Should 
that excise continue thus to decrease, you must 
find funds to pay the officers from some other rev- 
enue, 

In the vear 1792, the spirit from molasses pro- 
duced $174,152; from grain and fruit, $72,170. 
To collect that from molasses requires not more 
than twenty persons. ‘To collect the residue, 
about two hundred and thirty officers. Supposing 
other States have officers equal to the number ia 
Maryland, whero twenty-five are employed to col- 
lect a nett revenue of $15,691. Why, sir, if the 
whole was divided among the officers, it would not 
be too much for their services. Thus have you, 
at least, two hundred and thirty officers spread over 
the whole face of America, to pay the immense 
sun of seventy-two thousand dollars por annum 
to the Treasury, ‘The State of Virginia paid of 
nett revenus, in 1792, from the excise, $15,186; 
the cost of collection is charged at $5,258 —so that 
twenty shillings collected from the people pays 
but filteen shillings to the Treasury, and yet the 
officers are not half paid. Those of Maryland must 
resign, unless their pay is inercased, for, on an 
average, they receive but about seventy-five dol- 
lars per annum, I agree with the gentleman that 
the people pay taxes by excise more pleasantly 
than by direct taxation. But, sir, I believe the 
temper of our people is not prepared for a general 
excise system; that excises cannot be collected 
without an host of officers, who, being paid as 
they ought to be, would swallow up the revenue, 
Whence arises this decrease? From the gradual 
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corruption of the morals of the people, occasioned 
by the excise system. 

One other observation : I do not think with those 
who would throw three millions of dollars into mar- 
ket annually for the purchase of the Debt. If you 
do, you will raise the price so that your three mil- 
lions would not purchase more than two millions 
four hundred thousand dollars. ! 

A sum of from five hundred thousand to one! 
million annually, will not affect the market so ma- | 
terially, and will, perhaps, be purchased nearly at | 
l 


par; and that sum will be paid from your exist- 
ing revenues without the aid of the taxes in ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Fixptey observed, that the real ground of 
controversy was within such narrow limits, that, 
if foreign matter had not heen introduced, he had 
not designed to detain the Committee with his 
observations. The question was only, whether those 
revenue laws which were, by their own limitation, 
to continue for two years longer, should now be 
extended to six years, 

After the wide ficld of argument that had heen 
taken, he wished to call the attention of the Com- 
mittee back to the single ground of controversy ; 
he thought the best way to do this, was to state a 
concise narrative of the progress of excises under 
this Government. 

In the year 1790, a law was enacted for levying 
an excise on distilled spirits and stills. At ‘that 
time we had very little practical knowledge of ex- 
cises ; in most States they were only known by the 
odium of the name; in some others they were only 
known by being defeated. In the Spring of 1791, 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury was directed to re- 
port carly to the next session the progress of the 
excise law; the next session passed without this 
information being given: the direction was re- 
newed, and a day named on which the report 
should be made. ‘his produced the report of the 
first day of January in the last scssion, which 
proved that tho excise law was very partially exe- 
cuted, notwithstanding the amendments which had 
been made to that law, and the suggestions that it 
was in full operation. From this report it was evi- 
dent that the revenue fell much below the estima- 
ted amount, notwithstanding that the expense of 
collection was increased almost every session, and 
that, in some districts, the revenue did not pay 
that expense, 

While such a view of this excise was before the 
House, the present revenue Loans were introduced, 
and supported by arguments drawn from theory 
or the experience of countries otherwise circum- 
stanced than we were. Being opposed by a pret- 
ty large minority, and the estimates of their pro- 
duce not being supported by any sufficient data, a 
limitation of their duration was agreed to unani- 
mously, 

One gentleman, indeed, [Mr. Tracy,] says that 
he, at that time, disapproved of the limitation, 
though he voted for it; and, from this circum- 
stance, he justifies his right of voting against it 
now. This manner of arguing affords a much 
stronger proof of that gentleman’s ingenuity than 
of his candor. He complains that voting for the 


limitation procured no votes in favor of these laws. 
This, at least, proves that the limitation was the 
only thing in which the House was unanimous, 
and, consequently, that this being the most respect- 
able part of those laws, ought to be held most sa- 
ered. 

The same gentleman,in his last discourse, thought 
proper to select Pennsylvania as the peculiar ob- 
ject of lis censure, and to make severe animad- 
versions on the conduct of her merchants and 
manufacturers, Had he confined his censure to 
the part of this State, wherc a criminal opposi- 
tion to the excise Jaw actually happened, and had 
this been a Court of Censors, authorized to make 
a scrutiny into the chatacter of particular Slates, 
and hold them up to public contempt, perhaps T 
might have acknowledged the justice of his stric- 
tures with respect to some of iny immediate con- 
stituents; but would still have eloried in being a 
citizen of Pennsylvania. Nor do I think myself 
dishonored by the unfortunate misconduct of some 
nearer where T reside. When a comparative seru- 
tiny is made of the character of the merchants 
and manufacturers of other commercial and ima- 
nufacturing States, I am confident, with the excep- 
tions I mentioned, that Pennsylvania will not 
shrink from the trial, nor blush at the result ; but 
as this House is no Council of Censors nor Court 
of Judicature, every thing of this kind is disurder- 
ly and impolitic, 

Mr. F. observed, that a gentleman, yesterday, 
{Mr. Sevawrck,] had done him the honor to make 
some remarks on what he bad formerly said on 
this subject, respecting the faith of the Govern- 
ment. He supposed he had not then expressed 
himself with sufficient accuracy, but would now 
explain his meaning. le did not mean that the 
faith of Government was so pledged as that it 
must be suffered to expire at the time to which it 
stands limited, or, that it could not be extended 
with propricty, as soon as experience of the re- 
venue it would produce, and its effects on the ma- 
nufacturers, would justify the mcasure. He only 
contended, that a Imitation thus unanimously 
agreed to, should not be extended until we were 
possessed of the practical information intended to 
be obtained. He said, this was reasonably expect- 
ed by those who doubted of the propriety of the 
law, and by the manufacturers who were affected 
by it; and no man had pretended to say that this 
information was yet obtained. 

He said that the manufacturers were so confi- 
dent in this expectation, that though, through the 
impropriety of the law, some of the manufactu- 
rers had their business totally stopped ; they had 
made no complaint, until we obliged them to come 
forward by attempting to extend the limitation, 
and by construing their silence into approbation, 
He said he had the honor to be one of a commit. 
tee of seven, to examine and report on the memo- 
rials of the manufacturers. It appeared to that 
committee, on the most exact scrutiny, that the 
manufacturers could not hitherto add the tax to 
the price, and that the revenues fell much below 
the estimate; but the laws having been but a few 
months in operation, they thought it possible, that 
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these circumstances might be owing to temporary 
and incidental causes, and therefore, though they 
voted against the repeal of these laws, yet they 
reported, with only one dissenting voice, against 
extending the limitation. 

The importance of rendering the revenue per- 
manent on which the discharge of the Public Debt 
is to depend, affords the only good argument that 
has been offered for extending the limitation, and 
this circumstance has considerable weight; but, 
as it is not proposed to lessen the revenue, it will 
still be in the power of Congress to extend those 
revenues, and add others of the same kind, if ex- 
perience justifies the measure, and if those taxes 
are judged improper, there are other resources. 
However, it is not necessary to appropriate this 
revenue to the discharge of the Debt; much more 
revenue than these sources will produce are neces- 
sary for the support of the Army and other tem- 
porary purposes. 

The gentlemen in support of the measure, with 
great confidence, assert the decision of this mea- 
sure to be a criterion of a disposition to discharge 
the Public Debt; but this assertion is neither can- 
did nor well founded. ‘The amount of revenue is 
too small, and the principle too exceptionable, to 
be made such a test. If it is a test of anything, it 
is of the jealousy we entertain of the future Legis- 
lature. Such a jealousy, though pretty evident, 
he thought, was unfounded. Le believed that 
those who came alter us, would possess as much 
virtue and discernment as we did, and would be as 
much interested in providing for an honest dis- 
charge of the Debt. 

We have been frequently called on to bring for- 
ward direct taxes or other substitutes, and were 
charged with voting against direct taxes last ses- 
sion. ‘There is no need for other taxes until the 
limitation is nearer its expiration; nor ought this 
to be called for unless we were proposing a repeal 
of some of the existing taxes, as they are fully suf- 
ficient. for the object proposed. 

Mr. F. said that, as direct taxes had been often 
mentioned in such a manner as to suggest a sus- 
picion that he did not seriously wish them to be 
brought forward at any time, he begged leave to 
explain himself on that subject more fully. He 
said that, last session, he had the honor of making 
the motion for the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and it was his wish that that committee would 
have proposed a direct tax of two millions of dol- 
lars, to be apportioned among the different States, 
agreeably to the Constitution, and appropriated 
for a limited time to the redemption of the Public 
Debt. He expected that each State would levy it 
in its own way. 

He said that, however much he was against an 
excise system of taxation, because of its partial 
operation and corrupting effects; yet, on reflect- 
ing that even a direct tax could not be apportioned 
with perfect equality on all the States, and that 
it would generally happen, that where the indi- 
rect taxes pressed lightest, the direct taxes would 
press most heavily, be thought it would be best 
now, when the conntry was able to bear it, to put 
both kinds into operation, and this might be aided 


with further duties on such manufactures as could 
hear it, and equally enjoyed the benefit of protect- 
ing duties with those already taxed. He hoped 
that, when the next Congress met, such a plan of 
taxation would be adopted; doing this, would be 
an unequivocal test of a disposition to promote 
a speedy and honest discharge of the Public 
Debt. 

The tax negatived last session, was not such a 
direct one as he contemplated, nor of sufficient 
amount to be worth the expense of levying; nor 
was it needed for the object proposed. Tt was but 
five hundred thousand dollars, and to be levied 
exclusively on land. Tho direct tax, he contem- 
plated, was a tax on all visible property that could 
be conveniently rated, and he conceived that two 
millions of doliars, would be but a moderate tax 
on the United States. 

lle did not think it necessary to take much no- 
tice of the arguments offered respecting the qua- 
lity of the taxes, as we were neither about to ori- 
ginale nor repeal them, but thought many of these 
arguments more plausible than solid. Ie instanced 
a gentleman's (Mr. Smrrn, of South Carolina] 
comparison of the impost on coffee, with the ex- 
cise on loaf sugar. If the gentleman had reflect- 
cd, that coarse sugar paid an impost before it was 
refined, as well as coffee, he would have been con- 
vinced that the comparison was fallacious. To 
make them correspond, there ought to be an excise 
on coffee when it is boiled, or, rather, on the grind- 
ing of it, as in England. 

The same gentleman expressed himself sur- 
prised at the objections to the swearing required 
in the excise laws, and said an honest man who 
was willing to do his duty, could have no objec- 
tion to swearing. Mr. F. said, that this case was 
strongly misstated. ‘The honest man was not 
afraid of his own swearing falsely, but he was 
afraid that his honesty would ruin his business, 
because the man that did not fear an oath would 
undersell him. ‘This was an evil which the most 
judicious advocates of excises acknowledged to be 
inseparable from them. The experience of every 
country, where an excise system prevails, has pro- 
duced lamentable instances of the depravity of 
those that were immediately connected with the 
excises. He regretted that, already, instances of 
such depravity could be found in our own country. 
Rut the gentleman who had just sat down [Mr. 
S. Surrn,] had spoken so well on this subject, 
and on the sentiments of the people respecting ex- 
cises, that it was not necessary for him to add 
much on that subject. One particular, however, 
he would mention. It was in proof before a com- 
mittee of which he was a member, that, notwith- 
standing the protecting duties, all the ram distil- 
leries in this city and Baltimore, had given up the 
business, but one in each of these towns, though, 
before the excise law, these distilleries had been 
worth from a thousand to twelve hundred pounds 
annually to the owners, They now either he idle, 
or arc turned into breweries. He did not know 
how it was in other towns, nor whether the two 
distillers that continued at the business in this 
city and Baliimorc, were honest men or not; but 
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the taxes, but he believed it to be against the Con- 
stitution. It was not a voluntary, but a compulsory 
tax. ‘To lay a taxon a thing already in a man's 
possession, was a direct tax; and, though a popu- 
lar one, the fear of giving offence would not deter 
him from doing what he believed to be his duty. 
were such things as contributed to the happiness | A gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. W. Sari] 
of individuals, at least in their own esteem, and | had treated objections of this kind lightly; and 
which they could exist without the use of; but to | had said, that the Constitution could be corrected. 
take them by this rule, they would he execedinely | Ile thought this a very unguarded mode of ex- 
numerous, and as various as the different tastes, | pression. We have all sworn to support the Con- 
passions, and cirenmstances of mankind With | stitntion; and, if it must be altered, we know very 
respect to lonf sugar, it was in pretty general use; | well that this House has not authority for that 
and as to snuff, he never knew the consumption ; purpose. There must be an authority of a differ- 
of it to be confined to the wealthy. He thought a! ent kind. As to the tax now before the House, so 
view of this House gave a proof that it was uot, | firmly were several gentlemen persuaded of its 
but few of the members used it; it was more com | illegality, that they had determined to make an 
monly used by the pior, the disconsolate and un- ! opposition to it —not as in Pennsylvania, by an in- 
happy, who had recourse to it as a stimulus to as- | surrection—but by a trial before a Court of Law. 
sist in supporting them under melancholy. He! Mr. Bouprnor considered the objections of Mr. 
said, there was another kind of property, which, | Gites as totally groundless. You might as well 
if not luxary, yet, could well bear a tax—he meant | say that. the tonnage of a ship is a direct tax, for 
great landed estates. Many wight be found with | the ship and the carriage have both, perhaps, been 
extensive manors of land, uamerous stocks of cat- | in possession of their respective owners, before the 
tle, and abundance of all the most permanent kinds | existence of the tax. If he bad imagined the tax 
of wealth, who did not pay as much of impost or; to be unconstitutional, he would certainly have 
excise as the day laborer, or the man who had to | opposed it with all his might. He considered it 
rent a farm to raise his family on. as a popular tax. 

Mr. Gines hoped that some of the taxes would | Mr. Himtsouse recommended brevity and de- 
be continued. His opinion had uniformly been, | spatch. 
that the taxes, altogether, were insufficient for any Mr. Bearry wondered at hearing his colleagne 
formidable operation on the National Debt. ‘he | say, that the carriage tax was popular, since it was 
surplus of revenue, by the most favorable state- | quite olherwise among their constituents in New 
ment, was not supposed to be more than three | Jerse 


he thought the circumstance was alarming, and 
ought to be inquired into. 

The same gentleman spoke much about the 
propriety of taxing luxuries, as they were only 
used by the wealthy. He said he never had heard 
an exact definition of luxuries. In general, they 


hundred thousand dollars per annum. Ie did not | Mr. Bouptxor explained—That part of the tax 
think the excise system the best for making an | which regarded carriages of pleasure was popular ; 
impression on the Debt. Ife wished for an appor- | but the collector of the tax in New Jersey, by a 
tionment among the States. As to the resolution | construction which never came into the head of 
before the House, he approved of some of the tax- | anybody except himself, applied the Jaw to the 
es, and others he disapproved. He therefore wished | wagons of farmers going to market. This part of 
the resolution could be divided, that he might not | the tax was very unpopular, and justly so, bnt the 
be obliged to vote for or against five taxes all at | other part was agreeable. 

once. He hoped that a plan for apportioning taxes | On dividing, the motion of Mr. Gites was ne- 
to discharge the Debt would, before the rise of the | gatived—Aycs 29, noes 55. 

session, be laid on the table. If if was not donehy | A motion was made, by Mr. Sepewicx, for strik- 
somebody else, he would do it himself Ie had | ing ont another part of the resolution. J'he mean- 
strong objections to several of these taxes, to which | ing was not to limit the appropriation of the pro- 
he would give his consent, rather than that no- | duce of these taxes to the discharge of the Debt 
thing should be done Ie wished that some bet- | exclusively. He had been appointed on a com- 
ter proposition could be brought forward than a | mittee, when the galleries were shut; and it was 
few petty excises. Such a thing might be laid on | the business of the JIouse to provide money for 
the table, and, between this and the next session, | the humane and national purposes referred to. 
they could sonnd their constituents upon it. Le | That money must be had. Ile did not think him- 
wished for some modification in the motion of Mr. | sclf at liberty to speak more plainly, but the House 


S. Sor. knew that this was an indispensable object. 
Mr. Kirrera was for a division immediately. Mr. Firzsimons said that, if the gentleman 
Mr. Dayron, Mr. Pace, Mr. Frrzsimons, Mr. | meant any other purpose than what had been all 
Maoison, and Mr. IlarTLEY, also spoke. along professed, for the application of the money, 
The last gentleman feared that he would never | he wished him to speak out. 
see an end of such a discussion. The Committee agreed to all the resolutions as 
The question for strikiug out the resolution was | reported, and then rose, and the House agreed to 
put—Ayes only 21. the resolutions, which are as follows: 
The motion being thus lost : 1. Resolved, That there be appropriated, out of the 


Mr, Gites said that, at the risk of popular odi- | revenues of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
um, he would move to strike out the tax upon car- ninety-five, a sum not exceeding six hundred thousand 
riages. He knew this to be the most popular of ! dollars, to be applied to the payment of two dollars on 
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every hundred dollars of the amount of that part of the 
Public Debt, which bears an actual interest of six per 
cent.; the said payment to be made on the day of 
next, 


2. Resolved, That the several clauses of limitation in 
the acts for laying duties and taxes on manufactured 
sugar and snui; on licenses for retailing wines and 
sprituous liquors; on gales at auction; and on ear- 
ringes, be repealed ; that the said several acts be con- 
tinued in force until the vear one theusand eight hun- 


dred and one; and that the moneys arising therefrom | 


be appropriated to the discharge of that portion of the 
Publie Debt which is redeemable by law, subject, how- 
ever, to a substitugon of other duties or taxes of equal 
value, to all or any of the said duties and tuxes. 


8 Resolved, That the eighth section of the act of last 
eecsion, laying and continuing certain duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, be repealed ; and that the du- 


law for reimbursing, before the year , any Joan 
which may hereafter be made under the authority 
of the PresipenT of THE Unirep States, in vir- 
tue of an act of the last session of Congress, enti- 
tled “ An act making further provisions for the cx- 
penses attending the intercourse of the United . 
States with foreign nations; and further to continue 
in force the act, entitled ‘An act providing the 
means of intercourse between the United States and 
foreign nations.’ ” 
| Resolved, That, for the purpose mentioned in 
| the foregoing resolutions, the proceeds of the du- 
ties upon carriages for the conveyance of persons, 
on licenses for selling wines and foreign distilled 
| spirituous liquors by retail, on snuff and refined 
smar, and on property soid at auction, imposed 
by acls passed at the last session of Congress, and 
I which may be farther continued the present ses- 


ration of the said act be made commensurate with the | Gon. which are not already appropriated, be ap 
s n are a i i , = 


act for laying such duties, passed the tenth day of Au- 
frust, one thousand seven hundrad and ninety, entitled 
“An act making further provision for the Debt of the 
United States.” 


4. Resolred. That the surplus of revenue, which may 
hereafter exist, after satisfymg all legal appropriations, 
be annually appropriated to the purchase of the Public 
Debt. 


5. Resolved, That provision be made for the sale of 
ihe public lands in the Western Territory, 


Ordered, 'That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Wir- 
Liam Smith, Mr. Ames, Mr. Frrzsimoxs, Mr. Du- 
VALL, and Mr. Nicnoras, do prepare and bring in 
the samc. 


Monpay, February 9. 


Ropert GoopLoe Hanper, returned to serve in 
this House as a member for the State of South 
Carolina, in the room of ALEXANDER Gitton, dce- 
ceased, appeared, produced his credentials, was 
qualified, and took his seat in the Louse. 

Mr. Goopnug, from the committce to whom was 
referred the memorial of sundry manufacturers of 
hemp, in the towns of Boston, Newport, and Provi- 
dence, made a report; which was read, and order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “ An act to amend the act, entitled ‘An act 
to establish the Post Office and Post Roads within 
the United States;’” and, after some time spent 
therein, the Committee rose and reported several 
amendments thereto; which were severally, twice 
read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be read a third time to-morrow. 
| Mr. Senewicx, from the Committee to whom 
was referred the Message from the PRESIDENT OF 
rue Uniren States of the 4th instant, enclosing a 
Letter from the Szcretary of State relative to a 
Loan for the maintenance of the intercourse of the 
United States with foreign nations, made a report, 
which was read: Whereupon, 

_ Resolved, That adequate provision be made by 


propriated for the reimbursement, before the year 
„ol any loan which may hereafter be made 
in virtue of the act aforesaid; and that the faith 
of Government be pledged to make good any de- 
ficiency. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions; and that Mr. Sene- 
wick, Mr Mavtsox, Mr. Barpwin, Mr. WILLIAM 
Siri, and Mr. Gries, do prepare and bring in 
the same. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a bill to amend the act passed 
the 8th day of May, 1792, entitled “ An act mwak- 
ing alterations in the Treasury and War Depart- 
ments,” in such manner as to give the PRESIDENT 
or Tue Unrrep States the same power of tempo- 
rary appointments to the offices mentioned in the 
eighth section of the nct aforesaid, in case of va- 
caney, as by the same section is given to him in 
the cases of death, absence from the Seat of Go- 
verment, and sickness: Provided, That no ap- 
pointment, made as aforesaid, shall be for a longer 
term than six months, 

And a committee was appointed of Mr, Sepe- 
wick, Mr. Warrs, and Mr. McDowrn.. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tions, reported on the 4th instant, from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole to whom was referred the 
report of the committee respecting the settlement 
of the accounts of the former Government, and the 
unpaid balances due thereon; and the said resolu- 
tions being amended, were agreed to by the House 
as follows: 

1. Resolved, That further and more adequate 
provision should be made, by law, for the recove- 
ry of debts duc from individuals to the United 
States. 

2. Resolved, That the Comptroller of the Trea- 
sury be authorized to issue a notification to any 
person who has reecived moneys for which he is 
accountable to the United States, or to the execu- 
tor or administrator of such person, if he be de- 
cyased, requiring him to render to the Auditor of 
the Treasury, in a reasonable time, not less than 

, bor more than months, all his accounts 
and vouchers for the expenditure of the said mo- 
neys, comprehending a schedule of all claims of 
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credit, or, iñ default thercof, to remain charged with 
the moneys so advanced; and suits shall be com- 
menced for the same without further notice, and the 
party subjected to the custs and charges of such 
suits, whether the ultimate decision shall be in 
their favor or against them. 

8. Resolved, That the Marshals of the respective 
Districts be authorized to serve the said notifica- 


tions on the parties therein named, by leaving copies ; 


thercof at their respective dwellings or usual places 


to the Comptroller's Office, with the Marshal’s cer- 


tificate thereon, that service has been made, be' 


deemed legal evidence in the District Courts of the 
procecdings, and for the recovery of costs and 
charges. 

4. Resolved, That, in cases where accounts shall 
be rendered to the Auditor of the Treasury, within 
the time limited in the notifications to the Auditor, 
he shall immediately proceed to liquidate the cre- 
dits to be passed for the said accounts, and report 
the samo to the Comptroller, with a particular list 
of any claims for credit which shall have been dis- 
allowed by him. 

5. Resolved, That the Comptroller of the Trea- 
sury immediately proceed to the examination of 
the credits allowed by the Auditor, and, if the same 
be approved by him, that he cause credit therefor 
to be passed on the public books. 

6. Resolved, That a list of such credits as shall 
have been claimed and not admitted by the Comp- 
troller, be made out and transmitted to the Mar- 
shal of the District where the claimant resides, 
and that a copy thereof be left at the dwelling or 
last usual place of abode of such claimant, with 
notice of the time assigned by the Comptroller 
for the final hearing of the account; of which 
proceedings the Marshal to transmit an official re- 
turn to the Comptroller. 

T. Resolved, In cage of an omission or neglect on 
the part of the claimant to assign reasons, in writ- 
ing, to the Comptroller, within the time limited, 
why the suspended credits should be admitted, all 
future claims therefor to be barred. 

8. Fesolved, In case the claimant assign, in writ- 
ing, his reason why the suspended credits should 
be admitted, the Comptroller to be directed to con- 
sider the same, and decide thereon, according to 
principles of equity and the usages of the Treasury 
Department. 

9. Zesvived, In cases where the final decision of 
the Comptroller shall have been against the 
claimant, aud where he shall have voluntarily, 
within ——— months, submitted his claim to the 
equitable decision of the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, and the Attorney 
General, the said officers to be vested with autho- 
rity to hear the claimant and pronounce an award, 
which shall be final and conclusive to all con- 
cerned. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions; and that Mr. Heaven, 
Mr. Lyman, Mr. Frypiey, Mr. BaLowin, and Mr. 
Harrison, do prepare and briug in the same. 

Mr. Sepawicx, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to amend the act, entitled “ An 


act making alterations in the Treasury and War 
Departments ;” which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Bovpinot, from the commitlee appointed 
to examine and report on the state of the Mint, 
and what further measures are necessary to render 
the institution more Lenelicial, made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House on Monday 


i next. 
of abode: and that the return of the notifications | 


A message from the Senate informed the [Touse 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the act, entitled * An act for 
enrolling and licensing ships or vessels to be em- 
ployed in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for 
regulating the same,’” with several amendments; 
to which they desire tle concurrence of this 
House, 

An engrossed bill to amend the act, entitled 
“An act making alterations in the Treasury and 
War Departments,” was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of a plan 
for the reduction of the Public Debt; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose and re- 
ported progress. 


Tuespay, February 10. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An 
act to amend the act, entitled ‘ An act to establish 
the Post Office and Post Roads-within the United 
States ;’” together with the amendments agrecd to 
yesterday, was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. W. Smita, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to amend an act "laying certain 
duties upon snuff and refined sugar;” which was 
read twice, and committed. 

A message from the Senate informed the Iouse, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act relative to the compensations to certain offi- 
cers employed in the collection of the duties of 
impost and tonnage,” with several amendments; 
to which they desire the concurrence of this 
House. 

The House procceded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An 
act for enrolling and licensing ships or vessels to 
be employed in the coasting trade and fisherics, 
and for regulating the same:’” Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said amendments be com- 
mitted to Mr. Goopaus, Mr. Giues, and Mr. W, 
Sirs. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole lfouse on the report ofa plan for 
the reduction of the Public Debt; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose, and re- 
ported progress. 


Wepnespay, February 11. 

Mr. Hearn, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill for the more effectual recovery of 
debts due from individuals to the United States ; 
which was read twice, and committed. 
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The House proceeded to consider the amend- f whole of the Foreign Debt; and, that for every 
ment proposed by the Senate to the bill entitled! one hundred dollars of the said Debt subscribed 
t An act relative to the compensations of certain | thercto, the subscriber shall he entitled to an ad- 
officers employed in the collection of the duties of | dition of one-half of a per centum to the rate of 
impost and tonnage ;” and, the same being read, | interest to which such stock is now entitled, or to 
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was agreed to, 

Mr. Sevewicx, from the committee appointed, 
presented a vill for the reimbursement of a Loan 
authorized by an act of the last session of Congress; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. Gvonuvus, from the committee to whom 
were committed the amendments proposed by the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act supplementary 
to the act, entitled ‘An act for enrolling and 
licensing ships or vessels to be employed in the 
coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating the 
same,’” made a report; which was read: Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That this House doth disagree to all 
the sud amendments, 

Resolved, That a conference be desired with the 
Senate on the subject-matter of the said amend- 
ments; and that Mr, Goopuve, Mr. Giixs, aud Mr. 
W. Sacra, be appointed managers at the said con- 
ference oa the part of this House. 

Mr. Jerewran Surm, from the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of sundry owners 
of fishing vessels in the towns of Portland and 
Falmouth, in the State of Massachusetts, made a 
report; which was read, and ordered to be com- 


mittel to a Committee of the Whole House to- ! 


morrow. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of a 
plan for the reduction of the Public Debt; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose 
and reported several resolutions to the House: 
where the same were twice read, amended, and 
agreed to, as follows: 

1. Kesolwed, That provision be made by law for 
the payment of interest on the principal of the 
unstibscribed Debt of the United States, (except 
Loan Office certificates, bearing interest on their 
nominal value,) at the rate of six per cent. per 


annum, for one year, ending the thirty-first day of 


December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
five. 

2 Resolved, That the arrears of interest on the 
unsubscribed Debt aforesaid, be calculated to the 
end of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five, and that the possessors thereof be en- 
titled to subscribe the same, on loan, to the United 
States, at an interest of three per cent. per annum. 
That those who shall not so subseribe, shall receive, 
on the first day of Jannary, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, one-tenth part of the said 
arrears to them respectively duc. 

3. Resolved, That the holders of Loan Office cer- 
tificates, which bear interest on their nominal value, 
be entitled to reccive the specie value, together 
with the intcrest thereon, at the Treasury of the 
United States, on demand; but that no interest 
shall accrue on such certificates after the day 
of : 

4. Resolved, That a Loan be opened at the Trea- 
sury of the United States to the amount of the 


a sum equivalent in capital, bearing an interest of 
tive per cent. per annum. And that the perma- 
nent revenues of the United States be pledged for 
the payment of the interest quarter yearly, at the 
Treasury of the United States, till the reimburse- 
ment of the principal. 

5. Resolved, That the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund be empowered, with the approba- 
tion of the PRESIDENT OF THE Uniren STATES, 
to provide, by new loans, or by the sale of certifi- 
cates of stock, bearing an interest of six per 
centum, for the reimbursement of any instalment 
or part of the present foreign Debt of the United 
States: Provided, That the principal and interest 
of such Ivan and certificates shall be payable at 
the Treasury of the United States, and the prin- 
cipal thereof redeemable at the Treasury of the 
United States; and that such conversion of foreign 
into domestic Debt, shall not charge the United 
States with an interest of more than half a per 
cent, in addition to that payable on the Debt so 
converted. ‘That the interest of the sam redeemed 
and paid thereof, and the permanent revenue of 
the United States, be pledged for the payment of 
the interest on the Joans to be made on the stock 
to be created in virtue of the said powers. 

6. Resolved, That in addition to the provisions 
heretofore made for reimbursing and redecming 
the Debt of the United States, so much of tho 
fourth section of the act, entitled “ An act making 
provision for the reduction of the Public Debt,” 
as makes a reservation out of the interest on the 
Debt purchased, be repealed; and, that in lien 
thercof a suflicient sum of the duties on impost 
and tonnage be appropriated for that purpose. 

7. Resolved, That so much of the revenue aris- 
ing from the duties on imports and tonnage, as, 
together with the other moneys now constituting 
the Sinking Fund, that shall accrue to it by virtue 
of the foregoing provisions, and tho interest re- 
deemed, as shall be sufficient, be appropriated to- 
wards the payment of the sum which may of 
right be annually paid on account of the principal 
of such funded stock as, on the first day of Janua- 
ry, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, 
shall bear an interest of six per cent. per annnm, 
excluding that to the credit of the Commissioners 
of the Sinking und, and that which shall stand 
to the credit of particular States. And that the 
same shall continue so appropriated until the 
whole of the said stock shall be redeemed ; and, 
thenceforth, until the whole of the Debt of the 
United States, funded and unfunded, shall be dis- 
charged. 

8. Resolved, That the dividends in the stock 
(the property of the United States) in the Bank 
of the United States be appropriated to the same 
fund, reserving thercout, from time to time, so 
much as shall be necessary to discharge the inter- 
est on what shall remain unpaid of the Loan 
made of the said Bank, pursuant to the eleventh 
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section of the act of incorporation, with so much 
of the dutics on imports and tonnage as, together 
with those dividends, (after deducting what may 
be necessary to pay the interest,) shall be sufficient 
to pay off the instalments of the said Loan, as 
they shall hereafter, from ycar to year, become 
due; and as, (the said instalments being first paid,) 
together with any other moneys which, on the 
fist day of January, one thousand cight handred 
and two, may belong to the said fund, and not 
otherwise appropriated, shall be sufticient, from 
year to year, with the interest redeemed, to pay 
the sums which may of right be annually paid, on 
account of the principal of such funded stock as, 
at the end of the year one thousand eight hundred, 
shall begin to bear an interest of six per cent., ex- 
cluding that which may stand to the credit of the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, and that to 
the credit of individual States; and continue so 
appropriated until the said last-mentioned stock, 
and the instalments of the Loan aforesaid, shall 
be redeemed and discharged, and the interest of 
the stock which shall be redeemed by virtue of 
the foregoing provisions continue to be appropri- 
ated to the said fund after the full redemption in 
such case is completed, until the whole of the pre- 
sent Debt of the United States be redeemed by 
reimbursement, purchase, or otherwise. 

9. Resolved, That the moneys arising from the 
sales of the lands of the United States, and such 
as shall be received for debts due to the United 
States antecedent to the present Government, to- 
gcther with the surplus of all current revenues 
which shall remain unappropriated at the end of 
any year, be carried Lo tic credit of the same fund. 

10. Resolved, That, afur the last day of Decem- 
ber next, all reimbursements of the capital of the 
Debt of the United States (foreign or domestic, ) 
and of the rcimbursement of the Loan had of the 
Bank of the United States, be made under the su- 
perintendence of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund; and that they be empowered, with the ap- 
probation of the Present or tHe UNITED 
States, as the instalments of principal become 
due, to borrow the sums necessary to pay such in- 
stalment: Provided, That every such loan shall be 
redeemable at the pleasure of the United States, 
and the rate of interest shall not exceed six per 
centum per annnm, and be chargeable— 

First. Upon the interest of the instalment which 
shall be reimbursed ; 

Secondly. Upon the revenue of impost and ton- 
nage, for making good any deficiency. 

But the interest on the six per cent. stock re- 
deveined shall not be included. 

11. B-solved, That the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund be authorized, with the approbation 
of the Presipent, to borrow, from time to time, 
such sums, in anticipation of the revenue appro- 
priated, as may be necessary for the payment of 
the interest on the Public Debt, not exceeding one 
million in any year, and reimbursable within a 
year from the time of each Loan; and that the 
interest on such Loan be defrayed out of the per- 
manent revenue, and shall not exceed six per 
centum per annum. 


12. Resoéeed, That all sums remaining uncx- 
pended, after tie year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-five, upon any appropration for 
more than two years, after the end of the year for 
which such appropriation may be made, shall be 
carried to a separate account to be kept at the 
Treasury; and that a statement of all appropria- 
tions shall be reported to the Legislature within 
thirty days after their first meeting in every year, 

13. Resolved, That all priorities established by 
appropriations for the Funded Debt, shall, after the 
last day of December, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-six, cease with respect to all the credit- 
ors of the United States, who shall not, before the 
said last day of Decenrber, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-six, signify their dissent thereto 
to the Comptroller of the Treasury ; and that, after 
that period, the revenue charged with such appro- 
priations shall constitute a common fund, charge- 
able with the same debts indiscriminately, except- 
ing only as it may respect such of the creditors as 
may signify their dissent thereto, in manner afore- 
said. 

14. Resolved, That all Loan Oifice certificates, 
final settlements, or indents of interest, now in the 
hands of any person or persons, shall, on or before 
the -— day of —, be exhibited at the Treasury, 
where the holders or possessors shall be entitled 
to reecive other certificates of equivalent tenor, 
in lieu thereof; and if any person shall neglect 
to exhibit such Loan Office certificates, final set- 
tlements, or indents of interest, and lo get the seme 
exchanged, he or they shall be forever barred from 
any payment or acknowledgment for such Loan 
Office certificate, final settlement, or indent of in- 
Lerest. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions; and that Mr, Win- 
LIAM Sarn, Mr. Ames, Mr, Frezstuons, Mr. Duvann, 
and Mr. Niconas, do prepare and bring in the 
same. 

Mr. Daytox, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for continuing and regulating the 
Military Establishment of the United States, and 
for repealing sundry acts heretofore passed on that 
subject; which was read twice, and committed. 

The Louse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Louse on the bill for the reimbursement 
of a Loan authorized by the act of the last session 
of Congress; and after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported the bill without 
amendment. 

Ordzred, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 


. TAX ON CARRIAGES, 


It was moved by Mr. Bearry, that a committee 
should be appointed to report whether any, and 
what alterations are necessary in the act for laying 
a tax on carriages for pleasure, and to report a 
bill, with such alterations as may be necessary in 
the same. Agreed to. 

On this occasion, Mr. Bratry observed, that he 
had, some few days ago, when the resolution for 
extending the time of limitation to certain excise 
acts passed last session, was under consideration, 
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BoUDINOT.] that the Jaw “ laying duties upon car- 


An engrossed hill for the reimbursement of a 
Loan authorized by an act of the last session of 
Congress was read the third time, and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole Hcuse on the report of the Committee 
to whom were referred the laws of the Territory 
of the United States Northwest of the river Ohio, 
passed the first day of August, 1792; and, after 
some time spent. therein, the Committee rose and 


riages” was popular in the State of New Jersey. 
It was (said Mr. B.) the very reverse of that, and, 
of consequence, he could, by no means, assent to 
the prolongation of that act to the year 1801. 
The House having, however, agreed to the exten- 
sion of this act to a distant period, he now thought 
it was a duty he owed to his constituents to bring 
forward a proposition for the revision of that law. | 
This he was now desirous of submitting, and he | ted a resolution ther Bae Nes eres 

repeated that the act in question was generally ad a a A J a EN > is, re ee 
disliked by the citizens of the State from whenee | file omen ed, and agrecd to by the touse, as 
he came; and, in some parts, it was so obnoxious, | Seas 


Resolved, That all the laws passed by the Se- 


hat, were it not for the patriotism and lov A A 3 ; 
ae e ae all ae ae cretary and Judges of the Territory of the United 
a ie Bieta hae s ma- | States Northwest of the river Ohio, on the first 


nifested in their conduct, he would not have been $ of Augue s thousand seven hundred and 
answerable that the duties arising under that law ae TORE MES ; ROE Ton NN me 
could have heen collected. He was ready, how- ie ee isapproved, excepting ee eres 
ever, to admit, that great put of the dissatisfac- RA ee aes - repeal on Lah ót an aot 
tion had arisen from the injudicious mode of cxe- uaa a creating the office of Clerk of the 
cution adopted by the Supervisor, who had, per- 
haps, discos ered more zeal than understanding in 
the construction of this law. 

Mr. B. had no great objection to the principle 
of the law, but he thought it was defective in two 
points. and was susceptible of amendment, so as 
to render it more agrecable to his constituents. 
The enacting clause is not sufficiently minute in 
the description of the carriages subject to taxation, 
and, in some iustances, the terms used were of an 
equivocal nature. ‘To prove the first, he need ORGANIZATION OF TIIE MILITIA. 
only mention that, notwithstanding the protection : . : 
afforded by the proviso, in the tirst section, to car- The House then went into a Committee of the 
riages for * domestic purposes,” yet the market Whole ou the bill to provide for organizing, arm- 
wagons of New Jersey had pretty gencrally been | W8 and disciplining the Miia of the United 
subjected to the duty; and, as an instance of the States. ; : 
second, he said that the term “ coachee,” uscd in The first clause of the bill was in these words : 
the law, appears to have no appropriate meaning. | “Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
Before the passing of this law, he had reason to | sentatives of the United States of Ainerica in Congress 
believe that three-fourths of the carriages in use | assenbled, That, from and after the passing of this act, 
in this city were of this description ; and now, it the Militia of the United States shall be composed of 
seems, by some new definition of the law, that not alt able-bodied white male citizens, of the respective 
one in four are of that species of carriage, but are States, resident therein, who aan nein be of 
returned to the Collector and pay a tax only of ai age a MNA T Mil at e ina T forty 
two dollars, on the same scale with the market | 772") thatthe suiti tl ue EOSL Ini TO 


j classes—the fir-t class to be denominated the select 
wagons of New Jersey. But the law (Mr. B. ob- corps of the Militia of the Uni ed States. The select 


served) was materially defective Iu another poiut. | corps of the Militia af the United States shall be com- 
In cases of doubt, what carriages are within the | posed of all able-bodied white male citizens, respective 
exempting description, there is no summary mode ly, who shall be of the age of twenty years, and under 
of determining—what cairiages are “ usually” and | the age of twenty-five years. The reserved corps shall 
« chictly? “employed in husbandry,” but every dis- | be composed of all able-bodied white male citizens, re- 
puted case must be the subject of a suit in all the | spectively, who shall be of the ago of twenty-five years, 
legal forms. This was highly objectionable, both and under the age of forty years: Provided, That, in 
on the grounds of delay aud expense, and had no the choice of officers, either in the select corps, or re- 
doubt occasioned the payment of the tax, iu a va- served corps, no respect shall be had to the limitations 
> ORRA ies AENA of age aforesaid ; the foregoing regulations to be sub- 
riety of instances, where the parties were couscous | «> aA Hara horeataie specified” 
they were within the exempting clause, but had Lech however: to the are pune et 
preferred to pay the two dollars rather than tocon-| It was moved to strike out this clause. 
tend with the Collector in a suit at law. He Mr. S. Surrm did not know the state of the 
hoped, therefore, the House would readily agree | Eastern militia, but that of the Southern States 
to remedy these detects, and would appoint a com- | was totally uscless for the professed purposes of 


Legi-lature. 

Ordercd, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution ; and that Mr. FINN- 
LEY, Mr. Greesur, Mr. HUNTER, Mr. MCDOWELL, 
and Mr. Corr, do prepare and bring in the same. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled * An 
acl supplementary to the act concerning invalids,” 
with several amendments; to which they desire 
the concurreuce of this House. 


mittee for that purpose. the institution. The officers durst not, for a con- 
And acommittee was appointed of Mr. BEATTY, siderable time, have marched them against an 
Mr. New, and Mr. HILUAOUSE. enemy, during the late insurrection, if it had not 


And the House adjourned. been for a general idea that there would be no re- 


1215 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1216 
H. or RJ Organization of the Militia. [Fesruary, 1795, 
sistance. But this extreme deficiency had made ı could with accuracy be computed. Tc was, how- 


several gentlemen turn their thoughts to that point, 
and to reflect on the absolute necessity for a pro- 
per militia. 
an hundred thousand young men, with arms in 
their hands, and knowing how to make use of 
them. They will, by rules laid down in this act, 
learn not only their exercise, but the essential 
duty of taking care of themselves, of cooking, 
and of lodging themselves. From the want of 
this knowledge, the militia. in the Revolution- 
ary war, suffered much, and carried home from 
the camp contagious diseases that swept off 
whole families. What would be the behaviour of 
Britain, if she knew that vou had an hundred 
thousand young men, well armed? She would 
not stop your ships on the seas, when there was 
not some real occasion, if she knew that the States 
to the east of the Hudson could instantly march 
thirty thousand men into Canada. Spain, on the 
Southwestern frontier, would be equally cautious, 
for fear of the militia of Kentucky and the South- 
ern States. ‘There would be no necd of ever pull- 
ing’a trigger. The Ministers of foreign Powers 
would inform their Governments of your internal 
strength, and they would be sufficiently careful. 
Everybody will tell you that the present time for 
keeping the militia embodied is too short. In- 
stead of four days, Mr. S. supposed they would 


ever, induced to believe the proposed select corps 
would amount to 120,000. Gentlemen who know 


By the present law, you will have} better than himself had informed him that their 


arms and accoutrements would amount to ten dol- 
lars per man, makiug - - - $1,200,000 


Their clothes to twelve dollars per man 1,440,000 
The rations, excluding all except the 
time while in service in the field, 
would amount to 2,400,000, which 
at ten cents per ration, would be - 240,000 
Add for extra expenses of cavalry, 
tents, &c. -~ - - - 30,000 
The value of the time was not, indeed, 
to be paid out of the Treasury, but 
it was a loss to the productiveness 
of the public, and not less than four 
dollars for each man - - 480,000 
Total - - - - $3,390.000 


He would admit that the public faculties were 
equal to such an exertion; but whether the util- 
ity of the system would compensate for the bur- 
den to be endured, was for the Committee to de- 
termine. That the estimate did not exceed the 
truth, experience, if it should ever be had, he be- 
lieved, would verify, To put this system in opera- 
tion would then, the first year, be equal to a con- 


recommend eight. But this also was only trifling. | tribution of 3,390,000. ‘Ihis, it ought, however, 
At present, the day of exercise concluded with | to be observed, would not be the annual expense, 
horse-racing, cock-fighting, and wrestling. Since | for the value of the arms and clothing which might 
tho end of the late war, he always had in his head i be returned, after deducting the wear and tear, 


a plan of a militia, on something of that kind that 
is now before the Committce. Tn the war, he had 
scen much of them, and they were always very de- 
fective. He had formerly scen the Eastern militia. 
They were not good soldiers, though they were ex- 
cellent materials for making them out of. He was 
particularly interested that this resolution should 
pass. The Government must either have a good 
militia or a standing army ; for, the present militia, 
at least in the Southern States, do not deserve 
that name; and a militia was more agreeable to 
Republican principles. He endeavored to prove 
that the resolution was economical. 

Mr. SEDGWICK observed, that two systems pre- 
sented themselves to the consideration of the Com- 
mittee. The first, that of compelling every citi- 
zen, capable of performing the duties of a soldier, 
to arm hiinself, or to reccive arms, to be in readi- 
ness to be called forth in defence of his country. 
The other, that of selecting a part of those capa- 
ble of performing military duties, and to have 
them educated and disciplincd in such manner 
that they should be first called forth, and, in some 
degree, prepared to act as soldiers. He had the 
honor to be one of the committee which had re- 
ported the bill. Tfe did not intend to pledge him- 
self, at present, to vote either for or against the 
principle of forming a select corps. But he would 
take the liberty of stating to the Committce a few 
ideas, which ought to be taken into consideration 
to form an estimate of the merits of the proposed 
system. There were (he said) no accurate data 
from which the expense of the proposed system 


ought to pass to the creditor side of the expendi- 
ture. There were some other circumstances which 
would result from this syste, which had oeeurred 
to his mind as necessary lo be considered: the 
Joss which the community would sustain, by inter- 
rupting, annually, for so considerable a portion of 
time, in the most protitable and productive period 
of life, all the necessary and useful oceupations of 
labor, would produce effects worthy the mature 
reflection of the Committee. In Sparta, the only 
country where an attempt had been effectually 
made to create a whole community of soldiers, the 
existence of slavery rendered labor disgraceful to 
citizens. They were, of course, very unlike the 
yeomanry of America, whose labor is equally re~ 
quired to continue their virtuous habits and to 
promote the happiness of our country. He would 
not declare that the alteration might not be bene- 
ficial, bat he had no hesitation in pronouncing that 
it would produce a new state of society. Another 
consideration he would suggest to the deliberation, 
of the Committee. It was, he believed, impossible 
to ealeulate what effect on the simplicity and so- 
briety of the morals of the rising generation might 
be produced, by congregating, in Jarge numbers, 
youth wilhout experience, unrestrained by that 
control to which it had been habituated. 

Mr. Lyman vindicated the military character of 
the militia of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Hittuouse feared the worst consequences 
from calling out an hundred thousand young men. 
Some of them would be journeymen ; others newly 
married. They would be forced to leave their 


1217 


Fenruary, 1795.] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Organization of the Militia. 


1218 


[H. or R. 


employment, and lose their customers, who, in 
their absence, would employ others. ‘The militia 
had been very useful in the last war. They took 
Burgoyne. Mr. H. was satisfied that if any other 
Power attacked America with regular forces, it 
would be found requisite to defend her with the 
same. No militia could supply the place of regu- 
lars, when attacked by troops of that kind. The 
present law would have a very bad effect on the 
morals of youth. lt would be wrong to have an 
army all of young men, froin the age of twenty to 
twenty-five. It would be better to have some old 
men among them. 

Mr. Pace feared that the expense would be enor- 
mous, and that it would be difficult to teach a-mi- 


litia the military discipline very exactly; but, if 


once they came ïn sight of an enemy, and in actual 
service, they would soon learn. 

Mr Lavine said, that in his part of the country, 
besides the four days of mustering, there were 
usually two or three days of preparing, as the 
sweethearts of the young men usually attended. 
Tle knew that the gentleman who spoke last had 
been in the service, but he could not guess where 
he had picked up the information that cight or ten 
hours in the neighborhood of an enemy’s camp 
would make a man a soldicr. If something is not 
speedily done, we shall be in the same situation as 
in 1794, when the country depended entirely for 
discipline on the British officers who had retired 
from service, and on the sergeants among British 
deserters. He wasin favor of the resolution, 

Mr. Wapsworrn had been one of the select 
comwitiee on this bill, and it might therefore be 
expected that he should have something to say 
about it. Ile hoped that the section would not 
be stricken out because it is not perfect. Though 
one of the committee, be did not like the whole 
of the system reported. But, sir, said Mr. W., 
there never was a Lill reported to this ITouse 
which was so perfect as not to require modifica- 
tion. If the question before the Committee were, 
whether this report shall all go into a law, T would 
vote against it; but 1 believe the principle con- 
tained in the section to be absoiutely necessary 
for the having such a militia as may be useful to 
correct any sudden insurrection or any foreign 
enemy. Much has been said of the late expedition 
against the Western insurgents; but was this the 
militia of the law? No, sir. In every State but 
one, from which they were drawn, il was not the 
militia of the law, drawn out by the militia law. 
Tt was a volunteer militia, influenced by their feel- 
ings, or by private bounties, in favor of Govern- 
ment Mr. W. here asked, what a Government 
has to hoast of with such a militia? Ts it safe for 
any Government to rely on private, individual 
influence, to protect it against ils enemies, whether 
forcign or domestic? No; it is dangerous. The 
same influence may be turned against the Go- 
vernmnent, If the present loose militia law has 
(and Mr. W. said that he knew it had) produced 
in Massachusetts a good militia, it has not done 
so here; nor, indeed, in any but a very sinall part 
of the United States. Il the clause be struck out, 
we give over every hope of mending our militia law ; 
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and we must remain as we are, in a loose, de- 
ranged, uncertain situation. Mr. W. did not, by 
any means, approve the modifications of this bill. 
He did not wish for half, nor even a third part of 
the numbers which this bill would place in the 
select corps. The active militia in the late expe- 
dition might be boasted of, and have great merit, 
but they were not brought into the field by the 
law, but were the militia mostly of voluntcers, or 
of private influence. The Government has great 
obligations to them, but the militia Jaw, as it now 
is, would not produce an Army ; and, if it remains 
so, the Government can hope bul little from it, 
but, in any extremity, must depend on a militia 
of private influence. Mr. W. wished that the 
clause might stand, and, as in all other bills re- 
ported to this Committee, that such amendments 
might be made as to put the Government in pos- 
session of a force which can be relied on, and 
not to remain dependent on a force of individual 
inflnence. 

Mr. Tracy was against striking out the clause. 
Ile imagined that it would be giving up all pre- 
tence to a reformation, which was much wanted. 

Mr. Hearn was satisfied, that we had as much 
need of a new militia as we formerly bad of a 
new Constitution, instead of the old rope of sand, 
a Confederation. le had seen militia going out 
to exercise, both officers and men, in a most care- 
less and indifferent manner, with sticks, canes, 
and whips, and not one firclock among four of 
them. Was this the way to get a militia? Was 
this the sort of thing that the Continent, in an hour 
of furcien or domestic danger, was to look up to? 
The clause may requiro to be modified, but it ought 
most certainly to be kept in, The greatest losses 
in the last war came from want of training the mi- 
litia properly. 

Mr, Gries also was against the striking out. He 
hoped that gentlemen would let it go, and the bill 
have an experiment. He had not experience in the 
militia, but he had experience in committees, on the 
subject, for he had been on them for three or four 
years past, 

Mr. Swrrr urged several objections to a select 
corps. le was entirely opposed to the report. 

Mr. S. Suru had formerly spoken of the militia 
of Maryland, whom he commanded in the late ex- 
pedition, and ho believed that those of Virginia 
were nothing hetter, if not rather worse. He men- 
tioned an advice given by somebody, of not going 
near the water till you have learned to swim. 
The Virginia officers treated their soldiers pretty 
severely, for they very soon began to tie them up 
and give them an hundred lashes. Je then at- 
tacked Mr. Sepawrck, upon hia calculations as 
to the expense of an hundred thousand militia, 
‘he arms would cost nothing, for you have them 
already, in tho repositories of the United States. 
lere were a million of dollars struck from the ac- 
count. The tents that we have, will do, without 
new ones, As to camp equipage, such as kettles, 
tins, and so forth, one half of these expeuses of the 
late expedition might have been saved, if these 
things had been in proper readiness ; and if the law 
now proposed had then existed, this sum would 


1219 


IIISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


1220 


H. or R.] 


Military Establishment. 


[Fennvary, 1795. 


have been saved, He noticed that many pcople, 
since returning from the Westward, had died of 
diseases contracted in the expedition, and which 
arose from ignorance how to take care of them- 
selves. As to the coat, said Mr. S., sir, 1 voted 
against the coat, in the select committce, and the 
gentleman from Massachusetts voted for it; and 
now again he objects to it. The rations came 
next. They were guessed, and he believed with 
some accuracy, at two hundred thousand dollars 
per annum. And is a good, effective militia, of an 
hundred thousand young men, worth less than two 
hundred thousand dollars a year? Mr. S. said, 
that he would be greatly hurt at going out again, 
if it so happened, at the head of such a militia 
as the present. As to the scruples about bringing 
so many young men together, Mr. S. regarded this 
as the best time of life to do so. The whole was 
only twenty days in the year, for five years, and 
surely a man will not grudge an hundred days of 
a whole life-time, that are spent in learning to de- 
fend so admirable a Government. He thought 
that it would be well to employ the old officers of 
the Revolutionary war, as long as you have them, 
in training this select corps. They are dropping 
fast off, and then you must import drill-sergeants 
from other countries. Alluding to the remarks on 
expense, by Mr. Sepewick, he said, that it was be- 
coming the practice for gentlemen in that Iouse 
to bring in a set of desullory observations, and 
then deduce unfair conclusions. He well remem- 
bered when, in last session, a gentleman from Vir- 
ginia proposed a set of resolutions, that have since 
been called Mapison’s resolutions, Mr, S. was 
opposed to them. But it was said, that they 
would involve America in a war with Britain. 
This story answered its purpose both without and 
within doors, but Mr. S., who was against the re- 
solutions, had always considered this part of the 
objections to them as the most ridiculous thing 
imaginable. Mr. Hininovse had regretted that 
old men were not to be admitted into the select 
corps, for the sake of preserving the morality of 
the younger classes. I would ask that gentleman, 
said Mr. S., whether he is more moral than he was 
twenty-five years ago? It is the old that corrupt 
the young. (This observation produced a general 
smile.} Mr. S. would have no scruple of trusting 
his own son in such a corps. He noticed that the 
English militia, whom he had seen before the war, 
were as well disciplined, in his opinion, as the reg- 
ulars; but then they were just as much at the beck 
of the Crown as the regulars. 

Mr. HittnovseE vindicated his objections to the 
select corps being composed of men from twenty 
to twenty-five years of age. Ile did notlike to cut 
down the old tree, till he knew whether the young 
one would grow. What if the young tree should 
not grow, and we had cut down the old one? We 
should then be much worse off than we are now, 
because we should have nothing at all, and the 
present militia were at least much better than 
nothing. 

Mr. Senewick rose to explain, relative to his 
voting in the select committee for coats to the 
select corps, and then arguing in the present Com- 


mittee against the whole scheme. He complained 
that Mr. S. Swrrrr had spoken as if in anger, He, 
for his own part, never wished to point out the 
inconsistencies of gentlemen. Since he was now 
so hardly pressed, he would ask the member [Mr. 
Smut] how it happened, that, when stating the ex- 
penses and resources of the Union, a few days age, , 
he had omitted cight hundred thousand dollars a 
year, that must be paid on different Loans? Mr. 
S. read the particulars from a memorandum before 
him, and insisted that the gentleman ought not to 
bring forward, at this time, what had passed in a 
select committee. 

Mr. Gites and Mr. S. Smrrx both rose together. 
The former declared that the gentleman was cer- 
tainly out of order. The latter asked him, whe- 
ther this affair of the eight hundred thousand dol- 


lars had any reference to the resolution before the 


Committec ? 

Tt was now generally requested that the Com- 
mittee might rise. It was granted, and the Chair- 
man asked leave to sit again. 


Fray, February 13. 


A memorial of Amelie, Adelaide, Melanie, and 
Silvie de Grasse, four daughters of the late Count 
de Grasse, now residing at Salem, in the State of 
Massachusetts, was presented to the House and 


read, praying a loan of moncy for their present sub- 
sistence; the effects which they brought from 


France being exhausted, and having no other 


means of support, but in property in the Island of 


St. Domingo, from which, under present circum- 


stances, no supplies can be drawn. 


Ordered, ‘That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Anrs, Mr. Mapison, and Mr. Girman, with 


instruction to examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thercupon, to the 


House, 
Ordered, That the petition of Isaiah Thomas, re- 
turned on the 5th ultimo, by the Secretary of 


the Treasury, be referred to Mr. Murray, Mr. 
Warrs, and Mr. Kirrera; that they do examine 


the matter thercof, and report the same, with their 


opinion thereupon, to the House. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 


ment proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 


t An act supplementary to the act concerning inva- 


lids;” and, the same being read, was agrecd to. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 

The House went into a Committee of the Whole 
on the bill for continning and regulating the Mili- 
tary Establishment of the United States, and for 
repealing sundry acts heretofore passed on that sub- 


ject. 


In reading the several clauses of the bill, various 
objections were made. 
The following is a copy of the third section : 


“ And be it further enacted, That the Legion of the 
United States be also completed to the number of four 
thousand eight hundred non-cummissioned officers, pri- 
yates and musicians, by voluntary enlistments for the 
term of three years, and that the sub-Legions compo- 
sing the same be organized in such a manner as the 
President of the United States shall direct.” 
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An amendment was moved by Mr. Manisox, 
which was, that the troops should only be employed 


for the protection of the frontier, 


Mr. Gites was against intrusting the Presipent 
with any discretionary power as to where the troops 


were to be employed. 


Mr. Frrzstmons said, that he had enjoyed the 
honor of a seat in that House ever since the be- 
He had noticed with 
attention the progress of the standing army, and he 
had seen that many members, who from the first 
had been against it, were, from experience of its 


ginning of the Government. 


necessity, now for it. 


Mr. Wapsworrn did not know a county in New 
England which could not destroy the little stand- 
He had at first 
been the only man for regular troops, and now 
against this army were 
for it. There ig a good militia in Massachusetts, 
but some time ago there passed a milk-and- 
water law in Congress, with hardly a New Eng- 
land vote to it, and since that time there have been 
As to the present 
amendment, it had been inserted in former laws, 
and never had hindered the regulars from mareh- 
Tho 
amondment had done no good before, and ho had 
no hopes of its doing any now, He was sorry for 
this little standing army, for it never comes be- 
fore the House without meeting a rub. It has 
more to fear froin its friends than from its enemies. 
Some people pretend to be jealous of the New 
England members, as attached to a standing army, 
The reason why they are so is, that they despair 
of ever seving a iilitia, that will be worth one 
farthing, It had been said by Mr. Gies, that a 
party in the House wanted to employ the army as 
an instrument for executing the laws. If by this 
was meant preventing the whites from encroach- 


ing army of America in an hour, 


gentlemen who had been 


no hopes of a good militia. 


ing any where that was {thought proper. 


ing upon the Indians, and for suppressing insur- 


rections, he hoped it would always be so; but, if 


this meant that the standing army should assist in 
the ordinary execution of the law, he hoped that it 
would not be needful, and that they would not do 
it. Ie would not say again, what he had said 
yesterday, as to the militia, but only this, that a 
militia raised by individual influence was more for- 
midable to the United States than a standing army 
ever could be. He thanked God that the Govern- 
ment of the country was not left entirely to the 
House of Representatives, for he believed that they 
would make most wretched work of it. There 
were other branches likewise. As to weakening 
the army for fear thal it should enslave us, he 
thought it like a man blunting the edee of his axe, 
for fear that he should cut his foot with it. 

On dividing on this amendment, there were only 
twenty-six yeas. 

Mr. Gites then moved, as an amendment, at the 
end of the third section, that “no enlistment shall 
be made after three years from the time of passing 
this bill.” 

- : Mr. Hitiuouse could see no harm in this motion 
of Mr. Grrzs, It was agreed to. 

The Committee rose. The bill, with the amend- 
ments, was reported to the House. 


A motion was then made und seconded, further 
to amend the said bill, by striking out of the 15th 
section, the words “and that it shall also be law- 
fal for him,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the 
words “that the legion shall be reduced to the 
number of two thousand five hundred men, and 
the proportioned number of officers, whenever there 
shall be a peaco with the Indian tribes; and that it 
shall be lawful for the PRESIDENT OF tus UNITED 
Srares:” And it passed in the negalive+-yeas 25, 
nays 58, as follows : 


Yeas.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
P. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. 
Dawson, Henry Dearborn, Wilham B. Giles, William 
B. Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, Aaron 
Kitchell, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Anthony 
New, Jolm Nicholas, John Page, John Sinilic, lsrael 
Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, and 
Paine Wingate. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Jobn Beatty, Lemuel Benton, 
Elias Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, George Dent, 
Gabriel Duvall, Benjamin Edwards, William Vindley, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Heury Glenn, Bon- 
janin Goodhue, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, Robert 
Goodloe Harper, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, James 
Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel Holten, John 
Hunter, William Irvine, John Wilkes Kittera, Amasa 
Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbono, Alux- 
ander Mebane, Wiliamu Montgomery, Andrew Moore, 
William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, Nathaniel Niles, 
Alexander D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, 
Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, Samuel Smith, 
William “mith, Thomas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, 
George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John J2. Van Allen, Philip Vau Cortlandt, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, 
John Watts, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, and 
Joseph Winston. 


Another motion was then made further to amend 
the said bill, by adding to the end of the first sec- 
tion the following words: “for tho protection and 
security of the United Statea against foreign in- 
vasion, and against the Indian tribes ;” And it 
passed in the negative—yeas 36, nays 44, as fol- 
lows: 


Yuas.—Theodorus Bailey, Lomuel Benton, Thomas 
Blount, Thomas P, Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac 
Coles, Henry Dearborn, Gabriel Duvall, Benjamin Ed- 
wards, William Findley, Nicholas Gilman, Christopher 
Greenup, William Barry Grove, Carter B Harrison, 
John Heath, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Na- 
thaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph MeDowell, 
Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, John Page, Francis 
Preston, John S, Sherburne, Joho Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham 
Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, and 
Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, William J. Dawson, Jonathan 
Dayton, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight 
Foster, Henry Glenu, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, 
Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, 
Samuel Holten, John Hunter, William Irvine, John 
Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, Francia Malbone, 
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William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, Joseph 
Neville, Alexander D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Thomas 
Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, Samuel Smith, William 
Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John F. 


Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, ' 


Jeremiah Wadsworth, Paine Wingate, and Richard 
Winn. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments agreed to, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to morrow. 


SATURDAY, February 14, 


An engrossed bill for continuing and regnlating 
the Military Establishment. of the United States, 
and for repealing sundry acts heretofore passed on 
that. subject, was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Wium Smr, from ihe committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill making further provision 
fer the support of Publie Credit, and for the re- 
duetion of the Publie Debt; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of William Sey- 
mour, made a report; which was read. Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That William Seymour be placed on 
the list of invalid pensioners, as being entitled to 
the half-pay of a Captain, in licu of his present 
pension, to commence on the 5th day of March 
next, to be paid in the same manner, and at the 
same times, that invalid pensiouers are now paid. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that the Commit- 
tee of Claims do prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Bovpinor, from the committee to whom 
was referred the report of the Attorney General 
of such tables of fees and regulations as are pro- 
per to be established for the Courts of the United 
States, made a report; which was read. Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the table of fees reported by the 
Attorney General be printed for the use of the 
members; and the consideration thereof be referred 
to the next Congress, 

Resolved, That 2 committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill to continue the act, entitled “ An act 
to ascertain the fees in Admiralty proceedings in 
the District Courts of the United States, and for 
other purposes.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Boupinot, Mr. Kirrera, and 
Mr. SHERBURNE, be a committee pursuant to the 
last session, 

Mr. Cort, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a joint resolution, respecting certain laws of 


the Territory of the United States Northwest of | 


the River Ohio, passed the first day of August, 
1792; which was read twiee, and committed. 

Mr. Dayton, from the Committee of Elections, 
to whom were referred the credentials of Aaron 
Kitchell, and of Robert Goodloe Harper, returned 
to serve as members of this House in the room of 
Abraham Clark and Alexander Gillon, made a re- 
port, as follows: 


“That ıt appears, from a certificate signed by the 


Governor of the State of New Jersey, and under the 
seal of the said Srate, that Aaron Kilchell was duly 
elected to serve in the Honse of Representatives of the 
United States, in the room of Abraham Clark. deceased. 
That it also appears, from a certificate signed by the 
Governor of the State of South Carolina, with the seal 
of the said State annexed, that Robert Goodloe Harper 
was duly elected ta serve in the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, in the room of Alexander 
Gillon, deceased 

“ Resolved, as the opinion of the committee, That 
Aaron Kitchell is entitled to a seat in this House, as 
one of the Representatives for the State of New Jer- 
sey, in room of Abraham Clark, deceased. 

“ Resolved, as the opinion of the committee, That 
Robert Goodloe Harper is entitled toa seat in the louse, 
as one of the Representatives for the State of South 
Carolina, in the room of Alexander Gillon, deceased.” 


The report was twice read, and agreed to. 
DEBTS DUE THE GOVERNMENT. 


The House, on motion of Mr. Hearn, went into 
a Committee, on the bill for the more effectual re- 
covery of debts due from individuals fo the United 
States. 

The first section, which produced a debate of 
some Jength, was in these words: 


“Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Comptroller of the Trea- 
sury be, and ishereby authorized to issue a notification 
to any person, who has received moneys, for which he 
is accountable to the United States, or to the executor 
or administrator of such person, if he be deceased, re- 
quiring him to render to the Auditor of the Treasury, 
within —— months, all hia aceonnts and 
vouchers for the expenditure of the said moneys, 
comprehending a schedule of all claims of credit, or in 
default thereof, to remain charged with the moncys so 
advanced; and suits shall be commenced for the same, 
without further notice: And the party sued as afore- 
said, shall be subject to the costs and charges of such 
suits, whether the ultimate decision shall be in their 
favor or against them.” 


Tt was moved to strike out the last sentence, and 
to insert in lieu thereof an amendment, signifying 
that the defendant shall not recover costs. 

Mr. Boupror stated the very great difficulty 
of getting a settlement at the Treasury of the 
United States, on which account he himself had 
been put to the utmost difficulties, as well as many 
other persons with whom he was acquainted. 
This clause required that all vouchers should be 
lodged at the Treasury. Mr. B. had known vouch- 
ers lodged at the Treasury, The persons again 
called for them, with the ofticial receipts. but in 
the course of years could not get them back again. 
Tt was on this account entirely tyrannical to at- 
tempt to make people lodge vouchers m such a 
place, where, by the loss of the papers, or their being 
mislaid, the parties concerned might be reduced to 
utter ruin. He was equally averse to the making 
of a new law for debtors of the State. This objec- 
tion referred to the concluding clause of the sec- 
tion. 

Mr. Hitnmovse vindicated the character of the 
officers of the Treasury. 
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Mr. Bovpryot explained that his complaints 
went only to blame the manageinent under the old 
Constitution, but things had been left then in a 
state of inextricable confusion. 

_ Mr. Wapswortu would not oppose the bill al- 
together, because he was very willing that public 
money should be, if possible, recovered, but he 
eould sce uo occasion for new and arbitrary laws, 
to recover it. Ie believed that out of every 
twenty debtors found in the books of the Trea- 
sury, not five would be found to owe a farthing. 
He knew many persons who had received dis- 
charges in full at the Treasury, and who, as he 
had no doubt, were still standing charged with 
large sums in the books. IIe considered the clause 
to be a clause of tyranny and violence. He en- 
tered into a detail of the frauds committed on the 
creditors of the public during the war, from the 
villany of agents and speculators, who crowed over 
Congress itself. At the Treasury, clerks were 
changing every day, and such a scene of book-keep- 
ing was exhibited there, as never had been seen 
any where else. Officers had come to this city 
with claims consisting of but a single line, and 
had to wait a long time, and borrow money to 
support themselves, and could not get the plaincst 
account settled. Many honest men had been 
forced to settle in such a way, that they were re- 
duced to beggary and sent to jail; and, from par- 
ticular circumstances, the most honest men fared 
worst, He had scen all these things. IIe had felt 
them. Ie had paid, very fully, for this part of 
his knowledge. 
sent from this city to New Hampshire to get fifty 
thousand dollars that were duc to him. When he 
went there, he was told that Lhere was nothing 
in the Treasury. He came back to Philadelphia, 
and, at the end of two years, he was forced to ac- 
cept of depreciated paper, and the payment was 
stated to the public as made in specie. Mr, W. 
could not help protesting against this clause, 
when he knew of so many people who had 
been ruined by their connexions with the Trea- 
sury. Ife had escaped ruin, but others were not 
so lucky. 

Mr. Hu.umousu did not approve the manner in 
which the gentleman last up spoke of the Trea- 
sury, nor of the hardships said to be imposed by 
this law. 

Mr. Hearn had the highest respect for the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut, and wondered how he 
could think it possible that an act of tyranny 
could pass under the present mild Government, 
which was the admiration of the world. His 
facts were specious, but fallacious, being drawn 
from the disastrous period of the war. 

Mr. Waoswortu replicd, that he did not, in- 
decd, expect to have heard of an act of tyranny 
under this Government, but an act of tyranny 
this clause most certainly was, and unfit for such 
a Government, and till it had passed into a law, 
he should continue to call it tyrannical. When 
passed, he would no doubt submit to it, but bis 
inward opinion would still be the same, and 
his heart would continuc to feel it as oppression. 
If J thought (said Mr. W.) that, by standing here, 


He mentioned a person who was ; 


and speaking on till the fourth day of March, I 
could prevent this clause from passing, and that I 
should not fall down with fatigue, I declare that 
I would rather speak on, than consent to the pass- 
ing of the bill, as it now stands. The gentleman 
from Virginia says, that my facts are specious and 
fallacious. Facts, however, they are, and if they 
must go out to the world, rather than they should 
go out as specious and fallacious, I will, myself, 
take the trouble to verify them from the public 
records. 

Mr. Bounixor knew that there had been men 
laboring for fourteen or fifteen years to get a set- 
tlement with the Treasury, and conld not accom- 
plish it. Their accounts were in such a condition 
that it would require the most expert accountant 
that over was in the service of the Union, a year or 
two to clear them up. Ie himself had been la- 
boring for ten years to get an account settled, and 
could not. Other accounts he had wearied him- 
self in attempting to get ended, till he went to the 
office, and declared he would not quit it till the 
matter was finished, 

Mr. Lysan wondered that any body would ven- 
ture to call a bill before the Committee tyranny. 
The present Secretary of the Treasury hud said 
that these old accounts were in such a confused 
situation, that the law, as it now stands, would not 
do to get them cleared up. It would be better, 
Mr. L. thought, to make a conflagration at once. 

Mr. Wapsworvs rose a third time. Ie would 
not thus trifle with the patience of the Commit- 
tev, if something of this kind had not really been 
becoming fashionable. A gentleman had wonder- 
ed how any body would call a bill before that 
Ilouse tyrannical. It was yet only before the 
Committee, and, therefore, Le conceived himself 
at liberty to call it what he thought it. Much had 
been said to day about the opinions of gentlemen 
in the Treasury. But the other day, the tone was 
quite different. We were legislators, and uot to re- 
ceive opinions or information from any body. As 
to burning the books, Mr. W. did not approve of 
that either, It would be much better to let mat- 
ters go on as they are. Mr. W. said, that, for his 
part, there was nobody who stood more indepen- 
dent than he did, cither as to public or private 
money. Le was all open, and ready to mect and 
answer every demand of every sort, that the world 
could bring against him. He had brought more 
public money to be accounted for than any man 
in that JIouse; so that nobody could suppose him 
averse to getting justice done to the public from 
their debtors. Ile should feel, if the act passed 
as it now stands, that it was tyranny against many 
worthy men who had been injured by the public. 

The amendment was on a division negatived, 
and the clause went through, in substance as 
above. Some verbal amendments were made. 
The bill was then reported to the House, and 
agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 


Monpay, February 16. 
An engrossed bill for the more effectual recov- 
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ery of debts due from individuals to the United 
States, was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed resolution, in the form of a con- 
current resolution of the two Houses, respecting 
certain laws of the Territory of the United States 
Northwest of the river Ohio, passed the first day 
of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-iwo, was read the third time, and, on the 
question put thereupon, agreed to by the House, as 
follows: 

DResvived, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That all the laws made by the 
Secretary and Judges of the Territory Northwest 
of the river Ohio, on the first day of August, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, except- 
ing a law, entitled “An act to repeal certain 
parts of an act creating the office of Clerk of the 
Legislature,” be, and the same are hereby disap- 
proved. 

A memorial of sundry manufacturers of snuff, 
in the town of Baltimore, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that so much of the act 
passed at the last session of Congress, laying duties 
upon snuff and refined sugar, as imposes a duty on 
snuff manufactured within the United States, may 
be repealed. Also, 

A petition of the manufacturers of snuff in the 
town of Boston, to the same effect. 

Ordered, That the said memorial and petition be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House to 
whom is committed the bill to amend an act, enti- 
tled “ An act laying certain duties upon snuff and 
refined sugar.” 

A petition of sundry merchants and mariners of 
the town of Wiscassett, in the State of Massachu 
setts, was presented to the House and read, pray- 
ing that a light-house may be erected on Damas- 
cove Island, instead of the onc intended to be placed 
on Seguin Island, in the said State. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Dearnory, Mr. Wineatn, and Mr. Surrsurne; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

Mr. Goovnus, from the managers appointed on 
the part of this House to attend the conference 
with the Senate, on the subject-matter of the 
amendments depending between the two Houscs 
to the bill entitled “An act supplementary to the 
act entitled ‘An act for enrolling and licensing 
ships or vessels to be employed in the coasting 
trade and fisheries, and for regulating the same,” 
made a report: Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie on the table. 

Mr. Bovpryor, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to continue in force the “ Act for 
ascertaining the fees in Admiralty proceedings in 
the District Courts of the United States, and for 
other purposes ;” which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Murray, from the committee to whom 
was referred the petition of Isaiah Thomas, made 
a report, which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 


The bill for the more effectual recovery of sums 
due by individuals to the United States, was reada 
third time, and passed. 


PUBLIC SUPPLIES. 


The House then went into consideration of the 
act from the Senate respecting the establishment 
of a Purveyor of Stores. The question was put, 
Shall this bill be read a third time? This was 
agreed to, and the bill was then read. 

Mr. Nicrtotas supposed that this officer could 
only be of effective use in one part of the country 
at one time, and wherever he was not, it would 
still be as necessary as formerly to do the business 
by agency, and he imagined that after the appoint- 
ment of this Purveyor, it would be as requisite as 
it had hitherto been, to advertise for contracts. 
His own opinion could be of little value compared 
with that of some other gentlemen who had re- 
commended the thing, but it was his duty to state 
his doubts, 

Mr. Carxzs had been of opinion at first, that 
the office was unnecessary. ‘Jhe Committee had 
made every requisite inquiry. The Secretary of 
the Treasury had informed them that he had 
found this office a burden too heavy on him. It 
had been the opinion of the majority of the Com- 
mittee that it was proper. 

On a division the bill was passed—ayes 40, 
noes 35. 

PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS. 


The House then went into a Committee on the 
report of the Select Committee on the further pro- 
mulgation of the laws of the United States. 

The various clauses undcrwent a very long 
discussion, and several verbal amendments. The 
clause relating to the publishing of the laws in 
the newspapers, and in the German language, 
produced cach of them a discussion of some 
length. 

Mr. Hitiwotse said, that as to the printers, 
any man in the United States would print the 
laws annually for ten dollars. They are at pres- 
ent glad to get them to print for nothing. It was, 
in opposition to this, remarked, that the daily pa- 
pers only could print the laws within a reasonable 
time; and the circulation of them was chiefly 
confined to a few large towns, where there were 
other and more expeditious ways of acquiring a 
knowledge of the laws; and that, as to ten dollars 
per annum, it was a sum too diminutive to be the 
smallest object with any printer, 

In favor of printing part of the edition of laws 
in the German language, Mr. Iarriny said it 
was perhaps desirable that the Germans should 
learn English; but if it is our object to give 
present information, we should do it in the lan- 
guage understood. The Germans who are ad- 
vanced in years cannot learn our language in a 
day. It would be generous in the Government 
to inform those persons. Many honest men, in 
the late disturbances, were led away by misrepre- 
sentation; ignorance of the laws laid them open 
to deception, when some counties in a neighbor- 
ing State, and one or more in this, uninformed as 
to the nature of our laws, were in a state of in- 
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surrection. He considered it his duty to support 
the motion. It had been the practice in Pennsyl- 
vania to publish the laws in English and German. 
Good consequences had resulted from it. 

Mr. Kirrera, and several other gentlemen, spoke 
on the same side of the question. 

Mr. Murray said, that it had never been the cus- 
tom in England to translate the laws into Welsh or 
Gaelic, and yet the great bulk of the Welsh, and 
some hundred thousands of people in Scotland, did 
not understand a word of English. 

Mr. Boupinor was on the same side of the ques- 
tion. 

The Committee went through the report. The 
Chairman reported the resolutions to the House, 
which were agreed to as follows: 

Resolved, That there be printed, under the di- 
rection of the Sceretary of State, a complete edi- 
tion of —— copies of the laws, to the close of the 
present session of Congress, to include the Con- 
stitution of the United States, the publie acts 
which are now in force, and the treaties; and 
that they be divided among the respective States, 
and the Territories Northwest and South of the 
river Ohio, according to the rule for apportioning 
Representatives: that the number allotted to each 
State or Territory be transmitted to the Governor 
or Supreme Executive Magistrate thereof, in or- 
der to be deposited in fixed and convenient places 
in each county or subordinate civil division, as the 
Executive or Legislature of such State or Terri- 
tory may judge most conducive to the general in- 
formation of the people. 

Resolred, That a like number of the laws 
passed at each sneceeding session, and of all fu- 
ture treaties, be printed and distributed as above 
directed. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in 
pursuant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. 
Barpwiy, Mr. Moore, Mr. Heister, Mr. Hux- 
gon, Mr. Macoy, Mr. Murray, Mr. Latimer, 
Mr. Beatty, Mr. Guzert, Mr. Orr, Mr. Swirt, 
Mr. Mazzone, Mr. Israet SMITH, Mr. DEXTER, 
Mr. Wincate, and Mr. Wurre, do prepare and 
bring in the sume. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Wholc Louse on the bill to provide for calling 
forth the Militia to execute the Jaws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose aud reported several ainendinents thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie on the table. 


TUESDAY, February 17. 

An engrossed bill to continue in foree the act 
“for ascertaining the fees in Admiralty procced- 
ings in the District Courts of the United States, 
and for other purposes,” was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Au eugrossed bill to repeal part of the act, en- 
titled “An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the 
exportation of arms and ammunition, and en- 
couraging the importation of the same,” was read 
the third time, and passed. 


Promulgation of the Laws. 


Mr. Dexter, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to amend the act, entitled “An 
act respecting the Government of the Territories 
of the United States Northwest and South of 
the river Ohio ;” which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Batpwiy, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the more general promulgation 
of the laws of the United Statos; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, pre- 
sented a bill for the relicf of William Seymour; 
which was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed, 
and read the third time to-morrow. 

The Iouse proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday from the Committee of 
the Whole House, to the bill to provide for calling 
forth the Militia to exceate the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions, and to 
repeal ihe act now in force fur those purposes; 
and the sane being read, were agreed to. 

The said bill was further amended, and, together 
with the amendments, ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third tiine to-morrow. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claima, pro- 
sented a bill, cuabling George Gibbs to obtain a 
drawback of duties on certain exported wines; 
whieh was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time to-morrow. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to bring 
in a bill for the relief of Spencer Man and Frantz 
Jacob Foltz, of Charleston, merchants, in certain 
losses relative to drawbacks on sundry goods ex- 
ported previously to the first day of July, one thou- 
sand seren hundred and ninety-two. 

And n committee was appointed of Mr. GOODHUE, 
Mr. ianver, and Mr, Hunter. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED Svares: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to Congress copies of a Letter from the 
Governor of the State of New Humpshire, and of an 
Act of the Legislature thereof, ratifying the article 
proposed in amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, respecting the Judicial power. 

Talso lay before Congress copies of a Letter from the 
Governor of the State of North Carolina, and of an act 
of the Legislature thereof, ceding “to the United States 
certain lande, upon the conditions therein mentioned.” 

G. WASUINGTON. 

Unitep States, February 17, 1795. 

The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Seeretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
two statements, exhibiting the gross and nett 
amount of duties arising on distilled spirits, and 
on country stills, (drawbacks dedueted,) during 
the years one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
tivo, and one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, pursuant to the resolution of this House of 
the second instant; which were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES : 
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Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Ivepresentatives : 


T have received copies of two Acts of the Legislature 
of Georgia—one passed on the 28th day of December, 
and the other on the 7th day of January last—for ap- 
propriating and selling the Indian lands within the ter- 
ritorial limits claimed by that State. These copies, 
thongh not officially certified, have been transmitted to 
me in such a manner as to leave no room to doubt their 
authenticity. These Acts embrace an object of such 
magnitude, and in their consequences may so deeply 
affect the peace and welfare of the United States, that 
T have thought it necessary now to lay them belore 
Congress. 

Jn confidence, I also forward copies of several docu- 
ments and papers received from the Governor of the 
Southwestern Territory. By these, it seems that hos- 
tilities with the Cherukees have ccased, and that there 
is a pleasing prospect of a permanent peace with that 
nation. But, from all the communications of the Go 
vernor, it appears that the Creeks, in small parties, con 
tinue their depredations, and it is uncertain to what 
they may finally lead. 

The several papers now communicated deserve the 
immediate attention of Congress, who will consider how 
far the subjects of them may require their co-operation. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Usirep Srarss, February 17, 1795. 


The said Message and papers were read: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to 
the Acts of the Legislature of Georgia, for appro- 
pritting and selling the Indian lands within the 
territorial limits claimed by that State, be referred 
to Mr. Nicnoras, Mr. Macov, Mr. Murray, Mr. 
Fixvity, Mr. Bovpinot, Mr. Ames, and Mr. SHER- 
BURNE, with instruction to examine the matter 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 

Ordered, That such other parts of the said 
Message as relate to the communications from the 
Governor of the Territory of the United States 
South of the river Ohio, be committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 


EXPORTATION OF LEAD. 


Mr. Fırzsımoss moved that a bill should be 
read a third time for permitting the exportation 
of lead. A former bill, which had been passed 
for repealing part of the act that prohibits the 
exportation of military stores from the United 
States, was rejected by the Senate; the present 
bill, which had lain over for some time, was, on that 
account, brought forward. Mr. F. said that he 
hoped it would pass. 

Mr. VENABLE hoped that it would not pass. 
The gentleman for whose sake this bill was in 
reality introduced, might wait, as well as other 
people, till the expiration of the existing law, 
which was to be in May next. He reprobated 
the idea of legislating for the sake of an indivi- 
dual, as a most irregular and dangerous prece- 
dent. The person had imported this lead with a 
knowledge of the law that prohibited its being 
sent out of the country again. This law might 


give an individual an advantage over other pco- 
le. 

: Mr. Firzsmmons thought that this was the 
mosi disorderly reasoning which he had ever 
heard in the House. When this lead was im- 
ported, the law that prohibited its being exported 
again, did not exist. Mr. F. asked, why the 
House might not legislate for an individual? As 
for waiting till the month of May, the ship was 
bound for India, and must sail, if she sailed at all, 
in Mareh next. When the prohibitory law passed 
the arsenals were in want of lead. At present 
there is as much lead in the country as would sup- 
ply all its demand for seven years, Why then ad- 
here to this restriction ? 

Mr. Dayroy was in favor of the bill. He 
wished that the other had gone through the 
Senate, : 

Mr. Krrtzra considered the reasoning of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. VrnaBie] as the 
strangest which he had ever heard of. We legis- 
late every other day for individuals, and insert their 
names, and the reasons for doing so, in the very 
body of the act. He could not then imagine why 
it should be opposed at this time. 

A member said that, he would oppose it, as hav- 
ing crept into the Flonse in an extraordinary man- 
ner, so as to exclude all debate. He should there- 
fore vote aguinst it. 

Mr. Goopuve saw no reason why the bill should 
not pass, merely because it related to an individual. 
Ho saw no reason why the Legislature should not 
oblige an individual, when it could be done without 
injuring the public interest. If the United States 
were in want of the lead, that would be quite 
another thing. 

Mr. Haxtiey thought that this bill was op- 
posed upon extraordinary grounds. He was in 
its favor for reasons similar to those assigned by 
Mr. Goopuve. 

Mr. Dayron explained, that the bill had gone 
through all the different and regular shapes, and 
had been fully canvassed some time ago. He 
read a part of the journals to illustrate his asser- 
tions. 

Mr. Grues said, that if there ever had been 
any use for the prohibitory act in question, it was 
now superfluous. He moved to recommit the bill 
to a select committee, or a Committee of the 
Whole Fouse. lle wished for a repeal of the 
whole bill, not a partial repeal in favor of a par- 
ticular person. 

Mr. Kirrera contended that Mr. Gres and 
Mr. S. Smrrs opposed the bill on opposite princi- 
ples. Both these gentlemen said that they thought 
Mr. K. had mistaken their meaning. He insisted 
that there was an opposition which opposed it- 
self, 

Mr. Sepewicx could not see the use of hinder- 
ing this bill passing. The lead is now lying‘ in 
ballast, and if it does not go, specie must be sent 
instead of it. Why not unshackle this property, 
which is now useless, and bring it into action? 
What good was to be got by continuing the pro- 
hibition, Mr. S. said he was totally incapable of 
comprehending. As to the commitment, that 
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also was, in every point of view, entirely beyond 
as conjecture as to any rational end proposed by 
it. 

Mr. B. Bourne was not much interested 
whether the bill passed or not. But he had 
another serious consequence to observe on, and 
that was the great waste of time on such a thing, 
when so great a mass of business was before the 
House. This bill had at different times taken up 
three days, and had been fully discussed. The 
session was drawing to a close, and he entreated 
that the question might be taken. 

The bill was then passed—ayes 50, noes not 
counted. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tec of the Whole louse on the bill to provide for 


organizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia of 


the United States. 

On the first clause, Mr. Swirr proposed as an 
ainendment to strike out the words twenty, and 
insert eighteen, that the age at which persons 
were to be enrolled in the select corps, might be 
from eighteen to twenty five years. 

Mr. S. Smera and Mr. Irvine were both against 
this amendment, and stated the numerous inconve- 
niences which attended the attempt of converting 
boys into soldiers. The former gentleman quoted 
the Memoirs of the once celebrated and still mem- 
orable Dumourier, who remonstrated to the Con- 
vention at Paris on this mode of recruiting. 

Mr. Dayton differed from these two gentlemen. 
Ilc preferred cighteen as an amendinent. Per- 
sons at that age could be more easily spared than 
when they were older, and cugaged in business, 
and very likely married. Boys at eighteen would 
also learn the exercise faster than when twenty- 
five years old. 

Mr. Fitzsimons said, that the gentleman had 
only looked at one side of the question. What 
would be the situation of a man with eight or ten 
apprentices called away for twenty days at a time? 
They would not be fit for the duties of a soldier. 
Hc ‘should even have preferred twenty-one to 
twenty. He imagined that this would be a real 
discouragement to manufactures. The young 
men returning to their employments might be less 
disposed for attending to ther. 

On a division the amendment was rejected— 
ayes 89, noes 40. 

There was part of a clause in the first section 
in these words: “ All able-bodied white male citi- 
zens.” It was moved to strike out the word 
hite. 

Mr. KircneLr said, that if the word white was 
struck out, he hoped that black would be inserted, 


as it was necessary that the militia should all be of 


one color. White men would not stand in the 
game rank with a negro. 

‘Another member said, that he was not for a 
speckled militia. 

Mr. Brownt replied that in the Southern 
States, there was a numerous class of men, who 
were neither whites nor blacks, but mulattocs. 


It was not understood to be disgraceful to serve in 
the ranks with them. 

A member from one of the Southern States de- 
clared that he was sure it was so considcred in 
Maryland and Virginia. He remarked, however, 
that the subject was obviously and extremely im- 
proper for public discussion. He had before ob- 
served this to the Ilouse, when Mr. Dexter made 
a motion referring to the same subject. [This 
was in the debate about the naturalization bill, 
when Mr, Dexter proposed that foreign nobility 
should not be admitted as citizens of America till 
they first renounced the possession of slaves.] As 
the gentleman did not think his observations pro- 
per for the public ear, it would be an ungrateful 
trespass on the indulgence of the House to attempt 
a recital. 

The amendment was negatived. 

The Committee now rose. The Chairman re- 
ported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 


Wepxespay, February 18. 


An engrossed bill for the more general promul- 
galion of the laws of the United States was read 
the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill to provide for calling forth the 
Militia to execute the laws of tho Union, suppress 
insurrections, and repel invasions, and to repeal the 
act now in force for those purposes, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill enabling George Gibbs to ob- 
tain a drawback of duties on certain exported wines 
was read a third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of William Scy- 
mour was read the third time, and passed. 

‘A memorial of John Rutledge, administrator of 
Thomas Rutledge, deceased, was presented to the 
House, and read, praying the liquidation and set- 
tlement of a claim for the services of the deceased, 
as 2 Deputy Commissary General of Purchases for 
the Southern Department during the late war. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, with instruction to 
examine the same, and report bis opinion there- 
upon to the House. 

A memorial of Samuel Weir, Representative of 
the People South of French Broad River, in behalf 
of himsclf and his constituents, was presented to 
the House, and read, praying that the right of pre- 
emption to certain lands which they purchased of 
the Indians, and have since been ceded to the Uni- 
ied States by the treaties of Seneka and of Holston, 
may be secured to the memorialists, and they be 
permitted to scttle thereon. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Hitusouss, Mr. Irvine, and Mr. WALKER ; 
that they do examine the matter thercof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

‘A memorial of Gunning Bedford, Judge of the 
District Court of the United States for the State 
of Delaware, was presented to the House, and read, 
stating the insufficiency of the salary allowed him 
by law, and praying that the same may be in- 
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creased, and rendered more adequate to his ser- 
vices. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Dexter, Mr. Kirtera, and Mr. Harrison; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

A petition of James Strange, of the town of Man- 
chester, in the State of Virginia, was presented to 
the House, and read, praying a remission of the 
duties accruing on a quantity of salt, the property 
of the petitioner, which was lost in consequence 
of the vesscl in which it was laden having been 
drove on shore in a gale of wind, and bilged at 
Rockett’s Landing, in the said State. 

Ordered, That the said petition be refcrred to 
Mr. Gives, Mr. Panzer, and Mr. Wiyeate; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report the compensations given to 
the officers employed in the management of the 
revenue arising from stills and distilled spirits, not 
included in his report of the seventeenth instant, 
together with the number of officers employed in 
each State. 

Mr. Jeremian Smiry, from the committeo ap- 
pointed, presented a bill for the relicf of Robert 
Barton, and others; which was read twicc, and 
ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time on 
Friday next. 

Mr, Amers, from the committee to whom was 
referred the memorial of Amelie, Adelaide, Me- 
lanie, and Silvic de Grasse, four daughters of the 
late Count de Grasse, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered io be committed to a Committce 
of the Whole House immediately. 


COUNT DE GRASSE’S HEIRS. 


The House then went into a Committee on a 
memorial from the four daughters of the late Ad- 
miral Count de Grasse. It was read, with the re- 
port from a select committee, which proposed to 
give cach of these ladies, who are now residing in 
Boston, and in indigent circumstances, a thousand 
dollars, in consideration of the important services 
rendered by their father to the United States. To 
this proposal the Committce agreed, and the Chair- 
man reported the resolution. 

The House then took up the report. 

Mr. Macon objected that though the claims of 
the pctitioncrs were strong, yet they were not more 
so than those of multitudes of others. On the very 
day when we have come to a resolution to receive 
no more petitions from our fellow-citizens, we are 
going to give so large a sum at once to foreigners. 
He was aware that the Count de Grasse had done 
eminent services to America, and he felt them as 
much as any person, but still he saw no reason for 
preferring these petitioners, when there were likely 
an hundred of the officers of de Grasse, or of Ro- 
chambeau’s army, that were in this country, and 
in want, 

Mr. Dexter said, that if there ever was a case 
where it would be proper to act first, and there- 


a 
after try to find reasons for what had been done, 
this was such a case. 

The report was, on a division, agreed to by a 
great majority—sixty-one gentlemen rising in the 
affirmative. The resolution is in the following 
words : 


Resolved, That, in consideration of the extraor- 
dinary services rendered the United States by tho 
late Count de Grasse, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and cighty-one, on the urgent re- 
quest of the Commander-in-Chief of the Ameri- 
can forces, beyond the term limited for his co-ope- 
ration with the troops of the United States, there 
he allowed and paid to Amelie, Adelaide, Melanie, 
and Silvie de Grasse, daughters of the late Count 
de Grasse, respectively, the sum of one thousand 
dollars. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Ames, 
Mr. Mapisox, and Mr. Gruman, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 


Mr. Boupinor moved that the House should, 
agreeably to the order of the day, resolve itself 
into a Committce of the Whole, on the bill for or- 
ganizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia. 

Mr. Daytoy declared himself opposed to this 
motion, as it would lead to a needless waste of 
time upon a subject or system which they should 
be unable to mature in the little time which re- 
mained of the present session. He said, that no 
one was more perfectly convinced of the ineffi- 
ciency of the present system, or more zealously 
disposed to amend it than he himself was; but the 
discussion which this bill had already undergone 
was sufficient to satisfy his mind that they ought 
to postpone the decision upon a plan so new and 
important until their next meeting. He acknow- 
ledged that, in proposing this postponement, he 
was very much influenced by a belief that there 
was wanting not only time, but a proper temper 
and disposition to do justice to the subject, and to 
inquire into and remedy all the defects which had 
occurred or could be pointed out, under the exist- 
ing Militia Laws. It was easy to foresee that 
nothing effectual would be done by the present 
louse, and to procecd further would therefore be 
useless, especially as there was other busincss in 
progress, which could not be delayed without very 
great injury. He therefore moved that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill. This would super- 
sede the motion made by his colleague, and if 
successful, he should afterwards move that a suf- 
cient number of copies be printed and circulated 
for public information. The members would, by 
this means, have it in their power to learn, in the 
recess, the sentiments of their constituents, arid be 
better prepared the next winter as to this import- 
ant branch of legislation than they sccmed now 
to be. 

The question for discharging the Committce of 
the Whole was put and carried without a division; 
and, on motion, it was ordered that a thousand 
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copies should be printed and dispersed through the 
States. 
PUBLIC DEBT. 

The House went into a Committee on the bill 
making further provision for the support of Public 
Credit and for the redemption of the Public Debt. 

Mr. Hittuouse moved to strike out the first 
clause of the bill, and said, that if the provision 
contemplated in this bill for non-subscribing credi- 
tors had any, intimate connexion with a perma- 
nent and systematic plan for the reduction of the 
Publie Debt, his solicitude for the adoption of the 
latter would make him unwilling to object to the 
former; but, from a critical attention to the sub- 
ject, and the Report of the late Secretary of the 
Treasury, he cannot find that a rejection of this 
provision will at all derange the system. He 
begged leave to premise his observation with one 
remark, which was, that no member of the Com- 
mittce had a higher opinion of or greater respect 
for the talenls and integrity of the late Secretary 
of the Treasury, or more’ lamented the loss of 
them to the public than himself; that his opinion 
had always been in favor of referring to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, whose official duty it was to be 
informed, for information and plans on the subject 
of finance, and that the fund of useful information 
contained in this report was a striking proof of the 
correctness of that opinion ; but he never supposed 
himself bound to an implicit adoption of such plans 
as might be reported. It was his duty to examine 
and judge for himself. 

Consistency of conduct, and impartial jus- 
tice to all, was, in his opinion, as important for 
the preservation of our national character, as the 
punctual payment of our debts. Will not the 
adoption of this provision, which gives better-terms 
to the non-subscribing creditors than to those who 
have placed confidence in your Government and 
cheerfully complied, be partial? Will there be 
consistency in our conduct, when, but a few ses- 
sions since, we almost unanimously rejected a 
petition from one class of those creditors, and, as 
far as was possible, made a Legislative declaration 
that no better provision ought or should be made? 
And would it be honorable now, since a great pro- 
portion of these creditors, in conseqnence of the 
rejection of their petitions and despairing of better 
terms, have subscribed to your Loans, to turn im- 
mediately around, as soon as we have got them 
bound, and make a better provision for those who 
still refuse a compliance? he reasoning of the 
late Secretary of the Treasury, in favor of this 
principle, is too nice, and proves too much, and 
cannot be carried into execution. Will not these 
observations extend even to the old twenty dollar 
notes of 1775, many of which are now in posses- 
sion of persons who received them, and were com- 
pelled by law to reccive them, as gold and silver, 
in payment of their old debts. The fact is, that 
at the close of the late war, and even at the time 
of establishing the present Government, a literal 
compliance with all the then existing contracts 
and engagements, was well known and generally 
understood to be wholly impracticable. This Go- 
vernment, therefore, offered such terms as they 


thought just and equitable, and within the compass 
of thcir ability to fulfil; and, in the same act, held 
up the idea that no better provision would be made 
for non-subscribing creditors, for they were to have 
only four per cent., though their contract said six. 
Was not this more than a tacit, was it not an ex- 
plicit declaration, that no creditor ought to hesi- 
tate about subscribing, for these were the best 
terns that would be given? And whatever we 
may say about the creditor having voluntarily 
given up his claim, if we did not give an opinion 
to receive the money at the Treasury, or to sub- 
scribe the Loan, it was in a degree a forced Loan. 
This, however, throws no imputation on the Go- 
vernment, for they did all that they were bound 
in honor or justice (all circumstances considered) 
to do; and every creditor ought, and every rea- 
sonable creditor will be satisfied. And to depart 
from the terms then held out, or to give better 
terms now, would be unjust, and, in his opinion, 
lessen instead of strengthening the confidence of 
the people in the Government. In times of peace 
and prosperity, and when our resources are ample, 
there is no doubt of our having sufficient credit. 
But if reverse of fortune should throw our affairs 
into some derangement, and we should be obliged 
to come forward with new terms or propositions 
for obtaining further loans or credit, would not 
every one be disinclined to accept them, under an 
apprehension that those who hung back might 
fare better? What would have been the situation 
of the United States if all had rejected the terms? 
Would it have been in their power to make a like 
provision for the whole Debt? And is it just 
that this class of creditors should derive an advan- 
tage from the ready compliance of others? How 
would it be in the case of an individual?—and I 
believe the same rules are to be observed to pre- 
serve the honor and credit of public bodies as that 
of individuals. Would it be considred honorable 
for a merchant whose affairs by misfortune should 
become embarrassed, and he‘unable to make prompt 
payment of all his debts, to offer to his creditors to 
pay them without interest, or at a certain rate 
upon the pound; and after a great proportion of 
his creditors had subscribed to his terms, to pay 
the remainder the full amount of their debts in 
money, and that, too, when there could be no com- 
pulsory process against him? If such an individ- 
ual meant to preserve his credit and character, he 
must do equal justice to all; and so must the 
United States. There is no difficulty in doing 
this, by making provision to pay the principal of 
the unsubscribed Debt in the year 1801, when de- 
ferred stock begins to bear an interest of six per 
cent., and then to pay the arrears of interest by 
instalments, so arranged that the non-subscribing 
creditors, though they receive the nominal amount 
of their interest, yet, that at the time of receiving 
the same, the value of three per cent. stock and 
the interesi which may have been paid thereon, 
shall be equal thereto. We have passed a law this 
very session 40 open the Loan still further to non- 
subscribing creditors, and to pay a like interest to 
such as shall not subscribe, as is paid in the funded 
Debt. It is therefore unnecessary and improper 
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to do anything further on that subject at this 
session. 

Mr. Srpewick said, that the gentleman who 
made the motion, [Mr. HıLunouse,] and his friend 
Mr. Goopuve,] who had seconded il, had sub- 
mitted such reasons as neither his feelings nor his 
principles would permit him to pass in silence. 
With the latter gentleman he had the happiness 
during the arduous struggle which accompanied 
the Funding System, perfectly to concur in con- 
duct, and till now, as he had always believed, in 
the principles assumed and in the objects pro- 
posed. 

In an untricd system of Government, and igno- 
rant of the national resources, a provision for the 
Public Debt, the price of our Freedom and Indepen- 
dence, presented difficulties almost insurmountable ; 
as all who participated in the labors of that day 
would remember. It might then have been believed, 
that a provision on the precise terms of the con- 
tract, was beyond the ability of the country, and 
therefore that the Government was under no obliga- 
tion to make the attempt. This was not the foun- 
dation on which the Funding System was establish- 
cd. It might also, at that time, have been assumed 
ag a principle that the public securities purported 
an obligation greater than justice required should 
be performed; and that, therefore, a system of de- 
preciation ought in this instance to be applied, as 
in the case of the currency. Neither was the prin- 
ciple assumed. 

The Government undertook, as in honor and 
conscience bound, to perform the public engage- 
ments; or to pay for a new modification, a valua- 
ble, an honest equivalent. Unacquainted with the 
competency of the resources which were contem- 
plated, it was thought of great importance lo procure 
the consent of the creditors to lessen the quantum 
of the immediate provision. To procure it, it was 
declared that the equivalent must nòt be nominal 
only, but real. That the consent must not be com- 
pulsory, but voluntary. And it was further de- 
clared, in the very act for funding the Debt, that 
act which was intended to secure the public faith 
and the public confidence, that nothing which it 
contained should be construed to impair the obliga- 
tion of the Government to make complete provi- 
sion for the non-subscribing creditors. Hence, the 
provision which the bill contemplated, so far from 


being, as was now suggested, an infringement of 


the Funding System, was pursuing not only the 
spirit, but was in exact conformity to the stipula- 
tions and a fulfilment of the solemn engagements it 
expressed, While we were ignorant of the pro- 
ductiveness of the revenue, the Government was 
justified in paying to the new subscribing ereditors 
no greater amount than was paid to those who had 
accepted the terms which had been offered. At this 
time, while calculating on reducing the principal 
should the Committce reject the proposition before 
them, they would be without excuse; for, if the abil- 
ity of the Government was adequate toa gradual dis- 
charge of the principal, it was certainly cqual to 
fulfil its promises respecting the payment of the 
interest. 

Mr. S. said, there was no alternative but to 


make the propoxed provision, or to violate, not by 
implication, but expressly, the solemn aud pledged 
faith of the Government. Whether, independent 
of moral considerations, the saving of a few thou- 
sand dollars should be a prevailing consideration for 
embracing the disgraceful part, gentlemen would 
determine. The whole of the unsubseribed Debt 
was somewhat more than a million, the difference, 
therefore, which could be made by assuming the 
unfounded principle that the Loan was originally 
compulsory, would be a mere trifle, infinitely too 
inconsiderable for the immense sacrifice which 
must be made to obtain it. 

It was said that the subscribers would consider 
the proposed provision as au injury to them. This 
was to suppose, that they understood the promises 
of the Government to be a solemn mockery. That 
they were intended as a disguise which had proved 
too thin to hide the real intention from any. For 
himself, however, he would declare, that was he the 
proprietor of every dollar of the unsubscribed Debt, 
he would not hesitate for a moment to subscribe 
the whole, because he should prefer the stable pro- 
vision and the funds which were pledged to satisfy 
it, as in the case of the Funded Debt, to the annual 
provision which was contemplated for that which 
remained unsubscribed. But whether such an 
election would be a discreet one was of little iin- 
portance. Tt was enough that the claim of the non- 
subscribers was founded on the express engage- 
ments of the Legislature. 

A conversation ensued, during which Mr, Goop- 
Hue ayowed the principles and enforced the argu- 
ments of Mr. Hittmouvse. At Jength an cnd was 
put to the debate by Mr. Firzsimons, who said, 
that he had always held that the terms offered by 
the Funding System were intended as an honest 
equivalent—that ho belicved that a provision would 
ultimately be made for the non-subscribers, in con- 
formity to the stipulations of that act; and that he 
had the fullest confidence, that no gentleman who 
had concurred in that measure, would, on mature 
reflection, withhold his assent, But, as an act had 
passed the present session lo continue the subscrip- 
tions through the current year, of which probably 
the Secretary was ignorant when he made his ro- 
port, he was willing the measure should be post- 
poned, until it was known what effecls might be 
produced by it. He would therefore consent that 
the three first sections of the bill be struck out, 
which was done accordingly. 

Mr. Gives moved to strike out the fourth clause, 
which cmpowers the Commissioners of the Sinh- 
ing Fund, with the approbation of the PRESIDENT, 
to borrow, or cause to be borrowed from time to 
time, such sums in anticipation of the revenues 
appropriated, as they may see proper, not excced- 
ing one million of dollars in a year. Mr. G 
thought, that the present plan for discharging the 
National Debt was in reality a plan for augment- 
ing it, : 

Mr. W. Smıtu replied that there was nothing 
new in authorizing a loan under the direction of the 
PRESIDENT. 

The Committee now rose, the Chairman reported 
progress, and the House adjourned. 
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Fsıvay, February 20. 


An engrossed bill for the relief of Robert Barton 
and others was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Goopnur, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the relief of Spencer Mann 
and Frantz Jacob Foltz; which was read twice 
and ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

Mr. Aatrs, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill authorizing the payment of four thou- 
sand dollars for the use of the daughters of the late 
Count de Grasse; which was read and ordered to 
be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 


A message from the Scuate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An act to 
provide more effectually for the collection of the 
duties imposed by law on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, iinported into the United States, and on 
the tonnage of ships or vessels,” with several 
amendments; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. The Senate have also agrecd 
to the amendments proposed by this House to the 
bill, entitled “ An act to amend the act, entitled 
‘An act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States,’” with several amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

The House procceded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the amendments 
of this louse to the last mentioned bill: Where- 


upon 

“oka That this House doth agree to all the 
said amendments, with an amendment to the last 
amendment of the Senate to the first section of the 
said bill. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Vice Present being absent, the Senate 
proceeded to the choice of a President pro tempore, 
and Iexry TazewerL has been duly elected. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed hy the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An 
act to provide more effectually for the collection of 
the dutics imposed by law, on goods, wares and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, 
and on the tonnage of ships or vessels ?” Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amendments, 
be committed to Mr. Samurn Sarrm, Mr. Goopuue, 
and Mr. Bouprnor. 

The House again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill making further pro- 
vision for the support of Public Credit, and for the 
redemption of the Public Debt; and, aftcr- some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and re- 
ported progress. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Agnus M’Lean;” to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. The 
Senate have disagreed to the amendment proposed 
by this Ilouse to the last amendment of the 
Senate to the first section of the amendment of 
this House, to the bill, entitled “ An act to amend 


b 


the act, entitled ‘An act to establish the Post 
Office and Post Roads within the United States ;?” 
and desire a conference with this House on the 
subject-matter of the said amendment to the amend- 
ment; to which conference the Senate have ap- 
pointed managers on their part. 

The House proceeded to consider the message : 
‘Whereupon, f 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
conference desired by the Senate, and that Mr. 
Hartiey, Mr. Sepewtcx, and Mr. Greexup, be 
appointed managers at the same, on the part of this 
House. 


Saturpay, February 21. 


An engrossed: bill authorizing the payment of 
four thousand dollars for the use of the danghters 
of the late Count de Grasse, was read the third 
time and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Spencer Mann 
and Frantz Jacob Foltz, was read the third time 
and passed. 

A petition of Edmund Hogan, of the City of 
Philadelphia, was presented to the Jlouse and 
read, praying that he may be permitted to take and 
publish an accurate and impartial statement of 
Legislative subjects which may be submitted to 
the consideration of the House, and the debates 
thereon of the members, respectively, on the plan 
contemplated in a motion made to this Fouse on 
the twenticth day of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Wium Sumu, Mr. Sevewick, and Mr. 
Pace; that they do examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
for the relief of Agnus M'Lean,” was read twice 
and ordered to be committed to Mr. Warts, Mr. 
Swirt, and Mr. CLAIBORNE. 

Mr. lantey, from the managers appointed un 
the part of this House, to attend the conference 
with the Senate on the subject-matter of the 
amendments depending between the two Houses 
to the bill, entitled “An act to amend the act, en- 
titled ‘ An act to establish the Post Office and Post 
Roads within the United States,” made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Gines, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of James Strange, made a 
report; which was read, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole Iouse on 
Monday next. 

Mr. Samve. Sarra, from the committee to whom 
were committed the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill, entilled “ An act to provide more effectu- 
ally for the collection of the duties imposed by law, 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into 
the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels,” made a report: Whereupon, 

Ltesolved, That this TIouse doth agree to all the 
said amendments. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole louse on the bill making further 
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provision for the support of Public Credit, and for 
the redemption of the Public Debt; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and re- 
ported several amendments thereto; which were, 
severally, twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

A motion was then made, and the question be- 
ing put, further to amend the said bill, at the 
Clerk’s table, by striking out, after the word ‘‘re- 
deemed,” in the thirteenth line of the eleventh 
section, the words following, to wit: “aud shall be, 
and are hereby declared to be, vested in the said 
Commissioners, as property in trust, to be applied 
according to the provisions of the aforesaid act of 
the cighth day of May, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-two, and of this act, to 
the reimbursement and redemption of the said 
Debt, including the Loans aforesaid, until the same 
shall be fully reimbursed and redeemed :” 

Tt passed in the negative—yeas 39, nays 49, as 
follows : 

Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, George Dent, Gabriel Dn- 
vall, Benjamin Edwards, William Findley, William B. 


Giles, James Gillespie, William Barry Grove, George i 


from the Secretary at War, accompanying state- 
ments in the cases of claimants to be placed on the 
list of pensioners, which have been returned to the 
War Office by tho Judges of the District Courts 
of the United States, since the thirtieth day of 
December last; and of the additional evidence re- 
ceived furthcr to support certain claims formerly 
stated ; which were read, and ordered to be referred 
to the Committec on Claims. 


Monpay, February 23. 


An engrossed bill waking further provision for 
the support of Public Credit, and for the redemp- 
tion of the Public Debt, was read the third time, 
and a blank therein filled up. 

A memorial of sundry sugar refiners of the city 
of Philadelphia, whose names are thereunto sub- 
scribed, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that, in lieu of the two cents per pound, 
imposed by an act of the last session of Congress, 
on sugar refincd within the United States, a tax or 
duty may be laid on the pan or boiler used in re- 
fining sugars. : 

Ordered, That the said memorial do lie on the 


Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, Daniel Meister, John j table. 


Hunter, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Alexander Mebane, Andrew 
Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Anthony New, John Nicho- 
las, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, John Page, 
Francis Preston, John Smilie, 'l'homas Sprigg, ‘'homas 
Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, Paine Wingate, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beatty, 
Lemuel Benton, Elius Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, 
Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua 
Coit, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Dayton, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Samuel 
Griffin, Robert Goodloe Harper, Thomas Hartley, John 
Heath, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel 
Holten, Aaron Kitchell, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry 
Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis 
Malbone, William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, 
Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, 
Jeremiah Smith, Samuel Smith, William Smith, Zepha- 
niah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan 
Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, John Watts, 
and Richard Winn. 


The said bill being further amended at the 
Clerk’s table, was, together with the amendments, 
ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time on 
Monday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the Iouse 
that the Senate recede from their last amendment, 
disagreed to by this House, to the first amendatory 
section of the bill, entitled ‘An act to establish 
the Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States.” 

The House proceeded to consider the said mes- 
sage: Whercupon, 

fesolced, That this House doth recede from 
their amendment to the last amendment of the 
Senate to the first amendatory section of the last 
mentioned bill. 

. The Spraxer laid before the House a report 


Mr. Wituram Samo, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill for establishing offices for 
the purpose of granting lands within the Territory 
of the United States; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. Warts, from the committee to whom was 
committed the bill sent from the Senate, entitled 
“ An act for the relicf of Agnus Mclean,” reported 
that the committce had had the said bill under con- 
sideration, and made no amendment thereto: 
Whereupon, the said bill was amended at the 
Clerk’s table, and, together with the amendments, 
read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to continue in force, for a limited timc, the acts 
therein mentioned ;” to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. ' 

The said bill was rcad twice, and ordered to be 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Nicwonas, from the committee to whom 
was referred so much of the Message from the 
PRESIDENT or THE Untrev Svares, of the seven- 
teenth instant, as relates to the disposition of In- 
dian lands by the Legislature of the State of Geor- 
gia, made a report; which was read, and ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow, 

The House resolved itself into a Committce of 
tha Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom were referred the memorial of Mary S. 
Jones, and the petitions of Francis Nash, and of 
Francis Peyrinnaut, administrator of Pierre de 
Camps; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported a resolution there- 
upon; which was twice read, and agreed to by the 
House, as follows : 

Resolved, That provision be made by law, for 
the relief of the petitioners, respectively, according 
to the prayer of their several petitions. 


d 


1245 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1246 


ha 
Fesrvary, 1795.] The Mint. [H. or R. 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- | tion of the test; then six cents, as a compensation 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Dent | for refining and melting the same. 

Mr. Les, and Mr. HARTLEY, do prepare and bring | 3. Resolved, That gross bullion brought for de- 
in the same. posite and coinage to the Mint, shall not be receiv- 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of | ed in smaller quantities than two hundred ounces 
the Whole House on the report of the committee to | of silver, and twenty ounces of gold. 
whom was recommitted the report of acommittce| 4. Resolved, That the standard for silver coin, 
on the report of the Secretary of War, respecting | as now established by law be altered, and made to 
the fortifications of the United States; and, after | consist of nine equal ten parts of pure silver, and 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported | one tenth part of pure copper, being equal to ten 
that the Committee had had the said report under | ounces sixteen pennyweights of pure silver in one 
consideration, and come to a resolution thereupon ; | pound troy. 
which was twice read, and agreed to by the House, 5. Resolred, That the Parsiwenr or Tue UNITED 
as follows: Srares, be authorized to reduce the weight of the 

Resolved, That asum not excecding fifty thousand | copper coin at his discretion : Provided, Such re- 
dollars, be appropriated for the purpose of comple- | duction shall not exceed two pennyweights in cach 
ting the fortifications of certain ports and harhors | cent, and in proportion in each half cent; of which 
in the United States. he shall give notice by proclamation, and report the 

Ordered, That a bill or bills he brought in, pur- | same to the next session of Congress. 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. SAmueL | 6. Resolved, That the Treasurer of the United 
Saurx, Mr. Dearnory, Mr. Davros, Mr. Parxen, | States be authorized by law to distribute, at the 
Mr. Pickens, and Mr. Murray, do prepare and bring ! public expense, all cents received from the Trea- 
in the same. ; surer of the Mint; by sending them to some one 

A message from the Senate informed the House | bank in cach State, where any are established, and 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An | where not, to the principal collector of such State, 
act for allowing an additional compensation to the | (in proportion to the number of inhabitants of the 
Judges of the Districts of Rhode Island, and Dela- | State,) to be by them paid out for cash, to any per- 
ware ;” to which they desire the concurrence of this | son requesting the same, in sums not less than ten 
House. The Senate havc also passed the bill, en- | dollars value. 
titled “ An act to provide for calling forth the Mili- | 7. Resolved, That provision be made by law, 
tia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insur- | enabling the Director and Treasurer of the Mint 
rections, and repel invasions, and to repeal the act | to give a preference to bullion brought to the 
now in force for those purposes,” with several | Mint, already of, or above the standard of 
amendments; to which they desire the concurrence | the United States, so as not to be prevented 
of this Touse. coining and issuing the same, although bullion 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- | below the standard, and not yet refincd, may have 
ments proposed by the Senate to the last mention- | been deposited for coinage before it; any thing in 
ed bill, and the same being read, were agreed to. | any law heretofore passed to the contrary notwith- 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of | standing. 
the Whole House on the report of the committee Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
appointed to examine and report on the state of the | suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Bovpr- 
Mint, and what further measures may be necessary | Nor, Mr. TRusBoLL; and Mr. Hester, do prepare 
to render the institution more beneficial; and, after | and bring in the same. 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported | ‘The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
that the Committee had had the said report under | for allowing an additional compensation to the 
consideration, and come to several resolutions there- | Judges of the Districts of Rhode Island and Dela- 
upon ; which were severally twice read, and agreed | ware,” was read twice and committed. . 
to by the Llouse, as follows: The House resolved itself into a Committee of 

1. Hesolved, That provision be made by law for | the Whole House on the bill relative to cessions 
the appointment of a Refiner and Melter in the | of jurisdiction in places where have been, or may 
Mint of the United States, whose duty it shall be, | hereafter be, erected and fixed light-houses, bea- 
to take charge of all copper, and silver, and gold | cons, buoys, and public piers; and, aftcr some time 
bullion, delivered out by the Treasurer of the Mint, | spent therein, the Chairman reported that the 
after it has been assayed, and to reduce it into bars | Committee had had the said bill under considera- 
or ingots for the rolling mills; and then to deliver | tion, and made several amendments thereto ; which 
them to the Coiner or Treasurer, as the Director | were severally twice read, and agreed to by the 
shall judge expedient; and to do and perform all | House. 
other duties belonging to the office of Refiner and} Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
Melter, or which shall be ordered by the Director | ments, be engrossed and read the third time to- 
of the Mint. morrow. 

2. Resolred, That provision be made by law, Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
authorizing the Treasurer of the Mint to retain two | House to whom is committed the bill to amend 
cents per ounce, from every deposite of silver bul- | an act, entitled “An act laying certain duties 
lion below the standard; and four cents per ounce, | upon snuff and refined sugar,” be discharged from 
from every deposite of gold bullion below the | the consideration of the same; and that it be re- 
standard, unless the same shall require the opera- ' committed to Mr. Wiuiam Siro, Mr. Nicuo- 
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Las, Mr. Samuet Surra, Mr. Lyan, Mr. FINDLEY, 
Mr. Fırzsmons, and Mr. Manisox. 

The House resolved itself into 2 Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the relief of Jose 
Roiz Silva; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose, and reported the said bill without 
amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Report of the Sccretary 
of the Treasury, to whom was referred the petition 
of the Corporation of Rhode Island College; and, 
after some time spent thercin, the Committee rose, 
and reported progress. 


Turspay, February 24. 


An engrossed bill, relative to cessions of juris- 
diction in places where have been, or may here- 
after be, crected and fixed light-houses, beacons, 
buoys, and public piers, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relicf of Jose Roiz 
Silva was read the third time, and passed. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act 
to continue in force, for a limited time, the acts 
therein mentioned,” was read the third time, and 
ordered to be committed to Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. 
Baxowiy, and Mr. Bouprnor. 

Mr. Wituiam SMITH, from the committee to 
whom was referred the petilion of Edmund Hogan, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to be 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled * An act for allowing an additional com- 
pensation to the Judges of the Districts of Rhode 
Island and Delaware ;” and, after some time spent 
therein, the Committec rose and reported the bill 
without amendment. ‘The bill was then read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. Wititram Sua, from the committee to 
whom was recommitted the bill to amend an act 
entilded “An act laying certain duties upon snuff 
and refined sugar,” reported an amendatory bill to 
alter and amend the act entitled “ An act laying 
certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar ;” which 

ras read twice, and committed, 

Mr. Arutnouss, from the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of Samnel Weir, Re- 
presentative of the People Sonth of French Broad 
River, in behalf of himself and his constituents, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. Dent, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill for the relief of Mary S. Jones and 
others; which was read twice, and committed. 


CASE OF THOMAS PERSON AND OTHERS. 


It was moved that the House should go into con- 
sidcration of the report of the select committee to 
whom had been referred a resolution of the House 
in relation to the back lands of North Carolina. 
The following is the resolution of the select com- 
mittee: 


“ Resolved, That in case the President of the United 
States shall think proper to enter into a treaty or trea- 
tics with all or any of the Indian tribes claiming landa 
within the Territory South of the river Ohio, for the 
extinguishment of their claims to all or any of the said 
lands, the sum of dollars be, and the same 1s 
hereby, appropriated to the purpose of defraying the 
expenses of any such treaty or treaties,” 


Mr. Goopnur did not sce that the United States 
had any concern to interfere in such a purchase; it 
was private property. 

Mr. Dayton explained that the petition of Tho- 
mas Person and others comprehended only two 
millions of acres. The resolution contemplated 
twenty millions. lt will, when completed, enable 
the United States to protect the Choctaws and 
Chickasaws froin the Crecks and Cherokees, if the 
latter should happen to attack them; and that they 
will attack the Chickasaws is nol improbable, from 
assistance which the latter have given to the white 
people. Besides, the frontier will be capable of 
defence, at a much cheaper rate, in this way, than 
at present itcan be. Tt is now an irregular line. 
A peculiar circumstance, besides, will make the 
lands easy to be purchased. No Indian tribes 
reside on them. When the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts considers these things, he will not object, 
since the United States will gain eighteen millions 
of acres by the transaction. 

Mr. Goopmve admitted the reasoning as to the 
eighteen millions, but still scrupled as to the rest. 

Mr. Swirr recommended that the Indian claim 
should in the mean time be extinguished. 

Mr. McDowetz, in reply to Mr. Goopuus, said 
that if the gentleman had attended to the reason- 
ings formerly used on this subject, and which had 
occupied considerable time of the House during 
the present session, he could have been at no loss 
for understanding the propriety of this purchase 
being made by the United States. 

A committee were named to bring in a bill, in 
terms of the resolution recommended by the select 
comunittee, 


.PENNSYLVANIA INSURGENTS. 


The amendments of the Senate to the act mak- 
ing compensation to officers of Government and 
others who were sufferers by the Western Insur- 
gents, was next taken up. 

Mr. Swirr objected to the bill, as he donbted 
whether any money was really wanted. There 
was, at any rate, no evidence of it before the 
House. 

Mr. Firzstwons wondered to hear gentlemen 
talk about the want of evidence. Do we not all 
know that one person had his house, barns, and 
everything else burnt down? Let his circum- 
stances be as good as they will, he must be in want 
of assistance in the mean time, especially as there 
is little money in that part of the country. As to 
recovering the damages done, Mr. F. very much 
feared that they never would he got back, either by 
the proposed lawsuits, by subscriptions, or in any 
other way. 

Mr. Sepewice thought this a debt due by the 
rules both of prudence and of justice. 
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Mr. KITTERA also defended the expediency of 
the bill. The amendment of the Senate was 
rejected. 


SURVEY OF SOUTHERN COAST. 


The House next resalved into a Committee on 
the report of the select committee on the petition 
of Parker, Hopkins, and Miers, of Savannah, iu 
Georgia, These gentlemen had been employed 
since the 12th of July, 1791, in surveying the coasts, 
&e, of Georgia. They implored the aid of the 
Tleuse in this arduous and expensive undertaking. 
The report of the select committee recommended 
that, as the affair was of a public nature, and as 
good charts were much wanted, the sum of 
dollars should be loaned to them for the term of 
years, out of the Treasury of the United 
States, 

Mr. Gres thought there would be no end of 
such claims if the practice were once fairly begun. 

Mr. Hagrer (the new member from South 
Carolina) could give some information to the 
House ou this subject. He had a personal opporta- 
nity of examining part of the execution of this 
work, and he conecived it to be very accurate. 
Georgia supplies the best timber for ship-building 
in the United States, and in a short time the comi- 
merce of that State will be a very great object. 
IIe ‘hoped, therefore, that the House would not 
lightly reject this application. If the Constitution 
of the United States forbade the granting of money 
in this way, there was an end of it. But if eyer a 
deviation was to be made from such a rule, perhaps 
this would be one of the most proper cases. The 
scheme had hitherto been carried on at the expense 
of a few individuals, He only requested that the 
House would not lightly refuse the prayer of the 
petition, since the thing itself was of so much con- 
sequence. 

Mr. Manson would not hastily undertake to 
say that the grant of money was improper to be 
made to this affair as a publie good. He did not at 
present wish to enter into that. He considered 
a loan, however, ‘as the worst of all possible shapes 
in whieh the request conid come before the House, 
for it was impossible to say where the practice of 
lending might stop. Lf assistance was to be granted 
in this case, he did not see why the survey should 
not be extended to other parts of the Union where 
it was equally necessary. Every private under- 
taker might in this way: solicit a loan, when the 
object of his scheme was not public advantage but 
private emolument. 

Mr. Murray rejected all idea that the proposal 
was against the Constitution. Congress had sur- 
veyed the Western lands, and nobody supposed 
that beyond their authority. Why was there to be 
such a difference between land and water? 

Mr. Batpwin stated, that the individuals had 
spent all they were worth upon this undertaking, 
and all which their friends could raise, and it would 
be a great pity if it should fail in the end for the 
want of so trifling a sum as three thousand dollars, 
which was all that was wanted. He explained 
the very great necessity for such a chart. At pre- 
Bent there was none to be had that was fit for any- 
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thing. Ships often lay for weeks, and even months 
together on the coast in the most dangerous situa- 
tion, and unable to extricate themselves for want 
of charts. He adverted to the growing value of 
the commerce of Georgia, and to the remark of 
Mr. Murray as to the right of Congress to survey 
both land and water. If a loan was disagreeable, 
the Presiprxt might be desired to subscribe for a 
certain number of copies of the charts. 

Mr. S. SMITH approved much of getting good 
charts. If the Ambassador sent to Spain shall 
suceced in getting the navigation of the Mississippi 
opened, this coast of Georgia will very soon be of 
the highest importanee. 

Mr. Mapison doubted whether the State of 
Georgia was not at present more able than the 
United States to subseribe. 

Mr. Frrasmuoxs considered this as a very wrong 
time to bring in such a business, when the House 
are going to rise. lis chicf objection was to the 
mode, not the substance. He wished the matter 
withdrawn for the present, as the House had to 
proceed upon the Military Establishment. 

Mr. Dayton had no doubt of the Constitution 
empowering the House to lend the three thousand 
dollars, but did not like the mode of lending it. 
He wished that the whole coast could be surveyed. 

Mr, Parker and Mr, HARrER each read a sepa- 
rate resolution in place of that recommended by 
the committee. It was then agreed to take the 
question upon if, and it was negatived. The reso- 
lution suggested by Mr. Harrer was then read. 
But this also being found liable to many objec- 
tions, the Conmmiltee rose, and the Chairman re- 
ported that they had disagreed to the report of the 
select committee, to whom the whole was again re- 
ferred. 


MILITARY ESTABLISIIMENT. 


The House next took up, in Committee of the 
Whole, the estimates of military appropriations 
for the year 1795. and came to certain resolutions, 
which were reported to the House. The House 
took them up. 

Mr. W. Smrra moved that there should be voted 
for defraying the expense of the naval armament, 
for three months, dollars. If this motion was 
rejected, Mr. S. said, that he should take the yeas 
and nays upon it, that it might be fairly known that 
gentlemen in the House were for ubahdoning the 
naval armament altogether. 

Mr. Gers said, that he had opposed it at every 
stage as an useless expense, and an improper way 
of attempting to attain the proposed object. He 
should vote against the appropriation. 

Mr. Davron thought that Mr. W. Smitu had 
assumed an odd style. Mr. Sartu had never heard 
him backward in fitting out a naval armament, and 
yet he should vote against the present motion, for 
this plain reason, that the money had heen voted 
already. 

Mr. Firzstows did not know whether the last 
year's provision extended to this. If it does, then 
this is a useless proposition, 

Mr. Bouptnot thought that the provision did 
not extend, but that the money unappropriated - 
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was carried forward as surplus revenue, and that a 
new act was requisite to appropriate over again the 
money for the Navy. 

Mr. W. Suits did not suppose that the former 
appropriation continued in force, or he certainly 
would not have made this motion. 
refer, at any rate, to Mr, DAYTON, when he spoke 
of gentlemen being against the armament alto- 
gether. 

Mr. Darvon read the act, which, as he thought, 
made it clearly out that the money yet stands in 
reserve. IIe wished the point decided before the 
House went further. 

Mr. Sepewick recommended that this resolution 
should pass in the mean time. If the money was 
already voted, this could do no harm. 

Mr. Hittuovse wished it to be withdrawn. 

No question was taken on it, but a committee 
were appointed to bring in a bill on the resolutions 
reported, which were as follows ; 


« Resolved, That, including the appropriation of five 
hundred thousand dollara made for the Military Esta- 
blishment by an act of the present session, there be ap- 
proptiated for the said Military Establishment, a sum 
not exceeding one million four hundred and thirty-nine 
thousand four hundred and thirty-nine dollars and 
twenty-nine cents. 

“ Resolved, That, for defraying the expense of six 
months’ pay and subsistence of a detachment of militia 
employed under the command of Major General Mor- 
gan, pursuant to an act of the present session, there be 
appropriated the sum of one hundred thousand six hun- 
dred and eighty-two dollars. 

“ Resolved, That there be appropriated a sum not ex- 
ceeding ten thousand dollars for the contingent pur- 


poees of Government, and subject to the disposition of 


the President of the United States.” 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the above resolutions, and that Mr. Firz- 
srmons, Mr. Morrcomery, and Mr. Foster, do pre- 
pare and bring in the same. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act authorizing the payment of four thousand dol- 
lars for the use of the daughters of the late Count 
de Grasse, with an amendment; to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this Ilouse. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ment, and the same being read, was agreed to. 


INDIAN LANDS IN GEORGIA. 


The House next went into Committee on the 
report of the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the Message of the Presipent of the 17th 
current, respecting the disposition of Indian lands 
by the State of Georgia.’ 

The first resolution was read, and passed, with- 
out a division. It was in these words: 

“ Resolved, That it be recommended to the President 
of the United States to usc all Constitutional and legal 
means to prevent the infraction of the treaties made 
with the Indian tribes by the citizens of the United 
States, with an assurance that Congress will co-operate 
in auch other acts as will be proper for the same end.” 

The second resolution was then read. 

Mr. Trrzsimons said, he was much surprised 


He did not 


how this first resolution had got through the House 
without opposition, for it was drawn in the most 
singular terms that he had ever seen. It was no 
less than a recommendation from that House to 
the Prestpent that he would take care to do his 
duty. He hoped that there was no necessity for 
admonitions of that sort. Mr. F. was told that he 
was not in order, as the resolution had already 
passed. 
The second resolution was as follows: 


“ Resolved, That it be further recommended to the 
President of the United States not to permit treaties 
for the extinguishment of the Indian title to any lands 
to be holden at the instance of individuals or of States, 
where it shall appear that the property of such lands, 
when the Indian title shall be extinguished, will be in 
particular persons ; aud that, whenever treaties are held 
for the benefit of the United States, individuals claiming 
righls of pre-emption shall be prevented from treating 
with the Indians concerning the same ; and that, gene- 
rally, such private claims be postponed to those of the 
several States, wherever the same may be consistent 
with the welfare and defence of the United States.” 


The Committee rose, the Chairman reported 
progress, and the House adjourned. 


Wenpnespay, February 25. 


A memorial and remonstrance of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of New Flampshire was preseuted 
to the House and read, praying the interference 
and support of Congress, in favor of the judicial 
power of the State Court, against an eneroach- 
ment of the Judiciary of the United States, in re- 
versing a deerce of the Supreme Judicial Court 
of the State of New Hampshire, which was ren- 
dered in a case decided before the adoption of the 
present Constitution of Government of the United 
States. 

Ordered, That the said memorial and remon- 
strance be referred to Mr. Mapison, Mr. Murray, 
Mr. Boupryor, Mr. Carnes, Mr. GILBERT, Mr. Corr, 
and Mr. HARPER, that they do examine the matter 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 

Mr. Fitzsimons, from the committee to whom 
was committed the bill, sent from the Senate, en- 
titled “An act to continue in force, for a limited 
time, the acts therein mentioned,” made a report; 
which was read, and, together with the said bill, 
ordered to be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making further appropriations for 
the Military Establishment, and for the support 
of Government; which was read twice, aud or- 
dered to be engrossed, and read the third timo to- 
morrow. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a statement exhibiting the number of officers em- 
ployed in each State in the management of the 
revenue from stills and spirits distilled in the Unit- 
ed States; as, also, a Letter from the Commissioner 
of the Revenue, relative to compensation to the 
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The following is a copy of the third and fourth 
resolutions in this report: 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized, whenever claims under prior contracts 
may cease to exist, to obtain a cession of the State of 
Gcorgia, of their claim to the whole or any part of the 
land within the present Indian boundaries ; and that. 
dollars ought to be appropriated to enable him 
to effect the same. 

“ Resolved, That all persons who shall be assembled, or 
embodied in arms, on any lands belonging to Indians, 
out of the ordinary jurisdiction of any State, or of the 
Territory South of the river Ohio, for the purpose of 
Warring against the Indians, or committing depredations 
upon any Indian town, or persons, or property, shall 
thereby become liable and subject to the rules and ar- 
ticles of war, which are, or shall be established for the 
government of the troops of the United States,” 


After some discussion, the Committce rose; the 
Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit 
again, This was negatived—ycas 33, nays 35. 

The House then took up the resolutions, Vari- 
ous amendments were proposed ; and the last reso- 
lution, in particular, was objected to, as subjecting 
people to martial law. 

Mr. Wapswoxti said, that from a trial by jury 
he had no hopes. There never had been one in- 
stance of a white man condemned and hanged by 
white men, on the frontier, for the murder of an 
Indian, since the first landing in America. ‘There 
might be such a thing for the murder of an In- 
dian, when they lived among the whiles. That 
there ever had been such a thing, he did not know. 
He had been told by Judges, upon the frontier, 
that it was no matter what evidence of a murder 
of an Indian was brought. No jury would bring 
the criminal in guilty. It was but very lately that 
a cool and unprovoked murder had been commit- 
ted on the borders of this State upon an Indian. 
The evidence was clear. Nobody pretended to 
doubt it. The Judge gave an earnest charge to 
the jury; but all to no purpose; they found “ not 
guilty.” 

Mr. SeEnewrIcK proposed an amendment to the last 
resolution, as follows: 


said officers: which were read, and together with 
the resolution of this House of the 18th instant, 
on the subject-matter thereof, ordered to be re- 
ferred to Mr. Gies, Mr. Lemax, and Mr. SHER- 
BURNE. 

Mr. W. Smr, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making a conditional provision for 
the expenses of a treaty with certain Tndian tribes; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

A Message was received from the PRESIDENT 
OF THE Unirep SraTrs, communicating to Con- 
gress copies of a Letter from the Governor of the 
State of Georgia, and an Act of the Legislature 
thereof, “to ratify the resolution of Congress 
explanatory of the Judicial power of the United 
States.” 

The snid Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Resolved, That the Collector of the District of 
New York be authorized to allow the drawback on 
the exportation of two thousand yellow handled 
cutlasses or sugar knives, imported in the month 
of February, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four, by Brothers, Coster, and Company, 
merchants, of New York, in the ship Peggy, Zac- 
cheus Henshaw, master: Provided, The same shall 
be exported, according to law, within two years 
from the time of the importation. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 

suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Warts, 
Mr. Goopnve, and Mr. WineaTe, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 
{, A message from the Senate informed the House 
that they have passed the Dill, entitled “ An aet for 
the relief of .Spencer Mann and Frantz Jacob 
Foltz, with au amendment ;” to which they desire 
the cuncurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ment, and the same being read, was agrced to. 


INDIAN LANDS IN GEORGIA. 

The House again resolved itself into a Comumit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred so much of the Mes- 
sage from the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
of the seventeenth instant, as relates to the dispo- 
sition of Indian lands by the Legislature of the 
State of Georgia. 

Mr. Ames said, that during the time when the 
National Debt bill was under discussion, he had 
attempted to get something introduced in favor of 
the new emission money creditors, but gentlemen 
always rose en masse against any proposal that 
would tend to obstruct the progress of the bill. 
He now again urged that this affair might be taken 
into consideration. He knew he should be told of 
a standing rule of the House, that the unfinished 
business must first be taken up. ‘hese creditors 
had waited for four years without redress, and the 
rules of the House ought to give way to common 
feeling and common sense. He therefore moved 
that the rule in question should be suspended. 

The motion was negatived, and the House then 
went. into a Committee upon the second and re- 
maining resolutions in the report of the select 
committee on the Message of the PRESIDENT. 


“ Resolved, That all persons who shall be assembled, 
or embodied in arms, ou any lands belonging to Indians, 
out of the ordinary jurisdiction of any State, or of the 
Territory South of the river Ohio, for the purpose of 
warring against the Indians, or of committing depreda- 
tions against any Indian town, or persons, or property, 
shall thereby become liable and subject to be taken and 
confined by the military force of the United States, in 
such manner as to be made amenable to, and triable 
by law.” 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to Mr. Sevewtex, Mr. Maprson, and Mr. Hitt- 
HOUSE. $ 


THURSDAY, February 26. 

An engrossed bill making further appropriations 
for the Military Establishment, and for the sup- 
port of Government, was read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Beatry, from the committee appointed, pre- 
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sented a bill laying a duty on carriages for the 
conveyance of persons, and repealing the former 
act for that purpose; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. Bouprsot, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill supplementary to the act, entitled 
“An act establishing a Mint, and regulating the 
coins of the United States ;” which was read twice, 
and ordered to be engrossed, aud read the third 
time to-morrow. 

Ordered, That a committee Le appointed to bring 
in a bill to repeal the second section of the act, 
éntitled “ An act fur allowing compensation to the 
members of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, and to the officers of 
both Houses.” 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr, HEATH, 
Mr. Smki, and Mr. Macon. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the bill, sent from the Senate, 
entitled “ An act to contmue in furce, for a limited 
time, the acts therein mentioned ;” and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose, and re- 
ported. an amendment thereto; which was twice 
read, and agreed to by the House. The said bill, 
with the amendment, was then read the third time 
and passed. 

Mr. Warts, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill for extending the time relalive to 
drawbacks on the exportation of eertain military 
stores; which was read twice, and ordered to be 
engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

‘The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the relief of Mary S. Jones, 
and others; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported progress. 

On the question, that this House will, to-mor- 
row, again resolve itself into a’ Committee of the 
Whole House on the said bill? it passed in the 
negative, 

The House proceeded to consider the resolu- 

tions reported yesterday, from the Committee of 
the Whole House, on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred so much of the Message of 
the PRESIDENT or tHe Uxrrep Starrs, of the 
seventeenth instant, aa relates to the disposition 
of Indian lands by the Legislature of thosState. of 
Georgia; and the said resolutions being amended 
at the Clerk's table, were agreed to by the House, 
as follows: 
. Ast. Resolved, That Congress will co-operate 
with the Presipert or tHe Unitep States in 
giving due effect to all such Constitutional and le- 
gal means as he shall adopt and pursue to prevent 
the infraction of the treaties made with the Indian 
tribes, 

2d. Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
PRESIDENT oF THE Untrep Srares, uot to permit 
treaties for the extinguishment of the Indian title 
to any lands, to be holden at the instance of indi- 
viduals or States, where it shall appear that the 
property of such lands, when the Indian title shall 
be extinguished, will be vested in, or claimed by, 
particular persons; And that, whenever treaties 
are held for the benefit of the United States, indi- 
viduals claiming rights of pre-emption shall be 


prevented from treating with the Indians concern- 
ing the same; and that, generally, snch private 
claims be postponed to those of the several States, 
wherever the same may be consistent with the wel- 
fare and defence of the United States. 

3d. Resolved, That the PRESIDENT or THE 
Unrrep States be authorized to obtain a cession 
of the State of Georgia of their claim to the whole, 
or any part, of the land within the present Indian 
boundanes, : 

Ordered, That the first and second resolutions do 
lie on the table. 

Ordered, ‘Vhat a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the’ last resolution, and that Mr. Niciobas, 
Mr. Macoy, Mr. Murray, Mr. Freptzy, Mr. Bov- 
DINOT, Mr. Ames, and Mr. Suexpurne, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 

Mr. Sepewicx, from the committee to whom 
was referred a motion of the twenty-fifth instant, 
respecting such persons as shall be assembled, or 
embodied in arms, on any lands belonging to In- 
dians, out of the ordinary jurisdiction of any State, 
or of the Territory of the United States South of 
the river Ohio, made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to be committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow. 


FRIDAY, February 27. 


An engrossed bill supplementary to the act, en- 
titled “ An act establishing a Mint, and regulating 
the coins of the United States,” was read the third 
time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for extending the time relative 
to drawbacks on the exportation of certain military 
stores, was read the third timo, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
acl to prevent depredations on the Indians South of 
the river Ohio,” to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this [onse 

The said bill was read the first time, and oppo- 
sition being made to the same, the question was 
taken, to wit: “Shall the said bill be rejected ?” 
and resolved in the affirmative—yeas 43, nay 37, as 
follows: 


Yeas.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Thomas P. 
Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Gabriel 
Duvall, Benjamin Edwards, William B, Giles, Nicholas 
Gilman, Christopher Greenup, Samuel Griffin, William 
Barry Grove, Robert Goodloe Harper, Carter B. Harri- 
son, John Heath, Daniel Heister, William Irvine, Aaron 
Kitchell, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander 
Mebane, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph 
Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. 
Orr, John Page, Josiah Parker, Robert Rutherford, John 
Smilie, Thomas Spriggs, Zephaniah Swift, Thomas 
Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Francis Walker, and 
Joseph Winston. 

WNavs.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Benjamin Rourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Da- 
vid Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Samuel Dexter, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Fzekiel Gilbert, 
Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, 
Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, 
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Samuel Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, 
Amasa Learned, Francis Malbone, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedg- 
wick, John § Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, George 
Thatcher, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, Johu Watts, 
Paine Wingate, and Richard Winn, 

Mr. Manson, from the committee to whom was 
referred the memorial and representation of the Le- 
gislature of New Ilampshire, made a report; which 
was read, and ordered to lic on the table. 

Mr. Nicuyunas, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill lo authorize the Presiese or 
THE Unirev Sravres to obtain a cession of claim 
to certain territory; which was read twice and 
committed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanying 
a return of the exports of the United States, for one 
year, ending the thirtieth of September, onc thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four; as, also, an 
explanatory Letter to him, from the Commissioner 
of the Revenue; which were read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act relative to cessions of jurisdiction in places 
where light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public 
piers, have been, or may hereafter be, erected and 
fixed,” with several amendments; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House: the Senate 
have also passed a bill, entitled “ An act relative to 
the passing of coasting vessels between Long Isl- 
and and Rhode Island ;” to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
relative to the passing of coasting vessels between 
Long Island and Rhode Island,” was read three 
times and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
.act for the relief of William Seymour ;” the Senate 
have also passed the bill, entitled “ An act to regu- 
late the compensation of Clerks ;” to which they 
desire the concurrence of the House. The Senate 
have also agreed to a resolution “authorizing the 
exportation of arms, cannon, and military stores, 
in certain cases ;” to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act relative to cessions of jurisdiction in pla- 
ces where light-houses, beacons, buoys, and pub- 
lic piers, have been, or may hereafter be, erected 
and fixcd;” and the same being read, were agreed 
to. ` 
The bill, sent from the Senate, entitled " An act 
to regulate the compensation of Clerks,” was read 
twice and committed. 

SNUFF AND SUGAR DUTIES. 

The House then went into 4 Committee, Mr. 
Suersurne in the Chair, on the bill to alter and 
amend the act, entitled “ An act laying certain du- 
ties upon snuff and refined sugar ” 

The first section of the bill was read, and is in 
these words: 


& Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the duty of eight cents per pound, laid 
by the act of the last session, entitled ‘An act laying 
certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar,’ shall cease 
ou the last day of March, in the present year, and shall 
not thenceforth be collected; but, in lieu thereof, there 
shall be levied and collected upon all mills employed in 
the manufucture of snuff in the United States, the fol- 
lowing yearly rates and duties, to wit: For and upon 
each and every mortar contained in any mill worked by 
water, and for every pnir of mill-stones employed in the 
manufacture of snuff, —— dollars; upon every pestle 
in any mill, other than mills worked by hand, —— dol- 
lars; upon every pestle in any mill worked by hand, 
dollars; and upon every mill in which snuff is 
manufactured by stampers and grinders, dollars 
per annum.” 

Mr. Corr moved to strike out the section. 

Mr. B. Bourse seconded the motion. 

Mr. W. Suru said, that the committee had 
taken a great deal of care in learning how matters 
stood, and found, both from the manufacturers and 
officers of excise, that alterations were equally ne- 
cessary for the existence of the manufacturers and 
the revenue. If this bill was destroyed, there 
would be the utmost inconvenience to the manu- 
factnrer, and very little chance of revenue. ; 

Mr. Fitzsimons vindicated the clause. It would 
be seen at once, that the present bill simplified the 
operation exceedingly. It prevented the necessity 
for the attendance of excise men, and the swearing 
of the manufacturer. Tle did not expect to improve 
the revenue, but it would be more easily raised. 
He did not see what Mr. Bourne had feared, that 
the law would bear hard upon persons of small 
capital. Ie understood it to be rather in thcir fa- 
vor than otherwise. 

Mr. Sevawrer said, that all taxes ought to be le- 
vied with as little trouble as possible to the persons 
who pay them. Ie feared that the section before 
the Committee might produce inequalities. , The 
Committee may have been wrongly informad b 
tobacconists, and he could suppose that these. indi- 
viduals might themselves be unacquainted with the 
way in which the manufacture is carried on in other 
and distant parts of the Union. p 

Mr. Mapisox was cloarly in favor of the clause, 
as much better than the original idea, —. 

The motion of Mr. Corr, for striking out the first 
clause, was negatived by a great majority. 

The Committee went through the other clauses 
of this bill, with very little debate. It was then 
reported by the Chairman to the House. A mo- 
tion was made that it should be taken up immedi- 
ately. . ig 
Mr. Herter hoped that it would not, as there 
was an amendinent intended to be algo made in fa- 
vor of the snuff-makers. ; 

The Ilouse, however, took up the bill, which was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

A resolution from the Senate, for a partial repeal 
of the law against the exportation of arms and am- 
munition, was read and referred to a Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. W. Surra said, that he did not see the use 
of resolutions for repealing bills. It would be 
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much better to strike out the word “ resolved,” 
and insert “be it enacted.” 


INDIAN LANDS IN GEORGIA. 


The [louse then went into a Committce of the 
Whole, Mr. Snergurye in the Chair, on the report 
of the select committee lo whom had been referred 
the motion of the 25th instant, respecting such per- 
sons as shall be assembled, or embodied in arms, 
on any lands belonging to Indians, out of the ordi- 
nary jurisdiction of any State, or of the Territory 
of the United States South of the river Ohio. The 
resolutions are as follows: 


“ Resolved, That all persons who, unauthorized by 
law, may be found in arms on any lands westward of 
the lines established by treatiés with the Indian tribes, 
shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit a sum nol exceeding 
dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding 
months, 

“ Resolved, That it shall be lawful for the military 
force of the United States to apprehend every person 
or persons found in arms, as aforesaid, and him or them 
to convey to the civil authority of the United States, 
within some of the States, who shall, by such author- 
ity, be secured, to be tried in manner hereafter ex- 
pressed. 

“ Resolved, That, every person apprehended, as afore- 
said, shall be tried in manner and form as is expressed 
in and by the act, entitled ‘An act to regulate trade and 
intercourse with the Indian tribes,” 


Several amendments were proposed and agreed 
to. At last, Mr. VENABLE proposed one, which 
was, in substance, that persons should not he liable 
to the operation of the law who were in pursuit of 
Indians that had committed actual hostilities on the 
fronticr. 

Mr. Sepewicx paid many compliments to Mr. 
VENARLE, as a sound lawyer, who certainly knew 
that, by the inherent rights of nature, every man 
was to pursue and punish those who had robbed 
him. This was implied in the bill, and was a part 
of the law of nature, so that there could be no use 
for its insertion. 


Mr. Venasis, in reply, declared that he was not | 


so sound a lawyer as the gentleman supposed him 
to be. IIc was not so sound a lawyer as to dis- 
cover that there was any such implication in the 
bill as the gentleman stated. Neither was he a 
sound enough lawyer to see, that, if his amend- 
ment was really implicd in the bill, there could 
be any harm in having it expressed. At present 
he could discover no such implication. On the 
contrary, he saw very plainly, that, by the resolu- 
tion as it now stood, a man whose family had been 
murdered or carried off by the savages, might, 
while pursuing them, be stopped and sent to jail. 
Mr. V., from the admission of Mr. Sepgwick him- 
self, insisted on the propriety of adopting his amend- 
ment. 
Mr. Hiipouse objected to the permission of 
armed individuals crossing the line, upon any pre- 
` tence whatever. What use was there for expend- 
ing millions every year in defence of the frontier 
people, if they were to be at liberty to cross the 
Indian line as often as they pleased, and to do 
what was to all intents and purposes carrying on 


war? If they will fight, let us recal our forces and 
leave them to fight for themselves. Are they, for 
the stealing of a horse, or gome such thing, to cross 
the line in armed bodies, and act just as they 
please? Mr. IT. utterly denied the doctrine admit- 
ted by Mr. Sepewicx, that a man was authorized 
to chastise by his own hand those who had injured 
him. Was he to be both judge aud exccutioner in 
his own case? No such thing. 

Mr. Gregyor said, that, in coming to Congress 
every year, he was obliged to pass over territories 
belonging to Indians, and he always thought it 
necessary to carry a gun. He did not sec, by the 
resolution as it stood, why the military officers of 
the United States might not stop him, as well as 
other people. 

Mr. Moor objected to the clause, altogether. 
Tt is usual for people on the frontier to send out 
partics over the line to watch the Indians, and when 
they are coming to give notice, that the country 
may be prepared for their reception. Now, these 
people may be seized by your officers. 

Mr. Finpnry imagined it would be the best way 
to declare that there shall be no frontier. It had 
been said by Mr. Hmusuovuss, that the United States 
might withdraw their forces, and leave the frontier 
settlers to defend themselves. Did he itagine, 
that as it is, they are not kept in a perpetual state 
of alarm, of exertion, and of danger? ‘There has 
not been a harvest for many years past where the 
people have not been called off from their labors, 
and, to their very great loss, to protect the frontier. 
This resolution not to allow a pursuit, would be in- 
viting the Indians with a witness. 

Mr. Sevewick said, that this amendment, in reali- 
ty, destroyed all that had been done or intended. 
No military officer, after such an amendment, will 
run the risk of taking a man up. The prisoner 
has only to say, “ I am in pursuit of Indians,” and 
then he must be sct at liberty ; for, in the wilder- 
ness, no evidence can be had to contradict him. 
The amendment, therefore, was a coup de grace to 
the whole affair. Mr. S. said he was personally 
extremely hurt at the constant complaints of the 
inefficiency of the defence afforded on the frontier, 
which cost annually so much to Governinent. 

Mr. Brovnr thought that the best way would 
be, to let it be known that the whites were author- 
ized to pursuc the Indians into their own country, 
aud then they would stand more in awe. Hemen- 
tioned a circumstance that happened within memo- 
ry, to prove how much the Indians feared a serious 
attack, and how well they remembered a serious 
chastisement. Mr. B. stated that some Indians 
had made an incursion, and were stealing cattle be- 
longing to the Army, at a block-house. One of 
them was most deservedly shot, and the soldier had 
his pay stopped. 

Mr. Ilittnovse said, the more that he thought 
of this amendment, the more he saw its mischievous 
consequences, It went to invert all the laws that 
had been made for the protection of the Indians; 
and, instead of being a bill to protect them from 
the whiles, the resolutions would produce a bill to 
protect the whites from them. 

Mr. Smil objected to Mr. Sepewicr’s hav- 
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ing threatened that the Army of the United States 


Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to 


should be withdrawn from the frontiers. [Ue had , whom were referred the reports of the Secretary 


made some other advances against that gentleman, 
to which Mr. Sepewicx answercd not loud cnough 
to be heard; but at this last, he arose, and said 
that he would not sit still to hear himsclf thus 
quoted for affirmations of which he had never ut- 
tered a single word.] 

Mr. Frrzsimons really hoped that the House 
would not agree to this amendment. It would 
totally defeat all the effects proposed by the bill. 
Tt had been said that if a man had his family mur- 
dered, and he was in pursuit of the murderers, he 
might be stopped, by a military officer, and sent 
to jail. The answer was, that if the officer refused 
to join him in the pursuit, he would lose his com- 
mission. IIe should be sorry if those resolutions, 
which had cost so much time and labor to the 
Tiouse, were thus to be thrown away. 

The amendment was, on a division, carricd— 
yeas ät, nays 28. The Committee then rose. 


Sarurpay, February 28, 

An engrossed bill to alter and amend the act, 
entitled “An act laying certain duties upon snuff 
and refined sugar,” was read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Hnara, from the committee appointed on 
the 12th of December last, respecting the settle- 
ment of the accounts of the former Government, 
and the unpaid balances due thereon, reported a 
statement of accounts which originated under the 
late Government, and which have been settled 
since the establishment of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, to the 31st day of December, 1794; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to amend the second section of an act to erect 
a light-house on the head land of Cape Hatteras, 
and a lighted beacon on Shell Castle Tsland, in 
the harbor of Ocracock, in the State of North 
Carolina ;” to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. $ 

The said bill was read twice, and ordered to be 
committed to Mr. B. Bourne, Mr. Buounr, and 
Mr. Watts. 

The Srraxer laid before the House a Report 
froin the Secretary of War, accompanying further 
statements in the cases of claimants to be placed 
on the list of pensioners, returned to the War Of 
fice by the Judges of the District Courts of the 
United States, since his report of the 21st instant, 
and of the additional evidence received further to 
support certain claims, formerly stated; which 
were read, and ordercd to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, with instructions to report 
thereon, by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Beatty at several times had moved that 
the bill amendatory of the “act laying duties upon 
carriages for the conveyance of persons,” reported 
by him a few days since, should be taken up. The 
pressure of other more important business before 
the House prevented his motion from succceding, 
so that this bill may be expected to stand over in 
its present shape till next session. 


of War, accompanying sundry statements in the 
cases of claimants to be placed on the list of pen- 
sioners returned to the War Office by the Judges 
of the District Courts of the United States, made 
areport; which was read. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in mak- 
ing provision for the cases of the said claimants, 
respectively ; and that the Committec of Claims 
do prepare and bring in the same. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to authorize a grant of Jands to the French in- 
habitants of Galliopolis, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned ;” to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 

The said bill was read twice, and ordered to be 
committed to Mr. Swirt, Mr. Scorr, and Mr. Ve- 
NABLE. 

Mr. Srpewick, from the commiltee appointed, 
presented a bill supplementary to the act, entitled 
“An act to regulate trade and intercourse with 
the Indian tribes ;” which was read twice, amend- 
ed at the Clerk’s table, and, together with the 
amendments, ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time on Monday next. 


INDIAN TRADING HOUSES. 


Tt was moved that the House should resolve it- 
self into a Committee on the bill for establishing 
trading houses for the purpose of supplying the 
Indian nations within the territory of the United 
States. This was done accordingly, Mr. Xaser- 
BURNE in the Chair. 

Mr. Ges then moved to strike out the first 
section. 

Mr. Goopuvs wished to move that the Com- 
mittee rise; to which Mr. Gries agreed. Mr. 
Goopuur then said, that his reason for this motion 
was the inattention of members to the business 
hefore them. To attempt going through the bill 
at present was a perfect farce. He was satisfied 
that the bill would never go through this session. 
He did not, for his own part, yet know whether it 
was proper or not. 

Mr. Parxer said, that the bill had been long 
enough hefore the House for the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to have made himsclf acquainted 
with its contents and its merits. He vindicated 
the principle of the bill, as tending to conciliate 
the affections of a distressed and unhappy people, 
and as it might likewise prevent the expenses 0 
a war with them. France, Britain, and Spain, 
had adopted this policy, and fonnd the good ef- 
fects of it. He considered the bill as of the ut- 
most consequence, and, thinking so, he should use 
his utmost influence to get it passed. The ex- 
pense proposed was not great, as the affair was 
only experimental. 

Mr. Monraomeny was of the same opinion 
with the gentleman who spoke last. He thought 
that the Indians had common sense cnough not 
to quit allies who supplied them with articles 
which they wanted, till we also made some effec- 
tual establishment of that kind. The member 
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went on the same ground with the gentleman 
who spoke last. 

Mr. Boupiwor thought that the reason given hy 
Mr. Goopnaur for moving that the Committee 
shonld rise, viz: that gentlemen would not attend 
to their duty, was the worst imaginable. What 
did the House meet for at all? It was the duty of 
the Chair to compel them to mind their business. 
Mr. B. then referred to something which had been 
said by Mr. Swirt, who had been up just before 
Mr. Boupinor. Mr. B., in reply to this gentle- 
man, said, that he would not wish to press the 
bill this session if members did not think it proper. 
He was willing, if agrccable, to refer the matter 
for one year to the Prusipent. But there never 
would nor could be a complete peace till some- 
thing of this kind was donc. The Presipest him- 
self had told us as much. 

Mr. Gixes said, that the bill could not be got 
through this session. Ie was willing to take the 
question either in the first way that he had moved 
il, or in any olber. This was a most improper 
time of the session to bring it in. 

. Mr. Murray hoped that the Committee would 
seriously attend to the first clause in the bill, and 
would not rise. He felt the shortness of the time, 
but he was willing to devote to-morrow (Sunday) 
to this subject, and he trusted that the importance 
of it would give the employment a solemnity not 
inconsistent with the day. Without a bill to es- 
tablish a well-guarded intercourse with the In- 
dians, the frontier policy will be unsystematic and’ 
despicable. To complete the system, it appeared 
to him that three great objects are to be embraced: 
1st. Force to protect the frontier from Indian in- 
vasion—for this the military establishment is 
made. 2d. A regulation, by law, that shall re- 
strain the frontier people from predatory invasion 
into the Indian country, carrying law and settle- 
ment hand in hand. 3d. The establishment of 
trading houses under the influence of the two first 
parts of the system, for the purpose of conciliat- 
ing the Indians by supplying their wants, and de- 
taching their habits of trade and their affections 
from a foreign nation. With these three points 
embraced in one system, he had no doubt but their 
co-operation would produce the great object, peace 
on the frontier. Without the last, the other parts 
of the system would he totally inefficient. 

Mr. Hitiyouse said, that the Ilouse ought to 
bogin at the right end of the subject, by reversing 
the vote which the Committee passed yesterday, 
authorizing the frontier people to pass the linc in 
pursuit of the Indians as often as they pleased. 
If this was allowed, it would be impossible ever to 
keep the peace. 

On a division, shall the Committee now rise? 
it was determined in the affirmative—Yeas 35, 
nays 31. 

The question was then put by lhe Srwaxer, 
Shall the Committee have leave to sit again? It 
passed in the affrmative—Yeas 34, nays 33. 

But it was presently remarked, that some gen- 
tlemen had risen both in the yeas and nays; 
others had been without the bar. The question 
‘was, therefore, taken over again, and determined 


in the negative—Yeas 36, nays 41. 
therefore, thrown ont. 


INDIAN LANDS IN GEORGIA. 


The House proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tions and amendments thereto, reported yesterday 
from the Committee of the Whole Fonse on the 
report of the committee to whom was referred a 
motion of the 25th instant, resperting such per- 
sons as shall be assembled or embodied in arms, on 
any lands belonging to Indians out of the ordi- 
nary jurisdiction of any State, or of the territory 
of the United States South of the river Ohio: 
Whereupon, 

The first resolution being read, in the words 
following, to wil: 

“ Resolved, That all persons who, unauthorized by 
law, and with hostile intent, may be found in arms on 
any lands allo(ted or secured to the Indians by treaties 
between the United States and any Indian tribes, shall, 
on conviction thereof, forfeit a sum not exceeding 
dollars, and be imprisoned not excecding months,” 

And the amendment thereto, reported by the 
Committee of the Whole House, to add to the 
end thereof the words, ‘unless it shall be in im- 
mediate pursuit of Indians who shall have recent- 
ly committed hostilities.” 

When the question was about to be taken on it, 
Mr. VENABLE rose, and pointed out the difference 
of opinion between two gentlemen who were both 
opposed to his amendment. One of them [Mr. 
Sepewick] had maintained that, when individual 
Indians, unauthorized by the rest of their tribe, 
crossed the line and committed depredations, a 
settler was, by the law of nations, authorized to 
pursue them across the line and to retaliate, and 
that this was implied in the bill. Mr. HıLLHOUSE 
had materially differed from him, and agreed with 
Mr. Vexasre, in supposing that the person so 
pursuing across the line was punishable by the re- 
solution as it stood, without the amendment. He 
then reminded the House that this frontier line 
was perhaps fifteen hundred miles long. The In- 
dians may come over any part of it, while the ci- 
tizens of the United States are not to be allowed 
to cross it one mile in pursuit. Even a man in 
pursuit of savages who may have carried off his 
wife and children, may be stopped. The amend- 
ment he regarded as essential. Military officers 
may judge on the spot whcther such persons 
whom they mect beyond the line, in pursuit of 
Indians, are within the sense of the act or not. 

Mr. Ames denied that the resolution as it first 
stood took away the right of a ihan to pursue the 
Indians in order to recover his wife and children. 
But the amendmeut of Mr. VenagLe went to le- 
galize all those acts of violence and revenge, that, 
for a century past, have deluged the frontier with 
blood, 

Mr. Lyman vindicated the inhabitants of ihe 
frontier. lf the Indians are so unfortunate as to 
be the dupes of other nations, (viz: the Spaniards 
and British,) that is not our fault. ‘The frontier 
people, from time to time, have done every thing 
in their power to keep them in peace. 

Mr. Hininouse opposed the amendment. 


The biil is, 
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Mr. McDowr zt said, that weekly and daily mur- 
ders were committed by the Creeks in the district 
of Mero and in the Southwestern Territory. Do 
the United States avenge these murders? No. Do 
they demand back the properly carried of? No. 
Instead of any satisfaction to the people, their 
characters are abused on this Quor. The frontier 
people know that their happiness consists in peace, 
and, therefore, cultivate it as much as they can. 
Ilc took a general view of the subject, and ex- 
plained the insignificance of the posts as at present 
held by the troops of the United States for any 
purpose of protection. He noticed the inveterate 
hatred of the Indians against the whites, and their 
innate thirst of blood. 

Mr. Moors went on the same grounds. 

Mr. Gites did not like the harsh style assumed 
by some gentlemen in speaking of the frontier 
settlers. An hundred years hence these people 
would preponderate over this part of the Conti- 
nent. He represented an Atlantic part of the 
Union, but, at the same time, he would carefully 
avoid any thing that might offend the Western 
people. The first settlers in this country were, 
when they first landed, frontier settlers. For his 
own part, he believed that the war between the 
whites and the Indians would be eternal. Ie said, 
thal, from some intelligence reccived this day, 
there was reason to believe that a war with the 
Creeks might soon be expected. 

Mr. Wapswortn.—Gentlemen have a great dis- 
position to husband our little time, and I need 
not mention their manner of doing it. Tie said 
that he was willing to grant protection to the fron- 
tiers, but not to give leave, as hy the amendment 
proposed, for an eternal war. He thought it cal- 
culated to drive the gentlemen on cach side of 
this question into such opposite extremes, that 
they would never mect again upon the subject. 
Ile was willing to grant any degree of protection, 
but nothing for conquest. He said that the ances- 
tors of the people now in the Atlantic part of the 
country were once frontier people, and he believed 
them to have been neither worse nor better than 
the present settlers, who are in the same situation. 
We arc told of murders and robberies committed 
by the Indians; but the accounts of some of the 
officers employed by Government vary a little 
from this, and give room to suspect that there 
may be some error on both sides. He did not be- 
lieve that this amendment would pass; but, if it 
should do so, it would widen the difference of 
opinion in the Touse. 

Mr. Pace was for the amendment. 

Mr. Cannes could not conceive lhe reason why 
all regulations made in this House were for In- 
dians only, as if the whites were constantly the 
aggressors. He asked if the Creeks performed a 
single tittle of the treaty of New York, about 
which there had been so much parade? No. The 
only design of Indians in making a peace is to 
get presents, for these they always get. As soon 
as these are spent they commit a new set of mur- 
ders, in the hopes of another treaty, Thus they 
always have gone on, and always will go on, 
from murders to treaties, and from treaties to mur- 


ders. Mr. O. complained that a gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Murray] had some days ago 
called the frontier people semi-savages. He hoped 
that such an expression would never again be 
used in that House. As to the treaty of New 
York, he might be told that the Creeks restored a 
number of women and children. He knew that; 
but he also knew that, before they did so, the re- 
lations of those people were obliged to put their 
bands in their pockets and pay large sums for their 
redemption, as the prisoners would not have been 
delivered up in consequence of the treaty of New 
York. This bill, without the amendment of Mr. 
VENABLE, would be an encouragement to the sa- 
vages to come over the line and murder with 
impunity. 

Mr. Scorr was entirely in favor of the amend- 
ment. If the resolution passes without the amend- 
ment houses will soon be smoking and blood run- 
ning. He believed that the subject in question 
was beyond the reach of human wisdom to regu- 
late. He thought that striking out the amend- 
ment would only encourage the Indians to come 
in a body across the line. This they were never 
afraid of doing. The only thing which they feared 
was a pursuit, and this was to be effectually pre- 
vented by striking out the amendment. Was there 
ever such a thing heard of before as that, when 
the savages have carried off a man’s wife and 
children, he must not be at liberty to pursue them? 
It would be the most frightful thing imaginable 
for the House to pass a law declaring such a pur- 
suit criminal. Mr. S. could figure a case where 
the farm of a settler might come close to the In- 
dian line, and the Indians might stand on the 
other side of the line and shoot him, and his 
neighbors would not be at liberty to pursue the 
murderer. Mr. S. said, that in that part of the 
country where he resided (Washington county) 
nothing of this kind was to be feared, as the line 
was at a sufficient distance from the cultivated 
lands, but there were other places on the frontier 
of the United States where this might happen. 
He said that no Christian nation had a right to 
ask better terms than this amendment offered to 
the savages. Stay upon your own side of the 
linc and you aro safe, but, if you cross over to us, 
we shall cross over in pursuit of you. This was 
fair play. If the resolution passed without the 
amendment, Mr. S. said that the Indians would 
immediately encamp close on thcir side of the 
line, and lie in watch there for whole months 
together, till they found a safe opportunity of 
crossing. ; 

Mr. Murray said, he would make a remark or 
two on the criticism of the gentleman from 
Georgia, who had felt affected by an expression 
of his a few days since, when he called some of 
the people of the frontier “semi-savages.” Ie 
did so, and he felt the expression not inapplicable. 
He confined the import of this expression exclu- 
sively to those upon the frontier who lead an un- 
stationary life—who press forward into the deeper 
wilderness, by the new waves of advancing popu- 
lation, and live the life of savages without their 
virtues. He begged leave to call the gentleman's 


1267 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


1268 


H. oF R.] 


Indian Lands in Georgia. 


[Fepruary, 1795. 


attention to a declaration of his own last session 
to justify this expression, which he used more to 
designate a peculiar than a general character of 
the people in the region to which he applied it. 
The gentleman said, he did not value the lives of 
one hundred Indians as much as the life of one 
white man, or words to that extent. [This was 
in a debate just before the close of the last session. 
The words of Mr. Carnes were, “I would not 
give the life of one white man for that of fifty 
Indians.”]_ Mr. Murray said, he had two points 
always in his view when the frontier was a sub- 
ject in that House—protection to the frontier 
against the hostility of the Indians, aud restraint 
upon the whites to prevent the occasions of war 
against the savages. He had given every testi- 
mony to the first by supporting every measure for 
their defence; that he represented a district per- 
fectly beyond the danger of the Indians, was proof 
-that he was actuated in his votes for appropria- 
tion and force by no other motive than that which 
belonged to every man there who supported the 
great principle of Government, that the whole 
must protect the parts. He wished to see such a 
system established, combining these two points, 
as would give complete protection against the In- 
dians, and yct restrain the whites from violating 
peace. He wished to see the day when the arms 
of the Government might, without a crime, strike 
a whole tribe, if that tribe or its members waged 
war on the frontiers. But, to do this, it was ne- 
cessary to place our relative situation so as that 
justice might be secured. He wished to adopt a 
regulation like the present, to prevent our fellow- 
citizens from the gratification of private revenge, 
the source from whence so much blood is shed. 
Tn order to justify exemplary punishment on In- 
dian tribes, you must first be in a situation to re- 
strain the whites from doing injustice to them. 
You must do what all nations have done, when, 
from the general or local state of civilization, pri- 
vate war disturbs public tranquility—you must 
restrain the right of private war, by placing the 
power of vengeance out of the reach of indivi- 
duals, and in the hands of Government. Nor did 
this idea’ go at all to restrain that unalienable 
right of resistance against imminent danger, which 
was sanctioned by the law of nature. The picture 
drawn by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Scort,] with his accustomed ability and force, 
was certainly an interesting one—were an en- 
campment of Indians to be heard in the woods 
near a setllemenl, after any evidence of hostility, 
he did not doubt but the neighbors would be per- 
fectly justifiable in changing the scene of blood 
from the cottage to the camp—if the amendment 
which actually arms all the passions of revenge 
with the rights of law, be rejected, you will at- 
tain one of the great objects of frontier policy— 
the ability to restrain the right of private war, 
from ‘which public war arises as a consequence. 
The Government will, when this ability to restrain 
is complete, become responsible for the protection 
of the whites against the savages. Until that is 
accomplished, he did not believe Government 
could, either in justice or policy, expend treasure 


or use force, when uncertain of the justice of the 
eanse. He therefore hoped that the amendment 
would be rejected. 

Mr. Finpcey was for the amendment, and men- 
tioned several examples to prove the cruclty and 
perfidy of the Indians. 

The amendment itself was in these words: 
“Unless it shall be in immediate pursuit of the 
Indians who have recently committed hostilities.” 

Mr. Mapison did not think the question expli- 
cit; he, therefore, proposed another, which was to 
prevent the pursuers from coming within a certain 
number of miles of an Indian town. He was cx- 
tremely donbtful whether his amendment or any 
other would effectually answer the end proposed. 
He was convinced that no law of any kind would 
be able lo hinder people from crossing the line in 
pursuit of Indians, who might have carried off 
their families. 

Mr. Harrer said, that however little time the 
House had to spare, and however long the dis- 
cussion might have been, he could not help tres- 
passing on their patience for a short time to de- 
liver his sentiments, as he thought himself toler- 
ably acquainted with the subject. He expressly 
denied that the Indians ever committed any mur- 
der without previous provocation, The process 
is shortly this: An Indian crosses the Jine and 
steals a horse. And as long as Indians exist they 
will always steal horses. The man to whom the 
horse belonged collects as many of his neighbors 
as he thinks sufficient, pursues the Indian, and not 
contented with recovering his horse, he kills the 
thief. The Indians, who have no such sacred 
ideas of property, immediately come over the 
line, and in revenge murder a number of innocent 
people. Indian murders are not unprovoked. 
They are not of that stamp. Mr. H. considered 
the amendment of Mr. Venanim as a. source of 
endless confusion. Any man, if it passed, might 
cross the Indian line as often as he thought pro- 
per, and say that he was in pursuit of Indians with 
prisoners. I undertake, (said he,) if you will 
give me an hundred dollars, to go to the frontier 
and get a witness who will come into a Court of 
Justice and swear that on such a day ten Indians 
came over the linc in arms. Mr. H. said he was 
personally acquainted with the fronticrs. He had 
a high respect for the inhabitants, there were 
many very worthy people among them, but like- 
wise many others of a very different kind. This 
amendment will set open a door to all sorts of 
fraud and mischief. Mr. II. honored the senti- 
ments of patriotism that gave rise to it, but he 
could not possibly agree to the propriety of its 
insertion. 

Mr. Warre, the member from the Southwestern 
Territory, said, that he had to complain of the 
slaughter of near four hundred citizens under the 
auspices of your Government. IIe felt himself 
much affected, and as to the doctrine of Indian 
killing, only in retaliation, he denied it altogether. 
The love of blood was hereditary in then. When 
the gentleman says that with an hundred dollars 
in his pocket, he can find ten men on the jronticrs— 
[Mr. Harrer explained, that he only said he could 


1269 


Ferruary, 1795.] 


‘HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Public Debt. 


1270 
[H. or R. 


find a witness.]+; Well, (said Mr. W.) if the gen- 
tleman did not mcan a reficction on the frontiers, 
he meant nothing at all. I know not how well 
the gentleman‘may be practised in the arts of sub- 
ornation, but I myself know of no such man. (Mr. 
HARPER—I expected the yentlemun would con- 
fine himself to a decent answer.] Mr. W. pro- 
ceeded to observe that no man acquainted with 
the frontiers would have made any such assertion 
as the gentleman had donc. He was likewise ex- 
tremely surprised at the gentleman from Maryland, 
for having persisted in affirming that many of the 
frontier people were semi-savages. 

The yeas and nays were now taken on the 
amendment, which was lost by a majority of 7— 
yeas 39, nays 46, as follows: 


Yrag—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Raldwin, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, 
Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, William J. Daw- 
son, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Gabriel Duvall, 
Benjamin Edwards, William Findley, Cristopher 
Greenup, William B. Grove, George Hancock, Carter 
B. Larrison, John Heath, William Irvine, Matthew 
Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, Joseph Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander Mcbane, William Montgomery, 
Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, 
Anthony New, Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Thomas 
Scott, John Smilie, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis Wal- 
ker, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 
sNarys—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, 
Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Henry 
Dearborn, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin 
Goodhue, James Gordon, Robert Goodloe Harper, James 
Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel Holten, John 
Hunter, Aaron Kitchell, John Wilkes Kittera, Amasa 
Learned, James Madison, Francis Malbone, William 
Vans Murray, Nathaniel Niles, Andrew Pickens, Theo- 
dare Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, 
Israel Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, John Watts, Benjamin Wil- 
liams, and Paine Wingate. 


Mr. GILES, who had been in the House during 
the whole debate, had gone out just before the 
question was put, and returning immediately after 
the names had been called, asked leave to vote. 
The rule of the House was read by the SPEAKER, 
which is, that no member shall vote who was not 
present at putting of the question. Mr. G. on this 
account was not allowed to vote. 

Mr. Carnes then moved to amend the said re- 
solution by adding to tho end thereof the follow- 
ing words: 

“ Unless it shall be in continuation of a pursuit to a 
distance not exceeding miles beyond the line of 
the particular Indians who shall have recently commit 
ted murder, or may be carrying off captives or plunder.” 


It was resolved in the affirmative. 

The said resolution, as amended, was then again 
read, and agreed to by the House. as follows : 

Ltesolved, That all persons who, unauthorized 
by law, and with hostile intent, may be found in 


arms on any lands allotted or secured to the In- 
diaus by treaties between the United States and 
auy Indian tribes, shall, on conviction thereof, 
forfeit a sum not exceeding dollars, und be 
imprisoned not exceeding months, unless 
it shall be in coutinuation of a pursuit to a dis- 
tance not exceeding miles beyond the line 
of the particular Indians who shall have recently 
committed murder, or may be carrying off cap- 
tives or plunder. 

The second resolution being again read, and 
amended, was, on the question put thereupon, 
agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That it shall be lawful for the mili- 
tary force of the United States to apprehend every 
person or persons found in arms as aforesaid, and 
him or them to convey to the civil authority of 
the United States within some one of the States, 
who shall, by such authority, be secured to be tried 
in manner and form as is provided in and by the 
act, entitled “ An act to regulate trade and inter- 
course with the Indian tribes:” Provided, That 
no person shall be confined, after his arrest, and 
before his removal, more than days. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Sepe- 
wick, Mr. MADISON, and Mr. HILLUOUSE, do pre- 
pare and bring in the same. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


A message from the Senate informed the Tfonse 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled An 
act making furtber provision for the support of 
Public Credit, and for the redemption of the Pub- 
lic Debt,” with amendments; to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendments; and the samo being read, 

A motion was made to strike out the section 
proposing an additional half per ecntum to the 
holders of the Forcign Debt, if they should sub- 
scribe the same to the Domestic Debt, so as to 
make the principal and interest payable at the 
Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. HEISTER observed, that he should vote for 
striking out that section; that doing so would not 
derange the other parts of the bill, as every other 
provision in it would be complete: without this 
section. He was anxious to have it stricken out, 
because he couceiyed it was making a most impor- 
tant change in the system of our Debt, a change 
which, if by experience we should find injurious, it 
would be out of our power to remedy. He con- 
fessed there was an inconvenience and expense in 
remitting such large sums as the interest of our 
Foreign Debt and instalments to Europe; but 
asked, if that inconvenience would be remedied hy 
paying at the Treasury of the United States, and 
whether subscribing it here really made it Domes- 
tie Debt? Ifitdid, he should think it well worth 
half a per centum in addition to the present rate 
of interest; but that, he said, would not be the 
case; the money was still owned in Europe, and 
must go there, remit it who will, and therefore he 
conceived that the effect of the proposcd alteration 
in the Debt would be no other than this: that 
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instead of the United States remitting upon the 
best possible terms they can, a private concern in 
Europe would be enabled to remit as they pleascd, 
and for which they would be well paid; for one- 
half per cent. added to the present interest, is, 
according to the different loans, from ten to twelve- 
and-a-lalf per cent. on the gross sums to be remit- 
ted; and that in times of peace they might remit 
specie at an expense of two-and-a-half per cent., 
and make a profit of from seven to ten per cent. 
Why, said he, cannot our own ‘l'reasury Depart- 
ment make this remittance, and save the differ- 
ence, when it may be convenient to ship money, 
and that of this we ought always to be able to 
judge ourselves ? 

He did not, however, dread this as the greatest 
evil; he found a greater to both the agricultural 
and mercantile interests of the country. 

It was, he said, well known that a single concern 
(he meant the Willinks, Van Staphorsts, &c., mer- 
chants of Amsterdam) were the directors of the 
chief of our loans in Europe, and that the interest 
they had to receive upon the Foreign Dcbt alone 
amounted to between five and six hundred thou- 
sand dollars annually; and that besides this they 
were the directors of very large purchases made, 
and perhaps still making, of our Domestic Debt, 
which they had organized, and now conducted in 
the nature of a bank, so that we could not in either 
case, expect the subscriptions of individual holders 
of our Debt, and that consequently this would be 
no inducement for them to remove here. Tf, there- 
fore, that Debt was subscribed at all, it would be 
by these directors. He believed that the command 
of such enormous sums‘of moncy to be received 
by a single house annually from this country, 
would be dangerous to our trade; for, by the bare 
dread of our bunks and moneyed institutions where 
the public money is kept, that these sums might be 
drawn out for exportation, they would be obliged 
to narrow thcir discounts, so as very much to re- 
strain our exporters in their purchases and prices. 
He confessed he did not believe it would injure 
the Middlo States, whose produce would find a 
market in the West Indies, as well as in Jiurope, 
as much as it would those States whose rice and 
tobacco solely depended on the European markct, 
and was more au object for remittance. For if 
tho agcuts of those gentlemen should make a point 
of keeping down the price of the articles they 
wanted to purchase, thut might be effected by 
drawing largely on the Treasury, so as to produce 
a scarcity of cash at the time of their coming to 
market. This, he believed himself, might be ex- 

ected from people who do everythiug by calcu- 
ation. For, as the interest is to be paid to the 
individual money-lendcr in Holland but once a 
year, and by this plan it is to be paid here quarter- 
yearly, the remittance may be made to the dircct- 
ors in good time, either in specie, produce, or bills, 
at the pleasure of the receivers; that, although it 
might cost the Treasury, as had been stated, near 
ten per cent, to remit bills, it ought to be consid- 
ered that when the merchant sells his bills high, 


seller of the produce: that these reasons induced 
him to hope the motion to strike out the section 
would prevail. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

After some discussion, the amendments were 
agreed to, with an additional amendment upon 
those of the Senate. i 


INTERCOURSE WITH FOREIGN NATIONS. 


The following confidential Message was re- 
ccived from the PRESIDENT oF THE Uxirep 
STATES : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


In my first communication to Congress, during their 
present session, I gave them reason to expect that “ cer- 
tain circumstances of our intercourse with foreign na- 
tions” would be transmitted to them. There waa, at 
that time, every assurance for believing that some of the 
most important of our foreign affairs would have been 
concluded, and others considerably matured, before they 
should rise. But, notwithstanding I have waited until 
this moment, it has so happened that, either from causes 
unknown to me, or from events which could not be con- 
trolled, I am yet unable to execute my original inten- 
tion. That I may, however, fulfil the expectation given, 
as far as the actual situation of things will in my judg- 
ment permit, 1 now, in confidence, lay before Congress 
the following general statement, 

Our Minister near the French Republic has urged 
compensation for the injuries which our commerce has 
sustained froin captures by!’rench cruisers, from the non- 
fulfilment of the contracts of the agents of the Republic 
with our citizens, and from the embargo at Tordeaus: 
Hce had also pressed an allowance for the money voted 
by Congress, for rclioving the inhabitants of St. Domin- 
go. It affords me the highest pleasure to inform Con- 
gress that perfect: harmony reigns between the two 
Republics, and that those claims are in a train of being 
discussed with candor, and of being amicably adjusted. 

So much of our relation to.Great Britain may depend 
upon the result of our late negotiations in London, that, 
until that result shallarrive, I cannot undertake to make 
any communication upon this subject. 

After the negotiation with Spain had been long de- 
pending, unusual and unexpected embarrassments were 
raised to interrupt its progress, But the Commissioner 
of His Catholic Majesty, near the United States, having 
declared to the Secretary of State, that if a particular 
accommodation should be made in the conducting of 
the business, no further delay would ensue, I thought 
proper, under all circumstances, to send lo Tis Catholic 
Majesty, an Envoy Extraodinary, especially charged 
to bring to a conclusion the discussions which have been 
formerly announced to Congress. 

The friendship of Her Most Faithful Majesty has been 
often manifested in checking the passage of the Algerine 
corsairs into the Atlantic Ocean. She hasalso furnished 
occasional convoys to the vessels of the United States, 
even when hound to other ports than her own, We 
may therefore promise ourselves, that ss, in the ordi- 
nary course of things, few causes can exist for dissatis- 
faction between the United States and Portugal, so the 
temper with which accidental difficulties will be met 
on each side, will speedily remove them. 

Between the Executive of the United States and the 


it enters into the prieg of the articles he purchases, | Government of the United Netherlands, but little inter- 
so that what is lost to the Treasury is got by the | course has taken place during the last year. It may be 
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acceptable to Congress to learn that our credit in Hol- 
land is represented as standing upon the most respect- 
able fvoting. 

Upon the death of the late Emperor of Murocco an 
agent was despatched to reuew, with his successor, the 
treaty which the United States had made with Aim. The 
agent unfortunately dicd, after he had reached Europe, 
in the prosecution of his mission. But, until lately, it 
was impossible to determine, with any degree of proba- 
bility, who of the competitors for that empire would be 
ultimately fixed in the supreme power. Although the 
measures which have been since adopted, for the re- 
newal of the treaty, have been obstructed by the dis- 
turbed situation of Amsterdam, there are good grounds 


for presuming, as yet, upon the pacific disposition of | 


the Emperor in fact, towards the United States, and 
that the past miscarriage will be shortly remedied. 
Congresa are already acquainted with the failure of 
the Loan attempted in Holland, for the relief of our un- 
happy fellow-citizens in Algiers. This subject, than 
which none deserves a more affectionate zeal, has con- 
stantly commanded my best exertions. Iam happy, 
therefore, in being able to say, that, from the last au- 
thentic accounts, the Dey was disposed to treat for a 
peace and ransom, aud that both would, in all proba- 
bility, Dave been accomplished, had we not been disap- 
pointed in the means, Nothing which depends upon 
the Hxecutive shall be left undone, for carrying into 
immediate effect the supplementary act of Congress. 
G. WASHINGTON, 
Umren Starrs, February 28, 1795. 


The Message was read, and ordered to lie for 
consideration. 


Monpay, March 2. 


An engrossed bill supplementary to the act, en- 
titled “ An act to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes,” was read the third time, 
amended, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, disa- 
greeing to the amendment of the Mouse of Repre- 
sentatives, on the bill for the support of Public 
Credit and the redemption of the Public Debt. 
The Senate receded from their own amendments 
at the same time, so that the bill stands as it was 
originally agreed to. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, pre- 
sented, according to order, a bill authorizing and 
directing the Secretary of War to placo certain per- 
sons, therein named on the pension list; which was 
read twice, and ordered to be engrossed and read 
the third time to-day. 

Mr. Bessamtn Bourne, from the Committee to 
whom was committed the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act to amend the second section of 
the act for erecting a lighted beacon on Shellcastle 
Island, in the harbor of Ocracock, in the State of 
North Carolina,” made a report, which was read. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said bill be rejected. 

The House then went into a Committee on the 
bill authorizing the Presipenr to obtain the cession 
of certain lands in the State of Georgia. 

After the bill had been partly read, it was ob- 
served by Mr. BLounr, that this was not the one 
which had been moved for. The bill which had 


been wanted was then taken up, and it was that, 
“making conditional provision for the expenses of 
a treaty with certain Indian tribes.” This was lhe 
bill respecting the back lands of South Carolina. 
It was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Spraker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, enclosing extracts of 
letters and documents from Major General Wayne, 
and from James Seagrove, agent of Indian affairs 
for the Creck nation; which were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Tracy from the Committce of Claims, to 
whom were referred sundry reports of the Secre- 
tary of War, accompanying statements in the cases 
of claimants to be placed on the list of pensioners, 
returned to the War Office by the Judges of the 
District Courts of the United States, made a re- 
port; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Giles, from the committee to whom were 
referred the Letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the twenty-fifth ultimo, enclosing a 
statement exhibiting the number of officers em- 
ployed in the managementjof the revenue from 
stills and spirits distilled within the United States; 
as also a Letter from the Commissioner of the Re- 
venue on the subject of compensation to the said 
officers, made a report; which was read. Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That. the Secretary of the Treasury 
he directed to lay before the next Congress.such a 
statement of the internal revenues as will ascer- 
tain, with precision, the nett product thereof, and 
the expense of collection; and that he also report a 
list of all the officers employed in that service, and 
the compensations allowed to each of them. 

The Ifouse resolved itsclf into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the resolution sent from the 
Senate, authorizing the exportation of arrns, can- 
non, and military stores, in certain cases ; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committce rose, and 
reported the said resolution, with an amendment ; 
which was twice read, and agrced to by the House. 
The said resolution, with the amendment, was then 
read the third lime and passed. 

Tho following Message was reccived from the 
PRESIDENT OF Tue UNITED STATES: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

of the House of Representatives : 

It appears, from mformation which I have lately re- 
ceived, that 1t may be probably necessary to the more 
successful conduct of our affairs on the coast of Bar- 
bary, that one Consul should reside in Morocco, an- 
other in Algiers, and a third iu Tunis or Tripoli, As 
no appointment for these offices will be accepted with- 
out sume emolument annexed, I submit to the consider- 
ation of Congress whether it may not be advisable to 
authorize a etipend to be allowed to two Consuls for 
that coast in addition to the one already existing. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srates, March 2, 1795. 

The said Message was read, and ordered to be 
referred to Mr. Sepewica, Mr. Boupinor, and Mr. 
Parker; that they do examine the matter thercof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 
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The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act to regulate the compensation of 
clerks ;” and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported the bill with an 
amendment; which was twice read, and agreed to 
by the House. The said bill, with the amendment, 
was then read the third time and passed. 

A Message was reccived from the PRESIDENT 
or THE Unirep States, with copics of a Letter 
from the Governor of the State of Delaware, and 
of an Act, enclosed, “ declaring the assent of that 
State to an amendment therein mentioned to the 
Constitution of the United States.” The said 
Message and papers were read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the ITouse 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act for continuing and regulating the Mililary 
Establishment of the United States, and for repeal- 
ing sundry acts heretofore passed on that subject,” 
with sundry amendments; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments, and the same being read were agreed to. 

The Speaxer laid before the House a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 
panying his account of receipts and expenditures 
for the War Department, from the first day of 
September to the thirty-first day of December, 
one thousand seven hundred and nincty-four, in- 
ee which were read, and ordercd to lie on the 
table, 

Mr. Sepewicx, from the Committee to whom 
was referred the Message from the PRESIDENT oF 
tar Unrrep Staves of this day respecting the ap- 
pointment of Consuls, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act for the more effectual recovery of debts due 
from individuals to the United States,” with several 
amendments ; to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. The Senate have disagreed to the 
amendment proposed by this House to the resolu- 
tion “authorizing the exportation of arms, cannon, 
and military stores in certain cases.” 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act for the more effectual recovery of debts 
due from individuals to the United States,” and the 
same being read, were agreed to. 

An engrossed bill laying duties on carriages for 
the conveyance of persons, and repealing the former 
act for that purpose, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

Ordered, That the Lelter and report from the 
Secretary of War of the twenty-eighth ultimo ac- 
companying a further statement in the cases of 
claimants to be placed on the list of pensioners, 
which lay on the table, be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

Mr. Swirt, from the committee to whom was 
committed the bill sent from the Senate, entitled 
“ An act to authorize a grant of lands to the French 
inhabitants of Galliopolis, and for other purposes 


ject. 


therein mentioned,” reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and 
made no amendment thereto. The bill was read 
the third time, and passed. 


DUTY ON CARRIAGES. 


The House next went into a Committee on the 
bill for repealing the act laying duties on carriages 
for persons. 

Mr. Boupinor proposed, as an amendment, that 
no carriage should be taxed that is not worth 
twenty-five dollars. 

Mr. Firzsmoxs was against introducing amend- 
ments in the present situation of the House, when, 
if a gentleman really had objections to a bill, he 
cannot be heard. Ile did not like to leave it to the 
discretion of collectors, who, perhaps, never saw a 
carriage before, to put a value upon one. Te wish- 
ed the matter to sland as it is for the present, till 
there can be further experience. This amendment 
was rejected, 

The Committee then rose and reported; and the 
House went through the bill, which was ordered to 
be engrossed, for a third reading. 


INTERCOURSE WITH THE INDIANS. 


Mr. Frrzsistons brought in and read a resolution, 
that the Present be authorized to buy goods, 
this season, for supporting an intercourse with the 
Indians. 

Letters were then called for and read, from Ge- 
neral Wayne, and from Mr. Seagrove, agent, among 
the Creek Indians. The latter, in strong terms, re- 
commended that something of this kind should be 
done. It was observed in one of his letters that 
Spaniards do everything in their power to stir up 
the Indians to mischief. 

Mr. Monreomery hoped that so much would be 
done as might serve to put the matter on a foot- 
ing of experiment. He wished that the Presipenr 
might be trusted in the meantime with it, and then 
the next Congress will be better able to judge. If 
the Indians go to the British to buy goods, they 
will still be under British influence. It is as clear 
as a sunbeam that the establishinent of a trade 
must be the foundation of amity. A bill was or- 
dered to be brought in. 


EXPORTATION OF ARMS. 


The Honse proceeded to consider their amend- 
ment disagreed to hy the Senate to the resolution 
authorizing the exportation of arms, cannon, and 
military stores in certain cases connected with the 
commorcial interesis of the United States, and for 
public purposes only. There was added a proviso, 
that there should be none sent to the Dominions or 
Yerritorics of any of the European powers now at 
war. 

Mr. Dayron moved to strike out this proviso. 

Mr. Sepewicx thought that it was a proper one, 
but he was not at liberty to speak fully on this sub- 
Te feared that if this proviso was not insert- 
ed, the IIouse might be involved in a quarrel with 
some of the belligerent Powers. 

Mr. Giles thought that the proviso would put 
the House into a situation laughable enough. The 
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law that prohibits the exportation of arms expires 
in June next. Now, if it is necessary to put this 
proviso into the present bill, for fear of offending 
foreign nations, it will also be necessary to prolong 
that act, or otherwise it may be still said that we 
violate the neutrality. There is no design of pro- 
longing the act, and for that reason it is needless to 
insert the proviso. 

Mr. Mapison was of opinion, with his colleague, 
(Mr. Gitzs,j that the proviso would “narrow our 
national rights.” Besides, even the passing of the 
proviso is worth nothing, for we may send mili- 
tary stores to Hamburg, and from thence they 
may be transported to any of the nations at war. 

Mr. GoopHvue saw this matter in a particular 
light. ‘This exportation was Governmental, and, if 
a man-of-war meets this vessel, the proviso will pre- 
vent any jealousy. 

A motion for striking it out was carried—Ayes 
35, noes 80. 

The Committee then rose, and reported, 
question on the amendment was put. 

Mr. B. Bourne hoped that this amendment 
would not be agreed to. It might have serious 
consequences. 

Mr. Senewicr.—If the amendment itself has any 
meaning, it is authorizing the Present to send 
military stores to nations at war. 

Mr. Gries did not sce the use of so much deli- 
cacy. ‘Tho military stores are for a nation that is 
actually at war, and that, as Mr. G. believed, al- 
ways will be at war, 

The amendment was carried, It was then 
moved to strike out the word “resolved,” and to 
put into its place, “be it enacted.” This was 
agreed to. The resolution was thus turned into a 
bill. 

Mr. Harrer again moved to get into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, on the report of the select com- 
mittee as to surveying tho coasts, 

The motion was negatived. 


INVALID PENSION BILL. 


The bill empowering the Secretary of War to 
place certain persons therein named on the invalid 
pension list, was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Cuntstie was against the immediate passing 
of this bill, as he could not be certain, from want of 
time to examine it, whether all the persons named 
in it, were entitled to a pension. 

Mr. Tracy noticed that he had sat up late for 
several nights in order to bring it to a completion ; 
and was anxious that it should pass. He men- 
tioned this attention not to claim any merit from 
having done his duty, but to show that the bill 
had really been considered. It was mentioned by 
another member, that some invalids, who were 
highly meritorious, had been omitted, and that, 
therefore, it would be better to defer the bill till 
next session, when these might be included. 

Mr. Frrazsiuons said, that not to pass this bill 
would be the greatest disgrace that ever befell the 
House. The poor people had waited year after 
year, and at last, when it was ready to pass, their 
claims were postponed for another nine months 
certain, and nobody could tell how much longer. 


The 


And then, upon a motion made and seconded, 
the House adjourned until seven o'clock P. M. 


Seven o’ctocx, P. M., Monpay, March 2. 


Mr. Dearnorn, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of the merchants and marin- 
ers of Wiscasset, in the State of Massachusetts, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, notify- 
ing that they had receded from their amendment, 
as to the bill for the exportation of arms. 

A message from the Senate informed the Ilouse 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act to alter and amend the act entitled ‘ An act lay- 
ing certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar,’ ” 
with several amendments; to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments, and the same being read, were agreed to. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act for the more general promulgation of the laws 
of the United States,” with several amendments; 
to which they desire tho concurrence of this 
House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
monts, and, the same being read, were agreed to, 


CESSION OF GEORGIA LANDS. 


Tt was then moved that the House should go into 
a Committee, on the bill to authorize the Presinent 
to obtain the cession of certain Territories in Geor- 
gia, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Sepewicx moved that the Jouse rise and 
report the bill. 

Mr. Frrzstmons wanted to know the meaning of 
the words in the bill, “ by purchase, or otherwise.” 
If the Presipent ig to buy the right from the State 
of Georgia to the lands which they claim, we onght 
to make provision for it. What is the meaning of 
the words ? 

Mr. Swirr said, that this bill for the Georgia 
lands was an unlimited thing. No man had a 
higher opinion than himself of the Presinent, but 
it was improper to grant such extensive powers. 
The House think the State of Georgia wrong in 
having claimed this land. It will be still more 
extraordinary in us to propose to buy what they 
have not a right to sell. We ought to declare at 
once, that the lands belong to the United States, 
and not to give any such indefinite power which 
might offend our constituents. He was ready to 
allow the Georgians payment of any expense which 
they might have been at in defending it from the 
Indians, and nothing else. 

Mr. Ames imagined that it would requiro a 
wheelbarrow load of documents and papers to de- 
termine whether these lands were the property of 
the State of Georgia, or not. In the last night but 
one of a session, there was not time for entering 
into the discussion of the right. He thought it 
would be good policy to agree to the resolution 
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There was, however, an interim danger of persons 
who claim the lands going and taking them by 
force, and thus bringing the United States into 
another war ten times more bloody than the pre- 
sent. He should deplore the disappointment, if 
the bill did not pass. 

Mr. Senewicx had an amendment which was 
for empowering the Presipenrr to give dollars 
for the cession. 

Mr. Hareer imagined that to fill up the blank, 
would be attended with insuperable difficulties. 
It would be much better to let it stand as it was. 
To fix the price before you attempt to make the 
bargain, is quite wrong. We have not informa- 
tion sufficient to know what sum it will be pru- 
dent to give. We cannot at this time, appoint a 
committee to inquire. He advised to refer il to 
the Scerctary of the Treasury to report to next 
Congress. The fixing a price would be destroy- 
ing the responsibility of the Executive. He might 
shelter himnsclf under a vote of the House as hav- 
ing fixed the sum. Ie was satisfied that the Ex- 
ecutive has abundauce of reasons for trying to 
make the bargain as cheaply as he can, but this 
. resolution would destroy the principle of respon- 
sibility. We had been told that the Georgians 
have not a right to these lands, and therefore that 
it was improper to attempt a purchase from them. 
In the second place, that, if we had acquired such 
a right, it would be useless, because we have too 
much land already. With regard to the former, 
Mr. H. went into a long historical detail to prove 
that Georgia actually has a right to the lands in 
question. Ie wished that the land did belong to 
the United States, and wished that it might be 
bought. We are not to suppose this a mere vision- 
ary claim. It is a legal claim, and extends over 
thirty millions of acres of the finest lands in the 
world, and most admirably situated both for com- 
merce and emigration. It might, every foot of it, 
be made worth half a dollar, or a dollar, per acre. 
Its settlement would tend to open the navigation of 
the Mississippi. These thirty millions of acres 
bave been sold to certain adventuring companics, at 
five hundred thousand dollars. If the purchasers 
themselves had completed their rights, he would 
advise the repurchase from them. 

Mr, Dayton liked the amendment better than the 
original resolution. He proposed an amendment 
which was not distinctly heard. He was sensible 
of the value of time. The Senate are waiting for 
the resolution of this House. He said that, in this 
bill, there had been omitted a tract of land, forty 
miles square, formerly purchased from the Natchez, 
He feared that this affair might involve the States 
in a war with the Creeks, the most formidable tribe 
of the Indians. 

Mr. Szpewrcx said, that his amendment had been 
amended. We understood that it now included the 
tract of forty miles square, purchased from the 
Natchez. 

Mr. McDowett hoped that the bill would not 
pass at all. It was a subject of so much intricacy 
that it could not be discussed at present. Ile did 
not think that it would be very honorable in the 
Government, if the sale was actually completed, 


to embarrass the pnrebasers of the lands, till they 
should be forced to give up their right. : 

Mr. Frvprey liked the resolution better without 
the amendment. 

A member recommended not fixing any sum, but 
striking it out of the amendment. If the sum iy 
too low, we shall not get the land. If too high, we 
may be sure that the State of Georgia will not part 
with it for one farthing less than the whole sum 
mentioned in the bill. No gentleman can, at pre- 
sent, guess what the land is worth. 

Mr. Buupinor was for limiting the surn. 

My. Kitrera requested that the question might 
be taken. 

Mr. McDowest moved that the Committee rise, 
as they had not sufficient information for proceed- 
ing. The motion was negatived. 

The amendment of dollars was finally re- 
jected. The bill was reported to the Tlouse with 
amendments—agrced to, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 

The ycas and nays were then taken, and stood— 
yeas 41, nays 24, as follows: 

Yras.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Lemuel Benton, Thomas P. Carnes, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, William J. Dawson, George Dent, 
Samuel Dexter, Gabriel Duvall, William Findley, Tho- 
mas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James 
Gordon, Daniel Heister, William Lindman, Samuel 
Holten, John Hunter, William Irvine, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Amasa Learned, Matthew Locke, Francis Mal- 
bone, Andrew Moore, William Vans Murray, John 
Page, Andrew Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, John $. 
Sherburne, John Smilie. Jeremiah Smith. William 
Smith, Thomas Sprigg, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peleg Wads- 
worth, and John Watts, 

Nays—Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Lambert 
Cadwalader, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Joshua 

voit, Jonathan Dayton, Christopher Greenup, William 

B. Grove, Carter B. Harvison, Robert Goodloe Harper, 
James Iillhouse, Aaron Kitehell, William Lyman, Na 
thaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, 
Alexandcr Mebane, Nathaniel Niles, Tsracl Smith, Ze- 
phaniah Swift, Thomas Tredwell, Paine Wingate, and 
Joseph Winston, 


PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS. 


The House then went into a Cornmittee on the 
petition of Edmund Hogan, and the report of the 
select committee was read. 

Mr. W. Ssa said, that the mere promulgation 
of the laws was not sufficient. It was proper that 
the speeches also should be printed. Something 
in this way had been attempled by the printers of 
newspapers in this city. Mr, S. had neither incli- 
nation nor occasion to cast reflections on any of the 
persons appointed to take the debates. But there 
had been considerable discontents in various parts 
of the Union on this account, from misrepresenta- 
tions contained in the newspapers. ‘There was a 
strong necessity for more accuracy. The state- 
ments had been extremely incorrect. 

Mr. Dexter followed on the same ground. He 
said that the newspapers contained a torrent of 
abuse and misrepresentation, as to what passed in 
the House. 
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Mr. Eltttaouse observed, that it would be tri- 
fling to direct any person skilled in stenography to 
apply to the Secretary of State, for the Seeretary 
Was not empowered to make any agreement with 
him; and after persons had put themselves to, per- 
haps, a great deal of tronble in applying, the House 
would, very likely, next session, refuse the scheme. 
It was wrong, therefore, to publish any invitation, 
till an establishment was actually made. 

Mr. Crarsoryr said, that this would be an en 
eyelnpedie of printing—a thing, of which the 
House never would see an end. To this it was 
answercd, that, as to the expense, the House might 
make themselves easy, for the printers of newspa- 
pers would be glad to get them to print by way of 
news, 

Mr. GILBERT proposed, as an amendment, that 
the repor cr should finish his debates every even- 
ing, and lay them before the House next morning ; 
and that after the Clerk had read the minutes, the 
Tlouse should go into a Committee to correct the 
manuscript of the reporter. 

The report as it stood was agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of Stale be re- 
quested to receive proposals from any person or 
persons skilled in the art of stenography, or capa- 
ble of reportiug debates with accuracy, and to re- 
port the same to this House, at the commence- 
ment of the next session, with his observations 
and opinion respecting the qualification of the said 
Person or persons for the said duty, to the end that 
this House may be enabled to appoint one or more 
persons as officers of the House, for the valuable 
purpose above mentioned. 

The Committee rose, and on a division of the 
Iouse, there were—Ayes 28, noes 26. 

The House then, at half past ten in the evening, 
adjourned till ‘Tuesday. 


Tursbay, March 3.\! 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the act, entitled * An act es- 
tablishing a Mint, and regulating the coins of the 
United States?” with several amendments; to 
which they desire the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agreed to. - 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom were yesterday referred a Letter and Re- 
port from the Secretary of War, of the twenty- 
eighth ultimo, accompanying a further statement in 
the cases of claimants to be placed on the list of 
pensioners, made a report; which was read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the report 
made yesterday by the Committee of Claims, to 
whom were referred sundry reports from the Se- 
eretary of War, accompanying statements in the 
eases of claimants to be placed on the list of pen- 
sioners; and the said report being amended, was 
agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the return of invalid pensioners 
from the District of New Hampshire, by Samuel 
Tenney, William Parker, junior, and Ephraim 
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Robinson, under a commission from John Sullivan, 
late Judge of the said District, which contains only 
an abstract of the testimony, be returned by the 
Secretary of War to the District Judge of New 
Hampshire, for the purpose of giving an epportu- 
nity to return the testimony respecting the invalids 
contained in the said report, according to the requi- 
sitions of law. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Sceretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report to the House of Representa- 
tives, at the next session, a tariff of duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, proportioned to the rates of duties 
now imposed by law, with his opinion on such other 
matters as may be necessary for the improvement 
of the revenue arising from impost and from dis- 
tilled spirits and stills, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the Dill, entitled “ An 
act making provision for the purposes of treaty and 
of trade with the Indians,” with sundry amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agreed to, 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House ou the State of the Union, to whom was re- 
ferred so much of the Message from the PRESI- 
DENT OF THE Unitep STATES, of the seventeenth 
ultimo, as relates to the communieations from the 
Governor of the Territory of the United States 
South of the river Ohio, be discharged from the 
consideration of the same,:and that it be recom- 
mitted to Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. Manson, and Mr. 
Brounr. 

A message from the Nenate informed the House 
that the Senate have postponed to the next session ` 
of Congress, the consideration of the bill, entitled 
“An act authorizing and directing the Secretary 
of War to place certain persons therein nained on 
the pension list,” The Senate have agreed to a 
resolution “relative to the title to certain lands 
situate in the Southwestern parts of the United 
States ;” to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

‘The House proceeded to consider the snid reso- 
lution, and, the same being read, as follows: 


“ Resolned, hy the Senate and House of Representatines 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States be, and hereby 
is, requested to give directions to the Attorney Gene- 
ral to collect, digest, and report to the Senate, the char- 
ters, treaties, and other documents, relative to, and ex- 
planatory of, the tide to the land situate in the South- 
weatern parts of the United States, and claimed by cer- 
tain companies, under a Jaw of the State of Georgia, 
passed the seventh day of January last, namely : a 
tract of land claimed by James Gunn, Matthew McAl- 
lister, and George Walker, and their associates ; also, a 
tract of land claimed by Nicholas Long, Thontas Olas- 
cock, Ambrose Gordon, and Thomas Cumming, and 
their associates ; also, a tract of land claimed by John 
B. Scott, John C. Nightingale, and Wade Hampton, 
aud their associates; and. also, a tract of huil claimed 
by Zachariah Cox aud Matthias Maher, and their asso- 
ciates,” , 
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A motion was made and seconded, to amend 
the said resolution, by striking out, in the fifth 
line, the word “ Senate,” and inserting, in licu 
thereof, the words “ next Congress.” And on the 
question thereupon, it was resolved in the affirm- 
ative. 

The said resolution, as amended, was again read, 
and agreed to by the House. 


REVISION OF THE LAWS. 


Mr. Dexter laid a resolution on the table nearly 
in the following words: 


“Resolved, That a committee be appointed to con- 
sider and report on the propriety of revising the laws 
of the United States, inflicting capital and other infa- 
mous punishments, and of repealing the same in cer- 
tain cases,” 


Mr. D. said, that he laid the resolution on the 
table, hoping that gentlemen would consider the 
subject as important cnough to command some 
share of their attention during the recess. That 
the existing laws were so severe as to give impu- 
nity to some crimes in the Eastern States, thal 
grand jurors would reluctantly present offenders, 
and even jurors on trial often acquit them impro- 
perly; that he had known a single instance in 
which an offender despised a trial from a confi- 
dence that no evidence could induce the jury to 
convict him, Mr. D. further observed, that he had 
long been convinced, that the present punish- 
meuts were introduced when the rights of men 
were little understood, and less regarded; that 
they were unjust and barbarous in principle, and 
mischievous in practice, as it is not dificult to 
show that they have a direct tendency to produce 
the very crimes they are intended to prevent; and 
that justice, humanity, and even policy, call loudly 
for a reform. If reasoning should be distrusted, 
at least facts and actual experiment ought to con- 
vince: That such facts had long existed both in 
Europe and America, as to place it beyond doubt, 
that savage laws will always make a savage peo- 
ple; that the change of things in Portugal, and 
particularly in Lisbon, which had lately taken 
place, was another proof in addition to many 
others; that the danger of assassination and rob- 
bery there had been well known, that the abolition 
of sanguinary punishments there lately had abol- 
ished the crimes ; and that he had been informed by 
a most respectable gentleman just arrived from 
there that the midnight traveller is now as safe in 
Lisbon as in Philadelphia. 

Mr. D. was not unacquainted with the fears of 
some very good men, that mitigating punishments 
would produce an inundation of crimes, especially 
in large cities; but he said experience had shown 
that no such danger existed; the best citizens of 
Portugal had objected from similar fears, but they 
had happily discovered that such fears were ground- 
less. A Legislature ought to dare to do right, and 
trust events to Heaven. Moral good cannot pro- 
duce natural evil as its ordinary fruit. 

Mr. D. concluded by observing, that if he should 
not be a member of the next Congress, he hoped 


some gentleman would think the subject important 
enough to be attended to—at least he should have 
done his duty—and the resolution would show the 
opinion of one of the sovereign people, that the 
criminal code ought to be amended, and he doubted 
not that the future servants of the public would 
pay due respect to it. 

Ordered, That the Transylvania Company, com- 
monly called Richard JIenderson and Company, 
who presented a memorial to this House on the 
sixth day of January last, have leave to withdraw 
the same. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate 
to inform them that this House, having completed 
the business before them, are now about to adjourn 
without day; aud that the Clerk of this House do 
go with the said message. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have appointed a committee, on 
their part, jointly, with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of this House, to wait on 
the PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES, and in- 
form him that Congress is ready to adjourn with- 
out day, unless he may have any further commu- 
nications to make to them. 

The House procecded to consider the said mes- 
sage: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
resolution of the Senate for the appointment of a 
Joint Committee of the two Houses, to wait on 
the Presipenr or THe Uniren Staves, and in- 
form him of the intended recess of Congress; and 
that Mr. Bovvinot, Mr. Sepewicx, and Mr. Trum- 
BULL, be of the committee appointed on the part of 
this House. 

On a motion made and seconded, 


“That the thanks of this House be presented to 
Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, in testimony of their 
approbation of his conduct in discharging the arduous 
and important duties assigned him while in the Chair.” 


Tt was resolved unanimously: Whereupon, Mr. 
SPEAKER made his acknowledgments to the House 
in manner following : 


“ GENTLEMEN: J feel myself highly honored by this 
distinguished mark of your approbation of my eonduct 
in the station yon were pleased to assign unto me; and 
although I am conscious that my ‘feeble efforts do not 
merit so preciousa reward, yet permit me to assure you 
that it has made a lasting impression on my mind, and 
I shall ever esteem it with the most unfeigned satis- 
faction. 

“ Geutlemen, I sincerely thank you ; may every hap- 
piness attend you; may you long continue to enjoy the 
confidence of your fellow-citizens ; and may you meet 
with their just applause of having deserved well of 
your country.” 


Mr. Bovupuor, from the Joint Committee ap- 
pointed to wait on the PRESIDENT or THe UNITED 
States and inform him of the intended recess of 
Congress, reported that the Committee had per- 
formed that service, and that the PRESIDENT sig- 
nified to them that he had no further communica- 
tion to make during the present session: Where- 
upon, Mr. Speaker adjourned the House sine die. 


APPENDIX 


TO THE HISTORY OF THE THIRD CONGRESS, 


COMPRISING THE MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS ORIGINATING DURING PHAT CON- 
GRESS, AND THE PUBLIC AUTS PASSED BY IT.. ‘ 


PROCLAMATION OF NEUTRALITY. 


By rue Preswwenr or tne Unirep States oF 
AMERICA, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas it appears, that a state of war exists 
between Austria, Prussia, Sardinia, Great Britain, 
and the United Netherlands, on the one part; and 
France, on the other; and the duty and interest 
of the United States require, that they should with 
sincerity and good faith adopt and pursue a con- 
duct friendly and impartial towards the belligerent 
Powers: 

I have, therefore, thought fit, by these presents, 
to declare the disposition of the United States to 
observe the conduct aforesaid, towards those Pow- 
era respectively ; and to exhort and warn the citi- 
zens of the United States carefully to avoid all acts 
and proceedings whatsoever, which may in any 
manner tend to contravene such disposition. 

And I do hereby also make known, that whoso- 
ever of the citizens of the United States shall ren- 
der himself liable to punishment or forfeiture un- 
der the Law of Nations by committing, aiding, or 
abetting, hostilities against any of the said Powers; 
or by carrying to any of them those artieles which 
are deemed contraband by the modern usage of Na- 
tions, will not receive the protection of the United 
States, against such punishment or forfeiture; and 
further, that I have given instructions to those 
officers to whom it belongs, to cause prosecutions 
to be instituted against all persons who shall, with- 
in the cognizance of the Courts of the United 
Slates, violate the Law of Nations, with respect to 
the Powers at war, or any of them. 

In testimony whereof, E have caused the seal of 
the United States of America to be affixed to these 
presents, and signed the same with my hand. 

Done at the City of Philadelphia, 22d day of 
April, 1793, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the seventeenth. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

By the President: ` 

T. JEFFERSON. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COLLECTORS OF THE 
CUSTOMS. 


PuiLapeLPHIA, August 4, 1793, 


Sır :—It appearing that repeated contraventions 
of our neutrality have taken place in the ports of 
the United States, without having been discovered 
in time for prevenlion or remedy, I have it in com- 
mand from the President to address to the Collec- 
tors of the respective districts a particular instruc- 
tion on the subject. 

Tt is expected that the Officers of the Customs 
in each district will, in the course of their official 
functions, have a vigilant eye upon whatever may 
be passing within the ports, harbors, creeks, inlets, 
and waters, of such districts, of a nature to contra- 
vene the laws of neutrality, and, upon diseovery of 
any thing of the kind, will give immediate notice to 
the Governor of the State, and to the attorney of 
the judicial district comprehending the district of 
the customs within which any such contravention 
may happen. 

To assist the judgment of the officers on this 
head, I transtnit herewith a schedule of rules con- 
cerning sundry particulars which have been adopt- 
ed by the President, as deductions from the laws 
of neutrality, established and received among na- 
tions. Whatever shall be contrary to these rules 
will, of course, be to be notified as above men- 
tioned. 

There are some other points which, pursuant to 
our treaties, and the deterinination of the Executive, 
I ought to notice to you. 

Tf any vessel of either of the Powers at war with 
France should bring or send within your district a 
prize made of the subjects, people, or property of 
France, it is immediately to be notified to the 
Governor of the State, in order that measures may 
be taken, pursuant to the 17th article of our treaty 
with France, to oblige such vessel and her prize, or 
such prize, when sent in without the capturing 
vessel, to depart. 

No privateer of any of the Powers at war with 
France, coming within a district of the United 
States, can, by the 22d article of our treaty with 
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France, enjoy any other privilege than that of 
purchasiny such victuals as shall be necessary 
For her going to the next port of the Prince or 
State from which she has her commission. If she 
should do any thing beside this, it is immediately 
to be reported to the Governor, and the attorney 
of the district, You will observe, by the rules 
transmitted, that the term privateer is understood 
not to extend to vessels armed for merchandise and 
war, commonly called with us letters of marque, 
nor, of course, to yessels of war in the immediate 
service of the Government of cither of the Powers 
at war. 

No armed vessel which has been or shall be 
originally fitted out in any port of the United 
Slates, by either of the parties at war, is henceforth 
to have an asylum in any district of the United 
States. If any such armed vessel shall appear 
within your district, she is immediately to be no- 
tified to the Governor, and attorney of the district, 
which is also to be done in respect to any prize that 
such armed vessel shall bring or send in. At foot 
is a list of such armed vessels of the above descrip- 
tion as have hitherto come to the knowledge of the 
Executive. 

The purchasing within, and exporting from the 
United States, by way of merchandize, articles 
commonly called contraband, being generally war- 
like instruments and military stores, is free to all 
the partics at war, and is not to be interfered 
with, If our own citizens undertake to carry 
them to any of those parties, they will be aban- 
doned to tho penalties which the laws of war au- 
thorize. 

You will bo particularly careful to observe, and 
to notify as directed in oth 
any citizen of the United States who shall be found 
in the servico of either of the partics at war, 


In case any vessel shall be found in the act of 


contravening any of the rules or principles which 
are the ground of this instruction, she is to be re- 
fused a clearance until she shall have complicd 
with what the Governor shall have decided in refer- 
ence to her. Care, however, is to be taken in this, 
not unnecessarily or unreasonably to embarrass 
trade, or to vex any of the partics concerned. 

In order that contruventiona may be the better 
ascertained, it is desired that the officer who shall 
first go on board any vessel arriving within your 
district, shall make an accurate survey of her 
then condition as to military equipment, to be 
forthwith reported to you; and thal, prior to her 
clearance, a like survey be made, that any trans- 
gression of tho rules Jaid down may be ascer- 
tained. 

But, as the propriety of any such inspection of a 
vessel of war in the immediate service of the Gov- 
ernment of a foreign nation is not without question 
in reference to the usage of nations, no attempt is 
to be made to inspect any such vessel, tìll further 
order on the point. 

The President desires me to signify to you his 
most particular expectation, that the instruction 
confained in this letter will be executed with the 
greatest vigilance, care, activity, and impartiality. 
Omissions will tend to expose the Government to 


er instances, the case of 


injurious impulations and suspicions, and propot- 
tionably to commit the good faith and peace of the 
country—-objects of too much importance not to 
engage every proper exertion of your zcal. 
With consideration, I am, sir, &e. 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 

1. The original arming and equipping of vessels 
in the ports of the United States, by any of the 
belligerent parties, for military service, offensive or 
defensive, is deemed unlawful. 

2. Equipments of merchant vessels, by either of 
the belligerent parties, in the ports of the United 
States, purely for the accommodation of them as 
such, is deemed lawful. 

3. Equipments in the ports of the United States, 
of vessels of war in the immediate service of the 
Government of any of the belligerent partics, 
which, if done to other vessels, would be of a 
doubtful nature, as being applicable either to com- 
merce or war, are deemed lawful; except those 
which shal] have made prize of the subjects, peo- 
ple, or property of France, coming with their prizes 
into the ports of the United States, pursuant to the 
17th article of our treaty of amity and commerce 
with France. 

4, Equipments in the ports of the United States, 
by any of the parties at war with France, of vessels 
fitted for merchandise and war, whether with or 
without commissions, which are doubtful in their 
nature as being applicable either to commerce or 
war, are deemed Jawful; except those which shall 
have made prize, &e. 

5. Equipments of any of the vessels of France, 
in the ports of the United States, which are doubt- 
ful in their nature as being applicable to commerce 
or war, are deemed lawful. 

6. Equipments of every kind, in the ports of the 
United States, of privateers of the Powers at war 
with France, are deemed unlawful. 

7, Equipments of vessels in the ports of the 
United States, which are of a nature solely adapted 
to war, are deemed unlawful; except those stranded 
or wrecked, as mentioned iu the 18th article of our 
treaty with France, the 16th of our treaty with the 
United Netherlands, the 9th of our treaty with 
Prussia; and, except those mentioned in the 19th 
article of our treaty with Franee, the 17th of our 
treaty with the United Netherlands, the 181h of our 
treaty with Prussia. 

8. Vessels of either of the parties, not armed, 
or armed previous to their coming into the ports 
of the United States, which shall not have in- 
fringed any of the foregoing rules, may lawfully 
engage or enlist therein their own subjects or citi- 
zens, not being inhabitants of the United States ; 
except privateers of the Powers at war with France, 
and except those vessels which shall have made 
prize, &c. 


Report of the Secretary of State, on the Privileges 
and Restrictions on the Commerce of the United 
States in Foreign Countries. 


PHILADELPHIA, Dee. 16, 1793. 


Sir: According to the pleasure of the House of 
Representatives, expressed in their resolution of 
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February 23, 1791, I now lay before them a Re- 
port on the Privileges and Restrictions on the 
Commeree of the United States in Foreign Coun- 
trics. In order to keep the subject within those 
bounds, which T supposed to be under the contem- 
plation of the louse, I have restrained my state- 
ments to those countries only, with which we 
carry on a commerce of some importance, and to 
those articles also of our produce, which are of 
sensible weight in the scale of our exports; and 
even these articles are sometimes grouped to- 
gether, according to the degree of favor or restric- 
tion with which they are received in each coun- 
try, and that degree expressed in general terms, 
without detailing the exact duty levied on each 
article. 

To have gone fully into these minutiz, would 
have been to copy the tariffs and books of rates 
of the different countries, and to have hidden un- 
der a mass of detail, these general and important 
truths, the extraction of which in a simple form, 
I conceived, would best answer the inquiries of 
the House, by condensing material information 
within those limits of time and attention which 
this portion of their duties may justly claim. 
The plan, indeed, of minute details, would have 
becn impracticable with some countries for want of 
information. 

Since preparing this Report, which was put into 
its present form, in time to have been given in to 
the last session of Congress, alterations of the 
conditions of our commerce with some foreign 
nations have taken place, some of them indepen- 
dent of the war, some arising out of it. France 
has proposed to entor into a new treaty of com- 
merce with us on liberal principles; and has, in 
the meantime, relaxed some of the restraints men- 
tioned in the report. Spain has by an ordinance 
of June last, established New Orleans, Pensacola, 
and St. Augustine, into free ports, for the vessels 
of friendly nations having treatics of commerce 
with her, provided they touch for a permit at Cor- 
cubion in Gallicia, or at Alicant ; and our rice is 
by the same ordinance excluded from that country. 
The circumstances of the war have necessarily 
given us freer access to the West India islands, 
whilst they have also drawn on our navigation 
vexations and depredations of the most serious 
nature. 

To have endeavored to describe all these would 
have been as impracticable as useless, since the 
scenes would have been shifting while under de- 
scription. I therefore think it best to leave the 
report as ib was formed, being adapted to a particu- 
lar point of lime, when things were in their settled 
order, that is to say, to the Summer of 1792. 

I have the honor to be, with the most profound 
respect, sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, TH. JEFFERSON. 
To the Lon. the Srzaxer of the House of 

Representatives of the United States of America. 


The Secretary or State, to whom was referred by the 
House of Representatives the Report of a Committee 
on the written Message of the President of the United 


States, of the 14th of February, 1791, with instruc- 

tion to report to Congress the nature and extent of 

the Privileges and Restrictions of the Commercial 

Intercourse of the United States with Foreign Na- 

tions, and the measures which he should think proper 

to be adopted, for the improvement of the Commerce 
and Navigation of the same, has had the same under 
consideration, and thereupon wakes the following 

Report: 

The countries with which the United States 
have their chief commercial intercourse are, Spain, 
Portugal, France, Great Britain, the United Nether- 
lands, Denmark, and Sweden, and their American 
possessions; and the articles of export which con- 
stitute the basis of that commerce, with their res- 


pective amounts, are— 
Breadstuff, that is to say, bread-grains, 


meals, and bread, to the annual 

amount of - - - = -$7,649,887 
Tobacco - - - - - = 4,849,567 
Rice - - = * = - + 1,753,796 
Wood - = = = - + 1,263,534 
Salted fish - - - + 941,696 
Pot and pearlash —- - - -= 889,098 
Salted meats - - - - - 599,130 
Indigo -= - = = 537,3879 
Horsesand mules - - - += 889,758 
Whale oil - os - - + 252,591 
Flaxseed - =- - - + 286,072 
Tar, pitch, and turpentine - - - 217,177 
Live provisions - - - - - 187,743 
Ships - - - - - oo 
Foreign goods - - - - = 620,274 


To descend to articles of smallor value than 
these, would lead into a minuteness of detail nei- 
ther necessary nor useful to the present object. 

The proportions of our exports, which go to the 
nations before mentioned, and to their dominions, 
respectively, are as follows: 


To Spain and its dominions - = $2,005,907 
To Portugal and its dominions - - 1,283,462 
To France and its dominions - - 4,698,735 
To Great Britain and its dominions - 9,363,416 
To the United Netherlands and their i 
dominions - - - - - 1,963,880 
To Denmark and its dominions - - 224,415 
To Sweden and its dominions = - - 47,240 


Our imports from the same countries are— 


To Spain and its dominions - - $835,110 
To Portugal and its dominions - - 595,768 
To France and its dominions - - 2,068,348 


To Great Britain and its dominions —- 15,285,428 
To the United Netherlands and their 


dominions - - - + 1,172,692 
To Denmark and its dominions - - 351,394 
To Sweden and its dominions -  - 14,325 


These imports consist mostly of articles on 
which industry has been exhausted. 

Our navigation depending on the same com- 
merce will appear by the following statement of 
the tonnage of our own vesscls entering in our 
ports, from those several nations, and their posses- 
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sions, in one year, that is to say, from October, 
1789, to September, 1790, inclusive, as follows: 


Tons. 
Spain # ocho Me ok Ad o 19696 
Portugal - - > - - - 23,576 
France - - - - - - 119,410 
Great Britain - - - - - 48,580 
United Netherlands - - - - 58,858 
Denmark - Z - - - - 14,655 
Sweden - á- - - - - 750 


Of our commercial objects, SPAIN reccives fa- 
vorably our bread-stuff, salted fish, wood, ships, 
tar, pitch, and turpentine. On our meals, however, 
as well as on those of other forcign countries, when 
re-exported to their colonies, they have lately im- 
posed duties of from half a dollar to two dollars 
the barrel, the duties being so proportioned to the 
current price of their own flour, as that both to- 
gether are to make the constant sum of nine dollars 
per barrel. 

They do not discourage our rice, pot and pearl 
ash, salted provisions, or whale oil; but these ar- 
ticles being in small demand at their markets, are 
carried thither but in a small degree. Their de- 
mand for rice, however, is increasing. Neither 
tobacco nor indigo are received there. Our com- 
merce is permitted with their Canary islands under 
the same conditions. 

Themselves and their colonies are the actual con- 
sumers of what they receive from us, 

Our navigation is free with the kingdom of 
Spain—foreign goods being received there in our 
ships on the same conditions as if carried in their 
own, or in the vessels of the country of which such 
goods are the manufacture or produce. 

PORTUGAL receives favorably our grain and 
bread, salted fish and other salted provisions. 

For flaxseed, pot, and pear! ash, though not dis- 
couraged, there is little demand. 

Our ships pay twenty per cent. on being sold to 
their subjects, and are then free bottoms. 

Foreign goods (except those of the East Indies) 
are received on the same footing in our vessels as 
in their own, or any others; that is to say, on 
general duties of from twenty to twenty-eight per 
cent., and, consequently, our navigation is unob- 
structed by them. Tobacco, rice, and meals, are 
prohibited. 

Themselves and their colonies consume what 
they reccive from us. i 

These regulations extend to the Azores, Ma- 
deira, and the Cape de Verd Islands, except, that 
in these, meals and rice are received freely. 

FRANCE receives favorably our breadstuff, rice, 
wood, pot, and pearl ashes? 

A duly of five sous the quintal, or nearly four 
and an half cents, is paid on our tar, pitch, and 
turpentine. Our whale oils pay six livres the 
quintal, and are the only foreign whale oils admit- 
ted. Our indigo pays five livres the quintal ; their 
own two and a half; but a difference of quality, 
still more than a difference of duty, prevents its 
seeking that market. 

Salted beef is received freely for re-exportation ; 
but if for home consumption, it pays five livres 


the quintal. Other salted provisions pay that duty 
in all cases, and salted fish is made lately to pay 
the prohibitory one of twenty livres the quintal. 

Our ships are free to carry thither all foreign 
goods, which may be carried in their own or any 
other vessels, except tobaccoes not of our own 
growth; and they participate with theirs the cx- 
clusive carriage of our whale oils and tobaccoes. 

During their former Government our tobacco 
was under a monopoly, but paid no duties; and 
our ships were frecly sold in their ports and con- 
verted into national bottoms. The first National 
Assembly took from our ships this privilege. 
They emancipated tobacco from its monopoly, but 
subjected it to duties of eighteen livres and fifteen 
sous the quintal, carried in their own vessels, and 
twenly-five livres, carried in ours—a difference 
more than equal to the freight of the article. 

They and their colonies consume what they re- 
ceive from us. 

GREAT BRITAIN receives our pot and pearl 
ashes free, while those of other nations pay a duty 
of two shillings and three pence the quintal. There 
is an equal distinction in favor of our bar iron— 
of which article, however, we do not produce 
enough for our own use. Woods are free from us, 
whilst they pay some smal! duty from other coun- 
tries. Indigo and flaxseed are free from all coun- 
tries. Our tar and pitch pay 11d. sterling the 
barrel. From other alien countries they pay about 
a penny and a third more. 

Our tobacco, for their own consumption, pays 
1s. 3d. sterling the pound, custom and excise, be- 
sides heavy expenses of collection. And rice, in 
the same case, pays Ts. 4d. sterling the hundred 
weight; which, rendering it too dear as an article 
of common food, it is consequently used in very 
small quantity. 

Our salted fish, and other salted provisions, ex- 
cept bacon, are prohibited. Bacon and whale oils 
are under prohibitory duties; so are our grains, 
meals, and bread, as to internal consumption, un- 
less in times of such scarcity as may raise the 
price of wheal to 50s. sterling the quarter, and 
other grains and meals in proportion. 

Our ships, though purchased and navigated by 
their own subjects, are not permitted to be used 
even in their trade with us. 

While the vessels of other nations are secured 
by standing laws, which cannot be altered but by 
the concurrent will of the three branches of the 
British Legislature, in carrying thither any pro- 
duce or manufacture of the country to which they 
belong, which may be lawfully carried in any ves- 
sels, ours, with the same prohibition of what is 
foreign, are further prohibited by a standing law 
(12 Car. 2, 18, § 3) from carrying thither all and 
any of our domestic productions and manufac- 
tures. A subsequent act, indeed, has authorized 
their Executive to permit the carriage of our own 
productions in our own bottoms at its sole discre- 
tion; and the permission has been given froin year 
to year by proclamation, but subject every mo- 
ment to be withdrawn on that single will; in 
which event, our vessels having any thing on 
board, stand interdicted from the entry of all 


1293 APPENDIX. 1294 


Commercial Privileges and Restrictions. 


British ports. The disadvantage of a tenure which | here. They lay such as amount. to prohibitions on 
may be so suddenly discontinued, was experienced | our indigo and corn. 
by our merchants on a late occasion,* when an of SWEDEN reccives favorably onr grains and 
ficial notification that this law would be strictly en- | meals, salted provisions, indigo and whale oil. 
forced, gave them just apprehensions for the fate | They subject our rice to duties of sixteen mills 
of their vessels and cargoes despatched or destined | the pound weight, carried in their own vessels, 
to the ports of Great Britain. The Minister of that and of forty per cent. additional on that, or 22 4-10 
Court, indeed, frankly expressed his personal con- mills, carried in ours, or any others. Being thus 
viction that the words of the Order went farther | rendered too dear as an article of common food, 
than was intended, and so he afterwards officially little of it is consumed with them. They consume 
informed us; but the cimbarrassments of the mmo- | some of our tobaccocs, which they take circuitous- 
ment were real and great, and the possibility of ly through Great Britain, levying heavy dutics on 
their renewal lays our commerce to that country ; them also ; their dutics of entry, town duties, and 
under the same species of discouragement as to | excise, being $4 34 the hundred weight, if carried 
other countries where it is regulated by a single le- | in their own vessels, and of forty per cent. on that 
gislator; and the distinction is too remarkable not additional, if carried in our own or any other ves- 
to be noticed, that our navigation is excluded from | sels. 
the security of fixed laws, while that security is! They prohibit altogether our bread, fish, pot 
given to the navigation of others. and pearl ashes, flaxseed, tar, pitch, and turpentine, 
Our vessels pay in their ports 1s. 9d. sterling per | wood, (except oak timber and masts,) and all fo- 
ton, light and Trinity ducs, more than is paid by | reign manufactures. 
British ships, except in the port of Loudon, where| Under so many restrictions and prohibitions, 
they pay the same as British. our navigation with them is reduced almost to 
The greater part of what they receive from us is nothing. 
re-exported to other countries, under the useless] With our neighbors, an order of things much 
charges of an intermediate deposite, and double harder presents itself: 
voyage. From tables published in England, and SPAIN and PORTUGAL refuse to those parts 
composed as is said from the books of their custom- | of America which they govern all direct intercourse 
houses, it appears that of the indigo imported there | with any people but themselves. The commodities 
in the years 1773-7475, one-third was re-export: | in mutual demand, between them and their neigh- 
ed; and from a doenment of authority, we Icarn | bors, must be carried to be exchanged in some port 
that, of the rice and tohaceo imported there, before | of the dominant country ; and the transportation 
the war, four-fifths were re-exported. We are as- | between that and the subject State must be in a 
sured, indecd, that the quantities sent thither for | domestic bottom. 
re-exportation since the war, are considerably di- | FRANCE, by a standing law, permits her West 
minished, yet less so than reason and national inte- India possessions to receive directly our vegetables, 
rest would dictate. The whole of our grain is re- | live provisions, horses, wood, tar, pitch, and tur- 
exported when wheat is below 50s. the quarter, and pentine, rice, and maize, and prohibits our other 
other grains in proportion. breadstuff; but a suspension of this prohibition 


The UXITED NETITERLANDS prohibit having been left to the Colonial Legislatures, in 
our pickled beef and pork, meals and bread, of all times of scarcity, it was formerly suspended occa- 


sorts, and lay : hibitory düt spirits distilled | *ionally, but latterly without interruption. 
om pale a a la ah aca al Onr fish and salted provisions (except pork) are 


Ali other of our productions are received on va- received in their islands under a duty of three 


a 3 i PAR y T q 
ried duties, which may be reckoned on a medium at Colonial livres the qnintal, and our vessels are as 
about three per cent frec as their own to earry our commodities thither, 


They consume but a small proportion of what | #94 to bring away rnm and molasses. 

they R The residue ie pues forwarded | GREAT BRITATN admits in her islands our ve- 

for consumption in the inland parts of Europe, ' getables, live provisions, horses, wood, tar, pitch, 
and turpentine, rice, and breadstuff, by a procla- 


and partly reshipped to other maritime countrics. i i A Ea 
Gn the latter portion they intercept between us mation of her Executive, limited always to the 
and the consumer so much of the value as is ab- | term of a year, but hitherto renewed from year to 
sorbed by the charges attending an intermediate | 7°" She prohibits our salted fish, and other 
deposite. salted provisions. She does not permit our vessels 
Foreign goods, except some East India articles, to carry thither our own produce. Her vessels 
are received in vessels of any nation. alone may take it from us, and bring us in exchange 
Our ships may be sold and naturalized there, | TU™ molasses, sugar, coffee, cocoa nuts, ginger, 
with exceptions’ of one or two privileges, which and pimento. There are, indeed, some freedoms 
somewhat lessen their value. in the island of Dominica, but, under such circum- 
j . stances, as to be little uscd by us. In the British 
DENMARK lays considerable duties on our | Continental Colonies, and in Newfoundland, all our 
tobacco and rice carried in their own vessels, and | productions arc prohibited, and our vessels forbid- 
half as much more if carried in ours; but the cx- | den to enter their ports. Their Governors, how- 
act amount of these duties is not perfectly known | ever, in times of distress, have power to permit a 
temporary importation of certain articles in their 
own bottoms, bul not in ours. 


* April 12, 1792. 
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Our citizens cannot reside as merchants or fac- 
tors within any of the British plantations, this be- 
ing expressly prohibited by the same statute of 
12 Car. 2, c. 18, commonly called the Navigation 
Act. 

In the DANTSIT AMERICAN possessions a 
duty of five per cent. is levied on our corn, corn- 
meal, rice, tobacco, wood, salted fish, indigo, 
horses, mules, and live stock; and of ten per cent. 
on our flour, salted pork, and beef, tar, pitch, and 
turpentine. 

In the American islands of the UNITED 
NETHERLANDS and SWEDEN our vessels 
and produce are received, subject to duties, not so 
heavy as to have been complained of; but they 
are heavier in the Dutch possessions on the Conti- 
nent. 

To sum up these Restrictions so far as they are 
important: 

1. Ty Evrove.—Our breadstuff is at most times 
under prohibitory duties in England, and consid- 
erably dutied on re-exportation from Spain to her 
colonies. 

Our tobaccoes are heavily dutied in England, 
Sweden and France, and prohibited in Spain and 
Portugal. 

Our rice is heavily dutied in England and Swe- 
den, and prohibited in Portugal.- 

Our fish and salted provisions are prohibited in 
England, and under prohibitory duties in France. 

Our whale oils are prohibited in England and 
Portugal. 

And our vessels are denicd naturalization in Eng- 
land, and of late in France. 

2. Ix rae West Inpies.—aAll intercourse is 
pee with the possessions of Spain and Por- 
tugal. 

Our salted provisions and fish are prohibited by 
England. 

Our salted pork and breadstuff (except maize) 
are received under temporary laws only in the dv- 
minions of France, and our salled fish pays there a 
weighty duty. 

3. IN tHe ÅRTICLE or 
carriage of our own tobacco is heavily dutied in 
Sweden, and lately in France. 


We carry no article not of our own production : 


to the British ports in Europe. 

Nor even our own produce to her American pos- 
sessions. 

Such being the restrictions on the commerce and 
navigation of the United States, the question is, in 
what way they may best be removed, moditied, or 
counteracted ? 

As to commerce two methods occur: 1. By 
friendly arrangements with the several nations 
with whom these restrictions exist; or, 2. By the 
separate act of our own Legislature for countervail- 
ing their effects. 

There can be no doubt but that of these two 
friendly arrangement is the most eligible. Instead 
of embarrassing commerce under piles of regu- 
lating Jaws, duties, and prohibitions, could it be 
relieved from all its shackles in all parts of the 
world—could every country be employed in pro- 
ducing that which nature has best fitted it to pro- 


Navicatioy.—Our own | 


1 duce, and each be free to exchange with others 
| mutual surplusses for mutual wants, the greatest 
i mass possibic would then be produced of those 
| things which contribute to human lite and human 
happiness—the numbers of mankind would be in- 
creased, and their condition bettered. 
Would even a single nation begin with the Uni- 
ted States this system of free commerce, it would 
| be advisable to begin it with that nation, since 1t 
_is one by one only that it can be extendcd to all, 
| Where the arcumstauces of either party render it 
expedient to levy a revenue, by way of impost, on 
| commerce, its freedom might be modified, in that 
1 particular, by mutual and cquivalent measures, 
į preserving it entire in all others. 
, Some nations, not yet ripe for free commerce, 
in all ils extent, might still be willing to mollify 
j its restrictions aud regulations for us in proportion 
| to the advantages which an intercourse with us 
i might offer. Particularly they may concur with 
us in reciprocating the duties to be levied on cach 
side, or in compensating any excess of duly by 
| equivalent advantages of another nature. Our 
commerce is certainly of a character to entitle it 
to favor ia most countries. The commodities we 
offer are either necessaries of life, or materials for 
manufacture, or convenient, subjects for revenue ; 
and we take in exchange itler manufactures, 
when they have received the last finish of art and 
industry, or mere luxuries. Such customers may 
reasonably expeet welcome and friendly treatment 
at every market—customers, too, whose demands, 
i increasing with their wealth and population, must 
very shortly give full employment to the whole 
industry of any nation whatever, in any line of 
supply they may get into the habit of ealling for 
from it. 

But should any nation, contrary to our wishes, 
suppose it may better find its advantage by con- 
‘ tinuing ils system of prohibitions, daties, aud re- 
‘gulations, it behoves us to protect our citizens, 
‘ their commerce, and navigation, by counter pro- 
‘hibitious, duties, und regulations alse. Free com- 
[ances and navigation are not to be given in ex- 
| change for restrictions and vexations; nor are 
, they likely to produce a relaxation of them. 

Our navigation involves still higher considera- 


tions. As a branch of industry it is valuable; but, 
as a resource of defence, essential. 

Its value, as a branch of industry, is enhanced 
by the dependence of so many other branches on 
it. In times of general peace it multiplies com- 
petitors for employment in transportation, and so 
keeps that at its proper level; and in times of 

į War, that ıs to say, when those nations who may 
: be our principal carricrs, shall be at war with 
i cach other, if we have not within ourselves the 
means of transportation, our produce must be ex- 
ported in belligerent vessels at the increased ex- 
pense of war-trcight and insurance, and the ar- 
ticles which will not bear that must perish on our 
hands. 
But it is as a resource for defence that our navi- 
gation will admit neither neglect nor forbearauce. 
| The position and circumstances of the United 
1 States leave them nothing to fear on their land, 
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board, and nothing to desire beyond their present 
rights. But, on their seaboard, they are open to 
injury, and they have there, tov, a commerce 
which must be protected. This can only be done 
by possessing a respectable body of citizen seamen, 
and of artists and establishments in readiness for 
ship-building. 

Were the ocean, which is the common property 
of all, open to the industry of all, so that every 


person and vessel should be free to take employ- 


ment wherever it could be found, the United States 
would certainly not set the example of appro- 
priating to themselves, exclusively, any portion of 
the common stock of occupation. They would rely 
on the enterprise and activity of their citizens for a 
duc participation of the bencfits of the seafaring bu- 
siness, and for keeping the marine class of citizens 
equal to their object. But if particular nations 
grasp at undue shares, and more especially, if they 
seize on the means of the United States to convert 
them into aliment for their own strength, and 
withdraw them entirely from fhe support of those 
to whom they belong, defensive and protecting 
measures become necessary on the part of the na- 
tion whose marine resources are thas invaded, or 
it will be disarmed of its defence ; its productions 
will lie at the merey of the nation which has pos- 
sessed itself exclusively of the means of carrying 
them, and its politics may be influenced by those 
who command its commerce. The carriage of 
our own commodities, if once established in ano- 
ther channel, cannot be resumed in the moment 
we may desire. If we lose the seamen and artists, 
whom it now occupies, we lose the present means 
of marine defence, and time will be requisite to 
raise up others, when disgrace or losses shall bring 
home to our feelings the error of having aban- 
doned them. The materials for maintaining our 
duc share of navigation are ours in abundance ; 
and, as to the mode of using them, we have only 
to adopt the principles of those who thus put us 
on the defensive, or others equivalent aud better 
fitted to our circumstances. 

The following principles, being founded in re- 
ciprocity, appear perfectly just, and to offer no 
cause of complaint to any nation : 

1. Where a nation imposes high dutics on our 
productions, or prohibits them altogether, it inay 
be proper for us to do the same by theirs, first 
burdening or excluding those productions which 
they bring here in competition with our own of 
the same kind—selecting next such manufactures 
as we take from them in greatest quantily, and 
which at the same time we could the soonest 
furnish to ourselves, or obtain from other coun- 
tries—imposing on them duties lighter at first, bul 
heavier aud heavier afterwards, as other channels 
of supply open. Such duties having the effect of 
indircet encouragement to domestic manufactures 
of the same kind may induce the manufacturer to 
come. himself into these Stales where cheaper 
subsistence, equal laws, and a vent of his wares, 
free of duty, may insure him the highest profits 
from his skill and indusiry. And here it would 
be in the power of the Stale Governments to co- 
operate essentially by opening the resources of 


encouragement which are under their control, ex- 
| tending them liberally to artists in those particu- 

lar branches of manufacture, for which their soil, 

climate, population, and other circumstances, have 

matured them, and fostering the precious efforts 

and progress of household manufacture by some 
1 patronage suited to the nature of its objects, guided 
| by the local informations which they possess, and 
guarded against abuse by their presence and al- 
tentions. The oppressions on our agriculture in 
foreign ports would thus be made the occasion of 
relieving it from a dependence on the councils and 
conduct of others, and of promoting arts, manu- 
factures, and population at home, 

2. Where a nation refuses permission to our 
merchants and factors to reside within certain parts 
of their dominions, we may, if it should be thonght 
expedient, refuse residence to theirs in any and 
every part of ours, or modify their transactions. 

3. Where a nation refuses to receive iu our ves- 
sels any productions but our own, we may refuse 
to receive, in theirs, any but their own produc- 
tions. The first and second clauses of the bill re- 
ported by the Committee are well formed to effect 
this object. 

4, Where a nation refuses to consider any vessel 
as ours, which has not been buile within our Ter- 
rilories, we should refuse to consider as theirs any 
vessel not built within their Territories. 

5. Where a nation refuses to onr vessels the car- 
riage even of our own productions to certain coun- 
tries under their domination, we might refuse to 
theirs, of every description, tho ¢nrriage of the 
same productions to the same countries. But as 
justice and good neighborhood would dictate, that 

those who have no part in imposing the restriction 
+ on us, should not be the victims of measnres adopt- 
ed to defeat its effect, it may be proper to confine 
the restriction to vessels owned or navigated by 
any subjects of the same dominant Power, other 
than the inhabitants of the country to which the 
said productions are to be carried. And to pre- 
| vent all inconvenience to the said inhabitants, and 
to our own, by too sudden a check on the means 
| 
1 
i 
| 
1 
l 


of transportation, we may continue to admit the 
vessels marked for future exclusion, on an ad- 
vanced tonnage, and for such length of time only 
as may be supposed necessary to provide against 
that inconvenience. 

The establishment of some of these principles 
by Great Britain alone has already lost us in our 
commerce with that country and its possessions 
between cight and nine hundred vessels of near 
410,000 tons burden, according to slatements from 
official materials in which they have confidence. 
This involves a proportional loss of seamen, ship- 
wrights, and ship-building, and is too serious a 
loss to admit forbearance of some effectual re- 
medy. : 
| It is true we must oxpcet somo inconveni- 
i ence in practice from the establishment of dis- 

criminating dutics. But in this, as in so many 
other cases, we are left to choose Letween two 
evils. Theso inconveniences are nothing when 
weighed against the loss of wealth, and loss of 
force, which will follow our perseverance in the 
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plan of indiscrimination. When once it shall beù That he has had an official communication of a 
perceived that we are either in the system or in the! Decree rendered hy the National Assembly of 
habit of giving equal advantages to those who ex- ! France on the 26th day of March last, of which the 
tinguish our commerce and navigation, by duties | following is a translation: 
and prohibitions, as to those who treat both with 

DECREE, 


liberality and justice, liberality and justice will 
be converted by all into duties and prohibitions. Exempting from all duties the substances and 
other objects of supply in the Colonies, relutice- 


It is not to the moderation and justice of others 

we are to trust for fair and equal access to market ly to the Uniled States, pronounced in the sit- 
with our productions, or for our duc share in the ling of the 26th of Murch, 1798, 2d year of the 
transportation of them, but to our own means of French Republic. 
independence, and the firm will to use them. Nor See f ii 
do tle inconveniences of discrimination merit| The National Convention, willing to prevent, 
consideration. Not one of the nations before- | PY precise dispositions, the diffenlties that might 
mentioned—perhaps not a commercial nation on | 2T7iS¢ relatively to the execution of its decree of 


earth—is without them. In our case one dis- 
tinction alone will suffice, that is to say, between | 
nations who favor our productions and navigation, : 
and those who do not favor them. One set of 
moderate duties, say the present duties, for the 
first, and a fixed advance on these, as to some ar- 
ticles, and prohibitions as to others, for the last. 

Still it must be repeated that friendly arrange- 
ments are preferable with all who will come into 
them; and that we should carry into such arrange- 
ments all the liberality and spirit of accommoda- 
tion which the nature of the case will admit. 

_ France has, of her own accord, proposed nego- 
tiations for improving, by a new treaty, on fair and 
equal principles, the commercial relations of the 
two countries. But her internal disturbances have 
hitherto prevented the prosecution of them to cf- 
fect, though we have had repeated assurances of a 
continuance of the disposition, 

Proposals of friendly arrangement have been 
made on our part, by the present Government, to 
that of Great Britain, as the Message states; but, 
being already on as good a footing in law, anda 
better in fact than the most favored nations, they 
have not, as yet, discovered any disposition to have 
it meddled with. 

We have no reason to conclude that friendly 
arrangements would be declined by the other na- 
tious with whom we have such commercial inter- 
course as may render them important. In the 
meanwhile, it would rest with the wisdom of Con- 
gress to determine whether, as to those nations, 
they will not surcease erparte regulations, on the 
reasonable presumption that they will concur in 
doing whatever justice and moderation dictate 
should be done. 

TII. JEFFERSON. 


DECREES RELATING TO COMMERCE. 


The Secnerany or Srarg, to whom the President of 
the United States referred the resolution of the JIouse 
of Representatives of December 24, 1793, desiring the 
substance of all such laws, decrees, or ordinances, 
respecting commerce in any of the countries with 
which the United States have commercial inter- 
course, us have been received by the Secretary of 
State, and not already stated to the House in his 
report of the 16th instant, reports : 


the i9th February last, concerning the United 
States of America—to grant favors to this ally- 
nation, and to treat it, in in its commercial rela- 
‘tions with the Colonies of France, in the same 
| manner as the vessels of the Republic decree as 
ollows : 

Art. 1. From the day of the publication of the 
present decree in the French Amcrican Colonics, 
the vessels of the United States, of the burden of 
sixty tons at the least, laden only with meals and 
subsistences, as well as the objects of supply an- 
nounced in article 2, of the arrêt of 30th August, 
1784, as also lard, butter, salted salinon, and cau- 
dles, shall be admitted in the ports of said Co- 
lunies exempt from all duties. The same ex- 
eniption shall extend to the French vessels laden 
with the same articles, and coming froin a forcign 
port. 

ART. 2. The captains of vessels of the United 
States, who, having brought into the French 
American Colonies the objects comprised in the 
above article, wish to return to the territory of 
the said States, may lade in the said Colonics, in- 
: dependent of sirups, rum, taflias, and French mer- 
| chandises, 4 quanlty of coffee equivalent to the 
one-fifticth of the tonnage of every vessel, as also 
a quantity of sugar equal to the one-tenth, on con- 
forming to the following articles : 

Art. 3. Every captain of an American vessel, 
who wishes to make returns to the United States 
of coffee and sugar of the French Colonies, shall 

‘make it appear that his vessel entered therein 
with at least two-thirds of her cargo, according to 

article 1. For this purpose, he shall be obliged 
to transmit, within twenty-four hours after his 
arrival, to the custom-house of the place he may 

Iland at, a certificate of the marine agents, esta- 
hlishing the guage of his vessel and the effective 
tonnage of her cargo. The heads of the said cus- 
tom-houses shall assure themselves that the expor- 
tation of the sugars and coffee does not exceed the 
proportion fixed by the second article of the pre- 
sent decree. 

Ant. 4, The captains of vesscls of the United 
States of America shall not pay, on going from 
the islands, as well as those of the Republic, but 
a duty of 5 livres per quintal of indigo, 10 livres 
per thousand weight of cotton, 5 livres per thou- 
sand weight of coffee, 5 livres per thousand weight 
of brown and clayed sugars, and 50 sols per thou- 
sand weight of raw sugar. Every other merchan- 
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dise shall be exempt from duty on going out of the 
Colonics, 

ART. 5. The sugars and coffee which shall be 
laden shall pay at the custom-houses which are 
established in the colonies, or that shall be esta- 
blished, in addition to the duties above fixed, those 
imposed by the law of 19th March, 1791, on the 
sugars and coffee imported from the said Colonies 
to France, and conformably to the same law. 

ArT. 6. The captains of vessels of the United 
States, who wish to lade merchandises of the said 
Colonics, for the ports of France, shall furnish the 
custom-house at the place of departure with the 
bonds required of the masters of French vessels, 
by the second article of the law of Juth July, 1791, 
to secure the unlading of these merchandises in the 
ports of the Republic. 

ART. 7. The vessels of the nations with whom 
the French Republic is not at war may carry to 
the French American Colonies all the objects desig- 
nated by the present decree. They may also hring, 
into the ports of the Republic only, all the produc- 
tions of the said Colonics, on the conditions 
announced in the said decree, as well as that of 
19th of February. 

Copy conformable to the original. 

GENET. 


That he has not reccived officially any copy of 
the decree said to have been rendered by the same 
Assembly on the 27th day of July last, subjecting 
the vessels of the United States laden with provi- 
sions to be carried, against their will, into the 
ports of France, and those having enemy goods 
on board to have such goods taken out as legal 
prize. 

That an ordinance has been passed by the Go- 
vernment of Spain, on the {ith day of June last, 
the substance of which has been officially commu- 
nicated to him in the following words, to wit: 
Ectract of an Ordinance for regulating provi- 

sionally the commerce of Lonisiana and the 

Floridas, dated the 9th of June, 1793. 

The preamble states that the inhabitants of 
Louisiana, being deprived of their commerce with 
France, (on account of the war,) as allowed by the 


The articles of this commerce, carried on thus 
directly between those provinces and foreign na- 
tions to pay a duty of fifteen per cent. importa- 
tion and six per cent. exportation, except negroes, 
who may be imported free of duty. ‘The produc- 
tions and silver exported to purchase those ne- 
grocs to pay the six per cent. exportation duty. 
The exportation of silver to be allowed for this 
purpose only. 

The commerce between Spain and those pro- 

i vinces to remain free. Spaniards to be allowed 
'to observe the same rules and to fit out from the 
| same ports (in vessels wholly belonging to them, 
without connexion with foreigners) for those pro- 
vinces as for the other Spanish Colonies. 

To remove all obstacles to this commerce, all 
‘sorts of merchandise destined for Louisiana and 
| the Floridas (even those whose admission is pro- 
hibited for other places) may be entered in the 
| ports of Spain, and, in like manner, tobacco and 
all other prohibited articles may be imported into 
Spain from these provinces, to be re-exported to 
foreign countries. 

To improve this commerce and encourage the 
agriculture of those provinces, the importation of 
foreign rice into the ports of Spain is prohibited, 
and a like preference shall be given to the other 
productions of these provinces, when they shall 
suffice for the consumption of Spain. 

| All articles exported from Spain to these pro- 


vinces shall be free of duty on exportation, and 
such as being foreign, shall have paid duty on im- 
portation into Spain, shall have it restored to ex- 
porters, 
These forcign articles, thus exported, to pay a 
duty of three per cent. on entry in those provinces. 
Those which are not foreign to be free of duty. 
The articles exported from those provinces to 
Spain to be free of duty, whether consumed in 
Spain or re-exported to foreign countries. 
Those Spanish vessels which, having gone from 
‘Spain to those provinces, should desire to bring 
| back productions from thence dircclly to the fo- 
reign ports of Europe, may do it on paying a duty 
_of exportation of three per cent. 

All vessels, both Spanish and forcign, sailing to 


ordinance of January, 1782, &c., Ilis Majesty con- those provinces, to be prohibited from touching at 
sidering that they and the inhabitants of the Flori- 'any other port in His Majesty’s American Do- 
das cannot subsist without the means of disposing minions. 

of their productions and of acquiring those neces-! No vessel to be fitted out from New Orleans, 
sary for their own consumption ; for that purpose, | Pensacola, or St. Augustine, for any of the Spanish 
and to increase the national commerce—the com: | islands or other Dominions in America, except for 
merce of those provinces and their agriculture—has ' some urgent cause, in which case only the respec- 


directed the following articles to be provisionally 
observed : 

The inhabitants of the above-mentioned pro- 
vinces to be allowed to commerce freely both in 
Europe and America with all friendly nations 
who have treaties of commerce with Spain; New 
Orleans, Pensacola, and St. Augustine, to be ports 
for that purpose. No exception as to the articles 
to be sent or to be received. Every vessel, how- 
ever, to be subjected to touch at Corcubion, in 
Galicia, or Alicant, and to take a permit there, 
withont which, the entry not to be allowed in the 
ports above mentioned. 


‘tive Governors to give a permission, but without 
allowing any other articles to be embarked than 
the productions of those provinces. 

All foreign vessels purchased by His Majesty’s 
subjects, and destined for this commerce, to be ex- 
emptcd from those duties to which they are at pre~ 
sent subjected, they proving that they arc absolute 
and sole proprietors thercof. 

He takes this occasion to note an act of the 
British Parliament, of the 28 George II., chap. 6, 
which, though passed before the epoch to which 
his report aforesaid related, had escaped his re- 
searches. The effect of it was to convert the pro- 
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clamations regulating our direct intercourse with 
their West Indian islands into a standing law, and 


to state other circumstances, which, though not in 
legal proof, are, either of such public notoricty, as 


so far to remove the unfavorable distinction be- | to render legal proof unnecessary, or so vouched to 


tween us and forcign nations, stated in the report, 
leaving it, however, in full force as to our circuit- 
ous intercourse with the same islands, and as to our 
general intercourse, direct and circuitous, with 
Great Britain and all her other Dominions. 
TH. JEFFERSON. 
Ducemper 80, 1793. 


SPOLIATIONS ON COMMERCE. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

The Secretary of State having reported to me 
upon the several complaints which have been 
lodged in this office against the vexations and 
spoliations on our commerce since the commence- 
ment of the European war, I transmit to you a 
copy of his statement, together with the docu- 
ments upon which it is founded. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

Unitep Sates, March 5, 1794. 


Puivapetrwia, March 2, 1794. 
Siz: In your Message to both Houses of Con- 
gress, on the dth of December, 1793, you inform 
them, that “The vexatlions and spoliations under- 


stood to have been committed on our vessels and j sion, insurance, &c. 


the committee as to leave them in no doubt of the 
truth of them. 

“Tt has heecome a practice for many of the priva- 
teers of the belligerent Powers to send into port 
all American vessels they meet with, bound from 
any of the French ports in the West Indies to the 
United States, and it is positively asserted, that the 
owners, or some of them, have given general in- 
structions to their captains to that effect. And 
though many of those vessels have been aflerwards 
liberated, yet the loss by plunder, detention, and 
expense, is so great as to render it ruinous to the 
American owner. In many cases, where the car- 
gocs have been valuable, the owners of the priva- 
teers, after acquittal, have lodged appeals which 
they never intended to prosecute, but merely with 
a view of getting the property into their hands 
upon a valuation made so unfairly as to insure them 
a considerable profit, even if they should be finally 
made liable. 

“ Fourteen days only are allowed to an Ameri- 
can owner to make his claim, which renders it 
impossible for him, except he is on the spol, aud 
every difficulty which a combination of interested 
persons can devise, is thrown in the way to pre- 
vent his getting security, and in few instances can 
it be done, but by making over his vessels and car- 
go to the securitics, and thereby subjecting him- 
self to the heavy additional charge of commis- 
lt may be added, that the 


commerce by the cruisers and officers of some of | most barcfaced bribery is sometitnes practised to 
the belligerent Powers, appeared to require atten- | prevail on unwary boys, or those who know little 
tion: ‘That the proofs of these, however, not ! of the obligation of an oath, to induce them to give 


having becn brought forward, the description of 
citizens, supposed to have suffered, were notificd, 
that on furnishing them to the Executive, due i 
measures would be taken to obtain redress of the 
past, and more effectual provisions against the 
future,” and that “should such ducuments be fur- | 
nished, proper representations will be made there- | 
on, with a just reliance on a redress proportioned 
to the exigency of the case.” 

On my succession to the Department of State, I 
fonnd a large volume of complaints—which the 
notification had collected—against severities on 
our trade, various in their kind and degree. Hav- 
ing reason to presume, as the fact has proved, | 
that every day would increase the catalogue, J 


have waited to digest the mass, until time should ; tar 


have been allowed for exhibiting the diversified ı 
forms in which our commerce has hourly suffered. 
Every information is at length obtained which may 
be expected. 

The sensations excited by the embarrassments, 
danger, and even ruin, which threaten our trade, 


testimony in favor of the captors. 

“Besides the cases here enumerated, the com- 
mittee have information of a number of vessels 
belonging to this port being captured and carried 
into different ports; but ag the legal proofs are not 
come forward, they forbear to mention thern. 

_“Tt is proper, however, for them, to add, that 
besides the loss of property occasioned by those 
unjnst captures and detentions, the masters and 
crews of the vessels are frequently subjected to 
insults and outrages that must he shocking to 
Americans. Of this, the case of Captain Wal- 
lace is an instance. ‘There are others within the 
knowledge of the committee, of which they only 
wait the legal proof, to lay them before the Secre- 


“o this last list of grievances, the committee 
are sorry to find it thcir duty to add, that by reason 
of the vexation, loss, and outrages, suffered by the 
merchants of the United States, its commerce al- 
ready begins to languish, and its products are likely 
to be left upon the hands of those who raise them. 


cannol be better expressed than in the words of Prudent men doubt the propricty of hazarding 


the committee of Philadelphia. After enumerat- 
ing particular instances of injury, their repre- 
sentation to Government procecds thus: “On 
these cases, which are accompanied by the legal 
proofs, the committee think it unnecessary to en- 
large, as the inferences will, of course, occur to 
the Scerctary ; but they beg leave to be permitted 


their property, when they find that the strictest 
conformity with the Laws of Nations, or of their 
own country, will not protect them froin the rapa- 
city of men who are neither restrained by the prin- 
ciples of honor, nor by laws sufficiently coercive 
to give security to those who are not subjects of 
the same Government. 
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“The committee conclude this representation 
with an assurance, that they have in no degree ex- 
ageerated in the statement they have made, and 
that they will continue to communicate all such in- 
formation as they may further receive; of which 
nature, before the closing of this report, they are 
sorry to add, is that of the irruptions of the Alge- 
rines from the Mediterranean, in consequence of a 
truce concluded with that Regency, it is said, by the 
British Minister, on behalf of Portugal and Holland. 
This alarming event, to which some American 
ships, we hear, have already become victims, is of 
so distressing a nature, as must soon deprive us of 
some of the most lucrative branches of our com- 
mercee, if not speedily checked or prevented. ‘The 


immicdiale rise il has produced in insurance, and ! 


the fears it may instil iuto our seamen and com- 
manders, are of a nature highly deserving the seri- 
ous consideration of Government, on whose pro- 
tection and zeal for the interests, commercial and 
agricultural, of the country, the committee implicitly 
rely. 

In a supplementary Ictter, the committee of 
Philadelphia make this conclusion: “ That the 
cases which they recite, and others less formally 
announced, serve to show, that there are frequent 
instances of suppression of papers, registers, &c., 
very prejudicial to our shipping on their trials, 
and of injuries by the destruction of letters to the 
general correspondence of the country with foreign 
nations.” 

When we examine the documents which have 
been transmitted from different parts of the Union, 
we {ind the British, the French, the Spaniards, and 
the Dutch, charged with attacks upon our com- 
merce. 

It is urged against the British, 

1. That their privateers plunder the American 
vessels, throw them out of their course, by forcing 
them, npon groundless suspicion, into ports other 
than those to which they were destined; detain 
them, even after the hope of a regular confiscation 
is abandoned; hy their negligence, while they 
hold the possession, expose the cargoes to damage 
and the vessels to destruction, and maltreat their 
crews. 

2. That British ships-of-war have forcibly seized 
mariners belonging to American vessels and in one 
instance, under the protection of a Portuguese 
fort. 

3. That by British regulations and practice our 
corn and provisions are driven from the ports of 
France, and restricted to the ports of the British, 
or those of their friends, 

4, That our vessels are not permitted to go from 
the British ports in the Islands, without giving se- 
curity (which is not attainable but with difficulty 
and expense) for the discharge of the cargo, in some 
other British or neutral port. 

5. That without the imputation of a contra 
band trade as defiued by the Law of Nations, our 
vessels are captured for carrying on a commer- 
cial intercourse with the French West Indics, 
although it is tolerated by the laws of the French 
Republic, and that for this extraordinary conduct, 
no other excuse is alleged than that by some 


edict of a King of France, this intercourse was pro- 
hibited ; and 

6. That the conduct of the Admiralty in the Bri- 
tish Islands is impeachable for an excess of rigor, 
anda departure from strict Judicial purity ; and the 
expenses of an appeal to England too heavy to be 
encountered under all the circumstances of discon- 
ragement, 

Against the French it is urged, 

1. That their privatcers harass our trade no less 
than those of the British. 

2. That two of their ships-of-war have committed 
enormitics on our vessels. 

8. That their Courts of Admiralty are guilty of 
equal oppression. 

4. That hesides these points of accusation, which 
are common to the French and British, the former 
have infringed the treaty between the Unted States 
and them, by subjecting to scizure and condemna- 
tion our vessels trading with their enemics in mer- 
chandise, which that treaty declares not to be con- 
traband, and under circuinstances not forbidden by 
the Law of Nations. 

5. hata very detrimental embargo has been laid 
upon large numbers of American vessels in the 
French ports ;* and 

6. That a contract with the French Govern- 
ment for coin has been discharged in depreciated 
assignats. 

Against the Spaniards the outrages of privatcers 
are urged; 

And against the Dutch, one condemnation in the 
Admiralty is insisted to be unwarrantable, 

Under this complication of mischief, which per- 
secutes our commerce, I beg leave, sir, to submit to 
your consideration, whether representations as far 
as facts may justify, ought not to be imuncdiately 
pressed upon the foreign Governments, in those of 
the preceding cascs, for which they are respon- 
sible. 

Among these, I class, 1. The violences perpe- 
trated by public ships-of-war. 2. Prohibitions, or 
regulations inconsistent with the Laws of Nations. 
3. Theimproper conduct of Courts. 4. Infractions 
of Treaty. 5. The imposition of embargoes; and, 
6. The breach of public contracts. How far a Go- 
vernmentis liable to redress the rapine of privateers, 
depends upon the peculiarities of the case. It is 
incumbent upon it, however, to keep its Courts 
freely open, and to secure an impartial hearing 
to the injured applicant. If the rules prescribed 
to privateers he too loose, and opportunities of plun- 
der or ill treatment be provoked from that cause, or 
from the prospect of impunity, it is impossible to 
be too strenuous in remonstrating against this for- 
midable evil. 

Thus, sir, have I reduced to general heads the 
particular complaints, without making any inguiry 
into the facts beyond the allegations of the parties 
interested. 

I will only add, that your Message seems to 
promise to Congress some statement upon these 
subjects. 


* There is reason to believe that the embargo was removed in 
December last, and the detention compensated by an order of the 
Committee of Public Safety in France. 
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I have the honor, sir, to be, with the highest re- On licenses for retailing wines and dis- 

spect, your most obedient servant, tilled spirits - - = g - 100,000 
EDMUND RANDOLPH. —— 

Tue PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. $992,500 
By direct taxes on lands - - - 750,000 
= $1,742,500 
INCREASE OF DUTIES, See 
Which sums exceed the current demands, 


[Communicated to the House of Representatives, 
April 17, 1794.] 

Mr. Wittram Saito, from the committee appointed to 
inquire whether any or what further revenues are 
necessary for the support of the public credit, and if 
further revenues are necessary, to report the ways 
and means, made the following Report ; 


That, on referring to the estimate laid before the 
Legislature by the Secretary of the Treasury, they 
find that the revenues to the end of the year 1794, 
are estimated to produce - - $6,618,584 19 


And that, for the support of Govern- 
ment, Military Establishment, and 
other scrvices designated by law, 
previous to, and during the present 
session, there would be wanting 
the sum of - B - - $7,044,217 98 


And that further sums will probably 
be requisite for which provision 
ought to be made, viz: for the ad- 
dition to the Military Establish- 
ment, provisional force, and cx- 
penses of militia - - -  - $650,000 00 

Å 

That the estimated product of the 
impost being made at a time when 
our commerce was unembarrassed, 
and no interruption of it contem- 
plated, the committee are of opin- 
ion that a deduction should be 
made on that account, of $1,300- 

000; from which it results, that 
there is a deficiency of funds to 
answer the demands of the present 
year, of $2,375 79; but, as the 
sum of one million provided for 
foreign intercourse, is directed to 
be borrowed, if wanting, the com- 
mittee have deducted that sum, 
except $160,000 for the interest 
arising thereon, which leaves the 
sum to be provided - - - $1,435,633 79 


To raise which sum, the committee propose that 
there be raised, by additional impost and ton- 
nage - - - - - - $392,500 

On carriages, wagons, carts, and drays 


excepted = - - - - 150,000 
On stamps - - .- -. u 100,000 
On sales at auction - - - 100,000 
On manufactured tobacco and snuf - 100,000 
On loaf and lump sugars - - =- 50,000 


$306,866 21; but as the estimates on most of the 
articles are conjectural, and without sufficient data 
for obtaining a correct opinion as to the probable 
amount, the committee have thought it more expe- 
dient to provide for a surplus than suffer the reve- 
nue to prove deficient; and, in conformity with the 
foregoing estimates, they submit the following re- 
solutions : 

Resolved, That, from and afler the —— day of 
— next, there be levied, collected, and paid, 
upon the following articles, imported into the 
United States in ships or vesscls of the United 
States, with an addition of one-tenth per cent, on 
like articles imported in any other ships or vessels, 
the several duties hereinafter mentioned, over and 
above duties now paid, to be levied, collected, and 
paid in the same manner, by the same officers, sub- 
ject to the samme penalties, and entitled to drawbacks, 
as the same articles are now subjectand entitled to, 
viz: 

On boots, per pair, twenty-five cents. 

On shoes and slippers, for men and women, and 
on clogs, and golo shoes, per pair, five cents. 

On shoes and slippers for children, per pair, three 
cents, 

On millinery, ready made, artificial flowers, fea- 
thers, and other ornaments for women’s head- 
dresses, and on dolls, dressed and undressed, 5 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

On cast, slit, and rolled iron, and generally on all 
manufactures of iron, steel, tin, pewter, copper, 
brass, or of which either of those metals is the ar- 
ticle of chief value, not being otherwise particu- 
larly enumerated, (brass aud iron wire, locks, 
hinges, hous, anvils, and vices, excepted,) 5 per 
cent, ad valorem. 

On carpets and carpeting, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On leather, tanned or tawed, and generally all 
manufactures of leather, or of which leather is the 
article of chief value, not otherwise particularly 
enumerated, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On medicinal drugs, except those commonly 
used in dycing; on mats and floor cloths; on hats, 
caps, and bonnets, of every sort, for women ; on 
gloves, mittens, stockings, fans, buttons, of every 
kind, buckles, (shoe and knee,) 5 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

On sheathing and cartridge paper; on all pow- 
ders, pastes, balls, balsams, ointments, oils, waters, 
washes, tinctures, essences, or other preparations 
or compositions, commonly called sweet scents or 
odors, perfumes, or cosmetics; and on all denti- 
frices, powders, or preparations for the teeth or 
gums, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On gold, silver, or plated wares, gold and silver 
lace, jewelry, and paste work, clocks and watches, 
and the parts of either, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 
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On groceries, to wit: cinnamon, cloves, mace, 
nutmegs, ginger, anisecd, currants, daies, prunes, 
raisins, sugar-candy, oranges, lemons, limes, and 
generally all fruits and comfits, olives, capers, 
pickles of every sort, oil, and mustard in flour, 5 
per cent, ad valorem. 

On all marble, slate, or other stone, on bricks, 
tiles, tables, mortars, and other stone, and gene- 
rally all stone and earthen ware, 5 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

On cabinct wares, and all manufactures of wood, 
or of which wood is the material of chicf value, 5 
per cent. ad valorem. 

On carriages, and parts of carriages, 44 per 
cent. 

On all manufactures of cotten or linen, or of mus- 
lins of cotton and linen, or of which cotton or lin- 
en is the material of chief valuc, being printed, 
stained, or colored, 24 per cent. 

On coffee, per pound, 1 cent. 

On cocoa, per pound, 2 cents. 

On cheese, per pound, 3 cents. 

On salt, per bushel, 3 cents. 

On the tonnage of ships or vessels of the United 
States employed in forcign trade, six cents per 
ton. 

On all other ships or vessels, 25 cents per ton. 

Resolved, That, after the day of ——, every 
person keeping a carriage, for the conveying of 
persons, for their own use, shall notify the same at 
some office which may be designated for the pur- 
pose, and shall pay, annually, 

For a coach, 10 dollars. 

For a chariot, 8 dollars. 

For any other four-whecled carriage, 6 dollars. 

For a chaise, or other two whecled carriage, 2 
dollars. 

With an addition of one-fourth, where two car- 
riages shall be kept by one person ; of one third, 
where three carriages shall be kept by one person ; 
and of onc half, where more than three carriages 
are kept by the same person. 

Resolved, That after the day of ——, there 
be paid the following stamp duties : 

Letters patent, 2 dollars. 

Exemplification thereof, 1 dollar. 

Licenses or certificates of admission of solicitors, 
attorneys, clerks, advocates, proctors, and other 
officers of Courts, 6 dollars. 

Exemplification under the seals of Courts, 50 
cents. 

Affidavits and affirmations, except those before 
the officers of the public revenue, those relative to 
suits pending in Courts, to be used thercin, and 
those relative to criminal proceedings, 10 cents. 

Deeds, except those otherwise particularly rated, 
25 cents. 

Charter parties, 1 dollar. 

Bottomry and respondentia bonds, 1 dollar. 

Apprentices’ indentures, 15 cents. 

Certificates of debentures for drawbacks, 20 
cents. 

Bills of lading coastwise, except for vessels go- 
ing from one district to another within the same 
State, 10 cents. 

Do. foreign, 20 cents. 


Inventories of the effects of deceased persons, or 
for any other purpose prescribed by law, exceptin 
eases of goods distraincd, or in compliance of any 
agreement between two or more persons, 10 cents. 

Bonds for the security of money, when the sum 
is above fifty, and not exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars, 20 cents. 

Above onc hundred, and not excecding five hun- 
dred dollars, 25 cents. 

Above five hundred, and not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars, 30 cents. 

Above one thousand dollars, 40 cents. 

Receipts for legacics, or shares of personal es- 
tatc, in cases of intestates, where the sum is above 
fifty, and not exceeding one hundred dollars, 25 
cents. 

More than one hundred, and not excecding five 
hundred dollars, 50 cents. 

For every further sum above five hundred dol- 
lars, 1 dollar. 

[Not to extend to wives, children, or grand-chil- 
dren. ] 

Notarial acts, 25 cents. 

Letters of attorney, 25 cents. 

Policies of insurance, from one district to ano- 
ther in the United States, 20 cents. 

To and from the United States to any forcign 
country, for any sum not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, 25 cents. 

For every further sum more than five hundred 
dollars, 25 cents, 

For every sum of two thousand dollars, or up- 
wards, 1 dollar. 

Probates of wills, and letters of administration, 
50 cents. 

Resolved, That, after the - day of , there 
shall be paid on all sales at auction, except in ca- 
ses of property sold upon execution, or by virtue 
of distresses for rent or tax, or in consequence of 
bankruptcies, and legal insolvencies, or where 
there have been gencral assiguinents for the beue- 
fit of creditors, or in cases where ships and goods 
have been stranded or wrecked, or in cases of sale 
by executors or administrators, or of produce sold 
upon the land where it is produced, at the rate of 
1 per cent. 

Resolved, That, after the —— day of ——, there 
shall be paid upon all tobacco manufactured in the 
United States, 4 cents per pound. 

On all snuff, 8 cents per pound. 

That every manufacturer of tobacco or snuff, 
shall, on or before the day of , Make en- 
try with the officer of inspection of the district in 
which he resides, of the house or building in which 
the manufactory is carried on, and shall entcr into 
bond, with sufficient surety, to render a faithful 
account every three months, of the quantity of 
tobacco or snuff sold or sent out, within that pe- 
riod, 

That, previous to taking in any tobacco for the 
purpose of being manufactured, he shall notify the 
same to the office of inspection, and shall keep a 
book in which shall be entered daily the quantity 
of tobacco or snuff sold or sent out in each day. 

Resolved, That there be laid an additional duty 
of four cents per pound upon all tobacco, eight 
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cents per pound on all snuff, and two cents per 
pound on all refined sugar imported into the Uni- 
ted States, after the day of 

Resolved, That, after the day of , there 
be paid on all sugars refined within the United 
States, 2 cents per pound. 

Resolved, That after the day of , every 
person selling distilled spirits, or wines, for con- 
sumption out of their own dwellings, distilled 
spirits in less quantity than twenty gallons, wines 
in less quantity than thirty gallons, except in the 
original cask or package in which they were im- 
ported, shall take out licenses to authorize the sale 
of such distilled spirits and wines, and shall pay, 
anuually, for a license to scll all forcign distilled 
spirits, 5 dollars. 

For a license to sell all wines, 5 dollars. 

Resolve/, That the sum of seven hundred and | 
fifty thousand dollars be raised by dircet tax. for 
the year 1794, to be apportioned among the States, 
agreeably to the rule prescribed by the Constitu- ; 
tion. 


APLROPRIATIONS. 
1. Appropriations for the support of 


Government - - - $521,447 24 
2. Do. for War Department, includ- 

ing fortifications - - 1,629,936 01 
3. Interest on Public Debt - - 2,849,194 73 
4. Frigates - - - - 700,000 00 
5. Appropriations for foreign inter- 

course - - - - 1,000,000 00 

6. Arsenals, &c. - - - 343,640 00| 
7. Addition to the Military Ièstab- 

lishment, &e. - - - 650,000 00 

$6,694,217 98 
WAYS AND MEANS. 

1. Surplus of revenue 

for 1793 - - $1,118,584 19 
2. Probable product of 


impost for 1794 - 8,300.000 00 

. Do. excise - - 400,000 00 
Probable surpluses 
of appropriations 
out of the reve- 
nues of 1793 - 


mre 


500,000 00 


5,318,584 19 


BALANCES DUE TO AND FROM 
RAL STATES. 


THE SEYE- 
[Communicated to Congress, December 4, 1793.] 
Ovrice OF tus COMMISSIONERS or Accounts, 
Puntavervita, June 29, 1793. 
The Commissioners appointed to execute the several 
acts of Congress, to provide more effectually for the 
settlement of the accounts between the United States 
and the individual States, report: 
That they huve maturely considered the claims 
of the several States against the United States, 


and the charges of the United States against. the 
individual States. 

That. they have gone through the process pre- 
seribed in the 5th section of the act of Congress, 
passed the õth day of August, 1790, (the particu- 
lars whercof will be found in Book A, lodged with 
the papers of this office in the Treasury Depart- 
ment,) and find that there is duc, including iutor- 
est, to the 31st day of December, 1789, to the State 
of - 


New Hampshire - - - $75,055 
Massachusetts - - - 1,218,801 
Rhode Island - - 299,611 
Connccticnt - - - 619,121 
New Jersey - - - 49,630 
South Carolina - - - 1,205,978 
Georgia - - - - 19,988 


And that there is due, including interest, to the 
31st day of December, 1789, from the State of— 


New York - - - $2,074,546 
Pennsylvania - - - 76,009 
Delaware - - ~ 612,428 
Maryland - - - 151,640 
Virginia - - - - 100,879 
North Carolina - - - 501,082 


Which several sums they, by virtue of the au- 
thority to them delegated, declare to be the final 
and conclusive balances due to and from the seve- 


ral States. 
WM. IRVINE, 
JOHN KEAN, 
WOODBURY LANGDON. 
I certify the above to be a true copy of the ori- 
ginal. 
B. W. DANBRIDGE, 
Secretary to the President of the U. Slates. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


[Communicated to the House of Representatives, 
December 15, 1794.] 


Mr. Wista Sama, from the Committee appointed to 
prepare and report a plan for the redemption of the 
Public Debt, made the following report : 


That, from the documents accompanying this 
report, marked A and B, it appears that the sur- 
plus of the existing revenues beyond the probable 
expenditures for the year 1795 and to the succeed- 
ing years, will enable the Legislature to commence, 
during the year 1795, and to continue thereafter, 
the payment of that portion of the Public Debt 
which the Government has by law reserved the 
right to redeem, 

‘The committee, therefore, submit the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That there be appropriated, out of the 
revenues of the ycar 1795, a sum not exceeding 
six hundred thousand dollars, to be applied to the 
payment of two dollars on every hundred dollars 
of the amount of that part of the Publie Debt 
which bears an aclual interest of six per cent., the 
said payment to be made on the day of —— 
next. 

Fhe committee further report, that it would, in 
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their opinion, be expedient to appropriate, until the; The following resolutions, as connceted with 
year 1801, all the revenues arising from the duties | this subject, are also submitted by the committee: 
and taxes on manufactured sugar and snuff, on Resolved, That the eighth section of the act of 
licenses for retailing wines and spirituous liquors, | last session, laying additional duties on goods, 
on sales al auction, and on carriages, to the pay- : wares, and merchandise, be repcaled ; and that the 
ment of sv much of the Publie Debt as the Go- ; duration of the said act be made commensurate 
vernment shall annually have a right to redeem, | with the act for laying such duties, passed 10th of 
and for that purpose to prolong the duration of | August, 1790, entitled “An act making further 
the said duties and taxes to the year 1801. They | provision for the Debt of the United States.” 
therefore recommend the tollowing resolution : Resolved, That the surplus of revenue which 
Resolved, That the sevcral clauses of limitation may hereafter exist, after satisfying all legal ap- 
in the acts for laying duties and taxes on manu. ' propriations, ought to be annually appropriated to 
factured sugar and snuff, on licenses for retailing | the purchase of the Publie Debt. 
wines and spirituous liquors, on sales at auction, The prospect of an approaching peace with the 
and on carriages, be repealed; that the said several, Indian tribes having suggested to the committee 
acts bo contiuned in force until the year 1801, and! the propricty of resorting to the Western Jands, 
that the moneys arising therefrom be appropriated | as an auxiliary resource for the discharge of the 
to the discharge of that portion of the Public Debt j Public Debt, they recommend the following reso- 
which 1s redeemable by law—subject, however, to] Intion : 
a substitution of other dutics or taxes of eqnal| Resolved, That provision be made for the sale 
value, to all or any of the said duties and taxes. | of the public lands in the Western Territory. 


/nsatisfied charges upon the Revenue at the close of 1798 
To balance of unsatisfied appropriations at the end of the yeur 1793, ex- 


clusive of the balance of the Foreign Fund at that time - - $2,878,682 30 
From which is deducted balance of the Interest F und, then remaining 
. unexpended, in purchases of the Domestic Debt - - - 31,649 33 


$2,847,282 97 
To balance remaining uncxpended of the proceeds of Foreign Loans, 
transferred to the United States - - - - - - - 1,257,503 58 


n 


8,604,736 55 


Balance, being surplus of revenues beyond the appropriations stated at 
the Treasury, to the end of the ycar 1798 -~ - - - - - 2,487,181 07 


— 


6,091,917 62 


/nexpended Funds at the close of 1793. 
Balance in the Treasury on December 31, 1793 - - - et - 753,661 69 
Amount to be accounted for on December 31, 1793 by the collectors - 5,250,151 66 
To which is added amount of warrants, passed to their credit in the year 
1793, which are not stated in the 'Treasurer’s account, till the year i 194 45,886 94 


` 5,296,038 60 
From which is deducted amount of warrants included in the Treasurer's 
accounts for the year 1793, and not passed to the credit of collectors, v 
till the year 1794 -~ - - - - - - 170,032 48 
~ 5,126,006 12 
Amount for which Supervisors were accountable on December 31, 1793 281,456 37 
To which is added amount of warrants credited to them in the year 


1793, not stated in the Treasurcr’s accounts, till the ycar 1794 - 1,804 04 
288,260 41 
From which is deducted amount of warrants included in the Treasurer's 
accounts for the year 1798, paid Supervisors whose accounts have not 
been adjusted - - - - - - - 71,010 60 
—————__ 212,249 81 
A. 6,091,917 62 


ESTIMATED CHARGES UPON TIIE REVENUE FOR THE YEAR 1794. 
Appropriations for the service of the year 1794. viz. : : 
By the aot of March 14, 1794, for the support of Government - 7 $521,447 24 
For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, under the first section 
of this act, payable out of any unappropriated moncys. The whole 
sum appropriated is 1,000,000 dollars, of which the domestic revenue 
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will probably be adequate to the reimbursement of 200,000 borrawed 
in the United States under this act, and which sum is, therefore, stated 


as an appropriation - - - - - - 200,000 00 
For expenses of intercourse with forcign nations, in virtue of the act of 

July 1, 1790, farther continued by this act - - - - 40,000 90 
March 21, for Military Establishment - - - - - 1,629,936 O1 
March 27, for the pay and emoluments of Major General Lafayette - 24,424 00 
April 2, for erecting and repairing Arsenals - - - - 421,865 00 
April 5, for placing buoys off the harbor of New London - - 2,500 00 
May 19, tor erecting a light-house on the island of Seguin - - 5,300 00 
June 5, for certain expenses of Commissioners of Loaus - - 15,000 00 
June 9, for various perposes - - - - - - 1,292,137 38 


———— $1,152,609 68 
August 4, 1790, interest on the Domestic and Assumed Debis for the 
year 1794, including an estimate for outstanding balances not entitled 
to a dividend - - - - - - - 2,480,828 78 
Interest on Forcign Debt, for 1794, as estimated - - - 633,733 50 
______—_ 3,164,062 28 
Interest on temporary Domestic Loans for the year 1794, payable out 
of the revenue, viz.: on sums remaining due at different periods—of 
400,000 dollars received on account of the Loan of 528,500 dollars, 
authorized by the act of May 2, 1792— 
On 400,000 dollars to June 30, 1794 - - - $20,000 00 
On 360,000 dollars from July 1 to December 31 - 7,500 00 
—— 27,500 09 


On sums remaining due at different periods : 
Of 800,600 dollars received on the Loan of that amount, 
authorized by the act of February 28, 1793, on 800,000 
dollars to December 31, 1798 - - - 18,333 33 
On 400,000 dollars from January 1 to Jannary 31, 1794; 
on 200,000 dollars from February 1 to June 18, 1794, 
when the Loan was diseharged - - - 5,361 11 
—— 23,694 44 
On sums due at different periods of the Loan of 1,000,000 
dollars, authorized by the act of March 27, 1794: 


On 800,000 dollars to Junc 30, 1794 - - - 7,500 00 
On 1,000,000 dollars from July 1 to October 1 - 12,500 00 
On 600,000 dollars from October 1 to December 31 - 7,500 00 


—— 27,500 00 
On the Loan of 2,000,000 dollars for stock of the Bank of the United 

States, which, by the act of June 4, 1794, is payable out of the divi 

dends credited as revenue, aud contia, computed to June 30, 1794, the 

time of the last dividend - - = - - 247,972 00 
On 1,000,000 dollars received on a Loan of that amount, 

authorized by the act of June 9, 1794, on 200,000 dol- 

lars from September 1 to September 30, 1794 - $833 33 
On 100,000 dollars from October 1 to December 31- - 12,500 00 


13,888 33 
Estimate to cover the interest which may aceruc in the year 1794, in case 

the sum of 1,000,000 dollars should be borrowed for the expenses of 

intercourse with forcign nations, under the authority given by the act 

of March 20, 1794, for that purpose, which interest is charged upon 

the domestic revenue by the act of June 9, 1794, say - - 20,000 00 


859,999 77 
7,676,672 68 
Balance, being estimated surplus of revenue to the close of the year 1794, above the 

appropriations charged thereon - - - - - - - 842,425 38 


$8,019,098 06 


ESTIMATED REVENUE OF THE YEAR 1794. 


Balance stated on December 31, 1793, as surplus of revenue beyond the appropriations 
charged at the Treasury, to said period - - ~ ~ - - $2,487,181 OT 
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Proceeds of duties on imports and tonnage during the year 1794, exclusive of drawbacks 


paid, and payable, therefrom - - - - - - - - 5,250,000 00 
Proceeds of duties on distilled spirits, on aout sugar, carriages, goods sold at auction, 

licenses, estimated at - - - - - - - - 450,000 00 

Receipts to September 30, 1794, viz: 

On account of balances arising on accounts under the late Government $693 50 
Postage - - - - - - - - 18,978 49 
Cents and half cents - - - - - - - 8,383 00 
Patents - - 390 00 
Dividends on Bank stock of the United States to Jate 30, 1794- - - 803,472 00 

831,916 99 

$8,519,098 06 

B. — 


ESTIMATED CHARGES UPON THE REVENUE FOR THE YEAR 1795. 


Appropriations for the service of the year 1795, made and to be made, viz: 
By the act of March 20, 1794, for expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, in virtue 


of the act of July 1, 1790, further continued by this act - - - - $40,000 00 
For the Civil Lists, as stated by the Register of the Treapury - - - - 435,249 53 
For miscellaneous purposes, ditto - - - - - - 82,6004 13 
For expenses of Commissioners of Loans, for clerk hire and stationery, in case the same 

shall be authorized by law - - - - - - - - 15,000 00 
For interest on the Domestic and Assumed Debts, and on credits to several States - 2,895,741 74 
For interest on the Foreign Debt during the year 1795 - - - 702,861 00 
For interest on temporary Domestic Loans during the year 1795, estimated at 2, 000, 000, 

at five per cent. per annum ~- - - - - 100,000 00 
For the Military Establishment during the year 1795, including six months? "pay and 

subsistence of the Navy, and expenses of the militia expedition i in 1794 - - 2,940,655 74 

6,661,512 14 
Balance, being estimated surplus of revenue to the close of the year 1795 - - 510,913 24 


$7,172,425 88 


Norr. --The surplusses of certain appropriations, after satisfying the objects for which they were 
made, may be considered as an additional fund. ‘I'he amount cannot be ascertained at present, but may 
be safely calculated at two hundred thousand dollars. 


ESTIMATED REVENUE OF THE YEAR 1795, 


Estimated surplus of revenue at ane close of the year 1794, abors the appropriations 

charged thereon - - - - - $842,425 38 
Estimated product of the duties on imports and tonnage for the year 1795, on a suppo- 

sition that the additional duties iinposed during the Jast session of Congress will pro- 

duce 500,000 dollars - - a 5,500,000 00 
Estimated product of inland duties for the year 1795, on distilled spirits, and on stills, 

which, cousidering the impediments attending the importation of molasses and coarse 


sugars, and the high price of -grain at present, are calculated at - _ $400,000 00 
On carriages - - - - - - - 150,000 00 
On sales at auction - - =" - - - - 40,000 00 
On refined sugars and snuff - - - = - - 90,000 00 
Qn licenses for retailing forcign spirits and wines - - a 100,000 00 


———— 780,000 00 
Estimated surplus of the Bank dividend, on stock held by the United States, above the 
sum which will be due for interest on the Loan for said stock - - 50,000 00 


$7,172,425 38 
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PUBLIC CREDIT., 


Treasury Department, January 16, 1795 


Sir: I beg leave, through you, to inform the 
Senate, that, pursuant to the 2d section of the act 
establishing the Treasury Department, which ex- 
pressly makes it the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury “to digest and prepare plans for the im- 
provement and management of the revenue and 
for the support of Public Credit,” I have digested 
and prepared a plan, on the basis of the actual re- 
venues, for the further support of Public Credit, 
which is ready for communication to the Senate. 

This plan embraces a further provision for the 
Subscribed Debt; a provision for converting, with 
the consent of the creditors, the Foreign into the 
Domestic Debt; a provision for augmenting the 
Sinking Fund, so as to render it commensurate 
with the entire Debt of the United States; sug- 
gestions for giving effect to the act of the last ses- 
sion, granting a million of dollars for the purposes 
of foreign intercourse; with some auxiliary propo- 
sitions. 

With perfect respect, I have the honor to be, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 
Seoretary of the Treasury. 

To the Vice Present of the United States 

and President of the Senate. 


‘Treasury Department, January 20, 1795. 
Str: Agreeably to the order of the Senate, I 
have the honor to transmit the plan for the sup- 
port of Public Credit, announced in my Letter of 
the 16th instant, together with sundry statemenis 
connected with it; and to be your most obedient 
servant, A. HAMILTON. 
To the Vice Presiwnnt of the United States 
and President of the Senate. 


The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully makes 
the following Report to the Senate: 

The President of the United States, with that 
provident concern for the public welfare which 
characterizes all his conduct, was pleased, in his 
Speech to the two Houses of Congress, at the 
opening of the present session, to invite their at- 
tention to the adoption of a definitive plan for the 
redemption of the Public Debt, and to the con- 
summation of whatsoever may remain unfinished 
of our system of Public Credit, in order to place 
that Credit, as far as may be practicable, on 
grounds which cannot be disturbed, and to prevent 
that progressive accumulation of Debt, which inust 
ultimately endanger all Government. 

It was, at the same time, very justly intima- 
ted, that the period which has elapsed since the 
commencement of our fiscal measures, (now more 
than four ycars,) has so far developed our re- 
sources, as to open the way to the important 
work. And it is matter of solid consolation that 
the result, presenting a state of our finances, pros- 
perous beyond expectation, solicits the public coun- 
cils to enter, with zeal and decision, upon mea- 


sures commensurate with the greatness of the in- 
terests to be promoted. 

Under the influence of this conviction, in con- 
formity with the suggestions of the President, and 
pursuant to the duty which the constitution of the 
Department, as by law established, enjoins upon 
the Secretary of the Treasury, he has employed 
himself in digesting and preparing the matcrials 
of a plan for the attainment of the invaluable 
ends which are recommended. And he now re- 
spectfully submits them to the consideration of 
Congress. 

Towards a clear and distinct conception of the 
means necessary to the accoimplishinent of these 
ends, it will be useful, in the first place, to review 
what has been heretofore done. This will be pre- 
sented under three heads; 

I. The revenues which have been established ; 

If. The provisions for funding the Debt, and for 
the payment of interest upon it; 

TI. The provisions for reimbursing and extin- 
guishing the Debt. 

I, The revenues which have been established 
appear in the following acts: 

Ist. “ An act for laying a duty on goods, wares, 
and merchandises, imported into the United 
States,” passed June the Ist, 1789. This act, as 
its title imports, lays various specific and ad valo- 
rem rates on all articles (with exception of a few 
useful to agriculture and manufactures) imported 
from foreign countries. The lowest ad valorem 
rate is 5 per cent., with a discount of 10 per cent. 
in favor of our own bottoms. The duration as- 
signed these duties was the end of the session of 
Congress next succeeding the 1st day of Junc, 
1796. 

2d. “ An act imposing duties on tonnage,” passed 
July 20, 1789. 

This act lays various rates of duty on the ton- 
nage of ships and vessels entered in the United 
States from foreign countries, and, in certain cases, 
in one part of the United States to another. 

Its duration was indefinite, no limit having been 
assigned. 

3d. “ An act imposing duties on the tonnage of 
ships and vessels,” passed July 20, 1790. 

This act is a substitute for the one last men- 
tioned, preserving the same rates of duty, but ap- 
plying them, in some instances differently. lt is, 
like the former, of indefinite duration. 

4th. “An act making further provision for the 
payment of the Debts of the United States,” 
passed August 10, 1790. 

This act repeals, after the last of December, 
1790, the duties on imported articles, laid by the 
act above cited, and substitutes new and generally 
increased rates, specific and ad valorem. 

The lowest ad valorem rate in this, as in the for- 
mer act, is five per cent.; but the number of arti- 
cles to which it applies is much narrowed ; and, 
instead of a discount in favor of our own bottoms, 
an addition of 10 per cent. is made to the disadvan. 
tage of foreign bottoms. 

The number of free articles is somewhat ex- 
tended, in further encouragement of agriculture 
and manufactures, 
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Tt is declared that the duties laid by this act 
shall continue till the Debts and purposes for 
which they are appropriated shall be satisfied ; 
reserving, however, a right to Congress to substi- 
tute other duties or taxes of equal value. 

5th. “An act to incorporate the subscribers to 
the Bank of the United States,” passed the 25th of 
February, 1791. 

The sccond section of this act authorizes the 
President to cause a subscription to be made to 
the stock of the Bank, on account of the United 
States, to the amount of $2,000,000; and, witha 
view to the accomplishment of that object, to bor- 
row of the Bank $2,000,000, to be reimbursed in 
ten cqual yearly instalments. 

The difference between the interest payable on 
the Loan and the dividend on the stock, consti- 
tutes an item of annual income to the United 
States. Tt is unappropriated. 

6th. “An act repealing, after the lasi day of 
June next, the duties herctofore laid upon distilled 
spirits imported from abroad, and laying others in 
their stead; and, also, upon spirits distilled within 
the United States, and for appropriating the 
same,” passed the 3d of March, 1791. 

This act, in conformity with its title, repeals, 
after June, 1791, the duties on imported spirits, 
laid by the act of the 10th of August, 1790, and 
establishes, in lieu of them, higher rates, namely, 
from 20 to 40 cents per gallon, according to proof. 
Tt also lays duties, to commence at the same time, 
upon spirits distilled within the United States ; 
namely, on those from foreign materials from 11 
to 30 cents, according to proof; on those from do- 
mestic materials, if distilled in cities, towns, or 
villages, from 9 to 25 cents per gallon, according 
to proof; if distilled in other places, it imposes a 
yearly rate of 60 cents per gallon of the capacity 
of each still, with an option to. the distiller to keep 
and render an account of the produce of his still, 
and to pay 9 cents per gallon of the quantity of 
spirits distilled therein. 

These duties are appropriated, primarily, in the 
same manner and to the same purposes as those 
laid on imported articles by the act of the 10th of 
August, 1790, and are to continue for the same 
time, with the like reservation of a right to sub- 
stitute other duties or taxes of equal value. There 
is a further appropriation, which will be noticed 
hereafter. 

Tth. “ An act for raising a further sum of money 
for the protection of the frontiers, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned,” passed May 2, 1792. 

This act repeals, after June, 1792, the former 
duties on a number of imported articles, and cs- 
tablishes higher duties in their stead. 

Tt extends, among other things, the duties on 
foreign distilled spirits, laying ou those made from 
grain 28 to 50 cents per gallon; on others 25 to 
4G cents per gallon. The appropriation and dura- 
tion of these new duties are conformable and co- 
extensive with those repealed. There is, likewise, 
an addition of 24 per cent. to that class of duties 
ad valorem, which before was rated at 5 per cent., 
but this additional duty is limited to the term of 
two years. 


Out of the surplus of these duties, after satisfy- 
ing the permanent appropriations, certain gross 
sums are appropriated for the service of the War 
Department. 

Sth. “ An act concerning the duties on spirits 
distilled within the United States,” passed May 8, 
1792. 

This act repeals, after the last day of June, 
1792, the former duties on spirits distilled within 
the United States and on stills, and, instead of 
them, establishes lower duties, namely, on those 
made of foreign materials, from 10 to 25 cents 
per gallon, according to proof; on those made of 
domestic materials, if in cities, towns, or villages, 
or at distillerics, where the stills, singly or to- 
gether, arc of the capacity of 100 gallons or up- 
wards, from 7 to 18 cents per gallon of the spirits 
distilled, according to the proof; if made in other 
places, or at distilleries where the stills are of in- 
ferior capacity, the yearly rate of 54 cents per gal- 
lon of the capacity of each still. A new option 
is given to the distiller, which is, instead of pay- 
ing the yearly rate, to take out licenses for the 
monthly employment of his stills, paying each 
time 10 cents per gallon of the capacity of each 
still. 

These new duties are appropriated in the same 
manner, and for the same purposes, and are to con- 
tinue for the same time, as those for which they 
are substitutes; and, to make good any deficiency 
which may accrue from lowering the rates, the 
surplus of the duties imposed by the act of the 2d 
of the same month is appropriated. 

“ An act to promote the progress of Useful Arts, 
and to repeal the act heretofore made for that pur- 
pose,” passed February 21, 1793. 

This act ordains certain fees to be paid by per- 
sons to whom patents are granted for inventions, 
discoveries, or improvements, and appropriates 
them to’the purpose of defraying clerk-hire in 
the Department of State. Its duration is inde- 
finite. 

9th. “An act to establish the Post Office and 
Post Roads within the United States,” passed May 
8, 1794. 

This act establishes, to commence on the Ist of 
June following, various rates of postage on letters, 
and directs that the Postmaster shall render to the 
Treasury Department a quarterly account of re- 
ccipts and expenditures, and shall pay, quarterly, 
into the Treasury, the balance in his hands. 

The duration of this act is also indefinite. It 
contains no appropriation of the sums paid into the 
Treasury. 

10th. “ An act laying duties npon carriages for 
the conveyance of persons,” passed June 5, 1794. 

This act lays different rates of duty, from $10 
down to $1, upon carriages for the conveyance of 
persons, kept by or for any person, for his or her 
own use, or to be let to hire, or for the conveying 
of passengers; and, to guard against misappre- 
hension, declares, that the duties shall not be con- 
strued to extend to any carriage usually and chiefly 
employed in husbandry, or for the transporting or 
carrying of goods, wares, merchandise, produce, or 
commodities. 
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The duration of the duties is limited to the end 
of the session of Congress which shall be next 
after the term of two years from the time of pass- 
ing the act. It contains no appropriation. 

1th, “An act laying duties on licenses for sell- 
ing wines and forcign distilled spirituous liquors 
by retail,” passed June 5, 1794. 

This act requires that every retail dealer in 
wines shall take out a yearly license, and shall 
pay for it a duty of $5; and that every retail 
dealer in foreign distilled spirituous liquors shall 
also take out a yearly license, and pay for it a duty 
of $5. It defines a retail dealer in wines to be a 
person who deals in the selling of wines, to be 
carried or sent out of the house, building, or place 
of his or her dwelling, in less quantities at one 
lime than thirty gallons, except in the original 
cask, case, box, or package, in which it is import- 
ed, A retail dealer of spirituous liquors to he a 
persou who shall deal in the selling of foreign 
distilled spirituous liquors, to be carricd or sent 
out of the house, building, or place of his or her 
dwelling, in less quantities than twenty gallons at 
one time. No difference is made between the 
dealer in several kinds of wines, or several kinds 
of forcign distilled liquors, aud the dealer in one 
kind. 

The same duration is assigned to this act as to 
the one last cited. It is equally without an appro- 
priation. 

12th. 
and refined sugar,” passed June 5, 1794. 

This act lays a duty of 8 cents per pound on all 
snuff, which, after the 30th of September, 1794, 
, should be manufactured within the United States, 
and of 2 cents per pound on all sugar which, after 
that day, should ‘be refined within the United 
States. The remark made upon the two last re- 
cited acts is applicable to this, as te the duration 
of the duties, and the appropriation of their pro- 
ceeds. 

18th. “An act laying additional duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandises, imported into the United 
States,” passed June 7, 1794. 

This act lays upon sundry enumerated articles, 
on their importation from forcign countries, cer- 
tain specific and ad valorem rates of duty, in ad- 
dition to those before charged upon them, and 
adds gencrally a duty of two and a half per cen- 
tum on all that class of articles which were before 
chargeable with seven and a half per centum ad 
valorem. It also prolongs the temporary two and 
a half per centum, laid by the act of May 2, 1792, 
till the Ist of January, 1797, to which period the 
other duties laid by it are to continuc. It contains 
no appropriation. 

14. “An act laying duties on property sold at 
auction,” passed June 9, 1794. 

This act lays a duty on sales at auction, by per- 
sons licensed according to the laws of a State or 
this act, prohibiting others from selling at auction, 
of one quarter per cent. of the purchase money 
arising from the sale of any right, interest, or es- 
tate, in lands, tenements, or hereditaments, uten- 
sils in husbandry, farming stock, or ships and ves- 
sels, of one half per cent. of the purchase money 


“ An act laying certain duties upon snuff 


arising from the sales of any other goods, chattels, 
rights, or credits. 

The term of these duties is limited to the end 
of the session next after the expiration of two 
years from the time of passing the act, which also 
is without an appropriation. 

But by an act, entitled “ An act making appro- 
priations for certain purposes therein expressed,” 
passed the same 9th of June, 1794, certain specific 
sums, amounting together to $1,292,137 38, are 
charged upon the proceeds of the revenues which 
are created by the five last mentioned acts, and 
there is a reservation made out of them of a sum 
sufficient to pay the interest of whatever moncys 
may be borrowed pursuant to the act, entitled 
“ An act making further provision for the expenses 
attending the intercourse of the United States with 
foreign nations,” &c., passed the 20th of March, 
1794, which sum is pledged for the payment of that 
interest, : 

These acts comprehend all the current revenucs 
of the United States. Their product will appear 
hereafter. 

In addition to them a fund will be derived from 
the sale of the public lands in the Western Ter- 
ritory. And there likewise occur, from time 
to time, payments into the ‘Treasury on ac- 
count of old debts; but these are too casual and of 
too little magnitude to be more than cursorily men- 
tioned. 

The lands in the Western Territory, of which 
the Government of the United States has acquired 
the right of soil, are estimated, in a report of the 
late Secretary of State, to amount to 21,000,000 of 
acres. This quantity, at 20 cents per acre, the 
price upon former occasions contemplated, would 
yield a sum of $4,200,000. But it is believed that 
it would be unsafe to count upon so large a sun. 
Besides, the uncertainty as to the proportion which 
may be of a saleable quality, and as to the price 
which may be obtained for it, the boundary line 
between the United States and the Indians is un- 
derstood to be unsettled with regard to a large part 
of the tract on which the computation is made. If 
it ultimately yields $3,000,000, it will probably 
equal every reasonable expectation. 

II. The provisions for funding the Debt, and for. 
payment of interest upon it, are comprised in the 
following acts: 

ist. “ An act making provision for the Debt of . 
the United States,” passed August 4, 1790. 

This act, commonly called the Funding Act, con- 
tains these several provisions, viz : 

1. Tt reserves out of the proceeds of the duties 
on imports and tonnage, for the support of the Go- 
vernment of the United States, and their common 
defence, the yearly sum of $600,000. 

2. It appropriates so much of the same proceeds 
as should be necessary to the payment of interest 
on Foreign Loans, before that time contracted, or 
which should afterwards be contracted, for dis- 
charging the arrears of interest, and the principal 
of antecedent Forcign Loans, to continue so appro- 
priated till the Debt created by those Loans should 
be fully discharged. 

3. It authorizes the President to borrow any 


APPENDIX. 


1326 


Public 


Credit. 


sum or sums, not exceeding $12,000,000, to dis- 
charge the arrears of interest upon and the instal- 
ments of the principal of the Forcign Debt, due 
and to grow due; and if to be effected on advan- 
tageous terms, to pay off the whole of that Debt; 
and further authorizes him to make such other 
contracts respecting it as should be found for the 
interest of the United States, so that no engagement 
or contract should preclude from reimbursing the 
sum borrowed withiu fifteen years after they should 
be borrowed. 

4. In order to adapt the form of the Domestic 
Debt to the then circumstances of the United 
States, as far as should be found practicable, “ con- 
sistently wilh good faith and the rights of creditors,” 
which il truly declares, “could only be done by a 
voluntary Lean on their part,’ il propgses a Loan 
to the United States, (direeting, for that purpose, 
books for subscriptions to be opened at the Trea- 
sury, and by Commissioners of Loans in the 
several States, on the Ist of October, 1790, and to 
continue for a yenr,) the sums subscribed to the 
Loan to be paid in certain enumerated evidences of 
the Debt of the United States, upon these terms, 
viz: 

First. That the interest unpaid on the principal 
of these evidences should be computed up to the 
last of December, 1790. 

Second. That, for any sum subscribed and paid 
in the principal of the Debt, the subscriber should 
be entitled to one certificate for a sum equal to 
two-thirds of the sum subscribed, bearing an in- 
terest of 6 per cent. per annum, commencing the 
lst day of January, 1791, payable quarter-yearly, 
and subject to redemption by payments not ex- 
ceeding, in one year, on account of both principal 
and interest, $8 upon a hundred of the original 
sum so subscribed and paid; and to another certi- 
ficate for a sum equal to the remaining third of 
that sum, which, after the year 1800, should bear 
a like interest, payable in like manner, and sub- 
ject to a like rate of redemption; but that the 
United States, though having a right to redeem 
in the above mentioned proportion, should not be 
obliged to do it. 

Third. That for any sum subscribed and paid in 
the interest of the Debt, the subseriber should be 
entitled to a certificate for a sum equal to the sum 
subscribed, bearing an interest of 3 per cent. per 
annum, from the said last day of December, 1790, 
payable quarter-yearly, and redeemable at pleasure, 
by payment of the principal. 

Fourth, That the new stock created by the said 
Loan should be transferable on the books upon 
which the eredit fur it should stand by the pro- 
prielor or his attorney; these books to be ‘either 
those kept for the purpose at the Treasury, or by 
the Commissioners of Loans in the respective 
States; a mode being provided for the transfer 
from the books at one place to those at another. 

Fifih. That the interest should be payable 
wheresocver the credit for the stock should exist, 
when the payment of the interest should become 
due; except that the dividend of interest for any 
quarter of a year which should not be demanded 
before the expiration of a third quarter, should 


afterwards be demandable only at the Trea. 
sury. 

Sixth. That, for the regular payment of the in- 
terest on the several kinds of stock to arise from 
the Loan, as it should accrue, including that which 
is deferred, the proceeds of the public revenues, 
which, before that time, had been, or, during the 
then session, should be provided, after reserving, 
yearly, $600,000, for the support of the Govern- 
ment of the Uniled States, and their common de- 
fence, and such sum as should be necessary for 
payment of interest on the Foreign Loans before 
mentioned should be, and thereby were, pledged 
and appropriated till the final redemption of the 
capital stoek. 

5. Premising that some of the creditors of the 
United States might not think fit to become sub- 
scribers to the Loan, this act declares that “ no- 
thing contained in it should be construed in any 
wise to alter, abridge, or impair the rights of those 
creditors of the United States who should not sub- 
scribe to the Loan or the contracts upon which 
their respective claims are founded, but that the 
said contracts and rights should remain in full 
force and virtue.” And to obviate all idea of com- 
pulsion on the creditors to subscribe, it allows to 
non-subscribers, during the pendency of the Loan, 
and until the end of the year 1791, a rate per cen- 
tum, on their respective demands, equal to that 
whieh is paid to subscribing creditors; on the sole 
condition, that the evidences of Debt holden by 
them, except those which had been issued by the 
Register of the Treasury, for the registered Debt, 
should be exchanged for other certificates, spe- 
cifying the specie amount. of those in exchange, 
for which they were given, and otherwise of the 
like fenor with those which had therefore been 
issued by the Register of the Treasury, for the 
registered Debt; stating, as the grounds of this 
condition, that some of the certificates then in 
circulation, had not been liquidated to specie value ; 
that most of them were greatly subject to counter- 
feit; that counterfeits had actually taken place in 
numerous instances; and that embarrassment and 
imposition might attend the payment of interest on 
these certificates in their then form. 

6. This act likewise proposes another Loan, to 
the amount of $21,500,000, payable in the princi- 
pal and interest, indiscriminately, of the evidences 
of Debt of the respective States, according to cer- 
tain quotas, to be conducted in the same manner, 
and to be open for the same time, as that in the 
Domestic Debt of the United States. The terms 
of this Loan to be: 

First.—That, for any sum subscribed, the sub- 
scriber should be entitled to one certificate, for a 
sum equal to four-ninths of the subscribed sum, 
bearing an interest of six per centum per annum, 
commencing the lst day of January, 1791. To 
another certificate, for a sum equal to two-ninths 
of the said subseribed sum, bearing an interest, 
after the year 1800, of six per centum per annum ; 
and, to a third certificate, for a sum equal to three- 
ninths of the said subscribed sum, bearing an in- 
terest of three per centum per annum, commencing 
on the same first day of January, 1791: the inte- 
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rest, in each case, to be payable in like manner, 
and to be subject to the like redemption as that on 
the correspondent kinds of stock to be created by 
this, the said first-mentioned Loan. And the stock 
to be created by this second Loan, to be transfer- 
able on the same principles, and in the same modes, 
as that produced by the former. 

Second.—That, for the regular payment of in- 
terest on the several kinds of stock to arise from 
this Loan, as it should accrue, including that which 
is deferred, the proceeds of the public revenues, 
which, before that time, had been, or during the 
then session should be, provided, after reserving 
the aforesaid yearly sum of $600,000 the sum ne- 
eessary for payment of interest on the Foreign 
Loans made, and to be made, and the sum neces- 
sary for payment of interest on the Loan in the 
Domestic Debt, should be, and thereby were, 
pledged and appropriated; to continue so pledged 
and appropriated until the final redemption of the 
capital stock. 

7. To secure the due application of these re- 
venues, according to the appropriations, an account 


of them is directed to be kept, distinct from that of 


the proceeds of any other revenues, except such as 
should be raised to make good a deficiency in those; 
and the faith of the United States is pledged to ap- 
propriate additional and permanent funds, for satis- 
fying such deficiency. 

8. The proceeds of the sales of lands in the 
Western Territory, then belonging, or which there- 
after should belong, to the Uniled States, are 
pledged and appropriated for the discharge of the 

ebts which the United States then owed, or by 
virtue of that act should owe. 

There are several collateral and supplementary 
provisions, which are omitted, as immaterial to the 
intended view of the subject. 

2d. “ An act repealing, after the last day of June 
next, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled spirits, 
&c.,” passed the 3d of March, 1791. 

The proceeds of the duties, laid by this act, are 
made subject to the same appropriations, and in 
the same order of priority, as those contained in 
the Funding Act; and, to secure their due applica- 
tion, an account is directed to be kept of them, dis- 
tinct from that of any other revenues, except those 
appropriated by the Funding Act. 

3d. * An act for raising a further sum of money 
for the protection of the frontiers, &c.,” passed 
May 2, 1792. 

This act, which, as has been before noticed, in- 
creased permanently the duties on certain imported 
articles, and laid a temporary additional duty on 
some others, appropriates, primarily, the proceeds 
of the permanent augmentations, in the same manner, 
and to the same purposes, as the antecedent. duties 
were appropriated ; that is, in conformity with the 
Funding Act. 

4th. “An act concerning the duties on spirits 
distilled within the United States,” passed May 8, 
1792. 

This act, which lowers the duties on spirits dis- 
tilled within the United States, and on stills, ap- 
propriates the proceeds of the reduced dutics in 
the same manner ay were the former duties; and, 


to make good whatever deficiency might be occa- 
sioned by the reduction of the rates, pledges, as a 
substitute, the surplus of the augmented duties laid 
by the last cited act. 

5th. “An act providing for the payment of the 
second instalment due on a Loan made of the Bank 
of the United States,” passed June 4, 1794. 

This act, in addition to a provision for paying 
that second instalment, appropriates so much of the 
dividends on the stock which the United States 
hold in the Bank, as should be necessary to the 
payment of interest on the capital of a Loan of 
$2,000,000, had of the Bank, pursuant to the lith 
section of the act by which it is incorporated. It 
also fixes the last day of December, in each year, as 
the annual period for the payment of the successive 
instalmentseof that Loan. 

6th. “An act making provision for the payment 
of the interest on the balances due to certain States, 
upon a final settlement of accounts between the 
United States and the individual States,” passed 
May 30, 1794. 

This act directs that interest shall be allowed 
and computed on the balances to creditor States, 
from the last of December, 1789, to the last of De- 
cember, 1794; which, being placed to their credit 
respectively, shall bear an interest of three per 
centum per annum, from the period last men- 
tioned. 

It further directs that the interests on the prin- 
cipal balances, to be funded agrecably to the terms 
of the act for the settlement of accounts, together 
with the interest upon the arrears of interest, com- 
puted on those balances, and forming a new capi- 
tal, shall be payable at the offices of the Commis- 
sioners of Loans, within the States te which the 
balances are respectively due, and shall be paid 
quarter yearly after the last day of December, 
1794, at the same epochs in exch year, at which 
interest is payable, on the other parts of the Fund- 
ed Debt: to which end, so much of the proceeds of 
the duties on imports and tonnage, as may be 
necessary, and ss were not otherwise previously 
appropriated, are appropriated; and the faith of the 
United States is pledged to provide for any de- 
ficiency which may happen by additional and per- 
manent funds. 

There are several acts which prolong, from time 
to time, the subscriptions in the Domestic and State 
Debts, on the same terms as by the Funding Act, 
those in the Domestic Debt being continued down 
to the last day of December, 1794; which acts, to- 
gether with the acts particularly cited, comprise all 
those that relate to the funding of the Public Debt, 
and the payment of interest thereupon. The result 
of these acts is exhibited in the tables A, B, C, and 
D, which show the amount of the Foreign Debt ; 
that of the Funded Debt, the probable amount of 
that which remains unfunded, of what composed, 
and the annual amount of interest upon the differ- 
ent portions of Debt, aceording to contract, and ac- 
cording to the plan of this report. 

HI. The provisions for reimbursing and redeem- 
ing the Public Debt, are contained in the following 
aets, and are as follows, viz: 

Ist. “ An act making provision for the Debt of 
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ie United States,” passed the 4th of August, 
1790. 

This act, which is the one that regulates the 
funding of the Debt, by the last section appropri- 
ates the proceeds of the sales of the lands in the 
Western Territory, then belonging, or thereafter to 
belong, to the United States, to the sinking or dis- 
charging of the Debts for which the United States 
then were, or by virtue of that act should be, 
holden, to be applied solely to that use, until they 
should be fully satisfied. 

2d. “ An act making provision for the reduction 
of the Public Debt,” passed August 12, 1790. 

This act, premising that it is desirable, by all 
just and proper means, to effect a reduction of the 
Public Debt, and that the application of the sur- 
plus revenue to that object, will not only contribute 
to this desirable end, but will be beneficial to the 
creditors of the United States, by raising the price 
of their stock, and be productive of considerable 
saving to the United States, enacts— 

1. That the surplus of the duties on imports 
and tonnage, to the end of the year 1790, shall be 
applied to the purchase of the Debt of the United 
States, at its market price, if not exceeding the par 
or true value thereof. 

2. That the purchases to be made shall be con- 
ducted under the direction of the President of the 
Senate, the Chicf Justice, the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Attorney 
Gencral, who, or any three of whom, with the 
approbation of the President, are authorized to 
cause them to be’ made, in such manner, and un- 
der such regulations, as shall appear to them best 
calculated to fulfil the intent of this act: Pro- 
vided, That the same should be made openly, and 
with due regard to the equal benefit of the several 
States. ae 

8. That the accounts of the application of the 
Fund should be scttled as other public accounts, 
accompanied with returns of the amount of Debt, 
purchased at the end of each quarter of a year; 
and that a full and exact report of the proceedings 
of the Commissioners should be laid before Con- 
gress, within the first fourteen days of each ses- 
sion, including a statement of the disbursements 
and purchases, specifying the times when, prices 
at which, and persons of whom, the purchases 
were made. * 

4, That, in addition to this fund, the President 
should be authorized to borrow any sum or sums, 
not exceeding $2,000,000, at an interest not ex- 
ceeding five per centum, to be applied to purchases 
of Public Debt, in like manner, and under the same 
direction and regulations as the first mentioned 
fund: Provided, That, out of the interest of the 
Debt to be purchased, there should be appropri- 
ated, annually, a sum not exceeding cight per 
centum of the sums borrowed, towards paying the 
interest and reimbursing the principal of these 
sums. 

But, to guard against the possibility of a defi- 
ciency of means to pay the interest on the Debt 
which was to accrue in the year 1791, authority 
is given to reserve and apply to that purpose, out 
of the first mentioned fund, as much as might be 


necessary to supply the defect of receipts, during 
that year, on account of the duties which should 
accrue after the year 1790. 

3d. ‘ An act repealing, after the last day of June 
next, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled spi- 
rits, &c.,”” passed the 3d of March, 1791. 

This act appropriates whatever surplus may re- 
main, from year to year, of the proceeds of the 
dutics which it imposes, after satisfying prior ap- 
propriations, to the reduction of the Public Debt, 
unless such surplus shall be required for the cur- 
rent public exigencies, and, by special acts of Con- 
gress, shall be appropriated thereto. 

4th. “ An act supplementary to the act making 
provision for the reduction of the Public Debt,” 
passed the 3d day of March, 1791. 

This act declares that the terms of a Loan of 
three millions of florins, obtained in Tolland, bear- 
ing five per cent. interest, and four and a half per 
cent. for charges, and future Joans on the same 
terms, should be deemed to be within the meaning 
of the act of the 12th of August, 1790. 

5th. “ An act supplementary to the act making 
provision for the Debt of the United States,” passed 
May 8, 1792. 

This act makes provision for the payment of a 
debt due to certain foreign officers who had served 
the United States, (the interest of which was, by 
stipulation, payable at Paris,) out of the moneys 
authorized to be borrowed by the Funding Act. 
It also establishes a permanent Sinking Fund, to 
be composed— 

1. Of the interest of the Public Debt purchased, 
redeemed, or paid into the Treasury, in satisfac- 
tion of any debt or demand. 

2. Of the surplus, if any, which should remain of 
moneys appropriated for paying the interest of the 
Public Debt, afler paying that interest. 

This Fund is to be applied, under the direction 
of the Commissioners nominated in the act of the 
12th of August, with the like approbation of the 
President— 

First.—To the purchase of the several species 
of stock constituting the Debt of the United States, 
at their respective market prices, not exceeding the 
par or true value thereof, and, as nearly as may 
be, in equal proportions, until the annual amount 
of the fund shall be equal to two per centum of the 
whole amount of the outstanding Funded Stock, 
bearing a present interest of six per ccntum: 
Thenceforth— 

Second.—To the redemption of that stock, ac- 
cording to the right reserved to the United States, 
until the whole should be redeemed: and, lastly, 
after such redemption, to the purchase, at its 
market price, of any unredeemed Debt of the 
United States; which purchases are directed to 
be made at the lowest prices at which they can 
be effected by open purchases, or by receiving seal- 
ed proposals, to be opencd in the presence of the 
Commissioners, or persons authorized by them to 
make purchases, and of the persons making the 
proposals; and are to be accounted for at the Trea- 
sury, and reported to Congress, in the same man- 
ner as the purchases before authorized to be 
made. 
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6th. “An act making appropriations for the | visions, one million of dollars for the purposes men- 
support of Government, for the year 1793.” tioned ın the fitle, to he paid out of any moneys 

This act provides that the President of the Unit- ! which may be in the Treasury, not otherwise ap- 
ed States shall cause so much of the Loan made | propriated, and to be applicd under the direction of 
of the Bank of the United States, pursuant to the | the President of the United States, who is also au- 
11th section of the act of incorporation, to be paid | thorized, if necessary, to borrow the whole, or any 
off, in sums not less than $50,000, as, in his opin- | part of the sum; but there is no special appropri- 
ion, the state of the Treasury may, from time to | ation either for paving the interest or reimbursing 
time, admit, out of any moneys which may be iv | the principal of the Loan. 
the Treasury, having due regard to the exigencies | The act already quoted, of the 9th of June, 1794, 
of the Government, and the appropriations made, | entitled “ An act making appropriations for certain 
and to be made, by law. purposes therein expressed,” with a view to remedy 

Tih. “ An act making provision for the payment | this defect, appropriates, ont of the proceeds of the 
of the first instalment duc on a Loan made of the | taxes laid during the last session, such sum as shall 
Bank of the United States,” passed March 24d, | be sufficient to pay the interest on whatever mo- 
1793. neys may he borrowed, pursuant to the act of 

This act authorizes the payment of the first in- | March 20, 1794, 
stalment of a Loan of two millions of dollars, had The foregoing review of the laws which consti- 
of the Bank of the United States, pursuant to the | tute the fiscal system of the Uniled States displays 
lith section of the act by which itis incorporated, | these prominent points ag the leading features of 
out of the moneys borrowed upon the authority of | that system : 
the act making provision for the reduction of the Ist. That all the current revenues of the United 
Public Debt. States are derived from these sources, lo wit: im- 

8th. “An act providing for the payment of the | ported articles; the tonnage of ships and vessels; 
second instalment, due on a Loan made of the | spirits distilled within the United States, and stills ; 
Bank of the United States,” passcd June 4, 1794, | the postage of lellers ; fees on patents; dividends 

This act authorizes the payment of that secoud | of Bank stock; snuff manufactured within the 
instalment, out of the proceeds of any Forcign | United Slates; sugar refined within the United 
Loans before that time transferred to the United ! Slates; sales at auction; licenses to retail wines 
States. Jt makes other provisions, which have | and distilled spirits; carriages for the conveyance 
been noticed uuder a preceding head. of persons. 

These acts comprise all the provisions which | 2d. That, of these revenues, the principal part 
have been made for reimbursing and redeeming | of the duties on imported articles, those on the ton- 
the Debt of the United States, The result, to | nage of ships and vessels, those on distilled spirits 
the last of December, 1794, is presented in the | and stills, those on the postage of letters, patent 
statement E. fees, the dividends on Bank stock, are permanent, 

There are two other acts, which, though not fall- | (the three first being commensurate with ihe ex- 
ing properly under either of the foregoing heads, | istence of the Debt forthe payment of the interest 
require, from their relation to the subject, to be j of which they are pledged, the fourth and fifth 
brought into view. having no limit assigned in the laws, and the Jast 

1. An act relative to claims against the United | being commensurate with the duration of the pro- 
States, not barred by any act of limitation, and | perty in the stock,) all the others temporary ; being 
which have not been already adjusted, passed Fe- | limited to continue no longer than till the end of 
bruary 12, 1798. the session of Congress next after the expiration of 

This act directs that all claims of tho descrip- | two years from the respective times of passing the 
tion given in the title shall be presented al. the | laws which established them, except the temporary 
Treasury for adjustment, by the Ist of May, 1794, | duties on imports and tonnage, which are to con- 
or shall be for ever after barred ; except those for | tinne till the 1st of January, 1797. 

Loan Office certificates, final settlements, indents | 3d. That the permanent duties on imported ar 
of interest, Revister’s certificates, balances on the | ticles, the tonnage dutics, the duties on spirits dis- 
books of the Treasury, Loans of money in foreign | tilled within the United States, and on stills, arc 
countrics, certificates issued under the act, entitled | subject to these permancut dispositions : 

“An act making provision for the Debt of the 1. To an annual reservation of $600,000, for the 
United States.” support of the Government of the United States 

Such of the claims presented as cannot be ad- | and their common defence. 
mitted in the course of the Treasury, are to be re- 2. To an appropriation of so much as may be uc- 
ported to Congress, by the accounting officers. cessary to pay the interest on the Foreign Loans 

Among the claims inadmissible in the ordinary | provided for by the Funding Act. 
course of the Treasury, is a sum of $90,574, of the 3. To an appropriation of so much as may be 
bills of credit, commonly called new emission | necessary to pay the interest on the stock created 
money. by the Loan in Domestic Debt, or, more properly, 

2, An act mahing further provision for the ex- | iu the original Debt of the United States. 
penses altending the intercourse of the United| 4. Toan appropriation of so much as may be 
States wilh foreign nations, &c., passed March 20, | necessary to discharge the interest on the stock 
1794. created by the Loan in the debts of the respective 

This act appropriates, in addition to former pro- ! States. 
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5. To an appropriation of so much as may be | borrowed for the purpose, (these two funds to be 


necessary to pay the interest on the balances due 
to creditor States, which dispositions establish pri- 
orities, according to the order in which they are 
here cnumerated. 

4th. That the surplus, if any, of the duties on 
spirits distilled within the United States, and on 
stills, has an ultimate appropriation, that is, to the 
reduction of the Public Debt; but that the sur- 
plusses of the other duties have no such ultimate 
appropriation. 

ith. That the duties on the postage of letters 
and the net dividend on Bank stock have no per- 
manent or particular appropriation. 

6th. That the temporary duties are charged 
with a specific sum of $1,292,137 38, and with the 
payment of interest on a sum of $1,000,000, autho- 
rized to be borrowed for the expenses of foreign 
intercourse. 

Tth. That the whole of the Foreign Debt, and 
all that part of the Domestic Debt, being now 
nearly the whole, which consists of the stock erca- 
ted by the Loans in the original Debt of the Uni- 
ted States, and in the purticular debts of the seve- 
ral States, and by the balances duc to creditor 
States, are bottomed on certain specified revenues, 
pledged or hyputhceated for the payment of thein- 
terest upon them, and thus constitute the Funded 
Debt of the United States. 

8th. That the Funded Domestic Debt of the 
United States consists of three species of stock— 
one bearing a present interest of sıx per cent. per 
annum, another bearing a like interest after the 
year 1800; a third bearing a present interest of 
three per cent, per annum—the interest in cach 
case payable quarter yearly. 

9th. That the six per cent. stock, present and 
deferred, can be redeemed in no greater proportion 
than at the rate of eight per centum per annum of 
the original sum, on account both of principal and 
interest; but the three per cent, stock is redeema- 
ble at pleasure. 

10, That the provision for subscribing to the 
Loan in Domestic Debt expired on the last of De- 
cember, 1794, and that no further provision has 
been made for the unsubscribed residue. 

lith That the Funding Act expressly confirms 
the contracts and rights of the creditors of the Uni- 
ted States, who shall not think fit to subscribe to 
the Loan, and gives an expectation to them of fur- 
ther and other arrangements, upon the event of the 
propositions made to them. 

12th. That the proceeds of all the lands of the 
United States in the Western Territory are appro- 
priated to the redemption of all that part of the 
Public Debt for which, prior to the Funding Act, 
or by virtue thercof, the United States were or are 
liable. 

13th. That, in addition to this, a regular Sink- 
ing Fund has been successively constituted, to be 
applied under the direction of five principal offi- 
cers of the United States, with the approbation of 
the President, hitherto composed of three parts— 
Ist, the surplus of the dutics on imports and ton- 
nage to the end of 1790; 2dly, the proceeds of 
Loans not excecding $2,000,000, authorized to be 


invested in purchases ;) and, 3dly, (in which the 
two former resolve themscelves,) the interest on 
the Public Debt, purchased, redeemed, or paid 
into the Treasury, together with the surplusses, if 
any, of moncys appropriated for interest, to be ap- 
plied first to purchases of the Debt, till the fund is 
equal to two per centum of the outstanding stock, 
bearing a present interest of six per cent. ; second, 
to the redemption of that stock; and, lastly, to 
purchases of any unredeemed residue of the Public 
Debt. But there is reserved out of this fand a 
sum not excecding eight per centum per annum 
towards the payment of interest and reimbursing 
of the principal of the Loans made for purchases of 
the Debt. 

To this recapitulation of the leading features of 
our Fiscal System, it nay be useful to add a sum- 
mary exhibition of certain results, which appear 
more in detail, or are deducible from the tables or 
statements annexcd to this report. 

The particulars and amount of the Debt of the 
United States are as follows: 


Foreign Debt, as per statements B 
and C - - $14,599,129 35 

Deduct instalment 
of Foreign Debt 
intheyear1795, . 
to be paid out of 
proceeds of Fo- 
reign Loans - 853,750 00 

—— $13,745,379 35 


Funded Domestic Debt, viz: 
1. Arising from 
original Domestic 
Debt,subseribed to 
Loan proposed by 

Funding Act— 

Stock bearing a 
present interest 
of six per cent. 

Stock bearing a fu- 
ture interest of 
six percent. - 

Stock bearing an 
interest of three 
per cent. - 
2. Arising from 

State Debts as- 

sumed— 

Stock bearing a 
present interest 
of six per cent. 

Stock bearing a fu- 
ture interest of 
six per cent. - 

Stock bearing an 
interest of three 
per cent, - 
3. Arising from 

balances to credit- 

or States— 

Stock bearing a 
present interest 
of six per cent, 


17,912,138 01 
8,538,228 97 


12,275,347 55 


7,908,374 19 
3,940,608 96 


5,994,115 70 
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Stock bearing a fu- | The particulars and amount of the annual stated 
ture interest of expenditure of the United States, computing the 
six percent. - 1,172,528 00 Army and Navy Establishments on the scale of an 

Stock bearing an Indian aud Algerine wat, are as follows: 
interest of three , Interest on the Foreign Debt - $638,480 58 
per cent. = 703,516 80 Interest on Domestic Funded Debt - 2,339,241 50 

60,789,914 18 | Interest on Unfunded Debt - 66,0381 10 
Unsubscribed Debt, viz: Interest on temporary Loans - 100,000 90 

Principal, exclu- Expenses of the Civil Government, K 
sive of Loan Of- including Forcign Intercourse — - 475,249 59 
tice certificates, Expenses of Military Land Service 1,511,975 29 
bearing interest Expenses of Military Naval Service 441,508 80 
on- nominal’ ya- Miscellany - : - - 109,357 04 
lue 7 ` T2 58% 

Interest thercup- 101% ada Total annual expenditure 85,681,843 64 
on, including in- S 
dents - 3 452,826 74 This sum is liable to be increased by the interest 

Principal of Loan which will begin to accrue on the deferred stock 
Office certifi- the first of January, 18U1; being, on the present 
cates, bearing amount of that stock, $871,401 92. 
interest on no- The annual force of the Sinking Fund, as de- 
minal sum - 27,985 00 pending on ascertained funds, may be stated as fol- 

Interest thereupon 7,830 00 lows: 


——~ 1,561,175 14 


———— 


Interest for a year, on sums alread 
st for a year, oe 
Total unredeemed Debt - $76,096,468 67 |, carried to its credit F - 509,24 dn 
Piai | Interest for a year, on debts of fo- 
This is exclusive of a sum of $1,400,000 due to reign officers, in a course of pay- 
the Bank of the United States, on account of the ment, including arrears of interest 
Loan of $2,000,000 had of that institntion, pursu- to be carried to the credit of this 


ant to the eleventh section of the act by which it fund g 7 = - 15,189 49 

is incorporated, and which is not included in the | Interest for a year, on the unexpend- 

mass of the Debt, because it is more than coun- ed surplus of the revenues at the 

terbalanced by a greater value in stock, It is also end of the year 17 90, being $4,11,- 

exclusive of those Loans which are temporary an- 659 49, supposing this to be in- 

ticipations of the revenue. vested, by purchase, in an equal ite 
The particulars and amount of the annual cur- sum of present six per cent. stock, 24,699 56 


rent revenues of the United Stat 3 follows : 
ited States are as w Total 4 ; Z $106,364 60 
APVROPRIATED. PERMANENT. == 
Duties on imports and 
tonnage, domestic $4,199,791 67 
Duties on distilled spi- 


Tt is further liable to be increased by an invest- 
ment in purchases of $865,098 11, which, together 
with the sums from that source already invest- 


a ý 20000 w ed in purchases and payments, will amount to 
pe $2,000,000, the sum authorized to be borrowed for 
UNAPPROPRIATED. purchases of the Debt. 
Postage of letters - 29,722 16 But, as this auxiliary depends on an operation, 
Surplus dividends on not only future, but, in some degree, casual, it can-, 
Bank stock - - 62,500 00 not be taken into an estimate of the actual strength 


$4,602,678 83 of the fund. 
h The proceeds of the sales of Western Jands must 


. sie a also be considered as an eventual resource 
Temporary dulies ou RENE Bakes eee i. 
imports 7 -1.479.626 91 There are other contingent sources of augment- 
ports 479, ; Pu 
i ation not computed, because they are contingent. 
INTERNAL. But, on the other hand, the fund is liable to be re- 
Duties on snuff, refined duced by a sum reserved out of it for the payment 
sugar, sales at auc- of principal and interest of the two millions autho- 
tion, licenses to rc- rized to be borrowed for purchases, not exceeding 
tail spirits and wincs, eight per centum per annum. 
carriages for convey- The sum applicable, in the first instance, to the 
ance of persons - 380,000 00 redemption of that portion of the Funded Debt 


—- 1,859,626 91 which bears a present interest of six per centum, 

excluding that standing to the credit of the Com- 

Total annual curreut revenue $6,552,300 T4 missioners of the Sinking Fund, is as follows : 
===! Of transferable stock = - $516,410 24 


1387 


APPENDIX. 


1338 


Of untransferable stock, arising from 
balances to ereditor States 


46,901 12 


- $563,311 36 


Total 


The sum applicable, in the first instance, (that 
is, on the first day of January, 1802,) to the re- 
demption of that portion of the Funded Debt now 
called deferred stock, excluding that standing to the 
credit of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
will be as follows: 

Of transferable stock - $249,576 75 
Of untransferable stock, arising from 
balauces to ereditor States 


23,450 56 


- $273,027 31 


Total 


These sums would complete the redemption of 
the whole amount of the stock to which they are 
applicable, within twenty-three years after the re- 
demption in each case was begun; within which 
terins they would discharge the whole of the Pub- 
lic Debt, except the Foreign Debt, the unsubscribed 
Debt, and the three per cent. stock. 

If the redemption of the present six per cent. 
stock commence the first of January, 1796, and 
the redeeming fund be commensurate with the 
whole of the unredeemed stock bearing a present 
interest of six per cent., and transferable, the reve- 
nue set free in the year 1818, for operations upon 
the residue of the Debt, will be $2,039,394 36. 

If the redemption of the Deferred Debt com- 
mence the first of January, 1802, when it may 
rightfully commence, and the redeeming fund be 
commensurate with the whole of that stock, unre- 
deemed and transferable, the revenue set free in the 
year 1824, for operations upon the residue of the 
Publie Debt, if any remain, will be $998,307 02. 

The revenne set free by these successive re- 
demptions, would be sufficient to redeem the whole 
of the present Foreign Debt in six years; that is, 
within a term of twenty-eight years from the pro- 
posed time for commencing the redemption, or the 
1st January, 1796 ; and, after extinguishing the J'u- 
reign Debt, would more than diseharge the whole 
of the balances to creditor States, and the whole of 
the unfunded Debt, in two years more. 

If the proceeds of the lauds in the Western ter- 
ritery should be equal to three millions of dollars, 
and the three per ceut, stock can be pnrehased at 
an average of twelve shillings in the pound, that 
fund would suflice to pay off the principal of the 
three per cent. stock, in something more than 
twenty-five years. 

It follows, that, if the force of the Sinking Fund 
be rendered equal, exclusive of the proceeds of 
the sales of Western lands, to the redemption of 
the present unredeemed transferable stock, com- 
mencing the Ist of January, 1796, as to that bear- 
ing a present interest of 6 per centum, and the 
Ist of January, 1802, as to that bearing a future 
interest of 6 per centum; and if the proceeds of 
the sales of Western lands should prove equal to 
3,000,000 of dollars, and can be brought into ac- 
tion for purchasers of the 3 per cent. stock, at the 


Public Credit. 


rate above mentioned, at any time before the 
year 1801, the whole of the present Debt of 
the United States, Foreign and Domestic, (the 
funds appropriated being, during the whole period, 
adequate, in productiveness, and inviolably applied) 
would be extinguished in thirty years. And there 
would then revert to the United States, an annual 
income of 4,435,320 dollars and 89 eents. Some 
auxiliary provisions, which will be proposed, may 
greatly accelerate that result.* 

On the basis of the foregoing data, the Secretary 
of the Treasury proceeds to submit to the consi- 
deration of Congress, certain propositions, which 
appear to him necessary to be adopted to complete 
our system of public credit. These will be follow- 
ed by some explanatory remarks, 


I. PROPOSITION. 


That further provision be made, with regard to the 
yet unsubscenbed Debt of the United States, as 
follows: 


Ist. Further time to be given, until the end of 
the year 1795, to subscribe the same to the Loan 
proposed by the Funding Act; with liberty to the 
holders to subscribe the arrears of interest up to 
that period, separately from the principal, reserving 
that principal on its original footing. 

2d. An appropriation to be made for payment of 
interest on so much of the principal (excepting 
Loan Office certificates bearing interest on tho 
nominal value) as, at the end of the year 1795, 
shall remain unsubscribed, for the term of one year, 
according to the rate or rates stipulated by the 
original contracts, and for the payment of ten per 
centum of the arrears of interest thereupon, to the 
same end of the year 1795. This payment to be 
made on the Ist of January, 1796, at the Treasury, 
where no particular place of payment is stipulated, 
and at such place, where there is one. 

3d. The specie principal of the Loan Office cer- 
tifieates, which bear interest on the nominal value, 
together with the arrcars of interest, to be imme- 
diately paid off. 


TT. Proposition. 

That provision be made for taking, upon Loan 
to the United States, by subscription at the Trea- 
sury, the outstanding and unbarred new emission 
hills of credit, the sums subscribed to be paid in 
the principal only of those bills, and stock of 
the new Loan to bear an interest of 5 per cent. 
per annum, payable, quarter yearly, at the Trea- 
sury, and redeemable at the pleasure of the United 
States, by payment of the principal, with a stipu- 
lation to. pay the same at the expiration of thirty 
years. The Loan to be deemed to commence on 
the first of January, 1796, and to rest on funds per- 
manently pledged, namely, the permanent reve- 
nucs, 


III. Prorosrrion. 


That provision be made for converting, by a 
new Loan, the whole of our present Forcign, into 


* These regults are not stated with fractional correctnesa, be- 
cause it 1s not Necessary to a satisfactory conclusion, and the 
minuteness of the calculation would have demanded more 
time than can conveniently be spared. 
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Domestic Debt, upon these terms, to wit; that, for 
any sum subscribed to the new Loan, and paid in 
the principal of the present Foreign Debt of the 
United States, there be allowed, in addition to the 
interest now payable upon such principal, the fur- 
ther yearly interest of + per centum, or, in lieu 
thereof, at the option of each subscriber, an equi- 
valent sum in capital stock, bearing an interest of 
5 per ccntum per annum. That the whole inter- 
est upon the new Loan, including that upon the 
capital stock, to be given as an equivalent for the 
additional 4 per cent., shall remain fixed until the 
first day of January, 1818, at which time, and not 
sooner, the principal of the said new Loan, includ- 
ing the said capital stock given as an equivalent, 
may and shall be reimbursed, except as to such 
subscribers as may prefer a shorter term of reim- 
bursement, who may elect any term not less thau 
fifteen years, ‘That the permanent revenues shall 
be and remain firmly pledged for the paymeut of 
the said interest, until the reimbursement of the 
said principal, to be paid quarter yearly, as that of 
the present funded Domestic Debt. And, lastly, 
that the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund be 
empowered, with the approbation of the President, 
to provide by new loans, for the reimbursement 
of any instalment, or part of principal, of the 
present loreign Debt, or of the Loan to be made 
thereupon, as aforesaid, either by direct borrowing 
or by sale, in the market, of certificates of stock, 
so as the said Loan, or the said certilicates of stock, 
shall bear an interest not exceeding 6 per centum 
per annum, and shall be liable to reimbursement 
within a term not exceeding twenty-four years. 
The interest upon the capital reimbursed, and, in 
aid thereof, the permanent revenues, to be pledged 
for the interest upon the loans or stock to be made 
or created by virtue of the said power. 


IV. PROPOSITION. 


That the temporary duties on imports be made 
co-extensive, in duration, with those now perma- 
nent, and be appropriated in like manner; and that 
the reservation of 600,000 dollars, annnally, out of 
the duties on imports and tonnage, for the support 
of the Government of the United States, and their 
common defence, be postponed till after the appro- 
priations for the interest of the Funded Debt, foreign 
and domestic, and for the Sinking Fund. 


V. PROPOSITION. 


That the following provisions be added to those 
heretofore made for reimbursing and redeeming 
the Debt of the United States: 

Ist. To direct, by law, that sv much of the sur- 
plus of the duties ou imports and tonuage, Lo the 
end of the year 1790, as shall remain uninvested in 
purchases, on the 1st day of January, 1796, shall 
so be invested, one-fourth part within the month of 
April, another fourth part within the month of July, 
another fourth part within the month of October, 
in that year, and the remainder within the month of 
January, 1797. 

2d. To exonerate the fund established by the 
act, entitled “ An act supplementary to the act ma- 
king provision for the Debt of the United States,” 


passed the Sth of May, 1792, from the payment of 
the rate per annum, which, by the 4th section of 
the act of the 12th of August, 1790, entitled “ An 
act making provision for the reduction of the Pub- 
lic Debt,” is reserved, on account of the prineipal 
and interest of the moneys authorized, by that act, 
to be borrowed for the purchases of the Debt; 
charging the interest of the moneys so borrowed, 
upon the revenue from imports and tonnage. 

3d. To appropriate to the same fund, so much of 
the revenue from imports and tonnage, as, together 
with the other moneys now constituting the fund, 
and which shall accrue to it by virtue of the fore- 
going provisions, shall be sufficient, from year to 
year, with the interest redeemed, to pay the sums 
which may, of right, be annually paid on account 
of the principal of such funded stock, as, on the 
lst day of January, 1796, shall bear a present 
interest of 6 per centum per annum, excluding that 
which shall stand to the credit of the Commission- 
ers of the Sinking Fund, and that which shall 
stand to the credit of particular States, on account 
of the balances reported in (heir favor by the Com- 
missioners for settling accounts belween the United 
States and individual States ; to continue so ap- 
propriated until the whole of the said funded stock 
shall be redeemed, and, thenecforth, until the 
whole residue of the present Debt of the United 
States, foreign aud domestic, funded and unfund- 
cd, shall be redeemed or discharged. 

4th. To appropriate to the same fund, the divi- 
dends on the stock of the Bank of the United 
States, belonging to the United States, reserving, 
from time to time, so much thereof as may be ne- 
cessary to pay interest on what shall remain un- 
paid of the Loan had of the said Bank, pursuant to 
the second section of the act of incorporation, and, 
also, so much of the dutics on imports and ton- 
nage, as, together with those dividends, (deducting 
what may be necessary to pay interest) shall be 
sufficient, from year to ycar, to pay off the instal- 
ments of the said Loan, hereafter to grow due, and 
as, (the said instalments being paid,) together with 
any other moneys which, on the Ist day of Janua- 
ry, 1802, may belong to the said fund, not other- 
wise appropriated, shall be sufficient, from year to 
year, with the interest redeemed, to pay the sums 
which may, of right, be annually paid on account 
of the principal of such funded stock, as, at the ex- 
piration of the year 1800, shall begin to bear an 
interest of six per cent. per annum, excluding that 
which shall stand to the credit of the Commis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund, and that which shall 
stand to the credit of particular States, on account 
of the balances reported in their favor, by the 
Commissioners for scttling accounts between the 
United States and individual States; to continue 
so appropriated, until, as well the last mentioned 
stock, as the instalments of the Loan aforesaid, 
shall be fully redeemed aud discharged, and, 
thenceforth, until the whole residue of the pre- 
sent Debt of the United States, foreign and domes- 
tic, funded and unfunded, shall be redeemed and 
discharged. 

Sth. To continue the appropriation to the same 
fund, of the interest of the stock which shall be 
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redeemed by virtue of the foregoing provisions, 
(when the full redemption in each case is com- 
pleted) until the whole of the present Debt of 
the United States, forcign and domestic, funded 
and unfunded, shall be redeemed, by rcimburse- 
ment, purchase or otherwise. 

ih. To provide for carrying to the same fund, 
agrecably to the appropriation in the Funding Act, 
the proceeds of the sales of the lands of the 
United States in the Western Territory, to be ap- 
plied according to the said appropriation. 

Tth. To appropriate to the same fund, to be 
employed for the purposes thereof, all moneys 
which shall be received for debts due to the 
United States antecedent to the present Constitu- 
tion. 

8th. To provide that the surplusses of all the 
current revenues of the United States, which 
shall remain at the end of any calendar year, be- 
yond the amount of the appropriations charged 
upon them, and which, during the session of Con- 
gress, commencing next thereafter, shall not be 
otherwise specially appropriated or reserved, shall 
be carried to the fund aforesaid, to be applicd to 
the purposes thercof. 

9th, To provide for paying, annually, out of 
the said fund, the sum which may be rightfully 
paidin each year, towards the redemption of the 
funded stock, which does or shall bear an interest 
of six per centum per annum, excluding that 
which shall stand to the credit of the Commis- 
sioncrs of the Sinking Fund, and that which shall 
stand to the credit of particular States, on account 
of the balances reported in their favor by the Com- 
missioners for settling accounts between the United 
States and individual States, commencing the re- 
demption of that bearing a present interest, on 
the first of January, 1796, and of that to bear 
interest after the year 1800, on the first of January, 
1802, and pledging, in the firmest manner, the faith 
of the United States to the creditors thereof, that 
the said fund shall be inviolably applied to the 
purpose of redeeming the stock aforesaid, and af- 
terwards, to the redemption of the whole of the 
present Debt of the United States, foreign and 
domestic, funded and unfunded, until the whole 
shall be fully redeemed and discharged, and to be 
vested in the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
as property in trust for the creditors, until the re- 
demption of the whole of the present Debt of the 
United States shall be completed. 

Provided always, that, whenever the fund shall 
be more than sufficient for paying off, as they ac- 
crue, the remaining instalments of the said Loan 
had of the Bank of the United States, and for the 
complete and final redemption of the whole of 
the aforesaid stock, bearing and to bear an in- 
terest of six per cent. according to the right re- 
served for that purpose, and also for the payment 
of the instalments of the present Forcign Debt, or 
of such new Loans as may be made thereupon, 
pursuaut to the third proposition, and for the re- 
ibursement, purchase, or redemption of the resi- 
due of the present Debt of the United States, within 
the term of thirty years, it shall be lawful for Con- 
gress, if at war with any foreign European Power, 


to apply so much of the excess as they may think 
fit, the said excess being certified by the Commis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund, towards the expenses 
of such war; excepting always so much of the 
said excess as may be requisite to fulfil any con- 
tracts which shall have been entered into by the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, pursuant to 
the powers vested in them; and provided, that 
no second appropriation of any such excess shall 
derogate from the fund once reserved for the re- 
demption or purchase of the said residue of the 
Debt, within the said tern of thirty years. 

10th. To provide that all reimbursements of the 
capital of the Public Debt, foreign and domestic, 
and of the remaining instalments of the aforesaid 
Loan of the Bank of the United States, be made 
under the superintendence of the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund, empowering them, with the 
approbation of the President of the United States, 
as the instalments of principal become due, to 
borrow, if necessary, the sums requisite to pay 
those instalments, Provided, that the ultimate 
term for the reimbursement of any Loan they 
may make, shall not exceed twenty-four years; 
the interest thercof to be charged—first, upon the 
interest of the instalments which shall be reim- 
bursed by means thereof, except the instalments of 
fanded six per cent. stock; secondly, upon the 
revenue from imports and tonnage, to make good 
any deficiency. 

VI. Provosrtion. 


That power be given to the Commissioners of 
the Sinking Fund, with the approbation of the 
President, to borrow, from time to time, such sums 
as may be necessary in anticipation of the reve- 
nuces appropriated for the purpose, not exceeding, 
in one year, one million of dollars, to be reimbursed 
within a year from the lime of each Loan, for the 
payment of the interest which shall annually ac- 
crue on the Public Debt. 

The interest upon each Loan to be defrayed out 
of the permanent revenues, 

VII. Prorosrtioy. 

That the internal revenues from snuff and re- 
fined sugar, sales at anction, licenses to sell by re- 
tail foreign distilled spirits and wines, carriages 
for the conveyance of persons, be continued to the 
first day of January, 1800, and that the reimburse- 
ment of the principal of the Loan of $1,000,000, 
authorized to be borrowed for defraying the cx- 
penses of foreign intercourse, be charged upon 
this fund. 

VUE, Provosition, 


That, in regard to any sum which shall have 
remained unexpended upon any appropriation 
other than for the payment of the interest of the 
Funded Debt and for the purposes of the Sinking 
Fund, for more than two years after the end of 
the calendar year in which the act of appropria- 
tion shall have been passed, such appropriation 
shall be deemed to cease and determine—and the 
sum expended upon it shall be carried to an ac- 
count to be denominated “the Surplus Fund.” 
But no appropriation shall be go deemed to have 
ceased or determined, till after the year 1795 
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unless it shall appear to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury that the object of such appropriation has been 
fully satisfied; in which case it shall be lawful for 
him to cause to be carried the unexpended residue 
thereof to the account aforesaid. 


IX. Propositiox. 

That provision be made that all priorities, here- 
tofore established in the appropriations for the 
Funded Debt, as between the different parts of 
the said Debt, shall, after the year 1796, ccase, 
with respect to all creditors of the United States 
who do not betore the expiration of the period, 
signify their dissent therefrom; and that, thence- 
forth, with the exception only of the debts of those 
creditors, who shall so signify their dissent, the 
revenucs charged with these appropriations shall 
constitute a common or consolidated fund, charge- 
able indiscriminately and without priority. 


X. Proposition. 

That provision be made for calling in all out- 
standing Loan Office certificates; certificates called 
final settlements, and indents of interest, and for 
issuing, in lieu of them, other certificates of equiva- 
lent tenor, establishing that all which shall not be 
presented for exchange within the term of two 
ycars shall be barred. 


Remarks upon the First Proposition. 


The experiment has now been fully tried, and 
with neatly complete success, of the disposition of 
the public creditors to accept the terms offered by 
the Funding Act. Those who still decline have 
probably made a final election to abide by their 
original contracts. 

It remains to fulâl them. This, the moral obli- 
gation of the contracts; the new and peremptory 
sanction given to them by the present Govern- 
ment, and the essential maxims of public credit, 
unite to demand; and, while these cogent mo- 
tives, affecting intimately the permanent character 
and general interest of the United States, recom- 
mend the measure, there is now no longer any 
momentary inducement, from situation, to procras- 
tinate. 

The present advanced state of the national 
finances, and the inconsiderable magnitude of the 
still unsnhseribed Debt, render it of little, if any, 
consequence to obtain upon it the temporary ac- 
commodation of deferring the payment of a part 
of the interest accruing according to contract. 
This motive apart, and considering the approxi- 
mation of the period when the payment of inte- 
rest on the Deferred Debt is to commence, the 
chance of benefiting by a fall of the market ate 
of interest, incident to a provision for the Debt on 
the terms of the contract, which make it redecm- 
able al pleasure, may be found more advantageous | 
to the Government than the partial postponement 
of interest encumbered with an abridgement of the 
right of redemption. 

To those who should not rightly appreciate this 
circumstance, it might seem an objection that the 
provision proposed would place those creditors, 
who had not consented to accommodate the Go- 


yernment, upon a better footing than those who 
had so consented. 

But a scruple of this kind is overruled by scve- 
ral considerations. Ist. It is not improbable that 
a considerable proportion of those who may not 
have accepted the terms offered by the Funding 
Act, are executors and other trustees, who may 
have doubted their power to accept. 

2d. Giving the fullest force to the fact which 
is the ground of the objection, it is one of those 
cases in which the general principles that consti- 
tule the permanent happiness of society, give the 
less meritorious advantages over the more merito- 
rious. All the creditors had a right to conform, 
or not. ‘hose who have not done it, have only 
used their right, and it cannot be matter of objec- 
tion or prejudice to them. To delay indefinitely a 
provision for their claims, according to contract, is 
to annihilate the contract. 

The complying creditors cannot with propricty 
complain. ‘They were informed unequivocally 
that the proposal of a new Loan was referred to 
their free choice; that the rights of those who 
did not assent would remain unimpaired; and 
compensations were offered in the new contracts 
for the surrender of the old. A plea that an ulti- 
mate provision was not relicd upon, could not be 
admitted, because it would be to convert a dis- 
trust. of the faith of the Government, into an ar- 
gument against its being observed towards those 
who had depended upon it. 

But the complying creditors actually received 
valuable considerations for the modification of 
their claims, instead of annual provision for their 
interest, which alone their contracts as they stood 
previous to the Funding Act required; they have 
had it secured by adequate funds permanently 
mortgaged for its payment. 

Tustead of the stipulated annuity being redeem- 
able at pleasure, whenever a fall in the market 
rate of interest should render il advantageous to 
pay off the principal, it has acquired a more fixed 
character by the relinquishment of the right of 
the Government to redeem, except in certain pro- 
portions, and a capacity to increase in capital 
value, by a declension of the market rate of inte- 
rest, 

Instead of receiving their interest in one pay- 
ment, at the end of a year, they receive it in 
quarter yearly portions, which makes it, in fact, 
6.15 per cent., in lieu of the stipulated rate of six 
per centum. 

On the first point it has been argued, that, sup- 
posing a steady preservation of its faith by the 
Government, it is indifferent to the creditor 
whether his demand stands npon the basis of an 
annual provision, or upon that of mortgaged. 
funds. 

This is to substitute theory to fact. As well 
with regard toa Government as to an individual, 
there is, in the nature of things, an intrinsic dif- 
ference between the valuc of a debt bottomed on 
mortgaged funds, and that of a debt resting on 
what is called, in the one case, and may be called 
in the other, personal security. The degree of 
this difference, and some of the circumstances on 
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which it depends, may be different in the two cases, 
but the reality of its existence can bo denied in 
neither. 

Government being administered by men, is 
naturally, like individuals, subject to particular 
impulses, passions, prejudices, vices; of course to 
inconslancy of views and mutability of con 
duct. 

A kind of property of which the essence is con- 
tract, must necessarily, therefore, be more or less 
valuable, because more ar less secure, in proportion 
as it is little or much exposed to the influence of 
that inconstancy, or that mutability. 

If a provision is to be made by a new resolution 
every year, that resolution being always liable to be 
affected by momentary circumstances, is always 
casual. 

If made once for all, it continucs, of course, un- 
less revoked by some positive act, and has for that 
reason a moral certainty of stability. 

But why, it might be asked, if a disposition un- 
faithful to the public engagements, or unfriendly to 
the publie credit. should exist, would it not operate 
to produce a violation of a provision made, as well 
as to prevent the inuking of one? 

The two things are widely different. To undo, 
which is to act, and, in such a case, to act with 
violence, requires more enterprise and vigor, and 
presupposes greater energy, or a stronger impulse, 
than not lo do, or to forbear to act. This is par- 
ticularly true where a number of wills is to con- 
cur. Many men who will not rouse to the effort, 
or encounter the responsibility of doing mischief 
by positive acts, will readily enough slide into it by 
a negative conduct; that is, by omitting to act. 
Many men, merely from easiness of temper, or want 
of active fortitude, will suffer evil to take place, 
which they neither desire nor would themselves 
commit. In collective bodies, votes are neccessary 
to action: absences may produce inaction. It often 
happens, that a majority of voices could not be had 
to a resolution to undo or reverse a thing once done, 
which there would not be a majority of voices 
to do. 

Tnis reasoning acquires tenfold force when ap- 
plied to a complex Government like ours; that is, 
to a Government distributed into departments, 
acting through different organs which must con- 
cur to give it motion; as, in our Constitution, the 
House of Representatives, the Senate, and the Pre- 
sident. 

In delicate and difficult cases, whether to issue in 
good or ill, a suspension of action is far more natu- 
ral to such a Government than action. 

Tt can hardly happen that all the branches or 
parts of it can be infected at one time with a 
common passion, or disposition, mauifestly inimi- 
cal to justice and the public good, as to prostrate 
the public credit by revoking a pledge given to the 
creditors. It is fur more probable that such a dis- 
position should, at one time, possess one part, at 
another time, another part. Possessing either part, 
it might be suflicient to obstruct a provision which 
was to be made. Without possessing all the parts, 
it could not subvert one which had been made. 
The last can scarcely be supposed, except in one of 
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those extraordinary crises of nations which confound 
all ordinary calculations. 

Hence the value of property in Public Debt, 
which rests on specified and competent funds, 
firmly pledged for the satisfaction of the creditor, 
is intrinsically greater, and to a considerable ex- 
tent, than that of property in Public Debt, which 
depends on annual provision. Hence, too, a credi- 
tor to whom such a pledge was not Stipulated, 
may be justly said to have received a compensa- 
tion for the relinquishment of a portion of his 
interest. 

On the second point, it has been observed, with 
less plausibility, that, in this country, where it 
would be to the advantage of the creditor to re- 
ceive his principal rather than a rate of six per 
cent. interest, the abridgment of the right of re- 
demption is of no value. 

1st. The proposition is not universally true, 

It depends on the particular situation of a credi- 
tor whether it be his interest to be reimbursed his 
principal or not. It is believed, owing to the im- 
punctualily of collections, that in uo part of the 
United States does fair lending at private interest, 
upon real security, nett six per cent. 

2d. As far asit is true, it does not authorize the 
inference which is drawn, because the creditor can- 
not demand his principal when it suits him, but 
must wait till it is convenient for the Government 
to pay. This convenience might not exist till 
there was a fall in the market rate of interest, and 
then it would not be the interest of the creditor to 
receive. 

Unable to exact the principal when he pleases, 
it isa material point gained to be able to arrest 
the hand of the Government from paying him, 
when it is his interest not to receive. It is evi 
dent, that whenever the rate of interest to which 
he is entitled, shall exceed the market rate, if he 
cannot be obliged te receive back his principal, or 
take the market rate, his stock must rise in value 
in proportion to the difference and degree of its 
duration, 

Nor, is an idea which has been entertained, just, 
that this advantage is remote and contingent, to 
accrue only to those who may be holders at the 
time of the fall of interest, at the expense of those 
who were holders when the Fanding Act passed, 
many of whom, as it is alleged, being obliged to 
alienate then or shortly after, suffered loss in the 
sale, from the postponement of a part of their in- 
terest, without benefiting by the supposed equi- 
valents. 

The fairness of an equivalent ought never to be 
tested by the necessities of particular individuals, 
It ought to be estimated by the general prin- 
ciples of value; by the natural and real operation 
of things. Admitting, therefore, the suggestion 
as to such individuals to be true, it would decide 
nothing. 

But it is not truc. The permanency of a high 
rate of interest, and the possibility of a future 
rise of the capital above par, by the fall of the 
market rate below the stipulated rate, were, to 
the first holders of stock, circumstance. of present 
value. 
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Foreigners, especially, whose purchases would 
necessarily influence the market would give higher 
prices for it on these accounts. 

And when to this are added, the funding{of the 
new stock and the payment of the interest quarter 
yearly, there is solid ground for euterlaining an 
opinion that the stock has, from the earliest period, 
borne a better price in the market than upon 
the principle of an annual payment of six per cent. 
on the whole capital depending upon an annual 
provision. 

This opinion would be confirmed, if we should 
take as a guide what actually happened in one or 
more of the States which made annual provision for 
the payment of interest upon their debts, at the 
stipulated rate of six per cent. With this provision 
the market price of their stock rarely exceeded 334 
per centum. 

It is probable that greater confidence in the 
ability and constancy of views of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, might have given a 
greater valuc to their stock in a like situation. 
But it is not to be doubted that it would have 
felt, in a great degree, a similar effect of that situ- 
ation. 

This may not appear with respect to the small 
amount of unsubscribed Debt now to be provided 
for, and with the advantage of a confirmation of 
confidence by experience; but it could not have 
failed to have been very: apparent, if the whole Debt 
had been provided for on this plan. 

These observations serve to render it probable 
that the creditors who have accepted the terms 
offered by the Government, have not been injured 
by the acceptance; that, if they had now an 
option to chauge their ground for that which is 
now proposed for non-subscribers, it would be an 
illjudged choice in them to do it; and that, upon 
these, as well as other accounts, they will have no 
cause to be dissatisfied with the proposal under 
consideration. 

Let it be added, that, whether the non-subscri- 
bers shall fare better or not by that proposal than 
the subscribers, it is the interest of all the public 
creditors, upon principle and precedent, that the 
public faith should be preserved towards those non- 
subscribers, 

But, at the same time, every consideration con- 
nected with the question urges that nothing more 
should be done for non-subscribers than is posi- 
tively due to good faith. Accordingly, the propo- 
sition contemplates that their debt shall not be fund- 
ed, but that provision shall be annually made. 

With regard to arrears of interest, a tenth part 
only is proposed to be paid on the first of January, 
1796. At this rate they would be paid off in ten 
years. 

In strictness, they ought to be immediately dis- 
charged. But, to have done this on the whole 
Debt, would have been impracticable; to do it on 
what now remains unsubscribed, would not only 
be unequal, but would, at the present moment, 
obstruct arrangements which are conducive to 
the general interests of the creditors. ‘The state 
of the Treasury in succeeding years will enable 
Congress to decide how far the payment can be 


accelerated. In the mean time, the creditors 
have an option to separate these arrears from the 
principal, and to fund them at three per cent., as 
has been done generally with regard to interest. 
The case of a large arrear of interest, arising from 
the inability of a former Government, which is the 
present case, is liable to some peculiar considera- 
tions, 

A difference is made in the special case of the 
Loan Office certificates, which, by contract, are en- 
titled to interest of six per cent. on the nominal 
principal, redeemable only by payment of the specie 
principal. 

This is too disadvantageous a footing for the Go- 
vernment. 

The alternative most convenient at this time, is 
to pay off the Debt, which is proposed, To clude 
this contract would be to sacrifice a very great prin- 
ciple to a very little interest. 

The amount will be scen in the statement A. 


Remarks on the Second Proposition, 


The certificates, or bills of credit, called new 
emission money, were emitted pursuant to a reso- 
lution of Congress, of the 18th of March, 1780, 
which directs them to be emitted upon the funds 
of individual States, to bear an interest of five 
per centuin per annum, payable in spccie, at the 
redemption of the bills; or, at the election of the 
holder, annually, at the Continental Loan Offices, 
in sterling bills, drawn by the United States upon 
their Commissioners in Europe, and pledges the 
faith of the United States for the payment of the 
said bills, in case any State on whose funds they 
should be emitted, should, by the events of war, 
be rendered incapable to redeem them; dirccting, 
also, an endorsement to be made upon each bill, 
in these words: “The United States insure the 
payment of the within bill, and will draw bills of 
exchange for the interest annually, if demanded, 
according to a resolution of Congress of the 18th of 
March, 1780.” 

‘These resolutions and the endorsement upon the 
bills, engage the absolute promise of the United 
States for the payment ef the interest indefinitely, 
and their eventual guarantee of the principal, in 
case any State on whose funds the bills should be 
emitted, should, by the events of war, be ren- 
dered incapable to redeem them; which is, in 
effect, though not in form, an absolute guaran- 
tee of the principal, for the United States are 
bound to pay the interest perpetually till that is 
discharged. 

Good faith demands that the United States should 
supply the omissions of the States which issued the 
bills, by providing themselves, at least for the in- 
terest upon thein. 

But it is not as easy to pronounce on what terms 
they ought to be provided for. 

On their face, and according to the unrevoked 
resolutions of Congress, they are of specie value, 
equal to their nominal amount, and bearing tive 
per cent, interest. 

But it is known that they were issued by dif- 
ferent States, at different values, fixed by previous 
laws. The true nature of the contract, therefore, 
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in fact, and the true equity of the case, are, from 
these circumstances, involved in some question. 

A compromise, by a new agreement, scems the 
best road out of the difficulty. 

This is the aim of the proposition, which, it is 
hoped, will, in the main, reasonably consult all in- 
terests. 

There have been special references of this sub- 
ject to the Secretary, but he purposely declined a 
report till the expiration of the term limited by the 
act, entitled, “ An act relative to claims against the 
United States, not barred by any act of limitation, 
and which have not been already adjusted,” passed 
the 12th of February, 1793, had obviated a danger 
to which the business was exposed. It is now as- 
certaincd that the amount for which the United 
States shall be in future liable, is nincty thousand 
five hundred and seventy-four dollars. The sums 
subscribed to the Loan, will, of course, be a charge 
against the States which respectively issued the 
bills. 


Lemarks on the Third Proposition. 


The payment of interest and instalments of prin- 
cipal of our Foreign Debt, in the countries where 
it was contracted, is found by experience to be at- 
tended with difficulty, embarrassment, some loss, 
and a degree of casualty which occasionally puts in 
jeopardy the national credit. Loans for reimburse- 
ment must be made before-haud, as the market 
suits, and necessarily involve double interest fur a 
greater or less time. The procuring of bills to be 
remitted for payment of interest, cannot be depen- 
ded upon in coincidence with the periods of pay- 
ment, which, co-operating with distance, renders 
inconvenient anticipations necessary. 

The remitting in commodities would be liable 
to other casualties, and to some peculiar objec- 
tions; and whatever mode be adopted, it may be 
frequently not practicable to deposite in scason 
the necessary funds on the spot, without great sa- 
crifices. If, therefore, the place of these payments 
could, with consent of the creditors, upon an equi- 
table indemnification to them for the transfer, be 
changed to the United States, the operation would 
be, in various lights, beneficial, It has occurred 
that the present posture of the affairs of Europe 
might favor a plan of this kind, and perhaps pro- 
duce some collateral advantages. Under this idea, 
an experiment is proposed. The promised aug- 
mentation of interest is intended as an indemnih- 
cation for the expense and hazard of agencics in 
this country, delays in remittance, inconvenience 
of distant negotiation, renunciation of the facilities 
which attend the receipt of interest at home, risks 
of loss by exchange, &c., and is calculated on a lib- 
eral scale, in order to induce an acceptance of the 
proposition. 

If, instead of an increase of interest, the option 
of an equivalent be given, by way of premium, in 
stock bearing an interest of five per cent., it would 
have attractions for certain creditors, and would 
facilitate the success of the measure. On strict 
calculation, the equivalent would be six dollars 
and fifty-eight cents per 100 dollars of the princi- 
pal subscribed. It is not perceived that the inter- 


ests of the United States could suffer by allowing 
the alternative. The fixing of the rate of interest, 
by postponing the reimbursement to the year 1818, 
would also be a powerful inducement. And till the 
period of reimbursement arrives, any surplus of the 
Sinking Fund which may exist, can be invested in 
purchases, so as to prevent the progress of the fund 
being arrested. 

Tt could not be necessary to observe, except for 
the sake of dispelling jealousy or apprehension on 
the part of the creditors, that, while the plan is in 
experiment, and afterwards, with regard to all who 
do not embraccit, everything is to proceed as here- 
tofore, and as the contracts respecting the debt re- 
quire. 

The auxiliary proposition of giving power to the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund to remit certi- 
ficates for sale, is founded upon a belicf that this 
operation will sometimes bo practicable, where di- 
rect loans cannot be effected, aud will be occasion- 
ally a more beneficial mode of remittance than by 
bills of exchange. 


Remark on the Fourth Proposition. 


The object of this proposition is to give moral 
certainty to the adequateness of the fund for pay- 
ing the interest upon the Debt, and for its ultimate 
redemption, making a reasonable allowance for the 
casualties to which it is exposed. 


Remarks on the Fifth Proposition. 


There is no sentiment which can better deserve 
the serious attention of the legislators of a country, 
than the one expressed in the Speech of the Presi- 
dent, which indicates the danger to every Govern- 
ment from the progressive accumulation of debt. 

A tendency to it is, perhaps, the natural disease 
of all Goveruments; and it is not easy to conceive 
any hing more likely than this to lead to great and 
convulsive reyolutions of empire. 

On the one hand, the exigencies of a nation, cre- 
ating new causes of expenditure, as well from its 
own, as from the ambition, rapacity, injustice, in- 
temperance, and folly, of other nations, proceed in 
increasing and rapid succession. On the other, 
there is a general propensity in those who admin- 
ister the affairs of a Government, founded in the 
constitution of man, to shift off the burden from the 
present to a future day—a propensity which may 
be expected to be strong in proportion as the form 
ofa State is popular. 

To extinguish a debt which exists, and to avoid 
the contracting more, are ideas always favored by 
public fecling and opinion; but to pay taxes for 
the one or the other purpose, which are the only 
means of avoiding the evil, is always more or less 
unpopular. ‘These contradictions are in human na- 
ture; and happy, indeed, would be the lot of a 
country that should ever want men ready to turn 
them to the account of their own popularity, or to 
some other sinister account. 

Hence, it is no uncommon spectacle to see the 
samo men clamoring for occasions of expense, 
when they happen to be in unison with the pre- 
sent humor of the community, whether well or ill 
directed, declaiming against a Public Debt, and for 
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the reduction of it asan abstract thesis; yel vehe- 
ment against every plan of taxation which is pro- 
posed to discharge old debts, or to avoid new, by 
deiraying expenses of exigencies as they emerge. 
These unhandgome arts throw artificial embar- 
rassment in the way of the administration of a 


f è : { 
Government, and, co-operating with the desire 


which they themsclves are too apt to feel to concil- 
iate public favor, by declining to lay even necessa- 
ry burdens, or with the fear of losing it, by impo- 
sing them with firmness, serve to promote the 
accumulation of Debt, by leaving that which exists 
without adequate provision for its reimbursement, 
and by preventing the levying, with energy, new 
taxes, when new occasions of expense occur. The 
consequence is, that the Public Debt swells till its 
magnitude becomes enormous, and the burdens of 
the people gradually increase, till their weight be- 
comes intolerable. Of such a state of things, great 
disorders in the whole political economy, convul- 
sions and revolutions of Government, are a natural 
offspring. 

There can be no more sacred obligation, then, on 
the public agents of a nation, than to guard, with 


No opportunity has been lost by the Scerctary 
as far as he could contribute to the event, to reduce 
‘ this principle tu practice ; and inportant steps to- 
wards it have been, from time to time, taken by 
the Legislature. 

But much remains to be done to give il full cf- 
fect. The present state of things encourages and 
invites to the consummation of the plan. And the 

Secretary, about to leave the office he holds, feels 
| it a peculiar duty to make a final effort to promote 
i that invaluable end. 
© This is the object of the fifth proposition, aided 
by the preliminary provisions of the 4th. This pro- 
position aims at two principal points: 1. ‘To con- 
stitute a fund sufficient, in every supposable event, 
for extinguishing the whole of the present Debt of 
the United States, foreign and domestic, in a period 
not exceeding thirty years. 2. To fix its destina- 
tion unchangeably, by not only appropriating it per- 
manently, under the direction of Commissioners, 
and vesting it in them as property in trust, but by 
making its faithful application a part of the con- 
| tract with the creditors. 

As to the first point: Tf the temporary duties on 


provident foresight and inflexible perseverance | imports be rendered permanent, the annual reser- 
against so mischievous a result. True patriotism i vation of six millions of dollars postponed; and if 
and genuine policy cannot, ìt is respectfully pre- ; the additional appropriations which are proposed, 
sumed, be better demonstrated by those of the Uni- | be made to the Sinking Fund; its intended force 
ted States, at the present juncture, than by impro- | will not only be equal to the effect meant to be 


ving, efficaciously, the very favorable situation in 
which they stand, for extinguishing with reasona 
ble celerity, the actual Debt of the country, and 
for laying the foundation of a system which may 
shield posterity from the consequences of the usual 
improvidence and selfishness of its ancestors, and 
which, if possible, may give immortality to pub- 
lic credit. 

Fortunately for the first object, the circumstan 
ces in our foreign affairs, which during the last scs- 
siun, impelled to an extension of the national rev 
enues, have left little more to do than to apply the 
existing means with decision and efficacy. 

The second object will depend on the establish- 
ment of wise principles in the application, fitted to 
become a permanent precedent in the fiscal system 
of the country. 

The first report of the Secretary an the subject 
of the Public Debt, of the 9th of January, 1790, 
suggests the idea of “incorporating, as a funda- 
mental maxim in the system of public credit of the 
United States, that the creation of Debt should al- 
ways be accompanied with the means of extin- 
guishment; that this is the true secret for render- 
ing public credit immortal, and that it is difficult to 
conceive a situation in which there may not be 
an adherence to the maxim ;” and it expresses “an 
unfeiened solicitude, that this may be attempted 
by the United States, and that they may commence 
their measures for the establishment of credit with 
the observance of it.’* 

* It is understood that the Parliament of Great Britain bas with- 
in the last four years, formally adopted us a standing rule, tho 
principle of incorporating, with the creation of Debt, the means 
of extinguishment. How much easier must the cxecntion of this 
important principle be to the United States, than to a nation 
which, before it began, had so deeply mortgaged its resources. 


Let the United States never have to regret, hereafter, that they 
postponed too long so provident a precaution. 


produced, but it may be hoped that there is scarce- 
ly a casualty which can reasonably be taken into 
calculation, foreign war not excepted, which will 
occasion a deficiency in the fund. 

The whole amount of the duties on imports and 
tonnage, and upon domestic distilled spirits and 
stills, estimated now to amount to $6,079,418 58, 
besides the dividends on Bank stock, and the items 
which now compose the Sinking Fund, will then 
be appropriated, primarily, to the interest upon the 
Public Debt, and to the Sinking Fund; which, to- 
gether, including the deferred stock, will demand, 
permanently, from that revenue, $4,378,836 03— 
little more than two-thirds of the funds from which 
they arise. An expectation may be indulged, that 
even forcign war, making due allowance for what 
will always be practicable, through neutral Pow- 
ers, would not occasion a defalcation in the reve- 
nues greater than the difference. his competen- 
cy of the fund is an essential idea. he, fulfilment 
of the object, as far asthe uncertainty of human 
affairs will permit, ought to be superior to casualty. 

The necessity of a reliance on auxiliary provi- 
sions, always precarious in those situations which 
affect the productiveness of the public revenues, 
ought to be, as far as practicable, superseded by 
the ample nature of the provision. 

As to the second point: The intent is to secure, 
by all the sanctions of which the subject is sus- 
ceptible, an inviolate application of the fund, ac- 
cording to its destination. No expedients more 
powerful can be devised for this purpose, than to 
clothe it with the character of private property, and 
to engage absolutely the faith of the Government, 
by making the application of it to the object, a part 
of the contract with the creditors. 

But is this necessary ? 
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Tts necessity rests on these cogent reasons: The 
inviolable application of an adequate Sinking Fund 
is the only practicable security against an excessive 
accumulation of Debt, and the essential basis of a 
permanent national credit. 

Experience has shown, in countries the most at- 
tentive to the principles of credit, that a simple ap- 
propriation of the Sinking Fund is not a complete 
barrier against its being diverted, when immediate 
exigencies press. The causes which have been 
stated with another view, tempt the administrators 
of Government to lay hold of this resource rather 
than resort to new taxes. This indicates the utility 
of endeavoring to give, by additional sanctions, in- 
violability to the fund. 

But, will those proposed answer the end? 

They are the most efficacious that can be im- 
agined, and they arc likely to be entirely efficacious. 
They cannot be disregarded, without, by breach of 
faith and contract, destroying credit; and, at a 
juncture, too, when it is most indispensable. The 
emergencies which induce a diversion of the fund, 
are those in which loans, and, consequently, credit, 
are must needed. 

But will il be safe to put the fund so entirely out 
of the command of the Government? May there 
not be situations in which the command of it may 
be requisite to the safety of the State? 

This is not conceivable. ‘The amount of the 
Sinking Fund will, in the situations which create 
extraordinary demands for money, be always in- 
considerable, compared even with a single year’s 
expenditure. The current revenues of a nation 
do not, in such cases, suffice. Plunder or credit 
must supply the deficiency. The first presup- 
poses a subversion of all social order. The sec- 
ond will find its best support and greatest efficacy 
in adhering steadily to the principles of such a 
fund. An annuity of seven dollars will pay the 
interest upon, and discharge a capital of one hun- 
dred dollars, bearing six per cent. interest, in thir- 
ty-three and a third years, nearly. ‘The situation 
of a country must be not a little exhausted, if it 
cannot create yearly, by new revenues, during the 
continuance of a foreign war, an annuity on the 
above scale, sufficient to fund the loans, of which 
it may stand in need. Ten millions of dollars will, 
with order and economy, maintain, in this coun- 
try, an army of fifty thousand men, for a year. 
Viewing our geographical position, is there a pros- 
pect of any war expensive beyond this ratio? If 
not, an annuity of seven hundred thousand dollars, 
created each year of the war, would suffice. But 
it would be wise, in such an event, to carry taxa- 
tion, in the first instance, to the full extent of the 
ability of the State, which would proportionably 
contract the necessity for borrowing, and conse- 
quently, the extent of the annuities necessary for 
loans. 

If a nation can find embarrassment in creating 
the revenues requisite on this scale, it must. arise 
from her having reached a stage when, from the 
neglect of the principle now inculcated, the mass of 
her Debt has become so enormous as to strain her 
facultics in order to make a provision for it. 

The United States are in a situation altogether 


different. An inspection of the list of their reve- 
nues discovers that they have a large field of re- 
source unexplored. Their youth, and large tracts 
of unscttled lands, and lands in the infancy of im- 
provement, assure them a great and rapid increase 
of means. Even their actual revenues, without ad- 
ditions. must, with the progress of the country, 
considerably increase. And, though war may in- 
terrupt, the temporary interruption being removed 
by the restoration ‘of peace, their increasing pro- 
ductiveness, suspended for a time, must resume its 
vigor and growth. In a given number of years, a 
considerable augmentation is certain. 

The Government of this country may, therefore, 
adopt, fearless of future embarrassment, a principle 
which, being adopted, will ultimately furnish re- 
sources for future exigencies, without an increase 
of burden to the community. 

To explain this last idea: It will readily be per- 
ceived, that the funds pledged for paying the in- 
terest, and sinking the principal of a portion of the 
Debt existing or created at a particular time, will, 
within a certain period, extingnish that portion of 

ebt. 

They will then be liberated, and will be ready 
for any future use, either to defray current expend- 
itures, or be the basis of new loans, as circum- 
stances may dictate. And, after a course of time, 
it is a reasonable presumption, that the funds, so 
successively liberated, will be adequate to new ex- 
igencies, as they occur. 

Morcover, the last clause of the proposition au- 
thorizes the deriving aid from the Sinking Fund 
for new loans, whenever the state of the fund ad- 
mits of it, consistently with the accomplishment 
of its purposes; that is, when it is sufficient—lst, 
to make good the payments on account of the prin- 
cipal of the Debt, as they accrue; 2d, to purchase 
in the market all that part of the Public Debts of 
which there is no stipulation of payment by instal- 
ment, (as the three per cent. stock) within a po- 
riod of thirty years. 

This, while it seeures the extinction of the ex- 
isting Debt, within a reasonable time, by prevent- 
ing too great a proportion of the public revenue 
from being tied up by the Sinking Fund, gives due 
weight to the consideration of providing for future 
emergencies. 

The same consideration has governed in pro- 
posing, (instead of the appropriation of a definite 
sum out of the revenue from imports and tonnage 
which, in certain years, will be greater than will 
be permanently necessary) that the sum to be ap- 
plied out of that revenue shall be so much, from 
year to ycar, as, with the other items of the Siak- 
ing Fund, will suffice for the object. It has like- 
wise influenced in postponing the redemption of 
that stock which stands to the eredit of certain 
States, in consequence of the report of the Com- 
missioners for settlement of accounts. 

Every system of public credit must assume it as 
a fundamental principle, that the resources of the 
country are equal to its probable exigencies, and 
that it will possess ability to pay the debts which 
it contracts. If this be so, there is no cause to hes- 
itate about the inviolable appropriation of funds to 
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the extinction of an existing Debt, within no less a | of administration, by implicating a greater por- 
term than thirty years. | tion of the revenue in every such operation than 

Indeed, as before intimated, it cannot be doubted | would be requisite for a mere provision for inte- 
that the resources of a credit, built upon a found- | rest, will contro! proportionably the disposition to 
ation so solid as that which is recommended, | defer the burden to futurity, and create a greater 
will more than replace, even in the earliest stages | necessity for circumspection in incurring cx- 
of our affairs, the use of the additional funds | pense. 
withdrawn from the command of the Govern- Tt is, probably, the true expedient for umling a 
ment, to effect it, and, in the eventual operation | due regard to the present accommodation of the 
will give a more abundant command of funds, | community, with a due care not to overburden 
than it can otherwise havc. The successive lib- | posterity—the full energy of public credit, with a 
eration of the revenues, successively pledged, af- | salutary restraint upon the abuses of it. 
ter accomplishing their object, will afford re-| To this explanation of the general principles of 
sources that may almost be said to be incxhaust- | the fifth proposition, it may be proper to add some 
ible. brief notes on particular parts of it. 

Tt should be recollected, too, that the public ar- | It is proposed that the redemption of the pres- 
rangemeuts may, uudera great pressure, anticipate | ent six per cent. stock shall commence on the 1st 
the approaching period of such a liberation, by in- | of January, 1796. This time of commencement 
termediate temporary loans, to be replaced by those | is recommended by several reasons: 1. It ought 
funds when they are free. to be such as to admit of sufficient notice to dis- 

This proposition exemplifies, as to the past, the | tant creditors, 2. It will favor order, to date the 
nature of the maxim which has been supposed | commencement of every new pecuniary opera- 
capable of giving immortality to credit, namely, | tion, where there is an option, and no particular 
that, with the creation of debt, should be incor- | reason to the contrary, wilh the commencement 
porated the means of extinguishment; which | of the natural year. 3. The moment of paymeut 
means are two-fold: 1. The establishing, at the | presupposes that the annuity to be paid has actu- 
time of contracting a debt, funds for the reim- | ally accrucd, which will not be the case tll the 
bursement of the principal, as well as for the | end of the present year. 4. The small delay, by 
payment of interest within a determinate period. | not forcing the means, will facilitate the future 
2. The making it a part of the contract, that the | execution. 
fund, so established, shall be inviolably applied to| It is a part of the plan to make provision for 
the object. reimbursing the remaining instalments of the two 

Tt is believed that it would be happy for the | million Loan, had of the Bank of the United 
United States, if Congress would adopt this prin- | States, pursuant to the act of incorporation. The 
ciple as a rule in all future loans, never to be de- | preceding instalments have been reimbursed out 
parted from; and a good evidence of this deter- | of the proceeds of Foreign Loans. ‘This resource 
mination will be, to apply it to the past. cannot, in future, be relicd upon; and, for such a 

This would he, at the same time, an antidote | purpose, it is not as eligible as a domestic one, 
against what may be pronounced the most plausi- | though circumstances have hitherto dictated a 
ble objections to the system of funding public | recurrence to it. By making the dividends on 
debts; which are, that, by facilitating the means | the stock auxiliary for this purpose to (he revenue 
of supporting expense, they encourage to enter- | from taxcs, the object is effected with liltle more 
prises which produce it; and, by furnishing in | than half the sum from that revenue ; and, in the 
credit a substitute for revenue, likely to be too | end, a fund is formed from the dividends, which, 
freely used, to avoid the odium of laying new | with a small addition, suffices for the redemption 
taxes, they occasion a tendency to run in debt. | of the deferred stock. As these instalments are 
Though these objections to Funding Systems, | yearly falling due, and must be, as they accrue, it 
which, giving the greatest possible energy to pub- is essential that a provision for ther be contem- 
lic credit, are a great source of national security, | plated in the gencral arrangement requisite to the 
strength, and prosperity, are very similar to those | completion of our system of credit. There is, 
which speculative men urge against national and perhaps, no easy alternative to what is proposed, 
individual opulence, drawn from its abuses; and | except the sale of the stock. But, waiving other 
though, perhaps, upon a careful analysis of facts, | weighty considerations against such a measure, it 
they would be found to have much less support | is, in the vicw of a true economy, liable to the most 
in them than is imagined, attributing to those sys- | solid objections. 
tems effects which are to be ascribed, more truly, | It is morally certain, that the dividends on the 
to the passions of men, and perhaps to the genius | stock will increasc, and the value of the capital, 
of particular Governments; yet, as they are not | from this aud collateral causes, more than pro- 
wholly unfounded, it is desirable to guard, as far | portionably. There is no momentary urgency lo 
as possible, against the dangers which they suppose, | induce the relinquishment of this future advan- 
without renouncing the advantages which these | tage. To scll at present, would be to abandon 
systems undoubtedly afford. the difference without necessity. It cannot be 

It will readily be seen, that the maxim of expedient in a Government to part with a capi- 
making concurrent provision for the principal as | tal, which, at the time, produces as great or a 
well as interest, in the act of contracting debt, if | greater revenue, than can be realized from the 
by precedent and habit, it can be rendered a rule ' proceeds of a sale, however invested; and which 
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has an inherent tendency to future augmentation. 
The measure, too, would be to renounce, or lessen, 
@ most convenient resource for forming the re- 
deeming fund of the deferred stock. 

It is proposed to carry the proceeds of the sales 
of the Western lands to the Sinking Fund. This 
is to execute the intention of the Funding Act, 
which has not organized the mode of application ; 
and it has the advantage of combining, in one 
a all the provisions for extinguishing the 

ebt. 

Jt is proposed that all suplusses of revenue 
shall, at a certain time, be carried to the use of 
the Sinking Fund. This is to extend and give 
effect to a principle which has already received 
the Legislative sanction. It was necessary to fix 
a time when the appropriation of the surplus 
should become absolute, and that this should be 
consistent with a due opportunity to provide for 
the exigencies of the public service. Both these 
considerations have heen consulted. This mea- 
sure has, besides, reference to a more speedy re- 
demption of the Debt than it appears prudent to 
attempt by an absolute appropriation of more cx- 
tensive funds. And the legislators of to-day would 
be entitled to the lasting gratitude of their coun- 
try, if they would extend this auxiliary resource, 
by all the means which are consistent with a duc 
regard to the present accommodation of their con- 
stituents. 

It is proposed to authorize the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund to provide, by new loans, for 
the reimbursement of the instalments which, from 
time to time, accrue. This is on the ground, that 
it is essential to the perfection of the system of 
redemption, that all the means of ultimate execu- 
tion should be organized in it, and that there 
should be no need of future provisions. 

The last clause of the proposition excepts, from 
the operation of that clause, the interest on the 
six per cent. stock. This is because that interest 
is destined to form the accumulations for paying 
the successive instalments of the principal of that 
stock, which increase each year in a ratio to the 
interest liberated by cach payment. 

The statement E exhibits the course of the 
Sinking Fund, as proposed to be established. 

i Remarks on, the Xizth Proposition. 

This will be a uscful and important provision. 
It has reference to a circumstance repeatedly ad- 
verted to—the long credits given upon the prin- 
cipal branches of revenue; from which it hap- 
pens, that, though the fund itsclf, or the product 
of the revenue, is more than adequate to an ap- 
propriation, yet the receipts upon it come too 
slowly into the Treasury to answer the end, with- 
out anticipation by temporary loans. Its pro- 
priety depends on the principle suggested under 
the last head, of having all the means of com- 
plete execution organized in the system of Public 
Credit. 

_ Remarks on the Seventh Proposition. 

It is a good rule of caution, that no more of the 
public revenues should be rendered permanent, 
than is necessary to give moral certainty to the 


| 


provisions which may be regarded as the pillars 
of Public Credit. This idea will, it is believed, 
be satisfied, by giving permanency to the now tem- 
porary duties on imports. Accordingly, it is only 
proposed to extend the duties, mentioned in this 
proposition, to the year 1800, and thence, to the 
end of the next ensuing session of Congress ; which 
is on the ground, that they ought to be commen- 
surate in duration with the objects which they are 
to accomplish, and no more. 

It has been already noticed, that they are at 
present chargeable, together with the temporary 
duties on imports, laid in the last session, with an 
appropriation of 1,292,137 dollars and thirty-eight 
cents, and with the interest of one million of dol- 
lars, authorized to be borrowed with a view to 
foreign intercourse; having a special eye to an ob- 
ject very interesting to the commerce and feelings 
of the United States. 

This business wants a further arrangement; 
standing at present, upon a vague and inefficient 
footing. “The reimbursement of the Loan is not 
adequately provided for, neither is the interest, 
this being predicated on funds which, in their pre- 
sent form, would probably expire after a product 
of two years. 

According to the fifth proposition, the tempo- 
rary duties on imports, after the above mentioned 
appropriation of 1,292,187 dollars and thirty-eight 
cents shall have been satisfied, will become per- 
manently charged with the interest on the Pub- 
lic Debt, the Sinking Fund, and the annual reserv- 
ation of six hundred thousand dollars for the sup- 
port of Government. ' 

If the duties mentioncd in the sixth proposition 
are continued till the first of January, 1800, and 
the reimbursement of the principal of the Loan, 
as well as the interest, is referred to them, two 
good purposes will be answered: the obtaining 
the Loan will be facilitated, and its complete reim- 
bursement will be effected within the term allotted, 
without an augmentation of the permanent Debt 
of the conutry. This makes allowance for fulfilling 
the appropriation for the current service, already 
charged upou this fund. 

It is presumed to be a conclusive reason in fa- 
vor of the proposition, that it aims at preventing 
an increase of permanent Debt. If services of this 
kind, when the United States are at peace, (at least 
with civilized Powers) are made causes of perma- 
nent loans, the progress of new debt will easily ex- 
ceed the extinction of old. 

It appears desirable that there should be a 
steady effort, as a rule of administration, not to 
increase the permanent Debt of the country by 
permanent loans, except when it is inevitable, by 
the existence of a war with some European 
Power. 

The comparative view of revenue and expend- 
iture (statement F) establishes, satisfactorily, 
that these duties cannot be dispensed with, unless 
there be a substitute, if the redemption of the 
Public Debt is to be seriously entered upon; and 
it is believed that there cannot be devised objects 
of revenue more proper in themselves, nor more 
generally acceptable to the people. Whatever 
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interested parties may allege, it scems self-evi- 
dent that there can hardly he a reasonable ques- 
tion, except as to the best mode of collection. 
Tho objection, that part of them falls on manu- 
factures, has no weight. The manufactures on 
which they fall are complete luxuries, and com- 
pletely established; consequently, fit objects of 
revenue. The increased duties on the rival for- 
eign articles, are a full protection to the manu- 
facture. Whatever may be the appearances in the 
infancy of the tax, it is certain, in principle, that 
it will finally fall on the consumer, as gencrally as 
dutics on imported commodities. 


Remarks on the Eighth Proposition. 

This is to terminate an embarrassment which 
has been experienced. Appropriations are fre- 
quently made for objects, the extent of which is 
not preciscly known, or in a degree casual. To 
leave them indefinite, as to time, is sometimes to 
tie up, unnecessarily, a portion of the public funds, 
which may, ultimately, not be wanted at all for 
the purpose of the original appropriation. 

It will do away this inconvenicnec, and pro- 
mote perspicuily in the Treasury accounts of ap- 
propriations, if an ultimate period is fixed when 
each appropriation shall be deemed to have ceased. 
Should further appropriations appear necessary 
for the same objects, new estimates can be pre- 
sented, and new appropriations made. 

The designating an account with a denomina- 
tion known in the laws, to which the surplusses 
are to be carried, will facilitate future Legislative 
dispositions of the resulting fund. It is, however, 
essential to the system of Public Credit, that this 
should be with the exceptions contained in the 
proposition. 


Remaris on the Ninth Proposition. 

This proposition is calculated to give simplicity 
to the public accounts of stock and revenue, which 
will conduce to correctness, despatch, and econo- 
my. As the revenues are manifestly more than 
adequate to the claims of all the creditors, they, 
none of them, have any interest in the distinc- 
tions which now exist, and which grew out of 
the course of the business, and the rights of none 
of them will be affected, because all who choose 
may continue on their former ground, by signify- 
ing their dissent to the present plan. It is how- 
ever, presumed, there will be no such dissent. 


Remarks on the Tenth Proposition. 


It is important to the fiscal calculations, to as- 
certain, positively, the cxtent of every portion of 
the Public Debt. At present, the amount of 
these several items of it is deduced from accounts 
of the late war, of various officers and offices; in 
some instances, conducted with little order. ‘There 
is not, therefore, sufficient certainty ; indeed, it is 
probable, from the length of time that has elapsed 
without their appearing, that the computed amount 
exceeds the real. 

Besides, they are, from their nature, subject to 
forgeries and counterfeits; which implies a dan- 
ger of loss to the public, till their circulation is 
finally terminated. The proposition, accordingly, 


besides the obtaining of better information, aims 
at obviating this danger. 

Allowing for sufficient time for bringing them in 
to be exchanged for certilicates of equivalent 
tenor, while it is a measure tending to public in- 
formation and security, it can be liable to no rea- 
sonable objection on the part of the creditors. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has reserved 
for the conclusion of this report, a proposition 
which appears, to him of great importance to the 
Public Credit, and which, after some preliminary 
observations, will he offered to consideration. It 
relates to the right of taxing the Public Funds, 
and to that of sequéstering them in time of war. 

A proposition on either of those points, would 
have been deemed superfluous, had there never 
been discussions asserting a right to do the one 
and the other, and cven the expediency of excr- 
cising that right. The negative of both the pre- 
tensions, from the habit of regarding it as inca- 
pable of being disputed, had acquired, in the 
mind of the Secretary, so much the force of an 
axiom, as to have precluded cven the mention of 
the subject in the plan which he originally sub- 
mitted for funding the Public Debt. Ie should, 
otherwise, have thought it au indispensable duty 
to suggest, as a matter of primary cousequence to 
the system of credit contemplated in the plan, 
the express renunciation of those pretensions ; for 
they are (as he believes) not only unwarranted by 
principle or usage, but subversive of the sound 
maxims of Public Credit. A persuasion that this 
would always be a truth granted in the councils 
of the United States, is his apology for the omis- 
sion. 

Even now he should think it useless to depart 
from his silence on the point, had not the discus- 
sions alluded to, created some alarm in places 
where all the circumstances are not well under- 
stood, which it is the interest of the country to 
dispel. The confidence justly to be reposed in the 
collective wisdom of this Government, forbids the 
supposition, by one acquainted with its Constitu- 
tion, that the security of the creditor can need, in 
this particular, a further sanction. Tt is presumed 
to bo impossible, that any final act can ever give 
so decp a wound to the national interest and echar- 
acter, as to derogate from a principle which may 
be placed among the most sacred in the adminis- 
tration of a Government. 

Is there a right in the Government to tax its 
own funds ? 

The pretence of this right is deduced from the 
general right of the Legislative power to make all 
the property of the State contributory to its exi- 
gencies. 

But this right is obviously liable to be restricted 
by the engagements of the Government ; it can- 
not be justly exercised in contravention of them; 
they must form an exception. It will not be de- 
nied, that the general right in question, could, 
and would, be abridged, by an express promise 
not to tax the funds. ‘This promise, indecd, 
has not been given in terms, but it has been 
given in substance. When an individual lends 
money to the State, the State stipulates to repay 
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him the principal lent, with a certain interest, or to 
pay a certain interest, indefinitely, till the principal 
is reimbursed ; or, it stipulates something equivalent, 
in another form. In our case, the stipulation is in 
the second form. 

To tax the funds, is manifestly either to take, or 
to keep back, a portion of the principal or interest 
stipulated to be paid. 

To do this, on whatever pretext, is nut to do 
what is expressly promised; it is not to pay that 
precise principal, or that precise interest, which has 
been engaged to be paid ; it is, therefore, to violate 
the promise given to the lender. 

But, is not the stipulation to the lender, with a 
tacit reservation of the general right of the Legis- 
lature to raise contributions on the property of the 
State ? 

This cannot be supposed—becanse it involves two 
contradictory things: an obligation to do, and a 
right not to do. An obligation to pay a certain 
sum, and a right to retain it in the shape of a tax. 
It is against the rules, both of law and reason, to 
admit, by implication, in the construction of a con- 
tract, a principle which goes in destruction of it. 

The Government, by such a construction, would 
be made to say to the lender: “I want a sum of 
mouey, for a national purpose, which all the citi- 
zens ought to contribute proportionably, but it will 
be more convenient to them, and to me, to borrow 
the money of you. If you will lend it, I promise 
you faithfully, to allow you a certain rate of inte- 
rest, while I keep the money, and to reimburse the 
principal within a determinate period, except so 
much of the one and the other, as I may think fit 
to withhold, in the shape of a tax.” 

Is such a construction either natural or rational ? 
Does it not, in fact, nullify the promise by the re- 
servilion of a right not to perform it ? 

Is it to be presumed, without being expressed, 
that such can be the understanding of a lender, 
when he parts with his money to a Government ? 

The contrary is so much the more presumuable, 
that nothing short of an express reservation can 
support the pretension to tax the fund. 

It may be replied, that the creditor might be 
willing to rely upon the equity of the Government, 
not to abuse its right, by exacting from him ex- 
cessive contributions. 

This, if true, does not obviate the difficulty of 
supposing the co-existence of an obligation and a 
right, destructive the one of the other, in interpret- 
ing the sense of a contract, when nothing of the 
kind is said. 

It is possible that a creditor might be willing so 
to contract; yet it is still necessary, in order to 
determine that he has done it, to find some pro- 
visions or expressions in the contract, indicating 
the intention, to render what is stipulated compat- 
ible with what is reserved. But it is not proba- 
ble that an idividual ,would be willing to lend 
upon such terms. He would justly apprehend, 
that, in great emergencies, a right, having no limit 
but the opinion of the party possessed of the pow- 
er, would be abused, and that the convenience of 
laying hold of a fund already prepared and at hand, 
supported by a claim of right, would be a tempta- 


tion to abuse, not easy to be resisted. However 
well disposed to contribute, in common with his 
fellow-citizens, on all the ordinary objects of prop- 
erty or income, he would be unwilling to subject 
himself to a special burden, in the peculiar character 
of creditor of the State. He would prefer to cm- 
ploy his money in other ways: even to lend it to 
private persons, where it might be more likely to 
escape the hand of the fiscal power. 

Let the question be tried by another analysis. 

Public Debt can searcely, in legal phrase, be de- 
fined either property in possession or in action. It 
is evidently not the first, till it is reduced to posses- 
sion by payment. To be the second, would suppose 
a legal power to compel payment by suit. Does 
such a power exist? The true definition of Pub- 
lic Debt is a property subsisting in the faith of the 
Government. Its essence is promise. Its definite 
value depends upon the reliance that the promise 
will be definitely fulfilled. Can the Government 
rightfully tax its promises? Can it put its faith 
under contribution? Where or what is the value 
of the Debt if such a right exist ? 

Suppose the Government to contract with an in- 
dividual to convey to him a hundred acres of land, 
upon the condition of paying a hundred dollars. 
When he came to pay the hundred dollars and de- 
mand his title, could the Government require of 
him to pay fifty more as a tax upon the land, before 
it would consent to give him the title? Who would 
not pronounce this to be a breach of contract—a 
fraud—which nothing could disguise ? 

This case is parallel with that under examination, 
with circumstances that fortify the right of the lend- 
ing creditor. 

‘The Government agrees with him, that, for one 
hundred dollars, which he delivers to the Govern- 
ment, it will deliver to him, at the end of each 
year, six dollars. Here the six dollars to be deliv- 
ered answer to the land to be conveyed, with this 
stronger ground of right, that the consideration for 
them has actually been given and received. Yet, 
when the creditor comes to demand his six dollars, 
he is told that he cannot have them, except with 
the reservation of one dollar as a tax upon the six, 
or that he cannot have them, except upon the con- 
dition of returning one dollar as that tax. What 
is this but to say, that his title to the money in this 
case, as to the land in the other, must depend up- 
on his paying, or allowing a further consideration 
for it, not contemplated in the contract? Can there 
be a doubt that this, also, would be a breach of 
contract—a fraud? 

The true rule of every case of property, founded 
on contract with the Government, is this: Il must 
first be reduced into possession, and then it will be- 
come subject, in common with other similar pro- 
perty, to the right of the Government to raise con- 
tributions upon it. It may be said, that the Go- 
vernment may fulfil this principle, by paying the in- 
terest with one hand, and taking back the amount 
of the tax with the other. But to this, the answer is, 
that, to comply truly with the rule, the tax must 
be upon all the moncy of the community, not up- 
on the particular portion of it which is paid to the 
public creditors; and it ought, besides, to be so reg- 
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ulated, as not to include a lien of the tax upon the 
fund. The creditor should be no otherwise acted 
upon, than as every other posscssor of money ; and 
consequently, the money he reccives from the pub- 
lie, can then only be a fit subject of taxation when 
it is entirely separated, and thrown, undistinguish- 
ed, into the common mass. A different practice 
would amount to an evasion of the principle con- 
tended for, and to oppression. A rent, or annuity, 
liable before it passes, or in the act of passing, or at 
the moment of passing from one proprietor to an- 
other, to a deduction, or drawback, at the pleasure 
of the party from whom it is to pass, is an ima- 
ginary thing, destitute both of shape and substance. 

When a Government enters into contract with 
an individual, it deposes as to the matter of the 
coutract, its Constitutional authority, and exchanges 
thecharacter of legislator for that of a moral agent, 
with the same rights and obligations as an indi- 
vidual. Its promises may be justly considered as 
excepted out of its power to legislate, unless in aid 
of them. It is, in theory, impossible to reconcile 
the two ideas of a promise which obliges with a 
power to make a law which can vary the effect of 
it. ‘This is the great principle that governs the 

uestion, and abridges the general right of the 
jovernment to lay taxes, excepting out of it a spe- 
cies of property which subsists only in its promise. 

There are persons who, admitting the general 
rule, conceive a distinction to exist between a tax 
upon the funds, which must he paid at all events, 
and a tax upon alienations of them, which will 
only be paid when they are transferred from one 
to another. The latter they think justifiable, be- 
cause it is in the option of the ereditor to avoid the 
tax, by avoiding the alienation. But the difference 
between the two cases is only a difference in the de- 
gree of violation. 

The stock, in its creation, is made transferable. 
This quality constitutes a material part of its value, 
and the existence of it is a part of the contract 
with the Government, which has undertaken, it- 
self, to conduct the operation of transferring by its 
own officers, and consequently at its own expense. 
It is as completely a breach of contract to derogate 
from this quality, in diminution of the value of 
stock, by encumbering the transfer with a charge 
or tax, as jt is to take back, in the same shape, a 
portion of the principal or interest. It is obvious, 
too, that this may be carried so far as essentially 
to destroy the transferable capacity. But what is 
a tax upon transfers, other than the faculty of 
taking away from the actual proprietor of stock a 
portion of his principal, whenever his interests or 
his necessities demand a transfer, in derogation from 
the full enjoyment of the right to transfer, and 
from the express promise of the Government to pay 
to him or his alienee? For it is upon the seller, 
not upon the buyer, that such a tax will fall, And 
where is the substantial difference, on the ground 
of contract, between this and a direct tax upon the 
fund itself? The value of it is as certainly impaired 
by the one as by the other. 

But shall the proprictor of moncy in the funds, 
then, be exempt from his proportion of the bur- 
dens which other citizens bear? 


This will not be the consequence of the princi- 
ple. As a consumer, of which his income is the 
instrument, he will pay his proportion of the taxes 
on consumption. As a holder of any other species 
of property procured by that income, or otherwise, 
which is liable to a tax, he must also contribute his 
proportion. 

But, without undue refinement, the lender of 
money to the public may be affirmed to have paid 
his tax when he lends his money. 

Relying upon the engagement. of the Govern- 
ment, express or implied, that he will receive what 
is promised him, without defalcation, he is content 
with a less interest than he would take if subject to 
any such defaleation, and especially if it was to be 
arbitrary as to its extent. In this lower rate of in- 
terest he may be truly said to pay his tax or to pur- 
chase an exemption from it. 

Here, also, we find what is decisive on the point 
of expediency. 

If the Government had a right to tax its funds, 
the exercise of that right would cost much more 
than it was worth. The money-lender would ex- 
act exorbitant premiums, not only as an indemni- 
fication for the use which the Government might 
probably make of its right, and which, in practice, 
would be likely to be qualified by some regard to 
equality of contribution, but as an equivalent for 
insurance against the risk or possibility of a more 
extensive use. Hence the Government would be 
likely to pay much more in premiums upon its 
Loans, than it would draw back in taxes; and the 
former being supposed but equal to the latter, 
ae would be no advantage in exercising the 
right. 

“But it will be, perhaps, more safe to affirm, that 
there wonld be no borrowing at all upon such 
terms, The first precedent of a tax upon the 
funds might be expected to compel the Govern- 
ment to an express renunciation of the right in 
every future Loan. Solid capitalists would not be 
much inclined to adventure their money upon so 
precarious a footing as is implied in a power of 
taxing their credits. 

These reflections lead readily to an estimate of 
the impressions which would be produced by the 
example of an imposition on the fuuds. Reyarded 
either as a positive breach of coutract, or us a de- 
viation from the sound maxims of credit, the ef- 
fect upon it would be nearly equally fatal. What- 
ever might be excused to a time of revolution, to 
a defect of means, or to some extraordinary pecu- 
liarity of situation, no excuse would be admitted 
for a deliberate departure from principles, at a 
time, too, of national prosperity, in a flourishing 
state of the finances, after the foundations of a re- 
gular system had been laid. The departure would 
argue an incorrectness, an instability, or a deprav- 
ity of views, calculated to give a lasting shock to 
Public Credit. 

The United States must, henceforth, tread with 
the most cautious steps. 

A renunciation of the right, in future, might 
not speedily heal the wound which an example 
of its exercise had given. Durable suspicion 
might fasten on the wisdom or the integrity of the 


1365 


APPENDIX. 


1866 


Public 


Credit. 


Government, which might occasion to it no incon- 
siderable loss and embarrassment, before a course 
of contrary experience would obliterate them. 

The right of a Government to sequester or con- 
fiscate property, in its funds, in time of war, in- 
volves considerations analogous to those which 
regard the right of taxing them. Whether the 
foreigner be, himself, the original lender, or the 
propriefor of stock, in its constitution transferable 
without discrimination, he stands upon equal 
ground with the citizen. He has an equal claim 
upon the faith of the Government. 

In the second ease, as the substitute of the ori- 
ginal lender, the promise made attaches immedi- 
ately upon him. Indeed, the certificates which 
issuc upon every transfer, and which may be called 
the public bonds, designate him as the creditor, and 
expressly invest him with the correspondent rights. 

To sequester or confiscate the stock, is as effect- 
ually a breach of the contract to pay, as to absorb 
it bya tax, Ilis to annihilate the promise, under 
the sanction of which the foreigner became a 
proprietor. 

But, does not the general right of war, to seize 
and confiscate enemy property, extend to the pro- 
perty of the citizens of one nation in the funds of 
another—the two nations being at war with each 
other? 

Resorting to principle as the guide, this question 
may, on solid grounds, be answered in the negative. 

The right to seize and confiscate individual 
property, in national wars, excludes all those cases 
where the individual derives his title from the 
enemy sovereign or nation: for the right to pro- 
perty always implies the right to be protected and 
secured in the enjoyment of that property; anda 
nation, by the very act of permitting the citizen of 
a foreign country to acquire property within its 
territory, whether to lands, funds, or to any other 
thing, tacitly engages to give protection and se- 
curity to that property, and to allow him as full 
enjoyment of it as any other proprietor—an en- 
gagement which no state of things between the 
two nations can justly or reasonably affect. Though 
politically right, that, in wars between nations, the 
property of private persons, which depend on the 
laws of their own country, or on circumstances 
foreign to the nation with which their own is at 
war, should be subject to seizure and confiscation 
by the enemy-nation ; yet it is both politically and 
morally wrong, that this should extend to property 
acquired under the faith of the Goverument, and 
the laws of that enemy uation. 

When the Government enters into a contract 
with the citizen of a foreign country, il considers 
him as an individual in a state of nature, and con- 
tracts with him as such. It does not contract with 
him us the member of another society. 

The contracts, therefore, with him, cannot be 
affected by his political relations to that society. 
War, whatever right it may give over his other 
property, can give none over that which he derives 
{rom those contracts. The character in which they 
are made with him, the faith pledged to him per- 
sonally, virtually exempt it. 

This principle, which seems critically correct, 


would exempt as well the income as the capital of 
the property. It protects the use as effectually as 
the thing. What, in fact, is property, but a fiction, 
without the beneficial use of it? In many cases, 
indeed, the income or annuity is the property itself. 
And, though general usage may control the princi- 
ciple, it can only be as far as the usage clearly 
goes. It must not be extended by analogy. 

Some of the most approved publicists, admitting 
the principle, qualify it with regard to the income 
of lands, which they say may be sequestered “to 
hinder the remittance of it to the enemy’s country.” 

But the same authority affirms, that a State at 
war “does not so much as touch the sums which 
it owes to the enemy, Everywhere, in case of a 
war, funds credited to the public, are exempt from 
confiscation and scizure.” ‘These expressions clear- 
ly exclude sequestration as well as confiscation. 

The former, no less than the latter, would be in- 
consistent with the declaration that a State at war 
does not so much as touch the sums which it owes 
to the enemy, and that funds credited to the public 
are exempt from seizure. And, on full inquiry, it 
is believed that the suggestion, thus understood, is 
founded in fact. 

Usage, then, however it may deviate in other 
particulars, in respect to public funds, concurs with 
principle in pronouncing, that they cannot rightfully 
be sequestered in time of war. 

The usages of war still savor too much of the 
ferocious maxims of the times when war was the 
chief occupation of man. Enlightened reason 
would never have pronounced, that the persons or 
property of foreigners, found in a country at the 
breaking out of a war between that country and 
their own, were liable to any of the rigors which 
a state of war authorizes against the persons and 
goods of an enemy. It would have decreed to 
them an inviolable sanctuary in the faith of those 
permissions and those laws, by which themsclves 
and their property had come under the jurisdiction 
where they were found. It would have rejected 
the treachery of converting the indulgences and 
even rights of a previous state of amity, into snares 
for innocent individuals. 

Happily, however, the practice of latter times has 
left several of those maxims little more than points 
of obsolete doctrine. They still retain their rank 
in theory; but usage has introduced so many 
qualifications, as nearly to destroy their operation. 

This appears from the acknowledgment of wri- 
ters, from the barrenness of modern history in ex- 
amples of the application of those doctrines, from 
the opinions known to be gencrally current in Eu- 
rope, and from a variety of articles which aro con-, 
stant formulas in treaties of the present century. 

The United States ure every way interested in 
the mitigation of the rigor of the ancient maxims 
of war. They cannot better demonstrate their 
wisdom, than by their moderation in this respect. 
Particularly interested in maintaining, in their 
greatest purity and energy, the principles of credit, 
they cannot too strictly adhere to all the relaxa- 
tions of those maxims which favor the rights of 
creditors. No temporary advantage can compen- 
sate for the evils of a different course of conduct. 
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pronounce whether credit would not be indi»pen- 
sable. Let him decide whether it would be prac- 
ticable, at all, to raise the necessary sum by taxes 
within the year, and let him judge what would be 
the degree of distress and oppression, which the 
attempt would oceasion to the community. Ie 
cannot but conclude, that war, without credit, 
would be more than a great calamity—would be 
ruin. 

But credit is not only one of the main pillars of 
the public safety ; it is among the principal engines 
of useful enterprise and internal improvement. As 
a substitute for capital, it is little less useful than 
gold or silver, in agriculture, in commerce, in the 
manufacturing and mechanie arts. 

The proof of this necds no labored deduction. 
It is matter of daily experience in the most fa- 
miliar pursuits. One man wishes to take up and 
cultivate a piece of land; he purchases upon eredit, 
and, in time, pays the purchase money out of the 
produce of the soil improved by his labor. Ano- 
ther sets up in trade; in the credit founded upon a 
fair character, he seeks, and often finds, the means 
of becoming, at length, a wealthy merchant. A 
third commences business as manufacturer or me- 
chanic, with skill, but without money. It is by 
credit, that he is enabled to procure the tools, the 
materials, and even the subsistence of which he 
stands in need, until his industry has supplied Lim 
with capital; aud, even then, he derives, from an 
established and increased credit, the means of ex- 
tending his undertakings. 

Among tho circumstances which recommend 
credit, and indicate its importance in the whole 
system of internal cxcrtion and amelioration, it is 
iinpossible to pass, unnoticed, its unquestionable 
tendency to moderate the rate of interest—a cir- 
cumstance of infinite value in all the operations of 
labor and industry. 

If the individual capital of this country has be- 
come more adequate to its exigencies than former- 
ly, it is because individuals have found new re- 
sources in the Public Credit—in the funds to which 
that has given value and activity. Let Publie Cre- 
dit be prostrated, arid the deficiency will be greater 
than before. Public and Private Credit are closely 
allied, if not inseparable. There is, perhaps, no 
example of the one being in a flourishing, where 
the other was in a bad, state. A shock to Public 
Credit, would, therefore, not only take away the 
additional means whieh it has furnished, but, by 
the derangements, disorders, distrusts, and false 
principles, which it would engender and dissemi- 
nate, would diminish the antecedent resources of 
Private Credit. 

The United States possess an immense mass of 
improvable matter; the development of it, con- 
tinually making, may be said to enlarge the field 
of improvement as it progresses; and, though the 
active capital of the country has, no doubt, con- 
siderably increased, it is probable that it docs not 
bear, at present, a much greater proportion to the 
objects of employment than it has done at any 
former period. Credit, upon this hypothesis, of 
every kind, is nearly as necessary to us now, as it 
ever was, But, at least, it may be affirmed, with 


Credit, public and private, is of the greatest 
consequence to every country. Of this, it might 
be emphatically called the invigorating principle. 
No well informed man can cast a retrospective 
eye over the progress of the United States, from 
their infancy to the present period, without being 
convineed that they owe, in a great degree, to the 
fostering influence of credit, their present mature 
growth. This credit has been of a mixed nature, 
mercantile and public, foreign and domestic. Cre- 
dit abroad was the trunk of our mercantile credit, 
from which issued ramifications that nourished all 
the parts of domestic Jabor and industry. The 
bills of credit emitted, from time to time, by the 
different local Governments, which passed current 
as money, co-operated with that resource. Their 
united force, quickening the energies and bringing 
into action the capacities for improvement of a new 
country, was highly instrumental in accelerating its 
growth. 

Credit, too, animated and supported by the gene- 
ral zeal, had a great share in accomplishing, with- 
out such violent expedients, as, generating universal 
distress, would have endangered the issue, that 
Revolution, of which we are so justly proud, and to 
which wo are so greatly indebted. 

Credit, likewise, may, no doubt, claim a princi- 
pal agency in that increase of national and indi- 
vidual welfare since the establishment of the pre- 
sent Government, which is so generally felt and 
acknowledged, though the ‘true causes of it are 
not as generally understood. It is the constant 
auxiliary of almost every public vperation; has 
been au indispensable one iu those measures by 
which our frontiers have beeu defended; and it 
would not be difficult to demonstrate, that, in a 
recent and delicate instance, has materially con- 
tributed to the safety of the State. 

There can be no time, no state of things, in 
which credit is not essential to a nation, especially 
as long as nations in general continue to use it as 
a resource in war. It is impossible for a country 
to contend, on equal terms, or to be secure, against 
the enterprises of other nations, without being able 
equally with them to avail itself of this important 
resource; and to a young country, with moderate 
pecuniary capital, and not a very various industry, 
it is still more necessary than to countries more A 
vanced in both. A truth not less weighty for being 
obvious and frequently noticed. 

Publie credit has been well defined to be, “a 
faculty to borrow, at pleasure, considerable sums 
on moderate terms; the art of distributing, over a 
succession of years, the extraordinary efforts, found 
indispensable in one; a mean of accelerating the 
prompt employment of all the abilities of a nation, 
and even of disposing of a part of the overplus of 
others.” 

This just and ingenious definition condenses to a 
point the principal arguments in favor of public 
credit, and displays its immense importance. 

Let any man consult the actual course of our 
pecuniary operations, and Jet him then say whe- 
ther credit be not eminently useful. Let him ima- 
gine the expense of a single campaign in a war 
with a great European Power; and lot him thon 
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absolute certainty, that, to a country go situated, i into licentiousness, produces a frightful complica- 
eredit is peculiarly useful and important. ‘tion of ils, and works its own destruction. 

If the United States observe, with delicate cau- It is wisdom, in every case, to cherish whatever 
tion, the maxims of credit, as well towards forcign- | is useful, and guard against its abuse. It will be 
ers as their own citizens, in connexion with the the truest policy of the United States, to give all 
general principles of an upright, stable, and system- | possible energy to Public Credit, by a firm adhe- 
atic administration, the strong attractions which! rence to its strictest maxims; and yet, to avoid 
they present to foreign capital will be likely tu in- | the ills of an excessive employment of it, by true 
sure them the command of as much as they may ' economy and system in the public expenditures ; 
want, in addition to their own, for every species of by steadily cultivating peace; and by using sin- 
internal amclioration. l cere, efficient, and persevering endeavors to di- 

Can it be doubted, that they would derive from i minish present debts, prevent the accuinulation of 
this, in a course of time, advantages incomparably ' new, and secure the discharge, within a rcason- 
greaier than any, however tempting, that could i able period, of such as it may be, at any tine, 
partially result from a disregard of those maxims, matter of necessity to contract. Tt will be wise to 
or from the exercise of a questionable right, which | cultivate and foster Private Credit, by an exem- 
should even appear to derogate from them? | plary observance of the principles of Public Credit, 

Credit is an entire thing. Every part of it has | and to guard against the misuse of the former, by 
the nicest sympathy with every other part; wound a speedy and vigorous administration of justice, 
one limb, and the whole tree shrinks and de-j and by taking away every temptation to run in 
cays. debt, founded in the hope of evading the just 

The security of each creditor is inscparable claims of creditors. 
from the security of all creditors. The boundary! As an honorable evidence of this disposition, and 
between foreigner and citizen would not be deemed ! with a view to quiet the alarms which have been 
a sufficient barricr against extending the precedent , excited, and to silence, forever, a question which 
of an invasion of the rights of the former to the’ can never be agitated without serious inconvenience, 
latter, The most judicious and cautious would be the Scerctary of the Treasury, in the last place, res- 
most apt to reason thus, and would only look for : pectfully submits ; 
stronger shades of apparcnt necessity or expedi-. That there be an express renunciation, by law, 
ency to govern the extension. And, in affairs of. of all pretension of right to tax the public funds, 
credit, the opinions of the judicious and cautious ; or to sequester, at any time, or on any pretext, the 
may be expected to prevail. Ifence the Govern- property which foreign citizens may hold therein. 
ment, by sequestering the property of forcign citi- | This will be particularly essential to the success 
zens in the public funds, at the commencement of | of the plan for converting the foreign into domestic 
a war, would impair, at Icast, if not destroy, that: debt; as the present contracts for the Amsterdam 
credit. which is the best resource in war. and Antwerp debt contain an equivalent stipula- 

Tt is in vain to altempt to disparage credit, by ; tion, and there is no prospect that the creditors 
objecting to its abuses. What is there not Jiable | would consent to a change, but upon the condition 
to abuse or misuse? The precious metals, those ! of a like stipulation. f 
great springs of labor and industry, are also the: In the commencement of this report, it was the 
ministers of extravagance, luxury, and corruption. | intention to submit some propositions for the im- 
Commerce, the nurse of agriculture and manufac- | provement of the several branches of the public 
tures, if overdriven, leads to bankruptcy and dis- | revenue; but it is deemed advisable to reserve this 
tress. A fertile soil, the principal source of hu ! part of the subject for a future communication. 
man comfort, not unfrequently begets indolence| All which is respectfully submitted. . 
and cffuninacy. Even liberty itself, degenerating | ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 

Secretary of the Treasury, 
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B.—The Government of France, in account current of principal with the United States, 


Dr. Epoch of September 3, 1794. 
Livres. 8 D. 
To balance due the United States at the close of the year 1793, exceeding the interest and in- 
stalments then due - - - - - - - - s - 2,109,974 18 2 
To payments made at the Treasury to May 15, viz: 
April? - - - - - - - $350 
May 15 - - - - - - - 20,000 


820,350, at 1815, 112,121 4 2 
To payments at the Treasury on May 20 and June 4, viz: 
May 20 - - - - - - - 622 81 
Junc4 - - - - - - 50.20 00 
—— 60,892 81,at 1815, 280,401 3 1 
To payments at the Treasury, from September 3 to October 30, 1794, at interest from Septem- 
ber 3, when the whole sum was subject to the order of the French Minister, $272,250, at 
1815 - - - - - - - - - : - - 1,500,000 0 0 


— 


4,002,497 5 5 


Cr. Epoch of September 3, 1794. 
By the eighth instalment, due on September 3, 1794, of the Loan of eighteen millions - 1,500,000 0 0 
By account of interest: for a balance of interest due on the 8d of September, on the remain- 
ing part of the Loan of eighteen millions - - - - - ~ - 803,406 411 
Balance due to the United States on September 3, 1794, arising from payments exceeding 
the interest and instalments demandable by France to that period - - z - 2,199,091 0 6 
4,002,497 5 5 
Dz. Epoch of November 4, 1794. 
To balance due to the United States on September 8, 1794, brought down - - - 2,199,091 0 6 


To payments at the Treasury, from November 4 to 13th, 1794, to be at interest from Novem- 
ber 4, when the whole sum was subject to the order of the French Mimster, $181,500, at 
1815 - - $ š - - - a à E i 


1,000,000 0 0 


3,199,091 0 6 


Cr. Epoch. of November 4, 1794. 
By the eighth instalment, due on November 4, 1794, of the Loan of ten millions - - 1,000,000 0 0 
By account of interest, for a balance of interest due on the 4th of November, on the remaining 
part of the Loan of ten millions - - - - - > - 102,751 16 0 
Balance due to the United States on November 4, 1794, arising from payments exceeding the 
interest and instalments then demandable by France - - - 3 - 2,098,339 4 6 
_ 8,199,091 0 6 
De. . Epoch of December 31, 1794. 
To balance duc to the United States on November 4, 1794, brought down - - - 2,096,339 4 6 
Cr. Epoch of December 31, 1794. 
By account of interest, for a balance of interest due on the 31st of December, on the remaining 
part of the Loan of six millions - : - - : $ oe - 284,379 16 8 
Balance due to the United States on December 31, 1794, arising from payments exceeding the 
interest and instalments demandable by France to that period - 5 > - 1,811,959 7 10 
2,096,339 4 6 
To balance due to the United States on December 31,1794, brought down - - - 1,811,959 710 
Da. Epoch of September 3, 1794. 


To interest on the balance due to the United States at the close of the year 1793, being 
2,109,974 livres, 18 sous, and 2 deniers, from January 1, 1794, to September 3 following, 1s 
eight months and two days, at 4.706 per cent. per annum, being an average of the interest 
payable on the French Loans, when obtained - $ - - - - 66,748 11 6 

To interest on 112,121 livres, 4 sous, 2 deniers, being payments at the Treasury to May 
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15, 1794—from May 15 to September 3, is three months and eighteen days, at 4.706 per Livres. $, D. 
cent per annum - - = - - - - - - - 1,582 18 5 
To interest on 280,401 livres, 3 sous, 1 denier, being payments at the Treasury on May 20 
and June 4, 1794—from June 4 to September 3 is two months and twenty-nine days, at 


4.706 per cent. per annum - - - - - - - - 8,262 5 2 
To account of principal for the balance of this account - - - - - - 803,406 411 
375,000 0 
Or. Epoch of September 8, 1794. 
By interest due on September 2, 1774, on 7,500,000, remaining of the Loan of 18,000,000, 
at 5 per cent. per annum, one year - - - = - - - - 875,000 0 0 
Dr. Epoch of November 4, 1794. 


To interest on the balance of principal due to the United States on September 3, 1794, being 
2,199,091 livres, 0 sous, 6 deniers, from 3d September to November 4, 1794, is two months, 
at 4.706 per cent. per annum - - = - - - - - 17,248 4 0 

To account of principal for balance of this account - - - - - 102,751 16 0 


120,000 0 0 


Ca. ; Epoch of November 4, 1794. 
By interest due on November 4, 1794, on 3,000,000, remaining to that period, of the Loan of 

10,000,000, at 4 per cent per annum - - - - - - - 120,000 0 0 
Dr. Epoch of December 31, 1794. 


To interest on the balance of principal due to the United States on November 4, 1794, being 
2,096,389 livres, 4 sous, 6 deniers, from November 4 to December 31, 1794, is one month 


and twenty-seven days, at 4.706 per cent per annum - - - - 15,620 3 8 
To account of principal for balance of this account - - - - - - 284,379 16 0 
300,000 0 0 

Cr, Epoch of December 31, 1794. 


By interest due on December 31, 1794, on the Loan of 6,000,000, at 5 per cent. per annum - 300,000 0 0 
—————— 


RESULT ON JANUARY 1, 1795. 


Lhe Government of France in account current with the United States, on January 1, 1795. 
Dr. 
To balance due to the United States on January 1, 179%, arising from payments exceeding the Livres, $S. D. 


interest and instalments demandable by France to that period - = - - 1,811,959 7 10 
Balance due to the French Government on Ist January, 1795, exclusive of interest on Loans, 


per credit -  . - - - - - - - - -12,188,040 12 2 


Cr. 


By four instalments of 1,500,000 livres each, on the Loan of 18,000,000, which will be due on 
the 2d of September, in the years 1796, 1797, and 1798, bearing interest from September 
3, 1794, at 5 per cent per annum - . * - > - - - 6,000,000 0 0 

By two instalments of 1,000,000 livres each, on the Loan of 10,000,000, which will be due on 
the 4th of November, in the years 1795, and 1796, bearing interest from the 4th of Novem- 
ber, 1794, at 4 per cent. per amum - - - - - - - - 2,000000 0 0 

By six instalments, of 1,000,000 livres each, on the Loan of 6,000,000, which will be due in the 
years 1797, 1798, 1799, 1800, 1801, and 1802, bearing interest from January 1, 1795, at 5 
per.cent per annum - - - . - - - x - - 6,000,000 0 0 


14,000,000 0 90 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, Jr, Comptroller. 


Comprrouter’s Orrice, January 6, 1795. 
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C & D—Continued. 


Statement of one year’s interest on the Foreign Loans effected on account of the United States, as 
due on the 81st of December, 1794. 
Guilders. Dolls. Cts. 


20,500,000 guilders, amount of five per cent. Loans effected at Amsterdam - 1,025,000 


2,050,000 guilders, amount of four and a half per cent. Loan effected at Ant- 
werp - - > z - 92,250 


p r - - 
7,950,000 guilders, amount of four per cent. Loans effected at Amsterdam - 318,000 


30,500,000 amount at interest. . 
467,500 guilders, amount of premiums and gratifications to be paid on a Loan 


of 2,000,000 guilders. 


30,967,500 guilders, amount to be paid for Loans effected at Amsterdam and 


Antwerp. 

Amount of one year’s interest on the Dutch and Antwerp Loans - 1,435,250 

Which, at £0 cents per guilder, is - - - - - 574,100 00 
Livres, s. d. 

12,188,040 12 2 balance due to the French Government, a 4.706 per cent. per annum, 

being an average of interest payable on the French Loan when 

obtained - - - - - Livres, 573,569 3 9 
Which, at 18.15 cents per livre, is - - - - - - 104,102 80 


Amount of one year’s interest on the foreign Loans, as due on the 31st of Dec., 1794 — $678,102 80 


Statement of Interest payable on the Domestic Debt. 


Ist. Interest payable by the existing contracts on the Debt, as it stood on the last day of 
December, 1794: 


On six per cent stock - - $29,046,730 62 
On the original capital of the 
debt to foreign officers - 186,988 23 


—— $29,233,718 83, a 6 per ct. $1,754,023 13 
On three per cent. stock - 19,484,840 68 
On the interest of the capital 
due to foreign officers to De- 


cember 31, 1790 - - 22,438 58 
19,507,279 26, a 3 per ct. 585,218 37 


On the unfunded Debt, per 
statement - - - 1,184,323 40 


From which deduct indents 
of interest, which bear no 


interest - = - 83,805 00 
Unfunded Debt bearing interest - - 1,100,518 40, a 6 per ct. 66,031 10 

Total of interest payable annually, by the contract existing at the close 

of the year 1794 - - - - - - - - $2,405,272 60 
2d. Interest payable after the year 1800, on the principles of the contract existing at the 
end of 1794: 

On the deferred stock existing at the end of 

1794, being s K - $14,523,365 45, a 6 por ct. $871,401 92 


On the six per cent. stock, as stated above - 29,233,718 85, æ 6 per ct. 1,754,023 13 
On the three per cent. stock, as stated above 19,507,279 26, æ 3 per ct. 585,218 37 
On the unfunded Debt, as stated above - 1,100,518 40, æ 6 per ct. 66,031 10 


‘otal of interest which would be payable after the year 1800, on the whole Domestic 
Debt, on the principles of the existing contract, at the end of 1794 - - -$3,276,674 52 


3d. Interest which would be payable if the whole Domestic Debt was subscribed to the 


Loan: 
On six per cent. stock - - - $29,967,397 80, æ 6 per ct. $1,798,043 86 


On three per cent, stock -~ - - 19,967,936 00, æ 3 per ct. 599,038 08 
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Annual interest till the close of the year 1800 - - - - - - 2,897,081 94 
Interest on'Deferred Debt, which becomes 
six per cent stock after the year 1800 $14,890,204 90, æ 6 per ct. - - 893,412 29 


Total interest which would be payable annually, after the year 1800, if the whole Debt 
was subscribed - z - k = Š z : $3,290,494 38 


E. 
View of Sinking Fund, according to plan proposed in the Report. 


Present annual amount of Sinking Fund, supposing the investment of the residue of the surplus of reve- 
nue to the end of 1790, and of the arrears of interest on the debt to foreign officers, in the purchase 
of six per cent. stock, at par, and exonerating the fund from the charge to which it is subject by the 
last section of the act making provision for the reduction of the Public Debt, viz: 


Interest for a year on stock actually purchased and redeemed, to the last of December, 1794, and carried 


to the credit of the fund - - - - - è - $ - $68,225 55 
Interest for a year on the principal and arrears of intcrest, to the end of 1790, on the debt 

to foreign officers - - - - - - - - - 11,892 44 
Interest for a year on subsequent arrears of interest, not included in the above - s 1,547 05 
Interest for a year on $411,659 49, being the unexpended balance of surplus to the end 

of 1790 - - ; - - - - - - - - 94,699 56 


a, 


à . , $106,364 60 
Interest for a year on the Loan Office certificates, bearing interest on the nominal princi- | 


pal which (those certificates being paid off as proposed) would accrue to this fund - 1,911 00 
Add this sum, to bo appropriated out of the revenue from imports and tonnage, for the 

redemption of stock, bearing a present interest of six per cent. according to the fifth 

proposition in the report - - - - - E - - 408,134 64 
The amount of two per cent. on $25,820,512 20, being the amount of stock unredeemed, 

bearing a present interest of six per cent. exclusive of State balances - - - $516,410 24 


—— = 


Dividends on Bank stock, deducting interest on such instalments of the Loan of the Bank 


as had not accrued in the year 1794 - - - ~ - - - $62,500 00 
Sum to be paid in addition thereto, on the 1st of January, 1796, out of the revenues from 
imports and tonnage, for reimbursement of the 4th instalment of the above Loan - 137,500 00 


Amount of annual instalments of $2,000,000 had of the Bank of the United States, pursu- 
ant to the 11th section of the act of incorporation - - - - - $200,000 00 


The surplus of the dividends on Bank stock will increase cach year $12,000; the interest, liberated 
by payment of cach annual instalment of principal, and the sum to be paid out of the revenue, will an- 
nually decrease in the same ratio. 

Tt will be, after the first year— 


On the Ist of January, 1797 - - - - $125,500 
On the 1st of January, 1798 - - - - 113,500 
On the 1st of January, 1799 - - - - 101,500 * 
On the 1st of January, 1800 - - - - 89,500 
On the Ist of January, 1801 - á - - 77,500 
On the 1st of January, 1802 - = - - 65,500 


The yearly average of the sums successively payable out of the revenue from imports and 

tonnage, towards reimbursing the two million Loan, willbe - = - - $101,500 00 
And the whole Loan being discharged on the Ist of January, 1803, the annual dividend 

on Bank stock will be liberated from the future payment of interest on the Loan, and 

will thenceforth yield to the Sinking Fund an annuity liable to the redemption of the 

deferred stock - - - - - - - s - - 152,500 00 
Two per centum of $12,478,837 93, the amount of unredeemed stock, which on the 1st of 

January, 1801, will bear interest at six per ceptum per annum, exclusive of State ba- 

lances, and which will be payable on the Ist of January, 1802, is = - - 249,576 75 
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Yearly interest, which, on the Ist of January, 1801, will begin to accrue to the Sinking 
Vand, ia the deferred stock standing to its credit, is $52,319 97. Further sum neces- 
sary for payment of the above two per centum - - - = - 197,256 78 


$249,576 78 


This sum of $197,256 78 will, in the years 1802, 1803, be payable out of the revenues from imports 
and tonnage, But the yearly dividends on Bank stock, free from charge after the 1st of January, 


1803, being P B - - - - - - = - $152,500 00 
The sum thenceforth payable out of the revenues from imports and tonnage, for pay- 

ment of said two per centum, will be - - - - - - - 44,756 78 
Which, together with the yearly interest on deferred stock, being - - - 52,319 97 
Is equal to the amount of redeeming annuity of deferred stock, being -~ - - $219,576 75 


Hence the permanent appropriations out of the revenue from imports and tonnage, for the re- 
demption of the whole of the unredeemed funded stock, which now bears, and hereafter will bear, an 
interest of six per centum per annum, exclusive of the stock standing to the eredit of certain States. 
pursuant to the report of the Commissioners, is 

For that bearing a present interest = - - - - - - $408,134 64 
For that bearing a future interest  - - - - - - 44,756 78 


Total annual extra appropriation to Sinking Fund, out of the revenues, exclusive of 
Bank dividends - - - - ~ 7 z : - $452,891 42 


The whole of the stock bearing a present rate of interest, will, by this fund, be re- 
deemed in something less than twenty-three years, and the interest then set free, to 


wit, in the year 1818, will be - - - - - - - $1,631,259 72 
To which add the further appropriation towards principal, as above - - - 408,134 64 


$2,039,394 36 


This annuity, applied to payments or purchases of the Foreign Debt, on a calculation of five per 
cent, interest, would, by the Ist of January, 1824, extinguish that Debt, and yield a 
surplus of - - - - - - - - - - $122,502 29 
The whole of the stock bearing a future interest of six per cent., will, by the fund to be applied to it 
as above, be also redeemed in something less than twenty-three years from the time of com- 
mencing the redemption, that is, by the year 1824, and the interest then set free on that stock, 


willbe - - - - - - - - - - - $801,050 24 
The sum appropriated towards the redemption, then also set free, is 4 - ~ 197,256 78 
To which, add the sum liberated by the redemption of the present six per cent. stock - 2,039,394 36 
And the interest on $13,745,379 35, being the amount of the Foreign Debt extinguished 

as above - - - - - - - - - - 638,480 58 

There will, therefore, be an annuity of - - - - - - $3,676,181 96 
Thus will the whole of the Foreign Debt be extinguished by the year 1824, and the Sinking Fund will 

then possess an annuity of - - - - - - - $3,676,181 96 
And a sum, in gross, of - - - - - - - - - 122,502 29 

Together - - - - - - - - $3,798,684 25 


a ra 


Which, in two years, would more than pay off the whole of the balances to creditor States, and the 
whole of the unfunded Debt, if not sooner discharged. 

So that, supposing the proceeds of the Western lands to be sufficient, by the same time, to redeem 
the three per cent. stock, the whole of the present Debt of the United States, foreign and do- 
inestic, funded and unfunded, may be redeemed by the operation of the provision proposed by the 
fifth proposition, by the year 1826; and thore would revert to the United States a yearly revenue of 


$4,435,320 89. 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, January 17, 1795. 


Notz.—The calculations in this statement would require, to assure their perfect accuracy, a revision, 
but it is certain, that auy errors it may contain, will be too inconsiderable to affect any important 
result. 
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F.— Comparative view of annual current Revenue and Expenditure, 


CURRENT REVENUE, 
Permanent re- 
venue. 


Nett duties on imports and tonnage, as appertained 1793 per account 
of receipts and expenditures for that year - - $6,087,546 26 
Add product of additional duties on imports laid by the 
acts of the 5th and 7th of June, 1794, computed on the 
importations of 1793 - - - - - 1,091,872 32 
——_——_——. $7,179,418 58 
Dednet for extra drawbacks, which would become pay- 
able after the year 1793, in consequence of extra im- 
portations of certain articles in that year, which were 
re-cxported = - - - - - - 1,500,000 00 
Deduct amount of temporary duties on imports - - 1,479,626 91 


2,979,626 91 


Permanent duties on imports and tonnage - - 4,199,791 67 


Duties on spirits distilled within the United States, and upon stills - 400,000 00 
Nett duties on postage of letters, as ascertained in 1793, - - 29,722 16` 
Patent fees, as they accrued in the same year —- - - - 660 00 
Dividends of Bank stock beyond the interest payable to 
Bank in 1793 - a - - - - 38,500 00 
Add interest of two instalments, which, being paid off, 
will increase the dividend - - - - 24,000 00 
62,500 00 
Total permanent revenue - - - - - - $4,692,678 83 
Temporary re- 
venue. 
Duties on imports, as stated above = - $1,479,626 91 


Estimated product of duties on snuff manufactured, and sugar refined 
within the United States, carriages for the conveyance of persons, 


licenses for selling wines and spirits at retail, sales af auction - - 380,000 00 
Total temporary revenue - - - - - - - 1,859,626 9i 
Total annual current revenue - - - - - - $6,552,300 74 


CURRENT EXPENDITURE. 


Interest on Foreign Debt as stated - - - $678,102 80 
Deduct interest on instalments of Foreign Debt for 
1795, to be paid out of the proceeds of Foreign Loans 39,622 22 
638,480 58 
Interest on funded Domestic Debt - - - - - 2,339,241 50 
Interest on unsubseribed Debt, computed according to contract - - 66,031,10 
$3,043,753 18 
Interest on temporary Loans, for anticipating the revenue - - 100,000 00 
Expenses of the Civil Department, including foreign intercourse - - 475,249 53 
Expenses of the Military Department - - - 1,311,975 29 
Including pensions to invalids -~ - - - 85,357 04 
1,397,332 33 
Expenses of the Naval Department for a year - - - - 411,508 80 
Expenses of light-houses and other establishments for the benefit of 
navigation - - - - - - - - 24,000 00 
5,481,843 84 
Excess of revenue beyond the expenditure - - - ~ - - 1,070,456 90 


$6,552,300 74 


ALEXANDER HAMILTON, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, January 17, 1795. 
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SUPPLEMENT To STATEMENT F. 


View of the probable produce of the additional duties on imports laid by the act of June 7, 1794. 


a 


‘Articles on which duties are laid by | Amount imported | Amount imported Rates. Amount of duties calculated on im- 
the act of June 7, 1794. in 1792. in portation of tho two years. 
1792. 1793. 

Coffee, pounds - - - 8,566,441 34,458,178] At 1 cent | $85,664 41 | $344,581 78 

Cocoa, pounds - - - 520,169 1,455,408 | At 2 cents} 10,403 38 29,108 16 

Refined sugar - - - 225,680 400,000! At 5 cents| 11,284 00 20,000 00 

Clayed sugar - - - 91,237 8,739,775 | At 1 cent 912 37 37,397 75 
Miscellany, being smaller 

cnumerated articles - - |—_———— Various 81,424 18 31,424 18 
Articles to which 5 per cent. 

is added, value - - - | $4,832,118 51 | $4,832,118 51) 5 per cent. 241,605 92 241,605 92 
Articles to which 24 per cent. 

is added, value - - - | 15,510,183 81 ]15,510,183 81 |24 per cent. 387,754 59 $87,754 59 

$769,048 85 ($1,091,872 32 

| eh 


S rs ns 

Difference between 1792 and 1793, is $322,833 47, which may be justly considered as an extra im- 
portation, depending on peculiar and known circumstances of the war in Europe, and which, in all 
probability, will be wholly drawn back on exportation. 

The proceeds of these duties may therefore be thus stated : 

Amount computed on the importation of 1792 - - - - $769,048 85 


Deduct for usual drawbacks on exportation and expenses of collection, 10 per cent. - 76,904 88 
Probable nett annual product of additional duties = - - - - - $692,143 97 


[ It is to be observed, however, that the considerable additions made upon the miscellaneous arti- 
cles, and upon refined sugar, will probably have prohibitory effect, and that the items relative to them 
cannot be much counted upon. 

A. H. 


Result, in the year 1796, according to fifth proposition. 


Surplus of.revenuc brought forward - - - - - - $1,070,456 90 


Increased interest on Forcign Debt - - - - - $67,291 89 
Tuterest on new emission - - - - - - 4,528 70 
Ten per cent. of arrears of unfunded interest, including indents - 48,309 53 
Yearly instalment on account of $1,000,000 Loan for foreign inter- 

course - - - - - - - - 200,000 00 


Appropriations for Sinking Fund, viz: 


Dividends of Bank stock - - - - - $62,500 00 
Sum payable out of imports and tonnage for redemption 

of six per cent. stock - - - - - 403,134 64 
Sum payable on the Ist of January, 1796, towards reimburs- 

ing of Bank Loan - - - - - - 137,500 00 


——— 609,134 64 
—-— 928,264 76 


= 5 - $142,192 14 


a 


Balance, being excess of revenue beyond expenditure - 


It appears by statement E, that these extra appropriations will, in the progress of the operation, be 
reduced; and that, including a provision for the redemption of the deferred Debt, the permanent 
charge on the revenue (exclusive of Bank dividends) for the Sinking Fund, will be no more than 


$452,891 42. A. H. 


1891 
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IMPROVEMENT OF TIIE REVENUE, 
{Communicated to the House of Representatives, Fe- 
bruary 2, 1795.] 


The Sucretary or THE Treasury respectfully makes the 
following report to the House of Representatives: 


According to the present Jaws, imposing duties 
on articles imported into the United States, not 
much short of one-third of the whole amount of 
the duties is derived from articles rated ad va- 
lorem. 

Jn other nations, where this branch of revenue, 
as with us, is of principal or very consider- 
able consequence, and where no peculiarity of situ- 
ation has tended to keep the rates of duty low, cx- 
perience has led to contract more and more the 
number of articles rated ad valorem, and of course 
to extend the number of those rated specifically, 
that is, according to weight, measure, or other 
rule of quantity. 

The reason of this is obvious. It is to guard 
against cvasions which infallibly happen, in a 
greater or less degree, where duties are high. It 
is impossible for the merchants of any country to 
have manifested more probity than those of the 
United States, on this subject; and it is firmly 
believed, that there never was one in which illicit 
practices, to the disadvantage of the revenue, have 
obtained so little as hitherto in this; yet, it would 
be a delusive expectation, that, with duties so con- 
siderable as those which now exist, a disposition 
will not be experienced, in some individuals who 
carry on our import trade, to evade the payment 
of them, and this to an extent sufficient to make 
it prudent to guard with circumspection, and by 
every reasonable precaution against the succcss 
of such attempts. It is needless to repeat, that 
this will contribute as much to the interest of the 
fair trader as to that of the revenue. 

Tt is believed that, in our system, the method of 
rating ad valorem could, with convenience, be 
brought within a much narrower compass; and 
it is evident that, to do so, will contribute materi- 
ally to the security of the revenue. 

The Secretary has not hitherto had leisure to 
digest the details of a plan for this purpose; but, 
if the idea is approved, it can be carricd with duc 
accuracy into effect, at a future session, by an or- 
der upon the IIead of this Department to prepare, 
in the mean time, a tarif proportioned to the ac- 
tual rates of duty. 

Tt may also be found expedient, with a similar 
view, to adjust anew the proportional rates of 
duty, of different kinds or qualities, of certain ar- 
ticles. This observation is believed to apply, with 
particular force, to teas, It would be, in the opin- 
ion of the Secretary, advisable to throw them into 
three classes; to raise somewhat the lowest rate, 
and to diminish considerably the higher rates. A 
persuasion is entertained, founded partly upon ob- 
servation of the course of importations, that a re- 
gulation of this kind would bencfit the revenne. 
The same thing might be conveniently extended 
to some other articles. 


Advantages will also accrue from a readjust- 
ment of the rates, in certain cases, by combining 
several rates on the same articles, cstablished by 
different acts into one rate, and by dismissing in- 
convenient fractions, which serve to perplex the 
calculation of the duties. Some alteration in the 
terms of credit for duties may, it is conceived, be 
made with advantage. Where four months are 
allowed, three and six months may be substituted ; 
and three, six, nine, and twelve, or even three, six, 
nine, twelve, and fifteen, to the cases of six, nine, 
and twelve months, ‘This will apportion the 
course of receipts more according to the course of 
payments, and prevent inconvenient pressures at 
particular junctures, 

The compensations to inspectors, especially in 
the ports where the expense of living 1s great, 
and to collectors and surveyors in the less produc- 
tive ports, urgently demand revision, in order to 
an increase of them. 

The security of the revenue, in every branch, 
turns (it will not be too strong to say) principally 
upon the officers of the lowest grade. Hence, it is 
a policy no less mistaken than common, to lcave 
those officers without such compensations as wili 
admit of a proper selection of character, and to 
prevent the temptation, from indigence, to abuse 
the trust. It is certain that, in many places, the 
present allowance to inspectors, on the most liberal 
application of it, is inadequate to those important 
ends. 

A similar reasoning will apply to those officers 
of the principal grades, who, being in districts 
which produce little, are ill compensated by the 
emoluments to which they are at present entitled. 
It cannot escape, that the safety of the revenue 
must depend on equal fidelity and due vigilance 
in all the districts; else it may become in many 
cases, worth the while to resort to particular dis- 
tricts, because there is a deficiency of the one or 
the other. Besides, that it is in itsclf just and 
proper, that all who arc in the public service 
should receive adequate rewards for their time, 
attention, and trouble. 

The aggregate expense of collecting the duties 
on impost and tonnage, is at present truly mode- 
rale—a circumstance which facilitates the exten- 
sion of allowances where they are necessary. The 
system of the revenue culters needs revision. The 
utility of every institution depends on the compe- 
tency of the agents who are to execute it. The 
present compensations to officers and men, com- 
pared with what may be obtained in other similar 
employment, unaided by collateral motives, creates 
a degree of embarrassment which very much 
impairs the uscfulness of the thing. It would 
have been, in the judgment of the Secretary, a 
great mean of rendering it competent to its object, 
if, as was early suggested by him, the officers of 
the customs had had rank in the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States. 

With regard to that branch of revenue which 
is constituted by the duties upon spirits distilled 
within the United States, and upon stills, it is be- 
lieved that it would be an improvement, and one 
which could be now made without inconveni- 
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ence, to abolish the option to pay by the gallon, of | the license duty ; but it would seem proper to an- 
the spirits distilled, in the cases where the duties ; nex these conditions to the exemption, that they 
are charged on the stills. This will leave the alter- | shall nol sell and send ont a less quantity, in one 
native of paying by the year, or for less periods, | cask, vessel, or package, than ten gallons; and that 
upon licenses, at the choice of the party; an alter- | they shall not deal in the selling at retail of any 
native which affords sufficient accommodation to | other spirits than those they themselves distil. 

the difference of circumstances. ‘Lhe optionto pay | Or, another rule may be adopted, for proportion- 
by the gallon, of the spirits distilled, according to | ing the tax to the extent of the dealing ; which is, 
an account to be rendered on the oath of the party, ; to add to the present rate of the license certain 
though expedient in the first experiment of the law, 


supplemental rates, according to the yearly reut or 
is objectionable, as a permanent regulation, in a) yearly valuc, by appraisement, of the house or build- 
double view. 


ing in which the retailers of wines or spirituous 

The additional discretionary latitude given to ; liquors shall carry on the business. 
compensations to the officers concerned in the col- This has been found, in practice, a convenient, 
lection of those duties, is restricted to a term! and, upon the whole; an equitable rule of propor- 
which will expire at the end of the next session | tion; evidently more so than one license with the 
of Congress, It will be essential to extend it, or | same duty to all dealers indiscriminately. 
to fix the compensations which shall have been It is a general and a wise national policy, to 
allowed. It is believed that further experience | make these articles of wine and spirits as contri- 
will still be useful towards a definite Legislative | butory to the revenue as they can be made; which 
adjustment. can only be effected by subdividing the duties 

Embarragsments are experienced from the want | upon them in the different stages of their passage 
of a concurrent authority in these officers, similar | to the consumer, The branch under considera- 
to that of the officers of the customs, to make sci- | tion might be an important onc. As it is now re- 
zures within each other's surveys and divisions. | gulated, it is feared that it may prove of inconsi- 
On the borders of such as are adjacent, the officers | derable consequence. The confining of the li- 
are exposed to hazard in making seizures, and | censes for selling spirituous liquors to forcign spi- 
better opportunitics are afforded of escaping de- | rits, must give great facility to cvasions. And it 
tection. has an unequal operation upon different portions of 

The revenue to result from the act of the last | the community. 
session, laying duties upon licenses to retailers of | Tt would promote the object of the act, which 
wines and distilled spirits, may be improved, fa- | imposes duties on sales at auction, to allow two- 
vorably to proportional equality, by changing the | and-a half per centum to each auctioneer, in lieu 
form. | of the one per centum allowed by the ninth sec- 
Oue license, for selling one or more kinds i of that act. It is believed that the present 


wines, puts the greatest and the smallest dealer | allowance is insufficient to defray the expense of 
upon the same footing, and is so far inequitable. | clerkship incident to a compliance with the requi- 
To class wines into a few obvious and strougly | sitions of the law, which cannot be rendered less 
marked discriminations, and to render a license ne- | particular or exact without prejudice to the re 
eessary fur each class, with a duty upon each li- j venue. 
ceuse, would favor a just distribution of the tax The tax upon snuff, according to a rate per 
among great and small dealers, and would, at the | pound, will be liable to very great evasions, with- 
same time, benefit the revenue. The classes may | out regulations for a close inspection of the course 
be as follows: lst. Madcira wine. 2d. Sherry | of the business. Dispensing with these, it seems 
wine. 3d. Port wine. 4th, Other wines. advisable to modify the tux upon a different plan. 

To secure the effect of the discrimination in fa- , The proposition to lay it upon the mortar is as 
vor of small dealers, who may be in the practice | good a substitute as has occurred. Il appears, 
of selling and sending out different kinds of wines ! upon evidence which is credited, that a snulf mill 
in small quantities, it may be provided that not | usually works about onc half the year; that is, 
more than one license shall be necessary to any | one hundred and fifty-six working days in a year, 
dealer, who never sells or sends out at any one jand yiclds, per mortar, of the whole number of 
time more than three gallons. And suitable penal- | mortars contained in a mill, an average of forty- 
tics may be annexed to guard the condition of the | five pounds of snuff per day. It follows, that five 
exemption. hundred and sixty-one dollars and sixty-six cents 

Similar observations are applicable to licenses to per mortar, per annum, is the equivalent of the 
retailers of spirituous liquors, These may be | present duty of eight cents per pound. ‘There are 
thrown into three classes: Ist. Spirits distilled | objections io this form of the tax; but, as it ap- 
from the grape, commonly called brandy. 2d. j pears to be generally desired by the manufacturers, 
Spirits distilled from the produce of the sugar cane, | it seems advisable to forego them; especially as 
commonly called ram. 3d. Other distilled spirits; | the present plan demands far more rigorous pre- 
and there may be a like provision in favor of denl- | cautions for the effectual collection of the duty 
ers who never sell or send out more than three gal- | than now exist, or than would be deemed cx- 
lons at one time. pedient. 

Distillers may be put, in this respect, as to the} A similar difficulty attends the tax upon refined 
spirits they distil, upon the same fooling with | sugar; bnt a proper substitute for the present 
importers; that is, they may be exempt from! plan is not perceived. It will fortify tle revenue, 
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and produce no undue inconvenience to the ma- 
nufacturer, if he be requircd to annex a ticket or 
tickets to each loaf of sugar, specifying the weight 
in pounds; and to each cask, barrel, keg, box, or 
other package of refined sugar, specifying the con- 
tents and weight in pounds, corresponding certifi- 
cates or tickets to accompany imported refined 
sugar. The kinds of tickets to be furnished by the 
respective supervisors, and accounted to for them. 
The observance of this regulation to be secured by 
proper penalties. 

The act which lays a duty on carriages for the 
conveyance of persons, exempts from the duty car- 
riages usually and chiefly employed in husbandry, 
and in carrying commodities. It is a material 
defect in this act, as has been already experienced, 
that it provides no summary mode for determining 
what carriages are within the exempting descrip- 
tion. Now, every disputed case must be the sub- 
ject of a suit in all the legal forms, which is equally 
objectionable on the score of delay and expense. 
It is not perceived that any insurmountable diffi- 
culty lies in the way of providing a remedy consis- 
tently with a due deference, in the last resort, to 
the Judiciary authority. 

In revenue laws, too much is as great a fault as 
too little simplicity. It leaves them unprovisional— 
incapable of execution in a manner convenient 
either to the public or to individuals. The acts 
imposing duties on licenses for selling wines and 
spirituous liquors at retail, and upon sales at auc- 
tion, authorize allowances not exceeding two-and- 
a-half per cent. for compensation to officers, and 
for incidental expenses, he acts laying duties 
upon carriages for the conveyance of persons, and 
upon snuff and refined sugar, make no provision 
for such compensations, or other expenses of collec- 
tion. Itis the opinion of the Secretary that the 
rate of two-and-a-half per cent. in the two first- 
mentioned acts is inadequate—that it ought to be 
extended to five per cent., and that an equal pro- 
vision should be made for the expense of collection 
under the two last-mentioned acts. 

The restrictions upon officers of the customs, 
and upon the supervisors and other officers of 
inspection, with regard to the Public Funds, appear 
to the Secretary unnecessary and inconvenient— 
unnecessary, because those officers, haying no con- 
cern whatever with any branch of public business 
that respects the management of the funds, can 
have no official influence upon the policy or exc- 
cution of the measures which regard them, further 
than by a punctual collection of the revenues— 
inconvenient, because it deprives them of a mean 
of investing any little sums they may save or ac- 
quire, in a mode very convenient to men who, from 
situation, are less liable to avail themselves of other 
opportunities. If the heing stockholders can have 
any influence upon them as officers, it must be of 
a kind favorable to the public service, by increas- 
ing their personal interest in the exact ‘collection 
of the revenue. If the idea which dictated the 
restrictions was, that they might usc the public 
money in speculations in stock, the answer is, that 
this is not in their power, from the rapidity with 
which it is transferred to the Treasury: and if it 


were practicable for them to divert the public 
money, aud a disposition to do it should ia any 
case exist, it might operate through other chan- 
nels. In lieu of the restrictions concerning tho 
funds, the employment of public money for private 
purposes may, if thought necessary, be still further 
guarded against by penalties. ‘hose restrictions 
in reference to the immediate officers of the Trea- 
sury Department and the Commissioners of Loans 
are entirely proper, and ought to be maintained; 
but it is believed that it is not only uscless, but in- 
jurious, to give them greater extension. The mul- 
tiplication of restrictions on the public ofliccrs will 
render greater compensations necessary, and be a 
source of expense to the public, 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
ALEXANDER ITAMTLTON, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Treasory DEPARTMENT, January 31, 1795. 


Norr.—Since the conclusion of this Report, the 
Secretary has learnt that a bill (the progress of 
which his peculiar situation had prevented his ob- 
serving) has actually passed the two Houses, for 
changing the terms of six, ninc, and twelve months, 
into eight, ten, and twelve. ‘his bill, besides in- 
terfering disadvantageously with arrangements of 
the Treasury, founded upon the existing provisions 
of the laws, will, it is apprchended, tend to increase 
an inconvenience which the above suggestions are 
meant to lessen—the too great concentration of 
mercantile payments. Any accidental derange- 
ment of the mercantile body from overtrading or 
other cause would, in this situation, endanger 
consequences to the Treasury which it might be 
difficult to meet by other expedients; whereas, a 
subdivision into shorter and more numerous peri- 
ods, by diminishing the effect, would admit, in 
such cases, of an casy substitute. The merchants 
themselves are particularly interested in this qucs- 
tion; for the reaction upon them of any cmbar- 
rassment of the Treasury might render that a 
general and lasting mischief which might other- 
wisc have been only a partial and transient dis- 
order. 


THE NATIONAL DEFENCE. 


Department oF War, December 10, 1794. 


Sin: In obedience to the orders of the President 
of the United States, I have the honor to submit to 
the House of Representatives a statement of such 
difficulties and inconveniences as have occurred 
in the execution of the act, entitled “An act more 
effectually to provide for the national defence by 
establishing an uniform militia throughout the 
United States.” 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, 

H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 

The Sreakur of the House of Reps. of the U. 8. 


The Secretary or W ar, in obedience to the orders of 
the President of the United States, respectfully sub- 
mila the following statement of such difficulties and 
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inconveniences as have occurred in the execution 
of the act, entitled “ An act more effectually to pro- 
vide for the national defenee by establishing an uni- 
form militia throughout the United States.” 


That a difficulty of primary importance appears 
to oppose the execution of the first section of the 
before-recited act. The militia are requested to 
arm and equip themselves at their own expense, 
but there is no penalty to enforce the injunction of 
the law. 


The subscriber is informed that several States 
have passed auxiliary laws to the act of Congress. 
The laws of the following States upon this sub- 
ject are in his possession, to wit: Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and North 
Carolina. 

The penalties by these for non-equipment and 
armament appear to be according to the following 
extracts : 


Massachusetts—passed June 22, 1798. 


“And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, ‘That every non-commissioned officer or 
private of the infantry who shall neglect to keep 
himself armed and equipped as aforesaid, or who 
shall on a muster-day, or at any other time of ex- 
amination, be destitute of, or appear unprovided 
with the arms and equipments herein directed, 
(except as before excepted,) shall pay a fine not 
excceding twenty shillings, in proportion to the 
articles of which he shall be deficient, at the dis- 
cretion of the Justice of the Peace before whom 
trial shall be had. And all parents, masters, and 
guardians, shall furnish those of the said militia 
who shall be under thcir carc and command, with 
the arms and equipments before-mentioned, under 
the like penaltics for any neglect. And whenever 
the Selectmen of any town shall judge any inha- 
bitant thereof belonging to the militia unable to arm 
and equip himself in manner as aforesaid, they 
shall, at the expense of the town, provide for and 
furnish such inhabitant with the aforesaid arms 
and cquipments, which shall remain the properly 
of the town al the expense of which they shall be 
provided. And if any soldier shall embezzle or 
destroy the arms and equipments with which he 
shall be furnished, he shall, upon conviction before 
some Justice of the Peace, be adjudged to replace 
the article or articles which shall by him be so 
embezzled or destroyed, and to pay the cost from 
the process arising against him. And if he shall 
not perform the same within fourteen days after 
such adjudication, it shall be in the power of the 
Selectmen of the town to which he shall belong, to 
bind him out to service or labor for such term or 
time as shall, in the discretion of the said Justice, 
be sufficient to procure a sum of money equal to 
the value of the article or articles so embezzled or 
destroyed, and pay cost arising as aforesaid.” 


New Jersey—passed June 5, 1793. 


“And if any such militiaman shall appear, 
when called out to exercise or into service, with- 
out a musket or rifle, he shall forfeit and pay the 


sum of three shillings and ninepence, and for want 
of every other of the aforesaid articles, six pence. 
Fach and every man so enrolled as aforesaid, and 
providing himself with the arms, ammunition, and 
accoutrements required as aforesaid, shall hold the 
same exempted from all suits, distress, executions 
or sales for debt, or the payment of taxes: Pro- 
vided always, That whenever the majors of any 
battalion shall judge any person enrolled therein 
unable to arm and equip himself as aforesaid, such 
person shall not be subject to any fine for not arm- 
ing; anything herein contained to the contrary 


oOo, 
notwithstanding.” 


Pennsylvania—passed April 11, 1793. 


“ Provided always, That whenever the ficld-offi- 
cers of any regiment shall judge any person en- 
rolled therein unable to arm and equip himself as 
aforesaid, such person shall not be subject to any 
fine for not arming; anything herein contained to 
the contrary notwithstanding.” 

Tt does not appear that any specified penalty is 
imposed by this act on persons neglecting to arm 
and equip themselves. 


Maryland—passed at November Sessions, 1798. 


“ And any non-commissioned officer or matross, 
in the artillery, and any non-commissioned officer 
or dragoon, who shall so refuse or neglect to attond 
on any of the said days, armed and accoutred as 
aforesaid, (except as before excepted,) shall forfeit 
a sum not excecding two-thirds of a dollar per day : 
and all other non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates who shall refuse or neglect to attend, armed 
and accoutred as hercin betore directed, (except 
as before excepted,) shall forfeit and pay one cent 
per day, unless excused, for appearing without 
arms and accoutrements, by the commanding offi- 
cers of their respective companies for the day.” 


North Carolina—passed July 18, 1794. 


“And every non-commissioned officer and pri- 
vate who shall fail to appear on the said occasions, 
shall forfeit for every such failure or neglect, ten 
shillings; or if appearing, he be not armed and 
provided in a manner as directed in this act, shall, 
for such deficiency, forfeit and pay five shillings. 
And if the oflicers of a company, or any two of 
them, after an cxamination upon oath, shall ad- 
judge any person or persons enrolled as aforesaid, 
to be incapable of providing and furnishing him 
or themselves with the arms, ammunition, and ac- 
coutrements required by this act, they shall make 
report thereof to the next battalion court-martial, 
as the case may be, who may, if it should appear 
necessary, exempt such person or persons from the 
fines and forfeitures by this act imposed, until such 
arms and accoutrements shall be provided and 
delivered him or them by the court martial, who 
shall take security for the safe-keeping of such 
arms and accoutrements, to be returned when re- 
quired.” 

But it is certain that, were the penalties greatly 
enhanced, an insuperable difficulty would occur 
in obtaining the requisite number of arms in any 
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reasonable period. The numbers comprehended 
in the act, from cighteen to forty-five ycars of age, 
inclusively, deducting the exemplis aud mariners, 
may bs estimated probably at about four hundred 
and fifty thousand men. Of these, probably not 
one hundred thousand are armed as the act re- 
quires, although a greater number might be found 
of common and ordinary muskets without bayo- 
nets. ‘The deficiency cannot be supplied from Fu- 
rope, under the present circumstances. The ouly 
solid resource to obtain a supply, is the establish- 
ment of manufactories in cach State. 

The deficiency of arms cannot be more forcibly 
exemplified than that, to arm the mililia Jately 
called into service, estimated at fifteen thousand, 
the number of ten thousand arms have been issued 
from the public Arsenals. Loss and injury must 
be expected to arise upon the articles issucd. 

No adequate provision appears to be established 
by the act for securing the obedience of the militia 
to the call of the Executive of the United States. 

Tt would seem essential that any law which the 
Congress should pass upon the subject of the mili- 
tia should contain within itself all the necessary 
provisions for its complete exccution. 

The late experiment proves, at least in some 
parts, that the ‘laws were inefficient; and had it not 
been for voluntary zeal which came to its aid, the 
community might have experienced great evils. 

It would appear to be essential, that when the 
militia are in actual service, they ought to be bound 
by the military code of the United States. 

The enrolment of men of the ages specified in 
the act, notwithstanding the exemptions; holding 
them responsible for military service, and enfore- 
ing the same, appears to be a circumstance which 
may operate injuriously to the industry and con- 
venience of the community. 

OF the returns enjoined by the tenth section of 
the said act, the following only have been received : 


STATES. Fromsxt'n| Forty to | Total. 
to furty. sixty. 
Massachusetts - 54,428 | 22,819 17,247 
Conneeticut ` ~ - - 15,851 
New Jersey - - - - 25,887 
Georgia - - - - - | 10,120 


Whether the act in question is susceptible of 
such alterations and amendments, on its present 
principles, as will secure the advantages to be de- 
rived from a well-organized militia, or whether 
a limited, but a select and efficient corps of militia, 
formed on a principle of rotation or otherwise, and 
taken froin the classes least injurious to the indus- 
try of the community, would not better fulfil that 
object, and, at the same time, better comport with 
economy, are questions which the wisdom of Con- 
gress alone is competent to decide. 

All which is submitted. 


H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 
Departuent or War, December 10, 1794. 


PRESERVATION OF PEACE WITT THE 
INDIANS. 

The Secretary or War respectfully submits io the 
President of the United States the following obser- 
vations respecting the preservation of the peace 
with the Indian Tribes, with whom the United 
States have formed Treaties. 


To retrace the conduct of the Government of 
the United States towards the Indian tribes, sine 
the adoption of the Constitution, cannot iml to 
afford satisfaction to every philosophic and hu- 
mane mind. 

A constant solicitude appears to have existed 
in the Executive and Congress, not only to form 
treaties of peace with the Indians upon principles 
of justice, but to impart to them all the blessings 
of civilized life, of which their condition is sus- 
ceptible. 

That a perseverance in such principles and 
conduct will reflect permanent honor upon the 
national character, cannot be doubted. At the 
same time, it must be acknowledged that the ex- 
ecution of the good intentions of the public is 
frequently embarrassed with perplexing consi- 
derations. 

The desires of too many fronticr white people, 
to seize by force or fraud upon the neighboring 
Tndian lands, has been, and still continues to be, 
an unceasing canse of jealousy and hatred on the 
part of the Indians, and it would appear, upon a 
calm investigation, that, until the Tndians can be 
quicted upon this point, and rely with confidence 
upon the protection of their lands by the United 
States, no well-grounded hope of tranquility can be 
entertained, 

The encroachment of white people is incessantly 
watched, and, in unguarded moments, they are 
murdered by the Indians. Revenge is sought, 
and the innocent frontier people are too frequently 
involved as victims in the cruel contest. This 
appears to be a principal cause of Indian wars. 
That there are exceptions will not be denied. The 
passion of a young savage for war and fae is too 
inighty to be restrained by the feeble advice of the 
old men. An adequate police seems to be wanting 
either to prevent or punish the depredations of 
the unruly. It would afford a conscious pleasure 
could the assertion be made on our part, that we 
have considered the murders of Indians the same 
as the murders of whites, and have punished them 
accordingly. This, however, is not the case. ‘I'he 
irritated passions on account of savage cruelty are 
generally too keen in the places where trials are had 
to convict and punish for the killing of an Indian. 
It is considered as unnecessary to cite instances, 
although multitudes might be adduced in almost 
every part of the country, from its first settlement 
to the present time. 

If this view of the inability of hoth parties to 
keep the peace be correct, it would seem to fol- 
low, as a just consequence, that adequate remedy 
ought to be provided for an evil of such magni- 
tude. 

It is certainly an evil to be involved in hostili- 
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ties with tribes of savages, amounting to two or 
three thousand, as is the case Northwest of the Ohio. 
But this evil would be greatly increased, were a 
general Indian war to prevail South of the Ohio ; 
the Indian warriors of the Four Nations in that 
quarter not being much short of fourteen thousand, 
not to advert lo the combinations which a general 
Tndian war might produce with the European 
Powers, with whom the tribes both North and 
South of the Ohio are connected. 

Tt seems that our own experience would de- 
monstrate the propriety of endeavoring to pre- 
serve a pacitie conduet in preference to a hostile 
one with the Indian tribes. ‘The United States 
can get nothing by an Indian war, but they risk 
men, money, and reputation. As we are more pow- 
erful and more enlightened than they are, there is 
a responsibility of national character, that we 
should treat them with kindness and even liberal- 
ity. It is a melancholy reflection, that our modes 
of population have been more destructive to the 
Indian natives than the conduct of the conquerors 
of Mexico and Peru. The evidence of this is the 
utter extirpation of nearly all the Indians in most 
populous parts of the Union. A future historian 
may mark the causes of this destruction of the 
human race in sable colors. Although the pre- 
sent Government of the United States cannot, 
with propriety, be involved in the opprobrium, 
yet, it seems necessary, however, in order to ren- 
der their attention upon this subject strongly cha- 
raeteristic of their justice, that some powerful at- 
tempts should be made to tranquilize the frontiers, 
parlicularly those South of the Ohio. The situa- 
tion of the settlements on Cumberland loudly de- 
mand the interference and protection of Govern- 
ment. It is true some unauthorized offensive opc- 
rations have proceeded from thence against the 
lower Cherokee towns, and victims were sacrificed. 
Whether these victims were all warriors, or whether 
women and children were not involved in the de- 
struction, seems to merit inquiry. 

Upon the most mature reflection, the subscriber 
has been able to bestow upon this subject, arising 
from the experience of several years’ observation 
thereof, he humbly conceives all attempts to pre- 
serve the peace with the Indian tribes, will be found 
inadequate, short of an arrangement somewhat like 
the following, to wit: 

1. That a line of military posts, at such distances 
as shall be directed, be established upon the fron- 
tiers within the Indian boundary, and out of the or- 
dinary jurisdiction of any State, provided consent 
can be obtained for the purpose from the Indian 
tribes ; that these posts be garrisoned with regular 
troops under the direction of the President of the 
United States. 

2. That if any murder or theft be commilted 
upon any of the white inhabitants, by an Indian 
known to belong to any Indian nation or tribe, 
such nation or tribe shall be bound to deliver him 
or them up to the nearest military post, in order to 
be tried and punished by a court-martial, or in fail- 
ure thereof the United States will take satisfaction 
upon the nearest Indian town belonging to such 
nation or tribe.; 


3. “That all persons who shall be assembled 
or embodied in arms on any lands belonging to 
Indians out of the ordinary jurisdiction of an 
State, or of the Territory South of the Ohio, for 
the purpose of warring against the Indians, or of 
comuitting depredatious upon any Indian town, 
or persous, or property, shall thereby become liable 
and subject to the rules and articles of yar, which 
are or shall be established for the government of 
the troops of the United States.” This was a sec- 
tion of a bill which the Senate passed the last 
seasion, entitled “ An act for the more effectual 
protection of the Southwestern frontiers,” but it 
was disagreed to by the House. 

If, to this arrangement the expense should be 
objected, 1t is to be remembered that the President 
of the Uniled States, in pursuance of Jaw, has au- 
thorized both the Governor of Georgia aud the 
Governor of the Southwestern Territory to estab- 
lish a defensive protection, which amounts to a 
large suin annually, 

Posts, therefore, requiring garrisons amounting 
to one thousand five hundred non-commissioned 
officers and privates, for the whole Southwestern 
frontiers, from the St. Mary’s to the Ohio, would 
probably be adequate to this object. 

If the posts belonging to the United States and 
now occupied by the British, North of the Ohio, 
be soon delivered up, they, with a post at the Miami 
Villages, and posts of communication down the 
Wabash on the South, and the Miami river to 
Lake Erie, on the North, together with a post at 
Presqu’[sle, would be a pretty adequate protec- 
tion to the frontier North of the Ohio, and a curb 
to any Indian tribes, discontented without just 
eause, which it is presumed will never be afforded 
by the Government of the United States. 

If to these vigorous measures should be com- 
bined the arrangement of trade recommended to 
Congress and the establishment of agents to re- 
side in the principal Indian towns, with adequate 
compensations, it would seem that the Govern- 
ment would then have made the fairest experiment 
of a system of justice and humanity, which it is 
presumed could not possibly fuil of being blessed 
with its proper effects, au honorable tranquility of 
the frontiers. 

All which is respectfully submitted to the Presi- 
deut of the United States. 

H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 

DEPARTMENT oF War, 

December 29, 1794. 


THE MINT. 


{Communicated to the House of Representatives Fe- 
bruary 9, 1795.] 

Mr. Boupinor, from the committee appointed to 
examine and report on the state of the Mint, 
and what further measures are necessary to 
render the institution more beneficial, made the 
following report : 

That, having attended at the several depart- 
ments of the Mint, and carefully examined into 
the present state of the institution, the committee 
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beg leave to make a statement of the effect of their | er, makes out all orders of the Director, and keeps 
inquiries, under the following heads : regular entries of the same. Te keeps an account 
1, The officers of the institution, and their actual | of all bullion received and delivered by the Assay- 
duties. : er, acting in the capacity of refiner, and does such 
2. The present state and progress of the works. , out-of-door business, for the use of the Mint, as is 
3. ‘I'he expenses attending the institution to this | required of him by the Director or Assayer. He 
time, also keeps an account of the workmen employed, 
4. The improvements yet necessary to render | pays them their wages, and procures the necessary 
the institution beneticial to the United States. materials, 
5. The stock now on hand. One other is clerk to the Chief Coiner, whose 
6. The quantity of coin that may be produced | duty it is to keep an account how much and whai 
when the works are complete. metal is received by the Chicf Coiner from the 
7. The keeping of the accounts, with the checks | Treasurer, and of the sum returned in coin. He 
necessary to prevent peculation. weighs out daily, the several metals to the proper 


; . workmen, and receives it back at night, by weight 
1. As to the Officers of the Mint, and their actual | of which he keeps the proper entries. Le makes 
duties. 


out the pay rolls for the Director’s inspection, on 

The Director, whose duties, besides those con- | which warrants on the Treasurer are issued. He 
tained in the act instituting the Mint, are the ge- | is present at the payment of the workmen, and 
neral superintendence of the whole business, in 


takes their receipts. He also keeps the accounts 
all its various departments, the making or approv- | of the contingent expenses attending the insti- 
ing of all contracts and purchases relative to the 


tution. 
institution, determining on the expediency of all; The remaining clerk belongs to the Treasurer, 
improvements, buildings, machines, and whatever | and keeps all accounts relative to his receipts, is- 
may be thought necessary for promoting the uti- | sues, and expenditures, whether of bullion, coin, or 
lity of the Mint; and, lastly, to inspect all re- 


payments. Fle also weighs the bullion in the first 
ceipts and issues of the Mint, with the accounts | instance, registers the quantity of alloy, and connts 
of the expenditure, and to draw warrants for the 


the coin issucd from the Mint. Wach clerk receives 
same. ; a salary of $500 per annum, except the Treasurer's, 
The Assayor—He assays all metals brought to 


who receives from the Director, out of his own 
tho Mint, and reports their respectivo qualitics to | salary, an addition of $200 per annum. 

tho Treasurer for hig direction. He attends and in- 

spects the Melter and Refiner, and has charge of 
the bullion jointly with the Treasurer and Chief 
Coiner. He has, hitherto, also had the care of the 
melting and retining all the precious metals that 
have come to the Mint. 

The Chief Coiner prepares all tho necessary 
machines belonging to the different branches of 
coining thu several metals directed by law; works 
all the ingots received from the Melter aud Refiner 
into a proper state for coining, and, when completed, 
delivers them over to the Treasurer; and, lastly, 
oversees all the different workmen employed iu the 
coinage, and keeps them in their duty. 

The Engraver, whose actual duties aro the rais- 
ing und furnishing all punches that are requisite 
for the completion of the dies, the engraving and 
sinking all original dies, and raising all hubbs that 
are struck out of them. Ie has an assistant ocea- 
sionally, as the business is urgent. 

The ‘Treasurer, whose duty it is to take charge 
of all bullion received or deposited in the Mint 
for coinage. He delivers it out as wanted for 
working, and receives in return all the coius as 
they are completed from the Chief Coiner. He 
registers all the qualities of the metals as reported 
by the Assayer, and pays out all the coins, when 
completed, on the warrants of the Secretary of 
the Treasury and Director, makes all payments 
on account of the Mint, and renders his account 
every three months to the ‘Treasury of the United 
States. 

The Clerks.—At present there aro three clerks ; 
one of them performs all writings relative to the 
Mint, required of him by the Director and Assay- 


2. The present state and progress of the works. 

The houses are built on threo lots of ground, in 
Seventh street, between Market and Arch streets, 
the fee simple of which is vested in the United 
States, and one in the Northern Liberties, taken by 
the Director, on a lease of five years, at the trifling 
rent of 5 shillings per annum. 

The works consist of two rolling machines, one 
for hot and the other for cold metal, worked by 
four horses, and requiring five hands constantly 
to attend them while in operation, There is a 
third, nearly completed, to be appropriated to the 
smaller coinage. A drawing machine, for the 
purpose of equalizing the strips for cutting the 
planchettes, and are worked by the same hands as 
are last mentioned. Three cutting presses for the 
planchettes of larger and smaller coins, which are 
worked by one man each. A milling machine, 
which is intended to be worked by the horse mill, 
but at present requires one hand. Three coining 
presses, with the improvement for supplying and 
discharging themselves by machinery. Six hands 
will attend three if in one room. A fourth, for 
dollars and medals in particular, will be finished 
in about three months. Two turning lathes for 
dies, and a boring machine for making holes in the 
large frames, screws for presses, stakes, rollers, and 
an infinite variety of instruments and tools neces- 
sary to carry on the coinage. : 

There are, besides, three annealing and one boil- 
ing futnace, with two forges, the assay, melting, and 
refining furnaces. . 

The nett produce of these works, from the es- 
tablishment of the Mint to this time, consists of 
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1,087,500 cents, paid into the Treasury of the | taken place for want of a Refiner and Melter, pro- 


United States, equal to $10,875; iu silver coins | vision for such an office having been wholly omit- 


delivered, $35,165. The future produce, it is 
said, will be about two hundred thousand cents per 
month. 

_ The Treasurer has received, in gross silver bul- 
lion, from depositors, 116,783 ounces 13 penny- 
weights, containing alloy, below the standard of 
the United States, of 24,578 ounces, 7 penny- 
weights. 

Your committee have made a strict inquiry into 
the causes why the product has not been greater in 
so long a time as two years and a half from its in- 
stitution, and find that, in gencral, the diffienlties 
attending all establishments that are, in their for- 
mation and operation, new and uncommon, and 
which, therefore, require experiments to be made 
in every step of their progress, have attended this 
institution. No works of this kind, requiring 
equal force and equal precision, ever having been 
made in this country, workmen, those expected to 
be obtained from Europe, by sone means having 
failed in the different branches, were hard to be 
got, and many, when engaged, were not masters 
of their business; the materials were difficult to 

` be obtained; and often proved insufficient for the 
force required; even bar iron, from the large size 
required, as well as the castings, caused great de- 
lay before they could be had. Oftentimes, when 
the machinery was finished and sct to work, it 
gave way, and all was to be done over again. All 
the tools necessary to make the machines were 
first to be made themselves, Not only the whole 
machinery, in all its parts, but all the tools noces- 
sary for their formation, have been exccuted at the 
int. 
all the proper artisans, each a complete workman 
in his own department, bul, from necessity, was 
confined to the principal officer of the coining dce- 
partment, who could only procced from theoretic 
principles, with the assistance of such workmen 
as could be procured, to whom most of the wa- 
chines, however common in Europe, were entirely 
new. Add to this, that mere thcorctic know- 
ledge has produced greater complexity in the sys- 
tem, and of course greater delay and expense, 
than full practical knowledge would have found 
necessary, 

The Mints in Europe have been gradual in their 
improvements, and have been of many years’ stand- 
ing. This has had every difficulty to struggle with, 
and was to be brought to perfection at once, lest 
our coins should not bear a comparison with those 
of other nations. ‘Those latcly executed are supe- 
rior to any made in Europe. 

The buildings were all to be completed before 
the works could be begun, The lots on which 
the same are built, from a principle of economy, 
were so restricted in size that they are now found 
to be much too small, and so insufficient as greatly 
to hinder the several operations and delay the bu- 
siness. It was also a considerable time before an 
engraver could be engaged, during which the 
Chief Coiner was obliged to make the dics for 
himself, and yet the dies are subject to frequent 
failures by breaking. Great delays have also 


This could not be effected by an union of 


ted in the law instituting the Mint, by which the 

present stock of copper remains useless and un- 

productive. 

Your committee have been convinced by these 
facts, as well as from actual observation, that thera 
are substantial reasons exculpatory of the officers 
of the Mint for the delay attending this undertak - 
ing; but they are happy in observing that most of 
these difficulties are now surmounted, and the fu- 
ture product of the coinage must be very consider- 
able. 

3. The expense attending the institution has been 
very great, from the necessity and dijficulties 
above alluded to. 

It amounted, on the 30th day of September last, 
to the following sums, including the standing capi- 
tal, and copper to be coined into money— 


Lands purchased  - - - - $4,266 66 
Buildings, apparatus, machines, &c. - 22,720 45 
Purchase of copper - - - - 15,815 61 
Salaries to officers - - - - 15,591 99 


$58,394 61 


4. The improvements yet necessary. 

It would be a very important saving to the public, 
as well as add great expedition to every part of 
the machinery, if they could be put in motion by 
water or steam, instead of manual labor or that of 
horses. At present water is out of the question, 
without removing the works out of the city, to 
which there are many solid objections; but in 
case the projected canal between the Schuylkill 
and Dolaware should be accomplished, the heavy 
expense of this institution would be greatly re- 
duced. 

It has already been mentioned, as one cause of 
delay, the omission in the law of provision for a Re- 
finer and Melter, whose duty it should be to take 
charge of all metals delivered out by the Treasurer, 
after they have been assayed and refined, and melt 
them into bars and ingots fit for the rolling ma- 
chine, when they are to be delivered over to the 
Chief Coiner. This is a necessary and essential im- 
provement, The law originally contemplated the 
Assayer as the only officer necessary in this part 
of the business. 

In the Kuropcan Mints, all metals deposited for 
coinage, are first brought to the proper standard at 
the expense of the owner, and by private profes- 
sional workmen established in that country, inde- 
pendent of the Mint, and therefore no such officer 
belongs to those institutions; but, in this country, 
for want of such a private establishment, it be- 
comes a necessary department of the Mint. And 
although your committee are of opinion that the 
Assayer might, in point of labor, execute this office, 
his time not being wholly taken up in his proper 
department, yet the propriety of positive checks 
throughout the whole of the business of the Mint, 
absolutely forbids it. Such an officer must, there- 
fore, be appointed, or the former delays will neces- 
sarily accrue. Those would have becn greater than 
they have been had not the Director employed an 
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Melter before it can be coined; and large quantities 
are ready to be brought when the Mint is ready for 
the reccipt of it. 


occasional workman to assist in that part of the 
operation. 

As it is the practice, in all the Mints of Europe, 
for the owners of bullion to have it refined to the į 
legal standard at their own expense, your committee 
are of opinion that a reasonable sum from every 
deposite should be retained by the Treasurer of 
the Mint as a compensation for refining and melt- 
ing. This will appear the more reasonable when 
it is known that the bullion already lodged in the 
Mint has cost the United States at least £500 for 
refining. 

Your committce further find that the standard 
fineness of silver directed by law, in the opinion of 
the officers of the Mint, contains too great an alloy, 


and will expose the coin to wear black, and, there- | sand. _ : 
fore, that the alloy shonld be reduced, The three coining presses, when complete, will 


The English standard of silver coin is 11 ounces, | strike froin eight to twelve thousand of the smaller 
2 penny weights of pure silver in the pound Troy. kinds of coin per day ; so that, on an average, ten 

Spanish coins ought to contain 10 ounces, 15 pen- | thousand cents, equal to one hundred dollars, may 
nyweights. be coined in a day by each press, if all are worked. 
rd an Avil thelate Government, 10 ounces 1. The Accounts of the Mint. 

A mean of both is 10 ounces 16} pennyweights. These are kept by the Treasurer, according to 

One tenth part alloy, which is the standard of the directions, and in the manner pointed out by 
the present Government of France, established as the Secretary of the Treasury, and appear to: 
a mean between both, leaves 10 ounces 16 penny- | your committee to be fully checked for the secu- 
weights. rity of the public against every avenne of decep- 

But the standard of the United States is 10 | tion. 
ounces 14 pennyweights, and 19.104 parts, This} All moncys appropriated for the use of the Mint, 
extreme fractional part of our standard for silver and advanced by the Treasury of the United States, 
produces great inconvenience, without any advan- | are granted in the name of the Treasurer of the 
tage, ihat your committe could discover; and | Mint, on warrants from the President of the United 
they are, therefore, of the opinion that the mean States on the Sceretary of the Treasury, and from 
of 10 ounces 16 pennyweights should be adopted. | him in favor of the Treasurer of the Mint, and are 
It has also appeared to your committee that the | deposited in the Bank of the United States, to the 
price of copper is very fluctuating, and may so | credit of the Treasurer of the Mint, in a scparate 
increase, as, in some degree, it has done since the | account. 
law for ascertaining the weight of cents, that, He receives all claims upon the Mint, in the first 
when coined and issued, coppersmiths may work | instance, and gives them his approbation before 
them up to considerable advantage. To prevent | they can pass. These are under the heads of 
this growing evil provision should be made, by Salarics to officers and clerks. 


6. The produce of the Works when complete. 


The rolling machines, for large coins, will roll 
from twelve to fifteen thousand ounces per day; 
that for small coin about half that quantity. 

The drawing machine, for strips, can execule, 
daily the produce of one rolling machine. 

The three cutting presses will each cut from fif- 
teen to cightcen thousand planchettes per day, 
and the milling machine will also pass them 
through at the same time, when worked by horses ; 
but, in the present state, will mill about ten thou- 


law, in tune to check it. Great complaints are | Wages of laborers. 
made throughout the United States of the diffi-| Incidental and contingent expenses. 
culty of obtaining cents when coined. The prac-| Copper purchased for coinage, 


tice, hitherto, in pursuance of the requisition of | The account is then presented to the Director, 
the law, has been for the Treasurer of the Mint | who examines the same, and issues his warrant 
to pay them over to the Treasurer of the United | on the Treasurer of the Mint for payment. These 
States, who distributes them among the Banks in | accounts are rendered quarterly by the Treasurer 
this city. his will produce a supply, in time, | to the Treasury, where they are subject to their 
for the States in the neighborhood of the Mint, | final decision, as well respecting the ordinary cx- 
but will not give satisfaction to the distant parts | penses of the Mint, as the accounts of bullion and 
of the Union, who pay their equal share of the | coinage. 

expense, The bullion is received by the Treasurer of the 
Your committee, therefore, are of opinion that it | Mint, in the first instance, who gives reccipts 
would be a valuable improvement to make provision, | therefor, dated and numbered, progressively, dis- 
by law, for a more general distribution of the cents | tinguishing, by a different series, those given for 

as they are coined. silver from those for gold. 
5. The Stock of Metals _ These receipts are entered in a register contain- 
$ t ’ ing two accounts, one for each of the precious 

Now on hand, uncoined, amounts to upwards of | metals. 

fifteen tons of copper, most of which requires refin- All bullion is inspected by the Assayer, and a 
ing, and the whole melting into ingots, preparative | few grains of every parcel given him to be as- 
to rolling There also yet remains about 35,507 | sayed, and his certificate of the pure gold or sil- 
ounces of silver bullion deposited for coining, which | ver in each deposite is returned, to be entered in 
must also go through the hands of the Refiner and | the register; the Treasurer then computes the 
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value of the deposite in coin of the United States, | one-tenth part of pure copper, being equal to ten 
which is entered in the register. ounces sixteen pennyweights of pure silver in one 

‘The bullion is then delivered to the Chief Coiner, | pound Troy. 
on the warrant of the Director, to the Treasurer | 5. /Zexolved, That the President of the United 
of the Mint, who takes his receipt thereon. | States be authorized to reduce the weight of the 
When coined, the Chief Coincr pays them over, | copper coin at his discretion: Provided, Such re- 
on a like warrant, to the Treasurer of the Mint, | duction shall not exceed two pennyweights in cach 
and he again to the Treasurer of the United | cent, and in proportion in each half cent, of which 
States, on a warrant from the Sceretary of the ihe shall give notice, by proclamation, and report 
Treasury, the same to the next session of Congress. 

3y this system, established by the ‘Treasury 6. Resolved, That the Treasurer of the United 
Department, all bullion is to be lodged im the | States be authorized, by law, to distribute, at the 
vaults of the Mint, and secured under two locks, | public expense, all cents received from the Trea- 
the keys of which are kept by the Treasurer and, surer of the Mint, by sending them to some one 
Assayer. Bank in cach State, where any are established, 

When bullion is in the custody of the Chief | and, where not, to the principal Collector of such 
Coiner, it is to be constantly subject to the inspec- | State, in proportion to the number of inhabitants 
tion of the Assayer, he being responsible for the of the State, to be by them paid out, for cash, to 


standard purity of the respective coins; and, when | any person requesting the same, in sums not less 
the bullion is not in use, it is to be kept under two | than ten dollars value. 
locks, the keys of which are to be kept by the As- 7. Resolved, That provision ought to be made, hy 
saver and Chief Coiner. law, enabling the Director and Treasurcr of the 
From every mass of coins, the Treasurer takes | Mint to give a preference to bullion brought 
three pieces, in the presence of the Assayer, which | to the Mint, already of or above the standard of 
are secured by him under cover, with seal of the | the United States, so as not to be prevented coin- 
Assayer thorcon, for the purpose mentioned in the | ing and issuing the same, although bullion below 
law. ; the standard, and not yet refined, may have been 
All coins made on account of individuals are | deposited for coinage before it; any thing in any 
paid by the Treasurer, on the warrant of the Di- | law heretofore passed to the contrary notwith- 


rector. standing. 

In addition to these checks, all receipts of bul- —— 
lion and delivery of coins are entered into a regu- | By rae Presipert or TUR Uncrep STATES OF 
lar set of books, kept for that purpose. AMERICA, 


All the forms of the documents requisite for a 
common use are printed, bound, and issued under A PROCLAMATION. 
indented checks, for the greater public security. Whereas I have received information that cer- 
Your committee having thus given a concise | tain persons in violation of the laws have pre- 
state of the Mint, beg leave to recommend the fol- | sumed, under color of a foreign authority, to en- 
lowing resolutions : list citizens of the United States and others within 
1. Resolved, That provision ought to be made, | the State of Kentucky, and have there assembled 
by law, for the appointment of a Refiner and jan armed force for the purpose of invading and 
Melter in the Mint of the United States, whose | plundering the Territories of a nation at peace 
duty it shall be to take charge of all copper, and | with the said United States: And whereas such 
silver, and gold bullion, delivered out by the Trea- | unwarrantable measures, being contrary to the 
surer of the Mint, after it has been assayed, and | laws of nations and to the duties incumbent on 
reduce it into bars or ingots for the rolling mills, | every citizen of the United States, tend to disturb 
and then to deliver them to the Coiner or Trea- | the tranquility of the saine, and to involve them 
surer, as the Director shall judge expedient, and | in the calamities of war: And whereas it is the 
to do and perform all other duties belonging to the | duty of the Executive to take care that such crimi- 
office of Refiner and Melter, or which shall be or- | nal proceedings should be suppressed, the offenders 
dered by the Director of the Mint. bronght to justice, and all good citizens cautioned 
-9. Resolced, That provision ought to be made, by | against measures likely to prove so pernicious to 
law, authorizing the Treasurer of the Mint to re- | their country and themselves, should they be se- 
tain two cents per ounce from every deposite of | duced into similar infractions of the laws ; 
silver bullion below standard, and four cents per| I have, therefore, thought proper to issue this 
ounce for every deposite of gold bullion below the | Proclamation hereby solemnly warning every per- 
standard, unless the same shall require the opera- | son not authorized by the laws, aginst enlisting 
tion of the test, then six cents as a compensation | any citizen or citizens of the United States, or 
for refining and melting the same. levying troops, or assembling any persons within 
3. Resolved, That the gross bullion brought for | the United States, for the purposes aforesaid, or 
deposite and coinage to the Mint, shall not be re- | proceeding in any manner to the execution thercof, 
ceived in smaller quantities than two hundred | as they will answer the same at their peril; and 
ounces of silver, and twenty ounces of gold. I do aiso admonish and require all citizens to ro- 
4, Resolved, That the standard for silver coin, | frain from enlisting, enrolling, or assembling them- 
as now established by law, be altered, and made to | selves for such unlawful purposes, and from being 
consist of nine equal ten parts of pure silver, and | in any wise concerned, aiding, or abetting therein, 
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as they tender thcir own welfare, inasmuch as all! duties and by other alterations conducive to the 
lawful means will be strictly put in execution for | convenience of those whom they imincediately 
securing obedience to the laws, and for punishing | affect, (though they have given satisfaction in 
such dangerous and daring violations thereof; | other guarters,) and the endeavors of the execu- 

And 1 do moreover charge and require all Courts, į tive officers to conciliate a compliance with the 
magistrates, and other officers, whom it may con- | laws, by explanations, by forbearance, and even by 
cern, according to their respective duties, to exert | particular accommodations, fuunded on the sug- 
the powers in them severally vested to prevent and | gestions of local considerations, have been disap- 
suppress all such unlawful assemblages and pro- ; pointed of their effect by the machinations of per- 
ceedings, and to bring to condien punishment those | sons whose industry to excite resistance has in- 
who may have been guilty thereof, as they regard | creased with every appearance of a disposition 


the due authority of Government, and the peace | 
and welfare of the United States. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of 
the United States of America to be affixed to these 
presents, and signed the same with my hand. 
Done at the city of Philadelphia, the twenty-fourth 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four, and of the Independeneg of the United 
States of America, the cightcenth. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


By the President: Eom. Ranvpouru. 


By toe Present or ton Unien States or 


AMERICA, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas combinations to defeat the execution 
of the laws laying duties upon spirits distilled 
within the United States, and upon stills, have 
from the time of the commencement of those laws 
existed in some of the Western parts of Pennsyl- 
vania: And whereas the said combinations, pro- 
ceeding in a manner subversive equally of the 
just authority of Government and of the rights of 
individuals, have hitherto effected their dangerous 
and criminal purpose; by the influence of certain 
irregular meetings whose proceedings have tended 
to encourage and uphold the spirit of opposition ; 
by misrepresentations of the laws calculated to 
render them odious; by endeavors to deter those 
who might be so disposed from accepting offices 
under them, through fear of public resentment and 
of injury to person and property, and to compel 
those who had accepted such offices, by actual 
violence lo surrender or forbear the execution of 
them; by circulating vindictive menaces against 
all those who should otherwise directly or indi- 
rectly aid in the execution of the said laws, or 
who, yielding to the dictates of conscience, and to 
a sense of obligation, should themselves comply 
therewith, by actually injuring and destroying the 
property of persons who were understood to have 
so complied; by inflicting cruel and humiliating 
punishments upon private citizens, for no other 
cause than that of appearing to be the fricnds of 
the laws ; by intercepting the public officers on the 
highways, abusing, assaulting, and otherwise ill 
treating them; by going to their houses in the 
night, gaining admittance by force, taking away 
their papers, and committing other outrages; em- 
ploying for these unwarrantable purposes the 
agency of armed handitti disguised in such man- 
ner as for the most part to escape discovery : And 
whereas the endeavors of the Legislature to ob- 
viate objections to the said laws, by lowering the 


among the people io relax in their opposition and 
to acquiesce in the laws, insomuch that many per- 
sons in the said Western parts of Pennsylvania 
have at length been hardy enough to perpetrate 
acts which I am advised amount to treason, being 
overt acts of levying war against the United 
States; the said persons having on the sixteenth 
and seventeenth of July last past procecded in 
arms (on the second day, amounting to several 
hundreds) to the house of John Neville, inspector 
of the revenue for the fourth survey of the dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania, having repeatedly attacked 
the said house with the persons therein, wound- 
ing some of them; having seized David Lenox, 
marshal of the district of Pennsylvania, who, pre- 
vious thereto, had been fired upon while in the 
execution of his duty, by a party of armed men, 
detaining him for some time prisoner, till, for the 
preservation of his life and the obtaining of his 
liberty, he found it necessary to enter into stipula- 
tions to forbear the execution of certain oth- 
cial duties touching processes issuing out of a 
Court of the United States; and having finally 
obliged the said inspector of the revenue, and the 
said marshal, from considerations of personal safe- 
ty, to fly from that part of the country, in order, by 
a circuitous route, to proceed to the seat of (rovern- 
ment; avowing as the motives for these outrageous 
proceedings an intention to prevent by force of 
arms the execution of the said laws, to oblige the 
said inspector of the revenue to renounce his said 
oflice, to withstand by open violence the lawful 
authority of Government of the United States, 
and to compel thereby an alteration in the mca- 
sures of the Legislature and a repeal of the laws 
aforesaid. 

And whereas, by a law of the United States, 
entitled “ An act to provide for calling forth the mi- 
litia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrections, and repel invasions,” it is enacted 
“that whenever the laws of the United States 
shall be opposed or the execution thereof obstructed 
in any State by combinations too powerful to be 
suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial pro- 
ceedings, or by the powers vested in the marshals 
by that Act, the same being notificd by an Associate 
Justice or District Judge, it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to call forth the 
militia of such State to suppress such combina- 
tions, and to cause the laws to be duly executed. 
And if the militia of a State where such com- 
binations may happen shall refuse, or be insuffi- 
cient to suppress the saine, it shall be lawful for 
the President, if the Legislature of the United 
States shall not be in session, to call tortu and em- 
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ploy such numbers of the militia of any othor 
State or States, most convenient thereto, as may 
be necessary ; and the use of the militia so to be 
called forth may he continued, if necessary, until 
the expiration of thirty days after the commence- 
ment of the ensuing session: Provided, always, 
That whenever it may be necessary, in the judg- 
ment of the President, to use the military force 
hereby dirccted to be called forth, the President 
shall forthwith, and previous thercto, by proclama- 
tion, command such insurgents to disperse and re- 
tire peaccably to their respective abodes within a 
limited time,” 

And whereas James Wilson, an Associate Jus- 
tice, on the fourth instant, by writing under his 
hand, did, from evidence which had been laid be- 
fore him, notify to me that “in the counties of 
Washington and Alleghany, in Pennsylvania, laws 
of ihe United States are opposed, and the execu- 
tion thereof obstructed by combinations too pow- 
erful io be suppressed by the ordinary course of 
judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested in the 
marshal of that district.” 

And whereas it is, in my judgment, necessary, 
under the circumstances of the case, to take mea- 
sures for calling forth the militia, in order to sup- 
press the combinations aforesaid, and to cause the 
laws to be duly executed, and I have accordingly 
determined to do so, feeling the decpest regret for 
the occasion, but withal the most solemn convic- 
tion that the essential interests of the Union de- 
mand it—that the very existence of Government, 
and the fundamental principles of social order, are 
materially involved in the issue, and that the 
patriotism and firmness of all good citizens are se- 
riously called upon, as occasion may require, to aid 
in the effectaal suppression of so fatal a spirit. 

Wherefore, and in pursuance of the proviso 
above recited, I, Georce Wasuineron, President 
of the United States, do hereby command all per- 
sons, being insurgents as aforesaid, and all others 
whom it may concern, on or before the first day 
of September next, to disperse and retire peace- 
ably to their respective abodes, And I do more- 
over warn all persons whomsoever against aiding, 
abetting, or comforting the perpetrators of the 
aforesaid treasonable acts; and do require all offi- 
cers and other citizens, according to their respec- 
tive duties and the laws of the land, to exert their 
utmost endeavors to prevent and suppress such 
dangerous procecdings. 

In testimony whercof, I have caused the seal of 
the United States of America to be affixed to these 
presents, and signed the same with my hand. 
Done at the city of Philadelphia, the seventh day 
of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four, and of the Independence of the United States 
of Amcrica the nineteenth. 

G. WASTITNGTON. 


By the President: Eom, Raxvourn. 


By THE Presipenr OF THE UNITED STATES oF 
AMERICA, 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas, from a hope thal the combinations 
against the Constitution and laws of the United 


States, in certain of the Western counties of 
Pennsylvania, would yield to time and reflection, 
J thought it sufficient, in the first instance, rather 
to take measures for calling forth the militia than 
immediately to embody them; but the moment 
is now come, when the overtures of forgiveness, 
with no other condition than a submission to law, 
have been only partially accepted; when every 
form of conciliation not inconsistent with the be- 
ing of Government has been adopted, without 
effect ; when the well-disposed in those counties 
are unable by their influence and example to re- 
claim the wicked from their fury, and are compell- 
ed to associate in their own defence; when the 
proffered lenity has been perversely misinterpreted 
into an appreheusion that the citizens will march 
with reluctance; when the opportunity of examin- 
ing the serious consequences of a treasonable op- 
position has been employed in propagating princi- 
ples of anarchy, endeavoring through emissaries to 
alienate the friends of order from its support, and 
inviting enemies to perpetrate similar acts of in- 
surrection; when it is manifest that violence 
would continue to be exercised, upon every at- 
tempt to enforce the laws; when, therefore, Go- 
vernment is set at defiance, the contest being 
whether a small portion of the United States shall 
dictate to the whole Union, and, at the expense 
of those who desire peace, indulge a despcrate 
ainbition : 

Now, therefore, I, Grorce Wasuineron, Presi- 
dent of the United States, in obedience to that 
high and irresistible duty, consigned to me by the 
Constitution, “to take care that the laws be faith- 
fally executed’—deploring that the American 
name should be sullied by the outrages of citizens 
on their own Government; commiserating such 
as remain obstinate from delusion; but resolved, 
in perfect reliance on that gracious Providence 
which so signally displays its goodness towards 
this country, to reduce the refractory to a due 
subordination to the law—do hereby declare and 
make known, that, with a satisfaction which can 
be equalled only by the merits of the militia sum- 
moned into service from the States of New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, I have 
received intelligence of their patriotic alacrity, in 
obeying the call of the present, though painful, 
yet commanding necessity; that a force, which, 
according to every reasonable expectation, is ade- 
quate to the exigency, is already in motion to the 
scene of disaffection; that those who have con- 
fided, or shall confide in the protection of Govern 
ment, shall meet full succor under the standard 
and from the arms of the United States; that those 
who having offended against the laws have since 
entitled themselves to indemnity, will be treated 
with the most liberal good faith, if they shall not 
have forfeited their claim by any subsequent con- 
duct, and that instructions are given accordingly. 

And I do, moreover, exhort all individuals, offi- 
cers, and bodies of men, to contemplate with ab- 
horrence the measures leading directly or indi- 
rectly to those crimes, which produce this resort 
to military coercion ; to check, in their respective 
spheres, the efforts of misguided or designing mer, 
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to substitute their misrepresentation in the place ; acknowledge our many and great obligations to 


of truth, and their discontents in the place of Almighty God, and to implore him to continue and 
stable government; and to call to mind, that as | confirm the blessings we expericnce. 


the people of the United States have heen permit- 
ted, under tho Divine favor, in perfect freedom, 
after solemn deliberation, and in an enlightened 
age, to elect their own Government, so will their 


Deeply penctrated with this sentiment, I, George 
Wasnineton, President of the United States, do 
recommend to all religious societies and denomi- 
nations, and to all persons whomsoever, within 


gratitude for this inestimable blessing be best dis- | the United States, to set apart and observe Thurs- 


tinguished by firm exertions 
stitution and the laws. 


to maintain the Con- | day, the nineteenth day of February next, as a Day 


of Public Thanksgiving and Prayer: and on that 


And, lastly, I again warn all persons, whomso- | day to meet together and render their sincere 
ever and wheresoever, not to abet, aid, or comfort jand hearty thanks to the Great Ruler of Nations 


the insurgents aforesaid, as they will answer the) 


contrary at their peril; and 1 do also require all 
officers and other citizens, according to their seve 
ral duties, as far as may be in their power, to bring 
under the cognizance of the law all offenders in 
the premises. 

In testimony whereof, I have causcd the seal of 
the United States of America to be affixed to these 
presents, and signed the same with my hand. 

Done at the City of Philadelphia, the 25th day 
of September, 1794, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the nineteenth. : 

G. WASHINGTON. 

By the President: 

Eom. RANDOLPH. 


By tue Presmexr or tou Usirep STATES or 
AMERICA, 
A PROCLAMATION. 

When we review the calamitics which afflict 
so many other nations, the present condition of 
the United States affords much matter of conso- 
lation and satisfaction. Our exemption hitherto 
from forcign war, an increasing prospect of the 
continuance of that exemption, the great degree of 
internal tranquility we have enjoyed, the recent 
confirmation of that tranquility by the suppression 
of an insurrection which so wantonly threatened 
it, the happy course of our public affairs in genc- 
ral, the unexampled prosperity of all classes of our 


for the manifold and signal mercies which distin- 
guish our lot as a nation; particularly for the 
possession of Constitutions of Government which 
unite, and, by their union, establish liberty with 
order; for the preservation of our peace, foreign 
and domestic; for the seasonable control which 
has been giyen to a spirit of disorder, in the sup- 
pression of the late insurrection; and generally, 
for the prosperous course of our affairs, public and 
private; and, at the same time, humbly and fer- 
vently to beseech the kind Author of these bless- 
ings graciously to prolong them lo us—to imprint 
on our hearts a deep and solemn sense of our obli- 
gations to hiin for them—to teach us rightly to 
estimate their immense Waluc—to preserve us from 
the arrogance of prosperity, and from hazarding 
the advantages we enjoy by delusive pursuits—to 
dispose us to merit the continuance of his favors, 
by not abusing them, by our gratitude for them, 
and by a correspondent conduct as citizens and as 
men—to render this country more and more a safe 
and propitious asylum for the unfortunate of other 
countries—to extend among us true and useful 
knowledge—to diffuse and establish habits of so- 
briety, order, morality, and piety; and, finally to 
impart all the blessings we possess, or ask for our- 
selves, to the whole family of mankind. 

Tn testimony whereof, [ have caused the scal of 
the United States of America to be affixed to these 
presents, and signed the same with my hand. 

Done at the city of Philadelphia, the first day 


citizens—are circumstances which peculiarly mark |of January, 1795, and of the Independence of the 
our situation with indications of the Divine benefi- | United States of America the nineteenth. 


cence towards us. In such,a state of things it is, 
in an especial manner, our duty as a people, with 
devout reverence and affectionate gratitude, to 


G. WASHINGTON. 
By the President: 


Epm. RANDOLPI. 


PUBLIC ACTS OF CONGRESS; 


PASSED AT TUE FIRST SESSION OF THE TIIRD CONGRESS, BEGUN AND HELD AT 
PHILADELPIULS, ON THE SECOND OF DECEMBER. 1793. 


An Act making an alteration in the Flag of the United 
States. 


Be it enacted by the Senate und House of Re- 
presceniatives of the United Slates of America in 
Congress assembled, That, from and after the first 
day of May, Anno Domini one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-five, the Flag of the United 
States be fifteen stripes allernate red and white. 
That the Union be fifteen stars, white, in a blue 


field. 


FREDERICK A. MUHLENBERG, 
Speaker of the Mouse of Lepresentatives. 


; JOUN ADAMS, 
Vice President of the United States, 
and President of the Senate. 


Approved, January 13, 1794. 


GEO. WASHINGTON, 
President of the United States. 


An Act providing for the relief of such of the inhabitants 
of Saint Domingo, resident within the United Slates 
as may be found in want of support. 


Be it enacted, §e., That a sum, not exceeding 
fifteen thousand dollars, be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated, to be paid out of any moneys which 
may bg in the ‘Treasury, arising from foreign Loans, 
for the support of such of the inhabitants of Saint 
Domingo, resident within the United States, as shall 
be found in want of such support. 

SEG. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in or- 
der to secure the due application of the moneys 
aforesaid, the same shall be placed under the di- 
rection of tho President of the United States; and 
it shall be lawful for him to draw the said moteys, 
or any part thereof, from the Treasury of the 
United States, and to cause the distribution there- 
of to be made, for the relief of the persons afore- 
said, in such manner, and by the hands of such 
persons, as shall, in the opinion of the President, 
appear most conducive to the humane purposes of 
this act. 

Sec. 3. And heat further enacted, That a regu- 
lar statement and account be kept of the moneys 
so expended, and being lodged in the proper office 
of the Treasury Department, the amount thereof 
shall be provisionally charged to the debit of the 
French Republic, subject to such future arrange- 
ments as Shall be made thereon between the Go- 


vernment of the United Slates and the said Repub- 
lic: Provided, however, That, unless the French 
Republie or its Minister, or other authorized agent, 
shall, within six months from the passing of this 
act, expressly authorize a charge to the debit of 
the said Republic of the said supplies which shall 
have been, or may be made under this act, all fur- 
ther supplies under the same shall, from and after 
the expiration of the said term of six months, be 
discontinued. 
Approved, February 12, 1794. 


An Act in alteration of the act establishing a Mint and 
regulating the Coins of the United States. 


Be tt enacted, Çe, That, from and after the 
passing this act, it shall be the duty of the Trea- 
surer of the Mint to receive and give receipts for 
all metals which may lawfully be brought to the 
Mint to be coined; and, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining their respective qualitics, shall deliver 
from every parcel so received, a sufficient number 
of grains to the Assayer, who shall assay al! such 
of them as may require it. And the suid Trea- 
surer shall, from time to time, deliver the said 
metals to the Chief Coiner to be coined in such 
quantities as the Director of the Mint may pre- 
scribe. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the As- 
sayer and Chief Coiner of the Mint, previous to 
entering upon the exceution of their respective 
offices, shall ench becume bound to the United 
States of America, with one or more sureties, to 
the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the said Assayer in the sum ol one thousund dol- 
lars, and the said Chief Coiner, in the sum of 
five thousand dollars, with condition for the faith- 
ful and diligent performance of the duties of his 
office. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, 'That so much 
of the act, entitled “ An act establishing a Mint and 
regulating the coins of the United States,” as 
comes within the purview of this act, be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed. 

Approved, Mareh 3, 1794. 


An Act for the remission of the duties arising on the 
tonnage of sundry French vessels which have taken 
refuge in the ports of the United States, 

Whereas, the disastrous situniion of the town of 

Cape Francois, in the Islaud of Hispaniola, com- 
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pelled sundry vessels belonging to cilizens of the 
French Republic, in the month of June last, to 
take refuge within the ports of the United States : 
and whereas, they are liable by law tu the payment 
of foreign tounage, which, considering the neces- 
sity of their case, ought equitably to be remitted to 
them: Therefore, 

Be it enacted, §e., That the duties on the ton- 
nage, to which any of the vessels aforesaid are, 
or mmay have been liable, within auy of the ports of 
the United States, be, and are hereby remitted : 
Provided, nevertheless, That the master, owner, 
or consignee of every such vessel, shall make proof 
to the proper officer of the port in which such 
vessel may be, that the said vessel was compelled 
to leave the said Island of Hispaniola, and to take 
refuge within the said port, by reason of the ca- 
Jamity aforesaid. 

Approved, March 7, 1794. 


An Act making appropriations for the supporl of Go- 
vernment, for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, for defraying the expen- 
diture of the Civil List of the United States, for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, 
together with the incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the several departments and offices 
thereof; and for making good deficiencies for the 
support of the Civil List Mstablishment; for aid- 
ing the fund appropriated for the paymeut of cer- 
tain officers of the courts, jurors, and wilnesses ; 
for the support of light-houses, and for other pur- 
poses, there be appropriated a sum of money not 
exceeding five hundred and twenty-one thousand 
four hundred and forty-seven dollars and twenty- 
four cents ; that is to say: 

For the compensations granted by law to the 
President and Vice President of the United States, 

| thirty thousand dollars : 

For the like compensations to the members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, their 
officers and attendants, estimated for a session of 
six months continuance, one hundred and eighty- 
five thousand, eight hundred and ninety dollars: 

For the expenses of firewood, stationery, printing- 
work, and all other contingent expenses of the two 
Houses of Congress, teu thousand dollars: 

For the compensations granted by law to the 
Chief Justice, Associate Judges, District Judges, 
and Attorney General, forty-three thousand two 
hundred dollars: 

For defraying the expense of clerks of courts, 
jurors, and witnesses, in aid of the fund arising 
from fines, forfeitures and penaltics, twelve thou- 
sand dollars : 

For defraying the expenses of prosecutions for 
offences against the United States, and for the safe- 
keeping of prisoners, four thousand dollars : 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, 
clerks, and persons employed in his office, six 
thousand eight hundred dollars : 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other 
contingent expenses in the office of the Secretary 
of State, including the expense which will attend 


the publication of the Laws of the first session of 
the Third Congress, and for printing an edition of 
the same, to be distributed, according to law, two 
thousand and sixty-one dollars, and sixty-seven 
cents: 

For making good a deficiency in the appropria- 
tion for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, for extra-services of clerks, in the 
office of the Secretary of State, in preparing do- 
euments for Congress, snd tor an index to the 
Laws of the Second Congress, eight hundred 
dollars : 

For compensation to the Seeretary of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, aud persons employed in his office, 
seven thousand cight hundred and fifty dollars: 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other 
coulingent expenses in the office of the Sceretary 
of the Treasury, five hundred dollars : 

For compensation to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, clerks, and persons employed in his of- 
fice, ten thousand two hundred dolars : 

For expense of stationery, priuting, and all other 
contingent expenses in the Compltroller’s office, 
eight hundred dollars : 

For compensation to the Treasurer, clerks, and 
persons employed in his office, four thousand onc 
hundred dollars : 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, print- 
ing, and other contingencies in the Treasurers 
offiee, four hundred dollars : 

For compensation to the Auditor of the ‘T'reasu- 
ry, clerks, and persons employed in his office, ten 
thousand four hundred and fifty dollars: 

For expense of stationery, printing, and other 
contingent expenses in the Auditors office, five 
hundred dollars : 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the 
Revenne, clerks, and persons employed in his office. 
six thousand one hundred and Gifty dollars : 

For the expenses of stationery, printing, and 
other contingent expenses in the office of the 
Commissioner, three hundred dollars : 

For compensation to the Register of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
fifteen thousand dollars : 

For the expenses of stationery, printing, snd 
other contingent expenses in the Register’s office, 
(including books for the public stocks) two thou- 
sand dollars: 

For the payment of rent for the several houses 
employed in the Treasury Department, one thou- 
sand five hundred and ninety-six dollars and sixty- 
six cents: 

For wood and candles in the several offices of 
the Treasury Department (except the ‘Treasurer's 
office) one thousand two hundred dollars : 

For compensation to the several Loun Olfcers, 
thirteen thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For detraying the expenses of the several Loan 
Offices, for siationery and clerk hire, between the 
first day of March, and the thirty-first day of De- 
cember, one thousand seven hundred and niuety- 
three inclusive, the sum of seventeen thousand 
three hundred and sevety-seven dollars and seven- 
ty-five eents: 


For compensation to the Secretary of War, 
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clerks, and persons employed in his office, seven 
thousand and fifty dollars: 

For expenses of firewood, stationery, printing, 
and other contingent expenses in the office of the 
Secretary of War, eight hundred dollars: 

For making good a deficiency in the appropria- 
tion of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, for contingent expenses in this office, 
two hundred and five dollars and seventy-six cents : 

For compensation to the Accountant in the War 
Department, and clerks in his office, four thousand 
seven hundred dollars : 

For contingent expenses in the office of the Ac- 
countant to the War Department, four hundred 
dollars : 

For compensation to the following officers of the 
Mint; the Director, two thousand dollars; the As- 
sayer, onc thousand five hundred dollars ; the Chief 
Coiner, one thousand five hundred; the Engraver, 
one thousand two hundred dollars; the Treasurer, 
one thousand two hundred dollars; three clerks, at 
five hundred dollars each, one thousand five hun- 
dred dollars : 

For defraying the expenses of workmen, for the 
year onc thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, 
three thousand three hundred and ciglity-five 
dollars: 

For the several expenses of the Mint, including 
the pay of a Refiner, when employed, for gold, sil- 
ver, and copper, and for the completion of the 
melting furnaces, two thousand seven hundred 
dollars : 

For replacing a sum of money advanced at the 
Bank of the United States, for the purpose of an 
importation of copper, to be coined at the Mint, ten 
thousand dollars : 

For defraying the expenses of copper purchased 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-thyee, seven thousand three hundred and fifty 
dollars: 

For the purchase of copper in the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four, seven thou- 
sand three hundred and fifty dollars: 

Por compensatious te the Governors, Seercta- 
rics, and Judges of the Territory Northwest, and 
the Territory South of the River Ohio, ten thon- 
sand three hundred dollars : | 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, ie 
patents for lands, and other contingent expenses j 
in both of the said Territories, seven hundred | 
dollars : 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by 
the late Government, two thousand three hundred j 
and sixty-seven dollars and seventy-three cents: 

For payment of the annual allowance granted 
by Congress to Baron Steuben, two thousand five 
hundred dollars: 

For the annual allowance to the widow and or- 
phan children of Colonel John Harding, and to the 
orphan children of Major Alexander ‘Trueman, by 
the act of Congress of the twenty-seventh of Fe- 
bruary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, seven hundred and fifty dollars: 

For arrearages of pension duc to the widow and 
orphan children of Colonel John Harding, and to 
the orphan children of Major Alexander Trueman, 


to the thirty first of December, one thousand seven 

hundred and nincty three, six hundred and seven- 

ty-five dollars: 

For the annual allowance for the education of 
Hugh Mercer, son of the late Major General Mer- 
cer, four hundred dollars : 

For the maintenance and repair of light-houses, 
beacons, piers, stakes, and buoys, twenty thousand 
dollars : 

To make good a deficiency in the appropriation 
of the year one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-two, for the maintenance and repair of light- 
houses, beacons, piers, stakes, and buoys, four 
thousand dollars : 

For the purchase of hydrometers, for the use of 
the Officers of the Customs, and Inspectors of the 
Revenue, one thousand five hundred dollars: 

For a balance stated by the Auditor of the Trea- 
sury, to be due to the estate of the late Major Gen- 
cral Greene, pursuant to the act of Congress, of 
the twenty-scventh of February, one thousand 
seven hundred and nincty-two, to indemnify the 
said estate for a certain bond entered into by him, 
during the late war, in which is included interest 
duc on the bonds from their dates, to the twelfth 
of April, onc thousand seven hundred and ninety 
three, thirty-three thousand one hundred and 
eighty-seven dollars and sixty-seven cents: 

For defraying the expense incident to the stating 
and printing the public accounts, for the year one 
thousand seven hundred and nincty-three, eight 
hundred dollars: 

For the payment of such demands, not other- 
wise provided for, as shall have been duly allowed 
by the officers of the Treasury, five thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sev- 
eral appropriations herein before made, shall be 
paid and discharged out of the funds following, to 
wit: 

First. The sum of six hundred thousand dollars, 
reserved by the act making provision for the Debt 
of the United States. 

Secondly. The surplus of revenue and income 
beyond the appropriations heretofore charged 
thereupon, to the end of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four. 

Approved, March 14, 1794. 

An Act making further provision for the expenses at- 
tending the intercourse of the United States with 
foreign nations ; and further Lo continue in force the 
act, entitled “ An act providing the means of inter 
course between the United States and foreign na- 
tions.” 

Be it enacted de, That a sum of one million 
of dollars, in addition to the provision heretofore 
made, be appropriated, to defray any expenses 
which may be incurred, in relation to the inter- 
course between the United States and foreign na- 
tions, to be paid out of any moneys which may be 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated and 
to be applied under the direction of the President 
of the United States, who, if necessary, is hereby 
authorized to borrow the whole, or auy part of 
the said sum of one million of dollars; an account 
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of the expenditure whereof, as soon as may be, 
shall be laid before Congress. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
act, entitled “ An act providing the means of in- 
tercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations,” passed the first day of July, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety, together with the 
second section of the act, entitled “ An act to con- 
tinue in force, for a limited time, and to amend 
the act, entitled ‘An act providing the means of 
intercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations,’” passed the ninth day of February, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, shall be 
continued in force for the term of one year from 
the passing of this act, and from thence until the 
end of the next session of Congress thereafter hold- 
en, and no longer. 

Approved, March 20, 1794. 


An Act authorizing a Loan of one million of dollars. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized and 
empowered to borrow, on the credit of the United 
States, if, in his opinion, the publie service shall 
require it, a sum not exceeding one million of dol- 
lars, at an interest not exceeding five per centum 
per annum, reimbursable at the pleasure of the 
United States, to be applied to such public pur- 
poses as are authorized by law, and to be repaid 
out of the duties on imports and tonnage to the 
end of the present year; and that it shall be law- 
ful for the Bank of the United States, and the said 
Bank hereby is authorized and empowered, to make 
the Loan aforesaid. 

Approved, March 20, 1794. 


An Act to provide for the defence of certain ports and 
harbors in the United States. 


Be it enacted, &e., That the following ports and 
harbors be fortified, under the direction of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, and at such time or 
times as he may judge necessary, to wit: Port- 
land, in the District of Maine; Portsmouth, in the 
State of New Wampshire; Gloucester, Salem, 
Marblehead, and Boston, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts; Newport, in the State of Rhode Island; 
New London, in the State of Connecticut; New 
York; Philadelphia; Wilmington, in the State of 
Delaware; Baltimore, in the State of Maryland; 
Norfolk and Alexandria, in the State of Virginia; 
Cape Fear River and Ocracocke Inlet, in the State 
of North Carolina; Charleston and Georgetown, 
in the State of South Carolina; and Savannah and 
St. Mary’s in the State of Georgia. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States 
to employ, as garrisons in the said fortifications, 
or any of them, such of the troops on the Military 
Establishment of the United States as he may 
yucge necessary ; and to cause to be provided one 
hundred cannon, of a calibre each to carry a ball 
of thirty-two pounds weight, and one hundred 
other cannon, of a calibre each to carry a ball of 
twenty-four pounds weight, together with the car- 


riages and implements neeessary for the same, and 
carriages with the necessary implements for one 
hundred and fifty other cannon, with two hundred 
and fifty tons of cannon shot. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States 
to receive from any State (in behalf of the United 
States) a cession of the lands on which any of the 
fortifications aforcsaid, with the necessary build- 
ings, may be erceted, or intended to be erected ; or, 
where such cessions shall not be made, to pur- 
chase such lands on behalf of the United States: 
Provided, That no purchase shall be made where 
such lands are the property of a State. 

Approved, March 20, 1794. 


An Act making appropriations for ihe support of the 
Military Establishment of the Uniled Siates for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 


Be it enacted, £c., That, for the support of the 
Military Establishment of the United States, for 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four—for repairs, and articles directed to be made 
and purchased by the President of the United 
States; for invalid pensioners; for fortifying cer- 
tain ports and harbors; and for the purchase of 
cannon, implements, and shot—there be appropri- 
ated a sum of moncy not exceeding one milhon 
six hundred and twenty-nine thousand nine hun- 
dred and thirty-six dollars and one cent, that is 
to say: 

For the pay of the Legion of the United States, 
three hundred and three thousand six hundred and 
eighty-four dollars. 

For subsistence, three hundred and twelve thou- 
sand five hundred and sixty-seven dollars and 
seventy-five cents. 

For forage, thirty-one thousand six hundred and 
thirty-two dollars. 

For clothing, one hundred and twelve thousand 
dollars. i 

For equipments for the cavalry, seven thousand 
three hundred and fourteen dollars and five cents. 

For horses for the cavalry, sixteen thousand 
dollars. 

j For bounty to the soldiers, five thousand dol- 
ars. 

For the Hospital Department, twenty thousand 
dollars. 

For the Ordnance Department, six thousand 
seven hundred and fifteen dollars and thirty-two 
cents. 

For defensive protection of the fronticrs, onc 
hundred and thirty thousand dollars. 

For the Indian Department, fifty thousand dol- 
lars. 

For the Quartermaster’s Department, one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars. 

For contingencies of the War Department, thir- 
ty thousand dollars. 

For repairs, and articles directed to be made 
and purchased by the President of the United 
States, two hundred and two thousand seven huu- 
dred and eighty-three dollars and thirly-four cents, 
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For invalid pensioners, eighty thousand two 
hundred and thirty-nine dollars and fifty-five cents. 

For fortifying certain ports and harbors of the 
United States, and purchasing the lands necessary 
for the erection of the same, seventy-six thousand 
dollars. 

For the purchase of cannon, implements, and 
shot, ninety-six thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several 
appropriations hereinbefore made shall be paid and 
discharged out of the funds following, to wit: first, 
the surplus of the sum of six hundred thousand 
dollars, reserved by the act “ making provision for 
the Debt of the United States,” and which will ac- 
crue during the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-fonr ; secondly, the surplus of revenue 
and income beyond the appropriations heretofore 
charged thereupon, to the end of the year onc 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four; and, 
thirdly, the surplus which may remain unexpended 
of the moneys appropriated for the use of the War 
Department, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-three. 

Approved, March 21, 1794. 


An Act to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade from 
the United States to any foreign place or country, 


Be it enacted, &c., That no citizen or citizens 
of the United States, or forcigner, or any other 
person, coming into, or residing within, the same, 
shall, for himself, or any other person whatsoever, 
either as master, factor, or owner, build, fit, equip, 
load, or otherwise prepare, any ship or vessel, with- 
in any port or place of the said United States, nor 
shall cause any ship or vesscl to sail from any port 
or place within the same, for the purpose of carry- 
ing on any trade or traffic in slaves to any fo- 
reign country; or for the purpose of procuring 
from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, the 
inhabitants of such kingdom, place, or country, to 
be transported to any foreign country, port, or 
place whatever, to be sold or disposed of as slaves. 
And if any ship or vessel shall be so fitted out as 
aforesaid, for the said purposes, or shall be caused 
to sail, so as aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, 
her tackle, furniture, apparel, and other appurte- 
nances, shall be forfeited to the United States, and 
shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted, and con- 
demned, in any of the Cireuit Courts or District 
Court for the District where the said ship or ves- 
sel may be found and seized. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all and 
every person, so building, fitting out, equipping, 
loading, or otherwise preparing, or sending away, 
any ship or vessel, knowing or intending that the 
game shall be employed in such trade or business, 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this 
act, or any ways aiding or abetting therein, shall 
severally forfeit and pay the sum of two thousand 
dollars—one moiety thercof to the use of the Unit- 
cd States, and the other moicty thereof to the usc 
of him or her who shall sue for and prosecute the 
same. 

Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
owner, master, or factor of cach and every foreign 


ship or vessel, clearing out for any of the coasts or 
Kingdoms of Africa, or suspected to be intended 
for the slave trade, and the suspicion being de- 
clared to the officer of the customs, by any citizen, 
on oath or affirmation, and such information being 
tò the satisfaction of the said officer, shall first 
give bond, with sufficient suretics, to the Treasurer 
of the United States, that none of the natives of 
Africa, or any other foreign country or place, 
shall be taken on board the said ship or vessel, to 
be transported or sold as slaves, in any other fo- 
reign port or place whatever, within nine months 
thereafter. , 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, if any 
citizen or citizens of the United States shall, con- 
trary to the truc intent and meaning of this act, 
take on board, receive, or transport, any such per- 
sons as above described in this act, for the purpose 
of selling them as slaves, as aforesaid, he or they 
shall forfeit and pay, for cach and every person so 
received on board, transported, or sold, as afore- 
said, the sum of two bundred dollars, to be reco- 
vered in any Court of the United States, proper to 
try the same—the one moiety thereof to the use 
of the United States, and the other moiety to the 
use of such person or persons who shall sue for 
and prosecute the same. 

Approved, March 22, 1794. 


‘ 
An Act. to provide a Naval Armament. 


Whereas, the depredations committed by the 
Algerine corsairs on the commerce of the United 
States render it necessary that a Naval Force 
should be provided for its protection : 

Sro. 1. Be it therefore enacted, £c., That the 
President of the United States be authorized to 
provide by purchase, or otherwise equip and em- 
ploy, four ships to carry forty-four guns each, and 
two ships to carry thirty-six guns cach. 

Sno. 2. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be employed on board each of the said ships 
of forty-four guns, one captain, four lieutenants, 
onc licutentant of marines, one chaplain, one sur- 
geon, and two surgeon’s mates; and in each of 
the ships of thirty-six guns, one captain, three 
lieutenants, one lieutenant of marines, one surgeon, 
and one surgcon’s mate, who shall be appointed 
and commissioned in like manner as other officers 
of the United States are. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be employed in each of the said ships, the 
following warrant officers, who shall be appointed 
by the President of the United States, to wit : one 
sailing-master, one purser, onc boatswain, one 
gunner, one sailmaker, one carpenter, and eight 
midshipmen ; and the following petty officers, 
who shall be appointed by the captains of the 
ships respectively, in which they are to be em- 
ployed, viz: two master’s mates, onc captain’s 
clerk, two bostswaiu’s mates, one coxswain, one 
sail-maker’s mate, two gunner’s mates, one yeo- 
man of the gun room, nine quarter gunners (and 
for the four larger ships) two additional quarter- 
gunners, two carpenter's mates, one armorer, one 
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steward, one cooper, one master-at-arms, and onc 
cook, 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
crews of each of the said ships of forty-four guns 
shall consist of one hundred and fifty-seainen, one 
hundred and three midshipmen and ordinary sea- 
men, one sergeant, one corporal, one drum, one 
fife, and fifty marines: And that the crews of 
each of the said ships of thirty-six guns shall con- 
sist of one hundred and thirty able seamen and 
midshipmen, ninety ordinary seamen, one ser- 
geant, two corporals, one drum, one fife, and forty 
marines, over and above the olficers herein before 
mentioned. 

Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be, and he is hereby 
empowered, to provide by purchase or other- 
wise, in lieu of the said six ships, a naval force, 
not exceeding in the whole, that by this act di- 
rected, so that no ship thus provided shall carry 
less than thirty-two guns; or he may so provide 
any proportion thereof, which, in his discretion, he 
may think proper. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
pay and subsistence of the respective commis- 
sioned and warrant officers, be, as follows: A cap- 
tain, seventy-five dollars per month, and six ra- 
tions per day: a lieutenant, forty dollars per 
month, and three rations per day: a lieutenant of 
marines, twenty-six dollars per month, and two 
rations per day; a chaplhin, forty dollars per 
month, and two rations per day; a sailing-master, 
forty dollars per month, and two rations per day ; 
a surgeon, fifty dollars per month, and two ra- 
tions per day; a surgeon’s mate, thirty dollars per 
month, and two rations per day; a purser, forty 
dollars per month, and two rations per day; 
a boatswain, fourteen dollars per month, and two 
rations per day; a gunner, fourteen dollars per 
month, and two rations per day; a sail-maker, 
fourteen dollars per month, and two rations per 
day; a carpenter, fourteen dollars per month, and 
two rations per day. 

Suc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
pay to be allowed to the petty officers, midship- 
men, seamen, ordinary seamen, and marines, shall 
be fixed by the President of the United States : 
Provided, That the whole sum to be given for the 
whole pay aforesaid, shall not exceed twenty- 
seven thousand dollars per month, and that each 
of the said persons shall be entitled to one ration 

er day. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the ra- 
tion shall consist of, as follows: Sunday, one 
pound of bread, one pound and a half of beef, 
and half a pint of rice: Monday, one pound of 
bread, one pound of pork, half a pint of peas or 
beans, and four ounces of cheese: ‘Tuesday, one 
pound of bread, one pound and a half of beef, 
and one pound of potatoes or turnips, and pud- 
ding: Wednesday, one pound of bread, two 
ounces of butter, or, in lieu thereof, six ounces of 
molasses, four ounces of cheese, and half a pint of 
rice: Thursday, one pound of bread, one pound 
of pork, and half a pint of peas or beans: 
Friday, one pound of bread, one pound of salt fish, 


two ounces of butter, or one gill of oil, and 
one pound of potatoes: Saturday, one pound of 
bread, one pound of pork, half a pint of peas or 
beans, and four ounces of cheese. 
shall also be allowed one half pint of distilled 
spirits per day, or, in licu thereof, one quart of 
beer per day to each ration. 


And there 


Suc. 9. Provided always, and be at further 
enacle?, Thal if a peace shall take place between 
the United States and the Regency of Algiers, that 
no further proceedings be had under this act. 

Approved, March 27, 1794. 


An Act allowing to Major General Lafayette his Pay, 
and Emoluments, while in the service of the United 
States, 


Be it enacted, &c., That there be allowed to Ma- 


jor General Lafayette the sum of twenty-four thou- 


sand four hundred and twenty-four dollars, being 
the amount of the pay and emoluments of a Ma- 


jor General during the time he was in the service 


of the United States, and that the same be paid 
out of any moneys which may be in the Treasury, 
and not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved March 27, 1794. 


An Act to provide for the Erecting and Repairing of 
Arsenals and Magazines, aud for other put poses. 
Sec. 1. Be it enacted dc, That, for the safe 

keeping of the military stores there shall be es- 

tablished, under the direction of the President of 
the United States, three or four Arsenals with 
magazines, as he shall judge most expedient, in 
such places as will best accommodate the dilfer- 
ent parts of the United States. Wither or both 
of the Arsenals heretofore used at Springfield 
and Carlisle, to be continued as part of the said 
number, at his discretion: Provided, That none 
of the said Arsenals be erected until purchases of 
the land necessary for their accommodation be 
made, with consent of the Legislature of the 

State in which the same is intended to be 

erected, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be established at each of the aforesaid Arse- 
nals a National Armory, in which shall be em- 
ployed one superintendent, and one master-armo- 
rer (who shall be appointed by the President of the 
United States) and as many workmen as the Secre- 
tary for the Department of War shall, from time to 
time, deem necessary, so that the whole number at 
all the Armories shall not execcd one hundred. 
And the said superintendents shall cach receive as 
a compensation, seventy dollars per month, and 
the said master-armorers cach, fifty dollars per 
month. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be employed an officer, whose duty it shall be 
(under the direction of the Department of War) 
to superintend the receiving, safe-keeping, and 
distribution of the military stores of the Uni- 
ted States, and to call to account all persons to 
whom the same may be entrusted; he shall re- 
ceive, for his compensation, at the rate of one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars per month, and 
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shall be appointed by the President of the United 
States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That a sum 
not exceeding fifty-nine thousand dollars be ap- 
propriated for the erecling and repuiring of the 
Arsenals and Mayaziues aforesaid, and a sum not 
excecding twenty-two thousand cight hundred 
and sixty-five dollars, for defraying the expense 
of the National Armories for one year; and the 
further sum of three hundred and forty thousand 
dollars to be applied under the direction of the 
President of the United States, in the purchase 
of arms, ammunition, and military stores; which 
said several sums shall be paid out of the duties 
on imports and tonnage, to the end of the present 

ear. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That an an- 
nual account of the expenses of the National 
Armories be laid before the Legislature of the 
United States, together with an account of the arms 
made and repaired therein. 

Approved, April 2, 1794. 


An Act transferring, for a limited time, the Jurisdiction 
of Suits and Offences from the District to the Cii cuit 
Court of New Hampshire, and assigning certain du- 
ties in respect to Invalid Pensioners, to the Attorney 
of said District. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, dc., That all actions com- 
menced, or pending, in the District Court of New 
Hampshire, be removed to the next Circuit Court 
to be holden in that District, there to be tried and 
determined, in the same manner, as if the cogni- 
zance of such actions had been originally given 
to the said Circuit Court: And the said Circuit 
Court is hereby vested with the cognizance of all 
actions, crimes, and offences, by the laws now in 
force, cognizable in the said Distriet Court, and 
with all the powers and authorities of the said 
District Court; and any Judge of the Supreme 
Court of the United States is authorized to do 
and perform all the duties, by any law of the 
United States enjoined upon the said District 
Judge, except as is hereinafter provided ; the fees 
to be the same as in the District Court, in all such 
cases. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the duties 
enjoined the District Judges, by the act “to regu- 
late the claims to invalid pensions,” be, and the 
same are hereby transferred, as far as relates to the 
District of New Hampshire, to the Aftorney of the 
said District, whose duty it shall be to perform the 
same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue in force until the end of the next 
session of Congress, or until a new District Judge 
be appoiuted in that District, and no longer. 

Approved, April 3, 1794. 

An Act to authorize the President of the United States 
in certain cases, to alter the place for holding a ses- 
sion of Congress. 

Be it enacted, d&c, That, whenever the Con- 
gress shall be about to convene, and, from the 
prevalence of contagious sickness, or the exist- 


ence of other circumstances, it would, in the opin- 
ion of the President of the United States, be 
hazardous to the lives or health of the members 
to meet at the place to which the Congress shall 
then stand adjourned, or at which it shall be next 
by law to meet, the President shall be, and he 
hereby is authorized, by proclamation, to convene 
the Congress at such other place as he may judge 
proper. 
Approved, April 3, 1794. 


An Act to provide for placing Buoya on certain rocks 
off the Harbor of New London, and in Providence 
River, and other places. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, œc., That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be authorized and directed to 
cause to be placed Buoys on the rocks called 
Black Ledge, or Southwest Ledge, Goshen Reef, 
Bartlet?s Reef, and Race Rock, off the harbor of 
New London, in the State of Connecticut, at an 
expense not to exceed the sum of twelve hun- 
dred dollars; and to cause to be erected a Beacon, 
and to be placed two Buoys, in the harbor of 
Portsmouth, in the State of New Hampshire, at 
an expense not to exeeed the sum of three hun- 
dred dollars: And, likewise, to cause to be placed 
iu Providence river, in the State of Rhode Island, 
and in Savannah river, in the State of Georgia, 
and at the mouth of the same, Buoys, not exceed- 
ing ten in number, for each river, and at un expense 
not to exceed the sum of five hundred dollars for 
each; the same to be placed in such parts of the 
said rivers as he may judge most advantageous for 
the navigation thereof respectively. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there 
be appropriated and paid out of the moneys arising 
from the duties on imports and tonnage, the sum of 
two thousand five hundred dollars for the purpose 
aforesaid. 

Approved, April 5, 1794. ` 


An Act limiting the time for presenting Claims for de- 
stroyed Certificates, of certain descriptions. 

Be it enacied, d'c., That all claims for the re- 
newal of certificates of the unsubscribed Debt of 
the United States, of the descriptions commonly 
called “ Loan Office Certificates” or “ Final Settle- 
ments,” which may have been accidentally destroy- 
ed, shall be forever barred and precluded from set- 
tlement or allowance, unless the same shall be 
presented at the Treasury, on or before the first 
day of June, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-five. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no claim 
shall be allowed for the renewal of Loan Office 
certificates destroyed before the fourth day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
nine, unless the destruction of the sume was ad- 
vertised, secording to the resolution of Congress, 
of the 10th day of May, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty; or, before that time, was notified 
to the office from which the same was issued, nor 
shall claims be allowed for the renewal of Loan 
Office certificates, destroyed on or after the said 
fourth day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
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and eighty-nine, nor of final settlement certificates, 
destroyed. at any time, unless the destruction of the 
same was so fur made public, as to be known to, at 
least, two credible witnesses, soon after it hap- 
pened, and shall have been before the presentation 
of the claim, as hereinafter provided, advertised for, 
at least, six weeks successively, in some one of the 
newspapers of the State in which the destruction 
happened, and also in some one of the newspapers 
of the State in which the certificate issued, if that 
was another State; the advertisement or advertise- 
ments, in such case, expressing, with as much 
precision as possible, the number, date, and amount, 
of the certifieate alleged to have been destroyed, 
and the name of the person to whom the same was 
issued, together with the time when, the place 
where, and the means by which, the same was 
destroyed. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all 


claims for the renewal of destroyed certificates, of 


either of the descriptions aforesaid, not precluded 
by this act, shall be receivable, with the evidence in 
support of the same, by the Auditor of the Trea- 
sury, until the said first day of June, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, and shall, by the ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury, be duly examined ; 
and, if satisfactorily supported, the claimants shall 
be entitled to receive certificates of registered Debt, 
equal to the specie value of the Loan Office or final 
settlement certificates so proved to have been 
destroyed. 
- Approved, April 21, 1794. 


An Act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the following be es- 
tablished as post roads, namely: From Passama- 
quoddy, in the district of Maine, to St. Mary’s, 
in Georgia, by the following route, to wit: From 
Passamaquoddy, through Machias, Gouldsborough, 
Sullivan, Trenton, Bluchill, Penobscot, Frankfort, 
Belfast, Ducktrap, Camden, Thomaston, Warren, 
Waldoborough, Bristol, Nobleborough, Newcastle, 
Wiscassett, Bath, Brunswick, North Yarmvuuth, 
Portland, Biddeford, Wells, York, Portsmouth, 
Newburyport, Ipswich, Salem, Boston, Worcester, 
Brookfield, Springfield, Hartford, Middletown, 
New Haven, Stratford, Fairfield, Norwalk, Stam- 
ford, New York, Newark, Elizabeth-Town, Bridge- 
town, Woodbridge, Brunswick, Princeton, "Trenton, 
Bristol, Philadelphia, Chester, Wilmington, Chris- 
tiana, Elkton, Charlestown, Havre de Grace, Hart- 
ford, Baltimore, Bladensburg, Washington, George- 
town, Alexandria, Colchester, Dumfries, Freder- 
icksburg, Bowling Green, Hanover Court House, 
Richmond, Petersburg, Goldson’s, Warrenton, Lew- 
isburg, Raleigh, Averysborough, Fayetteville, 
Lumberton, Cheraw Court House, Camden, Co- 
lumbia, Edgefield Court House, Augusta and 
Waynesborough, to Savannah, and thence by 
Newport-bridge and Saint Savilla, to the town of 
Saint Mary’s. From Portland, by New Glouces- 
ter, Green, Monmouth, Winthrop, and Hallow- 
hill Courthouse, to Pittstown, on the river Kenne- 
beck, From Portsmouth, by Exeter, Chester, 


Amherst, Keene, and Walpole, to Charlesiown.— 
From Chester, by Concord, and Plymouth, to 
Haverhill. From Exeter to Hampton Falls.— 
From Salem to Gloucester. From Salem to Mar- 
blehead. From Boston to Plymouth, Sandwich, 
and Falmouth; and from Falmouth to Edgar- 
town, on Martha’s Vineyard. From Sandwich to 
Barnstable and Yarmouth. From Boston to Taun- 
ton and New Bedford, and thence to Nantucket. 
From Boston, to Hartford, in Connceticut, by 
Dedham, Mendon, and Pomfret. From Boston to 
Keene. From Boston, through Andover and Iay- 
erhill, to Chester. From Taunton to Providence ; 
and from Taunton, by Dighton and Somerset, to 
Warren. Frou New Bedford to Newport. From 
Boston, by Providence, Norwich, New London, 
Saybrook, and Guilford, to New Haven. From 
Newport, by Bristol and Warren, to Providence. 
From Newport, by East Greenwich, to Provi- 
dence. From Newport, by Westerly and Ston- 
ington Point, to New London. From Springfield, 
by North Hampton, Greenfield, Brattleborough, 
Westminister, Charlestown, Windsor, Hanover, 
and Ilaverhill, to Newbury. From Springfield, 
by Stockbridge, to Kinderhook. From Brook- 
field, by North Hampton, Pittsfield, and New Leb- 
anon, to Albany. From Hartford, by New Hart- 
ford, through Norfolk, Canaan, Sheffield, and Hills- 
dale, to the city of Hudson. From Hartford to 
Norwich. From Hartford, by Middletown, to 
New London. From Hartford, by Farmington, 
Harwinton, Litchfield, New Milford, Newton, 
Danbury, Ridgefield, Poundridge, Salem, North 
Castle, and White Plains, to New York. From 
New York, by Peekskill, Fishkill, Poughkeepsie, 
Rhinebeck, Red Hook, Clermont, Hudson, and 
Kinderhook, to Albany. From Albany by Pans- 
ingburg, Bennington, Manchester, Rutland, Mid- 
dlebury, und Vergennes, to Burlington, on Lake 
Champlain, From Rutland to Windsor, in the 
State of Vermont. From Albany, by Schenectady, 
Johnston, Connojoharrie, and Whitestown, to 
Canandorque; and from some convenient point 
in that line, through Cherry Valley, to the Court 
House in Cooper’s town, in the county of Otsego. 
From the city of New York, by the most usual 
route, to Sage Harbor. From Newark or Eliza- 
beth town, by Morristown and Rockaway, to Sus- 
sex Court House, and from thence, by Hackett’s 
town and Morristown, to Elizabeth town or New- 
ark, From Woodbridge to Amboy. From Tren- 
ton, by Allentown, Monmouth Court House, 
Shrewsbury and Spotswood, to Brunswick, and 
from Brunswick by Somerset Court House, New 
Germantown, Pittston, and Memington, to Tren- 
ton. From Philadelphia, by Bethlehem, Easton, 
Sussex Court House, Goshen, Wardsbridge, and 
Kingston, to Rhinebeck. From Bethlehem to 
Reading. From Philadelphia, by Woodbury, 
Sweedsborough, and Salem, to Bridgetown, in 
West New Jersey. From Philadelphia, by Nor- 
tistown, Pottsgrove, Reading, Lebanon, and lar- 
risburg, to Carlisle. From Reading to Lancaster. 
From Philadelphia, by Lancaster, Yorktown, Car- 
lisle, Shippensburg, Chambersburg, Bedford, and 
Greensburg, to Pittsburg. From Pittsburg, by 


1433 


APPENDIX. 


1434 


Acts of Congress. 


Washington, in Pennsylvania, West Liberty, in 
Virginia, and Wheeling, on the Ohio, to Limestone 
and Fort Washington. From Liniestone, by Bour- 
bontown, Lexington, Frankfort, and Harrodsburg, 
to Danville, in Kentucky. From Danville, by 
Bardstown, to Louisville. From Yorktown, in 
Pennsylvania, by Hanover, Petersburg, and Taw- 
ny town, to Fredericktown, in Maryland, and. 
thence to Leesburg, in Virginia, From Wil- 
mington, in the State of Delaware, New Castle, 
Cantwell’s bridge, and Duck Creek, to Dover; 
and, from thence, by Frederica, Millford, Dagg’s- 
borough, Snowhill, Horntown, and Accomack 
Court Mouse, to Northampton Courthouse, and | 
thence, to Norfolk, llampton, or Yorktown, From | 
Philadelphia, by Wilmington, Middletown, War- | 
wick, George town, Oross Roads, Chester town, 
Chester Mills, Easton, Vienna and Salisbury, to | 
Snowhill; and from Snowhill to Princess Ann, | 
and thence to Salisbury ; and from Chestertown 
to Baltimore, at all times, when a stage passes be- 
tween those two places. From RFilkton to War- 
wick. From Harford to Bel Air. From Balti- | 
more to Annapolis, Upper Marlborough, Piscata- 
way, Port Tobacco, Allen’s Fresh, Newport, and 
Chaptico, to Leonard town. From Baltimore to | 
Yorktown, in Pennsylvania. From Baltimore, 
by Frederick town and Ilager’s town, to Cham- 
bersburg. From Hager’s town, by Sharpsburg, 
to Shepherd’s town. From Frederick town, by 
Peterstown, and Montgomery Court House, to 
Georgetown, on the Potomac. From Ilager’s 
town, hy Hancock, Oldtown. Cumberland, Mor- 
ganiown, in Virginia, and Uniontown, in Penn- 
sylvania, to Brownsville, on the Monongahela.— 
Trom Alexandria, by Salisbury, Leesburg, Shep- 
herdstown, Martinsburg, Winchester, Stevens- 
burg, Strasburg, Woodstock, and Rockingham 
Court Touse, to Staunton. From Fredericks- 
burg, by Port Royal, to Tappahannock; thence 


Liberty. From Osberne’s to Bermuda Iundred. 
From Petersburg, by Cabin Point, Sinithficld and 
Suffolk, to Portsmouth and Norfolk. From Smith- 
field, by Southampton Court House to Grenville 
Court House, ‘From Petersburg to Jlalifax, in 
North Carolina, From Goldson’s, by Saint Tain- 
many’s and Mecklenburg Court Louse, to Hai- 
fax Court House, in Virginia. From Suffuik, by 
Edenton, Plymouth, Washington, and Newbern, 
to Wilmington. From Plymouth to Windsor.— 
From Edenton, by Uertford, Nixonton, Sawyer's 
Ferry, in Camden county, to Tndiaa town, in Cur- 
rituck county. From JJalfax to Princeton and 
Murfreesborough, on Mcherrin river, thence to 
Winton, on Chowan river, and thence by the 
bridge on Bennetts creek, to R. Mitchell's, which 
is on the post road from Suffolk to Edenton, From 
Halifax, by Blountsville, Williamston and Dailey’s, 
to Plymouth. From Halifax, by Warrenton, Ox- 
ford, Hillsborough, Martinville, and Salem, to 
Salisbury. From Salisbury, by Cabarras Court 
House, to Charlotte, to return by Iredell Court 
louse to Salisbury. From Salisbury to Fayette- 
ville, to go and return by the following route, al- 
ternately: by Montgomery, Anson, and Rich- 
mond Court Uouses, io Fayetteville, thence by 
Moore and Randolph Court Houses, back to Sal- 
isbury. From Halifax, by Tarborongh and Green- 
ville, ta Washington, and from ‘Larhorough to 
Lewisburg. From Newbern, by Kinston, Waynes- 
borough and Smithfield, to Kaleigh. From Ra- 
leigh, by Chapel JIll, to Wilisborough, and from 
Chapel Hill to Chatharn Court House, From 
Hillsborough, by Person Court House, Caswell 
Court House, and Rockingham Court Louse, to 
Germantown. From Fayetteville to Wilmington ; 
the mail to go alternately by Elizabethtown 
and return by South Washington, the cross roads 
near Duplin Court House and Sampson Court 
House. From Salem, by Bethania, Huntsville, 


across the Rappahannock, to Richmond Court! Rockford, and Wilkes, to Morgantown, in North 
House, Westmoreland Court Ilouse, Kinsale, on | Carolina, and from Morgantown, by Lincolnton, 
Yeocomico, and Northumberland Court House, to | to Pinckney Court House, in South Carolina.— 


Lancaster Court House, thence re-crossing the | 
Rappahannock to Urbana, and from Urbana to 
Gloucester Court House. From Fredericksburg, 
by Culpepper and Orange Court Houses, to Char- | 
lottesville. From Richmond, by New Castle, 
Ayletv’s Warchouse, and Todd’s bridge, to Rap- 
pahannock, From Richmond, by Williamsburg, 
York town and Hampton, to Norfolk. From 
Richmond, by Columbia and Charlottesville, to 
Staunton, thence to Lexington, Fincastle, Mont- 
gomery Court House, Wythe Court House, and 
Abingdon, to Jonesborough, in the territory south- 
west of the Ohio, thence by Greensville, and Jef- 
ferson Court House, to Knoxville. From Staun- 
ton to Bath Court House, thence to the Sweet 
Springs, and thence to Greenbrier Court ILouse. 
From Richmond, by Powhatan Court House, 
Cumberland Court House, Prince Edward Court 
Tlouse, Lynchburg, New London, and Liberty, to 
Fincastle. From Prince Edward Court House, 
by Charlotte Court House, Halifax Court House, 
and Pittsylvania Court House, to Martinsburg, 
and thence to Bethania. From Martinsburg to 


| watchy to Beaufort. 


From Cheraw Court House to Georgelowu.— 
From Camden, by Statesburg, to Charleston. 
From Charleston, by Cvosawatchy, to Sister's 
Ferry, on Savannah river, and thence to the post 
road from Augusta to Savannah, and from Coosa- 
From Columbia, by Orange- 
burg, to Charleston. From Columbia to New- 
bury Court House and Laurens Court Mouse, to 
Greenville Court House. From Mdgefield Court 
House to Cambridge, and thence, by -Abbeville 
Court louse, to Pendleton Court House. From 
Columbia, by Winnsborough, Pinckney Court 
House, Spartan Court House, and Grenville 
Court House, to Washington Court House. From 
Washington Court House, by Pendleton Court 
House, to Iiatton’s ford, on '[ugeloo river; and 
thence by Franklin Court House, Elberton and 
Petersburg, to Washington, in Georgia, From 
Augusta to Washington, thence to Greenborough, 
and thence by the great falls of Ogechee and 
George town, to Augusta. Provided, That, until 
the Postmaster General shall have made provision 
for the regular transportation of the mail from 
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Wheeling to Limestone, the present post-road from 
Abingdon to Danville, in Kentucky, shall be conti- 
nued ; and if such provision cannot be made within 
a reasonable time, then the post-road shall be ex- 
tended from Danville to Frankfort, and Lexington, 
and thence to Washington. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Postmaster General to provide, 
by contract, for the carriage of a mail on any road 
on which a stage-wagon, or other slage-carriage, 
shall he established, on condition that the ex- } 
pense thereof shall not exceed the revenue thence 
arising. 

It shall also be lawful for the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to enter into contracts, for a term not exceed- 
ing eight years, for extending the line of posts, 
and to authorize the persons, so contracting, as a 
compensation for their expenses, to receive, during | 
the continuance of such contracts, at rates not cx- 
ceeding those for like distances established by this 
act, all the postage which shall arise on letters, 
newspapers magazines, pamphlets, and packets, 
conveyed by any such post. And the ruads desig- 
nated in such contracts shall, during the continu- 
ance thereof, be decmed and considered as post- 
roads within the provisions of this act: And a du- 
plicate of every such contract, shall, within sixty 
days after the execution thereof, be lodged in the 
office of the Comptroller of the Treasury of the | 
United States. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be established, at the Seat of Government of 
the United States, a General Post Office; and there 
shall be one Postmaster General, who shall have 
authority to appoint an Assistant and Deputy Post- 
masters at all such places, as he shall find neces- 
sary ; and he shall provide for carrying the mail 
of the United States, by stage carriages or horses, 
as he may judge most expedient; and as often as 
he, having regard to the productiveness thereof, 
as well as other circumstances, shall think proper, 
and defray the expense thereof, with all other ex. 
penses arising on the collection and management 
of the revenue of the Post Office. He shall also 
have power to prescribe such regulations to the 
deputy postmasters, and others employed under 
him, as may be found necessary, and to superin- 
tend the business of the Jepartinent, in all the du- 
ties that are or may be assigned to it, and also to 
direct the route or road, where there are more 
than one, between the places above established, 
which route or road shall be considered as the 
post-road. 

Suc. 4 And be it further enacted, That the 
Postmaster General shall, once in three months, 
obtain from bis deputies the accounts and vouch- 
ers of their receipts and expenditures, and the bal- 
ance due thereon, aud render to the Secretary of 
the Treasury a quarterly account of all the re- 
ceipls and expenditures in the said Department, to 
be adjusted and settled, as other public accounts ; 
and shall pay quarterly into the Treasury of the 
United States, the balance in his hands; and the 
Postmaster General, and his assistants, the Deputy 
Postmasters, and such as they may employ in their 
offices, before they enter upon their cuties, or be 


entiticd to receive the emoluments of their offices, 
and the contractors for carrying the mail, and their 
agents or servants, and all others to whom the 
mail shall be intrusted, before they commence the 
exccution of the said trust, shall, respectively, take 
and subscribe, before some Justice of the Peace, the 
following oath or affirmation, and cause a certificate 
thereof to be filed in the office of the Postinaster 
General :—“ I do swear (or affirm, as the case may 
be,) that I will faithfully perform all the duties re- 
quired of me, and abstain from everything forbid- 
den by the law, in relation to the establishment 
of Post Offices and Post Roads within the United 
States.” 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person should obstruct or retard the passage of the 
inail, or of any horse or carriage carrying the same, 
he shall, upon conviction for every such offence, pay 
a fine of not execeding one hundred dollars; and if 
any ferryman shall, by wilful negligence or refusal 
to transport the mail across any ferry, delay the 
same, he shall forfeit and pay, for each half hour 
that the same shall be so delayed, a sum not ex- 
ceeding ten dollars. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Postmaster General to give 
public notice, in one or more of the newspapers 
published at the Scat of Government of the United 
States, and in one or more of the newspapers pub- 
lished in the State or States, where the contract 
is to be pertormed, for at least six weeks before 
the entering into any contract for the conveyance 
of the mail, that such contract is intended to be 
made, and the day on which it shall be concluded, 
describing the placcs from; and to which such 
mail is to be conveyed; the time at which it is to 
be made up; the day and hour at which it is to 
be delivered, and the penalty or penalties for non 
performance of the stipulations; he shall, more- 
over, within thirty days after the making of any 
contract, lodge the same, together with the pro- 
posals, which he shall have reccived respecting it, 
m the office of the Comptroller of the Treasury 
of the United States: Provided, That no contract 
shall be entered into for a longer term than four 
years. 

Sec. 7. And beit further enacted, That every De- 
puty Postmaster shall keep an office, in which one 
or more persons shall attend, at such hours as the 
Postmaster General shall direct, for the purpose of 
performing the duties thereof; and all letters, 
brought to any Post Office half an hour before the 
time of making up the mail at such office, shall be 
forwarded thercin, except at such Post Offices, 
where, in the opinion of the Postmaster General, it 
requires more time for making up the mail, and 
which he shall accordingly prescribe ; but this shall 
in no case exceed one hour. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of June next, the Postmas- 
ter Gencral shall be allowed, for his services, at 
the rate of two thousand four hundred dollars per 
annum, his assistant, at the rate of one thousand 
two hundred dollars per annum, and the Postmas- 
ter General shall be allowed four clerks, whose 
compensation shall be regulated in such manner 
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as not to exceed five hundred dollars per annum | are directed to the owner or consignee of the ship 
to cach: All the above inentioned compensations | or vessel, and except also such as are directed to 
to be paid quarterly out of the revenucs of the | be delivered at the port of delivery, to which 
Post Olficc; and no fees or perquisites shall be re- | such ship or vessel may be bound. And it shall 
ceived by any person employed in the general | be the duty of the Collector, or other officer of the 
Post Office, on account of the duties to be per- | port, empowered to receive entries of ships or ves- 
furtncd, in virtue of his appointment. sels, to require from every master or commander 

Suc. Y. And be it further enacted, That the De- | of such ship or vessel, an oath or affirmation, pur- 
puty Postmasters, aud persons authorized by the = that he has delivered all such letters, cx- 


Postmaster General, shall demand and reccive for | cept as aforesaid. 
the conveyance of letters and packets, except such Sue 18. And be it further cnacted, That the 
as are hereinafter excepted, the following rates of | Postmasters, to whom such Ictters may be deliver- 
postage: For every single leller conveyed by land, | ed, shall pay to the master, commander, or other 
not exceeding thirty miles, six cents; over thirty | person, delivering the same, except the commanders 
miles, and not exceeding sixly, eight cents; over | of foreigu packets, two cents for each letter or 
sixty, and not exceeding one hundred, ten cents ; | packet, and shall oblatu froin the person delivering 
over one hundred miles, and not exceeding one | the same, a certificate, specifying the number of 
hundred and fifty, twelve cents and a half; over į letters and packets, with (he name of the ship or 
one hundred and fifty miles, and not exceeding | vessel, and the place from whence she last sailed, 
two hundred, fifteen cents; over two hundred | which certificate, together with a receipt for the 
miles, and not exceeding two hundred and fifty, | money, shall be, with his quarterly accounts, trans- 
seventeen cents; over two hundred and fifty miles, | mitted to the Postmaster General, who shall credit 
and not exceeding three hundred and fifty, twenty | him with the amount. 
cents; over three hundred and fifty miles, and not| Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That if 
oxceeding four hundred and fifty, twenty-two jany person, other than the Postmaster General, 
cents; and more than four hundred and fifty miles, | or his deputies, or persons by them employed, 
twenty-five cents; and for every double letter, | shall be concerned in setting up or maintaining 
double the said rates; for every triple letter, | any foot or horse post, stage wagon, or other stage 
triple; and for every packet, weighing one ounce | carriage, on any established Post Road, or any 
Avoirdupois, at the rate of four single letters; and | packet boat or other vessel, to ply regularly from 
in that proportion for any greater weight, one place to another, between which a regular 
Suc. 10. And be it further enacted, That, for | communication by water, shall be established by 
all letters and packets passing by sea to and from | the United States, and shall receive any letter or 
the United States, or from one port to another | packet, other than newspapers, maguzinvs, or pam- 
therein, in packet boats or vessels, the property of, | phlets, and carry the same, by such foot or horse 
or provided by the United States, postage shall be | post, stage wagon, or other stage carriage, packet 
charged as follows: For every single letter, eight | boat or vessel, (excepting only such letter or let- 
cents; for every double letter, sixteen cents ; for | ters, as may be directed to the owner or owners of 
every triple letter, or packet, twenty-four cents ; | such conveyance, and relating lo the same, or to 
and for every letter or packet brought into the | the person to whom any package or bundle in 
United States, or carried from one port therein to | such conveyance is intended to be delivered,) 
another, by sea, in any private ship or vessel, four | every person so offending shall forfeit, for every 
cents, if delivered at the place where the same | such offence, the sam of fifty dollars : Provided, 
shall arrive; and if directed to be delivered at any | That it shall be lawful for any person to send let- 
other place, with the addition of like postage, as | ters or packets by a special messenger. 
other letters are made subject to the payment of, | Src. 15. And be it further enacted, That the 
by this act. Deputy Postmasters and other agents of the Post- 
Spo. 11. And be it further enacted, That if any | master General, shall duly account and answer to 
Deputy Postmaster, or other person authorized by | him, for all way-letters, which shall come to their 
the Postmaster General to receive the postages of | hands; and for this purpose the post-ridera, and 
letters, shall fraudulently demand or receive any | other carriers of the mail, receiving any way-let- 
rate of postage, or any gratuity or reward, other | ter or letters, (and it shall be their duty to receive 
than is provided by this act, for the postage ofj them, if presented more than two miles from a 
letters or packets, on conviction thereof, he shall | Post Office,) shall deliver the saine, together with 
forfeit, for every such offence, one hundred dollars, | the postage, if paid, at the first Post Office, to 
and shall be rendercd incapable of holding any of- | which they shall afterwards arrive, where lhe 
fice or appointment under the United States. Postmaster shall duly enter the same, and specify 
Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That no | the number and rate or rates in the post-bill, add- 
ship or vessel, arriving at any port within the| ing to the rate of each way-letter one cent, 
United States, where a Post Office is established, | which shall be paid by the Deputy Postmaster, to 
shall be permitted to report, make entry, or break | the mail carrier from whom such way-letter shall 
bulk, until the master or commander shall have | be received ; and that letters, directed to persons 
delivered to the Postmaster, all letters directed to | living between Post Offices, may be delivered, and 
any person or persous, within the United States, the postage thereof duly collected, it shall be the 
which, under his care, or within his power, shall | duty of the carricrs of the mail to take charge of, 
be brought in such ship or vessel, except such as ' and deliver, all such letters as shall, for that pur- 
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pose, be committed to them, by any Deputy Post- 
master, and collect the postage thereof, which 
shall be paid over by such Depnty Postmaster, on 
demand, and for every letter so delivered, the mail 
carrier delivering the same shall be allowed to de- 
mand and receive two cents, to his own use, be- 
gides the ordinary postage; and if any Deputy 
Postmaster, or other agent of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, shall neglect so to account, he or they, so of- 
fending, shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit, for 
every such offence, a sum not exceeding fifty dol- 
lars: Provided, That no mail carriers shall make 
such deliveries at any place not on the Post Road: 
Provided also, That the receipts and delivery of 
letters on the way, between Post Offices, shall not 
be required of the mail carricrs, in cases where, 
in the opinion of the Postmaster General, the time 
or manner of carrying the mail, or the speed of 
conveyance, is incompatible with such receipts aud 
deliveries. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person employed in any of the departments of the 
"General Post Office, shall unlawfully detain, delay, 
or open, any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters, 
with which he shall be intrusted, or which shall 
have come to his possession, and which are intend- 
ed to be conveyed by post; or if any such person 
shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy, any letter or 
packet, intrusted to him, as aforesaid, and which 
shall not contain any security for, or assurance re- 
lating to, money, as hereinafter described, every 
such offender, being thereof duly convicted, shall, 
for every such offence, be fined, not exceeding 
three hundred dollars, or imprisoned, not exceed- 
ing six months, or both, according to the circum- 
stances and aggravations of the offence. And if 
any person, employed as aforesaid, shali secrete, 
embezzle, or destroy, any letter, packet, bag, or 
mail of letters, with which he shall be intrusted, 
or which shall have come to his possession, and 
are intended to be conveyed by post, containing 
any bank note, or bank post bill, bill of exchange, 
warrant of the Treasury of the United Slates, note 
of assignment of stock in the funds, letters of at- 
torney for receiving annuities or dividends, or for 
selling stock in the funds, or for receiving the in- 
terest thereof, or any letter of credit, or note for, 
or relating to the payment of moncy, or any bond 
or warrant, draft, bill, or promissory note, whatso- 
ever, for the payment of moncy; or if any such 
person, employed as aforesaid, shall steal or take 
any of the same, out of any letter, packet, bag or 
mail of letters, that shall come to his possession, 
he shall, on conviction for any such offence, suffer 
death. And if any person, who shall have taken 
charge of the mail of the United States, shall quit 
or desert the same, before his arrival at the next 
Post Office, every such person, so offending, shall 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, for every such offence. And if any per- 
son concerned in carrying the mail of the United 
States, shall collect, receive, or carry, any letter 
or packet, or shall cause or procure the same to 
be done, contrary to this act, every such offender 
shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, a sum 
not exceeding fifty dollars. 


Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person or persons shall rob any carrier of the mail 
of the United States of such mail, or any part 
thereof, such offender or offenders shall, on con- 
viction thereof, suffer death, And if any person 
shall steal the mail, or shall steal and take from 
or out of the mail, or from or out of any Post Office, 
any letter or packet, such person shall, upon con- 
viction, for every such offence, be fined, not ex- 
ceeding three hundred dollars, or imprisoned, not 
exceeding six months, or both, according to the cir- 
cumstances and aggravations of the offence. 

Src. 18. And be it further enactel, That the 
Deputy Postmasters shall, respectively, publish, at 
the expiration of every three months, or oftener, 
when the Postmaster General shall so dircct, in 
one of the newspapers published at or nearest the 
place of his residence, for three successive weeks, 
a list of all the letters remaining in their respect- 
ive offices, or, instead thereof, shall make out a 
number of such lists, and cause them to be posted 
at such public places in their vicinity, as shall 
appear to them best adapted for the information 
of the parties concerned ; and, al the expiration of 
the next three months, shall send such of the said 
letters as then remain on hand as dead letters, to 
the General Post Office, where the same shall be 
opened and inspected; and if any valuable papers 
or matter of consequence, shall be found therein, 
it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to 
cause a descriptive list thereof to be inserted in 
one of the newspapers published at the place most 
convenient to the supposed residence of the owner, 
if within the United States; and such letter, and 
the contents, shall be preserved, to be delivered 
to the person to whom the same shall be address- 
ed, upon payment of the postage, and the expense 
of publication. And if such letter, with its con- 
tents, be not dernanded by the person to whom it 
is addressed, or the owner thereof, or his lawful 
agent, within two years after the advertisement 
thereof, as aforesaid, the said contents shall be ap- 
plied to the use of the United States, until the 
same shall be reclaimed by the proprietor thereof. 
The manner of such application to be specially 
stated by the Postmaster General to the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the 
following Ictters and packets, and no other, shall 
be reccived and conveyed by post, free of postage, 
under such restrictions as are hercinafter pro- 
vided; that is to say, all letters and packcts to or 
from the President or Vice President of the 
United States, and all letters and packets, not ex- 
ceeding two ounces in weight, to or from any 
member of the Senate or House of Representa- 
tives, the Secretary of the Senate or Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, during their actual at- 
tendance in any session of Congress, and twenty 
days after such session ; all letters to and from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, Comptroller, Regis- 
ter, and Auditor of the Treasury, the Treasurer, 
the Secretary of State, the Secretary at War, 
Commissioner of the Revenue, the Postmaster 
General, his Assistant, and Deputies: And the 
Deputy Postmasters shall receive, besides their 
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i parn (their own excepted) which shall be de- 


ivered to the person addressed out of their re- 


Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall counterfeit the handwriting of any 
other person, in order to evade the payment of 
postage, such person or persons so offending, and 

eing thereof duly convicted, shall forfeit and pay, 
for every such offence, the sum of one hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That ever 
printer of newspapers may send one paper to eac 
and every other printer of newspapers within the 
United States, free of postage, under such regula- 
tions as the Postmaster General shall provide. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That all 
newspapers conveyed in the mail shall be under 
cover, open at one end, carried in separate bags from 
the letters, and charged with the payment of one 
cent each, for any distance not more than one hun- 
dred miles, and one cent and a half for any greater 


distance: Provided, That the postage of a single 


newspaper, from any one place to another, in the 
same State, shall not exceed one cent: And that, 
where the mode of conveyance and the size of the 


“ mails will admit of it, magazines and pamphlets 


may be transported in the mail, at one cent per 
sheet for conveyance, any distance not exceeding 


' fifty miles; one and a half cent for any distance 


over fifty miles, and not exceeding one hundred ; 
and two cents per sheet, for any greater distance. 


. And it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gene- 


ral and his deputies, to keep a separate account 


: for the newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets; 
“and the Deputy Postmasters shall receive fifty 
' per cent. on the postage thereof, exclusively of 


& 


their other allowances: And if any letter, memo- 
randum in writing, or other thing, be enclosed in, 
or placed among such newspapers, or if any note 
or memorandum, other than the name of the per- 
son to whom it is addressed, be written upon any 
such newspaper, the letter, memorandum, or other 
thing, so enclosed or placed, and the newspaper 


zog which such memorandum shall be written, 
; shall be detained by the Deputy Postmaster, until 
f asum shall be paid him equal to the postage of 
the whole packet in which they shall be found, 
calculating such postage at the rates established 
¿by this act for letters and packets: And that any 


printer, or other person, who shall conceal a letter, 


-or any memorandum in writing, in a newspaper 


or among any package of newspapers, shall be lia- 


ing fifty dollars: Provided, That the Postmaster 
General, in any contract he may enter into for 
the conveyance of the mail, may authorize the 
person with whom such contract is made, to carry 
newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets, other than 
those carried in the mail. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That the 
Postmaster General be. and he is hereby, author- 
ized to allow to the Deputy Postmasters, respect- 
ively, such commission, on the moneys arising 
from the postage of letters and packets, as he shall 
think adequate to their respective services and 
expenses: Provided, The said commission, shall 
not exceed twenty per cent. to any one deputy, 
except the Postmaster at the port where the Eu- 
ropean packets do or shall arrive, to whom such 
further allowance, in addition to the emoluments 
of his office, shall be made,as the Postmaster Gene- 
ral shall deem a reasonable compensation for his 
extra services, in the receipt and despatch of let- 
ters originally received into his office, from on 
board such packets, and by him forwarded to 
other offices: And except the Deputy Postmaster 
at Burlington, on Lake Champlain, whose com- 
pensation the Postmaster General is hereby au- 
thorized to augment, on account of his extra 
trouble in receiving mails passing to and, from 
Canada, to a sum not exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars per annum: And except certain Deputy Post- 
masters, who ‘are obliged to rise in the night to 
receive mails, whose compensations the Postmas- 
ter General is hereby authorized to increase, not 
exceeding forty per cent. on the amount of mo- 
neys arising on the postage of letters and packets: 
And provided, also, That the compensations afore- 
said shall not exceed one thousand eight hundred 
dollars per annum to any one Postmaster except: 
ing the Deputy Postmaster of Philadelphia, who 
shall be allowed a compensation not exceeding 
the sum of three thousand five hundred dollars a 
year, including all perquisites and emoluments, of 
which a regular account shall be rendered to the 
Postmaster General: And excepting the Deputy 
Postmaster at New York, who shall be'allowed a 
compensation, not exceeding two thousand seven 
hundred dollars a year, including all perquisites 
and emoluments, of whick a regular account shall 
be rendered, as aforesaid: Provided, also, That 
the reasonable charges of the Deputy Postmasters 
for stationery, for cases necessaty for the safe- 
keeping and convenient distribution of letters, and 
for advertising the lists of letters. from time to 
time remaining in their offices, accompanied with 
proper vouchers, shall be admitted by the Post- 
master General, and placed to their credit: And 
there shall also be allowed to the Deputy Post- 
master of Philadelphia, for his extraordinary ex- 
penses, incurred in the execution of his office, un- 
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der the existing law, an additional compensation, 
at the rate of cight hundred and fifty dollars a 
year, to be computed from the first day of July, 
one thousand scven hundred and ninety-two, to 
the first day of June next. 

Src. 24. And be it further enacted, That, if any 
Deputy Postmaster, or other person authorized to 
receive the postage of letters and packets, shall 
neglect or refuse to render his accounts and pay 
over to the Postmaster General the balance by 
him due at the end of every three months, it 
shall bo the duty of the Postmaster General to 
cause a suit to be commenced against the person 
or persons so neglecting or refusing; and if the 
Postmaster General shall not cause such suit to 
be commenced within six months from the end of 
every such three months, the balanees duc from 
every such delinquent shall be charged to and re 
voverable from the Postmaster General. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That all pe- 
cuniary penalties and forfeitures incurred under 
this act, shall be one-half for the use of the per- 
son or persons informing and prosecuting for the 
same, and the other half to the use of the United 
States. 

Sec, 26. And be it further enucted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Postmaster General to make pro- 
vision, where it may be necessary, for the receipt of 
all letters and packets intended to be conveyed by 
any ship or vessel beyond sea, or from any port of 
the United States, to another port therein ; and the 
letters so reccived shall be formed into a mail, 
sealed up, and directed to the Postmaster of the 
port to which such ship or vessel shall be bound. 
And for every ‘letter or packet so received there 
shall be paid, at the time of its reception, a post- 
age of one cent, which shall be for the use of the 
Postmasters respectively receiving the same. And 
the Postmaster Gencral may make arrangements 
with the Postmasters in any foreign country for 
the reciprocal receipt and delivery of letters and 
packets through the post offices. 

Src. 27. And be it further enacted, That the 
Deputy Postmasters and the persons employed in 
the transportation of the mail shall be exempt 
from militia duties, or any fine or penalty for ne- 
glect thereof. 

Src. 28. And be it further enacted, That letter- 
carriers shall be employed at such post offices as 
the Postmaster Generel shall direct for the deli- 
very of letters in the pluces respectively where 
such post offices are established ; and, for the de- 
livery of each such letter, the letter carrier may 
receive of the person to whom the delivery is 
made two cents: Provided, That no letter shall 
be delivered to such letter carricr for distribution 
addressed to any person who shail have lodged at 
the post office a written request that his Ictters 
shall be detained in the office. And, for every 
letter lodged at any post office, not to be carried 
by post, but to be delivered to the place where it is 
so lodged, the Deputy Postmaster shall receive one 
cent of the person to whom il shall be delivered. 

Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall be in force from the first day of June next 

Approved, May 8, 1794. 


_— m 


An Act providing for raising and organizing a ‘Corps 
of Artillerists and Engineers. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the number of seven 
hundred and sixty-four non-commissioned officers, 
privates, and artificers, to serve as privates and 
musicians, shall be engaged for the term of three 
years, by voluntary enlistments; and that the 
proper proportion of commissioned officers shall 
be appointed to command the same. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
afuresaid commissioned and non-commissioned of- 
ficers, privates, artificers, and musicians, shall be 
incorporated with the corps of artillery now in the 
service of the Uuited States, and denomivated the 
corps of artillerists and engiueers, and that the en- 
tire number of the said corps, exclusively of the 
commissioned officers, shall be nine hundred and 
ninety-two, 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the or- 
ganization of the said corps be as herein men- 
tioned, to wit: One Lieutenant Colonel command- 
ant, one Adjutant, one Surgcon—four battalions, 
each to consist of one Major, one Adjutant and 
Paymaster, and one Surgeon’s Mate; and four 
companies, each to consist of one Captain, two 
Lieutenants, two Cadets, with the pay, clothing, 
and rations of a sergeant, four sergeants, four cor- 
porals, forty-two privates, suppers, and miners, and 
ten artificers, to serve as privates, and two musicians. 

Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the ad- 
ditional commissioned officers, non-commissioned 
officers, privates, artificers, and musicians, by this 
act directed to be raised, shall receive the same 
pay and allowances, in all respects, as the troops 
already in the service of the United States; and 
they shall also be governed by the same rules and 
articles of war, which have been, or may be by 
law, established. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of War to provide, 
at the public expense, under such regulations as 
shall be directed by the President of tho United 
States, the neccssary books, instruments, and ap- 
paratus, for the use and benefit of the said corps. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall cause such pro- 
portions of the said corps to serve in the field, on 
the frontiers, or in the fortifications of the sca- 
coast, as he shall deem consistent with the public 
service. 

Approved, May 9, 1794. 


An Act supplementary to “ An act to provide for the 
Defence of certain Ports and Harbors in the United 
States.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That the port and harbor 
of the city of Annapolis be fortified in such 
manner, and at such time or times, as the Presi- 
dent of the United States may direct; and that it 
shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States to employ a garrison in the said fortifica- 
tion, provide cannon and equipments, and receive 
from the State of Maryland a cession of the lands 
ou which the said fortification, and its necessary 
buildings, may be erected, agreeably to the second 
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and third sections of the act to which this is a 
supplement. 
Approved, May 9, 1794. 


An Act for the Remission of the Duties on eleven hogs- 
heads of Coffee which have been destroyed by fire. 


Whereas, eleven hogsheads of coffee were im- 
ported in the brig Jason, from Cape Francois, by 
two French citizens to the port of Norfolk and 
Portsmouth in November Jast, and the duties there- 
on secured to be paid by Messrs. Elliott and Pur- 
viance of the same port: And whereas, the said 
eleven hogsheads of coflee were afterwards on ac- 
count of the same importers shipped to the port of 
Baltimore, and there, in the night of the seventh 
day of January last, destroyed by fire. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the duties paid or pay- 
able to the United Stales on the same cleven hogs- 
heads of coffee be, and the same are hereby remit- 
ted; and it shall be the duly of the Collector of the 
port of Norfolk and Portsmouth to refund the same 
duties, if they have been received. 

Approved, May 9, 1794. 


An Act directing a Detachment from the Militia of the 
United States, 


Be it enacted, &e., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to 
require of the Executives of the several States, to 
take effectual measures, as soon as may be, to or- 
ganize, arm, and equip, according to law, and hold 
in readiness to march at a moment’s warning, the 
following proportions, respectively, of eighty thou- 
sand effective militia, officers included, to wit: 
From the State of Georgia, one thousand three 
hundred and thirty-three; from the State of South 
Carolina, three thousand five hundred and fifty ; 
from the State of North Carolina, seven thousand 
three hundred and thirty-one; from the State of 
Kentucky, one thousand five hundred and thirty- 
two; from the State of Virginia, cleven thousand 
three hundred and seventy-seven; from the State 
of Maryland, five thousand four hundred and 
eighteen; from the State of Delaware, one thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty-six; from the State of 
Pennsylvania, ten thousand seven hundred and 
sixty-cight; from the State of New Jersey, four 
thousand three hundred and eighteen ; from the 
State of New York, seven thousand nine hundred 
and seventy one; from the State of Vermont, two 
thousand one hundred and thirty-nine; from the 
State of Connecticut, five thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-one; from the State of Rhode Island, 
one thousand six hundred and nincty-seven ; from 
the State of Massachusetts, cleven thousand cight 
hundred and eighty-five; and from the State of 
New Hampshire, three thousand five hundred and 
forty-four. 

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That the de- 
tachments of militia aforesaid shall be officered out 
of the present militia officers, or others, at the op- 
tion and discretion of the Constitutional authority 
in cach State respectively. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
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President may, if he judges expedient, authorize 
the Executives of the several States to accept any 
independent corps of eavalry, artillery or infantry, 
as part of the detachments aforesaid, provided 
they shall voluntarily engage as corps in the 
service. 

Sve. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 
militia shall not be compelled to serve a longer 
time, in any one tour, than three months after 
their arrival at the place of rendezvous; and that, 
during the time of their service, besides their pay 
and other allowances, which shall be the same as 
the troops on the Military Establishment of the 
United States, they shall receive at the rate of one 
dollar and sixty-six cents, for clothing, per month, 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be requested to call ou 
the Executives of the Several States, to take the 
most effectual means, that the whole of the militia, 
not comprised within th: foregoing requisition, be 
armed and equipped according to law. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacied, That this act 
shall continue and be in force, fur the space of one 
ycar from the passing thereof, and from thence to 
the end of the next session of Congress, and no 
longer. 

Approved, May 9, 1794. 

An Act to ercel a Light house on the Healland of 
Cape Hatteras; and a Lighted Beacon en Shell 
Castle Island, in the Harbor of Ovracock, in the 
State of North Carolina. 

De it enacted, &¢., That, as soon as the juris- 
diction of so much of the headland of Cape Hat- 
teras, in the State of North Carolina, as the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall deem sufficient 
and most proper for the convenience and accom- 
modation of a light-house shall have been ceded 
to the United States, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to provide, by con- 
tract, which shall be approved by the President of 
the United States, for building a light-house there- 
on, of the first rate, and furnishing the same with 
all necessary supplics, and also to agree for the 
salarics or wages of the person or persons who 
may be appointed by the President for the super 
intendence and care of building said light-house ; 
and the President is hereby authorized te make 
said appointments, That the number and dispo- 
sition of the lights in the said light-house shall be 
such, as may tend to distinguish it from others, 
and, as far as practicable, to prevent mistakes in 
navigators. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the Se- 
eretary of the Treasury be authorized te provide, 
by contract, which shall be approved by the Pre- 
sident of the United States, for building on an 
Island in the harbor of Ocracock, called Shell Cas- 
tle, a lighted beacon, of a wooden frame, fifty-five 
feet high, to be twenty-two fect at the base, and to 
be reduced gradually to twelve fect at the top, 
exclusively of the lantern, which shall be made to 
contain one large lamp with four wicks, and for 
furnishing the same with all necessary supplies: 
Provided, That no such lighted beacon shall be 
erected, until a cession of a sufficient quantity of 
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land on the said Island shall be made to the United | An Act prohibiting for a limited time the exportation 
States by the consent of the Legislature of the of Arms and Ammunition, and encouraging the im 
State of North Carolina. portation of the same. 


SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That sufli-| Be it enacted, &c., That it shall not be lawful to 
cient moneys be appropriated for the erecting and | export from the United States any cannon, mus- 
completing the buildings aforesaid, out of any mO- | kets, pistols, bayonets, swords, cutlasses, musket 
neys heretofore appropriated which may remain | halls, lead, bombs, grenades, gunpowder, sulphur. 
unexpended alter satisfying the purposes for which | or saltpetre; but the exportation of all the fore: 


they were appropriated, or out of any moneys | gaid articles are hereby prohibi - 
which may be in the Treasury not subject to any the Case cae eam y proliibited for endcdn ine 


Deen, May 19 1794. Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That any 
y ’ of the aforesaid articles, excepting such of them 
as may constitute a part of the equipment of 
any vessel, which, during the continuance of this 
prohibition, shall be found on board of any vessel, in 
any river, port, bay, or harbor, within (be territory 
of the United Siates, with an intent to be export- 
ed from the United States to any foreign country, 
shall be forfeited; and in case the value thereof 
shall amount to four hundred dollars, the vessel 
on board of which the same shall be scized, to- 
gether with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
shall also be forfeited: Provided, nevertheless, 
Tbat nothing in this act shall be construed to 
prohibit the removal or transportation of any of 
the articles aforesaid from one port to another port 
within the United States, in any vessel having a 
license as a coasting vessel, the master, agent, or 
owner of which shall have given bond, with one 
or more sufficient suretics, to the Collector of the 
District from which such vessel is about to depart, 
in a sum double the value of such vessel and of 
such of the said articles as may be laden on board 
her, that the said articles shall be relanded and 
delivered in some port of the United States. 

Src. 3. dnd be it further enacted, That if any 
of the articles aforesaid shall, contrary to the pro- 
hibitions of this act, be exported to any foreign 
country, the vessel in which the same sball have 
been exported, together with her tackle, apparel, 
and furniture, shall be liable to forfeiture, and the 
captain or master of such vessel shall forfeit and 
pay a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the custom-house officers, and of all 
persons employed in the collection of the revenue, 
to attend to the execution of this law; and all for- 
feitures and penalties incurred under it shall be 
sued for, prosecuted, adjudged, and distributed, in 
like manner as is provided in the act, entitled * An 


An Act for erecting a Light-house on the Island of Se- 
guin, in the District of Maine, and for erecting a 
Beacon, and placing three Buoys at the entrance of 
Saint Mary’s river, in the State of Georgia. 


Be it enacted, &c., That it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to provide, by con- 
tract, which shall be approved by the President of 
the United States, for building a light-house on 
the Island of Seguin, near the entrance of the river 
Kennebeck, in the District of Maine, (the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts having ceded to the 
United States ten acres of the said Island for that 
purpose,) and to furnish the same with all neces- 
sary supplies ; and also to agree for the salarics or 
wages of the person or persons, who may be ap- 
pointed by the President, for the superintendence 
and care of the same; and the President is hercby 
authorized to make the said appointments; that 
the number or disposition of the light or lights in 
the said light-house, be such as may tend to dis- 
tinguish it from others, as far as is practicable. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sum, 
not exceeding five thousand dollars, be appropri- 
ated for the same, out of any moneys heretofore 
appropriated, which may remain unexpended, af- 
ter satisfying the purpose for which they were 
appropriated, or out of any other moneys which 
may be in the Treasury, not subject to any prior 
appropriations. 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause a beacon to be erected, and three buoys to 
be placed, at the entrance of Saint Mary's river, in 
the State of Georgia, and that a sum, not exceed- 
ing three hundred dollars, be appropriated in like 
manner as the sum for defraying the expenses for 
erecting a light-house on the island of Seguin, is 
appropriated by this act, for the purpose of defray- | act to provide more effectually for the collection 
ing the charges of crecting and placing the same. | of the duties imposed by Jaw on goods, wares, and 

Approved, May 19, 1794. merchandise imported into the United States, and 
on the tonnage of ships and vessels.” 

Sno, 5. And be it further enacted, That all brass 
cannon, moskets, and firelocks, with bayonets 
suited to the same, pistols, swords, cutlasses, mus- 

Be it enacted, &e., That a Circuit Court in any | ket balls, lead, and gunpowder, which shall be 
district, when it shall happen that no Justice of the imported into the United States from any foreign 
Supreme Court attends within four days after the | country, within the term of one year, and all sul- 
time appointed by law for the commencement of | phur and saltpetre which shall be so imported 
the session, may be adjourned to the next stated | within the term of two years from and aftr the 
term by the Judge of the district, or, in case of his | passing of this act, shall be free of duty, anything 
absence also, by the Marshal of the district. in any former law lo the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, May 19, 1794. Approved, May 22, 1794. 


An Act further to authorize the adjournment of Cir- 
l cuit Courts. 
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An Act to alter the time for the next annual meeting 
of Congress. 


Be it enacted &c.,' That, after the adjournment | 


of the present session, the annual meeting of Con- 
gress shall be on the first Monday in November 
next, 

Approved, May 30, 1794. 


An Act to continue in force the act for the relief of per 
sons imprisoned for debt. 


Be it enacted, &c.. That the act entitled ‘“ An 
act for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt,” 
be continued, and that the same be in force for the 
term of two years from the passing of this act, and 
fron: thence to the end of the next session of Con- 
gress, and no longer. 

Approved, May 30, 1794. 

An Act further extending the time for receiving on 
Loan the Domestic Debt of the United States. 


Be it enacted, dc., That the term for receiving on 
Loan that part of the Domestic cbt of the United 
States which shall not have been subscribed in pur- 
suance of the act entitled “An act for extending 
the time for receiving on Loan that part of the 
Domestic Debt of the United States which may not 
be subscribed prior to the first day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three,” be, and 
the same is hereby further extended from and after 
the last day of June ensuing, until the last day of 
December next, inclusively, on the same terms aud 
conditions as are contained in the act, entitled “ An 
act making provision for the Debt of the United 
States :” Provided, That the books for receiving 
the said subscriptions shall be opened only at the 
Treasury of the United States. 


Sec, 2, And be it further enacted, That such of’ 


the creditors of the United States as have not 
subscribed and shall not subscribe to the said Loan, 
shall nevertheless receive, during the year one 
thousand seven hundred and nincty-four, a rate per 
centum on the amount of such of their demands, 
as have been registered or as shall be registered 
at the Treasury, couformably to the directions in 
the act, entitled “ An act making provision for the 
Debt of the United States,” equal to the interest 
which would be payable to them as subscribing 
creditors. 
Approved, May 30, 1794. 


An Act making provision for the payment of the inte- 
rest on the balances due to certain States, upon a 
final settlement of the accounts between the United 
States and the individual States. 

Be it enacted, œc., That interest upon the bal- 
ances reported to be due to certain States, by the 

Commissioners for settling accounts between the 


of the Treasury of the United States, and shall 
bear an interest of three per centum per annum, 
from and after the said last day of December, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
interest on the said balances, reported by the said 
Commissioners as aforesaid, which shall be funded, 
agrecably to the terms of the act, entitled “ An 
act to provide more effectually for the settlement of 
the accounts between the United States and the 
individual States,” together with the interest on 
the amount placed to the credit of any such State, 
for arrearages of interest on such balances, agree- 
ably to the terms of this act, be paid quarter-yearly, 
after the said last day of December, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four; that is to say: 
one-fourth part thereof on the last days of March, 
June, September, and December, respectively, in 
each year, at the offices of the Commissioners of 
Loans, within such States as shall be entitled 
to receive the same; the first payment to be 
made on the last day of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-five; And for the payment of 
the said interest, so much of the duties arising, 
yearly, on imports and tonnage, from and after 
the last day of Decewnber, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-four, as may be necessary, and 
not heretofore otherwise appropriated, be, and the 
same is hereby, pledged and appropriated; and 
that the faith of the United States he, and the same 
is hereby, pledged to provide for any deficiency 
that may happen by such additional and permanent 
funds as may he necessary therefor. 

Approved, May 51, 1794. 

An Act to authorize the President of the United States 
to lay, regulate, and revoke Embargoes. 

Be it enacted, &e.. That the President of the 
United States be, and he hercby is, authorized and 
empowered, whenever in his opinion the public 
safety shall so require, to lay an embargo on all 
ships and vessels in the perts of the United States, 
or upon the ships and vessels of the United States, 
or the ships and vessels of any foreign nation, ander 
such regulations as the circumstances of the case 
may require, and to continue or revoke the same, 
whenever he shall think proper; and the President 
is hereby fully authorized to give all such orders to 
the officers of the United States as may be necessary 
to carry the same into full effect: Provided, The 
authority aforesaid shal! not be exercised while 
the Congress of the United States shall be in ses- 
sion. And any embargo which may be laid by the 
President, as aforesaid, shall cease and determine 
in fifteen days from the actual meeting of Congress 
next after laying the same. 

Sec. 2. Aad be it further enacted, 'That this act 
shall continue and be in force until filtcen days 


United States and individual States, be allowed, į after the commencement of the next session of 


from the last day of December, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-nine, and to be computed 
to the last day of December, one thousand seven 
hendred and ninety-four, at the rate of four per 
centum per annum; and that the amount of such 
interest be placed to the credit of the State to 
which the same shall be found due, upon the books 


Congress, and no longer. 
Approved, June 4, 1794. 


| An Act providing for the payment of the second instal- 


ment due on a Loan made of the Bank of the United 
States. 
Be it enucted, &c., That the President of the 
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United States be, and he hereby is, authorized and 
empowered to apply two hundred thousand dollars 
of the proceeds of foreign Loans, heretofore trans- 
ferred to the United States, in payment of the 
second instalment due to the Bank of the United 
States, upon a Loan of the said Bank, made pur- 
suant to the eleventh section of the act for incor- 
porating the subscribers to the said Bank ; and that 
the annual period for the payment of each instal- 
ment of the said Loan shall be deemed to be the 
last day of December in each year. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That a sufficient 
sum of the dividends which have accrued, or which 
shall hereafter accrue, on the stock owned by the 
Tinited States, in the Bank of the United States, be, 
and the same is herehy, appropriated to the pay- 
ment of the interest which has or shall become duc 
on the Loans obtained as aforesaid. 

Approved, June 4, 1794. 

An Act for extending the benefit of a Drawback and 
terms of Credit, in certain cases, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Be it enacted, &c., That in all cases where the 
term allowed by Jaw for the exportation of goods, 
wares, or merchandise, with the benefit of a draw- 
back of the duties thereupon, shall have expired 
after the last day of January last past,and previous 
to the last day of July uext, there shall be allowed 
further time for the exportation, with the benefit 
aforesaid, until the said last day of July next. 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That on all | P 


bonds which may have been given for duties on 
coffee, sugar, and indigo, imported into the United 
States, and which shall be unpaid at the passing of 
this act, all that time from the last day of January 
last past to the last day of May instant, shall be 
considered as no part of the time allowed by law for 
the payment of the said duties, but the importer 
shall enjoy the same term of credit as if the said 
period had not intervened : Provided, That in every 
case where the extension of credit is claimed and 
granted under this act, new act bonds shall be 
given for the duties on which such credit is ex- 
tended, with one or more sureties, to the satisfaction 
of the collector of the district. 

Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That in cases 
where the certificates and evidence now required 
by law for authorizing the payment of any draw- 
back or allowance on any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, exported since the first day of July, one 
thousand seven hundred and nincty two, or which 
may be hereafter exported, are not and cannot be 
obtained, the exporter or exporters of such goods, 
wares, or merchandise, shall nevertheless be per- 
mitted to offer such other proof as to the delivery 
thereof, without the limits of the Uniled Slates, as 
he or they may have, to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, who shall, if the same proof shall be 
satisfactory to him, direct the payment of the 
drawback or allowance: Provided, always, That 
in no case shall a drawback be hereafter paid on 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, until the duties 
on the importation thereof shall have been first re- 
ceived. 

Approved, June 4, 1794. 


An Act laying duties upon Carriages for the conveyance 
of persons. 


Be it enacted, §c., That there shall be levied, 
collected, and paid, upon all carriages for the con- 
veyance of persons, which shall be kept by or for 
any person, for his or her own use, or to be let out 
to hire, or for the conveying of passengers, the 
several duties and rates following, to wit: For and 
upon every coach, the yearly sum of ten dollars; 
for and upon every chariot, the yearly sum of eight 
dollars; for and upon every phæton and coachee, 
six dollars; for and upon every other four-wheel, 
and every two-wheel, top-carriage, two dollars ; 
and upon every other two-wheel carriage, one 
dollar: Provided, always, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to charge with a duty 
any carriage usually and chicfly employed in hus- 
bandry, or for the transporting or carrying of 
goods, wares, merchandise, produce, or commodi- 
ties. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the du- 
ties aforesaid shall be levied, collected, received, 
and accounted for, by and under the immodiate 
direction of the supervisors and inspectors of the 
revenue, and other officers of inspection, subject 
to the superintendence, control, and direction of 
the Department of the Treasury, according to the 
authorities and duties of the respective officers 
thereof. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
erson having or keeping a carriage or carriages, 
which, by this act, is or are made subject to the 
payment of duty, shall, within the month of Sep- 
tember, in each year, make entry of the same 
with the officer of inspection of the district, in 
which he or she shall reside, and pay the duty 
thercon; and such entry shall be in writing, sub- 
scribed by the owner of such carriage or carriages, 
and shall describe each by its proper denomina- 
tion and number of wheels. And, for the purpose 
of receiving such entry and payment, it shall be 
the duly of the supervisor of the district, or of 
some officer of inspection, to attend, within the 
month of September, in each. year, at one of the 
most public and convenient places in each county, 
within their respective districts, and to give public 
notice, at least one month previous Lo such day, of 
the time and place of such attendance. And if any 
person, having or keeping a carriage, or carriages, 
charged with a duty or duties by this act, shall 
neglect or omit to bring, or send, and deliver, such 
list thereof, at or within any monthly period 
aforesaid, in manner above mentioned, or to pay the 
duty or duties thereupon payable, he or she shall, 
for every such neglect or omission, forfeit and pay 
a sum equal to the duty or duties payable upon the 
said carriage or carriages, in addition to the said 
duty or duties. 

Sue. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person having or keeping a carriage or carriages 
chargeable with any duty by this act, shall prefer, 
to the mode of payment herein before directed, 
that of paying the amount of the duties by him or 
her payable, upon demand of him or her made at 
his or her usual place of habitation, it shall be at 
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his or her option to make payment in manner last 
mentioned, upon the condition following, that is 
to say: that he or she, if having or keeping a car- 
riage or carriages, so liable to duty, on the first 
day of September next, shall, within the said 
month of September, or, if beginning to have or 
keep such carriage or carriages, at any time after 
the said first day of September, shall, within 
thirty days after he or she shall so begin to have 
or keep such carriage or carriages, give notice 
thereof in writing, at the office of inspeetion, near- 
est to his or her said place of habitation, by trans- 
mitting a list thereof, of the like kind and deserip- 
tion with that directed and described in the third 
section of this act, and expressing thereupon, that 
he or she doth eleet to pay the yearly duty or du- 
ties payable upon the carriage or carriages therein 
mentioned, upon demand of him or her, at his or 
her said place of habitation, and upon this further 
condition, that he or she shall pay, upon such de- 
mand, in addition to the said duty or duties, a com- 
mission of one per centum upon ‘the amount there- 
of, for the benefit of the officer or person by whom 
the said demand shall have been made. 

Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who shall make such election, as aforesaid, 
shall pay, or cause to be paid yearly, and every 
year after the month of Sepiember, upon the call- 
ing for that purpose, at his or her said place of 
habitation, of any officer of inspection, or person 
thereunto authorized, the amount of duty or duties 
by him or her payable, upon the earriage or car- 
viages, whereof he or she shall have transmitted 
a list, as aforesaid, so long as he or she shall con- 
tinue to have or keep the same, and until he or she 
shall give notice in writing, at the office of inspection, 
to which the said list shall have been transmitted, 
that he or she hath sold, or otherwise assigned, or 
alienated, any carriage or carriages therein men- 
tioned: in default of which payment, the duty or 
duties, and commission thereupon, in respect to 
which any such default shall be made, shall and 
may be sued for and recovered in any Court of the 
United States, or of either of them, or shall and 
may be levied, together with reasonable charges, by 
distress and sale of the goods and chattles of the 
person making such default. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person, by whom such election as aforesaid shall 
have been made, shall omit to notify, in manner 
herein before directed, any carriage or carriages 
liable to duty, by this act, which he or she shall, 
at any time, have or keep, he or she shall, in re- 
spect to such carriage or carriages, stand and be in 
the same predicament as persons by whom no such 
election shall have been made, and shall incur the 
Jike penalties and forfeitures, as such persons are 
by this act made liable to, for neglecting or omitting 
to bring, or send and deliver, true and exact lists of 
the carriages by them respectively had or kept, and 
paying the duties thereupon in manner herein 
directed. 

Sec. 7. Provided always, and he it further 
enacted, That it shall be, at any time, lawful for 
any such person, who shall have made any such 
election, as aforesaid, by notice in writing under 


his or her hand, sent to and delivered at the same 
office of inspection, where the notice of such elec- 
tion shall have been given, to revoke the said elec- 
tion; after which revocation, he or she shall stand, 
and be, as to ail matters and things directed and 
prescribed by this act, in the same situation as if 
no such election had been made. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the-su- 
Pervisors of the revenue shall have power, from 
time to time, to examine upon oath or affirmation 
any officers or persons employed under them iu the 
collection and receipts of the duties aforesaid. 

Sec, 9. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall wilfully swear or affirm falsely, touch- 
ing any matter herein before required to be veri- 
fied by oath or affirmation, he or she shall suffer 
the pains and penalties which by law are pre- 
scribed for wilful and corrupt perjury; and, if an 
officer, shall forfeit his office, and be incapable of 
afterwards holding any office under the United 
States. 3 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That all 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall be in- 
curred pursuant to this act, shall be divided and 
distributed, one-half thereof to the use of the 
United States, and the other half thereof to the 
use of the person, who, if an officer of inspection, 
shall first discover, if not an officer of inspection, 
shall first give information of the cause, matter, 
or thing, whereby any of the said penallies or for- 
feitures shall have been incurred, and as well the 
duties hereby laid, as the said fines, penalties, and 
forfeitures, all or any of them, shall and may be 
sued for, and recovered, in any Court of the United 
States, or before any magistrate, or State Court, 
having competent jurisdiction. 

Src. 11. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall continue and be in force for and daring 
the terin of two years, and from thence to the end 


| of the next session of Congress and no longer. 


Approved, June 5, 1794. 


An Act to authorize the President of the United States, 
during the recess of the present Congress, to cause 
to be purchased or built a number of vessels, to be 
equipped as galleys, or otherwise, in the service of 
the United States. 

Be tt enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, 
during the recess of the present Congress, if the 
same shall appear to him necessary for the protec- 
tion of the United States, to cause a number of 
vessels not exceeding ten, to be built or purchased, 
and to be fitted out, manned, armed, and equipped, 
as galleys, or otherwise, in the service of the Unit- 
ed States, the officers and men to be on the same 
pay and to receive the same subsistence as officers 
of the same rank and men are entitled to in the 
Navy of the United States. ; 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said 
officers shall be appointed and commissioned by 
the President of the United States, and the said 
galleys or vessels be stationed in such parts of the 
United States as he may direct. 

Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That there 
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be appropriated for the purpose aforesaid, the sum 
of eighty thousand dollars, to be paid out of the 
proceeds of any revenues of the United States 
which now are, or hereafter, during the present 
session, shall be provided, not being otherwise ap- 
propriated. And that the President of the United 
States be authorized to take on loan of the Bank 
of the United States, or of any other body polilic 
or corporate, person or persons, the said sum of 
eighty thousand dollars, to be reimbursed, princi- 
pal and interest, ont of the said proceeds, appro- 
priated, as aforesaid, according to such contract or 
contracts whieh shall be made concerning the 
same. 
Approved, June 5, 1'794. 


An Act authorizing a settlement of certain expenses 
of the Commissioners of Loans. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the Commissioners of 
Loans in the several States shall be allowed, in the 
settlement of their accounts, such sums as shall 
appear to have been necessarily expended by them 
in the purchase of stationery for the use of their 
several offices, and also for the hire of clerks to 
assist in executing the duties of their respective 
offices, from and after the first day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, until the 
last day of the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four, inclusively. 

Suc. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That a suffi 
cient sum of the proceeds of the duties on imports 
and tonnage, not exceeding the sum of fifteen 
thousand dollars, be, and the same is hereby, ap- 
propriated, to the payment of such of the expenses 
before mentioned as shall accrue during the pre- 
sent year and be allowed on settlement at the 
Treasury. 

Approved, June 5, 1794. 


An Act laying duties on licenses for selling wines and 
foreign distilled spirituous liquors by retail. 

Be it enacted, §c., That every person who shall 
deal in the selling of wines, to be carried or sent 
out of the house, building, or place of his or her 
dwelling, in a less quantity, or in less quantities, at 
one time, than thirty gallons, except in the original 
cask, case, box, or package, wherein the same shall 
have been imported, shall be deemed to be, and 
hereby is declared to be, a retail dealer in wines, 
within the meaning of this act; and that every 
person, who shall deal in the selling of any foreign 
distilled spirituous liquors, to be carried or sent out 
of the house, building, or place of his or her dwell- 
ing, in less quantities than twenty gallons, at one 
time, shall be deemed to be, and hereby is declared 
to be a retail dealer in foreign distilled spirituous 
liquors: Provided always, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to extend to persons, 
who, as keepers of taverns, inna, or houses of en- 
tertainment, duly licensed or authorized under any 
law of a State, shall vend or sell really and truly 
for consumption, within the houses, buildings, or 
premises, only, by them respectively occupied or 
kept, as taverns, inns, or other houses of entertain- 


ment, wines or distilled spirituous liquors, in what- 
soever quantity, nor to physicians, apothecaries, sur- 
geons, or chemists, as to any wines or spirituous 
liquors, which they may use in the preparation or 
making up of medicines, for sick, lame, or diseased 
persons only. 

Sec, 2. And be tt further enacted, That every 
person, who, on the thirtieth day of September 
next, shall be a retail dealer in wines, or foreign 
distilled spirituous liquors, as above described and 
defined, both, or either of them, shall, before the 
said day, and every person, who, after the said day, 
shall become or intend to become suen retail 
dealer in wines or foreign distilled spirituous li- 
quors, both or either of them shall, before he or 
she shall begin to vend or sell by retail, any wine 
or wines, or foreign distilled spirituous liquors, ap- 
ply for and obtain, in manner hereinafier directed, 
a license for carrying on the business of retailing 
wines or foreign distilled spirituous liquors, as the 
case may be, that is to say: one license for carry- 
ing on the business of retailing wines, and another 
license for earrying on the business of retailing 
foreign distilled spirituous liquors; which licenses 
respectively, shall be granted fur the term of one 
year upon the payment of five dollars for each 
license; and shall be renewed, yearly, upon the 
payment of the like sum of five dollars for each 
license. And if any person shall, after the said 
day, deal in selling of wines or foreign distilled 
spirituous liquors, by retuil, as above described 
and defined, without haying a license therefor, as 
aforesaid, continuing in force, such person shalt 
forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars, to be re 
covered with costs of suit. And no such license 
shall be sufficient for the selling of wines or fo- 
reign distilled spirituous liquors, by retail at more 
than one place; but any person, who by color of 
sach license shall sell any wines or foreign distilled 
spirituous liquors, at more than one place, shall be 
deemed to be,in respect to such of the said articles, 
as he or she shall so sell, al more than oue plaice, a 
retail dealer therein without license, and shall for- 
fcit and pay the like sum of fifty dollars, to be re- 
covered with costs of suit. ' 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Supervisors of the Revenue, 
within their respective districts, to grant licenses 
for carrying on the said businesses, respectively, 
of retailing wines and foreign distilled spirituous 
liquors, which licenses shali be marked or stamp- 
ed with a mark or stamp, denoting the sum of the 
duty thereupon; and shall be signed by the Super- 
visor of the Reveuue, who shall issue the same, or 
cause the same to be issued, and shall be granted 
to any person, who shall desire the same upon ap- 
plication made at any office of inspection, for that 
purpose, in writing, specifying the name of the 
person for whom a license is requested, and the 
place or premises where the business, for which 
the same is requested to be carried on, and also 
upon payment or tender to the offiver thereof, of 
the sum or duty payable by this act, upon each 
license requested. And to the end that all per- 
sons carrying on or intending to carry on, both or 
either of the said businesses, may obtain with 
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ease and despatch the licenses, whereof they shall | and secure tae collection of the revenue on dis- 
respectively stand in need, it is hereby made the | tilled spirits, and stills, in such States as have 
duty of the respective Supervisors to prepare andj been, or hereafter may be, erected, and in the 
furnish to the several Officers of Inspection acting | Territories Northwest and South of the river 
under them, licenses signed by them with the pro- | Ohio, the President of the United States shall be 
per marks and stamps in competent number, and | and he is hereby authorized and empowered to 
with blanks for the names of the persons for| form and erect such new districts and surviys, 
whom they shall be requested, and the places or j and to make such alterations in and additions to, 
premises respectively where the business or busi- | the several districts, and in and to the several sur- 
nesses for which they are requested, is or are to | veys thereof, as, from time to tiine, shall appear 
be carried on, And the Officer of Inspection to |in his judgment expedient and necessary; and 
whom such application and payment, or tender as | that it shall also be lawful for the President, by 
aforesaid, shall be made, shall forthwith issue the | and with the advice and consent of the S:nate, to 
license or licenses requested, having first filled the | appoint such and so many supervisors, jt spectors 
blanks therein, and countersigned the same: Pro- | of surveys, and inspectors of ports, therein and 
vided always, That no license shall be granted to | therefor, as may be found necessary; and to as- 
any person to sell wines or forcign distilled spiritu- | sign to them compensalivas proportionate to those 
ous liquors, who is prohibited to sell the same by | heretofore, or which may hereafter be, allowed to 
the laws of any State. the officers of the revenue: Drorided, That if 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the du- | the appointment of such supervisors and inspect- 
ties aforesaid, shall be received, collected, account- | ors cannot be made during the present sessiun of 
ed for, and paid under and subject to the superin- | Congress, the President may, and he is hereby 
tendence, control, and direction of the Department | empowered to, make such appointments, during 
of the Treasury, according to the authorities and | the recess of the Senate, by granting commissions, 
duties of the respective officers thercof. which will expire at the end of their nex: sessiun. 
Sec. ö And be it further enacted, That all fines, Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all spi- 
penalties, and forfeitures, which shall be incurred |rits which shall be distilled in the United States, 
by force of this act, shall and may be sued for and | in stills which shall not have been previously eu- 
recovered, in the name of the United States, or of | tered at some office of inspection, shall be liable, 
the Supervisor of the Revenue, within whose dis-; together with the stills or other vessels used in 
trict any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture shall | the distillation thereof, to seizure and forf-iinre. 
have been incurred, by bill, plaint, or information, | Sec. 3. Aud be it further enacted, Toat no draw- 
one moicty thereof to the use of the United States, | back of the duty on distilled spirits, which shall 
and the other moiety thereof, to the use of the | be exported after the first day of July next, shall 
person, who, if an Officer of Inspection, shal! fitst | be allowed upon any quantity less than one hun- 
discover, if other than an Officer of Inspection, | dred and fifty gallons. 
shall first inform of the cause, matter, or thing, | Sero. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
whereby any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture shall | be lawful to import into the United States, in the 
have been incurred, and where the cause of action | same ship or vessel in which they were cxported, 
or complaint shall arise or accrue more than fifty | any spirits distilled therein, which shall have heen 
miles distant from the nearest place by law esta- | previously exported therefrom, on payment of the 
blished for the holding of a District Court within | duties on spirits, of equal proof, distilled in the 
the district in which the same shall arise or ac- | United States, and of a sum equivalent to the du- 
erue, such suit and recovery may be had before | ties established by law upon the raw materials, from 
any Court of the State holden within the said dis- | whence they shall have been distiled; and all such 
trict having jurisdiction in like cases. importations shall be made under the same regu- 
Sec. 6. And be tt further enacted, That it shall | lations, and in such manner as is directed by law, 
be lawful for the President of the United States, | in regard to the importation of foreign distilled 
and he is hereby empowered, to make such allow- | spirits. 
ances for compensation to the Officers of Inspec- Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, Thai, from 
tion employed in the collection of the duties afore- | and after the first day of July next, on the sale of 
said, aud for incidental expenses, as he shall judge | any emptied cask, vessel, or package, which has 
reasonable, not exceeding in the whole, two and aj been, or shall be, lawfully marked, as containing 
half per centum of the total amount of the said | foreign or domestic distilled spirits, wines, or teas, 
duties collected. and prior to the removal thereof, and to the de- 
Sec. T. And be it further enacted, That this act | livery of the same to the purchaser, the marks or 
shall continue and be in force for the term of two | numbers which shall or may have been made 
years, and from thence to the end of the then next | thereon, by any officer of inspection, or Ly any 
session of Congress and no longer. person employed or authorized by any such offi- 
Approved, June 5, 1794. cer, shall be defaced, cut off, or obliterated; and 
if any such cask, vessel, or package shail be sold, 
. nt : removed, delivered, or reccived, prior to such de- 
An Act making further provision for securing and | fone, cutting off, or obliterating being made, 
es Ht dukes on ee and domestic distill every person “concerned in the purchase, sale, or 
pia ica cara at es delivery, shall forfeit and pay the sum of Gfty 
Be it enacted, &c., That, in order to facilitate ! dollars. 
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Sre. 6. And be it further enacted, That all stills 
without heads, or other vessels that shall be used 
as stills in the distillation of ardent spirits, shall 
be duly entered Ly the owner or owners thereof, 
in the manner prescribed in and by the second 
section of the act entitled “An act concerning the 
duties on spirits distilled within the United 
States,” passed on the eighth day of May, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, un- 
der the penalty of two hundred and fifty dollars, 
to be recovered and distributed as other forfeit- | 
ures under this act, and the act entitled “ An act 
repealing, after the last day of June next, the da- 
ties heretofore laid upon distilled spirits imported 
from abroad, and laying others in their stead, and 
also upon spirits distilled within the United States, 
and for appropriating the same,” to which this 
is an amendment. 

Sue. T. And be it further enacted, That any 
person or persons, who shall counterfeit the cor- 
tificales for, or the marks or numbers to be sct 
upon, any cask, vessel, or package, containing 
wines, teas, or foreigu or domestic distilled spirits, 
or upon stills, which the officers of inspection are 
or shall be authorized to make thereon, by and in 
pursuance of the laws concerning the same, or 
who shall fraudulently rub oul or deface, prior to 
drawing off or emptying the contents, any marks 
or numbers set upon any cask or package of wine 
or tea, in pursuance of law, shall, for every such 
offence, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 8. Aad be it further enacted, That every 
owner or worker of a licensed still, shall be re- 
guired to make oath or affirmation previous to 
any renewal of his license, that he has not distilled 
therein since the coramencement of the term 
specificd in such license, excepting only during 
the term for which it shall have been granted. 

Suc. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the Judicial Courts of the 
several States, and of the Territory of the United 
States Northwest of the river Ohio, and of the 
Territory of the United States South of the river 
Ohio, to take cognizance of all and every suit and 
suits, action and actions, cause and causes, arising 
under or out of the laws for collecting a revenue 
upon spirits distilled in the United States, and 
upon stills, which may arise or accrue al a greater 
distance than fifty miles from the nearest place 
established by law for holding a District Court. 

Sre. 10. And be it further enacted, That, in 
case of the non-existence of an office of inspection 
in any county of the United States, every owner 
or possessor of a still shall make entry thereof in 
the manner required by the “ Act (of the eighth 
of May, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
two) concerning the dutics on spirits distilled 
within the United States,” at some other office of 
inspection comprehended in the division or survey, 
in which tbe said still shall be; and that it shall 
and may be lawful for the President of the United 
States, to provide ollices of inspection in special 
cases, provided the expense thereof shall not ex- 
ceed ten thousand dollars, 

Suc. 11. And be it further enacted, That every 


rectifier of low wines, or other distilled spirits, and 
every distiller of cordials and strong waters there- 
from, shall enter at some office of inspection, all or 
any such low wines, or other distilled spirits, prior 
to the removal of them to his distillery or rectify- 
ing house, and prior to his beginning the rectify- 
ing, improving, or altering the quality, flavor, or 
proof thereof, under the penalty of one hundred 
dollars for every cask of one hundred gallons, and 
in the same proportion for every greater or less 
quantity. 

Src. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the supervisors and inspect- 
ors of the revenue, at their own expense, to appoint 
deputies to aid them in the execution of their du- 
tics, in cases of occasional and necessary absence, 
or of sickness, and not otherwise. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enactel, That the 
President of the United States be authorized to 
make such additional allowances for the space of 
one year, and from thence until the end of the 
next session of Congress, to the inspectors and 
collectors of revenue from distilled spirits, for their 
respective services subsequent to the thirticth day 
of June next, as he shall deem reasonable and 
proper, so as that the additions to he male to the 
said allowances shall not exceed, in the whole, 
the sums heretofore allowed, by more than once- 
third. 

Src. 14. And be tt further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of October next, no super- 
visor or inspector of the revenue of the United 
Slates, shall be concerned or interested in any 
foreign trade or commerce, in the goods or mer 
chandise to which the dutics of his offive relate, or 
in the sale of any wines, distilled spirits. or teas ; 
and if any such supervisor or inspector shall be so 
concerned or interested, every such person shall 
be disqualified from holding such appointment for 
the term of seven years, and shall, moreover, for- 
fcit and pay a sum not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, for every month which he or they shall be 
go interested in such foreign trade, or in the sale 
of wines, distilled spirits, or teas. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That any 
proprictor of a still, the capacity of which does not 
exceed one hundred gallons, may be permitted to 
enter such still, for any term of time less than one 
year, and not less than one month, paying at the 
same rate as per month, any thing in any former 
law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sro. 16. And be it further enacted, That a per- 
sonal demand of the proprietor or proprietors of 
any still, of the duties duc, or a notice in writing 
of the amount thercof left at his dwelling by the 
collector, shall have all the effect of a demand 
made, as required by the twenty-third section of 
the act, entitled “An act repealing after the last 
day of June next, the duties heretofore laid upon 
distilled spirits imported from abroad, and laying 
others in their stead; and also upon spirits distill- 
ed within the United States, and for appropriating 
the same, 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That all 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall have 
been incurred by force of any present or future 
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law of the United States for the laying, levying, | than two thousand dollars, and shall be imprisoned 


and collecting of any duties or taxes, other than 
duties on goods, wares and merchandise imported, 
and on the tonnage of ships and vessels, shall and 
may be mitigated or remitted by the like ways and 
means, and upon and under the like conditions, re- 
gulations, and restrictions, as are contained, pre- 
scribed, authorized, and directed, in and by the 
act, entitled “ An act to provide for mitigating or 
remitting the forfeitures and penalties accruing 
under the revenue laws in certain cases therein 
mentioned,” touching fines, penalties, and forfeit- 
ures incurred or accruing in relation to the cases 
therein mentioned; which act, and every clause, 
matter, and thing therein contained, shall be of like 


taxes, as if the same were repeated and re-enacted, 
in the scveral and respective laws for laying, 
levying, and collecting the said other duties and 
taxes. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the 
Judicial Courts of the several States, to whom, by 
this act, a jurisdiction is given, shall and may exer- 
cise all and every power in the cases cognizable 
before them, for the purpose of obtaining a miti- 
gation or remission of any fine, penalty, or for- 
feiture which may be exercised by the Judges of 
the District Courts in cases depending before them. 
The said State Courts first causing reasonable 
notice to be given to the person or persons claim- 
ing such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, and to the alt- 
torney, who may, under warrant from the attorney 
of the district, prosecute for the United States, in 
such Court, that each may have an opportunity of 
showin cause against the mitigation or remission 
thereof. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the 
act, entitled “ An act repcaling after the last day of 
Junc nest, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled 
spirits imported from abroad, and laying others in 
their stead, and also upon spirits distilled within 
the United States, and for appropriating the same,” 
and the act, cntitled “ An act concerning duties on 
spirits distilled in the United States,” shall extend 
to and be in full force for the recovery and distri- 
bution of the penalties and forfeitures hercin con- 
tained, and generally for the execution of this act, as 
fully and effectually, as if every regulation, restric- 
tion, penalty, provision, clause, matter, and thing, 
therein contained, were inserted in and re-enacted 
by this present act, subject only to the altcrations 
hereby male. 

Approved, June 5, 1794. 


An Act in addition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States. 


Be it canctei, &e., That if any citizen of the Uni- 
ted States shall, within the territory or juris:liction 
of the same, accept and exercise a commission to 
serve a foreign Prince or State, in war, by land or 
sea, the person so offending shall be deemed guilty 
of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined, not more 


force and effect, for the mitigating or remitting of 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall have 
been incurred in reference to said other duties and 


not exceeding three years. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That, if any person shall, within the territory or 
jurisdiction of the United States, enlist or enter 
himself, or hire or retain another person to enlist 
or enter himself, or to go beyond the limits or ju- 
risdiction of the United States, with intent to be 
enlisted or entered in the service of any foreign 
Prince or State, as a soldier, or as a marine or 
seaman on board of any vessel of war, letter of 
marque, or privateer, every person so offending 
shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, 
and shall be fined not exceeding one thousand dol- 
lars, and be imprisoned not exceeding three years : 
Provided, That this shall not be construed to ex- 
tend to any subject or citizen of a forcign Prince 
or State who shall transiently be within the Unit- 
ed States, and shall, on board of any vessel of 
war, letter of marque, or privateer, which, at the 
time of its arrival within the United States, was 
fitted and equipped as such, enlist or enter himself, 
or hire or retain another subject or citizen of the 
same foreign Prince or State, who is transiently 
within the United Statex, to enlist or enter him- 
self lo serve such Prince or State, on board such 
vessel of war, letter of marque, or privateer, if the 
United States shall then be at peace with such 
Prince or State; And provided further, That if any 
person so culisted shall within thirty days after 
such enlistment, voluntarily discover upon oath, 
to sume justice of the peace or other civil magis- 
trate, the person or persons by whom he was 
so enlisted, so as that he or they inry be appre- 
bended and convicted of the said offence, such per- 
son,‘so discovering the ofender or offenders, shall 
be indemuified fro the penalty prescribed by this 
act. 

Sec. 3. Anl be it further enacted and declared, 
That, if any person shall, within any of the ports 
harbors, bays, rivers, or other waters of the United 
States, fit Out and arm, or allempt to fit out and 
arin, or procure to be fitted out and armed, or 
shall knowingly be concerned in the furnishing, 
fitting out, or arming of any ship or vessel, with 
intent that such ship or vessel shall be employed 
in the service of any forcign Prince or State, to 
cruise or commit hostilities upon the subjects, 
citizens, or property of another foreign Prince or 
State, with whom the United States are at peace, 
or shall issue or deliver a commission, within the 
territory or juris'liction of the Unitel States, for 
auy ship or vessel, to the intent that she may be 
employed as aforesaid, every such person so of- 
fending shall, upon conviction, be adjudged guilty 
ofa high misdemeanor, and shall bs fined and im- 
prisoned at the discretion of the Court in which 
the conviction shall be had, so as the fine to be 
imposed shall in no case b> more than five thou- 
sand dollars, and the term of imprisonment shall 
not exceed three years; and every such ship or 
vessel, with her tackle, appare!, and furniture, to- 
gether with all materials, arms, ammunition, and 
stores, which may have been procured for the 
building or equipment thereof, shall be forfeited, 
one-half to the use of any person who shall give 
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information of the offence, and the other half to the 
use of the United States, 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That, if any person shall, within the territory or 
jurisdiction of the United States, increase or aug- 
ment, or procure to be increased or augmented, or 
shall be knowingly concerned in increasing or aug- 
menting, the force of any ship of war, cruiser, or 
other armed vessel, which, at the time of her arri- 
val within the United States, was a ship of war, 
erniser, or armed vessel, in the service of a foreign 
Prince or State, or belonging to the subjects or 
citizens of such Prince or State, the same being 
at war with another foreign Prince or State, with 
whom the United States are at peace, by adding 
to the number or size of the guns of such vessel 
prepared for use, or Ly the addition thereto of any 
equipment solely applicable to war, every such per- 
son so offending shall, upon conviction, be adjudged 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be fined and im 
prisoned, at the discretion of the Court in which the 
conviction shall be had, so as that such fine shall not 
excecd one thousand dollars, nor the terin of im- 
prisonment be more than one year. 

Sec. 5 And be it further enacted and declared, 
That, if any person shall, within the territory or 
jurisdiction of the United States, begin or set on 
foot or provide or prepare the means for any mili- 
tary expedition or enterprise, to be carried on from 
thence against the territory or dominions of any fo- 
reign Prince or State with whom the United States 
are at peace, every such person so offending, shall, 
upon conviction, be adjudged guilty of a high mis- 
demeanor, and shall suffer fine and imprisonment, 
at the discretion of the Court in which the convic- 
tion shall be had, so as that such fine shall not èx- 
ceed three thousand dollars, nor the term of im- 
prisonment be more than three years. 

Suc. 6. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That the District Courts shall take cognizance of 
complaints, by whomsoever instituted, in cases of 
captures made within the waters of the United 
States, or within a marine league of the coasts or 
shores thereof. 

Seo. 7. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That, in every case in which a vessel shall be fit- 
ted out and armed, or attempted so to be fitted out, 
or armed, or in which the force of any vessel of 
war, cruiser, or other armed vessel, shall be in- 
ereased or augmented, or in which any military 
expedition or enterprise shall be begun or set on 
foot, contrary to the prohibitions and provisions of 
this act; and in every case of the capture of a 
ship or vessel within the jurisdiction or protection 
of the United States, as above defined, and in every 
ease in which any process issuing out of any Court 
of the United States shall be disobeyed or resisted 
by any person or persons having the custody of 
any vessel of war, cruiser, or other armed vessel, of 
any foreign Prince or State, or of the subjects or 
citizens of such Prince or State, in every such 


necessary, for the purpose of taking possession of, 
and detaining any such ship or vessel, with her prize 
or prizes, if any, in order to the execution of the pro- 
hibitions and penaltics of this act, and to the restor- 
ing such prize or prizes, in the cases in which re- 
storation shall have been adjudged, and also for the 
purpose of preventing the carrying on of any such 
expedition or enterprise from the territories of the 
United States against the territories or dominions 
of a foreign Prince or State, with whom the United 
States are at peace. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States, or such other person as he shall have 
empowered for that purpose, to employ such part 
of the land or naval forces of the United States, or 
of the militia thercof, as shall be necessary, to com- 
pel any foreign ship or vessel to depart the United 
States, in all cases in which, by the laws of nations 
or the treaties of the Mnited States, they ought not 
to remain within the United States. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in the foregoing act shall be construed to prevent 
the prosecution or punishment of treason, or any 
piracy defined by a treaty or other law of the Unit- 
ed States. 

Sec 10. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue and be in force for and during the 
term of two ycars, and from thence to the cnd of the 
next session of Congress, and no longer. 

Approved, June 5, 1794. 


An Act laying certain duties upon Snuff and Refined 
Sugar. 

Be it enacted &c., That, from and after the thir- 
tieth day of September next, there be levied, col- 
lected, and paid, upon all snull, which, after that 
day, shali be manufactured for sale within the 
United States, at any manufactory, for every pound 
of snuff, eight cents. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the said thirtieth day of September next, 
there be levied, collected, and paid, upon all sugar 
which shall be retined within the United States, a 
duty of two cents per pound. 

Swe. 3. And be it further enacted, That the duties 
aforesaid shall be levied, collected, and accounted 
for by the same officers as are provided by the act, 
entitled “An act repealing, after the last day of 
June next, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled 
spirits imported from abroad, and laying others in 
their stead, and also upon spirits distilled within 
the United States,and for appropriating the same ;” 
subject to the superintendence and control of the 
Department of the Treasury, according to the 
respective authorilies and duties of the officers 
thereof. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That every 
manufacturer of snuff, who’ shall be such, pre- 
vious to, and on the thirticth day of September 
case it shall be lawful for the President of the | next, shall, on the same day, and every manufac- 
United States, or such other person as he shall | turer of snuff, who shall be, and become such, 
have empowered for that purpose, to employ such | after the said day, shall, twenty days, at the least, 
part of the land or naval forces of the Uniled previous to commencing the business or trade of 
States, or of the militia thereof, as shall be judged | manufacturing snuff for sale, make truc and ex- 
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act entry and reportin writing, at the office of 
inspection, which shall be nearest to the house or 
building where he or she shall earry on, or intend 
to carry on the business or trade aforesaid, of 
every house or building where such business or 
trade shall be by him or her earried on, or in- 
tended so to be, and of every mill, specifying the 
number of mortars to each, which he or she shall 
have or keep therein, for the performing of any 
process, operation, matter, or thing, in, or about 
the manufacturing of snuff, and shall also give 
bond in the sum of five thousand dollars, with 
condition, that be or she shall, and will, from day 
to day, enter in a book, or on a paper to be kept 
for that purpose, all suuff, which he or she shall 
manufacture, or cause to be manufactured, and of 
the quantities, from day to day, by him or her 
sent out, or caused to be sent out of the house or 
building, where the same shall have been manu- 
factured; and shall aud will, on the first day of 
January, April, July, and October, in each year, 
render a just and true account of all the snuff, 
which he or she shall have manufactured or 
made, and sent oul, or caused or procured to be 
manufactured, or made and sent out, first from 
the time of his or her entry and report aforesaid, 
until the day which shall first ensue, of the days 
above mentioned for the rendering of such ac- 
count, and thenceforth, successively, from the 
time when such account ought to have been, and 
up to which, it shall have been last rendered, un- 
til the day next thereafter, of the days above- 
mentioned for the rendering of such account; pro- 
ducing therewith the original book or paper, 
whereon the eutries, from day to day, to be made, 
as aforesaid, have been made, and shall, at the 
time of rendering each account, pay or secure the 
duties, which, by this act, ought to be paid upon the 
snuff, in the said account mentioned and stated: 
And if any such manufacturer shall omit to make 
any such entry or report, or to give any such bond 
as is hereinbefore dirceted, he or she shall forfeit 
and lose every mill, together with the mortars and 
other utensils thereto belonging, which he or she 
shall have or keep, for the performing of any pro- 
cess, matter, or thing, in, or about the manufactur- 
ing of snuff, and shall also forfeit and pay the sum 
of five hundred dollars, to be recovered with costs 
of suit. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
refiner of sugar, who shall be such, immediately 
before, and on the thirtieth day of September 
next, shall, on the said day, and every refiner of 
sugar, who shall be, and become such, after the 
said day, shall, twenty days, at the least, previous 
to commencing the business of refining sugar, 
make true and exaet entry and report in writing, 
at the office of inspection, which shall be nearest 
to the house or building, where he or she shall 
carry on, or intend to carry on, the said business, 
of every house or building, where such business 
shall he by him or her carried on, or intended so 
to be, and of every pan or boiler, together with the 
capacity of each, whieh he or she shall have, or 
employ, for the purpose of refining sugar, and shall 
also give bond in the sum of five thousand dol- 
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lars, with condition, that he or she shall and will 
enter or cause to be entered, in a book or paper, 
to be kept for that purpose, all sugar, which he 
or she shall refine, or cause to be refined, and of 
the quantities, from day to day, by him or her 
sent out, or caused to be sent out of the house or 
building, where the same shall have been refined, 
and shall, on the first day of January, April, July, 
and October, in each year, render a just and true 
account of all the refined sugar, Which he or she 
shall have sent out, or caused or procured to be 
sent out, from the first time of his or her entry, 
and report aforesaid, until the day, which shall 
first ensue, of the days above mentioned, for the 
rendering of such aecount; and theneeforth, sue- 
cessively, from the time when such account ought 
to have been, and up to whieh it shall have been 
last rendered, until the day next thereafter of the 
days above mentioned for the rendering of such 
account, producing and showing therewith, the 
original book or paper, whereon the entries, from 
day to day, to be made as aforesaid, have been 
made; and he or she shall, at the time of rendering 
cach account, pay or secure the duties, which by 
this act ought to be paid upon the refined sugar in 
the said account mentioned, And if any such re- 
finer shall omit to make any such entry or report, 
he or she shall forfeit, and lose every pin or boiler 
which he or she shall have, and use, for the purpose 
of refining sugar, and shall also forfeil the sum of 
five hundred dollars, to be recovered with costs of 
suit. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That every 
such manufacturer of snuff shall, yearly, being 
thereunto required by an officer of inspection, 
make oath or affirmation, according to the best of 
his or her knowledge and belief, that the accounts 
which have been by him or her rendered, of the 
quantities of snuff by him or her mannfactored or 
made, and sent out, or caused or procured to be 
manufactured or made, and sent out, have been, and 
are, just and true. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That every 
refiner of sugar shall, yearly, being thereunto re- 
quired by an officer of inspection, make oath or 
affirmation, according to the best of his or her 
knowledge and belief, that the accounts which have 
been by him or her rendered, of the quamities of 
refined sugar by him or her sent out of the house 
or building, where the same shall bave been manu- 
factured, or procured, or caused so to be sent out, 
have been just and trne. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall knowingly, and with design, falsely 
swear or affirm, touching any of the maticrs herein 
before required to be verified by oath or aflirmation, 
he or she shall be deemed guilty of wilful and cor- 
rupt perjury. 

Sec. 9, And be it further enacted, That every 
manufacturer of snuff and every reliner of suzar, 
shall, at each time of rendering an account, as 
herein before required, make a true and particular 
report of the engines, implements, aud uiensils, of 
the several descriptions herein before mensioned, 
which he or she, at any time since that of reuder- 
ing his or her last account, hath used or kept, and 
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shall then have, use, or keep, for carrying on his or 
her trade or business, on pain of forfeiting, for cach 
and every neglect or omission, all such engines, 
implements, and utensils, together with the sum of 
five hundred dollars, to be recovered wilh egsts of 
suit. 

Src. 10. And be it further enacted, That all 
snuff and refined sugar, which shall have been 
manufactured or made within,the United States, in 
manner aforesaid, after the said thirtieth day of 
September next, whereof the duties aforesaid have 
not been duly paid or secured, according to the true 
intent and meaning of this act, shall, upon default 
being made in the paying or securing of the said 
duties, be forfeited, and shall and may be seized, as 
forfeited, by any officer of the inspection or of the 
customs. 

Src. 11. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful for every such manufacturer of 
enuff, or refiner of sugar, at his or her option, 
either to pay, upon the rendering of his or her 
account, as aforesaid, the duties which shall thereby 
appear to be due and payable, with a deduction or 
abatement of six per cent for prompt payment, 
or to give bond, with one or more sureties, to the 
satisfaction of the officer of inspection, to whom 
such account shall be rendered, for the payment 
of the said dutics at the expiration of nine months 
thereafter: Provided, That no person, whose 
bond for any of the said duties shall remain un- 
paid, beyond the term allowed for the payment 
thereof, shall be entitled to future credit for any of 
the said duties, so long as such bond shall remain 
unpaid. 

Suc. 12. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the said thirtieth day of September 
next, there shall be levied, collected, and paid (in 
addition to the duties now payable thereupon). 
upon all manufactured tobacco or snuff, and upon 
all refined sugar, which, after the said day, shall be 
imported into the United States, from any foreign 
port or place, the following rates and dulies, to wit: 

Upon tobacco, four cents per pound. 

Upon snuff, twelve cents per pound. 

Upon refined sugar, four cents per pound. 

Which duties shall be collected in the same 
manner, by the same officers, under the like regu- 
lations, and subject to the like pains, penalties, and 
forfeitures, as now are collected the duties hereto- 
fore laid upon the said articles respectively ; the act 
and acts concerning which are hereby declared to 
be, and shall be in as full force, for the collection of 
the additional duties hereby paid, as if the said act 
and acts were herein particularly recited and re- 
peated. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the thirty-first day of December next, 
no refined loaf or lump sugar shall be imported 
into the United States, from any foreign port or 
place, except in ships or vessels of the burden of 
one hundred and twenty tons and upwards, and in 
casks or packages containing, each, not less than 
six hundred pounds, on pain of forfeiting the said 
ships or vessels, and the loaf and lump sugar im- 
ported therein, except in such casks or packages as 
aforesaid. 


Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the thirtieth day of September next, no 
drawback of the duties from any manufactured 
tobacco, or snuff, or refined sugar, shall have been 
imported into the United States from any foreign 
port or place, shall be allowed, but the duties 
hereby laid upon snuff manufactured within the 
United States, and sugar refined within the same, 
shall and may be drawn back upon all such of the 
said snuf manufactured within the United States 
and upon all such of the said sugar refined within 
the Uniled States, after the said thirtieth day of 
September next, which, after the said day, shall be 
exported from the United States to any foreign port 
or place; and adding to the drawback upon sugar 
so exported, three cents per pound, on account of 
duties paid upon the importation of raw sugar. 
Provided, That no drawback shall be allowed on the 
exportation of either of the said articles in avy in- 
stance where the same shall amount to less than 
twelve dollars. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That, in or- 
der to entitle the exporter or exporters to the 
benefit of the said allowances, he, she, or they 
shall, previous to the putting or lading any of the 
said snuff or refined sugar on board of any ship 
or vessel for exportation, give six hours’ notice at 
the least, to the proper officer of inspection of the 
port from whieh the said snuff or sugar shall be 
intended to be exported, of his, her, or their inten- 
tion to export the same, and of the number of 
packages containing the same, and the respective 
marks thereof, and the place or places where de- 
posited, and of the place to which, and ship or 
vessel in which they or either of them shall be 
so intended to be exported. Whereupon, it shall 
be the duty of the said officer to inspect, by him- 
self or deputy, the packages so notified for export- 
ation, and the same, after such inspection, shalt 
be laden on board the same ship or vessel, of which 
notice shall have been given, and in the presence 
of the same officer or his deputy, who shall have 
inspected the same; which officer, after the same 
shall have been so laden on board, shall certify to 
the Collector of the District, the quantity and 
particulars of the article or articles so Jaden for 
exportation. 

Src. 16. Provided nevertheless, and be it 
further enacted, That the said allowance shall 
not be made, unless the said exporter or exportera 
shall make oath or affirmation, that the said snuff 
or sugar so noticed for exportation and laden on 
board such ship or vessel, are truly intended to be 
exported to the place, whereof notice shall have 
been given, and are not intended to be relanded 
wilhin the United States, and that he or she 
doth verily believe that the duties thereupon 
charged by this act, have been duly paid or se- 
cured to be paid; and shall also give bond to the 
Collector, with two sureties, one of whom shall 
be the master, or other person having the com- 
mand or charge of the ship or vessel in which 
the said snuff or sugar shall be intended to be ex- 
ported; the other, such sufficient person as shall 
be approved by the said Collector, in the fall 
value, in the judgment of the said Collector, of 
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the said snuff or sugar so intended to be exported, 
with condition that the said snuff or sugar (the 
dangers of the seas and enemies excepted) shall be 
really and truly exported to, and landed in, some 
port or place without the limits of the United 
States, and that the said snuff or sugar shall not be 
unshipped from on board of the said ship or vessel, 
whereupon the same shall have been laden for ex- 
portation, within the said limits, or any ports or 
harbors of the United States, or relanded in any 
other part of the same, (shipwreck or other unavoid- 
able accident excepted.) 

Sec. 17. Provided also, and be it further enact- 
ed, That the said allowance shall not be paid until 
nine months after the said snuff or sugar shall have 
been so exported: And provided also, That when- 
ever the owner of any ship or vessel, on board of 
whith, any such snuff or sugar are Jaden for ex- 
portation, shall make known to the Collector, pre- 
vious to the departure of such ship or vessel from 
the port where such snuff or sugar are laden, that 
such ship or vessel is not going to proceed on the 
voyage intended, or the voyage is altered, it shall 
be lawful for the Collector to grant a permit for rc- 
landing the same. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That if any 
of the said snuff or sugar, after the same shall 
have been shipped for exportation, shall be un- 
shipped for any purpose whatever, either within 
the limits of any part of the United States, or 
within four leagues of the coast thereof, or shall 
be relanded within the United States, from on 
board the ship or vessel, whercin the same shall 
have becn laden for exportation, unless the voy- 
age shall not be proceeded on, or shall be altered 
as aforesaid, or unless in caso of necessity or dis- 
tress, to save the ship and goods from perishing, 
which shall be immediately made known to the 
principal officer of the customs, residing at the 
port nearest to which such ship or vessel shall be, 
at the time such necessity or distress shall arise, 
then not only the snuff or sugar so unshipped, to- 
gether with the casks, vessels, and cases contain- 
ing the same, but also the ship or vessel, in, or on 
board which, the same shall have been so shipped 
or laden, together wilh the guns, furniture, am- 
munition, tackle and apparel, and also the ship, 
vessel, or boat, into which the said snuff or sugar 
shall be unshipped or put, after the unshipping 
thercof, together with her guns, furniture, ammu- 
nition, tackle, and apparcl, shall be forfeited, and 
may be seized by any officer of the customs or of 
inspection. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That lhe 
bonds to be given, as aforesaid, shall, and may be 
discharged, by producing, within one year from 
the respective dates thereof (if the same shall be 
shipped to any part of Europe or America, and 
within two years, if shipped to any part of Asia 
or Africa; and if the delivery of the snuff or 
sugar, in respect to which the same shall have 
been given, be at any place, where a consul or 
other agent of the United States resides) a cer- 
tificate of such consul or agent, or if there be no 
consul or agent, then a certificate of any two 
known and reputable American merchants resid- 


ing at the said placc; and if there be not two 
such merchants residing at the said place, then a 
certificate of any two reputable merchants testi- 
fying the delivery of the said snuff or sugar, at 
the said place. Which certificate shall, in each 
case, be confirmed by the oath or affirmation of 
the master and mate, or other like officer of the 
vessel in which the said snuff or sugar shall have 
been exported ; and when such certificate shall be 
from any other than a consul or agent, or mer- 
chants of the United States, it shall be a part of 
the said oath or affirmation, that there were not, 
upon diligent inquiry, to be found two merchants 
of the United States at the said place: Provided 
always, That in case of death, the oath or affirm- 
ation of the party dying shall not be deemed 
necessary: And provided further, That the said 
oath or affirmation, taken before the chief civil 
magistrate of the place of the said delivery, and 
certified under bis hand and seal, shall be of the 
same validity as if taken before a person qualified 
to administer oaths within the United States; or 
such bonds shall and may be discharged, upon 
proof that the snuff or sugar so exported, were 
taken by enemies, or perished in the sea, or de- 
stroyed by fire: The examination and proof of the 
same being left to the judgment of the collector of 
the customs, naval officer, and chief officer of 
inspection, or any two of them, of the place from 
which such snuff or sugar shall have been export- 
ed. And in cases wherein the certificates herein 
directed cannot be obtained, the exporter or ex- 
porters of such snuff or sugar shall nevertheless 
be permitted to offer such other proof as to the de- 
livery of the said snuff or sugar, without the limits 
of the United States, as he or they may have; and 
if the same shall be deemed sufficient by the said 
Collector, he shall allow the same, except when 
the drawback to be allowed shall amount to one 
hundred dollars or upwards: In all which cases, 
the proofs aforesaid shall be referred to the Comp- 
troller of the "Treasury, whose decision thereon 
shall be final. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful to export, directly, from any manu- 
factory of snuff, or of refined sugar, to any foreign 
port or place, any snuff or refined sugar which 
shall have been manufactured at such manufacto- 
ry, after the said thirtieth day of September next, 
free from duty: Provided, That the same pro- 
ceedings be had, in all respects, in order thereto, 
which are herein before preseribed, in order to 
the obtaining the benefit of the drawbacks of the 
duties which have been paid, or secured, upon 
any snuff or sugar exported to a foreign port or 
place. 

Src. 21. And be it further enacted, That all 
penalties and forfeitures which shall be incurred 
pursuant to this act, shall be divided and distribu- 
ted, one-half thercof to the use of the United 
States, and the other half thereof to the use of 
the person who, if an officer of inspection, shall 
first discover, or if not an officer of inspection, shall 
first give information of the cause, matter, or thing, 
whereby any of the said penaltics or forfeitures 
shall have been incurred. 
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Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue and be in force for the term of two 
years, and from thence to the end of the next 
session of Congress, and no longer. 

Approved, June 5, 1794. 


An Act in addition to the “ Act for making further 
and more effectual provision for the protection of the 
frontiers of the United States.” 


Be it enacted, &c., That if any commissioned 
oficer in the troops of the United States shall, 
while in the service of the United States, die, by 
reason of wounds received in actual service of the 
United States, and shall leave a widow, or, if no 
widow, shall leave a child or children, under age, 
such widow, or, if no widow, such child or chil- 
dren, shall be entitled to, and receive the half of 
the monthly pay, to which the deceased was enti- 
tled, at the time of his death, for and during the 
term of five years: And in case of the death or 
intermarriage of such widow, before the expiration 
of the said term of five years, the half-pay, for the 
remainder of the term, shall go to the child or 
children of such deceased officer, while under the 
age of sixteen years; and, in like manner, the 
allowance to the child or children of such deceased, 
where there is no widow, shall be paid no longer 
than while there is a child or children under the 
age aforesaid: Provided, That no greater sum 
shall be allowed, in any case, to the widow, or to 
the child or children of any officer, than the half 

ay of a lieutenant-colonel. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Army be in fature paid in such manner that the 
arrears shall at no time exceed two months. 

Suc. 8. Aud be it further enacted, That to such 
of the troops as are or may be employed on the 
frontiers, and under such special circumstances as, 
in the opinion of the President of the United 
States, may require an augmentation of some parts 
of their rations, the President be authorized to 
direct such augmentation as he may judge neces- 
sary, not exceeding four ounces of bread, two 
ounces of flour, and half a gill of rum or whiskey, 
in addition to each ration, and half a pint of salt to 
one hundred rations. 

Approved, June 7, 1794. 


An act to continue in force, for a limited time, the act 
supplementary to the act for the establishment and 
support of Light-houses, Beacons, Buoys, and Public 
Piers, 

Be it enacted, &c., That the act, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act for the establishment 
and support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers,” be, and the same is hereby, continued 
in force, until the first day of July, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, so far as the same 
provides fur defraying the necessary expense of 
supporting light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public 
picrs, and the stakeage of channels on the sea- 
coast. 


Approved, June 7, 1794. 


An Act laying additional Duties on Goods, Wares, and 
Merchandise, imported into the United States. 

Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the last 
day of June, instant, there shall be levied, collect- 
ed, and paid, upon the following articles, imported 
into the United States, in ships or vessels of the 
United States, the several dnties hereinafter men- 
tioned, over and above the duties now payable hy 
law, viz: 

On coffee, clayed or Jump sugar, per pound, one 
cent. 

On cocoa, per pound, two cents. 

On cheese, per pound, three cents. 

On boots, per pair, twenty five cents. 

On shoes and slippers for men and women, and 
on clogs and goloshoes, per pair, five cents. 

Ou shoes and slippers for children, per pair, 
three cents. . 

On coal, per bushel, one half a cent. 

On millinery, ready made, artificial flowers, 
feathers, and other ornaments for wotncn’s head- 
dresses, and on dolls, dressed and undressed, 5 per 
cent, ad valorem. 

On cast, slit, and rolled iron, and generally on 
all mannfactures of iron, steel, tin, pewter, copper, 
brass, or of which cither of those metals is the ar- 
ticle of chief value, not being otherwise particu- 
larly enumerated, (brass and iron wire, locks, 
hinges, hocs, anvils, and vices, excepted,) 5 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

On carpets and carpeting, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On leather, tanned or tawed, and generally all 
manufactures of leather, or of which leather is the 
article of chief value, not otherwise particularly 
enumerated, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On medicinal drugs, except those commonly used 
in dying, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On mats and floor cloths, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On hats, caps, and bonnets, of every sort, 5 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

On gloves, mittens, stockings, fans, buttons, and 
buckles, of every kind, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On sheathing and cartridge paper, 5 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

On all powders, pastes, ball, balsams, ointments, 
oils, waters, washes, tinctures, essences, or other 
preparations or compositions, commonly called 
sweet scents, or odors, perfumes, or cosmetics, and 
on all dentifrice, powders, or preparations, for the 
tecth or gums, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On gold, silver, or plated wares, gold and silver 
lace, jewelry, and paste work, clocks and watches, 
and the parts of cither, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On groceries, to wit: cinnamon, cloves, mace, 
nutmegs, ginger, anisecd, currants, dates, prunes, 
raisins, sugar-candy, oranges, lemons, limes, and 
generally all fruits and comfits, olives, capers, 
pickles of every sort, oil, and mustard in flour, 6 
per cent. ad valorem. 

On all marble, slate, or other stone, on bricks, 
tiles, tables, mortars, and other stone, and gene- 
rally on all glass, except window glass, and on all 
stone and earthen ware, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On cabinet wares, and all manufactures of wood, 
or of which wood is the material of chief value, 5 
per cent. ad valorem. 
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On all manufactures of cotton or linen, or of 
muslins of cotton and linen, or of which cotton or 
linen is the material of chief value, being printed, 
stained, or colored, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On carriages, and parts of carriages, 4% per 
cont. ad valorem. 

Src. 2. And be t further enacted, That after 
the said last day of June, instant, there shall be 
laid, levied, and collected, in addition to the pre- 
sent duty thereupon, a duty of two and a half per 
cent. ad valorem upon all goods, wares, and mcer- 
chandise, which, if imported in ships or vessels of 
the United States, are now chargeable, by law, 
with a duty of seven and a half per cent. ad valo- 
rem. 

Src. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the 
fourth section of the act, entitled “ An act for rais- 
ing a further sum of money for the protection of 
the frontiers, and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned,” whereby an additional duty of two and a 
half per cent. ad valorem, was laid upon certain 
goods, wares, and merchandise, be, and the same 
is hereby, continued in force, until the first day of 
January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
seven. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That an 
addition of ten per centum shall be made to the 
several rates of duties, above specified and im- 
posed, in respect to all goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, which, after the said last day of June, instant, 
shall be imported in ships or vessels not of the 
United States. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all 
dutics which shall be paid, or secured to be paid, 
by virtue of this act, shall be returned or dis- 
charged, in respect to all such goods, wares, or 


merchandise, whereupon they shall have been so j|’ 


paid, or secured to be paid, as within twelve cal- 
endar months after payment made or sccurity 
given, shall be exported to any foreign port or place, 
except one per centum on the amount of the said 
duties, which shall be retained, as an indemnifica- 
tion for whatever expense may have accrued con- 
cerning the same. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the act, 
entitled “ An act to provide more effectually for 
the collection of the duties imposed by law on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or ves- 
sels,” shall extend to, and be in full force for the 
collection of the duties specified and laid in and 
by this act, and generally for the execution there- 
of, as fully and effectually as if every regulation, 
restriction, penalty, provision, clause, matter, and 
thing, therein contained, had been herein re-in- 
serted and re-enacted. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act shall be construed to extend to, or affect 
the act, entitled “ An act prohibiting for a limited 
time the exportation of arms and ammunition, 
and encouraging the importation of the same.” 

«Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue in force until the first day of Janu- 
ary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, 
and no longer. 

Approved, June 7, 1794. 

3p Cox.—47 


An Act concerning Invalids. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 
War Department be, and he is hereby dirceted, to 
place upon the list of invalid pensioners of the 
United States all persons who have been returned 
as such by the Judges of the several Districts, un- 
der the act of Congress of the twenty-eighth of 
February, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-three, entitled “ An act to regulate the claims 
to invalid pensions, and who, by legal proofs, are 
by him found to come clearly within the provi- 
sions of the suid uct, and ure reported us having 
complete evideuce of their claims in the report of 
the said Secretary upon that subject, made to 
Congress the twenty-fifth day of April, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four; and all per- 
sons placed, by virtue of this act, on the list of in- 
valid pensioners, shall receive such sums as the 
returns of the District Judges have respectively 
specified, and be paid in the same manner as in- 
valid pensioners are paid, who have been hereto- 
fore placed on the list: Provided, That every 
commissioned officer who shall, by virtue of this 
act, be placed on the pension list as entitled to a 
sum less than a full pension, shall receive such 
pension ouly upon compliance with the same rule 
respecting a return of the commutation which he 
may have received, as is provided for in the case 
of Captain David Cook, by an act of Congress, 
passed December the sixteenth, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-one, 

Approved, June 7, 1794. 


An Act supplementary to the act, entitled “ An act to 
promote the progress of Useful Arts.” 


Be it enacted, §c., That all suits, actions, pro- 
cess, and proceedings, heretofore had in any Dis- 
trict Court of the United States, under an act 
passed the tenth day of April, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety, entitled “ An 
act to promote the progress of Useful Arts,” 
which may have been set aside, suspended, or 
abated, by reason of the repeal of the said act, 
may be restored, at the instance of the plaintiff or 
defendant, within one year from and after the 
passing of this act, in the said Courts, to the same 
situation in which they may have been when 
they were so set aside, suspended, or abated ; and 
that the parties to the said suits, actions, process, 
or proceedings, be, and are hereby entitled to pro- 
cced in such cases as if no such repeal of the act 
aforesaid had taken place: Provided always, 
That, before any order or proceeding, other than 
that for continuing the same suits, after the rein- 
stating thereof, shall be entered or had, the de- 
fendant or plaintiff, as the case may be, against 
whom the same may have been reinstated, shall 
be brought into Court by summons, attachment, 
or such other proceeding, as is used in other cases 
for compelling the appearance of a party. 
Approved June 7, 1794. 


An Act to amend the act, entitled “ An act to enable 
the Officers and Soldiers of the Virginia Line on 
Continental Establishment to obtain titles to certain 
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cents; in addition to the sum heretofore pranted 
for the erection of fortifications for the protection 
of ports and harbors, thirty thousand dollars; for 
the payment of a sum granted to Lieutenant Co- 
lone! Tousard, in lieu of his pension for life, three 
thousand six hundred dollars; for the payment of 
the salary allowed to the officer who shall be ap- 
pointed to superintend the reeciving, safe-keep- 
ing, and distribution of the military stores of the 
United States, pursuant to the act of the second 
of April last, cight hundred and seventy-five dol- 
lars; for the salary of an additional clerk and of- 
fice rent, in the Department of State, four hund- 
red and eighty four dollars and seventy-eight 
cents; for the payment and subsistence of Captain 
John Inglis, of the North Carolina line, one hund- 
red and eight dollars and ninety one cents; to 
defray the further contingent expenses of the 
ILouse of Representatives, authorized during the 
present session, one thousand dollars; for the ser- 
vice of the War Department, in addition to the 
sums heretofore appropriated, the sums following 
to wit: to defray the expense of a corps of Artil- 
lerists and Engiueers, established during the pre- 
sent session, sixty-six thousand four hundred and 
twenty-nine dollars and eighty-seven cents; for 
the further protection and defence of the South- 
western frontier, two hundred thousand dollars; 
for the purposes of the act directing a detachment 
from the Militia of the United States, two hund- 
red thousand dollars; for the equipment of gal- 
leys or other vessels, pursuant to an act of the pre- 
sent session, cighty thousand dollars; for the ex- 
pense of additional clerk hire in the Department 
of War, seven hundred and fifty dollars; for de- 
fraying the contingent expenses of Government, 
to be applicd under the direction of the President 
of the United States, according to the regulations 
and provisions provided in respect of a sum 
of ten thousand dollars heretofore appropriated for 
the like purpose, twenty thousand dollars ; amount- 
ing, in the whole, to one million two hundred and 
ninety-two thousand one hundred end thirty- 
seven dollars and thirty-eight cents; which seve- 
ra] sums shall be paid out of the proceeds of such 
revenues as shall have been provided during the 
present. session of Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be empowered to bor- 
row, on behalf of the United States, of the Bank 
of the United States, (which is hereby authorized 
to lend the same,) or of any other body or bodies 
politic, person or persons, any sum not exceeding 
in the whole, one million of dollars, to be applied 
to the purposes aforesaid, and to be reimbursed, as 
well interest as principal, out of the procecds of 
the said revenucs. 

Src. 3. Provided always, and be it further en- 
acted, That there shall be reserved out of the 
proceeds of the said revenues a sum sufficient to 
pay the interest of whatever moneys may be bor- 
rowed pursuant to the act, entitled “ An act mak- 
ing further provision fur the expenses attending 
the intercourse of the United States with foreign 
nations ;” and further to continue in force the act, 
entitled “ An act providing the means of inter- 


lands lying Northwest of the river Ohio, between 

the Little Miami and Sciota. 

Be it enacted, &c., That all and every officer and 
soldier of the Virginia line on Continental Estab- 
lishment, his or their heirs or assigns, entitled to 
bounty lauds on the Northwest side of the river 
Ohio, between the Sciota and Little Miami rivers, 
by the laws of the State of Virginia, and included 
in the terms of cession of the said State to the 
United States, shall, on producing the warrant, or 
a certified copy thereof, and a certificate, under 
the seal of the office where the said warrants are 
legally kept, that the same or a part thereof re- 
mains unsatisfied, and, on producing the survey, 
agrecably to the laws of Virginia, for the tract or 
tracts to which he or they may be entitled, as 
aforesaid, to the Secretary of the Department of 
War, such officer and soldier, his or their heirs or 
assigns, shall be entitled to and reccive a patent 
for the same from the President of the United 
States ; any thing in any former law to the contrary 
notwithstanding ; Provided, That no letters patent 
shall be issued for a greater quantity of land than 
shall appear to remain due on such warrant; and 
that before the scal of the United States shall be 
affixed to such letters patent, the Secretary of the 
Department of War shall have endorsed thereon 
that the grantee therein named, or the person under 
whom he claims, was originally entitled to such 
bounty lands; and every such letters patent shall 
be countersigned by the Secretary of State, and a 
minute of the date thercof, and the name of the 
grantee shall be entered of record in his office, in 
a book to be specially provided for that purpose. 

Approved, June 9, 1794. 


An Act declaring the consent of Congress to an act of 
the State of Maryland, passed the twenty-eighth of 
Deceinber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, for the appointment of a Health Officer. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the consent of Congress 
be, and is hereby granted and declared to the ope- 
ration of an act of the General Assembly of Ma- 
ryland, passed the twenty-cighth of December, 
one thousand seven hundred and nincty-three, en- 
titled “ An act to appoint a Health Officer for the 
port of Baltimore, in Baltimore county,” so far as 
to enable the State aforesaid to collect a duty of 
one cent per ton on all vessels coming into the 
district of Baltimore from a forcign vcyage, for 
the purposes in the said act intended. 

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall continue in force to the end of the next 
session of Congress, and no longer. 

Approved, June 9, 1794. 


An Act making appropriations for certain purposes 
thercin expressed, 

Be it enacted, &c., That there be appropriated 
for the several purposes hereinafter specified, the 
respective sums following, to wit: To defray the 
expenses which shall be incurred pursuant to the 
act, entitled, “An act to provide a naval arma- 
ment,” six hundred and eighty-eight thousand cight 
hundred and eighty-cight dollars and eighty-two 
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person living within either of the districts afore- 
said, who hereafter shall be arrested by virtue of 
process issuing out of the Court of either of the 
said districts other than that in which he shall so 
reside, shall be discharged therefrom, on his enter- 
ing bis appearance and giving bail to the action 
in the Court of the district in which he shall so 
reside, in like manner, and to the like effect, as if 
the said process had originally been issued out of 
the Court within the said last-mentioned district. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all pro- 
cess, actions, pleas, suits, and other proceedings, 
which have been commenced and returned to the 
separate several sessions of the District Court, at 
such places appointed by Jaw for holding thereof, 
shall be tried at the place in each district where 
the same were first made returnable, 

Sre. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Clerk 
of the said District Court shall, at each of the 
places aforesaid, keep a distinct docket and record 
of such business, returnable as aforesaid, or which 
may be returned to the session to be held at the 
said places, respectively, at which places of return 
the said business shall be finally heard and deter- 
mined as aforesaid. . 

Suc. 7. And be it further enucted, That so much 
of the act ‘to establish the Judicial, Courts of the 
United States as is or may be construed to require 
the attendance of the Marshals of all the districts 


course between the United States and foreign 
nations;” and such sum is herehy pledged and ap- 
propriated for that purpose, according to the terms 
of the contract or contracts which shall or may 
be made concerning the said moneys. And the 
faith of the United States is bereby pledged to 
make such further provision therefor as may be 
necessary. 
Approved, June 9, 1794. 


An Act making certain alterations in the act for estab 
lishing the Judicial Courts, and altering the time 
and place of holding certain Courts. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the District Judges of the 
United States be authorized to appoint a commis- 
sioner or commissioners, before whom appraisers 
of ships or vessels, or goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, seized for breaches of any law of the United 
States, may be sworn or affirmed ; and that such 
qualifications made before such commissioner or 
commissioners shall be, to all intents and pui poses, 
as effectual as if the same were taken before the 
said Judges in open Court. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
stated terms of the District Courts of Masxachu- 
setts, Pennsylvania, and Georgia, be changed, and 
that in future the said Courts in Massachusetts 
shall be held on the third Tuesday in March, the 
fourth Tuesday in June, the second Tuesday in |at the Supreme Court, shall be, and the same is 
September, and the first Tuesday in December. | hereby, repealed ; and that the said Court shall be 
In Pennsylvania, on the third Mondays in Febru- | attended during its session by the Marshal of the 
avy, May, August, and November, ‘And in Geor- | district only in which the Court shall sit, unless 
gia, at the times and places following: In the City | the attendance of the Marshals of other districts 
of Savannah on the second Tuesdays in February, | shall be required by special order of the said Court. 
May, and August; and in Augusta on the second | Sre. 8. And be it further enacted, That, from 
Tuesday in November. And that the Circuit | and after the last day of September next, the Dis- 
Court of the District of Delaware hereafter com- | trict Court for the State of Kentucky shall be held 
mence on the second Monday in June, instead of | in the town of Frankfort—any thing in any former 
the twenty-seventh day of April—any law to the | acl to the contrary notwithstanding. 
contrary notwithstanding, Approved, June 9, 1794. 

Sro 3. And be it further enacted, That the State paea 
of North Carolina shall be divided into three dis- 
triets, in which the District Court of the said State 
shall be held at such times and. places as are al- 
ready ascertained by Jaw, that is to say: the Dis- 
trict of Wilmington to include all the counties of 
the State districts of Morgan, Salisbury, Fayette- 
ville, and Wilmington; the district of Newbern to | alter described, which shall be made within the 
include all the counties of the State districts of United States, the respective rates and duties fol- 
Lillsborough, [alilax, and Newbern ; and - to wit: The sum of one-fourth part of a 


Au Act laying Duties on property sald at auction. 


Be it enacted, dr., That, from and after the thir- 
tieth day of September next, there shall be levied, 
collected, and paid, for the use of the United 
States, upon all sales by way of auction, as herein- 


ton to inelude all the counties of the district of| dollar for every hundred dollars of the purchase 
Edenton: and that all process, pleas, actions, suits, | money arising by sale at auction, of any interest, 
and other proceedings, originating in the districts, | right, or estate, in any lands, tenements, or heredi- 
respectively, shall be retnrnable to the session of | taments, and of any utensils in husbandry and 
said Uvurt to be held at the place directed by law, farming stock, ships and vessels, and the sum of 
within the same district where the cause commen- one-half of a dollar, for every hundred dollars of 
ced, and there to be kept, with the record thereof, | the purchase money, arising by sale at auction, of 
until the final end and determination of the same. all other goods, chattles, rights, aud credits what- 
And, to the end that suitors, witnesses, and all | soever, and at the same rate for any greater or 
others concerned, may have notice of this altera- | lesser sum, except as hereinafter excepted: The 
tion in the said Courts, the Marshal of the said dis- | said respective rates and duties to be paid by the 
trict of North Carolina is hereby required to make | auctioneer or person makine such sales at auction, 
the same known, by proclamation, on or before the | out of the moneys arising from each and every 
first day of August next. such sale: Provided, alwys, That nothing in this 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any act contained shall extend to any sale or sales by 
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auction, of estates, goods, or effects, made pursu- 
ant to, or in execution of, any rule, order, decree, 
sentence, or judgment, of any Court of the United 
States, or of either of them; or made in virtue, or 
by force of any distress for rent, or other cause, for 
which a distress is allowed by law; or made in 
consequence of any bankruptcy, or insolvency, 
pursuant to any law concerning bankruptcies or 
insolvencies; or made in consequence of any gene- 
ral assignment of property and effects, for the 
benefit of creditors; or made by or on behalf of 
executors or administrators; or made of the pro- 
duce of the land, upon the land where such pro- 
duce was raised; or made of any farming uten- 
sils, stock, or household furniture, by persons re- 
moving from the place of their former residence, 
where the amount of each sale of such farming 
utensils, stock, or household furniture, shall not 
exceed two hundred dollars; or made pursuant to 
the directions of any law of the United States, or 
of either of them, touching the collection of any 
tax or duty; or disposal by auction of publie pro- 
perty of the United States, or of any State; nor 
to any such sale or sales by auction of ships, their 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, or the cargoes 
thereof, which shall be wrecked or stranded within 
the United States, and sold for the benefit of the 
insurers or proprietors thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no por- 
son, after the said thirtieth day of September next, 
shall exercise the trade or business of an auc- 
tioneer, by the selling of any estates, goods or ef- 
fects whatsoever by auction, or any other mode of 
sale, whereby the best or highest bidder is deemed 
to be the purchaser, unless such person shall have 
a license, or other special authority, coutinuing in 
force pursuant to some law of a State, or issued 
pursuant to the directions of this act, on pain of 
forfeiting, for every such sale at auction, the sum 
of four hundred dollars, together with the sums or 
duties payable by this act upon the estates, goods, 
or effects so sold: Provided, however, That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to require a 
license for the sale at auction of any estate, goods, 
chattles, or other thing, which by this act are cx- 
empted from duty. 

Sec. 8, And be it further enacted, That every 
person, who, before the said thirtieth day of Sep- 
tember next, shall have a license or special au- 
thority, pursuant to any law of any State, for ex- 
ercising the said trade or business of an auc- 
tionecr, shall, before or upon the said day, and 
every person, who, after the said day, shall have 
such special license or authority, shall, within 
thirty days after the obtaining or receivirg of the 
same, give notice thereof in writing, under his 
hand, to the office of inspector nearest to the place 
where he shall carry on or intend to carry on the 
said trade or business of an auctioneer, specifying 
in such notice the date or commencement of such 
license, or other special authority, the term for 
which the same was granted or given, by whom, 
and by what law of a State, the same was granted 
or given; and shall also give bond to the United 
States, in the sum of one thousand five hundred 
dollars, to be taken by the officer, at whose office 


the notice aforesaid shall be given, with condition 
that he will, on the first day of January, April, 
July, and October, in each year, while he shall 
continue to exercise the said trade or business, 
render to the persou or persons, who, on behalf of 
the United States, shall be authorized to receive 
the same, a true and particular account in writing, 
of the moneys or sums, for which any estates, 
goods, or effects, have been sold, at every sale at 
auction by him made, and of the several articles, 
lots and parcels, which shall have been sold, the 
price of each article, lot, or parcel, in every such 
sale, by whom bought, that is to say: first from 
the date of such bond, until such of the aforesaid 
days, as shall accrue next thereafter, and thence- 
forth from the day to which an account shall 
have been last rendered, until such of the said 
days, as shall next thereafter ensue, and so on 
in succession, from one of the said days to ano- 
ther, so long as he shall continue to exercise his 
said trade or business, and, also, shall pay all sieh 
sums of money as shall be duc to the United States, 
upon the said sales, according to the true intent 
and meaning of this act; which sums he is hereby 
authorized and directed to retain, out of the pro- 
duce of each sale made as aforesaid. And a like 
notice and bond shall be given in like manner, as 
often as any such license, or special authorities, 
shall have expired and been renewed. And if 
any person shall, after the said thirticth day of 
September next, by virtue or color of any such 
license, or special authority, as aforcsaid, make 
any salc or sales at auction, without having given 
bond, as aforesaid, within the time for that pur- 
pose prescribed, or without renewing such bond 
upon the expiration and renewal of any such 
license, or special authority, he shall forfeit and 
pay, for every such sale by him made, the sum of 
four hundred dollars, together with the suins or 
duties payable by this act, upon the estates, goods, 
or effects, so sold. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
several supervisors of the revenue may, within 
their respective districts, and upon request of any 
person or persons desirous thereof, shall grant 
licenses, without fee or reward, for a term not ex- 
ceeding one year, at one time, to exercise the trade 
or business of an auctioneer; and such licenses, 
upon like request, may, and shall, from time to 
time, renew: Provided, That no such license shall 
be granted or renewed until the person or persons 
requesting the same shall have become bound to 
the United States, with one or more sureties, to 
the satisfaction of the supervisor, of whom such 
license shall be requested, in the sum of one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, with like condition as 
is hereinbefore prescribed for persons having 
licenses by virtue of some law of a State: And 
provided further, That no such license shall be 
granted to carry on the said trade or business, in 
any city, town, or county, of any State, in respect 
to which provision hath been made by any law of 
such State, for the allowing and regulating of the 
said trade and business therein. 

Ssc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who shall have a license from a supervisor 
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of the revenue, continuing in force, shall and may 
retain, in order to the payment of the duties hereby 
imposed, all such sum and sums of money as shall 
be due and payable upon any estates, goods, or ef- 
feels, by him sold at auction, as aforesaid, accord- 
ing to the truc intent and meaning of this act. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the ac- 
counts to be rendered, and the duties to be from 
time to time paid as aforesaid, by any auctioneer, 
shall be rendered and paid to the inspector of the 
revenue, within whose survey such auctioneer 
shall exercise his snid trade or business, or to his 
deputy duly appointed under his hand and seal, 
and such auctioneer shall make oath or affirma- 
tion, according to the best of his knowledge and 
belief, to the truth of every account which he 
shall render before the officer or person to whom 
such account shall be rendered, and who is hereby 
authorized to administer the said oath or afirma- 
tion; in default of which such account shall not 
be deemed to be duly rendered, according to the 
condition of the bond of such auctioneer. And to 
the end that such accounts may be accurately 
kept and rendered, it is hereby made the duty of 
every auctioneer to enter, from day to day, as of- 
ten as any sale shall be made, iu a book, or ona 
paper to be kept by him for that purpose, the 
amount and particulars of the respective sales by 
him made; which book or paper shall, at all rea- 
sonable times, upon request made, be submitted 
for examination to the officer of inspection, within 
whose survey or division such auetioneer shall 
be, on pain of forfeiting, for every refusal to com- 
ply with such request, the sum of five hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if it 
shall appear to the satisfaction of the supervisor, 
within whose district he shall be, that an auc- 
tioneer hath acted agreeably to the condition of 
the bond which he shall have given, and to the di- 
rections of this act, during the time to which his 
said bond shall relate, the same having expired, 
then, and in every such case, the said supervisor 
shall cause such bond to be delivered up; but in 
case no such account shall be delivered, as hercin- 
before mentioned, or if it shall appear, that any 
such account was not truly made, or that the party 
hath acted in any other respect contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of his bond and of this 
act, it shall be the duty of such supervisor of the 
revenue to cause such bond to be prosecuted ac- 
cording to law, and in case of a verdict or judg- 
ment against the defendant, he shall, afterwards, 
upon every sale by him of any estates, goods, or 
effects, at auction, be liable to all the penalties, 
which may be incurred by this act, for acting as an 
auctioneer without license. 

Seo. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any 
sale at auction of any lands, tenements, or heredi- 
taments, shall be, or become void, by reason of de- 
fect of title, the supervisor of the revenue, within 
whose district such sale shall be, is hereby author- 
ized and required, upon due and sufficient proof of 
such sale being or becoming void, for the reason 
aforesaid, to cause to be remitted the duty or duties 
thereupon otherwise payable according to this act, 


Src. 9. And be tt further enacted, That every 
auctioneer, out of the proceeds of the duties which 
he shall retain and pay as aforesaid, shall be al- 
lowed a commission of one per centum, upon the 
amount thereof, for his trouble in and about the 
game. 

Src. 10. And be tt further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United Stutes, 
and he is hereby empowered, to make such allow- 
ances for compensations to the officers of inspec- 
tion employed in the collection of the duties afore- 
said, and for incidental expenses, as he shall judge 
reasonable, not exceeding in the whole two and a 
half per centum of the total amount of the said 
duties collected. 

Src. 11. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall wilfully swear or affirm falsely, touch- 
ing any matter hereinbefore required ta be verified 
by oath or affirmation, he shall suffer the pains and 
penalties which, by law, are prescribed for wilful 
and corrupt perjury; and, if an officer, shall forfeit 
his office, and be incapable of afterwards holding 
any office under the Unitod States. 

Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That all 
fines, penalties, and forfcitures, which shall be in- 
curred by force of this act, shall and may be sued 
for and’ recovered, in the name of the United 
States, or of the supervisor of the revenue, within 
whose district any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, 
shall have been incurred, by bill, plaint, or in- 
formation; one moiety thereof to the use of the 
United States, and the other moicty thereof to 
the use of the person, who, if an officer of inspec- 
tion, shall first discover, if other than an officer of 
inspection, shall first inform of the cause, matter, 
or thing, whereby any such fine, penalty, or for- 
feiture, shall have been incurred, And where the 
cause of action or complaint shall arise or accrue 
more than fifty miles distant from the nearest 
place by Jaw established for the holding of a Dis- 
trict Court, within the district in which the same 
ghall arise or aceruc, such suit and recovery may 
be had before any Court of the State, holden 
within the said district, having jurisdiction in like 
cases. 

Suc. 13. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue and be in force for the term of two 
years, and from theuce to the end of the next ses 
sion of Congress, and no longer. 

Approved, June 9, 1794. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Resolved, by the Senate and Mouse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of A mericu in Con- 
gress assembled, That the President of the United 
States be authorized to employ, as despatch-boats, 
such of the reyenue cutters of the United States, as 
the public exigencies may require. 

Approved, March 20, 1794. 


Resolved, &c., That an embargo be laid on all 
ships and vessels in the ports of the United States, 
whether already cleared out, or not, bound to any 
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foriegn port or place, for the term of thirty days; 
and that no clearances be furnished, during that 
time, to any ship or vessel bound to such foreign 
port or place, except ships or vessels under the 
immediate direction of the President of the United 
States: And that the President of the United 
States be authorized to give such instructions to. 
the revenue officers of the United States, as shall 
appear best adapted for carrying the said resolution 
into full effect. 

Approved, March 26, 1794. 


Resolved, &c., That, during the continuance of 
the present embargo, no registered vessel, having 
on board goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be al- 
lowed to depart from one port of the United States 
to any other port within the same, unless the mas- 
ter, owner, consignee, or factor, shall first give 
bond with one or more sureties to the Collector of 
the district from which she is about to depart, ina 
sum of double the value of the vessel and cargo, 
that the said goods, wares, or merchandise, shall 
be relanded in some port of the United States; 
which bond, and also a certificate from the Col- 
lector of the district, where the same may be re- 
landed, shall, by the Collectors, respectively, be 
transmitted to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 
That the several Collectors be prohibited from 
granting a clearance to any foreign ship or vessel, 
in any case whatever, during the continuance of the 
present embargo; and all armed vessels, possessing 
publie commissions from any foreign Power, (let- 
ters of marque excepted.) are to be considered 
as not. liable to the embargo. 

Approved, April 2, 1794. 


Resolved, &c., That the present embargo be con” 
tinued, and every regulation concerning the same. 
shall be in full force until the twenty-fifth day of 
May next. 

Approved, April 18, 1794. 


Resolved, §e., That the President of the United 
States be authorized to direct clearances to be 
granted to any ships or vessels belonging to citizens 
of the United States, which are now loaded, bound 
from any port in the United States, for any port 
beyond the Cape of Good Iope; any thing in the 
resolution for laying the embargo, to the contrary 
notwithstanding: Provided, That, before the Col- 
lector of either of the districts of the United States, 
shall grant clearances, or any such vessel shall sail, 
the owners thereof shall give sullicieut securily, lo 
the satisfaction of such Colleetor, that she shall 
not unlade her cargo, or any part thereof, at any 
port or place, previous Lo her arrival at the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Approved, May 7, 1794. 


Resolved, &e., That the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of War be, and he is hereby directed to 
make out an exact list of the names of each per- 


son returned to him, as invalid pensioners, by the 
Judges of the Cireuit Courts of the United States 


(signing themselves as Commissioners,) under the 


act of Congress, passed the twenty-third of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, enti- 


tled “ An act to provide for the settlement of.claims 


of widows and orphans, barred by the limitations 
heretofore established, and to regulate the elains 


to, invalid pensions,” and return to the Judge of 


each district one copy of such list, stating parti- 


cularly the district from which each person was 


returned, and that all are by Congress directed not 
to be entered on the pension list. And the said 
Secretary is further directed to return to each 
District Judge a list of the names of all sneh per- 
sons as have been returned as invalid pensioners 
by the District Judges, under the act of Congress, 
passed the twenty-eighth of February, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and uinety-three, autitled “An 
act to regulate claims to invalid pensions ;” distin- 
guishing those who have been placed on the pen- 
sion list, and those who have not been placed on 
the same, by reason of their testimony being in- 
complete, stating, particularly, the legal requisite 
or requisites wanting in the evidence of each; 
and naming such of them whose evidence of leav- 
ing service is not lodged in his office. And the 
Judges of the several Distriet Courts, upon reccipt 
ol the above'described lists and statements, from 
the Secretary for the Department of War, are 
hereby directed forthwith to publish the same, in 
one or more of the newspapers published in their 
respective districts, adding to such publication the 
time when the act regulating the claims to invalid 
peusions expires. 
Approved, June 9, 1794. 


Resolved, §c., That it shall be the duty of the 
respective Clerks of the several District Courts of 
the United States, to relurn tme copies of the 
tubles of fees payable in the Supreme or Superior 
Courts of the State in which’ such Clerk resides, 
to the Attorney General of the United States, on 
or before the fifth day of December next, 

Approved, June 9, 1794. 


Resolved, §e., That the following article be pro- 
posed to the Legislatures of the several States, as 
an amendment to the Consfitution of the United 
States; which when ratified by three-fourths of the 
said Legislatures shall be valid as a part of the said 
Constitution, viz: 

The judicial power of the United States, shalt 
not be construed to extend to auy suit in law or 
equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the 
United States by cilizens of another State, or by 
citizens or subjeets of any foreign State. 
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ACTS PASSED AT THE SECOND SESSION. 


An Act to authorize the President to call out and sta | An Act to amend and explain the twenty-second see- 


tion a corps of Militia in the four Western counties 
of Pennsylvania for a limited lime. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That a force not exceeding two 
thousand five hundred non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, to be composed of the mi- 
litia of the United States, be called forth and sta- 
tioned in the four Western counties of Pennsylva- 
nia, if, in the judgment of the President, the same 
shall be deemed necessary to suppress unlawful 
combinations, and to cause the laws to be duly 
executed: Provided, That the term of service of 
any one quota of the militia to be called into ac- 
tual service, pursuant to this act, shall not exceed 
three months after they shall have arrived at the 
place of rendezvous. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be, and he is here- 
by authorized, if, in his judgment, it should be 
deemed expedient, to direct voluntary enlistments 
of any of the militia of the United States, in lieu 
of all or any part of the force herein authorized to 
be called forth, for the purposes aforesaid, for a 
term of service not exceeding thirty days after 
the commencement of the next session of Con- 
gress 

FREDERICK A. MUHLENBERG, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN ADAMS, 
Vice President of the United States, 
and President of the Senate. 

Approved, November 9, 1794. 

G. WASHINGTON, 
President of the United States, 


An Act extending the privilege of franking to James 
White, the Delegate from the Territory of the Unit- 
ed States South of the river Olno, and making pro- 
vision for his compensation. 


Be it enacted, £c., That James White, the Del- 
egate to Congress from the Territory of the Unil- 
ed States South of the river Ohio, be entitled to 
the privilege of sending and receiving Ietlers free 
of postage, on the same terms and under the same 
restrictions as are provided for the members of the 
Senate and of the House of Representatives of the 
United States by the act, entitled “An act to estab- 
blish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 
United States.” 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said James White shall receive for his traveling 
expenses and attendance in Congress the same 
compensation as is or may be allowed by law to 
the members of the Iouse of Representatives of 
the United States, to be certified and paid in like 
manner. 

Approved, December 3, 1794. 


tion of “the Act establishing the Judicial Courts of 

the United States.” 

Whereas, by the twenty second section of the 
act, entitled “(An Act to establish the Judicial 
Courts of the United States,” it is provided that 
“ Byvery Justice or Judge signing a citation on any 
writ of error, shall take good and sufficient secu- 
rity that the plaintiff in crror shall prosecute his 
writ to effect, and answer all damages and costs, 
if he fail to make his plea good.” And whereas 
doubts have arisen as to the extent of the security 
to be required in certain cases: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the security to be ro- 
quired and taken on the signing of a citation on 
any writ of error, which shall not be a supersedcas 
and stay execution, shall be only to such an 
amount, as, in the opinion of the Justice or Judge 
taking the same, shall be sufficient to answer all 
such costs, as, upon an affirmance of the judgment 
or decree, may be adjudged or decreed to the re- 
spondent in error. 

Approved, December 12, 1794. 


An act authorizing a Loan of bwo millions of dollars, 

Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the 
United States be empowered to borrow, on belialf 
of the United States, any sum not excecding two 
million of dollars, at an interest not exceeding five 
per cent. per annurn, reimbursable at the pleasure 
of the United States, to be applied to such public 
purposes as are authorized by law, and to be re- 
paid out of the duties on impost and tonnage, to 
the end of the year oue thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-five. 

Sro. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Bank of the United States, and 
the said Bank hereby is authorized and empower- 
ed to loan the said sum, or any part thercof. 

Approved, December 18, 1794. 


An Act making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Establishment for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety five, and for the expenses 
of the Milita lately called into the service of the 
United States, 

Be it enacted &c, That there be appropriated 
for the pay, subsistence, forage, and other expenses 
attending the militia in thcir late expedition to the 
Western counties of Pennsylvania, a sum not ex- 
ceeding one million one hundred and twenty- 
two thousand five hundred and sixty-nine dollars 
and one cent; that is to say—For the pay, sub- 
sistence, and forage of the general staff, cightecn 
thousand six hundred and eighty-one dollars and 
thirty-four cents: For the pay, subsistence, and 
forage of the militia of New Jersey, cighty-cight 
thousand seven hundred and eighteen dollars and 
twenty-five cents: For the pay, subsistence, and 
forage of the militia of Pennsylvania, two hundred 
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and ten thousand eight hundred and seventy-five 
dollars and thirty cents: For the pay, subsistence, 
and forage of the militia of Maryland, fifty-cight 
thousand six hundred and sixty dollars and ninety- 
one cents: For the pay, subsistence, and forage of 
the militia of Virginia, one hundred and seventy 
five thousand and seven dollars and five cents: 
For the pay and subsistence of artificers and dri- 
vers of ordnance, two thousand seven hundred and 
thirty four dollars: For the pay and subsistence 
of the cavalry of Virginia, twenty-two thousand 
three hundred and ninety-seven dollars and six- 
teen cents: For clothing, cighty-three thousand 
one hundred and forty dollars: For camp equipage, 
twenty cight thousand seven hundred and seven- 
teen dollars: For hospital stores, two thousand 
seven hundred and seventy dollars: For military 
stores, thirty-four thousand one hundred dollars : 
For the quartermaster’s and paymaster’s depart- 
ments, three hundred and sixty-three thousand 
six hundred dollars: For forage for the cavalry, 
thirty-three thousand one hundred and sixty-cight 
dollars. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sum 
not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars be 
appropriated towards defraying the expense of the 
Military Establishment, for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the se- 
veral sums of money aforesaid shall be paid and 
discharzed out of the funds following, to wit: 
First. The balance which may remain unexpended 
of the sum of six hundred thousand dollars, reserv- 
ed by the act making provision for the Debt of the 
United States, after satisfying the appropriations 
made in the present session for the support of Go- 
vernment. Secondly. The surplus of revenne and 
income beyond the appropriations heretofore 
charged thereupon, to the end of the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-five. 

Approved, December 31, 1794. 


An Act making appropriations for the support of Go- 
vernment for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-five. 

Be it enacted, &c., That, for defraying the cx- 
penditure of the Civil List of the United States for 
the ycar one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
five, together with the incidental and contingent 
expenses of the several Departments and offices 
thercof, there be appropriated a sum of money not 
exceeding four hundred and thirty-two thousand 
seven hundred and forty-nine dollars and fifty- 
three cents; that is lo say: 

For the compensation granted by law to the 
President and Vice President of the United States, 
thirly thousand dollars. 

For the like compensations to the members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, their 
officers and attendants, estimated for a session of 
six months’ continuance, one hundred and eighty- 
five thousand eight hundred and ninety dollars. 

For the expenses of firewood, stationery, print- 
ing work, and all other contingent expenses of the 
two Houses of Congress, nine thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 


For the compensation granted by law to the 
Chief Justice, Associate Judges, District Judges, 
and Attorney General, forty-three thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of clerks of courts, 
jurors, and witnesses, in aid of the fund arising 
from fines, forfeitures, and penaltics, twelve thou- 
sand dollars. 

For defraying the cxpenses of prosccution for 
offences against the United States, and for the 
safe-kecping of prisoners, four thousand dollars. 

For compensation to.the Secretary of Slate, 
clerks, and persons employed in that Departinent, 
seven thousand seveu hundred and fifty dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses in the 
said Department, three thousand nine hundred 
and seventy-one dollars, and seventy-nine cents. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
seven thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, printing, and all 
other contingent expenses in the office of the Se- 
erctary of the Treasury, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, clerks, and persons employed in his 
office, ten thousand two hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all 
other contingent expenses in the Comptroller's 
office, eight hundred dollars, 

For compensation to the Treasurer, clerks, and 
persons employed in his office, four thousand one 
hundred dollars. 

For expense of firewood, stationery, printing, 
rent, and other contingencies in the Treasurers 
office, six hundred dollars. 

Vor compensation to the Auditor of the Troa- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
eleven thousand four hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and other 
contingent expenses in the Auditor's office, five 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the 
Revenue, clerks, and persons employed in his of- 
fice, six thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and other 
contingent expenses in the office of the Commis- 
sioner, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Register of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
fifteen thousand five hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other 
contingent expenses in the Register’s office, (in- 
cluding books for the public stocks,) two thousand 
four hundred dollars, 

For the payment of rent for the several houses 
employed in the Treasury Department, (except the 
‘Treasurer's oflice,) one thousand nine hundred and 
and forty-six dollars and sixty-eight cents. 

For expense of firewood and candles in the sev- 
eral offices of the Treasury Department, (except 
the Treasurer’s office,) one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For defraying the expense incident to the stat- 
ing and printing the public accounts for the year 
one thousand seven hundred aad ninety-five, cight 
hundred dollars. 
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For compensations to the several Loan Ofi- 
cers, thirteen thousand two hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, 
clerks, and persons employed in his office, eight 
thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of firewood, stationery, printing, 
rent, and other contingent expenses in the office of 
the Secretary of War, one thousand one hundred 
and thirty-three dollars and thirty-three cents. 

For compensation to the Accountant of the 
War Department, clerks, and persons employed 
in his office, six thousand four hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the Ac- 
countant of the War Department, six hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the following officers of 
the Mint: The Director, two thousand dollars; 
the Treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars; 
the Assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars ; 
the Chief Coiner, one thousand five hundred dol- 
lars; the Engraver, one thousand two hundred dol- 
lars ; four clerks, at five hundred dollars each, two 
thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of laborers in the 
different branches of the refinery, melting, and 
coining, at the Mint, five thousand two hundred 
dollars. 

For the pay of mechanics employed in making 
and repairing machinery for the Mint, two thou- 
sand six hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of a new coining press, iron- 
mongcry, lead, wood, coals, stationery, office fur- 
niture, and for other contingencics of the establish- 
ment of the Mint, five thousand five hundred dollars, 

For the purchase of a house and lot for the 
Mint, and of lumber, bricks, and other materials for 
buildings to be erected, and other necessary im- 
provements to be made, including mason’s and car- 
penter’s work, cartage and laborers, one thousand 
nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Governors, Secretaries, 
and Judges of the Territory Northwest and the 
Territory South of the river Ohio, ten thousand 
three hundred dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, printing 
patents for lands, and other contingent expenses in 
both the said Territories, seven hundred dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by 
the late Government, two thousand and seven dol- 
lars and seventy-three cents. 

For the annual allowance to the widow and 
orphan children of Colonel John Harding, and to 
the orphan children of Major Alexander Trueman, 
by the act of Congress of the twenty-seventh 
February, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the annual allowance for the education of 
Huzh Mercer, son of the late Major General Mer- 
cer, by the act of Congress of the second of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, four 
hundred dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the 
United States, on account of the civil department, 
not otherwise provided for, as shall have been as- 


certained and admitted in due course of settlement 
at the Treasury, and which are of a nature, accord- 
ing to the usage thereof, to require payment in 
specie, three thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the 
maintenance and support of light-houses, beacons, 
buoys, public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars, 
and shoals, there shall be appropriated a sum of 
money not exceeding twenty thousand dollars ; 
and for making good a deficiency of appropriation 
for building a light-house at Baldhead, there shall 
be appropriated a sum not exceeding four thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 3. dnd be it further enacted, That for dìs- 
charging certain miscellaneous claims upon the 
United States, there shall be appropriated a sum 
of money not exceeding eight thousand and four 
dollars and thirteen cents, that is to say : For mak- 
ing good to the Bank of the United States loss 
and insurance on shipments of money for, and on 
account of the United States, and for Joss on sil- 
ver and gold received from the collectors at Wil- 
mington and Edenton, one thousand four hundred 
and twelve dollars and ninety-three cents; for 
paying Joseph Stretch, sole administrator of Jo- 
seph Wright, deceased, for modelling a likeness 
and cutting two dies, in conformity to a resolu- 
tion of Congress of the twenty-fourth of Septem- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-nino, 
two hundred and thirty-three dollars and thirty- 
three cents; for the payment of a balance due to 
Arthur St. Clair, pursuant to an act of Congress 
of the thirty-first of May, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and nincty-four, one thousand and fifty-seven 
dollars and cighty seven cents; for an allowance 
to the widow and orphan children of Robert For- 
syth, late marshal of the district of Georgia, pur- 
suant to an act of June the seventh, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, two thousand dol- 
lars; for defraying the expense of publishing lists 
of invalid pensioners, in compliance with the re- 
solution of Congress of the ninth of Junc, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, cight 
hundred dollars; for defraying the expense of sun- 
dry expresses to and from the collectors of the re- 
yenue, in relation to the embargo, five hundred 
dollars; for the discharge of such inisccllanecous 
demands against tho United States, other than 
those on account of the civil departineut, not 
otherwise provided for, and which shall have been 
ascertained and admitted in duc course of settle- 
ment at the Treasury, and which are of a nature, 
according to the usage thereof, to require payment 
in specie, two thousand dollars. 

Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sev- 
eral appropriations hereinbefore made shall be 
paid and discharged out of the fund of six hundred 
thousand dollars referred by the act making pro- 
vision for the Debt of the United States. 

Approved, January 2, 1795. 


An Act to regulate the pay of the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates of the Militia of the 
United States, when called into actual service, and 
for other purposes. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the pass- 
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ing of this act, the allowance of bounty, clothing, 
and pay, to the non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates of the infantry, artillery, and 
cavalry of the militia of the United States, when 
called into actual service, shall be at the rate per 
month as follows: Each sergeant-major and quar- 
termaster-sergeant, nine dollars; each drum and 
fife major, eight dollars and thirty-three cents; 
each sergeant, eight dollars; each corporal, drum- 
mcer, fifer, and trumpeter, seven dollars and thirty- 
three cents; each farrier, saddler, and artificer, 
(inclnded as a private,) eight dollars; cach gunner, 
bombardier, and private, six dollars and sixty-six 
cents. 

Src, 2. And be it further enacted, That, in ad- 
dition to the monthly pay, there shall be allowed 
to each officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, 
and private of the cavalry, for the use of his horse, 
arms, and accoutrements, and for the risk thereof, 
except of horses killed in action, forty cents per 
day; and to each non commissioned officer, musi- 
cian, and private, twenty-five cents per day, in licu 
of rations and forage, when they shall provide the 
same, 

Seo. 8. And beit further enacted, That, when- 
ever the militia shall be called into the actual ser- 
vice of the United States, their pay shall be deemed 
to commence from the day of their appearing at the 
places of battalion, regimental, or brigade rendez- 
vous—allowing to each non-commissioned officer, 
musician, and private soldier, a day’s pay and 
rations for every fifteen miles from his home to 
such place of rendezvous, and the same allowance 
for traveling home from the place of discharge. 

Seo. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in ad- 
dition to the pay heretofore anthorized by law, 
there shall be allowed and paid to the non-coin- 
missioned officer's, musicians, and privates of the 
militia lately called forth into the actual service 
of the United States, on an expedition to Fort Pitt, 
such sums as shall, with the pay heretofore by law 
established, be equal to the allowance respectively 
provided in the first and second sections of this act: 
Provided, nevertheless, That the compensations 
made by any State to the militia called forth from 
such State, shall be deemed to be included in the 
additional allowance authorized by this act; and 
such State shall be entitled to receive from the 
Treasury of the United States, such sums as they 
shall have paid or allowed to the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, over and above 
the pay heretofore allowed by law, and not ex- 
ae the additional allowance granted by this 
act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
completing and better supporting the Military Fs- 
tablishment of the United States, as provided by 


the act, entitled “ An act making further and more ; 
effectual provision for the protection of the fron- į 


tiers of the United States,” there shall be allowed 
and paid, from and after the first day of January, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, to 
each non-commissioned officer, musician, and pri 
vate now in service, or hereafter to be enlisted, 
the additional pay of one dollar per month, daring 
the terms of their respective enlistments; and to 


| each soldier now in the service of the United States, 
or discharged therefrom subsequent to the third 
day of March last, who shall re-enlist after the first 
day of January next, an additional bounty of eight 
dollars—making the entire bounty sixteen dollars ; 
and to cach person not now in the Army of the 
United States, or discharged, as above, who shall 
enlist after the said first day of January next, an 
additional bounty of six dollars—making the en- 
tire bounty fourteen dollars: but the payment of 
four dollars of cach additional bounty hereby erant- 
ed, shall be deferred until the soldier enlisting shall 
join the regiment or corps in which he is to serve. 
Sue. 6. And. be it further enacted, That, to those 
in the military service of the United States, who 
are or shall be employed on the Western frontiers, 
| there shall be allowed, during the time of their 
, being so employed, two ounces of flour or bread, 
and two ounces of beef or pork, in addition to each 
of their rations, and half a pint of salt in addition 
i to every hundred of thcir rations. 
' Approved, January 2, 1795. 


Au Act authorizing the transfer of the stock standing 
to the ercdit of certain States. 

Be it enacted &e, That at any time within two 
years from the passing of this act, transfers shall 
and may be authorized, of so much of the stock 
standing to the credit of any State, pursuant to 
the report of the Commissioners for settling ac- 
counts between the United States and individual 
States; and the act passed thercon, entitled “ An 
act making provision for the payment of the inte- 
rest on the balances due to certain States, upon a 
tinal settlement of the accounts between the United 
States and the individual States,” to creditors of 
such State who were such prior to the first day of 
July, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, as may be necessary to satisfy their respect- 
ive demands: Provided, That no such transfer 
shall be made but with the consent of the said 
State and its creditors. 

Approved, January 2, 1795, 


An Act providing fur the payment of certain instal- 
ments of Foreign Debts, and of the third instalment 
due on a Loan made of the Bank of the United States, 
Be it enacted, ce, That, the President of the 

United States be, and he hereby is, authorized and 

empowered to cause any instalments of the Foreign 

Debts which may fall due in the year one thou- 

| sand seven hundred and ninety-tive, and also the 

third instalment due on a Loan made of the Bank 

1 

i 


of the United States, in pursuance of the cleventh 
seclion of the act for incorporating the subscribers 
to the said Bank, to be paid out of the proceeds of 
any Forcign Loans herctofore made. 

Approved, January 8, 1795, 


j An Act for reviving certain suits and process which 
have been discomtinucd in the District Court of 
Pennsylvania. 

Be it enacted, &e., That all suits and process 

! which were pending in the District Court of Penn- 

sylvania, which, by law, ought to have been holden 
on the third Monday in November last, and which 
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were discontinued by the failure to hold the same; 
and all suits and process which were commenced for 
the said Court, or returnable thereto; and, also, all 
suits and process which were pending in any spe- 
cial Court of the said district, and discontinued by 
failure to hold the adjournment thereof, on the day 
appointed, at any time since the last day of July 
last, be, and they are hereby, revived; and hereby 
day is civen to all the suits and process aforesaid, 
in the District Court next by law to be holden in 
the same district; and the same proccedings may 
be had at the same last mentioned Court, in all the 
suits and process aforesaid, as by law might have 
been had at the Courts, respectively, in which the 
same were pending, or to which the same were re- 
turnable. : 
Approved, January 28, 1795. 


An Act further extending the time for receiving on 
Loan the Domestic Debt of the United States. 

Be it enacted, &c, That the term for recciving 
on loan that part of the Domestic Debt of the United 
Slates which has nol been subscribed in pursu- 
ance of the provisions heretofore made by law for 
that purpose, be and the same is hereby fur ther 
extended until the thirty-first day of December 
next, on the same terms and conditions as are con- 
tained in the act, entitled “ An act making provi- 
sion for the Debt of the United States :” Provided, 
That the books for receiving the said subscriptions 
shall be opened only at the Treasury of the United 
States. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That such of 
the creditors of the United States as have not sub- 
scribed and shall not subscribe to the said loan, 
shall nevertheless reccive during the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-five, a rate per cen- 
tum on the amount of such of their demands as 
have been registered or as shall be registered at 
the Treasury conformable to the directions in the 
act, entitled “ An act making provision for the 
Debt of the United States,” equal to the interest 
which would be payable to them as subscribing 
creditors. 

Approved, Januar, 28, 1795. 


An Act supplementary to the several acts imposing du- 
ties on goods, wares, and merchandise imported into 
the United States, 

Wh reas difficnities have arisen in ascertaining 
the duties on certain articles imported into the 
United States, and further provisions for securing 
the collection of the impost duties are found neces- 
sary: 

Be it enacted, £c., That, in lieu of the present 
duties, thera shall be levied, collected and paid 
upon all printing types, which after the last day 
of March next, shall be imported into the United 
States, in ships or vessels of the United States, at 
the rate of ten per centum, and upon all girandoles, 
at the rate of twenty per centum ad valorem; that, 
after the said last day of March next, the present 
duties payable upon claycd sugars shall cease, and 
there shall be paid upon all white clayed or white 
powdered sugars, three cents per pound, and upon 
all other clayed or powderel sugars, one and a half 


cent per pound; upon Malaga wine, twenty cents ; 
upon Burgundy and Champagne, forty cents per 
gallon. ; 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, after 
the said last day of March, teas, commonly called 
imperial, gunpowder, or gomce, shall pay the same 
duties as hyson teas; and where any entire article 
is, by any law of the United States, made subject 
to the payment of duties, the parts thereof, when 
imported separately, shall be subject to the pay- 
ment of the same rate of duties. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, after 
the said last day of March, the valuation of all 
goods, wares, and merchandise, subject to the pay- 
ment of dutics ad valorem, shall be made upon 
the actual cost at the place of exportation, in- 
cluding all charges, (commissions, outside pack- 
ages and insurance only excepted,) that the duty 
on any wines i:nported into the United States shall 
not be less than ten cents per gallon, and that bot- 
les in which any liquor is imported, shall be sub- 
ject to the payment of the like duty as empty 
bottles. 

See. 4. And be it further enacted, That the du- 
ties upon all goods, wares, and mere andise, im- 
ported into the United States, after the said last 
day of March, (where the sum payable by one 
person or copartnership shall amount to more than 
fifty dollars,) shall be payable upon all articles, 
the produce of the West Indies, (salt exeepted,) 
the one-half in three, and the other half in six ca- 
lendar months; and on all goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported from Europe, (wines, salt and 
teas exc”pt-d,) one-third in eight months, and onc- 
third in ten months, and the remaining third in 
twelve months from the time of each respectivo 
importation. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, in re- 
spect to the aforesaid duties, and the duties hereto- 
fore imposed on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, there shall be an 
addition of ten per centuin to the several rales of 
duties when imported in ships or vessels not of the 
United States, except in cases where snch addi- 
tional duty has been before specially laid on any 
goods, wares, or merchandise,imported in such ships 
or vessels, 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the du- 
ties aforesaid shall be collected in like manner, and 
under the same regulations, restrictions, and provi- 
sions, and suhject to the like appropriations as 
goods, wares, and merchandise, import.d into the 
United States, are now subject to. 

Approved, January 29, 1795. 

An Act making further provision in cases of draw- 
backs. 

Whereas the allowance of drawbacks on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
States, is now limited to such as are exported 
from districts into which the same are imported, 
and great loss and inconvenience arc experienced 
from such limitation and further provision, in re- 
spect to goods, wares, or merchandise, entitled to 
drawback, is deemed necessary : 

Be it enacted, dc, That after the last day of 
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March next, any goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, may be exported 
from any of the ports af which ships and vessels 
from the Cape of Good Hope, or from any place be- 
yond the same, are admitted to make entry, and en- 
titled to the same drawback of the duties as goods, 
wares, and merchandise, exported from the districts 
into which they are imported, are now entitled to: 
Provided, nevertheless, That such goods, wares, and 
merchandise, shall not be entitled to such draw- 
back, unless they shall be accompanied by a certi- 
ficate from the collector of the district into which 
they were imported, specifying the marks, num- 
bers, and descriptions, of the casks or packages, 
with the names of the master and vessel in which, 
the time when, and the place from whence, they 
were imported; and where the articles pay duties 
by weight or measure, the quantity in each; and in 
all cases the amount of the duties paid or secured 
thereon. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in order 
to entitle any person to such certificate, he or they 
shall make out an entry of all such goods, warcs, 
and merchandise, specifying the marks, numbers, 
and descriptions, of the casks, or packages, and 
their contents, the names of the master and vessel 
in which, the time when, and the place from which 
they were imported ; the names of the master and 
vessel in which they are intended to be laden, and 
the district in the United States to which they are 
destined ; and shall moreover make oath or affirma- 
tion to the truth of such entry; which requisites 
being complied with, and the collector satisfied 
with the truth thereof, he shall grant such certifi- 
cate, and such goods, wares, and merchandise, 
shall be entered with the collector of the district 
into which they shall be brought from the place of 
their importation, previous to the landing or unlad- 
ing thereof. 

‘Sue. 3. And be it further enacted, That, after 
the last day of March next, it shall -be lawful for 
the importer, or exporter, of any liquors in casks, 
coffee in casks, or other packages, or any unrefined 
sugars, to fill up the casks or packages out of other 
easks or packages included in the original importa- 
tion, into new casks or packages, in case the orig- 
inal cask or package shall be so injured as to be 
rendered unfit for exportation, and under the in- 
spection of the inspector of the port from which 
such liquors, coffee, or unrefined sugars, are intend- 
ed to be exported. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That when 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, entitled to 
drawback, shall he entered for exportation from 
any other district than the one into which they 
were imported, the person intending to export the 
samo, besides producing the certificate hereinbe- 
fore directed, shall make an entry in like manner, 
and the goods, wares, and merchandise, thercin 
expressed, shall undergo the same examination as 
is by law required relative to goods, wares, and 
merchandise, entitled to drawback, and intended 
i be cxported from the place of original importa- 
ion. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That for.all 
goods, wares, and merchandise, entitled to draw- 


back, which, after the last day of March next, 
shall be exported from the district into which 
they were originally imported, the exporter or ex- 
porters shall be entitled to receive from the col- 
lector of such district a debenture or debentures 
for the amount of the drawback to which such 
goods, wares, or merchandise, are entitled, payable 
at the same time or times respectively on which 
the duties on the said goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, shall become duc, except the same or any 
part thereof has been paid, or shall become payable 
in less than three months; in which case such 
debenture shall be payable in three months: And 
it shall be the duty of the said collectors to dis- 
charge such debentures, at the time they become 
dne, out of any public money in their hands. And 
where goods, wares, and merchandise, are exported 
from any other district than the one into which 
they were imported, it shall be the duty of the 
collector of such district to grant to the exporter 
a certificate expressing ‘that such goods, wares, 
and merchandise, were exported from his district, 
with the marks, numbers, and description, of the 
packages and thcir contents, the name of the ves- 
sel on which they were laden, the name of the 
commander, and the port for which they were 
cleared out, and the amount of the drawback to 
which they are entitled. And such certificate 
shall entitle the possessor thereof to receive from 
the éollector of the said district, with whom the 
duties on the said goods, wares, and merchandise, 
were paid, or secured, a debenture or debentures for 
the drawback expressed in the said certificates, pay- 
able at the same time, and in like manner, as is here- 
in directed for debentures on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, exported from the place of their first im- 
portation: Provided, nevertheless, That the collec- 
tor aforesaid may refuse to grant such debenture 
or debentures, in case it shall appear to him that 
any error has arisen, or any fraud has been com- 
mitted; and in case of such refusal, if the deben- 
ture or debentures claimed shall cxceed one hun- 
dred dollars, it shall be his duty to represent the 
case to the Comptroller of the Treasury, who shall 
determine whether such debenture or debentures 
shall be granted or not: And provided always, 
That in no case of an exportation by the original 
importer shall a drawback be paid until the duties 
on the importation thereof shall have been first 
received, 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That before 
the receipt of any such debenture, in case of ex- 
portation from the district of original importation, 
and in case of exportation from any other district, 
before the receipt of any such certificate, the per- 
son applying for the same shall give bond with 
one or more sureties, to the satisfiction of the 
collector who is to grant the debenture, or the cer- 
tificate, as the case may be, in a sum equal to 
double the amount of the sum for which such de- 
benture or certificate is granted, conditioned to 
produce to such collector, like proof and certificates 
of the delivery of such goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, at some place without the United States, as 
are now required by law for obtaining the draw- 
back on exportation, within onc year, in case such 
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allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, poten- 
tale, State, or sovercignty whatever, and particu- 
larly by uame, the prince, potentate, Stato, or 
sovereignty whereof such alien may, at the time, 
be a citizen or subject. 

Secondly. He shall, at the time of his applica- 
tion to be admitted, declare, on oath or affirmation, 
before some one of the Courts aforesaid, that he 
has resided within the United States five years at 
least, and within the State or Territory where 
such Court is at the time held, one year at least, 
that he will support the Coustitulion of the United 
States; and that he doth absolutely and entirely 
renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to 
every foreign prince, potentate, State, or sovereign- 
ty whatever, and particularly, by name, the prince, 
potentate, State, or sovereignty, whereof le was 
before a citizen or subject; which proceedings shall 
be recorded by the clerk of the Court. 

Thirdly. The Court admitting such alien shall 
be satisfied that he has resided within the limits 
and under the jurisdiction of the United States, five 
years; and it shall further appear to their satisfac- 
tion that, during that time, he has behaved as a 
man of a good moral character, attached to the 
principles of the Constitution of the United States, 
and well disposed to the good order and happiness 
of the same. 

Fourthly. In case tho alien applying to be ad- 
mitted to citizenship shall have borne any heredi- 
lary title, or been of any of the orders of nobility, 
in the Kingdom or State from whieh he came, he 
shall, in addition to the above requisites, make an 
express renunciation of his title or order of nobil- 
ity, in the Court to which his applization shall be 
made; which renunciation shall be recorded in the 
said Court. 

Sec. 2. Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, That any alien, now residing within the 
limits and under the jurisdiction of the United 
States, may be adimilted to become a citizen, on 
his declaring, on oath or affirmation, in some one 
of the Courts aforesaid, that he has resided two 
years, at least, within and under the jurisdiction 
of the same, und one year, at least, within the 
State or Territory where such Court is at the 
time held; that he will support the Constitution 
of the United States; and that he doth absolulely 
and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance 
and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, State, 
or sovereignty, whatever, and particularly, by 
name, the prince, potentate, State, or sovereignty, 
whereof he was before a citizen or subject; and 
moreover, on its appearing to the satisfaction of 
the Court, that, during the said term of two years, 
he has behaved as a man of good moral character, 
attached to the Constitution of the United States, 
and well disposed to the good order and happiness 
of the same ; and, when the alien applying for admis- 
sion to citizenship shall have borne any hereditary 
title, or been of any of tho orders of nobility in the 
Kingdom or State from which he came, on his, 
moreover, making in the Court an express renun- 
ciation of his title or order of nobility, before he 
shall be entitled to such admission; all of which 
proceedings, required in this proviso to be per- 


goods have been shipped to any part of Europe or 
America, und within two years, if'to any part of 
Asia or Africa: Provided, nevertheless, That when 
it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the 
collector, to whom such certificates are directed to 
be returned, that such certificates could not be ob- 
tained, the exporter or exporters shall be permitted 
to offer such other testimony, as to the landing or 
loss of the goods, wares, and merchandise, as he 
may have; which proof shall be referred to the 
Comptroller of the Treasury, who shall have power 
and authority to admit the same if he shall deem it 
satisfactory, and to direct the collector to cancel the 
bond accordingly. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That so 
mach of the act, entitled “An act to provide 
more effectually for the collection of tho duties 
imposed by law on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels,” as extends the credits 
on bonds given for duties on account of the draw- 
back on goods exported, shall, after the said last 
day of March next, be repealed : Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to ex- 
tend to any allowance mado upon goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported before the said last day 
of March next. 

Approved, January 29, 1795. 


An Act in addition to the act, entitled “An act to re- 
gulate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, mu- 
sicians, and privates, of the Militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and for other 
purposes.” 

Be it enacted, d&c., That the augmentation of 
bounty authorized by the fifth section of the act, 
entitled “ An act to regulate the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, of 
the Militia of the United States, when called into 
actual service, and for other purposes,” shall be 
allowed and paid to such recruits as shall have en- 
listed after the passing of the said act, or as shall 
hereafter enlist, in like manner as is by the said act 
provided in cases of enlistment after the first day of 
January next. 

Approved, January 29, 1795. 


An act to establish an uniform rule of Naturalization, 
and to repeal the act heretofore passed. 

For carrying into complete effect the power 
given by the Constitution to establish an uniform 
rule of naturalization throughout the United 
States: 

Be it enacted, -c., That any alien, being a free 
white person, may be admitted to become a citizen 
of the United States, or any of them, on the follow- 
ing conditions, and not otherwise : 

First, He shall have declared, on oath or affirm- 
ation, before the Supreme, Superior, District, or 
Circuit Court of some one of the States, or of the 
Territories Northwest or South of the river Ohio, 
or a Circuit or District Court of the United States, 
three years, at least, before his admission, that it 
was, bona fide, his intention to become a citizen 
of the United States, and to renounce forever all 
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formed in the Court, shall be recorded by the clerk 
thereof. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
children of persons duly naturalized, dwelling 
within the United States, and being under the 
age of twenty-one years, at the time of sneh nata- 
ralization, and the children of citizens of the Unit- 
ed States, born out of the limits and jurisdiction of 
the Uni ed States, shall be considered as citizens 
of the United States: Provided, That the right 
of citizenship shall not descend to persous whose 
fathers have never been resident in the United 
States: Provided, also, That no person heretofore 
proscribed by any Suite, or who has been legully 
convicted of having joined the army of Great 
Britain, during the late war, shall be admitted a 
citizen as atoresaid, without the consent of the 
Legislature of the State in which such person: was 
proscribed. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the act 


entitled “An act to establish an uniform rule of 
naturalization,” passed the twenty-sixth day of 


March, one thousand seven hundred aud ninety, be, 

and the same ia hereby repealed. 
Approved, January 29, 1795. 

An Act to amend the Act, entitled “ An Act making 
alterations in the Treasury and War Departments 
Be it enacteed, dre, That in case of vacancy in 

the office of Sceretary of State, Secretary of the 

Treasury, or of the Secretary of the Department 

of War, or of any officer of either of the said De- 

partments, whose appointment is not in the Head 
thereof, whereby they cannot perform the duties 
of their said respective offices, it shall be lawful for 
the President of the United States, in case be shall 
think it necessary, to authorize any person or per- 
sons, at his discretion, to perform the duties of the 
suid respective offices, until a successor be appoin- 
ted, or such vacancy be filled: Provided, That no 
one vacancy shall be supplied, in manner aforesaid, 
for a longer term than six months. 

Approved, February 13, 1795. 


An Act relative to the compensation of certain officers 
employed in the cullectivu of the duties of impost 
and tonnage. 

Re it enacted, g-c., That, in lieu of the commis- 
gions heretufure by law established, there shill be 
allowed to the collectors of the duties of impost 
and tonnage, on all moneys by them respectively 
received on account of the duties aforesaid arising 
on tonnage, and on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported after the last day of March next, as fol- 
lows, to wit: 

To the collectors of the districts of Penusylyania 
and New York, three-tenths of one per cent; 

To the collector of the district of Boston and 


Charlestown, and to the collector of the district of 


Baltimore, five-eighths of one per cent; 

T'o the collectors of the districts of Salem and 
Norfolk, seven-eighths of one per cent ; 

To the collectors of the districts of Alexandria, 
Charleston, and Savannah, one per cent; 

To the collector of the district of Newburyport, 
one and a quarter per cent ; 


To the collectors of the districts of Portsmouth, 
Portland, Newport, Providence, New Haven, and 
Tappahannock, one and a half per cent; 

And to the collectors of the districts of Ver- 
mont, Champlain, Gloucester, Marblehead, Ply- 
mouth, Barnstable, Nantucket, Edgartown, New 
Bedford, Dighton, York, Biddeford, Bath, Wis- 
casset, Penobscot, Frenchman's Bay, Machias, 
Passamaquoddy, New London, Fairfield, Sagg 
Harbor, Perth-Amboy, Burlington, Bridyetown, 
Great Ege Harbor, Wilmington in Delaware, 
Chester, Oxford, Vienna, Snowhill, Annapolis, 
Nottingham, Cedar Point, Georgetown in Mary- 
land, Bermuda Hundred, Hampton, Yorktown, 
Yeocomico, Dumfries, Foley Landing, Cherry- 
stone, South Quay, Kentucky, Wilmington in North 
Jarolina, New bern, Washington, Edenton, Camden, 
Georgetown in South Carolina, Beaufort, Sunbury, 
Rrunswieck, St. Mary’s, and Hardwich, two per 
cent. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of March next, in lieu of the 
annual allowances heretofore established by law, 
there shall be yearly allowed to the following 
othvers. the sums following, to wit: 

To the collectors of the districts of Annapolis, 
Chester, Soath Quay, Yeocomico, Wilmington in 
North Carolina, Cedar Point, and Washington, the 
sum of two handred dollars each ; 

To the collectors of the districts of York, Passa- 
maquoddy, Oxford, Vienna, Nottingham, Iamp- 
ton, Yorktown, Dumfries, Foley Landing, Cher- 
rystone, Beaufort, St. Mary's, Brunswick, and 
Hardwich, the sum of one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars each ; 

To the collector of the district of Perth-Amboy, 
one hundred and twenty dollars ; 

To the collectors of the districts of Portsmouth, 
Vermont, Champlain, Gloucester, Plymouth, 
Birnstable, Nantucket, Edgartown, New Bedford, 
Biddeford, Penobscot, Frenchmaws Bay, Machias, 
Ne port, Fairfield, Burlingion, Bridgetown, Great 
Egg Harbor, Wilmington in Delaware, Snowhill, 
Kentucky, Bermuda Hundred, Camden, George- 
rown in South Carolina, and Sunbury, the sum of 
ove hundred dollars each ; 

To the eullectors of the districts of Marblehead, 
Bath, Wiscasset, New Haven, and Georgetown in 
Maryland, the sum of fifty dollars eaeh; 

‘Lo the naval officer of the district of Portsmouth, 
the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars ; 

To the naval officers of the districts of Newbury- 
port, Salem, Newport, Providence, Wilmington m 
North Carolina, and Savannah, the sum of one 
hundred dollars each: 

To the surveyor of the port of Salem, two hun- 
dred dollars; 

To the snrvevors of Porlsmouth, Newburyport, 
Bristol, Warren, East Greenwich, St. Mary’s, 
Suffolk, Smithfield, Richmond, Petersbury, Fred- 
ericksburg, Wilmington, Beaufort, and Swansa- 
borough, the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars 
each ; 

To the surveyors of Newport and Providence, 
ove hundred and thirty dollars each ; 

To the surveyors of Gloucester, Beverly, New 
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Haven, Middletown, Albany, Hudson, Little Egg 
Harbor, and Lewelleusburg, one hundred and 
twenty dollars each ; 

Aud to the surveyors of Ipswich, Portland, 
North Kingston, Pawhatuck, Patuxet, New Lon- 
don, Stonington, Town Creek, Bermudi Ilundred, 
West Point, Urbanna, Port Royal, Alexandria, 
Windsor, Hertford, Plymouth, Skewarky, Mur- 
freesborough, Bennets Creek, Winton, Nixonton, 
Newbigwen Creek, Pasquotank River, Indian Town, 
Currituck Inlet, Savannah, and New Brunswick, 
in New Jersey, the sum of one hundred dollars 
each. 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of March next, in lieu of the 
sum heretofore established by law, there shall be 
paid to each inspector, for every day he shall be ac- 
tually employed in aid of the customs, a sum not 
exceeding one dollar and sixty-six cents ; and that, 
instead of the sum heretofore established by law, 
to be paid for the weighing of every one hundred 
and twelve pounds, in the districts of Pennsylvania, 
New York, Boston, Baltimore, and Norfolk, there 
shall be paid one cent and a h.f. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of March neat, it shall be 
the duty of the several collectors, naval officers, 
and surveyors, to keep accurate accounts of their 
official emoluments and expenditures, and the 
saine to transmit, annually, on the last day of De- 
cember, to the Comptroller of the ‘Treasury, who 
shall annually lay an abstract of the same before 
Congress. 

Approved, February 14, 1795. 


An Act for the reimbursement of a Loan authorized by 
an Act of the last session of Congress. 


Be it enacted, §c., ‘That the Bank of the United 
States be, and the same is hereby, authorized to 
lend to the United States, the whole or any part 
ol the sum of eight hundred thousand dollars, (te- 
maining uuapplied,) in pursuance of the authority 
granted to borrow one million of dollars, by the 
act, enutled “An act waking further provision for 
the expenses attending the intercourse of the 
United States with foreign uations; and further to 
continue in force the act, entitled ‘Au act providing 
the means of intercourse between the United 
States and foreign nations. ” 

SEC. 2. And be tt further enacted, That, after 
reserving such sums as may be sufficient to satisfy 
prior appropriations, there be further appropriated, 
in aid of the provision heretofore made, out of the 
proceeds of the duties which bave arisen, or may 
arise, upon carriages for the conveyance of persons, 
upon licenses for selling wines and foreign distilled 
spirituous liquors by retail, upon snuff and refined 
sugar, and upon property sold at auction ; which 
were imposed by acts passed during the last ses- 
sion, and which may be further continued the 
present session of Congress; or from the proceeds 
ot such duties or revenues as may be established 
in lien thereof, a sum sufficient to the reimburse- 
ment, before the year one thousand eight hundred 
and one, of any Loan or Loans, which have been, 


or which may hereafter be made, in virine of the 
act aforesaid: and that the faith of the United 
States be, and the same is hereby, pledged to make 
good any deficiency of the said duties. 

Approved, February 21, 1795. 


An Act authorizing the erection of a light-house near 
the entrance of Georgetown Harbor, in the State of 
South Carolina. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, required to canse to 
be ereeted, as soon as may be, a light-house, near 
the entrance of the harbor of Georgetown, in the 
State of Sooth Carolina, at such place, when 
ceded to the United States, as shall be most con- 
venient for the navigation thereof; aud that a 
sum, not exceeding five thousand dollars, be appro- 
priated for the same, out of any moneys not other- 
wise appropriisted: And that a sum, not exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars, be appropriated, for 
placing buoys on certain shoals in Cape Fear river, 
below the town of Wilmington, in the State of 
North Carolina. 

Approved, February 21, 1795. 


An Act supplementary to the Act concerning Invalids, 


Be it enacted, &e., That the right any person 
now has, or may hereafter acquire, to receive a 
pension, by virtue of the act passed on the 28th 
day of February, ouc thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, entitled “An act to regulate the 
claims to invalid pensions,” be considered to com- 
mence at the time of completing his testimony 
before the District Judge or Commissioners, pur- 
suant to the said act: And nothing shall be allow- 
ed to any invalid, of the description aforesaid, by 
way of arrear of pension, antecedent to the date of 
his completing his testimony as aforesaid: And 
the pensions allowed under the said act shall be 
continued to the respective pensioners, during the 
continuance of their disability. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no com- 
inissioned officer, who has received commutation of 
half-pay, shall be paid a pension as au invalid, until 
he shall return his commutation into the Treasury of 
the United States; except where special provision 
bas been made, in particular cases, for allowing 
pensions on the return only of certain portions of 
the commutation, 

Approved, February 21, 1795. 


An Act to establish the office of Purveyor of Public 
Supplies. 

Be it enacted, §c., That there shall be in the 
Department of the ‘Treasury, an officer to be de- 
nominated, *Purveyor of Public Supplies,” whose 
duty shall be, under the direction and supervision 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to conduct the 
procuring and providing of all arms, militury and 
naval stores, provisions, clothing, Indian goods, 
and generally all articles of supply, requisite for 
the service of the United States, and whose com- 
pensation shall be, a salary of two thousand dol- 
lars per annum. And all letters to and from the 


1503 


APPENDIX. 


1504 


Acts of Congress. 


said officer shall be received and conveyed by post 
free of postage. 

Src. 2. And be i further enacted, That the 
said officer shall not directly or indirectly be con- 
cerned, or interested, in carrying on the business 
of trade or commerce, or be owner in whole or in 
part, of any sea vessel, or purchase by himself, or 
another, in trust for him, publie lands, or any 
other public property, or be concerned in the pur- 
chase or disposal of any public securities of any 
State, or of the United States, or take, or apply 
to his own use, any emolument or gain for nego- 


in New Jersey: From Brownsville in Pennsylva- 
nia, to the town of Washington: Froin Reading, 
by Sunbury, and the town of Northumberland, to 
Lewisburg, commonly called Derstown, on the 
Susquehanna: From Bethlehem to Wilksburg, 
in the eounty of Luzerne: From York Town, 
through Abbottstown and Gettysburg, to Hagers- 
town in Maryland; and from Hagerstown, through 
Williamsport, to Martenshurg, in Virginia: From 
Annapolis, by Lower Marlborough, to Calvert 
Courthouse, and from thence to Saint Leonard’s 
Creek: From Bladensburg in Maryland, through 


tiating or transacting any business in the said! Upper Marlborough, to Nottingham, and from 


Department other than what shall be allowed by 

law; and if he shall offend against any of the 

prohibitions of this act, he shall, upon conviction, 
forfeit to the United States the penalty of three 

thousand dollars, and may be imprisoned for a 

term not exceeding five years, and shall be re- 

moved frum office, and be forever thereafter inca- 
pable of’ holding any office under the Uniled 

States. 

Sec. 3. dnd be i further enacted, That the 
said officer shall, before he enters on the duties of 
his office, give bond with sufficient sureties, to be 
appoved by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
Comptroller, in the sum of twenty thousand dol- 
lars, payable to the United States, with condition 
for the taithful performance of the duties of his 
said office; which bond shall be lodged in the 
office of the Comptroller. 

Approved, February 23, 1795. 

An Act to continue in force the act “ for ascertaining 
the Fees in Admiralty proccedings in the District 
Courts of the United tates, and for other pur- 
poses.” 

Be it enacted, &c., That the act, entitled “An 
act to ascertain the Fees in Admiralty proceedings 
in the District Courts of the United States and for 
other purposes,” be, and is hereby continued in 
force, for the term of one year from the passing of 
this act, and from thence to the end of the next 
session of Congress, and no longer. 

Approved, February 25, 1795. 


An Act to amend the act, entitled, “ An act to estab- 
lish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 
United States. 

Be it enacted, §e. That the following be, 
and are hereby established, as Post Roads, 
namely: From Pittstown in the District of 
Maine, to Wiscassett; and from Hallowell in 
the said district, to Norridgeworth: From Dover 
in New Hampshire, through Berwick, to Water- 
borough Courthouse, and from thence to Kenne- 
buuk: From Portsmouth, through Dover, Ro- 
chester, and Moultonborough, to Plymouth; and 
from Plymouth to Portsmouth, by New Hampton, 
Meredith, Gilmantown, Nottingham and Dur- 
ham; the post to go and return on the said route 
alternately: from Fishkill, by Newburg and New 
Windsor, to Goshen: from Coopers Town, by 
Butternut Creek and Oxford Academy to Union 
Town: From Pipers on the post-road from Phila- 


thence to the town of Benedict: From Belle-Air 
in Harford county, Maryland, to the Black Horse, 
on the York and Baltimore road: From Glouces- 
ter Courthouse, in Virginia, to York Town: 
From Powhattan Courthouse, to Cartersville: 
From Charlottesville, by Warren, Warminsten, 
Newmarhet, Amherst Courthouse, Cabellsburg, 
and Madison to Lynchburg: From Winchester, 
through Romney, to Moorfields: From Charlotte 
in North Carolina, by Lancaster Courthouse, to 
Camden, in South Carolina; and from Charlotte 
to Lincolnton: From Beardstown, in Kentucky, 
to Nashville, in the territory South of the river 
Ohio. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, instead 
of the road from Fayetteville, by Lumberton to 
Cheraw Courthouse, the route of the post shall 
hereafter be on the most direct road from Fayette- 
ville to Cheraw Courthouse: and that the Post- 
master General shall have authority to discon- 
tinue the post-road from Lumberton to Cheraw 
Courthouse, and from Hagerstown to Sharps- 
burg, in Maryland. That if, in the opinion of the 
Postmaster General, an alteration in the post- 
road from Cumberland, in Maryland, to Morgan- 
town, in Virginia, and from thence, by Union 
Town, in Pennsylvania, to Brownsville, on the 
Monongahela, could be made more conducive to the 
public interest than the present route, yet so ag to 
afford the same accommodation to the said places, 
he shall be authorized, with the consent of the 
present contractor, for carrying the mail, to make 
such altcration. 

Approved, February 25, 1795. 


An Act supplementary to the act, entitled “ An act to 
provide more effectually for the collection of the du 
ties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That if the master or com- 
mander of any ship or vessel, coming into, or ar» 
riving at any port or place within the Uniled 
States, shall obstruct or hinder, or shall cause any 
obstruction or hindrance with such an intent, to 
any officer of the revenue, in going on board such 
ship or vessel, for the purpose of carrying into 
effect any of the revenue laws of the United 
States, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding five 
hundred, nor less than fifty dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That, in 
all actions, suits, or informations to be brought, 


delphia to Bethlehem, by Alexandria, to Pittston! where any seizure shall be made for any breach 
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of the revenue laws of the United States, the bur- 
den of proof shall lie on the claimant only, where 
probable cause is shown for such prosecution, to be 
judged of by the Court, before whom the prosecu- 
tion is had. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, in all 
eases in which suits or prosecutions shall be com- 
menced for the recovery of pecuniary penalties pre- 
scribed by the laws of the United States, the person 
or persons, against whom process may be issued, 
shall be held to special bail, subject to the rules 
and regulations which prevail in civil suits, in which 
special bail is required. 

Sro. 4. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of May next, there shall he 
established the following new districts and ports 
of delivery, to wit: In the State of New York, a 
district to be called the District of Hudson, 
which shall include the city of Hudson, and all 
the waters and shores northward of the said city 
on Hudson river, and the town of Catskill below 
the said city; and the said city of Hudson 
shall be the sole port of entry for the said 
district: to which shall be annexed the towns 
or landing places of Catskill, Kinderhook, and 
Albany, as ports of delivery only; and the col- 
lector for the said district shall reside at Hud- 
son; and a surveyor, to reside at Hudson, and 
another, at Albany, as is now by law established : 
In the State of Connecticut, a district, to be 
called the district of Middletown; which shall in- 
clude the several towns and landing places of 
Lyme, Saybrook, Killingsworth, Haddam, East 
Haddam, Middletown, Chatham, Weathersfield, 
Glastenbury, Hartford, East Hartford, Windsor, 
and East Windsor; of which Middletown shall 
be the sole port of entry, and the other towns and 
landing places before named shall be ports of de- 
livery only: and the collector shall reside at Mid- 
Gletown, and there shall be two other surveyors 
appointed within the said district, one to reside at 
Hartford, and the other at Saybrook: In the 
State of Massachusetts, a district to be called the 
District of Waldoborough; and a collector for 
the district shall reside at Waldoborough, which 
shall be the sole port of entry; and to which dis- 
trict shall be annexed the towns of Bristol, No- 
bleborough, Warren, Thomaston, Cushing, and 
Camden; also, a place called Ducktrap, as ports 
of delivery only ; and there shall be a surveyor to 
reside at Thomaston; and all the shores and wa- 
ters, from the middle of Damarascotty river to 
Ducktrap, shall be comprehended within the said 
district- of Waldoborough. And in the district of 
Portland and Falmouth, Freeport and Harps- 
well; and also, in the District of Bath, the towns 
of Georgetown and Brunswick shall be ports of 
delivery only: And the collectors, to be appointed 
in conformity with this aet, shall each become 
bound in the sum of four thousand dollars, and 
each surveyor, in the sum of one thousand dol- 
lars, in manner, as is by law provided in like 
cases. And the same duties, authorities and fees 
of office, with a similar distribution thereof, shall 
appertain to those appointments, as are now, in 
like cases, authorized by law. And the collectors 
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aforesaid shall each receive the same per centage 
on the amount of all moneys by them respective- 
ly received for duties, together with the same 
yearly allowance, as is allowed by law to the Col- 
lector of the District of Fairfield; and each of 
the surveyors in the district aforesaid shall re- 
ceive the same yearly allowance as is, or may be 
allowed by law to the Surveyor of the District of 
New Haven. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
master or commander of any ship or vessel, 
bound from a forcign port or place, to the District 
of Hudson, or to the District of Bermuda Hun- 
dred and City Point, shall, if bound to the former, 
first come to, with his ship or vessel, at the city of 
New York; and if to the latter, after the last day 
of September next, at Hampton Road or Sewell’s 
Point, and there make report to the Collector of 
New York, or of Norfolk and Portsmouth, or to 
the Collector of the port of Hampton, as the 
case may be, and take on board an inspector of 
the customs, before he shall proceed to the Dis- 
trict of Hudson, or to the District of Bermuda 
Hundred and City Point: And if bound to any 
port on Connecticut river, shall take an inspector 
on board at Saybrook, before proceeding to such 
port. And if any master or commander shall ne- 
glect or refuse to comply with the duty hereby 
enjoined, or which is enjoined in the third section 
of the act, entitled ‘“An act to provide more 
effectually for the collection of the duties im- 
posed by law on goods, wares and merchandise 
imported into the United States, and on the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels,” he shall forfeit » sum 
not more than five hundred, and not less than 
fifty dollars: Provided however, That from and 
after the last day of May next, the restrictions 
contained in the said third section shall not extend 
to, and be considered as affecting the several ports 
or places included within the District of Middle- 
town; also, the ports of North Yarmouth, Freeport, 
and Harpswell, in the District of Portlandand Fal- 
mouth, or the ports of George Town and Bruns- 
wick, in the District of Bath. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
District of Hampton for James River shall only 
extend up to the cast side of Chickahomony river, 
and from thence upwards to Richmond on the 
north side, shall be annexed to the District of Ber- 
muda Hundred and City Point; which district 
shall extend duwn James River on the south side 
to Hood's. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever a seizure, condemnation, and sale of goods, 
wares, and merchandise, shall hereafler take place, 
in the United States, and the value thereof shall 
be less than one hundred dollars, that part of the 
forfeiture which accrues to the United States, or 
so much thereof as shall be necessary, shall be 
applied to the payment of the costs of prosecu- 
tion. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the last day of May next, whenever an 
entry shall be made with the collector of any dis- 
trict of any merchandise imported into the United 
States, subject to duties, by any agent, factor or 
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person, other than the bona fide owner or consig- 
nee of such merchandise, it shall be the duty of 
the collector to increase the penalty of the bond 
to be given for the duties, the sum of one thousand 
dollars, and to make it a part of the condition of 
the said bond, that the bona fide owner or consig- 
nee of such merchandise shall, on or before the 
first day of payment stipulated in said bond, deliv- 
er to said collector a full and correct account of the 
said merchandise imported for him, or on his ac- 
count, or consigned to his care, in manner and form, 
as is now required by law in respect to an entry, 
previous to the landing of any merchandise ; 
which account shall be verified, as in the case of 
an entry, and by a like oath or affirmation, to he 
taken and subscribed before any judge of the Uni- 
ted States, or the judge of any court of record of a 
State, or before a collector of the customs of some 
other district. And in case of the payment of the 
duties, at the time of entry, by any factor or agent, 
on the gucds entered by him, the collector shall 
take his bond with security, in the penalty of one 
thousand dollars, with condition, that the account, 
verified by the oath or affirmation of the bona fide 
owner or consignee, in manner as before directed, 
shall be delivered to the said collector within ninety 
days. 

Src, 9. And be it further enacted, That all 
bonds which may be given for any goods, wares, 
or merchandise exported from the United States 
after the last day of May next, and on which any 
drawback of duties, or allowance, shall be paya- 
ble in virtue of such exportation, shall and may 
be discharged, and not otherwise, by producing, 
within one year from the date thereof, if the ex- 
portation be made to any part of Europe or 
‘America, or within two years, if made to any part 
of Asia or Africa, a certificate under the hand of 
the consignee at the foreign port or place, to 
whom the said goods, wares, or merchandise, 
shall have been addressed, therein particularly 
setting forth and describing the articles so ex- 
ported, with their quantities or amount, and de- 
claring that the same have been delivered from on 
board the vessel, in which they were exported, at 
the said place; as also, a certificate under the 
hand and seal of the consul or agent of the United 
States residing at the said place, declaring, either 
that the facts stated in such consignec’s certificate 
are, to his knowledge, true, or that the certificate 
of such consignee is, in his opinion, deserving of 
fall credit; which certificate of the consignee and 
consul, or agent, shall, in all cases, as respects the 
landing or delivery of the said goods, wares, or 
merchandise, be confirmed by the oath of the mas- 
ter and mate, if living, or in case of their death, 
by the oath or affirmation of the two principal 
surviving officers of the vessel, in which the ex- 
portation shall be madc. And in cases where 
there shall be no consul or agent of the United 
States residing at the suid place of delivery, the 
certificate of the consignee before required shall 
be confirmed by the certificale of two reputable 
American merchants residing at the said place; or 
if there be no such American merchants, then by 
the certificate of two reputable foreign mer- 


chants, testifying that the facts stated in such con- 
signce’s certificate, are, to their knowledge, true, 
or that such consignee’s certificate is, in their opin- 
ion, worthy of full credit; which certificate shalt 
be supported by the oath or affirmation of the mas- 
ter and mate, or other principal officers of the ves- 
sel, in the manner before prescribed. And in cases 
of loss at sea, or by capture, or other unavoidable 
accident, or when, from the nature of the trade, the 
proofs and certificates before mentioned are not, 
and cannot be produced, the exporter or exporters 
shall be allowed to adduce, to the collector of the 
port. of exportation, such other proofs as they may 
have, and as the nature of the case will admit; 
which proofs shall, with a stating of all the circum- 
stances attending the transaction, within the knowl- 
edge of such collector, be transmitted to the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, who shall, if he be satisfied 
with the truth and validity thereof, have power to 
direct the bonds of such exporter or exporters to 
be cancelled. i 
Approved, February 26, 1795. 


An Act for allowing an additional compensation to the 
Judges of the Districts of Rhode Island and Dela- 
ware. 

Be it enacted, d&c., That there shall be allowed 
to the Judges of the Districts of Rhode Island and 
Delaware, each, two hundred dollars yearly, in ad- 
dition to the compensation herctofore allowed, to 
commence on the first day of the present year, and 
to be paid at the Treasury of the United States, in 
quarterly payments. 

Approved, February 27, 1795. 


An Act to provide for calling furth the Militia to exe- 
cute the Laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasions, and to repeal the act now in 
force for those purposes. 

Be it enacted, éc., That whenever the United 
States shall be invaded, or be in imminent danger 
of invasion, from any foreign nation or Indian 
tribe, it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States to call forth such number of the 
militia of the State or States most convenient to 
the place of danger or scene of action, as he may 
judge necessary to repel such invasion, and to is- 
sue his orders for that purpose to such officer or 
officers of the militia as be shall think proper. 
And, in case of an insurrection in any State 
against the Government thereof, it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States, on appli- 
cation of the Legislature of such State, or of the 
Executive, (when the Legislature cannot be con- 
vened,) to call forth such number of the militia 
of any other State or States as may be applied 
for, as he may judge sufficient to suppress such 
insurrection. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever the laws of the United States shall be op- 
posed, or the execution thereof obstructed in any 
State, by combinations too powerful to be sup- 
pressed by the ordinary course of judicial pro- 
ceedings, or by the powers vested in the Marshals 
by this act, it shall be lawful for the President of 
the United States to call forth the militia of such 
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State, or of any other State or States, as may be 
necessary to suppress such combinations, and to 
cause the laws to be duly executed; and the use 
of militia so to be called forth, may 


term for which he shall be so adjudged to impri- 
sonment, or until the fine shall be paid, in the 
same manner as other persons condemned to fine 


be continued, if į and imprisonment at the suit of the United States 


necessary, until the expiration of thirty days after | may be committed. 


the commencement of the then next session of 
Congress. 

Sec. 3. Provided always, and be it further en- 
acted, That whenever it may be necessary, in the 
judgment of the President, to use the military 
force hereby directed to be called forth, the Presi- 
dent shall forthwith, by proclamation, command 
such insurgents to disperse, and retire peaceably to 
their respective abodes within a limited time. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
militia employed in the service of the United 
States shall be subject to the same'rules and ar- 
ticles of war as the troops of the United States; 
and that no oflicer, non-commissioned officer, or 
private of the militia, shall be compelled to serve 
more than three months after his arrival at the 
place of rendezvous, in any one year, nor more 
than in due rotation with every other able-bodied 
man of the same rank in the battalion to which he 
belongs. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That every 
officer, non-commissioned officer, or private of the 
militia, who shall fail to obey the orders of the 
President of the United States, in any of the 
cases before recited, shall forfeit a sum not cx- 
ceeding one year’s pay, and not less than one 
month’s pay, to be determined and adjudged by a 
court-martial; and such officers shall moreover be 
liable to be cashiered, by sentence of a court-mar- 
tial, and be incapacitated from holding a commis- 
sion in the militia for a term not exceeding twelve 
months, at the discretion of the said court; and 
such non-commissioned officers and privates shall 
be liable to be imprisoned, by a like sentence, on 
failure of payment of the fines adjudged against 
them, for onc calendar month for every five dollars 
of such fine. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That courts- 
martial for the trial of militia shall be composed of 
militia officers only. 

Suc. T. And be it further enacted, That all 
fines Lo be assessed, as aforesaid, shall be certified 
by the presiding officer of the court-martial, be- 
fore whom the same shall be assessed, to the Mar- 
shal of the District in which the delinquent shall 
reside, or to one of his deputics, and also to the 
Supervisor of the Revenue of the same District, 
who shall record the said certificate in a book, to 
be kept for that purpose. The said Marshal or 
his deputy shall forthwith proceed to levy the 
said fines, with costs, by distress and sale of the 
goods and chattels of the delinquent; which 
costs and the manner of proceeding, wilh respect 
to the sale of the goods distrained, shall be agree- 
able to the laws of the State in which the same 
shall be in other cases of distress. And where 
any non-commissioned officer or private shall be 


adjudged to suffer imprisonment, there being no | Be it enacted, &e., 
goods or chattels to be found, whereof to levy the | been, or hereafter may 


said fines, the Marshal of the District or his depu- 
ty may commit such delinquent to jail during the 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
Marshals and their deputies shall pay all such fines 
by them levied to the Supervisor of the Revenue 
in the District in which they are collected within 
two months after they shall have received the same, 
deducting therefrom five per centum as a compen- 
sation for their trouble ; and, in case of failure, the 
same shall be recoverable by action of debt or in- 
formation in any Court of the United States of the 
district in which such fines shall be levied, having 
cognizance thereof, to be sued for, prosecuted, and 
recovered, in the name of the Supervisor of the 
District, with interest and costs. 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That the 
Marshals of the several Districts and their deputies 
shall have the same powers, in executing the laws of 
the United States, as Sheriffs and their deputies in 
the several States have, by law, in executing the 
laws of the respective States. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
act, entitled “ An act to provide for calling forth 
the militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasions,” passed 
the second day of May, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-two, shall be and the same is here- 
by repealed. 

Approved, February 28, 1795. 


An Act to continue in force, for a limited time, the acts 
therein mentioned. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the act, entitled “ An act 
declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the 
State of Maryland, passed the twenty-cighth of 
December, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-three, for the appointment of a Health Off- 
cer ;” and also the act, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the act for the establishment and sup- 
port of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public 
piers,” so far as the same provides for defraying 
the necessary expense of supporting light-houses, 
beacons, buoys, and public piers, and the stakeage 
of channels on the sea-coast; and also so much 
of the act, entitled “ An act to provide for miti- 
gating or remitting the penalties and forfeitures 
accruing under the revenue laws in certain cases, 
and to make further provision for the payment of 
pensions to invalids,” as relates to the mitigating 
or remitting the penalties and forfeitures accruing 
under the revenue laws in certain cases, be, and 
the same hereby are continued in force until 
the end of the next session of Congress, and no 
longer. 

Approved, March 2, 1795. 


An Act relative to cessions of jurisdiction in places 
where hght-houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers 
have been or may hereafter be erected and fixed. 

That where cessions have 

be made, hy any State of 

the jurisdiction of places where light-houses, bea- 
cons, buoys, or public piers, have been erected and 
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fixed, or may, by law, be provided to be erected or 
fixed, with reservation, that process, civil and cri- 
minal, issuing under the authority of such State, 
may be executed and served therein, such cessions 
shall be deemed sufficient, under the laws of the 
United States providing for the supporting or 
erecting of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and pub- 
lic piers. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That where 
any State bath made or shall make a cession of 
jurisdiction, for the purposes aforesaid, without 
reservation, all process, civil and criminal, issuing 
under the authority of such State or the United 
States, may be served and executed within the 
places, the jurisdiction of which has been so 
ceded, in the same manner as if no such cession 
had been made. 

Approved, March 2, 1795. 


An Act relative to the passing of coasting vessels be- 
tween Long Island and Rhode Island. 

Be it enacted, £c., That coasting vessels going 
from Long Island, in the State of New York, to 
the State of Rhode Island, or from the State of 
Rhode Island to the said Long Island, shall have 
the same privileges as are allowed to vessels un- 
der the like circumstances going from a district in 
one State to a district in the same or an adjoin- 
ing State. 

Approved, March 2, 1795. 


An Act to alter and amend an act, entitled “ An act 
laying certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar.” 
Be it enacted, d&c., That the duty of eight cents 

per pound on snuff, laid by the act of last session, 
entitled “ An act laying certain duties upon snuff 
and refined sugar,” shall cease on the last day of 
March, in the present year, and shall not thence- 
forth be coHected; but, in lieu thereof, there shall 
be levied and collected upon all mills, employed 
in the manufacture of snuff within the United 
States, the following yearly rates and duties, to 
wit: For and upon each and every mortar, con- 
tained in any mill worked by water, and for every 
pair of millstones, employed in the manufacture of 
snuff, five hundred and sixty dollars; upon every 
pestle in any mill, other than mills worked by 
hand, one hundred and forty dollars; upon every 
pestle, in any mill worked by hand, one hundred 
and twelve dollars; and upon every mill in which 
snuff is manufactured, by stampers and grinders, 
two thousand two hundred and forty dollars per 
annum. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the du- 
ties aforesaid shall be levied, collected, and ac- 
counted for, by the same officers as are provided 
by the act, entilled, “An act repealing, after the 
last day of June next, the duties heretofore laid 
upon distilled spirits, imported from abroad, and 
laying others in their stead, and also upon spirits 
distilled within the United States, and for appro- 
priating the same;” subject to the superintendence 
and control of the Department of the Treasury, 
according to the respective authorities and duties 
of the officers thereof. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
person, who shall be a manufacturer of snuff, on 
the first day of April, in the present year, shall, 
within thirty days thereafter, and in each succeed- 
ing year, at least thirty days before the first day 
of April, make a true and exact entry or entries, 
in writing, at the office of inspection, which shall 
be nearest to the house or building, where he shall 
carry on the business or trade of manufacturing 
snuff, therein specifying, truly and particularly, 
every house or building in which the said manu- 
facture shall be carried on, with the nuwber of 
mortars in every mill by him owned, occupied, or 
used, and worked by water, and every pair of 
millstones, used or employed in the manufacture 
of snuff, and every pestle, in every mill, as afore- 
said, distinctly specifying such pestles as are work- 
ed by other means than by hand, and, also, every 
pestle worked by hand, as also every mill in which 
snuff is manufactured by stampers and grinders : 
And every person, who shall commence the busi- 
ness or trade of manufacturing snuff, after the said 
first day of April, shall, at least thirty days before 
commencing such manufacture, make like entry 
or entries yearly, in manner as is before directed, 
and in failure thereof, every such manufacturer 
shall forfeit and lose every mill, in respect to 
which such entry shall not be made, with the 
utensils thereto belonging, and shall also forfeit and 
pay the sum of five hundred dollars, to be recover- 
ed with costs of suit. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That every 
person, who shall be, on the first day of April, in 
the present year, or at any time thereafter, a man- 
ufacturer of snuff, within the United States, and 
who shall have made the entry or entrics herein- 
before directed, shall be entitled on application 
therefor, in writing, by himself, or his agent, or 
attorney, to the officer of inspection with whom 
entry shall have been made, to receive a license 
for each and every mill by him owned, occupied, 
or used, in carrying on the said manufacture of 
snuff, for the term of one year, which license shall 
be granted without fee or charge, upon the condi- 
tion of giving a bond or bonds, with one or more 
sufficient sureties, for the amount of the duty or 
duties, for one year, which, according to this act, 
ought to be paid for and upon the mill, in respect 
to which the said license is requested, with condi- 
tion to pay the same in three equal parts: one- 
third part at the expiration of nine months, another 
third part at the expiration of twelve months, and 
the remaining third part at the expiration of fifteen 
months, from the date of such license: Provided, 
That in lieu of the said bond or bonds, it shall be 
at the option of the manufacturer to pay the said 
amount of the said duty immediately, with a de- 
duction or abatement of six per cent. 

Suc. 5. And be tt further enacted, That the li- 
censes, herein directed to be granted, shall be 
prepared by the supervisors of the revenue, re- 
spectively, pursuant to such forms as shall be pre- 
scribed by the Treasury Department; and, when 
issued, such licenses shall, in respect to all persons 
who shall be manufacturers of snuff, on the first 
day of April, in the present year, bear date on the 
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telanded therein. And upon such entry being so 
made and certified, it shall be the duty of the col- 
lector to whom such entry is tendered to cause 
the said packages to be examined, and to permit 
the same to be exported, under the inspection of 
an officer of the customs, in like manner as is pro- 
vided for the exportation of other goods, wares, 
in each year. and merchandise entitled to drawback: Provided, 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That every | That no drawback shall be allowed on any snuff, 
manufacturer of snuff, to whom a license shall | except the samc shall be exported from any of the 
have been granted, so long as hc, or she, shall,in-| ports, at which ships or vessels from the Cape of 
tend to carry on the business of manufacturing | Good ‘Hope, or from any place beyond the same, 
snuff, shall ycarly, and every year within the | are admitted to make entry. 
thirty days immediately preceding the expiration| Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That every 
of each license, apply for a new license for the | exporter of snuff entitled to drawback, shall enter 
mext succeeding year, in manner heretofore di-| into bonds, with one or more sureties, in an 
rected, and, in like manner, shall pay or secure | amount equal to double the amount of the draw- 
the payment of the duties for such year. back, conditioned that the same shall not be re- 
Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That if, af- | landed within the United States; and the master 
ter the first day of April next, any person shall | or commander of the ship or vessel, in which such 
carry ou the business of manufacturing snuff, | snuff is reported to be shipped, shall make oath or 
without a license for that purpose, according to | affirmation, that the packages specified in the out- 
this act, or shall carry on the same at or with any | ward entry, are actually laden on board his ship 
mill, other than that mentioned in such license, | or vessel, and that the same, or any part thereof, 
such manufacturer, so offending, shall forfeit and | shall not be relanded in the United States; and 
pay, upon every conviction of such offence, treble | upon such oath or affirmation being made, and the 
the yearly amount of the duty hereby charged | other provisions of the act being complied with, 
upon the mill or mills, wherein or whereby the| the collector, with whom such entry is made, 
said business shall be so carried on. And all du-| shall grant a debenture or debentures, for the 
ties and penalties imposed by this act, shall attach | amount of the drawback to which such snuff is 
to, and remain as a lien upon, each and every | entitled, payable in twelve months from the time 
mill, in respect to which such duty or penalty shall | of granting the same; and such debenture or de- 
have accrued, until the same be fully satisfied and | bentures shall be discharged by the collector grant- 
paid. ing the same, at the expiration of the term, out of 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That upon | any public money in his hands, 
all snuff, which, after the last day of March, in the| Sec. 11. Provided always, and be it further 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, | enacted, That before the payment of any deben- 
shall be manufactured in the United States, and | ture, the person demanding such payment shall 
shall be exported therefrom, under the limitations | produce to the collector the oath or affirmation 
and provisions hereinafter prescribed, the exporter | of the master and mate of the vessel, (in which 
or exporters thereof shall be entitled to a draw- | the snuff, for which such debenture was granted,) 
back of six cents per pound: Provided, That the| declaring that the same was actually landed in 
quantity exported, at any one time, by the same | some foreign port or place, and was not, or any 
person, shall amount to three hundred pounds. part thereof, to the best of their knowledge and be- 
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That in order | licf, relanded or brought back to the United States; 
to entitle the exporter or exporters of any snuff, to| and the person demanding such payment shall 
a drawback thereon, every such person shall, pre- | likewise make oath or affirmation, in like manner, 
vious to the removal thereof from the mill or| that the snuff for which such debenture was 
warehouse, where the same may he, make out, in | granted, was not, according to his best knowledge 
writing, an exact entry, in which shall be speci- j| and belief, relanded in, or brought back to, the 
fied the outward packages, in which the same is| United States: Provided, also, That in cases of 
intended to be exported, the name of the manu- | loss at sea, or other unavoidable accident, where- 
facturer, and the marks and numbers of cach, the | by the oath or affirmation of the captain or mate 
quantity of snuff in each package, and the number | of the ship or vessel cannot be obtained, it shall 
of bottles, canisters, bladders, or other packages, | be lawful for the Comptroller of the Treasury, 
containing the same, the name of the vessel and | to admit such other proof as to him shall appear 
commander, in which such snuff is intended to be | satisfactory, under the special circumstances of the 
exported; and shall make oath or affirmation to | casc. : 
the truth of such entry, that the snuff thercin spe-| Sro. 12. And be it further enacted, That if any 
cified was manufactured in the United States, af | snuff entered for exportation, with intention to ob- 
ter the last day of March, one thousand seven hun- | tain a drawback thereon, shall be relanded or at- 
dred and ninety-five, and the name or names of | tempted to be relanded within the United States, 
the person by whom, and the mill where, it was| it shall be subject to seizure and forfeiture, togeth- 
manufactured, and that the same is truly and bona| er with the ship or vessel from which it shall be 
fide intended to be exported out of the United | unladen, and the vessel or boat in which it shall 
States, and thal no part thercof is intended to be} be put; and the master or commander of the ship 


said day; and in respect to all persons who shall 
thereafter commence the said manufacture, such 
license shall hear date on the first day of the quar- 
ter of the year in which the said licenses shall be 
issued, and the said quarters of the year shall be 
deemed and are hercby declared to commence on 
the first days of January, April, July, and October, 
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or vessel from which the same is unladen, shall, 
moreover, forfeit and pay five hundred dollars: 
Provided, That every prosecution for any such 
offence shall be commenced within twelve months 
from:the time when the same was comuilled, and 
that the ship, vessel, or boat, from which any 
such snuf shall be unladen or landed, shall con- 
tinue subject to such seizure and forfeiture for 
twelve months from the time the offence was 
committed, and no longer. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the collectors granting debentures 
for snuff exported, to keep a separate account 
thereof, and to specify the mill or mills in which 
each parcel exported, was manufactured. And 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause an ac- 
count to be laid before the Legislature, annually, of 
the produce of the revenue, arising from snuff, 
and of the amount of the drawbacks for which de- 
bentures have been granted in cach year. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That all pen- 
alties and forfeitures which shall be incurred pur- 
suant to this act, shall be divided and distributed, 
one half thereof to the use of the United States, 
and the other half thereof to the use of the person, 
who, if an officer of inspection, shall first discover, 
or if not an officer of inspection, shall first give in- 
formation of the cause, matter, or thing, whereby 
any of the said penalties and forfeitures shall have 
been incurred. 

Src. 15. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States, 
who is hereby empowered to make such compensa- 
tion to the officers of inspection, employed in the 
collection of the duties aforesaid, and on refined 
sugar, and on the duties upon carriages for the 
conveyance of persons, and for incidental expenscs, 
as he shall judge reasonable, not exceeding in the 
whole five per centum of the total amount of the 
said duties collected. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of March, in the present 
year, the several clauses and provisions of the act, 
entitled “An act, laying certain duties upon 
snuff and refined sugar,” so far as the same shall 
relate to the laying and collecting of duties on 
snuff manufactured in the United States, shall be, 
and the same are hereby, repealed; except as to 
the recovery and receipt of such duties on snuff 
as shall then have accrued, and the payment of 
drawbacks on snuff exported, and as to the reco- 
very of any penalties and forfeitures, which shall 
have been incurred before and on the said day, 
but the revenue to arise from the duty on snuff 
manufactured within the United States shall re- 
main charged with the same appropriations as if 
this act had not passed; and that this act shall 
continue in force until the first day of March, one 
thousand cight hundred and one. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 


An Act for continuing and regulating the Military Es- 
tablishment of the United States, and for repealing 
sundry acts heretofore passed on that subject. 

Be it enacted, &e., That the present Military Es- 

tablishment of the United States, composed of a 


corps of artillerists and engineers, to consist of 
nine hundred and nincty-two non-commissioned 
officers, privates, and musicians; and of a legion, 
to consist of four thousand eight hundred non- 
commissioned officers, privates, and miusicians, be, 
and the same is hereby continued. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said corps of artillerists and engineers be com- 
pleted, conformably to the act of the eighth of 
May last, establishing the same, and prescribing 
the number and term of enlistments, and the me- 
thod of organization. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the le- 
gion of the United States be also completed, to 
the number of four thousand cight hundred non- 
commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, by 
voluntary enlistments for the term of three years; 
and that the sub-legions composing the same, be 
organized in such manner as the President of the 
United States shall direct: Provided, nevertheless, 
That no such enlistment shall be made after three 
years from the passing of this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be stipulated as a condition in the enlistments for 
cavalry, that they shall serve as dismounted dra- 
goons, when ordered so to do; and that, in all 
cases of enlistments of the troops of every descrip- 
tion, there be expressly reserved to the Govern- 
ment a right to discharge the whole or any part 
thereof, at such times, and in such proportions, as 
may be decmed expedient. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
commissioned officers who shall be employed in 
the recruiting service, shall be entitled to reccive, 
for every able bodied recruit duly enlisted and 
mustered, of at least five feet six inches in height, 
and not under the age of cighteen, nor above the 
age of forty-six years, the sum of two dollars. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed and paid to each soldivr now in 
the service of the United States, or discharged 
therefrom subsequent to the third day of March 
last, who shall re-enlist, a boanty of sixteen dol- 
lars; and to cach person not now in the Army of 
the United States, or discharged as above, who 
shall hereafter enlist, a bounty of fourteen dollars ; 
but the payment of four dollars of the bounty of 
each and every man so enlisting, shall be deferred 
until he shall have joined the corps in which he is 
to serve. 

Sec. T. And be tt further enacted, That every 
non-commissioned officer, private, and musician, 
of the artillery and infantry, shall receive, annu- 
ally, the following articles of uniform clothing, to 
wit: one hat, or helmet, one coat, one vest, two 
pair of woollen and two pair of linen overalls, four 
pair of shoes, four shirts, two pair of socks, one 
blanket, one stock and clasp, and one pair of 
buckles; and that there be furnished to the caval- 
ry and riflemen, such clothing as shall be the most 
suitable and best adapted to the nature of the 
service, having regard thercin, as nearly as may 
be to the value of the clothing allowed as above, to 
the infantry and artillery. . 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That every 
non-commissioned officer, private, and musician, 
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shall receive, daily, the following rations of pro- 
vision, to wit: one pound of beef, or three-quar- 
ters of a pound of pork, one pound of bread or 
flour, half a gill of rum, brandy, or whiskey, and 
at the rate of one quart of salt, two quarts of 
vinegar, two pounds of soap, and one pound of 
candles, to every hundred rations, or the value 
thereof, at the contract price, where the same shall 
become due: and if, at such post, supplies are not 
furnished by contract, then such allowance as 
shall be deemed equitable, having reference to 
former contracts, and the position of the place in 
question. 

Src. 9. Provided always, and be it further en- 
acted, That to those in the military service of the 
United States who are, or shall be employed on the 
Western Frontiers, there shall be allowed, during 
the time of their being so employed, two ounces 
of flour or bread, and two ounces of beef or pork, 
in addition to each of thcir rations, and half a 
pint of salt, iu addition to every hundred of their 
rations. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the 
monthly pay of the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates on the Military 
Establishment of the United States, be as follows, 
to wit:—Gencral Staff—a Major General, one 
hundred and sixty-six dollars; a Brigadier Gene- 
ral, one hundred and four dollars; a Quarterimas- 
ter General, one hundred doliars ; Adjutant Gene- 
ral, to do also the duty of Inspector, seventy- 
five dollars; Chaplain, fifty dollars; Surgeon, sc- 
venty dollars; Deputy Quartermaster, fifty dollars; 
Aid-de-Camp, in addition to his pay in the line, 
twenty-four dollars; Brigade Major, to act also as 
Deputy Inspector, in addition to his pay in the 
line, twenty-four dollars: Principal Artificer, for- 
ty dollars; Second Artificer, twenty-six dollars.— 
Regimental. — Lieutenant Colonel commandant, 
seventy-five dollars; Major of artillery and Ma- 
jor of dragoons, fifty-five dollars; Major of infantry, 
fifty dollars; Paymaster Adjutant, and Quartermas- 
ter, in addition to their pay in the line, ten dollars; 
Captains, forty dollars; Lieutenants, twenty-six 
dollars; Fnsigns and Cornets, twenty dollars; Sur- 
geons, forty-five dollars; Surgeon’s-mates, thirty 
dollars; Sergeant-majors and Quarterinaster-ser- 
geants, cight dollars; senior musicians, seven dol- 
lars; sergeants, seven dollars; corporals, six dol- 
lars ; musicians, five dollars; privates, four dollars; 
artificers allowed to the infantry, light dragoons, 
and artillery, nine dollars; matrons and nurses in 
the hospital, eight dollars. 

Src. 11, And be it further enacted, That the 
commissioned officers aforesaid shall be entitled 
to receive for their daily subsistence, the follow- 
ing number of rations of provisions, to wit: a Ma- 
jor General fifteen rations; a Brigadier General, 
twelve rations; a Licutenant Colonel commandant, 
and Quartermaster-General, cach six rations; a Ma- 
jor four rations; Brigade Major and Aid-de-Camp, 
four ralious ; a Captain three rations; a Lieutenant, 
ensign, or cornet, two rations; a Surgcon, as well 
hospital as regimental, three rations; a Surgcon’s 
Mate, two rations; a Deputy Quartermaster, two 
rations; a principal and second artificer, each, two 


rations; a Chaplain, two rations, or money in lieu 
thereof, at the option of the said officers, al the 
contract price, at the posts, respectively, where the 
rations shall become due. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
officers hereinafter described shall, whenever fo- 
rage shall not be furnished by the public, receive 
at the rate of the following enumerated sums, per 
month, instead thereof, to wit: the Major General, 
twenty dollars; the Brigadier General, sixteen 
dollars; Lieutenant Colonel, twelve dollars ; Quar- 
termaster General, Adjutant General, and Surgeon 
Gencral, each, twelve dollars; Major, ten dollars ; 
Aid-de-Camp, Brigade Major, and Surgeon, each, 
ten dollars; Captain of cavalry, eight dollars ; 
Chaplain and Surgeon’s Mate, cach, six dollars ; 
Deputy Quartermaster and subalterns of cavalry, 
each, six dollars; Principal Artificer, Paymaster, 
Adjutant, and regimental Quartermaster, each, six 
dollars. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That, if any 
officer, non-commissioned officer, private or mu- 
sician aforesaid, shall be wounded or disabled, 
while in the line of his duty, in public service, he 
shall be placed on the list of the invalids of the 
United States, al such rate of pay, and under such 
regulations, as shall be directed by the President 
of the United States for the time being: Provided, 
always, That the rate of compensation to be al- 
lowed for such wounds or disabilities to a commis- 
sioned officer shall never exceed, for the highest 
disability, half the monthly pay of such officer, at 
the time of his being so disabled or wounded; and 
that the rate of compensation to non commissioned 
oflicers, privates, and musicians, shall never exceed 
five dollars per month: And provided, also, That 
all inferior disabilities shall entitle the person so 
disabled to receive an allowance proportionate to 
the highest disability. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, privates, and mu- 
sicians, aforesaid, shall be governed by the rules 
and articles of war which have been established by 
the United States in Congress assembled, as far as 
the same may be applicable to the Constitution of 
the United States, or by such rules and articles as 
may hereafter by law be established. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That every 
officer, non-commissioned officer, private, and mu- 
sician aforesaid, shall take and subscribe the follow- 
ing oath or aflirmation, to wit: “T, A B, do solemn- 
ly swear (or affirm, as the case may be,) to bear 
true allegiance to the United States of America, and 
to serve them honestly and faithfully, against all 
their enemies or opposers, whomsoever, and to ob- 
serve and obey the orders of the President of the 
United States, and the orders of the officers ap- 
pointed over me, according to the rules and arti- 
cles of war.” 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States 
to arm the troops aforesaid, whether riflemen, ar- 
tillerists, dragoons, or infantry, as he shall think 
proper; and that it be also lawful for him to for- 
bear to raise, or to discharge, after they shall be 
raised, any part thereof, in case events shall, in his 
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judgment, render his so doing consistent with pub- 
lic safety, aud general convenience and economy. 
Suc. 17. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who shall procure or entice a soldier in the 
service of the United States, to desert, or who 
shall conceal such soldier, knowing him to have 
deserted, or who shall purchase from such soldicr 
his arms, or his uniform clothing, or any part 
thercof: and every Captain or commanding offi- 
cer of any ship or vessel, who shall enter on board 
such ship or vessel, as one of his crew, knowing 
him to have deserted, or otherwise carry away 
such soldier, or shall refuse to deliver him up to the 
orders of his commanding officer, shall, upon legal 
conviction, be fined, at the discretion of the Court, 
in any sum not exceeding three hundred dollars, 
or be imprisoned for any term not exceeding one 


ear. 
i Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the 
several acts, entitled “An act for regulating the 
Military Establishment of the United States ;” 
“ An act for raising and adding another regiment 
to the Military Establishment of the United States, 
and for making further provision for the protection 
of the frontiers ;” “ An act for making further and 
more effectual provison for the protection of the 
frontiers of the United States,” be, and the same 
are hereby repealed ; and, also, so much of any act 
or acts of the present session, as comes within the 
purview of this acl: Provided, ulways, That 
nothing in this section contained shall be so con- 
strued, as to vacate the commissions which have 
been issued, or any appointments or enlistments 
which have been made in pursuance of the acts 
herein repealed. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 


An Act making further provision for the support of 
Public Credit, and for the redemption of the Public 
Debt. 


Be it enacted, £c, That it shall be lawful for 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, and they 
are hercby empowered, with the approbation of 
the President of the United States, to borrow, 
or cause to be borrowed from time to time, such 
sums, in anticipation of the revenue appropriated, 
not exceeding, in one year, one million of dollars, 
to be reimbursed within a year from the time of 
each loan, as may be necessary for the payment of 
the interest which shall annually accrue on the pub- 
lic debt ; and for the payment of the interest on any 
such temporary loan, which shall not exceed six 
per centum per annum, so much of the proceeds of 
the duties on goods, wares and merchandise import- 
ed, on the tonnage of ships or vesscls, and upon 
spirits distilled within the United States, and stills, 
as may be necessary, shall be, and are hereby, ap- 
propriated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That a loan 
be opened at the Treasury, to the full amount of 
the present foreign debt, to continue open until the 
last day of December, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and nincty-six, and that the sums 
which may be subscribed to the said loan shall be 
payable and receivable, by way of exchange, in 


equal sums of the principal of the said foreign 
debt; and that any sum so subscribed and paid 
shall bear an interest equal to the rate of interest 
which is now payable on the principal of such 
part of the foreigu debt as shall be paid or ex- 
changed therefor, together with an addition of one- 
half per centum per annum; the said interest to 
commence on the first day of January next suc- 
eecding the time of each subscription, and to be 
paid quarterly, at the same periods at which intc- 
rest is now payable and paid upon the domestic 
funded debt: ’rovided, That the principal of the 
said loan may be reimbursed at any time, at the 
pleasure of the United States. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That credits 
to the respective subscribers for the sums by them 
respectively subscribed to the said loan, shall be 
entered and given on the books of the Treasury 
in like manner as for the present domestic funded 
debt; and that certificates therefor, of a tenor con- 
formable with the provisions of this act, signed by 
the Register of the Treasury, shall issue to the 
several subscribers, and that the said ercdits, or 
stock standing in the names of the said subscri- 
bers, respectively, shall be transferable, in like 
manner, and by the like ways and means, as are 
provided by the seventh section of the act afore- 
said, entitled “An act making provision for the 
debt of the United States,” touching the credits or 
stock therein mentioned ; and that the interest to 
be paid upon the stock which shall be constituted 
by virtue of the said loan shall be paid at the of- 
fices or places where the credits for the same 
shall from time to time stand or be, subject to the 
like conditions and restrictions as are prescribed 
in and by the eighth section of the act last afore- 
said. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the in- 
terest and principal of all loans authorized by this 
act shall be made payable at the Treasury of the 
United States only, so far as relates to the pay- 
ment of the principal and interest of the domestic 
debt. 

Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of the dutics on goods, wares, and merchandise 
imported, on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and 
upon spirits distilled within the United States, 
and stills, heretofore appropriated for the interest 
of the foreign debt, as may be liberated or set frec, 
by subscriptions to the said loan, together with 
such further sums of the proceeds of the said du- 
ties as may be necessary, shall be, and they are 
hereby, pledged and appropriated, for the payment 
of the interest which shall be payable upon the 
sums subscribed to the said loan, and shall con- 
tinue so pledged and appropriated until the prin- 
cipal of the said loan shall be fully reimbursed and 
redeemed: Provided, always, That nothing here- 
in contained shall be construed to alter, change, 
or in any manner affect the provisions herelofore 
made concerning the said foreign debt, according 
to contract, cither during the pendency of the said 
Joan or after the closing thereof; but every thing 
shall procced, touching the said debt, and every 
part thereof, in the same manner as if this act had 
never been passed, except as to such holders there- 
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of as may subscribe to the said loan, and from the 
time of the commencement thereof in each case, 
that is, when interest on any sum subscribed shall 
begin to accrue. . 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the se- 
veral and respective duties laid and contained in 
and by the act, entitled “An act laying additional 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise import- 
ed into the United States,” passed the seventh day 
of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four, shall, together with the other duties hercto- 
fore charged with the payment of interest on the 
public debt, continue to be levied, collected, and 
paid, until the whole of the capital or principal of 
the present debt of the United States, and future 
loans which may be made pursuant to law, for the 
exchange, reimbursement, or redemption thereof, 
or of any part thereof, shall be reimbursed or re- 
deemed, and shall be, and hereby are, pledged and 
appropriated for the payment of interest upon the 
said debt and loans, until the same shail be so re- 
imbursed or redeemed. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the re- 
servation made by the fourth section of the afore- 
said act, entitled “An act making provision for 
the reduction of the public debt,” be annulled, and, 
in lieu thereof, that so much of the duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise imported, on the tonnage 
of ships or vessels, and upon spirits distilled within 
the United States, and stills, as may be necessary, 
be, and the same hereby are, substituted, pledged, 
and appropriated for satisfying the purpose of the 
said reservation. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the fol- 
lowing appropriations, in addition to those hereto- 
fore made be made, to the fund constituted by the 
seventh section of the act, entitled “ An act supple- 
mentary to the act making provision for the debt of 
the United States,” passed the eighth day of May, 
one thousand seven hundred and nincty-two, to be 
hereafter denominated “The Sinking Fund,” to 
wit: First. So much of the proceeds of the du- 
tics on goods, wares, and merchandise imported, 
on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on spirits 
distilled within the United States, and stills, as, 
together with the moneys which now constitute 
the said fund, and shall accrue to it, by virtue of 
the provisions hereinbefore made, and by the in- 
terest upon cach instalment, or part of principal 
which shall be reimbursed, will be sufficient, 
yearly and every year, commencing the first day 
of January next, to rcimburse and pay so much as 
may rightfully be reimbursed and paid, of the 
principal of that part of the debt or atock which, 
on the said first day of January next, shall bear 
an interest of six per centum per annum, redeem- 
able by payments on account both of principal 
and inlerest, not exceeding, in onc year, eight 
per centum, excluding that which shall stand to 
the credit of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund, and that which shall stand to the credit of 
certain States, in consequence of the balances re- 
ported in their favor by the Commissioners for 
settling accounts between the United States and 
individual States: Secondly. The dividends 
which shall be from time to lime declared on 


so much of the stock of the Bank of the United 
States as belongs to the United States, (deduct- 
ing thercout such sums as will be requisite to pay 
interest on any part remaining unpaid of the loan 
of two million of dollars had of the Bank of the 
United States, pursuant to the eleventh section of 
the act by which the said Bank is incorporated :) 
Thirdly. So much of the duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise imported, on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels, and on spirits distilled within the Unit- 
cd States, and stills, as, with the said dividends, 
after such deduction, will be sufficient, yearly and 
every year, to pay the remaining instalments of 
the principal of the said loan as they shall become 
due, and as, together with any moneys which, by 
virtue of provisions in former acts, and hercin- 
Defore made, shall, on the first day of January, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and two, be- 
long to the said Sinking Fund, not otherwise spe- . 
cially appropriated ; and with the interest on cach 
instalment, or part of principal, which shall from 
time to time be reimbursed or paid of that part of 
the debt or stock, which, on the first day of January, 
in the year ono thousand eight hundred and one, 
shall begin to bear an interest of six per centum 
per annum, will be sufficient, yearly and every 
year, commencing on the first day of Junuary, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and two, to 
reimburse and pay so much as may rightfully be 
reimbursed and paid of the said principal of tho 
said debt or stock which shall so begin to bear an 
interest of six per centum per annum, on the said 
first day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and one, excluding that which shall stand 
to the credit of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund and that which shall stand to the credit of 
certain States, as aforesaid: Fourthly. The nett 
proceeds of the sales of lands belonging, or which 
shall hereafter belong to the United States, in the 
Western Territory thereof: Filthly, All moneys 
which shall be received into the ‘Treasury on ac- 
count of debts due to the United States by reason 
of any matter prior to their present Constitution : 
And, lastly. All surplusses of the revenues of the 
United States which shall remain, at the end of any 
calendar year, beyond the amount of the appropri. 
ations charged upon the said revenues, and which, 
during the session of Congress next thercafter, 
shall not be otherwise specially appropriated or re- 
served by law. 

Sre. 9. And be it further enacted, That as well 
the moncys which shall accruc to the said Sinking 
Fund, by virtue of the provisions of this act, as 
those which shall have accrucd to the same by 
virtue of the provisions of any former act or acts, 
shall be under the direction and management of 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, or the 
officers designated in and by the second section of 
the act, entitled “An act making provision for 
the reduction of the Public Debt,” passed the 
twelfth day of August, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety, and their successors in office; 
and shall be and continue appropriated to the 
said fund until the whole of the present debt of 
the United States, foreign and domestic, fund- 
ed and unfunded, including future loans, which 
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may be made for reimbursing or redeeming any 
instalments or parts of principal of the said deht, 
shall be reimbursed and redeemed ; and shall be, 
and arc hereby declared to be, vested in the said 
Commissioners, in trust, to be applied according 
to the provisions of the aforesaid act of the eighth 
day of May, in the year onc, thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-two, and of this act, to tho reim- 
bursement and redemption of the said debt, in 
cluding the loans aforesaid, until the same shall 
be fully reimbursed and redeemed. And the faith 
of the United States is hereby pledged that the 
moneys or funds aforesaid shall inviolably remain 
and be appropriated and vested, as aforesaid, to be 
applied to the said reimbursement and redemp- 
tion, in manner aforesaid, until the sume shall be 
fully and completely effected. 

Sro. 10. And be it further enacted, That all re- 
imbursements of the capital or principal of the 
Public Debt, foreign and domestic, shall be made 
under the superintendence of the Commission- 
ers of the Sinking Fund, who are hereby cm- 
powered and required, if necessary, with the ap- 
probation of the President of the United States, 
as any instalments or parts of the said capi- 
tal or principal become due, to borrow, on the 
eredit of the United States, the sums requisite for 
the payment of the said instalments or parts of 
principal: Provided, That any loan which may 
be made to the said Commissioners shall be lia- 
ble to reimbursement at the pleasure of the Unit- 
ed States; and that the rate of interest thereupon 
shall not exceed six per centum per annum ; and, 
for greater caution, it is hercby declared that it 
shall be deemed a good execution of the said 
power to borrow, for the said Commissioners, 
with the approbation of the President, to cause to 
be constituted certificates of stock, signed by the 
Register of the Treasury, for the sums to be re- 
spectively borrowed, bearing an interest of six per 
centum per annum, and redeemable at the plea- 
sure of the United States; and to cause the said 
certificates of stock to be sold in the market of the 
United States, or elsewhere: Provided, That no 
such stock be sold under par, And for the pay- 
ment of interest on any sum or sums which may 
be so borrowed, cither by direct loans or by the 
sale of certificates of stock, the interest on the 
sum or sums which shall be reimbursed by the 
proceeds thereof, (except that upon the funded 
slock, bearing and to bear an interest of six per 
centum, redeemable by payments, not exceeding 
in one year eight per centum on account both of 
principal and interest,) and so much of the duties 
on goods, wares, and merchandise imported, on 
the tonnage of ships or vessels, and upon spirits 
distilled within the United States, and upon stills, 
as may be necessary, shall be, and hereby are, 
pledged and appropriated. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund to cause to be applied and paid, out of the 
said fund, yearly and every year, at the Treasury 
of the United States, the several and respective 
sums following, to wit: First—Such sum and 
sums as, according to the right for that purpose 


reserved, may rightfully be paid for, and towards 
the reimbursement or redemption of such Debt 
or stock of the United States, as, on the first day 
of January next, shall bear an interest of six per 
centum per annum, redeemable by payments, not 
exceeding in one year eight per centum, on ac- 
count both of principal and interest, excluding 


that standing to the credit of the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund, and that standing to the 
credit of certain States, as aforesaid, commencing 
the said reimbursement or redemption on the said 
first day of January next. Secondly—Such sum 
and sums as, according to the conditions of the 
aforesaid Loan, had of the Bank of the United 


States, shall be henceforth payable towards the 
reimbursement thereof, as the same shall respect- 


ively accrue. Thirdly—Such sum and sums, as 
according to the right for that purpose reserved, 
may rightfully be paid for and towards the reim- 
bursement or redemption of such Debt or stock 
of the United States as, on the first day of Ja- 
nuary, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and one, shall begin to bear an interest of six per 
centum per annum, redeemable by payments, not 
exceeding in one year eight per centum, on ac- 
count both of principal and interest, excluding 
that standing to the credit of the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund, and that standing to the 
credit of certain States, as aforesaid, commencing 
the said reimbursement or redemption, on the first 
day of January, in the year one thousand cight 
hundred and two; and also to cause to be applicd 
all such surplus of the said fund as may at any 
time exist, after satisfying the purposes aforesaid, 
towards the further and final redemption of the 
present Debt of the United States, foreign and do- 
mestic, funded and unfunded, including loans for 
the reimbursement thereof, by payment or pur- 
chase, until the said Debt shall be completely re- 
imbursed or redeemed. 

Sec. 12. Provided always, and be it further en- 
acted, That nothing in this act shall be construcd 
to vest in the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund 
a right to pay, in the purchase or discharge of the 
unfunded Domestic Debt of the United States, a 
higher rate than the market price or value of the 
Funded Debt of the United States: And, provided 
also, That if, after all the debts and loans aforesaid, 
now due, and that shall arise under this act, except- 
ing the said Debt or stock bearing an interest of 
three per cent., shall be fully paid and discharged, 
any part of the principal of the said Debt or stock 
bearing an interest of three per cent, as aforcsaid, 
shall be unredeemed, the Government shall have 
liberty, if they think proper, to make other and 
different appropriations of the said funds. 

Src. 18. And be it further enacted, That all pri- 
orities heretofore established in the appropriations 


‘by law, for the interest on the Debt of the United 


States, as between the different parts of the said 
Debt, shall, after the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, cease, with regard to all 
creditors of the United States who do not, before 
the expiration of the said period, signify, in writ- 
ing, to the Comptroller of the Treasury, their 
dissent therefrom; and that thenceforth, with the 
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exception only of the debts of such creditors who 
shall so signify their dissent, the funds or revenues 
charged with the said appropriations shall, together, 
constitute a common or consolidated fund, charge- 
able indiscriminately, and without priority, with the 
payment of the said interest. 

Sec. 14, And beit further enacted, That all cer- 
tificates, commonly called Loan Office certificates, 
final settlements, and indents of interest, which, at 
the lime of passing this act, shall be outstanding, 
shall, on or before the first day of January, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, 
he presented at the office of the Auditor of the 
Treasury of the United States, for the purpose of 
being exchanged for other certificates of equivalent 
value and tenor, or, at the option of the holders 
thereof, respectively, to be registered at the said 
office, and returned; in which case it shall be the 
duty of the said Auditor to cause some durable 
mark or marks to be set on each certificate, which 
shall ascertain and fix its identity, and whether 
genuine, or counterfeit, or forged; and every of the 
said certificates which shall not be presented at the 
said office within the said time, shall be forever 
after barred or precluded from settlement of allow- 
ance. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That if any 
transfer of stock standing to the credit of a State 
shall be made pursuant to the act, entitled * An 
act authorizing the transfer of the stock standing to 
the credit of certain States,” passed the second day 
of January, in this present year, after the last day 
of December next, the same shall be upon condi- 
tion, that it shall be lawful to reimburse, at a sub- 
sequent period of reimbursemeut, so much of the 
principal of the slock so transferred as will make 
the reimbursement thereof equal in proportion and 
degree to that of the same stock transferred previous 
to the said day. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That, in re- 
gard to any sum which shall have remained uncx- 
pended upon any appropriation other than for the 
payment of interest on the Funded Debt; for the 
payment of interest upon, and reimbursement, ac- 
cording to contract, of any loan or loans made on 
account of the United States, for the purposes of 
the Sinking Fund, or for a purpose in respect to 
which a longer duration is specially assigued by 
Jaw, for more than two years after the expiration of 
the calendar year in which the act of appropriation 
shall have been passed, such appropriation shall be 
deemed to have ceased and been determined; and 
the sum so unexpended shall be carried to an ac- 
count on the books of the Treasury, to be de- 
nominated “The Surplus Fund.” But no appro- 
priation shail be deemed to have so ceased and 
been determined until after the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, unless it shall appear 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, that the object 
thereof hath been fully satisfied; in which case it 
shall be lawful for him to cause to be carried the 
unexpended residue thereof to the said account of 
“the Surplus Fund.” 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the De- 
partment of the Treasury, according to the re- 
spective duties of the several officers thereof, shall 


establish such forms and rules of proceeding for 

and touching the execution of this act as shall be 

conformable with the provisions thereof. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That all the 
restrictions and regulations heretofore established 
by law for regulating the execution of the duties 
enjoined upon the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund shall apply to and be in as full force for the 
execution of the analogous duties enjoined by this 
act as if they were herein particularly repeated and 
re-enacted : and a particular account of all sales of 
stock. or of loans by them made, shall be laid before 
Congress within fourteen days after their meeting 
next after the making of any such Joan or sale of 
stock. 

Src. 19. And beit further enacted, That in every 
ease in which power is given by thia aet to make 
a loan, it shall be lawful for such loan to be made 
of the Bank of the United States, althongh the 
same may exceed the sum of fifty thousand dol- 
lars. . 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That so 
mueh of the act laying duties upon carriages 
for the conveyance of persons, and of the aet lay- 
ing duties on licenses for selling wines and fo- 
reign distilled spirituous liquors by retail, and of 
the act laying certain duties upon snuff and refined 
sugar, and of the act laying duties on property 
sold at auction, as limits the duration of the said 
several acts, be, and the same is hereby repealed ; 
and that all the said several acts be, and the 
same are hereby, continued in force until the first 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
one. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 

Au Acl making further appropriations for the Military 
and Naval Establishments, and for the support of 
Government. 

Beit enacted, &e., That, including the appropria- 
tion of five hundred thousand dollars, made for 
the Military Establishment for the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-five, by an aet of 
the present session, there be approprialed for the 
said Military Establishment a sum not exceeding 
one million four hundred and sixty-nine thousand 
four hundred and thirty-nine dollars and twenly- 
nine cents—that is to say: For the pay of the 
legion of the United States, three hundred and 
four thousand five hundred and forty-eight dol- 
lars. For the pay of the corps of artillery, fifty- 
six thousand eight hundred and sixty-cight dol- 
lara. Wor subsistence of the legion and artillery, 
three hundred and sixty-one thousand seven hun- 
dred and nineteen dollars and thirty cents. Tor 
forage and cavalry, thirty-three thousand seven 
hundred and twenty dollars. For clothing, one 
hundred and twenty thousand four hundred and 
forty dollars. For equipments for the cavalry, 
seven thousand three hundred and fourteen dol- 
lars. For horses for the cavalry, twenty-four 
thousand dollars. For bounty, five thousand dol- 
lars. For the hospital department, twenty thou- 
sand dollars. For the ordnance department, ele- 
ven thousand three hundred and sixty-five dollars 
and ninety-nine cents. For the Indian depart- 
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ment, cighty thousand dollars. For the quarter- | Bank of the United States, which is hereby au- 
master’s department, one hundred and fifty thou- ! thorized to lend the same, or of any other body or 


sand dollars. 
partment, thirty thousand dollars. For the de- 
fensive protection of the frontiers, one hundred 
and thirty thousand dollars. For the completion 
of the fortifications, fifty thousand dollars. For 
additional pay and bounty to the legion and ar- 
tillery, pursuant to an act of the present session, 
seventy-seven thousand four hundred and sixty-four 
dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for de- 
fraying the expense of six months’ pay and subsist- 
ence of a detachment of militia under the com- 
mand of Major General Morgan, pursuant to an 
act of the present session, there be appropriated 
the sum of one hundred thousand six hundred 
and eighty-two dollars—that is to say: For the 
general staff, four thousand one hundred and 
thirty-four dollars. For Major Brooke’s battalion, 
nineteen thousand eight hundred and forty-eight 
dollars, For Major Linn’s battalion, twenty-one 
thousand three hundred dollars. For cavalry, 
twenty-three thousand four hundred dollars. For 
subsistenec, twenty-four thousand dollars. For 
ee for officers and cavalry, eight thousand dol- 
ars, 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the surplus 
which may remain unexpended of the sum of six 
hundred and eighty-eight thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-eight dollars aud eighty-two cents, 
which was approprialed for the use of the Naval 
Department, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, by an act passed the ninth 
day of June last, shall be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated to the use of the said Naval Depart- 
ment, for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five. i 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That there be 
appropriated the several sums following, to wit: 
For the payment of military pensions, for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, cighty- 
five thousand three hundred and fifty-seven dollars 
and four cents; and a sum not exceeding ten thou- 
sand dollars for the contingent purposes of Govern- 
ment, subject to the disposition of the President of 
the United States, 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the seve- 
ral appropriations hereinbefore made, shall be paid 
and discharged out of the funds following, to wit: 
First—The surplus of the sum of six hundred 
thousand dollars, reserved by the “Act making 
provision for the Debt of the United States,” and 
which will accrue during the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five; Secondly—The 
surplus of revenue and income beyond the appro- 
priations heretofore charged thereupon, to the end 
of the ycar one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five; and, Thirdly—The surplus which 
shall remain unexpended of the moneys appro- 
priated to the use of the War Department for 
bee year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
our. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be empowered to 
borrow, on behalf of the United States, of the 


For contingencies of the War De- | bodies politic, person or persons, any sum or sums 


not exceeding in the whole the sums herein appro- 
priated, and to be applied to the purposes aforesaid, 
and to be reimbursed, as well interest as principal, 
out of the funds aforesaid. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 


An Act supplementary to the acl entitled “ An act es- 
tablishing a Mint, and regulating the coins of ihe 
United States.” 


Be it enacted, &c., That, for the better conduct- 
ing of the business of the Mint of the United 
States, there shall be an additional officer ap- 
pointed therein, by the name of the Melter and 
Refiner, whose duty shall be to take charge 
of all copper, and silver or gold bullion, delivered 
out by the Treasurer of the Mint, after it has 
been assayed, agreeably to the rules and customs 
of the Mint already directed and established, or 
which may hereafter be directed and established, 
by the accounting officers of the Treasury, and to 
reduce the same into bars or ingots, fit for the 
rolling mills, and then to deliver them to the 
Coiner or Treasurer, as the Director shal! judge 
expedient; and to do and perform all other du- 
ties belonging to the office of a Melter and Refiner, 
or which shall be ordered by the Director of the 
Mint. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Melter aud Refiner of the said Mint shall, before 
he enters upon the execution of his said oflice, 
take an oath or affirmation before some Judye of 
the United States, faithfully and diligently to per- 
form the duties thereof. And, also, shall become 
bound to the United States of America, with one 
or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in the sum of six thousand 
dollars, with condition for the faithful and dili- 
gent performance of the several duties of his 
office. 

Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed and paid to the said Melter and 
Refiner of the Mint, as a compensation for 
his services, the yearly salary of fifteen hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
Director of the Mint be, and hereby is, authorized, 
with the approbation of the President of the Unit- 
ed States, to employ such person as he may judge 
suitable to diseharge the duties of the Meiter and 
Refiner, until a Melter and Refiner shall’ be ap- 
pointed by the President, by and with the advice of 
the Senate. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
Treasurer of the Mint shall be, and he is hereby, 
directed to retain two cents per ounce from every 
deposite of silver bullion, below the standard of 
the United States, which hereafter shall be made 
for the purpose of refining and coining; and four 
cents per ounce from every deposite of gold bul- 
lion made as aforesaid, below the standard of the 
United States, unless the same shall be so far be- 
low the standard as to require the operation of 
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the test,in which case the Treasurer shall retain six 
cents per ounce, which suin so retained shall be ac- 
counted for by the said Treasurer with the Trea- 
sury of the United States, as a compensation for 
melting and refining the same. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
Treasurer of the Mint shall not be obliged to re- 
ceive from any person, for the purpose of refining 
and coining, any deposite of silver bullion, below 
the standard of the United States, in a smaller 
quantity than two hundred ounces; nora like de- 
posite of gold bullion below the said standard, in a 
smaller quantity than twenty ounces. 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the passing of this act, it shall and may 
be lawful for the officers of the Mint to give a 
preference to silver or gold bullion, deposited for 
coinage, which shall be of the standard of the 
United States, so far as respects the coining of 
the same, although bullion below the standard, and 
not yet refined, may have been deposited for coin- 
age, previous thereto, any law to the contrary not- 
withstanding: Provided, That nothing hercin shall 
justify the officers of the Mint, or any one of them, 
in unnecessarily delaying the refining any silver or 
gold bullion below standard, that may be deposited 
as aforesaid, 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be, and he is here- 
by, authorized, whenever he shall think it for the 
benefit of the United States, to reduce the weight 
of the coppor coin of the United States: Provided, 
Such reduction shall not, in the whole, exceed two 
pennyweichts in each cent, and in the like propor- 
tion in a half cent; of which he shall give notice 
by Proclamation, and communicate the same to the 
then next session of Congress. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Treasurer of the United States, 
from time to time, as often as he shall receive 
copper cents and half cents from the Treasurer of 
the Mint, to send them to the Bank or Branch 
Banks of the United States, in each of the States 
where such Bank is established; and where there 
is no Bank established, then to the Collector of 
the principal town in such State, (in the propor- 
tion of the number of inhabitants of such State,) 
to be by such Bank or Collector paid out to the 
cilizens of the State for cash, in sums not less 
than ten dollars value: and that the same be done 
at the risk and expense of the United States, un- 
der such regulations as shall be prescribed by the 
Department of the Treasury, 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 


An Act for the more effectual recovery of debta due 
from individuals to the United States, 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Comptroller of the 
Treasury be, and is hereby, authorized to issue a 
notification to any person who has received 
moneys for which he is accountable to the United 
States, or to the executor or administrator of such 
person, if he be deceased, requiring him to render 
to the Auditor of the Treasury, at such time as he 
shall thinkj reasonable, according to the circum- 


stances of the case, within twelve months from the 
date of such notification, all his accounts and vouch- 
ers, for the expenditure of the said moneys, and in 
default thereof, suits shall, at the discretion of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury be commenced for the 
same, wilhout further notice. And the party sued 
as aforesaid, shall be subject to the costs and 
charges of such Suits, whether the ultimate decision 
shall be in his favor or agaiust him. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Marshals of the respective districts be, and are 
hereby, authorized and directed to serve the said 
notifications on the parties ther ein named, by leav- 
in copies thereof at their respective dwellings, or 
usual places of abode, at Ieast four months before 
the time fixed in such notification for rendering 
their accounts, as aforesaid, and that the return of 
the said notifications to the Comptroller's office, 
with the Marshal’s certificate thereon, that such ser- 
vice has been made, be deemed legal evidence in 
the District or Circuit Courts, of the proceedings, 
and for the recovery of costs and charges. And 
that in cases where accounts shall be rendered to 
the Auditor of the Treasury, within the time 
limited in the notifications aforesaid, he shall im- 
mediately proceed to liquidate the credits to be 
passed for the said accounts, and report the same 
to the Comptroller, with a particular list of any 
claims which shall have been disallowed by him. 
And that the Comptroller of the Treasury imme- 
diately proceed to the examination of the credits 
allowed by the Auditor, and if the same be approv- 
ed by him, that he cause credit therefor to be 
passed on the public books. And the Comptroller 
shall also appoint a day for hearing the claimant 
on the claims so disallowed by the Auditor, as 
aforesaid. : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That a list 
of all such credits aforesaid, as shall have been 
claimed, and not admitted by the Comptroller, be 
made out and transmitted to the Marshal of the 
district, where the claimant resides; and that a 
copy thereof be served on the claimant, or left at his 
dwelling or last usual place of abode, with notice 
of the time assigned by the Comptroller, for the 
final hearing, as aforesaid, at leas{, four months be- 
fore such hearing; of which proceedings, the Mar- 
shal is hereby directed to transmit an official re- 
turn to the Comptroller. And in case of omission 
or neglect on the part of the claimant to assign in 
writing, or otherwise, his reasons to the Comp- 
troller, within the time limited, as aforesaid, why 
the suspended credits should be admitted, all fn- 
ture claims therefor shall be, and are hereby for- 
ever barred. But in case the claimant shall, within 
the time aforesaid, assign in writing, or otherwise, 
his reasons why the suspended credits should be 
admitted, the Comptroller shall immediately con- 
sider the same, and decide thereon according to the 
principles of equity, and the usages of the Trea- 
sury Department. 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That in all 
cases where the final decision of the Comptroller 
shall be against the claimant, such determination 
shall be final and conclusive to all concerned. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 
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An Act to authorize a grant of lands to the French in- ' after, that then the said letters patent, so fur as 
habitants of Galliopolis, and for other purposes | concerns the said lot or lots not settled and con- 
therein mentioned. | tinued to be settled as aforesaid, shall cease and 
Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the | deterinine, aud the title thereof shall revest in the 

United States shall be, and he is hereby author- | United Slates iu the same manner as if this law 

ized and empowered to cause to be surveyed in the had not passed. A m y 

Territory Northwest of the Ohio, a tract of land |. Sse. 5. dnd be it further enacted, That nothing 

situated on the northerly bank of the river Ohio, |in this act shall be taken or considered in any 

beginning one mile and a half on a straight line | manner to impair or affect the claims of the said 

above the mouth of Little Sandy, thence down the settlers against any person or persons, for or 

said river Ohio, along the courses thereof eight | by reason of any contracts heretofore made by 

miles when reduced to a straight line, thenee at them, but that the same contracts shall be and re- 
| 


right angles from each extremity of the said line, main in the same state as if this law had not 
so as to include the quantity of twenty-four thou- | passed. a 

sand acres of land to be disposed as hereinafter | Approved, March 3, 1795. 

directed. 

Sre. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident be authorized to cause to be ascertained the 
number of French inhabitants and actual settlers 
of the town or settlement of Gulliopolis, being 
males above eighteen years of age, or widows who 
are or shall be within the said town or settlement of 
Galliopolis on the first day of November next. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall be, and he is 
hereby authorized and empowered, to issue letters 
pateut in the name and under the seal of the Unit- 
ed States, thereby granting to John Gabriel Ger- 
vais and his heirs, four thousand acres of land, part 
of the said twenty-four thousand acres to be located 
on the Northwest bank of the river Ohio opposite 
to the mouth of the Little Sandy with conditions 
in the said letters patent that if the said John Ga- 
briel Gervais or his heirs, shall not personally with- 
in three years from the date of the same patent, 
settle on the same tract of land, and continue 
settled for three years hext thereatter, the same 
letters patent shall be void and determiue, and the 
title thereof revest in the United States, as if this 


An Act for the more general promulgation of the Laws 
of the United States, 

Be it enacted, &c., That for the more general 
promulgation of the Laws of the United States, 
the Secretary for the Department of State shall, 
after the end of the next session of Congress, 
cause to be printed and collated, at the public ex- 
pense, a complete edition of the Laws of the Unit- 
ed States, comprising the Constitution of the 
United States, the Public Acts then in force, and 
the Treaties, together with an index to the same. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, four 
thousand five hundred copies of the said edition, 
shall be divided by the said Secretary, anong the 
respective States and the Territories Northwest 
and South of the river Ohio, according to the rule 
for apportioning representatives; and that the 
proportion of each State or Territory, shall be 
transmitted by the said Secretary to the Governor 
or Supreme Executive Magistrate thereof, to be de- 
posited in such fixed and convenient place in each 
county, or other subordinate civil division of such 
law had not passed. State or Territory, as the Executive or Legislature 


Ske 4. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- thereof shall deein most conducive to the general 
sident of the United States shall be, and he is information of the people; and that five hundred 
copies of the said edition be reserved for the future 

disposition of Congress. 

Sec. 3. And be ıt further enacted, That the acts 
passed at each succeding session of Congress, in- 
cluding future Treaties, shall be printed and dis- 
tributed in like manner and proportion, 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 


hercby authorized and empowered to cause to be 
surveyed, laid off, and divided, the remaining 
twenty thousand acres of land, residue of the 
twenty-four thousand acres, into as many lots or 
parts as the actual settlers of Galliopolis shall, on 
the ascertainment aforesaid, amount to, and the 
same to be designated, marked, and numbered, on a 
plat thereof, to be returned to the Secretary of the 
said Territory, together with a certificate of the 
courses of the said lots, the said lots, or parts of 
the aforesaid tract, to be assigned to the settlers 
aforesaid by lot. And the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized and empowered, to 
issue letters patent as aforesaid, to the said actual 
settlers and their heirs, for the said twenty thou- 
sand acres to be held by them in severalty in lots 
to be designated and described by their numbers 
on the plat aforesaid, with condition in the same 
letters patent, that if one or more of the said gran- 
tees, his or her heirs or assigns, shall not, within l 
five years from the date of the same letters, make An Act to regulate the compensation of Clerks. 

or cause and procure to be made an actual settle-| Be it enucted, §e., That the Secretary of the 
ment on the lot or lols assigned to him, her or | Treasury, the Secretary of the Department of 
them, and the same continue for five years there- ' State, and the Secretary of the Department of 


An Act making “provision for the purposes of trade 
with the Indians. 


Be tt enacted, §c., That a sum not exceeding 
fifty thousand dollars be appropriated to the purchase 
of goods for supplying the Indians within the 
limits of the United States, for the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-five; and the sale 
of such goods be made under the direction of the 
President of the United States. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 
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War, be authorized to vary, for the present year, 
the compensation heretofore established for clerks 
in their respective Departments, in such manner 
as the services to be performed shall in their judg. 
mnent require; so, however, that no principal 
clerk shall receive more than at the rate of one 
thousand dollars per annum, and that the aggre- 
gate of the compensations for clerks in either of 
the said Departments shall not for the said year 
exceed the aggregate of the compensations allowed 
for clerks in the same Department for the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four; and that 
an additional compensaticn not exceeding the rate 
of two hundred dollars per annum be allowed for 
one clerk employed by the Director of the Mint 
during the present year. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there 
be allowed for the year one thousand seven hund- 
red and ninety-five, to the Commissioners of 
Loans in the States of Massachusetts and New 
York, respectively, not exceeding five clerks at the 
rate of five hundred dollars cach ; to the Commis- 
sioner of Joans in the State of Connccticut, not 
oxcecding two clerks at the rate of four hundred 
dollars cach; and to the Commissioner of Loans 
în the States of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and South 
Carolina respectively, not exceeding two clerks at 


j the rate of five hundred dollars each. The ag- 
| gregate of the compensations for clerks employed 
| by either of the said Commissioners to be appor- 
tioned among them at his discretion, That there 
be allowed for the year aforesaid, in lieu of clerk 
j bire, to the Commissioner of Loans in the State 
of New TWiampshire, three hundred and fifty dol- 
lars; to the Commissioner of Ioans in the State 
of Rhode Island, four hundred dollars; to the 
‘Commissioner of Loana in the State of New Jer- 
sey, three hundred dollars; and to the Commis- 
sioner of Loans in the State of Maryland, two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 
Approved, March 8, 1795. 


An Act authorizing tho exportation of arms, cannon, 
and military stores, in cerlain cases. 

Be it enacted, &c., That in cases connected with 
the security of the commercial interest of the 
United States, and for public purposes only, the 
President of the Cnited States be, and hereby is 

‘authorized to permit the exportation of arms, can- 
non, and military stores, the law prohibiting the 
exportation of the same to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

' Approved, March 3, 1798, 


